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THE PRESBYTERIAN.

OCTOBER, 1862.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

‘We have this month been favoured with
a very large supply of correspondence, for
which we record our thanks. Part of it,
however, was sent too late for insertion,
and a still larger part, we are sorry to say,
being either in the shape of personal criti-
cism or bitter controversy, must perma-
nently lie over.  We have in this number
allowed our correspondents an unusual la-
titude, but we would again remind them
that while we will gladly give attention to
whatever of interest they may please to
send, we can only promise to insert such
articles as are expressed “concisely and
in & Christian gpirit.” That some of the
articles in our present pumber are not so
expressed, is only too apparent ; however,
from the position which their writers oc-
cupy in the Church, and as the decision
which we gave in our last number, and
which we have repeated above, does not
yet seem to have reccived sufficient publi-
city, we have felt constrained to admit them.
‘We shall insert in our next an article which
takes exception to the view on the early
form of Church government, given in our
September number, by the writer on Roman
Catacombs; also, ar obituary notice of the
late James Fenwick, Esq., who was at the
time of his death one of the oldest elders
of our Church. The writers of the let-
ters signed “One of the accused,” and a
« Highlander,” will see that the Rev. John
McMurchy bas given expression to the
very samc sentiments which they bold, in
a long letter which appears in our present
namber; thus rendering it unnecessary for
us to insert their articles.

“ There is not much to chronicle with
regard to ccclesiastical matters in Canada,”
says our Nova Scolian contemporary, & save
that some of the articles of our magazne
have grieved and disappointed our rea lers
there. While we are sorry that we have
said, or allowed others 1o say, anything
which should have produced svzh an effect
on our friends in the Lower Irovince, we

may be allowed to remark that our sorrow
is considerably alleviated by the circum-
stance that the circulation of our paper
has of late considerably increased in Cana-
da, thus showing that it is appreciated by
those whose views we wish it to influence.

‘We would earnestly press on the atten-
tion of our readers an important Scheme
of the Church, whivh at present meels with
very far from sufficient support,—that of
the Home Mission Fund. It was orga-
vized, as is well known, for the purpose of
supplementing the salaries of those minis-
ters who have not the advantage of the
commutation of the Clergy Reserves, Of
this fund the basis was generously formed
by the noble sacrifice made by a number
of the ministers of the Church, of a large
portion of what they might fairly bave
claimed from the fuod formed by the com-
mutation. To this most useful scheme it
is neces<ary that far more prompt and lib-
eral support should be given, if the Tem-
poralities Committee are to be enabled to
give even a moderate »” vwance to all new
ministers from their finds. Already they
have had to intimate retrenchment, a re-
trenchment which, if carrizd out, will be
most unfortunate for the Church at large,
as well as for individusl congregations, We
call then upon our brethren of the laity to
follow the example their pastors have al-
ready set them, and pour in a liberal rein-
furcement to the funds of this important
scheme. This year we were threatened
with a long and ominous drought; mis-
givings of scarcity darkened our hearts,
but God in his merey sent us refreshicg
showers, and cuused our land to yield up
her increase.  Shall we not then give a
liberal thank offering for the bountecous
harvest with which “God, even our God,”
is blessing us?  Brethren of the laity, ye
who give out of your abundance, and ye
who, like the pvor widuw, give even out of
your poserty, we appeal 10 you! Your
«flerings will strengthen the hands of many
a toil-worn mini-ter, labo .ring in the midst
of many depressivns and discouragenacnts,
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amony which the fear of insufficient pro-
vision for his family may not be the least.
They will inspire new life into many a
struggling and poverty-stricken congrega-
tion, sinking under difficulties that seem
almost hopeless, and stir it up to renewed
epergy and vigour. It is well to give to
wmissionary objects in distant lands, bub
surely it is st lerst more urgent that we
should supply the needs so pressingly ex-
istent at home. Let us give then, not
merely what we shall not miss, but all
that we can spare ; “not grudgingly, or of
necessity, for God loveth a cheerful giver.”

Aftention is directed to the Interim Act
of Syrod amending the Act of 1840, res-
ecting collections for building churches.
The Act of 1840 requires that, hefore pro-
ceeding to collect contributions from the
ublic for building churches, partics shall
rst obtain the permission of their respec-
tivo Presbyteries and be furnished with st-
tested subscription lists, and that they shall
lay before their Presbyteries accounts of
all monies collected, together with state-
ments of the application of the same, for
the purpose of being avdited. The amend-
ments groposcd by the Aet of last Synod,
with the view of giving better effect to
these requirements, are as follows :

1. The operatiors of the Act are es-
tended to all *‘ecclesiastical purposes” for
which congregations way reguire to seek
assistance beyond their cwn bounds, in-
stoad of being limited to the building of
churclies.

2. Parties collecting are required to ob-
tain the sanction of the Prestyteries with-
in whose bounds they mean to apply for
contribations, and to follow the directions
which such Presbyteries may give as to
the time and mode of applying. Formerly
the sauction of the Presbytery to which
collectors belonged was all that was re-
quired, now they must have permission
from the Presbytery within whose bounds
they callect.

8. The Synod's Committec on Presby-
tery Records are required to see what evi-
dence is furnished by such Records of the
attention of Presbyteries to the require-
ments of Act 1840.

It will be the duty of Presbyteries to
take the Iuterim Act into their considera-
tion during the current year, and report
their opinion for or againstit. The true

round of determination is of course the
extent to which the interest of the Church
st Juge and of parties more immediately
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concerned is involved. Is it or is it not
caleulated to regulate the raising of sub-
seriptions throughout the Church for loca}
congregational efforts, i & manner at once
satisfactory and advantageous ?

The object sought by the Interim Act
is mot te put down the present system of
collecting, but to regulate it, so that collec-
tors may not mske their appearance at
"nes and piaces that are inconvenient, nor
ever come together in such numbers as to
defeat their several schemes, Il a Presby-
tery is engaged in some extraordinary ef-
fort, or if, as we have seen, five or six col-
lectors besiege the offices of our members
in the course of one week, it is evident
that in such circumstances the best cause
will fare but poorly. Let there be some
arrangement made so that instead of all
appeals being faintly responded to, we shall
have the pleasure of seeing some of them
respectably met.

‘We bave before us & report submitted
by the Rev. J. E. Tanuer, to the French
Mission Committee, of the results of a
missionary tour undertaken by him to
Western Canada, in response to an invita-
tion to that effect from French Protestants
there. From this report we glean somne in-
teresting particulars. ,

Having made arrangements for the sup-
ply of his pulpit in Montreal, Mr, Tanzer,
in company with Mr. Baridon, visited
Buckingham, where e found twelve Protes-
tant families, and bavingheld amecting with
them, baptized five children. Having pro-
ceeded to Ottaws, aud thence to Bayfield,
he held a service in the township of Stan-
ley among the French Protestants there.
At Stephben’s Line the Rev. Mr. Gibson, of
Varna, preached in English, and Mr. Tawse
in French, in a barn, to a considerable
congregation. Mr. Tanner baptized thirteen
children in Stauley, Iiay, and Stephen.
The French people whom he visited con-
tsibuted the liberal sum of $21.25 towards
his expenses. Mr. Tanner after being
present at the Synod, returned to his du-
ties in Montreal. In accordance with the
authority given them by the Synod, the
Committec have procceded to erect a
church for Mr. Tunner’s congregation on
the mission lot purchased by them some
time ago. The church will be completed
in a few weeks, and it is earnestly trusted
that our cougregations will re-pond liber-
ally to the appeal made by the Com-
mittee for funds to defray the cost of the
building, and that generous contributions
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for the general purposes of this interesting
angd promising Home Mission will be speed-
ily forthcoming.

Tae ministry of Christian men is doubt-
less God’s principal aed most honored
agency in making known the way of sal-
vation to our lost and ruired world. Preach-
ers of righteousness have been employed
in every age of tho church. Butitis es-
pecially since the manifestation of the
Gospel with its brighter light, clearer re-
velation and world-embracing influence,
that the ministry has assumed its highest
importance. To be “ an ambassador for
Christ,” “a servant of God,” *asteward
of heavenly mysteries,” is certainly no
mean honor, and involves the discharge
of special, arduous and most responsible
duties, which men should not heedlessly
assume, and to which they should not pre-
sumptuously aspire. The office is such
that it demands men of ability. As has
been well remarked, A man may have a
desire after the Christian ministry, and yet
having no eompetent ability for the work,
he is certainly not called of God to be em-
ployed in it.” Dany have an ardent sin-
cere piety, who bave not sufficient gifts of
teaching. To investigate the grand themes
of the Scriptures, to exhibit the plan ¢,
salvation with clearness, freshmness and
vigor, to act efficiently at the bedside of
the sick and dying, and to furnish spiritual
nutriment to an intelligent congregation of
believers twice every Sabbath during a suc-
cession of years, requires the possession of
considerable intellectual power. Mere
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training in a college or a semiunary of
theology is ot sufficient. In this period
of mental activity, when books abound, are
read and digested ; when interesting ques-
tions of politics, science, literature, and even
theology are fully understood and earnestly
canvassed by those who do not wear the
winisterial cloth; when the standard of
intelligence is every year becoming higher,
and when the masses have fres access to
large libraries, and well furnished reading
rooms, it does not befit the minister of the
gospel to lag behind those whom he bas
been set apart to instruet. In all the
branches of human koowledge he must be
well informed, and should always be in-
tellectually, as well as religiously ahead of
the community in which be lives, en-~
deavoring
# To teach mau's greatest good,
And turn his erring steps from-cvil ways.”

To reach and maintain this pesition, he
must bave a more than ordinary mental
furniture—a mind capable of ¢lear, sturdy,
protracted, effective thought, and prepared
at the same time so to present the results of
its thinking as to attract and benefit those
with whom he may be brought in contact.
With men whose piety enlivens, guickens,
pervades their whole nature, whose range
of mind qualifies them for a dignified and
able treatment of the vast themes of the
gospel, the ministry cannot fail to be in the
present age, as it bas always been in the
past, a fountain of mighty influences, an
agency of tremendous power, to bless the
world.

Hiternry  Hotices,

Toe Wmre Hrus @ Their Legends, Land-
scape and Poctry. By Tuomas Starr
Kixg. Dawson Brothers, Great St.James
street, Montreal.

The object of this v.lume is to direct at-
iention to the noble landscapes that lie
along the routes by which the White
Mountains are now approached by tourists,
many of which are still unknown to travel-
lers; to help persous to appreciate land-
scape more adequately, and to ascociate
with the priacipal scenes, poctic passages
which illustrate either the permanent char-
xacter of the views, or some peculiar as-
pects in which the author of the book has
seen them. Had the volume been arrang-
ed by subjects instead of by districts, and

the scencry treated under the heads of
rivers, passes, peaks, &e, it would have
had more artistic unity, but as a guide to
particular landscapes, and a stimulant to the
enjoymeut of them, it is as it stands more
vajuable on the whole. Great care has
evidently be taken to make the poetic quo-
tations pertinent to the particolar districts
with which they are brought into copnec-
tion, and to introduce them so that, instead
of being mere additions and orsaments, they
shall continue and complete the descrip-
tion attempted, ct embody its predominsnt
sentiment.

The book in short will amply repsy a
perusal from any one who is interested in the
scenery of these Mountains, and who with
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Ruskin believes * that the best image which
the world can give of Paradise, is in the
slope of the meadows, orchards, and corn
fields on the sides of a great Alp, with its
purple rocks and eternal snow above.”
The autbor states fairly from what puints
the noblest views are to be gained, what
are the characteristics of each district, aml
then along what routes the richest beauty
lies. Taking it for granted that travellers
are moved to spend their money and time,
not primarily to study the gastronomy of
Coos county in New Hampshire, or to cri-
ticise the comparative upholstery of the
largest houses there, he introduces them
at once to the richest feasts of loveliness
and grandeur that are spread by the sum-
mer around the valleys, and refreshes them
by a description of the draperies of verdure,
shadow, cloud and colonr that are hung
by the Creator round and sbove the hills.

Canapian Broentesary Papers. By
Rev. W. F. CLArgE and Rev. F. H.
Marving, Toroato. Chewett & Co.

These papers were read at the annual
meeting of the Congregational Union of
Canada, held in Hamilton in June, 1862,
and published at the request of those who
heard them. The first paper contains a
succinet history of non-conformity in En-
gland in tl:e seventeentb century, and points
out the debt of gratitude uander which Ca-
nadian congregationalists are laid to their
non-conforming forefathers for the example
they had left, g)r what they had done to-
ward perpetnating a sound theology, and
for the work which they had achieved in
the direction of civil and religious liberty.
The writer of the second paper, i statiug
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the reason for non-conformity in Canada,
rejoices tnter alta that *a conviction of the
incvitable and incurable evils of an Eccle-
siastical Establishment was so early and so
deeply wrought into the minds of the Ca-
nadian people, that though steps were taken
at the very beginning of their history, and
most persistently followed up, to endow the
Anglican Church. and invest it with all the
power and prestige of the religion of the
colony, these plans were frustrated, and
but a few fragments of the overshadowing
structure that was to have been, remain
scattered over the ground in the shape of
Rectories, Commutation Funds,and so forth,
to remind them of the destiny which some
had promised to the infant state;” and
convulsively clinging to his own littls sect,
and lugubriously predicting the demoli-
tion of all those who should attempt to
differ from it in opiuion, calls upon his
brethren to aim at making their non-con-
formist churches not merely protesters
against evil without, but themselves so
pure, so large-hearted, so earnest, so de-
vout, that there may be no temptation for
a good man to sezk a religious home else-
where.

SYNOD MINUTES AND OTHER PAPERS.
The following printed materials are in

the hands of the Synod Clerk, the Rev. W.

Suodgrass, Montreal :

Mioutes of Synod from 1831 to 1836, in-

clusive, (& reprint)...e veacuuens $7.00
Minutes of Synod from' 1837 to 1862,
single copy for any year ........ . 0.25

Acts of Synod collected down to 1850. 0.12
The Synod’s Model Deed. «cv.cvvveee. 0.50

The above are sent postage free, on re-
ceipt of orders and prices.

@he Churey m Canada,

FRENCH MISSION CHURCH.

As the contractors are rapidly advanciag
with our French Mission Church, some anxiety
is beginning to be felt as to the result of the
Oownmittee’s Appeal in bebalf of the effort. It
is two months since collecting sheets were ad-
dressed to all the ministers of our church. A
circular explaining the schemes was mailed at
tho sameo time. It is proposed that, by means
of a small committee of yuung persoas, from
$20 to $30 should be raised in each congrega-
tion. Not a very great number of small sums
would be required to mako up this amount.
At the samo time some allowance must be
made for those who will give nothing, and it

was therefore suggested that something over
the average named should if possible be ob-
tained. The plan appears to be simple enongh.
The demand made on cack congregation is
little more than nominal. It need not inter-
fere with any other project, but may bo attend-
ed to at once by evea the smallest and wesk-
est congregation. If we do not get some re-
turas during the course of this month we ghall
certainly feel greatly disappointed. To the
minister of Whitby for his prompt =attention,
and Miss L. Dow for her diligenco in collect-
ing, we have reason to be grateful. From this
agency wo have received tho first fruits of the
cffort, $25.
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INDUCTION—THREE RIVERS.

The Rev. G. R. McLaren, B.A., ordaised mis-
sionary of the Church of Scotland, was induct~
ed to the charge of Three Rivers, C. E., by the
Presbytery of Quebec, on the 14th August last,
The Presbytery was represented by the Rev. J.
Cook, 0.D., of Quebec, Rev. D. Anderson, M.A,
of Point Levi, and the Rev. D. Shanks, of
Valeartier. Dr. Cook preached an able prac-
tical sermon from Ephesians iv. {1—13, and
addressed in a very impressive manner the
minister and people on their respective duties.
The congregation as they retired gave a cor-
dia! welcome to their minister. Mr. McLaren,
in his few weeks residence at Three Rivers, hes
so far gained the confidence of the pcople, that
the congregation, although considerably scat-
tered and weakened duriog the pasi few years,
Are NOW ag numerous as ever in their attend-
ancé on public worship.

PRESBYTERY OF GUELPH.

The Presbytery of Guelph, met at Guelph on
Wednesday, the 13th day of august, and was
constituted. Sederunt: Rev, John White, Mod-
erator ; George Macdonnell, James Thom, and
John Hogg, ministers; and Messrs. John Mc-
Crea, Alex. Cadenhead, and Joha Turnbull,
ruling elders.

The minutes of 1ast meeting were read and
sustained. Commissions were read cnd ap-
proved of in favour of the following repre-
sestative eiders, viz :—Messrs. John McCres,
Guelph ; James Burnett, Woolwich ; Alexander
Cadenhead, Fergus; DuncanSaundersjArthur;
George Buckie, Paisley; and Alexander Turn-
bull, Galt,

Mr. Hogg wasunanimously elected Moderator
for the ensuing year.

A letter from John Greenshields, Esq.,stating
that no collection for the Widows’ Fund had
been received by himn for the past year frowm
Galt and Paisley, wag read. The letter was
ordered to be held in relentis.

A letter was read from the Colonial Com-
mittee, in reply to the Presbytery’s epplication
for amissionary to labor in the County of Bruce.
The Presbytery agreed ‘o record their gratifi-
cation with thereceipt of the communication,
and the wise and parental spirit evinced in it.

Satisfactory reasons were given why Messrs.
Hogg and Thom did not fulfit their sppoint-
ment as delegates to Galt, on behalf of the
Presbytery’s Homo Migsion Fund. It was stated
by Mr. Campbell that very efficient aid was
rendered by Rev. Mr. Bain, of Scarboro’, and
Rev. Mr. Campbell, of Brock, on the occasion
of the Missionary mecting at Galt. Messrs.
Hogg and Campbell reported that they had
addressed the Fergus congregation on the sub-
ject of the Home Mission; Mr. Whyte that he
brought the subject under the notice of the
congregation at Allan-Park; Mr. Bogg that ho
had done so to the congregation of Kincardine,
and Mr. Macdonnell that of Paisley.

All the appointments for supply of preach-
ing made at the last ordinary meeting were re-
ported as fulfilled.

It was agreed that Mr Hogg and Mr. Camp-
bell should give such occasional supply to Pus-
linch as might be in their power.

The Presbytery accounts were audited and
found correot by Messrs. McCrea and Caden~
kead.

Messrs. Hogg, Macdonnell, and Whyte, were
appointed & committee to examine Messrs.
Cameroa & Hunter ; Mr. Macdonuell, Convener.

Appointmentswere made for supplying Allan
Park, and Durham, until December next. Mr.
Campbell was appointed to preach at Kincer-
dine on & convenient sadbath. Mr. Hay was
appointed to dispense the commurion at Price-
ville, on the 28th of August, and Mr. Thom at
Leith and Johnston on the third sabbath of
October.

Mr. Campbell brought under the notice of
the Presbytery, the discouragicg circumstances:
in which he was placed by his having received
no allowance from the Treasurer of the Tem-
poralities Board of the Church at the last balf-
yearly term of payment, and no communication
on the subject. The clerk was instructed to
correspond with the Treasurer as to the reasons
for this omissiou.

Collections were repcrted as baving been
taken up in the congregations of Fergus,
Woolwich, and Galt, on behalf of the Foreign
Mission of the Church. No collection had as
yet been taken up in Guelph, and no informa-
tion was before the Presbytery respecting
Arthur and Mount Forest.

The Presbytery adjourned to meet at Guelph
on the second Wednesday of December, and tne
meeting was closed with prayer.

THE LATE REV. J. LIVINGSTON, DUNDEE.

A monument bas been erected to the memory
of the late Rev. John Livingston, by his fondly
attached and spirited congregaticn, Dundee,
Canada. The design and epitaph have been
sent by them to his mourning, widowed mother,
Mrs. Livingston of Upper Settlement, West
River, Pictou county. The monument consists
of s basement of threc equine steps. The
foundation is of sandstone, and the other two
of marble, with a spiral square pyramid, also
of marble, placed thereon. Thesteps and spire
are together over cleven feet in height. Near
the top of the spire there is the figure of a band
pointing upwards to the words, *“ Gone home.”
The whole appears to have been designed
with great taste and in excellent symmetry,
and is beyond doubt well executed. It surely
reflects much credit on bis devoted firck. In-
decd their whole conduct towards him in life,
ag well ag in death, was most generous, and
is deserving of all commendation. Altbough
he was not spared quite nine months afier his
settleme .., and was absent during weeks of
this time in ill health, they genecrously pre-
sented him with & horse and other valuable
gifts; and since bis death they have most hon-
orably transmitted to bis mother considerably
more than the full salary that would bave
been due him from his induction until some
time after bis death. In his last illness they
watched orer him with the fondness of spiri-
tual children. They bave erected this monu-
ment as a visible tribute of their attachment,
and we are assured that thbeir lives a warmer
and more enduring monument ¢“in their hearts.”
Such a people wero surely worthy of such a
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minister; and such manifestations of ardent
devotedness oughtto ba 2 lesson snd an
incentive 1o ministers and people everywhere.

We may readily believe that there should
¥e a natural desire with many who have heard
this excellent and soul-stirring young minisv
ter, whom it hath pleased the great Shepherd
to receive so early to the reward of hig la.
bours, to know more of his career and early
life ; and both pleasure and profit might be
anticipated in transcribing his history, had
there becun materials available for the work.
He was, bowever, of a reserved, retiring turn
of mind, and very scrupulous in passing his
judgment un others; and if possible, this
mental characteristic rendered him still more
careful in speaking of, or recording the minor
bistory of his own ¢piritual experience. It is
nearly cqually difficult to give a detailed ac-
count of his outvard history, as he had, from
circumstances, (o remove from one locality to
another, and also from one country to another,
to provide means to prosecute his studies,
Bat it is well known that very carly in years
he earnestly sought an interest in his Saviour,
and became sineerely and deeply pious, Very
early, too, it would appear that his thoughts
were directed to the holy ministry, and the
reigning passion of his soul, and the unswer-
ving purpose of his life, became absorbed in
the attainment of this grand, and (to hismind)
most dignified and exalted object. He ac-
quired his knowledge of the clagsics, prepara-
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tory to his entering college, timost eutirely
from his own private efforts; while he was at
the . ame time employed providing means for
his s ipport in college. And when it is known
that for this purpose he had to teach or be
otherwise actively engaged during his collegiate
course, and that he was licensed to preach six
years after entering college—nearly twogyears
¢arlier than is usually done by our Church in
Scotland, it may readily be conceived with
what intensity and untiring diligence he must
have been engaged in his preparatory work for
that high office which he so ably and honorably
filled. And it may reasonably be supposed that
the ardour with which he prosecuted his duties,
while necessitated at the same time to labour
for his own support and for the benefit of others,
must have helped to undermine his constitution,
and hasten him to an early grave., And let
our people leara this unavoidable inference from
the loss of s0 valuadle a minister of the gos-
pel: to take more personal interest in those
who are 50 laudably and laboriously preparing
for the holy ministry, and to give cheerfully
and liberally for their support.

PRESENTATION—BROCK.

The members of his singing clags have pre-
gented to their pastor, the Rev. John Campbell,
Brock, a beauntiful and valuable clock, of
French manufacture, as a token of their appre-
ciation of his efforts to improve them in the
science of music.

@ ommunications. B

e

LETTER FROM INDIA.

. Sealkote, June 1, 1862.

It is deeply to be regretted for the spiritual
prosperity of the Church at home, as well as for
the extension of Christ's kingdom abroad ,that
the great commission to preach the Gospel to
every creature has been so inadequately ful-
filled. Thbe Church of Scotland has not yet
taken the place in the mission field which she
ought 10 cccupy, but we trust the day is not
far distant when she will send forth her sons,
not in uaits but ia bands, to storm the citadel
of heathenism, and to plant the standard of the
Cross in many a city and town where at pre-
sent Satar reignswith undisputed sway. We
hope that you in Cansda will by your youthful
energy and zcal stir up the mother Church
to greater aclivity in this important
work. I am sure friends of missions every-
where will hail with delight the proposition
you refer to of having a missionary of your
own. You ccanot coutent yourselves with
being a mere association for the collectivn of
funds. As & church of Christ you wish to
have & representative in the mission ficld, one
who in your room and stead will perform the
duty incumbent upon cvery follower of Jesus
by preaching the gospel of salvation amengst
the perishing heathen. Why should not one of
the ablest and most zealous ministers of our
church at once cowe forward and assume the
bonourable office of laying ihe foundation

stone of your foreign mission scheme? What
an enviable position is that of yout first mission-
ary to the heathen! Whe will be found willing
and worthy to fill it ?

There are many reasons why India should be
chosenas the place of missionary operations. Its
inhabitants are our fellow-subjects; and if after
India, Samaria was first to hear of the crucified
and risen Saviour, in like manner may we not
agree that those within the borders of her
Majesty’s dominions have the first claim upon
the efforts of the Christian Church in carcying
into execution the solemn command of her
great Lord and Master.

Here we have & wide field aad an open door
which no man can sbut. In many lands the
door of entrance is entirely, in some partially,
closed, and the missionaries if admitted into
the country are hampered in their plans aod
thwarted in their operations by & hostile
government or a lawless people.

Again, in Hinduism and Mabommedanism we
have what e may call the great master-picces
of Satan’s ingenunity. The glorious power of
the gospel and its blessed author are nowhere
more fully displayed than in the case of those
who have been delivered from the enslaving
influence of the one, and the blinded bigotry of
the ather.

You mention in your letter that owing to the
withdrawal of your 1sedical missionary ia Tur-
key, you had been competled to abandon that
spliere of labour. I bave po doubt that this
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fact will-prove to you the necessity of engraft~
ing vourmission upon one that has been already
established. In this way the fruits of your la-
bour are not so likely to be lost, and the con-
tinuance of your mission will not be made de-
pendent upon the healthof a single individual;
and thus your agent and those of the mother
church will strengtben the hards of one an-
other. That “union is strength” is in no way
more clearly demonstrated than from mission-
ary experience. Calcutta, Bombay, and Madras
are already occupied by members of various
missionary socicties, so that thereis not so loud
a call from these cities a8 many others which
are wholly unoccupied. Besides, each of thess
being a more or less confined sphere, there is
the constant danger of clashing with those
laboring in tbo same cauge. I am sure the feel-
ing of every missionary is: Give me a field
where I shall bo free to act, without in any
meagure interfering with my brethren, or excit-
ing their envy and displeasure,

Gysah and Sealkote next present themselves
a3 o sphere of labour for the Casadian church,

Our able snd worthy friend Mr. Clark stands
all alone at Gyah, but I understand that the
Committee intend sending another missionary
to that station scon. My inexperience prevents
me from speaking upou the comparative merits of
Hindostan and the Punjab as mission fields; and
with reference to the latter there aro three con-
siderations that tell forcibly in its favour. In
the first place the officers in the civil service,
from the Lieutenant Governor downwards, are
many of them thorough Christian men, lending
not only their moral influence, butalso pecuni-
ary support to the Episcopalian, American, aad
Scotch missions in the Pupjab. Witha con-
sistent Christian rule we may surely look for
God's blessing here. Besides, the country is
much more healthy than it is farther South, and
in the case of failing bealth we car casily run
up to the Hills 10 be restored by their bracing
atmosphere ; and as you are vot likely to be
sble for some time tosupport a regular mission
establishment, the liberality of the Europeans
in the Punjab would enable you io carry on
your operations. To give you an ides of the
kelp you may receive in ihis way, I may men-
tion that by a special effort we have raised
nearly £100 since the first of January,

You ask what it would require for ihe sup-
port of & missionary. I may state that we were
sent ont on a salary of £350 per annum. The
expense of our mission Day School is about £6
mounthly, the half of which will, we expect, be
met by o Goverament graptin aid, A cate-
chist’s monthly salsry is £3,

The half-caste boys, Alfred and Heary Zeig-
lar, have, contrary to my expectations, beca sup-
ported by their stepfather,

But may I be allowed to ask the two Sab-
bath Schools to show the same kindaess and
extend the same support 1o ¢wo other orphans,
tho one named Gum Dean, of the Miktar or
Sweeper caste, sbout eight years of age, &
pleasant smart boy; and the other, Kaream
Ullah, 2 Mussulman boy, 6 years of age. Thope
in a future letter to send you some account of
theso two boys, along with a letter from onc of
our catechists addressed to the Sabbath-Sche -
children themselves. Excuse wy abrupt con-

clusion, but I mustcloge; with kindest regards
to yourself, and with every wish for your suc-
cess in your various undertakings,
Believe me, my dear sir,
Most sincerely yours,
RoBERT PATERSON.

b o,

For the Presbyterian.

Sapsatn Scuoors—Every wise Minister of
our Church will do inall bis power to encounrage
Sabbath Schools. He will remember them in
his public and private prayers. We feel asgured
that mapy clergymen might do more than bas
yet been accomplished in this important snhere,
by directly encouraging the teachers, by show-
dng a greater appreciation of the value and
importance of their work, and entering with
sympathy into the trials and discouragements
incident to their self-iraposed lebor. For the
best of men need sympatby, the most wilieg
aund srdent Christian laborers are cheered by
the cvuntenance and support of those who are
their gpiritual overseers.

But we would at present gain the ears of
teachers, and of those who should be engaged
in the Sabbath School. Can no golden-meuthed
speaker be found to arcuse more laborers to
work in thismost useful and interesting feld ?
Go where you choose, to the city, to the back~
woods, to the steepled charch or the log school-
house, and a scarcity of teachers is ever appa-
rent.

A Sabbath-School teacher's work may be
divided into two parts, that in the school, and
that out of it. Promisently smoog the duties
included in the last class we would put visiting.
Ia sparsely apnd newly scttled localities, we
are aware that visiting is scarcely practicable;
but in older settlements, villages, and towns, it
ought to be considered as an indispensable part
of a teacher'sduty ; weareaware that itis rarely
so regarded, and mostunfortunately so, as there-
by Sabbath Schools often barely exist, where
they might otherwise flourish and increase.

We affirm that a teacher should sever consi-
der his dutly performed when he leaves an
sbsent child unvisited or uncared for. He
ought to embrace the earliest opportunity to
find out the why and wherefare the absent gae
comes not.

Little do some teachers know the satisfac-
tion, nay the pleasure they lose by neglacting
ihis part of their work. The importance of
thig duty is particularly great in lacge towns,
where many cbildren come from homes whence
no parent ever issues for Church.

We might say, let School Superintendents
admit teachers only who are qualified to visit
as well as to teach. But how can we? Why,
one half of our teackers would thus be set aside,
It is cnough that we "teach, many Sabbath-
School teachers may say. Your Lord, my dear
friend, never said cpough. Thank Ged that
you are privileged to teach in a Sabbath School 5
sco then we bescech you that you work faith~
fully. Itis not by Ministers alone that Zion's
walls are 1o be built, but by the cordial co-ope-
ration of Christians generally. We are well
aware that nota few of our = st Sabbath-
School teachers are busily engaged thraugh

bo week, and how can such seek for a missing
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scholar, or search out for a new one. Would
they misspend a Sabbath hour in such a cause?
We think not. Rarely would such visits be need-
ed were teachers to meet theirclagses with thank-
ful hearts, well-prepared lessons, and prayerful
spirits. J. D. R,

To the Editor of the Piresbyterian,

Sir,—The writer of a communication signed
‘“Auld Kirk” in the Presbyterian for August,
has taken a great deal of unnecessary trouble
in attacking a letter in a previous number
signed “ Canadensis.” The conscience of “ Ca-
nadensis,” who is led by sympathy and asso-
ciation in quite a different direction, is very clear
indeed of having done anything to ‘raise®
the union agitation. That letter took no side,
but gimply endeavoured to show that those
who do advocate union have many valid and
weighty reasons for doing 80; that they have a
right to hold and to urge their conscientious
views, without coming under such unsparing de-
nunciations as certain anti-unionists have heap-
ed upon them; that their advocacy of their views
is to be congidered with respectful attention,
and that a question of such grave importance
should be considered and discussed with Chris-
tian calmnes<, fairness, barmony and love.
These are certainly no unreasonable claims, and
it is to be hoped there are very few even among
anti-unionists who would dispute them.

The question of union is not one surely that
should be rashly judged of a priori under the
influence of feeling or interest; it is one so
wide and complicated that the deepest consi-
deration will not be thrown away upon it;
while the events of every month and year vary
its aspects and place it in new points of view.
In such & matter it i3 surely our duty to seek
for light from on high, and humbly, and so far
as in us lies, with unbiassed judgment to en-
deavour to see the path of duty, which once
found, no consideration should prevent us from
leaving.

The position that the advocates of union are
‘“‘rebels” and “enemies” to the church, we
think “ Auld Kirk ” would find i: difficult to
maintain, The Cburch of Scotland, if she be
swhat we believe her, would not wish to claim
our continued connection with her one moment
donger than would be for the interests of
Christ's kingdom, the glory of God, and the
evangelisation of this province. If these ob-
jects are to be best served by having one united
and flourishing Presbyterinn Church, instead
of a number of contending rival sections, we
are sure that the sanction of every man in the
Church of Scotland, whose sanction is worth
having, would rest upon the union. To make
an idol of any church organisation or church
connection, how dear and time hallowed
so ever, and place it above or in opposition
to the interests of the work our Master has
given ns to do, would be as unwarrantable
and injurious & piecc of high-churcaism as any
we censure in the Church of England. At all
events, far from meeting with opposition in
the Church at home, the proposed union al-
ready calls forth approving voices from her
rapks, and some of our best and wisest men
are coming to desire the same union for them-
| S
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selves, and to long for the day when in Scot~
land, as in Canada, al{ breaches in the Presby-
terian Church shall be for ever done away.

In such circumstances we do not believe
that one particle of the support at present given
to Queen’s College by the Church of Scotland
would be grudged either by the poor or the
rich contributors, for the reason that its theolo-
gical students may at a future time form a por-
tion of & United Presbyterian Church of Ca-
nada. Whatis given is given for the dissemina-
tion of the pure gospel in this country, and »f
that can be best accomplished by union, we be-
lieve the donors would be the last to object.
The assertion again repeated by * Auld Kirk ”
that Queen’s College is the nursing mother of so
much unionism, whether such an imputation
would be discreditable to her or not, is nof true!
We know whereof we affirm when we assert
that any union feeling that may exist among
a part, and ¢ part only, of its students, is not
due to College influence, but is the natural
effect of their expericnce in their missionary
labours during the vacation, when they 50 of-
ten find their path obstructed, and their labours
impeded, by the divisions at present existing.
We trust for the sake of our Christian large-
heartedness and missionary spirit as a church,
that there are but few congregations who would
withhold their contribution from so useful and
necessary an object as the Bursary Scheme of
the College, for the reason that some of the
students who may benefit by it, actuated by an
honest desire for the spread of that gospel to
which they devote their lives, desire a union
as the best means of the fullest success.

The argument for union drawn from_ the
present state of the Church of England, al-
though the writer of the Record may have used
it under some misapprehension, is a valid and
important one. The Church of England, whe-
ther High Church or Low Charch,is extend-
ing her operations in this province with a zeal,
a rapidity, aod efficiency that is leaving‘us far
behind, and i3 more and more heavily out-
weighiog us in number, and influence. If Pres-
byterianism in Canada is to be able in any de-
gree to cope with Episcopalianism in political
and social influence, we see no way in which
it can be accomplished except by an eventual
union.

However, it is not our desire at present to
enter further upon the merits of the question,
feeling that there can as yet be so little cer-
tainty of what is best. We only desire that
the matter be fairly considered and candidly
and calmly discussed, and that those who im-
pelled certainly by no interested mot’.e feel
bound to advocate the unionm, shoula receive
what ig their right,—a fair and courteous hear-
ing; above all, that the discussion be charac-
terised by that brotherly kindness and loving
forbearance becoming the disciples of & Mas-
ter who left it as His last command, * That
ye love one another as I have loved you, that ye
also love one another.” CANADENSIS.

To the Edilor of the Presbyterian.

Str,—In the last issue of the Presbyterian
my attention was drawn to 8 communicatlon
signed * Presbuteros,” the chief aim of which
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geems to be, to establish the fact that a Union
of the Presbyterian Church of Canada in con-
nection with the Church of Scotland, with the
now other body of Presbyierians in this Pro-
vince, i8 necessary and even desired by a ma-
jority of the lay members of that church; at
least of those within its pale that can think for
themselves.” As to the wmerits or demerits of
the cage brought forward by your correspon-
dent, I have at present very little to say, al-
though I have doubts of the correctness of
the premises laid down by him; but touching
his remarks on the missionary tour of the Rev.
Mr. Dobie through the townships of Eldon, Not-
tawasagsa, and Brock, I feel it my duty tosaya
few words. As a preliminary then, sir, I would
say, that if ¢ Presbuteros” is put forward as
the champion of Union, I think a very bad se-
lection bas been made, for assuredly the cause
must suffer much at such an one’s band ; the
magnet which he exhibits for Union may be
a true and valuable one, but tbat be encircles
it with a negative or repelling materisl, no
one I think who read the communication in
question will attempt to deny. Who that
knows the genuine stamp of independence and
gelf-regpect in the Scottish character, can for a
moment believe that their being characterised
by ' Presbuteros” as almost incapable of
thinking for themselves, is well calculated to
draw that peop'e into Upion ? I say none ; rather
the reverse; hence that an injury to the cause
of Union must arise is certain. In speaking of
Mr. Dobie’s mission through Eldon, &c., &c.,
he says * the Highlanders adore their minister,
if they can tolerate him at all; they transfer the
chivalric attachment formerly extended to
their chieftain, now that chieftainship is no
more, to their ministers, and that as the minis-
ters think so think the people; that they are im-
petuous, and do nothing by halves; that a
check might be put to their impetuosity by a
little fact on the part of their minister, by which
he could guide them at his will.”

It is true, sir, such language was indulged
in by a Macaulay towards our Highland coun-
irymen, for reasons well pointed out by a Hugh
Miller ; reasons that can scarcely justify ¢ Pres-
buteros” quoting (without credit) as an argu-
ment for Presbyterian Union. In this borrow-
ed delineation of character of those * High-
land people” in church matters, your corres-
pondent shews an utter ignorance of their
true position in the various churches to which
they belong. 1 know sometbing of those
* Highland people,” having lived more or less
amongst them in this land of our adoption for
the last quarter of a century, and with great
pleazure have worshipped at the same altar
with many of them; I bave met them at our
churches, where matters temporal and spiritual
have been discussed, and I have ever fornd
them able and willing to promote or adopt
what seemed to a majority of us the most en-
lightened course on any subject, with a single
eye to the advancement of the best interests of
their church; and that not only would they re-
sist & check being put upon them by their most
cherished minister through his best fact, but
they would often lay down principles by which
ke fourd it well to be guided. Not only that,
but they have invariably shewn the greatest li-

berality according to their means for the sup-
port of a faithful minister. Can such men, sir,
with impunity be stigmatized as being “cager
to grasp at an excuge to conceal the stronger
reason of unwillingness to part with their mo-
pey in their not contributing unconditionally
to the Home Mission Fund,” at the meetings
referred to by the Rev. Mr. Dobie in his re-
port, or that there subsists amongst them to-
wards the members of the other church a feeling
which leads them to hoot them as they pess
on the Sabbath. Nay, sir, such charges can-
not be tolerated, for I have no hesitation in say-
ing that the whole is unfounded. In charity,
Ibavs no doubt but * Presbuteros” has been
misinformed regarding those ¢ Highland peo-
ple” in their church matters, as much s¢ as
he was by ‘* Macaulay” in their national cha-
racter, and in your next issue he will no doubt
make the ¢ amende honorable” it is due to
them, and a generous mind will not withhold it.

Mr. Dobie too seems to be made the butt of
¢ Presbuteros’” scorn, in not baving taken
such and such a courseat the meeting in ques-
tion; but I will leave bim in Mr. Dobie’s hands,
who is well able to plead his own cause. In
conclusion, sir, let me say that if that portion
of our church (however small) who are desit-
ous of Union, will reason the matter in scber
earnestness, without imputing unwoithy mo-
tives to those who may at pregent differ with
them in opinion, it i3 well that every opportu-
nity should be given them through your va-
luable columns; in that way, I, for one, am an-
xious to hear an Union debated pro and con;
otherwise much more barm than good to the
Union must ensue ; and, excuse me, when I say
to you that a strong regard on your part to
the npature of all commurications tending ir
the least to arouse ill feeling in the laity of our
church is much to be desired, for as * Presbu-
teros” justly remarks, very little can be done
without them.

I am sir, yours, &c.,
A LOWLAXDER.
County of Ontario,
7th August, 1862.

To the Editor of the Presbytertan.

Dear Sir,—A correspondent in your last
number thinks he has divined who writes the
letters signed ¢ Presbuteros.” Lest whatever
of odium or credit may arise from the perform-
ance be attributed to a wrong personm, the
writer begs to state that it wouid add nothing
either one way or other for the public to know
who he i3, but that your correspondent’s sur-
mise is not correct. Perhaps the writer will
no longer be considered ¢ icy-cold,” when he
says that Mr, Dobie bas made an imperlinent as-
sumption in inferring that Presbuteros “knows
by bitter experience somewhat of the evils” of
voluntaryism, or in other words that he came
from a voluntary Church into the Church of
Scotland, and so is not entitled to bz heard on
this question. Whatever right he has to a
voice in matters affecting the Church, the
writer knows no more of voluntaryism than he
has learned in our own Church in Canads, but
he has had bis eyes and ears open, and thinks
he has seen quite enough of it. Certain per-
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sons assume that they monopolize all the affec-
tion for the Church of Scotland, and that their |
views alone consist with attachment to that
Church; but the writer desires to let it be
known to Mr. Dobic and every one else who
thinks that no man can be true to his Church
fvho advocates union, that Presbuteros had an
1pnterest in the Church of Scotland in Canada
before Mr. Dobie had,—that his intereste are
more identified with her—and that, therefore,
it may be naturally supposed he loves her as
ardently. And he begs to add that in all
generations since there was 2 Church of Scot-
land, his fathers bav been true to her colours.
KNursed and educated in that Church, he has |
strivea to rid himself of all passion, and to
ascend to a point of observation abore the
£tmosphere of prejudice and intolesance, in
order to view the question calmly on its own
merits.  Having made this declaration, he
assures Mr. Dobie that he has not been biassed
by any other considerations than those which
he wishes to present in these articles, and
further, that he is determined not to be drawn
away from the main question into s.dc issues.
What is written is of more importance than
who “vrites it ; and Presbuteros invites attention
1o the figures, facts, and reasonings which he
Tespectfully submits, belicving, whatever Mr. |
Dobic believes, that after all; * calculations”
arc of mere value to rational beings than
declamations or_fulminations.

We continue to discuss the question, what

!
!
|
i
i
!
!

practical good would flow from the union?
Secondly, it would crable the three bodics of |
Presbylterians o concentrate their strength so as
1o suslain cfficiently their public schemes. That i
“* Union is streagth” is a trite aphorism, but
it isas true as it is common. The strength that
would result from the union in bringing ordin-
aunces within the reach of the entire Presbyter-
ian population of the country, we endeavoured
to draw attention to in the last letter. If
union would be strength in helping forward
home missionary operations, we think it would
be streng*h in carrying out foreizm schemes !
also. Beinitiated a Jewish Mission which kas
dicd in our hards, pot it is 1rue from lack of |
support as an immediate cause, for the people
coatributed well ; butafier all the want of funds |
was the alti;ate cause.  Qur missionary was
himself adequately supported, but hie called for ¢
helpers in the form of teachers as well as
preachers.  Tha committee for Iack of means
could ot respond to this call, and thercfore
our Jewish Mission is defanct. Were the
490,000 P’resbyterians of the British Americsn
Provinces, or even the 300,000 in the Canadas,
instead of 105,609, to unite in a Jewish Mission,
there might be same praepect of saccess.
Althorgh the Foreign Mission commitiee bas
iz the weantime saspended operttions in the
East, the foreiga Seld is not to te gizen mp. ¢
The committee has resolved to devote attention
%o the Preshyterians in Vanconvess Island and |
British Columbia, as their proximity tous, and |
their commanity of origin wath us, gave thema
manifest claim cpon our regard.  We find that
the Canada Preshyterian Chure. has antici-
pated ©s in this movement, for she hias slready
seat three o7 foar Missionaries to these distant
colonies. [If we could sead two or three aftes .
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them to co-operate with them, we might look
for the rai.d rise of & new Colonial Church in
those districts.

The Foreign Mission Committees of the
Church of Scotland, after a long trial, have
come to the conclusion that a weak Mission,
that is a Mission of one or two individualsin a
large territory, is little better than no Mission
at all, and so heve resolved to concentrate
their forces henceforward.  Itswas by keeping
his forces in near proximity to oane another
that Napoleon was able to effect his most bril-
linnt coups de main. The union which is
military strength is also Missionary strength,
and that distribution which is military weak-
ness is also Missionary weakness. Set a man
here and another 400 miles from him, and their
labours will scarcely make an impressios; but
place them within an easy distance of cach
other, ana the waves of their combined spiritual
power will meet and blend, besides that they
will be able to sce each other occasionally to
cheer cach otheron in the thorny pathof daty.
The true plan of taking a town 1s to ply the
batteries against it unceasingly, for unless this
is done the damage done in one hour will be
repaired in the next; so the only way to make
a breach in Satan's stronghold of heathenism,
is to send a sufficient number of men to direct
an ever active battery of the truth against the
fortresses of error.  Steart, Jackson, and Lee
by throwing their forces together are able to
disperse arm’es and storm citics; whereas
their opponents fritter away their strength by
an unwise tripartite division of their troops.

To make these observations bear upon the
question before us, could the Missionaries to be
sent by us only unite their spiritual batteries
with those Presbrterian Yissionaries who are
alresdy there, they might be able to cffect a
breach in the ranks of irrcligion and ignorance
which no doabt prevail in those colonics; on
the other hand, acting not only from djfftrent
hases of operations, but crossing one another’s
plans, their cfforts will secure comparatively
small reralts.

What union would cffect in Home and
Porcign Missionary operations, it would also
cffcctin the Presbyterian Collegiate Institutions
of the country, namely, strength. The theologi-
cal Hall of the TUnited Preshyterian body has
heen surrendeped, and tne students of the
United Church all attend Knox’s College. A
forther concentration might take place were
th~y uniting with us, namely merging Knox's
College into Queea's College, ns the Ia ter has
corporate powers. At present the staff of
Professors in Queen's College is too Jimited,
and b3 such an amalgamation as we have sug-
gested, the ekaiss of Hebrew, Biblical Criticism,
and Church History, might be divided into xt
least two distinct Professorships, if notinto
three. In like manaer Momal Philosophr,

. Mental Philasophy, and Logic might be separ-

ated, as also perhaps Natural Philosophy and
dathematics, s well as Latinxnd Greek. This
division of lIabour, brsides relieving Professors
of burdeas far too henvr far them, wonld be of
the greatest benefit to the fotare Presbyieriac
Ministers of Canads, as it wenld prace their
litetvry and theological adeantages on a level
with those enjoyed in England, Scotland, snd
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Ireland. The members of the Canada Presby-
terian Church would certainly be the greatest
gainers by such a union of theological forces,
a3 they would have e2asicr access to academic
honours than they have at present, ag well as
heve a measure of control over an Institution
acknowledged all over the land, and sustained
to a certain extent by the Governmecnt of the
country; but we would be no losers by it, as
we would thereby secure the moneys which
they are at present expending on a separate
institution, and more cspecially secure that
co-operation which would compel the rulers of
the land to grant to our College a larger share
of public support. We cansot suppose that
the very ungracious discussion which took
place in the Cansda Presbyterian Synod in
June last, was the result of that body’s adopt-
ing the notion that such institutions as Queen'’s
Gollege are not catitled to government aid: it
was purely a party movement which meant,
®e¢ will not allow others advantages which we
cannot reap ourselves; or perhaps it was s
rebound from us, meant to be a set-off to the
action of our Synod at Quebec. Their action
is indefensible, 23 we believe ours was on that
Occasion.

As Queen’s College has bcen mentioned, it
will be as well to draw attention bere to cer-
tain bints and insinustions which have been
thrown out by correspondents in regard to the
influence of that institution upon this question.
We know upon the very best information that
what “Canadensis” stated in a letter published
in your issue of May, is correct.  We quote bis
words: “Apy one who bas noticed the speeches
and votes of our Synod may sce for bimsclf
that among thc ministers educated at Queen's
College there prevails as great and as marked
diversity of opinion as among their brethren of
Scottish birth and cducation. Nor is it the
case, as has also been intimated, that the minds
of students for the Church aro influenced on
this point during their college training."—
Whatever may be the practice under the present
Professor of Divinity, we Anow that the unani-
mmous asscriion of all the students under former
régimes could be had to the cffect that the
qucstion was never once mooicd by professors,
nor even discussed in conversation by the sta-
deats. The first introduction of the topic to
the minds of studeats, prafessors, ministers, and
people, wes given when that small body of
ministers met in the manse at Kingston, and
talked over the matier previous to submitling
the overturo oa the subject in 1860, and if a
professor moved ity thet was more by accident
than anything clse. Yet ¢ Auld Kitk® persists
in saying that Queen’s Callege is * the nursicg
mother of this Unionism." 1%t would be neither
blamable nor unnaturst were all young Cana-
dian ministers snimated by a right love of their
pative country, to give their sympathics to the
consolidation of a national church.® And
sgain, “Whatever may be the private opinion
of the professors, they do =o! scek to bias in
any way the young wen under theis tesching,
s2d they are in no degree responsible for the
conclasions srrived 8¢ by thur studeats, which
anre {ormed by them indopendently of callege

influences, and generally frowm thesr owa obser- | 811 along been sssuming
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missionary work throughout the country.”

To return to the discussion; in case of 8
Union Dr. Cook might get ¢ Morrin College ?
into full life immediately, as it would be nced-
ed for the better accommodation of students
in the Lower Provinces, if indeed there might
pot be got established a Presbyterian College
in Pictou, Halifax, or St. John's.

3. 4 [}nion would open up posilions of use-
fulness to our deserving and ambifious students
and young preachers. This is & fact well wor-
thy of consideration by the parties whose in-
terests would thus be forwarded. We bave
very few prizes within the limits of our church;
one church in Quebec, two in Montreal, one in
Corawall, one in Kingston, and we barely ad-
mit one in Toronto and one in Hamilton;
whereas, they bhave one in Quebec, three in
Montresl, three in Torento, three in Hamilton,
one in Galt, and one in Cobourg, all first-rate
congregations.

4. &2 Union would enable us to give suck a tes-
timony for the peculiaritics of Presbylerianism
as we cannol grre in our divided stafe. Thisis
a matter of some importance ; but it scems to
be lost sight of in our days and in our country.
1t is the houss divided against itsclf instead of
uniting to resist the encroachments of neigh-
bours. Whilst we are qusrrelling amongst
oursclves about our fences, others are carrying
off our wheat withont opposition. On onc side
are the Methodists, who 1eke all our people in
the outlandish parts into their communion;
sod on the otber side the Episcopalions who
take away the showy, fashionable people ir
the wealthy and stylist communitics. The
former we have no cause to be jealous of, for
they really do a good service to the neglected
people in tbe backwoods—they are the reli-
gious pioncers of the country, and as such are
entitled to very goeat credit, even although not
learncd or accomplished men. We feel that
they do indeed some mischief, by debzurhing
the minds of the people, destroying the charm
of the pastoral relationship, and unhinging the
affections of the young towsards any peculiar
church; but we £nd that as we are able to
come in and occupy the ground, our pcopic
come back tous. Presbyteriznism and Metho-
dism canoot flourish in the same ficid, and the
former is generally proof ageinst the latler, cs-
pecislly when the usual cducation in the
shorter catechism and confession of faith is
given.

But Prelacyand Preshbylerinnism are nstaral-
Iy and historically antagonistic to cach other.
The forrner has msede rapid progress over the
country owing to the compactness sad com-
pleteaess of its organizstion, and the encrgy of
him wbo has so loog berded it. X2 one can
£ad faalt with the members of any church
sceking te 3xtend her borders—on the contrary
1t is natural and proper that they should; for
it ought to be taken for Franted that every
onc thinks bhis owa chorch the best, and henes
it is gencrosity and beacvolence to bring others
to taste of the best. Bt there is a differcace
betwixt using persuasion and emploFing arti~
fccand assumpiion to aggrandize ¢ u¢'s church.
And the Church of England in this country has
certain thiags for

vatioa and cxperience ia the course of thewr 1 rights. Ske long sssumed thatshealone had a
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right to gparticipate in the revenues of the
clergy reserves, and owing to that very as-
sumption the clergy reserves have been lost
both to her clergy and tho protestant clergy
of the province generally. Altbough Earl
Russel decided that no colonial bishop has s
lawful right to be styled Lord, we find that
what has been generally assigned to them by
courtesy is now beginning to be regarded by
them as a right, and they claim the title. Tue
Rectors throughout the Province raport the
entire population within the limits of their rec-
tories as belonging to their parishes, ignoring
the existence of other creeds altogether. In
like manner they assume that the institutions
of the different localities arc or ought to be
under their control. They sce that they can-
not obtain an ascendency over the common
schools as they are at present constituted, and
so they are prepared to demolish the system.
But they scem to have planned to gain the di-
rection and patronage of the grammar schools,
and they have in a large measure succeeded.
They know that i they can put Church of
England masters into the grammar schoois,
their influence will secretly and insensibly
effect that pre-possession in favour of the Epis-
copal Church in the minds of the better classes
which could not be sccured in any other way.
if they could succeed in getting separate
schools and hold & supremsacy over the gram-
mar schools they feel that theit cause would
rest upon a safe and sure basis.

Now, therc is no other corrective to the ad-
vances of Prelacy than Presbyterisnism; Metho-
dism is content to operate for the most part, es-
pecially in the country districts, upon the lower
and liess intelligent classes.  For these Episco-
pacy is not prone to bid high, o long as the
more intelligent and influential of the popula-
tion are secured, so that Methodism is tolerated;
but Presbyterianism competes for the favour
and support of the same classes as Episcopacy,
tud is thus especially nauseous to the bishops
and their clergy. Besides, Mcthodism is an
offshoot of the Church of England, and &s such
does nct offer s0 roarked a contrast to her ss
Presbyterianism does; a system taking its rise
contemporancously with her, and competing
with her for podblic favour siace ever the Charch
of England became Protestant.  Thevery name
of Knox is to some of the High Church party of
the Provincial Episcopalians ¢ hateful because
of the influence which he had ever the Church of
Eogland in his day, what is most evengelical
in ber 39 articles having been inserted at bis
instance. The fact of his refusing a bishopric
beeause he believed the Church was not fully
reformed from popery, and because the office of
a bishop such as it was then, and is still con-
sidered in that Chrech, was whally unscriptural
and pernicions, has placed his characles in an
odious light to them. Aad the fact that Pres-
byterianism did for 2 Scason triumph over Epis-
copacy in Engiand has not made them any
better disposed towards the followers of Rnox
in genenral. Presbyterianismis then the natarsal
and historicsl antidote o Bpiscopacy, and if we
would prevent the Church of Bagland party
from completely influencing the countsy, we
bxd better consoiidate our forees.

And if the Chureh of England and ircland
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clergy in Canada confined themselves to teach-
ing what is contained in the 39 articles, or what
is consistent with them, there would not be so
much occasion for alarm ; but when a bishop
takes it upon himself to ridicule what is most
truthful and philosophical in our standard, and
what is evidently taught in Ais own, thero is
something worse for us to combat than the
ecclesiastical polity of their Church, namely, the
rankest errors. There are some excellent men
within that Church, some even in the highest
positions, for whom we entertein a very high
respect, even approaching to affection ; but these
arc the evangelical men, men whose creed i3
founded upon the 39 articles, and whose feel-
ings are therefore on all doctrinal points akin
to those of Presbyterians.

Such is the constitution of society in Canada,
where the principle of equality obtains very
largely, in practice at least, if not in theory,
tbat it is a soil congenial to Presbyterianism.
Even the Church of England feels this, as was
observed by the Editor of the Charch of Scot-
land Home and Foreign Missionary Record, and
has popularized her system by conceding Dio-
cesan Synods with a large Iay clement in them,
If then we arc honest Presbyterians—that is;
Presbyterians from conviction—should we not
seek to propagate that system of truth which
we think most agreeable to the word of God
and the principles of right reason? Would
it not be a token of faith in our own principles
to seck to give them the widest reach possible?
Arc we to bave petty strifes amongst ourselves,
thus spending our strength, whilst we offer no
opposition to those betwixt whom and us there
is a tenfold wider breach? We leave the ques-
tion to be considercd by those who are anxious
that the present state of Presbyterian division
shall be perpetuated.

TipecBurepos.

»

To the Editor of the Presbyterian.”

Sir,—As I did not receive my copy of your
last issue until the middle of the month, I
could not entertain the hope that my recog-
nition of & production over Presbuteros could
reach Fou in time for insertion in your imme-
diately succeeding issue ; and but for the high-
1y reprehensible character of a considerable
portion of that production, I shonld not now,
nor perbaps in future, avail myself of the
privilege of your columns. I believe thatitis
the first time I have done so. In consideration,
towever, of what is due to myself and those
Presbuteros has wsed the freedom of abusiag
and insulting, [ fecel compelied thus to notice
the fruit of hislabour. I cannothclp thinking
that ke wounld have acted more wisely, and bave
done betler service to the cause which he kas
espoused, by haviag withheld his offspring from
the view of the public, and concealed it under
his mask, =long with his stiletto. The birth
nevertheless bas been presented, and thestiletto
bas been used, potting me and others on our
defence. Inm the second column of page 230,
Presbuteros says: “But we opine that thestateof
feeling in Bldon, Thorald, Nottawasaga, and
Brock, in regasd to this question is by far the
exception sud not the role, and that in no othee
settlement have the people been so foolish as
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10 take a final ground of determined opposition
to union. May I be allowedto inform you, Pres-
buteros, for your consolation, that there is no
determined opposition to union in the settle-
ments referred to. In regard to this, as well
as other matters, you should have obtained
more correct information. The people of these
and other settlements are for union, the union
which they believe, and bonestly believe, could
afford the hope to them thbat the gospel would
be enjoyed by themselves and their descendants,
8s their fathers before them enjoyed it, in the
Church of Scotland, and that unity, and bar-
mony, and peace, and love would be her in-
heritence. And what union isthat does Pres-
buteros demand ? A union on the principle re-
cognised in the historr of the Prodigal—the
retarn (with suitable acknowledgments) of
those wholeft the Church, to the Church which
they left—the Church of Scotland. XNo other
union would be consistent with principle
—would be wise for us to entertain—or, in our
peculiar circumstances, would be practicable.
But, Presbuteros, you are right, if youallude to
any other union ; and you shall experience the
fall force of this determined opposition to such
an heterogeneous coalition &s you would seem
to contemplate; an union, which they, right or
wrong, candidly and honmestly believe would be
fraught with peril to the most sacred interests
of their descendants, and which would have
any result but that of lasting barmony and
peace. These weighty coasiderations they are
not prepared to hazard on x possibility—not
cven cn a probabilitv. The bitter experience
of nearly tweaty years has taught them more
than you, Presbutcros, appear to be aware of;
or, if aware of it, are unwillingtoavew. You
say that # the warm attacbhment of these High-
landcrs to the Church of their fathers caunot
for & moment be doubted ; it is the character-
istic of the Caltsnot todo things by halves,” &c.
Yes, Presbutcros, these Highlandershavea warm
attachment to the Church of Scotland, but
that attachmeat is not & mere animal fecling;
but an enlightened, patriotic, and conscicntious
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within the Church of Scotland whilst their
bearts would be without ber.

Their principle not being cxpediency, does
not admit of halves; aand their conscience not
being india-rubber i3 not elastic. They wish
practically to remember the Apostle’s words :
“Be ye steadfast and immovable ;¥ and Christ's
saying, ** Ho that is not with me is against me.”
In the above quotation we would be almost dis-
posed to suspect you of intending & compliment
to the Highlanders. No sooner, however, had
you written thisseemingly complimentary sen-
tence than you determined 10 prevent the possi-
bility of its being uaderstood as an intended
compliment ; and thercfore you forget not to
say : “They adore their minister if they can
tolerate himat all,’&c. Ichallenge the prodac-
tion of language more indicative of bad feeling,
deadly intention, uncharitableness, and dis-
regard to the truth of the case ; language under
the circumstances that would more justify the
use of the words of the Psalmist, ¢ Thou bast
thrust sore at me that Imight fall, bat the
Lord helped me.” The stiletto which you,
Presbuteros, hitherto so cautiously concealed
underyour coverof bland, plausible, and accom-
modating professions of union, 2and forgiveness,
and love, 1s now extracted from itg covert and
used—and agsainst whom? The ministers and
Highlanders of Canada —and for whatrcason?
for none other cause than their attachment to,
aad veneration for the Church of Scotland—
the Chaorch of their fathers! ¢ They adore
their minister if they can tolerate him at all.”
That is the inference that can be drawa from

such language? what may fairly be deduced
from it? but that thc ministers of the High-
landers may be very corrupt, and be tolerated
by them up to a degree, ora few degrees of the
vicinity of utter worthlessness. These High-
landers you would thus degrade are not idol-
aters. They do not ‘“adore” their ministers,
but they have been, are, ard will, I hope, be ac-
customed to love and respect their ministers,
when worthy of their love and esteem, cven

though they be not perfect ; and for this they

attachmeant, aa attachment on principle; and | deserve respectful consideration, and not aba-
sach being its character, it admits not of halves. | sive language. Would it be very high pre-

it is the very opposite of that of the Puscyites
in the Church of England who dishonestly and
traitorously continue within her pale (living
upon her bounty), while clandestiacly inocu-
lating her with their poison, and aticnating the
people from her. Do you really believe, even
conceive, that the Highland Mioisters of the
Charch, whom you have so liberally aspersed,
would (for twenty-four hours) continue in the
Charch of Scotland, were they to have arrived
at your cstimate and conclusion—maost assur-
<dly not. Up to the moment of having de-
liberately and conclusively made ap theirmind
in the matter, they would continbe faithfal,
honoursble, and trae to her; and when they
bade ber adico, they would leave her with aa
spproviag conscience, that, whilst they re-
mained within ber pale, they used no dicect or
indirect expedicnt to lessen the respect of her

sumption? Wouald it be unpardonable pre-
sumption, Presbuteros,to “venture Lo suggest”
# that coen you ha -+ given conclusive evidence
that you caonot, without iccurring the risk of
challenge, assert & rightfal claim to perfect ex-
cmption from all possible imperfection. You,
sir, would have the Highlanders to be recog-
niscd as mere serfs, lorded over at will and
pleasure, by that of all other despotisms
the most ignoble, and debasing, ard tyranaical
—ministerial or ccclesiastical despotism. 28
merely sclf contenient tools having no mind,

{ people.”

' no judgmenat, no principle, no conscicace of
{ theit own, *s mere trausferable property ; for
yousay * they transfer the chivalricattachment
formerly extended to their chicfixing, vow
that chicftainship is no more, to their ministers.
Therefore as their ministers think, so think the
Mean =are too oftea apt to think and

adhbercats to, or withdraw their affectians from | conclude of others by their knowledge and ex-

her.

10 do thiags by hkalves, you aver; it is es-
pecially so, sir, in reference to the subject un-
der consideration, their bodies would nol be

It is the characteristic of the Celts mot § pericnce of themselves. When thus dealing

out havock to the charscter and feelings of
others, did you catirely forget the words of &
| celebrated mav, in reference L0 any one wio
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would dare to use such liberty with him, I
shall treat him as a ¢alumniatorand a villain.’
You would have others to believe that the dis-
position manifested by the congregation youn
have honoured by special notice, was ‘* merelya
reflection of the mini: ters’ sentiments.” Thesc are
your words: “JItmay thenbe pretty safelyin-
ferred that the disposition manifested by the
congregations in the foregoing places was
merely areflection of the ministers’sentiments ;
and if the ministers had been at equal pains to
give them a bias in the other direction, or would
henceforward begin todo so, the same people
would be found ardent supporters of union.”
Never was an inference drawn or assertion made
in regard toit more incorrect, more iz compatible
with the truth of the case. Fow could it be other-
wise, the premises being false. What did the
people say to me, and to others, when they got
possession of the union overture, through the
columns of the Presbyterian and other sources,
especially the Globe’s account of Mr. Bell's
specch at the Free Church Synod at Hamilton,
immediately alter the dissolution of our owa
Synod. What bave they oftensaid since ? that
the vacillancy of ministers with regard to the
Church of Scotland excited serious suspicions;
and could not fail to produce an adverse im-
préssion on the minds of the people, and dam-
age religion in general—that it could not but }
have the effect of disarming their confidence
in, and respect for the ministers of onr Charch;
that they would not move backward and for-
ward as ministers dictated apd wished, in
matters of principle and conscience. Then
turning to the questionary mode they asked, Did
noi the Synod at one time send for a deputation
of emincnt ministers to Scotland in order to
correct the misrepresentations, and counteract '
the calumnies and prosclytising manccusres

of the enemics of the Church of Scotland;

and to advisc the peopie for their own, and for

their children’s sake, not to be induced toleave i
or forsake the Charch of their fathers ? Did not
the ministers of our Synod countenance, ac-
company and encouragce the deputations in the
performance of their arduous duty, and highly
approved of the atility, and faithfulness, and
hcoourable manner in which the deputations in
question fulfilled their mission, and were not our
ministers as faithful, honest and true men,
found so to act? Yes, sir,—the people you so
lightly esteem, thus said, and thus asked.—
Arc you aware that in the Presbytery of To-
ronto (and in others also 1 imagine) it was
deemed cxpedicnt, and absolutely necessary to
appoint particular members to the peformance
of the abore pressing duty, onc of these was
Dr. George—whodischarged the daty desolved
upon bhim ably and faithfully. In a certain
quacter one (who may be namecless) who was
going 1o snd fro upon the face of the earth,
mcl him, and they bad a scvere conflicy, in
which Dr. George was more than conqaeror.
And what was the special vocation of the abovo
prmciess personage in this and that place,
** Curse y¢ Meroz™ said the angel of the Lord,
“earse ye bitterly the inhabitants thrercof, be- |
cause they came ot to the help of the Lozd,

to the help of the Lord against the mighty.”

Aad what was the ase made of this portion of I
scripture ? what, Lut that the mighty repres-
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ented the churches of Rome, England, and

Scotland ; and depend upon it, the Church of
Scotland came in for more than her full share
of the imprecations. I counld supply you with
other references, but I forbear. And do you
ask where is this eminent personage now?
where, but in the union ; and now, Presbuleros,be
not offended, by my taking the liberty of asking
you are you really serious in wishing me and
others to “biag” and advise the above people
for such an union? Have not the people a

right to feel insulted, and have not the minis-
ters a particular resson to feel more than
insulted by being found fault with for not
endeavouring to cool their attachment to the
Church of Scotland, and “bias” their minds
for the union. In justification of myself, you
bave rendered it necessary that I should refer
to my past history in this matter. In 1843 I
dissented from the motion made in the Synod
for sympathising with the disruptionists in
Scotland. 1In 18441 voted with the majority of
our Synod against denying the Church of
Scotland and giving up our connection with
Eer. I heartily concurred and co-operated
with the home and foreign deputations referred
to. In Januoary, 1855, I attended the mesting of
Synod specially summoned to meet at Montreal
for the commutation ; and late at night, about
the close of the business, I got up and spoke as
follows.—* Moderator, we have all agreed to
cornmute, but the destination of the commauta-
tion fund bas not been fixed and determined,
and unless that fund be fixed and delermined,
for all time coming, for the maintenance of
the ministers of the Presby terian Churck of Ca-
ada in connection with the Church of Scotland,
exclusively, this right hand of mine shall neter
take instrumcntand sign a power of attorney to
draw my commuation money. Was it not, sir, in
virtue of having been recognized as th¢ Church
of Scotland that we cver had tho resertes?
Has it not been as ministers of the Church of
Scotland we have annuslly been paid out of
the reserves? Is it not in consequence of our
recognition as such by the Government that
we have it atall in our power to commute?
And did not the Church of Scotland use all
her influence, aand put forth all her emergies,
and subject herself to considerable trouble and
cxpense to securc the recovery to us? whilst
others did oot fail o put forth all their capabi-
litics, &nd to hiave recourse to every possible
expedient, in order to take them from us. I
therefore consider that we are in gratitude
bound, that, as gentlemen, apart from the con-
siderativn 2four being ministers of that Church,
we arc in honour bound to bave the fand so
fixed and determined.”  After s pause, Dr. Ma-
thicson got up and said : *Iam glad, [am right
heartily glad, that this matter :s brought for-
ward, cven at the -venth hour. I therefere
mov ¢ accordingly.” or. Cook got up and sug-
gested that Dr. Mathieson should give in a
written motion. Dr. Mathieson did so, which
was seconded and carried ananimously. The
motion is in these words: © That it be the fun-
damental principle of the commatation, that it
be for the maintenance of the ministers of the
Presbyterian Church of Canada in connection
with the Charch of Scotland, and that whea-
ever any minister shall cease to bt of that
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Church, he shall thereby -cease to have any
claim upon or right to said fund.,” Sofar asl
recollect these are the words of the motion;
but, Presbuteros, you may, if so disposed, satis-
fy yourself upou the subject by having recourse
to the records of that Synod. In this solemn
transaction, you, sir, cannot fail to perceive
that the bonour, the truth, the justice, and the
good faith of ministers are pledged; andshould
the ministers of our Synod tarnish the honour,
truth, justice, and good faith, thus plighted,
by trying to alienate that fund, they would
expose themselves to the indignation of the
apright, and the reboke of law and justice. In
1860, I opposed Dr. George's overtare for union,
and moved the amendment against it. In the
course of my reply, I declared my determina-
tion not to lenve the Church of Scotland for
the union in speculation, but my readiness for
the anion of & 7eturn of those who left the
Church, other things being equal. And not-
withstanding this my history in regard to the
foregoing considerations, you, Presbuteros, most
oncharitably judge, and most upjustly blame
me, for not contradicting myself—for not act-
ing myself, and for not endcavouring to induce
others to act against honest convictions—con-
victions which, so far as 1 am concerned, have
been deepening more and more, snd certainly
not to be affected or removed by sach exhibi-
bitions as you, in the exvberance of your union
zeal, have afforded. Would you blame me, sir,
for not advising others to do what my con-
science tells me I should not do myself, and
thus act the donble-minded, the hypocrite?
Do I invade the province of your conscience ?
Do I intrude myself into your inner chamber,
and, like the despot, domineer over—trample
wpon your right of private judgment? No,
sir. Do I libel you for following your convic-
tions and going to the union? So far from it,
that 1 mainiain that it redounds to one's
honour not to halt between two opinions, and
to follow out his hoaest, enlightened, conscien-
tions convictions, and that the not doing so is
to his dishonour. ‘ Let evcry man be persna-
ded in Lis own mind.” “ And who art thon
that judgest another man's servant 7 You say
that ““it would be qnite preposteroas for the
people to demand that the money contribated
by them to the Home Mission Fund shoald go
to the benefit of a united Church.” Were the
people told whon their money was asked, that
it was for such a union Church as that con-

templated ? or werd they asked for it for their
own Charch, specially for theic own Church?
and is it ¢ preposterous in them 1o demand ™
that good faith and honour be preserved with
them in reference to its application ? for re-
member, Presbuteros, that these peoplo affirm,

that your anion Charch is not, never has been, {
and is never intended to be their Church. “In
subjection” to their own Church, the Church of

Scotland, they, as in limes prst, intend alwags |
to be; and in this, asin other things, to submit |
(inthe Lord) to her goverament. What was the |
designation of thedepatation? Jastthis: “ The 4
Deputation of the Temporalities Board of the |
Presbyterian Charch of Canada in connection |
with the Charch of Scotland,” and when minis-
ters were requested to form part of the deputa-

tion, it was implied, in their consent, that they ,
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agreed and would endeavour, according to their
respective abilities, faithfally to fullow out that
designation, Were they for a. moment to en-
tertain the suspicion that the gentlemen com-
posing the Board were deficient in the princi-
ples of honour and good faith, and that they
had a covert design in the matter? Surely
not. The ministers took it for granted that
these gentlemen were honourable men, and
imposed it as 8 duty on the deputation to act
in honour and good faith with the people; and
thas give practical effect to their designation,
so that the people could not have afterwards
to allege that they were imposed upon, deceiv-
ed by their own ministers, who of all others
they had a right to expect should deal honestly,
honourably, and candidly with them. If it
were intended by the Board that the money to
be obtained was in the future to be applied as
you, Presbuteres, advocate, then the Board
acted unfairly and worse than unfaitly with
the deputation in not signifying to that effect.
They verily put the members of the deputation
in a false position. Bat until I have positivs,
overwhelming evidence to the contrary, .

consideration shall induce me to believe taat
these gentlemen counld be capable of acting
such a dishonourable part. You.say ¢ it would
perbaps be thought uncharitekle to say that
the excuses given for not contributing was &
very convenient one, and may have been ec.ger-
1y grasped at, £3 excuses often are, to conceal
the stronger reason, unwillingness to part with
their money.”  Perhaps.” There is no * per-
haps” in the matter. It is certainly and gross-
1y uncharitable, and it i3 moreover untrue, to
say so, as respects this congregation at any
rate, 2nd [ have no doubt that the other con-
gregations can say the same as concerning
themselves; for instance, Mr. McFadyen and
one of my elders (or his family) subscribed
$105, althougl: onc of the most determincd not
to leave the Church of Scotland for your union;
and permit me to say that he is a man who, on
account of his age, strong judgment, sound
common sense, and solid picty, would be con-
ferring an honour on you, Presbuteros, by ad-
mitting you into his inumacy ; so of others in
this congregation who subscribed the highest
figures from $60, $50, and under. In your
ventaring mood, jou, Presbuleros, hazard to
say, “Wec venture to suggest that our High-
land ministers ought to do somecthing to alley
the ill-fecling which cxists in their commu-
nities hetwixt thei: people and those of the
other church; and that they should denounce
the practice, said to be no unasual one, of
their hooting onc another as they pass on the
Sabbath-day. In such ciccumstances if the
ministers cither create the carrent or are car-
ried away by it, no wonder that they opposed
the aniop, &¢.” Your aim is evident; but, asit
happened at the “ Bull Run” affair, you have
inflicted a wound on your otwn party, and
then ran off ander cover of the litue particle
“if.,” Why not like & man have made an open
charge, and acted for once the partof chivairy?
Leave sour ambaush, throw off sour cloak of
Presbuleros, and let us sce whether sou are an
officer or a subaltern whea yon presamo to
" veatare " yous suggestion. Did you ' venture

first to put yoursclf in postession of the facts
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of the case, or did you satisfy yourself with a
suggestion ata venture? you would do well,
&ir, to bs more cauticus of your venturing pro-
pensity, even in your ambush, There is not—
neither bas there been, in this quarter, any such
hooting a8 you refor to. But this has been.
The people of the Free Church when meeting
our peopls going quietly angd inoffensively to
Chureh, often offended them by accostieg them
and saying, * You are going the wrong way ;
you should come afong with us where you
waoald bear the Gospel and get grace,” &¢. Now
do I offer this aga ¢ venture;" no, Igiveitas a
fact. Repeatedly from the pulpit, Presbuteros,
did I tell my peaple not to interrupt others
going to their own Church, whatever that
Church might be, that cvery one had a right
1o private judgoient and freedom of conscience ;
ihat I regarded the dragging and halwering in
Practice from ope poruon of Christ's Church to
anotker, as not only morally wroag, hata great
st ; and that my opinion of such conduct was,
that should they cver discover { would prac-
tise it, and not despise me for it, I shoold des-
pise them for not despising me. I repeatedly
advised them, and let me assure you, sir, I deem~
ed it absolutely necessary because of the pro-
vocations offered, never to indulge the spirit
cherished by others, nor in retaliation suffer
themselves 1o be provoked to use and apply the
langaage nsed and applied, by others, towards
the Church of Scotiand, and her ministers, and
people: language, Presbuteres, not merely im-
proper, highly reprehensible, but Ianguage,
sach as would be shunned, and treated as offen-
sive inany decent civilised society—Innguage,
Mr. Editor, too gross for the delicacy of many
who read your periodical. The public are in-
debted to © Presbuteros” ! venture” and not to
me for this reference to the past. I should not
have condescended thus gratuitously % notice
It. But as you ¢Presbuteros' have pressed it
ou us, I beg leave to ask you, are the sentiments
ang feelings which dictated such language, angd
actuated 1o such conduct, now dormant snd
-extinet? yon had better “ venture a suggestion”
upon the subject. “Perbaps® it would not be
ihought nncharitable to say that the oid man
18 not dead yet ; Presbuteros may heresfter dis-
cover 1hat he is coonting without his haost,
whea be says: “ We think that there would be
ten for it to every one that would be against
it"  “Time will tell” sir; the mesntime we
are of a different opinion. You sy “at &l
events the anti-usionists do notacet fairly when
they say the responsibility of the non-success of
the Home Mission Fund in cortain parts of the
Toronto Presbytery, lies at the doors of those
who introduced into the Chareh Courts the ques-
tion of Union. Now, Presbutercs, let us deal
with the fact, and Dot with the ¥ vanture of &
suggestion.” And what is the fact 7 Up to the
moment of the introduction and agitation of
the subject, our Church never enjoiyed so much
unity, harmony, and peace, nor did her fatore
present brighter prospects of prosperity ; and
from that time your Schemes have fallen off
by huadreds of dollars; and the people affirm
that the reason of this, and the non saccess of
the Home Mission Scheme, is the naion mania
of the Synod; and they emphrticelly declare
that the union movers, by disturbing the peace
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of the Church, and thas ungettling the minds
of the people, are the caunse of the whole, and
respoasible forall consequences. Thisisa fact,
~the foct ; believe it or not. But why, Presbu-
teros, call others arti-unionists. They are no
such thing. They are contented and deter-
mined to remain where they are~—~they allow
full and unrestrained liberty to others to go-they
put no obstacles in their way—they neither-—
uge nor will use violence or Jesuitry againgt
ihe nuion—thkey simply will have nothing ta
do with it. Towards the close you uss the
words, “We hope however that these gen-
temen will come forwsrd and repudiate
the idea which js ready to suggest itself
in comnection with their zction in bebalf
of the Tewporalities Fuad.” It is obvious that
this quotation has reference to the two or
three preceding sentences. fnsolence and in-
sult are in company inthis sentence. Presbufe-
ros, in this, as in other instances, you have en-
teredonforbidden ground. When vou bazarded
the “veatore” you might have indulged the
hope that “perhaps it would not be thooght
unchariteble”, Where, Iask, is charity appareat
in your production? Where is regard to the
feclings and character of others apparent in
it? Before you made this unwarrantable inve-
sion, why did you not reflect, and reflect
seriously, on those words ofa celebrated writer:
‘ Injuries may be stoned for and forgiven;
but insults udmit of no compensation.” You
have the assurance, sir, to lecture me and others
into repudiation. You « hope that I and the
other Rev. Gentlemen who were associated
with me, will come forward and repudiate this -
idea;” “ repudiate,” sir, at your * venture” of
a bope. The system of repudiation ig & Yankes
device—itis an honosar which specially belongs
to Pennsylvania. It will nat be tolerated in
the British dominions. “ Repudiate” this ides, |
whether you perceive or not that you are in.
duty bound to liquidate a portion of your debt,
by repudiating your ™ ides,” I know not; bhat
this I know, that 1 bave pothing to repudiste
in the mattes. All 7 said, Isaid ad did ia
truth, in bonour, and in good fzith; 1 dig
to others (in this maiter) s, in similar cir-
cumstances, 1 would have them do unto me.”
And do you wish me to repudiate that godden
rule of our Lord? perhaps you are capable of
! venturing a suggestion.”—But for your satis-
faction, I now tel! you thatall I said, and ali
said, as a member of the deputation, I wold,
in similar circumstances, say and de agsin;
and if I have an oceasion for regret on the
sabject, it is that I Qid not say mote &nd
da more. In conclusion yon B’y ““so far we
bave been bresking ground aznd clearing away
obstacles.” Yes, sir, you have entered into
forbidden ground, snd been busying yourself
with another's property—groand into which
you should never have entered, and from which
you stoald retreat with all convenient speed.
You bave done more harm than good, whilst
cmploying yourself in that field ; for you bave
TOwn mountains of obstacles in the way;
instead of naving removed obstacles. * Suffer
a word of exhortation ™ Cease your present vo-
cation of busying yourself with the ground of
others ; and begin without delay, and becoming
carnestuness; to break up the fallow ground of
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your own heart—(to sow in righteounsness,)
and clear away the obstacles that may there
exist to the unity and harmony, peace and
Jovs of the Clurch. Be advised to begin the
doing of this duty, and then you shall be better
fitted to enter or: what you are pleased to dis-
tinguish as ‘"the merits of the case"; for,
otherwise having furnished the public with the
1 demerits of your case,” depend upon it that

301

when your ‘“meritg of the case” appear they
shall be treated as they merit. Allow wme to
advise you to send to Scotland for, ard recom-
mend to your atteative perasal, the pamphlet
bearing the following title: *“ Church wnion
considered. By an Elder of the Free Church
of Scotland.”
Jonx MacMoreay.
Eldon, 29th August, 1862,

Foman Cafacombs.

No. ViIL

e .

THE ANNALS OF THE CHURCH.

So scanty and disjointed is our know-
ledge of the external history of the early
Roman Church, that any information, how-
ever entary, is eagerly accepted. For,
though it may add httle to our previous
acquaintance with the period, it may help
to verify or correct the mass of traditionary
legends, out of which the history of that
era has in great measure to be composed,
and which can never be relied on unless
sapported by some authentic evidence. As
stated before, the Catacombs have hitherto
divalged no contemporary epitaph of any
early bishop. They therefore leave the
lists of the bishops of the two first centu-
ries in the same confusion, in which they
ever have been and still are likely to re-
main, unless & fortunate discovery be made
in their galleries or elsewhere of some
monumental record which will decide the
question. At best, howover, we couid ex-
pect nothing mors than a barren string of
nsmes and numbers, which would throw
no light on individual characters of those
mighty mesn, who founded the only hierar-
chical system that has withstood almost
intact, if not with nnabated influence, a
thousand political and social changes
smong those whom it held in bondsge,
and which now, sixtecn or seventeen centu-
ries after its first partial consolidation, is
exciting the apprehension of every thought-
ful man, lest it assome a new form and
revive stronger than ever to ammst the pro-
gress of hiberty which threatens at length
to crush it.

The Christian religion spread at first like
all powerful movements, silently and with-
out observation. For = long time it was
looked upon s8s too insignificant io meet
with opposition. It was considered by all
of the better classes, except & few individu-
als, as & foolish superstition utterly beneath
their notice; while the popular mind was
influenced agsinst it by malicious reports

of the foul practices which it inculcated
During all this time the Roman bishop
would seldom come under public notjce.
But his position at the centre of the Ro-
man world would give him a standing
within the church which could not fail to
assist him in his scheme of supremacy.
He was at the seat of empire. He bad,
therefore, the first warning of any impend-
ing calamity, and through him it would
be transmitted to the church st large. He
moreover might be expected to exert some
influence in the palace, if not by direct
means, at least throngh the agency of
members of his congregation who had
access to the imperial councils. Such in-
fluence is known to have saved the church
from one of the most brutal of the emper-
ors. But in addition to this, the idea of
unity which had given so irresistible an
impulse toward episcopacy, would drive
the church 2 step further. For when it
came to include people of different nations,
with opposing habits and customs, and
diverse temperaments and tendencies of
thought, an ackoowledged head, who
shouid hald all these conflicting elements
together, wonld be called for, especially
by the practical mind of the west, as neces-
sary to the organizativn and working of
the charch as a corporate body. This
necessity led to the establishment of the
five patiisrchates, of which Rome was one,
at first on an equality with the rest, but
soon through her important central posi-
tion, the virtual if not acknowledged chief.
The political bias likewise of the period,
then, as ever since, affected the constitution
of the church. The cmpire was at the
height of its magnificence, and the univer-
sl tendency was towards centralisation.
As to where the centre should be, there
was in both east and west, until the estab-
lishment of the patriarchate of Constanti-
nople, no two opinions. Rome was the
centre of tho erpire. Rome must be the
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centre of the church. In Rome therefore
may be met some traces of every movement
thatstirred the church ; and in Rome, were
we better acquainted with the ecclesiastical
history of the period, we should be able
best to study the comparative development
of the universal church. In was in fact a
microcosm of the whols, for each section
bad not vet acquired its distinctive charac-
ter, and Rome itself was more impressible
to foreign influence than afterwards. Every
beresiarch turned to Rome in the hope of
gaining adherents in the capital, and if
possible winning over to his side the bishop
(an endeavour which was twice successful,
and which would have seriously injured
the interests of the church had not the
false step been immediately retraced) : and
to Rome every controversy wa. referred.
1t was at first, as Milman calls it, “a Greek
religious colony :” it received its earliest
Latin impress from Africa, and it must at
the same time have been putting forth an
independent life. All these different pha-
ses it presented : and the most incongruous
influences were at work within it: which
could not otherwise than strengthen it, by
the intellectual and religious activity which
they would call forth. .

But these all important changes were
going on without the knowledge of those
learned men who were writing the history
of Rome, but who saw not the most mo-
mentous revolution that was taking place
beneath the surface of society, and who in
their wisdom would have disregarded it, if
known. They therefore teach us nothing,
and we gather only ecnough respecting
thoam from contemporary writers in Syria,
Africa, Gaul and Italy, to excite our cu-
riosity, though not emough to allay it
The catacombs likewise are almost silent.
They are however striking illustrations of
the posture of the Church daring these
centuries in the imperial oity, undermin-
ing the whole fabric of society, destroying
the religion, changing the manners and
customs, reforming the social life, while all
things seemed to be as heretofore, and but
little alteration was perceptible. One
striking proof, however, they do afford of
the cosmopolitan character of the Roman
Church, in the large proportion of Greek
epitaphs which have been discovered.
“There is moreover in the crypt of the Ba-
silica of St. Cecilia a tablet with the in-
scription :

“ Constantt Bardbaros Germanos.

Beneath the motto is a man driving two
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horses laden with panniers. There is no
date, which renders it impcssible to say
cxactly to what period it belongs. But it
laoks not unlike a production of the first
three centuries, and may be the affection-
ate tribute of & Christian slave, one of the
carliest converts to the religion of Jesus
from among our Teutonic ancestors, to his
Christian master.

A memorial of the Novatian schism ex-
ists. Onsome broken fragments found in
the Catacomb of St. Callixtus are inscribad
the names of Pope Cornelius and Cyprian,
bishops of Carthage who joined the Roman
bishop ir opposing his rival, although his
own principles accorded with those of the
schisinatics, on account of Corneliug’ legiti-
mate title to the see.

In the same catacomb have Likewise been
found the scattered fragments of a tablet,
erected subsequently, probably by Pope
Damasus (370) inscribed with the names
of Anterus, bishop (233), Fabianus biskop
and martyr, his successor, Luctus, the suc-
cessor of Cornelius, and Eutychianus, the
fifth successor of Lucius, The discovery
of this renders it not improbable that some
more extended list may still be found which
will be of assistance in reconciling or cor-
recting the contradictory notices of the
Roman calendars. It is remarkable that
Fabianus alone is called a martyr in the
above inscripiion, whereas the Roman tra- -
ditions subject all to a violent death. An-
other instance is cited by Burgon, correc-
tive of the traditional records. He read -
the inscription which was lying on the’
floor of the Lateran Museum as follows :—

“ Here resteth a Deodatus, bishop, who
lived 67 years more or less, and sat for 2
years and 9 months, Buried the day be-
fore the Kalends of December.” Therte
can be no doubt that it refers to the bishop
of Rome of that namme who lived in A. 1),
627, but who according to the Liber Pon-
tificalis sat in the Papal chair for 4 years, 2
months, 5 days, and according to other
authorities 7 years, 2 moaths, 17 days.

But probably more detailed inscriptions
mway yet be found, adding more important
itews to our knowledge of ancient Church
history.

Onpe such has already been discovered,
which may be the precursor of others stili
more valuable. Dec Rossi from bis study
of ancient documents instituted a search
in a certain quarter of the catacomb of
St. Callixtus for the tomb of Pope Euse-
bius, A. D. 810. After several fruitless
attempts he came upon a chapel containing
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an inscription, purporting to have been
erected to the memory of that bishop by
Damasus. The inscription, though in the
style of others of the same Pope, was
through its faulty execution considered by
him to be a copy of the original—a suppo-
sition confirmed by the discovery soon af-
terwards in the vicinity of some fragments
of the original, which quite corroborate
the genuineness of the copy. 'The legend
states that Damasus, the bishop, mude this
Jor Eusebius, the bishop and martyr ; and
it farther relates that during the pontificate
of Eusebius, a heretic named Heiaclius
created such a disturbance in the Church
as to require the intervention of the civil
power, which dealt summarily with both
Pope and heretic, banishing them to Sicily,
where the former died.*

The annals of the Church describe al-
most every saint as a martyr, and selfish
intercst as well as devotional ardour has
actuated the Romich Church in supporting
the belief. The relics of a martyr were
next in value t that of an apostle or one
of the followers of our Lord. 1n the cata-
combs therefore every symbol that counld
possibly be converted into a sign of mar-
tyrdom has been thoughbt to indicate a
martyr’s tomb. The little bottles, which
are numerons in the tombs of heathen
Rome, are likewise frequently met with in
the catacombs, and were generally supposed
to have contained some §rops of the mar-
tyr's blood ; lamps, which were placed in
niches along the galleries to light them,
must be meant to distinguish the last rest-
ing place of some renowned soldier of the
noble army ; the mechanical tools and im-
plements found among the rubbish, or
sculptured on the slabs, were imagined tc
be instruments of torture, and thus a large
proportion of those myriads buried here
were foolishly believed to bave suffered 2
violent death at the hands of beathen per-

¢ The inscription, which leaves the nature
of Heraclius’ heresy, concerning which nothing
is known from any other source, doubtful, is
as follows :
 Heraclius vetuit lapsos peccata dolere.
Euscbius docuit miseros sua crimins flere.
Scinditur in partes populus, glicenti farore.
Seditio, bellum, coedes, discordis, lites.
Extemplo pariter pulsi furitate tyranni.
Integra cum rector servaret feedera pacis.
Pertulit exilium Domino sub judice lxtus.
Littore Trinacrio mundum vitamque religuit.”
. '{he sculptor has added his name and memo-
risl :
* Damasi Papa cultor atque amator Furius
Dionysiug Filocalus scripsit.”
Northeote’'s Roman Calacombs.
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secutors. On the contrary the mention of
martyyrdom is strikingly rare. Only here
and there throughout the vast body of in-
scriptions does a martyr’s epitapl occur.
Their scarcity may be accounted for by
the fact that when persecution raged, the
great bulk of the victims was buried in
mounds, over which an epitaph of a gene-
ral character may have been placed, though
each individual death was not recorded.
The inscriptions likewise which closed the
martyr’s grave must have been often des-
troyed in the days of relic hunting, when
bis bones were accounted more valuable
than the record of his death. Thus there
is every reason to believe that there were
more martyrs in the Roman Church than
the inscriptions mention, without crediting
the exaggerated statements of over-ardent
traditionists.  The follo ving are a few ex-
amples :

“ The martyrs Simplicius and Faustinus,
who were drowned in the river Tiber, and
whose ashes lie in this cemetery.”

% To the holy martyrs Stiburtius, Bale-
rianus, and Mazimus, whose natal day s
the eigth Kalends of May>

Another as beautifully indicates tke sur-
vivor’s belief that to the Christian death is
a new birth:

Born the 3rd Ides of September, Jacin-
thus, a martyr,

One of the earliest dated inscriptions
commemorates & martyr :

“In Christ. In the time of the Empe-
ror Adrian, a young military officer who
had lived long enough, when with blood ke
gave up his life for Christ. At length ke
rested in peace.  The well-deserving set up
this with teurs and in fear. On the 6th
before the Ides of —"

No general persecution tcok place under
Adriay, and his conduct towards Christians
was generally mild. He may, however,
while tolerating Christianity among the
people, have considered any departure from
the rehigion of the state inconsistent with
that strict military discipline which he en-
forced in the army. The martyrdom of
Alexandria, mentioned in a former paper,
also took place, as it is implied, by permis-
sion at least of the Emperor Antonine,
under whom the Churc% cnjoyed the
greatest security. Some special motive,
which seems to be indistinctly hinted at,
may have occasioned this departure from
his accustomed policy.

The last, the fiercest and most glorious
of the persecutious has Ieft us some ivscrip-
tions. The following is one:
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“ Launus, the Martyr of Christ, rests
here. He suffered under Dioclesian.”

Many inscriptions were subsequently
erected to the memory of martyrs upon
whose graves nothing had been written, or
whose epitaphs had fallen into decay. Such
were the inscriptions cited above to Cor-
nelius, Bishop and martyr, and to Fabiu-
nus, Bishop and martyr. On the histori-
cal trustworthiness of these little reliance
can be placed, when dated so long after
the event they record. Another custom is
exemplified by the following inséription
placed on a very old sarcophagus by a
Pope of the ninth century :

¥ Here lie the bodies of the holy martyrs
Hippolytus, Taurianus, Herculiunus, and
John Calibitis.  Bishop Formosus pre-
served them.” .

Hippolytus being no doubt the celebra-
ted Bishop of Purtus, the bitter opponent
of Pope Callixtus, who lived and wrote in
the beginning of the third century.

Another of the most interesting enqui-
ries conuected with this period regards the
number of the Christian population in the
the imperial city. The question has excited
no little controversy, because of no little
importance ; sceptical prejudice on the one
side and credulous zeal on the other, lead-
ing to either a palpable understatement or
an evident overstatement of the truth.
The Catacombs will some day or other, it
may be hoped, afford substantial evidence
for arriving at a satisfactory conclusion.
As yet, however, their contents have been
tooJuncritically examined, and the excava-
tions have not been sufficiently extended to
allow of any positive deductions being
drawn. Upon the calculation of Father
Manchi, quoted in the second paper, viz.,
that the total length of the galleries is 900
miles, in every seven feet of which there
are ten graves, five on each side, it would
follow that seven millions were buried in
them, all but an inconsiderable number be-
ing of the first four centuries. This would
give an average population of from 5,000,
000 to 7,000,000, a number far greater
than we ever contanded for, and far great-
er, there is no doubt, than there existed.
But supposing the galleries to be only half
as long, and there is good reason to believe
that that is not above the mark. we should
bave an average population of 200,000,
which is far higher than Gibbon placed it
at, when he reckoned the Christian com-
munity at 1-20th of the entire population.
It is in fact so high that we can explain it
only by supposing the mortality to be
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greater than usua', owing to persccution
and other causes. At any rate the Cata-
combs corroborate the statement of Tacitus
“that the Christians composed a vast mul-
titude,” and prove that despite the con-
tempt and opposition which they met with,
the Gospel was rapidly spreading, and had
even in the second century embraced no
incon iderable portion of the inhabitants
of Pagan Rome. Of what elements then
was this large body of the people com-
posed? Do the Catacombs afford us any
information on this point also? They sim-
ply confirm the words of St. Paul that “ not
many wise men after the flesh, not many
mighty, not many noble, are called,” and
the general testimony of antiquity that
while not a few of the upper classes were
won over to the trutk, it was among the
lower classes that the Gospel gained its
noblest triumphs. With this their oppo-
nents taunted the Christian, drawing cari-
catures of the humble condition of the
Church, representing it as wholly replen-
ished from the very dregs of society, and
its ministers as being as unpolished and
low born as their people. The facts were
to snme extent not untrue, but neither did
the Roman Christian any more than we con-
sider them reproaches. We have already
transcribed several iuscriptions which show
that the members of the Church were not
drawn only from the lowest ranks of life.

Such is some of the material the Cata-
combs yield toward the construction of.the
history of the early Church. It is seanty
and unsatisfactory, yet it is as much as’
might be expected from them, for they are
the cemeteries of the dead, not the abudes
of the living, and were excavated when
men were to much occupied with the pre-
sent to think of posterity, even if their be-
lief of the speedy re-appearancs of Christ
had not repressed in them the historical
tendency. The form of their inscriptions
indicates the purpose for which the epi-
taphs were inscribed,—not that wen centu-
ries hence might be informed of their ex-
istence, but that their immediate survivors
might know when to celebrate their natal
day. What they do afford, however, we
thankfully receive, and rejoice that their
testimony strengthens our admiration of
the early Church.

—————

He is but half prepared for the journey of
life who takes not with him that friend who
will forsake ‘him in no emergency—who will
divide his sorrows, increase his joys, lift the
veil from his hear:, and throw sunshine amid the
darkest gcenes,
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' The Chneeh of Sroflaiad.

LETTER OF THEJMODERATOR TO THE
WALDENSIAN CHURCH.

[FREE TRANSLATION.]

To the Pastors, Rulers, and all the Lovers of the
Waldensian Church, Grace, Mercy, and Peace,
Jrom the National Church of Scotland, and
its Moderator, Jaues Bisser, D. D.

Your having seat to the Geneial Assembly
of our Church your learned and distinguished
President, Dr. Revel, wus a thing most accept~
able to us, and on this account we tender to
you our most hearty acknowledgments; for
how your affairs were prospering, we had been
long earnestly desiring to know. We heard
him with great satisfaction; for the very name
of the Waldensian Church is full of stirring
memories, and causes to rise before our mind
allthat in past ages your fathers undertook and
bravely suffered for the sake of Christ and His
Gospel. It would even now afford us a melan-
choly pleasure to recall all those incessant la-
bours and cruel torments which for conscience’
gake your forefathers endured; when savage
¢missaries from Rome stripped them of every-
~hing except their pure doctrine, their primitive
discipline, and apostolic faith: but this would
require many words, and is besides unnecessary ;
for there is no nation, however distant, thatis
not already familiar with the tale of your suffer-
ings. The divine inheritance, which as a leg-
acy has been banded down from your ancestors,
it is not within the power of even the enemies
of our Saviour to take from you. Destitute,
indeed, you may be of all that the heart of man
by nature secks; but the name and the fame of
deeds so famous live for ever, and make you, in

the eyes of all right-thinking men, and evenin j

the sight of God himself, truly rich. Thiok
not, estcemed brethren, that the righteous
Judge of all the earth forgets one of these
things. Seems He to procrastinate? It is be-
cause of our contracted vision. Let us go to-
gether to thesanctuary, and to His Holy Word,
to derive instruction. With Him, indeed, a
thousand years are as one day, and & moment
of time a8 athousand years. Did He not allow
His beloved Israel to live an exile for four hun-
dred years, and become the slave of a wicked
king? In His own season, indeed, by migkty
works, and with an outstretched arm, He de-
livered His people from bondage, and, guiding

them through the sandy desert by a pillar of '
cloud and a pillar of fire (the Red Sea itself

persuaded in yoar mind, that the blood which
your martyred (athers shed is not lost, but, on
the contrary, is destined to becomo the seed of
the Church. Your advance towards Rome,
and settlement in the great and populous city
of Florence, appears to all of us a most aus-
picious event. Go forward in your prosperous
carcer. Watchindeed you must, and struggle
with all your might, that the pure and simple
truth as it is in Jesus should speedily sonnd in
the ears of all around you. You cannot delay.
That you are & small band we do not deny, but
watchful labour, with the blessing of God upon
it, overcomes every difficulty; nor is it to Him
a hard matter, filling His servants with the
Divine Spirit, to conduct successiully His own
battles, and, whether His instruments be many
or few, to crown their labours with cumplete
success. In order that a new order of things
may arise, ages mere propitious begin to ron,
and the darkened minds of your countrymen
freed from vain superstitions and the worship
of images, and planted in that glorious liberty
with which Christ alone can make the nations
free, much must be done by you, who in His
providence have been placed in the forefront
of the battle; and that almost at one and the
same time—churches built, colleges equipped,
many new labourers provided, the divine seed,
which is the Word of God, scattered besideall
waters: and for all these things you must bave
mouey.

The committee of this Church on Foreign
Correspondence have had the pleasure of re-
cently transmitting to you a small gift; but if

we are not deceived, a much larger sum of
money from these lands will ere long replenish
your treasury; nor do we see why, in the exe-
cution of our trust, we should not take this
opportunity of earnestly exhorting our coun-
trymen and all good men to come to your aid.
Come to their aid, ye who call yourselves Lib-
eral, and whose desire it is that the human
spirit shounld be emancipated and nations set
free. There is a great work here on hand ; the
workmen, few in number, are destitute of all
that you enjoy in abundance. Come forward,
ye rich, whose thought it is that your money
should give you good interest! The hills and
| the wide plains both of Italy and Sicily are as

ficlds whitening for the harvest, and seem to
j cry out that reapers without delay should go
'forth to them. What you bestow will soon

come back again with abandant interest.
Come forward, all ye¢ who desire to obey the

yielding before them, and making a way of | voice of the living God; for koow that it is

escape,) He led them out of Egypt, and sus-
tained them with angels' food in the desert,
and gave them water to drink, drawn from the
riven and flinty rock. Does the husbandman
wait loug for the sced that he has committed
to the bosom of the grateful earth, until, sof-

tened by the carly and the latter vaim, and |

warmed by the rays of the sun, it arrive at the

full harvest? David, speaking by inspiration, |

‘ in Hig decrees that Rome must fall : long buried
' in sloth, liberty at length smiles upon ber, and
' after a tedious nightis at her door. Do we

read in her bistorian that the City was once

captured by barbarous Gsauls? It is destined
, to be again taken, not by the armour of steel,
indced, but by the Eternal Spirit of the living
God ; not that her citizens raay be consigned
to death, but that, freed from the heavy yoke

assares us that a handful of seed cast on the , of Popery, and liberated from bondage, they
tops of the hills shall shake like the mighty , may enjoy in tranquillity the life of Christ's
Lebanon. Doubt not, therefore, but be fully , freed-men. Nor be ye wanting, ye noble and
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elect ladies, who have learned to minister to
the wretched.  Attend, ye countrymen of every
class and regior, who have drunk from the full
and pure fountain; for they wlo know how to
do good, and do it not, to them it is sgin!
Come to their aid all of you, pondering this
saying, that he who gives quickly gives twicel
Bat to return,

Seeing, beloved brethren in Christ Jesus,
you have, in the providence of God, been
placcd in the forefront of this contest, you
must with the greatest diligence prepare the
whole armour of God, which indeed is not of
the earth, earthy. You mustobey laws, magis-
trates, kings, ; assays an apostle, * Letevery
soul bo subject unto the higher powers.” The
foremost monarch of his age, Victor Emmanucl,

, 18 a minister of God for good to all his people,
and they who resist him shall bring themselves
into condemnation. The neglect of such coun-
sels have frequently brought the most flourish-
ing Christian states to the very verge of ruin.
Nor are we ourselves ignorant of such calami-
ties, but of set purpose we pass them over in
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! silence; for all the best ani wisestin our land
live in expectation that the day is at hand
when, the cloud of error being removed, our
fetlow-labourers in the Gospel may return to
their first love.

Finally, brethren, you have been called to
liberty ; all of you, in love, be subject une to
another as free, and not using your liberty asa
cloak of malice, but as the servants of God.
Fulfil your ministry, admonish those who hear
you to be subject to principalities and powers,
to obey the commands, to be ready for every
good work. Thus acting, the Eternal and
Omuipotent Jehovah, King of kings and Lord
of lords, to whom be honour and everlasting
rule, shall bring it to pass that you shall estab-
lish the Church of Christ, and save both your-
selves and those who hear you.

The grace of our Lord Jesns Christ, and the
love of God, and the hopes and consolations
of the Holy Spirit, be with you and with all
throughout the world who long for the coming
of Christ’s kingdom. Amen.

Epixsoren, June 4, 1862,

iscellaneous.

The following copied from the Caer-
nsrvon Herald, exhibitsthe earnest striving
of a faithful minister with a soul on the
brink of eternity, and may be read with
profit and instruction.

We have been favoured by the Rev. H. Harris
Dalvies, of Beaumaris, with the following de-
tails :—

Having so frequently visited the late unfor-
tunate convict, Richard Rowlands, while lying
under sentence of death at the Beaumaris gaol,
and having also, like the Rev, H. Hughes, re-
peatedly and faithfully promised to give every
possible publicity to his most positive and un-
equivocal dying declaration of innocence of the
awful crime of which he had been found guilty,
1 shall feel obliged if you will kindly allow me
a little space to fulfil that solemn promise. In
a case of this sort the prison rules do not al-
low any one to visit a prisoner under sentence
of death, except his very ncarest relations,
without permission from the chaplain or visit-
ing magistrate; hence, although feeling anxletsy
10 offer the prisoner my humble services, I was
1.t allowed to see him uatil I bad received a
negat’ve answer from tLc Secretary of State,
to the , =tition I had sent him on bebalf of the
prisoner. On the Wednesday (2nd) howerver,
the Rev. D. Gryffydh, the chaplain, came to
ask .¢ I should like to communicate to the
prisoner the result of my applicstion. As soon
28 I was ushered into the prisoner’s presence I
took him by thoe hand and told him that I
came to see him, not of idle curiosity, but to
sympathise with him in his great trouble, and,
if possible, afford bim religious consolation. I
then told him of my failure to procure for hir.
a commutation of sentence. He listened with
perfect calmness, and said that he never heard

' of a petition having been got up in bis behalf.
With this he bade me sit by his side, and be-
gan to tell me of the mental agony under which-
be had been suffering. Being (as he most
solemnly protested) perfectly free from the
awful crime of which he had been found guilty

he was not only puzzled, but confounded as to-
why a pecfectly just God should permit the
innocent to suffer. He bad always, he con-
tinued, entertained the belief that something
would inevitably turn up in time to prove his

there was no hope of escape, he was driven
to despair, and consequently into open rebel-
lion ayainst God and man! He spoke with
solemnity and emphasis; and I at once un-
; derstood what remedy the poor man stood in
| need of. True said I, God and your own coa-
| science only know, for certainly, whether you
; &re guilty or not, buteven though you were not

guilty, the ways of Providence, as well asthose
| of grace, are so mysterious that we cannot

comprehend them in this life, and bence the
; necessity for a day of judgment. It may be
that God by his Holy Spirit, has often called
at the door of your heart, and that you refused
him admittance. Let us hope that thisis the
means that God has crdained to bring you to
repentance. God had dealt, under the Old
aud Now Testament, very differentiy with som>
of his people. 1 here briefly recounted to
him the history of Joseph, of the Israelites, as
far as it bore any resemblance to his own case.

I told him also of Saul of Tarsus, and of
Lydia, whose heart God opened. Other milder
dispensations having pr-ved of no avail in hig
case, God would not ve denied, hence he de-
termined to break him, as it were, ‘ with a rod
of iron,” to the intent that his precious soul
might be saved. In the sccond place, guilty
or not, said I, you need not despair, for no man

.

innocency, and thereby set him free, but seeing:
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-caa posgibly be out of the reach of divine mercy
while in the land of the living, if he really
believe in the blessed Saviour, and throw him-
self unconditionally before the fuotstool of his
mercy seat. I thea briefly related to him the
history of Manasseh, who filled Jerusalem from
one end to the other with innocent blood. I
told Lim of David, of Saul, the persecutor, of
Mary Magdalene, of the man who was possessed
with a legion of devils, And lastof all, I men-
tioned the vile Corinthians to bim, who had
been steeped in every species of sin and iniquity,
yet, these were washed, were sanctificd, were
Justified, in the nameof the Lord Jesus, and by
the Spirit of our God.” While all this passed,
he listened with that seriousness and evident
satisfaction, which convinced me that my
humble endeavours were appreciated. He
begged me to seec him the following day. 1
had not been above half an hour absent when
.a messenger from the gaol came to beg me to
come over immediately, the prisoner’s relations
were come and he wanted me to be present at
the interview, Before me at the farthest end
-of the cell sat & woman apparently perfectly
helpless, and unconscious. The unhappy con-
vict on one side in his shirt sleeves supporting
her, and the warder on the other. Close by
sat three good-looking, and respectably-dressed
-cou :trymen, the brothers, on the bed two young
m.n, nephews, and a fine looking, intelligent
lad of fiftcen, the son of the unhappy man. The
rev. gentlemen, Messrs. Gryffydh and Hughes
were also present, The prisoner jumped up,
took me by both hands, and exclaimed, “Oh!
ay dear friend, you have saved my life,” and
with that he gave me & most unmistakeable
-ocular proof of his meaning. Immediately
after, falling upon his knees, he implored God
in the most humble and fervent prayer to for-
give him all his sins, for the sake of Jesug
Christ, and at the end he protested in the most
solemn mauner bis perfect innocency of the
‘blood of Richard Williams! Having got up, he
handed me the Bible, begging me to read and
pray for him, which I readily complied with,
Deing followed at his request also by the Rev.
Huegh Hughes, and last of all, after much en-
treaty, by the prisoner’s younger brother, to
whem he seemed to be exceedingly attached;
and a more sensible, appropriate prayer I never
heard. It was evident that this man was no
stranger at the throne of grace! At length it
+was time to part, and such a parting I never
witnessed before, nor wish to sece again. 1
visited the poor man for the thi-d time on Wed-
nesday, at six o'clock, p.m. and remained with
him an hour and a half alone. I found him per-
fectly composed, and we had mu.b conversa-
tion, I alwaysaiming indirectly, both by reason
and passages of scripture, to lead bim irresis-
tibly, as it we. ¢, to volunteer a confession, he
having previously complained that hie had been

much annoyed by a gentleman, who pressed
bhim against his will to make a coniession!
Here we parted again, he pressing me to see
him at eight o'cluck the following morning,
and I carnestly praying God to lead him even-
tually to confess. On Thursday morning he |
seemed very glad to see we, 1 read and prayed

with him, had a long conversation and repeated

many verses of scripture and hymns to him, |
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with which he seemed to be highly pleased ;
but, alas! no confession yet! Visited him again
at twelve, read and prayed with him, aimed
indirectly at a confession, but he most firmly
protested his innocency. At four o'ciock p.m.
I vigited him again, read and prayed with bim,
urged him by every thing that was reasonable
and sacred to confess, if giilty, and not to face
a perfect, just, infallible judge, with a lie in his
mouth! Here he again most solem~1y declared
he never put & hand nor a finger un the old
man! At this juncture, the rev. chaplain had
an afternoon servicein the prison chapel, which
I attended. It was then the prisoner desired
the warder, for the last time, to allow him to
give one short turn more ia the prison yard,
and whenhe uttered those heart-rending words,
viz., “I have already bid farewell to all my
friends and relations. I now bid all above and
all below farewell, no longer have I anything
to do with the things of earth, farewell, fare-
well!l” On thisI was immediately seat for from
the chapel, in the hope he would confess, but
though the tears streamed down his pallid
cheeks, his voice faltered, and his whole system
seemed to be quivering to its very foundation,
yet he protested his innocence as before, and
appeared as penitent as any man could be. [
visited him again at eight p.m., and remained
with him until ten, and read and prayed with
him as I did at every visit. I particularly
pressed upon his mind that though we might
in this world conceal many things from men,
in fact, completely deceive them, still there
was nothing hid from God, nor could he pos-
cibly be deceived, and that a day bad been
appointed in which “God shall bring every
work into judgment and every secret thing,
whether it be good or whether it be evil.” Sece-
ing that nothing I could door say would induce
him to confess, I told him I had heard so many
different versions of the murder that I was really
at a loss to know which was true, and if not
disagreeable to bis feelings,I should be very glad
to hear his account of it. He at once laid him-
self on the bed, went over it minutely, answer-
ing every question I put to him by way of exa-
mination, without the least hesitation or equi-
vocation, still taking care not to criminate
himself. And it seems he told the Rev. H.
Hughes the very same story & few days before.
Having faithfully promised to see him again as
early as possible the following morning, 1 bade
him good night. That awful morning, the 4th
of April, came at last. The orient streaks of
light began to spread over a sleeping world,
dispelling the gloom of the previous night, . .e
birds as usual saug their morning songs of joy,
aund everything betokened another lovely,happy
day. The hour of four came, and with it I
hurried out with feelings better imagined than
described. I was under a solemn promise to
visit a fellow-man “in the ruidst of life,” who
was strong and healthy, and judging from ap-
pearanco likely to sce many days. But no!
alas! that moraing was to be his last, Lis hours
and minutes were numbered! These and other
kindred ideas unnerved me, but soon I was in
the presence of that man who was so soon to
find himsclf in the presence of God! “ Good
morning, friend,” said he. “Oh! I am glad
you arc come; here's the Bible, let us a* once
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approach the throne of grace.” Harving read
s short ['saln., we both joined tugetber in fer-
veat prayer. The poor man seemed now happy,
28 though ‘‘he kacw that bis Redeemer lived.”
Being still alone, I once more asked him if he
bad anythiag to communicate to me before he
died, or any message to - :liver to any of his
family, &c. 1 should be giad to convey it, He
sesmed very anxious with regard to the latter,
and thanked me much for suggesting it. He
then gaveme a few messages, and | bave faith-
fully conveyed the eame to the proper Juarters.
Soon after the Revs. D. Gryff-ad and H. Hughes
made tleir appearsnce. Both these gentlemen
agsin resd and prayed, and after that the whole
of the remaining time was occupied by us it
repeating appropriste verses of Holy Scripture,
hymns, &c., the prisoner joining, scemingly,
heart and soul, and in the meantime frequently
taking his pipe to relieve (not as erronevusly
stated in lagt week's paper, bis anxiety of mind),
bat the great pain be felt in the pit of his sto-
mach, and from whick be suffered so fearfully
the day before. Ae tho time drew nearer and
acsrer, he seemed the more anxious and more
ready. “Thousands,” said he, * would not
exchange with me this morning, nor would I
exchaage position with all the world. This is
the happicst morning I ever had.” Having pre-
viously told me he would protest his innocency
from tho gallows, I dissuaded him from that
He readily consented not to do it, provided the
Rev. H. Hughes and myself would solcmnly
promisc to make his last dying declaration of
innocence known to the public. Having scized
us both by the hands, he then made the follcw-
iog statement :—+0x' remember these my last
words to you, I am not guilty of the crime for
which { bave been condemned.”
bell began to toll. The rev. chaplain com-
menced reading the solemn funersl service.
Caleraft was introduced ; the poor man sub-
mitted to bim withouta groan or quives, shook
us ail by the haod, thanked us siocerely for our
attention to him, walked to the fawal drop, and
wss in an instant in the presence of that great,
Jjust, and holy God, before whom I shall myself
soonappear! Thusdied thelate Richard Row-
1ands, snd to me he appeared to dic pemiteat
and happy.

THE THOUSAXD ISLANDS.

It was with a fecling of reluctance that we
hade sdica to Montreal, parsuing our coursc
up the St. Lawrence by means of the ship-canal
constracted on the North side of the river.
This of course was to aveid the rapids, which
cxanot beascended, butthefrequency of “*locks ™
teadered onr progiess so slow that it might
bave been Iedious if we had bad less agrecabie
socicly and less pleasant sarroondings.  Ocea-
siozally we were near exough the river to catch
2 good view of thase glorions rapids.

That day at sansel we neachied Corawall, a

!
!
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little English village on the North side of the
tiver, Wrough which we rambled for balf an -

boas while the boat was depasiting freight,

and at ewght o'clock next morning we entered

Opdeasburg, where we enjoyed a tranquil
Szbbath.
Moaday momiag we walked ap to the month
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of the Oswegatchie, whose waters are of a dull
coffee color, and do not seem at all inclined to
mingle with those of the St. Lawrence. They
are oot 30 unsocial, howerver, as the Ottawa
and St. Lawrence, which flow side by side for
miles without mingling their currents. A row-
ing excursion occupicd most of that morning,
and at one P. M. we were comfortably seated
on the deck of the Bay State, steaming away
toward the Thousand Islands. It was a warm
bright afternoon, with =& pleasant breeze fresh
enough to dispel all feeling of languor. Islands
gud headlands came quickly into view, apd
now they sre far in the distance, half aseen
through the warm pu-ple haze thet rests so
dreamily on woods anc waters. 1With a biue
heaven sbove us, and a not less beautiful hea-
ven mirrored beneath us, in which sweet forms
of earth are pictared, we glide smoothly over
the glassy surface. The spirit of love and peace
seems hoveringnearus, and wegive ourselves ap
to the enjoyment of the scene with a deep quiet
feeling of happiness and of thankfulness to Him
who gave us all theee beautiful things so richly
to enjoy.

Many of these islands are perfect poems it
themselves—one crnnot remove his eyes frowm
them, so long as they are in sight.  They are
of every shape and size, the surface of some of
them baving a circumference of »ly ten or
twelve feet, while one, Wolfe Island, is eigh-
teen miles long and from one to six m'les wide.
Sitticg on the forward deck, I counted nine-
teen inlands in sight at one time akend of the
boat, each one very different from every other,
and ali of them gems of beauty.  On the grassy
slopc of one, the tall datk trees stand up erect
and proud as sentincls; cn another, the grace-

The church | ful folinge dips the water; another showsa bold

surface of bare rock with no sign of vegetation
savc the - hens and red mosses that creep over
the sharp outlincs. Another has a growth of
gaarled crooked trees, and you wonder at tven
these, for their only foothold is the cracks and
scams of che unfriendly gneiss. A gentl.man
of our Montreal nequaintance told us that he
had counted the ** Thousand Isles™ on three
different trips, =nd never made their number
less than 1405,

About sunset the boat stopped on the Cana-
diza shore lo take on wood, and we improved
tic opportunity to show oar dexterity in clam-
bering over rocks. Here were great graaite
peaks upheaved by some mighty convulsion of
naturc ages ago, and we, the children of a day,
climbrd to their summits and gave veat to aur
patriotism and inward melady in stamp speeches
and bursts of song. Afer seveniy-five cords
of wood had been packed i the “hold,” we
returned with oar kands fall of berries and
feras, to oar places an deck  The rich resinous
odor of the adjacent woods Blled the air with
a delicions perfeme: the myriad fire-flies were
rlaamiag like tiay lamps in the luxurions soli-
tudes of theshares, and from this great cathedmal
of natare Went up the harmony of whispering
breezes and bazzing insects and dashing waves,
gven o the throne of the great Al-Father.

Next morning at scven o'clock we ealered
Oswego, and as we were ta wait here two hours
we walked up-lown throngh pleasant sireels,
past Gac pablic edifees and clegant residences.
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That evening we enjoyed a magnificent sunset ;
the Western sky was like a sea of molten gold,
while a canopy of crimson clouds overbung the
place where the day-god was sinkiog to rest.
When the brilliant hues had faded, and the
siars came out one by one, we ascended to the
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upper promenade deck and whiled away the
hours in heart-communings withk those whom
God had made our friends. Not a strip of land
was in sight, and one might easily have fancied
himself on the ocean in a calm. M. W,
Tae EvaxcGruLisT.

Bistorp, Science, md Ak,

THE MISCHIRF OF RIVAL SESTS—AN ILLUSTRATION.
A brig was on the sands within three miles
of the shore at Yarmouth, in that tremendous
hurricaue which will make the 28th of May,
1860, mewmorable in the register of storms. The
life-boat was got cut with sufficient prompt-
ness, but the beachmen whose appointed turn
it was to man her, and the coxswain appointed
to take permanent charge of ber, disputed on
his right to commanrd the boat. The men
would not go with Mulligan, Mulligar would
not quit the boat; and a precious hour was
lost in the squabble, which :nded in the beach-
men quitung the boat, Milligan remaining
without a crew, uatil 8 hicutenant and some of
the coast guard, and a few volunteers found
bim, and then they pot to sea. But it was now
too late. The brig bad drificd too far into the
breakers to be followed, according to the evi-
dznce of Licutenant Betts, and, strange to say,
they could sco no persons on board ; the boat
rode at anchor for hours, at some distrace
from the brig. The thousands on the beach
saw the crew, supposed to be eleven in number,
climb the rigging and wildly gesticulate for
belp. Between onc and two o'clock—that is
about four hours after she struck, the ship be-
gen to break up, and one by one the poor fel-
lows were swept from the riggiog till the masts
went over, the ship and crew had dissppeared.
Naolligan and the men who remawned on shore
agreed that but for the delay the crew of the
brig wight have been saved.  Mr. Palmer, who
presided at the eaquiry before the Life-Boat
Commiltee, threw the prnimary blame for s
catastrophs on the appointment of coxswains;
and by & strange picce of reasoning, made the
Boxrd of Trade auswerable for these sppoint-
meats by the National Life-Boat Association—
because the Board of Trade rewarded the men
for their exartions. But whether these appoint-
ments were tight or wrong; twhether Maili-
's clsim to the command of the boat was
well or ill-founded, is nothiag to the purpose.
Nea were perisking withia view—was that s
time to scttle rival pretensions?  If the desire
had been to save life and not o win rewand,
wozald not the Yarmonth men have acted more
like those of Ramsgate, who, srriving too late,
rew their © waterproofs io the men in the
boat who were without themm?  Woald not
Molligan have yiclded to the entreatics of those
oa the shore to quit the boat? or woald not
tho crew have submitted fo his direciioag, aad
to every ory of “Tis my right,” it is oar
tarn,” have answepred—" Bat men ate pesish-
dag ¥
5 RETRSGE IATSTRATED.
Tragedics sabstantially similar ave of fre-
quent occsivence in oar own day, wherever

violent tempers are allowed to gain the mas-
terv. There are several towns in Great Britain
of the aame of Newport I rcfer to one of these
and purposely avoid mentioning the county in
which it is situated. Ip the suburb of that
town there were some cottages with small gar-
deps in the front of them. Two of these were,
at the time referred to, occupiecd by men who
worked together ; the onc as foreman, and the
other as si ortizan. One Monday morning
cach repaired to the scene ofearly toil. In the
meanwhile their wives were engaged in pre-
paring breakizst against the period of their ex-
pected return.  In each dwelling the fire was
lighted, and the meal prepared, and the table
spread. But anger bad bten aroused, and bad
already cnsured days of darkness and advossity
for both these women. Hc who acted as fore-
man bad deemed it needful to admpinister re-
buke to the other. This was iesisted, and ill-
tempered recrimination followed. The foreman
secms to bave preserved something like self-
command ; bat the other, aroused to fury by
some remark that was made, scized 8 hammer
~hich was n2ar snd struck bim on his head ;
he sank down at once to the ground. In o
short time the busy housewives learnt that one
of them had been made a widow, and that the
other was the wife of one regarded as a felon.
In a fow days the man-slayer was taken to
prison, and the body of his victim was Iad ia
the grave. The neighbours ceased to talk aboat
the sad cvent; bat those two women and the
children dependent on them, were Ieft to strug-
gle 3s they conld through this cold and stormy
world.—Smitk.
LIFS IN DEATE.

Bat there is life in death. Not in God's in-
spired writings ouly, but in cvery lincament,
in cvery movement, of our great mother carth
all around us, all over this giobe, death scems
to sialk trinmphast. The summer passes away,
flowess fadcaad fruitsdecsy ; ficld and mezdow
sre buried in deep slumbder.  Broad iands are
swallowed up by the hungry oceas, and gigan-
tic mountsins sink to be seen no more. Bat
death bas foand bis conguerer in natsre also.
What perishes 7ises again; what fades away
changes bat form and shape.  Sweet spring
follows winter, new life blossoms ont of the

ve.

So with stoaes rlsa. The poor peddble lies
unnoticed by the waler's cdge ; soft rains come
and loosen the bands that beld dim together;
refined, almost spititaalized, he rises with the
gentle water, drops iato the delicate roots of
the plants, with the goass be passes into the
grasing exttle, aad tthrough vein and aney,
askl atlast be becomes part and portion of
the being into which God himself has breathed
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the breath of life? And when dust returns to
uust, he also is restored once more to his first
home, after having served his great purpose ia
the household of natnre—nct to rest or perish
for ever, but to begin again the cternal course
through death and life—~M. S. De Vere.

A SPIRITUAL BODY.

As spirit serving the flesh is not unsuitably
named carnal, so flesh serving the spirit is
rightly named spiritual; not because changed
into spirit, a3 some suppose from the words of
Scripture,—tIt i3 sown a natural body, it is
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raised a spiritnal body,”—but because, with
perfect and most wonderful facility of obe-
dience, it will be subject to the spirit, s0 as
completely to fulfil the serenely calm volitions
of a never-ending immortality—all feeling of
uneasiness, all possibility of decay, everything
that clogs its motions being done away.—Au-
gustine, book xiii, chap. 23.
DEATH IN EVERY PART OF US.

So many members as we bave, so many
deaths have we. Death peeps out at every
limb.—LZuther,

Griginal Shntlitudes.

INFID2L Y.

Amid the ocean amass.ce iceberg floats, Its
base is sunk far down in the dark deep, and its
head islifted high above thowaters. It glitters

. in the light of the sun with strange beauty and
grandeur ; but its characteristic is icy coldness;
and when gxllant ships are struck by it they
become total wreeks. Like the iceberg, infi-
delity is partly bidden in gloomy depths of
nysticismm, and psartly scen in lofty pride of
intcllect. It sparkles in the rays of genius
with singular fascination and brightness; but
it glows not with love, and it works not for
good ; it is cold as death, and when men are
smitten by it they soffer extinction of spiritual
Tife, destroyal of the beautiful hope of glories
and joysin eternity. P. J. Waicur.

FAITH, HOPE, AND CHARITT.

A trec is sometimes found which grows a
certain height in oneness, and thence in tvan
stems, spreading out goodly branches, and i
ing skyward. Like thisremarkable wee, Fait.,
firmly rooted in Jesus Christ, waxes strong,
and develops Hope and Charity, blessing man-
Xind tith benignant influence, and aspiring
from carth to heaven. Into.

THE NISD.

The operations of the human mind &re quick-
¢r than the lightoing shot from the bow of the
thunder. Inip.

THR PROGRESS 0P SIN.
Xan’s downward course is made by very im-

perceptible steps, and he does not become aware
of the rapid strides he has made uatil scme
dread calamity bursts upon him like a storm
cloud ; just ag the minute hand of the clock
glides noigelessly along, and we are only in-
formed that an hour is passed by the loud stroke
of the bell. Ioip.

SUPERTICIAL XNOWLEDGE.

When the evening i3 waning and twilight
appears, and the stars are beginning to emit
their uncertain light, how indistinct are the
objects which surround us! How readily our
imagination works them up into hidcous mon-
sters of all shapes and sizes! This is the re-
sult of a litte light. So it is with a littie
knowledge, which is the light of the soul. In
such an uncertain light—a light shaded and
obscured by the massive barriers of pride and
sin, how can the grand cconomies of nature
and grace appear otherwise than a con-
fused system, possessing no beauty of arrange-
ment—a ghastly monster of contradictions?.

Imip.

LIPE AND PORCE.

How ponderous is & steam engine! With
what ease it performs the labor of many hun-
dred men! Yet one man will outlive many
Steam cngines. The power of force is greater
to look at, bt the power of lifc is greater in
reality.  Yea, the power in thesimplest plantis
more wonderfal in its kind than the most
powerful machinery. Ism.

Sabbat) Beabmgs.
ThE BLESSEDNESS .O—FDEPARTED SAINTS.

" Ard T heard & voloe from Leaven saying unts me, Write, Blexsed ase the dead which die in ¢t~ Lagd
trom henoeforih : Yoo, saith the Spind, that they may Test from thedr Jabours; and their v otka do

follow them."—REY, xir. 13

Trz nightis cloudy, but it is not dark. The
moon is receiving the sanlighton her own dise,
and pouring down, 2t second hand, through in-
tervening vapours, as much of the precious gift
a3 suffices toshow the traveller his path on the
surface of the carth. Some of those cloads that
career actoss e sky ’re thick aad bdlack,
while others are more or less bright, acconding
%0 the ¢egree of their density. Here and therc
the shaggy covering of the sky is rent, for

fer moments, right through, and an irregalar
ragged spot of blue appears.  In that spot yoa
desery a glittering spark. It is a stariying in
the deep of heaven, scen through a rending in
the cloudy veil.

Like such a sky in sach = night is the Book
of the Revelation of Joha, In the main, itis
anallegory. A drapers of cloud is intentonally
drawn acress the heaven from honizon to hori-
ton; aad yet the pilgtim underneath is not left



THE PRESBYTERIAN.

to grope his way darkling. Lightfrom the Sun
of righteousness shines through. In-some parts
the veil is thickly woven;-but in others the
covering itself is bright by reason of the Light
that shines within. Here and there the drapery
i rent or drawn, aside, and through these
openings heavenly things are direetly exposed
toview. Here and there, even in this deeply
figurative book, the Spirit, plainly and without
‘s parable, shows the things of Christ. All the
brighter and sweeter do thess naked spots
‘appear, by reason, of the obscarity which pre-
¥ails around. Seven such interstices.oceur near
the ‘commencement, where, in the form of
epistlesto the Asiastic churches, the Liord makes
¥mown hiswill for reproof aud encourage-
ment to sll:generations. Such an opening we
find-alsoin the seventh chapter,and through it
Bee that the saved muititude who sarround the
‘throne of God bkave “ come out of great iri-
bulation, and have washed their robes, and
Tedde them white in the blood of the Lamb.”
Such s glimpse of the glorious gospel, too, we
obtain in the verse which stands at the head of
this paper, and will coastitute its theme.

Here great skill in the interpretation of sym-
bols is not absolutely necessary. In this verse
the Spirit speaketh expressly, and not in para-
bles, on & subject that is of paramount interest
to every humar being. The theme is the de-
parture of saved sinners from time to eternity,
and the biessedness that awaits them there.

The words, in their original reference, point
1o & time of Severe persecution. ! The patience
of the saints,” mentioned in ver. 12, was for
the time the most necessary grace, the most
difficult duty. With & view to this nccessity
these words were written at first. They are
supplied by the ministry of the Comforter. They
carty consolation in time of trouble to the
disciples of Jesus. We hear sometimes of a
desd language ; thatis, a language once spoken
by living men; but no longer cmployed or
understood by any people in the social inter-
course of life. But the language of the
Scriptures, though old, is not dead. In this
sense the Word of God © liveth and abideth
forever.” Itigspokentoand byall geaerations.
It is not a fossil - it is the bread on which men
live to-dny.

The voice from heaven proceeds probably
from a saint in rest, who already enjoyed the
biessedness of which he spoke.  Thie lost rich
man in the parable was not permitied to tell
his living brothers of his miscry for their war-
ning; but here a saved man is permitted,
after his departure, to inform ‘those whom he
left belind of the bléssedness which he now
cnjoys. Nor docs the consolation depend for
its weight on the speaker's own authority ; the
divine administrator of the Covenant adopts
the testimony of the wilness, confirming its
truth, and farther unfolding its meaning “Yen
saith the Spirit"—certifying the accaracy of the
reportregarding thebelieving dead,andexplain-
ing the consttucnts of their blesseducss—
€ that they may vest from their izbouss, and
their works do follow them.™

The subject here is the blessedness, not of
the living, but of the dend.  We must beware
of supposiag that Christinns enjoy no bappiness
antil they die. Sech a concsplion, more or
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less muffled and disgaised, circulrtes in society.

If not articulated as & doctrine, it is at least

entertained /3 an impression in some classes,

that earnest Ghristians have made their etection
between two incompatible things, and renoun-
ced all prospect of happiness on earth, in order
that they may secure it in‘heaven. No misre-
presentation of the faith more effectually serves
the Adversary’s purpose then this. Nothing
more sugeessfully keeps the young from Christ
than the falsehood that he imposes a present
life of gloom as the condition of obtaining a
future life of joy. There is a blessedness for
God’s people on this side of the gravs. Blessed
are the poor in spirit, the meek, the pure, the
peacemakers; wehave the Master'sword forthat.
And the samie truth is distinctly echoed from
the experience of his servant—* we joy in
tribulation.” They are totally mistaken who
suppose that the disciples of Christ deliberately
abandon & path which they love, and adopt s
life of sadness, in mere mercenary farsighted-
ness, that they may thereby secure a longer term
of happiness in the world to come. All that
2 Christianabandoans for Christ are things that,
if retained, would make bim here unot happy,
but miserable. If he loves them now, and only
dreads their reward hereafter, he will not, in
pownt of fact, abandon them. The course that
& believer follows from love to the Lord he
would follow for its own sake even in this pre-
gent life. Tt gives him peace while he lives, as
well ag safety when he dies. He who is sure of
heaven hereafter, loves holiness now; and
he who loves holiness has xio desire to postpone
the practice of it till the day of his death.

Blessed, therefore, are the living who are in
the Lord as well as the dead; but it is the
blessedness of the dead in Christ that this
prophecy proclsims. One thing is enough
at & time; and the onc thing of which this
verse treats is very great. Apart from faith,
cternity is dark, and therefore dreadful to man.
Revelation given by God and sccepted by his
creatures, plants a sun in that otherwise
unknowa cxpanse; and alithough we cannot,
{rom our present stand-point, look directly on
his glory, reflected rays of hope already gild
with gladness the course of life over which we
tread, os sunlight beautifies the world in som-
mer dawn, before the san himself is seen. Hope
is happiness ; and hope may brighiy bura ina
believer's breast long before he enters heaven.

But the link that binds blessedness to man,
cither while hie lives or when he dies, is simple
trust in the Divine Redeemer. They whom
Jokn pronsunces blessed are “in the Lord.™
The phrascology i3 very remarkable. It is
froquently employed in Seripture ; but nowhere
logically defined. No definition could make
plae its meaning to those who are without ; and
those who arc within undersiand it without a
commentary.

Whatcver its specific import may be, it is ob-
viously # new and acquired aliainment. It is
ol part and parcel of our natumal birthright.
4 If any man be in Christ, he is & new crea~
wre.” * Your life is hid with Christ in God”

Believess am by f2ith in the Lord asa refage
from the judgment which their own sing deserve.
As Noah, when he knew that the flood was
comiag, catered the ark and remained in it
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vafe, sinners, through an enlightened conviction
of guilt and danger, take refugein the Saviour.
From the tempestto that opened window these
scared doves fly. When their righteousnesses
not only are filthy rags in God's sight, but
also seem such in their own, the penitents in
disgast fling the foul garments off, and, accord-
ing to the language of Scripture, ¢ put on
Qhrist.” The Lord becomes their righteousness.
They have gotten white clothing before they
are called to stand round the throne. ¢ There
i8 now no condemnation to them that are in
Obrist Jesus.” They are “ accepted in the Be-
loved ;" and the counsciousness of this accep-
tance keeps their spirits cheerfal in the varied
2risls of life.

Believersare® in the Lord™ for life and growth
and fruitfuloess, 23 « branch is in the vine. But
these are all figurative expressions ; and some
persons with tendencies and habits of mind
deemed pbilosophical, discard them 83 in their
own natare indefinite and incapable of verifi-
cation. 1 confess the terms are figurative, but
such must all terms be that deal with spirit and

1
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its exercises. There was as little of philosopby
as of religion in the resolution of the reasqoner
who determined to believe nothing that he did
not see. Spiritual being and a spiritual state
are, in the nature of the case, impalpable to
sense. If we do not speak about them in
borrowed langnage, we cannot speak abont
them at all. A soul may be pure or impure,
may live or die, as really as a body. I may be
in Christ living, or out of him dead, as truly
asg this green branch lives in the vine, and that
withered branch has been seversd. The best
way of learning what spiritual union to Christ
means, is to be spiritnally united to Christ.
¢ Taste and see that the Lord is good.” While
the prodigal was keeping swine, a ragged
famished exile, e would have made great blun-
ders if he had attempted to explsin to his
master or his neighbours the affection of hig
Father's heart, or the precise emotions of 2
reprobate son at the moment of bis reconcilis-
tion ; but when he lay on his father’s beating
breast, then, and then for the first time fally,
he knew both himself znd his father.

Hoetry. :

THE WORLD OF LIGHT.

Since o'er thy footstool bere below,
Such radiant gems are strewn,

Oh! what magnificence must glow,
My God! about thy throne!

So brilliant here those drops of light—

There the full ocean rolls how bright!

If night's blue cartain of the sky
Witk thousand stars inwrought,
Hung like s royal canopy,
With glittering diamonds fraught—
Be, Lord. Thy temple's outer veil,
What splendor at the shrine must dwell !

The dazzling sun at noontide hour,
Forth from his fiaming vase,
Flingiog o'cr earth the golden shower,
Till vale 2od mountain blaze—
Bat shows, O Lord! one beam of Tenxz:
What then, the day where thou dost shine !

Ah! how shail these dim eyes endare,
That noon of living rays,
Or bow may spirit so impure,
Tpon the glory gaze?
Anoint, O Lord! snoint my sight,
And robe me for that world of light.
Mublenberg.

*IF MOTHBER WERE HERE.

Ny life is so weary,
So fuil of sad pain;
EBach day brings its shadows,
Its mists, and its rain,
There’s no iy of sunshine
Ns pathway to clear;
But sorrow would vanish
If mother were here.

Bach hope for me blooming
But blooms to decay.

Each joy that I treasure
Soon withers away;

My dreams, full of besuty,
In gloom disappear;

But soon all would brighten
If mother were here.

O lay my poor head
In her dear lap once more, °
And feel ber goft fingers
Stray lovingly o'er,
And catch her fond whispere
And glad words of cheer ;
How soon grief would sanish
If mother were hers !

How tender her tones were,
How loring and sweet,
As she told me of life;
And the trials I'd meet !
Yet little I cared then,
But litde did fear,
For she was besido me;
My mother was here.

Now, flowers bloom above her,
And winds in the grass

Breatho low, solemn dirges,
As gently they pass;

Aad I'm left to mourn her
With many a tear.

0, carth were far brighter
If mother were here.

But O, when this life's

Restless moments are past,
And I go to abide

With the angels at last,
Among the rich joys

Which in heaven I'll share,
is mother, dear mother,

Who waiteth me there.

~—dnne E. Howe.



