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K Tbe’Woes‘ of the Drunkard. Prov. 2312935 j
Goroey, Texr: ¥ Look not thou upon the wine when it is‘red." Prov. 23: 31-
ComMit 1o MEMORY \;ersés-zg-.;z. . CHILDREN'S HYMNAL, 241, 114, 173, 116,
- Provi THAT—God provides the best tefreshment. Isa, 25:6, o
SmorTER CATECHISM—Quest. 107.  What doth the conclusion of the Lord’s
_ - prayerteach ps? et e S
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" INTRODUCTORY-~ “Our lesson is taken from a section.of Proverbs. completed
_by an unknown author before the time of Hezekiah. This division of the-
book begirs with 22: 17 and ends with 24: 22. It is distinguished ‘fram the
preceding portion by (1) the formal preface to verse 17, corresponding to 1:
6; (2) thestyle of the proverbs which are no longer verses of two antithetic
 clauses; but longer sentences comprising two, three or even five verses; (3)
liarnties of language easily perceived by the student of Hebrew. Some think
that they are to be ascribed to the same author as wrote the Introduction,
‘Chaps, 1-9.  The chapter contains warnings against avarice, intemperance, .
licentiousness and kindred vices. : e

t  NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. R
No consideration of local circumstances is necessary to the right under-
standing of this lesson, for, unfortunately, drunkeness is not peculiar to any
one race or clime, and its baneful effects are the same whether in the orient
of the occident. Tt is one of the besetting sins-of our country and the Anglo- -
Saxon race.  So-nototious is the prevalence of this evil, that the excessive use
Fof intoxieating liquor has been termed Intemperance,” by way of eminence, -
s if all nther cases, in which moderat'ian and self-control were lacking, were
insignificant in comparison. Thuse ringing words of an ancient sage are full
of earnest warning to the men and women of to-day, and are espegially impor-
tant to the younjy whose habits have not yet become fixed, To indulge in
ong drink, even in so-called ¢ moderation,” is to wantonly invité, fora paltry
jmomentary pleasure, alf the evils mentioned in the lesson and to perpetuate
i social hife a custom most fatal to many of the brightest and most promising.
jof our youth, He only is 2 “wise man” who heeds the admonition of our
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they are admonitions rather than statements of facts; and (4) there are pecu- «
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lesson, “Look not upon the wine.” The Bible endorses the teaching of
common sense, that it is foolish to play with fire.” "/ Ng drunkard sba\gl in-
herit the kingdom of God.” Note the sins with which funkeness is classed,
1 Cor. 6: 10; Gal. 5: 19-22. . ’ CL . ‘-

_Lgsson Pran. I. Sorrow in the Cup. Vs, 29, 3o. 1L Poison in the
Cup. vs 31, 32. L Delidum in the Cup.  vs. 33-35. ,

I. Sorrow in THE Cup. What six questions are asked in verse zg, and
what is the one answer to all. Woe... .Sorrow—Lit. “To whoin is ‘ah’
and to whom ‘alas’?” asin R. V. margin. Read Isa. 5: 11, 22; Hab. 2: g5;

Prov. 20: 1; Eph. 5: 18, Babbling—R. V. “complaining,” i. e. anxious
- care and trouble. Wounds without cause—the result of wanton.and in-

sensate quarrelsomeness. Redness of the eyes—R. V. marg. “darkness

of the eyes.” This would refer to the bleary dimness.of vision rather than to

a, bloodshot appearance. In Gen. 49: 12, there, can be no reference to the

effects of drunkenness. So Zdngc translates the same word there by “dark

gleaming ” referring to eyes sparkling as with mirth. The Samaritan version,

%37 an almost imperceptible change in one letter, reads * more beautiful,” in-
\2

dtead of * red,” and this may be the correct word. Teachers should not refer

td this passage without explaining its apparent commendation of wine. Seek
—R. V. “seek out,” marg, “try.” ‘The same word is used of seeking God,
(Job 11: 7) and wisdom, (Prov. 25: 2.) Contrast the two classes of seekers.
The Septuagint reads ‘““those who hunt out where carousals are taking place.”
“To drink wine " seems to have been a common expression for a lawful
metry-making,—see Job 1: 40 Mixed wine=—(g: 5) wine whose intoxicating
povwer has been increased by the addition -of drugs and spices. “ Woe,” in-
dicative of agony and distress ; *“Sorrow,” implying poverty and misery., The
drunkard bnngs these things not only on himself but on others. Is there a
family that has not suffered in this way directly or indirectly? “Conten-
tions,” “trouble,” “wounds,” “impaired eyesight,” only neéd to be'mentioned.-
Describe a beautiful child gtowing up to man’s estate ahd becoming a drunk-
ard—the features-of the child, the boy, the young man and the confimed

inebriate, -

. II Poison 1N 1HE Cupr. Against what ate we warned in verse 317
Giveth his color—R. V. “giveth its color,” the neuter possessive pronotn

~ was not usc:d;vhen}the authorized version was made. Literally, “giveth out,
. or moveth its eye,” either referring to the sparkling wine, or to the beadsor

 bubbles on its surface. Moveth itself aright—R- V. “goeth down

smoothly,” lit. “goeth a straight or right way,” (Song of Sol. 7: g,) referring to
the smooth flow of rich old wine as poured into,the goblet, or drunk out of it
The Septuagint gives a curivus variation in the text here “ For if thoushouldst

set thine eyes on bowls and cups, thon shalt afterwards go about more naked

" than a pestle,” (Prov. zo: 1) Adder—Mirg. “cockatrice.” R. V. marg
- “hasilisk,” “The same word occurs in Isa. 11: 8; 14: 29; 58: 5. Rding

. to Wood in his"Bible Animals, this is not the Cerastes or horned snake, since

. that it is subject to charmers, which, according to Jer. 8: 17, is not the case

with the serpent here mentioned. Canon Tristram suggests that it is the

" yellow viper, (Dabaia xanthica.) The cockatrice is an animal as purely kg

endary as the griffin, ot the pheenix. But at the time our trapslation was
made Natural Science was still in its mythological stage and the existence of

_ such a creature was generally believed in. The name is derived from the

comb, or crest, it is said to possess, and from the crownlike appearance

" this, it was also called the “basilisk,” or “royal” serpent. What clause of]




" the Lord's P;afer sl;buld’be used here? He who invites danger is a fool.
- At first supposed pleasure ; at last temporal and eternal ruin. The serpent

and the adder are good types of alcoholic liquor in their mode of action and
results.

&

- UL Deurios v Tee Cur.  How are the’ following expressed in the.” .
lesson? (1) The poison of alcohol? (2) The bad company -it 'leads into?
-{(3) The talk of drunkards? (4) Their fearful danger? (5) Their ingbilit;
to takecare of themselves?  (6) Their inability to reform? Strange wome
R V. “strange things.” The idea of lustful excitement is not congruous to
the second clause of the verse, and the laws of Hebrew parallelism require
that there should be correspondence between clauses in thought as well as
struature, It is, however, true in fact that wine inflames the passions. Sight
and speech are both affected by strong drink. Horrid objects affright the
vision, and the tongue utters the ravings of a maniac, {15+ 28.) A vivid pic-
ture of delizium tremens. Midst of the sea—i. e out on the high seas..
Sleeping when he should be on the lookout, or at the ‘helm, 'stupidly uncon-
sious of his danger. Others think it means helpless as.a ‘drowned man at the
bottom of the sea. Top of a mast—The figure of a vessel tossed .on the -
waters Is doubtless suggested by the drunkard’s reeling gait. This sets forth . -
the extreme peril of his condition, a penl. that confronts all who enturé to o
“look on the wine.” Sick~—R. V.. I was not hurt "—did not feel the abuse
received while intoxicated, Seek it yet again—Read Ephl 4: 9; Deut. .
29 19, 20; Isa. 56: 12; 2 Pél. 2: 22. In the- drunkard’s delirium imagery of .
the most horrible kind passes before the imagination and is shown by the
perverse things uttered by the heart. The drunkard loses control of all his
faculties. 'The force of habit is at least so strong for evil that, although in
his sane moments he knows the effects.of his conduct, heyet continues in his
evil course unless rescued by the grace.of God, - . PR

.- " SUMMARY AND REVIEW, ° .-
. By Rev. R. H. Abraham, M, Asy D, Scuy Butlington, Ont, LT
With the opening question as a text, we shall seek t6 enumerate the woes '
of the-drunkard, Dr. C. S, Robinson ealls this passage of God’s Word “The,
Drunkard’s Looking-glass.” Tn this lesson we have clearly depicted the evils
of drunkenness as seen in the drunkard himself.” The woes of the drunkard

in Solomon’s time are the woes of the drunkard to-day. Let us notice them =
as they appear in this lesson, . . .

~1 DIsTRESS (vs, 29.) “Who hath woe?” Literally “who hath ‘ah’® an
interjection expressing distress. This word expresses the general misery and
wretchedness of the victim of strong drnk} Distress in body, in mind, .in -
family isglfe _drunkard’s lot. . e

IL REMORSE {(vs. 29.) “Who hath sorrow ?” “ who hath ‘alas’?” - The .
backward look of the drunkard over his so called good time brings not joy, ~
but sorrow.  Muchyof which x§ remorse over his conduct—overa wasted life,
blighted prospects and blasted hopes, - - R

L RRITARILITY OF TEMPER (vs. 29.) “Who hath contentions?” « Quar-
relsome in his cups” is an old saying. Strong drink arouses all the evil pro-
pensities in man’s nature, making him quarrelsome, ready to take offence. It
influences the passions while it removes the ¥estraint of the will. What quar-
tels, fightings, and even murders continually resulting from the use of strong '
drink. - The dying testimony of many criminals has been “Ruom did it.”




‘ 1V. WNoisy DisposiTioN (vs. 29.) “Who hath babbling?” This no doubt
" may refer to the tendency of strong drink to lead to boisterous, incoherent,
foolish talk, vile conversation,.noisy jesting, etc.,.which are so common in the -
-~ drunkard. Whatever there is of a boisterous character in man’s nature it will
reveal itself when under the influence of drink. It may refer to the complain-
ing disposition which the usc of strong drink produces.  With Him ‘nothing is
ight, he complains against God, sucicty and his own’ circumstances, which

-

latter-are as he has made them. : -

V.. KiLLs TaE Booy. The-drunkard has © woiinds' without cause,” “red-
niess of eyes.”  Thus he is seen to be in an unbealthy, state.  The red eye is
the signal of nature prodaiming the presence of disease. How strong is
* medical testimony against the use ofpstrong drink as being injuriqus to health.
- Sir Andrew Clarke says,.!* Good hcaf;h will, in my opinion, always be injured

by eved smdll doses of alcohol” -again he says, “Qut of every hundred
patients that I have charge of at the London Hospital, scventy of théem owe,
. their ill-health to alcohol.” Revelations frum the dissecfing room tell “that
the brain, stoemach, liver and kidneys, all are diseased” through strobg drink.

3

VI. Neoctect ofF Dumies (vs.'30.) The tendency of the drinking habit
is to waste fime. The hours of the drunkard pass quickly and are unimprov:
ed. He spends the, day and often much of the night in “ sprees” which are
at times protfacted throught days and-¢ven weehs , while homes, business, and
all important duties of life arc neglected.  They are neglectful “of the fearful
consequences.of indulgence in strong dripk, as scen in the sad fate of others. .
They neglect the warnings so fajthfully given 10 keép out temptation. They .
yield toeﬁlg deceitful facinations.of the wine cup. : o

VII. Out Associazss (vs. 33.) Tamying at the ide, leads to keeping
bad company. Drunkenness and impurity are twin vices and keep close
company. Strong drink atouses all animal passions and fills the naturé with

- ¢vil desires.> | T SR Y A S
" VIIL WiLo Ravines.  What ridiculous, incolferent ‘nonsence men will

" talk when drmk. When under the infiuence of Wine the mind is filled with -
. wild imaginations and the tongue becomes unruly and utters strange and con-

H]
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© IX. IvsensiBaTY 10 DANGER (vs. 34.) Ctterly regardless of life. He
is surrounded by dangers-and yet insensible to the fact. "Exposed to death

. and eternal ruin and yet not concerned. L .
X, Not SENSMTIVE T0 PUNISHMENT {vs. 33) Though beaten and abus-,

ed, full of wounds and bruises, he kaows it not, is not conscious-of the blows.

. The nerves are paralyzed, natures monitors are impaired and physical insensi-

U bﬂit}’ls ifhejres‘ulg N ,

XI.. EaGERNESs 0F JAPPETITE (vs. 35.) Tnconsciots of the excess and
abuse of the past night, his first thought on awakening fs to return to his old
ways It matters not how miserably he fecls, how muchhe suffers, he follows
the h:adingof the upsatiable appetite.within. e has become the slave of

_ appetite and habit. Now in spite of all wamings, in the face of all conse-
quences, he will have strong dtink.  ‘Though honor, sespectibility, manhood
g;l?st, though wife and family suffer, nay, cost what it will, he must have

11, A P : LT e o

~

V‘Thé Rém_edy: for all this is found in vs. 31, and in the jadvif;e lgi}enr by;m
tial Ietters, “Drink no Wine.” ! T



