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«{fany man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God.™
“This 1s love, that we walk after his commardments.”

VOL. VIIL . COBOURG, MAY, 1854. NO.3.

ROMANISYM AND THE RUSSIAN WAR.

As the present war between Russia and Turkey is professedly a ,13

religious war (pardon the expression religious” war) we deem it im-
* portant to insert the following in the Christian Banner. It is full

* of significance. It is from one of the ablest Catholic journals in the l
. world— The Tablet, published at London, England.  Let every reader |
: peruse it and:ponder it-for himself: D. O. !

Perhaps a conflict has rarely oceurred in the history of the world
in which, at first sight, greater difficulties presented themselves in de-
termining on which side lie Catholie intercsts and sympathies, than

* the question of humanity and civilization, Of coursec no one will

* the latterPecomes the more formidable, if we consider how unerring
. is the taet and instinet of the foes of Catholirity, gencrally speak-
" ing, and how unlikely, prima fucie, it is that ti:e infidel propagandist -

i dered by Russia in the great struggle with Soctalism, ari in the

¢ preservation of the great Catholic empire of Austria in the hour of

" her greatest need, cannot be forgotten. These reasons, coupled with
g S , couj

the Papal Nanclo at piris thousht very strongly that Rassia has ba2a

deny the strong peints of those who take part with the Russians,or
rather against the Turks—viz, that the Turks are the hereditary,
historical, proverbial enemies of the Chureh, and that on their side
are to be found the ominouns names of the partisans of Kossauth and -
Mazzini  And if the former fact be got over by the reficction that
practicallygthe Turkish hostility to the Church is effete and disabled,

I}
1
I 1
the present war with Raussia, and they are at least as great as regards ],
]
i
1

and the rencgade should take without hesitation that side which is

most favorable to the interests of thr Church. Again, the help ren-

the further consideration: that’ Russia, although schismaticul, is a
christian power, have wetghed with many Catholics in deciding their
sympathics and prayers; for more thaun this, force of events n. longer
allows those who take that view iu faver of Russia, rather than of
Turkey,-

There must be still stronger reasons on the other side which have
decided a Government whose interests so manifestly shonld be Catho-
licas that of Napoleon ITI, and also the general Catholic opinion of
Trance and England, to adopt the policy which is now .an accom-

plished fact. Fually, if we may believe the T¥mes correspondent,

m—— I

e



116 THE CHRITIAN BANNER.

too tenderly treated in these protracted negotiations, and that the
war ought to be pushed on with vigor. The Roman correspondent
of the Universe gives the following still more significant intelligence :

“ We can imagine circumstances in which this augmentation [of
French troops at Rome] would become even necessary. In the case
of which we believe there is little probability, that Austria, emerged
from that neutrality which she appears disposed to observe, should
join herself to Russia, Rome would be a strategic point of great im-
portance, and the states of the church would ere long become the
the theatre of a struggle between the French and Austrian troops.
Accordingly, independent of the Catholic interests, an interest of
patriotism and prudence cause it to be ardently desired at Rome that
Austria may reunite herself to France and Engiand to repeal the un-
just and menacing pretensions of Russia.”

We ought not to forget that the occasion, if not the cause of the
present contest, was the desire of Turkey to keep faith with France,
as the representative of the Catholic chureh, against the false and
tyrannical claims of Russia in regard to the Holy Places. Russia, by

fraud, by forgery, and by brow-beating, sought to make Turkey set |

aside the vested rights and the concessions dating centuries back, of
which Catholics were in possession in the Holy Land. Itis to the
honor of Turkey, weak as she was, that she did much to resist those
false claims of the Russians, and, at least. wished to maintain the
rights of the Cathelics. She may have acted fecbly and inconsistently
—first issuing a firman in favor ofone party,and thea of another;
still the tendeney of her policy, as is shown by the acrimony of Rus-
sia on the subjeet, has been on the Catholic side. If Turkey had
the power she would rather help the Catholic than the schismatic in-
terests, and on more occasions than one has this been appavent. The
reigning Sultansent an esvoy and made a magnificent present to
Pope Pius IX., and the appointment of a Catholic Patriarch to Jeru-
salem experienced ne opposition from the Porte. Ireland_morcover,
does not forget that the Sultan contributed largely to helrelief du-
ring the famine.

The existing inclination of Turkey to ameliorate the condition of her
Christian subjects, or even to equalize it with that of the Mahomed-
ans, is declared an hypocrisy, or an impossibility, by those who take
the Russiauside. Itis said that the Koran constitutes the life of the
Ottoman empire and polity, and that toleration cannot be reconciled
with the Koran. If that be the case, the Koran must be virtually
given up by the Turks as their political rule, and we see no reason to
consider this impossible. Turkey would not bave that political life
it had ia the days of its ten great Sultaus ; it would not. a5 a govern-
ment. have any rellgion at all ; but it might still exist by that sortof
second and inferior life which one often meets with in the history of
nations. Toleration Las become the only condition on which Turkey
can survive in the European system. Ifshe does not accept of that,
she neeessarily must expire ; but she wmay surely do so, and still be
governed by uble statesmen and sagacious soldiers, whether of her
own race or foreigners. It may bea very tame and prosaic part to

'
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play in history, but it now belongs to her, and the Catholies will be far
better off under such a government, yearly advancing, as Westera
Europe may make it do, in the arts of civilization, than under the jxon
despotism of Russis. The Catholics are now far ahead of the schis-
matical christians in the East, in a social point of view : but, if Russia
prevailed, would very soon be subjected to a grinding and relentless
persceution, We desire those Catholies who wish Russia to prevail
in this contest seriously torccolleet the despotism which that power
has almost invariably shown towards the Catholics, and what Catho»
lic Poland and the Catholics of the Russian Iimpire have for a dreary
term of years suffered, and are at the present moment suffering, at
her hand.

That Russia has done much towards strangling the hydra of Social-
ism, we are ready to admit ; but Almighty God often makes use of
His enemies to work out His cwp ends. Russian Abselutism and
Socialism are two forms of human pride and ambition, both alike hos-
tile to the church, The one elevates an autocrat—the other, the
irresponsible, wncontrolled will of the people above the church and
above ail individual freedom. The Catholie Church loves settled gov-
erument, but not a government that wsurps and arrogates to itself,

' as the Czar docs, supremacy over the spiritual and temporal orders
it alike.

That the revolutionary party more or less support Turkey, is a fact

* which cannot outweigh considerations like these. It may often happen

in history, as in individual action, that the proceedings of two parties
diametrically opposed to each other may seem to run parallel, or to
be identical. but they are notso inreality. We do not side with the
Turks from indifference to religion, or to oppose legitimate authority,
~—Dbut in the very cause of religicn, and for the stability of lawtul
power, against which Russia has been conspiring, and is now openly

~atwar. The battle is one of catholicity against schism—of the free-

dom of lawful governments, against a power which threatens to cnslave
them.

——————

THE RELIGION OF JESUS, NO. L
F:RST PRINCIPLES, N0. 3.

The second or preaching department of the Christian creed, the
“ Acts of Apostles,” has a well defined beginning. Luke, the in-
spired writer, in resuming his pen, says, “ The former treatise I
made, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, until the day in
which he was taken up.” Qbserve, the sacred writer tells us that
in his previous narrative he had recorded Jesus® words and works up
toa certain time—the period of his ascension— after that he through
the Holy Spirit had given commandments to the apostles whom he
had chosen : to whom he showed himself alive after his death by many
infailible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the
things pertaining to the kingdom of God.” Acts i. 1, 3.

This document has also a distinet and well marked ending. «Paul

e o e e o e
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dwelt two whole years in his own hired house, and reccived all who *
came In unto him, preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those '
things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ.” Chap. xxviil. 30-31.

Everything that is said between these opening and closing sentences.

of the Acts bas a bearing upon the proclamation of the gospel, the

conversion of Jews, Sawaritans, Grecks, Romans, and Asiatics, and
the organization of churches by apostles and evangelists. The sub-

lime particulars of apostolie preaching arc Lere opcued out with all -

possible transparency.

Jesus, in his last personal interview with the apostles of his choice,
commands them ¢ that. they should not- depart from Jerusalem.
Were they always to remain in thiscity ? No: but they were to

“ wait for the promise of the Father,” to * be baptized with the Holy- ;-

Spirit.” The Lord spoke- these words:in the ears of his.assembled

apostles,and informed them that the promise should be fulfilled & not

many days hence.” We onee heard a celebrated Divine in Rochester.

city speak an hour upon this-waiting at Jerusalem, and he taught

the necessity of every man waiting until the promised Spirit should be
sent to him. He was a famous preacher, but like many other preach-

" ers be did greatly #crr, not knowing the scriptures.” The promised
. Spirit was received by the Lord’s Iloly Ambassadors within a few.
i days from the day that thesc words were uttered by the Lerd ; and-

Jcrusalem was the only place where the promise covld be verified.
Moses was divinely led to Sinai, and the law for the Jewish nation
was given from that mount; John the Immerser began and finislied

Lis labors at the Jordan ; Jesus commenced his personal ministry in :
¢ Galilee ; but the preaching of a erucified and glorified Saviour must

-i needs begin at Jerusalem.  The city where he suffered, was buried,

aadarose, is the city appointed.to witness the first and grandest dem-

onstration of the Divine Spirit-and the matchless offers of his love and -

merey. Traly, ¢ where sin abounded, grace did much mere abound.”

The boldest of Christ’s friends opens the apostolic canupaign.  The
.ord appoints o bold mar: to do a bold work. His leaders must be -
fearless. They may not be the most disereet and prudent, but daunt- ©
less and courageous they must.be. Truc, theleader Moses was pru- !
. dent, retiring, and meek—* the meckest wan in all the earth ;” but '

the Tsraclites to within sight of the seven fierce nations of Canaan,

' and then Ged tukes Moses and gives Joshua—the hardy, robust, bold-
. hearted soldier.and leader. Eveu .in.the battle that was fought ;
while Moses lived. a Loid soldier had to-stand on either side of him

" cven with the stout help of his brather Aaron, ke is only fitted to lead
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“to hold 'ilﬁi;!‘xﬂnds. ‘But | Peter, ‘the most damng spmt among ‘the
heaven-inspired heralds, soon as the multitudes gather around the
. spot where the Spirit of revelation and of power has descended, stands
" up in leading prominence with the eleven co-apostles, and lifts his

voice in behalf of hisslain Lord and tells a story never before uttered.
Reading auditor ! notice carefully that the apestelic proclamation .

at Jerusalem is by the promised power from onhigh. The proclaim- *

ers speak “as the Spirit gives them utterance.” The celestial Spirit

pleads Jesus by their lips. The authority of Jesus the Lord, the
power of the Spirit, and the apostles’ word, are solemnly and sub-

limely blended ; nay, we may correctly affirm that the proclamation
of the apostles contains or includes the whole : for Jesus had said to -

them, ¢ You shall witness ror ne’ and ¢ Yeu shall RECEIVE rowkr

after the Loly Spirit is come upon you'—hence the official authority
of the Lord Messiali and the powerful energy of the unerring Spirit

were co-extensive and co-operative with the apostles’ word. Or to
express the same thing in elearer language, the Saviour's power and
the Spirit’s light and life were tiirough the word of the apostles.

Peter’s preaching, as he first uses his keys, embraces these moment-
ous points:

. The apostolic spcech in all languages is by the Holy Spirit.

2. The descent of the Spirit is n,cordmg to past announcement of
the Jewish prophets.

3- The crucified Nazarene was in his own ministry recommeunded
to the Jews by numerous wonders and signs.

4. The Lord was put to death wickedly.

5. By the Divine Power which the Jewish people acknowledged,
the Lovd Jesus rose from the dead.

6. His apostles are all witnesses that these things are true.

7. The #lain and risen Jesus is by the right hand of God exalted :

§. The coming and power of the Spirit fully prove that he is above,
and that ail his pretensions are valid and divine.
9. The whole house of Israel are assured that the son of Joseph

~ who suffered on Calvary is Lord and Christ.

i!

10. Receiving him iv accordance with this evidence, it is his will

" that every one repent.

11, Aud also be immersed.
12. This obedient compliance to be, not in the name of Moses or

. the Father, but in the name of Jesus.

13. Remissioa of sins is guaranteed in thus confi’ing in Jesus and

obeying him.

14. Aud the Holy Spmt is hcnce given and engoyeu

ot
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15. The promise of this salvation is aot confined to a few, but the
promise is as wide as Jesus’ merey—it is to all who truly own and re-
spord to his call ; the apostles giving an example of this eall in this
their first proclamation of the gospel setting forth pardon through
his ecross.

But while the primary apostolic discourse is thus-analyzed and
itcmized, we call your attentign, friendly reader, to the fact that

Peter'saddress was by the interference and solicitude of the audi- ;

tors divided simply into two parts—the evidences concerning Jesus,
setting him before the people as he was and is ; and the obligations
of the people growing out of his authority and mercy. The things to
be believed, and the things to be done by believers to make them sub-
jects of Christ, are separately empbasized by the anxiety of the pen-
tocostian hearers.  Peter—-with his mind intent on his despised Lord
—with his memory stocked with the wonders Jesus had performed
in bis presence—with a lively remembrance of how he was treated
in the Garden, at the Judgment Hall, and on Calvary—with a vivid
recollection of the numerous and indisputable proofs of his having
risen from Joseph s tomb in which he was laid—with his eyes on him
as he aseended to heaven—with his soul filled with the new gift from
above that was promised—with a perfect knowledge of the Jewish

' scriptures all inspiredly erowding to his lips—shows himself more

than a hwman master in laying open and clearly developing the tes-
timony that Jesus is Lord and Christ ; and multiplying evidence upon
evidence he isstill going on with his proofs that the slain Nazarene

" is the Lord of All, when thousands,already convinced, with deep

solicitude ask the question, “ Waar svaLr we po 27
Thus. the inzpired preacher’s work in proving Jesus to be the Lord
is effectual and triumphant before even he knows it: and realizing

. that the evidences that he has adduccd arc ample and all-safficient

because they have reached the understandings and hearts of the hear.
ers, who now confide in Jesus as the Divine Severeign, he proceeds
to the second part of his work—to let the believers know what Jesus
in his authority demands of them by way of immediate primary obe-

. dience.

Does be tell them to believe ? He does not. 'fhcy have faith—

: they bave the * true faith”—without a single syllable having been
\ said about it cither by proacher or hearer ! T those days faith came
* by hearing—hearing the testimonies which demonstrated that  Jesus

| N

e —

is the Christ,” the grand central truth oa whick is based the whole
superstructure of salvation.

P opisvtubtoid —_— o
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But he tells them to repent. Theologians since Peter’s day have
made a discovery in reference to repentance. They say in their ser-
mons and put it also in print that repentance is before faith. And,
according to the genuine scrap-doctor system, a passage of scripture
is pressed out of its connexion and forced into the service of proving
the new doctrine. Jobn Mark, a witness for Jesus, in the first chay-
ter of his testimony, says: ¢ after that Join was put in prison, Jesus
came into Galilee preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, say-
ing, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand : repent
and believe the gospel” Mark i 14, 15. We will accept doctor

Peter’s commentary on this gospel message : © That word” he says ;

to Cornelius, ¢ That word you know, which was published throughout :
all Judea, and BEGAN rrom GaLLEE, after the baptism that John

" began to be preached from the province of Galilee, under the personal
ministry of Jesus, wasnot the gospel which began to be preached in :
Jerusalem after Jesus was crucified and exalted ; and as it was Wt ¢

——

the same gospel message it did not and could not call for the same
things by way of obedience.

A thousand mistakes are liable to be made, and a thousand mis.
takes are made, by not keeping in memory the fact that the gospe}

of this dispensation commenced at Jerusalem. The gospel of Christ’s .,

personal ministry, and the gospel of John on the Jordan, were mes-

. preached.” Aects x. 37. Maik and Peter agree in these three things : :
i 1. That Jesus' preaching was immediately after John's preaching ; 2.

- That the gospel preached was to the Jews as such; 3. That this
!, gospel was commenced to be - -eached from Galilee. These things
. understuod, there is no dificulty in perceiving that the gospel which .

sages entirely distinet from the gospel message which began to be .
announced on the descent of the Divine Spirit on a great national
day at the Jewish capital. Itis very cheerfully granted that the ;
message from the lips of Christ, the twelve and the seventy, begin- :

ning at Galileo, first called forrepentance. This message was deliv-
ered to corrupt Israclites whose traditions and sins were without num-
ber, and hence they needed repentance and reformation according to
their own law. They could not be expected to believe or confide in
the announcement that the long-promised kingdom was at hand, or
be prepared for it, while living in disobedience to the plain precepts
of Moses. Hence the signifieance and suitableness of the messages
¢ Repent, and believe the good tidings concerning the new kingdom
which is at hand.’

But_the apostle who had ¢ the keys’ enjoined the pentecostian be.

)
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licvers to repent, which certainly settles the question concerning the

~ order in which faith and repentance stand. The example in this in-

stunce is particularly strong : for the same people—the Jews—who
were by the gospel preached from Galilee called on to repent and
heliove, are now by the gospel © beginning at Jerusalem” called on to

and do you repent as the apostle direets ? Then you will hear him

. say to you, © Be immersed " for his language to every believer is,

# Repent, and bs immersed, in the name of Jesus Christ.” Great

~ prowmises areappended to these preeept$, even the offers of the Lord to

remit your sins and to give you his Spirit. But mark : it is not your

" knowledge which sccures this salvation—it is not your faith—it is
" nut your repentante—it is not your lmmersion ; it is the Divine
Toird who gives you salvation through these. “To him be glory for- |

ever ) amen.”
D. OtirraxT.

v

OUR SCHOOLMASTER.

Wharefore the 12w was out Schoelmaster to bring us to Christ, that we nught e justified by

i, Gal.om. 24 «

., Perhaps no passage in the New Testament has suffered more from
misapplication than the one which stands at the head of this article.

Leligions teachers of almost every name have applied it to themselves
g P

. and their brethren—* The law was our Schoolmaster to bring s to |

Christ ;"—and they contend that all who come to Christ now must
he brought by the law—that is, the law of Moses—they must, as it
were, bear in their cars the thunderings of Sinai, be condemned by

© the law as sinners, and thus brought to Christ for pardon and justifi

cation. It is strange, indeed, that so plain a passage of seripture
siould be so tortured, torn from its counection and misconstrued, to

. prove something the Apostle never thought of. But so it is. Human

traditions bave se blinded the minds of men that they cannot see the
truth as it is-—they look at it through a distorted medium, and it ap-

pears to them a crude mass—without form or comeliness, hence they
- fail to sce its beauty. Would to God that men were wise in this

natter, that they could be brought to understand that it is for their
own interest and happiness, as well as that of their fellow-men, to

. dizeard at once everything which hasa tendeney to becloud their men-

tal vision, to seal up the eyes of their understanding, and hinder the
light of the glorious truth in 2l its beauty and excellency from shin-

* inginto their hearts. I would that they might renounce the last

relict of “the Great Apostacy”—come cloar out of the smoke of mys- !

" ticism—repudiate, as utterly worthless, the sickly theology of the :
i &chools—drink no more of her muddy streams, but come to the foun- |
¢ tain head where the water is yet healthy and pare. The law is not— !
" and never was—our Schoolmaster—we have a better one, based |

i

© upon better promises—ratified with better blood, and having better |

mn———y

" repent after they have believed.  Reader,do you believe in Christ?

N .
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l ordinances, and infinitely greater rewards and punishments. The
law,of Moses was, indeed, the Jewish Schoolmaster—and that for a

i
‘

: porfod of nearly fifteen hundred years— from the time ‘i was first
promulgated from Mount Sinai till the death of Christ —when aceord-
ing to Paul ‘“he vook it out of the way, nailing it tc his eross.” Since
that time it has never been the Schoolmaster of Jew or Gentile, bond
or free, male or female. This is a pretty biv «d assertion, says one—
how then are we to understand Paul.  Why thus- -Xaul was talking |,
to his Jewish brethren at Galatia and telling the » that the law was |
their Schootmaster—was, (in the past tense) not i. Iow, Paul 2— 1,

. Why don’t you understand that the law was giveu to us as Jews to
teach us, to dircet and regulate our conduct as a nation and a pes-
ple «ill Christ the Great Teacher should come. Just us I told you

" above, (verse 19) ¢ It was added beeanse of ‘ransgression till the

+ sced should come to whom the promise was made.” That sced was -
Christ. (verse 16) The law, then, was added or given because of trans-

" gression, and was to continue till Christ came. O yes—I understaed , -
Paul simply means-to tell us that the law of Moses was the Jewisl:
Schoolmaster, during its continuance—vhile they were under it—be-
fore Christcame.  Yes ! yes !—1I understand—when Christ came the
law died—* he nailed. it to his cross.” And who ever heard of a :
dead Schoolmaster continuing to teach ! ! Yes. and I recollect, too,
that this same Paul told his Ruman brethren that they were “ not under .
the law but under grace.” Rom. 6.14. The old Schoolmaster being

. dead they had got anew one. That this is Paul’s meaning is evident

" from the verse immediately following the one under consideration .

" (25) ¢ But after that the faith is come we are no longer under the
schoolmaster’ By the faith here he means the Gospel—a dispensa- ||

.. tion or-system of faith. Defore that came they were under adispen- |

. sation or system of law—and that was their schoolmaster from Moses
to Christ.  When Christ came he brought a Jew Dispensation— '

© a dispensation of faith which is tolass till %is second coming. A= !

i therefore, the law of Moses was the Jewish Schoolmaster, and

| continued ¢ill Christ's first coming : So, also the gospel is the Christ-
" ian's Schoolmaster-to continue till his second coming. The Scholars |
i in the Jewish school were brought out of bondage and slavery in

Egypt, marched acrossthe Red Bea, and led through the wilderness
to the foot of Mount Sinai ; and there they were organized into a |
school, and the schoolmaster placed over them, God had & specific :
object in view in thus placing them under the tuition and control of

this schoolmaster.. He had promised their fathers that from them .,
should spring a deliverer—the Messiah; and hence, it was necessary |,
in order to secure the fulfilment of this promise that he should take !
them under his special charge—place a schoolmaster over them, to ::
| educate them aceording to his will and pleasure—to direct their con-
duct and keep them a pecuiliar people—distinct and separate from all
: othex:s-till this promised OnEshould come. It was therefore adivinely
;| appointed plan to secure a certain end; and that end was this: To
| secure to the Jews as a people all temporal blessings, and to bring |
il Christ and his Gospel into the world, We hesitate nat, therefore, to
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say had they lived up to the teachings of their schoolmasterin every
particular they would have been prepared for Christ and his blessed
gospel when he came. This idea is sustained by Christ himself in
his remark to Pharisees “ Had you believed Moses you would have
believed me, for he wrote of me.” (John 5. 46.) Butalso, they dis-
regarded the teachings of their schoolmaster, and from time to time
rebelled against his government ; and God raised up his prophets to
call their attention to him, if they submitted to his authority, well—
if not, he chastized them. It is worthy of note that these prophets

i were not authorized to teach new laws and precepts, neither did they
i take the responsibility on themselves to alter or amend those of Moses,
.~ or substitvte the’r own inventions and traditions in place of them ; but

their mission was to call on the people to renew their allegiance to

* their old schoolmaster and be careful to observe all that he taught.
 How clearly this is expressed by the last of the Old Testament pro-
* phets in the following words, “ Remember ye the law of Moses my
. servant, which I commanded him in Horeb for all Isracl, with the

statutes and judgments.” But how much attention they paid to these
solemn warnings is scen in their history from beginning to end.
They ware a stiffnecked and rebellious people, and often did they pro-
voke the Lord toanger with their graven images, until he scattered
them ameong the heathen, and left their land a reproach, a hissing,
and a by-word among the people. “Bven from the days of your

- fathers,” says Malach:, “ ye are gone away from mine ordinances, and

have not kepé them. Return unto me, and I will return unto you |:

saith the Lord of hosts. But ye said, Wherein shall we return?”
Mal. 8. 7. They abuscd their privileges, disregarded their School-

. master, corrunted his ordinances, and made them of nome effect

" the earth— crucify him—crucify him.” So wedded were they $o |
" their traditions that they could not listen at all to the teaching of |
him ¢ who spoke as man never spoke,” and they were given up to |
hardness of heart—their city to destruction—the famine and pestilence |
" fed on them, grim despair, death and slavery became the portion of |.

through their traditions ; and, alas, when the Saviour came they were
not ready to receive him—they rejected him—called him an imposter
—a deeciver, not fit to live, and cricd, away with such a fellow from

their cup, and they were scattered to the.four winds, a monument of

* God's Justice, and yet of his forbearance-—a vessel of wrath fitted for

' destruction. This peop'e are held up for our example—let us be |

.!"TT oS ———

careful how we treat our Schoolmaster—how we disregard his teach-
ings and make them of none effect through our traditions ; for de-
pend upon it if the Jew had no right to alter the law of Moses,
and their prophets could not, without incurring the vengearce of
heaven, substitute their own inventions for the law of God—or teach

for doctrines the commardmenis of men ; fearful must be the respon- .

sibility of that man or that teacher, whatever his pretensions may be,
who dares to substitute his own inventions or those of any other un-
inspired man, or set of men, for the ordinances and preeepts of the
Great Teacher. “ When the Son of man cometh shall ke find faith

- on the earth” , W+ W. Crayon.

Throopsville, March 9th, 1854.




—

THE CHRISTIAN BANNER, 125

DOES THE NEW TESTAMENT TEACH,IMMERSION *

A reading friend near Brantford, who commenced perusing ihis
werk with the first Number for 1853, in a recent communication
says— .

¢ I received the Christian Banmer last year—I liked it very
well, all but immersion : you had more of that than I liked. But if
you will let me know through the “ Banner” where Cornelius and
the Philippian jailor were immersed, then I perbaps may look more
favorably on immersion. As I believe they were among the first of
the Gentiles who were baptized, and if immersion is of such impor-
tanee as you seem to make it, I would expect it to be plainly laid
down in the Bible.”

Yes, unquestionably—we wonld “ expect it to be plainly laid down
in the Bible.” If not found there,the authority for it is not worth
the ring on the pope’s little finger.

It is a remarkable fact that @/l learned men testify that baptico
means to immerse. Wo have yet to find learned suthority which
denies that immersion is baptism. Thisspeaks volumes in favour of
the clear import of the term employed by the Holy Spirit in convey-
ingto us a just view of the action called baptism. Let us not be
misunderstood. 'There are ten thousand disputes respecting whether
immersion be the only meaning of baptizo—whether this old Greek
word docs not include or permit other meanings as well as immer-
sion. Hence, after the whole learned faculty of the whole world agree
that the original term signifies to immerae, one goes away tethe an-
cient Jewish Doctors and borrows modern ehristening from them—
another flies to St. Tertullian, St. Oregin,or St. somebody else for
what is called another mode of baptism—a third leans with all his
weight upon the authority of ¢he Church, meaning thereby the ¢ Holy
Catholic Church” whose Head lives in Rome—a fourth ransacks the
records and traditions of the English Church,and finds something to
please him in the authority of his fathers, which is substituted for .
¢ Thus saith the Lord-—and a fifth argues that while it is true that
the apostles did immerse because enjoined by Jesus the Head of the
Church, yet we are at liberty to change the ¢ outward rites’ to & cer- ) -
tain extent, retaining the essential intent on substance. {'

While the force of daplizo issuch as to compel unity, the follow-
ing, copied from a newspaper, will show how divided are our pedo bap-
tist friends in their zeal to establish christening:

1. Wesley and Beverage and Episcopalians, teach that infants are
unholy,and that original »in is washed away in baptism.

-
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2. While Beza and Doddridge and their class teach that infantsare
born holy, and therefore ave entitledto it by :hirth.

3. Wall and Hammond, and ethers, claim that. Jewish proselyte bap-
tisme, affords an all-sufficient ground for infant baptism.

4. 'While Owen, Jenrings, and their class repudiate proselyte bap-
tismn as affording any authority ,and ground infant rights on the iden- -
tity of the Abrahamic covenant and covenant of grace, baptism coming

in the room of circumeisien.
5. Stuartand his party, deny that the Abrahamic covenant, any

« more than the New Testament, affords the shadow of a warrant for

infant baptism ; but claim that it is in general consonance with the
spirit of religion.

6. Baxter, Henry, and their class, maintain that infants are to be
baptized to bring them into the covenant and the church.

7. While Burder, Dwight, Miller, and their party, deny this, and
teach that it belongs to none but the children of believing parenta, all
of whieh are born n the church, and therefore, they are entitled to
its ordinances.

8. The Evangelical divines of the church of England deduce it
by analogical reasoning from those seriptures applying to adult bap-
tism. .

8. While the other party, Puseyites, teaches that baptism gives to
the infant the regeneration of the Holy Ghost. :

9. Another party claims that infants have a faith that entitles them
to baptism.

10. Others claims that they are entitled tq it through the faith of .

parents.
11. Oshers, the faith of their sponsors and sureties.
12. Another class teach that the church can give them a- right.
13. On apostolic tradition.
i4. Another party claims it on the supposed authority of the Serip-
tures, ag Mr. Blake. '

15. Another denies’any seriptural precept or example, and claim it :

on silence,—because it is not especially denied ! !

Now, friend, do you not perceive how “ important” immersion is, in
the advocacy of union, seeing the advocates of the popular operation

called christening, after searching all creation for a foundation, finally

place themselves on fifteen different foundations in rebellious division, °

knocking each other’s basis into chaos ?

But where was the jailer at Philippi immersed 2—where was Cor-
nelius immersed #—you ask. The inspired Luke, who informs us '

that the Philippian and his household were-immersed, and that Peter

commanded Cornelius and the belisvers with him .to be immersed, A

does not inform us where, and hence  the editor-of the Banner is sil-
ent where Luke is silent. - Some pious men tell us thatthe jailor at
Philippi was christened in theprisen.. They . have not carefully read

i the evangelist Luke;as he marrates the general particulars of this
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i
prison-kecper’s conversion. ¢ He called for a light, and sprang in, y
and came trembling before Paul and Silas and brought.them out” |,

Li+ sineerity by bringing them out of prison before he even dared to
ask them what he should do to be saved. Then we find Paul and
" Silas “spake unto him the word of the Lord, and te all that were n
hiz house”  The faithful proclaimers preached the gospel to every
" infant the jailor had—! !—and cvery one of them received the gospel,
t'n rubsequently, when the jailor ¢ was immersed, he and all his,” he
" brought them into Jis house” (hence not immersed in the house) and
. setting meat before them, he “ rejoiced, beleving in God witn aLL
s wouse?  Aets xvi. 20—34.,
Letus gather up the faots and put them together .—
. Paulund Silas are imprisoned at Philippi.
An earthquake shakes the prison and its deors are opened.
The jailor rushes trembhnﬂly to where Paul and Slhs are.
. He brings them out of the prison.
Asks them concerning his salvation.
They preach to him and to his family.
. All the family and himself believe.
3. All are immersed.
2. All rejoice.

SO Q2 Y

™

~1

10. Paul and-Silas are invited to the housc for hospitable entertain- |

ment by the believing, rejoicing household.

| Such are the general features of the change inan important family
 at Philippi on the visit of Paul and Silas as they traveled and
laboured in that region, and all the Doctors on this side of the old
Sadducees and Pharisees can neither find infants nor christening in
“the premises, though many & discourse, many a sheet of paper, and

proving these two things by Luke’s history of this houschold’s con-
version.

But why-de we affirm that the jailor and his fimily ‘ere im-
" mersed 2 For these.reasons :—1. The ancient word—the word that
" cume from Luke’s pen—referring to thevrdinance to which they iyield-
1 o after believing, means to immersé, the learned world being judge.
! 2. Detailed examples are given'tous showmg‘thatpummve donverts
; were inimezged ; and Luke does not authonze'us to conclude thiat the
i household ab! Jnhppl obeyea the Tord in this ordinance. differently
l from otherxexamples hie details. Andxnct to specify other: Féasons,

The alarmed jailor proved to the beaten and imprisoned preachers g

P

many a page of print have been dedicated to the work of finding and |
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these equally apply to the obedience of Cernelius-and his fellow be-
lievers at Cesarea.
Please, my good friend, let me have your reflections on these few
written statements. .
D. 0.

-~

For the Christian Banner.
GRAPES AND GRACES.

¢Tam the true vine, my Fatheris the Husbandman. Every Branch in me
that beareth not fruit, He taketh away, and every Branch in me that beareth
_ fruit he purgeth {pruneth] it that it may bring forth more fruit.”

How strikingly this similitude illustrates and enforces the truth
intended to be taught. Palestine wasaland of vines. The disciples
had, no doubt, often seen the husbandman engaged in praning. Let
us in imagination behold him approaching a goodly vine, the choicest
of the vineyard, with his pruning-knife in hand. With a careful and
practised eye he examines the,ving from the root to its topmost branch.
He beholds with joy that on many branches there is the blossom,
promise of abundant frait—others have also blossoms, but not so
abundant, and the fruit seems in danger of being smothered by a
rank luxuriance of leaves, and some of the branches have a great show
of leaves and no fruit at all, and others are beginning to wither and
to die.

Now let us suppose that all these branches are quite aware of the
object of the husbandman in his careful serutiny, and thatit is onlya
preparation to his applying the pruning-knife. With what trembling
anxiety will each of the branches desire to know the judgement‘that
he will pass upon it. Without hesitation he cuts off all that are dried
up and withering away, observing as areason“ If ye are allowed to re-
main you will cause the decay and death of other branches.” Next he
cuts off those branches that have a great luxuriance of leaves and
nothing more. Next the branches tlat have a little fruit comes un-
der the ordeal, and much, very mueh, of the unbearing twigs have
to be cut away, in order to prevent the sap tkat ought to go to support
the fruit being drawn off by the fruitless parts ; and lastly he exam-
ines the more fruitful branches and finds that a good deal even of
what was considered their * leafy honors” must be cut away, ia order
that the quantity and quality of the fruit may be such as the hus-
bandman desires. How simple is the similitude here presented, and
how striking the application—* Ye are the branches.’ For it seems
that thereare branches even in the true vine that bear no fruit and
must be taken away.

Let every disciple examine himself in the light of this similitude
and ask himself, What fruit am 1 bearing : Am I among the branches
that are to be taken away or allowed to remain, and if allowed to re-
main by the great-husbandman, what pruning am I to receive 2

The fruit of the natural vine are grapes—the.fruit of the true vine
are good worksand graces,“ love, joy, fear, long suffering, gentleness,
godliness, faitk, meekness, temperance, against such there is no law" :
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[to cut them off from the vine,] and those whe have not these are
s barren and unfruitful.”

What preeious clusters arce these, and such fruit will endure unto
Eternal Life, and give the possessors the right of the tree of life that
grows in the paradise of God.

By their fruits ye shall know them. Do men gather grapes off
thorns or figs off thistles ; most assuredly not, but grapes are gath-
ered from the vine and figs from the fig tree ; but there are some fig
trees that are barren as well as some branches of the vine that have
no grapes. Brethren let us take warning. Let us continue in the
true vire and glorify our Father by bearing much fruit, for without
Christ we ean do nothing, and it is absolutely necessary that his
“ word should abide in us.” Let the word of Christ dwcll in you
richly with all wisdom. With some disciples the word of Christ ap-
pears to dwell in them poorly instead of richly and their barrenness
is manifest. The fruit of righteousness grows not in an unculti-
vated soil Give diligence to add to your faith. ¢ Give the more
earnest heed to ihe things that you bave heard.” Reading, medita-
tion, watebfulness, thankfulness and prayer, are all required in the
christian husbandry to form and perfeet the christian fruit, as much
s0 as sun and rain and fruitful soil in the husbandry of natare.

Ifany man lack wisdom let him ask of God who giveth to all men
who ask, liberally and upbraideih not, and it shall be given him—If
ye being evil know how to give good gifts unto your children, how
much more shall your Heavenly Father His Holy Spirit to them who
askhim. What a wonderous promise. His Holy Spirit to thom whe
:(x}sk him. Giving us fellowship with the Father and his Son Jesus

hrist.

The church is a habitation of God through the Spirit ; each individual
disciple is part of that habitation but he must be a hiving stone.—
% Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Iloly Spirit,” liv-
ing stones !—a living temple—how strange, how striking and how
grand the thought. Man to be the residence of God through the
Spirit--a truth so astounding that no testimony less than that of God
could convince us of its reality. Drethren, let us endeavor to under-
stand, to realize, to value, this wonderous gift, that we * grieve him
‘not by whom we are sealed till the day of redemption.”

With the help of God, I shall endeavor toact as I am exhorting
you. May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,and
the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. Amen.

W. A. Srernexs.

THE DISCIPLES AND THEIR OPPONENTS IN ST. LOUIS.

The Disciples in the city of St. Louis, Missouri, are becoming
widely if not favourably known. Some one has forwarded to the
Banner office 2 number of the Buffalo Christian Advocate, marking
an article for special notice touching some recent developements at
St. Louis, wherewith all Disciples are more or less i{nﬁgres\téﬂ. tis
true that the Buffilo paper nicknames according to pious orthodoxy.

. , : (



+ West. Norare we acquainted with any on the American side of the |
" line. The disciples admire not the popular terminations such as the:
© ates, the dans, or the isms which the distant relatives of the Harlot
. Mother so admiringly append to their names. '
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those whom he notices, calling them “ Cambellites” (this is the very |
word he uses.) But.we gather both from the article itself and from |
other sources that he refers to the Disciples who look to Jesus as!,
their Divine Master and Teacher. In the British Provinces, so far|
as known to the writer, we have no such dtes, saving a very few who *
are said to follow an Klder nearly of that name in Aldbero, Canada

Itis quite true that we have a very pleasing and a very profitable
acquaintance with a gentleman, a scholar, and a humble Disciple of
the Lord in Bethany, Virginia, who, without the clerical prefix ¢ Rev' -
or the rabbinical afix “ D. D.,” spells his name Alexander Campbell!
He has done much, and it is hopeful he will yet do much, to reform’
cven professors and to enlist their love for both things and names ”
approved by the Lord Jesus, and henee divinely evangelical and {
inspiredly orthodox. He could not if he would and he would not if!
Lo could give his name to the Disciples of Christ as a badge or cog."
nomen. Letno one therefore be deceived by the capression, evident !
ly from a ¢ wounded spirit,’ made up of the words * disciples of him|
of Bethany.” Boys when they quarrel, especially if they be rude and -
have withal a bad cause, will keep up appearances by calling names,
piling up the nicknames one or two stories high ; but to see men':;
following this example, more particularly professing men, proves most :
conclusively that the Disciples have plenty of work on hand by’ way|
of reformation. ’ S

But let us hear the Buffalo Christian Advocate from ficst to Iast:i;

Tux following may be interesting to some of our readers. . The;
Young Men’s Christian Association of St. Louis not long since de-
clined received as members those who were known as (}z).mbellites“,%r
inasmuch as ‘they were accustomed to denounce all written ereedsi
and were known generally to hold very loose sentiments tespecting!
the person of Christand theinfluences of the Holy Spirit. It wasj
not deemed consistent with the principles of a Christian Association:
to admit them and consequently they were excluded by a large vote:
Some of the members of that sect feeling the “influence of the ha,”&
under which they were placed, drew up and signed the following: priv-{
ciples, thus abandoning at least one of their ‘most- strikivg- pecaliariy
ties, a horror of all written creeds: . They were accordingly admitted]
to membership in the association. T |

“YWhereas, Responsible members of the €hristian chureh ‘in” Sty
Liouis assert, and hold themselves ‘prepared to' prove ‘on a1l~?&stixtable_{,
occasions, that the following doctrines, .generally’ regarded::by:tht

|- ©Hhiristian world as involving tke fundamental-truths of Christiar il
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are held by their denomination with great unanimity and have been
againand again reiterated by all their leading writers and speakers,
viz

« 1. The divine inspiration, the authority, and sufficiency of ‘the
Holy Seriptures

« 2, That there is one God, manifested in the person of the T I‘ather,
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, wheare therefore one in nature,
person and volition.

3. That the Divine Word, which ‘from the beginning was with
God, and which-was God, became flesh, and dwelt among us as Im-
nmmel or* God manifested in the ﬂesh " and did make expiation for
sip ¥ by the sacrifice of himself,” which no being could have done
that was not possessed of a super-human, super-angelie, and divine
nature.

“ 4. That every human being participates in all the consequences

| of the fall of Adam, and is born into the world frail and depraved,
| l in all his moral power and capacities, so that without the intervem-

'
]
!
Ij
i
i

tion of an expiatory sacrifice, and faith in Jesus Christ, it is impossi-
ble fm him te please God and attain to overlasting life,

The justification: of the sinner, by faith, without the deeds of
the sz or meritorious -works of righteousness of any kind what-
ever. .

6. The operation of the Holy.Spirit in the conversion and sane-
tification of the sinner through the word.”
The Presbyterian Herald of St. Louis ip publishing thiz creed
asks: And now, will the rest of the disciples of him of Bethany
malke this new creed theirs,.and thus come within whas others call

eangeiical bounds ? Or, will some believe, that Jesus Christ was a

. man until immersed,; or others that there isno hell ; or still others,

that the soul is matelml, and only have one article i in their unwritten
croed—that immersion is the one thing needful ?

On the abeve we offer only these remarks—

1. The Young Men’s Christian Association at St. Louis in reject-
ing the Disciples did so through the influence and prejudice of a
particular Reverend Doctor, and it was for lack of information rela-
tive to the Disciples’ views that the Association rejected them. So
soon as the Association learned, from the Disciples themselves, their
belief on those subjects or on those points concerning which they
were supposed to be unsound and amti-evangelical, the Association
reversed its former -action, and the Disciples were freely and heartxly
ael\nowledged and Téceived.

2. But says the Buffalo Advocate. “8ome of the members of that
aect” (the stclplec) “ drew up and swned certain prmcxples, thus
abandonmfr at Ieast one of their most s nkmg peguliarities, 2 horror

“of all wntten creeds n" If our Buﬂ‘alo friend were less prejudzced he

would reason and wnte more conclus:vely Has the feehng occagion-
ed by some of the Methodxsts in that vicinity being, 1mmersed into
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the old Jerusalem ..ith been the cause of this singular logic? To prins
six of our principles on paper is making a creed ! To utter either six |
or sixty items of cur belief either by the voice or by the pen is mak. i
ing a good old-fashioned confession of faith ! ! On this principle it !
is to be understood that eur Christian Advocate friend at Buffalo |
has a multitude of crecds :—he issues a creed every week'! Nuy, |
if he writes aud reads sermons weckly, he has eight creeds per month, |
consecrating four of them from the pulpit and four of them from the f“
press!!! And bythe like reasoning he gives us in these Provin- [
ces twelve creeds per year—one for every month, carried by Her '
Majesty’s mail to all points of the compass under the title of the
Christian Banner !'! Can any person after this, dispute the saga. t
city and eagle-eyed sharpness of eur friend at Buffalo. '
What is a creed—a popular erced? It is the emboediment on ’
paper of the essential articles of the fuith of some religious body, by | ||
which to admit members into said body and by which to #ry mem- |
bers after they are in that body. This is a ereed as modernly man |
ufactured, and such are its uses. The disciples have no use for such |
an instrument. Such a document was not made or produced at Si. )
Louis. !
The grand peculiarity of Disciples on the creed question, is, that
they are satisfied with the creed written and made out for them by’
the author of eternal life.  While most of our eotemporary professors ;
arc professedly very particular in respect to the creed they acknow- *
ledge, we thisk they are entircly too loose and too casily satisfied.
We want a ereed—a written one ; so far like all our neighbors. But
we are scrupulously particular in relation to the hand that sketehes
it and the authority that gives it. The pen that writes it must be | i
guided by the Holy Spirit. In thisalso we prove our love of the i
Divine Spirit to be far in advance of those who make such a noise i
about our rejecting the Spirit, and yet proceed to draw up creeds !
supposed to be better adapted and more perfect than THE CREED
which was written by men as the Spirit gavelthem utterance. What
a burlesque'on common consistency, to hear men shouting ¢ We must '
be governed by the Spirit,’ ¢ We must get and keep the Spirit,'— 5
then sce them leave theark of the covenant where Father, Sen, and !
Spirit have put the confession of faith and the confession of pr aetise,
and hence run into some newly made ecclesiastical corner and sketch
- out a human standard of orthodox faith! And what an amount of
assurance such must have, who, while mouthing every epithet of
abhorrence against the Disciples for denying the Spirit, are sta.ndmg
upon & basis erected, formed, and fashioned without the Spirit¥ {
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sanction—a basis partly and in some instances principally manufac-
tured by ¢ man’s wisdom.”

But wo have been, now are, and still mean to be, speaking and
writing our principles, views, faith, practice, manners, customs, likes
and dislikes, keeping in view the inspired friends of Jesus as our
pattern. And if an individual, a congregation, or an association
requires to be disabused of some erroneous impressien respecting
six, sixteen, sixty, or six hundred points of ecclesiastical or theolo-
gical debate, we will ¢ drawup and sign’an equal number of prinei-
ples to rebut and iepel the injurious and false impression concern-
ing us; and still with the Divine help, we shall eschew creeds, ioving
and honoring the one, only, and true creed stamped with the seal of
heaven. .

. D. OwurpHaNT.

AUXILIARY BIBLE UNION IN CANADA.

ADDRESS TO THK BROTHERHOOD.
Lramosa, March 22nd, 1854.
To the Disciplesof Christ in Canada:
Dear Christian Friends :—You areaware that the mecting of the

| friends of a pure version of the word of God, called by the circular of

 brother Mitchel in the Christian Banner, took place at the Disciples’
meeting house, near Norval, Esquesing, at the time appointed. On
account of the unfavourable weather the attendance was not so large
as it certainly would have been in fine weather, but under the circum-
| stances it was such as proved so very satisfactory that we all feel a
, deep interest in giving a translated Bible to every nation on earth.
{ The brethren presentrepresented the churches of Bowmanville, Osha-
wa, Toronto City, Pickering, Esquesing, Jordan, Wainfleet, Rainham,
Eramosa, Erin, and Owen Sound, and in my opinion may be taken
as an index to the views and feelings of the brethren throughout the
Province ; and if that be granted, we are all of one heart and one
mind on this important duty. I never attended a meeting where
more cordiality and uhanimity in every part of the business prevailed
than at that one.

The Bible Union of the Disciples of Canada, auxiliary to the
American Bible Union, was organized under these encouraging cir-
cumstances, none opposing nor remaining neutral of all the intelligent
and devoted brethren present ; and I trust that now il will be seen
when we are called upon to contribute according to our ability, that
we will act worthy of our profession and privileges, In presenting
the claims of the American Bible Union on our Christian sympathy,
I cannot do better than refer to the articles which appeared on the
subject in all our periodicals, especially'to the essays, addresses, and
reports published in the Millennial Ha7rbinger,and read by some of the
| members of every church in Canada.
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These, 1 know, have already enlisted our principles and affections

. in favour of that Society,and the wonder is that any Christian could -

hesitate one moment in regard to his duty respectingit. I here '
present the fundamental principle of translation and revision to -
which the Society is pledged. © Tle exact meaning of the inspired text
as that text expressed it to those who understood the original Serip.
tures at the time they were first written. must be translated by cor-
responding words and phrases so far as they ean be found in the ver.
nacular tongue of those for whom the version is designed, with the
least possible obscurity or indefinitness.” '
Must not overy intclligent person sce at once that this is the only -
way in which a faithful translation is possible. .
¥rom the beginning the American Bible Union contemplated a re-

. vision of the common English Bible. They know that no other Book
" has the same influence on the world as it has, and it is with great pro.

priety that they determined first of all to revise it and make 1t as perfect
a version of the inspired original as it is possible in this age to make
it. All intelligent translators and revisers of the sacred volume

. throughout the world will be more or less influenced by it,and sacred *

. Hare, an cminent clergyman of the Church of England, forcibly ex-
* presses the necessity and importance of revision :—

. and cannon of all truth. For this reason.errors, even the least, in a

" book, as well because the contents of the Bible are of far deeper im-
. portance ; and have a far wider influence, as also because the readers !

© main duty of a chureh to take care that the version of the Seriptures,
* .which it puts into the hands of the members, shall be as faultless as

literature in all lands where the Christian religion is known will be -
affected by it,and so will all Anglo-Saxon Christendom.
The following extract from a work just published by Archdeacon

“ This notion, that slight errors and defects and faults are imma-
terial, and that we necd not go to the trouble of correcting them, isone °
main cause why there are so many huge crrrora and defects and
faultsin every region of human life, practicai and speculative, moral
and political.  Nor should any error be deemed slight which affects
the meaning of a single word in the Bible ; where so much weight is |
attached to every single word ; and where so many inferences and
conclusions are drawn from the slightest ground, not merely those
which find utterance in books, buta far greater number springing up
in the minds of the millions to whom our English Bible is the code

version of the Bible, are of far greater moment than in any other

of the Bible are not only the educated and learned, who can exercise
some sort of judgment on what they read, but vast multitudes who
understand what-they read according to the letter. Hence it isa

possible, and to revise it with this .view from time to time, in order
to attain to the utmost accuracyin every word.”

The plan of revision pursued by-the revisers of the English Bible
as well as their number and competency for the work will appear from
another extract from the American Bible Union’s appeal for Prayer,
and Aid, January 2[st, 1854. , .

The following brief statement regarding the revision of the Eng.:

! SN
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lish Seriptures, cannot fail to excite renowed interest in the enterprise '

e e e

. and to call forth more fervent supplications for its success.

Distinguished scholars are empleyed by the \merican Bible Union
in the revision of the common version, holding their eeclesiastical con-
necticns with eight denominatiens :—¢HURCH OF ENGLAND, OLD scHooL
PRESBY TERIANS, DISCIPLES OR REFORMERS, ASSOCIATE REFORMED PRES-
BYTERIANS, SEVENTH DAY BAPTISTS, AMERICAN I'ROTESTANT EPISCOPAL-

. 1ANS, BAPTISTS, GERMAN REFORMED CIIVRGH.

Written contracts have been made with more than twenty scholars
and many of them in compliance with the stipulations, have made en-
gagements with others to work with them, so that the number of

- scholars actually engaged in the service of the Union, does not vary

far from forty.
More than half of the work already done has been performed by

. scholars not connected with immersionist denominations ; and we

anticipate that this will held true until the New Testament is fin-
ished. ¥
Seven of the revisers under written contract, reside in Great Brit-

+ ain, and three of these are connceted with the Church of England.

. mon English version ; another renders similar service in the Siamese,

In none of the above numbers do we embrace those scholars, (of |
whom there are many,) that render collateral aid. Tor instance, one
furnishes a literal translation of all the passages in the Burmese ver-
sion in which the translator, (Dr. Judson,) hasvaried from the com- ;
others in the Bengali, Sanscrit, &e. i

Also our revisers of the Spanish, the Italian, the French, and the -
German Secriptures, afford their aid to make the English more acen-
rate. Sowe of their sugestions, especially those from the Spanish re-
visers, are considered invaluable. All the revisers in these several
languages are men of eminent ability, and the discoveries made by
one necessarily assist the others. _ ;

Hundreds of scholars, of greater or less reputation, from time to -
time, send in suggestions for the improvement of the Engiish Serip- |
tures, either in the form of criticism on the parts of the revision

. already issued, or in that of advice regarding other portions of the '

|
f

|
!
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work,

The revisers are furnished with the most valuable works for study |
and reference. In this respe 3¢ no necessary expense is ever spared.— °
Mauny of the books procured by the Union are most rare and costly.
Every attainable facility is afforded to the revisers to accomplish their -
task in the most thorough manner possible. g

In eonclusion I would only say to you, beloved brethren, that our ‘I
Canadian auxiliary was specially designed to suit the circumstances |

{ of the rich and poor ameng wus, so that beth should contribute accerd- '

ing to their ability through their respective churches, and 1 hope it i,
will bring the contributions and prayers of all to help a cause in which |,
we esteomn it a blessing to be fellow helpers. 3

- I am, beloved Christian friends, C
JFamEs BLacg. E

{
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THE CLERGY AND THE MILITARY.
Essa, 28th March, 1854.
Mr. D. Ouwrrant : Dear Sir :—As T am writing, there are two l
things I would just mention. o f
TFirst, with regard to J. Sillars’ letter (in No. 11,vol. 7) on the i|
support of Christian officcrs, you have two queries, first, Did Timo- ;
thy labour in Ephesus before or after Puul's farewell ; secondly, i
What did he do in Ephesus ?! 1
What do you mean by these queries, or what do you want to estab- |
lish by them? Do you want to establish a lcarncd clergy or an apos-
tolic succession, 28 we conrider Mr Sillars’ letter quite seriptural.
Next, your article on military duty in this month's number. I -
think you are right so far, but I would like to sec you follow up the -
suhjecy atlittle further, as it isa proper time to advocate this doe-
trine in time of peace, and show us from the word of God that it is
not the Christian’s duty to take up arms, « for they that take the:
sword shall perish by the sword,” and our Saviour says “ If my kingdom
were of this world. then would my servants fight” Ihave not time .
por am I eapable of writing on the subject, but it is a subjeet I have
long thought of, and would be glad to see it followed up.

Yours, dear sir, for the truth’s sake,

JaMES Jack.
Reyarks.

Timothy was neithe> a learned clergymar nor an ignorant clergy- -
man, and hence if it were shown that he was sent to Ephesus to labour .
as a gencral workman, the conclusion would come far short of estab- .
lishing a learned ¢lergy. With clergymen wa have little to do, sav-
ing as occasion serves to expose (faithfully and fearlessly) their &
clerical conceits. As it respects what is called “ apostolic suceession” ',
it is a succession of papalized absurdities from first to last.

As we proceed with the series of essays begun in the April Num- .
ber, we will as explicitly as our pen can write show the ground we |
stand on as it respeets preachers and elders. Meantime overy rea- =
der is invited to watch us, that not one of our statements may pass |
without duescrutiny. We shall be pleased to hear from friend Jack |
after be has perused these forthcoming articles, in referemce to
which we shall ask no quarter from any source whatever. i

It ought here to be said, that, as a whole, the article of brother
Sillars is most excellent. And how could it be otherwise 2—he was |
% Scoteh Baptist—!—and these Baptists have generally very elear l
and very consistent views of the Divine Word. I

The article on military service, spoken of by our good friend, was
written for those who are, by the Word, already convinced that war )
is unjustifiable, pernicious, sensual, and satanic. Still, as heaven
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* Second query, “What did Tincthy doin Ephesus,” (I suppese you mean
: to ask what did he work at.) I reply I cannot tell. The scripture as

; well aware of the popular arguments in support of clergymen’s
i stipends attempted from 1 Fim. iv. 15; 2 Tim. ii. 4. Now if you

gives us ¢ precept upon precept,” something on the Christian duty of
refraining from entering the battle-field might be edifying. We
have opencd the way. Our work has been to show the expediency
of being legally recognized by the * heads of department” according’
to the principles we have long been convinced of and firmly held.

Since the above was written, the following has come to hand, which
is cheerfully inserted :
For the Chrislian Banner.

Dear Brotuer Ouremant : In last November's No. of the Chris-
tian Banner I find you have proposed two queries to me (page 288.)
I am not certain that I understand your intention in proposing these
queries, but lest it should be thought that I am afraid of them I have
resolved to reply to them. First query, “ Did Timothy labour in
Ephesus before or after Paul’s farewell address,” Acts xx. To this
I reply that I am not certain what meaning you attach to the word
Iabour, but shall suppose at present you mean labouring in word and
doctrine. Paul in his first letter to Timothy (who resided at Ephesus
at that time, 1. Tim. {i. 3) describes the qualifications of elders and
deacons, chap. iii; this seems to be intended to direct Timothy and
the church to select the best qualified persous for these offices. From
this I unaerstand that the church at Ephesus bad vo c.des at that
time. 1 Tim. 1. 3 seems to confirm this; for if there had been elders
in the church at that time, the charge given to Timethy in the
above text would be given to the elders as it was in Aets xx. 81
and as the above church had elders when Paul gave  his farewell
address” I conclude Timothy laboured at Ephesus before that time.

faras I remember gives no information on this point, and where the
seripture is silent it would scem to be unwise to speculate much. You
will observe however that this is no proof that Timothy did not work
at all. I cannot tell what Paul laboyred at when at Iphesus or
Thessalonica, but I can tell that he laboured at both places, Aects xx.
31,35 ; 1 Thess. iiil. 7, 8. At Corinth he laboured at tent-making,
Acts xviil. 3, 4. )

Thus I have replied to your queries, and I would observe that T am

T e e e+ v

or any of your readers think that these texts contain anything against
what I said in the Christian Banner in the Number for last November,
justsay so. T am willing to hear what any one has to- say, and, if
convineed of error, I hope I shall always take pleasure in acknowledg-
ing the error. I have no interest even in a pecuniary peint of view
to hold to error, having never received even one dollar for teaching
religion ; put should my opponent fail to convinee me of error, perhaps
may examine my armoury for some weapon of defense, and I am

not without hope that I have a vod in pickle for such arguments as I ¢
=3
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have formerly heard attempted from these texts. In the meantime I ¢
,| stand on the defensive. il

Janes SiLLars. i
River John, N. S., 20th March. !

& You have, brother Sillars, properly apprehended me on the term !
labour in the first query. My second query however had reference
to the work that Timothy was to do as a labourer in the Lord’s vine- -
yard in Ephesus. Both of these questions oceurred to me on read-
ing the sentence immediately preceding the queries. Speaking of a
man wholly devoted to study and teaching in & Christian Chureb, '
you observe : ¢ I cannot find any proof of such a man being in that
[ Ephesian] chureh, when Paul took his farewell of them, neither any
direction to provide such a man, the whole care of the church as it .
regarded both watching and teaching was by the apostles committed *
; to the elders.” The questions inserted after these words were sub- |
witted for the purpose of attracting attention to the sentiment express- |
ed, and for the purpose of making it pass through an edifying scru-
i tiny. Let me here say, my brother, that it is my desire, when inter-
changing views with beloved brethren, to regard every brother equally
anxious and desirous of finding and holding the truth ; and therefore
'+ T have no weapons of war to put on when engaged with brethren in
eliciting truth out of the mass of error everywheve abounding.

'The reverse of what may be called popular error is not always a '
.. safe principle to assume in the search for what is seriptural. The -
. populars are destructively wrong on the * pastoral office,” and it is
' my impression that very many who reject the claims of modern
pastors, not only throw out the popular rubbish but likewise fling
- with it some precious gems in the form of seriptural lessons. No
.o good son of the heavenly Father desires thus to do ; but it scems that
it is the legitimate tendency of one extreme to prepare the way aund.
force into existence cither the whole or the half of another estreme.

If there be a man in America more opposed te the pretensions of
modern clerieals, divines, ministers, and pastors than the writer, I
should like to see him or hear of him; yet in behalf of truth let it be -
said, that according to the views of many excellent brethren, the evan- |

gelist Timothy never could and never would have laboured as the -
Lord’s workman in the congregation at Ephesus. Inthe first place, ..
the apostle to the Gentiles proclaimedand taught in that city one year
and 2 half. Then he was there still “a good while” He returns

and is preacher and teacher there for two years and some months; ;
making nearly or quite four years of personal evangelical labour |
;! in Ephesus by Paul. Did a congregation which had such opportuni- i
ties—so much labour from the zealous apostic himself—need farther
care, watching, teaching, and upbuilding from labourers other than i;
those they had smong themselves 2 Yes, say the Christian oracles.
| This community of the Lord’s chosen, would appear to need, first, an ;.
‘ address from Paul through the seniors, who meet him at Miletus; ¥
; oy
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secondly, & well filled and imstructive letter from the apostle’s pen ;
thirdly, & visit and edifying ministering from the faithful Tychicus;
fourthly, continuous labours by the prudent and zealous Timothy, who
‘ is by the apostle besought to abide at Ephesus. I am fully apprized
of the fact that the medest Timothy has been turned into a Bishop
| by our Episcopal friends, and again, that he has- been transformed
iuto-a ¢ settled pastor” by our Baptist and Congregational friends.
With these ecclesiastical oddities Isam not now dealing. And some
of these labours, after Paul leaves the Ephesian congregation, as can
" be shown, were subsequent to the appointment-of elders.
© I shall, at any time, beloved brother Sillars, be pleased to hear
* from you cither on this topic or any other you may choose ;.and I may
.-guarantce for you a good hearingon tho part-of all the readers of this
periodical, who, T.am.happy te say, are yearly increasingin this wes-
tern country,

Your brother in-the Lord,
D. OvipHANT.

: —_—
' PRAYER.

Were Lby.aceident to discover my enemy in the closet, the dell
. or the grove, engaged in seeret prayer to God, it would induce me at
once to suspect the integrity of my conduet toward him. I should be
much inclined to suspect myself in the wrong—-to suppose that he
had some real ground of grievance. I should conclude certainly, that
he would be willing to meet me againin the sacred demain of friend-
ship ; that he would be ready to forgive. Aud.why this? Ifin my
own bosom there rankled disaffecticu and hatred, would I:inot be dis-
armed 2

Liwd men do not pray in sccret—never, never.  All men reach this
. vonclusion by a sort of instinet. They Anow that whoever iasolitude
, secks communion with the Almighty, who is of purer eyes than to be-
. bold iniyuity with allowanee, must bo hungering and thirsting after
righteousness..  The man who prays in secret knows that if he regards
iniguity in his heart, the Lord will not hear him ; and few men will
trouble themselves to mock God in secret. It is a profitless task
aud much worse than profitless. The wan who is not seeking after
inward holiness—purity.of heart, can not enjoy sceret prayer. Henee,
whenever.we bagin to slide away from God, prayer becomes irksome,
and as the relizious affections cool, it is wholly abandoned ; apoplexy
of the spiritual man and death ensue.

Thereis a -trange power in prayer ; it is God’s appointed means of
bringing his children.. now in exile, home. It gives-strength to the
. feeble, courage to the timid, hope to.the downcast: Itis the Chris.
* thu’s talisman—the shicld of the young, the staff- of the old. And
" yet, how apt are we, inthe hurry and iutoxication of life, to forget
. that God is the hearer.of prayer.  Our fatliers used to sing— -

N “ What-various hindrances we meet,
. In coming to the mercy-seat;”
;- And"we might fitly catch and prolong the.strain.
Intending these paragraphs for such as do not read long articles, we
- shall hore close.— Pinizrton. ’

——
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"t Rasher rest upon you and all who love our Lord out of a pure heart |
i in Canada West. i

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.
Our beloved brother Bcott, of Toronto, in a communication written
shortly after the “Union” meeting, says,—

«T thought you would probably be at the mecting held last Friday !
at Esquesing for the purpose of taking into congideration the duty of |
aiding the » Bible Union,” but you are aware I had not the pleasure
of meeting you there.—There was quite a good gatheringof brethren
from various churches ; notwithstanding the weather being se stormy,
the meeting went off most agrecably and profitably. There were two
baptisms, both, I believe, intelligent persons.”

Rainham, 15th March, 1854.

Mgz. D. Oviruant : DEarR Brotier :(—I1 bave some good news for
you. After my health was restored, I visited Townsend according to
your request, and the first Lord’s day after I returned home, John
Boutcher came down to Rainham and made the good confession, and
was buried in the likeness of Christ’s death, to walk in a new life.—
May the Lord help him so to do.

Yoursin the good hepe,

A. Hopuzs.

Cambridge, Dlro, 15th March, 1854,
Respecrep Broruer OripanT :—[ had the privilege of the
Christian Banner last year by the kindness of a Christian sister, and
was much edified and refreshed by it, having for 40 years proclaimed
the same sentiments it publishes to the best of my ability; and you
may think it was a welcome visitor as I am located—not but one dis-
ciple in Cambridge that I know of. !
I have received the Jan. and Feb. numbers of the Banner this year, !
and would thavkfully accapt of the following numbers if your kind- |
ness will favour me with them, and I subseribe, i
Yours in love for the truth’s sake,
Jamts Murzay. U

*.* Yes, brother, you will receive this paper, even without kindness *
on my part. The same benevolent sister has forwarded payment for
you, and alsu for forr others, being seven dollars, which she has sent to |
me within a few weeks—five at one time recently and two previously. ‘!
This work it seems has choice friends.

D. O

Western Star, Ohio, 3\st Alarch, 1854. 1
Brotuer Ouirnant: May favor and peace from God our heavenly

I have been very busily employed the winter past, spending one- |
half of my time in holding meetings of days. The first of December ‘
last I held a meeting at Chagrin Falls. Six persons came forward ‘
and confessed their faith in Jesus as t/e Christ of God, the Saviour of
men. In company with our beloved brother Wm. Hayden a meet-
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ing was held in Lafayette, Medina Co.,— twenty became obedient to
the faith, and three Baptists united with the brethren to walk with
them in love.

Another meeting of days was held in company with brother L.
Cooleyin Stow, where twenty one gladly received the word and were
baptized and added to the church. Three others united, and the dis-
ciples were made glad in the Lord.—Brother I. Errett held a meet-
 ing in Ohio City where T have been spending one half of my time the
- Jast year. Fourteen of the hearers believed and were baptized. To

the Lord be all the praise.

Yours in the Lord,
| A. B. GrEeN.

[Let no one confound the beloved broth :r who writes the preceding
" with the unholy Mr. Green who made his home in Brighton and in
. Prince EA®TTd v; founty, Canada West, for a time. We shall always be
 gratified to receive from our fellow labourer of Western Star cither
: news or articles for all our readers as he may find opportunity to com-
" munjcate with us.—D. Q.]

| -Newstead, N. Y., 25th March.

Broruer Ouirmant :—I have not been able to travel much the past
. winter, but will inform you that the brethren at Williamsville have
- been blest thelast Fall and winter by an addition of ten or more by
immersion. The church at Tonawanda has enjoyed the labours of
brother Moss the last winter for a number of days amidst much oppo-
sition—the result, ten won to Christ and immersed into the likeness of
hisdeath. The church at Clarence is reviving, and the brethren hold.
mectings and break the loaf when there is no help from abroad. Bro-
ther Stickler and family moved last Fall to the District of Columbia,
near the Capital of the U. S.
' Yours in 1ove,
' I J. Brown.

Accessions to the brotherhood in Ohio, Missouri, and other states,
- to the number of nearly 300 are reported in the Milleunial Harbinger
 tor April. The Christian Evangelist for the same month reports 129
. additions te the Disciples.

;A Methodist preacher was recently baptized by brother Shgppard
- of Dorchester.

Dr. Mosblech,formerly a Catholic priest, was lately immersed at
Bethany, Va, and is new numbered with the Disciples.

————

"THE CAUSE IN ST. JOHN.

_ A devoted brother in the city says—< We are building a new meet-
ing house and expect to move in it some time thissummer. We have
had six additions within a month, and everything looks well for more
being added to us. Qur meetings are well attended and very good at-
tention given by the people.”

T X
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THE LORD’S WORK CO‘{NECTDD WITH GRANDE LIGNE.
The Grande ngnc Dissiom Register is before us, containing a Tor

* port of the mission for 1853.
Connected with this mission there are the following missionaries:

Missionaries at Grande Ligne station—Madame Feller, L. Nor

! mandeau, Mis. Normandeu, C. Roux, C. Comette; in all five. .
Missionaries in the District of St. ) Mary—L I{oussy, I¥. Lamou.

i reux, Mrs Ledoux ; in all three.

Missionaries in St. Pie—T. Lafleur, Mrs. Lafleur, Miss Jonte
. Miss Auger; inall four.

At \Iontrcal Beroa, and Qalem there are Mr. Cyr and Me. Te
. treau.

Making a. total in the whele missionary field of fourteen.

1 In connexion with this interesting work, sehools have been esta b-‘
lished at Grande Ligne, St. Pie, Henryvxlle, St. Mary, and St. Gre
goire.
We see that the receipts, from all sources, have amounted to mne*
thousand, three hundred and forty-two dollars within the past year.—

The Grande Ligne mission, we doubt uot, is worthy of conﬁdcnce
and therefore wozt.x) of labexal support. D O 4

ITENS.

A brotherin the east, in sending an order for a larger svpply of
this work, after receiving the first “pumber for 1834, adde. “ Thig}
Numnber is very cxcdient but it will not make the editor very popn*'
lar—at least that is wy opinion”” And that also is my opinion
but the prineiples urged throughthe Christiau Banner will live anis
prosper, and are ab this moment popular in heaven. Another brol;herl
writing from Halifas, at the close of a very kind epistle, says, I con
; clude by wishing the Christian Banner a wide spre'xd, and a profitable’
return to its labourer” In anothersection of Nova Scotia, 2 zcaloud
brother writes, ¢ I will do what I can for the Banner.” Well breth*
¢ ren, give us your hand, and let us ¢ sow beside all waters,” that We'
! may reap in due. scason. D. O.}g;

—
i Joune Merrine.—Let every reader in Canada, in New York State,*
i, andin every other place where there is a friend who may be interested:
it init, remember that the June meeting for this year is appointed to be
: held in Jordan, C. W. It beginson the third Friday in June. Crovzd‘
¢ toit, friends, all who can. D

N

5> A correspondent writes: :;}

4 ©Your tracts Nos. | & 2 in the Deeember Number of the Ghnstm
i Banner have affected many minds in this scetion—seme who were

praying for the Holy Spirit to come down and make their nexghbon
Christians.” ‘ik

Z3&~ We are pleased te put the Bible Union Reporter on our et
change list.
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