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Lady JULIA MANDEVILLE.

To Mifs Howarn.

BeLmoxT, TUESDAY.

Emrivy! How ihconfiftent is a
,_ heart in love! T entreated  Mr.

‘Mandeville net to write" to me,
and amn chagrined at his too exact obedi-
ence : Ithink, if he Joved asIdo, he
could not fo eafily obey me.  He writes
to Lady Anne; and, though by my defirey

VOL. IL, B lam
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Iam afhamed of my weaknefs; —-—bth vn
he wrotelefs often: thereis an air of gaiety m
his letters which offends me—He talks of
balls, of | parties with ladies—Perhaps I am
unjuft, but thedelicacy of my love is wound-
ed by his knowing a moment’s pleafure in
my abfence; to me all places are equal where
‘he-is not; all amufements without him are-
dull and taftelafs. Have not I-an equal
right to expett, Emily! He knows not
“how'I love him.

Convinced that this mutual paffion is
the defignation of heaven to reftore him to
--that affluence he loft by the partiality of -
3n anceftor, and the generous kyalty of

his family, I give way to it without re-
Aerve; 1 regard my love as a virtme; I
am proud of having diftinguifhed his me-
bt without thofe trappings of weakh,
whxca alone can attract common eyes. His
idea is for ever before me; I think
w:th tranfport of thofe enchanting mo-
‘ ments
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ments—Emily, that week of tender con-
fidence is all my life, the reft is not worth
oumbering in my exiftence.

My father to-night ‘givgs a ball to Lord
Melvin, with whom I am again, unwillingly,
obliged to dance. 1 wifh not to dance at
alt; to make this facrifice to the moft be-
loved of men: Why have I not courage
to avow my {entiments, to declare  he
alone- This Lord Melvin too, I know

not why, but I never fee him without
horror,

. -

O Emily! How do all. men fink-on the
comparifon! He feems of a fuperior- rank
of beings. Your Julid will-never give her
hand- to another; fhe’ fwears this to the
dear bofom of friendfhip.

This detefted Lord Melvin is at the
door; he will not let me proceed; he tells
~me itis toalover I am writing; he fays

Bz this.
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this in a2 manner, and with a tone of voice
~he looks at me with an earneftnefs—Lady
Anne has alarmed me—Should my father
intend—yet why fhould I fear the moft
«cruel of all adts of tyranny from the moft
tender and indulgent of parents ?

I feel a dejection of fpirits oa this fub-
je&, which does injury to my father’s
.goodnefs : perhaps it is no more than the
natural effeCts of abfence on a tender and

amnexperienced heart.

Adieu! I am forced to finith my letter.
All good angels guard and prefervc my

Jme]y !
Yours,

JuLia MA\DrvxLLz
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Joe

To the Earl of Brimoxti

ITH all my affe®ion for Lotd
U ’V T , Tam hourly thocked by
that moft unworthy of all faults, his haugh-
tinefs to inferior fortune, however diftin-
guifhed by virtue, talents, or even the more
fhining advantage of birth. Drefs, equis
page, and the over-bearing affurance which
wealth infpires, ftrike him fo forcibly, thar
there is no room in his foul for that efteem
which is a debt to modeft merit.

We had yefterday to dine M. Herbért,
one of the moft amiable men I ever faw;
his ‘perfon was genteel, his countenance at
once expreffive of genius and worth, which
were rendered more touching to me, by
that penfive look and irrefolute air, which
are the conftant attendants on an adverfe
fortune. Lord T regurned his bow

B3 ab t
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almoft without looking at him, xapd con-
tinued talking familiarly to a wretch with
whom no gentleman would converfe, were

3 - he not mafter of fix thoufand a year: the

whole company, inftru&ted in his fituation
* by the fupereilious air of the mafter of the
houfe, treated him with the fame negled,
which I endeavoured to confole him for by
every little civility in my power, and by .
copfiriing my attention intirely to hims
when we parted, he afked me to his houf;
with a look full of fenfibility ; an- invita-
tiorf I fhall take the firft opportunity of ac-
cepting.

. “When the company were gone, I afked
"Lord T—— the chara&er of this ftranger.
Why, really, fays he, I believe he is in
himielf the moft eftimable man in my
ne:ghbourhood ; of a good family too;
But one ‘muft  meafure one’s reception of.
peoplc by .the ¢ountenance the world thews
thom “and he is too  poor to be greatly ca-
T rcﬁ'ed
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refied there.  Befides I am not fond of be-
ing acquamted with unhapp people they
are very apt to a[k favours |

 Isit pofiible, faid I, my Ii?)rd s interrupt- .

ing him haftily, you can avow fentiments- = 7
Jike thefe > Why are you railed. by Piovi=+

"dence aboveothers ? Why entrufted-with that
,wcalth and confequence which might make
, yqp. a guardian_ angel to the’ unhappy 2.

thrc is my chaife? I will return to Bcl-' -

mont, where affliction ever ‘finds a ‘
audience ; where adverfity is fure of bcmg
hcard though pomp and eqmpage wait.

Lord T- fmiled at my earneftnefs,
and praifed the generofity of my fenti-
- ments, which he affured me were- his: at -
~my age : he owned he had been to blame ;
but in the world, faid he, Harry, we are
carried away by the torrent, and act wrong
every moment mechanically mcerly by
fecing others do the fame. Howewer §
B4 ' ftmd t
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ftand correted, and you hall have no fature
reafon to complain of me.

He fpoke this with an air of good humour
which reconciled us, and has promifed to ac-
company me in my vifit to Mr. Herbert,:
which I have infifted fhall be the firt we”

- pay, and that he fhall beg his pardon for the
behaviour of yefterday.

Is it not ftrange, my Lord, that men.
whofe hearts are not bad, can- avoid thofe.
whofe charatters do horor to their fpecies;
only becaufe fortune deniesthem thofe out-
ward diftinétions: which wealth can give to -
the loweft and moft defpicable of mankind? :

Surely of all human vices, Pride is the
moft deteftable !

I am, &c.
-H MANDEVILLE,
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To Henry ManpevirLe, Efquire. -

" A N I play with the anxiety of a ten-
der heart ? Certainly, or I fheuld -

not be what I am, a coquet of the firft'order,
Setting afide the pleafure of the thing, and
1 know few pleafanter amufements, Poliey
dictates this condu& 3 for there is no pofli-
bility of keeping any of you without throw-
ing the charms of dear variety into one’s
treatment of you: nothing cloys like -con-
tinual fweets 3 a little-acid is abfolutely ne: -
ceflary.. - :

1 am juft come from giving Lady Julia
fome excellent advice on the fubject of her
paflion for you. Really, my dear, faid I,
you are extremely abfurd te blufh and look
foolifh about loving fo pretty a. felow as
Harry Mandeville, handfome, well made,
lively, elegant; in the true claffical ftile,

Bj and
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and approved by the connoifleurs, by Ma-
dame le Comtefle de herfelf; wham
I look upen to be the greateft judge of
male merit on the face of the globe.

It is not for loving him I am angry with
vou, but for entertaining fo ridiculous a
thought as that of marrying him. You
have only one rational ftep to take ; matry
Tord Melvin, who has title and fortune,
requifites not to be difpenfed with in a huf-

band, and take Harry Mandeville foryour
Cecifbeo. The dear creature was im-
menfely difpleafed, as you, who know the

romantic turn of her imagination, will eafi-
ly conceive.

O, I had almoft forgot: yes, indeed,
vou have great right to give yourfelf
jealous airs: we have not heard of your
coquetry ‘with Mifs Truman. My’ cor-
refpondent tells me there is no doubt of
‘its being a real paflion on both fides, and

that
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.that the Truman family have been ‘making
_.private. enquiries into your fortune. I -

Jhewed Lady Julia the letter, and you can-
not conceive how prettily fhe bluthed.

But to bc grave, I am afraid you have

- nothing to fear from -Lord Melvin. You
- muft forgive my making ufe of this ex-
.lprcﬁion for, as I fee no poffibility of fur-

PR

mquntmg the obftacles which oppofe your =

-:uBion with Lady Julia, I am too much a

y to both, not to wilk earneﬂly to
brcak a connexion which has not a.fhadow
of hope to fupport it.

But a truce to this fubje& whxca is not
a pIeafant one to either of us.

1 told you in my laft 1 had. fomv:thmﬂr ta

. fay to you. "As I am your confidente, you:

mul confent to be mine, havxpcr a httle

\,t,P{t:fcn.t occafion for your fervices. . You gre. *

i 1o lmow,i my dear Harry,, that, wuh au
B6

[N
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my coquetry, I am as much in love as your-
felf, and with' almoft as little profpeét of
fuccefs: this odious money is abfolutely
the bane of us true-lovers, and always con-
trives to ftand in our way.

My dear {poufe then, who in the whole
courfe- of our acquaintance did but one
obliging thing, being kindly determined -
thould neither be happy with him nor with-
out him, obligingly, theugh nobody knows.

this but myfelf aad the Caro Bellville, made
my jointure what it is, on condition I never

married again: on obfervance of which -

-condition, it was t0 be in my power to give
“the eftate te whoever I pleafed at my death;;
;but,.on a proof of my fuppofed future mar-
.riage, it was to go immediately to a niece
-of his, who at his death was in a convent
in. France, who s ignorant of this condi-

tion, and whofe whole prefent_ fortune

-fcarce amotints to fifteen hundred pounds.

She is both in perfon and mind one of the

mof’c
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moft lovely of women, and has an affe&tion.
for me, which inclines me to think the would
‘come into- meafures for my fake, which I
fhall make it her interett to acquiefce in for
ker own.

‘Bellville’s fortune is extremely mode-
rate; and, if I marry him’ at prefent, I fhall
“pot add a fhilling to it ; his income will re-
fmain in ftatu-quo, with the incumbrance of
~an indigent woman of quality, whofe af-
_ fairs are a little derangé, and amongf whofe
virtues ceconomy was never offe of the
moft obfervable. He would with tranf-
port marry me to-morsow, even on thefe

. - hard cenditions; but how listle fhould I

deferve fo generous a paffion, if I fuffered it
to feduce him to his ruin 2 1 have wrote te
my niece to come to England, when I thal}
tell her my paffion for Bellville, and pro-
pofe to her a private agreement to divide
the forture, which will be forfeited to” her
on my marriage, and which it is ih my
power
2
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power by living fingle to depsive her of for
have at all events made a will, dividing it
equally betw‘een\?er and Bellville, if I die
unmarried: I have a right to do this for the

~man [ love, as my father left thirty thoufand
pounds to Mr. Wilmot, which in equity-
ought to be regarded as mine, and which is
all I defire, on the divifion: fhe, therefore,
by my will, has all the ever can expe&, everr
from the ftriGteft juftice: and fhe can ne-
ver, 1 think, hefitate between waiting till
my death, and at my mercy, and receiving
the .utmoft fhe could hope then, at the
prefent.

- I'have heard from the lady to whom. ]
enclofed my.letter, which the has returned,
my niece having left France a year ago, to
accampany a relation intoltaly. What I,
therefore, have to afk of you is, to endea-
vour to find her out, by your Italian friends,
as I will by mine at the fame time, that 1
S may
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may write to her to return immediately to
Envlzﬁd ‘as I will not run the hazard of
mentioning ‘the fubje® in a letter. ~She is
the:daughter of the late colonel Haftings,

once abroad in a public chara&er, and is
well known in Italy.

Bellvi]le is not at all in the fecret of my
fcheme; nor did T ever tell him I would

-marry him, thouglp I fometimes gwe ‘him
«reafon to hope

I am too good a politician in fove mat=
ters ever to put a man out of doubt. till -
half an hour before the ceremony. The
moment a woman is weak enough to pro-
mife, fhe fets the heart of her fover at'refts
the chace, and of confequence'the pledfyre;,
i$ at an end ; and he has nothing to dq/btr

to feek a new object, and begin the purl'uu: o
over again.

[N

1 téfl
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Trtelkyouw, but I tell it in confidence, that =
if I find Bell Haltings, if fhe comes into my -
fcheme, and my mind does not change, Fmay,
perhaps, do Bellville the honor. " And yet,
when I reflet on the matter ; on the condi-

. tion of the obligation, *“fo long as ye both-
¢ fhall live”—Jefu Maria! Only think of
promifing to be of the fame mind as long as
onelives. My dear Harry, people maytalkas:
they will, but the thing is utterly impofiible,:
“Adieu !
"~ Mon cher Amj;
A. WiLmor.

. To GeorGE MorpaunT, Efquire.

Have already told you I came hither
with a view of engaging Lord T——'s-
- intereft in fupport of thofe views, on which:
all my hopes of happinefs depend. The

friendfhip he has ever profefied for me has

been warm as that of a father. I'was con-

~ tinvally with him at Rome, and he there
prefe
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preft me to accept thofe fervices I then ne--
ver expefted to have occafion for. TilF
now content with my fituation, love fisft -~
raifed in mre the fpirit of ambition, and de--
termined me to accept thofe offers. Ina.
former letter I told you I was going to fol-
fow Lord T into the garden, to com--
municate to him my purpofe of puthing my:
fortune in the world; on which 1 had be- -
fore given general hints, which he feemed:
to approve, as a kind of fpirit becoming a

young man, warm with hope, and not défs~
titute of merit.

On revolving my fcheme as T approach-
ed him, it appeared {o romantic, {o void of
all rational hope, that I had net refolutibn {
" to mention it, and determined at Feaft 1o ¥
fufpend it till better digefted, and more”
fitted to bear the ool eye of impartial
reafon : in thefe fentiments I fhould il
have remained, had not a letrer from-Lady™
Ange Wllmot, by giving me jealoufy, de<
termined




|
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termined me not to defer one moment a de--
fign on which all my happinefs depended.

I, therefore, with fome hefitation, this
morning opened ail my heart, and the
real ftate of my circumftances, to Lord
T » concealing only what related to
Lady Julia. He heard me with great
coolnefs, carelefsly loiling on a fettee; hig
eyes fixed on a new Chinefe fummer-houfey
oppofite the window near which he fat, and
made me the following anfwer; * Your
¢ views, Mr. Mandeville, feem rather ro-
“ mantic, for a man who has no party con-
¢ nexions, and {o litle parliamentary in-
“ tereft. However, you are of a good
¢ family, and there are things to be. had
“.in time if properly recommended Have.
*¢ you no friend who would mention you
“to the minifter ?” He then rang the
bel} haftily for his valet, and retired to drefs,
leaving me motionlefs with aftonifhment
and indignation.
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-~ We met no more till dinner, when he
treated me with a diftantcivility, the mean-
ing of which was edfily underftood. He
apologized with an air of ceremony on his
being forced to go for a fortnight to Scarbo-
rough, with a party, who, being all ftrangers,
he was afraid would not be agreeable to
me ; but at his return he fhould be glad of
the honor of feeing me again. 1 .bowed
coldly, and took no other notice of what -
he faid, than to order my chaife immedi-
ately; on which he preffed my ftay to-night,
but in vain. The fervants leaving the
room, he was a little difconcerted, but ob-
ferved, he was forry for me ; my cafe was
really hard ; he always thought my fortune
much larger; wondered at my father’s in~
difcretion in educating me fo imrproper-
ly—People ought to conflider their circum-
ftances—It was pity I had no friend—Lord
Belmont, if he pleafed, but he was fo abe
-, furdly fond of his independence.

During




1
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During this harangue I intirely reccs
vered my prefence of mind, and with atr
air ‘of . great eafe and unconcern told his-
Lordhip, I was much obliged to him for
curing me of a purfuit fo improper for a
man of my temper : that the liberal offers
of fervice he had formerly made me at
Rome had betrayed me into a falfe opi-
mon of the friendthip of great men; but-
that I was new convinced of what value®-
fuch profeflions are, and that they are only-
made where it feems-certain they will ne-
ver be accepted. That it was impoflible-
his' Lordfhip could judge properly of the
conduct of 2 man of my father’s charadter;
that I was proud of being fon to the moft
exalted and generous of mankind;-and
\él_ould,no; give up that honor to be firft.
minifter to the firft prince on earth. That
I never fo ftrongly fek the value of inde-
pendence as at that moment, and did not
wonder at the value Lord Belmont fet on fo -
imeftimable a Blefling, ’

lcame
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T came away without waiting for an an-
‘{wer, and ftopped at an inn about ten miles
off, where I am now waiting for oae of mi
fervants, whom I left behind to bring me
a letter I expe@ to-day frem Lady Anne
Wilmot.

"~ And now, my dear Mordaunt, what
will become of your unhappy friend ? The
fartering hopes I fondly entertained are
difperfed like a flitting cloud. Lord
T —"s behaviour has removed the veil
which love had fpread over the wildnefs of
my defign, and convinced me that fuccefs
is impofiible. .Where er te whom fhall !
now apply ? Lerd T —— was him o
whofe friendthip I moft depended ; whofe
po'we,r,td ferve me was greateft, and whofe
profeffions gave me moft right to expe& his -
fervices.

I here for ever give up all views—Can 1
then calmly give up the hopes of Lady,
Julia ?
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Julia? 1 will go back, confefs my paffion
to.Lord Belmont, and throw myfelf on that
geodnefs whofe firft delight is that of
making others happy. Yet can I hope he
will give his daughter, the heirefs of fuch
affluence—Difinterefted and noble as he is,
the falfe maxims of the world——Mordaunt,
Tam born te wretchedne{s— What have [
gained by ‘infpiring the moft angelic of wo-
men with pity? I have doomed to mifeps
her for whofe happinefs I would facrxﬁoc
‘my life, o

- The fervant I left at Lord T—— S, 18
this moment arrived ; he has broughtmc
a letter—I know not why, but my hand

“trembles, I have fcarce power to break the
feal.
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. To Henry ManpeviLes, Efquire.

Ummon all your refolution, -my dear
) Mr. Mandeuille— Sure my fears were °
prophetic—do not be too much alarmed
—Lady Julia is well; fhe is in tears-by
we; the difapprove her father’s views; fhe
bégs me to affure you her heart is not lefs
fenfible than yours will be to fo crue! .a
ftroke; begs you not.to return yet to Bel-
mont, but to depend on her affection; and
leave your fate.in her hands. -
- The inclofed letters will acquaiat you
with what I have been for fome time ia
apprehenfion -of. With fuch a defign for
his daughter, why did my Lord bring you
to Belmont ? So formed to infpire love as
you both are, why did he expofe you to
danger it was fcarce poffible for you to
efcape ?

But
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But it is now too late to wifh you had
‘never met ; all my hopes are in your refo-
Jution; I dare expeét nothing from Lady
Julia’s.

To the Earl of BELMoNT.

SEPTEMSER 18-
<@

My Lorp,
’ Y OUR Lordthip’s abfence, and the death

of my mother, which renders my
eftate more worthy Lady Julia, has hither-
to prevented my explanation of an un-
guarded expreflion, which I find has had
the misfortune to difpleafe you. 1am far
from intending—Your Lordthip intirely
miftakes me—No man can be more fenfi-
ble of the honor of your lordfhip’s alliance,
or of Lady Julia’s uncommon perfeétions:’
but a light way of talking, which one na-
turally acquires in-the world, has led me
unde-
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supdefignedly into fome appearance of dif-

sefpetto a ftate, of the felicity of whlch I
have not the leaft doubt. '

I flatter myfelf your Lordfhip will, on
cooler reflexion, forgive an unguarded woid,
and allow me to hope for the honor of con-
vincing you and the lady, by my future
conduét, that no man has a higher idea of
matrimonial Hanpmeﬁ than,

My Lord,
. ‘
Your Lordthip’s
Iioft devoted, and very

ooejxen Servant,

Foxnvthi, .

" You I,
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To Lord Vifcount FONDVILLE.

My Lorbp, »

I Readily admit your Lordfhip’sapology;
as I am under no apprehenfion any man

can intend to flight the alliance of one who

has always endeavoured his character fhould

~ be worthy his birth, and the rank he has

the honor to hold in his country.

As 1 love the plaineft dealing in affairs
of fuch confequence, I will not a momeps
deceive your Lordthip, or fuffer you to en-
gage in a purfuit, which, if I have any in-
fluence over my daughter, will be unfuccefs-
ful ; not from any difefteem of your Lord-
- fhip, but becaufe I have another view for
her, the difappointment of which would
deftroy all my hopes of a happy evening
of life, and embitter my laft hours. I
have long intended her, with her own ap-
probation, which her filial piety gives me

no
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no room to doubt, for the fon of my friend,
the heir of an earldom, and of an affluent
fortune ; and, what I much more value;
of uncommon merit; and one of the firft
families in the kingdom.

- 1 am fure your Lordfhip will not endea-
vour to oppofe a defign, which has been
long formed, is far advanced, and on which
§-have fo much fet my heart.

lam, my Lord,

With great Regard, your
. o o

Lordfhip’s very obedient,
And devoted Servant,

BeELMmoNT.

I have leng, my dear Mr. Mandeville,
fufpeCted my Leord’s defign in favour of
Lord Melvin, of which there is not now
the leaft doubt. Our coming away from
his father’s, on his arrival, was a circum-

C2 ftance
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ftance which then ftruck me extreme-
Iy. L* Julia’s ftay there, on ‘this fup-
~ pofition,” would have been ill fuited to
the delicacy of her fex and rank. Yet.I
am aftonithed my Lord has not fooner told
her of it ; but there s no accounting for-
the caprice of age. How fhall I tel my
dear Mr. Mandeville my fentiments -on
this difcovery ! How fhall I, without wound-
ing a paflion which bears no reftraint, hint
-to him my wifhes, that he would facrifice
that love, which can only by its conti-
nuance make him wretched, to Lady Ju-
lia’s peace of mind! That he would him-,
felf affilt her to conquer an inclination
. which is incompatible with the views which.
the.moft indulgent of parents entertains for
-~ her happmefs' Views, the dnfappomtmcnt
of which, he has declared, will embitter
lns lalt hours ? Make one generous e&'ort,l,
_ my_amiable friend: it is glorious to con-
~ quer where conqueft is moft difficult : think 5
- of Lord Belmont’s fnend[hxp, of his al-
moft
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moﬁ: parental care of your fortu
pkafurc with which he talks" .

tues; and it will be impoffil ible fof you'td
continue to oppofe that defign on wliich his ‘
hopes of a happy- evening of life are found-
ed. Would you deny a happy evening to
that life to which thoufands owe the feh~
city of theirs ?

“Teis from you, and not Lady ]uua, 1
: expe& thlS facrifice : the conﬁderauon :
which will moft ﬁrongly influence you tﬁ
make it, will for ever prevcnt her it palns‘
mie to wound your delicacy, by faymv
mean the difference of your fortunes. Frexi.
a romantic generofity, fhe will think hetfelf
obliged to that perfeverance, “which® the_'
famc generofity now calls loudly on yog o
decline. If you have greatncfs of mmJ 10
give up hopcs which can never be" accom-
plithed, time and abfence may affift Ifady:"‘
Julia’s filial fweetnefs, and brmg her to a,‘ :
compliance with her father’s will. Bchcye;i
‘ Csz . it
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that, wehilft I write, my heart melts with
compillh for you both; and that nothing
.but the tendereft friendthip could have
urged me to fo painful a tafk, ‘
‘ Iam, &c.
A.WiLmor.

O Mordaunt! till now I was never truly
wretched. Ihavenoteven a glimpfe of hope
remaining. Imuft give up the only with for
which life is worth my care, or embitter the
latt hours of the man, who with uhequal-
led generofity has pleaded my caufe againft
himfelf, and declined a noble acquifition
of fortune, that it might give confequence,
and, as he thought, happinefs to me.

" But Lady Julia ——— Heaven is my

witnéfs, to make her happy, I would 'this

mbment give up all my rights in her heart.

I would myfclf lead her to the altar, though
‘the fame hand the next moment —

- Mordaunt, 1 will promife, if fhe requefts

it,
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it, to confent to her marriage; .bnt 1 will
not to furvive it. My thou%e
diftration—I1 cannot write to Ame
—1 will write to the -moft lovely of wo-
men—She knows not the cruel requeft of
her friend —Her love difdains the low -
confideration of wealth Our hearts
were formed for each other—She knows
every fentiment of my foul—She knows,.
that, were I monarch of the world—O Mor- -
daunt is it poffible—Can the gentle, the
indulgent Lord Belmont—but all confpires:
to do unto me: the beft, the moft mild of
mankind is turned a tyrant to make me _
wretched. I will know from herfelf if fhe
confents; I will give up my own hopes to

her happinefs ; but let me firft be convinced |

it is indeed her happinefs, not the preju-

dices of her father, to which I maKe fo
cruel a facnﬁce

I have wrote to Lady Julia, and am. .
more calm: I have mentioned Lady Anne’s
- C4 rcqueﬁ
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queft. T have told her, that, though with-
out h*ifl am ftill bleft in her affection,
1 will never refign her but with life : bucif
the can be happy with Lord Melvin, if fhe
afks it, fhe is this moment free. I have
entreated her to confult her own heart,
- without a thought of me; that I would
die this moment to contribute to her peace;
that the firft purpofe of my life is her hap-
pinefs, with which my own fhall never come
in competition ; that there is nothing I will
ever refufe her, but to ceafe to think of her
with adoration ; that if fhe wifhes to marry
Lord Melvin (Great Heaven ! is it poffible
fhe can wifh it?) I will return to Italy, and

carry far from her a paffion which can never
ceale but in the grave.

I will wait here an anfwer, and thea. de-
termine where to go.
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To Col. BELLVILLE. *‘ )

- TuURSDAY.

Miry Howarp came lalt night. La-

dy Julia and the are reading natural
hiftory with my Lord, and examining bu-
terflies wings in a microfcope ; a pretty in-
nocent amuiement to kéep young ladies out
of mifchief. 1 with my Lord had thought
of it foomer, it might have been of great
ufe to Lady Julia : if one is butamufed, it
is of no great confequence whether by a
buuerﬁy or a lover.

Vaﬁly fevere that laft fentence ; it muft
be allowed 1 havc a pretry gcmus for
fatire.

. My Lord certainly intends Lady Julia for
Lord Melvin. 1 have wrote Harry a ridi-
culous wife letter, perfwading him to facri-
o1 - Cs - Bfe
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fife his own paffion to my Lord’s captice ;
and givifig him advice, which I fhould hate
him, if I thought him capable of follow-
ing." How eafy it is to be wife for any body
but ones felf ! 1 fuppofe Harry could with
great calmnefs preach on the imprudence
~ of my attachment to you.

We are going to a ftrolling play to-night,
‘My Lord encourages diverfions on his -
eftate, on the fame principle that a wife
prince protects the fine arts, to keep his .

- people at home.

‘We had a family to dine here yefterday,
who are very agreeable people, and to
whom my Lord thewed a particular atten-

“tion. Mr. Barker, the father, is the moft
bearable man I have feen in this country 5
and the daughters vaftly above the ftile

_of the miffes here: Lady Belmont intends
to take them this winter with her to town,

' as
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as. fhe does, every year, fome gentleman’s
daughter in her neighbourhood.. .

Adieu! I am peevifh beyond meafure,
.and fcarce know what I would beat, Have
you never thefe kinds of feels ? Never fret-
ful, you cannot tell why? Itis well for you,
you are not here : a lover and a favourite
lap-dog have a dreadful life on thefe occa-
fians ; or indeed any animal one can ufe ill
‘with impunity. - Strangely fevere to-day 3
do not you perceive it ?

Six o'Clock.

Ten thoufand times more peevith than.
ever: we have juit had a vifit from  the
¢ beft kind of woman in the world,” and.
her daughter, ¢ an amiable and accom-
- ¢ plithed young lady,” who writes verfes-
and journals, paints, makes fhell-flowers,
cuts paper, and has ¢ every qualification
~ % 1o render the marriage ftate happy;”
Cé talks
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talks of the charms of rural retirement,
the pleafures of reflexion, the beauties of
the mind; and fings, ¢ Love’s a gentle
¢ generous paffion.” It was not in nature
to have ftood it a quarter of an hour.
Heaven be praifed! the play hour is come,
and the coaches are at the door.

Eleven o’Clock.

We have feen them ena@ Juliet and

_Romeo. lady Julia feemed to fympathxze
with the heroine. -

¢ I’ll not wed Paris, Romeo is my hufz
¢ band,”

Buona Notte.
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To Colonel BELLVILLE. -

E have been all extremely bufy to-

day, celebrating a harveft hotne ;
a lono pr'ocefﬁon of our vxllaore youths, all
dreft gally in fine fhirts, adorned with
ribbands, paired with the handfomeft of
the country girls, in white jackets and pet-
ticoats, garlands of flowers and wheat-ears
on their héads, their rakes ftreaming with
various coloured ribbands, which glittered
in the fun-beams, preceded the harveft care;
on which, in a bower of green boughs,

ftood a beautiful little girl, dreft in the’
rural ftile, with inimitable elegance, by the

bands of Lady Julia herfelf. The gay
proceflion walked flowly through the vil-

lage; a tabor and pipe playing before them,
till they came before the houfe, where they

danced 2 thoufand little ruftic dances, the
novclty of which charmed me extremely :
v . thcy

3
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they then adjourned to the hall, where a
plentiful feaft was provided, and where the
- whole village were that night my Lord’s
gueits. o

Lord Belmont is extremely fond of all
thefe old cuftoms, and will fuffer none of
them to be left off on his eftate.” The

- profpect of this feftivity, he fays, chears
them in their labor, and is a laudable tri,
bute of gladnefs to that beneficent Being,
to whofe bounty we owe the full reward of
our'toil, the plenteous harveft, and whe
rejoices in the happinefs of his.creatures. .

© Befides, fays my Lord, all thefe amufe-
ments encourage a {pirit of matrimony, and
encreafe the number of my people.

And_pray', fny dear Lord, do they -en-
sourage no other fpirit? .

. N, -
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No, Madam; Lady Belmont’s anger
and mine would, in fuch a cafe, they know,
contrary to that of the world, fall chiefly
where it ought, on the feducer, who would

~._be for ever expelled my eftate, the heavieft

purufhment I could poffibly infli&. Then,
as I am a delared enemy to interefted mar-
riages, the'young people are allowed te
chufe for themfelves, which removes the
temptation to vice, which is generally caufed
by the thameful avarice of parents,

" Our example too is of great fervice, and
allures them to a regular behaviour ; they
think that muft be the happieft life, which

we, who have the power of chufing, prefers

and therefore it is the fathion amongft them
to be regular, and feck their happinels, as
~ we do, at home. .

I believe my Lord is right: ‘1 am ‘well
pleafed too, he throws thé blame oa you
he-wretches, and excufes the poor laffes. -

5 ‘.In 2
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In the eye of the world it is- to' be fiire
‘¢ toute au contraire ;> but my Isord and
. Lady B:lmont are fo fingular as to fee
with their own eyes.

Adicu! We are =all to go down one
dance with the villagers, and 1 hear the ta-
bor and pipe.

O Heavens! a coach and fix, the Man=
deville'livery ; a running footman ; it mufk
be Lady Mary ; I will enquire : it is her- .
felf; my Lord fiies to receive her in /ihe K
court; Lady Belmont and Lady Julia-are:
. at the door; fhe alights ; “I-pever faw her::
before ; { her figure is ftriking, full of digni-.
ty, and that grace which ts almoft loft ia.
this generation ; fhe enters the houfe lean- -
ing-on my Lord: I am grieved Harry is.
gone ; | withed her to be fome time with -
him4 fhe -only juft faw him as he came -
thmugh London in his way to Belmeont.

But
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o But-I muft go to pay my refpeés.
Adieu!

To GeorGeE MorpaunT, Efquire.
TuespAy, SEPTEMBER 14.

S I was fitting alone this morning at

'\ the inn looking out at a window, [~
faw ride into the yard Mr. Herbert, the
gentleman to whom I took fo ftrong an ins
clination at Lord 1——"sj and for whofe-
character I have the hightft efteem. _He
faw me, and, {pringing eagerly from this
horfe, fent to know if: I would -admic him.:
He came, and,after expreffing fome furprize
at feeing me thcre, on my telling him I
had left Lord T ’s, and- waited there-a
few days for letters, he infifted on mg’
{pending that time at his houfe, in a maas-
ner which it was impoffible for me to refisfar;
As we rode, he apologtzcd for the entertain.

_ ment
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ment I -thould. meet with; withed for a
larger hare of the gifts of fortune, that he
might receive his friends in 2 manner more
{uited to his defires; but faid, if he knew
me, the heart of the hoft was all I thould
“care for ; and that I.thould relith the home-
ly meat of chearful friendfhip, as well as the
fplendxd prefufion of luxury and pride.

We arrived at a neat houfe, with a lxttlé
romactic garden behind it, where we were
seceived by Mrs. Herbert with that hofpis
table air which is infeparable from real be-
sevolence of heart. Her perfon was ex-
tremely “pléafing, and her drefs elegantly .
plain.  She had a little boy fitting by her,
Yovely and playful as a Cupid.

Neatnefs and propriety prefided at our
frugal meat ; and, aftcr a litde defert of ex-
cellent fruit from their garden, Mr Her<
bert took me the tour of his' eftaté, which
confifts of about feventy acres,which he culti-

vates
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vates himfelf, and has embellithed with
every-thing that ecan make it lovely: all has
the appearance of content and peace : I ob-
ferved this to him, and added, that I infi-
nitely envied his happinefs. 'He ftopped
and looked eameﬁly at me; I am indeed,
faid he, happy in many things, and though
my fortune is greatly below my birth and
hopes{l ap not in want; things may be
better;- 43l then I bear them as I can : ‘my
wife, shofe worth outweighs all praife;
combats our ill fate with ‘a fpirit I cannot
always imitate; for her, Mr. Mandeville,
for her, I.feel with double keenmefs the
ftings. of adverfity.

I obferved him too much aEe&ed to pur~
fue the fubject farther; I therefore changed '
it, and returned to .the "houfe: but I will
not leave him till 1 am inftructed how to
draw the worm of difcontent from one of

the worthieft of human bofoms. T

e

. Wiite
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Write to me here. I fhall ftay m{liﬂ
know when my father will be in the coun-
try. Adieu!

Ed

To Co.loncl BerrviLLE.

WEDNESDAY.

AM charmed with Lady Mary; her ad-.

drefsiseafy, polite, attentive; fheis tall,
brown, well made, and perfe&tly graceful 3,
her air would infpire awe, if not foftened
by the utmoft fweetnefs and affability “of
behaviour. She has great vivacity in her-
looks and manner; her hair is quite whites -
her eyes have loft their luftre, yet it is
eafy to fee-the has been very handfome; her-
band and arm are yet lovely, cf which the
is not a lit.le vain: take her for all in all,”
fhe is the fineft ruin I ever beheld.

E She is full of anecdotes of fhc_ Quccn’é .
‘. time, chofe with judgment, and told with
o fpirit,
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fpirit, which make her converfation inf-
nitelyamufing  She has been faying fo
many fine things of Harry, who by the way
- ftrongly refembles her, that I begin to think
the good old lady has a matrimonial defign
upon him: really not amils fuch a fcheme ;
fine remains, an affluent fortune, and as to
years, eighty is abfolutely the beft age I
know for.a wife, except eighteen She
thinks him, what is extremely in his favor,
very like her brother, who was killed at the
battle of Almanza.

- She has the talkativenefs of age, which,
where there is fenfe and knowledge of the
world, I do not diflike ; fhe is learned in
gencalogy, and can tell you not only the in-
termarriages, but the family virttaés and
vices of every ancicnt houfe in the king-
dom ; as to the modern ones, fhe does not
think them worth ftudying. Iam high in
her favor, becaufe my blood has never been
contaminated by a city marriage. She

o tells

-
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tells me the women of my family have-al-
ways been famous for a certain eafe and boa
air, which fhe is glad to fee is not loft ; and
that my grand-mother was the greateft or-
aament of Queen Mary’s court.

She has a great contempt for the prefeat
race of beauties, {ays the very idea of grage
is almoft loft, and that we fee nothing now
but meer pretty women ; that fhe can only
account for this, by fupgofing the trifiing
turn of their minds gives an infignificance,
to their perfons; and that fhe would ad-
vife them to learn to think and a&, in or-
der to their being able to look and move,
with dignity. * You, nephew, fhe fays,
¢ who remember each bright Churchill Qf -
- ¢ the Galaxv, will readily come into my
« opinion.”  She does me the honor,
however, to fay I am he moft graceful
woman fhe has feen fince the Queen’s time.

She
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- She is a great politician and fomething
inclined to be a tory, though the profeiies
perfect impartiality ; loves the King, and
idolizes the Queea, becaufe fhe thinks fhe
fees in her the fweet affability fo admired
in her favourite Queen Mary Forgives
the cits for their oppofition to peace,. be-
caufe they get more money by war, the ¢ri-

~terion by which they judge every thing:
but is amazed nobles, born guardians of
the juft rights of the throne, the fountain
of all their honors, fhould join thefe inter=
efted Change-alley politicians, and en-
deavour, from private pique, to weaken the
hands of their fovereign: But adds, with a
figh, that mankind were always alike, and
that it was juft fo in the Queen’s time.

- But pray, nephew, this Canada;=I
« remember wherr Hill was fent againft it
“ in the Queen’s time, it was thought of
« great confequence; and two or three years
‘ ago pamphlets were wrote, I am told, by

‘“men -
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KT men very wellborn, to proveitwas theonly
“¢¢ point we ought to have in view; but =z
<< point in which we could fcarce hope tofirc~
< ceed. Is it realls fotr;Mingan acquifition ?
¢ And how comes the nature of it to be fo
« changed now we are likely to keep it 2.

¢ The terms-of peace talked of, madam
< f2id Lord Belmont, if we confider them
<¢in the only juft light, their relation to
< the end for which war was undertaken,
“ are fuch as wifdom and equity equally

¢ dictate. Canada, confidered merely as
¢ the pofleflion of it gives fecurity to eur
¢ colonies, is of more national confequence
¢t to us than all our Sugar-iflands on. the
<< globe : but if the prefent inhabitants are
"« encouraged to. fiay by the mildnefs of
% our laws, and that full liberty of confci-
“ ence to which every rational creature his
“ a right; if they are taught by every ho-
¢¢ neft art a love for that conftitution which
.% makes them free, and a : perfopal attach-
¢ ment
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Wimént to the beft of princes; if they are
< aldured ‘to our religious worthip, by Tee-
<c'ing it in its genuine beauty, equally-re-
s mote from theffload of trifling ceremo-
* fies, and the unornamerited forms of the
« diffenters : if population is encouraged s
* the wafte lands fettled; and a whale
« fheéry fet on foot, we fhall find it, confi-
« dered in every light, an a'cqui(' tion De-

yoncf our moft fanguine hopes

OCxcl' I am tired. -Adieu!

A \’VILMOT.‘

T&'G}:oncn MORDAUNT, E@.

I.A M ftill with Mr. Herbert, whofe ge-

" pius, learring, and goodnefs of heart,
make him an honour to human nature it-

felf : 1 thall never know péace till 1 find 2

way to rerider his ﬁmatxon more worthy of
his charaéter.

VoI D It




g6 T HISTORY of

It was with great difficulty I' drew from
him ghe following fhort account of him.
felf.

. e

There is nothing in my paft life but
what is, I fear, too -ufual to be worth re-
lating. Warmth of temper, and the va-
nity of youth, feduced me into a circle of
company not to be kept up, by one of my
fortune, at a lefs price than ruin ; and the
fame vanity, with inexperience, and a-falfe
opinion of mankind, betrayed me intoviews
not lefs deftruétive.

"~ My father unhappily died when T ‘was'
~ about nineteen, leaying meat collegle, maf-
ter of iy own a&tions, of the little eftateyou
fee, and of four thoufand pounds; a fum1 -
then thought inexhauftible. The reputa-
* tion of fuch afum in my own power, drew
about me all the worthlefs young men of
fathion in the univerfity, whofe perfuafions
and examples led me into a train of expence

: to
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to which my fortune was far from being
equal ; they flattered thofe talents of which
I thought but too well myfelf, and eafily
perfuaded me I only wanted to be known
in the great world to rife to what height I
pleafed. I accompanied them to town, full
of the idea of raifing my fortune, to which
they affured me nothing fo much contri-
buted as the appearance of being perfeétly
at eafe. To this end I launched into every
expence they . propofed, drefs, equipage,
play, and every fathionable extravagance.
I was well received every where, and
thought my defigns in a profperous way. I
found my fortune however decaying at the
end o@vo years, but had not courage to
enquire Into particuiars ; till, drawing upon
my banker for money to pay fome debts I
had unwarily contracted, he told me he had
already paid the whole.

It was fome time before he could cen-
% vince me of this; but, finding his accounts.
D2 had
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had all the - appearance of exaGnefs, I was
obliged to acquiefce, and went home in an
agony of defpair. Unable to quit 4 way of
life which was become habitual, and which
it was now impoffible to fupport without
dithonefty, there is no defcribing my feel-
ings. After revolving a thoufand different
{chemes in my imagination, I determined”
to conceal the fituation of my affairs, to fell.
myeftate, and, before that money was gone,
prefs my great friends to ferve me.

T applied to my banker, who undertook
to fend me a purchafer ; but before I had
compleated mydefignI received by the poft
a bank note of five hundred pousngs, the
fum I was indebted in town ; with a letter,
in a hand unknown to me, reprefenting, in
the moft delicate manner, the imprudence
of my paft condu&, the madnsfs of my
views, and the certain confequences of my
parting with this my laft ftake: intreating
me, by the memory of my parents, to pre- -

: v > ferve




Lady JoLiA MANDEVILLE. 33: -

ferve this facred depofit, this little remain
of what their tender care had left me.

Melted with this generofity, ftructk with
the juft reproof, yet chained down to that
world which had undone me; convinced,
yet irrefolute; I ftruggled with my own
heart to determine on retiring into. the
country ; but, to poftpone as long as poffible
a retreat, which I could not bear to think
of, refolved firft to try my great friends, and
be certain of whatI had to hope for. I re-
prefented to-them the neceffity of immedi-
ately attempting in earneft to puth my for- -
tune, and prefling them clofely found their
promifes weré air.” They talked in general
terms of their efteem for nie, of m¥ merit,
and each of them exprefled the warmeft de-
fire of feeing me ferved by any means but
his own. As a means to animate their lan-
guid friendfhip, I difcovered to them the
_ real ftate of my affairs; and from that mo-
~ ment found myfelf avoided by them all}
D3 they

: gy
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they dropped me by degrees; were never
at home when I called; and at length
ceafed even to bow to me in public ;
athamed of their own bafenefs in thus cru-
clly deferting me, after leading me into
ruin, moft of them fought to excufe it by
blackening my chara&cr whilft the beft of
them affected coldly to pity me, as avain
foolith fellow, who had undone himfelf

by forgetting his own primeval fitu-

~ation, and arrogantly prefuming to live
with them.

Burning with indignation, I determined
~ at once to break the bands which held me
captxve I fold my equipage, difchagged my
debts,*and came down to this place, re-
folved to find out to whom 1 had been fo
‘obliged; and, by living on half my income,
to repay this generous benefattor.

I took lodgings in 2 farm-houfe, and
foon found that peace of mind to whichI
had
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hadlong been a ftranger. I tried every
method to find out to whoffa I was indebted
~ for an at of fuch exalted friendfhip, but
in vain; till one day, a relation being pre-
ferit, of whom I had fome fufpicion, I re-
~ lated the ftory, as of another, keeping my
eyes fixed upon him; he remained perfect-
ly unmoved; but happening to turn my
head, I faw a confufion in the air of a
young lady in the room, with whom I had
been bred 'in the greateft intimacy, which
excited all my attention. She faw me ob~"
ferve—har, and a bluth overfpread her
- cheek, . which convinced me I had found
the obje&t of my fearch. I changed the
fubjet; and the next morning made hera
- vifit, “when I with great difficulty drew
from her a confeffion, that, having long;
had a tender efteem for me, the had, by a.
friend in a town, watched all my a&ions ;
that my banker had applied to that very:
friend to purchafe my eftate; on whichy
- fecing me on the brink of abfolute ruin, fhe
- Dy " had .
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had taken what appeared to her the moft
probable means to prevent it; and was fo
happy as to fee the had fucceeded.

I dare fay I need not tell you this noble
creature was my dear Mrs. Herbert, the
fmallnefs of whofe fortune added infinitely
to the generofity of the action, what fhe
had fent me being within a trifle her all.

I loved, I addrefied her, and at length,
was fo happy as to call her mine. Bleftin
the moft exalted paffion for each other, .a
paffion which time has rather encreafed than .
abated, ‘the narrownefs of our circume:
ftances is the only ill we have to cgmplain
of ; even this we have borne with»cﬁﬁful-
nefs-in the hope of happier days. A late
~ accident has, however, broke in upon that

tranquillity with which Heaven has hitherto

- Bleft us, - It is now about fix months fince
- 2 lady, who tenderly efteemed. us both,
fent for me, and acquamted me the had
procurcd
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procured for me of a gentleman, whofe fa- -
mily had been obliged to her, a living of -
above three hundred pounds a year, in a
beautiful fituation ; and defired I would im- -
mediately take orders. As I was originally .
educated with a view to the church, I con-
fented with inexprefiible joy, blefling that
Heaven, which ‘had thus rewarded - my
Sophia’s generous affection, and given us .
all that” was wanting to compleat our hap-
pinefs. I fetout for London with anexult- -
ing heart; where, after being ordained, I re---
ceived the prefentation, and went down to :
. take poffeflion. - The houfe was large and -
elegant, and betrayed me into furnithing -
it rather better than fuited my prefent cir-
cumﬂ:ances, but, as I determined :on the -
utmoft frugality for fome years, I thoughe -
this of little confequence. I fet men to
work in the garden ; and wrote my wife an :
account of our new refidence, which made -
her eager to haften her removal. The day -
of my coming for my family was fixed,
D when
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when my patron came down to his feat,
which was within fight of the reGory; I
waited on him, and found him furrounded
by wretches, to whom it was {carce poffible
to give the name of human; profligate,
abandoned, loft even to the fenfe of thame;
their converfation wounded reafon, virtue,
politenefs, and all that mankind agree to -
hold facred. My patron, the wealthy heir
of a Weft Indian, was raifed above them,
only by fortune, and a fuperior degree of
ignorance and favage infenfibility. He re-
ceived me with an infolence, which 1 found
great difficulty in fubmitting to: and, after
fome brutal general reflexions on the cler-
gy, dared to utter expreffions relating to
the beauty of my wife, which fired my foul
with indignation ; breathlefs with rage, I

“had not power to reply: when one of the

company fpeaking low to him, he anfwered

" aloud, Hark you, Herbert, this blockhead
thinks a parfon a gentleman ; and wonders

at

R .?
5




Lady Jurra MANDEVILLXY. 3y

at my treating, as I pleafe, a fellow who -
cats my bread. |

1 will fooner ‘want bread, Sir, faid I,
rifing, than oweit to the moft contempti-
ble of mankind. Your living is oncemnore -
at your difpofal; I refign all right to it be~ -
fore this.company.

The pleafure of having a&ed as I ought -
fwelled my bofom with confcious delight,
and fupported me till Ireached home ; when-
my heart funk at the thought of what
my Sophia might feel from the difappoint-
ment. Our affairs too were a little em-
baraffed, from which mifery 1 had hoped -
to be fet free, inftead of which my debts
were encreafed. Mr. Mandeville, if you -
never knew the horrors of being in debt,. .
you can form no idea of what it is to-
breathe the air at the mercy of another ;.
w labor, to ftruggle to be juft, whillt the

D6 cruel
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€ruel world are loading you with the guilt
. of injuftice.

- I entered the houfe, filled with horrors
not o be conceived. My wife met me with
eag#cnquiri:s about our future refidence 3
and with repeated thanks to that God who
had thus gracioufly beftowed onus the means
of doing juftice to all the world. You will
imagine what I felt at that moment: in-.
ftead of replying, I related to her the treat-
ment I had met with, and the charater of
"~ him to whom we were to be obliged ; and
- afked her, what fhe would with me to do ?
Refign the living, faid fhe, and truft to
that Heaven whofe goodnefs is over all his
creatures. 1 embraced her with tears of
tender tranfport, and told her I had already
done it. We wrote to the lady to whofe
friendthip we had been obliged for the
prefentation ; and the had the greatnefs of
mind not to difapprove my condu&. We
have fince praétifed a more fevere frugality,

which

-
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which we are determined not to relax till
what we owe is fully difcharged : time will,
we hope; bring about this end, and re-:
move the load which now opprefies my
heart. Determined to truft to Heavegand
our own induftry, and to aiin at mdcpcn-
dence alone, I have avoided all acquaintance
which could interfere with this only rational
plan: but Lord T , feeing me 2t the
houfe of a nobleman, whofe virtues do honer
to -his rank, and imagining my fortune .
eafy from my cordial reception there, in-
vited me earneftly to his {gat; where, hav-
ing, as Ifuppofe, been fince undeceived as to
my fituation, you were a witnefs of his un-
worthy treatment of me ; of one defcended
from a family noble as his own, liberally
educated, with a {pirit equally above mean-
nefs and pride, and a heart which feels too
fenfibly o be happy in a world like this.

Oh Mr. Mandeville! What can youthink
of him, who, inftead of pouring cut his
: _foul

-
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foul in thankfulnefs to Heaven for thofe
advantages he enjoys by its goodnefs above
~ his fellow-creatures, makes ufe of them to
wound the bofom of the wretched, and add -
double bitternefs to the cup of adverfity ? .

The real evils of a narrow fortu;nc are
trifling ; its worft pangs fpring from the
unfeeling cruelty of others; it is not always
_ that philofophy can raife us above the
proud man’s contumely, or thofe thoufand
infules _

¢ Which patient merit of th’ unworthy
“ takes.”

You, Mr. Mandeville, are young, and
full of probity.; your own heart will mif-
- lead you, by drawing too flattering a pic- -
‘tuse of others; the world is gay before
you ; and, blinded by profperigy, you have
_never yet feen it as it is. I“have heard
- you with infinice concern hint defigns too
like my own; let me intreat, let me con-

. jure
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jure you, to profit by my example ; if peace
is worth your care, be content with your
paternal fortune, however {mall; nor, by
rathly launching on the flattering fea of

hope, hazard that thipwreck which I havc’ '
fuffcrcd

Mordaunt ! Is not this the voice of
Heaven? 1 will return to the bofom of
mdepcndence, and give up defigns in

which it is almoft xmpoﬂiblc for modcﬂ;
worth to fucceed.

My father is in town ; T will go to him
when he returns ; his advice fhall deter-
mine my future conduct. ‘

A letter from Lady Julia : my fervant
has this moment brought it from Lord
Lord T——"s, whither I defired it to be
dire&ed, not chufing to let them know L
I have put an end to my vifit, left Lord
Belmont fhould infift on my return. '

To
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To Hexry ManpevictLe, Efquire,

N what words fhall I affure the moft

amiable of men he has nothing to fear
from Lord Melvin ? If he knows my heart, ‘

he knows it incapable of change ; he knows,

not his own generous {pirit more di{dains

the low confideration of fortune ; he knows

- I can have but one with, that this acciden-

tal advantage was on his fide, that he might
tafte the tranfport ot obliging her he loves.

My duty, my grantudc to_the beft*of
parents, forbids my entering into prefcnt
engagements without his knowlcdoc nor
will I make future ones, which would have
in view an event on which I cannot-think
without horror: but his commands, were

- he capable of atting-fo inconfiftently with
his paft indulgent goodnefs, .fuld be in-
_fufficient to make me give my hand to
Lord Melvin, when my heart ‘is- fixedly

another’s. B
1 may, .
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I'may, perhaps, afume courage to own
my fenfibility, a {cnfibility juttificd by fuch
merit in the cbje&, to the tendereft of mo-
thers and friends: in the mean time defer
your return to Belmont, and hope exery
thing from time, my father’s friendfthip, #nd
my unalterable efteem—Efteem did I fay ?
Where did I learn this coldnefs of expref-
fion? Let me own, though I am covered
with blufhes whilft I write, it*is from my
love, my ardent love, from a pafficn which
is the pride and boaft of my life, that the
- moft charming of mankind has every thing
to hope; if his happinefs depends on my
affettion, he is happy.

You fhall hear. from me by Lady Anne
and my beloved Emily ; at prefent you
will not afk to hear from me.

- Adicu!

O Mordaunt ! How fhall I reftrain the
wild tranfports of my heart ! Her love, her
moft
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moft ardent love—How could I fufpeét her
truth ?—No, my friend, I atk no more, I
will not return to Belinont; certain of her.
tendernels, I fubmit, without repining, to
he{gﬁ?mmands. | ,,

Unable, however; to refift the defire of .
being near her, [ will go privately to a lit-
tle farm, four miles from Belmont, of which
it has a viewy which is rented by an old fer-
vant of my father’s, whofe fon is in love
with one of Lady Belmont’s maids, and
from whom I fhall hear daily accounts of
Lady Julia; as it is near the road, I may
even have a chance of feeing her pafs by.

I fhall leave my fervants at the inn, and
order all my letters hither : Mr. Herbert.
will convey them to me, and kecp the fecret.

of my retreat.
ﬁ‘

" Great heaven! I fhall to-night be near
her, I fhall behold the turrets of Belmont !
- It
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I is even poflible I may fee the dear object
of all my withes. A thoufand fweet ideas

- rifé in my mind. My heart dances with
pleafure.

Mordaunt ! fhe loves me, the will rif¥er
be another’s. -
This paffion abforbs me wholly: I had
almoft forgot my fiiend; go to my
banker’s, take a hundred pounds, and fend
it by the peft to Mr. Herbert, without
letting him know from whom it comes.
~ Why is this trifie all that is in my power to
- do for worth like his? If a happier fate
But let me not cncouragc the fangumc
hopes of youth.

T will introduce him to Lord Belmont,
the friend of virtue, the fupport of the un-
happy, the delegate of Heaven itfelf.

 Adieu! your faithful
‘ H. MAI\DEVILL!.

To
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" To Colonel BeLLviLpLES
, THURSDAY..

A Pretty fentimental letter your laft,

and would make an admérable figure
in a true hiftory of Celadon and Urania.
Abfolutely - though, Bellville, for people
who have fenfibility, and fo little profpect
of coming together in an honorable way,
we are a moft extraordinary pair of lovers.
And yet the world—apropos to the world,
a French author I am reading, fays, a wife -
writer, to divert the fury of criticifm from
his works, fhould throw it now and then an
- indifcretion in his conduét to play with, as
feamen do atub to the whale.

Do not you think this might be a ufe-
ful hint to us beauties? IfI treat the good
old ladies fometimes with a little impru-

' " dence
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dence in regard to you, my complexion
may efcape the better for it.

We are juft returned from a party on the
water, which, like moft concerted parmes,
turned out exceedingly dull : we had gilded
barges, excellent mufick, an elegant repaft,
and all that could invite pleafure amongft
us ; but whether her ladyfbip be a true
coquette, flying fafteft when purfued, or
what is the reafon I know not, but certain
it is, one feldom finds her when oné goes
to feck her; her vifits are generally {pon- - -
taneous and unexpected ; fhe rejeéts all in-
vitations, and comes upon you in herown
‘way, by furprize. 1fet off in high fpirits,
my heart beating with expe&tation, and re-
ver paft a more languid day; 1 fancied
every moment would be pleafanter, but
found the lafk hour as fpiritlefs as the firft.
Ifaw chagrin and difappointment in the
eyes of half the company, efpecially the -
younger part of it. Lady Julia fcemed to

fay,
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fay, ¢ All this would be charming if Har-
¢¢ ry Mandeville was here.” My own ideas
were fomething fimilar, I could not keep
my imagination from wandcrmo a little to
Gagdvenor-ftreet ; moft of the miffes were
in the fame fituation, whillt the good old
people feemed perfetly fatisfied ; which

onvinces me that at a certain time of life
there is no pleafure without the heart ;
where that is untouched, and takes no pafﬁ
‘in your amufements, all is ftill life and"
vegetation : it is in vain to expect enjoy-
ment from outward obJepts, whcre the foul
is from home.

1 mified my fweet Harry exceedingly,
for though not a lover, he is a divine fel-
low; and there is fomething vaftly amufing
in having fo agreeable an objeét before one’s
eyes.

When
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Whenever I make a party of pleafure, -

it thall confift all of lovers, who have not .

met for a twelvemonth.

‘Who thould we meet on our return, but
Fondville, in.a fuperb barge, full of compa-
ny, dying at the feet of the Cittadina, who
was finging a melting ltalian air. Yes, we
are to be Lady Vifcountefs Fondville, all is
4 agrecd the clothes befpoke, ourvery garters
interwoven with coronets. I fhall get off
before the days of vifitation, for there will
be no fupporting Madame la Vifcomteffe,

I have been taking half an hour tete a tete
with Lady Mary ; and have let her into
the fecret of little Weftbrook’s paffion for
Harry.: She drew up at the wery mention,
was aftonithed, that a crcaturZi\Kxcﬂcrday,
could think of mixing his blood with that
of Mandeville, declared the knew but twen-
ty houfes in Europe into which the thould .

ever confent to Harry’s marrying. A
I tock
5
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I took, this opportunity of giving a hint
of his inclination for Lady Julia, but am
doubtful whether fhe underftood me. Oh!
that he had Lord Melvin’s. expe&tations!
But why do I wifh for impoffibilities ? Let
me rather with, what is next to impoffible,

that Lord Belmont would overlook the want
of them'!

¢
B

Adieu’!

To Cclonel BerrviLLe.

Tuvespay Evening,

Cizr! Une avanture! Making ufe
of the fweet liberty of Belmont,
which has no rule but that of the Thele-
‘mites, ¢ Do what thou wilt,” I left them
after dinner to fettle family affairs, and or-
dered my chariot, to take a folitary airing :
an. old cat, howcvcr, arriving juft as it
o - came
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came to the door, who is a famous profici- 3
ent in fcandal, a treat I am abfolutely de=
prived of at Belmont ; I changed my mind,’
and afked her to accompany me, that I.
might be amufed with the fecret hiftory of
all the neighbourhood.

She had torn to pieces half a dozen of
the prettieft women about us, when, paffing
through a little village about fix miles from °
Belmont, I was ftruck with the extreme
neatnefs of a fmall houfe and garden near

the road; there was an elegant plainnefs
in the air of it, which pleafed me fo much,
that I pulled the fring, and ordeged the
ccachman to ftop, that I might examine it
more at leifure. I was going to bid him
drive on, when two women came out of
an arbor, one of whom inftantly cngagcd
all my attention. —

'Imaiginc to yourfelf in fuch a placeall.
that. is graceful and lovely in woman ; an
Vo.ll. = E ;
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elegance of form and habit; a dignity of

deportment ; an air of delicate languor
~ and fenfibility, which won the heart at a
look 5 a complexion inclining to pale; the
fineft dark eyes; with a countenance in
which a modeft forrow and dignified dejec-
tion gave the firongeft indications of fuffer-
ing merit. :

- My companion, feeing the apparent par-
tiality, with which 1 beheld this amiable
obje&, began to give me a hiftory of her,
embittered by all the virulence of malice;
which, however, amounted 40 no more,

~than that ‘the was a ftranger, and that, as
nobody knew who fhe was, they generoufly
concluded fhe was one whofc intereft it was
not to be known,

, They now drew nearer to us; and the
charming creature, raifing her eyes, and < -
ihen firft fecing us, exclaimed, Good Hea-
ven! Lady Anne Wilmot! Isit poffible ! ..

I now-~
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I now regarded her more attentively, and,
~ though greatly changed fince 1 faw her,
knew her to be Be!l Haftings, Mr. Wilmot’s
niece, whom I had been long endeavouring
to find. I fprung from the chariot to meet
her, and need not tell you my tranfport at
fo unexpetted a rencounter.

After the common enquiries on meeting,
I exprefled my furprize at finding her
there, with a gentle reproach at her un-
kindnefs in being in England without let-
ting me know it.  She blufthed, and feem-
ed embarraffed at what I faid ; on whichI
changed the fubje@, and prefled her to ac-
company me immediately to Belinont, the
place on ezrth where merit like hers was
moft fure of finding its beft reward, efteem.
_.She declined this propofal in a manner
which convinced me fhe had {ome parti-

" cular reafon for refufing, which I doubted 4

inot her faking a proper time to explain,
: ar)d therefore gave it up for the prcfent.
E 2
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I infifted, however, on her promifing to
go with me to town; and that nothing
but a matrimonial engagement thould fe-
parate her from me. There is no defcrib-
ing the excefs of her gratitude; tears of
tender fenfibility fhone in her eyes; and
1 could fee her bofom fwell with fenfations
to which fhe could not give utterance.

An hour paffed without my having
thought of my meagre companion at the
gate. [ was not forry for having acciden-
tally mortified the envious wretch for her
fpite to poor Bell. However, as I would
not defignedly be thocking, I fent to her,
and apologized for my negle&t, which I
excufed from my joy at ‘meeting unex-
pectediy with a relation for whom I had the
tencereft friendthip. The creature alighted
at my requeft ; and, to make amends for
the picture (he had drawn of my amiable
niece, overwh:lmed her with civilities and -
expreffions of eftecm, which would have

encreafed
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encrea’ed my contempt for her, if any
thing in nature could.

After tea we returned, when I related
my adventure, and, though {o late, could
fcarce prevail cn Lady Belmont to defer
her vilit to Bell till to-morrow. She hopes

to be able to prevail on her to -accompany
us back to Belmont.

Adio, caro.

To Georce MorDAUNT, Efquire.

Write this from my new abode, alitde
fequeftered farm, at the fide of a ro-
mantic wood : there is an arbor in the
thickeft grove of intermingled jeflamines
and rofes. Here William meditates future
happy hours, when joined to his lovely
Anna: he has adomed it with every charm
of nature, to pleafe the miftrefs of his foul :
here I pafs my fweeteft hours: here Wil-
E 3 liam
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liam brings me news of Lady Julia; heis
this moment returned ; he faw her walking
to the ruftic temple, leaningon Emily How-
ard: he tells me fhe fighed as fhe paft him.
- O Mordaunt! was that figh for me ?

Not certain Lady Julia would forgive
my being fo near her, ora concealment
which has fo guilty an air, I have enjoined
William fecrecy even to his Anna, and
bribed it by a promife of making him hap-
py- My letters therefore come round by
Mr. Herbert’s, and it is three days before I
“receive them. I have not yet heard from ~
Belmont, or my father. I am fuppofed to
be ftill at Lord T—"s.

Ever an enthufialt, from warmth of
heart and imagination, my whole foul is
devoted to Lady Julia. I pafs my'daysin
carving that loved name on the rinds of the
fmoctheft trees: and, when the goed old
man retires to his rett, William and I fteal

: forth.
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forth, and ride to the end of Belmont
Park, where, having contemplated the dear
abode of  all that earth contains of lovely,
and breathed an ardent prayet to Heaven
for her happinefs, I return to my ruftic re-
treat, and wait patiently till the next even-

ing brings back the fame plcaﬁng cmploy-
ment.

Since I left Belmont, I have never known
‘happinefs like what I now feel. Certain
of her tendernefs, tranquillity is reftored 1o -
my foul : for ever employed in thmkmg of
her, that painful reftraidt which company
brought is removed ; the fcenes around me,
and the dear folitude I enjoy, are proper
to flatter a love- fick heart; my paffion. is
foothed by the artlefs expreflion of Willi-
am’s ; I make him (it hours talking of his
Anna: he brings me every day intelligence
- of my angel; I fee every hour the place
which fhe inhabits. Am I not moft happy ?
Hcr idea is perpetually before me; when

E 4 I Wﬂk
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I walk in thefe fweet fhades, fo refembling
thofe of Belmont, I Jook round as if ex-
pecting to behold her; I ftart at every
found;; and almoft fancy her lovely form
in my view.

Oh! Mordaunt! ~what tranfport do I
find in this fweet delirium of love! How
eagerly do I expet the return of evening!
Could T but once again behold her! Once
again fwear eternal paflion——1 have a
thoufand things to fay.
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To Col. Bzu'.»vu.n‘.‘

Tuespay Morning.

Have this moment a letter from Bell

Haftings, which I fend you : I wifh her
here, yet know not how to prefs it, aftcr-
fo rational an apology.

To Lady Axve WiLmor.

Erore I abfolutely accept or refufe

your Ladythip’s generous invitation,.
allow me to account to you for my being
in a place where you fo little expelted to
find me; but which I am convinced you
will acquiefce in my continuing in, when
you know the motives which induced me-
1o make choice of ir.

E; When
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When m‘}’l‘/unclc married your ladyfhip;.
you remember he left me in a convent at
Paris, where I ftaid till his death, I fhould:
then have returned, but having contra&-
"ed a very tender friendfhip for a young lady
of the firft quality in England, fke prefl-
“ed me to continue there til her return,
which was fixed for the year following,
About tiiree months before we intended to
leave ’aris, her brother arrived, on which
occafion fhe left the convent, and went to
fpend her remaining time with.an aunt who
then refided in France, and who, being told
I had fiaid the lalt year in complaifance to
her amiable niece, infitted on my accom-
panying her: to {pare a long narrative of
common events, the brother of my friend
became pafiionately in love with me, and |
was {0 unhappy as to be too fenfible to his
tendernefs: he intreated nte to conceal our
aztachment from his fifter for the prefent;
profeficd the moft honorable defigns; told
me Le did not doubt of bringing his fatherto
confen:




1
Fl

Lady Juria MANDEVILLE. 83

confent to a marriage, to which there could
be no objeCtion that was not founded in
the moft fordid avarice, and on which the
happinefs of his life depended.

The time of our intended return to Eng-
land drawing near, he employed, and fuc-
cefsfully, t the power he had over my heart,
to influence my acceptance of an invitation
given me, by a friend of my mother’s, to
accompany her to IFlorence, where I pro-
mifed o &tay ull his return from Reme.

Too much in love, as he faid, and I
weakly believed, to fupport a longer ab-
fence, he came iri a few months to Fiorence ;
we were then in the country with a Floren-
tine nobleman, whofe lady was related to
my friend, to whom he was ftrongly recom-
mended, -and who gave him an nvitaticn
to his villa; which I need not tell you he
accepted. We faw each other continually,
”but under a reftraint, which, whilft it es-

E 6 - creafed
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- ereafed our mutual paffion, was equally
painful to both. At length he contrived -
to give me a letter, prefling me to fee him
alonein the garden atan hour he mentioned.  ~
I went, and found the moft beloved of men
waiting for me in a grove of oranges. He
faw me at a ditance: I ftopped by an
involuntary impulfe; he ran to me, he
approached me with a tranfport which left
me no room to doubt of his affection.

After an hour fpent in vows of everlaft- *.
ing love, he prefied me to marry him pri-
vately, which I refufed with an air of firm-
nefs but lictle fuited to the ftate of my
heart, and protelted ro confideration fhould
ever induce me to give him my hand with-
out the confcat of his father.

He exprefled great refentment of a refo-
Tution, which, he affirmed, was inconfiftent
with a real paffion ; pretended jealoufy of a

< young nobleman in the houfe, and artfylly
’ hinted
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hinted at returning immediately to Eng-
land; then, foftening his voice, implored
my compaflion, vowed he could not live
without me ; and fo varied his behaviour
from rage to the moft feducing foftnefs,
that the fear of difpleafing him, who was
dearer to me than life, affiied by the tender
perfuafive eloquence of well-diffembled
love, fo far prevailed over the ditatesof
reafon and {tri€t honor, that, unable to re-
fift his defpair, I confented to a clandeftine
marriage : I tlieninfifted on returning im-
mediately to the houfe, to which he con-
fented, though unwillingly,and, leaving me
with all the exulting raptures of fuccefsful
love, went to Florence to prepare a prieft
to unite us, promifing to return with him
in the morning: the next day paffed, and
thenext, withoutmy hearing of him;a whole
week elapled in the famemanner: convinced
of his affection, my fears were all for his
fafety; my imagination preflented danger in
every form, and, no longer able to fupport

the
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terrors of my mind filled with a thoufand
dreadful ideas, I fent a fervant to enquire
. for him at the houfe where he lodged,
who brought me word he had left Florence
the very moraing on which I expeéied his
return.  Thote oniy who have loved like
me can conceive | what | fele at this naws ;
but judge into what an abyfs of wifery I
was plunged, on recciving a few hours after
a letrer from his fifter, prefling me to return
to her at Paris, where fhe was ftill wait-
ing, in compliance with orders frém home,
for her brother, who was to accompany hcr
to Lngland direétly, to marry an heirefs jor
whom he had been long intended by his fa-
ther; fhe added that 1 muft not lofe a mo-
ment, for that her brother would, before

I could receive the letter, bc on the road
to Paris.

Rage, love, pride, refentment, indigna-
tion, now tore my bofcm akernately. Af-
teracopflictof &Wmm paffions, I determin-

cd




e

Ladj Juria Manspevirie. 8%
«d on forgetting my unwerthy lover,whote-
neglet appeared to me the contemptible in-
folénce of fuperior fortune : Ileft the place
the nextday, as if for Paris; bur, taking
the neareft way to England, cane hither-
* to aclergyman’s w:dow, who had been a
fncn:l of my mother’s; to whom I to! 'd my
ftory, and with whom I determined to ftay

| concealed, tiil I heaxd the fate of my lover.

I made a folem vow,is the.firft heat of my
refcmmcnt, never to write to him, cr let
him know my retreat, and, though with in-
finite difficulty, I have hitherto kept it. -
But what have T rot fuffered for this con-
duét,which, though my realon ditates, my
heart condemns! A thoufand times have [
been on the point of difcovering myfelf to
“him, and at leaft giving him an opportuni-
1ty of vindicating himfelf. I accufe myfeif
of injuftice in condemning him unheard,
and on appearances which might be falfe,
Sv weak is a heart in love, that, though,
when [ chofe my place of retreat, I wasig-
norant
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norant of that circumftance, it was with

-pleafure, though a pleafure I endeavoured

- to hide from myfelf, that I heard it wasonly
ten miles fromhis father’sfeat. I oughtcer-
* tainly to have changed it on this know-
ledge, but find a thoufand plaufible rea--
fons to the contrary, and am but too fuc-
cefsful in deceiving myfelf.

Convinced of the propriety of my con-
duét in avoiding him, I am not the more
happy. My beart betrays me, and repre-.
fents him continually to my imagination in
the moft amiable light, asa faxehqu%over,

injured by my fufpiciors, and madc wretch'
cd by my lofs.

-

Torn by fenuments which vary every
moment; the ftruggles of my foul hdve
impaired my health, and.will in time put
.an end’ to alife, to the continuance of
which,” without him, I am perfeétly indif-
ferent. N

' D&er«
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~ Determined, however, toperfiftin a con-

duét, which, whatever I fuffer from it, is

certainly my duty, I cannot, as I hear he is

returned, confent to come to Belmont; where

it is fcarce poffible I fhould fail meeting a.

man of his rank,who muft undoubtedly be
“of Lord Belniont’s acquaintance.

“Till he is married, or I am convinced
I have injured him, I will not leave this
retreat; at leaft I will not appear where I
am almoft certain of meeting him whom .
‘I ought for ever toavoid. ‘

O Lady Anne! How fevere is this trial t
How painful the conqueft over the {weeteft
affe&tions of the human heart ! How mor-
tifying to love an obje&t which one has .
ceafed to efteem! Convinced of his unwor-
thinefs, my paffion remains the fame, nor
will ever ceafe but with life : I at once de-
fpife and adore him : yes, my tendernefs is,
if poffible, more lively than ever; and,.

though.
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though he has doomed me to mifery, I
“would die to contribute to his happinefs.

You, Madam, will, I know, pity and for-
give the inconfiitencies of a.heart athamed
of its own weaknefles, yet too fincere to dif-
guife or palliatethem. Iam no ftranger
to your noblenefs of fentiment; in your
friendthip and compaffion all my hopes of
tranquillity are founded. I will endeavour -
. 10 conquer this ill- placed prepoffeffion, and
render myfelf more worthy yourcﬂeem
- Bf his marriage with another' makes'it im-
. pofTble for hxm to fuppofe I throw myfelf
defignedly in hjst way, I will go-with you
- to town in the fvinter, and try if the hurry
of the worl can erafe his i image from my
bolom If he c:ontmues unconne&cd, and
‘o accident clears up to, me his condu&, 1

. wnll continue wherel : am, and for ever hrde

fol1y in thxs retreat _
: Iam, &c. . e
A Hasrmcs.

 Poor
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Poor Bell! how I pity her! Heaven
certainly means love for our reward in and-
ther world, it fo feldom makes it happy ia
this. But why do we blame heaven? Itis
our own prejudices, our rage for wealth,
our cowardly compliance with the abfurd.
opinions of others, which robs us cf all tite”
real happinefs of life.

I thould be glad to know who this defpi-
cable fellow is: though really itis-poflible

fhe mayinjure him. 1muf know his name,

end-find out whetheror not {lre is torturing

herfe f without reafon.  If he bears fcruti-
nizing, our plans may coincide, and my
jointure make us all happy; if not; he
fhall have the mortification of knowing
fhe has an eafy fortune ; and of feeing her,

what it fhall be my bufinefs to make her next
winter, one of the m{t fathionable WOomen,-
and celebrated toafts, zsbout tewn.

=
.
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. Afterall, are we not 3, little in the ma-
chine-ftyle, not to be ablé to withdraw our
love when our efteem is at an'end ? I fup-
pofe one might find a philofophical reafon for

this in Newton’s Laws of Attraction. The -
heart of a woman does, I imagine, naturally
gravitate towards a handfome, well-drefled, -
well-bred fellow, without enquiry into his
mental qualities. Nay, as to that, do not let
me be partial to you odious men; youhave
as little tafte for mere internal charms as
the lighteft coquette in town. You talk
fometimes of the beauties of the mind;
but I fhould be glad, as fomebody has faid
very well, to fee oné of you in love with a
mind of threefcore.

I am really forry for Bell, but hope to
bring her out of thefe heroics by Chriftmas.
The town air, and being followed fiveor fix
‘weeks as a beauty, will do wonders. I
know no fpecific for a love-fit like a con-
ftant crowd of pretty fellows.

The
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The world, I dare fay, will {foon reftore
her to her fenfes; it is impoffible fhe
fhould ever regain them in a lonely vil-
~ lage, with-no company but an old wo-
man. -

How déarlywe love to nurfe up our fol-
lies! Bell, I dare‘fay, fancies vaft merit in
this romantic conftancy to a man who, if

he knew her abfurdity, would laugh at
it. '

I have no patience with my own fex, for
their want of fpirit.

Friday Niglit.

O Heavens ! who could have thought
it? Of all the birds in the air, find me out
Lord Melvin for Bell Haftings’slover: No-
thing was ever fo charming: I tell the ftory,

. which does his bufinefs here in 2 momeat ;
ferves my lovely Harry, and punithes the
wretch’s
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wretch’s infidelity as it _efcrves.' Adicu!
‘Ily to communicate. o

. Saturday Morning. -

. Allthisis very ftrange to me. Lord Bel-
“mont,towhom Ilaft night mentioned Lord
Melvin’s ‘connexion with- Bell, as a reafoa
againft his marrying Lady Jutia, -affures -
~me no fuch thing was ever intended ; that
. he was amazed how I came to think fo;
- that Lord Rochdale has other views for -
his fon, to which, however, he isaverfe: 1
am glad to hear this laft circumftance, and
 hope Bell has wronged him by her fufpicions.

~ But who can this be thé,; is intended for
Lady Julia? -1 do not love to be imperti-
nent, but my curiofity is rather excited; [

. .fhall not fleep till I am in this fecret; I

myuft follow my Lord about till | get a clue

o to dlre& me. How fhalll begin the attack ?

S s Really, my Lord fays I, this furprizes
’ e 113 mo
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* me extremely, I could have fworn Lord
“ Melvin was the perfon your Lordthip

¢ meant; if it is not him, who can it
« be 2

Yes, this.will do; I will go to him di-
retly ——Cruel man! how he plays with
my anxiety ! He is gone ‘out in'a poft-chaife
with Lady Julia ; the chaife drove fromthe
door this moment.

.
AN
- *»

[ can fay not a word more; Iamon the
rack of expetation ; I could not be more
anxious about a lover of my own.

““The heir of an earldom, and of an aflu-
¢ ent fortune.” I have tortured my brain
this hour, and not a fcruple the nearer.

- Adieul

N

To
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To GEorcE MorpavunT, Efg
» T
Saturday Morning.

' Mordaunt! I have feen her; have
heard the found of that enchanting
voice; my Lord was in the chaife with
her; they ftoppéd to drirk freth cream
William prefented her 4 nofegay; fhe
thaﬁked him with an air of fweetnefs,
which would have won the foul of a favage.
My heart beat with unutterable trafport‘{
it was with difficulty I reftrained myfelf.

Mordaunt! I muft return; I cdn no
-Xonger bear this abfence: T will write this
moment to Lord Belmont, 2nd own my
paflion for his daughter; I will paint in the
motft lively colors my love and my defpair:

I will tell him 1 have notling to hope from
the world, and throw myfelf intircly on
* his friendfhip. I know the indifcretion of
: this
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this proceeding ; I know I ought not to
hope fuccefs ; but I have too long conceal-

ed my fentiments, and purfued a condu&
unworthy of my heart.

I have wrote; I have fent away the
letter. I have f2id all thit can engage his
heart in my favor; to-morrow he will re.
ceive my letter — to-morrow —= O Mor»
daunt! how foow will my fate be deter-
mined! A chillitefs feizes me at the
thought, my hand trembles, it is with diffi.
colty I tiold the pen. I have-entreated an
immediate anfwer ; it will come iriclofed
to Mr. Herbert, to whom I have wrote to
bring the letter himfelf. On Wednefday I
fhall be the moft happy or moft loft of
“mankind. What a dreadful interval will it
be! My heart dies within me at the thought,
. ) :

V(—)L. II.
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To Henry ManpeviiLe, Efy; -

BrrumonT, 18th 'Septeml;er.

AM commiffioned by Lady Anne, my

dear Mr. Mandeville, to infit on your
immediate return ; fhe declares fhe can no
longer fupport the . country -without you,
but fhall die with chagrm..and ennui ; eyen
play itfelf_has loft half its charms Infour
abfence. Lady Mary, my wxfe, and daugh—
ter join in the fame requeft, which I have
a thoufand reafons to prefs your. complymg
with, as foon as is confiftent with what po-
litenefs exaéts in regard to Lord T——.

One, and not the weakeft, is the pleafure
I find in converfation, a pleafure I never
tafte more ftrongly than with you, and a
pleafure which promifcuous vifitors have
for fome time ceafed to give me. I have
not Jott my relifh for fociety, but it grows, -

1m
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in fpite of all my endeavors, more delicate;
I have as great pleafure as ever in the con-
verfation of ‘felec friends ; but I cannot fo
* well bear the common run of company. I
look on this delicacy as one of the infirmi-
_ ties of age, and as much a fymptom of de-
cay, as it would be to lofe my tafte for roaft
beef, and be able only to relith ortolans.
Lord Fondeville is next week to marry
Mifs Weftbrook ; they have a coach mak-
ing which is to ¢oft==thoufand pounds.

1am interrupted by a worthy man, to
whom 1 am fo happy as to be able to do a

fervice : to you I need make no other apo-
fogy.

Adieu! my amiable friend!
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! To Lady AnNe WiLMOT.

Saturday, Grofvenor-Street.

AN the moft refined of her fex, at

the very moment when {ke owns her-
felf thocked at Mrs. H ’s »malicious
infinuation, refufe ‘to filence hér:by mak-
ing me happy ? Can fhe fubmit to -one of
the keeneft evils a fenfible and delicate
~mind can feel, only to infli& torment on
the man whofe whole happinefs depends on
~ her, and to whofe tendernefs fhe has owned
herfelf not infenfible.?

Seeing your averfenefs to marriage, I
have never preffed you on a fubje& which
feemed difpleafing to you, but left it to
.time and my unwearied love, to diffipate
thofe unjuft and groundlefs prejudices,
which ftood in the way of all my hopes :
but does not this refpeét, this {ubmiffion,

" demand
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demand that you fhould ftri¢tly examine
thofe prejudices, and be convinced, before.

you make it, that they deferve fucha fa.:
crifice ? '

Why will you, my_deareft Lady Anne,
urge .your paft unhappinefs as a reafon
againft entering into a ftate of which you-
cannot -be a judge ? You were never mar-
ried 3 the foft confent of hearts, the tender
fympathy-of yielding rginds, was wanting :

fo‘fced by the will of a tyrannic father to.
-take on .you an infuppertable yoke, tao
young to affert: the rights of humanity; -
__the freedomr of your will deftroyed; the
. nameof marriage is profaned by giving it
_.'t6 fo deteftable an union,

You have often fpoke with pleafure of
thofe fweet hours we paft at Sudley-Farm.
Can you then refufe to perpetuate fuch hap-
pinefs? Are there no charms in the unre-
fcrvcd converfe of the man who adores

F 3 you?




s02  The HISTORY of

you ? Or can you prefer the unmeaning
flattery of fools you defpife, to the animated
- language of faithful love 2

If you are ftill infenfible to my happi-
nefs, will not my intereft prevail on you to
relent ? My uncle, who has juft 1oft his only
fon, offers to fettle his whole eftate on me, -
on condition I immediately marry 5 a con-
dition it depends on you alone whether I
thall comply with. If you refufe, he gives
it on the fame terms to a diftant relation,
whofe miftrefs has alefs cruel heart. Have
you fo little generofity as ‘to condemn
me at once to be poor and miferable ;
to lofe the gifts both of love and for-

~ tune ?

I have wrote to Lady Belmont to inter-
cede for me, and truft infinitely more to
her eloquence than my own.

-

The
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The only rational objeétion to my hap-
pinefs my uncle’s eftate removes; you
will bring me his fortune, and your own
will make Bell Haftings happy: if you
now refufe, you have the heart of a tygrefs,
and delight in the mifery of others.

Interrupted: my uncle : May all good
angels guard the moft amiable and love-

ly of women, and give her to her paf-
fionate

BeLLviLLe !
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To Colonel BerrviLLE.

MonNDAY.
r
£14

ILL you marry me, my dear
~Ally Croaker ?” For ever this
queftion, Bellville ? And yet really you
{eem to be not at all in the fecret. ¢ Re-
“¢ fpe®, fubmiffion”’—1I thought you had
known the fex better: How fhould a
modeft woman ever be prevailed on by a
refpectful fubmiffive lover ? You would not
furely have us —w——ou

O Heavens ! A billet. Some defpairing
inamorato : Indeed ? Lord Melvin ? He is
not going to-make love to me fure.

Very well ; things are in a fine train.

<. He writes me here as pretty an heroic epif-

. tle’as one would defire, fetting forth his

pafﬁon for Bell Hai’cmgs, whom he has juft
difcovered
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difcovered is my niece, and whom he de-
gz(es he cannot live withoat; owning ap-
earances are againft him, and beggmg;
;me to convey to her a long tidi didum:
lettcr, explaining the reafons and caufes—
' The ftory is tedious, but the fum total is-
\thlS that he found at Florence the friend
on earth Ne moft loved, ‘engaged in an af--
fair of honour, in which he could not avoid
taking part as his fecond ; that they went
to the laft town in the Tufcan ftate, in or-
der to efcape into anether, if any accident
made it neceffary to elude the pyrfuit of
juftice ; that, tQ avoid fufpicion, he left or-
ders with his people to fay he had left Flo-
rence : that he wrote to her by his valet,
who was unfortunately feized and confined,
the affair being fufpected: that he was
wounded, and obliged to ftay fome time
before he could return to Florence, when
he was informed the had left Italy; and
though he had omitted no means to find
her, had never been fo happy as to fuc-
F 5 ceed :
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ceed : had made his fifter, Ladf Louifa,
his confident, and by her affiftance had
_ almoft prevailed on. his father to confent.

¢ Almoft prevailed on.”” Really thefe
ate pretty airs. I fhall write him an ex-
treme ftately anfwer, and let him know,. if
he expeéts Mifs Haftings to do him the
honor,. his addrefs muft be in quite another
ftyle : Mifs Haftings, in blood,. in. merit,
in education, in every thing truly valuable,
and in fortune too, if I pleafe, his equal.
1 v@iﬂm the foolifh glrl was not fo madly in.
love with him, for I long to torture his
proud heart: I cannot refift teizing hima
" lictle, but, as1 know her weaknefs, and
that we muft come to at laft, I fhall be
forced. to.lcave a door of mercy open: I
thall, however, infift on-his family’s feek-
ing the match, and on Lord Rochdale’s
afking her of me in form ; I will not yield
.afcruple of our dignity on'this occafion.

But
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But I muft carry this letter to Bell.
Adieu !

As to your foolifh queftion, T may per-
haps allow you to vifit at Belmont ; I wilf
promife no more at prefent.- -

Did I tell you we all fpent yefterday with
my niece? ‘Shé hay the honor ‘to pleafe -
Lady Maty, who, on feeing her-at a little -
diftance’ with Lady Julia and me, (no ill -
group certainly) infifted on our fitting next

“winter for a picture of the Graces dancing.. -

‘Or fuppefe, Madam, faid I, the three -
Goddefles on mount Ida, with Harry Mane: -
devxlle for our Paris?. -

Poor- little Emily; being equally under -
fize for a Grace or a Goddefs, muft be
‘eontent to bé a Hebe in-a. ﬁngle piece.

Adiot

Yours,
A WiLMmor:-

Fé
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To HeNry MANDEVILLE, Efquire.

.

London, September qu.

HIS event in Ruffia is moft extra-
ordingry : but thefe fudden and
violent revolutions are the natural confe-
quences of that inftability which muft ever
attend . defpotic forms of government:
Happy Britain! where the laws are equally
the guard of prince and people, where li-
berty and prerogative go hand in hand,
- and mutually fupport each other ; where no
invafion can ever be made on any part of
the conftitution without endangering the
whole : where popular clamor, like the
thunder-ftorm, by agitating, clears and pu-
rifies the air, and, its buﬁnefs done, fubﬁdes.

If this letter finds you at Lord T——7,
1 would have you return lmmedlately to
" Belmont, where I fhall be in a few days.
v Lady
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Lady Mary is already there, and intends
to execute the defigri Lord Belmont men-
tioned to you, which makes your prefenee
there abfolutely neceffary.

The tide of fortune, my dear Harry,
feems turning in your favor, but let it not
harden your heart to the misfortunes of
your fellow-creatures, make you infolent
to merit- in the vale gof humbler life, or
tempt you to forget that all you poffefs is
the gift of that beneficent Power, in whofe
fight virtue is the only diftinction.

The knowledge I have of your heart
makes thefe cautions perhaps unneceffary 3
but you will forgive the exceflive anxiety
of paternal tendernefs, alarmed at the near
prefpedt of your tafting the poifon moft
fatal to youth, the intoxicating cup of

profperity.

May
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May Heaven,- my’ dedreft Harry, com-
tinue you all you are at prefent! Your-fa«
ther has not another wifh !

Adieu !

J. ManpeviLLE.

To Col. BELLVILLE.

Tuespay Morning.

" Staid late laft night with Bell; there
I is no telling you her tranfport ; the
agrees with me, however, as to the pro-
priety of keeping up our dignity, and has
confented, though with infinite relutance,
pot to admit Lord Melvin’s vifits tiil his
father hath made propofals to me. Sheis
~ to fee him firft at Belmont, whither fhe re-
moves in four or five days, Emily Howard
is gone, at my requeft, to fpend that inter-
val with her. We have a divine fcheme
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in our heads, which you are not yet to be
honored with the knowledge of.

Oh'! do you know I have this morning
difcovered why Lady Mary is a Tory !
She has been flattered by Bolingbroke, and’
fung by. Atterbury ; had Addifon tuned
his lyre to her praife, the had certam]y
changed parties. I am feldom at a lofs to
explore the fource of petticoat-politics. Va- -
nity is the.moving fpring in the female-
machine, as intereft is in the male. Cer-~

"tainly our principle of aétion is by much
“more noble.

Eleven o'Clock.

KC Lord, What is come to my mother Lol
She “is+ gonc frmlmg into Lady Mary’ g
" toom ; her air is gay. beyond meafuse ; it
is the mu& fit for a dancing Grace.

—

There_
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Pift Twelve.

There is fomething in agitation with
which I am unacquainted. Lord and Lady
Belmont have been an hour in clofe con-
fultation with Lady Mary : la bella Julia
is this moment fummoned to attend them.
- This unknowrr?étzgr : I tremble for Harry.:
thould another ——

Almoft One.

"~ I Have your letter: this Ruffian event
— true —— as you fay, thefe violent
corrvulfions—Yes, you are right, your re-
. flexions are perfe&fy juft, but my thoughts
are at prefent 4 little engaged. This con-
fultation I fear bodes Harry no good—
Should my Lord’s authority—I am on the
rack of impatience —

The door opens; Lady Julia comes this -
way; fhe has been in tears; 1 tremble at
. the
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" the fight—Bellville, they are not tears of
- forrow; they are like thre dew-drops on the
morning rofe, the looks a thoufand times
more lovely through them ; her eyes have
a melting languithment, a foftnefs inex- .
preflible, a fenfibility mixed with tranfport
—There is an animation in her look, a
blufh of unexpeéted happinefs—She moves
with the lightnefs of a wood:nymph~—Lady
Belmont follows with a ferene joy in that
- amiable countenance. They approach;
they are already in my apartment.

Adio!

Bellville ! In what words—How fhall F
explain to you—I am breathlefs with plea-
fure and furprife—My Ford—Harry Man-
deville—wLady Julia—They were always
intended for each other.

A letter from Harry this morning, con-
fefing his paffion for Lady Julia, dc.ter-

‘ mined
_/
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mined them to make an_immediate difco-
very—Read the encloféd\letters, and adore
the goodnefs of Providence, which leads
us, by fecret ways, to that happinefs our
own. wifdom could never arrive at.

r_/‘:

To Colonel MANDEVILLE.

Belmont, Auguft 10, 1752.

My dear Col.

Y a claufe in the patent, which has

been hitherto kept fecret in our part
of the family, it is provided, that, on de-
faalt of heirs male in the younger branch,
the title of Earl of Belmont fhould-go to
the elder : in favour alfo of this difpofition,
the greateft part of the eftate then.in our
poﬁéfﬁon, which is about half what I now
enjoy, is, by a deed, in which, however,
my lawyer tclls me there isa flaw, WS‘ch
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makes it of no effeét, annexed to the title
for ever, Julia being the only child we
“ever had, it is very probable the eftate and
title will be yours: Heaven having bleft
you with a fom, it would be infinitely
agreeable to me, and would keep up the
fplendor of our name, to agree on am inter-
marriage between our children. 1 would |
have you educate your fon with this view,
and at an expence becoming the heir of the
titles and pofleffions of our family : bu, as
itis poffible I may yet have a fon, i that
cafe, Lady Mary, our relation, whofe heart
is greatly fet on this marriage, will fettle
her eftate on yours, and [ will give him my
d:ughter, with-twenty thoufand pounds.

I infift on being at the whole expence of :
- his education as my heir ; as the eftate will
probably be his own, it is only anticipating
Jhis rents a few years, and does not lay him
“undér the fhadow of/an obligation,

1 have -
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I have mentioned above, that there is a
defect in the deed, which puts it in my
power to rob you of your right in the
eftate : but, as the defign of our anceftor is
clear, 1 take no merit to myfelf from not
being the molt infamous of mankind,which .
I thould be, were I capable of making ufe

of fuch a circumftance to your difadvan-
tage.

But, could I reconcile fo bafe an aétion to
myfelf in a private light, no confideration
could make it eafy te me in a public one:
‘I know nothing fo dangerous to our happy
conftitution as an indigent nobility, chained
down to a neceflity of court-dependence, or
tempted, by making faction the tool of am-
bition, to difturb the internal peace of their
cauntry. Men who are at eafe in their for-
tunes are generally good fubjects ; the pre-
fervation of what they have is a powerful tie
of obedience: it is the needy, the diffolute,
the Cazfars, the Catalines of the world,
who
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who raife the ftorms which fhake the foun-
dation of government.

You will imagine, my dear friend, 'I
only intend this alliance to take place, if
their fentiments, when of age to judge for
themfelves, correfpond with our intentions
for their happinefs. That this may be the
cafe, let us educate them, with the utmoft
care, in every accomplifhment of mind and

perfon, which can make them lovely in the
eyes of each other._

~ Letme, my dear Colonel, hear immedi-
ately if this propofal is as agreeable to you
~asto ’ ’
Your faithful and affectionate,

BELMONT,
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To the Earl of BeLmonT.
My Lorp,

A M greatly obliged to your Lordfhip

for a propofal which does my fon fuch

honor ; and for a conduét towards us both
fo noble and worthy your charatter. .

The difpofition you mention is what 1
have fometimes hoped, but knew your
Lordfip’s honor and integrity too well to
think it neceflary to make any enquiry;
convinced, if a fettlement was made in my
favor, you would in due time make me ac-
quainted with it: till fome probability ap-
peared of its taking place, it was, perhaps,
better concealed than difclofed.

The alliance your l.ordthip propofes, if
it ever takes place, will make me the hap-
pieft of mankind: havirg, however, ob-
fu'ved marriages made by parents in the

chilchcod
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childhood of the parties, to be generally
difagreeable to the latter, whether from the
perverfenefs of human nature, or the free
{pirit of love impatient of the leaft controll,
“will intreat our defign may be kept fecret
from all the world, and in particular from
the young people - themfelves : all we can
do, is to give them fuch an education as
will beft improve the gifts of nature, and
render them objects of that lively and deli-
cate affe&tion, which alone can make fuch
a connexion happy. Perhaps it may be beft
to feparate them till the time when the
heart is moft fufceptible of tendernefs ; left
an habitual intercourfe fhould weaken that
impreffion, which we wifh their perfections
to make on each other. Both at prefent
promife to be lovely ; and, if we guard
againft other attachments, the charm of
novelty, added to what nature has done
for them, and thofe acquired graces which
it is our part to endeavor to give them, can

{carce

~




10  The HISTORY of

fcarce fail of infpiring a mutual paffion,
which ones feeming to defire it would pro-
bably prevent.

If I am fo happy as to have your Lord:
thip’s :concurrence in thefe fentiments, 1
will remove my fon immediately from your
neighbourhood,-and educate him in town;
at a proper time he fhall go, with a private
tutor of birth and merit, to the univerfiry,
and from thence make the tour of Europe,
whilft Lady Julia is advancing in every
charm, under the eye of the moft g¢xcellent
of mothers.

Men, wko a& a confpicuous part on the
ftage of life, and who require a certain au-
dacity and felf-pofieffion to bring their ta-
lents into full light, cannot, in my opinion,
have too public an education : but women,
whofe lovelieft charm is the rofy blufh of na-
tivg_modefty, whofe virtues bloflom faireft

5 : in
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in the vale, fhould never leave their houfhold
gods, the beft protetors of innocence.

- Itis alfo my requeft, that my fon may
e educated in a tatal ignorance of the fet-
Jement in our favor, both becaufe the ef- .
et of it may poffibly be deftroyed by your :
‘Londthip’s having ‘a fon, and becaufe he . =
will tafte. the pleafures of a diftinguithed
ftation, if he ever-arrives aq\pit, with double
. relifh, if bred with more moderate expecta-
tions. He will by this mieans too efcape
the pernicious fnares of flattery, the fervile
court of interefted inferiors, and all the va-
rious ngifchiefs which poifon the minds of
‘Young men_bred up as heirs to great eftates
and titles: he will fee the hatefulnefs of pride
and arrogance in others before he is tempted
e to be"guilty of them himfelf ; he will learn
%o+ eftéem virtue without thofe: trappings of
wealth and greatnefs which he will never
hope tobe pofifféd of: he will fee the world as
- Vor. H. G
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it is by not being of confequence enough
to be flattered or deceived.

His education, his company, his ex-
pences, fhall, however, be fuited to the
rank he may one day peffibly fil ; my ac-
quaintance with foreign courts enables me
to introduce him every where to thofe
of the firt rank and merit; his equipage
and attendance fhall be fuch as may fecure
‘him general reﬁac&.

Your Lordfhip’s generous offer of bear-
ing the expence of his education, deferves
my fincereft gratitude; but ceconomy. will
enable me to fupport it without the leaft in-
convenience to my affairs; half rzly income,
which I will fpare to him, with his me-
ther’s fortune, which fhall all be devoted
to this purpofe, will be fufficient to give
him an education becoming the heir of
your Lordthip’s.fortune and honors.

May




w
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. .May Heaven profper a defign, which has
fo laudable an end in view, as the future
happinefs of our children.

1 am, my Lord,
~ Your Lordfhfp’s_
Affe&tionate #nd
Obedient Servant,

J. ManpeviLLy

T—

To Colonel BI-ZLLYILLE.

Wepnespay Morning,

HIS joy is a prodigious enemy to

, feep. Lady Julia rofe this morning
with the fun; I dare fay fhe never thought
he looked fo bright ; before he fets the will
fee the moft charming of mankind. My
Lordyefterday fentanexprefs toLordT—s,
G2 . with
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with orders to follow Harry wherever he
was, and bring him this evening to Bel-
mont : Lady Mary is to have the pleafure
of making him acquainted with his happi-
nefs: the difcovery was only delayed, till
convinced of their paffion for each other.

Colonel Mandeville is in-town, dire@ing
the drawing of the writings; and comes
down in a few days to have them executed.

I have had a fecond letter from Lord
Melvin, as refpetful as the pride of wo-
man can defire : a poftfcript from Lord
Rochdale having fatisfied me in point of de-
corum, I allow his fon to vifit here when
he pleafes. My niece and Emily Howard
come this evening ; Lady Julia is now
with them ; 1 fuppofe we fhall fee Lord
Melvin to-morrow : if he isvery prefling,
they may, perhaps, be married with Lady
Juiia, '

Heavens !
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Heavens ! Bellville! What a change ia
all our affairs! The matrimonial ftar pre-
vails 3 it would be ﬁrange if I thould be
betrayed into the party: and yet, Lady
Mary has drawn fo bewitching a plan of a
wedding-day, as might feduce a more de~
termined coquette : if one could be mar-
ried for that day only — Or if one was
fure of pleafing for ever like Lady Belmont
—* Dear madam, faid I, if your Lady-
¢ thip would lend one your Ceftus.” ¢ You

¢¢ are already poffefled of it,my dear Lacy
¢ Anne; the delicacy and purity of a

‘¢ bride will always give you the charms of
¢ one.”

I believe her Ladythip may be in the -
right ; it is not the ftate, but the foolith

condué of people who enter into it, that
makes it unhappy.

G 3 I




126 The HISTORY of

If you fhould come down with Colonel
Mandeville, it is impoflible to fay what
may happen:

Abfolutely, Bellville, if Ido condefcend,
which is yet extremely doubtful, we wil}
live in the ftyle of lovers; I hate the dull
road of common marriages: no imperti-
nent prefuming on the name of hufband,
no faucy freedomsj “I will continue to be ‘
courted, and fhall expe& as rruch flattery,
and give myfelf as many fcornful airs, asif

I had never honored you with my hand.

I give you warnix;g, fhall make a moft
intolerable wife; but that is your buﬁncfs,
not mine.

This very day fe’nnight, which is Eady
Julia’s birth-day, is intended for her mar-
riage ; the houfe is to be full of company,
invited to celebrate the day, without kne-”
ing on what further account; n




~
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even to fufpect them to-be lovers; they
are to go privately out of Lady Mary’s
apartment into the chapel, where my Lord
chufes the ceremony fhould be performed.
We are to have a-mafquerade in a grand
open pavillion, on Corinthian pillars, built
for this happy occafion in the garden, oppo-
fite the houfe, which is to be in view finely
illuminated : the intermediate fpace is to
be adorned with lamps, intermixed with
feftocns of flowers in the trees, round
which are to be feats for the villagers, who

are never forgot on thefe days of annual
rc_;oxcmgs

Lady Mary, who is miftrefs of the ce-
remonies, and who infilts on joining all
our hands that day, has engaged you for
~the ball to Lady Julia, Harry to Bell
Haftings, and Lord Melvin to me: our
fituation is to be kept fecret for a week,
which is to be filled up with various fcenes
of feftivity ; after which we are to go to

G4 town
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town to :be prefented, and from thence on
a tour of fix months to Italy. Thisis her-
fcheme, but it depends on Bell Haftings
and me whether it fhall be executed in full:
ten thoufand to one but our cruelty f{pails

the prettieft myfterious plan of a wedding
~ that canbe. Abfolutely Lady Mary hasa
kind of an idea of things—I cannot con-
- ceive how fhe came by it—Not the leaft
fymptom of an old mdid in this plan--Some-
thing fo fanciful and like a love affair—It
is a thoufand pities her Ladythip fhould not
be of the party herfelf. Do you know
never a fprightly old courtier of the Queen’s
‘time ? ) .

My Lord is fo pleafed with the thought
of feeing us all happy, that he has given
orders for building a temple to Love and
Friendfhip,ata little villa which.the colonel
has given him, and which is almoft cen-
trical in refpect to all our houfes ; here we,

‘ are
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are to meet once a week, and exclude the
reft of the world,

Harry and Lady Julia are to live at La-
dy Mary’s feat, about ten miles from hence,-
and I have fixed on a houfe, which is to be
fold, at about the fame diftance.

And now, Bellville, to be very ferious,.
I fhould be the happieft creature in the
world in this profpe¢t, if I was not afraid
- of my own condué. I am volatile, light,

extravagant, and capricious; qualities ill
fuited to matrigonial life. I know my
faults, but am not able to mend them: I
fee the beauty of order in the moral world,-
yet doat to excefs on irregularity.

Call on Colonel Mandeville, and concert
your journey together. Heaven and earth!
‘What have I not faid in that permiffion ?
With all my affection for you there is a fo-
lemnity in the idea—O Bellville! fhould I

- G ever
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ever become lefs dear to you ! fhould cold-
nefs, fhould indifference ever take place of
that lively endearing tendernefs I will
throw away the pen for 2 moment—e——

The moft amiable of men will forgive
the too anxious fears of exceffive love: I
with tranfport make him the arbiter of my
future days. Lady Julia is come back, and
has brought me the enclofed bond, by
which Bell Haftings engages to pay you
thirty thoufand pounds on the day of my.

marriage. Her letter to you will explaia
this further.

Twelve o’clock.

Ah! cor mio! fon confufo ! Yes, I blafh
at faying in exprefs words what I have al-
ready faid by deduction. Your uncle in-
fifts on a pofitive “Iwill”: How can the
dear old man be To cruel ? Tell him, if he
is not fatisfied with this letter, he fhall dic-
tate the form of confent himfelf.

: ~ Cne
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One condition, however, I fhall nog
difpenfe with ; that he comes down to
Belmont, and opens the ball with Lady
Mary.
Adio!

To Colonel BELLVILLE.

Wepnespay, Three o’Clock.

Really cannot help feeling prodigioufly

_ foolifh about this marriage ; it is a

thoufand to one but I retreat yet: prepare

yourfelf for a difappointment, for I am
exceedingly on the capriciofo.

O heavens ! I forgot to tell you, an old
match-making Lady in the neighbourhood,
having taken it into her head I have a paf--
fion for Harry Mandeville, and defigning
to win my heart, by perfuading me to
what fhe fuppofes I have 2 mind to, recom-

G o6 mended
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® mended him ftrongly to me laft night for a:
hufband. 1 heard her with the utmoft at-
tention ; and, when fhe had finithed her ha-
rangue, bluthed, looked down, hefitated,
and denied the thing with fo pretty a con-

... fufion, that fhe is gone away perfectly-
convinced I am to be Lady Anne Mande-
ville, and ‘will tell it as a fecret all round-
the country. I am not forry for this, as-
it will take away all fufpicion of what is.
really intended, and fecure that fecrecy we:
with on the occafion. The good 'old lady
went away infinitely delighted at being pof-
feffed of a quality fecret, which™ in the
country gives no little importance ; pleafed
too with her-own penetration: in difcover-
ing what nobody elfe has fufpected : I can-
not conceive a happier bcmg than fhe is at
prefent.

I have juft received from town th‘\\\ moft
divine ftomacker and fleeve-knots y
beheld: ¢ An interefling event.”
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creature, and what 1 can plead authority-
for mentioning; Did not Mademoifelle,.
Princefs of the blood of France, grand-
daughter of Henry the Great, write fome-
half a dozen volumes, to inform pofterity,
that, on Saturday the ‘14th of November:
1668, the wore her blue ribbands ? Surely,
you men think nothing of confequence-but
fieges and battles : now, in my fentiments,.
it would be happy for mankind, if all the-
heroes who make fuch havock amongft
thir (pecies, merely becaufe they have no-
thing to do, would amnufe themfelves with
forting fuits of ribbands for their ladies.

T am in the {weeteft good humor to-day
than can be imagined, fo mild and gentle:
you would be amazed ; a little impatient
indeed for the evening, which is. to bring
my charming Harry.

- T have been afkiné my Lord how,
with. Harrysfcnﬁbxhty, they contrived to
keep
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keep him fo long free from attachments.
In anfwer to which he gave me the enclofed
fketch of a letter, from colonel Mandeville
to a lady of his acquajntance at Rome,
which he faid would give me a general
notion of the matter.

p—

i
~t

To the Countefs MeLESPINT.

N
. Pasis, June 24, 1759,
Mapam,

O U will receive this from the hands
of that fon I have before had the
bonor of recomending to your efteem,

I have accompanied him myfelf hithes
where being pertedtls fatisfied with his beha- |
vior, and convinced that grnevous minds are
beft won to virtue by implicit confidence, 1
have difmiffed the tutor I intended to have

. fent with him toltaly, fhall return to England

myfelf,
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myfelf, and depend for his conduét on his
own difcretion, his defire of obliging me,-
and that noblenefs of fentiment which will
- make him feel the value.of my friendfhip
for him in its utmoft extent.

I have given him letters to the moff,
worthy perfons in every court I intend he
fhould vifit; but, as rriy chief dependence
for the advantages of this tour, are on the
countand yourfelf, ] haveadvifedhim tefpend
moft of his time at Rome, where, honored
by your friendfhip, I doubt not of his re-
ceiving that lalt finifhing, that delicate po-
lith, which, I fAatter myfeif,\if not deceived
by the fondnefs of a parent;” is all he wants
.to make him perfectly amiable.

To you, Madam, and the Count, I com-

mit him ; defend him from the fnares of
vice, and the contagion of affectation.

You
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You receive him an unexperienced
~ youth, with lively- paffions, a warm and af-
fetionate heart,an enthufiaftic imagination,
probity, opennefs, generofity ; and all thofe
advantages of perfon arid mind, which a li-
beral education can beftow. I expe&t him
from your hands a gentleman, a man of
honor and politenefs, with the utmoft dig-
nity of fentiment and character, adorned by
that eafy elegance, that refined fimplicity
of manner, thofe unaffected graces of de-
portment, fo difficult to defcribe,but which
- it is fcarce poffible to converfe much with
you without acquiring.

Senfible of the irrefiftible power of beau-
ty, Ithink it of the utmoft confequence with
what part of the female world he converfes.
1 have from childhood habituated him to
the converfation of the moft lovely and po-
lite amongft the beft part of the fex, to give
him an abborrence tothe indelicacy of the
worfl.. I have endeavouredto imprefs on

his
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Kis mind, the moft lively ideas of the na-
tive beduty of virtue; and to cultivate in
him thatelegance of mortal tafte, that quick
fenfibility, which is a nearer way to recti-
tude, than the dull road of inanimate pre+
cept.

Continuing the fame anxious cares, F
fend him to perfect his education, not in
&hools or academies, but in the converfa-
nion of the meft charming amongft womens
the ardent deffre of plealing you, and be-
coming worthy your efteem, infeparable
from.the happinefs of knowing you, will be
the keeneft fpur to his attainments, and [
fhall fee him return all the fond heart of &
parent can wifh, from his ambition of being,
honored with your friend(hip.

To you, Madam, I fhall make no fecret’
of my wifh, that he may come back to:
England unconneted. 1 have a view for-
him beyond. his moft fanguioe hopes, ta

which,-
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which, however, I entreat he may be a
ftranger; the charms of the L.ady cannot
fail of attaching a heart which has no pre»
pofieflion, from which, I conjure you, if
poflible, toguard him. I fhould even hear
with: pleafure you permitted him, to a cer-
tain degree, to love you, that he might be
fteeled to all cther charms. If heis half
as much in love with you as his’ father,

all other beauties will lay fnares for him in
vain. .

Iam, Mapawm,

With the moft lively Efteem,
Your obedient and devoted,

J. MANDEVILLE,

Oh! Heavens! whillt 1 have been writing,
and thinking rothing of it, the pavillion,
which it feems has been fome time prepared,
is raifed oppofite the window of the faloon,
at the end of a walk leading to the houfe.
We are to fup in it this evening : it is char-

mante;
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mante ; the fight of it, and the idea of is
deftimation, makes mv heart palpitate a lit-
tle. Mon Dieu! thatever I fhould be fe~
duceq into matrimony!

r
- Farewel for an hour or two.

You have no nction whart di#ine drefles
we have making for the mafquerade; I
fhalt net tell you pardiaulars, as I -would
ot take off the “pleauire of furprize, bus
‘hey e charm{n;-oeyond COﬂCCPtiOD.

,ou doatep a mafquerade, Bell-
0 e T think i isthe
qu;*c"ﬁ’cnce of ‘all fublnary joys; and,
#1thout flattering my Eords tafte, | have'a
ftrange fancy this will be thmeft agreeable
one I'ever was at in my lifex-
the drapery, the whole difpofition of it is
enchanting.

Heavens! How li}ttlc a while will it be.
that I can write myfelf,  A. WiLmor.
To
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VTc‘) GrorGcE MorpaunT, Efgs

Wepnespay Morning.

¥rer four days paft in angiety not to
£ X be wld, this ardensty<xpected morn-
.mg 1s come; [ every:moment expet Mr.
Herbert ; I trenble at every found :

other hour, and thehappinefs of my wholc
life will be for ever detemined : Mordaunt,

t.he idea’ chxlls my foul,

It is now a week fihce l*-wc heard
from Belmont; not a fine from. ﬁmﬂY
Howard, or Lady Anne; theu

- have few friends; Lord Melvin is the

‘pion of fortune ; he has taken my place in -

their efteeat.

The time is paft, and my friend is net

‘here, he has therefore no letters from Lord .

Belmont; ! rated his difintereftednefs too

high ;

had bedn o etk L0 P a0 Pagd
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high; mifled by the mean defpicable max-
ims of the world, he refents my pafion
for his daughter; he gives Ler to another,
without deigning even to fend me an an-
fwer: he might furely have refpected his
- own blood. My foul is on fire at this in~
fule: hisage, his virtues protect him, 'bu;
Lord Melvin—Lert him avoid my fury.
Yet am I nét t86 rath ? Miy not fome
accident have retarded my friead ? I will
wait patiently-till evening ; I cannot believe
Lord Belmont—May he not have feen me,
and, fufpeting fome clandeftine defign —
Yes, my folly has undone me; what can
he.think of fuch a concealment? ——

Merdaunt ! I ¢annot live in thrs ful-
pence ; I will fend William this moment
to Belmont. ‘

Five o'clock.

William is come back, and has thrown
me into defpair: yes, my frierd, it is now
beyond a doubt.

Lady
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Lady Juliais intended for Lord Melvin; -
the moft fplendid preparations are making;
all is'joy and feftivity atBelmont; a wretch
like me is below their thoughts; meffen-
gers are hourly coming and going from
Lord Rochdale’s: it is paft, and I am
doomed to dei»patr my letter has only
haftened my deﬂ;ru&ion has only haftened
this detefted marriage : over-awed by pater-
nal authority, fhe ‘gives me up, fhe mar-.
ries another ; the has forgot her vows,’
thofe vows which fhe called.on Heaven 1o
witnefs : I have loft all for whlqh life was
worth my cars. '

- Mordaunt? 1-am no longer mafter of
myfelf. Lord Melvinis this moment gone
paft to Belmont, dreffed like a youthful,
gay and burning bridegroom; his eyes
fpaikle with new fire ; his cheek has the
glow of happy love. This very hour, per-
“haps, he calls her his— this very hour her’
-confenting bluthes —the idea is infupport-
-  able—

5




Lady ‘jULIA MANDEVILLE,

143

able Firft may the avenging bolt of
of Heaven——but why fupplicate Heaven
——My own arm =—— I will follow him
—==I will not tamely refign her —— He
fhall firft—— Yes, through my blood alone
—What I intend Tknow not—My, thoughts

are all diftra&ion. 2

To Col. BeLLviLLE.
Seven o'clock.

E expe& the caro Enrico every mo-
ment: my chariot is gone for Emily
Howard and my niece; Lord Melvin too

comes this evening by my permiffion. Lady
julia has juft afked me to walk with her in
the park ; the wants to hear me talk of
Harry, whom fthe cannot mention herfelf,
~ though her thoughts are full of nothing
elfe ; her color comes and goes; her eyes
hayea doublé portion of foftnefs ; her.heart
beats with apprehenfive pleafure. What
an evening of tranfport will thisbe! Why
are you. not hcrc, Bellville ? I fhall Ybfo-
\ lutely
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‘Jutely be one of the old people to to-night
Can you form an idea of happinefs equal te
Harry’s ? Raifed from the depth of defpain,
to the fruition of all his withes, I lomg to

- fee how he will receive the firft mention of
this happy turn of fortune: but Lady
Mar§ has referved all that te herfelf.

s Adieu!

Great God! to what a fcene have I been
witnefs ! How fhall I relate the fhocking
particulars ¢

« -

Lady Julia and T were advanced about 2
quarter of a mile from the houle, bleffing
Providence, and talking of the dear hope
of future happy days; fhe was owning her
paffion with blufhes, and all the tremor of
modeft fenfibility, when we were interrupt-
ed by the clathing of {words behind fome
trees near us; we turned our heads, and

! faw Lord Melvin, diftra&ionin his air, his
fword bloody, fupportmg Harry Mande-
5 villg,
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ville, pale, bleeding, motionlefs, and to™
all appearance in the agonies of death.
Lady Julia gave a fhriek, and fell fenfelefs
inmy arms. My cries brought fome of
the fervants, who happened to be near;
part of them, with Lord Melvin, con-

veyed Harry to the houfe; whilt the reft /

ftaid with me to take care of iadyﬁlm

Harry was fcarce out of ﬁght whcn the
re¢overed her fenfes; fhe looked wildly
towards the place where fhe firft faw him,
then, ftarting from me, raifing her eyes to
Heaven, her hanads clafped together—Oh,
Bellville ! never fhall I lofe the idea of that
inage of horrer and defpair~—fhe neither
fpoke nor fhed a tear—there was an eager
wildmefs in her look, which froze my foul
with serror: flye advanced haftily towards
the houfe, looking round her every mo-
ment, as if expefting again to fee. him,
tilt, having exhaufted all her ftrength, the
furtk down breathlefs on one of the feats,
where I fupported her till my Lord’s cha-

Vou. 1L H riot,
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riot, which I had fent for, came up, in
which I placed myfelf by her, and we drove
flowly towards the houfe : fhe was put
to-bed/?n a burning fever, preceded by a
fhivering, which gives me apprehenfions fer
her, which I endeavor to conceal from the
wretched parents, whofe forrows mock all

defcription. '

My Lord is juft come from Lord Mel-
_vin, who infifted on being his prifoner, til
Harry was out of danger; difdaining to
~ fly from juttice, fince my Lord refufes his
ftay at Belmont, he intzeats o' be given
into the hands -of fome gentleman near.
My Lord has accepted this offer, and
named his father Lord Rochdale for- the
truft. He is gone under the beft ‘guard,
his own honor, in-which Lord Belmont ‘has
implicit confidence. ' SR

I have been into Lady Julia’s roem ;
fhe takes no notice of any thing. Emily
: Howard
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Howard  kneels weeping by her bedfide.
Lady Belmont melts my foul when I be-
hold her; fhe fits mouonleis as the ftatue
of defpair ; the holds the hand of her love-
ly daughter between hers, fhe pre{"es it to

her bofom, and the tears fteal filently down
l}cr cheeks.

- Unable to bear the fight, I am returned
to- my apartment. ’

~ Oh Bellvﬁle' How is this fcene of hap-
_pmefs changed! Where are now the gay

tranfpomng hapes which warmed our hearts
t.hx,s mormng 2. .

"1 have with difficulty prcvaded on Lady
vMary, who droops under thls weight of
aﬂ‘h&xon, and whofe years are ill- fuxted to
fcenes of horror, to fet out this evening
for her own fcat, my niece, whofe forrow
you .may eafily imagine, is to accompany
her :hitberi if Mr. Mandeville dies, mur-

A - H 2 dered

B
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deredeby the hand of him with whofe fate
hers is connected, never muft the again-en-
ter thefe hofpitable doors.

Bellville! how is the gay ftruGure of
ideal happinefs fallen in one momeat to the
ground !

The mcﬁ'enger who was fent to Lorid
T —s is returned, and has brought my
Lord’s letter ; he went from thence to. Mr.
Herbert’s, where Mr. Mandeville was fup-
pofed to be, but found nobody there but =
fervant, from whom he ceuld get -no in-.
. formation. The family had been gone five

- days to London, being fent for. exprefs to
a relation who was dying.

Oh, Bellville! how many -accidents have
- confpired —— I myfelf have innocently
contributed to this dreadful event, mifled
by my Lord’s equivocal expreffions, which
feemed to point fo plainly at Lord Mel-

' . Vil

ot
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vin—If he dies—But I will not give way.
to fo fhocking an idea. The fervant who

went for 3 furgeon is not yet returned; till :
his wounds are examined we muft be in all-
the torture of fufpence and apprehendion.

Eleven o'Clock

The furgeon is- come; he is now with
Mr. Mandeville : how I dread to hear his
~ featence ! —The door opens— He comes
* out with Lord Belmont ; horror is in the :
face of the latter—Oh, Bellville! my pre-
faging heart — they advance towards me

—=I am unable to meet them—my limbs
t!emb!e—&- a cold dew —

Bellvdie’ his wounds are mortal—thc«
pea drops from my hand —
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A farmer’s fon in the neighbourhood has
juft brought the enclofed letter for
Mr. Mandeville, which, not know- °

ing the confequence, my Lord has
- - opened,

Fo Henry MaxpzviLLe, Efquire.

Loxpox, Tuespay Morning.
SIR,

HE generous concern you have

been pleafed to take in my misfor-

tunes, leaves me no room to doubt I fhall
- give you pleafure by informing you that
thcy are at an end; a rich relation, who
is juft expired, having made a will § in my
favor, which places me in circumftances
beyond my hopes.” But you will be ftill
more happy to know you have contributed
to this turn of my fortune. The exprefs
was
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~was arrived, with a requeft from our dying
* friend, that we would inftantly come poft
.. to town, and we were lamenting our hard
fate in being unable, from our indigence,
to undertake a journey on which fo much
depended, when the poft brought me a
. bill for one hundred pounds, -which could
. come from no hand but yours: I with the
" world was fuch as to make it eafy for us
to miftake. We fet out with hearts filled
“with the fincereft gratitude to Heaven, and
»the moft worthy of men ; and on our arri-
val found deferring our journey, evena few
hours, would have been fatal to all our
hopes.

'To you, therefore, to whom we owe
the means of taking this journey, we owe
the eafe of fortune which has been the con-
fequence of it. Heaven has been pleafed
to make the man on earth we moft efteem’
the inftrument of its goodnefs to us;

H 4 The
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The hurry of fpirits in which we fet out
prevented my leaving a direction for you
with my fervant, which Izhope has been of
no ill confequence. I have to-day fent him
a direction, and ordered him to wait on
you with this letter. As foon as my affairs
here are fettled, will replace the money your
generous friendthip has affifted us with,
wherever you pleafe to order.

I 2m, with the moft lively Eftcem,
S IR,

Your moft afcitionate,

And obedient Servant,

W. HerBERT.

Bellville ! is it not hard the:exercife of
the nobleft virtue fhould have been atteaded
with fuch fatal effeéts ? He dies for having
alleviated the diftreffes of his friend, forhav-
ing fympathized in the affliGtion of others.

‘ To
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To Colonel BELLVILLE.

THuRrsDAY Morning, . |

H E meft lovely of men is no meres -

f  heexpired carly this merning, af
ter having in my prefence owned to my F
Lord, that jealoufy was the true caufe of ¢
his attacking Lord Melvin, who only
fought in his own defence, which he in-
treated him publicly to attelt, and to beg .
Lord Melvin’s pardon, in his name, for
imfults which madnefs alone could excufe,
and which it was not in man to bear; he
owned Lord Melvin’s behavior in the duel
had been noble, and that he had avoided -
giving him the leaft wound, till, urged by -
fury and defpair, and aiming at the life of
his-generous enemy rather than at his own -
defeace, he had ruthed on the paint of his -
fword.

Hs- e
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He exprefled great indifference for life
on his own account, but dreaded the effect
his death might have on the moft tender
of fathers: intreated my Lord to foften fo
painful a ftroke by preparing him for it by
degrees, and, if poffible, to conceal from
" him the fhocking manner of i.  How
< ill, faid he, has my rathnefs repaid him
< for all his anxious cares, his indulgent
< goodnefs ! I {uffer juftly; but for him—-
¢« Great God ! fupport him in the dread-
*¢ ful trial, and pour all thy bleflings on l-ns
¢ head !”

He then proceeded to expoftulate gent-
ly with Lord Belmont on his fuppofed de-
fign of forcing the heart of his daughter,
and on that negle&t of himfelf which had
planted the furies of jealoufy in his-breaft,
and occafioned this fhocking event. Thefe
reproaches brought on an explanation of
the fituation to which his danger had re-
duced Lady Julia, of my Lord’s intention

of
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: of giving her to him, and of the whole plan

of purpofed happinefs, which his impati-

ence, Iirritated by a feries of unforefeen ac-
cidents, had fo fatally deftroyed.

Till now he had appeared perfeétly com-
pofed ; but from the moment my Lord be-
gan to fpeak, a wildnefs had appeared in
his countenance, which rofe before he ended
to little lefs than diftraction; he raved, he
reproached Heaven itfelf; then, melting
into tears, prayed with fervor unfpeakable
for Lady Julia’s recovery : _the agitation of
his mind caufed his wounds to bleed afrefh;
fucceflive faintings were the confequence,
in one of which he expired.

Lord Belmont is now writing to Colonel
Mandeville. How many has this dreadful
event involved in mifery !

Who fhall tell this to Lady Julia, yet
bow conceal it from her ? I dread the mott
Heé faral
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fatal effe@s from her defpair, when return- -
ing reafon makes her capable “of knowing
her own wretchednefls ; at prefent fhe is in
a ftate of perfe@t infenfibility ; her feveris -
not the leaft abated; fhe hasevery fymptom

which can indicate "danger. Lady Bel-
" mont and Emily Howard have never left
her bedfide a moment. 1 have with diffi-
culty perfuaded them to attempt to reft a
few hours, and am going to take Lady  Bel-
mont’s place by her bedfide.

. Ten o’clock

The phyﬁcxan is gone ; he thmks Lady
Julia in danger, but has'not. told this to
- the family: I am going again to her apart-

© ment; fhe h  not. yet taken notice of any
© body. - '

I had been about half an hour in Lady
- Julia’s room, when, having fent the laft
“attendant away for fomething 1 wanted,
fhe looked round, and faw we were alones

fhe
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~ the half raifed herfelf in the bed, and, grafp-
.~ ing my hand, fixed her enquiring eyes ar-
dently on mine. 1 too well underftood -
their meaning, and, unable to hide my grief,
was rifing to leave the bedfide, when
catching hold of me, with alook and air
which froze my foul ; ¢ Lady Anne, faid
¢ the, does he live 2’ My filence, and the
tears which I could not conceal, explained
to her the fatal truth, when raifing her
ftreaming eyes and fupplicating hands to
heavcn—-Oh Bellville! no words can
defcribe the excefs of her forrow and de-
fpair ;—fearful of the moft fatal inftant ef-
felts, 1 was obliged to call her attendants,
of whofe entrance fhe tock not the leaft no-
fice. After remaining fome time abforbed
" in an agony of grief, which took from her
all power of utterance, "and made her in-
fenfible to all around her, the tears, which
fhe fthed in great abundance, feemed to
give her rchief: my heart was melted ; I
“wept with her. She faw my tears, and

preﬁing
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preffing my hand tenderly betweeen hers,
feemed to thank me for the part 1 took in
her affiictions : T had not oppofed the tor-
rent of her defpair ; bur, whken I faw it fub-
fiding, endeavored to foothe her with all /~
thetender attention and endearing fympat
of faithful friendfhip; which fo far fuc-
ceeded, that I have left her more compofed
than I could have imagined it poflible fhe
fhould fo {oon have been ; {re has even an
appearance of tranquiliity which amazes
me; and, .feeming inclined to take reft, I

have left her for that purpofe.

S
SRR

May Heaven reftore her to her wretched
parents, whofe life is wrapt in hers! May
it infpire her with courage to bear this
ftroke, the fevereft a feeling mind can
{uffer. Her youth, her {weetnefs of temper,;
her unaffeted piety, her filial tendernefs,

-fometimes flatter me with a hopé of her
recovery; but when I think on that melting
fenfibility, on that exquifitely tender heart;

~ which




Lady ]ULL&MANDEVILLE. 159

which bleeds for the forrow of every human

being, I give way to all the horrors of
defpair.

Lady Julia has fent to fpeak with me: I
will not a moment- delay attending her.
How bleft thould I be if the fympathizing
bofom of Friendfhip could foften by par-
taking her forrows !

Oh, Bellville! what requeft has the
made! my blood runs back at the id& “

She received me with a compofed air,
begged me to fit down by her bedfide, and,
~fending away her attendants, fpoke as fol-
lows; ¢ You are, I doubt not, my dear
“ Lady Anne, (urprxzed at the feeming
« tranquil manner in which I bear the great-
¢ eft of all misfortunes—— Yes, my heart
% doated on him, my love for him was
« unutterable — But it is paft ; 1 can no
% longer be deceived by the fond delufion

s Of
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“"of hope. I fubmit to the will of Hea-
“ven. My God! I am refigned, I do-
“ not complain of what thy hand: has in-.
¢ flitted; a few unavailing tears alone—La-
“dy Anne, youhave feen my calmnefs,
¢ you have feen me patient as the trembling
¢ victim beneath the facrificer’s knife. Yet
¢ think not I have refigned all fenfibility :
“'no, were it poffible I could live—But
¢ 1 feel my approaching end ; Heaven in
¢¢ this is merciful. That I bear this dread-
“ ful ftroke with patience is owing to the.
¢ certainty I fhall not long furvive him,
¢¢ that our feparation is but for a moment.
¢ Lady Anne, I have {feen him.in my
¢ dreams; his fpotlefs foul yet waits for
“ mine : yes, the fame grave fhall receive
““ us; we fhall be joined to part no more.
¢¢ All the forrow I feel is for my dear pa-~
¢ rents ; to you and Emily Howard.I leave
¢ the fad tafk of comforting them ; by ali
“ our friendfhip, I adjure you, leave them
 not to the effetts of their defpair: whea
I refle&
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“Irefle® on all their goodnefs, and on
* the mifery I have brought on their grey
¢ hairs, my heart is torn in pieces, I la-

‘“ ment that fuch a wretch was ever cre-
¢« ated.

" ¢ T have been to blame ; not in loving
‘¢ the moft perfe®t of human beings; but
‘“ in concealing that love, and diftrufting
¢ the indulgence of the beft of parents.
““ Why did I hide my paffion ? Why con-
‘¢ ceal fentiments only blameable on the

‘“ venal mazxims of a defpicable world ?
“ Had I been unreferved I had been happy :
¢ but Heaven had decreed otherwife, and
¢ I fubmit.

¢ But whither am I wandering? I fent
¢ for you to make a requeft ; a requeft in
¢ which [ will not be denied. Lady Anne, -
» ¢« I would fee him; let me be raifed and -
‘¢ carried to his apartment before my mo-
< ther retums : let me once more behold
¢ him,.

»




362 The HISTORY of

* him, behold kim for whom alone life
¢ was dear to me : you hefitate, for pity

* do not oppofe me; your refufal will
« double the pangs of death.””

Overcome by the earneitnefs of her alt
and manner, I had not refolution to refufe
her; her maids are now dreffing Her, and.
I have promifed to attend her to his apart--
nient.

I am fummoned: Great God! How
fhall I bear a fcene like this? I tremble,.
my limbs will fcarce fupport me..

Twelve 0’Clock.

This dreadful vifit is yet unpaid: three
times fhe approaeched the door, and return-
ed as often to her apartment, unable to
enter the room; the third time fhe fainted
away : her little remaining ftrength being
exhaufted, the has confented to defer hc?\

purpefe
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purpofe till evening: I hope by that time
to perfuade her to decline it wholly : faint,
and almoft finking under her fatigue, I
have prevailed with her to lie down on a
couch: Emily Howard fits by her, kiffing
her hand, and bathing it with her tears.

1 have been enquiring at Lady Julia’s
door; fheis in a f{weet fleep, from which
~we have every thing to hope: I fly to
tell this to Lady Belment—She will live s
Heaven has heard our prayers.—

I found the wretched mother pouring
opt her foul before her God, and imploring
his mercy on her child—She heard me,
and tears of tender tranfport—fhe railed
her grateful hands to Heaven—

~ Yam mterrupted Dr. Evelin is at the
gatc he is come to my apartment, and de-
fites mc gxaccompany him to Lady Julia.

PR - We
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‘We found her ftill in a gentle fleep, com-
pofed as that of an infant ; we approached:
the bed; Dr. Evelin took her hand, he
ftood fome time looking on her with the
mott fixed attention, when, onmy expref-
fing my hopes from her fleep, ¢ Madam,”
faid'he, ¢ itis with horror I tell you, that
*“fleep will probably be her laft ; nature is
“ worn out, and feeks a momentary repofe
¢ before her laft dreadful ftruggle.”

Not able to bear this, 1 left the room. —
‘Bellville ! is it poffible ! Can Heaven thus
overwhelm with affliction, the. beft, - the
noblett of ig;ea_tures ? Shall the amiable,
the reverend pair, the bufinefs of whofs
lives has been to make others happy, be '
doomed in age to bear the fevereft of all
forrows ? to fee all their hopes blafted in-
one dreadful moment ? To believe this, -
is to blafpheme Providence. No, itismot
pofiible : Heaven will yet reftore her : look
down, O God of mercy -—-\

)Dr.
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‘Dr. Evelin ' is now with the wretched

parents, breaking to them the danger of - .

their child : I dread feeing them after this
interview ; yet he will not fure plunge
them at once into defpair.

She is awake ; I have been with her:

her looks are greatly changed : her lips
~ have a dying palenefs ; thereis a dimnefs in
her eyes which alarms me : fhe has defired
to fpeak a moment with Dr. Evelin ; fhe
would know how long he thinks it proba-
‘ble fhe may live.

Su: o'Clock.

Sbc is gone, Bellville, fhe is gone : thofe
lovely eyes are clofed in everlalting night.
-1 faw her die, I faw the laft breath quiver
onher lips ; fhe expired, almoft without
a pasg, in the arms of her diftradted

She
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She felt her approaching diffolution, of
which fhe had been warned, at her own
earneft requelt, by Dr. Evelin; fhe fum-
moned us all to her apartment; fhe em-
braced us with the moft affe&mg tendcr-
ternefs ; the called me to her, and, giving
roe her pi¢ture for Col. Mandeville, begged
me to tell him, the, who murdered- his fon,
died for him : entreated me to ftay fome
time at Belmont, to comfort her difconfo-
Jate parents; conjured Emily to be a child
to them, and never to let them mifs thexr
Julia.

She begged forgivenefs of her wretch-
ed | parents, for thc only inftance in. which
The had ever forgot her duty, and for
whxch fhe row fo feverely fuffered : entedt-
ed them to {ubmit to the hand of Heavsn,
and not give, way to immoderate afflicion ;
to conﬁder that, if they were about to lofe a
child, thoufands were at that moment fuf-
fering under the fame diftrefs; that death

was
Yy
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wvas the common portion of humanity, from
which youth was not more exempt than
age ; that their feparation was only tem-
porary, whilft their re-union would' be eter-
-nal : then, raifing her blamelefs hands,
prayed fervently to Heaven for them, im-
plored their laft blefling ; and, turning to her
.agonizing mother, fpeechlefs with excefs
of forrow, conjured her to reflett on the
paft goodnefs of Heaven, and the many
years of happinefs fhe had already patt with
the beft of men ; that this was the firft mif-
- fortune fhe had ever known ; then, embracing
her fondly, weeping on her neck, and
thanking her for all her goodnefs, prefled
sher to her bofom, and expired.

Let me draw a veil over the enfuing
feene, to which words cannot do juftice.
With difficulty have we forced Lady Bel-
mont from the body. I have left Emily
Howard with the venerable pair, whoie
forrow would melt the moft obdurate heart ;
fhe kneek by Lady Belmont, fhe attempts

0
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to fpeak, but tears ftop her utterance : the
wretched mother fees her not ; inattentive
to all but her grief, her eyes fixed on the
ground, ftupefaition and horror in her
look, fhe feems infenfible of all that paffes
around her. Sinking under his own diftrefs,
and unable to fupport the fight of hers, my
Lord is retired to his apartment. May
Heaven look with pity on them both, and
emable them to bear this blow to all their
hopes! '

Bellville | where are now all our gay
fchemes ? Where the circle of happy
friends ? ‘

How vain are the defigns of man ! un- 4
mindful of his tranfitory ftate, he kys plag ég
of pernganent felicity ; he fees the-pirplll”
of his heart ready to profper the air-drawn
building rifes, he watches it witha beatmg
heart, it touches the very point at which

- he aimed, the very fummit of imagined per-
5 . fettiom,




Lady JuriA MaNDEvILLE. 169

feCtion, when an unforefeen ftorm arifes,
and. the fmiling deceitful ftructure of hope
is dathed in one moment to . the ground.

<

Friday Morming. \:

Notan eye has been clofed thisnight ;

the whole houfe is a fcene of horror : the

Jervants glide up and down the apartments,

* wildnefs in their look, as if the laft day was
gome.

Scarce have we been able to keep lifein
Lady Belmont; (he afkseagerly for her child,
her Julia ; fhe conjures us to lead her to
her ; fhe will not believe her dead ; the ftarts
- up, and fancies the hears her voice : then,

" -recollefting the late dreadful fcene, lifts her
expoftulating hands to Heaven, and finks
mo;xonlcfs into the arms of her attend-
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Six o'Clock. :

Worn out by her long watchings, and
the violence of heremotions, Lady Bel-
mont is fallen into a flumber: it is now
two days and nights fince fhe has attempt-
ed reft. May that gracious God, who
alone has the power, calm and tranquillize
her mind!

" Eight o'Clock.

1 have been ftanding an hour looking
on the breathlefs body of my angel friend :
Jovely even in death, a ferene {mile fits on
that once charming face : her palenefs ex-
cepted, fhe looks as if in a tranquil fleep: .
Bellville, the is happy, ﬂ:e is now a faint in
Heaven.

How perfuafive is fuch apreacher! T
‘gaze on that once matchlefs form, and all
vanity dies within me : who was ever love- -
ly like her, yet fhe lies before me a clod of
fenfelefs clay. Thofe eyes, which once gave

2 © love
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love to-every beholder, are now robbed of
their living luftre ; that beauteous bofom is
cold as the marble on the filent tomb;
the rofes of thofe cheeks are faded ; thofe
vermillion lips, from whence truth and vir-
twe ever proceeded—Bellville, the ftarting
tears—I cannot go on

Look here, ye proud, and be humble!
which of you all can vie with her ? Youth,
health, beauty, birth, riches, all that men
call good were hers : all are now of no a.

vail ; virtue alonebids defiance tothe grave.

Great Heaven! Colonel Mandeville s
at the gate ; he knows not the cup of for-
row which awaits him ; he cannot yet have
received my Lord’s letter. He alights with
a {mile of tranfport; the exultation of hope
is in his air. Alas! how fqon to be de-
ftroyed! He comes to ‘attend the bridal-

>

Iz day
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day of his fon; he finds him a lifelefs
_corfe.

The fervants bring him this way ; they
leave to me the dreadful tatk—Bellville, I
cannot go through it.

I have feen the moft unhappy of fathers ;
I have followed him whither my heart
fhuddered to approach. Too foon informed
of his wretched fate, he fhot like light-
ning to the apartment of his fon; he kiffed
his pale lifelefs lips ; he. preffed his cold
hand to his bofom ; he . bathed it with a-
torrent of tears : then, looking round with
the dignity of affliction, waved his hand for
us all to retire. We have left him to weep
at liberty over the fon on whom his heart
doated, to enjoy alone and undifturbed the
dreadful banquet of defpair.

He has been now two hours alone with
the bodly ; not an attendant has dared to
intrude
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intrude on the facred rites of paternal
forrow. My Lord is this moment gone to

him, to give him a melancholy welcome
to Belmont. '

Great God! What a meeting ! How dif-
ferent from that which their fanguine hopes
had projeted | The bridal couch is the
bed of death!

Oh, Bellville!. but fhall prefumptious
man dare toarraign ;‘l}c ways of Heaven!
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To Colonel BeLLvILLE.

Tuespay Morning.

OUR letter, my dear Bellville, gave

me all the confolation it is poffible to
receive amidft fuch a fcene of wretchednefs
and defpair; the tender fympathy of pi-
tying friendfhip is the beft balm for every
WOC'

The delicacy with which yod decline
mentioning a fubje fo improper for the
time, would encreafe my efteem for you,
if that was poffible. I know the goodnefs,
the tender fenfibility of your heart, too
well to doubt your approving my refolu-
tion to give fix months to the memory of
my angelic friend, and the fad tafk of en-
- deavoring to foften the forrows of her pa-
rents, Her dying voice adjured me not

: to
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to leave them to their defpair: I will nor

forget the fad tafk-her friendfhip impofed.

\ .

The acrbny of Lady Belmont’s grief
begins to give place to a forrow more
cafonable,\thouch perhaps, not lefs ex-

Quifise. he violence of her emotions

ate ; fhe ftill weeps, but her air is morg
calm fhe raifes her eyes to Heaven, but
it i3 with a look of patient refignation,
which, whilt it melts my foul to behold,
gives me hqpes the will not fink under her
afflitions. |Lord Belmont ftruggles with
his own grief, left it thould encreafe hers’;
he attempts| to comfort her; he begs her,
with an irrefolute air, to confider the hand.
from whencg the ftrokeproceeded: unable to
go on, "his voice trembles; his bofom fwells
with unutterable anguifh; he rifes; hQ
leaves the room; the tears trickle down his*
reverend cheeks.

|  Thefey




176  The HISTORY of

Thefe, Bellville, thefe are the fcenes [
have perpetually before my eyes.

Colonel Mandeville indulges his forrow
alone ; thut up continually in bis apartment,
" “a prey to filent diftrefs, he feems to fly
from all hyman converfe : if entreated, he
joins ourfad party a moment; he enters
with a dejeted air, his eyes are bent ear-
neftly to the ground; he fits motionlefs,
inattentive, abforbed in reflexicn on his
own mifery: then ftarting up exclaims,
¢ All elfe I could have borne,” and retires
to give himfelf up to his defpair.

I am now convinced Emily Howard de-
ferved that preference Lady Julia gave her
over me in her heart, of which I once fo un-
jultly complained ; Ilament, I regret, but
am enough myfelf to reafon, to reflett;
Emily Howard can only weep.
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Far from being corfoled for the loty
of her lovely friend, by the profpect of in-
heriting Lord Belmont’s fortune, to which
after Colonel Mandeville fhe is intitled, fhe
feems incapable of tafting any good in life
without her. Every idea of happinefs her
gentle mind could form included Lady-—
Julia’s friendthip ; with her fthe wifhed to
fpend all her days; fhe was all to her ten-

der Emily ; without her fhe finds the world
a defart.

* She is changed beyond conception by her

grief, a gricf which has not a moment’s in<
termiffion : the almoft dying palenefs of

her cheeks is a witnefs of the excefs of her
afliGtion; yet this very palenefs has a thou- _
fand charms; her diftrefs has fomething -
in it unfpeakably lovely; adorned by for-

row, fhe puts me in mind of what Young
defcribes woman in general ;

"15 ' s« Se
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= ¢¢ So properly the objet of affli¢tion,
¢ That Heaven is pleafed to make diftrefs

¢« become her,
¢ And drefles her moft amiably in tears.”

TuEsoay Evening.

Bellville, I have been walking in a little
wildernefs of flowering fhrubs once pecu-
liarly happy in Lady Julia’s favor: there
is a rofe which I faw planted by hér hand;
it ftill flourithes in youthful bloom, whilft
. the, the faireft flower Heaven ever formed,

lies cropped by the cruel hand of Death.

What force has the imagination over
the fenfes ! How different is the whole face
of nature in my eyes! The once fmiling
fcene has a melancholy gloom, which ftrikes

"a damp through my inmoft foul: I look in
vain for thofe vivid beauties which once
charmed me; all beauty died with Lady
Julia.

In
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In this fpot, where we have fo often
walked together, I give way to all the vo-
Juptuoufnefs of forrow ; I recall thofe happy
days which are never toreturn; a thoufand
render ideas ruth on my memory ; I recol-
le&t thofe dear moments of confidence and
friendfhip engraved for ever on my heart;
I ©till hear the fweet accents of that voice,
ftill behold that matchlefs form; I fee her
" every moment before me, in all the play-
fulnefs of youth and innocence; I fee her
parents gazing on heras fhe paffes, with that

lively tranfport a parent only can know.

Tt was here her rifing bluthes firft difco-
“vered to me the fecret of her heart : it was
here the lovelieft of mankind firft implored
me to favor his paffion for my {weet friend.

13

Pleafed with the tender forrow which
poffefied all my foul, 1 determined to in-
dulge it to the utmoft; and, revolving in

my imagination the happy hours of chear-
' 16 -l
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ful friendfhip to which that {miling fcene
had been witnefs, prolonged my walk till
evening had, almoft unperceived, fpread
-Jts gloomy horrors round ; till the varied
tints of the flowers were loft in the deepening
fhades of night.

Awaking at once from the reverie in
which 1 had been plunged, I found myfclf
at a diftance from the houfe, juft entering
the little wood fo loved by my charming
friend; the every moment encreafing dark-

nefs gave an awful gloom to the trees; I
ftopped, 1 looked round, not a human
form was in fight ; I liftened and heard not

. a found but the trembling of fome pop-
Jars in the wood; I called, but the echo
.« of my own voice was the only anfwer I re-
“~ceived ; a dreary filence reigned around, a
terror 1 never felt before feized me, my
heart panted with timid apprchcnﬁon 3 I
breathed fhort, I ftarted at every leaf that
~moved; my lxmbs were covered with a
1 ) cold
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a cold dew; Ifancied I faw a thoufand airy
forms flit around me, 1 feemed to hear the
 fhrieks of the dead and dying ; there is no
defcribing my horrors.

At the moment when my fears had al-
moft deprived me of fenfe, I faw Colonel
Mandeville approach; 1 concealed from
him the terrors of my foul, left they fhould
- add to the forrow which confumed him:

he addrefifed me in a faltering voice, con-
du&ted me to the houfe almoft without
fpeakmg, and leading me into the faloon

Oh Bellville ! How fhall I defcribe
- what I felt on entering the room ?

Is not Death of itfelf fufficiently dread-
ful, that we thus clothe it in additional
terrors, by the horrid apparatus with which
we fuffer it to be attended ? The room was
hung with black, lighted up to fhow the
affeQting objets it contained, and in the
tmdﬁ in their coffins, the breathlefs bodies
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of the haplefs lovers: on a couch near
them, fupported by Emily’ Howard, the
- wretched mother wringing her hands in all. -
- the agony of defpair. Lord Belmont.
ftanding by the bodies, looking at them al-
ternately, weeping over his child, and.
raifing his defponding eyes to Heaven, be-
feeching the God of Mercy to relieve him-
from this load of mifery, and to putafpeedy.
period to that life which was now robbed
of all its happinefs.

I approached Lady Julia’s coffin, I gazed
eagerly on her angel countenance,” ferene
as that of a flgeping infant; 1 kiffed her

" lifelefs lips, which ftill wore the fmile of
innocence and peace. Bellville, may my
laft end be like hers ! May I meet her in
the regions of immortality ! Never fhall I _
forget her gentle virtues, or the delight

I found in her fnendfhxp

She




‘Lady Juiia MANDEVILLE. 183

She was wrapped in a loofe robe of white

~ fattin ¢ her head covered with a veil of

gaufe : the village maids, who laid herinthe

* coffin, had adorned herwith the frefheft flow-
ers; they ftood at an awful diftance, weep-
ing her hard fate and their own : they have"
- entréated to watch around her this night, -
and to bear her to-morrow. to the grave.

I had ftood fome time’ looking on the
dear remains of Lady -Julia, when Colonel
Mandeville took my hand, and leading me °
to the coffin in which his fon’s were depo-
fited; ¢ Lady Anne, faid he, you have for-
got yoyr ence favored friend, your once. -
gay, once lovely Harry ‘Mandeville. Be-
~ hold all that Death has left of the darling.
of a fond parent’s heart! The graces of v
‘that form are loft, thofe lips have cealed
to utter the generous fentiments of the -
nobleft heart which ever beat; but never

* will his varied perfetions be blotted from

the mmd of his father.”
I approac hed
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I approached the moft lovely of men ;-the
traces of forrow were vifible on his counten-
ance ; hedied in the moment when he heard_~
the happinefs ‘which had been vainly in- -
tended for him. My tears ftreamed afrefh
 when I beheld him, when I remembered
the fweet hours we had paffed together, the
gay fcenes which hope had painted to our
- hearts; I .wept over the friend I had fo

~ loved, I preffed his cold hand to mylips.

Bellville ! I am now accuftomed to
“horrors. :

. 'We have prevailed on the wretched
- parents to retire : Emily Howard and I,
have entreated to watch our angel friends
till midnight, and then leave them to the
village maids, to whom Lady Julia’s
. weeping attendants infift on being joingd.

I dread the rifing of tb-mdrrow ’s fun
he ¥as meant to hght us to happinefs.

Thurfday
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Thurfday Mormiag. .
Bellville ! this morning is come : this’
‘morning once {o ardently expeted : who

fhall ever dare\to fay, To-morrow I will be
happy ? \

At dawn of day we returned to the fa-
loon, we bid a laft adieu to the loved
- remains 3 my Lord- and Colonel Mande-
ville had been before us : they were going
to clofe the coffins, when Lady Belmont
burft wildly into the room ; fhe called ea-
gcr]y for her Julia, for theidol of her ago-
nizing foul : *¢ Let me once more behold
my child, let me. once more kifs thofe icy
lips: O Julia! thisday firft gave thee birth,
this day fond hope fet down for thy brid-
als, this day we refign thee to the grave!”

Overcome By the excefs of her forrow
the fainted into the arms of her woman ; we

took that opportumty to convey her from .
thxs
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th,is fcene of ‘terrors : her fenfes are not
yet returned. ) )

Thurfday E;/ening.

‘

‘What a day have I paffed ! may the
idea of it be ever blotted from my
-mind ! ‘

Nine o'clock. .

The fad proceflion begins ; thewholevillage
attend in tealy; they prefs to perfo{m the
laft melancholy duties ; .her fervants crowd
eagerly round ; they weep, they beat their
bofoms, they call on their angelic miftrefs,.
vt.héy kifs the pall that covers her breathlefs -
form. Borne by the youngeft of the village
maids — O Bellville ' never more thall T
" behold her! the lovelieft of her- fex, the-
friend on whom my heart doated — One:-
, ‘grave receives the haplefs lowers —

""“IheX‘
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They move on — far other proceffions — -
but who fhall refift the hand of heaven !

Emily Howard comes this way 3 fhe has |
left the wretched parents: there is"a wild--.
nefs in her air which chills my blood, fhe
wﬂl"behold Her friend onEe more, the pro-
pofes to meet,and j join the proceffion ; I em-
brace the offer with tranfport — the tranf-
port of enthufiattic forrow —

We have beheld the clofing fcene — Bell-
“wville, my heart is breaking — the pride .

of the world, the lovelieft pair that ever - B

breathed the vital air, are now cold and i in-
ammag in the grave,
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To Col. BerrviLLa..

~

SuNDlnr Morning.

Am juft come from chapel wjth Lady
‘A Belmont, who has been pouring out the
* “forrows of her foul to her Creator, with a
fervor of devotion which a mind like hers-

alone can feel+ when fhe approached the
feat once filled by Lady Julia, the tears
ftreamed inv oluntary down her cheeks ; fhe
wiped them away, fhe raifed her eyes to
Heaven, andfalling on her knees, witha
look of pious' refignation, feemed to facri-
fice her grief to her God, or at leaft to

. - fufpend the expreffion of it in his prefence.

Next Sunday fhe goes to the parith
“church, where the angelic pair are interred;
1 dread her feeing the vaul; yet think fhe
cannot too foon vifit every place which
- mu{’t renew the excefs of her affliction ; fhe

will
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will then, and not till then, find, by degrees,
the violence of her forrow fubfide, and give’

. way to that pleafing melancholy, that ten-

der regret, which, however ftrange it may

appear, is one of the moft charming fen-
fatlons of the human heart.

Whether it be that the mind abhors no-
thinglike a flate of ination, or from what-
ever caufe [ know not, but grief itfelf is
more agreeable to us thanindifference ; nay,
» if not too exquifite, is in the higheft degree

dehghtful -of which the pleafure we take
intragedy, or in talking of ourdead friends, is
aftriking proof ;-we with not to be cured of
what we feel on thefe occafions; the tears we
fhed are charming, we even indulgeinthem; -
Bellville, does not the very word indulge
fhew the fenfatlon to be pleafureable ?--

I have juft now a letter from my niece 3

- fheis in defpair at this dreadful event ; the

fees the amiable, the vencrable parents, .
whofe happinefs was the ardcnc wifhof ber °
. foul,
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foul, - and from whom fhe had received
every. proof of efteem and friendfhips re-
~duced to the extremeft mifery, by the hand
. .of him fhe loves : for ever excluded from
" Belmont, for everto theman obje& of hor-
ror, fhe feems to herfe]f guilty of their .
" wretchednefs, the feems to have ftruck the
fatal bIow R ) :

~ Since Mr. Man’d-cv-ille’aéach the has _
. left Lady Mary, whofe tears the fancied
- were redoubled at her fight. "

. . \
 ‘Noris fhe lefs wretched on Lord Mel-
vin’s account, -fhe is diftraed with her
terrors for hisJife ; whichis however fafe by.-
Mr. Mandeville’s generous care, who when
P expiring gave teftimony to his innocence.

You will oblige me by befgding of Lady
&tty to take hcr at prefentunder her pro-

- teftion: it ill fuits the dchcacy :of her fex.
.. and.birth to. remain in London - .alone
o e and'. .
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- end unconneted : with your amlable mo-
't’hcr, fhe cannot fail of being happy

* 1 had pei'fwadcd Lady Belmont to walk:
in the garden, the went with me, leaning:
6n my arm, when the door ‘being opened
the firft objed that ftruck her ﬁ0ht was
the pavillion raifed for the marriagé of her

-daughter, which none of us had thought
. of havirg removed.

She ftarted, fhe returned haftily to her
apartment, and throwing herfelf on a couch,
" gave a Joofe to all the anguifth of her foul.

Beilville, evcrybbje& {he meets will re~
mind her of the darling of her heart.

My Lord and Colonel Mandeville are
together, they are projetting a tomb for
their lovely children : a tomb worthy the
ardour of their own parental affetion ; wor-
: o perpetuate the memory of their vir-  °
tues,

\
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tues, their love, and their wretched fate.

How often fhall I vifit this tomb, how often

ftrow it with the {weeteft flowers |
Sunday Afternoon. -

As T pafied this moment through the
faloon, I went mechanically to the window
from whence we ufed to contemplate the
happy groups of villagers. Bellville, how.
was I ftruck with the change! not one of
the late joyous train appeared ; alf was a dif-
mal fcene of filent unfocial folitude : loft to

the idea of pleafure, all revere, all partake,
the forrows of their godlike benefattors :
with Lady Julia all joy has left the once
charming thades of Belmont.

Lord Fondville is gone paft with hxs
* bride, in all the fplendor of exulting tranf-
- port. Scarce can I forbear accufing Heaven ;
the worthlefs live and profper, the virtuous
“ fink untimely to the grave.

L J

My
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My Lord has ordered the pavillion to be
removed ; he will build an obelik on the
fpot where it fiood, on the fpot once dedi-
«cated to the happinefs of his child.

A f‘crawer has been to- dav at the parifh
church; enquiring for the grave of Mr.
Mandéville ; kis behawour thneffed the
mofk lively forzow : it can be no other than
Mr. Herbert. 1 have told this to my Lord,
who will write and afk him to Belmont,
that he may mix his tears with ours ; who-
ever loved Mr. Mandeville will be herea -

-moft welcome gueft.

Monday Morning.

1 have perfwaded Lady Belmont to go
out for an hour with me in my chariot this
morning : we- are. to go a private road,
where we are fiire of not feeing a human

being.” Adiey!

Voi, II, . i .'I.'c:
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“To thc Earl of BELMONT.

-

" MovusTt Msrviv,

Wioxesnay,

My Loxrp,

JF my regret for the late dreadful event,
A an event embittered by the circum-
‘ftances your laft letter communicated to me,
could receive any encreafe, it certainly muft
from the generous behaviour of Mr. Man-
deville, whofc care for my unhappy fon,
when expiring, is a proof his blood was
drawn from the fame fource as your Lord-
4hip’s. Yes, he:was indeed worthy the
‘happinefs you intended him, worthy the
“-honored name of Mandeville.

Relieved, by the noble condu&t of your
" lamented kinfman, from the fears I enter-
=tamed for my.fon’s life, my. forrow for . the

2 ‘miferies
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miferies he has occafioned, is only the more
. evere : I feel with unutterable anguith that
»m)Lancxent friend, the friend of my earlieft j
‘youth, is childlefs by the crime of him ﬂ
‘whe.owes his being to me: the blow hig
:hand unwillingly ftruck, has reached the
‘heart of the incomparable Lady Julia; I ‘
think of her angelic perfections of the un- -
timely fate which has robbed the world of
its lovelieft ornament, and almoft wift§

mever to have been a father. '

\‘ﬁ\ Lady Rochdale and Louifa are in tcars
‘by me; for ever excluded from Belmont,
“they look on themfelves-as exiles, though i
:at ‘home. The horrors of mind ‘under §
which my fon labors are: unutterable ; he
_entreats to fee Colonel Mandeville ; to ob-
tain his pardon for that involuntary crime, {
which has deftroyed all* the happmefs of

his hfe.

K2 Wil 3
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.~ Will you, my friend, once more admit
us? Allow us oae interview with yourfelf
and Colonel Mandeviilz? 1 afk no more,
nor will ever repeat the vifit: I could not’
fupport the fight of Lady Belmont.

- Iam, My Lorp,

~Your Lorpsuir’s mott faithful,
b}

—

.though wre;ﬁhed friend,

RocupALE,
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To the Earl of Rocupats.
Bsiuox'r, WEDNESDAY, -
&
My Lorp,

Onvinced Lord Melvin is more uns 4
fortunate than culpable, it would be'"f“
cruel to treat him as a criminal: I feel a
horror I' cannot conquer at the idea of eved
. receiving the vifit your Lordthip has pro- 3
pofed ; but, confcious of the injuftice of in- - 1
dulging it, I facrifice it to our antient friend=
thip, and only poftpone, not refufe, the
vific: I will ftruggle with the relutance of
my heart, to fee the guiltlefs author of my .. 3
mifery, as foon as he is publicly exculpated
from the crime he at prefent ftands charged
with : Colonel Mandeville muft appear as
:his accufer : wretched as his hand has made
me, juftice obliges me to bear witnefs to
his innocence : Lady Anne Wilmot, . who
K3 was

)
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was prefent at Mr. Mandeville’s dying . de..
claration, is ready to confirm my evidence:
B Lord Melvin therefore has nething to fear..
¥ The trial once paft, I will endeavor to pre-
. -vail on Colonel Mandeville and Lady Bel-
i mont, to make the fame painful facrifice to.
_ friendfhip, to which.time and reafon will, I~
¢ hope, perfe&tly reconcile us ; but your Iiord«
f  thip will, on 2. moment’s reflexion, be con=
winced that, till this is-paft, it would be ine.
s dccent in me to fee Lord Melvin.
A 2
" 'We are oreatly obliged to Lady Roch- -
“dale and Lady Louifas. the time of- whof'c
vifit their-own politenefs-and fenfibility will:
regulate; it is a fevere addition to my.
wretchednefs, that the family of my. mench;
s fo fatally involved in'it.

. ©h, Lord Rochdale ! you are a father,. -
" and can pity us: you can judge the an-
. guifh to which we muft ever be a prey ;.
'_r[ never morg thall we know a chearful hour ;
~ C our
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our loft child will be ever at our hearts

when I remember her filial fweetnefs, her. ".’

angel wrmes, her- matehlefs perfeGtions —-
'the only view we had in life was to fee her
~ . happy : that is paft, and all is now-a dreary.
‘wild before us ; time may blunt the keen:
edge of. forrow, .and enable us to bear the-
load of life with: patience ; but never maﬂ:
we hope the return of - peace. .

The-ihortnefs of life, .and the confidera~-
tion how much of our own is--paﬁt, are the - -
only confolations we can receive : ‘it cannot-

be long before we rejoin our beloved. chdd.. -
we have:only to pray for that ardently ex--  j

pected hour which will re-unite us’to alk-
we love. '

Why will man lay fchemes of laﬁmga
felicity ? By an over-folicitude to continue:-
my family and name, and fecure the hap-
pinefs of my child, I have \gﬂefeatcd my~
own purpofc, and fatally.deftroyed both.

K.g: Humblc&-
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Humbled in the duft, I confefs the hand
of Heaven: the pride of birth, the gran-

.deur_of ‘my “houfz, had too great a fhare.
in my refolves !

" Ch, my friend! but I confider the hand
: ‘,:whxch directed the blow, and fubmit te the
- W1ll of my God.

Tam, &c.

- Brimonm, -
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To Colonel BELLVILLE,

BeimoxT, Sunday Morning.

AM defired by my Lord to atk you
hither, and to beg you will bring my
~ niece with you. Lady Belmont joins in
the requett ; her noblenefs of fentiment has
conquered the reluctance fhe had to fee her;
- {he has even promifed to endeavor to bear
" the fight of Lord Melvin, but I fear thig:
js more than is in her power; fhe fainted
when the requeft was firft made. Lady.
‘Mary is expected here this evening.

Bellville, you are coming toBelmont, once
the fmiling paradice of fnendf‘np, Alas!
how changed from that once happy abode
* Where are thofcblamelefs pleafures, thatcon-

.vivialjoy,t hofefwectfo lies, which once cavz- -

fuch charms to this place ? For ever gone,.

for & 9§
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for ever. changed to a gloomy fadnefs, fop-
ever.buried with Lady Julia.

Lady Béimont ftruggles nobly with her
grief ; fhe has confented to fee her friends, .
to fee all who will hear her talk of het.

- chiikt: - a tender-melancholy has taken plac
- of.thofe - horrors, which it.was: lmpoﬂible.
long to fupport-and lxvc.

C{olo'ncl Mandeville.is to ftay at Belmont; -
they are to indulge in all the voluptuouf--
7 nefs of forrow; they are to fit all day and -
/, ¥ralk of their matchlefs children, and count.
the hours till they follow them to.the grave.-
. They have invited all- who will join in tears
with them; the coach is gone to-day for .
Mr: and Mrss. Herbert.

Emily Howard and I bend our whole
thoughts-to find out means to foften their.
- - forrows ;. I hope mueh from your conver--. .
’ Tauon, .and the:endearing fenfibility of your-,
' fouls .
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fou¥; it is not by refifting, but by footh-

ing grief, that we rnuﬁ: ‘heal the wounded'.
lwar t.

There is one pleafure to which they cam:
never be infenfible, the pleafure. of reliev-
ing the miferies of others : to divert their-
attention from the fad.objeéts which now--
engrofs them, we muft find out the. retreats-
of wretchednefs ;" we:muft point.out diftrefs,
which it is in their poﬁwer-.m alleviate. .

Oh, Bellville ! But in vain does the pride-
of human wifdom feek to explore thecoun- *
fels -of the Moft High ! Certain of the-pa--
ternal care of our Creator, . our part is fuh-. '
miffion to his waL ’
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