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Communism,’

Infantile Disorder.”

By N. Lenin.
B - HE latest work to hand by Nicolai Lenin, the
T Russian Premier, is the already much dis
cussed pamphlet “Left Wing” Communism,
An Infantile Disorder.”* It is particularly ad-
dressed to the German and British proletarian move-
ment, but is scarcely of less interest tp that move-
ment m other countries, even when their special
» conditions differ considerably from that of the Ger-
man and British. Lenin’s effort is intended as a
corrective in these circles, ‘where a religious faith
prevails in the universal applicability of certain
formulas and principles, or where revolutionary
emotion takes the place of qbjective reasoning bas-
ed on the observable facts of any concrete social
situation.

1 apend the table of contents of the pamphlet as
being a more sasisfactory indicafion of the questions
opened up than this review will furnish. My in-
“tention is mainly to attempt to depict what I con-
ceive to be Lenin's philosophical attitude and meth-
od of approach to the problems of the revolutionary
movement. As well as I can I shall set up Lenin’s
attitude and method as a standardto which readers
May compare or contrast their own, which compari-
son peradventure, may be the shortest way round
for some of us to see the error of our ways. For
after all, the standard of judgnient or point of view
we hold is of decisive influence on the nature of the
opinions we form upon any matter, and is also main-
ly responsible for the disagreements amongst us.
Just as with primitive man who imputed to all ob-
jects in nature animate and inanimate, life and
desires and passions like his own, so human beings
today are perforce bound/to approach any subject
with mental prepossessions. All of which means
that if ' you wish to understand how Lenin arrives
at his conclusions you must see through Lenin’s
eyes, ie., you must understand his mental attitude
and method of approach to the questions he dis-
cusses. An understanding of Lenin in that respect

" 18 relatively. easy when reading his work, if not so
easy for an indifferent scribe to set down on paper,
for Lenin wears-his heart on his sleeve in respect of
his science and philosophy Lenin is preeminently
a philosopher, a student of history and of science
and the sciefific method. He is a philosopher, not
dn the bad old sense of the “fixity” of things of
classical philosophy, but in the modern scientific
sense that sees that the values of life cousist in

- growth and development. In the work I am review-
ing, his facts and his arguments, pro and con, are

- cartied along, lifted up in the full tide of his phil-

" osophy of life, and his scientific objective method is

alwiys apparent, even vialently so, and to hand. His

" is.an objective practical mind, conscious of itself as
.- such, and, swhile valning the subjective_power of the
- mind for making useful abstractions and generaliz-

_ing dormulas out of the many ‘coacrete things. he
 huea dogmatic faith in the necessity of
: 2ty :

command which he has not. So far as his objective

logic is concerned, as he understands the facts of the

situation, it is masterly.

Lenin is unsparing with his rod of iron en those
who permit emotion; or the “purely” intellectual
subjective processes of the mind to work out “fix-
ed” universal formulas of action, idols of their own
making. 1o be rigidly followed no matter what the
fluid and changing conditions of distinctly different
concrete social situations may be. The attractions
and dangers of fixed formulas are that they tend to
act as substitutes for observation and thought ; on
the other hand, the objective method entails constant
observation and thought and possitle change in
tactics.

In the active political life of mass movements and
the disposition of parties this leads to “daring”
tactics and to walking on the thin ice of opportun-
ism. Lenin distinguishes between the compromise
of the patriotic Socialists with the bourgeoisie dur-
ing the. war, which Was treachery to the working
class, and compromise such as the Bolsheviks made
18 signing the treaty with the Germans at Brest
Litovsk in order to preserve the gains of the Rus-
sian revolution. He also gives many other instanc-
es when, he says, the Bolsheviks compromised with
advantage by forming temporary alliances with op
posing parties, both before and after the October
revolution. Whether the political developments in
other countries, and the strength in numbers and
understanding of the Communist movement in
them, warrant the Communist parties adopting
those tactics, as is urged upon them by Lenin, is a
matter so gravely in question that the Communist
movements in Germany and Britain are split over
the matter. - In any event, whatever of significance
the history of the Russian movement holds for them,
the primary deciding factors should be the condi-
tions $pecial tb their own countries.

Lenin attacks the'“Left’ 'Communists of Germany
for their tactics in leaving the old conservative
trade unions, their advocacy of “non-participation in
parliamentary activities,” and of “no comprormise,”
also for making a distinction between “leaders and
masses.” To Lenin, trades unions, parliaments,
compromise and-leaders are instruments to be made
use of as occasion requires in the interests of the
revolution. %

Quoting statistics as to the rapid growth of mem-
bership in trade unions, he says that they are just
the organizations where the masses are to be found
and to fear their conservatism “and try to avoid it,
to jump over it . . . . indicates a lack of confidence
in the role of the proletarian vanguard to train,
educate and enlighten, to enthuse with new life, the
most backward groups and masses of the working
class and the peasantry. . . . . For the whole of the
Communist problem is to be able to convince the
backward, to work in their midst and not to set up a

history is reckoned by decades. Ten or twenty years

sooner or later . . . . from the point of view of world

history it is a trifle. But this is just why it is 2

crying theoretical mistake to refer, in questions of

practical politics, to the world-historical scale. . ois

How 1s it possible to say the ‘parliament is worn

out,” when millions of proletarians not only stand

up for parliamentarism generally, but are directly *

counter-revolutionary? . . . . It is evident that the

‘Left’ in Germany have mistaken their desire, their

ideo-political attitude, for objective reality. .This is
the most dangerous error which can be made by
revolutionaries.” Elsewhere, he says: “They (the
‘Left’ in general- “ _ naively mistake the subjec-
tive ‘denial’ of a reactionary institution for its de-
Struction in reality by the united forces of a whole
series of objective factors Particieation in par-
liamentary elections and the struggle on the parlia-
mentary platform is obligatory fof’ the party of the
revolutionary proletariat, jast for the purpese of
educating the backward masses of its own class, just
u order to awake and enlighten the undeveloped,
down-trodden, ignorant masses. Just so long as
vou are unable to disperse the bourgeois parliament
and other reactionary institutions, you are bound
to work inside them, and for the very reason that
there are still workmen within them being made
fools of “Tactics,” he says, “should be con-
structed on a sober and strictly objective consid-
eration of the forces of a given country (and of the,
countries surrounding it, and of all cousntries, on a
world scale), as well as on an evaluation of the ex-
perience of other revolutionary movements . . _ ”V
He points to Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Lieb-
knecht in Germany, and Z Hoglund in Sweden, as
examples of a truly revolutionary utilization of re-
actionary parliaments ,and sees no reasan, with the
growth of the revolutionary masses, why a commun-
ist faction could not be hammered out in parkia-
ment to carry on a stubborn struggle to expose, dis-
pose and overcome the bourgeois-democratic illu-
sions held by the backward masses-of the workers
and peasantry. In this chapter he gives a short but
graphic history of Bolshevik parliamentary activity
to illustrate his argument for parliamentary activ-
ity ; as indeed he does on any phase of Bolshevik ac-
tivity as it bears on the subject of each chapter, so
that the book is valuable for its historical contents
and dissertations on the revolutionary struggles in
Russia.

In regard to the “Left” slogan of “down with
the leaders,” Lenin gives several pages of serious
comsideration to it, including with it an explanation
why he thinks it is necessary, even after the revolu-
tion, for a length of time determined by the disap-
pearance of the corrupting influence of petit-bour-
geois ideas, for a2 Communist party to act as the
political vanguard of the proletarian masses. This -
party leadership question, however, is I think' with
us in Canada, a remote one. In ong' passage he
makes fun of the slogan as it, relates. to_individual
leaders as follows: “It is especially comical .that in-
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W d;nge in the Parties tactics to produce
- reasons for so doing. (1) In telling us_how affilia-
. tion will benefit the Socialist Party of Canada or
. assist the movement in Canada; (2) increase our
* propaganda; (3)‘Mgke us more revolutionary, and
(4) prove that the present conditions warrant a
“- -change in tactics.
"~ In stating the posmon of Local Winnipeg No. 3
upon this question, it is necessary to correct false
_impressions, (1) of those within our ranks remind
ing them that there is room within the Socialist
movement for analysis and criticism or parties and
_ individuals, without the -assumption that he who
. dares to criticise s a trditor‘to the movement. Re-
minding them also that there is a vital difference
between the critic and the individual who uses his
knowledge for personal gain. The charge of moral
" acowardice is another feature that can be avoided;
(2) the false 1mptessons that are being circulated
by the “kept press” regarding our decision of non-
affiliation (as they are also using the decisions that
have been reached by the many political working-
°lass organizations in Europe) namely, as propa-
ganda against the Bolsheviki, against whom much
nk has been used in fabricating stories and misre-
presentating facts. The Socialist movement can
solve its own differences without the advice of the
capitalist press and without the need of its assist-
 ance, cither in “explaining’ ’our philosophy, or dis-
*. torting the differenees arising from tactics.

The working-class movement the world over is
undoubtedly - stimulated by the measure of success
that has been attaimed by the Russian workers, and
differences that arise with regard to tactics in gain-
ing comtrol, are far from being in opposition to the
Bolsheviki, or antagenistic to the Third Internation-
al; but arise out of the differences in the class-con-
sciousness of the kers in other lands, in rclation
to the power of their capitalist masters.

The first clause in the conditions for affiliation
says: “The dictatorship of the preletariat must not
be spoken of simply as a well learnt formula, ett
What does this mean? The dictatorship of the pro-
letariat must be propagated as an object to be ob-
tained, notwithstanding that in the highly organized
u_:d industrialized countries, when the workerssgain
control, the period necessary in the elimination of
the capitalist class may be of a short duration! A
passing phase, and not a long drawn out struggie
compared to the common ownership and the demo-
cratic control of the means of wealth production and
distribution.. If this is so, then how illogical it is,
to teach the dictatership of the proletariat, or speak

: of #, not merely as a well learnt formula.
= The dictatorship of the proletariat is a phrase
' that is used in two ways: first, as a dictatorship of
the workers as a vast majority, and, secondly, 2
_ dictatorship of a small minority who belong to 2
~small party controlling in the interests of the work-
ers. As used by some “Reds” it implies that by di-
tect action on the part of a small but class-conscious
minority it is possible to gain control in a highly
developed capitalist state, with its army and navy
and its perfected instruments of coercion. This
shows the need for a clear understanding of the
i meaning of words and constantly repeating the
= meaning implied.
o That the tacifes of the Third International are
highly colored-by pre-revolutionary Russian condi-
tions is clearly shown, whether as applied to the ag-
rarian programme or the advelicy of militant de-
monstrations of the masses in the cities. The suc-
cess of the mevement mRumhupmdpeedthe

e F1L14 it was overthrown later by force of the allied pow-
Pt ""J (M) re-opens in a new and unproved ers.

idea that similar methods are inevitable to the eman-
Wﬂtlrﬁ&kmindiﬂ’umm of the
* 3 wodd.uw*dﬂ\emdﬂmﬂl W,ﬂ!}pm—

“of C. and the Third International

While the Third International urges the use of
parliamentary action, yet it is considered of second-
ary_importance to the development of mass-action
in the form of insurrections, strikes, and open civil
war. The position of the S. P. of C., being a polit-
ical party, educational in character, is that it uses
the parliamentary institutions existing, for educa-
tional purposes, development of class-consciousness,
etc. This position has been maintained by the real-
jation that the means that will be adopted by the
workers in their emancipation will depend upon the
measure of class-consciousness combined with the
intensity of their conditions. There is yet much
spade work to be done by a Socialist organization, in
the making of Socialists, in the spreading of know-
ledge, as the best means of protecting the Russian
revolution, and in changing the system under which
we live.

While the Third International has laid down the
ruling of rupture with reformism, centrism, social
pacificism, etc., and the need of such a clause pre-
supposes advances to organiations of doubtful re-
Volutionary character, yet the Executive Commit-,
tee of the Third International have allowed non-re-
volutionary bodies to affiliate. The late John Reed
in am article printed by the “Workers Dreadnought”
January lst, tells us that the last convention of the
Third International had delegates from all parts
of the world. It reads as follows:—

“German Spartacists, Spanish Syndicalsts,
American I. W. W., Hungarian Soviet and Red
Army Leaders, British Shop-Stewards, and
Clyde Workers Committees, Dutch Transport
Workess, Hindu, Korean, Chinese and Persian
Insurrectionists, Irishmen, Sinn Feiners and
Communist,—Argentinian Dockers, Australian
Wobblies. All these people were not clear on
Communism, they had violently divergent ideas
about the dictatorship of the proletariat, parlia-
mentarism, the need for a political party, but
they were welcomed as brothers in revolution
as the best fighters of the working-class, as
comrades that were willing to die for the over-
throw of capitabism.”

What a mixture of ideas. And the problem is,

having strict rules and regulations, how 1s it possi-
ble to bind such a conglomeration of .ideas into a
cohesive force The mixture of ideas presupposes
breadth and latitude in rules and regulations, which,
if not allowed, a2 condition will arise to further splits
and confusion, or another Second "International.

To fully elaborate upon all the objections to affil-
iation would take both time and space. So, for the
present we will condense same into the form of re-
solutions that have been passed by Winnipeg Local
No. 3:

REASONS FOR NON-AFFILIATION WITH
THE THIRD INTERNATIONAL OF
MOSCOw.

(1) The Dictatorship of the Proletariat should not
be advocated as an object, when in highly devel-
oped capitalist countries its duration may be short-
lived.

(2) That the Third International Executive
Committee have allowed non-revolutionary bodies
to affiliate.

(3) That the tactics laidd down as a whole are
largely Russian in character, drawn up for the spec-
ific purpose of dealing with countries that are in
open civil war. This conditipn does not apply to
either the U. S. A. or Canada.

(4) That“to support all Lberation movements in
the colonies, is a of boyrgeois natienalism,
and is not the business of Reyolutionary Socialism.

(5) To adopt tactics, advocating: rupture with
mecessary to a party based on the fundamental know-

the Sodialist Party of C

bﬂww

which parhamenlary action shogld begsed. -

tion, in which avenues such as the use of parlia-

ledge of the Revolatiomary MMM

(7y That any minority action would be illegll.
necessarily resulting in an underground organiza-

mentary action, in elections, open forum meeum
use of the mails, would be demed us, therefore limit-
ing our educational facilities in reaclling the masses.

(8) That world tactics to overthrow world Im-

perialism in which latitnde would be given, to the s Fos,

varying political and ecomomic conditions prcvall-
ing in each country, could only result from a well
organized cohesive body, representative of dele-
gates clected from the revolutionary organizations

of the different countries, with a thorough know-
ledge of the conditions prevailing.

(9) That the agrarian programme is not compat-
ible with highly developed countries where the
Socialization of the land may be accomplished sim-
ultaneously with the socialization of industry.

WINNIPEG LOCAL No. 3.
LETTER
Comrade Editor: /

In 1917, when from tortured Russia the news came
that the working class there had accomplished the
overthrow of their masters, we of the S. P. of C.
were thrilled. We drank deep in the wine of our «
Russian comrades achievement, and since, as cach
successive assault of enraged capitalism failed to %
shake the wall of proletarian knowledge and cour-
age, we have gloried in that failure.

That was the psychological effect of the Russian
revolution, and the value to the struggling workers
of the world cannot be overestimated.

Nevertheless, we must not allow enthusiasm to
outstrip reason, and in this proposal to join the
Third International, Comrade Editor, we are fall-
ing into the error against which Comrade Lenin has
warned us, mamely,
anyrate, the sponsors of this proposal seem to have
accepted a dictum which reads:'If it is good enough

for the Bolsheviki, it must be good cnough for the

S Foof it

Comrade Kaplan, in his letter opening the discus-
sion, places before your readers three main objec-
tions to joining, and then proceeds to sweep them
airily aside, thus: “Sooner or later it will be neces-

copying-the Bolsheviki. At 4

sary to proclaim the internal solidarity of the inter-
national mqvement.”

Now, I might ask, since when have the spokes-
men or press of the S. P. of C. ceased to proclaim
an identity of interests and ideas with the Marxists
of the world?

Further, there are groups affiliated with the Third
International whose ideas and interests are diamet-
rically opposed to the interests of the working class.
From the article entitled “The World Congress of
the Communist International,” by the late joba

Reed, we find the congress was composed of German 13
\parlacnsts Spanish Syndicalists, American L W. %

, Hungarian Soviet and Red Army leaders, Brit-

l\h Shop Stewards, Clyde Workers Committees,
Dutch Transport Workers, Hindu, Korean, Chinese
and Persian insurrectionists, Argentine Dockers,
Australiagn I. W. W. ®

All these people were not clear on Communism.
They had violently divergent ideas about the Diséa-
torship of the Proletariat, Parliamentarism, the need
for a political party, but they were welcomed as
brothers in revolution, as the best fighters of the
working class, as comrades who were willing to die -
for the overthrow of capitalism. >

Even the wmamdmm Sek s
as comrades. The Glasgow Communist Grouwp in
its platfoym -suspends. its suppest of the Third In-
tm'ﬂ-ﬁ m.ﬂ:hﬂyqﬁm :
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WESTERN CLARION

HE Council of Reparation is tardily follow-
lowing tne world along the lightless path o:
progrez:. 1t nas, at long last, discovered th=
ul b of the trite tut homely axiom: that “all that
/gastens yelow am't pold.” The index of that dis-
‘ covery is the now historic " 42 year mstalment
s-helre.” TTme was when we entertained the opin
Zos( that the portly and gifted gentlemen of the
Council would have ‘arived” sooner. Well, per

naps three weary years is none too long for the con-
<.mation of such a task—from their pom( of view.

Bu‘ now that the c¢rusted. nut is froken, we fear,
that
other discovery: that the kernel will not be so lus-

in due time

the elderly ones will make an

cious as was anticipated. Indeed, one might al
most imagine our Solons are faintly apprehensive ol
such «n eventuiation. So néarly are they approach
iug reality.  And, in spite of many disappointments,
we still have hopes—even of the capitahsts. (I sigh
1o think what unkindly remarks this may occasion.)

“.evertheless, this 42 yedrs scheme is the best de
vice the circumstances will allow. For, if it were
possible for the capitalist class to act together, to
sink individual and international differences for yet

2 att.e longer, it might play Falstaff to bounteous
profit. Oh, fateful “if.” Im~this verdancy of “or
1iginal sin,” how hardly can we escape the law.

it reparations are to be paid at all, clearly they
cannot be paid in gold. Payment then, must be in
commodities. And with a ©0 per cent. (or more) de-
crease in German exthange, what a mighty volume
ol commodities is connoted in the new bill of re
parations. But commeditieg, unlike parliamentary
oratory, are_not of the fabric of the summer at-
mosphere. They require the solid substitution of
natural resources. And if world resources in such
vast amount are to pass into the “Fatherland,”
clearly, the “hunnish Hun,” in defeat (?) will place
the heavy vokd of dominion updn our democratic
institution. Furthermore, if “German sausage” 1s
to enter the world market in volume, as indicated
by reparations, surely must alhed industry perish,
i.e., the ownership th~r-~* How then?

Why, dilution. That is the new Christ of capit
alist salvation. "Let such and such amount be care
fally filtered into German domain, and let it Teturn
to the market,—manufactured with the speed of
cheapness, beloved of capital,—in accordance with
the formulae of absorption. Then, presto, is the
trick turned. The juicy fruits-of exploitation, thar
once accrued to the “unspeakable” Prussian, are now
diverted into channels of allied (principally British)
benevolence ; home industries are not disrupted by
clogging over-supply ; the “free” workers are keps
(as a class) just on the bread line, yet above the
pernicious -influence of “red agitation,” labor mis-
representators may indulge in the gymnastics ol
réform: and democracy, childhike, may sweetly
shumber under the shadow of the Jack and the soar
.ng cagle. But alack, the forementioned, originai
sin.

It isthe misfortune of capital that it cannot move,
even in its own defence, except on a percentage.
1ike Shylock and Holy Willie, it puts the first quo-
tation on the shekel—invariably. And it is now
finding that if “money talks,” accumulated per cent-

rends the earth with its violence. For the per-
pétuation of profit, the warring rations were forced
1o the qmcksands of umlimited credit: in reaction,
uhlimited credit is mow forcing capital 3o the su-

preme sacrifice of profit. For credit is not liquid ; i

is not the virility of real weatth. It is a draft on
t3merrow, a mortgage on future production, and in-
volves the continwance of slaves in their slavery.
But wage-slavery is entirely dependent or market
txpnuon, yet, conversely, the market cannot ex-
nd,  because praductivity bad machimery have
:‘:olﬁhed the purchasing power of wage slavery.
'/l!awe. when the stakes are greater than available
- there-ean be-but the bursting of the bub-
hat’ s “the position of sodiety tdday King

omdunhnaen-ntonthqmﬂ

ist society is to continue its existence. It is the en
deavor to lay the foundation for repayments to re
tain and control the promised—or visioned—wealth
for which the war was fought; that is the cause.of
the psvchical acrobatics of the Economic Council.
To pay, every nation must secure a vaster market,
production must be speeded up, output per unit
ca: ¢d. mass value lessened, to the end that mo-e
cosnmodities be sent out than are taken in

Dut restriction placed on Gcrmax:rcntrcpreneun
boomerang on the allies; they react on allied busi
ness.  I'or the market of the world 1s the nations of
thie wor.d themselves, and if expansion to the ut
most !imit is'required, the utmost limit of individual
capacity is implied. In totality, eventually, thev
can onlv. send abroad to each other exactly what

ey import from each other. They cannot all ex
port more, and import less. They may redisfrib
ute the market of the world, “ut they cannot in
cave the market of the world. And in proportior

s competition cheapens production, increases pro
ductive canacity, and reduces wages, in just that
nroportion i~ the effective market diminished. And
furthersore, in the same mauner as the competition
of indi-idual capitalist groups eliminates the less
cfiective and smaller capitalists, so the =i mpetii on
of giant imperialisms, for world dominion, complete-
v disso'ves 1he political individuality of the small
nations trans‘orming them into hand-maidens, and
scrvitors o. amperial profit.

The scheme of reparation 1~ olves the vassalage
ot Ceatral Euro; Bt to bid Centrair Europe o
the chariot wheels of allied high finance is an im
poesibility, Hecause 1t delimite ~he profi.z by which
alone capital exists And the further ad valorem
on German exports would act as the E. P. D. did
in Britain=put a brake on production. To restore
Central’ Europe means ithe restoration of its com-
merce. the par evaluation of its exchange. In turn
this implies freedom of world resources and the
cancellation of war spoils and obligations. Byt to
renounce those things, the objective of the world_
war—is to denounce capital.

The plain fact is, that just as industral capital dis
placed the old trading merchant, so now Imperial
finance is supplanting the industrial capitalist. But
that is the closing act of capitalist society. For
society can dispense with finance ,but not with ing
dustry. It can live without gold, but not without
goods. and ¥ the production of necessities is thus
strangled in the grip of finance, society, out of its
dire necessity will find a means, swift and effective,
of loosening that grip. So far as the ruling class 1s
concerned, history is written in vain. Like the Bour
bons it learns nothing. It thinks it 1s a law unto
itself. Nevertheless, its end is in sight. The econ
omic of the machine moves steadily on to its chim-
ax, dispassionately irresistible as the flowing tide in
the wake of its necessity.

It 1s this direct contradiction between the neces
sity of world capital for greater production, and the
necessity of individual capital for less production,
that now invelves the world in crisis and stagnation
It is this contradiction that compels Imperialism to
sacrifice immediate gain for future interest. DBut
the sacrifice of the present for the future carries
with it the sacrifice of the lesser interests, the smal-
er capitals, the struggling business. It means the
centralizing of capital—of the means of production—
into a few all-powerful combines, the reduction of
the social life standard, the lessening of the num-
ber of actual producers, and at the same time the
increase of the parasitical hangers on. And gener-
alfy. it means that the proletarniat, in the very near
future, will be confronted with the alternative of
war for the profit of the master class—or, the taking
of the means of production for society.

What Europe is now,—a broken, bankrupt amd
disménbered hulk, staggering in the throes of un-
recognized revolution, suppressed and bound by
every device of reactionary and political-domination,
is an gbject lessonof import as dread to our masters
as it is bitter to suffering Europe. The black night
that has fallen there must redct here and work out
the tonditiots, acceleratéd by locil reactions, whence

eparations

‘capitalists will act. They will stick at notning 10;

cracy on earth I'o save themselves the American,
preserve their “rights”—and théy will act prowpu,.:
I'heir one way of escape—temporary though it be,—
1s war. Iow that challenge will be met, who cau
say? R.

——:0:

THE S. P. OF C. AND THE THIRD
INTERNATIONAL
(Continued from page 2)

Again, Comrade Kaplan says: “The moral eifec.
of such an avowal at this crisis, would more taan
compensate for possible, though by no means ce:-
tain, repression.” What crisis, in so far as tae
working class are concerned! The only crisis they
understand at present is the scarcity of jobs. Lhc
same error appears in clause 3 of the “Lheses,

where it states that the class struggle is entering tue
phase of civil war.

The facts are well known. The wotkers both
here and in America are voting for capitalism, sup-
porting capitalist institutions and accepting wagc
reductions with scarcely a murmur.

Finaly, in clause 3 of the “Theses” we are told
that we must “create everywhere a parallel illegal
apparatus.”

N. Lenin is very emphatic regarding this illegal
apparatus. In section 12 of the “Theses” (Note¥)
it says: “For all countnies, even for the most free,
legal’ and “peaceful’ ones in the sense of a lesser
acuteness in the class struggle, the period has ar-
rived when it has become absolutely necessary for
every Commurdist Party to undertake systematic-
ally both legal and illegal work, legal and illegal
organization.” Quite suffictent to put a banket on
the activities of the S. P. of C.

\s Comrade Kaplan asks for the whole-hearted
support of the Bolsheviki, let me endorse that view,
and to say further, the only support we are in a pos-
ition to give them is the making ofSocialists within
our sphere of influence, and 1m my opinion, joining
the Third International is one way of delaying that.

S0 let us cease basking in the sunshine of our
Russian Comrades victory and get on with the bus-
iness of educating our class to an understanding of

Marxian Socialism

CHARLES STEWART.

*Editors Note: This is a quotation, not from the

['heses” outhning the conditions of affihation to
the Third International, but from section 12 of “The
Fundamental Tasks of the Communist Internation
al,” by N. Lenin, adopted by the Second Congress o
the Third International

— ) S ————

SOVIET NEWS ITEMS
Moscow, Jan. 16th (Rosta Vienna).—The funera
of the well-known Russian chemist Karpov ma
have caused the counter-revolutionaries to belie
that Lenin was dead, because about 10 years ag
[.enin used the pseudonym of Karpov.
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QUESTIONS OF INTERNATIONAL
AFFILIATION.

The question of Third International affiliation
and its discussion among our members brings to us
~ many enquiries, much comment, and general evid-
ence of widespread interest. In some of the Party
* Jocals the discussion is still proceeding, in some the
_ discussion has reached the conclusion of the eigh-

“ ¢ teen points, while in others it appears to have hard-

Iy emerged from the initial stages. Local Van
" couver members have exhaustively examined the
terms of affiliation clause by clause, reaching the
end of the “Theses’ ’at their last meeting. Local
Winnipeg No. 3 appear to have concluded their ar-
gument as their contribution, published in another
column in this issue will show. We hope to be
able to publish the views of the minority section of
Local Winnipeg on this question, and shall do so
if they will send their point of view on the question
to us, which they have not yet done. We do not
know how far the discussion has proceeded in Vic-
toria and Edmonton. Local Calgary appear to be
half way through the “Theses.”

The following letter requesting information on the
questions stated brings out several points that some
members are perhaps unacquainted with, and wé
shall answer those questions that we are able to
deal with in this column without prejudice to the
question at issue, leaving the others to our contrib-
utors. .

Calgary, Alta,,
February 10th, 1921
Editor, Clanon:
Would like information on following poirts,
cither editorially or through your contributors

(1) The number of conditions for affiliation
with the Third International as submitted to
French, German and Latvian parties was 21.
The “Clarion” published 18. What are the
others?

2 \Nha:nfrovision is there for the enforce
ment of conditions other than the submission
of programmes to congress? Or are they on
the other hand a series of recommendations to
be carried out as our inclinations suggest and
circumstances permit?

(3) What need for or advantage is there ir
atfiliation with any European party? In what
way as a matter of organization does it enable
us to work more eficiently? '

(4) Is it possible to affiliate accepting some
conditions under protest until next congress
permits further discussion of them?

(5) What is the Fourth International? llas
it issued any statement on principles and tac-
tics? What parties so far have combined to
form its nucleus

(6) Re condition 8. What is an “opppressed
nationality ¢’

(7) In what way can conditioas 4 and 5 re-
lating to propaganda in army and rural dis-
tricts be realized or treated as other then re-
commendations?

(8) How ase we to discuss the acceptance of
“illegal work” in the columns of the “Clarion.”

J ask because I want to know.

F. W. THOMPSON.

In answer to question No. 1, we quote the follow-

ing from “Statates and Conditions of Affiliation of

the Communist International,” as adopted at the

Secand Congress of the Third Internationgl. This

is published by the Communist Party of Great Brit-
R : b3
ain. e ger

p parties wirica pave joimed the

‘gesire to do so, ars for the maint

P
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obliged, as rapidly as possible, and in no cas® * ‘LEFT WING COMMUNISM,’ AN INFANTILE

later than four months after the Second Cone
gress of the Communist Interna ¢ to con:
ven av.;sg::iia_! ooagr?;.in 0 to,«dhcusa

* these“conditibns. In dddition to this, the Exe-

cutive Committee of these parties should take
care to acquaint all the local organizations with
the regulations of the Second Congress.

20.—All those parties which at the present
time are willing to join the Third International,
but have so far not changed their tactics in any
radical manner, should, prior to joining the
Third International, take care that mot less
than two-thirds of their committee members
and of all their central institutions consist ol
comrades who have made an open and definite
declaration, prior to the convening of the Sec-
ond Congress, as to their desire that the party
should affiliate to the Third International
Exceptions are permitted only with the ap-
proval of the Executive Committee of the
Third International. The Executive Commit
tee has the right to make an exception also for
the representatives of the “centre,” as men
tioned in paragraph 7

21 —Those members of the party who reject
the conditions and the theses of the Third In
ternational are liable to be excluded from the
party. This applies particularly to delegates
at the Special Congress of the Party.

These extra conditions are addressed to parties
like the Independents of Germany and the French
Socialist Party, lately weaned from the Second In
ternational.

Question 2—We cannot here place any interpre
tation upon the clauses in the “Theses.” However,
we hope to be able to publish in the next “Clarion”
issue the “Statutes of the Communist International,”
which outline the basis of representation of parties
affiliated with the Third International.

Questions 3 and 7 we leave to our contributors,
znd concerning question 4, we must refer Comrade
Thompson to the “Theses.”

Question 5—The “Fourth” International simply
comprises the effort to revive the Second. The
Congress of the Second International held in Geneva,
last July, requested the British Labor Party to ap
proach “other Socialist parties” with a view.to re-
establishing the Second International. The British
[.abor Party is now fulfilling that funetion. They
are sending out documents signed by Arthur Hen-
dersdn (Labor Party), J. H. Thomas (Trades Un-
ion Congress), H. Gosling (Trades Union Congress)
and J. Ramsey MacDonald (British International
Secretary). We understand that the main support-
ing parties are the British Labor Party and the
‘“erman Social Democratic Party. Their statements
on principles and tactics are tinctured with a little
post-war grief and professions of good intentions.
Gernierally speaking they but confirm our often re-
peated opinion of the Second International, which
we hardly need to re-affirm now.

Question 6.—An “oppressed nationality” is in-
stanced by G. Zinoviev in “Pressing Questions of

the International Labor Movement” as Ireland, In-
dia, Egypt.
Question 8 —We leave this question to the sagac-

ity of Camrade Thompson.

0
VANCOUVER “SMOKER.”
i

On the night of the 11th February (axid the morn-
ing of the 12th) the male members of Local Van-
couver suspended for a might the serious analysis
of events and world préblems, and devoted them-
sclves to bright enjoyment of cheerful song and
story, ‘and they incidentally, in the process, con-
sumed a magnificent quantity of beer—72 gallons to
be precise—the “nearest’ 'they could get.

Many strange faces were seen in the hall, and
while this was the first “smoker” held since the dull
dog days of a few years ago, all hands voted it an
enjoyable evening, and accordingly a successful
event.

Sorngs, recitations and instrumental items were
heartily appreciated, and the perfect arrangements
of Comrade Earp and his committee brought forth
warm approval from all. The Clarion Mairsten-
ance Fund was not forgotten, the surplus over ex-
penditure being $2665, which has been received

i

DISORDER.” .
(Continued from page 1)

<

_ _ Table of Contents.
1.—In what sense can we speak of the Interna-
tional significance of the Russian Revolution?
2.—One of the principal conditions of the success
of the Bolsheviki. ’

3.—The chief stages in the history of Bolshevism.

4—\Who were the enemies within the working
class movement in the struggle against whom Bol-
shevism grew, gained strength, and became hard-
ened?

>.—Left Communism in Germany : leaders, party,
¢lasses, masses. .

6.—Should revolutionaries work in reactionary
trade-unions !

7—Should we participate in bourgeois parlia-
ments ?

8 —No Compromise?

9—Left Communism in Great Britain
10—Some conclusions.

Appéndix.
1.—The split of German Communist party.
2 —Communists and Independents in Germany
3—Turati and company in Italy

4—Incorrect conclusions drawn from correct
premiscs

5>—Letter from Wijnkoop.

P.S. Reader—The Honorable Editor, he swagger
is pugilistically tone: “This is ‘not a reveiw of Len-
in's book!!!" And on second thoughts thought I,
“neither it is.” Gramnercy! So much there is in the
hook of disputable matter now held under advise-
ment in the Party, that to use it, I could hardly
cscape the charge of partizan abuse of a review. Go
then! Buy, beg, borrow or steal thou the book, and
thyselt review it O

*Note :—“Left-Wing Communism, An Infantile
Disorder.” By Nicolai Lenin. 117 pages. Paper
cover.  Published by Marxian Educational Society,
<41 jos Campan Avenue, Detroit, Mich., U. S. A.

Price (American) 50 cents.

———— 0 L

PLATFORM

Socialist Party of
Canada

We, the Bocialist Party of Canads affirm our sllegiance to,
and support of, the principles and programme of the revels-
tiomary working class.

Labor, applied to natural resources, produces all wealth
The present economic system is based upom capitalist ewner-
ship of the means of produection, comsequently, all the pre-
ducts of labor belong to the capitilist clsss. The sapiialist
h’ therefore, master; the worker a slave,

The ecapitalist system gives to the capitalist sn everswell

measure of misery and degradatiom. f

polifical supremacy. This is the Class Btruggle

Therefore, we call all workers te organise under the bamuer
of the Boclalist Party of Camada, with the objest of comguer
ing the pulitical powers, for the purpese of seiting up and on-.
forcing the ecconomic programme eof the workiag class, @8-
follows: > ¢
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o _Farmer s Ferum
ﬁ&nﬂmn& vmnlr POOL.

~ 5 7 g WAPITALISM is still active, ever changing
the general outlook, and continually driv-
ing certain factors to the fore, forcing de-
i !nands upon society that command the attention of
& _serious thought in order to find a solution

‘ The tumble in grain prices has cast a gloom over
1

.

thousands of farm homes. Farmers claim title to
the most progressive force in Canada today, yet’ we
find them still marching to the same old tune of en-
deavoring to eradicate the disease by leaving the

-

movements are weaving a web to trap the hay seeds
Lift
the embargo on cattle; abolish the tanff, and pool
your wheat, says the elected mampulator, and save

root
T'he crafty politicians connected with the farmers
>, that drop through the sieves of discontent

the farmers from ruin. Look back upon the good
old days when Cobden and Brnight brought pros
perity to the British people by adopting free trade
i "Yes but whom were the people? The corn laws

! of Cobden's time protected the landlords by way

of rent extracted from tenants owing i a measure

to the high price received for corn. Bntish woolen

i p manufacturers were competing on thg world’s mar
kets with Flemish woollen factory operators. Labor

power had to be bought, and the value of labor

power is determined by the food, clothing and shel-

. ter required to reproduce the laborers energy. Brit-
ish employers had to pay sufficient in wages to buy

high priced corn. In order to conquer the woollen

market the British capita#hsts must have a system

of free trade. Imported corn free would be cheap-

er than the home product, hence the reason for the

t agitation to abolish the corn laws. The profit-
j mongers got busy and dangled brezd before the
i wage workers, like the carrot before the donkey,

! asking thein to vote for the big loaf. Voting for
the big loaf carried, and wages were reduced, low-
ering the value of the factory product when the

{ British capitalists were enabled to oust their Flem-
ish competitors the world’s market. Great

i prosperity for the manufacturers, and more misery

irom

for the fooled worker. The tariff guestion is a
matter between various capitalist groups, and has

‘ - no bearing whatever on the average farmer or wage
worker.

United Farmers are much perplexed at the state
of ‘grain prices, and are bent on the proposal of a
wheat pool. Capitalism is based upon the ownership
§ { of the means of production and distribution, and by
virtue of this ownership they control the govern
ment and state institutions. Farmers will find 1t
dificult to solve anything, so long as capitalism 1s
in the saddle.
Supposing farmers exclusively agree to take the

responsibility of the disposal oi 1921 crop. What
t dre the obstacles?
Qur banking institutions are capitalistic, from

! ahich fagpers must draw credit in order to do bus-
{ iness. The nation will not be behind the farmers un
f less something can be gained politically for- the

jpresent rulers. Nations that will be most likely to

buy from the farmers’ pool will be Germany, Aus-

tna, Italy, Poland and perhaps Greece. Those na-
b tions are all practically bankrupt. Canada gave a
credit of $20,000,000 to Roumama and Canada has
not been able to collect the interest, never mind the
principal. The “North West Farmer,” Feb. 5th,
1921, gives the following schedule of the value of
European money in Canada in cents.

T Present Normal
RS 3 French franc SRS S L © 19.3
Belgian franc - 873 193

. ‘Swiss franc - 18.05 193
Itakian lira = 428 193

_ Creek drachma 9.40 19.3

. Norwegiancrown 2258 270

. Danish - erown 2305 - 270
Swedish crown _ __ 25.00 238
pistHian  crown 40 203

” ark . 208 238

peseta .. 1570 19.5

gmuu __._...._-____\,43&00 400

\of the money of our
vhonmthehmnnhokh&e

‘I

price of their wheat. Our Canadian capitalist can
say we will pay you for the wheat sold in Canada to
meet the requirements of the nation, but the wheat
vou=sell to Europe js* your - business, not ours.
Farmers will be responsible for their own contracts,
and capitalists will stand off in the event of the
failure of the wheat buying nations to pay.

\What about ‘England? We could sell the major
portion of the 1921 wheat crop to the mother coun-
try Yes, that may be so, but our mother country
1s able to
cover, and we have no guarantee of her solvency.

The Bank of England is paying her obligations

has hatched out more chickens than she

practically in paper, on the authority of the British
covernment.

o H
den Causes of

in an article ‘written on the “Hid-
the Financial Crisis,” says that the
Bank of England reserve fell from a ratio of 52.4 per

Norman,

cent. to its liabilities, to a ratiosof 9.6. per cent in
December 15th, 1920. British Government secur
ities have also depreciated to $1,750,000,020. Fig

ures to hand show that our dear old mother country,
in order to protect her chickens, must spend at the
present rate annually a sum equal to $160,000,000 in
$45,000,000 in Palestine, $45,000,000
in Egvpt, $30,000,0C0 in Constantinople, $250,000,-
000 on the Rhine, and $110,000,000 in Ireland. The
British national debt is $40,000,000,000. Her an-
nual expenditure, according to British reports, $4,
500,000,000; population 47,000,000. Five per cent
war loans have dropped from 921 to 811% during
the vear 1920.
is in the jackpot.
Now, Mr. Farmer, I don’t like to be roo pessim-
isitc, but when the financial map is considered, do
not then be surprised if yoa only receive the initial
instalment on the sale of your pooled wheat and
have to fiddle for the balance.

Mesopotamia,
It looks as if our mother country

Socialism is present day society's solution, and
farmers should study the Socialist philosophy,
which reveals the secret of modern slavery and pro-
tects farmers and other workers from being in the
position of the donkey and the carfot, or the wage
worker and the big loaf.

GEO. PATON

Physical_ Force

HERE those who consider that force,
and force alone, will solve the many and var-
ious problems that are generally lumped to
under the heading of the Unemployment
And they are to be found among the bour-

are

gether
oroblem
geose to a greater extent than among the prole
tariat

These innocents are apparently quite unaware of
the fact that economy is the social dynamo, and
iorce simply the lever by means of which new econ-
omies clear old ones from the path of progress. They
also fail to realize that force is only truly efficient
vhen used in progress
\\ hen used against progressive movements force

harmony with economic

does but expose the fact that the prevailing order
is pot a ‘“‘natural” orden in the sense that it is an
order which naturally commends itself as being in
harmony with the prevailing mode of production
and the general well-being of society as a whole.

An order which must use force may only be con
sidered “‘natural” (ambiguous term) from the view-
point that it is, on account of the temporary weak-
ness of the progressives, the only possible order for
the time being.

This assertion, that force is only truly efficient
when used in harmony with social progress, may
be disputed by many on the grounds that force.has
been and is being used effectively by those whose
interests were and are of an anti-social nature. This
is true. B& it must not be forgotten that this tactic,
while temporarily bringing the desired results, also
points as clearly as only object lessons can point to
the antwsocial nature of the order which demands
it. Its ultimate deficienty, therefore, must be con-
sidered as being greater than its immediate efficacy.

This, however, by no means impies that the use
of force against progréss, in the shape for example
of the Proletarian Revolution, is simply a result of
bourgeois stupidity? With many of the bourgeoisie
itis. Bt others there may be who realize the ultim-
atetutihtyofmchmothods lildohll usctlum A

“Rub-
quandary of the bourgeois
charity mongers, summed up the matter very neatly
in the following lines.

proletanan paraphraser of Omar Khyyam'’s

aiyat,” explaining the

ilunk nol they give becavse 1o give is good;

Chey give because they m 'st! What can they do?

Our tender hearted lLiberals would de well to con-

sider those lines. The bourgeoisie does not descend

to the use vi lies, perjury, imprisonment, torture,

and bloody murder, because to do so is good in it-
self. It or rather has
always lived on the moral plane of such ‘methods,

descends to these methods,
L-ecause, in order to uphold what it can only consid-
er the best of all possible systems, it must use such
neihods

The wide-eyed astonishment with which the Lib-
crals and Social Pacifists receive the news of the
of the oc-
revolver clubs by the Cham-
bers of Commerce; or of the donation of money for
Club to a
as happened recently in Seattle as a

serving out of machine guns to the police;
ganization of citizens’
target practise expenses by a Rotary
police force
result of a meeting called for the purpose of discuss-
ing ways and means of “dealing with” (more am-
biguity) Unemployment problems—this wide-eyed
astonishment is simply an indication ef the child- .
like simplicity and ignorance in political matters of
the Liberals and Social Pacifists, whose chief func-
tion at this juncture seems to be that of deluding
the backward the Proletariat with the
ridiculous idea of the reconciliation of the classes.

To the Marxist,

section of

however, such news neither causes

astonishment or dismay. Rather does he accept it
as merely one more proof of the soundness of his
theory, the theory of social progress through class
~truggles. He knows that the ever-increasing pro-
ductivity of labor has resulted, and still results in
an ever-increasing stream ot

he Master,

surplus value—pro-
fits —for for he knows, none better, that
the price of labor-power is based, not on its produc-
tivitv, but on its bare cost of Production. He knows
that the economic and political power of the Maste:
to dominate over the Slave increases in direct pro-
sortion to and from no other cause than the in-
creased productivity of the Slave. He knows then
that between Master and Slave there exists a chasm
daily

Lbrndgeable. He

which grows wider, and more un-

deeper,
knows that the chasm will not be

bridged, but destroyed, utterly and completely.

'he Marxist, howewver, does not become brave

with the braverv of hysteria when he sees or hears
of these bluc steel promises of the struggle to come
[{2 knows that an intelligent minority can do much

1 Las the masses behind it He knows that

human foresight, will and courage, can work won-

ders, 1f the time is ripe. He is a canny warrior, is

this Xlarxist of ours. As far as it lies within his

power to do so, he will chose his own time, condi-

s1ons, and methods. And he is not altogether help-
ic5s 1n this respect, as a study of the revolutions of
the past shows well

DO just at present he refuses to become excited

about Citizens’ Revolver Clubs, preferring to use
them as object lessons in the field of propaganda
I'hat they will prove more effective for that purpose
than jor the purpose for which they are intended
by the law-abiding bourgeoisie s more than likely
therefore,

Tre Marxist, considers intensive propa-

‘z"and organization to be the order of the day.

opaganda, to the end that an ever-increasing
army of rebellious slaves may clearly understand
the true nature of the task ahead. Organization,

to the end that the blind forces of social progress
may be bent to the unconquerable will of the arous-
ed and conscious masses. Realizing that these very
forces are themselves mutely prodding his fellows
forwvard in the direction he wishes them to take, he
str®rgles on with considerable\assurance toward
the position from which he will b& able to say, as
Engels said:

“windly fire the first shot, gcntlcmcn of the Bour-
geaisie.”

DB
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LESSON 10.

N ‘the civilized countries of the ancient world,
of which Rome was the greatest in extent and

power, the workers, as'a general rule,were chat-
tel staves. These slaves like those of recent times,
—e.g.,'in South America, did not sell themselves for
the day or hour like the modern wage-slave, but
were sold for life. The modern workman sells him-
setf piecermeal. The chattel slave had a guarantee
of “existence, howeven miserable. The master-had
an interest in’ maintaiming his property, just as thc/
owner takes care of his horse, to feed and shelter
him. The modern worker has né guarantee of ex-
istenice. He has become the property not of an in-
dividual, but of the capitalist class. In a later les-
son we will compare the conditions of the various
slaves, chatt€l, serf, and wage-slave.

“Adams’ European History,” dealing with the fall
of the Roman Empire, says:
" ®P'he decay of Rome was economic, the universal
use-of slaves; which is a very wasteful means of pro-
duction, and the scarcity of laborers, with difficulty
of keeping the land cultivated, the right of the mas-
ter to sell his slave, was forbidden, and the slaves
were given access to little preces of land, which they
were requited to cultivate, turming slaves into serfs.

Thie staté didnot do this erder to improve the con-
- dition of the slave, the sole object ‘was to keep up
thie food supply.” \

"Engels’ “Origin " of the Family,” points out
the upiversal poverty, because poptilation had been
replaced by sheep and oxen, and the decay of the
towns forced them imto agriculture and serfdom.
Engels says: “Slavery died, because it did not pay
any longer. *But it left behind its poisonous sting
by branding as ignoble the productive labor of free
men.”

Loria’s “Economic Foundation of Sodiety” says:
“Qmne of the causes of Rome’s downfali had beea the
swollen estates of themobles. Rich landowngrs had
surrounded themselves with favered body-guards
and an army of slaves and field workers. After the
collapse of the Empire many of these had been
freed; yet still felt the need of a master, remained
near the ancestrat-castle, in which a baron or a lord
lived as absolute ruler, knowing no authority but
his own, holding a high court of justice in his hall,
issuing Jaws and levying taxes om passing caravans,
or ransome for prisoners, sometimes obtained in
fair ‘war, sometimes by falling on peaceful travelers.
The d&istimctive: feature of feudalism was just this
ufibridled rule of ‘a military leader and landowner.”

Anéther writer says: “The increased population
caused by the barbarians’ invasions rendered Roman

and German slavery unprofitable and necessitated

the substitution of a more productive system.”
When the Roman Empire fell, the Empire of
Charlemagre rose, but it was not 2 united govern-
memt that could be ‘maintained, because of the diffi-
culty of commuaication from one place to another.
The result was, that each locality was thrown upon
its own resources to supply, not only what it need-
ed in the way of goods, but also what it needed in
the way of government. This economic condition
gave local independence to the Count or Baron, and
the establishment of feadalisny with its form of pol-
itical orgamization. The social chaos made central
government impossible. When Charlemagne con-
quered the enemics of Rome after the fall of the Em-
pire, he identified himself with Christianity and fin-
ally went to Rome, was crowned by Pope Leo I11.;
he edged ‘the spiritual supremecy of the
church. 'This was tise beginning of the Holy Roman
Emtpire:,which led to the contests in after years be-
tween. Empeross. and Popes for the sovereignityef

Earope. The. linking with me changed
the church from its"anti-militarism tb militarism,
which Jed to some of the bloodiest persecution ever

Conception of
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the sure road (o heaven. I may point out that Em- in family descent. The Norman families of Europe

peror Constantine i the vear 312, six years after
bis accession to the throme, realized the Empire
was on the verge of collapse. He turned Christian
to win the wealthy and influential priests to his
side, and get control of the Christian organizatior.
The church was turned from a revolutionary move-
ment into a pillar of wealth and exploitation. “This
ambitious Emperor,” the historian says, “a baffling
combination of good and evil qualities, who founded
(Constantinople, the murderer of his own wife and
s~n, "vas keen enough to see the decaying of Rome
and the rising force of Christianity, turned Chris-
tian. loaded the chupch with privileges. He author-
izcd the Christian bishops to constitute themselves
as arbiters in civil matters, he exempted the church
iroin taxation and yiclded portions of the imperial
domain. At first the church: was a republic, therce
was little or no distinction between clergy and lay-
men. A committee of presbyters or elders with a
bishop for chairman, admimnistered the affairs of the
( hisstian community. The Bishops Degan to mon-
opolize the theological discussions and met together
at various councils to discuss discipline and dogn:as
Rome becage the hcaddu?rtcrs of the new organiz-
ation.
gradually the elders were turned into priests. The

church delegates devided by a free for all fight that

Jesus and God was ome, at the Council of Nicaea in

the year 325. In 381, the council of Con-

stantinople, in another - fight, pounded the

Holy Ghost into these two to make the trinity.

The church came into the possession of lands by the

congregations tramsferring their titles for protection

and receiving tBese lands back in trust for their

lifetime. Gradually the people became the serfs of

the church. In the year 475 Bishop Salvianus de-

nounced this practice as robbery, but in the 8th cen-

tury this robbery had become a universally estab-

lished custom in the dealings between the church

and the peasamts. Jast a8 the-Gernmunt éhiefs, after
the downfall of Rome had stolen.the land of their
folowers, sé the ciwarch stolé the land and wealth of
its unprotected members. The chwrch property had
been origimally comsidered the patrimony of the
poor, but the church appropriated the greater part
of the fund. Emperor Charlemagne attempted to
reintroduce the portion for the poor, but after his
death the church came forth with forged documents
which pretended to show that the weaith of the
church was origimally intended for the clergy and
that by “‘poor” was meant ouly priests that had
taken thie vow of poverty.

Engels also, deals with this robbery in his “Or-
igin of the Family.” We will strike up against the
church all through history, because it controlled a
good deal of the land upon which the seris were
exploited. '

Fendalism was imaugurated in Kagland by Wil-
liam the Congueror, who iavaded the country in
1066. « The feudal era lasted from the 10th to the
14th century. Feudalism had spread into all lands
conquered by the Teuton tribes, before it reached
Engtand. Willlam of Normaady introduced it mto
England in its perfection. - He as conqueror, claimed
the right to all the land and gave to whomsoever
he pleased estates; on condition of receiving in re-
turn military service or moaey. The Normans’
first thought wag building castles, which became the
Barons’ residences. The typical feudal eastle was
an enormeus building, either round or square; with-
out ofhaments or arthitectural style, and ’menlly

built-on a hill. It-was pierced by a few loop holes

from which: arrows could be shot, and bad a single
gate'opening onva moat whicl ceuld only be crossed
by a° drawebsidge. Jt ‘was crowned with a battle-
ment where pitch:or melted lead could be thrown on
the heads of attackess.
Kropotkiy,' in “MutaalcAid," says: “The chief of
a tribe ‘was clected and only-had suthority”in bat-
tles, but as wmm in trades

held this pesitien. The chiefs’s house beeame the
place of defence just like thie Baron's castle.”

Herbert Spencer says: “Baron in the Roman lan-
guage means, a strong man, doughty warrior; this
indicates the militery eharacter of feudalist.”

The military duties in defence of the feudal com-
munities interfered 'with the agricuitural pursuits of
the community, therefore they paid in kind, and in-
augurated a standing ‘army. Previous to this set-
tled state, William the Conqueror raised an apmy by
the soldiers receiving an equal share of the spoils.

When Pope Tnnocent 11I. wanted to raise an
army against the Albigensis in the 12th century it
was only necessary for them to be promised a div-
ision of the spoils.

William the Conqueror took a census of the coun-
try and its economic condition, which is tabulated
in the Domesday Book, to ascertain the capabilities
of the tountry in regard to military defence and for
The Manor system that prevailed when
\Villkam the Conqueror took control, had developed
to the stage where feudalism begins—Wiliam put-
ting his Norman barons in the place of the Manor
Lords. Before going further we might as well give

taxatron.

Christianity was now incorporated, ahd _a summary of the previous economic condition of

England.

The Roman invaston, in Julius Caesar’s reign, .
B. C. 55, was for the purpose of obtajning slaves
for the Ronran market and ravaging the fertile plains
making the inhabitants pay tribute to Rome. Under
Roman rule trade prospered through the develop-
ment of the natural resources. “Roman writers,”
De Gibbon says, “‘speak of the rich natural products
in minerals, especially tin, and its numerous flocks
and herds of cattle. In the miiddle of the 3rd - cen-
tury there were 59 cities and 10,000,000 of a popula-
tion, a figure which it did not again reach until the
19th century.”

When the Romais left Britain in 410 A.D., trade
and towns decayed and England became a battle-
ground of various continental tribes; the Jutes 449,
Saxons 447. After this mixture of race became set-
tled, they were disturbed by the invasions of the
Danes, who were forced through the barreness of
the cold north to improve their conditions, and be-
came pirates and 'sea rovers through economic neces-
sity. Although Egbert became Lord of the Saxons
in 827 it was not until Edgar’'s reign, 958-975, that
England became united, but internal strife prevent-
ed any great growth of trade and commerce. The
separate ¢ommunities endeavored to supply their
own wants. As salt was largely required to salt
their meat for winter, and it could not be univers-
ally procured, locat markets arose on the $undary
line, marked by a bouttdary stone, the originof the
market cross. ‘There the various communities used
to barter with one an6ther.

Phe population was mostly agricultural, and a
landless man was outside the pale of social life. The
tribes which mrade up the English nation at this -
tige held land in“cotimon. Each' tribe cleared land
and, separated by a fixed boundary mark, éach mem-
ber had a house and a common share in the Jand. -
The Mnd was of three kinds.

1st—The forest or wagte latds, for rough pasture,
and uncultivated.

2ndiPasture land, sometimes enclosed and some-
times open, in which each man looked after his own
hay and stacked it for winter; this was divided up
into allotments for each member.

3rd—The arable'land was also divided into aflot- *
ments for each markman, s,

Po_settle any dispute relating to the division
the land, they met in a common council. This was
a democratic institution based on the ‘sconom

i
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parts, giving the members a shave of the good and

‘Jand. They pastured their cattle on the com-
mons, and employed a common swine herd or.shep-
herd for their pigs and sheep. De Gibbon says:
“The manor system paved the way for feudalism,
the lord of the manor taking the artisans of the wil-
lage around the manor under his protection from
the invasions of the Danes, so when William the
Conqueror arrived he had little trouble in reorgan-

: iz’ing the .gystem into contimental feudalism, giving

the-manor to the Norman lords who helped him to
conquer the country.”

Therefore feudalism was ushered into England.

¢ pagple were neither lordiess nor landless; they
worked so many days on their owa land and so
many days en the lord’s land. There were how-
ever, frce men, believed to have evolved from the
system -of charging money rent instead of rent in
kind. That is, instead of the serf paying
reat by laboring on the lord’s land he paid it
with money. The landlord did this because he re-
ceived the same amount in rent ,although it was
perhaps a bad harvest; therefere some serfs became
free.

The introduction of menmey as a medium of ex-
change one histerian has said was the first nail in
the coffin of feudalism That medium became an

- economiic necessity when industry had developed to

the extent that barter of goods became a hindrance,
therefore the economic factor becomes dommant
when we bring the subject down to the last analysis.
Next Lesson: A Continuation of English History
PETER T. LECKIE.

0y

class antagonism within society, having

Class Antagonisms
its basis in the social form of wealth pro-

A duction and class control of the factors in

the process of pmducmg and distributing wealth :
the factors, machmﬂ matenial, mind and muscle.

The Workers' energy ofémind and muscle, the
sum of all their efforts, useful and necessary, em-
ployed to produce things of meed-and dcmand.

The raw materials would continue to be raw and
useless for ever and anon unless human effort was
expended to bring them within the sphere 4nd in-
fluence of wealth production.

The machines or tools are really a sum -of past
expended labor-power, stored up potentially, and

., which, released into activity, consume themselves
by transforming their worth or values into the pro-
ducts which they assist in producing, conveying no
other value than the sum of their worth spread over
the total of the products produced in their lifetime.

The sum of the energy of the workers employed
—*“social emergy” " —produces values much greater
than the amiount consumed by the workers in the
* process of production: as a few shovels of coal into
the firebox of an engine_ will release energy to pull

. many tons of material over a given distance; hence
a surplus of values which is broken up into many
allotments, confusing to the workers as they go
by: the mames of “Jegitimate profit,” “reasonable
rent,” or “fair interest”~ (one might as well say a
“roysd-cirgle,” a “dead corpse,” or 2 “black negro”).

* The facts remain, they are values wrung from the
" bodies of the

The factors, machines and material, at first, con-
sidering the process histarically, are simple and more
or less- persoml butas society grows and the circle

- of econpmic experience widens, the inventive gen-
ius of man becomes greater, these factors then be-
come complex and impersonal, and the process it-
sclf involved and integdependent, and as such can
, only be censidered as & whole.

We Sociatists consider the “sphere of production”
abstractly, to be mere or less correct, because it is
“social, associative ,sollective; it is in the plane of

Pistribugion that anarchy aad chaos preveil.  And
u the sttug‘hmnng out of” tlns contradiction be-

iary and administrative forces which Tact laws and
set customs. g

The legal code, its constitution {2id bare, is sim-
ply a series of definitions and regulations of pro-
perty rights and relations. And the machinery of
the State is theére to enforce and defend these de-
finitions and regiilations by the power of the sword ;
prison and privation; the fear of hell and the pub-
lic power of coercion.

The realities are; the workers’ energy of mind and
muscle : the machines-and materials, the process it
self are parts of the complete system.

Labor energy assuaged its proper value, the pro-
portion will be found a necessity to socially control
and direct the social function of wealth production
and distribution to the well-being of all. And the
solution of this proposition is the task of our fu-
ture Sociahist legislators.

Capitalistic State control is necessarily static;
on the other hand the function and nature of wealth
oraduction is dynamic and in line with scientific
+hought, reléasing new energies, stone, bronze, iron,
enal, oil and radio-activity.” Capitalistic productiv
ity is for profit for the few at the expense of the
many

“Why labor at a loss
For the profit of a boss?
Get ready to labor for yaur own.”

Capitalistic productivity for profit, at this stage
of social development, makes it a drag on further
progress, if the truths of science and philosophy
are to become a benefit to human society.

Monarchs and Popes may have suppressed Rea-
son and Truth in the past; now our so-called educa-
tional systems, constitutions, culture, axioms, and
qmaxims are hindering, if not suppressing, progress
today. It is painfully evident that the prgsent class
control of wealth production and-distribution with-
holds inventions, hinders technological advance,
contradictory as it may seem.

‘Take, lor instance, poweriul group control of na-
tional governments, financial institutions, and rail-
road interests, preventing the use of automatic
couplings in England because of the expense en-
failed in scrapping the out-of-date hand coupling
and installing the new, automatic air appliances of
today. Thereby causing -tremendous loss of life
and limb among railroad workers .

Powerful interests buying up patent rights and
withholding them from being exploited : withholding
for speculative reasons; and others, certain natural
CLARION—TWELVE
rcsources.

Religious interests blocking the efforts of still
more from introduncing modern science and logic
into school’ curriculums. All of which could be
multiplied indefinitely, because labor is cheaper and
more abundant, while the initial expense in the in-
stallation of - the most scientific labor-saving de-
vices is so great; the returns in profit too far dis-
tant—indeed can not be expressed in terms of their
culture at all.

Social labor-power driven by the struggle to live,
in - operation produocs social values, but with the
breaking down of the class barriers, the application
of all our social knowledge would produce social
vaiues estimably greater since the object would be
not the greatest good for the greatest number but
the graatest good for all. But capitalism can only
achieve this whenever it is profitable in termsof their
economic culture, which is the greatest barrier con-
fronting mankind.

There is nothing so deep as Ignorance, and no-
thing so shalow as the tricks employed to keep us
in that state.

DONALD STEWART

What Socxallsm Means

OCIALISM may be dxﬂdod into three gen-

eral classes, Christian, Utopian, and Sciep-

tific. In order to successfully understand
one form of Socislism we must understand them all

—
4 -~

Socialism in another semse, it is 2 movement for dis-

seminating krnowledge among the workers with a

view to educating them to their class position iv

society so that they may act intelligently towards
the abolition of private ownership of the means ol
production and distribution

Socialism founded upon the teachings of Karl
\farx is scientific because it conforms to the re-
quirements of all that go to make-up a science. In

there are three fundamental laws, the materialist
of . history, the law of value, and the
class steuggle, which are derived from an accumu-
lation of indisputable facts. Marxian Socialism 1s
so-called to distinguish it from the Utopian schools
and the*various pseudo-Socialist movements.

The term Marxian is used in connection with
Socialism because, owing to class society, Marxian

’:«nceptlon

Socialism is not common knowledge, but has a few
2-herents who call themselves Marxists, just as the
h'nkers who accepted the teachings of Darwin used
the term in connection with their the-
When Darwinism was accepted by society
-ni became part of common knowledge, the name

‘Darwinism”’

mes

of <ne naturalist was no }onger necessarily associat-
od with the science. Marxism, because of its scien-
tific nature and its emphasis on the existence of a
ciass suruggle, is a valuable weapon in the hands ot
the workers

There are a number of people in existence who
call themselves Christian Socialists and propound
a doctrine derived from the teachings of Christ.
They tell us that the members of humanity are the
children of God and all are equal in His sight. They
also assert that if the world were tuled by broth-
erly love, crime and misery, prevalent in human
society, would be at an end, but they entirely over-
look the economic factors which bring such things
about. This brand of Socialism is not dangerous to
a master class. In fact it 1s quite helpful to such a
system of exploitation in so fay as it-confuses the
minds of the workers, and leads them to look to
a supreme being for relief, instead of relying upon
their own strength.

During the days of the 'Roman empire, when the
great mass of the people were reduced to 1€ con-
dition of slaves, there was no bright outlook as to
a more equitable arrangement of society, and the
The Christian religion with
its bright hereafter m heaven for all sufferers on

future looked hopeless.

earth, therefore became the alcepted faith of the -

slave. This religion, for a long time, was a thorn
in the side of the master class, but was later woan
over to the State by the action of Constantine, who,
in order to further his own ends, became converted.

Utopian Socialism is one of an idealistic ‘nature
the whole of society. It

is a school of thought which considers ‘material con-

which endeavors to elevate

difions as being the fruit of the human mind, and
seeks to remove social antagonisms by truth, justice
and understanding. Some Utopians do not think it
necessary to abolish capital or wage slavery. Others
Jocal communistic societies in z2n effort to
escape the ill effects of capitalism. In this class
may also be listed those who have mapped out a de-
tailed chart of the formation of a future state.
Two of the earliest writers of Utopian theories
were Morelly and Mably. Morelly, in his book
“The Code de la Nature,” was the first to systematic-
ally arrange the Utopian ideas in regard to Commun-
isism, as advasced bv Plato, Sir Thos. More and
others. He stated that the Creator intended that
man should dwell in a communistic society becaus®

form

it was the one social form under which the happi- -

ness of mankind was secure.

.Mably in his work, “Doubts on the Natural Order
of chex) says-that the private ownership of land
was the source of all social evils. This was quite
natural at this period when agriculture was the chief
means of gaining a livelihood. He advocated the
abolition of this form of ownership, and of the in-
stitutions which had necessarity arisen therefrom.
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ECONOMIC CAUSES
OF WAR

By PETER T. LECKIE.
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CANADIAN PAMPHLET
{ Economic Causes of War. By Peter T. Leckie.
Published for the Socialist Party of Canada, 1920,
B..C)
The Canadian Socialists are promoting a sound

\'ancouver,

knowledge of the causes of the world war and of
the Socialist program to prevent a repetition of it
in publishing and circulating Leckie’s pamphlet on
Economic Causes of War.

“Socialists have al

wavs maintained that war was an effect of econ-

l.eckic starts out squarely:

omic forces. _As this is a general statement made

by Socialists, I think the present time is ripe to sub-

stantiate it. This I will endeavor to do from a study

of numerous books written on the war from the
capitalists’ viewpoint, also other books in circula-
tion.”

He then takes up each great country in detail,
showing the economic foundation for the rivalries
between Gérmany, Russia, Italy, France, England,
Japan and the United States, as well as the econom-
ic causes that shaped the various shifting alliances.

Chapters follow on the exploited lands, Egypt,
Persia, India and Morocco, with a final chapter on
imperialism and Socialism. The pamphlet is an ad-
mirable handbook for Socialists in the discussions
they are constantly drawn into concerning the war
and international policy.—Milwaukee Leader.

;o —
WHAT SOCIALISM MEANS.
(Cotinued from page 7.)

Aisne in 1762, was also prominent as a propounder
of Utopian ideals. In conjunction with Lepelletier
and others, he formed a secret organiation known as
“The Equals,” which had, by the beginning of the
year 1796, seventeen thousand supporters. The
cardinal principles of this organiation was the aim
of society is happiness, and happiness consists in
equality,” which proves conclusively its Utopian na-
Babeuf was followed by Saint Simon, Four-
ier, and Robert Owen, all of them Utopians. That
these men should succeed each other so closely goes
to show, that even at this stage, the discrepancies
in society were quite obvious.

When we inquire into the whys and wherefores of
the existence and development of the Utopian school
we find that it was due to the lack of understandiug
of the relation of men’s ideas and actions to their
environment, and also to an insufficiency of stat-
istical data. The plans for remedying the existing
evils failed accordingly. This defect was supplied
by the discovery made by Marx and Engels, and
embodied in their Communist Manifesto, written in
1847, and is known as the materialist conception of
history. Also sufficient statis*’Z, had, by this time.
been compiled to form a working basis for scientific
investigation.

ture.
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SOCIALIST PARTY OF OANADA

LOCAL (CALGARY) EDUCATIONAL
CLASSES.
Headquarters at 134a 9th Avenue West
Business Meetings every 2Ad and 4th Monday in
cach month. 8 p.m.
Economic Class every Thursday, 8 p.m.
History Class every Sunday, 8 p.m.
Speaker’s Class every Tuesday, 8 p.m.
Text books used in studies are “Socialism, Utop-
ian and Scientific” (History Class), “Value, Price
and Profit,” and first nine chapters “Capital” (Ecan-

omic Class). All workers are welcomed to the head-
quarters at any time.

FORT WILLIAN AND PORT ARTHUR
DISTRICT

Study Class (Marxism), every Sunday at 8 p.m,,
at the Labor Temple, Finlayson Street, Fort Wil-
This class is-developing, and is
likely to evolve into the educational centre among
the workers of this district. Those who are inter-
ested in the study of history and economics from a
Marxian viewpoint, and those who are acquainted
with the subjects, and who appreciate the need for
the spread of knowledge among the workers, are
earnestly invited to step in and iclp.

liam, Ontario

LOCAL (VANCOUVER) No. 1

EDUCATIONAL OLASSES
POLITICAL ECONOMY: Every Sunday lftomoon,
from 3 to 6.
HIBTORY: Every Thursday evening, from 8 to 10.

Classes meet at 401 Pender Street East. No fees
are asked and no eollection is made. All that is
required is an earnest interest in the subjeet taken
up. All points raised and all questions asked are
fully discussed. Membership in the Soecialist Party
of Canada is not a condition of membership of these
classes.

You are earnestly invited to attend.

0:
LOCAL (WINNIPEG) No. S—EDDCATIONAL
CLASSES.
3
ECONOMIC CLASS: Every Friday at 8 pm.
SPEAKERS’ CLASS: Every Sunday at 11 am.
HISTORY CLASS: Monday Evening, 8 o'clock.

Friday Afternoon, 3 o’clock.

These classes are already well attended, and the
number of members is increasing. The classes meet
at 530 Main Street, Winnipeg, and all workers are
requested to attend.

oG

THE “WESTERN CLARION” ON SALE AT:
CALGARY, Alta—Alexander News Stand, 204
Eighth Avenue West.
L.abor News Stand, 814a 2nd St. East
MONTREAL—Friermanr and Baranowski, 12 On-
tario St. East.
Popular Book and Stationery Store, 16 St. Cath-
érines St. West
EDMONTON—Labor News Stand, 10228—101st St
566 Fulton Street.
NEW WESTMINSTER—News Stand, B. C. E. R.
Depot.
SEATTLE—Raymer’s Old Book Store 1330 1st Ave
SAN FRANCISCO—Marxian Educafional Club,
TORONTO—D. Goodman, Blind Newy Agent, cor.
Queen and Chestnut Sts.
The American News Agency, 81 Queen St. W.
The Theatrical Book Store, cor. Bay & Queen, W.
The Leader Lane Book Store, Leader Lane and
PORT ARTHUR—Viking Book Store, 264 Bay St
King St. E.,, (neargng Edward Hotel).
VANCOUVER — Columbia News Stand, corner
Hastings and Columbia Sts.
John Green, Carrall Street
W. Love, Hastings Stregp East :
BUFFALO, N. Y.—Onward Book Store, 14Chﬂn-
cey Street
LHICC:GO—Walden Book Shop, 307 Plymouth
urt :
The Clarion, 204 N, Clark St.
ROCHESTER, N. Y.—Proletarian Party, 580 st -
Paul Street
TACOMA-—Rayma"s Old Book Store, 131" W
Avenae. -
P. R. H;ﬁet, 1151% Bmadqay-- 3 rin :
DETROIT EDUCATIOVAL SOCIETY—-@,* e




