512 ST.CATHERINE STREET WEST.

MONTREAL.




Yoo

A T
econo

o K

w.il

ouTrse
J

~
t

y

O
i I o |







Roygal Uirtoria Hoapital

Montreal

August 10th,
198 Le

C. Fo Martin, Esq., M. D.,
Dean, Faculty of Medicine,
MeGill University,
Montreal, Que.

Dear Doctor Martin:-

I am enclosing for your obser-
vation the edition of August 7th of the "Montreal Her-
ald", outlining the proposed million dollar convention
hall over the MeTavish reservoir.

If we have any good objections
to advance regarding this proposal, I think that some
action should be taken on behalf of the hospital and
college.

I shall await your further

Yours very truly,

s |

]»v/_:‘ ; J

N €SP T 4

W. R. Chenoweth,

Superintendent
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TANCREDE FORTIN, C.R.
ALFRED MATHIEU
J=M. SAVIGNAC, N. P.
WM-SMILEY WELDON

» August 17th,

~ -r " n

\,lI‘ *-‘l"th’lr .. "‘1,177‘1'.;.6, ‘Kr.(‘,.:‘:.,_;r., Aol J-,_;..
Principal and Vice-Chamcellor,
MeGill Universi

O 1n

Currie:

In reply to your letter
l4th inst. proposed Convention Hall,

to explain th in the prwparaflon of ‘&
vndu to be submitted to tax-payers in
ber next, each alderman ted to
‘uat work would be mos to be
his ward; naturally,
‘%blio ha been clamoring

especially
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was suggested to me by
of Public Works that as were going
over the reservoir any way, it would
make a very fine site for a Convention Hall, as
the City would not have to purchase any land and
the foundation is already made.

The services of Messrs. Perry
& Luke, architects, were then enlisted to make a
tentative plan for same, and in the event of the
referendum going through, they could be engaged to
perfect the plans as in the case of any similar
work being done in the other wards.
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Arthur Currie,

If, as it so happened last year,
the Federal and Provincial Governments subscribe
to the unemployment fund, we will proceed with
our proposed programme of work to the extent of
the subscription and a referendum will not then
be necessary, 3s last year's contribution took
care of almost%%he work we had outlined for a
referendum in 1930.

Hoping that I have been sufficiently
explicit in this letter and assuring you of my
readiness to give any further information, I
remain

Yours very truly,

. /
/ / o ;
//(7/////%.8 v& &'({r”j

Member of the Executive
Committee.







UM ONTREALAL'S MODERN LEVENING

ks

MONTREA AL, FRIDAY, AUGUST 7, 1931.

Million Dollar Conwvention Hall For Montreal

9 Montreal’s million dollar convention hall, plans for which are proceeding apace,
" |above as drawn by 1111\( and Perry, L'\x'{hitmt:, Ald. William S. Weldon, prime mover for the pro-
| ject, 1s backed by Mayor Camillien Houde. The hall will be built over the McTavish street reser
which must be covered over anyhow. It will seat 7,800, in the large hall,

committee rooms. [_'m?mp oyed relief Lunds may be used in its construction
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this morn gésue thers

ditorial tled * 4

A University
e 1 believe,
t you have made
*o the proposed erection of
11l over the lcTavish Street
goa refer to a conference
orities had with civiec
ednesday. Hay I say
nt does not represent fairly
at the conference.

7 e
“O0N8" o

1 am t% University authority wheo
that conference on Vednesday last.
heard of this »ro%e¢t by seeing an
the Iontreal Hemald of August 7th
front page of which appeared a cut
yol;ur Junvention Hall for
resume the Gazette also
NnewWe o I immediately wrote to
1 Veldon and asked him to inform me

1
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The three nesrest north and south streets, Pesl,
MeTavish, and University, are all steep and in
the winter are apt to be dangerous to motor
traffic is this 18 co.ges

YO“I ¢lippery for pedest) 4 wh i sach has at
its Pine Avenue end

The traffic would thorefore interfore seriously
with the amenities and necessary aquiet of a

“ <

hospital and universit eighbourhood, and would

with such steep and dilfficu treets lead to
serious congestion ¢ robably to accidentse.
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The Editor,
The Gazette,
ontreals

tay

I enclose you h lettor
from Sir Arthur Currie. i
you will use this, prefe
of an interviev,

Yours faithfully,

f1frid
Directore.




CONVENTION HALL

Objections to the Reservoir Site

The plans contemplate crowds of six or seven thousand so that the traffic will
be heavy.

The site is on neither street-car nor bus routes, but is at the top of a steep
hill and well away from hotels and stations so that motor traffic, when the hall
was being used, would be very heavy.

There are two approaches, one by Pine Avenue and one by McTavish Street.
The third possibility of entering from the McGill campus in front of the
Medical Building and so into Carleton Road could not be countenanced by the

University.

The crowding of Pine Avenue by motor traffic especially at night would probably
be a serious annoyance to the Royal Victoria Hospital, for that part of Pine
Avenue is now marked "Quiet, Hospital Zone"™ and the heavy traffic might at times
impede the ambulance service.

McTavish Street is very steep and not wide so that cars climbing to the Hall
would do so mostly in second or low gear and hence would be particularly noisye.
This route passes the University Library with its reading rooms where quiet is
essential, and the Presbyterian College, where many University and Theological
students live and where lectures are given.

The three nearest north and south streets, Peel, McTavish, and University,

are all steep and in the winter are apt to be dangerous to motor traffic if this is
congested, and are frequently very slippery for pedestrians, while each has at

its Pine Avenue end a difficult corner.

The traffic would therefore interfere seriously with the amenities and necessary
quiet of a hospital and university neighbourhood, and would with such steep and
difficult streets lead to serious congestion and probably to accidents.

Moreover for pedestrians the site is unsuitable. Even the Moyse Hall in the
Campus is considered out of the way by the general public who would much prefer
a more accessible site and a less strenuous climb both in the hot summers and
in the c¢o0ld and slippery winters.
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project.

appears to nave

authorities had
conference
rous and
they would

Univer

uct a public audito
voir from which so many p

al draw their drinking water is

upon sentimental grounds, but

and more practical conside:

importance to condemn it. 3

heart of the university and hospital distri
and its proximity must inevitably hamper the
work of both institutions, this being particu- |
larly true of the Royal Jictoria Hospital,
whose patients require quiet surroundings as
a condition essential to their satisfactory re- |
covery. A public anditorium of i

gested cannot be other than a source of noise, |
which, however harmonious, must interfere |

the kind sug- |

with the quiet of the hospital and the class- (i

room, and there is no guarantee that the noise |
emanating from such a place would be h;‘.;-“
htonious in every instance; in an age of jazz |
music this is too much to expect. Moreover,
‘he increased traffic which the presence of such |
an auditorium would create, the honking of |
horns and the grinding of brakes, and so om, |
would in itself constitute an objection suffi-
ciently strong to ensure the summary rejec- |
tion of the project by all those who have the |
true interest of the University and the Hos- |
ital at heart. Ald. Weldon, perhaps, is in-

ent to these considerations, but the Uni- |

ity authorities ought not to be, and some
much more forecible protest should have been
uttered by them than what appears to have

it

been a rather mild and uncertain criticism. |

The public are not inclined to be tolerant
of the expressions of vandalism which, in the
minds of some aldermen, are mistaken for civie
improvements. A sufficiently striking example
of this crudity of thought has been afforded
in the admission of tram cars to the mountain,
arid in the erection of some sort of pavilion,
or eating house, on the mountaintop. Mount
Royal was intended to be preser

the inhabitants of the c wnd its visitors, and

natural and unspoiled: recre:

as such it was maintained until recent years.
[ittle by rlittle, however, encroachments are
beifg made which, under the guise of improve-
ments, are robbing the mountain park of its
most attractive feature. If Ald. Weldon and
his associates in the City Council approve of
this' kind of thing, the public do not, and the
sdoner these mischievous activities are discon-
tinued the better it will be for all concerned.
The proposed auditorium over the reservoir is
one more example of aldermanic indifference
to considerations of public and private comfort
which the people’s representatives should, in
all circumstances, observe and respect. The
convention hall proposal ought to be aban-
doned, whether the University authorities dis-
charge their responsibilities in this regard or
not. More than that, the city should create a
university and hospital zone embracing all the
territory up from' Sherbrooke street and be-
tween University and McTavish streets. In
respect of other hospitals in the city the same
prmc‘ipal should be invoked as far as local
sonditions permit, but so far as the Royal Vie-
topia is concerned, situated as it is close to
the University and operated in association
With it, there are no difficulties to be over-
Come, As to an auditorium or convention hall
there ap¢ plenty of other sites available, equal-
1y centyy), much more accessible, and in every
Way more appropriate for the purpose.
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ALFRED MATHIEU
J-M. SAVIGNAC,N. P
WM-SMILEY WELDON

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G.,
Principal, McGi University,
ont

~“r suan to our conversa-
tion of 1 W re Conv ion Hall, at which
time you ir timc ed that it was the i Lpnt*on of MeGill
University Authorities to erect Kall
in the future, it occurred to me I
versity Corporation might grant to
necessary upon which to build such a Hall,
site of the David McCord Museum, a&nd the 3
erect same, and grant permission to the University
the use of said hall, when and as required by it.

I am writing this letter with
the sanction of my Colleagues on the Executive Commit-
tee as they are unanimous in assisting me to have such
a place in the so called English quarter of the City.

I may mention that I have had
the Chairman of our Board of Ass rs me a state-
ment of the value of the block immediately opposite
on the south side of therbrooke Street, including the
Drummond Estate property and find that same is in the
vieinity of $750,000,00.

That, of course, will kill the
project, as I pointed out already that you can figure
another twenty-five per cent of the cost of the buil-
ding for foundation.

As a resident of St. George Ward,
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J-ALLAN BRAY, PRESIDENT
TANCREDE FORTIN, C.R.
ALFRED MATHIEU
J-M. SAVIGNAC, N. P.
WM-SMILEY WELDON

for forty-one years, I am profoundly interested
in having such a hall in our midst, as there is
a crying needfor same, and if the present oppor-
funity is allowed to slip, we may never have one.

Awaiting a reply at your earliest con-
venience, I remain

Yours very truly,

Member of the Executive
Committee.




Alderman v, S. eldom,
Executive -ommittes,
City Hall,
Nontreal, P,

L]

Dear Alderman Weldon,

Your letter of September lst arrived
during my absense on 2 short vacation, and I must
apelogize * the delay in acknowledément,.

~

foz

“olonel Bovey tells me that Messrs.
Perry and uke, the arshitects, called hers during
my absence, and wers told by him that before any
counsideration could bs given to the sugges tion
that the University might grant %o the City the
ground necessary for the erection of a Convention
Hall, it would be advisable for them to furaish
me with a rough sketch plan, which I might discuss
with my Committes.

Y
-

I mugt make it clear 2% 1 am in mo
way able to undertakes that the Boayr I Goveraors
would consent to the allenation of any portica of

our propertye. If they thought well of the sug-
gestion, it might bde pessible to form a Joint
corporation, such as is now in possession of the
building housing the Pulp and Paper Research Institute
on University Street, which would hold the land on,
8ay, a 9%=year or emphy teutic lsase. The plans
would, of course, be subjeet to our approval, and

any arrangement arrived at would involve considerable
use of the building by the University.

Ever yours faithfully,

Principal




Comitée Exécutif BleSils Executtve Committee
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Hotel de Ville L Gity Hall

J-ALLAN BRAY, PRESIDENT Montreal , September 25th, 1931.

TANCREDE FORTIN, C.R.
ALFRED MATHIEU
J-M. SAVIGNAC, N. P.
WM-SMILEY WELDON

SiI‘ Arthur Wo Currie, G'C.M.G.’ K.C.B.’
Principal, MeGill University,
Montreal.

Dear Sir Arthur,

I beg to acknowledge
recelpt of your letter of the 24th inst., and
in reply thereto express my regret that the oppor-
tunity toobtain a Convention Hall in the centre of
the City, half of which would have been paid by
the Federal and Provincial Governments, has passed
&s the Provincial Premier gave our Committee to
understand that any buildings erected, which would
entail a further burden upon our budget, would not
be permitted in the Unemployment Relief Programme.

I remain,

Yours very truly,

Member of the Executive
Committee.
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Mrs. Murray called today and asked my opinion
as to the advisability of a campaign to
raise money for a large concert hall,

I discouraged her by saying that I was sure
that 2t the present time such a campaign
would not receive the support of the men

on the Board of Governmrs of lcGill University
beczuse a campaign now of that magnitude would
"muddy the street”.

She seemed very interested in all I had to
tell her of lMcGill's problems and I am sure she
is a friend of the University.
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A CONSERVATORY FOR MONTREAL.
NCE of the policy of facilitating
fural development in this Province, the
Conservatory of Music
ounced. This will bhe
y. There is no city

erican Continent

TL“,C-Iu'\’lT};Z' public, mnone

to opportuni-
Unfortunately
requent. Moreove

not as comprehe

infention .of the Gov-
Conservatory at whic
ain a thorough grounding, a

musical background, as it were,
preliminary to finishing their studies abroad,—
a Conservatory, moreover, to which successful
| students may re 1 and take up teachir
positions. It is a laudable idea, and it is suscej
tible f I' cal elaboration. Fortunate
mt is a department of culture into which
politics can hardly enter.
rould, 1 ever, be most unfortunate
nered the impres
the announcement that a Conservato
that

no facilities for musical studies.
he contrary, there are several. McGill
servatory has done splendid work in the

is continuing to do such work,

rounding pupils and in preparing em for
advanced studies, in every branch of music.
The long record of successful Canadians who
have won ] 2es for themselves in the world ¢
music testifies to the thoroughness of McGill's
training But this institution is not within the
reach of everybody, rnor is it large enough to
take care of more than a small proportion of
those desirous, to study. A new Conservatory
under Government auspices w111 therefore meet
a long felt need.




512 ST.CATHERINE STREET WEST,
MONTREAL.

1930 .

General Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G.,K.C.B.,
Prineipal & Vice-Chancellor,
11eGill University,

dUN A8 e

Dear Sir Arthur:-

Enclosed please find ecopy of
letter to the Hon. Mr. David, dated larch 3lst,
which explains itself.

[
n

do not know just what i
his mi iy 0 a Conservatorium of
but thougt [ WOt ike to get an expression
him and & h a1 ime what he thinks ab
the proposed Music or Convention Hall.

was lMr. Beatty or Col. lMolson who said

to me, the question would be brought up

next Meeting of the Governors of licGi

if the site would be avasilable.

if it was brought up or nots

,:i (S A
Qo

-
=

,
'4
[
s O wm

SO
SRS
Ox ct
'_Jn
ct

Trusting you are keeping well

and with kind

sincerely,

/
/) N m (‘/{'__ Q¢

>
4

Copy of letter and Clipp;ng encl




The Honourable Athanase
'T

a
L
e

Messrs., Elliot?t 1,
?75 gt, James Stre
1 MR WAT

AUV LU @

I am interested i the enclosed
ine in reference to a Comservatorium Music.
ize there is need for a “o&n ", or
Hall, which would be suitable for ge gather-

on similar lines to the Massey Hall in Toronto,
Nlth a seating capeecity of 3,000 or more.

As I know MeGill are also in-
terested in g Hall of this kind I went to see Sir
Arthur Currie about it and he was very much inter-

ested and in writing to Mr. Beatty Chancellor of
MeGill later on about it he said they would bring
up the question at a leeting of the Govermors of
MeGill College.

Mr. Louis Bourdon has been
speaflng t0 me on the same subject and he states he
is unable to bring the best n musical organ izations
here from the U.S. on account of not having a suit-
able music hall to accomodate them. He spoke
about the Boston and Philadelphia Symphony Orches-
tras in this connection.

I understand McGill College
have land on the North-East corner of Sherbrooke
and leTavish Street, which would be suitable for
such a building and on talking the matter over with
our President, Mr. J.A. Hebert, Mr. Louis Bourdon
and others, they seemr to think it would be a cen-
tral and suitable location for such premises.

I note there is a movement
on foot on the part of Miss Martha Allen and her
associs tes for a small Theatre, and the thought
has just occured to me, might it be combined in
this same building and perhaps the Conservatorium
which you have in mind.




The Honourable Athanase

think some of the Music halls
in Boston, perha yrphony Hall among others have
Conservatoriums in connection with them in the same
building.

I
Q
N

I have been interested in the
welfare of MeGill Conservatorium of Music, since
its inception. There have been numerous undertak-
ings during the past twenty years to get a lMusic
Hell built here, as you probably know, but for some
reason or another none of them succeeded, but when
we see your name and the Govermment interested in
some such underteking it looks more promising and
will no doubt develop for the benefit of all con-
cerned and prove a success.

I would be interested in some
such underteking and be prepared to assist it in
every possible way and I am confidént the community
would highly apprecigte anything you see fit to do
in such an undertaking. The need for such a build-
ing is greater than ever before.

Trusting to hear something fur-
ther about it from you in the near future.

Yours very truly,

CWL :SH . (Sgd) CJW. LINDSAY.




Lot me a wledge your letter
add that I have just been talking
who came to see me with reference
were anxious for me to support a
immediately, to raise funds for a
concerts and other kindred PUrposes.

I told them that MeGill was in-
tensely interosted i ieh 2 project and had repeatedly shown
that interest by its lingness give 2 site on which susch
a hall might be built;: bdu that the Governors of the Univere
sity would not at the preso m £ with favour upon any
campalign to raise such a la anount uch a purpose.

In thelr opinion, the Nel ampaign must me first, 1t
1s ten years since the last sampa ig and the condition of
the University o 1at time was sush : money raised
was used up either in builldings or endowment in a souple of
yoarss OS50 that for the past seven or eight years, the Unie
versity has had no sdditional revemue and has been steadily
going into debt. The time has, th refore, come when some~
thing must be done. The University has stood aside on two
or three occasions to make way for campaligns for other pur-
poses, but it cannot wait any longer.

1 been suggested, of
course, that this projesct of th a hall be included
in the campaign, and I think
vory earnest consideration.

I hope you are keeping well,

and with all good wishes ,

I am,
Bver yours faithfully,

Principal,
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7ith all kind wishes,
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Ever yours faithfully
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As you suggest,
elements which enter into the

receive due considerations -

I shall bear in mind what you say

the McCord lNuseunm an readily give you the assu

that 1f the lMuseum is moved from its pres site
quarters will be for it,

many thanks for your letters,

Yours faithfully,

Prinéipal.
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General Stir Arthur Currie;-
Prineipal MeGill University
Sherbrooke Street West.,
City

4 The( > ‘XW‘
Dear Mr.Principal;~ ]VY- Covcl NV gt |

—

Observing (by the newspapers) that yu are
approving of the McCord Museum corner as s site for the Memo-~
rial Hall proposed by the I.0.D.E. - I beg leave, as repre-
senting Dr MeCord, to call the attention of the University to
& provision in the DUeed of Gift by him, that in such esse &
building of equal kind be provided for this Museum. Remowval
has of course, always been contemplated., His own view has

been that a separate entrance was an indispensable element,

to mark the individusl character of the institution. May I
suggest that MeGill might make it one of the conditions of
the Hall enterprise that a part of the Hall, with a separate
entrane{ be devoted to the McCord Museum. The Hall itself -
a8 a Memorial - would in any event naturally suggest the depo-
8it within its walls of some selected relics of the Great
War, such as flags,

I am, dear Sir Arthur.

o
/
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Honlreal, March 24th 3923

General Sir Artyue Currie,
Principal MeGill University
Sherbrooke Street West
City.

Dear Sir;-

Memorial Hall .-

Having a year or so ago, made some public sug-
gestions on the subject of such a Hall may I now briefly
repeat, for the benefit of all concerned,my general thoughts.

1.A8 to financing, three elements of our peo~
ple ought to be appealed to, and should unite, namely (a)
MeGill University, which needs a Convocation Hall, and
should own it, subject to conditions arising from the sub-
seription; (b) the elements who desire a Memorial of our war
dead (e¢) the musical and other elements in the city who feel
the need of a great public hall in Montreal. Even if the
last should turn out an indefinite quantity, they would
make & valuable supporting voice which would strengthen the
subscriptions.

No one of these three elements of our English
speaking community (to whom alone we can 16o0k) is strong
enough to carry such an enterprise alone.

The next point I would like to make is about
the architecture. The leading idee being that of a Memorial,
the whole impression of the building should be that of a memo-




Calle. Setitycss, Halloght'"

Siphthenl? v Loghithhat?

: 4 2/ /// /S ey //
= : 3 % DY  MNowyat - W A S teelcler2q
& //'j///'/'/.//r/u} olrceZors / 2 Fa /,’/

WD) Soahitthntd K€ LLD

NS Loghthhad?, B.C.L . /Aw//vw/. Marech 24th 1923.

General Sir Arthur CurriG.ccecceele

rial - not sepulchral, but eminently grave and dignified - no
frills. It oughtnot to seek to be 2 monument of Vietory,but
rather of Remembrance. If if could a&so suggest a note of

Empire and Imperial history, that would be good.

Yours truly.

Wk e
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and Y read it, barrin' the advertisments, from
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news of our Alma Mater brings not a little
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Commonwealth,
and t!
transforms nlans into building ¢ 20
sity groungs from having erected on

a hideous round building like a greai gas reservoir? Could anything
be uglier and more incongistent than Convocation Hall in Toronto
University,8r Albert Hall in London ? And yet I fear that we are
going to go them one better in McGill, for is not the finest site that

Acoustics

the University pos s already earmarked for desecration ?

"

3

demand a round building £

The Convocation Hall o

Edinburkh Univergity, McEwe all,ig round duulding, and yet its
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