
512 St.Catherine Street West. 

Montreal.

February 5th, 1930

General Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G 
Principal So Vice-Chancellor,
McGill University,
M0HTRE6.L.

K.C .3 • )• *

Dear Sir Arthur:-

I have just read your letter of 
personally, I dothe 3rd instant with interest, 

not feel that $200,000.00 would cover the cost of 
suitable building on the McGill Campus, to be 

used for various purposes, but this figure was 
mentioned by one who would like to see a Music 
Hall erected.

a

I am enclosing you a copy of my 
letter to Dr. Martin, dated December 21st, 1929, 
which explains itself, so you may be familiar with 
the subject when it comes up at the Joint Committee 
Meeting.

I note what you say about Dr. 
Collip, which is most interesting and I trust will 
develop as you anticipate for the benefit of the 
world at large.

With kind regards.

Yours sincerely,
P.a>.

CWL :8H .

Copy of letter enclosed
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M01ÎTRZA1, De cercler 21 st, 1929.

Dr. Charles P. Martin,
Dean of the Da o ait y of Medecine, 
McGill University,
HOIÎTRHAL.

Dear Dr. Marti n : -

In reference to the proposed Conva­
lescent Home, it appears to me it could he accomplished 
without any public campaign if a group of people would 
join together and contribute the amount required, 
seems to me an amount of §200,000.00 should provide 
the land and building and say §50,000.00 for furnishing.

According to Miss Parker ls Budget, 
she with the assistance of the girls she is training, 
would expect to make it pretty nearly self-supporting, 
and i think this could be done, provided the greatest 
economy was enforced from the start.

I am somewhat familiar with the 
operations of the Montreal Convalescent Home on St.
Mark Street - they have about nine private beds pay­
ing at the rate of §3.00 per day as a maximum and 
about nineteen public ward beds which do not 
much and in some cases free.
their last Annual Statement was on an average of §1.54 
per day and they broke about even for the year, 
oi the patients are from the M.G.H. The y are very 
desirous of extending their work. It is run by Miss 
Stewart, the President, and a Committee of ladies and 
personally I have great faith in the assistance of 
ladies running institutions of the kind on an econom­
ical basis.

It

pay very 
Their cost as shown in

Half

I think, as stated on Thursday 
that the Provincial Government might do something for 
a new Convalescent Home backed by the influence of 
the R.V.H
and influential citizens, 
looking for a site for their Hospital and one of them 
recently told me that they had land in ÎI.D.G. offered 
to them from ten to forty cents per foot, which they 
were seriously considering, 
would no doubt, be less expensive if the proper build­
ing' and location could be found but this would be very 
difficult and personally I favour new premises and 
then we can get something up-to-date and approaching

the M.G.H yourself and other prominent 
The Jewish people are

• » • i

A ready made outfit,
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-2-Dr. Charles F. Lïartin

I suggested six months time in order
I find where there

our requirements.
to get plans and things under way. 
is no definite time fixed things drag indefinitely and 
sometimes peter out entirely.

I would not in any way wish to inter­
fere with any building plans for Hospital extension the 
Joint Committee have on hand or with any future campaign 
which may "be under consideration, but am of the opinion 
that the new proposed Convalescent Home is of sufficient 
importance to"the Hospitals and the community to proceed 
with it immediately and make it a separate issue. relays 
are dangerous.

If something on the above lines meets 
with the approval of yourself and friends and the H.7.H. 
and the M.G.H., who would no doubt be the largest con­
tributors of patients and the undertaking be put through 
in the time specified, I would be pleased to subscribe 
the sum of §50,000.00 towards the enterprise, payable 
§25,000.00 when the ground is broken and the balance one 
year later.

If the above meets with general 
approval it might be wise to get some of our leading 
wealthy and prominent men to head the list as their 
influence and support would insure success of the under­
taking.

I thought your address was instruc­
tive and interesting and of value to the community.and 
especially those who are interested in philanthropic 
and charitable works.

Wishing you À "Very Lierry Christrias
and a Happy and Prosperous Hew Year.

Yours sincerely,

CÏÏL :SH. fsgd) C.W. Lindsay.
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August 10th,

19 3 1. m

G. F. Martin, Esq 
Dean, Faculty of Medicine, 

McGill University, 
Montreal, Que.

M. D• > • y

mm
Dear Doctor Martin:-

I am enclosing for your obser­

vation the edition of August 7th of the "Montreal Her­

ald”, outlining the proposed million dollar convention 

hall over the McTavish reservoir.

;

i §18

I If we have any good objections 

to advance regarding this proposal, I think that some 

action should be taken on behalf of the hospital and 

college.

E

r§ v

I

I shall await your further

advice.
lYours very truly,
ifI

W. R. Chenoweth,

Superintendent
I

■ ■

..... ..



rtncipal.

:-ver yours faithfully,

In the edition of the Montreal 
"Herald" of Friday, August 7th, appears a out 
of a "Million Dollar Convention Hail for Montreal". 
It refers to you as the primo mover for this 
project and gives other particulars.

ill you please tell me just how far 
this project has gone, 
is most profoundly interested.

Thanking you for the ;avour of an 
I am,

naturally,McGill University

early reply.

Dear Alderman ieldom —

Alderman V/ll^iam . "eldon, 
City of Montreal,

■

August 14th, 1931•
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, , Comité Exécutif
Hôtel de Ville

PH® /V q Exœutive Committee
Ciîy Hall

&

m
MontréalU-Allan Bray, président 

Tancrède Fortin, c.r. 
Alfred Mathieu 

•JtM. Savignac, n. p. 
Wm.-Smiley Weldon

, August 17th,1931.

Sir Arthur '.V. Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
Principal and Vice-Chamcellor,
McGill University,
Montreal.

Dear Sir Currie:

In reply to your letter
of the 14th inst., r_e proposed Convention Hall,
I beg to explain that in the preparation of a 
referendum to be submitted to the tax-payers in 
September next, each alderman was requested to 
state what work would be most necessary to be 
done in his ward; naturally, I said that for 
years the public have been clamoring for a Con­
vention and Music Hall, especially in the Centre 
of the City as there is nothing of that kind since 
I had the old Windsor Hall demolished, to make 
room for the extension to the Windsor Hotel when 
I was Managing Director there.

It was suggested to me by 
the Director of Public Works that as were going 
to cover over the reservoir any way, it would 
make a very fine site for a Convention Hall, as 
the City would not have to purchase any land and 
the foundation is already made.

IH
: y The services of Messrs. Perry 

& Luke, architects, were then enlisted to make a 
tentative plan for same, and in the event of the 
referendum going through, they could be engaged to 
perfect the plans as in the case of any similar 
work being done in the other wards.

■
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vba Executive Committee
City Hall

. , Comité Exécutif
Hotel de Ville

Montréal , August 3.7th, 1931.Jr-ALLAN Bray, président 
Tancrède Fortin, c.r. 

Alfred Mathieu 
JrM. SAVIGNAC, N. P. 

Wm.-Smiley Weldon

2Sir Arthur Currie,

If, as it so happened last year,, 
and Provincial Governments subscribe 

unemployment fund, we will proceed with^the Federal 
to the
our proposed programme 
the subscription and a referendum will not then 
be necessary, as last year's contribution took 
care of almostAthe work we had outlined for a 
referendum in 1930.

Hoping that I have been sufficiently
assuring you of my 
r information, I

this letter 
give any f

Yours very truly,

Member of the Executive 
Committee.
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Principal.

Sear Alderman Weldon:-

Thank you very much for your 
I would like toletter of August 17th. 

have an opportunity of discussing this mejr^eef't 
with you» Could I go to see you,or will you 
come to sea me dome morning? If you would 
telephone to me wo could arrange when and where 
wo could meet.

Yours faithfully.

Alderman V/b» Se TTeldon, 
Executive Committee,
City Hall, 
Montreal,

August 18th, 1931,

;
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Montreal s million dollar convention hall, plans for which are proceeding apace, is pictured 

above as drawn by Luke and Perry, Architects. Aid. William S. Weldon, prime mover for the pro- 
ject, is backed by Mayor Camillien Houde. The hall will be built over the McTavish street reservoir, 1(l 
which must be covered over anyhow. It will seat 7,800, in the large hall, and will have smaller ^ 

lr committee rooms. Unemployed relie^Tunds may be used in its construction.
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MONTREAL'S MODERN EVENING NEWSPAPER

MONTREAL, FRIDAY, AUGUST 7, 1931.

Million Dollar Convention Hall For Montreal
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August 28th., 1931,

SÈ

The Editor,
The Gazette, 
Montreal,

Dear Sir:*

In this doming*s Issue there 
appears an editorial entitled " a University 
and hospital Zone". This Is, I believe, 
the first editorial somment you have made 
i. i uh reference to the proposed ereotlon of 
a convention hall over the McTavish Street 
reservoir, and you refer to a conference 
the University authorities had with civic 
representatives last Wednesday, Hay I say 
that your comment does not represent fairly 
what took place at the conference.

I am the University authority who 
attended that conference on Wednesday last, 
I first heard of this project by seeing an 
issue of the Montreal Heaald of August 7th 
on the front page of wnich appeared a cut 
of the “Million Dollar Convention Hall for 
Montreal”. 
noted this news.
Alderman eldon and asked him to inform me

I presume the Gazette also 
I immediately wrote to

r X-.J;



just how far the project had gone and saying 
that the University was most profoundly Interested» 
As a result of his reply I asked for an opportunity 
of discussing the matter with him, and the Interview 
took place last Wednesday morning»

m 1 protested vigorously against the erection 
of the convention hall on the site mentioned on 
the following grounds:*

1. The elte le on neither street-car nor bus 
routes, but Is at the top of a steep hill 
and well away from hotels and stations so 
that motor traffic, when the ha|l wns being 
used, would be very heavy»

2. There are two approaches, one by Pine Avenue 
and one by HcTavish Street, 
possibility of ontr ri from the McGill 
campus In iron of the lie ioal Building and 
so into 0 rleton Road sonld not be countenanced 
by the University»

The third

The crowding of Pine 'venue by motor traffic 
especially at night w uld probably be a serious 
annoyance to the Royal Victoria Hospital, for 
that part of Pine Avenue Is now marked "Quiet, 
Hospital Zone" and the heavy traffic might at 
times impede the ambulance,serviee»

3,

4 # HoTavish Street is very steep and not wide so 
that cars climbing to the Hall would do so 
mostly in second or low gear and hence would 
he particularly noisy» This route passes, the 
Unlve sity Library with Its reading rooms where 
quiet is essential, and the 2 resbyterian College, 
where many Unlve sity and Theological students 
live and where lectures are given»

6. The three nearest north and south streets. Peel, 
"cTavish, and University, are all steep and in 
the winter are apt to be dangerous to motor 
traffic is this is oo gee ted, and are frequently 
very slippery for pedestrians, while each has at 
its -ine Avenue end a difficult corner»

6. The traffic would therefore interfere seriously 
v?lth the amenities and necessary quiet of a 
hospital and university neighbourhood, and would 
with such steep and difficult streets lead to 
serious congestion and probably to accidents»

.
»



- , -

7 « oreover for pedos sriane the site is unsuitable. 
Sven the : oyse Hall in the Campus is considered 
out of the way by the general public who w uld 
much prefer a more accessible site and a less 
strenuous climb both in the hot 
the cold and slippery winters.

1 P inted out that in all probability the erection 
of a convention hall would result in more 
prostitutes than ever living between the University 
area and 31. Catherine Street.

I wound up my protest with a plea that if it were 
decided to cover the reservoir, the wisdom of which 
1 questioned, that the City might eroot an aquarium 
an institution of an educational character, 
of great interest always to the public.

îhis c nstitutes, 1 believe, a little more than 
What you choose to term * a rather mild and uncertain 
criticism .hod me conclude by saying that Alderman 
oldon have an assurance that the matter would not he 

pressed in view of the iver ity*s oroteat.

summers and in

8.

9. i:

and one

m
■v
t
I
I

Yours faithfully,

I

Principal.:

I
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August 26th, 193la

■ The Editor,
The Gazette, 
Montreal*

i

Dear Sir*»

l enclose you herewith letter
W® trust thatfrom Sir Arthur Currie, 

you will use this, preferably in the form
of an interview.

Yours faithfully»SM'S ;

ilfrid Bovey, 
Director,

I

I

______V______ . Eà" Ü



CONVENTION HALL

Objections to the Reservoir Site

1. The plans contemplate crowds of six or seven thousand so that the traffic will 
be heavy.

/ 2-
The site is on neither street-car nor bus routes, but is at the top of a steep 
hill and well away from hotels and stations so that motor traffic, when the hall 
was being used, would be very heavy.

There are two approaches, one by Pine Avenue and one by McTavish Street.
The third possibility of entering from the McGill campus in front of the 
Medical Building and so into Carleton Road could not be countenanced by the 
University.

3.z-

4. The crowding of Pine Avenue by motor traffic especially at night would probably 
be a serious annoyance to the Royal Victoria Hospital, for that part of Pine 
Avenue is now marked "Quiet, Hospital Zone" and the heavy traffic might at times 
impede the ambulance service.

I<y

f f
r5- McTavish Street is very steep and not wide so that cars climbing to the Hall 

would do so mostly in second or low gear and hence would be particularly noisy. 
This route passes the University Library with its reading rooms where quiet is 
essential, and the Presbyterian College, where many University and Theological 
students live and where lectures are given.z

if 61
The three nearest north and south streets, Peel, McTavish, and University, 
are all steep and in the winter are apt to be dangerous to motor traffic if this is 
congested, and are frequently very slippery for pedestrians, while each has at 
its Pine Avenue end a difficult corner.

7. The traffic would therefore interfere seriously with the amenities and necessary 
quiet of a hospital and university neighbourhood, and would with such steep and 
difficult streets lead to serious congestion and probably to accidents.

r Moreover for pedestrians the site is unsuitable. Even the Mcyse Hall in the 
Campus is considered out of the way by the general public who would much prefer 
a more accessible site and a less strenuous climb both in the hot summers and 
in the cold and slippery winters.
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MONTREAL, FRIDAY, AUGUST 28.

A UNIVERSITY AND HOSPITAL ZONE.
Representatives of McGill University are 

reported to have conferred with Aid. Weldon 
on Wednesday regarding the proposed erec­
tion of a half-million-dollar convention hall 

the McTavish street reservoir. Alderman
!

over
Weldon is, we understand, the father of this 
project. In the discussion on Wednesday there 

to have.been expressed some doubt asappears
to the suitability of the site, the criticism 
ing, presumably, from the University author­
ities present. If these authorities had used 
this conference for the purpose of voicing a 
vigorous and determined protest against the 
project they would have been serving the in­
terests of the University much more wisely

rom­

and effectively.
To construct a public auditorium over a ; 

reservoir from which so many people of Mont- . 
real draw their drinking water is objectionable 

sentimental grounds, but there are otherupon
and more practical considerations of sufficient I 
importance to condemn it. The site is in the I 
heart of the university and hospital district 
and its proximity must inevitably hamper the 
work of both institutions, this being particu- | 
Jarly true of the Royal Victoria Hospital, | 
whose patients require quiet surroundings as |; 
a condition essential to their satisfactory re- j 

A public auditorium of the kind sug- jcovery.
gested cannot be other than a source of noise, 
which, however harmonious, must interfere 
with the quiet of the hospital and the class­
room, and there is no guarantee that the noise 
emanating from such a place would be har­
monious in every instance; in an age of jazz 
music this is too much to expect. Moreover, 
the increased traffic which the presence of such 
an auditorium would create, the honking of 
horns and the grinding of brakes, and so on, 
would in itself constitute an objection suffi­
ciently strong to ensure the summary rejec­
tion of the project by all those who have the j| 
true interest of" the University and the Hos- jl 
pital at heart. Aid. Weldon, perhaps, is in- 1 
different to these considerations, but the Uni- J 
versity authorities ought not to be, and some | 
much more forcible protest should have been 1 
uttered by them than what appears to have J 

rather mild and uncertain criticism. I 
The public are not inclined to be tolerant I 

of the expressions of vandalism which, in the j 
minds of some aldermen, are mistaken for civic 
improvements. A sufficiently striking example 
of this crudity of thought has been afforded j 
in the admission of tram cars to the mountain, 
and in the erection of some sort of pavilion, 
or eating house, on the mountaintop. Mount 
Royal was intended to be preserved as a 
natural and unspoiled- recreation ground for 
the inhabitants of the city and its visitors, and 
as such it was maintained 
Little by little, however, encroachments are 
beiffg made which, under the guise of improve­
ments, are robbing the mountain park of its 
most attractive feature. If Aid. Weldon and 
his associates in the City Council approve of 
this kind of thing, the public do not, and the 

these mischievous activities are discon-

8
SI8
68 vI been a

8.

until recent years.

sooner
tinued the better it will be for all concerned.I 
The proposed auditorium over the reservoir isl 

example of aTdermanic indifference 
to considerations of public and private comfortj 
which the people’s representatives should, in 
all circumstances, observe and respect. The 
convention hall proposal ought to be aban­
doned, whether the University authorities dis­
charge their responsibilities in this regard or 
not. Move than that, the city should create a 
university and hospital zone embracing all the 
territory up from' Sherbrooke street and be­
tween University and McTavish streets. In 
respect of other hospitals in the city the 
principal should be invoked as 
conditions permit, but so far as the Royal Vic­
toria is concerned, situated as it is close to 
the University and operated in association 
With it, there are no difficulties to be over­
come. As to an auditorium or convention hall 
there are plenty of other sites available, equal­
ly central, much more accessible, and in every 
way more apPr°Pr*ate *or the purpose.

one more

same 
far as local

BE
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Hôtel de Ville

Executive Committee
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Montréal, September 1st, 1931.J-Allan Bray, président 
Tancrède Fortin, c.r. 

Alfred Mathieu 
J-M. Savignac,n p 

Wm.-Smiley Weldon

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B. LL.D., 
Principal, McGill University,
Mont real.

Dear Sir Arthur:

Pursuant to our conversa­
tion of last Wednesday re. Convention Hall, at which 
time you intimated that it was the intention of McGill 
University Authorities to erect a convocation Hall 
in the future, it occurred to me that the McGill Uni­
versity Corporation might grant to the City the ground 
necessary upon which to build such a Hall, say on the 
site of the David McCord Museum, and the City would 
erect same, and grant permission to the University 
the use of said hall, when and as required by it.

I am writing this letter with 
the sanction of my Colleagues on the Executive Commit­
tee as they are unanimous in assisting me to have such 
a place in the so called English quarter of the City.

I may mention that I have had 
the Chairman of our Board of Assessors make me a state­
ment of the value of the block immediately opposite 
on the south side of Sherbrooke Street, including the 
Drummond Estate property and find that same is in the 
vicinity of $750,000.00.

eSKüs-iSfe!

V

1rM
That, of course, will kill the 

project, as I pointed out already that you can figure 
another twenty-five per cent of the cost of the buil­
ding for foundation.

I
■I

SB
Jr*

As a resident of St. George Ward,,■
Ü

2

Ihsss : -vi M;:;M. v".
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Û ph;, Comité Exécutif

Hôtel de Ville

Z Executive Committee
City Hall
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vé
sU-Allan Bray, président 

Tancrède Fortin, c.r. 
Alfred Mathieu 
JtM. Savignac, n. p. 

Wm.-Smiley Weldon

Montréal, September 1st, 1931.Ilm

m

Sir Arthur Currie,

2

for forty-one years, I am profoundly interested 
in having such a hall in our midst, as there is 
a crying needfor same, and if the present oppor­
tunity is allowed to slip, we may never have one.

Awaiting a reply at your earliest con­
venience, I remain

Yours very truly,
Ï

i ! Member of the Sxecutive 
Committee.

as



September 24, 1931.

Alderman w. S. Weldon, 
Executive Committee, 
City Hall,
Montreal, P. 3.

Dear Alderman Weldon,

. 1 our letter of September lit
during my absence on a short vacation and T nurt 
apologise for the delay m aoknov/leigmen?! '

Perry and Lu£°^ ^‘h^ing

that the University mi grant E’tEWS. 

ground neoeeeary for the erection of a Convention 
Il II À vb° advisabi* for them to furnish
with £ co»m.:î**oh pl“* whloh 1 aleht

„ * Ercu*^ make it clear that I am la an
ZZlî * t0 ^ndertake the Board of Governors
our oronerty to ^h® ali®natioi; of any portion of 
our property. If they thought well of the sue-
Costion, it might be possible to form a Joint
corporation, such as is now in possession of the
on Universit** th® Pulp and PaP°r Besearch Institute

treet* ;7hlch would hold the land 
9»*yeaP or emphyteutlo lease. The plane 

ould* ox course, be subject to our approval and

Û« Ôn^’eteïîdîrrlr4tat W°'li4 lnvolTe «onsid.ralle use or the building by the University.

on.

Ever yours faithfully.

Principal

&



____________________________ _________

Comilé Exécutif Executive Committee
City HaU

m
Û3Hôtel de Ville

MontréalJ-Allan Bray, président 
Tancrède Fortin, c.r. 

Alfred Mathieu 
JtM. Savignac, n. p. 

Wm.-Smiley Weldon

, September 25th,1931.

Sir Arthur W Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
Principal, McGill University,
Mont real.

.

' i Dear Sir Arthur,Si

I beg to acknowledge
receipt of your letter of the 24th inst., and 
in reply thereto express my regret that the oppor­
tunity toobtain a Convention Hall in the centre of 
the City, half of which would have been paid by 
the Federal and Provincial Governments, has passed 
as the Provincial Premier gave our Committee to 
understand that any buildings erected, which would 
entail a further burden upon our budget, would not 
be permitted in the Unemployment Relief Programme.

I remain,

Yours very truly,

Tl

vvu

Member of the Executive 
Committee.
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June 4th, 1930.

I
Mrs* Alexander Hurray, 
29 Ihxrray Avenue, 
"estmount, P. Q.

^nth reply to your letter of May
v. J.» * 139 quote from a letter I wrote to Mrs. Greea-

shields on April thirteenth, 1923$ —

. ' Lt the noting hold In the Ohaneellorfs
"offioe some time

CâpiHilSlâ-
? plaood at the disposal of the University

î?e aoYoraors desirod if the University 
provided the property. I am authorised to 
Sivo you the assurance that tho University X7IU 
perait you to erect tho building on its roperty 
ii tne amount of money raised is sufficient to 
erect a building, which, from the point ov vim?

«h aro“2to6tur*« d9sl£»n and accommodation, will 
bo suitable for tho purposes for which it is

1 and *** it neete with the approval 
t.i° Board of Governors* It is to bo unders od 
that tho building will make provision for a 
convocation Hall and such other facilities as 

"usually accompany such a hall.

’’Purthenaoro, our tinderstanding is that 
■’after a certain period has elapsed, and I think 

the tine mentioned was twonty-fivo years; the 
building v/ill revert to the University as its 
"property.

HHHSff
. y.'i

:
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ÊËÊ
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It is the conviction of the Board, 
of OoTornors *l»t a oarpalgr. on botoir of the University ™i=t
,000- : : 0 , " ; : «“5 *S**!gf

liSSI f^&sph-JS-treal, and it has, on nore than one occasion, J 0
when assistanoe was being sought for ^^t get 
We have now reached a s ta&o when the nL"8 C
funds » or else very nuch curtail her activities.

«I an quite sure tho terns of management 
of such a building could be mde agreeable to 
all concerned.

I assure you that wo value vory 

r?»S%î=t"r=t™>^nt T?oûr«^ v:1u0U=°«o-oP=huL

Ever yours faithfully*

Principal.

I can give you tfce assurance that 
tho sane arrangonents withwe would be quite willing to m. o 

any other responsible group»
You ask if McGill University has 

We have such plans, but we areplans regarding a campaign, 
not ready to announce a definite date.

"The Governors are aware that tho building 
"site under consideration Is that of the fJoseph 

"property* on which at present stands the WcOord 
"BttSOTMe As this particular site has been set 
"aside for a Convocation Hall, there is, I thin!;,
"no question but that they would consider this the 
"nest sui .ablo location for the proposed rar Manorial .

I ■El
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June 4th, 1930,

\Prlncipale

and ! tn1^ V^tt^UST
you a copy of a lotter I have thlo day nallod to 
I2rs • Alexander Hurray»

, It is eqt hope that the next
campaign will make it possible to prooeed with the 
erection of a Convocation Hall which would be 
available for such services as Mrs. Hurray has in 
mind. no institution in tho City is-so hard up 
for funds as this University. Ten years ago. when 
the last campaign was held, it was in a pitiably 
run-down state and it needed every cent of the money 
then raised and more, to enable it to keep going. " 
I- fact, after tho buildings were erected which the 
governors had obligated themselves to erect, and 
after salaries were increased as they had then 

promised, every cent of the money raised in 
ly^-v was used up. And so. for ten years we have 
beon carrying along as best we can, each year going 
a little farther into debt until now we have reached 
a point when additional funds must be raised or the 
University will have to curtail its activities 
much. very

I was glad to see you looking 
ith all kind wishes,

I am.
Ever yours faithfully.

so well the other day.

ftV # w * Lindsay, Esq,.
1112 St. Catherine Street V'est,
Moatreal .

Dear Hr. Lindsay,

y
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_________

m2 St.Catherine Street West, 

Montreal
p

Jane 2nd, 1930.i

General Sir Arthur Carrie,G.C .LI.G 
Principal Vice-Chancellor, 
lie Gill 'university,
,.i01I2K-VA .

K.C .B • 9• 9

I)ea.T Sir Arthur
s Jrs. Alex. Murray, Mrs. J.J.

Lou.lon ami Mrs. Théo. Gnaedi nger, came to see me "by 
appointment at :y house about ten days ago in refer­
ence to a new hall, which might be used for music, 
conventions, convocations and in various other ways.

Mrs. ,,.urray, who appears to be 
the leader in the movement told me she had n in­
terview with you on the subject and stated that you

until after the McGill campaign takes place and she 
appeared to be prepared to follow your a'vice.

After discussing the proposition 
for some time we seemed to conclude that the ladies 
might work in together with
service to you in this way and at the same time 
accomplish their ends, if your campaign would include 
the proposed hall.

M A

:

■

AM I encouraged this part of our 
interview as it seems to me they can be of great 
value in connection 1th the McGill Campaign and their 

fluence, good will anil in some cases fi 
should be worth a lot.

C'A
I
:
MJ

I I have great Faith in the ladies 
and their work in connection with our various Insti­
tutions and see satisfactory results from them in a

]
and I see no reason why they should not help to carry 
the load.
connection with financial Federation?

It occured to me that . rs. Murray 
mould be approaching or writing you again after our 
interview.

S
1!

..'hat would we do without the ladies in1
E ' j

■
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4 IH2 St.Catherine Street West, 

Montreal

S

SBÿ;
Gen . Sir Arthur Ourrie, _ O w

^1|

■

: ;I
your tora^^rt^b^th^gMdwm KOre
SL ï£0 ♦

S!favourable for 
there just the was

' "t.
- ith kint! r egar ils.

VMYours sincere!/, 1.

»g ■
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April 3 , 1930.

HrS. Murray called today and asked my opinion 
as to the advisability of a campaign to 
raise money for a large concert hall.

I discouraged her by saying that I was sure 
that at the present time such a campaign 
would not receive the support of the men 
on the Board of Governors of McGill University 
because a campaign now of that magnitude would 
"muddy the street".

She seemed very interested in all I had to 
tell her of McGill’s problems and I am sure she 
is a friend of the University.
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Montreal needs a ggnoert Hall, This is apparent ,to those whose 
desire it is to ulture of our city - uphold the
dignity of Canada’s Metropolis and provide a place wherein not 
only artists of fame may be heard, but also where outstanding 
local talent may be given an opportunity of expressing itself in 
fitting surroundings. The subject has lorç- been discussed in 
music circles, but concerted effort has been somewhat lacking, 
owing probably to the need for sponsorship. Prom ye ar to jear 
the Montreal Music Week Committee under the guidance of the Delphic 
Study Club have brought this matter up at their annual music week 
luncheons, and such lovers of music as the Hon Mr A. David and Mr 
Justice Surveyor have spoken of this need. Time and again 
engagements of noted artists have had to be cancelled owing to 
lack of accomodation. At the present time, the Windsor Hall, with 
a capacity of little more than one thousand seats is the largest 
concert hall we have. At times, the Ball Booms of the Mount'Royal 
Hotel and Bitz Carlton Hotel have been used, but really MiUM 
neither of these is large enough for big concert work. Cortot's 
recent recital had to be staged at the St Denis Theatre, as will 
also the coming recital of Ereisler, and a theatre does not lend itself 
to this kind ofr-vork. 
need.

This is evident by Cortot's remarks as to our 
In Montreal a Concert Hall would be a splendid business 

propos 1 non, the same as it is in other large cities. Properly 
managed it should produce dividends to those who see its possibilities. 
Ony important point would be location, and Montreal is cosmopolitan 
enough to see ^ne advisability of such an edifice being erected in 
a central section of the city. "rhat would be better than a point 
within tne bounderies of Blaury, Pine, Guy and Dorchester. 
street might be a good suggest ion .as a location which would be 
dignified and away from general commercialism.
One which w>

Sherbrooke

--- I -■ The type of building.
-P, ^. Produce revenue the year round, apart from concert 

,;ort; ^ khis iv is meant that in addition to the concert halls a 
se^ r„on pou^'3 be erected for music studios to accomodate Professors 
and teachers o_ Mud c, and also Club Booms for Music Clubs. Per

Jast year the Ladies Morning Music Club paid the Bitz Carlton 
v335e J-°? bh6 use of the Ball Boom and $90. to the Y.M.C.A. There are 
many sue.. c_uds that could also be attracted to a music eentre. As 
regards the main portion of the building, a hall would be needed with 

y °: at least 4000. and other smaller ones of say, 1000, 1500
hnt V TheSe,halls could be rented, not only ffoc concerts,
0 . . t * balls such as the Armistice Ball and the Junior league.
»nri i^L2r5anlzati2?S would be Prospects, not to mention conventions

meetings. Apart from Concerts and Becitals sponsored 
-m S ?Jent concert managers, the Concert Hall Management, imbued 
recul?® brlnf1^ to the fore Canadian talent, could arrange
Pinanciup queb6«VeS’-In?eed f Jonoert Hal1 has great possibilities. Ittïnnf ? h ? Project could be done by the flotation of bonds
and undoiM a Provincial grant grant could be obta *
o.na undoubtedly the city would show

and
some interest . Convocationsand conventions of all kinds could be accomodated in a hall of 

this nature.



A CONSERVATORY FOR MONTREAL
¥ N PURSUANCE of the policy of facilitating 
* cultural development in this Province, the 
establishment of a Conservatory of Music 
for Montreal is announced. This will be 
welcome news to maûy. There is no city 
on the North American Continent that 
has a greater music-loving public, none 
that responds more readily to opportuni­
ties to hear fine music. Unfortunately, those 
opportunities are not frequent. Moreover, the 
facilities for study are not as comprehensive 
as could be desired.

Apparently it is the intention of the Gov­
ernment to establish a Conservatory at which 
students may obtain a thorough grounding, a 
substantial musical background, as it were, 
preliminary to finishing their studies abroad,— 
a Conservatory, moreover, to which successful 
students may return and take up teaching 
positions. It is a laudable idea, and it is suscep­
tible of practical elaboration. Fortunately,

| music is a department of culture into which 
I politics can hardly enter.
I It would, however, be most unfortunate if 
I any strangers gathered the impression, from 
I the announcement that a Conservatory is to 
I be established by the Government, that Mont- 
I real has no facilities for musical studies. On 
I the contrary, there are several. McGill Con- 
I servatory has done splendid work in the past, 
I and is continuing to do such work, alike in 
I grounding pupils and in preparing them for 
I advanced studies, in every branch of music. 
I The long record of successful Canadians who 
I have won places for themselves in the world of 
I music testifies to the thoroughness of McGill’s 
I training. But this institution is not within the 
I reach of everybody, nor is it large enough to 
I take care of more than a small proportion of 
I those desirous to study. A new Conservatory 
I under Government auspices will therefore meet 
fl a long felt need.
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512 St.Catherine Street West, 

Montreal.
15

April 1st, 1930 .m
■

General Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G.,K.C.B 
Principal & Vice-Chancellor,
McGill University,
MOimBAL.

• 9

Pear Sir Arthur:-as
m
mEnclosed please find copy of 

letter to the Eon. Mr. Pavid, dated March 31st, 
which explains itself.

I do not know just what is in 
his minâ in reference to a Conservatorium of Music 
Put thought I would like to get an expression from 
him and at the same time see what he thinks about 
the proposed Music or Convention Hall. I think it 
was Mr. Beatty or Col. Hols on who said in writing 
to me, the question would be brought un at the 
next Meeting of the Governors of McGill College 
if the site would be available, 
if it was brought up or not?

I

I have not heard

Trusting you are keeping well
and with kind regards.

Yours sincerely,
0. fa . f? rr,

CWLiSH.

Copy of letter and Clipping enclosed

;;;v:

I
Misas»i f •
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MARCH 31st, 1930.

The Honourable Athanase David, 
Messrs. Elliott & David,
275 St. James Street,
MONTREAL .

Dear Mr. David : -

I am interested in the enclosed 
clipping in reference to a Conservator!urn of Music.
I also realize there is need for a Community or 
Music Hall, which would De suitable for large gather­
ings, on similar lines to the Massey Hall in Toronto, 
with a seating capacity of 3,000 or more.

As I know He Grill are also in­
terested in a Hall of this kind I went to see Sir 
Arthur Currie about it and he was very much inter­
ested and in writing to Mr. Beatty Chancellor of 
McGill later on about it he said they would bring 
up the question at a Meeting of the Governors of 
McGill College.

Mr. Louis Bourdon has been 
speaking to me on the same subject and he states he 
is unable to bring the best musical organizations 
here from the U.S. on account of not having a suit­
able music hall to accomodate them, 
about the Boston and Philadelphia Symphony Orches­
tras in this connection.

He spoke

I understand McGill College 
have land on the Nor th-East corner of Sherbrooke 
and MoTavish Street, which would be suitable for 
such a building and on talking the matter over with 
our President, Mr. J.A. Hebert, Mr. Louis Bourdon 
and others, they seem to think it would be a cen­
tral and suitable location for such premises.

I note there is a movement 
on foot on the part of Miss Martha Allen and her 
associates for a small Theatre, and the thought 
has just occured to me, might it be combined in 
this same building and perhaps the Conservator!urn 
which you have in mind.

ilk
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The Honourable Athanase David. -2-

I think some of the Music halls 
in Boston, perhaps Symphony Hall among others have 
Conservatorioms in connection with them in the same 
"building.

I have "been interested in the 
welfare of McGill Conservator!um of Music, since 
its inception, 
ings during the past twenty years to get a Music 
Hall "built here, as you prohahly know, "but for some 
reason or another none of them succeeded, "but when 
we see your name and the Government interested in 
some such undertaking it looks more promising and 
will no doubt develop for the benefit of all con­
cerned and prove a success.

There have been numerous undertak-

I would be interested in some 
such undertaking and be prepared to assist it in. 
every possible way and I am confident the community 
would highly appreciate anything you see fit to do

The need for such a build-in such an undertaking, 
ing is greater than ever before.

Trusting to hear something fur­
ther about it from you in the near future.

Yours very truly,

(Sgd) C.W. LIHDSAY.OWL :SH.

1



m■
Y-:-.:

W}
April 4th, 1930.

0. 17, Lindsay, Bsq.,
512 St. Catherine Street V 

Montreal.
• *

Dear Mr, Lindsay,
::

concerts and other kindred purposes•

, . . . . m 1 told them that EoGill was in-
SH Îîtaîî!r!î*î*ln a ProJ90* and had repeatedly sheen

S11 S5 *•*»Vrv M^TîS.''SJ:In their opinion, the EIcGlll campaign must come first, 
is ten years since the last 
the University at that tine

It
campaign, and the condition of

was used up either In huildl^a ïr ?oUo5nent°ln alUplo^f 

yo ^s. oo that for the past seven or eight years, the Uni- 
▼ersity has had no additional revenue and has been steadily 
goinj; Into debt, The time has, therefore, come when sons- 
t-img mugt oo done, The University has stood aside on two
or tnroe occasions to make way for campaigns for other pur­
poses, but it cannot wait any longer.

It has been suggested, of 
course, that this projeot of the large hall be included 
In the campaign, and I think that suggestion is worthy of 
▼ery earnest consideration.

I hope you are keeping well.
and with all good wishes.

I am,
Ever yours faithfully,

Principal.

■ IPHËb -jil



512 St.Catherine Street WEst, 

Montreal.

January 30th, 1930.

Sir Arthur 7/. Currie, 
Principal ,
McGill University, 
HOHEREAL.

Pear Sir Arthur :-
Some time after my interview with 

in reference to the music hall, I wrote to Mr.you
Beatty on the subject ana sent him a copy of the mémo­
randum I left with you and got a reply from him ex­
pressing his interest in the suggestion, but seemed 
to think it might mean a campaign which he would not 
care to put ahead of the University Campaign. It 
was my thought that it might be accomplished by a few 
who would undertake the financing of it.

I also sent a copy of the letter 
to Col. Mol so n and he showed considerable interest in 
his reply and said the question would come up at the 
next Meeting of the Governors of McGill.

In talking it over with some 
others, they estimate the cost of the building any 
place from 3200,000.00 upwards, according to the 
size and class of construction.

There is no doubt in my mind the 
community are in need of some such building for the 

meetings which it might be used for and as 
stated to you, if it is the opinion and desire of 
others to furnish a hall for the people, I will be 
pleased to be one of the number to contribute towards

numerous

it.

You probably heard of my offer to 
Pr. Martin in reference to a Convalescent Home. I 
understand from Mr. Chenoweth and Pr. Haywood there 
is need for a Convalescent Home and that it would re­
lieve both Hospitals considerably and could be oper­
ated at a much lower cost than a general Hospital.
I also understand this question will come up before 
the Joint Committee at their next Meeting, and thought 
you would be interested and like to know some particu­
lars before the meeting.

•v-X m

iW

mm
.

■

y--v 'v

i - " .

mm
eéBsS

'

wm
sm



Yours si merely, 
it-> Ai

*1»

Trusting you are well and with
kind regards.

I have heard it said that there is 
an over-production of doctors and nurses, 
correct the same thing nay apply to Hospitals the way 
they have "been increasing during the past few years and 
on account of the number of prospective Hospitals 
on hand. Dor example, The Montreal University 
proposes a 500 led Hospital in connection with their 
new University;
150;
private and about the same number of public beds, and 
there may be others I do not think of, but on the other 
hand I understand the Hospitals are all full, so one 
has to be well informed to know the exact situation.

If this is

now

llotre-Dame BOO additional beds;
St. Henry about the same; the H.G.H. about 100

Verdun

GIL :SK.

Sir Arthur W. Currie. -2-

512 St.Catherine Street West, 

Montreal.
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February 3rd, 1930,

C, \7• Lindsay, Ssq 
512 St. Catherine Street 77est, 
Montreal .

I- * *

"Dear Mr. Lindsay,

I have read with much interest 
In fact, over sinceyour letter of January 30th, 

your interview with me in iqy office I have many 
times thought of your ideas and your promise to 
help In the provision of a large hall which could 
he used for community gatherings.

' v •

z

In this project the University 
is very much Interested and lias always boon willing 
to have such a building erected on its grounds 
provided the architecture was of such a class as 
could bo approved, and also provided that the 
University enjoy certain facilities, such as the 
use of the hall for Convocation purposes and for 
concert purposes.

In plans which Professor 
Hobbs prepared and which have been shown as 
Indicating the future development of the Uni­
versity, provision has beon made for some such 
building ! t the corner of MoTavish and Sherbrooke 
Street where the McCord Museum now stands.

. I do not think that a build-
ing such as would satisfy the University could 
bo erected for anything like $200,000. Money 
soens to go such a short distance these days, 
hen I remember that the comparatively snail 

addition to our Library cost *134,000, I am 
quite convinced that it would mean several

i i
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Z

tlmoa ?200,000 to supply US with a hall of 
sufficient size, and properly furnished. ?he

:v s‘-2 - - - z&sr1-o.i-d their delay of a year or two, coupled with
the ureak in the stock market and harder busi­
ness conditions Generally, have involved an 
embarrassine postponement of our campaign.
Each year the financial condition 
versity becomes worse, with the rosultTthTt we 
find it increasingly difficult 
the procession and much 
a position of leadership.

to keep up with 
more difficult to retain

easily met. Because we have"no 
convalescent home, patients are kept much longer
i-i hospital than they should be__
with the result that the hospitals 
to take care of the wants 
sion.

me ofE;
Ü

allowed to stay, 
are not able

_ of all seeking admis-
1 shall be much interested in what Dr. 

martin has to say and shall not fail to attend 
the Joint Committee at the next meeting*.

You will be very interested to 
loarn that in our laboratories in the Biological 
.ru.ilding r. collip has made a discovery of 
striking importance and one which will be re­
ceived most acceptably. Some say that it will 
be as big a thing as insulin. It has to do 
with the health of women.

T/ith all kind wishes,

I am,

Ever yours faithfully,I

X ■

met
 O
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March
Twenty-seventh 

1923.

W. D« Lighthall , - s q □ ,LL. D• ,
34 Royal Insurance Building, 
Montreal «

Dear Mr. Lighthall:-

. Lot me acknowledge Both your letters
of March 24th.

I am afraid the newspapers have left an 
impression in the minds of the public not altogether 
justified by the action which the University authorities 
have taken up to the present regarding the Memorial Hall, 
the erection of which is being considered by the I.O.D.2. 
Matters are in a very nebulous state at present, 
have simply told the I.O.D.E. that wé are interested in 
their proposition and that if they can raise sufficient 
funds to erect a building of suitable architecture and 
other noquirements we will be willing to onter into some 
arrangement with them by which the building can be 
erected on our property, always providing we can work In 
harmony as to management and that we may have the accommo­
dation in the building at all times which we may require.

As you suggest, there are a-good many 
elements which enter into the proposition and all must 
receive due consideration.•

We

I shall bear in mind what you say regarding 
the McOord Museum and can readily give you the assurance 
that if the Museum is moved from its present site suitable 
quarters will be found for it.

With many thanks for your letters, I am,

Yours faithfully,

Princ lpal.

■■■■■■
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March 24th 1923

1General Sir Arthur Currie 
Principal McGill University 
Sherbrooke Street West.
City

1A ? (T^d MTmPear Mr .Principal x

Observing (by the newspapers) that jou are
approving of the McCord Museum 

rial Hall proposed by the I.O.P.E. 

senting Pr MoCord, to call the attention of the

corner as a site for the Memo-

- I beg leave, as repre-

University to
a provision in the Deed of Gift by him, that in such ease a 

building of equal kind be provided for this■

Museum• Removal 

His own view has 

was an indispensable element,

May I
suggest that McGill might make it one of the conditions of 

the Hall enterprise that a part of the Hall, 

entrance be devoted to the McCord

I
has of course, always been contemplated, 

been that a separate entrance 

to mark the individual character of the institution.

with a separate 

Museum. The Hall itself - 

- would in any event naturally suggest the depo­

sit within its walls of some selected relics of the Great 

War, such as flags.

as a MemorialE■■
ESS

I am, dear Sir Arthur.

Yours truly.

AV- hWe

: I
I■

■■
r ■ ■

. . Vs/. ‘ SSI*
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//<'>////urr/, March 24th 1923K C. LL.D.
wIÆÇm^b.c.l.

General Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal McGill University 
Sherbrooke Street West 
City.

1—

Dear Sir ;-

Memorial Hall.»

Having a year or so ago, made some public sug­

gestions on the subject of such a Hall may I now briefly 

repeat, for the benefit of all concerned,my general thoughts.

l.As to financing, three elements of our peo­

ple ought to be appealed to, and should unite, namely (a) 

McGill University, which needs a Convocation Hall, and 

should own it, subject to conditions arising from the sub­

scription; (b) the elements who desire a Memorial of our war 

dead (c) the musical and other elements in the city who feel 

the need of a great public hall in Montreal, 

last should turn out an indefinite quantity, they would 

make a valuable supporting voice which would strengthen the 

subscriptions.

Even if the

No one of these three elements of our English 

speaking community (to whom alone we can 19ok) is strong 

enough to carry such an enterprise alone.

The next point I would like to make is about

The leading idea being that of a Memorial, 

the whole impression of the building should be that of a memo-

the architecture.



___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

' /'/'//'f.M. - <////'

jjy'tù/A ÿ&M'à?
- Æarrèâ/ëni ■ ■fô^cctcm) •34e- - r Ÿsi4-a wr y/zv- fy)y///^/r //yT

LL.D.
yf&£Lbu%B.aL. //;///Tf//,

March 24th 1923.

General Sir Arthur Currie 2.

rial - not sepulchral, hut eminently grave and dignified - no 

It oughtnot to seek to he a monument of Victory,hut

IS if could also suggest a note of 

Empire and Imperial history, that would he good.

Yours truly.

frills.

rather of Remembrance.

■
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February
Second
1921.

Bev. Arthur J». Lochead, 
Canadian Presbyterian fission, 
.. eihweifu, Honan, China.

LIy Tear Hr. loehead : -

I thank you most sinoerely 
for your letter of last November. I passed it 
on to the leCill Hews who will make use of it.

I have written at some length to 
Mac Vicar giving hi ; a "brief récital , what might 
"be done with the money collected in the campaign. 
Please ask hi a for the letter to read. From it 
you will see that there is not much prospect of 
the southwest corner of the University grounds 
having erected thereon what you are please1 to call 
na hideous round bull ling like a great gas reservoir -'

I hope that it will be possible for 
you to be one of the number participating in the 
reunion nest autumn.

Please let me wish you all success 
in your mission and every good fortune and good 
luck.

Ever yours faithfully,1

?
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rev. Arthur W. Loghead.

No v..29 th. 1 ©2 0Weihweifu. Honan

Sir Artharr Currie D.S.O. L.L.D.

Principal of McGill University.

Montreal. Canada.

Sir;-
McGill News of September reached me a few days ago,

and I read it, barrin' the advertisments, from cover to cover. The

news of our Alma Mater brings not a little joy to McGill's sons and

daughters here in Honan, for it tells us that the University is

still alive, and is planning courageously for an enlargement of her 

activities, and has increasing faith in herself,in her place in the 

Commonwealth, and in her patrons. But before increasing prosperity 

and the generosity of her noble patrons, and of her graduates, 

transforms ^lans into buildings, cannot something be done to save the 

South -west corner of the University grounds from having erected on 

it a hideous round building like a great gas reservoir? Could anything

be uglier and more inconsistent than Convocation Hall in Toronto

University,9r Mbert Hall in London ? And yet I fear that we are 

going to go them one better in McGill, for is not the finest site that 

the University posses already earmarked for desecration ? " Acoustics 

demand a round building" some one will say. The Convocation Hall of

Edinburgh University, McEwen Hall,is a round buulding, and yet its

-
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nHcv. Arthur W. Loghead.

Iff
19aWeihweifu, Honan

acoustics are about as bad as possible. If a round building is 

necessary, do try to tuck it away near the Wesleyan College or the 

power house, and keep the Sherbrooke front, including the South-west 

corner for a consistent pile of noble buildings worthy of a great 

seat of learning.

I am, dear Sir Arthur

Your very respectful and obedient servant,
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?* the present time Is.to .-alt until ve °ivenconsideration.°Ur SatBr4^’S -nversatî^Æ
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December
Fourteenth

1920.

Mise I. c. McLennan, 
50 Ontario Ave 
Montreal. • *

'

I

ith 11 nroo 1 wishes, I am.

Yours faithfully,
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Principal.
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December
Fourteenth

1920.

Colonel IL.C. Osborne,
"e!norlal Comlttee'

Ottawa.

My dear Colonel:-

I should lio
copy of the regulations which 
competition re monuments to be 
i»e., if you have a

very much to get a 
are to govern the 
erected in Franco^

copy to spare.
jJ_■^ have received a proposal with 

reference to a particular building, the erection 
o_ -.hioh is contemplate I at Mod 11.

Thanking you in anticipation and 
Néw Year* t |mBàppy Ghristmas and prosperous

a

■

S
river yours faithfully,

Principal.
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