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CHRIST NOT OF THE WORLD.

Jesus was not of the world 3 but see how he
treated the world. There was one of its great
ones came to him by night ; and he rebuked
that ¢ ruler of the Jews,” and censured his
tunidity, and disrcgarded his patronage, and
admonished him 1o learn, and demanded of
him manliness and consistency, il he would
see the kingdom of heaven. See how he
treated the world: there was ane of its out-
casts, who sought him not, bat whese path he
crossed, and whose penitence he marked, and
whose soul he saved 3 and when she blessed
him he did not frowwn; and when her grati-
tude, with trembling boldness, followed him
to the rich man®s table, and she anoinled his
feet with ointment and wiped them with her
hair, amid a throng of scandalized and sneer-
ing hypocrites, he rolled buck the tide of re-
proach and contempt with which the Phavi-
sees thought to overwhelm him, his convert,
and his caunse, upon their own heads, leaving
them prostrate and confonnded before the in-
sulted dignity of his pure and benelicent chir-
acter.

The people sought to take him by force and
muke him a king. lle fed their hunger,
heated their sick, and retived from their soli~
citations to hold communion with his Gad in
the mowntain solitude.  The Plarisces pos-
sessed public veneration, guided public opinion,
wielded public fury. e arraigned them on
their spiritual thrones, where they judged the
tribes of Isvacl, that awful sanhedrim 3 he de-~
nouncerd their ostentations devotions : he spoke
at once of the long prayers they made, and
the widows’ houses they plundered 3 he laid
bare their hidden iniquity, and he prophesied
their coming destiuction. . He stood, defence-
less and alone, before the corrapt and time-
servinyg Pilate, the wantonly tyrannical Herod,
the malignant and vindietive Caiaphiag @ amid
a relentless priesthood, an insolent soldiery,
and an infuriated multitude 5 alone and des
fenceless, but neither raging nor cringing s
calm in the uncompromising majesty of inno-
cence 3 and when they led him away as a
lamb to the slanghter, it was evideni that
they were shedding the bleod of ¢ the lamb of
God.?

We may take another view of this contrast
between the spirit of the world and the spirit
of Christ, and turn our attention from the par-
ticular facts of his history which have been
cited, to the dispositions which are implied in
those and other facts of the wospel narrative.
Thas the mere worldling is selfish, essentially
and grossly sellish, secking only personal en-
joyment or personal agrandizement. Chuist
gave his lile for the world, notouly in {he act
of parting with that life, but in ifs previous
and entire devotion to the nniversal good of
mankind. }is exisience in the world was
one great act of disinterested sacrifice for the
world’s salvation. The worldling contracis a
serlain callousness of heart ; his feelings lose
their native quickness, purity, and delicacy.
In Christ there was all the tenderness and
sympathy of the unsophisticaled child. He
evinced the acutest susceptibility of all that
acts upon humanzty.

The worldling hagan external smoothness
and polish of manuners, which is but exteral,
and but manner ; too often a mask. In the
manners of Christ we trace nothing conventi-
onal, nothing artificial ; but that < grace was
on his lips,’ and in his looks, of which arl
never produced more than a feeble imitalion,
and which is the soul of benevolence within,
manifesting itself by the bodily organs ; beam~
ing or melting in the eye ; soflening the voice
to music ;. giving expression to the features;
and regulating every gesture by its pervading
and harmonizing influence. The worldling
malkes men his tools. e plays upon them,
and.he works. with them. e thinks basely
of them, and basely does he use them.  With
Chiist every human being was a holy thing,
ot o'be profaned, not to be sported with. If
they ‘were lost, he would recover :them ¢ if
polluted,he would cleanse them ; if desecrat-
ed, he would sanctify them -afresh -{o their
God = but stilly in all its forms, he loved and
venerated humanity. ' The worldling partakes

s

of the worl®s impuwiities. I he have nol
wallowed in wickedness, nor shown himself
in the 1<7z§lhsonu.'1wssni' iniquity ; yet its stains
arc on him 5 the gold of his mature is became
dim 5 he has not escaped the contagious lep-
rosy of vice.  Clirist was the fiiend of publi-
cans and sinners 3 nor did he shun the inter-
course of Scribes and Pharisees ; he moved
among them all ; but the foul atmosphere of
profligacy and hypocrisy became pure when
he breathed it, purified by his presence 3 and
when he penetrated earth?s foulest mists, there
was a light and a slory around bim which they
could neither defile nar obseure.  The world-
!&ng is absorhed in the things of time and sense.
The invisible to himis the non-cxistent, s
morality is, ¢Let useat and drink, for tomor-
row we die.”  He walks by sight and not by
faith. Al his desires and hopes craw] 1pon
the carth ; none mount upwards iowards hea-
ven, none flv enwards towards futariiy,  But
while Christ trad the earth, he lived inheaven.
By devout communion and spiritual percep-
tion, he was even then in the bosom of his
Father.  He had meat 1o eat which his dis-
ciples knew not of), fiving not by bread alone
but on the word of God. Invisible realitios
were not the less realities to him 3 they were
ever present in Tis mind.  God, "and” Provi-
dence, and immaortality, and heaven, rose as
distinctly on his soul, as the towers of Jerusa-
’](:lll and the hills of Judira on his hodily sight.
They entered into all his thoughts, feelings,
molives, anticipations. The visible and the
unseen were to him bud parts of one whole ;
anit death and resurrection but a slumbering
and an awaking, to pursue the same objects,
and go on - in the same course. This world
was ever in his view ; bl how small a por-
tion of the whole that he contemplated ! God
and man, time and eternity, made wp the
moral universe in which he Jived, moved, and
had his being,

DENUNCIATION AND EXCLUSION.

Ttis truly astonishing that Christians are
not more impressed with the unbecoming spirit,
the arrogant style of those who deny the
Christian characterto professed and exemplary
{ollowers of Jesus Christ, because they differ
in opinion on some of the most subtile and
difficult subjects of theology. A stranger at
hearing the lunguage of these denouncers,
would conelude, without a doubt, thai they
were clothed with infallibility, and were ap-
pointed o sit in judgment on their brethren.
But for myseif, I know not a shadow of pre-
tence for the language of supetiorily assumed
by our adversaries. Are they exempted from
the common frailly of our nature 2 Has God
given them superior intelligence 2 Were they
educated under civeumstances more favorable
to improvement than these whom they con-
demn 2 Have they brought to the Seriptures
mote serious, anxious, and unwearied atten-
tion?  Or do their lives express a decper rev-
erence for God and forhis Son?  No. They
are fullible, imperfect men, possessing no high-
er means, and no stronger motives for study-
ing the word of God, than their Unitarian
brethren.  And yet their language to them is
virtually this :—¢We pronounce you o be
in error, and in most dangerous error. We
know that we are right, and that you are
wrong, in regard 1o the fundamental doctrines
of the gospel. You are nnworthy the Chris-
tian name, and uniii to sit with usat the table
of Christ.  'We offer you the trmh, and youn
reject it at the peril of your souls.”  Such is
the language of humble Christians {o men,
_xvl\n"xll capacily and apparent piety are not
inferior to themselves, This language has
spread {rom the leaders thraugh a considerable
part of the commuaity. .Men in those walks
oflife w_hlch leave them without leisure or
opportunities for improvement, are heard to
decide on the most infricate poinis, and to pass
sentence on.men whose lives have been de-
voted o the study of the scriptures. The
female, forgetting the tenderness of her sex,
and the limited advanlages which her educa-
tion affords for a critical study of the scriptures,
inveighs with bitterness against the damnable
errors of such men as Newton, Locke, Clarke

4 and Price’t . The young, too, forget the me-

desty which helongs to their age, and hurl
condemnation on the head which has grown
grey in the serviee of God and mankind.
Need 1T ask, whether this spirit of denuncia-
tion for supposed ertor becomes the humble
and fallible disciples of Jesns Christ?

In vindication of this system of exclusion
and denunciation, it s olten urged, that the
shonor of rehigion,? the ¢ purity of the Chureh)
and the ¢cause of truthy forbid those who
hold the true gospel, to mainfain fellowship
with those swho support corrupt and injurious
opinjons.  Witliout stopping to nolice the
modesty of these who claim an exclusive
knowledge of the true gospel, Twould answer,
that the € honor of religion® can never suffer

by admilting to Christian fellowship men of

irteproachable lives, wihilst it has suflered nost
severely from that narrow and uncharitable
spirit which has exctuded such men for ima-
gined erors. L answer again, that < the cause
of truth? e never suffer by admitting {o
Chyistian fellowship men who honestly pro~
fess tp make the seriptures theiv rale of faith
and practice, whilst it has suifered most se-
verely by substituting for this standard confor-
wity 1o human creeds and formularies.  [Eis
tinly wonderfnl, if excommunication for sup-
posed error he the methad of purifying the
chinreh, that the chureh has been so long and
so wefully corrupted.  Whatever may have
heen the deficiencies of Christians in other
respects, they have certainly discovered no
criminal reluctance In applying this instro-
ment of puritication.  Coulit the thunders and
lightnings of excommunication have eorrected
the atmosphere of the ehurch not one pesti-
fential vapor would have loaded it for ages.
The air of Paradise would nat have been
more pure, more refreshing. But what does
history tell us 2 Tt tells us, that the spirit of
exclusion and denunciation has contribuled
more than all other canses to the corruption of
the church, to the dillusion of error : and has
rendered the records of the Christian comma-
nity as black, as bloody, as vevolting to hu-
manily, as the records of empires founded on
conguest and guilt,

But it s said, Did not the apostle denounce
the erroneons, and pronounce a cutse on the
¢ ghottors of another gospel 2 This is the
strong hold of the friends of denunciation,
But let us never forgel, that the apostles were
inspired men, capable of marking out with
unerring  certainly those who substituted
¢ another ospel® for the irue.  Show ns their
suceessors, and we will cheerfully obey them.

Tt is also umportant to recollect the charac-
fer of those men, against whom the aposiolic
anathema was directed.  They were wen
who knew distinctly what the apostles taught,
and yet opposed it ; and who endeavored to
sow division, and fo gain followers, in the
churches which the apostles bad planted.
These men, resisting the known instructions
of the anthorised and inspired teachers of the
gospel, and discovering u factious, selfich,
mercenary spirit, were justly exciuded as
unworthy the Christian name.  But what in
common with these men have the Christiuns
whom it is the custom of the ¢ Or{hodox? to
denounce ? Do these oppose what they know
to be the doctrine of Christ and his apostles ?
Do they nol revere Jesus and his inspired
messengers 2 Do -they nol dissent from their
Drethren simply because they believe that
their brethren dissent from their Lord 2—Let
us not forget that the contest at the present
day is not between the aposties thomselves
and men who oppose their known instructions,
hut helween uninspired Christians, who
equally teecive the apostles as autharised
teachers of the gospel, and wha only differ in

judgment as to the interpretations of their

wrilings. How unjust, then, is it forany class
of Christians, to confound their opponents
with the factious and unprincipled scctarians
of {he primitive age. Mistake in judgment
is the heaviest charge which one denomina-
tion has now a right to urge against another;
and do we find that the apostles ever denone-
ed mistake as ¢awful and fatal hostility® to
the gospel, thal they pronounced anathemas
on men who wished o obey, but who misap-
prehended their docirines ? The apostles well
remembered {hat none ever mistook more
widely than themselves. They remembered,
100, the lenity of their Lord lowards their er-
rors, and this lenity they cherished and’ la-
hared-{o diffuse. o BT

But itis asked, Have not Christians a right
to bear € solemn testimony?® against opinions
which are ¢ utterly subversive ol the gospel,
andmost dangerous (o men’s efernal interests 22
T'o this 1 answer, that the opinions of men,
who discover equal intelligence and piety
with ourselves, are entitled to vespeetful con
sideration.  1f after Inguiry they seem erro-
neots and injurions, we are aunthorised and
bound, according o our ability, to expose; by
fair and serious argument, their nature and
tendeney. Bt I maintain, that we have no
right as mdividoals, or in any associated capa-
eilyy to bear our ¢solemn testimony? against
these opinions, by menacing with ruin the
Chyistian who listens {o themy, or by branding
them with the most terrifying epithets, for
the purpose ol preventing eandid Ingniry into
their truth,  This ts the fashionable mode of
¢hearing testinony,’ and i is a weapon which
will always he most suceessful in the hands
of thy proud, the positive, and overbearing,
who are most impatient of contradiction, and
have least vegard (o theviglts of their brethren.

But whatever may be the vight of Christi-
ans, 1s Lo bearing testimony against opinions
which they deem injurious, 1 deny that they
have any right to pass a condemning sentence,
on acconnt of these opinions, on the characters
of men whose general deportment is conformed
to the gospel of Christ, Roth seriplure and
reason unite in leaching, that the best and
only standard of character s the fife 3 and he
who overlooks the testimony of a Christian
life, and grounds a sentence of condemnation
on opinions, abont which he as well as his
brother may err violates most flagrantly the
duty of just a! candid judgment, and opposes
the peaceful and charitable spirit of the gos-
pel. Jesus Cluist says, © by their frnits shall -
ve know then.> ¢ Not every onc that saith
unto me Lord, Lord, shall enter into the king
dom of heaven, but he who doeth the will of
my Father which is in heaven.® ¢ Yeare
my friends, if ye do whalsoever. 1 command
you.? ¢ e that heareth and docth these my
sayings,” i, e, the precepts of the Sermon on
the Mount, ¢V will fiken him to a man who
buit his house wpon w voek.? It would be
casy to multiply similar passages. The whale
seriptures tench ws, that he and he only isa
Chiristian, whose life is governed by the pre-
cepts of the gospel, and that by this standard
alone, the profession of this religion should he
tried.  We do nol deny that our brethren
have a v¥ight to form a judgment as to our
Christian character.  Bui we insist that we
have aright 10 be judged by the fairest, the
most approved, and the most settled miles, by
which character can be tried ; and when
these are overlooked, and the most uncertain
standard is applied, we are injnred ; and an
assanlt on character, which resis on this
eround, deserves no beiter name than defama~
tion and persecution—Dr. Channing.

A WORD AGAINST SCEPTICISM.

Beeause Gad 1s in some respects incompre-
hensible, do not suppose that hie is in no others
to he undersiood. Because you know mnot
evety thing, do not think that you know no-
thing respecting him. Recause every thing
cannot be explained, do not thence infer that
pothing is, to be believed 5 and beeause you
cannot always describe the mode, you must
not therefore deny the fact. Nothing would
he more unwise ov unjustifiable.

I am ullerly unable to comprehend the
elernal duration, the universal agency and
the unlimited presence of God :  The facts
themselves [ acknowledge : They are irnths,
which are susceptible of the strongest proof :
My reason, my experience, the history of
every age, the progress of every day and hour,
every cvent and every object around me com-
bine 1o declare and enforce them: I carry
within myself an indelible record : The frame
of my body and the powers of my mind indi~
cale the cxistence, and dispiay the agency
and providence of God: They are depicled
on the face of creation with a pencil of light:
Bt the modes of the divine cx.sfence, or
agency, or providence [ confess m.yself unable
io apprehend or explain,  To do_that would
require universal knowledge and a capacity
commensurate with the mfinite subject : .my
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powers are small : the range of iy observa-
fion is limited : the vastness of the subject
places it utterly beyond my reach: Butsurcly
it would be extreme folly, if, on this account
I relinquished, denied, or doubted those greal
principles, which are not less determined than
‘my own._existence, nor less universal than the
works of God, not less luminous than the path
of the sun 3 which are the first principles of
all virtue and happiness. It is a necessary con-
dition of human trial that we are often co!nlfcl-
led to act upen the knowledge or beliel of
facts, which we wre nol competent fully to
explain. Itis a piineiple, which cvery day
applies to the ordinary actions of human life.
Shall T refuse food, because I am not able fo
explain in what way it will contribute to the
support and nowsishment of my body ? Shall
the hushandman neglect to cast the seed into
the ground, because he cannol describe or
conceive the manuer in which this dry ker-
nel is to be reared into a plant? No,my
brethren, it is none but the fooly who hath said
in his heart, there is no God 3 and may I
never distrust the great principles of religion,
becnuse the limitations of my mind and con-
dition render me incompetent to explain fully
the facts on which they are grounded. All
life and nature are full of mystery ; and it
becomes me to how with deep reverence and
adoration before that incomprehensibility,
which arises from the gicatness of God—
Colman,

UNITARIAN CHRISTIANITY :
1T§ ADAPTATION TO WOMAN.
Unitarian Christianity has achieved much

for woman. Tt has come to fortify her, pre-
cisely in these departments of her constitution
which expose her to her greatest dange:s;
while at the same time 1t possosses resources
which amply respond to the religious tender-
noss and generosity of her nature. Under
other systems, the voice ef usurped authority
has found in woman a too unquestioning and
unresisting subject : she has yeilded submis-
sively to arrogant pretension 3 she has tremb-
led slavishly before unwarranted denunciation,
she has surrendered her imagination and her
affections o theatrical, fantastic, imposing
forms, or extreme principles, of religion 5 she
has prostrated hier facultics in helpless despair
before perplexing doctrines, which forbade and
condemned the very use of her reason ; she
has listencd to too predominant exhibilions of
the terrific; uniil distraction and suicide have
hastened to closc the scene. .In these circum-
stances, the female nature has almost cried
aloud instinetively for aid, and has found it
more than any where else in the genius of
Unitarian Christianily., There is a modesty
-and fairness in the very manner by which
Unitatianisia asserts iis awthority over the
mind, which not only appeals to woman’s de-
licate sympathy, but at once raises her from
the dust, and awakens her to the fact of her
own significance. It bids her to be ealin—
to reflect~—to receive a revelation through
the medium of her reason, as well as of her
imagination and affections.

Yet whilst this system presents just enough
of poise and negation to restore woman to her
lost equilibrium, it refains, as we have hinted,
suflicient positivencss and vsarmth to satisfy
the demands of ler earnestly religious consti-
tution. It gives her, in the Eternal Father of
spirits, an object of profound adoration, com-
bining in himself whatever glorious, awful,
and endearing attribules or agencies can pos-
sibly ‘be ascribed to the Trinify of the middle
ages 3 while, by demonstrating the singleness
and simplicity of his being, it quiels her har-
towed faculties, fixes her distracted vision,
and-raises her faith from a state of ahjecl
prostration 1o a serene, enlightened, and con-
fiding repose.  Tn the innocent babe upon her
knee, she no longer beholds a mass of total
depravity, a viperous enemy of God, a vessol
of eternal wrath and formeni~—but a hopelul
subject of the kingdom of heaven, whose im-
mortal powers are in part to be unfolded by
her own prayerful vigilance and faithful ex-
ertions. In the Scriptural view of the Atone-
ment which she is now called upon to adopt,
she is not bewildered by the dramatie repre-
sentation of one Divine being possessing all
the justice, and another all the mercy 3 noris
shie bafiled by the coniradictions which inces-
santly spring up between the alleged necessity
that a Divine being should be sacrificed, and
‘the allowed impossibility that he could” die,
coupled with the freshly puzzling fact that
after all only a humanheing endured the sac-
tifice required.  She rather sees in the Atone-
ment ‘2 great scheme of reconciliation-—a
series of hedling and restoring influences,
contemplated from eternity by a Ged whose
justice and mercy well knew how to temper

and co-exist with cach .other, and at length
introduced by the Lamb slain from the foun-
dation of the world—a scheme, thus truly
worthy to be illustrated, and even prefigured.
by the types and shadows of the Mosaic dis-
pensation.  Inlher prospect of the retributions
of futurity, her imagination is no longer cither
pampered or revolied by presentments too
over-powering for human nature ; but it is
wholesomely stimulated by that solemn indis-
tinctness, yet awakening certainty of result,
—the heaven of happiness and progress afl
ahove her, the hell of darkness and misery
all below hery—which are every where char-
acleristic of the moral government of God.  In
Jesus Christ,as presented by the same system,
the chiel amonyg ten thousand and the onc al-
together lovely, the chosen of the Father from
the bosom of a past eternily, she recognises
the tink which unites the human and Divine
—the realized ideal of her most exalted ima~
ginings—the perfect archetype of her purely
aspiring affections.  ‘While the porplexing
metaphysics of a falsely styled orthodoxy had
takoen away her Lord, and buried his identity
in a mass of conlradiction and mystery, Uni-
tarian Christianity has restored him to her in
his original proportions : it has rescued from
artificial clouds and darkness the great sub-
jeet of the New Testament biography ; she
can now venture to approach him again asa
being whose heart beats in unison with her
own—io bathe his feet with her tears, and to
wipe themith the hair of her head.

Accordingly, woman in return has effected
much for Unitartan Christianity. In the eri-
tical transition-period when a change was in
progress from a complicated and humanly de-
vised to a purer and simpler faith—when the
spirit of reform was necessarily more or less
analytical, negative, and defensive—when
charges of coldness and unbelief rang from all
the camps of Orthodoxy,—woman was found
ready, in a full-proportioned representatien,
to partake of the enlightening process. She
pereeived, by her charasteristic intuition,
much that was positive and profoundly reli-
gious in the system that was unfolded ancw,
and she acted upon it by anticipation. The
moment thal Unitarianism respected, appealed
to, and convinced her understanding, she ac-
cepted it with all its consequences—discern-
ing and despising the hollowness of the spas-
modic outery raised against it. The Divine
authority of Jesus and his religion she at once
and honestly felt could be no cold negation,
no isolated or empty fact, no dictate of infidel-
ity or deism ; but, froma the very terms of the
question, a principle deep asthe wants, lofty
asthe hopes, and wide as the workings of
the human soul,. Therefore it has been, that
in the darkest and most laborions periods of
his carcer, the Unitarian reformer has been
invariably cheered and supported by her coun-
tenance and adhesion.  Part of his reproach
her manifest faith and piety have turned
away, and the rest she has cheertully bome
along with him.  When, with an anxious
heart, he has first spread the tuble of his Mas-
ter, and invited the guests to come, she, if fow
or none ¢lse, was near, topartake of thespeak-
ing memorials. TTow often, in the hour of
death, has her deliberate testimony and ripe
preparation put to silence and shame the so-
lemn_ but silly saying, so widely circulated,
that Unitarianism is a poor religion to die by!
How often, in the battle of life, has she sus-
tained with a heavenly composure the lower-
ing odium of excited communities ! And how
often have herquict smile and pangent remark
vefuled the extravagant dogmas, or retorted
the menancing astillery of bigotry and fanati-
cism ! 'With her ¢wiiling hands*> she has
toiled 1o uphold and adorn the ark of her faith,
as it rose amidsl sad discouragemenis and
difficulties ; and even now, wherever that
faith, ne longer struggling and militant has
become trinmphant and commanding, many
of its golden fruils, its spontancous emanations,
are started inlo life, or carried into larger ef-
fect, by her fostering and benignant enterprise,
Religious charities and amenities spring up all
around her home 3 while the missionary, sup-
ported by her exertions and bounties, trans-
plants {o the distant wilderness the truths and
principles which her experience assures her
are from above. 1t is unguestionably the pe-
culiar blessings of every Unitarian Minister
in the land, that he can gratefully point to the
feinale partion of his congregation, as unsur-
passed for intelligence, refinement, virtue, and
attachment {o religious institutions.—Bosion
Christian Examiner.

Praver.
The practice of devotion is a sign of spiritual
life, and a means of preserving it. No one
prays hearlily without some deep religious
sentiment fo actuate him, This sentiment
may he but occasionally felt . it may be tran-
sient in duration ; but the exercise of it in acts
of devotion tends to render it habitual and
permanent, and its frequent exercise causes the
mind-at length to exist always in a devout
posture. He who truly prays, feels, during

the act, a sense of God’s presence, authority,
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and love 5 of hisown obligations and unwor-
thiness ; of his need of betng better. He feels
grateful, humble, resigned, anxious for im-
provement. He who prays often, often has
ihese feelings, and by frequent repetition they
become customary and constant.  And thus
prayer operates as an aclive, steady, power-
ful means of Christian progress.—H. Ware.

OBSTACLES TO HUMAN PROGRESS.

It is a well known historical fact, that
every great discovery in astronomy, in natu-
ral history, in chemistry, or in any of the
physical seiences—that everything which has
made us better acquainted with the heavens,
with the earth, and with human nature—that
every acquisition of knowladge which has
tended to elevate humanity, every attempt at
free inquiry, every effort to shake off the
trammels of authority, has heen successively
attacked by the ignorant and narrow-ininded,
as leading to infidelity. Under this malignant
and accursed plea some of the greatest spirits
of the human race have heen persecuted and
slain. Socrates was put to death as an infi-
del 5 he who first said there were Antipodes
was burnl. The followers of Copernicus were
persceuted as disbelievers, and the great
Galileo on bended knees was compelled to as-
sert that the earth was immovable. Bacon
and Descartes were taxed with irreligion ;
the doctrines of Locke were said io lead to
materialisim ; Newton was accused of dethron-
ing the Deity by the discovery of the law of
gravitation ; a similar charge was made
against Franklin for explaining the nature of
the thunderbolt ; Priestley’s library was bumt
and his person endangered on account of his
religious opinions ; and, in our own days,
Buekland, Sedgwick, and the other geologists
are accused of overturning revelation by their
discoveries with regard (o the past existence
of the carth. Inshort,inall ages, and amongst
all nations, infidelity has cver heen the war
ery which the base, the ignorant, the intole-
rant, and the canting tribe have raised aguinst
the great, the noble, and the generous spirits
of the hwman race.—Sir TV, Molesworth.

UNITARTANISM IN TRANSYLVANIA.

TFrom some statistics which have just been
published, it would appear that the churches
founded by the Socini, and their followers, the
Poloni fralres, are in a flourishing state. Tn
1766, the number of Unitarians in Transylva-
nia was only 28,647—in 1789, they had in-
creased to 31,921,  Tn 1818, they amounted
1o 40,000 5 at the present time (1845) the es-
timate is 51,700 ; so thatf, within 80 years,
the Unitarians have, in Transylvania, almost
doubled their numbers. They have three
colleges—one at Clausenburgh, of which the
most reverend Alexander Szekeley is thehead,
This gentleman is called ¢ General Notary,’
¢ Clerical Vice President,” &c., and )his office
appears similar fo that of an archbishop. The
number of students at Clausenburgh is 220,
Another college is at Thorda j it contains 174
students. A third college is at Szekely, Ker-
esztur ; it contains 184 students. The cap-
ital of the Transylvania Unitarian Church is
—~in money, 30,000 florins ; in Janded and
real properly 40,000 flovins ;5 tolal 70,000.
With this sum, it would appear, they are able
1o defray the whole of their church expenses,
and put hy annually 200 florins for contingen-
cies. The professors of this faith enjoy all
the righis of citizenship in the principality ;
among them are advocates, judges, censors of
the press, registrars, and privy-councillors.

ANEcpoTE oF Joun WresnEY.

The following anccdote of John Wesley
and an ald woman who was one of his disci-
ples, is related by one who had been minister
in his connection, some years before he he-
came an Unitarian :—The old woman lived
at a distance of five miles from the Wesleyan
chapel she belonged to, which she was scl-
dom able to attend, on account of the distance,
At ashort distance from her dwelling there
was an Unitarian chapel, the only place of
worship in the neighborhood, which she had
been in the habit ofiattending regularly, when
she was not able to go to her own, asshe con~
sidered it to be her duly to atiend some place
of worship every Sunday, when she could.
In process of time, an Tndependent Chapel
was built near the Unitarian Chapel. When
this was the case, doubis arose in her mind
whether she should go to the Unitarian cha~

pel, or to the Independents® : she therefore
determined to lay the case, the first opportu-
nity; before Mr. Wesley, to resolve hér doubis.
¢ Go,” said he, «where you have heen used
to go, for the Unitarians will give you a dry

crnst of morality 3 but if you go to the Cal-
vinists, they will give you rank poison.”?

Fust Publishew,
THE FAITH OF THE UNITARIAN
CHRISTIAN, ExrrnaiNep, Justiriep
AND DISTINGUISHED,
A DISCOURSE .
Delivered at the Dedication of the Unitarian
Church, Montreal, on Sunday, May 11, 1845,
RY TII: REV, DR. GANNETT,
Minister of the Federal Sireet Church, Boston,

Tor Sale~—price 73d.—at the Bookstores of
Mr, C. Bryson, St Francois Xavier Street,
and Mr. McKay, Notre Dame Street,
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MONTREAL, NOVEMBER, 1845.

THE UNITY OF GOD,
THE DISTINGUISING FEATURE OF
JEWISH FAITH.

On another page of our present sheet we
give our readers the principal part of a dis-
course delivered by Rev. Dr. Raphall in the
Jewish synagogue, Birmingham, of which he
is the regulav preacher. It was written at
the request of one of the Unitarian Ministers
of that town, with the view of laying before
the public an anthentic statement of the Jew-
ish faith, respecting the Divine Unity. The
fact that such an idea as that of a three-fold
division of God was unknown to the ratriarchs,
to Moses and the prophets, bears, we think,
most powerfully against the popular dogma of
the Trinity. Tor let any reflecting man con~
sider a moment the circumstances of the case.
Through successive ages and centuries the
Deity manifested himsell in a peculiar and
infimate manner, o the ancient Hebrew peo- -
ple. He raised up legislators and prophets,
and great religious reformers in their midst.
Through these He proclaimed himself One,
« and his name One.”” To give them a suit-
able knowledge of himself, and to win them
to His own service was the great aim of all
His revelations 1o them. Is it credibie then,
that under such circumstances He should have
left His faithful prophets and chesen people
in error, or in the dark, respecling such a doe-
trine as that of His triune existence 7 - There
was no such thing as trivne existence, and
that'is the simple and only way of account-
ing for the absence of all knowledge of the
doctrine, or belief in it. The Hebrew peaple
of old maintained the absolute wnity of God
in opposition to the idolatry of the world, and
their descendants at the present day vindicate
the same grand doctrine against those whoe
would divide and deseribe the indivisible and
incoinprehensible One.

So long as the Jewish people deny the di-
vine mission of Jesus of Nazareth there must
of course be a <« great wall of separation®?
between them and all Christians. But we
must remember, that, prior to the Christian
dispensation, and from the remotest antiquity,
the Tsraclites were made the depositaries of
the true religion, and their testimony coneern-~
ing the doctrine in question is of the highest
value. The division of God into three persons
is a comparatively modern error, and were it
not that we are familiarised to the expression
of it, by the common technical language of
cerfain creeds of man’s formation, il would
fall upon our ears with the utmost discordance,
and strike our minds as something profane. Tt
was unknown in the first ages of Christianity.
Tt took its rise from the subileties of Platonic
philosophy, and gradually progressed towards.
its present definite shape. According to
Mosheim, himsell & Trinitarian, the doctrine
of the Trinily did not receive its ¢ finishing-
touch® (we quote his own phrase) until the
close of the fourth century. But many of the.
carlier fathers, as they arc called, tinged with
the fashionable philosophy of the time, were-
cautiously introducing it, much to the alarm:
of the plain, unlettered Christians who were
the great hody of helicvers. A single extract
from a controversial work by Tertullian ‘who
wrole at the close of the second century, willl
shed a flood of light on this matler, < The
simple,” ‘says he, (by which he means the-
plan unlearned mass of Christians)<¢ who are
always the greater part of believers—presume
that the numbet and arrangement of 2 Trinity,
is a division of the Unity, they therefore hold
out that fwo, and even flree Gods are taught

THE




THE BIBLE

CHRISTIAN.,

by us ; assuming that they are worshippers of
One God.” Wellsaid by the plain, unlettered
multitude of believers. But the subtleties of
philesophising doctors marred . their sinnle
faith. Their one God was tripled.
Archbishop Tillotson said he wished the
English Church was well rid of the Athana-
sian creed. Our wish is more extensive. It

. is, that the whole chureh of Christ was well

rid of the doctrine of that creed. The Trinity,
with its palpable inconsistencies and contra-
dictions, has too long marred the simple fubric
of Christianity.

DR. GANNETT’S DEDICATION
SERMON.

We have great satisfaction in being able to
lay before our readers the following notice of
this disconrse. It will be read with additional
interest when they are informed that it is from
the pen of a gentleman of well known atiain-
ments in this Province—a D. 1. and in con-
nection with the Scottish Church. The wri-
ter says, the sermon ¢ most justly deserves
the perusal of all those who profess to be guided
in their religious conclusions, by the .* 1y
Scriptures.” We have said repeatedly that
we only wish our opinions fairly understood
in the community, and then we are willing
to leave them to make their own impression.
By an advertisement elsewhere in our present
sheet it will be seen where the discourse can
be procured.

The Failth of the Unitarian Christion Ex-
plained, Justified, and Distinguished :—
4 Sermon, delivered at the Dedicalion of
the Unitarian Church, Montreal, on Sunday
11th May, 1845, By Ezra S. Ganneti,
Minister of the Federal Street Church,
Boston. Published by request. Svo. pp. 40,

Dr. Gannett’s discourse consists of three

arts :—1. An exhibition of Unitarian belicf
in one God, the Maker, the I’reserver, and the
Judge of all ; in Jesus Christ, the Son of his
love, and Messenger of his grace 5 in the per-
petual obligation of the Divine law, the law
of Conscience and Morality ; and finally in
the immortal destiny of man, in which he will
receive the necessary and unavoidable fruit
of his actions whether good or evil, but with-
out pretending to state  the duration of the
latter. 2. A statement of the grounds of
this belief: First, in Reason, which God has
given us to guide our opinions and actions,
und which is not so utlerly deficient for this
purpose as many persons maintain ; and se-
condly, in the Seriptures of the Old and New
Testaments which God has graciously super-
added to assist our nalural understandings.
3. The dislinction of Unitarians from nume-
rous prevailing denominations among us
from Unbelievers of all grades and classes, by
their belief in the supernatural mission of
Christ ; from Trinitarians by their belief in the
perfect Unity of God ; from Calvinists of every
shade in respect to primitive human corrup-
tion j from tge self-styled Orthodox, in regard
to their doctrine of atonement ; from the Epis-
copal Church, in regard {o the office of the min-
istry ; from the Baptists, in regard to ordinan-
ces 3 from the Universalist body, in regard to

- their view of retribution. Having thus amply,

and with much good feeling, illustrated this
wide field of argument, the Preacher draws
to his conclusion by solemnly dedicating the
building in which divine service was then first
performed, to the hely works of praise, of in-
struction'in’ religious knowledge, of charity
and of humble prayer to the Father of all
through Jesus Christ the Mediator :~—¢ Father,
Almighty” said he, ¢ hear thou our desires
and grant their fulfilment. To Thee, in the
name of thy dear Son, we consecrate ihese
walls, these seats, this altar. Thine be the
glory of their fresh beauty, and thine the richer
glory of their decay.”

This is a most able discourse, and most
Jjustly deserves the perusal of all those who
profess to be guided in their religious conclu-
sions by the Holy Scriptures. It is very true,
as announced in the body of this sermon, that
the sentiments which it breathes and the truths
which it embraces, are widely different {from
those followed by the great majority of those
who hold themselves Christians. It is melan-
choly and afflicting to reflect that {he great
body of men professing to adopt the religion
taught, and authoritatively confirmed by our
Lord Jesus Christ, have for ages and centuries,
diverged widely from the faith he introduced,
and adopted numerous tenets which he never
sanctioned.” This circumstance has greatly
Tetarded the progress, and defeated the influ-
ence  of that divine and most philanthropic
institution. It is therefore delightful to see
at last a.place of worship erected among us,
by a society engaged to derive their faith from
the Sacred Writings alone, without regard to
the dictates of any human authority, to the
accumulated errors of past ages, or the inven-
tions that have been added to deface the truth.

CONVENTION OF UNITARIANS IN
THE CITY OF NEW YORK.

The usual Autumnal Convention of Unita-
rian Christians, was held this year, in the City
of New York, The attendance was full, and
the proceedings in the highest degree satisfac-
tory. The sessions were continued during
three days, commencing on the evening of
Tuesday, Oct. 21st, and closing on Thursday,
the 23rd. The Convention first assembled in
the Churzh of the Messiah, and was called to
order by Rev. Dr. Dewey. Onmotjon of Rev.
Mr. Burrap, a committee was appointed for
the nomination of officers, consisting of Rev.
Mr. Peabody of New Bedford, Rev. Mr. Far-
ley of Brooklyn, and Rev. Mr. Bellows of
New York. The list of officers reported was
as follows :—For President, Rev. Dr. Parkman
of Boston: for Viee Presidents, Rev. Dr.
Dewey of New York, Rev. Mr. Burnap of
Baltimore, and Hon. Stephen Faithanks of
Boston ; for Sceretaries, Rev. Mr. Robbins of
Boston, and Rev. Mr. Brooks of Newport, R.
L ; for the Commiitee on the Business of the
Convention, Rev. Dr. Putnam of Roxbury,
Rev. Mr. Lothrop of Boston, Rev. Mr, Osgood
of Providence, Seth Lowe, Xsq. of Brooklyn,
and George A, Crocker, Esq. of Taunton.

Aflerthe President had offered some remarks
appropriate o the oceasion of his taking the
chair, it was announced that the evening
would be occupied with religious services.

At this meeting the discourse was preached
by Rev. Dr. Gannett of Boston. His lext was
from 1Timothy i, 15; ¢ This is a faithful
saying and worthy of all acceptation, that
Jesus Christ came into the world Lo save sin-
ners.”’

On their re-assembling next morning at 9
o’cloek, in the Church of the Messial, prayer
was oflered by the Rev. Mr. Hill of Worces-
ter. Some Minisiers of the ¢ Christian’ deno-
mination being present, and Rev. Mr.Taylor,
a Methodist, they were invited o sit with
the Convention, and accepted the invitation.
After some discussion on certain resolutions
presented to the Convention, carried on in a
free; earnest and harmonious spirit, the hedy
adjourned, and rose to attend the dedication
of the new Church of the First Congregational
Society of New York.

This we understand is a very fine building,
capacious and clegant. It is called the
¢ Church of the Divine Unity.” The Rev.
Mr. Bellows, minister of the chureh, preached
the sermon of dedication. The text of the dis-
course was from Ezra vi. 5,16. The other
clergymen officiating on the occasion were
Rev.Mr. Farley of Brooklyn, Rev.Mr.Furness
of Philadelphia, Rev. Dr. Kendall of Ply-
mouth, and Rev. Mr. Osgood of Providence.

In the afternoon, the members of the Con-
vention, clerical and lay, witha large number
of ladies, sat down to a collation beautifully
prepared by the Unitarians of New York and
Brooklyn, in the Aypollo Hall. The company
was very large,—between five and six hun-
dred in number. A blessing was invoked
hy Rev. Mr. Lunt of Quincy. Appropriate
sentiments were introduced by the President,
Jonathan Goodhue, Esq. who was supported
by Hon. M. H. Grinnell, and were responded
to by Rev. Dr. Parkman, Rev. Dr. Dewey,
Rev. E. T. Taylor of Boston, Rev. Mr. Far-
ley, Rev. Mr. Hall, Rev. Dr. Kendall, Rev.
Mr. Robbins, and David Reed and Samuel
Greele, Esqrs. of Boston. v

In the evening, religions services were

again held in the Church of the Divine Unity.
The introductory devotional exercises were
performed by Rev. Mr. Huntington of Boston.
The sermon was preached by Rev. Dr. Put-
nam of Roxbury, from the text John xviii. 37,
¢ To this end was I born, and for this cause
came [ into the world, that I should bear wit-
ness unto the truth,”?
On Thursday morning at 9 o’lock, the
Committee was agrin called to ofder in the
Church of the Messiah. Rev. Mr. Halloffered
prayer. The discussions on the resolutions
prepared by the Business Committee were re-
sumed.. Anidea may behad of the nature of
these discussions from the character of the re-
solutions which we subjoin; :— :

:Resolved,—That Unitarian Christizinity be-

ing derived solely and wholly from the Serip-

tures,avoids alike the errors of hierarchical and
traditionary faith and discipline on the one
hand, and of the rationalistic theory on the
other,

Resolved,—That while we adopt our The-
ology on account of its Scriptural truth, we
hold it pre-eminently valuable for the influ-
ences il is suited to exert upon the personal
character,

Resolvedy—That it is worthy of considera-
tion whether the changes which have been
adopted by some of our congregations in the
mode of conducting public worship be expe~
dient.

Resolved,—That the recent death of a vene-
rable {eacher of theology to mang of the
members of this convention, Dr. Henry Ware,
Senior, of one of the former Presidents of the
Unitarian Assoeiation, Mr. Justice Story, and
of one of its Vice-Presidents, Hon. Leverett
Saltonstall, calls for oursolemn and affection-
ate commemoration of their Christian worth
and valuable services in the cause of truth.

Resoleed,—That while we steadiastly main-
tain the independence of the individual con-
gregations, we cordially favor such modes of
association and organization as may quicken
the life and secure the purity of our Churches.

In the evening of Thursday, the services of
the Convention were closed with much solem-
nity by divine worship in the Church of the
Divine Unity. The devotional exercises were
performed by Rev. Mr. Lothrop, of Boston.
The sermon was then preached by Rev. Mr.
Peabody of New Bedford, from the text 1
Corinthians xv. 14, 20: ¢ And if Christ he
not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your
faith is vain ;......but now is Christ risen, and
become the first fruits of them that slept.”

The impression made by the Convention on
the public mind in New York, must have been
very favouralle, That City, we know, isa
great gathering place for the < Orthodox™
sects, and it is satisfactory to know that our
brethren of the faith, inholding their Conven-
tion there for the first time, did not suffer any
thing by comparison with others. The follow-
ing paragraph on this point is from the New
York Post, a journal in no way prepossessed
in favor of Unitarianism :—

¢« There have been several ecclesiastical
bodies gathered in this eity dwiing the wecek,
to cousider the affairs' of their respuective
churches. .. All of these, so far as we have Tad
an opportunity of ohserving them, have been
more than respectable in the talent which they
exhibited 3 but that, perhaps, which has left
the deepest impression on the public mind,
was the assembly of Unitarian divines, which
met in Mr. Bellows’s new church.  There
seemed to us to be an amount of intellectunl
foree and culture colleeted in this body that
has seldom, if ever, been surpassed in this re-
gion. Their proceedings, too, were conducted
with great spirit, but at the same time with
unusual dignity and self respect. But what
was chiefly to be commended in their proceed-
ings was the absence of those disgusting man-
ifestations of sectarian exclusiveness and big-
otry which ioo often mark meetings of this
kind. There was, it is true, no want of a
manly and decided expression, in the various
addresses, of the peculiar views of this branch
of Christianity ; yet this was unaccompanied
by wholesale denunciations of other forms of
faith. Indeed, the general tone of the whole
convention, was that which every honest
right-minded Christian must have approved.
We say this the more willingly, because, not
professing any peculiar attachment {o the re-
ligious tenets of the Unitarians, the writer
feels more free {o speak in terms of the warnmn-
est praise of the refinement, intelligence and
liberality of their clergy.”

CORRESPONDENCE,

To the Edilor of the Bible Christian,

S1r,—Mr. M¢Leod, one of the deputation from
the Established Church of Scotland, delivered
an address, in the Methddist Chapel at this
place yesterday, His object was to defend
the conduct of the residuaries in the late dis-
ruption in the Scottish Church.

My interest was highly excited by the in-
dubitable, though wuninientional testimony
which the speaker bore, to the truthfulness
and ultimate triumph of Unitarian prin-
ciples. :

He laboured hard to impress ypon the minds
of his hearers the piceminent necessity of
maintaining Church Establishments ; and he
succeeded so far as to prove to my satisfac-
tion that the union of Church and State was
the enly safeguard which would prevent the
Confession of Faith, or what he termed
¢ Evangelical religion,”” from being entirely
rejected by the people. In order to strengthen
his position he quoted several cases {rom the
Feclesiastical history of the “Tree States of

Gennany, of Dissenters in England, Ireland,

and Scotland, and of the Christian Societies in
the United States, wherein sometimes the
majorities of churehes embraced Unitarian
principles; and he demonstrated the superi-
ority of the Vstablished system from the fact,
that as long asthe minister preached the reli-
gious dactrines cstablished by citil low, he
might retain his glebe, manse, and stipend,
even though his people should leave him al-
together, which he evidently considered the
chicf guarantee for maintaining sound doc-
trines in the land.  While we acknowledge
the moral world to be under the providence of
the God of Truth, it appears to me that all
such arguments only prove that the doctrines
they are designed to support must be founded
in ervor,  With regard to the ¢ Confession of
TFaith, do we nol all know that it was compled
two hundred years ago, when the moral and
intellectual world was yet encumbered with
the remains of the long night of harbarism and
superstition from which it had just emerged.

Those must be Wind indeed, who do not see
in the signs of the times the approaching tri-
umph of the Voluntary prineiple, which shall
nimber among the things of the past, Church
Fstablishments, Religious Vests, Confessions
ol Faith, and all such fetters forged by spiri-
tual tyrants, {o hind the frechorn spirit of man ;
—all except the Bible—vhich is our only
spiritual anthority, shall then be hanished from
Christian society :—then, according to the
reasening of Mr. M<Leod, will the triumph
of Unitarianism be complete.

Mr. M¢Leod seemed in speeeh a liberal
and tolerant Christian man—takinga just view
of God’s goolness in giving us a Revelation,
and man’s vights in interpreting the record of
it, ut T regretted to find that Tie was neither
liberal nor tolerant in reality. He told us that
our Heavenly Father had sent the Bible, as
a letter to every individual, and every person
was bound to study it, and take nothing for
truth but what he found clearly expressed
therein.  This, he said, was the right of pri-
vate judgment, which each and every individ-
ual was bound 10 exereise 3 and it was nothing
but the most arrogant presumption, one of the
peculiar characteristics of Popery, that would
induce one man to condemn another hecause
he could not draw the same conclusions from
that Book as he had done himself.  Verily,
Truth is a jewel wherever it may be found ;
but T had been 1oo often deceived aund disap-
pointed hefore, by taking for granted that such
men meant to act consistently with what they
said when they uitered such sentiments. Too
well was 1 -convinced - that Mr. M<Leod
never intended that . those: who had - drawn
such conclusions from the  Lelter of Heaven
as I'had done, shonld find any shelter beneath
his spacious liberality. And of this ‘T was
fully convinced hy a conversation which I
had with him after e had closed his address.
Tor notwithstanding all he had said coneern-
ing the sufliciency of the Bible as arule of
faith, and the right and duty of every one o
read it for himself, whenever he heard that
the careful study of the Sacred Scriptures had
made me a Unilarian, he condemned me at
ance as unworthy the Christian name. Here
was an exercise of pope-like authorily, though
on a small scale, worthy the Vatican jtself.
To me it secems that such a class of men only
want the power of the pope tobe as intolerant
as the pope. '

G. R.

Carlton Place, Sept. 16th, 1845.

[Our correspondent furnished us with the
conversation in detail, which took. place be-
tween himself and Mr. MLead. Our limits,
however, compel us to omit itt—Ed. B. C.]

55 Our friends will be gratified {o learn that
the sum of Fifty pounds, was realised by the
late sale of useful and fancy articles, held by
the ladies of the Unitarian Congregation of
this city. The amount was given towards
the liquidation of certain incidental expenses
connected with furnishing the chureh, For
their exertions in this matter, the Commitiee
of the Society have passed a vole of thanks;
{o the Ladies. ' '

NOTICE. TO CORRESPINDENTS.

Some communications are unavoidably held
over, and some are under consideration,

REENWOOD’S HYMNS, "(the Callec-

tion used hy the Montreal Unitarian Con~
gregation,) FOR SALE, at the Bookstore of
Mr. C. BRYSON, St. Francois Xavier St.

NOTICE. ‘
4S5 The hours of Public Worship on Sup-

days, in the Unitarian Church, Montreal, are——
Erevex in the forenoon, and Seven in the even-

ing.—Free Sittings are proifidud'__'for Strangers, . ’

PRINTED FOR THE COMMITTER Op

The Montreal Wnitarian Soriety,

And published Monthly by them, at their Office, Hayy
market, M* Gill Streef,— 4l Communications tobe sent
Sree of expense. . H

Tenrys—Es. 6. per ann. exclusive of postage.
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‘It js a tradition of the carly Catholic ages,
that n chapel being built on the spot from which
Christ ascended, it was found impossible either
to pave the place on which he last stood and
where the mavks of his feet retnained, or to close
the roof over that place, and which was the path
<of his ascent,”—1t. J, Fozx.

*Tis an old legend, and though barn
In superstition’s night,

Tts import beautiful and true
To those who read it right.

For the dear footprints of our Lord
Nor time nor art effuce :

Still over earth’s dark wilderness
His glorious steps we trace.

And the bright path of his ascent
Into the peaceful skies,

O ! what shall veil it to our hope,
Or close it from our eyes.

Life has wild tracts where we should sink
In unguish and dismay,

Had not his patient footsteps passed,
And sanctified the way»

And death I—Uefore its portals dark
How should we trembling stand,

Did not that glorious path reveal
Jesus at God’s right band.

O! blessed Saviour !——tendcr guide,—
Humanity's sweet friend,—

In life or death, thou, only thou,
Cunst solace ov defend.

E. J D.
DMontreal, Ist Nov. 1844,

THE UNITY OF GOD,
THE DISTINGUISHING FEATURE OF TIIE
JEWISH FAITIL

A SERMON
By the Rev. Morris I. Raphall, B, 4., D. Ph.

¢ I¥ear, O Israel! the Lord our God, the Lord
is one '—Deuyr. i, 4.

This was the sum and substance of the fst
commandment which the Eternal spoke to their
whole assembly on the mount from the midst of
the fire, when he said, * Tam the Lord thy God,
who brought thee out from the land of E.r”n,
from the house of bond.l-vl, 3 thou shalt’ have no
other gads before me.” All this is condeused in
the short but powerfully expressive sentence
€ Hear, O Israel! the Lovd our God, the Lord
is one!”  One, absolute, immaterial, indivisible,
without equal or associate ; without plurality of
essence or of person.  Eternal, Omuipotent,
-Omniscient, Qmaipresent, and Immutable 5 who
alone of all that exists ean proclaim  himself,
I ast, because Fle is the only one whose existence
is fuhkerent, absolute and unconditionals  Imma-
terial—Ile is not confined to spuce, nor subject
to the accidents of matter, Eternal—FHe was
without beginning and without end, therefore
not subject to the inlluence of time. Ommpu.
tent—Ile suffices to himsell alone, and requires
neither compxmmn nov associnte.  One—He is
pertect.  Such is the God who created and who
preserves the universe 5 the God who brou"m
Israel out of Egypt, and whom alone they wor-
ship; the God whoe revealed himselt on Sinai’s
Mount, thot his unity might become known to
maunkind,. For the principal object of revelation
must be, and is, to place within the reach of man
those truths to which his own unaided researches
could not lead him, but with swhich, ueverthe-
less, it is most essential for the welfare of his
soul, and the happiness of his species, that he
should be nequaiuted. I say traths to which his
own unuided researches could not lead him, for
man's researches must ever be guided by his rea-
son, and though religious trath, as such, will
always command the assent of reason, or 1 rathev,
will never present itself, in ashape so fuestiona-
ble as to be réjected by humah reason, yet as
reason, the attribute of man, is, like himself,
finite and limited, whereas, religious truth relates
to the attributes %t Him who is infinite and un-
limited ; it follows that human reason unaided
by rc-vvl'\tum, cannut form to jtselt uny concep-
- tion of that which is so much purer, holier,
gmmlu‘ thanitself, and in speaking of which,
_man is obliged to employ words to which he ean
attach no clear and positive idea, but which le
must define by negatives, Thus it is evident
that religious truths of a higher order can only
become known to man by meaus of revelation [
a fact, to which, moreover, the (.xpu'n.n(,u of nll
“ages ‘and of all nations affords its testimony.
~Tor if it had becn possible for. human research to.
.. arrive at such truths, t.lul pmfmmd wisdom of o

Socrates, the sublime xm.dllutlons of a I’lnto, the
" indéfitigable studies'sf an Aristotle, might have
“~Jed to results as important, to knuw]uléc as cer-
© tain, and to authority as generally 'u,knowledbcd
-as the legation of Moses, . But such whas not, and
-coitld not'be the case,” for to none of these great
e, though' tha most celebmted of * profum. an.
‘tiquity, though gifted with ¥éasen’ as 'powerful
und penetrating as ever fell to the share of mor-
‘tal man, to nonc of them was that grnnted, the
want of which Socrates and Plato deplored, and

without which the highest_religious truth remains
beyond the reach of man ~—namely, that revela-
tion or communication from on high, which, as
God alone knows himself and can reveal himself,
proves the legation of Moses to have been divine;
and by meuns of which, whatever of veligloas
truth has become known to man, is either foun-
ded on that legation or recorded in its history.
And of all the truths which that legation has
been the means of promulgating, the first is the
Ustry of God.  Indeed to me it appears clear
that the chief purposes for which the Jewish reli-
gion was founded, for which the law was given,
for which so many miracles were wrought, and
s0 many observances weve instituted, were—Ffirst
to mpart to mankind in the fullest, cleavest, and
most anthentic manner, the knowledge of that
greatest of truths, ¢ the Lord our God is one ;
and, secondly, to preserve that knowledge among
them by means of witnesses, with whose very
existence as individuals and as a people, and with
whase every act of worship, public or private, the
profession of this truth, the belief in the unity
of’ God, should become identified to sueh n degrvee
as to render it the distinguishing feature of their
faith. Let me dircct your most serious attention
to these two points 3 and may He whose loving
kindness is extended to all who approach Him
with humility of heart and singleness of purpose,
vouchsafe to enlighten your minds and my own,
that we may clearly perceive, and duly appreciate,
the importance of the inquiry on which we now
enter,

1. The chief purpose for which the Jewish
religion was founded, was, first, to impart to
mankind in the fullest, clearest, and most authen-
tic manner, the knowledge of that greatest of
traths, ¢ ‘The Lord our God is one.’

If we carefully examine the most ancient and
most trustworthy of historical records, the sacred
Seriptures, we find that man, in the exercise of
that free will with which the Creator has endow-
ed him, soon became disobedient : und that the
more he yielded to his ewn passions, to his sen-
suality, his vanity, and his sordid selfishness, the
more he became estranged from that Being who
is all-perfect, and from that truth which it be-
hooved him to cherish ; and though a sense of
his own weakness and of his dependence on some
superior or controlling influence, taught man the
necessity of propitinting whatever was greater
and mightier than himself, it wasnot to the Eter-
nal that he directed his thoughts. He raised his
eyes to heaveu and beheld its hosts, but did not
inquire ¢ who created these,”  He felt the geniul
warmth of the sun, and he worshipped ; he ad-
mired the pale light of the queen of night and of
her radiant attendants, and again he worshipped ;
be heard the loud peals of thq., thunder, and was
alarmed , he saw his favourite deities obseured,
and he tlmnhlud. Wherever he looked around
him he beheld evidences of power far surpassing
his own, and he bent before them.  But he be-
held those powers acting in so many various and
even conflicting ways that he could not, because
he would not, trace effects so dissimilar to one
first great cause. Therefore his imagination influ-
enced alike by his hopes and by his fears, depicted
cach manifestation of the workings of nature as
the act, either of some madignant being to be
dreaded, or of some beneficent being to be thanked ;
in the former case his terrors extorted the same
adoration, that in the Jatter his gratitude and
expectations prompted him to yield.  We cannot
with certainty decide how soon this worship of
strange pods began to be practised by man,
Tradition tells us that as early as the days of
Enosh, the third in descent from Adam, mankind
began to transter their worship from the Creo-
tor to the creature ; from Ilim who gifted them
with reason to the offspring of their own imagi-
nation.  One wonld have thought that the fatal
catastrophe which befel that sinful race must
have impressed on the minds of the chosen few
who survived the waters of the deluge, a feeling
of awe and of love for the power that preserved
them s Dut few as there were, there was a Ham
among them ; and he who drew down upon his
head the just malediction of an ontraged parent,
could not have been yery scrupulous or attentive
to the instruction of his own children. Once
more mankind forsook theivr Ged! Iow soon
after the deluge they relapsed into the worship of
jdols sacred Seripture does not tell us 3 but that
the defection began emly aund was by no means
confined to the descendants of Ham, is proved to
us by the words of Jushua, who addressing the
[sraclites, says, ¢ Thus saith the Lord God o.
Israel ; beyond the river your fathers dwelt of
old, ‘Terah, the futher of Alraham, and the father
of Nuhor, and worshipped other gods.” (Joshua
xxiv. 2.)  That it was not long before the ado-
ration due to the Creator degenerated still further,
and that aling with, or us representing, 'the
powers of nature, men began to sworship idols,
images made by human hauds, is proved to us by
the words of Laban, uho, when some figures
(Teraphim) had been carried away from his
house, wmplmns why hust thou stelen my gods?”
(Gen. xxxi, 80.)  And that this vain bellef, this
outrage on reason and religion spread more and
more, and grew stronger amd stronger, ‘is proved
to s by the fact, that though in the days “of
Atralinm there was a -Melchizeileck, = priest of
the ‘Most ‘High God, and'who asa priest, sust
have had a congrcgntion -of' fuithful'to which he
ministered ; that though Joseph, when address-
tng Pharadh of hig days, directs theking’s thoughts
to God, who alone can ease his mmd, God shall
give Pharnoh an answer of peace ;* (Gen xii. 16)
and in, return hears the king confess tlw powel‘ of
God, * - Forasmuch as . God hiath qhowul thee all
tlns, thele is none so discrect and wisce as t.hou

art 3 (ibid, 30,) yet:whein, a feiv generations la-

ter, Mosds presents himself before Pharaoh in the
name of the Eternal God, so completely is all
trace of thnt name lost, that the king at once
confesses his jgnorance, and exclaims, ¢ I know
not the Lerd,”  (Exodus v. 2.)

But though men forgot their God, e did not
forget them. Not only did he continue to them
his manifold bounties, without which they could
not exist even one moment, but while they, in
the perverse abuse of their own free will, sought
to rivet firmer and tirmer the chains of supersti-
tion and ignorance, He. in the fulness of merey,
provided for them the means of returning frecly
and without constraint, to light and to teuth.
Among the myrinds who prostrated their reason
and wiltully closed their mind’s eye, there was
ene man who looked around him and reflected.
Nature, in the vastness of its immensity, attracted
his notice, and while he adinired the creation,
his soul gradually became conscious of the Crea-
tor. ‘T'radition tells us that Abraham recognised
God in Ilis works, and when he did so in humil.
ity aud devotion, Revelution was afforded to him
to guide and purify his meditations. s falth
wis put to many a test, his constancy had to pass
through many an ordeal j but his faith still clung
to the assurance, there is one 2l Shaddai, * Al-
mighty God ;' and his coustancy was rewarded
with the promise, that in kiza and his posterity
all the nations of the earth should le blessed.
Thus strengthened by a knowledge of the truth,
Abraham went forth, the missionary of the Lovd,
Wherever he came he proclaimed the name of
the Eternal and Indivisible One, and thus once
more a ray of light and of truth broke through
the general gloom. The work thus begun by
Abraham was continued by his son Isaae, nnd
his grandson Jacob 5 and that which had been
the faith of one man, became the belief of a
family. Yet among the millions of idolaters,
throughout the wide extended sway of eraft and
jgnorance, the influence of one fumily must of
necessity, have been very limited. Therefore it
was provided that that family should increase and
become a nation ; and in erder to preserve the
descendants of that family from mixing and be-
coming lost amongst the crowds that surrounded
them, in order to keep them isolated and distinet,
they were transplanted to n country, the inhabi-
tants of which, were averse to strangers in gen-
eral, and to shepherds especially,—disdaining in-
tercourse or connexion with this alien vice. And,
as mankind is most strongly attracted by contrast,
it was so ordained, that when the descendants of
this family had increased and multiplied, and
were become u nation, they should be placed in
the most abject and degraded condition—that of
slaves~—used with barbarous cruelty 5 and that
they should be so placed in the most civilized
country of the ancient world, but which, at the
sume time was the stronghold of idelatry.

It we look at the condition of mankind at the
time: when DMoses entered on his legation, we
shall find that, thronghout the whole earth there
existed not-at that time one nation“or tribe—
probably not many individuals—svho knew and
adoved the Creator. Thescanty remains of prim-
itive knowledge, fuint gleams amid the general
gloom, were bidden by interested men, enveloped
in mysteries and disfigured by types. The few
who were initiated into these mysteries, held that
it was needful to practice on the weakness of the
multitude, and that it was dangerous to afford
the common people a kuewledge of truth ; and
so cifectually did they disguise and conceal it, that
in process of time even the initinted lost the key
to the types amd mummeries they had to pass
through, and were but one remove above the gen-
eral ignorance of the mob whom they deluded.
Thus the darkness of fulsehood overspread the
earth ; despotism and priesteraft were the twin
exerescences to whick that darkness gave Dbirth,
and by which it was fed. Temples were erected
to all the passions, discnses, fears, and evils to
which maukind are subject.  Suited to the char-
acter of these divinities was the worship offered
in their fanes.  Absurdity, impurity, and cruelty
contended for mastery in their rites. Beastly
intoxication was an act of adoration to ‘one, pub-
lic prostitution te another of these foul creations
of a deseased imagination. Human victims bled
upen their altars. The cries ot infants consumed
by a slow fire in the einbriices of a brazen image ;
of boys being whipped to death before the altar
of & female divinity, were held to be music grate-
ful to the ears of the gods; and all these horrors
emanated from Egypt, the pavent of civilization,
which also berame the parent of idolatry to the
surrounding nations. . The power of evil, of
fulsehoud, of superstition had reached its height s
and truth, which had sheltered within the house-
hold of Abraham, seemed to lose its last adberents,
swhen the descendints of Jazob, slaves in Egypt,
were made to _]om the foul rites of their masters,
" But mankind is not destined for ever to he the
victim of error.  In thie moval as in‘the physical
world, in religion, as in every other braunch of
knowledge, the triumplh of truth, though slow, is
sure; the downfall of error, though long delayed,
is viat the Jess certnin. ~ The Great Being who
called the universe into existence, and who wills
thie bappiness of all his ¢reatures, still pardons
their backslidings and deigns to extend His pro-
tection unto thein. At the very time when the
reign of darkness seemed most firmly establishéd,
the victory of light was miost sudden and cemplete,
Moses, the messenger of God, appeared. * ‘Lruth
and liberty’ were the potent words which he
‘Iroclaimed,  Before the power delegated unto
hiin, the 'loft.y fubrie, reared by superstition,
crumbled into duat., . Vain were the struggles of
despatism and the efforts of craft § "thie fivst,
“itep towards the iegeiierstion of- mxm]uud wns,
‘¢ffeéted in the libcration of Jsracl. A

Had the end end aim of Moses' mission been
only to free the descendants of Jacob from bond-
age, and to constitute them into a nation, that
might have been effected at onee, by a power
whom nething can resist. It was to raise the
standad of truth, which once unfurled, Is vever
to be lowered. Tt was to consolidate the opposi~
tion to ervor, an opposition which the uncessing
efforts of error, for upwards of thirty centuries,
huve not been able to overcome. Therefore it
was that gradually every hope the Egyptian
placed in the protection of his divinities was
made to fail him, as one after another, the most
potent of them bent in lowly submission at the
bidding of the man commissioned by God. As
animate and inanimate creation, the luminaries
of heaven and the beasts of the field were alike
worshipped by the Egyptians, so the supremacy
of the one true God was manifested over each of
them. And at the avnouncement of each new
wonder, Doses was directed te declave it was
done that men might know the Eternal, and
that his name might be proclaimed over all the
earth—and it was so proclaimed.  One, at Jeast,
among the nations of the earth had learned to
know the Lord,  They in whose behalf the first
great victory over evil and fraud had been achiev~
ed, were alsojthe first who, in the fulness of free-
dom and convietion, had proclaimed his suprem-
aey in the memoralle words, * This is my God
and T will praise Him ; the God of my father
and 1 will exnlt Ilim,e=The Lord shall reign for
ever and ever,” From the shoves of the Red Sea,
where they had beheld the power of the Creator
over the elehents, they were led on to Mount
Siuai, that there, as had Deen foreteld to them,
they might serve the Lord ; and become the wit-
nesses of his unity as they had been witnesses of
his power, his justice, and his mercy. Six hun-
dred thousand men, with thelr wivesand children.
heard the voice of the Lord proclaim, * I am the
Lod thy Gad, thou shalt have no other gods he-
fore me.”  Six hundred thousand men, with
their wives and children, heard and repeated the
divine precept, * Heav, O Israel ! the Lord our
God the Lord is one ' Thus a host of witnesses
was raised,whose evidence it kas never been pos-
sible to discredit ; and thus the purpese for which
Abrabam had been chosen, for which the Israela
ites had been delivered, for which the Jewish re-
ligion, taking its date from Mount Sinai, had
been instituted, was accomplished 3 for the unity
of God was made known to mankingd, and that
knowledge was preserved by memis which the
experience of thirty centuries has proved to be
efficient.  Aud as this was the chief parpese for
which the Jewish veligion was instituted, so for
that same purpose it still stands erect among the
many and conflicting systems of faith, which,
in that long interval, have arisen and fullen, and
those that still survive.
admitted the doctrine of - the unity of Gad, has
derived jts konwledge of that doctrine from the
inspired, vecords -of the  Jewish religion, und sup-
ports itself’ by their authority.  Whilst every
system which dees not admit this mest sacred
doctrine meets with a flat contradiction in those
records, the divine inspiration of which, admit-
ted by all believers in revelation, cannot be bet~
ter proved thau by the direct and pointed manner
in which they mect and refute every departure
from this truth, that may have been punmllgnted
by systems which did not come into existence til}
centuries after the sacred canon of the Old Tes-
tanment was closed, To the idolater these records
briefly but dcudn-dl) pointed out his fatal ervor.
(lsnhh xkiv. 8.) ¢ The mukers of images are
altogether mmty 5 their delectable divinities
avail them ot ;' a declaration again and again
repeated.
for the heavenly bodies, these vecords point out a
higher power, saying, * Raise your eyes on high
—who crented these? He fixes the numbery of
the stars, and has given names to them all.’
When men, unable to account for the origin of
evily asserted that the government of the world
was contested by twoe independent principles, the
one of light and good, the other of darkness anid .
evily the s.u.l'(,d records of our faith vindicated
the absolute unity of the first great Cause, and
deelared in the m\me of the Lord, (Ismnl) xiv. 1,)
1 form’ the Jight and erente darkness, I make
peace and cveate evil ; I the Lord do all these
things." When in after ages the doctrine ‘'was

propounded that divine Jll‘;ti(.c required a 'vic(ui- i

ous saerifice, a divine redeemer, who should re-
deem mankind by tuking upén lmnsulf'md l'e-
moving their sins, thvsc_ sacred records re]ected
the doctrine by dm,lm'm-r, (Isuiah xlii, 25,) ¢ 1,

even T, am He who blotteth out their transgies-.

sion because of ‘me, and thy sins ‘I will not re:
member.” And svhen the doctrine was propoundend .
that the deity is a:plurality of peisuns, proceed-.
ing one from another, those sacred records.met,
the assertion by the solemn . declaration, .;* Thus.
suith the Lord, the King of Israel, -and his re-
deemer, the Lord of hostq semT am the hrst and,
I am the last, and beside me tlm'u is o God.”
(Isninh xliv. 6.) Each attempt to st up an asso~
ciate to his supremacy, IToly Writ vejects with
the words of the Lord, ¢ I am God, there is 110,
ather l——my gloiy will T not “give fo another.” ’
And every, dénial of les dbsolute and mdwsthle
unity it ‘refutés in (he émphatic words ‘of dur
lL\t, £ IIem', O Israél ! the Lord our ‘God, the-
Lord is one!” " And, 9s'thus the religion | msolvea
itsolt into anc great truth, into “Wwhich all it -
cords’ may ‘be condénsed, 'we ‘ire warrarted
saying ‘thut the ehiéf pm pozu.lor which! ‘the Jew—
ish religion wis'instituted, Was Lo mlpnrt to man=
kind, in'thc’ fnllcsr, (,lem'o.st, and ' most . authentic
mmmer ‘the knowledge of ¢ thut grcatest uf lrutlu,

¢The Lord ouy God ls one. RN

Whichever of these has .

To thc Sabrean, who cluimed worship .
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