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T'OR THE CHRISTIAN EXAMINER.

Ox the OriGiN axp ProarEss or Phon-
rric Languace.—By Dr. Rag.

A careful consideration of the cir-
cumstances that influence the condition
of man forming epochs in his history—
steps in the progress of civilization—
would Jead us, asit seems to me, to di-
vide them into two classes: the one of
primary, the other of secondary, opcra-
tion. Of the former, that is of those
which exert an immediate agency on
his condition, we might instance his ta-
ming and domesticating the more pow-
erful of the inferior animals, the ox
species, the horse, the clephant, camel,
&e.; us acquiring a knowledge of ag-
riculture and of navigation. All these
discoveries, and others siimlar to these,
iave in times past, exercised a very

owerful and immediate influence on
the condition of man, orat least on the

men who have invented or adopted
them.~—The steam engine is an instance
of a discovery now operating largely on
the condition and relations of our race.
Others again are of secondary agen-
cy; they are merely different modes of
bringing about the same, or nearly the
same, events.  As instances I may cite
the use of one species of grain instead
of another, of oats in place of wheat;
or of one sort of materal in place of
another for dress, of cotton, fur exam-
ple, instead of hen or woollen—the use
that some nations make of® malt liquors,
when others use wine or spirituous h-
quors—or again, the adoption of rhyme
m poetry, in placcof measure; of paint-
ing in place of sculpture. The opera-
tion of all such things is ouly seconda-
ry, and the effects they bring about are
sensible only after long periods.

Of these latter circamstances, of
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things exerting only a secondary influ-
ence on the condition of our race, I
know not any of equal importance to
the one on which I propose now to of-
fer & few observations. The adop-
tion, by the most civilized nations of
the world, for the purpose of com-
mumcating their ideas by the sense of
sight, of characters, not the representa-
tives of the ideas themselves, but only
of the arbitrary sounds that happen to
have been fixed on to denote them.

The subject 18 unquestionably both
curious and interesting, and might give
worthy employment to an erudition
which I do not possess, and to leisure
and materials far more extensive than I
can command. I should not therefore
venture onitywere it not in the idea that
the object of our meeting® here is rather
for the purposc of rousing thonght and
inquiry, than of determining opinion,
and under the hope that the view I am
to give of the matter, may perhaps
awaken the attention of some of the
members of this society, to a train of
nvestigation very singular in itself and
full of intcresting conclusions,and which
discoveries that have been receatly
made, and which every day adds to, pla-
ces more and more within ourreach. I
need not causlessly occupy time in
attempting to prove that a language of
visible signs 1s naturally a language of
pictures and not of sounds. This is
the immediate expedient which men
cmploy to convey wdeasin the rudest
sta.« of society, when distance of time
or place prevent them from cormmuni-
cating through the medium of spoken
language. Thus the Indian of our
continent, who takes a party through
the woodg and over the waters of the in-
terior, takes care to leave a token of

*Thia paper was rexd before the Iaterary So-
caety of Hamiiton, U. €. It has not hgcn thought
necessary to nahe any change upon its original
fonn.
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who he and his party arc, and what are
their movements, at every remarkable
pount in his route, and thus to hold ne-
cessary commumcation with the scat-
tered families of lns tribe, who but for
some such expedient would be ignorant
of the motives of each other, and una-
ble to mect and arrange matters for
their common welfare or safety, He
paints, on a piece of bark, a rude pic-
ture delineating the number of the in-
dividuals with him, and their sexes and
ages; marks the size of the moon, at
the moment of their passage, and the
probable period of their return, by the
appearance which it, or the last of suc-
cessive moons which he delineates, will
exhibit; and indicates the success of
the hunt, by rude figures, of the ani-
mals captured, Finally, he takes this
piece of bark, and fixing it on a pole,
makes it point in the cxact direction in
which the party are proceeding. From
such rude beginnings as these, the sys-
tems of picture writing, which at one
time or other have prevailed among all
races, have had their origin. In Mexi-
co, we know this system had attained
considerable perfection. In Ching, it
embodies the whole learning, laws and
science of that very ingenious people.
It attains its facility of expression by
adopting general signs for its prime
characters, and expressing all particu-
lars by a due combination of thesc ele-
mentary marks. Thus, in the first be-
ginnings of picture writing, a lion would
be painted as a lion, a sheep as a sheep,
in such hasty and rude essays as the
imperfection of the art of painting could
compass. Butsubsequently,in the pro-
gress of this sort of writing, all attempt
at a perfect representation, or at any
represcutation of the mere form, would
be dropped. A general smple charac-
ter would be adopted to denote an ami-
mal; another character combined with
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it would indicate that it wae a quadru
ped; another that it was carnivorous;
and a fourth, assigning to it a mane or
beard, would characterise the lior. A
sheep again would be described by a
few significant strokes, as an animal of
the herbivorous or grass eating sort,
bearing wool. Itiscasy to conceive
that these characters might be compre-
hended withir: less space thar the let-
ters by which we mark the sounds ap-
propriated in the English language to
denote these two objects. They would
have the advantage of being significant,
not of & mere arbitrary sound, but of
the characteristics of the two animals.
Accordingly, there have not been want-
ing many who have given the prefer-
ence to picture or symbolic writing,
over every other system of signs for
the communication of ideas. The ar-
guments by which they support their
thesis, are at least plausible. They
may be summed up under two heads.
The superior precision of such a lan-
guage, and its universal applicability.
Almost all disputes, it is said, arise
from the misapprehension, or misapph-
cation of terms, and may be traced to
the looseness and inaccuracy of spoken
language, which, answering sufficiently
well for the purposes of common life,
becomes, when transferred from them
to nbstract discussions and general
reasonings, the source of » vast deal of
ambiguity and error. This it is said
might be got rid of entirely, and for ever
banished from science, by the adoption
of such a language. Every distinct
primary idea that we have, might have
a pecuhar sign appropriated to it, and
these united according to fixed rules
would give precise aud unambiguous
expressions for the most complex ideas
and their relations. The principle is
one similar to that regulating the nom-
enclature of the modern science of
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chemistry. Such a language would be
universal and would become the means
of the freest communicotion between
individuals specaking every different
tongue. Frenchman,Englishman, Ger-
man, Prussian, Greek, would use it n
the same mantier that they now do
the arabic numerals, or as the various
branches of the Chinese race, speaking
different dialects or languages, employ
their picture writing. By arguments
drawn from such a view of the subject,
Dr. Wallis, morc than a century ago,
and Dr. Anderson, at the beginning of
this century, and soveral ingenious men
since, have maintained the supe-
riority of such a language, and have
seriously urged its adoption,

Since, then, picture writing is un-
doubtedly the earliest written language,
since it may become, as in the hands of
the Chinese, a very distinet mode of
communicating thought, and since, in
point of universality of application,and
perhaps in some other respects, it is
superior to any other character, it be-
comes rather adifficult matter to explat
liow it has not been universally adopted,
and how, in place of it, we have come
to use charactersnot significant of 1deas,
but the representatives of spoken lan-
guage, of various arbitrary sounds,
which the conventional usages of differ-
ent nations have adopted as means of
conveying thought.

In the conjectural explanation wluch
I am about to give of tins fact,
Tam obliged to take it for granted, as
an admitted point, that Egypt was the
great parent of Europeanart and science.
I cannot, within the bounds prescribed
me, display the strength of the founda-
tion on which this assumption is built.
It is one however, which I believe will
be granted as so very probable,as almost
to amount to certainty.

Itis to some circmmstances peculiar
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to Egypt, and the surrounding nations,
that I would trace the invention of a
phonetic language, or language commu-
nicating by «rbitrary sounds. Thereare
circumstances, it seems to me, which
must naturally have tended to retard
the progress of picture writing in these
countrics, and to call forth attempts to
communicate by means of written char-
acters sounds themselves, A great
part of the peculiantics of the ancient
civilization of Egypt, ure unquestiona-
bly owing to the very peculiar nature
of the country wself—a long fertile
valley, flooded every year by a regular
inundation, having the Nile and various
canals open at other seasons, and bor-
dered througlout by ranges of gramtic
mountains. These mountaing furnish-
ed them with materials for all their
great structures.  Vast masses of gra-
nite were easily lifted from their Leds,
and transported to every part of the
land by water. Vast and imperishable
structures wese thus raised with com-
parative ease, and they wereaccordingly
erected to an extent which has aston-
1shed mankind for thousands of years.
‘The effects produced by the constant
view of these enormous and imperisha-
ble monuments, on the minds of the
Ligyptians, could not fuil to be conside-
rable. 'The very contemplation of these
objects gave o sort of vastuess and im-
suobility to their ideas and character.
An instauce may explain my mcan-
ng.

Let us snppose that & man jgnorant
of what we reckon the first principlesof
sculpture, sets about forming an image
m stone, of some human form; he wilt
mfallibly give to it the stiffest attitudes,
becanse that 1t 1s the casiest both
conception aud execution. The body
will be erect, the limbs ngid, the arms

extended along the sides, and probably
the back reeting on a mass uf the oris
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ginal stone. Now this is the precise
attitude of all the Egypuian statues.
They are acknowledged to have a very
striking beauty—a heauty peculiar to
themselves, ansing from the perfection
of the execution, and the air of repose
that 1s breathed over them; but they
bave allthis one attitude. I think we
cannot explain this circumstance other-
wise than by considering the influence
which the principle of imitauon must
have acquired from the imperishable na-
ture of first attempts m statuary; and
these consequently serving as models on
which all subsequent essays were to be
moulded,as the cause producmg st. The
attitude in which their uncient heroes
and demigods appeared to them n thewr
magnificent temples, would become sa-
cred to their eyes, and would be the
fashion in winch all their successors
would desire to be exhibited. This
circuinstance is the more remarkable,
that according to Winkelman, an ad-
mirable judge, their sculptures of infe-
rior animals are not only bcautiful, but
full of life and cnergy.

Now I think that it is almost certain
that the same fixity of character which
distinguished theirsculpture, must havo
been imparted froin similar causes, to
their piciure, or symbohe wnting, and
that their system would consequently
be but hittle varied in its esseatial parts
from the original plan of giving actual
and recognizable representations of vis-
ible objects. Thisconjecture is proved
to be in some measure correct, by the
sigus that actually occur in Egyptian
hieroglyphics, in wiich Dbirds eyes,
serpents, &c. make up & large portion
of the figures covering the surfuce.
Now this is obviously a system incapa-
ble of gving any thing e frec expres-
sion to thought. ‘T'he principle of the
Chinese written language of symbols,
and of all such hypotheucal languages
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as have been projected, is to reduce the
primary signs to as few as possible, it
i3 seid about two hundred ; to make
thesesignsthe representativesof general
ideas; and to form all such particular
objects as birds, serpents, &kc. out of
the combination of them, It is obvious
that it is only by such a plan thata
language of symbols can attain to con-
venient expression; otherwise the re-
collection is perplexed end lost in the
multitude of particulars. Resting then
on the probawlity of the picture lan-
guage of Egypt, and of the countrics
to which it gave civilization and art, be-
mg in a great degree defective, as one
of the muin supports of my hypothesis,
I proceed to consider some causes that
might probably lead to the firstattempts
in forming a pictorial language repre-
senting sounds, and to others that
might probably lead to the cxtension
and general adoption of this phonetic
language.

‘T'he Pheenicians arc generally said to
have been the firstinventors of phonetic
writing, It will suit my desire of con-
deusing my ideas on the subject, to as-
sume that they were so. Let us then
see whatin Phenicia might have induc-
ed men to adopt the expedient, strange
m these days, of making pictures meet-
g the eye suggest sounds to the ear.

ThePhenicians were a trading nation.
They visited the whole coasts of the
great Mediterrancan, and trafficed with
all the fresh and numerous tribes that
gave life and energy to its then fertile
shores. They launchedbeyondit. Por-
tugal, France, and Britain bought from
them and sold to them. This is cer-
tain,  How much farther they may
have ventured 18 not known., Nowa
merchant is a great recorder; he wish-
¢s, indeed it is necessary for him, to
keep a note of all his transactions., To
keep such a record by means of the im-
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perfect picturo Janguage of the Egyp-
tiang, would be very difficult, in somo
cases impossible, ‘Take, for example,
2 proper name—the name of some indi-
vidual. Among people ofaprimitiverace
indeed names are geoerally significant
words, referring, like those of the In-
dians, to some occurrence in the life of
the individual, or like many of our own,
to some habit or accident belonging to
some of our ancestors. Such names
can be marked by pictures as weil as
other things. ‘I'he son of the Farrier,
the son of the man with the black locks,
his grandson, or so on, might easily be
represented by pictured signs. But
when we take words of a foreign lan-
guage, as they communicate to us noth-
ing but sound, we have no other idea
of thewn but of the sounds they give.
Thus, to a Phenician, such names a8
these, Cataline, Cmsar, Beremice, and
Penelope, would be incapable of being
directly represented by any signs.

To represent such names as these, in
some manser or other, might neverthe-
less be a matter of great importance to
him. Would it be impossible to do so?
I believe not. Let us suppose, for ex-
ample, that one of us knew nothing of
even the elements of our literature, the
alphabet, and that he yet had to keep
in memory such a name as Cataling:~
Might he not adopt the expedient which
children use in play, and by drawing a
representation of a caty #- eye and a
line, make out Catsline. In the same
way he might keep & note of such a
man as Czsar, by two characters repre-
senting to his conception the sea and
the air. Berenice might be, bee-wren-
ice-cye ; Penelope, pen-el-bop-pea ;
and by similar expedients, a liitle strain-
ed, he might sepresent in sounds, pro-
bably as pear as his language would
permit. all, or almost ally proper names
that he nught be desirous of recording.
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That such a supposition is any thing
but improbable, is proved by the fact of
such names, the names of Roman Em-
perors,being so represented on Egyptian
monuments.

But, is it reasonable to suppose, that
our Pheenician merchant,having adopted
this expedient in the case of proper
names, would confine it to those alone,
or would he not be tempted to apply it
to other matters almostas useful to him.
What is the litcrature that our trading
voyagers of the present day most apply
themselves to?  The names of the com-
modities in which they traffic “vith the
various nations and tribes they visit.
If they are trading with barbarians or
savages, they almost uniformly endea-
vour to construct a vocabulary of the
most cominon terms that occur in their
intercourse, catching and recording the
sounds, to be eure often very imperfect-
ly, but still in a manner wonderfully
useful to themselves and others, Ty it
not reasonable to suppose that the Phe-
nicians would do the same, and that
confused by the multiplicity of lan-
guages, fragments of which they would
be obliged to possess themselves of,
they would endeavour to assist their
memories by preserving in this way, a
record as perfect as they could of the
sounds of the most common vocables in
each? For my own part, I think there
can be no doubt of it. Practise in this
case would gradually lead to the adop-
tion of those visible signs which most
clearly and distinctly marked out the
shortest elements of sound.  Thus they
wouldacquire a writtenlanguage of syl-
labic sounds. Such undoubtedly were
the first Phonetic characters adopted.
They represented syllables, not smgle
letters. The ancient Hebrewis soto a
certain extent. Such a sct of char-
acters, though rude in comparison
with an alphabet, would, without doubt,
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be preferable for the communication of
thought to a very imperfect picture lan.
guage, such as the Egyptians and therr
hundred nations formed, and would
gradually supply its place, and gradually
be itself improved.

There arc many circumstances in my
opinion strongly corroborative of the
views now presented. I would first
advert to the form of the letters in the
most ancient alphabets, as clearly indi-
cative of their origin. If phonetic writ-
ing did not grow up gradually and im-
perceptibly, in the manner which I have
endeavoured to explain, froma constant
cffort to adopt the pictured signs re-
presenting the shortest and simplest
current significant sounds of one lan-
gusge, to convey, first, an approxima-
tion to the sounds of foreign vocables,
and lastly, to embody the general ele-
mentary sounds of the language itselt)
and thus to become a convenient vehicle
for communicating thought, by recalling
to the mind the sounds which we give
to thought; if it did not thus grow up,
it must have proceeded from the first,
on some plan, and been from the begin-
ning arranged, on such principles as
are the simplest and most suited to an-
swer such a purpose. Supposc that
any one were now to form a sct of
characters to represent the sounds of
any language, he would naturally in
the first place set about ascertaining
with accuracy, the number of simple
elementary sounds in the language iu
question; and inthe second fitting them
with appropriate characiers. A first
requisite in these characters would be
to render them as simple in formy, and
distinct 1 shape, as he possibly could,
that thicy might readily catch the cye,
and not be Yable to be confounded with
cach other. They would rescmble
those adopted by the writers in what i3
called short hand, and would present an
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assemblage of simple, straight, and
curved lines. Now if we take any of
the most ancient alphabets, for exam-
ple the Hebrew, instead of this simph-
city and distinction, we find the char-
acters combining the opposite defects,
being cowplicated in form, and yet
difficult to distinguish from oncanother.
One of the great elementary obstaclesto
reading Hebrew ariscs indeed from
this very circumstance., Many of the
characters so closcly rcsemble cach
other, that the student runs into contin-
ual mistakes. This circumstance, im-
possible otherwise to account for, may
be easily explained by supposing each
to have been originally the pictuare of
some vigible object, which in the pro-
cess of ussuming & shape that might be
eagily traced, lost its distinctive charac-
ters.  Thus, to recur to our original
example, the picture of a lion and a
sheep, if represented by a few strokes
of the pen, would look very much
alike.

The other circumstance to which I
would allude as corroborative of my hy-
pothesis, is, that of the mnystery of the
Egyptian hieroglyphics. Ihave endea-
voured toshow the probability of the nat-
ural progress of picture writing fromac-
tual representations of thingsand events
to mere general characters, the repre-
sentatives of general ideas, having been
checked in Bgypt, by circumstances
peculiar to that country. That there
the nventive principle must have been
restrained in picture writing as in sculp-
ture, by the attention of the people be-
mg constantly turned to the most an-
cient models, both from their imperish-
able nature and their sacred cheracter.

The Chinese, on the other hand,
wrote first on leaves~the most perisha-
ble of materials. The original records
of every age died with it, and were on-
ly preserved in copy by constant tenew-
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al. The continucl effo.ts of the Chi-
nese were therefore concentrated upon
giving thew characters the most signfi-
cant forms,and thus their writing speed-
ily became general and comprehensive,
The rescinblance which any of the Chi-
nese characters have to any natural ob-
ject, is very remote, indeed now entircly
undistinguishable. Theyare truly repre-
sentatives of general 1deas, quite unlike
the real pictures upon Egyptian blocks.
Now, 1f thisaccount of matters be cor-
rect, and if the Egyptian picture writ-
ing had the ioherent defect, from a rigid
muintamning of its first forms, of being
irresolvable into representations of cle-
mentary and general ideas, it would be
necessary, to express by it any thing
farther than a record of the simplest
events, to make its characters receive a
metaphorical, and loose, and extended
meamng, Thus the representation of
an eye might sometimes gignify omni-
cience, 8 serpent, eternity, &c. Such
a method of communicating thought
would indeed be full of ambiguity and
and difficulty, but yet when accompa-
nied by a viva voce interpretation, might
serve to recal to the mind long trains
of interesting ideas, and would natural-
ly form a study, having considerable
charms for those devoted to it. This,
till lately, was the prevalent idea con-
cernmng the nature of the hieroglyphics
of Egypt. Recent discoveries have
shown, however, that it was inso far
incorrect, that in some instances at
least, the characters used by the Egyp-
tiaus were cssentially phonetic, serving
to communicate ideas, simply in so far
as they were the representatives of
sounds, Now if o phonetic character
was introduced in the way I have sup-
posed, and had come into use among
any people bordering on the Egyptians,
or emong the Egyptians themselves, for
the purposc of communicating with
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their neighbours, it is very likely that,
in many instances, it would be employ-
ed by them to help out the imperfectious
of their picture language, It scems
to me, however, very doubtful that it
wou.d entirely supersede and banish it.
The more likely supposition I think is,
that both systems of writing would be
employed, and that sometimes the two
would be blended tcgether. The hypo-
thesis however of those who have been
lately engaged in these investigations
is, that hieroglyphics are altogether
phonetic. Though of course I speak
with very great diffidénce on such a
matter, [ confess I cannot bring myself
to believe this explanation of the sub-
ject to be entirely vorréct; and my
doubts are strengthened from the cir-
cumstance cf the different interpreters
giving different versions of the same in-
stription, and frem the promising light
that seemed to shine on these records
of remote ages, being again involved in
gloom.

1 would now turn to another point.
Supposing the account I have ventured
togive of the causes introducing our
present systemof writing to be correct,
it becomes an interesting inquiry to as,
what might have been the consequences
had no such causes existed? Had the
Egyptians used no more durable mate-
rial, for example, than wood for sculp-
ture, or for preserving the memory of
events, and had their picture language
consequently had unlimited scope to
mould itself into such a lenguage of
symbols agthat of China? in this cese,
1 think it cannot be doubted that it
would have had, like that of China, very
general currency, and have come like
it, into very extensive use. Had such
an event occurred, it is, 1think, at least
problematical, if any other character
would have superseded it; and it seems
very likely that all the world would, for
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communicating their ideas,have employ-
ed, instead of the less direct end appar-
ently less perfect expedient of phonctic
characters representing sounds, the
simple and more obvious method of
symbols expressive of the ideas them-
selves.

The effects which such uan event
would have produced on the progress
of human knowledgé and feeling, and
on the general course of human af-
fairs would undoubtedly have been very
great. To endeavour to trace these
were a very interesting spctulation. 1
can, however, only atfemp. to touch on
a few of its leading features,

‘I'he most obvious ot these is, I think,
that otie corhmon medium of communt-
cation being in use among all the civil-
1zed nations of Europe and Asia, the
stock of knowledge which each possess-
ed would have become the common
property of all. The literature, the
science, and the history of all nations
would have been in a manner one, The
history of the most remote periods, of
mighty nations, and of extended em-
pires, of which we have perhaps never
heard, or of which we have only heard,
would ha /e conseyuently came down to
us safe, through all the revolutions of
ages, They perished beceuse the re-
cords of them not being the common
property of all nations, bu.t wrapped up
in their individual languages, their exis-
tences became extinct with themselves,
In g5 far the introduc son of phonetic
writing must be esteemed a misfor-
tune.

There is another point of view also,
in which at first sight it would seem
disadvantageous. It must be acknow-
ledged that spoken language is an
exceedingly imperfect vehicle for the
communication of scientific truth, We
are chiefly moved tospeak by our wants,
our desires, our passions, and hence
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tanguage is the vehicle of feeling and
emotion, rather than of simple truth.
it catches, as bv were, the nurlace of
things, and strives rathier to show wlat
seems to be thanwhat veally is. There
can he no doubt that a lwguage of
symbols would be a {ar better medium
for the communication of any estublish-
ed science. It is necordingly ou tins
topie that they who have advocated its
adoption, as T have already renarked,
have chiefly enlarged. 1 will nut far-
ther enter on i, or seek to ghow
its apparent strength, tilan by request-
ing you to consider the adsantages
which have aerrued to two sciences,
arithmetic and mathematics, from the
introduction of such a language. Cy-
phers in arithmetic, anl sitns and let-
ters in alzebra, forma language of syin-
hols. and by the clearnes» aud precision
with which they cnunciate scientific
truth, must be acknowledged to Lave
furnished instruments far preferable for
communicating it, and infinitely more
officient in discovering it, thaa the writ-
ten languages that preceded them. Sum-
ilar advantages,it is said, would arnise to
genrral seience by adapting o swular
plan with regard to it, and making the
signs it employs sunple and distinet ex-
pressions of fundamental truths, Ican-
not agree with this conclusion.  Were
it possible indeed in the other sciences
to arrive at findamentaltruths ns mdu-
bitavle us those of mathematies, [ would
tully concur in it. But we kuow we
are always rather hanting after such,
than sure we have got them, andshence
the assumption that we had uctualiy
reached them, and our framing e lan-
gnage tor the expression of every fzct
in the moral and physical sciences upon
such assumption, were cven yet, as 1t
eceins to me, o very dangerous experi-
ment. [t would undounbitedly add great-

Jv to the fucility of commumeating
%
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wlnt we thougii to be knowiedge:
it would also vay certawly tend to fin
the prescat state of knowledge as the
perfection of science, and restrmn all
farther advarces.  One may form a ve-
ry ehght notion of the prabuble efit:cts
of such a measure by considering acir-
cumstance i the recent lnstury of che-
ical science, At the tune the chemncat
nowenclatuie was retoriedya part:cujar
wie was cousered to be the exclusive
prinaiple pruducing acidity by vty
wath other bodies, It was hence term-
ed erygen—the producer of acids,  A-
buut 20 years ngoanotheriur wasshown
to be alsva producer ot acids,and toforn.
a coponent part of one o' the most ex-
tensiely duiused of them all. Tie
iuct vas uevertheless uisputediand with
an obstimacy and pertmacny winch {
Unih we can scarce explan without
cal'ig to nuud the mfluence of nates.
The adiission of chlorize as a sunple
substunce disturbed the propricty of the
whole nomenclature of the science, aml
therefore war was waged acamst it
for nearly twenty years. If tins oppo-
sitiun to tae change of a nomenclature
of sere sutiids and apphreabie to bur
oite ¥cience could thus resteam the pro-
gress of science i the mneteenti con .
tury, how prodigious must. have been
the mflucnce ot g nomenclature of sym-
bols embodying the whole compass of
the tien hnown sciences, m the ages to
which we reter,  Suppose such an in-
strument in the bands of an Aristotle.
and refiect how ditlicnit it was to move
the scierices beyond the limits which be
iiad mari.ed out ior them, even without
the whantages witch it would have giv-
cu hun, and I beheve you will agree
with me that with such a coadjutor on
lus sude the attempt wonld have beeu
quite unsuccessful,

Butaf the mtluence of such aa even:
on the mer: eciences would prebably
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have been on the whole injurious, there
can be no doubt I conceive that it would
have been greatly more so on all that
is connected with the feelings and the
imagination. We by no means know,
we can scarce hope to know, the mys-
teries of our own nature; we feel as it
were the tides that agitate the depths
of our intellectual and moral being;
but these depths we have not yet got a
plummet line to sound. Yet it scems
necessary to our happiness, necessary
to the full expansion of our being, that
we communicate to others the changes
that come over, as the pulses that vi-
brate through the inmost soul. We
cannot do so as a matter of science, for
our nature surpasses ous science. We
reach after this aim of ours by every
means. The whole man labours to
compass it, but it is chicfly through the
medium of spoken language that it is
gained, This swecps indeed only
over the surface of things, but it sweeps
over the whole creation, and callects
and embodics in one whole, all that we
can reach of what is within or without
us. It gathers power from the very
vehicle by which it is communicated,
and by the very modulations which it
gives to articulate sound, shakes the
whole soul. e who Las heard a Sid-
dons or a Kean, and recollects the deep
cmntion produced by the mere tone in
which a few syliables were uttered,
will understand my meaning. This—-
spoken language- --is the special instru-
ment of the poet; through it he gives
meaning, music, and mctaphor, to lus
creations, and without it,it scarce seeins
that his att could harc an existence.
Suppose a play of Shakespeare, or a
song of Burns, put into symbolic char-
acter, where would be the poetry of
cither or their power to bear us with
them in the tide of deep thought and
fecling, along which they hurry us.
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All connected with imagination would,
it seemns to me, by the introduction of
symbolical characters, be dulled and
deadened. Compared with what it 1s
now it would show, as a distant scene
viewed through a telescope does, when
compared with one on which the naked
eye looks upon close at hand.

Again, the introduction of symbolic
language would have had a reflex effect
on spoken language. In theages pre-
ceding literature of any sort, the lan-
guage of sound is cultivated cntirely as
a language of sound, and it 1scultivated
with amazing care. Itis felt to be the
poner of all uthers, the mghtiest and
the moust enviable. Compared wathlus
actual stock of ideas, the savage has a
power of effecting Ins purposes by a
vivid communicativn of them wlich 1s
altogether astonishing.

In the ages which follow the savage
or the barbarous state when civilization
and literature have their sway, spoken
language, where it is preserved as the
medium of cummunication through the
interpositivn of signs meeting the cyc,
is still cultivated for thusits secondary
object, with assiduous diligence by the
whole iutellect of the age, and of not
further improved at Jeast mamntains sts
purity and efficiency. But let us sup-
poscthat genius,abandoning sound as its
instrument, adopts in its place the sense
of sight; is it not likely, nay, isit not
certain, that spoken language would
fall into neglect and corruption, and
that men attending to sigus, appealing
to another sense, would allow thuse
cominunicated by the organ of sound to
become imperfect and corrupt. OF
this too I think there can be lttle
doubt.

Thus, if our conclusions be right,
there would have sprung from the cvent
I have assumed, as at least possible,
four important consequences:—Ist. we
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should have had a mwuch more perfect
record of the events that have hap-
pened inremoteages~—2d. science would
bave been stutionary—3d. imagination
would have been dead—ith. spoken
language would have been very imper-
fect.

This view of the subject, and the
conclusions to which it bas led us, de-
rive some interest and may be said to
be to a certain extent confitmed, frum
the actual condition of the ouly great
people employing a symbolic character
at present in existence. Chinese au-
thentic history claims a very catended
peried as comprehended within its lun-
its, and pretends to tell the eveuts and
to narrate the revolutions that Lave liad
place in north-castern Asia fur several
thousands of years.

Chinese science is stativnary.  Con-
fucicus, the Aristotle of the cast, s the
great master.  Truth is nut, it is there
conceived, approachable in itsclf; 1t s
only the picture he holds up of 1t that
is to be come near. Imagination s
dead, however they may account fur it.
All observers agreein the facty, and an
this particular place, a well defined Line
hetweenthe peopleof India and Barope,
apd the picture reading Chinese.  The
pewers of the intellect, and tuse liam-
nered and confined, are all that ranams
to them.

Their spelen language 15 a mass of
wonoss Nables witheut clegance or pow-
er, and having so little clum to pre-
e'sinn, that they arc obliged to liclp out
its fmperfectivns by hints addressed to
the cve, Cver anon traciag out i ue
with their fingers the visble sign which
they are siming to express by the
voice.

These coincidences of whatimght be
supposed to be with what i are cettun-
e remarkable, and, as well as the whole
cubject,are Ithink caleulated to suggest
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thoughts—-thoughts somewhat decp
concerning the vanous chances and
changes to which our race have been
exposed.

A BRieF INQUIRY INTO THE SCRIPTURAL
InsTiTUTION 0F DEACONS wiTn REa-
soN§ ror 1TS CONTINUANCE IN THE
Cuurcu.

The compilers of the Tract, entitled
the Form of Presbyterial Church Gov-
crnment, usuully bound up with the
Confession of Faith, in trcating un the
officers of the Church, Lave enumerat-
ed that of deacon, as a distincty ordina-
ry and perpetualoffice.  “Totlus office,
they say, it belongs not to preach the
word or administer the sacraments, but
to take special care in distributing to
the necessities of the poor.”

It appears from sacred hustory* that
in the infancy of the church, as it exist-
ed in Jerusalem, this duty was discharg-
ed by the JApostles themselves. The
new comverts under the influcnce of a
epirit of remarkable liberahty brought
their contributions, for whatever general
exigence intended,and lad them downat
the Apostles feet—placed thiem absolute-
ly at their disposal.  Perfect peace and
harmony then prevailed witlun the pre-
cinets of the church—for the whole
multitude was of onc heart and of one
mind. ‘Plis is one of thuse scenes, so
rarcly withessed, on which une dehights
1o gaze from different points of wiew,
and to admire this carhiest trunaph of
the Gospel over wic sclfishuess and
discord of man corrupted nature.

Very svon howeser the affurs of the
churchyas yet still underapostolical gov-
crament beganto assumeanoremingled
appearance, and we hear sume of those
murmurings whichare ever & anonissu-
ing forth frum the evaieties of anperfect

[AAPSTIF R TR i NS 4 F 1 2080 NN -4
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beings. The occasion which gave rise |

tothese was an alleged neglect of the
Grecian widows in the daily ministra
tion—or in that distribution of charity,
which was made daily to the necessi-
tous out of the common fund. The
Grecians, it would appear,suspected that
partiality was shewn the Hebrew wi-

" dowa while their own were neglected.
Whether the cause were real or ima--

ginary, it became necessary 1o examine
jts grounds, and to apply a remedy.

So soon as the Apostles were appriz-
¢d that murmuring and dissatisfaction
existed, « they called the multitude of
the disciples unto them.”* The church
‘had already assumed the form of an or-
‘genized society, subject to the authority
~of its apostolic rulers. Here we have
an act of this authority—the apostles
convoked the multitude of the disciples.
In every community power must rest
somewhere in order to its government
and well-being, All societies, whether
civil, literary, or religious, find this to
be indispensible. And accordingly in
every religious community framed by
the ordinance of God, provision was al-
ways made for its order and good

: government, by the establishment of a

- governing power.

Under the mosaic
economy this was vested in the High
Priest and Sanhedrim. In the primitive
church it was vested in the Apostles,
and in the elders ordained by them in
every city. And in this respect every
great division of the charch in mod-
ern times follow them, though not
without some considerable diversity in
the practical details of their manage-
ment,

“When the multitude were assembled
on the call of the Apostles, it docs not
appear,that the latter made any explicit
allusions to the cause of murmuring
and dissatisfaction—the alleged neglect

of the Grecian widows. They made no
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apology, offered no justification, ad-
ministered no rebuke. - The probability-
is, that in some particular instances, the
Grecian widows might unintentionally
be overlooked in the daily ministration.
The Apostlescould not do every thingin .
such a large community in whichthese-
cular concerns might now be extensive;
and without adverting to the particular
complaints when the assembly met, the
apostles set themselvesto proposeagen-
eral remedy by the appointment of par-
ticular officers, whose duty it should be
to take charge of the poor, and manage
all other temporat affairs ' connected
with the spiritual community:* - Acts 6.
2,8 4. o ‘;:v'..

This portion of history may serve to
throw light on various particulars res-
pecting the management of the tem-
poral concerns of the primitive church.-
At first they were entirely in the hands’
of the Apostles,not from design but from
conyenience and necessity of circumstan-
ces. No positive order had as yet been
established in regard to such mattere,
and individuals of their own accord, and
without any previous consultation with
the Apostles,ldid their donations at their
feet, dnd requested them to act as the
almoners of the common liberality.’
The Apostles, although as deeply im-
pressed then as they -were afterwards,
with the superior importance of the
ministerial function, yielded for the time
to the general solicitation, and took
charge of the receipts and the charitable
distribution.

This is consonant with the usual
method in which the Holy Spirit, by the
instrumentality of the Apostles, built.
up that form of order and discipline
which was designed to remain in the
Christian Church,  Jts rules and econo-
my were notall devised and promulgat-
ed at once, and in a complete system.
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They grew out of circumstances in
succession, and muse be deduced trom
these circumstances.  ‘I'he offices of
the houschold were appomted as the
necessities of the housel:old demanded.
Fvangelists, Apostles, Bishops or Pres-
byters, and Deacons, were mstituted in
succession, for their respective duties,
and thus though the structure of the
spiritual temple, having been variously
raised, presents at first view an appear-
ance of irregularity, yet is there visible
throughout the whole a uniformity and
harmonious adjustment of parts—with
such an allowable diversity in subordi-
nate arrangements intermingled, as ren-
dersita suitableand practicable model to
the universal church in every diversity
of place and age.

The rcason stated (in v. 2) unfolds
to us the views entertained by these
holy men of the sacred nature of the
winisterial office while it explainsthena-
ture of the duties of that ofiice newly in-
stituted. “Itisnot reasonthat we should
leave the word of Godand serve tables.”
The Apostles, and the pastors of the
church after them, were to attend whol-
ly upon the ministry of the word: the
Deacons were to be employed in serv-
ing tables—that is were to take care
of all the financial and economicul affairs
of the church. 'This measure isnot to
be regarded as a temporary expedient
for a particular case, but as a general
rule founded on a great and immutable
principle; namely, that the ministers of
the Gospel ought to be wholly conse-
crated to their spiritual function; that
its dutics required all the time,learning,
talents, and zeal which any man can be
possessed of; and in order that they
may not be distracted by other cares,
therc ought to exist in the church a
class of office-bearers who should take
charge of the poor, and superintend
ity revenues,  Both  oftices, are or-
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duined off God, aud both have their
dutics and responsibilities.  ‘The mam
objeet thercture,proposcd intheappoint -
ment of these men, and in instituting
the office of deacon was that they might
serve tables and attend to the daily min-
istrations of the poor, and by conse-
quence to xll the temporal affairs of the
church.  They might if qualified be
called to fulfil other duties, but nothing
more beloszed to their oflice as dea-
cons.

But it has been asked, did not the
deacons preach?  Were not Stephen
and Philip at least often employed in
preaching? Yes, they were; but this
did not constitute any part of their
special function as deacons; this be-
longed to thew in another character,
that of cvangelist, which it appears
both Siephen und Philip sustaired, and
with which they were probably invested
ata penotd subsequent to their election
to tne deaconship.  For it would seem
a necessary consequence of the princi-
ple laid down by the Apostle (v. 2) that
when these two were designated to the
office of evangelist they would lay aside
that of deacons, since, if the apostles
found themselves hindered in the minis-
try of the word by the sccular cares of
the church the evangelists would not be
less embarrassed by them. The ob-
vious view then of this case seemsto
be that if any evangelist, on the first
clection of deacons were chosen to
this oflice, it was on a special emergen-
cy, and to aflord immediate relief to the
apostles; and if subsequently, any dea-
can were called away to the preaching
of the Gospel, he would relinquish the
office and duties of a deacon, and give
himself continually to prayer and to
the ministty of the word; while the
circumstances which gave rise to the
institution of the office manifestly shew
that it was intended for the management
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of the temporal affairs of the church,
and demonstrate the inexpediency of
conuecting it with the ministerial of-
fice.

The duty and the privilege of the
church in this matter was to look out
from among themseven men,and choose
them to this office. ‘There is a striking
propriety manifested in requiring the
people to select these office-bearers,
‘The apostles themselves were cminent-
ly qualified to make the sclection; they
were inspired with the gift of discern-
ing spirits, and were able to tell with
infullible certainty, who among the
members of the church would most
faithfully discharge the trust reposed
in them. But they refrained from au-
thoritatively interfering in the appoint-
ment,  While they maintained the pre-
rogative of their own office they scru-
pulously avoided infringing the rights
of the peaple: thus giving the sanction
of God to the dictate of rcason, that
the community which fills the treasury
ought to manage its distribution. Be-
hold a remarkable feature in the sccular
economy of the church, exhibited in this
act- Whileits inspired rulers ordainau-
thoritatively its order they leave unim-
paired the great principles of human lib-
erty,andcallsallits converts tothe unfet-
tered enjoyment of them. Ilow far have
those branches of the church departed
from the rules and practices of the apos-
tles, wholeave the laity nothing buta
blindand passive subjection! The con-
sequences of such usurpation have been
most pernicious to the progress of the
Gospel. A callous indiffercnce to its suc-
cess,or an infantile imbecility in promot-
ing it, has grown upon the church, its
priesthiood s its only ageuncy, and the
sinews of its membership have become
shrunk and powerless.

While however the apostles in call-
ing npon the members of the church to
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sclect these sccular oflice-bearers, left
their natural and inherent right umn-
fringed, yet in the excercise of that spir-
itual authority with which Christ had
invested them, they explained and de-
fined the qualifications requisite to the
office. The church were to select men
of honest report—of reputable char-
acters and standing in soctety—men
attested for unimpeachable integnty
andunswerving partiality. For wherever
a trust is reposed, there ouglt to be val-
id reasons of confidence, that the mwur-
maringsof thediscontentedand theiasin-
uations of the jealous may be silenced.
They were to select men full of fiuth
and of the Ifoly Ghost. For as office-
bearers in a spiritual commumty, cven
though their special duties were pure-
ly secular, it was right aud necessary
that they should possess the spintual
character, that their faith in the doc-
trines of the cross should be fully es-
tablished, and that they should have
obtained that abundant grace then so
richly enjoved, and so essential to thar
uscfulness. They were to select men
of wisdom, without which the greatest
purity of intention cannot prescrve
from ecrror and injurious measures.
This was a necessary qualfication fur
deacons, even in reference to the sumple
seculantics of the prinutive church; tur
cven then, they had to deal waith the -
terested and the prejudiced, to silence
their murmurings, and to diftuse the
hallowed atmosphere of the celestial
world over transactions wlnch i ther
own nature bore the mean impress of
time. Ol!what wisdomn, what piety,s
needed to preserve the temporal affiurs
of the church from sinking to the level
of purely worldly transactions; to pre-
vent the play of human passions amidst
scenes consecrated to eternal interests,
and hallowed by the preseuce of the
Deity.
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TheApostiles farther exercised the au-
thority with which they were invested,
not merely in defining the character of
the office-bearcrs, but in appointing
and ordaining them to their office.
Chaose men, they say, whom wr may
appoint over tins busmess, and when
the multitude had chosen them, they
set them before the apostles, and when
they had prayed they laid their hands
onthem. Thus winle they respected
the rights of the people, they asserted
their own as the commissioned ambas-
sadors of Chnst, and both were thus
left free to perform their respective du-
ties. How admirable those resgulations
which the Spirit of God has here sanc-
tioned! How melancholy the contrast
now often exlubited even among those
who profess veneration for apostolical
example! On observing many of the
practices,that now prevail in the church
n respect to the management of secular
affairs, the heart sickens at them; we
perceive its pure and spintual character
sullied; the courts of the temple scem
filled once more with the tables of mo-
ney changers. How long shall it be
cre we return to the sincere veneration
and practical observance of that order
sanctioned by the spint of truth. Un-
less we do so the church will groan
under a debasing secularity; andher ce-
lestial glory will continueto be tarnished
by the pollutions of the kingdoms of
the world.

That the preceding observations
ate in conformity with the views
entertained by the founders of our
church, will appear from the follow-
ing abstract of what they have declar-
ed concerning the natureand dutics of
the office:—

1. Theword Deacon issometimes large-
Iv taken for all that bear office in the min-
w1y, and spiritual function in the church:
but commonly it is taken for that ordina-
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r‘y and perpetual ceclesiastical office 1n
the kark of Christ, to whom the collection
and distnibution of the alms of the taith-
ful, and ccclesiastical goods do belong.
See chap 8 of the Poliev of the Kirk
where it tollows, that, secewng that this of-
fice is ol divine mistitution, 1t an anwar-
rantable omicsion in some congregations,
that either they put no difference betwixt
elders and deacons, or ¢lse they neglect to
appoint any to the uffice of adeacon.  See
tit. 6. § 2 Ido not think it reasvnable or
very consistent, for any to be zealous
against adding 1o the kinds of oflice-bear-
ers of Christ’s appointment, w hile they are
active in or connive at the diminution of
any of them. 1t it be said, theelderisa
deacon, I answer,albent the pastor includes
the office of a ductor, clder, and deacon,
vet sceing these are of divine institution,
reverence is in so far due unto it as toset
up these distinet offices : as nothing should
be added to the divine institution, upon
pretence of imagined deceney or order
the invention, so nothing ought to be di-
minished theiefrom, upon pretence that
some things in the institution are needless
or superfluous.

The dutics of deacons may be reduced
to thescheads colleeted from M. Guthric's
treatise of elders and deacons, and the
heads of the Policy of the kark. 1. That
they take exact notice uf the poor, and that
they timeously make their case known to
the session, to the end their straits may be
relieved, and so thewr breaking out into
begging may be prevented. 2. They are
to colleet and receive that supply for the
poor, which the members of that congre-
gativn, or strangers, shall be wnchned to
ofler 3 That the moncy so received be
faithfully delivered 1o the session, accord-
ing to whose judgment and a?poimmcnt
the deacuns are to dstribuie the church-
goods. In which matters they have a de-
cisivg vote with the clders - but in other
cases their opinion is only consuitive, and
they may be always present. 4. That
they take eare of orphans and idivts, and
such as want knowledge and ability to dis-
pose of, and order the things that concern
their food and raiment. 5. They are to
take care that what belongs to the pour be
not dilapidated, or misapplied. 6 They
are to acquaint the minssters and clders of
the sick within their quarters, that so the
maé be visited, and, if need be, supplicd.
7. By the 9th chapter of the Policy of the
Kirk, deacons were rot only tocollect and
distribute the ordinary alms, but all the
church-goods, tiends, ‘&e. and uplift and
pay to the ministers their stipends. This
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were indesd a wors proper fortheir office,
an ease to the min_isu-l , and wauld prevent
much noise and vilence that is rased when
charges to make payment ae gisen,either
at their uwn instance, ur i pame of thesr
assignees or factors. 8 Thev may be
employed to provide the elements, to carry
then, and serve the conmmuuieants at the
Lord’s table

The circamstances of our church jn
Canada still more unperatively require
the service of such office-bearers.  All
the funds necessary for the building and
repair of churchies are drawn by direct
and voluntary contribution from the
people.  To bring these under the best
order and security—to cqualize thebur-
den-—to prevent contention—topreserse
segularity both in the receipts and ex-
penditure would require a court of dea-
consin each congregation, whose char-
acter must bear some resemblance to
that prescribed by the apostle—men
full of faith, and of the [Holy Ghost.

1t may be asked—and is not the pre-
sent system of trustceship quite suffi-
cient for this end? Let it be granted
that in many cases the affairs of 2 con
gregation are as well managed by
trustees as they could be by the same
men bearing the name, and formally
invested with the ofiice of deacon. Still
we think it “unwarrantable” to discon-
tinue any office in the church of divine
institution,or eventolay aside the name
by which it has been designated.  But
farther therc arc many evils incident to
the presentmethodof trusteeship which
prevzils among our congregations,
which might be avoided by an adher-
ence to the primitive institution, TFor
it often kappens that individuals are
chosen trustees who are very loosely
connected with the chureh, who are not
communicants, and who from the im-
morality of their conduct could not
consistently with a pure discipline be
admitted to seeling ordinances. Nay,
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we have known persons chosen to he
trustees without their knowledge o
consent; and even against their huowa
wish, and when the electors had no rea.
son to presume that the mdividuals so
clected would ever give the slighicest
attention to their duties. Now were
we to return to the primitive metheod of
entrusting all the temporal affairs of the
churchto persons chosenby itsinember,
und solemuly ordained to their office by
the minister and eldors, these evils and
irregularities nughtin a great measun.
beavoided. The very naine, associated
as it is with the seripture history, woull
suggest to the electors the character
most suitable to the oflice; and the
solemn ordination of the persons chos-
en in the face of the congregation.
with the vows and engagements there-
with connected, would tend to secure a
conscientious discharge of his duty on
the part of the ofticer, and a becoming
deference to his oftice on the part of the
people. ‘fhe occaston moreover both
of the clection and ordmation would
afiurd very suitable opportumities to tue
pastor for admonition respecting those
prudential affurs of the congregation
whicli if not discreetly managed must
svonanvolve it1n strfe and dissolution.
And it mght be hoped that the remem-
brances of thuse scenes would mode-
rate that spint of sccularity which ton
often enters into and debases the charch
in her temporal transactions.

Ths reform would go far to correct
another evil which has sometimes maui-
fested itself not obscurely—namely,
degree of oppusition between the trus-
tees of a chuerch, and ats spintual rul-
ers.  Fron the want of a proper un-
derstanding, it kas vecasionally happen-
ed,that these two classes of office-bear-
ers have regarded each other somewhat
i the light of rival antagomst powers,
mstead of coadjutors in the same cause,
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the express design of the temporal of-
fice being to lend its entire aid to the
spiritual power. Were the scriptural
deaconship to be substituted for the
mere secular trusteeship, the hazard of
sucha cuilision would be greatly obvia-
ted, and mutual co-operation would be
more certainly secured,

Another very important advantage
would be gained, of which we are al-
most wholly deprived by our present
system of trusteeship—the deacons in
respect of their moral qualifications, as
well asin the discharge of their official
duties, would be amenable to the spir-
1tual conrts—the Session and Presby-
tery, a responsibility that cannot be
nullified without the sacrifice of a great
principle in Presbyterian church gov-
ernment, namely the true spiritual con-
stitution of the church, and the conse-
quent overshadowing pre-eminence of
its spiritual rulers.

Tarther,by sucha return to the prac-
tice of the primitive church as it res-
pects its temporal officers, our different
congregatiors would be more perfectly
brought into the form and medel of our
church government, For the deacons
would then always be members of the
church, and appointed by its authority,
and under solemn engagementsto fidel-

ity in their conduct and management,
N. M.

Ox TuE LEGISLATIVE [NCORPORATION OF
Tus Cruurci.

The Christian church, in its simple
and primitive character, is nothing more
than an association of persons, profess-
ang the religion of Christ, united for the
purpose of promoting the spiritual well-
being of cach other, and of the rest of
mankind. In this view it claims from
the civil authoritics, nothing more than
what all well-disposed subjects have a
night to claim under every government
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—Protrerion; it admits no interfer-
ence, inspiritusl things, with the prero-
gatives of its supreme tlead; its lawe
and ordinances are under the adminis-
tration of its own overseers, duly set
apart, according to the divine institu-
tion, to rule over the heritage of God
his fear. In its spiritual character the
civil power cannot or ouglit not to have
any authority over it.

But while we thus assert the spintual
character of the church, and its essen-
tialindependance, it is never to be lost
sight of that it cannot well or long sub-
sist,without entering into certain nece s-
sary civilrelations. It cannot subsistlong
or inan extended form, without some fi-
nancial economy. It must haveedificez
in which the congregations shall assem-
ble; these congregations, by voluntary
offerings, or by the bounty of the state,
or by bequests from the pious dead,
may acquire property ; this property
must be preserved and improved forthe
purposes to which 1t was originally set
apart; it must be put under judicious
and secure management. Could we he
assured of perfect integrity and unani-
mity among those towhom the manage-
ment of it is committed, during il the
changes of office-bearers that may take
place in the progress of centuries; that
none of them would embezzle or divert
it from its legitimate purposes, or that
its rightful possessors would never be
disturbed by the rapacious, then it might
not be necessary to make any particular
regulations respectingit.  But all his-
tory has shewn that church property is,
perhaps more than private, exposed to
the hazard of misinanagement and alien-
ation. Itbelongsnot to oue individual,
but to many, who are tenants in coni-
mon, From the number of the partics
whose rights are concerned, disputes
are the more likely to anise; divigions
may follow,and viany difficult guestions
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be evolved,asto which party the individ-
val property shall appertain. An eccle-
sustical judicaturo cannot decide on
questions of civil right, and nothing
would remain in such unhappy circum-
stances butan appeal to the civil tribu-
nal.

To obviate as far as possible these
evils, acts of Incorporation for church
property have been very generally
sought for by particular churches, and
granted by the Legislature, ¢ The
design of such a statute is to enable
the members to act by one united will,
and to continue their joint powers and
property in the same body, undisturbed
by the change of members, and without
the necessity of perpetual conveyances,
as the rights of members pass from one
individual to another. All theindividu-
als composing a corporation, and their
successors, are coneidered in law butas
one moral person, capable under an ar-
tificial form, of taking and conveying
property, contracting debts and duties,
and of enjoying the civil rights which
their charter confers on them. One of
the peculiar properties of a corporation
is the power of acting in perpetual suc-
cession, like one individual, without in-
curring any personal hazard or responsi-
lity, or exposing any other property
than what belongs to the corporationin
its legal capacity. The ordinary inci-
dents toa corporation are—to have per-
petual succession, and of course the
power of clecting membersin the room
of thoseremoved by death or otherwise;
-—to sce and be sued, and to grant and
receive by their corporate name;—to
purchaseand hold lands and chattels;—
to have a common seal;—to make bye
laws for the government of the corpo-
ration;—and the power of amotion, or
theremoval of members.” In reference
toa religious corporation, these pow-
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crs refer only to the management of
temporalities.

But in order the more effectually to
secure this good management, it is im-
possible altogether to keep out of view
or overlook certain questions that lie
rather within the range of spiritual ju-
risdictivr. Church property is acquir-
ed, and held, and managed for religious
purposes. Confining our observations
to the Presbyterian church, let us sup-
pose an edifice built by certain mem-
bers of our communion, that they and
their successors may enjoy it for di-
vine ordinances according to the re-
ceived standards of doctrine, discipline
and worship. The building with
all its revenues, whether they arise
from pew rents, or other endow-
ments, arc by the original contract to
be devoted to this particular form of
religion. No one will question the nat-
ural right of the parties sc to devote
this property which is their own. And
if the Legmslature grant the parties an
act of Incorporation to secure this pro-
perty in perpetuity for its specific use,
o legal authority is given to a previous
agreement, and the civil court, in case
of dispute, arbitrates according to the
provisions of the charter which the Le.
gislature has granted. From this view
of the casg, it is obvious, that two class-
es of nights, very different 1in their na-
ture, may become the subject of dispute.
The one class will purely respect the
faithful management of the property—
the other class will respect the uses to
which it is apphed, that 1s to say,wheth-
er the property be really used for the
maintenance of doctrine and worship
according to the standards of the Pres-
byterian church. In the former class,
the integrity of the managers is the mat-
ter to be ascertained; in the latter, the
orthodoxy-—the moral character, the fi-
delity of the minster. The one s
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proper matter for investigution by the
civil court; the other properly belongs
to the ecclesiastical, The difficulty in
legislating for church property lics
chiefly in the latter. Yot it is especially
necessary to theends of justice that this
be amply secured,

In order to this, every act of Incorpo-
ration ought to provide for the integrity
of the trustees in the faithful use of the
property of which they are the guar-
dians; and at the same time it ought to
sccure the proper jurisdiction of the
spiritual courts over them, This may
best be illustrated by an example. Let
it be supposed that the mirister of a
congregation has been suspended or
deposed by his Presbytery on & charge
of heresy or immoral conduct; that the
trustees and the congregation, or a
tajority of them, have nevertheless
resolved that this deposed minister shall
be kept in possession of the pulpit; it
13 manifest that in such a dereliction of
duty the Presbytery could have no pow-
er to prevent the evil unless through
the intervention of the civil courts—
for the question has now beconie one
of civil right, namely, whether, insuch
circumstances, the parties in possession
arc entitled to keep possession of the
property. Itis manifest that they would
not bo so in equity, for the minigter du-
ly deposed by his Presbytery is nolong-
er a minister, and the property isdivert-
ed, contrary to right, from its original
tention; and besides, all parties hav-
ing solemnly engaged to submit to the
decision of their spiritual judicatures,
their contempt of discipline is a positive
breach of faith. Provided these facts
were admitted, these contumacious per-
sons would be dispossessed on any de-
asion in equity, But let it be sup-
posed that the contumacious party raise
a question as to the formality or justice
of the Presbytery’s proceedings, then it
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would remain to be considered whether
the civil court was competent to review
the proceedings of the spiritual court,
or whether they should simpliciter re-
ceive the certified sentence of the spir-
itual court as decisive. We presume
that this last should be the case—for
all parties had previously agreed to the
principle essential to Presbyterianism,
that the decision of the highest eccle-
siastical judicature in a question of dis-
cipline is final. If this were admitted
the civil court would feel itself bound
to reclaim the property from those who
refused to comply with the conditions
on whichit was held in trust, and to de-
liver it over to its rightful guardians,
and for its specified uses.

This we presume ig all that is meant
by anexpression found intheresolutions
passed in the convention of delegates
from the Presbyterion congregations
whichmet at Cobourg in Apri!, against
which gome captious objections have
been made; * that all Scssions, Presby-
terics, and Synods, should be constituted
bodies corporate,and that effect should be
given totheir judgments and proceedings,
in matters spiritual, in the same manner
as 1s done in Scotland.” We are not
aware that even in Scotland where
Presbyterianism is the form of religion
established by law, that the civil courts
are ever called upon to enforce an ec-
clesiastical sentence, cxcept in cases
where some civil rightis ccncerned—as
in the instance above supposed; and
their interposition in such cases is man-
ifestly essential to the ends of justice,
anddiffers in no respect from their nter-
ference in the management of the af-
fairs of any other trust or corpora-
tion.

* But that the rights connected with
spiritual jurisdiction may be properly
maintained, without any danger of dis.
pute with those to whom is entrusted
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the adjudication of rights purely civil, it
is cssentinl that they be precisely defin-
ed. This ought to be donc in whatis
technically called Tug CoxstiTuTiOoN
or e Cnurci, or that system of rules
according to which it is to be guided as
an eeclesiastical body.  These are en-
acted, or sanctioned by the spiritual ju-
dicatures, as the rules for managing the
temporal affairs contained in the nct of
Incorporation are sanctioned by the civ-
il Legislature. The principal points
which such an instrument should em-
brace are,

1. The full recognition of the author-
ity of the spiritual judicatures in all
matters of doctrine, discipline,and wor-
thip.

2. A specification of their right to
determine and judge of the qualifica-
tions of all office-bearers in the church,
witether ministers, clders or deacons—
and to consta.t supervision of the
snme.

3. A specification of the manner in
which the election of the munister shall
be conducted—the time within which
such clection shallbe made~the conse-
quences of delaying beyond that tme—
the mode of supplying the pulpit dur-
ing the vacancy—the provision for the
ministers maintenance.

4. The right of the Presbytery to
define the honts of the parish, or the
sphere of the minister’s pastoral la-
bors,

5, The right of the Session to ap-
point collections forreligiousandcharit-
able purposes, as in their discretion
they may see fit.

The constitution of every church
should embrace these points, and any
other that may be thought necessary
for the better maintenance of order ac-
cording to the Jaws and usages of the
Presbyterian church. It would serve
many useful purposes were the Synod
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10 preseribe o general form for sl new
churches,

‘The propriety of endeavoring to ob-
tsin anact of Incorporationtor the Syn-
od of Canada, from the Coloniul Le-
gislature, was first wrged upon the
attention of the Synodbythe Hon. Win,
Morris, at their meeting in 1835; bt
neither at that time, nor since, has the
subject been fairly taken up hy any of
our church judicatures. Thenecessity
of such & measurc however is duly be-
coming more apparent, and the timne is
now fully come for discussing the ques-
tion previous to a formal application
to the Legislature. We intended to
lay before our readers a copy of an act
of Incorporation for the Presbyterian
thurches passed by the Legislature of
New Brunswick in 1832, But as the
following draft—copied chiefly from an
act passed by the Legislature of New
York, is fuller and more precise—we
give it only to avoid repetition, We
need not say that some alterations have
been made in it to adopt 1t to our own
institutions:—

Drarr of an AcT or IncorporaTioNn, &e

‘Wherkeas it is expedient and necessary,
that the congregatiuns of the Presbyterian
church of Canada, in connection with the
church of Scotland, alrecady formed into
an ecclesiastical commnunity, governed
according to its own laws, custums and
usages, guoad spiritualia—should ubtam
an act of’ Incorpurativn fur the more_ se-
cure managementof their wemporal affaurs
~—Be it enacted, &ec.

Ist. Thatthe Eldersand Deacons of ev-
ery Presbyterian church or congregation
now or hereafler tu be cstabhished 1n tins
Province, in connection with the church
specially  designated as aforesaid, and
elected according to the rules and usages
uf the said church, shall be the Trustees
for cvery such church or congregation,
and it shall be lawful for the said Trus-
tees, if not already incorporated, to assem-
ble together as soon as they shall deem i
converient, and cxecute under their hands
and seals a certificate certifying the name
or title by which they and their successors
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forever as a body corporate, by virtue of
this act, shall be known and distinguished;
whichcertificate being duly acknowledged
or proved as aforesaid, shall be rccorﬁcd
by the Clerk of the Pcace forthe District,
in a book to be by ham provided as afore-
«aid ; and such trustees and their succes-
sors shall therefore, by virtue of this act,
be & body corporate by the name or title
expressed in such certificate.

2d That the trustees of cvery church
or congregation, hierein above mentioned,
and their successors, shall respectively
have and use a comnmon seal, and may re-
new and alter the samne at their pleasure,
and are hereby authorized and empowered
to take into their possession and custod
all the temporalities belonging to suc
church or congregation, w hether the same
consist of real or personal estate, and
whether the same shall have been given,
granted,or devised direcily to such churen
oF congregation, or to any other person or
persons for their use; and by their corpo-
rate name or title to sue and be sued in all
courts of Jaw or cquity, and to recover,
hold and enjoy all the debis, demands,
rights and privileges, and all churches,
chapels, scﬁool-huuscs, parsonages and
burying places, with the appurtcnances,
and all estate belonging tosuch church or
congregation, in whatsoever manner the
same may have been acquired,or 1n whose
name spever the same may be held, as ful-
ly and amply asif the right or title there-
to had originally been vested in the said
trustees ; and also to purchase and hold
other real and personal cstate, and to de-
vice, lease and improve the same, fur the
use of such church and congregation, or
for ather pious uses, so as the whole real
and personal estate of any such church or
congregation shall nol exceed the annual
value or income of one thousand pounds
currency ; and also to repair and alter
their churches and meeting houses, and to
erect others if necessary, and to erect
dwelling houses for the use of their min-
isters, ard school houses and other build-
ings tor the use of such church ur cungre-
sation ; and such frustees shall also have
power to make rules and orders for man-
aging the temporal affairs of such church
or congregation, and to disposc of all mo-
nies belonging thereto, and to regulate
and order the renting the pewsin their
churches and meeuing houses, and the per-
quisites for the breaking of the ground in
the cemetry or church yards, and in the
said churches and meeting houses for bu-
rying the dead, and all other matters relat-
ng tothe temporal concernsand revenues
of such church or congregation ; andto
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appoint a clerk and treasurer of their
board, and a collector to collect and re-
ceive the said rents and revenues, and 10
regulate the fees to be allowed to such
clerk, treasurer, and collector, and them
or cither of them to remove at pleasure,
and appoint others in their stead; and
such clerk shal! enter all rules and orders
made by such trustees, and payments or-
dered by them,in a book provided by them
for that purpose.

3d. That thetrustees first chosen, shall
continue 1 office for three years fromn the
day of their election, and immediately af-
ter such election the said trustees shall be
divided by lotintuthree classes, numbered
one, two, and three, and the scats of the
first class shall be vacated at the expira-
tion of the first year, of the members of
the second class at the expiration of the
second year, and ot the members of the
third class at the cxpiration of the third
year, to the end that ‘the third part of the
whole number of trustees, as nearly as
pussible, may be annually chosen ; and
the said trustees, or a majority of them
shall, at least one month before the expi-
ratwn of the office of any of thesaid trus-
tees, notify the sume in writingto the min-
ister, or in the case of hisdeath orabsence,
10 the elders, specifying the names of the
trastees whose tmes wilt expire, and the
said minister, or i case of lus death or
absence, one of the said elders shall, in
manner aforesaid, proceed to notify the
members of the said church, or congrega-
tion, of such vacancies, and appoint the
time and place for the clection of new
trustees to fill up the same, which clecuon
shall be held at least six days before such
vacancies shall happen, and all such sub-
sequent electiuns shall be beld and con-
ducted by the same persons, and n the
manner bereinafier direcied,and the result
thereof certified by them, and such cer-
tificate shall entitle the persons elected te.
act asirustees, and in case any trustee
shall dic or refuseto act, or remove within
the year, nolice thereof shali be given by
the trustees as afuresaid, and a new elec-
tion appointed and held, and another trus-
tee be elected in his stead, in manuner as
follows.

4th. That no person belonging to any
church or congregation, intended by this
act, shall be entitled 1o vole at any
election, until he shall have been a
stated attendant on Divine worship in tite
said church or congregation, at least ohe
year before such election, and shall have
contributed to the support of the said
church or congregation, according to the
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laws and usages thereof, and the clerk
to the said trustees shall keepa register of
the names of all such persons as shall de-
sire to become stated hecarers in the said
church or congregation, and shat! therein
note thetime when such request was made,
and the said clerk shall attend all such
subseguent clections, in order to test the

ualifications of such clectors, in the case
the same should be questioned.

5th. That nothing in this act contained
shall be construed or taken to give to
any trustee of any church or congrega-
tion, the power to fix or ascertain any sal-
ary to be paid to any minister thercof, but
the same shall be ascertained by a majori-
ty of persons entitled to elect trustees, ata
meeting to be called for that purpose, and
such salaries when fixed, shall be ratified
by the said trustees, or a majority of them,
by an instrurent i writing under their
common seal, which salary shall there-
upon be paid by the said trustees out of
the revenues of said church or congrega-

tion.
6th. That whenever any church or con-
regation incorporated under this act shall
eem it necessary and for the interest of
such corporation to reduce the number of
their trustees, that it shall and may be Jaw-
ful to do so at any annual mecting - Pro-
vided, that the reduction shall not besuch,
as to leave less than three trustees in the

corporation aforesaid
7th. That the treasurer of every church
or congregation,incorporated as aforesaid,
or the trustees elected as aforesaid, shall
once in every three years, and between the
first day of January and the first day of
April trienniall{, exhibit upon oathto the
CEancellor in the Court of Chancery, or
to any one of the Justices in His Majes-
's (goun of King's Bench, or any of the
udges in the Court of Common Pleas in
the "District where such church or con-
gregation shall be situated, an account
and inventory of all the estate, both real
and personal, belonging at the time of
making such oath tothe church or con-
gregation, for which they respectively are
trustees or managers as aforesaid, togeth-
er with an account of the annual revenue
arising therefrom ; and if any such trus-
tees or person entrusted as aforesaid, shall
neglect to exhibit such account and inven-
tory for the space of six years, afler the
expiration of every three years as afore-
said, and shall not then exhibit the same,
and procure a certificate to be endorsed
thercon by the Chancellor or Judge, that
he is satisfied that the annual revenue aris-
ing from the real and personal estate of
such corporation does not, nor has nat for
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the six preceding years, excceded the sam:
which by law 1t 15 allowed to recerve, then
such trustees or persunsentrusted as afore-
said, shall cease to be a body corporate :
and in every casec when it shall appear
frum such accuunt and inventory, that the
annual revenue of any chuarch, exceeds
the sum which by virtue of this act, they
may or can respectively hold and enjoy, it
shall be the duy of he Chancellor or
Judge before whom the same shall be so
exhibited, to report the same,together with
such account and 1nventory, tothe legista-
ture at their next meeting.

8th. That it shall be lawful for the
Chancellor of the Court of Chancery
within this Province, upon the application
of the trustees of any incorporated church,
in case he shall deem it proper, to make
an order for the sale of any real estate
belongmng to such incorporation, and to
direct the application of the monies aris-
ing therefrom by the said corporation to
such as the said corporation, with the con-
sent and approbation of the Chancellor,
shall concetve to be the most for the in-
tercst of the society to which the real es-
tate sosold did belong : Provided, that this
act shall not extend to any of the lands

ranted by His Majesty or the Legislature
for the support of the said church or con-
gregation.

Oth. That whenever any corporation as
aforesaid shall be dissolved by means of
any non-user or neglect to exercise any of
the powers necessary for s preservation,
it shall be lawful for the church or con-
gregation which was connected with such
corporation to re-ncorporate uself 10 the
mude prescribed by this act,and that there-
upon all the real and personal property
which did belong to sucg dissolved corpo-
ration at the ume of 1ts dissoluon, shali
vest in the new corporation for the sad
church or congregation.

According to the preceding draft all
congregations are empowered to incor-
porate themselves only if they shall
seefit. There uare many reasons why
it should thus be left optional. It may
be a long time in new settlements,where
the congregation is widely scattered,
imperfectly organized, and without any
property, ere it would be n cessary to
avail themselves of the benc ats of such
anact, It is cnough that they have 1t
in their power when their circumstan-
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‘ces require it.—Every congregation is
a distinct corporate body—the respon-
sible guardiane of their own temporal
affairs. No local disputes therefore
can disturb the general body—an evil
that might often be experienced were
the whole church incorporated as one.—

" All the trustees of the church must be

deacons. This ought to secure that
they should be members of the church,
subject in all things to its spiritual over-
seers, and take upon themselves the
solemn obligation of fidelity at their
ordination. When the time of their ser-
vice is expired,it is not necessary to sup-
pose thatthey lay aside gheir officeas dea-~
cons, though they are relieved fora time
from the actual discharge of its duties
astrustees. Within the period of a few
yearsthey would again resume these du-
ties, for those eligible to such an office
in most congregations cannot be very
numerous. It may be presumed,when du-
ties so important are involved, that they
will always be entrusted to the best.

Though an act of Incorporation con-
formable to the preceding draft would
probably secure to particular congrega-
tions all the advantages that could be
expected from such a measure, it would
scem to be farther necessary that the
Sy~op should be incorporated for cer-
tain purposes connceted with the gene-
ral interests of the whole church. Such
an act should confirm its power—of ju-
risdiction over its own members—to
acquire and hold property for endowing
and maintaining a Theological Semina-
ry—for the granting of bursaries to
students of Divinity—for the establish-
ment of a ministers widows’ fund—and
such other purposes as might be com-
petent and necessary for an ccclesiasti-
cal body. The form of such an act
would require the best counsel, and the
maturest deliberation.

The writer has ventured to make
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these suggestions more with a view of
calling the attention of abler minds to
the subject, than because he is pertina-
ciously attached to the particular opin-
jons he has submitted. Nothing will
give him greatersatisfaction than to sce
this important question fairly examined
and discussed in all its bearingsere any
steps are taken to carry it into effect.
We must be well persuaded that what
we wish is right, and wouid be benefi-
cial ere we ask for 1t the sanciion and
perpetuity of law.
N. M.

PRACTICAL SERMONS. No.II.

Tne CoNNEXION BETWEEN THAE Prg-
SBNT AND A Futurb ExXISTENCE.

By the Rev. Alexander MacNaughton,
Lancaster, Glengary.

He that is unjust, Iet him be unjust still
and he that is filthy, let him be ﬁfthy still §
and he that is righicous, let him be righ-
teous still; and he that s holy, let him be
holy still. * Rev. xxu. v. 2.

To one accustomed to contemplate
objects in the light of Christianity, no
sight can be more solemnly affecting
than that of a large assemblage of hu-
man bemgs. He sces before him a
crowd of immortals, who are either
heirs of glory, or children of perdition;
pilgrims of & day, who are on their
way either to heaven or hell; the fugi-
tive occupants of a scene in which they
are all fulfilling a destiny—a destiny
which all of them will accomplishin a
few years—some, perhaps, in anhouror
amoment. The tie which connects them
with the present,is slender as a thread.
The narrow stream of death is all that
separates them from the world of spir-
its. The summons to cross it may
arrive without 2 moment's notice, like
a thief in the night, or a flash of light-
ning from the" skies; and once over,
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their condition is fixed for ever, wheth-
er for weal or woe.

This is a view of our condition which
cught nevertobe absentfrom our winds:
forit is in proportion as we realize it,
that we will act suitably to the end of
our being. And it is a view which
ought more especially with governing
influence to rule in us your guides to
immortality, and to accompany us in ev-
ery word that we speak in public,andev-
ery dizcoursc that we preparein private
for your instruction; so that we may
appear before you as immortal beings
addressing their fellow immortals, and
acquit ourselves of the solemn respon-
sibility which rests upon us as watch-
men in Israel, who have to render so
strict an account.
test are & peculiarly awakening call on
us so to do; for they were delivered
under circumstances of no ordinary so-
lemnity, Allthe visions of this myste-
rious bock were at length unfolded to
the Apostles. The page of the future
History of the Churcl: was spread out
before him in all its chequered colours
of light and shade. He saw the con-
flict between truth and error, light and
darkness, from the birth of Christianity
to the consummation of all things;—
the alternate successes and reverses,
but the final triumph of the cause of
Heaven: lie saw all this before his as-
tonished vision, with the various mani-
festations of character which it was the
accasion of calling forth,—the civil ty-
ranay, the grinding oppression, the im-
pure idolatry of the cnemics of Christ,
on one side, on the other, the unswery-
ing loyalty, the undying attachment of
the persccuted yet persevering friends
of Jesus, throughout the whole period
of the eventful conflict. Herc then,
the angel unfolds the visions to the in-
apired prophet, or (what is more pro-
bable from verses 12, 13,) Jesug Christ

The words of our|.
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himself, the great Angel of the Cove-
nant, whoin the visions mainly respect-
ed, steps forth; and as John was onthe
point of sealing them, says, ¢ Seal not
the saying of the Prophecy of this Book,
for the time is at hand.” The un-
changeable issue of the fulfilment of
the prophecies, to the friends avd ene-
mies of Jesus,is thus soleinaly announc-
edinthe wordsof ourtext, ¢ 1le that
is filthy, &e.”* These words, whether
we view them asa parenthesis in which
the sacred writer expresses lus own
feclings, or, as is more probable, the
language of the Angel of the Covenant,
he declares in the context that he wull
come quickly to give to every man ac-
cording to his works—challenge the
most serious attention of all to whom
they ave proclaimed: for all of us tave
the same interest in the solemn truths
that they announce. They speak of
the approach of a period when the
characters of all shall be unalterably
fixed:—the wicked, left hopelessly wed-
ded to their wickedness, and the righ-
teous immutably confirmediarighteous-
ness and true holiness. The eventful
period referred to, is the coming of
Christ to judge the world, when IHe
will summon all that lived upon the
carth before his tribunal; and will pro-
nounce the irreversible sentence which
will determine their cternal destiny.
Comparing the interval between the
present and that day, with the etermity
which succeeds it, it may be considered
as already at hand, and accordingly the
context says so. But viewed 1n refer-
ence to the measurementsof time which
obtain among mcn, it may be still con-
sidered as distant: for many events in
the plan of Providence foretold m tins
Book,—~many rcvolutions among the
natious, which still occupy mumerous
pages in the world’s history, remaun yet
to be unfolded, erc the arrival of thia
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last and tost important of days. DBut
to cach of us, my Brethren, the day of
death is'the same as the day of judg-
ment; for ¢ asdeath leaves us so judg-
ment will find us,' and ¢ as the tree
falleth, so it must lic,” and that for ever.
Al changes of character, cither for bet-
ter or worse, are eonfined to our present
state. Death fixes upon it the stamp
of perpetuily, and refers us to the
judgment of the final day, only for the
public sentence of the Judge upon
those materials” for evidence which our
fives accumulated, and the hour of
death completed. The great doctrine
of our text, then, #s the subserviency of
time to Eternity—the intimate connex-
ion between the present world and the
next.  Allow me then in the succeed-
ing observations, to open up to you the
nature of the connexion, by shewing,

L. That our condition hereafter,grows
out of our character here; and

II. That this condition once fixed, is
fixed for ever.

First then, we say, that our condition
hereafter grows out of our character
heres—in other words, that while on
carth, we are daily ripening cither for
Heaven or hell. o speak of each al-
ternative separately :—

1. While we live under the dominion
of sin, we are ripening for hell:—an
awful truth, little intimate with the
thoughts and contemplations of men;
yet onc of the most clementery which
the Bible presents to us.  BMen believe
n general that hel is the final abode of
impenitent sinners; that persevering in
their iniquities, they cannot escape it;
but they little consider how it is so;
they little think that in inheriting this
bitter portion, they are just reaping the
fruit of what they have themsclves
sown, and take their station in the only
place for which they are fitted by the
chamctc'rs and temperswhich they have
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themselves ripened into the consistency
of fixed and permanent habits. Yet
such is the awful fuct. Hellis doubt-
less a place of punishment prepared for
the rebels against the Divine Govern-
nient; o dungeon of condemned crimi-
nals, m which the Most High, as a
moral Jesson to the rest of his boundless
dominions, displays the terrors of his
avenging justice, on those who refused
to submit to lus cquitable government,
and to touch the golden sceptre of his
grace. This is certainly an important
truth; yet it 1s not the tehole- truth.
Ilell is also, so to speak, the babitation
which the wicked have rearcd for them-
selves. Thefuel vhich feedsits flames,
is the producoe of their own perverse in-
dustry. Every pang,every groan,which
is there extorted from themy and drinks
uptheir spirits,s one of self-infliction—
the result of previously formed habits,
and as closely connected with them, as
the crop of autumn 1s with-the prepar-
atory labours of spring. Ner could
they tenant any other abode in the uni-
verse of God without a complete viola-
tion of that order which pervadesits
illimitable extent. Of that order, adap-
fation is one of the fundamental laws.
Look around you: view the inanimate
creation. There cvery plant has its
own appropriate locality;—that, where
prevail the sol, the temperature, the
measure of hght, and mr, and moisture,
adapted to its natureand habits. Look
also at the ammal kingdom. Of its
numberless races. one swims 1 the wa-
ter, another flies through the air; one
grazes on the plam, another Lrowses
on the wmountam top: this collects its
scanty subsistence amid the frozen re-
gions of the Pole, winle that can main-
tain life only under the vertical sun of
the Equator. Yet cach moveson in its
own clement, and occupies the position
on the globe required by its constitu-
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tion, its wants, its pleasuresand its in-
stincts. Such is the decrce of that
Providence who assigns to all animated
beings their habitation, and adapts it to
them, and them to it.  Adaptationis the
governing law of his procedure. In
the moral world it is his purpose that
the same law ultinately preval. [t
obtains already in the o=t extensive
provinces of His dominion:—in Heaven,
which is a completely koly place, and
tenanted by beings of an untaintedly
holy character; and in hell, the dread
prison house of wuniverse, and the
exclusive abode of incorrigible and
irreclaimable wickedness. On earth
too this was once the law: man was &
‘holy being, and the world, a paradise
worthy of such a tenant. Bat sin hav-
ing entered, discrder entered along with'
it;—and now we dee the good and the,
bad, the righteous and the wicked, mix-
ed together like wheat and taresin the
same field, the wolfand the lamb in the
same fold. But this confusion is not
destined to continue. And man,though
‘he fell, having been placed under a dis-
‘pensation of mercy, in order that they
‘who sought it might regain the honours
of their primitive state, and they who
loved their degradation, might be con-
“firmed init, earth is now merely a pre-
paratory state, the introduction to on-
other, a theafre, for the manifestation
and ripening of character with & view
‘to the final destination; the place where
the future seraph or the futnre demon
is born and educated for his permanent
lot. Tt is the charactorhere that deter-
mines the condition kereaficr.

Does sin then form the pervading el-
ement of this character? In that case
hell, where sin is matured, is the future
abode, and every sin that is unrepented
of and indulged in, whether exhibited
in purpose, act, or habil, is so far hell

begun in the soul, 2 strengthening of the
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bonds of union which ally the sinner
with the impure spirite who inhabit its
dark and desolate provinces. What is
the character of these unhappy spirits?
Just that character of which every un-
renewed man exhibits the first outlines
in the present preparatory state, one
of revolt from God, to which they owe
their downfall; and of a mahignant hate
to the whole of his holy offspring.
Witness the wiles and machinations by
which their combined hosts, with Satan
the arch-apostate at their head, first
shook man's allegiance to his Maker,
and still labour in filling their Tanks
with recruits from this world. The
character of these unhappy spirits, is
onc which exhibits the complete anni-
hilation of the dominion of reason,con-
science, every scntiment of piety, and
every Teoiing of kindly affection; with
the unopposed mastery of every unho-
Iv malignant passion, mutual recrima-
tion and hate, self-torturing remorse,
despair. 'This, my Brethren, is hell, the
hell which the dewvils endure. Itisthe
awful combination of so many elements
of prin, discord, misery; the poison of
so many bitter and deleteriousinfusions,
operating on each and all without any
counteracting antidote, that, if not sole-
ly, yet mainly, supplies the vials of that
wrath which the hand of Divine  stice
pours out on their hends, and supphes
fuel to the fire which shall never be
quenched, and food for the worm that
never dies.  And who will say that itis
insufficient? Just take the world in
which we live, banish, in supposition.
from it for a season all the pious, the
benevolent, the pure; release it from
all the restraints which divine ard hu-
man laws impose upon it; let Atheism,
Extortion, Lust, Avarice, Revenge,staik
forth in unbridled dominion, occupying
every house of a widespread and num

rous population-—and let these in the
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pursuit of their object, own no relent-
mgs,and stop ot no limits short of those
opposed by the equally violent resist-
ance of those who are assailed, and
who in their turn pursue their own pur-
poses with the sane maddened and in-
furiated cagerness:—O! what a hell
would such a world exiubity, and who
would not rather e sperience a thousand
deaths, than be condemned to live a
single day amid such complicated and
unspeakeble horrors! Yet is the Iell
of the Bible a source of horrors stiil
greater and more agonsing. It is the
hell of beings in which every vestige
of good principle is extinct, in which
cvery evil principle has attained a gigan-
tic strength, desolating cvery depart-
ment of the soul which it masters,
spreading strife and desolation among
all with whom it comes in contact; yet
destined to a perpetual reign of wither-
ing triumphs, by that attribute of im-
mortality wiuch refuses to its wretch-
ed victims even the sad refuge of ap-
nibilation. This is the hell for which
every impenitent siuner is npening; the
hell, of which, if he examines umself,
he may discover in mself the awful
beginnings gradually unfold themselves.
Disaflection and slienstion from God 1s
the ruling principle of hell. 1Is it not
also the ruling priuciple of the smnner
on carth?  Does be not nounshin his
bosom that carnal keart which 1s enmmi-
ty against God, and does he not daily
testify this, by spending the Ihfe, the
breath, the facultics, which God gave
him, in acts of rebelhon aganst s pa-
ternal government? Iell is the home
of stnfe, of cnvy, decert, mabigmty, bit-
ter unrelenting persecution, undying
hate. And are not these the disposi-
tions which govern the unbaly bere?
The restrawnts of education, of human
laws, of civilized society, and the par-
ual donumon of conscience and good’
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fecling—~the few fragments iemwnmg of
our pnmitive image—do much to check
their more violent outbreaking. Yet
how inuch do they influence the under
current of lifo even in the best regulat-
ed communities amongst us; and how
often do they burst forth in fearful cx-
plosions, desolating the peace of fami-
lies and leaguing kingdome :n hostile
array against cach other, Let them
be restrained, and repressed, and dis-
gused as they will, they are the ruling
wenants  of every unrenewed heart;
their seed is planted, and their roots
arefirinly fixed there: “We oursclves,”
says the apostle, painting man's natural
condition, ¢ We ourselves alse were
sometime foolish, disobedient, serving
divers Justs and passions, Liateful, and
hating onc another.”

As bell is the region of sin, s0 alse
i1t of 11s necessary concomitants, mis-
ery, remorse, torment, despair. But
are thege confined to that region? What
mean those fearful struggles between
inclination and conscience; those visita-
tions of rewmorse cousequent on crim-
inal cxcesses; those galling wounds
intheted by the consciousness of il do-
sert and of the contempt of the good;
that dread of futurity—those forcbod-
ings of a oming judgment—which so
often porson the enjoyments and throw
a pall over the path of the most pros-
perously wicked? These are just anti-
cipations of the future hell wlich awaits
them; partiel, yet sure intimations of’
the connexion between st and suffer-
ing, and of the inherent tendency of sin
to work out its own pumshment in the
misery of wluch it 1s productne. And
were 1t not for the diversious which the
world atfords to drown reflection and
silence sclf-reproacn; for the mixed
state of things winch now existe; for
tiie dispensation of mercy and forbear-
auce under which we live; were 1t nots
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in one word,for the many counteracting
circumstances which prevent the ten-
dencies of sin from npemng mto
their full and bitter fruits—even kere the
1ot of the wicked would be intolerable;
and all amongst. us in whom sin is the
reigning tyrant, would be forced from
bitter experience to acknowledge that
it was the dominion of suffering, and
sorrow, aml vexation of spint. Asit
12, every uct of present sin 1s an addi-
tinn to the store of future misery: eve-
ry iastance of wilful disobedience to
God is receding a step farther from
Him the true centre of happiness,  Itis
astrengthening of the barrier of sepa-
ration; and by weakening the scnse of
morsl obligzation, scars the conscience,
confirming the dominion of evil lusts,
and banishing the last remnants of ex-
piring virtue and holiness, urmes us for-
ward to that ultimate point of depravity
which causes the Spint of God to take
his final departure from us,and consum-
mates our alliance with the tenants of
hell.  And when we sec somany around
us who sin with a ligh hand and un-
blushing brow; so many whom no ob-
stacles can arrest, no mcans subdue,
whom neither the ministry of the word,
nor the dispensations of Providence,
nor the strivings of the Spirit, nor the
remonstrances of their own conscicnces,
have been able to arouse~who, on the
contrary have, like the ground often
trodden, becoine more and mnore harden-
ed, till the truths which could once awe
even them, are now profancly despised—
have we not before us m them living
examples of hell not wmerely begun an
earth, but of fearful progress tuwards
tte consummation! Of all who arc in
tins melancholy hopeless state, we may
eay with the apostle that they  are
¢ nigh unto cursing.”

To be conunue .
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MISSIONARY AND ECCLESILAS-
TICAL INTELLIGENCE.

Tur DasTrruTiox or MINISTERS IN Tus.

UNtTED STATES.

The following melancholy picture ol
the effects of the present commercial
difficulties npon the funds of the AMEk-
ican Home Missionany Socuity,” und
consequently on the comfort of the mn-
isters and missionaries depending upot:
them, is given in a late number of the
New York Observer. The object of
this Society is to assist small congre-
gations throughout the United State-
m maintaining their ministers. Then
are at present ypwards of 500 minister.
and missionarics to whom it grants pe-
cuniary aid:~—

The Committee have been compelle:
to notify the Missionaries of the exising
cmbarrassments, and to request them o
withkold thar drafis on the treasury 1o
the present, and pledging our effurts £y
their payment at the carhest practicabk
moment.  In taking this step, the Com-
mittee had no allernative.  'f'o suffer the
drafls to come m when the meansof mees
ing them were wanting, would be to adit
1o the hitterness of dxs:\l\po‘mm\cm the
dishonour of @ protest  The letter <o
veyving thix decision has now, probahly,
reached every corner of the land, and
Emducmg it athicung though unavoida-

le resulis 1 many a worthy famly oi
the selt'denying ministry of our feeh!
and frontier churches. Sotee of thew
have written :n reply, detailing the cm-

20Of the miscinnanies and agzents employed
the Society , inclhbug ~eventeen m Fraoee, 5i-
were i eoyamissiott at the cutnsuencement of the
ycar, a large proportion of whom have been re
appointed and e still i the service ot the sade-
1y, and 252 appamtivents have been made, wnk
shg the w hole uumber duded withun the year, in-
etuding tsent -four 1n France, under the eare ot
the Faangeheal Socieues of Pans and Geneva,
“10, wlirh s anoanriease WUty -cight laborci ~
heyaud the number employed during the previons
year, Of those. o0 are setuesd s pastors, or ¢nt-
i-lu\rvl ax stated supphe<an single congregation
and 191 extend their labors, cither as pastors el
staredl supplies. tn tan or three congregaiion
eacl, and twenty -faur, including agents, are cm-
ploy ed on larger fields,

‘The reeeiptz dunng the vear, ineleding 2 bal
ance of DILGH IS0 the treasury tromn the pie
venus vear, were P IS 91 ‘Vhie balance 1
naunng i the tecasury 1 DL 02



-
MISSIONARY AND ECCLESIASTICAL INTELLIGEXCE,

barrassment and sutfering to which they
are subjected, by ourmability 1o meetthen
arders. Could these casex be spread out
before the Christians of this country, in
all the particulars of domestic privation,
and the eurtmbnent of mmistenial usetul-
ness, they would draw tears from the
eves, and, we cannut but think, would
draw relief from the hands, that now
withhold the needful ptance.

And now, what shall be done? We
wish the churches distinetly to understand
thal THE MISSIONARIES ARE SUFFERING. R
s pot a mere curtailment of the opera-
tons of the Society, which resalts from
ihe want of funds ; not simply the neces-
sty of declining to send our new nussion-
artes ; It the actuil distress of thoese at-
ready in the ficld. Chnstians, your a-
gents, your brethren, seny out to du your
work, commissioned on the faith ot your
support, are o want; their wives and
then bile ones are sufferinz a privation
of fond and rayment  Saysonein a recent
letter 1o the Corresponding Secretary :

¢ 1 had counted on tie amount due tn
me to meet some engagements; but for
these the Lord wall provide. 1 am wil-
hng o bive pour, and have 10 do, whether
Lam wilhng ornot.  Alihis e I have
nat a potatue nor a mouthfulof meat inthe
house, nor means to buy st wah ; but the
Lurd will provide tor us.”

Another Missionary who had made a
small drail on the Society. apologises for
it as follows : ‘1 rcccwc&your curcuiar on
the 21t June,and am sorry to say that my
draftonyou had previously been paidaway
I had no cow, and scarcely any bread for
my family, and the distress under which
wur country groans, is so severely felt in
this regin, that my people were unable
1o a<sist me in any manner  Ihave re-
ceived from thew only to the amount of
ight dollars 1n the last five months,”

Throughthe prevailing pressure in most
instances, the peaple aided by the AL I
M. S.are unable to meet theirengagemenis
tu thar mmsters, and the latter, have
heen led to contract debis for the neeessa-
ries of life. hoping for better times, and
supposing thatat feast their missionary ap-
propriaton would be forthcommg when
dur The trials of feelimg which they
<uffer in view of the apprehended dishon-
or to the cause of rehigion, should they no?
e able to pay these debts, are wore pain-
fulthan even the privatign of bread. One
wriles*“it was withdeepsorrow that Lheard
of the embarrassed sitnation of the AL H
M S, and your desire that I should defer
my order for moncy. I have been com-
ordled 10 run in debt for several necessary
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articles, and 1 was just on the pont of
making out my draft when the letter came
to hand. Dear «ir, what zhall ¥ do? 1
amin debt, and thase debis will soon be
called tor. My sitwatton s trying.”

Anuother, who had disposed of his drafts
toa person whuis it a Christian, bwt one
“who prides hunself on punctuahty in
pecwisary matters, and narrowly watches
professarsin this respect,” eXpresses sirung
solicitude that the amenntmay be pard lest
the honor of religion should suffer.

Another whose order had been despatch-
cd two days betore recerwving the airealar
of the Zxecutive Committee * would not
have .t returned for half its value”

We mught muluply extracts gnving the
~same general view of the necessities ot
these men.  But these are sufficient to
pre<ent the question of duty to the reader
tielp iust be had, and that guickly. Some
ot the Missionaries hive mest nobly re-
linquisived the whole or a portion of thei
clatns on the Society ; but this can be
done but in tew anstances and 1 non-
stance can it be done except wirth the pros.
pectol great privation.  And while they
are thus setung the exanple of self-denral
and hberalny, shall it not be followed by
the churches 2 We entreat the disciples
ot a Saviour, who lived in sclf-denial, and
thed amid suficring and scom for our
sikes, not tu shut up his bowels of com-
passion from his ministers—his faithful
laborers, whom he has pronounced ‘“ wor-
thy ot theur hire.”

By order of the Executive Com. of the
A ML M. S,

We hear much in certain quarters of
the efficacy of the voluntury principle
to supply a country with rehgious m-
struction, and reference 1s often made
to the United States as a noble exam-
plification of its complete success. So
persuaded are the peopie of the Umited
States of its efficacy, that mumsters
would not dare mn that country te
wlisper a doubt that it is not the best
mode of providing for the numstry, al-
though the nost painful evidences of its
wsuflicziency ,aud of thesad and numerous
evils incident toit, arc constantly ob-
truding themselves on their experi-
ence. Of late many in Britain,deluded
by the representations thet are made
respecting the manner in which religion



193

is supported in America, have imbibed
their notions, and are secking to level
the religiona establishments existing
there, that the full blessedness of A-
wmerican institutions and principles may
be introduced among them! Should
they ever succeed in their insane pro-
jeet, it may safely be predicted, that
they, or their posterity, will find the
lessons of experience very bitter, The
preceding statement clearly shews how
injurious it must prove to leave the re-
ligious instruction of & country exclu-
sively to the precarious donatious of
private liberality ;~-observe we say ca-
clusively, for it is perhaps impossible to
provide by legal endowment entircly for
the spriritual wants of a whole commu-
pity; and it would not be desirable, if
were possible, to remove those objects
on whioh private hiberality inay be suit-
ably expended, and for which it may be
competent. But by casting rcligion on
private liberality alone for maintenance,
it is exposed to all the fluctuations of
commerce and manufacture; mntimes of
pecuniary embarassment its resources
are dried up; and services which ought
never to know any remission must be
retarded or whelly discontinued. Min-
isters in these circumstances will al-
ways be eminently the sufferers. The
burden will fall directly, and without
any mitigation upon them. For in a
country, like the United States, the
most liberal classes, are probably the
merchants in the great citics; butis it
to bp thought, that such persons will
continue their liberality in seasons of
commereial distress, such as those
under the pressure of which they
at present suffer? Nay, will not all
classes very naturally conclude that
the voluntary donation for the support
of religion is a thing that may very
properly stand over until they can bet-
ter afford it, that is, until the sum can
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be spared without any diminution of
their own conveniences 7 Individuals
of such very decidod Christian princi-
ple may be found, who will continue to
give cven when giving is a sacrifice;
but experience has always proved that
the majority will act differently; and
hence in every season of embarrassment,
muisters dependmg on the voluntary
puinciple, will be the first to feel thewr
resources fail. And if it should
happen that the support given to winis-
ters, even in the most prosperous times
and when fully paid, is barely sufficient,
it is obvious, that in times of great
mercantile stagnation, such as the pre-
sent, they will soon be plunged into
absolute penury and want. Were they
only sharers in the general distress, and
in the common degree, they would yot
be objects of apy particular commisera.-
tion. But it is worse with them than
this. All other classes of men may
accumulate, and in this country they
gewerally do so. Ministers, however,
have mot the power—they bave little
share in the gemeral prosperity of
their people—and when adversity comes,
it affects them, not merely with a dimi-
nution of customary gains, but with
an abstraction of the very means of
subsistence. This 15 more than a hard-
ship——itis a positive injustico; and so
long asit is permitted 1o continue in
the chureh, it will wither her strength
and retard her progress. But it is a
vice essentially inherent in the volun-
tary system according to the formin
winch it 1s usually set out by its narrow-
minded advocates. Forsupposing that
the principles of a people were sta-
ble enough to afford any good basis for
the system, the means at their disposal
are not, on every emergence, adequate
tothe end. ¢ Viewing it in this light.
we entertain little doubt, that as the
generel course of civilization 18 to sys
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tematize what is irregular, and to re-
duce to certainty what is accidental, so,
with respect to the maiatainance of a
a clerey, the method of cndowment
will be found, in the long run, prefera-
ble to the voluntary principle.”* Were
the various communities in the United
States disposed thus “to follow the
general course of civilization”—they
would adopt some system by which
such afflicting appcalsas that coutained
m the preceding statement would be
rendered unnccessary. If they do not
choose to call upon the state to endow
their churches—let them do it them-
selves upon the voluntary principle; let
it constitute part of their system to,
accumulate funds for securing the per-'
petuity of their religious institutions, as
well as to lay by for the purpose of
guarding them against occasional em-
barrassments. Noris there any danger
that their Christian liberality should ev-
er be left’without an object, so long as
the tide of emigration is rolling annual-
ly tens of thousands upon their shores,
and surrounding nations are immersed
in heathen darknese.

It becomes the members of our nwn
chureh in Qanada to ponder these facts
and principles well. fstablishment
with exclusive priviledges in this couns
try, it would be unwise and vain to scekl
after. Itis not at all adapted to our
meridian, nor to the state of society in
this province. Buttoseek after endow-
ments s both wise and necessary, and
the sooner the system is commenced of
building them up for every congrega-
tion in the Province, the better. It is
no injustice to auy onc that Presbyte-
rians should consecrate a portion of
their own wealth to support and to per-
petuate that religious system which

A very remsrkable and candid admission
made by nn able advocate of the voluntary sy2-
iem,  See Westminster Review, Oct. 1936
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they believe most agreeableto the word
of God. Nuy—if thig their belief be
sincerey they are bound in conssience
so to do. Andif they may devote their
own substance in perpetuity for this
object, no candid mind will blame them
for secking to obtuu: from the Sove-
reign’s bounty, or from the legislature,
whatever assistance may be necessary
towards this same object. We may
the roore earnestly make applioation for
such assistonce without any auspicion
of personal avarice; for any endow-
ment of land, the only kind that can be
expected, will not materially rehieve the
burdens of our people during the present
geueration,

We would appeal to ever candid and
enlightened perscn, whether or not,such
a state of things as that depicted above,
is not likely to have a very injurious in-
fluence on the minds of Christian
ministers, and on the church itself.
What distraction of thought must they
labour under in their sacred calling on
acconnt of themselves, and their fami-
lies! How strongly tempted must they
be to turn away from a service which
denies them even bread! And how
strongly must it operate against those
exertions which the church is constant-
ly making to induce young men to en-
ter upon a course of preparation for
the sacred ministry! Young men of
the highest religious principle, who
may desire “to testify the gospel of the
grice of God,” will naturally and prop-
erly forecast the probabihtics of suc-
cess and usefulness should they enter
upon that work—and it will be difficult
to convince them, if after a protracted
and expensive preparation, they have
notlung to expect but the hardships of
penury when they have actually-enter-
ed upon it, that they can be very
successful in circumstances so unfavor-
able. We refuse to be ranked.smong
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those who would offer the tempting bait
of worldly gain to induce young men to
enter into the ministerial service of the
church, It is mournfulto behold the
leprosy of avarice on those who stand
at the altar of God. But we wish to
see them raised above unholy distrac-
tions; disentangled from all secular
affairs, that they may be free to devote
their whole time and mental power in
promoting the spiritual interests of their
flock; and always able to purchase,
without any undue abstraction from the
proper demands of their houschold,
those helps whicl: books and other means
may afford, to enable themto kecp pace
with the improvement and hterature of
the sge.

Voluntaryisin, as 1t exists in the Unit-
ed States, without any system of ac-
cumulating endowment, does not we
are persuaded, provide these means. Its
irreguiar operation is felt and deplored
by many of thedistinguished Christians
in that country. The ministry is uned-
ucated; its ranks are not adequately
supplied; great numbers are drawn
away from the duties of the pastoral of-
fice to secular employments; some are
compelled to abandon their duties en-
tirely and very wmany, who persevere
in them, are obliged to utter such hu-
miliating complaints as are contained in
the above appeal to the sympatines of
the Christian public.

While we have confidence that God
will provide for the mamntenance and
extension of the Saviour’s Kingdom,
let us not forget the lessons that lus-
tory and experience teach us; that this
has ordinarily been accomplished in the
course of His providence, by securing
for the church not merely the voluntary
donationg of the living Christian,
but the accumulated endowments of
Christinns  departed, who have thus
left their memorial behind them.

MISSIONARY AND RCCLESIASTICAL INTELLIGHNCE,

EDINBURGH GAELIC SCHOOL SOCIETY.

Tou the Fditor of the Christian Examiner

DMontreal, Sth July, 1837,

Sit—1 have forvarded to your addres»
a pareel of yeports recenned from the G-
hie School Socicdy of Edwburgh, and 1
request that you will have the govdaness o
insert their appeal. It s strange tha
this most excellent Society should hase
recerned assistance from the most distant
of the Briush posscssions—and yet the
British North American Colonies, where
so many natives of the Highlands of Scot-
land have settled, should have contributed
nothing to uts funds 1 am sure st has
not been from a want of will, but frum
w want of opportunaty.

Donations i md of its funds will be
thankfully received by the Honble. Peter
McGill ; John McPherson, Esq. ; Robest
Gillespic, Esq. ; J G. McKenzie, Esqg., and
D. P. Russ,Esq ofthiscity. I sicerely trust
that the Canadas will show liberality to-
wards this object.  'We have long receiv-
cd assistance from Bible, Missionary, and
other Societies, in our native country, and
when such anr appeal is made to us, is
to be unheard 7 I am certain not.  May
the Lord bless the efforts of this valuable
Sogicty, and may He open the hearts of
all my countrymento assist mn daffusing the
blessings of « religious educution theough-
out the Highlands of Scutland.

I am, &e.
J. O.

OF THE LEDINBLRGH GAELIC
SCHOOL SOUIETY.

‘The Committee of the G rue Scroor
SocwrTy perceiving that the present state
of its funds_and the defitlcation for some
years past, of ds ordimary income, do
niust seriously threaten the very existence
of the Socicty, feel it to be their duty to
make to the public, and especially 1o those
friends who have mantesied a deepinter
est in its operations, an appeal in behall
of an institution upon \vhic{n, it is univer-
sally acknowledged, the blessing of God
has signally rested

The salanes o teachers, and other obl
gations due inthe course of this nonih of
Nuvember, amount 1o neurly £14¢09 5 to

THL  APPEAL
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meet which large deht, the Committee are
nut at present possessedof more than £250
of funds. ‘T'hey have no fear whatever,
that the public will allow the loss frum
1lus deficiency to fal), cither on the excel-
lent Chrishan men, whe have, as wstru-
saents, been zcahnul{ planting the gospel
seed in the hearts of the senuestered Yllgh-
tanders, or on the commiee, who, asal-
moners of the public bounty, have been
direcuing 1t into a channel which hasso
largely conduced to the moral naprove-
ment of the country  But the Comunttec
teel relief to that extent merely, would not
be atall commensurate with the require-
ments of the case. ‘The question 1s, shall
the Gaelic Schouls be allowed tu go down 2
Seminaries, which have been disinguish-
ed by those who know them best, asthe
schools of Chrnist—those candles of the
Lurd which have been blessed as the spe-
cial instruments of reviving rehigion in
many benighted portions of the Highlands,
and which, to human vi~w, cannot be ex-
unguished, without ¢ternat damage to the
population of many a glen, where they
are now 2lmost the only hghls that can
penetrate the darkness,and which are hail-
ed by many a fakthful pastor, as his most
efficient auxiliary in distriets beyond the
reach of his superintending care,~shall
these schools godown ?

The Committee can assure the public
this ¢mbarrassment has arisen from no
wmproper or extravagant expendsture on
tbeir part.  They did, in consequence of
he General Assembly’s Schools absorbing
the most of the congregational collecuions,
-educe, though reluctantly, the number of
schools trom 83 16595, as stated in last Re-
poet; and they have now, 1n token of their
~ubmission to the urgency of their cirenine
stances, given up other five schools, reduc-
ng the establishment to 50. But while
tbey do so, and deeply lament over the ne-
cessity of doing so,they cannot bring them-
selves to believe that !{10 public has defbe-
rutely said, * Let the Gaclic Schools go
down-—we prize them not.” They be-
lieve that this state of things, distressing
as it must be to every Scotsman who Joves
his country and his countrymen-—and still
wore to every Christian Scotsman who
rels 2 responsibility for the soul of his
brather—has, \n a great measure, atisen
trom the quietness of the Sociely’s apera-
tions an the midstof those loud and fie-
yuent calls on the benalf of other ubjects,
—objects of deep interest, no doub, but
which thewr promulers never could have
devired 1o operate wihe eximction of such
2avoure institunon 2s the Gaciie School
Seaety e s

4]
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The Committec have the <atisfaction to
state that in so far as they can judge they
have reason to behieve cach individual ot
the 50 Teachers retained by them, to be a
pious Christian man 3 and each persor in-
to whose hands this circular may come
has to consider and determme asin the
sight of God,whether he will by withhold-
inga litle -«:cuni.’u?' supputt, gave s suf
frage that this machinery, working by 50
pous and zealous ‘T'eachers among a pour
and ignorant, but most interesting portion
of our countrymen shall be for ever des-
troved. + &

There are in Canada, many natives of
the Hugllands of Scotland, who have ac-
quired sumcthing abnost entitled to the
name of wealth, and yet chenish an una-
bated affection for the land of the moun-
tain and flood, the land of their sires.  Wee
doubt not that the preceding statement wall
move their hberality, and that some of s
substantal fruits wall be wransmitted to
the Cemmmittec of the Guclie School Socie-
ty, 10 mingle with the offerings recerved
from their countrymen in other elinies —
But why, we would ask, is the muntam-
ance of these schools cast upon pubhe
charity 7 Can the educition of any class
of the people be mater of mdifference re
an enligltened Government 7 If the pov-
erty of the Exchequer be the plea, surcly
some keei-eyed ceononust mught find a
quarter where retrenchnient might be made,
witlnut entading ignoraice wd barbany
on the rsing generauon  Could our voree
reach him from this wilderness, we would
venture 0 wlisper in the stateman'’s car
that no ohject is more worthy of hus cave
than the moral and religious education of
the people, that as a mere question of fi-
nance, it s cheaper far to govern them by
eulightemng them, than to resirain amdl
leep them w order by militany force, and
expensive tribunals, and penmitenuaries and
pusons.  We will not cease to hope and
pray that such views of policy may ever
prevail under the ragn of our young
Quern, whose aceession 1o the throne 1s
this day, wnd e this remuote part of the
empare, haded vith juy fid acelunations by
fier Canudian sulgeets Let the wnple
resourees of Britam be Iratimately .
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ployed for herown intelleetual and religious
cujuvation, that the large beneficence of
her people, being relieved, as far as may
be from every internal burden, may be
more effectually directed to the evangeliza-
tion of the world, more especially those
parts of it which have a direct claim upor
them, the destitute Colonics of the Em-
pire, and the extended territories i the
East, subject to the British Crown. Let
the state make this worthy application of
her resources.  Let the people thus prac-
tice a heavenly chanty.

Synop or Nova Scoti—At New
Glasgow, the 16th of November, 1836, was
held a pro re nata meeung of the Synod
of Nova Scotia, in connexion with the
Church of Scotland.

The Moderator stated to the Synod,
that this meeting had been summoned, in
order 1o veceive the report of Mr. Martin,
who had been appointed in 1835, as their
agent, 1o represent them, and advance the
interests of the Colonial Church, under
their superindence, with their brethren and
friends in Britain.

The Synod cordially approved of the
Moderator’s conduct in calling this meet-
ing ; and Mr Martin, having been request-
ed to furnish the Court with an anccount of
tis mussion to the mother country, laid up-
on the table a letter from the Rev. Dr.
Burns of Paisley, testifying, in strong lan-
guage, to his indefatigable zeal and fideli-
ty, as agent for the Syned, winle in Scor-
land. He produced overtures in favour of
the North American Colomal Churet, from
the Presbyteries of Aberdecn, Dunoon,
Hanubkon, Stirhing and Perth, and from the
Synod of Aberdecn, the Synod of Perth
and Stirling, and the Synod of Glasgow
aod Ayr, to the last Generad Assembly.

He presented also to the Synod, the
ninth Reportof the Giasgow Colonal So-
ciety, contasning  an, account of the pro-
ceedings of that institution for the past
year. the annual report of the General
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Assembly’s Committecon Colonial Church-
¢s, strongly wrging the claims of our
ministers and people upon the parent
Church, and along with the documents,
the Act of the last General Assembly,
carnestly recommending collections once
in every year for the Church Extension
Scheme, for the Colonial Churches, for the
Highland Schools, and for the Indin Mis-
sion. He informed them, that & donation
of four hundred bibles and testaments, in
English and Gaelic, had been made to him,
fiom the Edinburgh Bible Socicty, and that
rehgious tracts to the amount of £35 ster-
ling had been given him by the London
Traet Society, both of these donations,
with the intention of forming a depusitary
at Halifax, and for the usc of the Synod;
and he closed s report by reading his
journal, kept during the period of his re-
sidence in Britain, minutely detailing his
missionary travels and labours in that
country, and the assistance and encourage-
ment he had received from many private
friends and public bodics throughout the
land.  The Synod, on hearing such varied
and important intelligence, as has now
been submitted to them, find it difficult to
express, in adequatc language, the high
sense they entertain of Mr. Martun's dis-
interested zeal in undertaking this mission,
as well as of the prudence and fidelity with
which he has discharged the duties thereof.
They consider themselves warranted to
regard the simultancous movement of so
many vencrable and respectable bodics in
their favour as an omen of good, not only
to themselves individually, but more espe-
cially 10 that porion of the Colonl
Church with which they are connccted
Accustomed, as they have been, to cxpect
much from the hberality and Chnsuan
zeal of the Glasgow Colomal Society, they
find even their fondest hopes exceeded by
the actual amount of goed already per-
formed by this excellent snstituuon.  The
generous and liberal policy recommended
by vanous Synods and Presbytenies, as
wdl as Ly the Colomal Committee of the
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General Assembly, while they afford grati-
fying evidence that their agent has been
unslumbering at his post, serve powerfully
to convince them that the parent Church
takes large und enlightened views of what
their necessities require, and is not back-
ward to do all that becomes her high cha-
racter towards sustaining, comforting, and
encouraging them under their privations
and ardous dutics.  They trust that such
a holy brotherhood of love is not cast away
upon them. They do fecl in no small
measnre sustained, comforted, and encou-
raged, in the performance of their arduous
mimstrations and missionary travels by
the assurance of support from such a pow-
crful and friendly auxiliary. They would,
wdeed, 1l deserve such signal testimomes
of kindness, 1f they did not fee! thereby
inclined to farther devotedness und perse-
verance in the solemn duties of thewr sacred
calling, and they desire humbly, yet fer-
vently, to bless Ahmighty God, who has
thus powerfully moved the hearts of thewr
brethren and kindred towards them.

They know that they can best cxpress
their senscof his many mercies—thatthey
can best requite the cheering kindness of
therr fathers and brethren in Scotland, by
tevderly feeding the sheep of Christ en-
trusted to their care, and by faithfully
mnistering, according to their abilitics and
opportunities, to those portions of the vine-
yard in this colony which are still desti-
tute of rehgious ordinances

The liberality of the Ladies’ Associa-
tion at Edinburgh in scrding out tlus sea-
son Mr James Fraser, an acceptable nus-
sionary to Ciape Breton, and of the Glas-
gow Colonial Socicty, in sending Mr.
John Ross as Minister to the Unued Con-
greantions of Shelburne and Yarmoutly,
and Mr Donald M:Connachie as Minster
to Lochaber and St. Mary’s, happily ena-
blesthe Synod now to enlarge the sphere
and the amount of their own missionary
labours  They joyfully pledge themselves
1o this pleasing duty, in the fond hope that
the period is not fac distant, when a suffi-
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cient supply of fellow-labourers will cna-
ble each of them to attend meore exclusive-
ty to his own flock, whilst numerous desti-
tute settlements around them on cvery side,
which «rc now anxiously looking to them
for religious instruction, shall be favoured
with the constant and acceptable muustra-
tion of enhightencd and pious pastors.

In conscquence of the information re-
ceived through their agent, and with o
view to keep up the friendly intercourse
with the parent church, which has now
been so happily cstablished, the Synod also
appointed a committce of their number, to
carry on a regular correspondence with
Principal M‘Farlane, the Convencr of the
General Assembly’s Colonial Committee,
and with other fricnds and Church Courts
in Scotland.

Tue PrespyTery ¢F QUEDLC mict at
Quebee, on the 12th June, preseut, Rev,
John Clugston and John Cook, and Johu
Strang, Esq. and Jamnes McKenzie, Esqy
Elders.

Mr. McAuay appeared at the bar of
the Presbytery, the Lbel agamnst um was
read in his presence , Mr. McAulay was
heard in hus defunce, and was requested to
give in written answers to the several char-
ges laid against him.  The Presbytery
adjourned ull the cvening, when written
answers werce given in by Mr. McAulay!
The Presbytery, deeply sensible of the
importance of this case to the great ter-
ests of the Church, wid 1o the individual
mmister libelled, su small @ nwaber of
members Leing present, aud bewng at the
same time unwilling to delay the decision
of the casc unnceessanly, apponted o
meeting to be held at Geurgetown, wunty
of Beauharnuis, on the 18ihi of July.

On the 18th of July the Presbytery met
at Georgetown, according 10 appointment
Present, Rev. John Clugstua, Moderator ;
Rev. Walter Roach, Rev. Jonn Taylor ,
Rev Jumes Anderson , Rev John Cook
Rev. J. C. Muwr; Rev. 'Thos. McPner.
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son ; Jolin Strange, Esq. of Quebee, R.
11. Norval, Esq. of Beaubarnois, and
tlugh Brodie, Esq of Montreal, Elders.
‘The libel agamst Mr McAulay was again
1ead, together with all furmer minutes, Jet-
ters, and necessary papers on this case.
Mr. McAnlay was heard in defence, after
which the Presbytery proceeded to judg-
ment on the charges brought against him
in the bbel.  When the following judg-
wment and deeision  was come to.—The
Presbytery having taken intv cousi’era-
tion the confession and acknowledgments:
of Mr McAulay, were unanimously of
opnion, that he is guilty of prevarication,
wilful falschood, and fruud, and deem it
unnecessary to proceed to the probation of
the bibel. It was nioved and agreed to,
without vote, That the said Mr McAulay
be forthw ith deposed from the office of the
floly Ministry, according to the laws of
the church of Scotland, and usages in such
cases; and that the Presbytery enjoin, that
this sentence be read by cvery mnuster
witlun the bounds, fiom the pulpit, after
divine service, on the first Lord’s duy after
notice received  Agamst this judgment
Mr McAulay protested and appealed to
the next meeting of Synod, and eraved
extracts.  The Preshytery appointed The
fRev. John Cook, The Rev James C. Muir,
and John Strang, Esq Elder, to defend
their judgment at the Synod.

The discussion of this important case
accupied the attention of the Presbytery il
1 o'elock in dhie cvening

W. R

THE PRLSDYTLRY ob HAMILTON.

An ordinary mecting of this Presbyte-
ry way hield at Hambon on the 12th ult,
After disposing of rovtime business, the
Presbytery recaved Mr Gale's report of
lus nussionary visit to the scttlements on
the Jower part of the Grand River.  Mr.
Gale stated that iy ohedience te the hjunc-
o of Preshytery, he had visited these
aettlements i the second weck of June,
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that he preached on  Sabbath, the 1th,
in the morning at York, to n consider-
able congregation; 1nr the afternoon, at
Cayuga, where only a small number at-
tended, inconsequence of an unfavourable
change in the state of the weather; that
he ulso preached on the Monday evening
at Caledonia, to a congregation of 60 or
70 persons.  Mr. Gale further stated whay
on all these occasions, he had explamed
the views of the Presbytery in regard to
the formation of mussionary associations,
urging their adoption on the people, and
that from the cordial reception these views
met with both in public and private, and
from the earnest deswres which many of
them with whom he conversed mamifested
to obtain the regulur ministration of gospel
ordmances, he entertams a good hope that
a decded effort will soon be made by
them. From Mr. Gale's representation it
appcared that the scttlements have made
rapid advances during the last two years,
1w population and in general prospenty ,
the improvements on the navigation of the
river having been almost completed,and scv-
cralncat and thriving villages naving sprung
up withn that period.  Sprritual improve-
ment however seems to lag sadly  behd.
On tle whole line of settlement from Calc-
doniato the mouth of the river, which is
about 30 mules 1n extent, 1t docs not appear
that there is any regular minister or stated
services on the Sabbath, nor are any of
the villages yet graced with a church
These wants cast a dreary shade overthe
scene, to the Christian’s cye, notwithstand-
ing its peculiar natural beauties, and the
many indications of temporal prosperity
which it eshibits. The Presbytery ap-
pointed Messrs. Stark, Gale, and Mcln-
tosh to preach 1n these settlements, at such
times as they may find it convenient, be-
fore the mecting of the Presbytery in Oc-
toher; the two first on week days, the lauer
or a Sabbath

The Preshytery also appownted Mr
Gardwer, of Fergus, to preach at Wool-
wich on the first Sabbath of Avgust.
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“The Moderator laid beforc the Presbytery
wcull from the Presbyterian inhabitants of
St. Thomas, Yarmouth, and Southwold,
wviting Mr. David Allan, preacher of the
zospel, to become thewr pastor, together
with aletter of acceptance from Mr Al
ian, and other documents, and the Mode-
rator stated that he had presided at the
aiving of the call, and that the whole
matter had been proceeded mm with regu-
lanty. The Presbytery sustained the
call and preseribed the usual pieces of
tnal to Mr. Allan, and resolved to meet at
St. Thomas on the fourth day of October
next, for further procedure in the mauer.
Mr. Ross of Aldborough was apposnted
to preach at St. Thomas on Sunday the
2ith Scptember, and to intimate to the
congregation the steps taken by the Pres-
bytery with respectto Mr. Allan, and their
pwpose to proceed to his ordination as
their pastor, according to the laws of the
church, provided no valid objection be of-
fered.

A petition was given in and read from
the Presbyterian inhabitants of Waodstock
and its vicomty, numerously signed, and
setting forth, *that the peutioners are hv-
mgin the total want of the valuable bles-
sing of the stated dispensation of the word
and ordmances of grace in the manner of
their fathers, and praying the Presbytery
to adopt such measures in regard to them
as may as far as possible supply their spir-
itual wams, and partcularly that they
may be constituted a congregation in con-
nection with this church.” The Modera-
tor made some interesting statements res-
peeting the condution of the pettioners, and
the Presbytery, after mature consideration
of the ease, appointed the Moderztor to
preach at Woodstock, and to confer with
the heads of famulies, in regular standing
with the church, in regard to the nomina-
ton of suitable persons 10 hold the office
of Elders among them, and to cause a cer-
tfiud list of the persons who may thus be
chosen, to be transmitted to the clerk of the
Presbytery. in order that therr trial and
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ordination may be procceded with. The
Presbytery futher recommended to the
Moderator to give us much of his atten-
tion and scrvices among the petitioners
as may be compatble with Ins other du-
ties, and  instructed the clerk to transmit
an extract of the muute of the Presbyte-
ry on this subject 1o Mr. Greig of Wood-
stock, to be communicated by lim to the
other petitioners, and to assure them of
the sympathy of the Presbytery with
them in their present spiritual destitution,
and of their co-operation {or its relief.

Petitions were given in and rcad from
the Presbyterians of London and sts vi-
cinity, and of the township of Wilhams,
m communion with this church, stating
that notwithstanding their carnest destres
and continued exertions they are yetwith-
out the regular ministrauons of a pastor
of their own church, acknowledging
their obligations to the Presbytery for the
occastonal supplies they have sent them,
and praying that a deputation of Presby-
tery may be authonized to dispense the
sacrament of the Lord's supper amongst
them. The Presbytery resolved to grant
the prayer of the peution, and ordered
that the necessary arrangements to this ef-
fect be made at the meeting to be held at
St. Thomas.

After some discussion the Presbytery
adopted the following overtureto the Syn-
od :—The Presbytery of Hanulton taking
into consideration the lamentable destitu-
tion in respect of a preached gospel under
which the inhabitants of Canada, and es-
pecially the Presbyterian pepulation, la-
bour, and the utter madequacy of the sup-
ply for such destitution, which has been
of late afforded by the parent church,
and the slight prospect of its immediate
increase, do respectfully overture the
Synod to send a delegation of one
or more 1ministers to Scotland, with the
view of awakening the church to the
pressing demand for mussionary labour-
ers in this colony, and of obtaiming 2



206

supply of them adequate 1o our neeessi-
ties.

T'he Presbytery had read various docu-
ments relating to the missionary eperations
within its bounds, and the clerk was in-
structed 10 draw up an account of the
same, and forward 1t to the Corresponding
Secretary

Auwong the routine business, we may
note the examunation of Mr. McColl, the
ijunction to sessions, to  give n at
the next meeting—complete rolls of the
ddirs constituting  them—together with

the formal returns required by the Synods.
A G

CHURCIE EXTENSION IN SCOTLAND.
Extracied from the report of Dr. Chalmers to the
General Assembiy, IS37.

The cause was only te be made known
to become trinmphant everywhere. The
Commttee felt assured thata public meet-
ing held in every parish would make
the whole of the ancient kingdum of Scot-
fand, m overpowering majurities, cume
forward fur the defence of the Church,and
the furtherance of the great ubject she was
nuw pursueing.  Theirswasacause which
wastoo firmly rooted in the principles and
sense of the Scotich commuanaty te be giv-
cn upan despair.  Itmight be shaken, but
it could not be overthrown  Dad they but
hnow where ats great stirength lay, they
would never be dismayed, euher by con-
troversy or the designs of s adversa-
rics, and amid all the uncertainties which
overhang the fluctnation of human poli-
cy, they might caleulate on victory at the
last, —the legatimate and moral victory of
publicopimonintheir favour. The Rev.
Doctor then proceeded to particulanize a
few instances uf effurts and sacrifice,which,
in the absence of aid from the Guvern-
ment, had been made for the crection of
new churches, under the Assembly’s Ex-
tension Scheme  The Duke of Buccleuch
had determined on providing an additiunal
place of worship at Dalkeith, at the mag-
nificent cost of £3000, and it might turn
out to be more.  In addition to this, his
Giace had demonstrated lus auachment to
the Church in  handsome donations 1o
varions new churches. Two of their
number had gone as a deputation to the
north, and had waited upon the Duke of
Richmand, who gave them the unportant
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assurance, not only of his general friend.
ship to their object, but Ins purpese to as.
certain and provide for the destitution ot
s own extensive parish. It was gratify-
g to receive the countenance of men
holding such language, but not mure grai-
itying than the receptwon wiuch, two days
before, the agents had experienced froma
bady of operatives in a large spinning milt
at Montrose It was agreed that they <hould
hold a meeting on the subject, and there
were no want of arguments, nor of men
able to maintain them, but the result was
the hearty congratelanons of all the peo-
plc, and many ot thei promised to give up
aday’s wage- tor the erection of :uhurv.]n
o themselves and their families. This
was one of the proofs that their church
had an amalgamating power over the
hearts of the many. Insiead of fierce con-
tention4u the arena of opposing rights and
opposing intereststhey shouldbehold those
urdersof an else discordant community,
which now stood at a distance from the
Church, appear united in the mest sacred
and cnduring works, pouring their con-
tributions into the cunmon treasury.—
There was onc instance of a common
hand-loom weaver, who wished his name
to be concealed, but who had given £100
tothe Church Exicnsion Fund, the hard-
won carmngs of past years. ‘The landed
prupnicturs of the pansh of Cambusne-
than had unanimously resolved to double
their snbsenptions for a new church 1n
that place. This was au important move-
ment, as it anght operate as an example,
and be fullowed up by other landed propri-
ctors  Mr. Dundas, of Arniston, in con-
junct n with the Marquis of Lotinan,had
alsoengaged to erecta new church in the
parish of Temple. and Lord Dundas had
resulved on the crectivn of a new church
at Grangemouth, which, on the maost mod-
erate statement of its extent, would at Icast
cost £1000 ; and farther, that his Lordship
had gencrousty resotved 1o superadd an
annual endowment of £80 to the same,
which, converted into a capital, would
make his total contribution amount to the
magnificent sum of £3000. The Chi>
holm, who was a Member of Parhament
fur Inverness-share, had nearly completed
a church on hisownproperty,which would
accommodate 1263 persons.  Mr. Tindal
Bruce had idvanced £3500 for a church m
the panish of Auchtermachty ; and Mr
W. Campbell, of Glasgow, had acted,
throughout the year,in giving twenty guin-
cas to cach of the new churches erecting
throuzhout the country. Such was the
the valuce entertained of s cx:un}-lc, that
it was right tu state, tha altegether, the
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offerings of this last gentleman in the
cause, ssncc the meeting of 1ast Assendbly,
amounted to £2000. The town of Ruth-
erglen had completed, at its own expense,
a manst to the minster ot the new parsh,
and large collectiuns had been made there
far Church Extension.  Mr. Wm Cullins
of Glasgow, atter holding a mecting 1n
Largs, went personally round amongst the
inhabitants, and that at a scason of the
year when the greater number of the vasm-
tants were ahsent, and with the influential
assistance of Mr. Dow, of Largs, rased
within its limits £632 for the Church Ex-
tension fund 1n the course of a few days,
and this after they had supplied therr own
wants  Mr. Collins next went to Green-
ock,where he realized £1000. Edinburgh,
from a small fraction of its whole extent,
raised nearly £2000, through the medium
of visitauons in several of the streets,
which gave an earnest of what might be
expected if local meeting were held in
every dastrict.  The thanks of the Com-
mittee were also duc to Mr. Maitland
Makgill, for his unwearied exertions and
services in favour of the cause.  Subscrnip-
tions had been raised in the 1en origwmal
panish churches in Glasgow for the cause ;
and the sum reahized from the hearers of
one church was £1,900  In these pansh-
esthe subseriptions were sull gomg on ;
and, i all, the amount atready recewed
was £8,467 10s.  The sum of L2000 had
been raised in Edinburgh,bv contributions
after public meetingsthrouch the medium
of houschold visitatiuns an several of the
streets  Batthe Presbytery of Hemilton
had made the greatest and most <uecesstul
efforts within itsbounds.  During the last
two or three years, twelve churches had
been erected within that Presbylery, s
previous numbers having been fourteen,
~0 that the number was nearly doubled
The town of Passley had fully doubled
the number of s churches within the
same period.
* * * » » L] »

“Thepeer and the peasant,the merchant
and the mechamc, stood side by wide, and
all gave, as the Lord prospered hein, m
the areat causc of fengthening the cords
and stiengthening the stakes of our be-
lived Zion  And let the rewult confirm
this—160 addiuonal Churches ! £160,000
ol inoney contnibuted, and additienal ae-
commodation provided for about 150 000
people.”
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EXTRACT TROM A LETTER OF THE REV. DR.
RURNS IN THE SCOTTISH GUARDIAN, JUNE
6Tn, 1837,

Drar Sir,—Allow me 1o introduce to
the notice of your numerous ieaders, a
hterary cunosity—the Niegara Maga-
une; yes, Sir, the Niagara religious
Magazine  Indeed, the cupy betore me
seemns to have been bespangled with the
\rray of that stupendous waterfall, and
this just makes it the more pacturesque It
15 amost respectable specimen of the The-
ology, and the typography, and the paper
manutacture ot our thnving Canadian
Settlements ; for vceu must know that n is
all ot pauve growth —The paper a little
velow indeed, but this will soon be reme-
died, by the arrival at Niagara of’ a large
shipment of the same beaunful, large,and
well-made article which gives weekly
currency to that most unpretending, but
most valuable of all our penodicals—
* The Scottish Christian Herald” 'The
title of the work is—“ The Canadian
Christian Examiner, and Presbyterian
Review” Itisnot * the orzan"—proper-
ly s{;caking-of any Church or ecclesias-
hical judicatory; but it is the vehicle
through which a large number of puous
and enlightencd m misters of our Church,
in Canada, intend to convey, monthly, a
portion of reliions instruction and intel-
hgence 1o their triends and fellow-coun-
trymen in the Western Colonies.

L] . * * - * - *

This last matter (Synod Library) I would
wish to press un theparticular avtention of
mmmsters and laymen in Scotland, who
may be in possession of many bouks which
they mught casily spare  In the prospect
—it may not be very remote—of a Theo-
logical Instituticn for educaning young
men, natives of the colonies, for the work
of the mipistry there, it is recommended
that mcans <hould, in the meanume, be
used for collecting a library of Theologi-
cal and general literature for s nse, and
for the benefit of the Synad at large. The
friends of Theolugical literamire are so-
hevied 10 make presents of bouks 10 1his
mteresting objeet ; and reference i« made
10 the vainable hbrary now established at
Pittsburg, U 8§ for the use of the “West-
ern Theolomeal Academy” of the Pres-
bytenan Chureh mthe States The min-
ister who vicited that nsine <emmary
sates, that he saw with great anterest, on
many of the hooks in that library, the
names of not a few fahers and brethrenof
the Churceh of Scotland, whom ke knew
and esteemned, and who had cnriched this
hbrary with presents from their private
colicclions. ’{‘V‘.‘ll do 1 recotlecithe visit
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of Mr. Campbell of Piwsburgh to this
country, and 1 for one had great pleasure
in giving him some dozen or two of vol-
umes, my only regret being that I could
not part with more at the tune.  Our ex-
cellent friends, Mr. Bryce, No. 20, Buch-
anan Street, Glasgow, and Mr. Johnston,
2, Hunter Square, Edinburgh, will be most
happﬁ to take charge of any books that
may be seut them ; and a mercantile gen-
tleman, who returns to Kingston, Upper
Canada, inthe beginming of August, un-
dertakes to forward them rrre. I know
aclerical friend who has already promis-
ed meone hundred volumes; and [ notice
his example for the encouragement of oth-
ers.  Lmay also add, that books of any
kind that arelikely to be usetul to the Col-
onists in their remote and unprovided
Settlements, together wath tracts, pam-
phiets, odd numbers of Magazines, Cate-
chisms, &c., will be hizhly valued (if «ent
as above,) and they will beduly forwarded
to the various Settlements.

It may be gratifving tv vur brethren in
Canada 1o be informed, that the loss of
the ten libraries, and of the larze supply
of tracts frcm the London Society, by the
shipwreck of the Jona, has been promptly
replaced, at the charge of the London and
Glasgow Societies, and that these ship-
ments will, we hope, soon reach their ap-
pointed destination. 1 am also mstructed
to say, that the London Tract and Book
Society are ready at any time, and on an-
plication from any quarter of the Colo-
nies, to grant similar donations on similar
terms. Need Iadd, that the Glasgow Co-
lonial Society and Assembly's Culomal
Committee will most cheerfully go along
with them in helping on anobject so truly
Christian.

May I request of my clencal bretbren
to scnd me a manuseript sermon, or lec-
ture, or essay, or biographical sketch, or
review of a book, or, in short, anything
that may cnrich and chenish this nising
periodical. Let them be so hind as ap-
pend their names, as in the case of the
Christian Herald - and I canassurc them
that theircommunications will be devour-
ed most greedily by the “Backwendunen.”
and willtend tomake up in sowe degree fur
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Whan an honor to Scutland and to Scot-
land’s Church, to be permitted fo stamp
the seal of Christianity on an infant em-
pire !’ = ow a

ELIJAN'S INTERVIEW.
BY CAMPBELL.
On Horeb's rock the prophet stood—
The Lord before him pass'd;
A hurricane in angry mood
Swept by him strong and fast;
The forest fell before its force,
‘The rocks were shivered in its course;
God was not in the blast.
"Twas but the whirlwind of IIis breath,
Announcing danger, wreck and death
It ceased.  The air grew mute—a cloud
Came muffling up the sun,
When through the mountuins deep and
loud
An carthquake thundered on;
The frighted eagle sprang in aur,
The wolf ran howhng from hus lair;
God was not m the storm.
"T'was but the rolling of his car,
The trampling of lus steeds from fur.
"Twas still again—and nature stood
And calmed her rufited frame,
When swift from Heaven a fiery flood
To carth devouring came.
Down to the depth the occan fled,
The sickening sun looked wan and dead,
Yet God filled not the flame.
"Twas but the terror of Ius eye
That lighten'd through the troubled sky.
Atlast a voice, all sull and small,
Rose sweetly on the car;
Yt rose so shrill and clear, that all
In heaven and carth might hear
It spoke of peace, 1t spoke of love;
It spoke as angels speak above;
And God himself was there.
For ohi' it was a Fatlier's vosce,

the want of regular pastoral instruction. That bude the tremibling curth rejoice.

ERRATA IN T JULY NO.
P. I29, Ist col. line 21—fur communion, read connexion.
P. 130, Ist col. line 17—for auendings, read allendance.
Do. 2d col. line 28—for kLis oracles, read 2he oracles of God.
Do. 2d col. line 35—for purposes, read prepares.
P. 132, Ist col. Jine 25—for lemity, read aruy.
P. 133, 2d col. line I—for principles, read privileges.
P. 136, Ist col. line 38— fur presemt, reud purest,
Do. 2d col. line 8—for wrning, read winning.



