Techiucal and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original
copy available for tilming. Features of this copy which
may be bibliographically unique, which may alter any
of the images in the reproduction, or which may
significantly change the usual method of filming, are
checked below.

Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged/
Couverture endommagée

Covers restorec and/or laminated/
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover utle missing/
Le titre de couverture manque

[ ] Coloured maps/
Caites géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black}/
Encre de couleur {1.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or sllustrations/
Planches et/ou ilfustrations en couleur

Bound with other material/
Relie avec d'autres documents

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin/

La relwure serrée peut causer de I'ombre ou de 12
distorsion le long de la marge intérieure

NEN

Blank leaves added during restoration may appear
within the text. Whenever possible, these have
been omitted from filming/

Il se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutées
lors d'une restauration apparaissent dans le texte,
mais, lorsque cela était pessible. ces pages n‘ont
pas eté filmees.

{ | Additional comments:/

i .
——_i Commentaires supplementaires:

This itern 1s filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/
Ce document est himé au taux de réduction indiqué ci-dessous.

10X 14X 18X

L’Institut a microfiimé le meilleur exemplatre qu‘il

lui a été possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet
exemplaire qui sont peut-étre uniques du point de vue
bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier une image
reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une modification
dans la méthode normale de filmage sont indiqués
ci-dessous.

Coloured pages/
Pages de couleur

Pages damaged/
Pages endommagees

Pages restored and/or laminated/
Pages restaurées et/ou pellicuiées

\/ Pages discoloured. stained or foxed/

Pages décolarées, tachetéas ou piquées

Payes detached/
Pages detacheées

Showthrough/
174 Transparence

Quality of print varies/
v Quatite inégale de I'impression

| Continuous pagination/

AN

Pagination continue

Includes index{es)/

Comprend un (des) index

Title on header taken from:/
Le titre de I'en-téte provient:

Title page of issue/
Page de titre de la livraison

Capuon of 1ssue/
Titre de départ de 1a hivraison

Masthead/
Génénique (périodiques) de fa Livraison

" Lo " i

12X 16X




THE PRESBYTERIAN.

SEPTEMBER, 1864.

THOSE of our readers, and we believe l to his friends when his departure becomes
they are many, who take an interest in the | the occasion of a suitable provision for it.
affairs of our University, will be gratified at 1 It is in strictest keeping with the sentiment
the apnouncement made below of a proposal ‘ which prompts us to commemorate the lives
to endow a memorial professorship in the | of the good, that we receive a fresh impulse
Theological Faculty us a tribute to the ‘ by their death to extend and complete the
personal worth, extensive attainments, and | beneficial undertakings to which they ap-
zealous labours of the late Principal. Dr. ! plied their busy hands.

Leitch is acknowledged to have sacrificed | At present the professional staff of the
much and toiled arduously in behalf of | Theological Faculty consists of the Princi-
Queen’s University. While caring inces- | pal, who, in addition to his numerous duties
santly for all the departments of the Insti- | ¢ as chief executive officer,” acts as Prima-
tution, he was particularly devoted to the | rius Professor of Divinity, teaching two
business of his own classroom. His stud- | hours a day, and the Professor of Oriental
ents speak with enthusiastic gratitude of the | Languages, Biblical Criticism, and Church
value of his prelections and of the fatherly | IHistory., who teaches five hours a day.
interest he took in them as aspirants to the | Each of the following reasons is very strong,
office of the ministry. His mode of super- and the whole combined irresistibly con-
intending their preparations for the solemn | clusive, in favour of an immediate addition
work of caring for souls wassomewhat novel, | to these two. of at least onc other professor;
but eminently practical. and there is no | (1) Five hours’ teaching, especially when

|

|

doubt, as we have heard several of them | the work of preparation is taken into account,
rercark, that had his life been spared his 1 and it is considered that the teacher has his
course when fully matured would have been ; share of the busiuess transacted at Faculty
most interesting and useful. A substantial . meetings und examinations, is about twice as
tribute to the memory of such 2 man. 1w be : much as shauld be expected of any single
connected in some way with the scenc of professor.  (2) Each of the subjects last
his latest efforts, occurs very naturally to . indicated is in the Scottish Universities,
his friends in Scotland and in this country ~ which are by no means regarded as being
as a proper object for cooperation. and it 1s  too fully cquipped. a separate department
suggested, very happily we think. that it having a Professor of its own. (3) The
should consist of a theological professorship. ~ crection of a new chair, say of Church His-
No more appropriate means of honouring  tory, besid: s relieving the one which is at
and perpetuating his memory could be de-  present overburdened. would intreduce 2
vised. It will be infinitely better than any  greater variety of thought and management
monument of stone or marble, more conso-  into the superintendence of theological stu-
nant with the spirit and tastes of the man  dies which could searcely fail to be of preat
whose name it will honour, a fitter reflection benefit to the students who are preparing to
te posterity of the particular species of use- * oceupy the watchtoawers of Zion.
fulness to which all his powers and acquire- As to the means of carrying out this pro-
ments wWere ever subservient. jeet. a simple caiculation will sufficiently
The fact that this proposal will supply indicate what is necessary.  The annual
an urgent need in the Theolagical Hall of | interest of L5000 at 8 per cent. is £400.
Queen's University is ane of the best areu-  Half the principal, that is £2.500, would
ments in its favour. This need exists. The @ certainly not be more than our share. leav-
existence of it was felt by Principal Leiteh;  ing the other half to be furnished by the
and now that he is gone, it will be a solace * friends and admirers of Dr. Leitch in Seot-
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land. The ability of the Church in this
country to raise the amount we assign to it
is not to be doubted, and considering the
interest and importance which fairly belong
to the proposal, we must have proof before
we disbelieve its willingness.

We curnestly entreat attention to the
statement which has been issued by the
authority of the University Trustees, pre-
senting the claims of the object proposed,
and appeuling for contributions in further-
ance of its attainment, and express an
earncst hope that the scheme may soon be
crowned with all the success it deserves.

PROBABLY before our next number can
reach our readers, the special collection to
be made by authority of Synod on the first
Sabbath of Qctober will have become due.
The time for intimating it will at all events
have passed. We therefore embrace this
opportunity of notifying it. The object of
the collection is the French Mission Scheme.
From what transpired at the last meeting
of Synod, indicative of a quickened interest
in the work of this Scheme, we do not feel
ourselves called upon to say much more
than simply remind its friends and sup-
porters that the appointment of Synod for
the day above mentioned affords an oceasion
for the fulfilment of all promises in its
behalf. If possible let the day named be
the day for the collection. Let ministers
give due intimation beforchand. Let the
people generally devise liberal things, and
carnestly implore the divine blessing upon
the cffort.  Observing these exhortations,
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the hope of an abundant response will be
realized. There are now four agents em-
ployed in connection with th's eftort—the
Revs. J. Tanner, and L. Baridon, M. Ge-
offroy, missionary in Montrea), and Miss
Vernier, teacher of the Day-school, and mat-
ters are pecuniarily in such a state, that if the
collection do not full short of last year’s con-
tributions, all obligations will be fully met.

OUR Correspondent, “ Nonnullus,” must
excuse us for respectfully declining to insert
his communication on the recent appoint-
ments by the Trustees of Queen’s Uni-
versity. If it is any comfort to him to
know our opinion, it entirely accords with
his own—to the effect that, in ordinary
circumstances, if the Church in this country
can find men within itself suitable for its
offices, it ought to be contented to employ
them. For the rest, he and possibly others
will understand our reason for excluding
the letter with which he has favoured us,
from the remark, that while it is encour-
aging to have the favourable opinion of
one's fellow-men, public laudations are of
value to the recipient only after he has done
his best to deserve them.

THE very interesting article in last num-
ber, entitled *¢ Christianity in the Palace of
ii the Cresars,” should have been credited to
+ The Church of Scotlund Home and Foreign

Missionary Record. Its style and date lead
i us to aseribe it to the editor, Principal
i Tulloch, who has been sojourning in Italy
i for some time on account of his health.

Aelos of onr Ehure).

—

Query's UNivERsITY.— A meeting of the Board
of Trustces was held at the College on the 3rd
ult, Twenty-three members were present.

The Rev. Wiilinm Snodgrass of St. Paul's
Church, Montreal, was clected Principal and
Primarius Professor of Divinity, and the Rev.
John H. Mackerras, M.A., was chosen from a
Jist of five candidates to be interim Professor cf
Classical Literature.  Mr. Snodgrass, who
reccived the appointment to the Principalship
entirely without solicitation or exertion on his
part, has signified his acceptance of the office.

A very important movenient was initiated
for the endowment of a new Professorship in
the Theological Faculty, in commemoration of
the late Principal whose devoted zealin behalfl
of the University, involving as it did many

personal sacrifices on his part, is considered
worthy of some such useful and enduring
memorial. Communications from his fricnds
in Scotland were submitted to the Board, ex-
pressing a desire to have his name connected
with the University in perpetual remembrance,
and offering a cordial co-operation for that pur-
posc. A committee, appointed to consider the
matter, reported to an adjourned meeting held
the following day in favour of the institution
of a memorial chairin the Theolagical Faculty,
with which as Primarius Professor of Divinity
Dr. Leitch’s Iabours were specially connected,
and the Committee was continued with autho-
Tity to prepare a statement of the proposal, and
an appeal in ts behalf, which, both from the
cxtremely interesting occasion of itand the
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very useful end which will be served by it, if
successful, it is believed will be extensively
and cheerfully responded to in this country as
well as at home.

The Board adjourned to meet on the last day
of the month.

We iavite attention to the advertisement on
cover regarding the opening of classes for the
epsuing session.

PRESBYTERY OF MONTREAL.

At the quarterly meeting held in St. Andrew’s
Church, Montreal, on 3rd ult., there were pre-
sent :—The Revs. W. Snodgrass, J. Patterzon,
W. Masson, W. Simpson, and W. Darrach,
Ministers ; and Messrs. Ferguson and McNaugh-
ton, Elders.

The miunutes of last ordinary meeting, and of
the special meetings at Kingston on the 7th of
June, at Dundee oun the 15th of June, and at
Montreal on the 31st of Juune, were read and
sustained. A cuommission from the Kirk Sess-
ion of Hemuminglord in favour of Donald McPhee,
Esq. was read and sustained.  The Revd.
Messrs. Porteus, of Wolfe Island, W. Cochrane,
Thos. Haig, and Joshua Fraser being present,
were invited to take part in the deliberations of
this meeting.  The Rev. William Darrach was
chosen Moderator for the current year, and teok
the chair accordingly.  The Revds. W. Coch-
rane and Joshua Fraser, and Mr. R. Jardine gave
full and interesting reports of thewr Missionary
Inbours for the past three months. A receipt
from the Treasurer for the schemes of the
Church of Scotland, for the sum of £43.1.5stg.
recently remitted to the Colonial Committee
was laid on the table by the Rev. Mr. Snod-
grass. The Clerk wasinstructed to correspond
with the Rev. Mr. Moffat anent the Session Re-
cords of Laprairie.  The Clerk and Mr. Darrach

were appointed to atiend to the ardination or

another Elder, and to dispense the Sacrament
at Laprairie in the month of September. The
Moderator, Clerk and Rev. Mr. Cameron were
appointed to draw up a memorial to the Colo-
nial Committee to be forwarded with a petition
from Elgin Mission Station asking assistance
towards the building of a Manse there. Mr,
Cochrane was re-appointed to Elgin for three
months. Messrs. Masson and Coclirane received
the sanction of the Presbytery to take up contri-
butions for congregational vurposes within the
bounds of the Presbytery during the next three
months. Mr. Robert Jardine, student in Divi-
nity, Queen’s College, presented himself for ex-
amination preparatory to again eatering the
Divinity Hall.  Mr. Jardine gave very satistac-
tory cvidence of his talents and acyuirements,
and the Clerk was instructed to grant him the
necessary certificate.  The next ordinary mec.-
ing was appoiuted to be held in this place on
the first Wednesday of November next, at the
usual hour,

Frexcit Misstox.—At a recent meeting of the
Genernl Committee of management, the Rev.
L. Baridon was re-engaged at a salary of $300
per annum. From the increasing interest
manifested in behalf of the Mission of late, and

I
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mittee felt themselves justified in taking this
step, and the friends of the Mission, they know,
will rejoice that it has been taken. Severzl
cnconuraging contributions have been received,
and it is particularly pleasing to be told that
these will not likely intesfere with the forth-
coming Synodical collection on the first Sab-
bath of October. The Committee also resolved
to provide a salary for Rev. J. E. Tauner of the
same amount as Mr. Bariden's salary in the
meantime, These are the principal items of
expenditure, besides the interest on the debt
and the taxes and other expenses connected
with the Church in Montreal ; and if the col-
lections this year equal those of Iast year
(nearly $900), and it is believed they will
exceed that amount, there is no likelihood of
embarrassment.

A change has taken place in the Day school.
M. Frereaull, who, we believe, has oblained o
situation on the Grand Trunk Railway, has
been succeeded by Miss Vernier. a devoted and
zealous member of Mr. Tanner's congregation,
In the acknowledgements for the month will be
noticed a donation contributed by the Sabbath
School of Spencerville for this department of
the work. This offering calls for special
gratitude, and affords an cxamjle worthy of
imitation in our Sabbath Schouls.

Isprerion AT Brekineuax.~—The Presbytery
of Ottawa met at Buckingham on the 21st of
July. There were preseat Dre. Spence, Modera-
tor, Revs. W, White, H. J. Borthwick, G. D.
Ferguson, J. B. Mullan, and Col. Petrie, and
Messrs. Heary, Wilson, and McCallam, Elders,
also Messrs. D. McDonald and H. Lamont,
Licentiates labouring within the bounds. The
occasion of the meeting was tl.e ordination of
James C. Smith, M.A., Licentiate, to the oflice
of the holy ministry, and his induction to the
pastoral charge of Cumberland and Bucking-
ham, vacant since the translation of Rev.
Peter Lindsay, M.A,, to Arnprior, in June
1862.  The usunal proclamation having been
made by Mr. Borthwick, Clerk, the Rev. W,
White of Richmond conducted divine service.
Therceafter the act of ordination and induction
was performed by Dr. Spence according to the
forms prescribed by the Church. Mr. Borth-
wick delivered the charge to Mr. Smith, and
Mr. Mullan addressed the people.  The services
were very solemn, and theaddresses both highly

. practical and cloquent. Mc. Smith's name was

the managcable condition of the debt on the -

Mission Church—now only $500—the Com-

added to the roll of the Presbytery, and =t the
close of the proceedings he recvived a most
cordial welcome from his people, who were pre-
sent in large numbers. Mr. Smith bas had
four years' experience in the mission field in
the Presbyteries of Kingsten, Bathurst, and
London, which will, no doubt, be of great ser-
vice to him in the unportant position he now
fills. In this case, instead of a separate bond
of support, a guarantee was cmbodied in the
cally which throws the responsibility upon the
whole people, and with the ability to imple-
ment their promises, of which ther must have
individually assured themselves before signing
that document, it iz believed theywill not follow
the multitude to daevil, by allowing themselves
to come short of their obligations in the sup-
port of religious ordinances.
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Tae vate Rev. Davip Evans.—Thie excellent
man and exemplary minister died at Prescott
of chronic dysentery on the 19th ult., in the
74th year of bis age. Mr. Evans was & native
of County Tyrone, Ireland, a student of Glas-
gow University, and a licentiate of the Seces-
sion body in Ireland, now incorporated with
the Irish Presbyterian Church. About the age
of 24, when he had been a probationer of only
a few months’ standing, he was ordained to
the ministry, and inducted to a charge in Pom-
eroy, in the county of his birth, where he
remained for 22 years. He then emigrated
to Canads, beginning his ministry in this
country at St. Therese, near Montreal. Shortly
after his arrival, be was adwitted by the Synod
of our church. Having laboured for nearly
four yearsin St. Therese, he wa3 moved to
Richmond, C. W., where he had a very exten-
sive field of labour, consisting of seven stations,
and where be remained for about eleven years
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From this place he was translated to Kitley,
of which he continued to be minister until,
owing to bodily infirmities, the Synod in 1862
allowed him to retire. Mr. Evans was a kind-
hearted, self-sacrificing man. By his humble,
courteous, and frank deportment, he gained the
affections of his people, and they soon learned
to look upon him as their steadfast friend. On
a very small living he managed to educate
four sons for professional pursuits, one of whom
ig the minister of Litchfield. As a preacher
he had a very graceful delivery, while the mat-
ter of his discourse was thoroughly evangel-
ical. His constant aim was to preach Christ
and him crucified. The Master whom he served
did not forsake himat his latter end. Perfectly
contented to suffer as much and as long as the
Lord might please, be at the same time longed
to be with Christ. He leaves a widow, and
tour of nine children by his first marriage.

@orrespundence.

To the Editor of the Presbyterian.

Last Sunday I went with a friend to a8 Pres-
byterian church in the county of Lincoln. The
service was to be at half-zast ten, and a stran-
ger was expected to preach, the regular pastor
being absent. A goodly number had assembled,
comprising somc who had come some distance,
judging from the carriages and waggons at the
church gate. The time for beginning the ser-
vice arrived, but the minister had not come.
The people sat patiently for fificen or twenty
minutes, when a man arose and said possibly
the minister had mistaken the hour of meeting
—-cleven being; the time at which public worship
usually commenced. IHe would probably be
there at that time; and by way of filling up
the time for a few minutes, they might sing a
few verses of a psalm. The people at once fell
in with the suggestion,and got out their books.
He gave out the Hundredth Psalm, started it to
01d Hundred, and the congregation sung it
very well.  They then waited zbout a quarter
of an hour longer, when some of them began
to show signs of impatience, and one or two
went out.  The same person then spoke to an-
other, I think addressing bim as elder, and said
he would be happy to give out another psalm.
and read a portion of Scripture, if he would
engage in prayer ; but hie said as there was an-
other church in the village, the people might
prefer going to iv. The other man then address-
ing the people, said *he was sorry to see such
8 congregation, assembled for worship, having
to be dismissed for want of some one to conduct

—

it. If the church had seen fit in its wisdom to
provide a proper form of worship there need be
no difficulty in au emergency of this kind, as
there would always be some one present swho
could read the prayers and devotional lessons
appointed for the day, but in the absence of
this it could not be expected that any private
member could, on the spur of the moment, ex-
temporize such ¢ form of words as would be
cither satisfactory to himself or profitable to
them ; he therefore agreed with the elder in
recommending them to adjourn to & Baptist
Church near by,” and so the people went away.
I observed, however, that only a faw went to
the other church, the most of them going some
other way, from which it might be inferred that
they would willingls bave remained for an hour
10 a service in their own church no matter how
imperfectly performed.

It has often occurred to me that the Presby-
terian Church would do well to adopt a form
of public worskip, and here was an instance of
the wantof it being scnsibly felt in o country
congregation. Who knows with what feelings
they had come together? It is not too much to
suppose that sume of them had in the experience
of the past week met with trials or been besct
with temptations, for which it would have been
a real relicf to give expression to the words of
contrition and penitence, in the hearing of Him
who has promised to te where two or three arc
gathered in His name. Who knows how many
burdens have been lightened and pains of heart
relieved by the utterance of the simple confes
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sion, “we have erred and strayed from thy
ways like lost sheep.” They were deprived of
this reliefand returned to their homes, it may
be with pent up griefand beavy hearts.

A judicious “form of sound words” would
not only be of great use in such cases, it would
also be an important aid to many ministers in
conducting public worship, for while there are
some whose prayers are like springs gushing
from the fountain of a heart overflowing with de-
votional feeling and concern for the interests
of humanity—how many there are to whose in-
coberent, irreverent, and vain repetitions, it is
impossible for the people to say, Amen; and
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whose usefulness would be greatly promoted
by being allowed, and even required, to use a
liturgy approved by the Church.
Yours respectfully,
August, 1864, 0.

(We recommend our friend, and counsel him
to advise his friends, to secure copies of the
prayers for social and family worship published
by authority of a Committee of the General As-
sembly of the Church of Scotland. Itgives di-
rections for conducting divine service, and suits
just such a case as the above. It can be bad
in pocket size.—Ed.]

Articles  Communteated,

LIFE OF THE APOSTLE PATUL.
Parr 1.

The city of Tarsus, which was the birth-
place of the Apostle Paul, was situated near
the mouth of the river Cyduus, one of those
strecams which, taking their rise in the
heights of Taurus, flow with impetuous cur-
rent into the Mediterreancan, or into one of
the many bays which indent the southern
coast of Asia Minor. The elevation of the
land however in the past eighteen hundred
years has impeded this river near its mouth,
and spread its waters over unhealthy lagoons,
but in the time of the Apostleit floated large
fleets, and, as it afforded a safe harbour,
rendered Tarsus a great commercial empo-
rium, where the produce of the interior of
the peninsula was exchanged for the wares
of other countries; but the city also enjoved
a high reputation as the seat of Greek learn-
ing, and retained its Greek character long
after it was subjected to Rome. During the
civil wars of Rome it so strongly attached
itself to the side of the Caxesars that Augus-
tus conferred upon it the privileges of a free
city. It was most probably its great com-
mercial advantages which induced a large
number of Jews to choose it as the home of
their exile, in the wany political changes
which passcd over their own country. The
family of Saul are said by Jerome to have
emigrated from Giscala in Galilee, but at
what period they settled at Tarsus we are
unable to ascertain ; it was however certainly
before the birth of the Apostle.

It is not impossible to picture to our-
selves the influences under which his carly
years were speat.  The Jews of the disper

lon scem, in a very remarkable degree, to

have carried with them, and maintained,
the'r religious principles and their strong
attachment to the faith of their fathers.
Though carrying on commerce in many coun-
tries, and mixing freely with the inhabi-
tants, they yet remained perfectly distinet,
and were animated by the same feelings as
the Jews of Judea ; they were ruled by the
same religious code, they cherished the same
hopes, meditated on the same histories, and
were cheered by the same triumphant
songs; the Jewish child at Alexandria, at
Rome, at Tarsus, received, at least in his
carly years, the same instruction as he would
have had had helived at Jerusalem, Hebron,
or Nazareth.

We know very little of the home group
of the Apostle’s childhood. Thereisallusion
made to his father, and we have later men-
tion of a sister and a sister’s som, but no
notice of his mother; we do not know
whether shedied during bisinfancy, or lived
to be his earliest and best teacher, or even
long enough to mourn perhaps over his apos-
tacy. We have no means of ascertaining
the social position of the family, or under
what circumstances, or in return for what
service, the father obtained the privileges of
Roman citizenship, and by which the son
“ was frec born.”

Haircloth, which was -alled Cilicium, of
which tents were made,was largely exported
from Tarsus to the various markets of the
Levant, and it is very probable that the fa-
ther was cngaged in this trade; but t*at
Saul was early occupied in the making of
this material is no reason for concluding
that the family were in a necessitous con-
dition, for it was a principlc and maxim
of the Jews to teach every child some
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trade, even though he® might not likely
have to depend upon it for his livirg.
The child Saul,—* the son of a Pharisce "
of the tribe of Benjamin, an < Hebrew of the
Hebrews,” was circumcised the cighth day;
and, so soon as he was suseeptible of instruc-
tion, was taught the history of his own
nation, and would grow wup under the
strongest Jewish influences , but Tarsus was
a Greek city, and whether or not he at-
tended any of the Greek schouls, which a
Hebrew boy, and the child of a Pharisece
was -carcely likely to do, he was yet fumi-
liar with the Greek language, and became
acquainted with Greek literature.  .ibout
the age of thirteen the boy was taken to
Jerusalem, and became a scholar at the
feet of the learned ductor of the law, Gam-
aliel, who, though a P'harisee, wasin a large
measure free from the bigotry of his sect,and
was not oppused to Gentile learning.  We
do not know in what year Saul went up to
Jerusalem, but on the oceasion of the death
of Stephen, he was stilla young man, though

from the office which heimmediately after- |

wards received he could scarcely have been
less than thirty years of age.  We have no
clue as to what had taken place in the in-
terval, whether he had returned to Tarsus,
or had cuntinued at Jerusalem, and been
interested in the cvents of our Saviour's
history. But on the occasion of this car-
liest martyrdom, and iu the crowd of fan-
atic  who that day did their work of bluod,
Saul was indecd no mere idle or careless
spectator, but the witnesses who engaged in

the deed laid at his fect their clothes, and .

were no doubt encouraged by him.

The early apology for Christianity before
the Sanhedrim; and the nobleness ¢vineed
by the proto-martyr suffering for the faith,
and with his last voice praying for his per-
secutors, and commending his spirit to the
Lurd Jesus, could not have been without an
influence on the mind of Saul, and from

what we know of his character, in spite of

bigotry, i spite of persceuting zeal, he
could nut have remained indifferent; but

it happier emotions did arise; and there was

a momentary couflict in his soul, jet fanat-
icism overpowered the better impulses, and
grained the ascendancy vver a mind which
was really susceptible of the true and good ;
and still filled with prejudice and zeal for
his Pharisaic principles; his fervour only
burned with a more devouring flame, and

he became the most unwearied and relent- .

less of persecutors; ¢ As for Saul, he made
havoe of the Church, entering into cvery
house, and haling men and women, com
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mitted them to prison.”  But though Paul
was not effectually moved, still the prayer
of Stephen for his persecutors wag heard
in heaven, and was in due time answered
in the conversion of him wh) was to take
up the work fiom which Stiphen had so
carly buen called, and there is much truth

;in the remark of Augustine, that the

Church owes a Paul to the prayer of Ste-
phen.  The perseeution on the death of
Stephen had the cffect of extending the
Church, but Saul, “ breathing out threat-
cnings und slaughter against the disciples of
the Lurd,” reccived a commission from the
high priest against the Christians, who, it
would appear, were already to be found at Da-
mascus.  The great Sanbedrim eluimed over
the dews in fureign cities the same power in
religivus questions which it exercised at
Jerusalem, and letters were given Paul to
the sy nagogues in the Syrian capital. Armed
with this authority, and intending * that if
he found any of this way, whether they were
men or women, to bring them bound to
Jerusalem,” he journeyed to Damascus.
We willingly gather up every incident in so
memorable a journcy, and would follow his
every footstep, but we know not which road
he took.  Two principal roads then led from
Jerusalem to Damascus. They both followed
for some time the same dircetion, by Bethel
and the valley of Sychar through Samaria
toward Galilee, and then, branching off, the
oue crossed the Jordan south of the Sea of
Tiberias, and proceeded direct to Da-
mascus, the other passed to the north of
the sea, and very probably joined the former
shortly before reaching the eity, and entered
by the same gate.

Saul perhaps did not know what influence
the new religion was acquiring in Samaria,
or he was 0 bent on accomplishing the main
purpose of” his mission in the Syrian capital,
that he would appear not to have lingered in
order to oppress the Churches by.the way.
After passing the Jordan, north or south of
| the lake.cither road croses the fertile plateau
- of Bashan, and deseends through the rocky
defiles of Gaulonitis into the plain of Iturea.
Great Hermon,* that chicf of mountains"—
the tower of Lebanon,which looketh towards
Damascus—its summit clad with almost
- continuous snow, aud its slopes sprinkled
with trees, rises direetly west of the plain.
It was as they came near the city that the
great event took place. A broad belt of
desert girds the rich gardens which sur-
. round the city and divides them from the
- hills on the west.  Across this the band of
« persecutors wend  their weary way: they
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might easily detect the city nestled in the
green caclosure of its beautiful gardens, and
their fervour and fanatical zeal might mount
the higher as they approached their destina-
tion. But the mind of Saul would be by no

means insensible to the beauties of natural |

scenery, for his carly home had been one of
the most picturesque spots of earth; and
nothing can exceed 1he beauty of that one ex-
tensive grove, in the centre of which the city
of Damascus scems dropped, and is like a dia-
mond set with emeralds: every variety of fo-
liage combines in 2 harmony most gratetul to
the eye,—the dark sombre green of the olive,

the light hues of the orange, the fig, the

almond, and the mulberry, with the silvery
sheen of the poplar; the long bare ridge

of Anti-Lebanon, stretching away to the .

north-east, forms the background of the pic-
ture. The splash of waters, the waters of
the sweet Abana and Pharphar, and the not
unpleasant though low monotonous hum of
the waterwheel is heard in the distance.
No doubt then,even more than now, the tra-
veller met at every advance long strings of
camels laden with the produce of the pro-
vinees, or returning with the wares of the
city, and bodies of Bedawy mounted on
their high-spirited horses, decked with gaudy
trappings.

It is both pleasant and profitable to us
to seck to reproduce the scenes of the Bible,
for we are thus brought nearer to the per-
sons and the events.

It was midday, the birds were silent in
the trees, th2 hush of noon was over the
city and the gardens, the sun was burning
fiercely in the sky, when suddenly a light
shone from heaven,—a light so terrible and
incomprehensible as that they were afraid,—
a light which they can best understand who
have experienced the full glare of the mid-
day sun in the East, for it was a light
alove the brightness of the suu, shining
round about Saul, and them that journeyed
with him; all fell to theground in terror, or
stood dumb with amazement, but all heard
not the voice, or if they heard did not
understand the words that were spoken ; the
words were in the Hebrew tongue, “ Saul,
Saul, why persecutest thou me; it is hard
for thee to kick against the pricks.””  Star-
tled, no doubt, by so direct an address and
challenge, Saul asked in reply, “ Who art
thou, Lord,” and he answered, “ LamJesus
whom thou persccutest.” 'The words of
Jesus and the whole circumstances had
found their way to the heart of Paul; that
voice had spoken as none had ever before
spoken, and when he rose from the carth
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' he had undergene a great change; he rose
humbled and subdued, and ready to obey
the will ¢f IFim who had spoken to him
' from heaven. But when he opencd his
I eyes all was dark around, the brightness
of that vision had made him blind, and his
companions led him into the city. He saw
not the gardens through which the path led ;
the rippling of the streams, or the splash
of the fountains which fell on his ear, but
would scarcely awaken his mind, absorbed
as it was with the event which had just
happened. Three days the blindness con-
tinued. Into the conflict of those three
days who can attem:pt to enter, or fathom
the anxiety and anguish which were so deep
and piercing that during this time he
neither ate nor drank.  But at length in
his blindness he had a vision, and one,
whose name was revealed as Ananias, came
and laid hiz hands upon him that he might
receive his sizht. A similar intimation was
made fiom on high to Ananias, whose fears
as to coming into contact with one known
as a persecutor of the Christians were over-
come, and through him Saul was restored
to sight. It was no doubt for a wise pur-
pose that one of the principal scenes by
which we receive impressivns frum the outer
world was closed to Saul, and he was shut
up more exclusively to his own meditations,
and to give his mind tu prayer unto Him
who had so marvellously appeared to him
by the way. Three days of communion
with God, for such they no doubt were,
confirmed the work which had already been
begun in the mind of Saul, and he was
prepared for what Ananias informed him,
that the Lord had said unto him, - he is a
chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name be-
tore the Genti'es, and kings.and the children
of Isracl.”

After the recovery of his sight he was
baptized, and received into the fellowship of
the disciples, and beginning at once the
work to which he had been designated, con-
tinued in it with increasing vigour for many
days. And thus was our Apostle separated
unto the Gospel of God; ** an apostle not
of mcn, neither by man, but by Jesus
Chirist, and God the Father, who raised him
from the dead.”

Three years elapsed from the time
of his conversion till he went up to Je-
rusalem, but what portion of this time
| he spent in Arabia, or how long he con-
tinued at Damascus, we caonot deter-
mine. We are left wholly to conjecture,
as to his purpose in visiting Arabia, and we
arc not able satisfactorily to determine what
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portion of the extensive country often known
by this name is alluded to. .But Saul had
now himself become the object of hatred to
the Jews, who sought to kill him, and he
only escaped from them by the disciples let-
ting him down by night, in a basket from
the wall.  On escaping from Damascus he
betook himself to Jerusalem, and ‘“ essayed
to join himself to the disciples; but they
were all afraid of him, and believed not that
he was a disciple;” but Barnabas,whose name
was soon to beso closely associated with his,
became his sponsor to the cburch at Jeru-
salem; assured them of Saul's conversion,
and subsequent behaviour at Damascus.
Our Apostle himself tells us in his Epistle to
the Galatians that his motive in going np
to Jerusalem was to scek Peter; that he
abode with him fiftcen days; that the only
other Apostle that he saw was James the
Lord’s brother. During his stay in the city
he was carnest in preaching the Gospel, but
was soon singled out from the other believers
as the object of a murderous hostility, and
was thevefore again urged to flee, and by
the way of Casaica returned to his pative
<ity Tarsus.
L’Orignal, July, 1864.

SUNDAY AT MASSENA.

A worthy friend, whose eye had fallen on cer-
tain lines ina local newspaper, descriptive of
every day life at ¢ the Springs,” thus congratu-
lates the writer :—* [ got two of the Massena
jottings, and augured well of your being still
under the influence of the Kakoethes Scribendi.”
Mauny readers of The Presbyterian nced not be
told the meaning of the classical phrase here
italicized ; it is fair, however, to presume that
some do not, and that they would like to bave
it explained. The writer is at this moment, in
mood most compliant, and, though at the mani-
fest risk of his repute, the literal interpretation
of the thing shall be given. Kakoethes is a
Greek word and signifies a bad custom or habil.
Scribendi is a sort of verbal noun, from the Latin
scribo, to write,which by an casy transition gives
us the English terms “scribe,” and scribbler. The
two together, as above quoted, are commonly
rendered in Queen’s English, ¢ an ilck for writ-
ing,” “a discased propensity for authorship.” Sce
then, dear reader, how I stand before thee! and
let my sclf-abasement extcnuate, in thine eycs,
my thirst for fame. To be honest, I am under
a certain, to me pleasurable, constraint to hold

converse with thee at this time, and yet once .

again, ere our mutual friend the editor, shall
have implemented his engagement with ¥ sweet
seventeen.”
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With little impropriety, perhaps, might have
been sent to these pages some notes of ¢ weeks
speatat Massena,” but, with less, it may now be
told how the sacred day of rest is observad, how
‘ these peaceful hours” pass at a fashionable
watering place in a foreign land. Though I
shall kere speak favourably of Sundays at Mas-
sena and not at all of other days, let none infer
approval of what is perhaps too common a prac-
tice,—that of spending the six days given to us
for our own employment at our usual avo-
cations, and using tho seventh, God's holy Sab-
bath day, as a season of recreation and amuse-
ment. Rather let the sentiment be conveyed,
that the Sabbath is more likely to be profitably
spent by all of us at Home—by occupying our
own pew in our own place of worship ; listening
to the words of ¢ counsel and comfort” that
may be addressed to us by our own stated coun-
try parson ; and in spending as much of the re-
sidue of the day as we can in promoting the
spiritual welfare of ourselves and others to
whom our inflience may extend ; not by making
religious exercises a weariness to the flesk ; not
by converting the hours into, what Mr. Carlyle
would call, ¢ a petrified Sabbath,” but in such a
manner appreciating and improving them as
shall enable us, in the end, to look back upon
our Sabbaths as the happiest—the least misspent
portion of our time upon earth.

Sundays more than one [ have spent at Mas.
scna, and each, I may truly say, has left a dis-
tinct and pleasing impress on my memory.
There is an irresistible charm about novelty,
against which few are proof. No man of ordi-
nary observation can go even a short distance
from home without secing and hearing some-
thing that may be turped to good account,
No matter how wide the range of previous tra-
vel, or the extent of reading, or the sphere of
society in which he may have moved, the wisest
man, while life lasts, may * live and learn.”

True, there arc narrow-minded ones who
measure every thing by their own petty stand-
ard, and who, if capable of appreciating good
{ qualities in others, have neither the manliness
| nor the honesty to acknowledge them. Itis
- possible that some such churl may bave taken
up this paper, and when he learns that Massena
t lies not in Canada, but in the county of St.
' Lawrence and State of New York, may be dis-
; posed, doubting, Natbanicl-like, to say, * can
| any good thing come out of Nazarcth?” Our
first impulse is to hid him an affectionate fare-
well ; but on second thought, we address to
bim the kind invitation of Philip, * come and
!'sce:” or,as said Moses to his brother-in-law,
| #come then with us, and we will do thee good "
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at lenst we shall try. To get there, we shall go
aboard of the steamer JAlexandra or Lord Elgin
at Montreal or Prescott, or any intermedinte
port of call: this will take us comfortably and
cheaply to Louisville Landing. There we shall
find in waiting a good old fashioned stage
coach, such as we read of, to convey us to the
Springs, distant seven miles. In one hour we
shall be at the door of the “ United States
Hotel,” or ag it is called, par excellence, ¢ the
Big House.” OQutwardly it is an imposing
structure of brick; within there is no imposi-
tion. It i3 quiet, orderly, comfortable, ¢ neat
but not gaudy ;" in short, it is a first class house.
On the door step we are met by a square-built
intelligent, rubicund-faced, English-looking
man, whose deep rich tones of voice will remind
you of the landlord of the # Royal Oak,” or the
% Crown Hotel,” in the land where your fore-
fatherssleep. Thisis Mr. Pine, mine host, who
conducts you to the office, where his two part-
ners of graver mien, receive you politely, You
record your name in the visitors’ book, and then
you run your eye over the list, and see with
whom you are to associate for a time. Your
new messmates hail from all the North Eastern
States of the Union, so that if you wish, you
may acquire some insight into American life
and manners, or if it shall be more agreeable
to you, more familiar names you will find from
nearly every part of Canada lying within the
watershed of the Laurentides. The Americans
are quite accessible, they don'tall speak through
their nose: some are very intelligent, and, if I
do not mistake, you will find most of them very
willing to reciprocate friendly feelings with

‘“the Britishers.” If you arc an invalid, you :

may drink frecly of the sparkling spring water;
it will do you good. You will soon acquire an
astonishing appetite for the creature comforts,
here provided for you. If notan invaligd, still
drink, and kecp cool. You will note that there
is no bar-room, and that gambling, horse
racing, and other disreputable appliances for
“killing time” are here unknown. You may
walk, ride, drive, fish, bathe, or hoat sail;

read your ¢ Blackwood,” “ Good Words,” or |
the last Quarterly, or otherwise amuse your- !

self while your guide is “ takin’ notes,” or con-
soling himself with & pipe:—Chacun a son
gout.

Now let us suppose & Sunday morning about ;

the middle of July: a very bright morning it
is : the heat isvery great—as measured by the
thermometer, it is 91° in the shade.
is half-past ten, and the place, the drawing
room. An hour and a half ago we had broken
fast in company with 150 guests, & large per-

The hour |

265

centage of whom are again seated around us,
or clustered about the doors and windows, on
the verandah and in the hall.  The walls are
hung with a few oil paintings and water
colours; before you pronounce them daubs,
give them a careful ingpection—you will find
that they are gems. Let me tell you,—for the
modest artist will not,—~that the paintings are
done by Mr. Pine, and that the others were
brought by him from Rome. Heis a man of
travel, and instead of boring you with Amer-
ican politics, he will talk to you about He.-
culaneum and Pompeii, about Switzerlund,
Paris, and London, about Edinburgh and the
Trossachs : that will do you good. Notice a
coloured cngraving on the centre of the cast
wall : it is a sketch of Raflaelle’s great picture,
“The Transfiguration.” It is presumed that you
have never been in Rome, nor seen the original-
You may have seen an engraving of it, but not
50 good a one, perchance, as this: at all events
you have heard of it. Noi! Know then
that by competent critics it is conceded to be
the greatest painting not only in Rome but in
the world. This may serve to give you some
idea of the design. It is not like any picture
you ever saw before. It is neither strictly his-
torical nor allegorical, but a blending of both.
The upper part of the tableau pourtrays our
Lord floating in the air—Moses and Elias on
either side—Peter, James, and John beneath,
prostrate on the Mount. The lower part repre-
sents the scene described by St. Matthew,
t after they had come down from the mountain,
and when they came to the multitude.” A
wonderful group is here. See the vacant un-
earthly stare of the lunatic,—* sore vexed with
the dumb spirit.” Observe the imploring—
terribly earnest-face of the father of the child
who has brought him to the disciples, ¢ and
they could not cure him:” one disciple—is it
the physician, Luke ?—is turning over the pages
of the Book of the Law, but no help is there!?
while near by, another with uplifted hand is
pointing to the Glorified Redeemer—the Great
Physician—who forgiveth our iniquities . ad
healeth our diseases. Here, w0, are weeping
females, contemptuons Jewish Rabbi, learned
scribes, and supercilious, self-righteous Phari-
sces. You may study this picture even on a Sun-
day morning, and, if you read aright the com-
fortable doctrines, and the heavenly precepts
which itis designed to convey, this too, will
do you good. But hush! -—a low deep voice!
“Let us worship God Ly singing the T4th
hymn.” Divine service bas commenced. We
are strangers, and may be excused in that we
have no book, but so clear and audible the
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sweet voice of her who presides at the piano
and leads, we can follow every word. The
lines are beautiful, let us recommend them to
our good friend the Convener of the Synod
Commitice on psalmody : they are by Lyte, as
follows : ’

This is the day the Lord hath made;
0 earth, rejoice and sing;

Let sozgs of triumph bail the morn ;
flosanna to our Ring!

The stone the builders set at naught,
That stone bas now become

The sure foundation, and the strength
Of Zioa's heavenly dome.

Christ is that stone, rejecied once
And numbered with the slain;
Now raised in glory o'er his Church

Eternally to reign.

This is the day the Lord hath made;
O carth, rejoice and sing;

With songs of triumph hail the morn ;
Hosznna te our King!

and now the instrumentis reverently closed,and
the pianc-top extemporized into a reading-
desk. Does this ofiend you? Think of the
drum-head—the army chaplain's pulpit in the
tented bate-fiedd. Think of “the friend of
publicans and sinners,” and of how He said,
# ¢cleansc first that which is within the cup and
platter.’

The Reverend Dr. McClintock, &8 methodist,
from New York—a man of European fame,
whost cloquence issaid tohave “ brought down
tLe House™ in Excter Hali—conducts the devo-
tional part of the service. Ferveatly the good
wan prays for his country distracled and torn
by civil war—for the blecding and dyiag on
the ficld of strife—for the gricfistricken widow
wnd fatherless—that rulers may be eadowed
with wisdom from on high—that the people may
know themsel<es to be but men.

Mr. Weed, a Presbyierian, is the preacher of |

the day. [His subjectis the *f batile of death,”
and his text, Fec. w§ii. 8. “There is no dis-
charge in that war.”™  lc describes wor—Yglo-
Tious War—with its ¥ pomp and circumstance,”
s conceited by 1he vouthful canthusiast,—a
dream of soul-stirTing mutic,of gold assels, gar
unifortag, prancing steeds and flashing asme.
Again of war, “dorride bedle,” as it really is,
=z scene of blood, groang, ieats and death;
where legions of infutiated men, enveloped in
dust and smoke, dealfened with the din of ar-
tllery and clashof armsamid gore and mangled
COTpscs, strugpic, and shout, and strive o thrust
5t baroact asd sword {nlo & living wall of

-
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flesh, in turn 10 be siricken down with unseea
stroke, or torn with whistling shot.

Another warfare there is, which all of us are
too apt to forget. Warsthere are within and
around us. The world is a battle-ficld, the
whole human family combatants ; the grim King
of Terrors, the common enemy. Jtis respect-
ing this warfare that the text says, * there is no
discharge.” Wellington hus been dignified with
the nameof victor over the world's Conqueror;
but the hero of Waterloo has bad to succumb
10 a foe more invincible than Napolcon. So it
shall be with us all. There is no exemption:
no substitute will be accepted end there is no
discharge.  To the child who koows neither
good nor evil, death comes not, indeed, as &
warrior, but as & heavenly harvester—to the
Christian as a kind janitor, who opens io the
faithful disciple the crystal gates of Emman-
uel's laond—to the unrepentant and hardencd
sinner, as a strong man armed, with whom he
must wage eternal, hopeless warfare, in pros-
pec, *#a certain fearful looking for of judgment
and ficry indigaxtion,” * for there is no peace,
saith my God to the wicked.”

The service bas occupicd one hour and a half,
and it is yet an hour uniil dinner time. The
piano is again opened. The same lady seated
before it. Perbaps you expect now to hear
Brinly Richard’s latest march or polka, or &
passage from “Fra Diavolo.™ * What vanda-
lism !” you arc ready to cxclaim, * would that
I were in 8 land where Sabbath's are not dis-
turbed by “a Kist fu’ o' whistles!” Stay 2 mo-
ment: See! a band of children, Americaa and
Canadian, ranged in linc with book in hand. It
is the " Sabbhath Rell,” familist as a kouschold
word ia all our Sunday Schools. ‘Do yon
know this onc? “ Q do a0l be discourczed for
Jesus i3 your friend: ¥ Why ryes, we sing that
in cur school :™ and this? “ I'm glad I'm in this
army : * tobe sure we do,” and ¥ joyfadly, joy-
Jully? “Of course we do, let us sing thal™
How thrir little faces brighien at the discovery :
sweelly and jorfully they sing together until
the diancer bell rings, and again in the afler-
noon. Listen, my fricnd, sdmit, that fiis has
donc yau good.

Ia the coal of the cvening, let us walk over
to the village—it is only amile. Here are three
charches,~-Baplist, Presbyterian, and Methodist.
We will eater the irst named.  Ilisa neat brick
hailding with a tinned steeple. 1 seFou arecye-
iag that marble slabover the door. Whatsce you
Were?  Baptist hoase, erccted 1827, ¥ House!
House ! How verT queer ™ Good friend | sce
aothing quees aboat it—saving your caplions
propensity. Ia @y bambie opinion the Baptist
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have the right of 1t, and we who callita Church
are wrong.  This is none other but the House
of God ;7 (Gen. xxviii. 7.) ¢ Come let us go up
to the House of God” (Is. ii.3.) % Even them will
I bring to my holy mountain, and make them
joyful in my house of prayer for, my House shall
be called a hLouse of prayer for all people,” (1s.
Ivi. 7). The word Church is nowhere used in
the Bible to designate a building ; the meaning
it would have us attachto it may,I apprehend,
be gathered from that passage of St. Paul tothe
Romans,*“Greet the church thatisin their house,”
that is tosay, the company of belicvers, be they
fewor many. If you must have a term more
distinctive than House, our own word “ Kirk”
comes nearer to propricty than * Church "—1the
formceris aderivative, the latter an Anglo-Saxen
corruption, of the original “Kipios oexsa,” literally
Lord's House, whence Kupioxor, the Greck word
for a place of worship; whence, too, plainly
come, the Dutch, “Kerk;” German, “Kirche;”
Swedish * Kyrka ;" Danish “Kirke:” and
Scotch “*Kimnz.” If this docs not convince you
we shall argue the matter at some other time;
now, let us go in. A Presbyterian is in the
pulpit, and that is “brother Smith,” the Bap-
tist minister, sitting beside bim. Had you
been here a few Sundays ago you would have
found 2 Mcibodist preacher in this same pul-

pit, the house filled by about an equal num-

ber from the three Congregations.  Here, then,

" bumility,

267

learn, that sectarianism bas assumed a mild
type. We offer no striciures on the conduct of
the service. Our testimony, in gencral terms
is,that the sermons we heard on Sundaysz at Mas-
sena were all ckaracterized by great plainness
of speech, snd their practical tendency toimpress
upon hearers the duty of national and individuat
, and of recognising the retributive just-
ice and severity of the Almighty in these trying
days of calamity. In this, as in most American
Churches, the congregation stand tosiag: and si
at prayer; this last, 2 most uanscemiy, undevo-
tional attitude. We are not sticklers about pos-
ture—Solomon stoed and prared at the dedica-
tion of the temple, “and the Lord heard his
prayer.” (I Ringsviii.) Panlkneeled downon the
seashore, and prayed with them all{ Acts xx.36).
But we have no authority for listless sitfing at
prayer. Taesinging in this little country church
is the softest and most harmonious [ remember
to have heard anywhere.  And now, my imag- -
inary friends, we must pact. Has** Jocab” over-
tasked vour paticnce ?—-you know of course, that
it is he who has been adressing you. You re-

- member that terribly long sermon your minister

preached to you, & whileago : had you expostu-
Jated with &im, no doubt he would have replied
that, so numerous were the interruptions during
his hours of study,  hc really had not time to
make it shorter.” I must ask yvou to take his
answer as my apology.

: i
Wotices and Rebicls.

TrE Works of Ricriard Siprgs. D.D.
Vol. vit.,
mans, &c.

Tur Worgs oF Davin Crargsox. B.D.
Val. i.. Scrnoas. &e. Montreal; Dawson
Brathers.

the complete works of the - heavenly

+

1 Surrey, by the Act of Uniformity in 1662,
containing Miscellancous Ser- |

that he spent twenty years thereafter in re-
tirement and study. and then became co-pas-

+ tor with Dr. John Owen of London, and upon

—-———

Owen's death. minister of his congregation,
until 1652, in which year he clased his®

. carcer. are almast the onlv facts that are
The former of these volumes is the last of

Sibbes. and the reader will find it to be char- -

acterized by the exccllencies which d
guish all the auther’s writing<. and form
their great merit.
ness. and power. combining cverywhere to
the production of spiritual camfort.

The sccond is the fint of the practical
works of a sound thinker. a vigomous then-
logical writer. and an carnest expastalator.
concerning whom little is knowan besides the
datc and place of his birth,

namely. lcndcrnc.« rich. |

distin- '

preserved.  But. judging from this volume,

"+ his warks are warthy of the place asvigned

to them in the scries of standard divines of
the Puritan peried now in course of publi-

. cation by Nichnl of Edinburgh.

1

These two volumes connect the third and
fourth vears” issuc of the erics. the second
bring the last of the former. and the first
the commencanent of the latter: and it is

: extremely gmatifving to find that the exten-
"sive scheme of the publisher has hitherto
- been quite a success, as, from its exceeding

That he was .« utility and extraordinary inexpensivencss to

cjected from the rectarial living of Mortlake. 1 purchasers, it deserves to be.
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Savace Arrica, being the Narrative of a
Tour in Equatorial. Southwestern, and
Northwestern Africa: By W. Winwood
Reade. Fellow of the Geographical and
Anthropological Societies of London, &e.
Montreal ; Dawson Brothers.

The appearance of this volume will tend
to quicken the interest in Africa which dis-
tinguished travellers have recently revived.
Written in a racy, humorous vein, by one
who has the faculty of turning small adven-
tures to account for the gratification of his
readers, while he possesses the art of min-
utely and vividly describing whatever he
observes, it will be found to be full of in-
struction and entertainment. We are dis-
posed to accept the narrative as truthful,
and confess to having derived much enjoy-

ment from its perusal. But we demur to ;

many of the author's opinions and conclu-
sions, notwithstanding the advantageous
circumstances under which he expresses
them. The last chapter, entitled * the re-
demption of Africa,” which professes to give
a dcliberate judgment as to the best mode
of civilizing that continent, is a most humil-
iating finalc to the beok. The author seems
thoroughly convinced of the futility of
Christian missions in Western Africa. The
Catholic religion has not succecded, and
what chance is there for the IProtestant
creed?  Marriage he considers a purcly
sccular question ; and polyzamy. which he
docs not know to be forbidden in the New
Testament. except in the casc of the clergy,
has a most salutary cffect in redeeming
Africa.  Mohammedanism, which is * the
rcligion of God.” as well as the religion
which through Moses civilized the Hebrews,
and throngh Christ the Western world, is
the grand instrumentality for African civil-
ization.  Even now the followers of Mo-
hammed. ** a scrvantof God.” - are redecm-

ing Africa.”  Mr. Reade accordingly adviscs .

the abandonment of what he calls the
absurd project of converting Mussuimans.
and eshorts Christians to aid Mohammedans
in their great work.

isTorY oF FRrIEDRICH THE SECOND:
CALLED FREDERICK THE GREAT. By
Themas Carlyle. Vol IV.  Montreal:
Dawson Brothers.

This is the last volume of a wark which

not a fow regard ac Carlyle's greatest. The

authar leaves his mark upon an intenscly
interesting portion of continental history.
and heneeforth to have mastered his * Fried-
rich the Sccond™ will be to have exhausted
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! whatsoever is worth knowing in connection
! with that name. The peculiarities of Car-
i Iyle’s style adapt themselves much better
than we had expected to the grave details
of history. Its verbal conceits, offensivé
and bothersome a little at first, soon come
: to have a charm for the reader.

. Hyyxs ror Prsric Worsuir, selected by
the Commiittee of the General Assembly
of the Church of’ Scotland on Psalmody.
A new edition, revised and enlarged.
Willilam Blackwood & Sons, Edinburgh
and London, 1864.

We have just reccived a copy of this little
work, which has been recently published at
Edinburgh. It is an improvement upon its
predecessor, but this is 21l that can be said in
its favour, and it is not much; for it was uni-
versally felt that the first edition completely
! failed of its purpose, and was quite un-
worthy of the venerable name which it bore
upon its title page.  About twenty of the
old hymns have been discarded. and about
fifty new ones added. making now a collee-
tion of one hundred and twenty. The same
want of discrimination which characterized
the former edition is again visible. both in
. the hymas which have been excluded, and in
those which have been admitted.—one or
two of the best hymns, with some of second
rate character, yet superior to the majority
in the book. unaccountably disappearing:
while of the new ones. for every hymn that
we can welcome. there are two that we must
disapprove. It is evident, upon looking over
. both collections, that very little care has
! been taken to produce a good collection,

that the true nature of a hymn is not very

well understood. neither goed nor bad hymns
+ being cstimated as they ought to be. and
' that the wide ficld now open to the compiler
has not been traversed. No language can be
too strong in condemning the wretched tam-
pering with classic lines whase beauty and
finish place them above all interference. and
in which it is for the interest of postenty
that they should go down unmolested. It
i< laughable indeed. were it not melanchaly.
to sce the change for the warse which a
nable stanza will undergo under the mani-
pulation of an unsympathetic and tasteless
“compiler.  All through these volumes a
foolish pencil has been at work with the best
hymns they contain.

We are sorryv to write in this strain of a
work which bears the tmprimatur of a Com-
_ mittee of the Church of Scatland ; but the
. interests of truth and of the Church require

1
EHl
l
:
'



THE PRESBYTERIAN.

it. The time has come when a hymn-book
will be welcomed by muny of our people.
nay, will be necessary to their comfort, and
a judicious movement we believe would have
met with entire success. We cannot regard
these two attempts of the Committee as
anything else than a befooling of the whole
subject ; and certainly as to their results,
there could be no more effective means taken
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of crushing the movement in favour of a
hymn-book.  Church committees are often
hastily and carelessly appointed, and indi-
viduals are assigned work to do for which
they have neither the inclination nor the
fitness. Judging from these two editions,
a wrong committee has been drafted ; or, if
there are good names upon it, the work is
not done.

@he Chueches and their FElissions.

Nzw Breaswick.—We have received a copy
of the printed Minutes of the Synod ia connec-
tion with the Church of Scotland, held at
Chatnam in July, but so late that we bave
little space to notice the proceedings. The
Rev. J. Wells, of New Richmond, C. E.; was
elected Moderator; but owing to an accident
which bappencd to him on his way to the Synod,
he was prevented from being present, and
the Rev. J. Kidd was chosen in Ins stead.
An appropriate tribute was inserted in the
Minutes to the memory of the late Rev. J.
Steven, of Restigouche.  Particular measures
weoe taken to secure congregational statistics.
The Synod declined to recommend any collec-
tion for the Jewish Mission Scheme. The Rev.
T.Duncan,of Charlottetown, P.E. I, and the
Hon. Joha Holmes, of Nova Scotis, were pre-
sent as corresponding members. A Committee
was appointed to consider the question of union

between the Synods of Nova Scotia and New | i

Brunswick. Full reports were preseated of
the Synod Fund, the Bursary, the Home Mis-
sion, and Orphsanage Schemes.

ScotLaxp.—Duriag the last month, six new
parishes quoad sacra have been added to the
Church of Scotland by decree of the Coumit of
Teinds. The parishes so erccted consist of the
importsnt charges of Park and Ssadyford, in
the city of Glasgow ; Morningside (Edinburgh);
Dalbeattie, in the Stewartry of Kirkcudbright;
the West Church, Cricff; and Tarbert (Argyil-
shire).

Dr. Hill, ex-Profcssor of Divinity in Glas-
gow College, is worthily interesting himself in
the formation of a Socicty to supplement small
livings in the Church of Scotland. He offers
to manage the Socicty uniil & mecting of
subscribers takes place to regulate fature pro-
cecdings.

The chief cvent of religious interest daring
<he month has been the mecting of the British
Confcrence of the Evangelical Alliance at
Edinburgh. It was arranged to have this
Edinburgh meeting in July, instead of in
September or October, &8 usual, since it was
expected that moere strangers would trasel
northward in summer than jater in the season.
The resalt did not prove the advisability of the
change. The number of English and continen-
] visitors was very small, and the Alliance,
in its extent, was not well represented. The
want of numbers was, bowever made up fo

'
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by the excellence of several of the addresses.
Those of Dr. M‘Cosh, of Belfast, on ¢ The pre-
sent tendency of religious thought in Great
Britain and Ireland;” Dr. Cairns on Dr.
Strauss's new Lcben Jesu; and Professor St.
Hilaire, of Paris, on “Evangelical Work in
France,” were of special interest.

ExGraxp.—The judgment adopted on the fa-
mous * Essaysand Reviews” isin the following
terms :—** That this Synod, baring appointed
committees of the Tpper and Lower Houses to
cxamine and report upon the volume cntitled
© Essays and Reviews,” and the said commit-
tees baving severally reported thercon, doth
hereby syuodically condemn the said volume,
as contsining teaching cootrary to the doctrine
received by the United Church of England and
Ireland, in common with the whole Catbolic
Church of Christ.”

This decision hassince been the cause of 2 most
mportant debate in the House of Lords. The
Lord Chancellor treated it with the utmost
contempt, as worthless and incompetent; as
cxposing tho bishops, if they attempted practi-
cally to carry it out, in casc of the presrntation
of the writers to livings, to the penalty of
premunire; as an attempt, in fact, if it meant
anything, to impugn the beadship of the Queen
in matters spiritual, one of the most scrious
ecclesiastical offences that could be committed.
His Lordship, between whom and the Bishop
of Oxford there is little friendship, pointing to
him as the assumed author of the senteace,
described it as “a series of well-lubricated
terms, a thing so oily and saponaccous that no
onc could graspit. Like an cel, it slips through
vour fingers. It is simply nothing; and I am
glad to tell my nodble friend, Lord Houghton,
it is simply nothing—it is literally no sentence
at all.” The Bishop of Oxford expressed his
dissent from the opinions of the Lord Chan-
celler, as well as his surprise at the spirit of his
lordship's specch. & speech which he charac-
terized as derogatory to the digaity of the
housec, and fitted only o iower his own high
position, and declared his determination at all
hazards to raise legitimately the voice of the
Church in the casc of men who were tampering
with their solemi. oaths. The following quo-
tation from the statute still in force (37 Henry
Viil. ¢. 17), scems to bear out the views of the
I.ord Chancellor. In that Act, itis declared
that the King  hath always justly been, by the
word of God, supreme head 1n earth of the
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Chutch of England, and hatk full power and
authorily to correct, pumsh, and repress all
manner of heresies, errors, vices, sins, abuses,
idolatries, hypoerisies, superstitions, spraag up
and growing with the same, and to exercise all
other munner of jurisdiztions commonly called
ccclesiastical jurisdictions.” la the same sta-
tute, it is asserted
bishops, archdeacons, and other ecclesiastical

persons have no manner of jurisdiction cecle- !

stastical, but by, under, and from your Royal
Majesty.,”  And, again, it i3 said :—* But for-
asmuch as your Mujesty is the oaly ard un-
doubted supreme head of the Church of Englang,
and atso of Ircland, to whom, by Holy Serip-
ture, all authority and power is wholly given
to hear and determine all manner of causes
ccclesiastical whatsoever, and to all such per-
sons as your Mujesty shall appoint thereunto,
thay, in consideration thereof, as well for the
instruction of ignorant persuns, as also to
avoid the oceasion of the opinion nforesaid, aud
the setiing forth of your prerogaiive royal and
supremacy,” e Christiun Work.

Irruaxp.—The following are statistics of the
Presbyterian Chuarch for the year i—

Last year 78302 families were reported as
claiming conpection swith the Church; this
year, 83,112, Last year there were 117,849
communicants on the roll; this year, 121,132,
The sittings in the churches had increased
from 212,352 to 218,156, The stipend papers
had increased froam 64,656 to 66,135,  Seat
rents paid,from 20,1417, 95,104, to 30,464/, 15, 54
The amount paid to ministers from seat rents
and supplement tegether was from 28,561
45, 34, 10 20,9100 0s. 014., giving an addition
of 13574 15s. 834, 210 manses were reported
this year, instead of 200 Iast year. The con-
gregational debt had incrcased from 44,2014
14s. 34, 10 44,2671 45, 8d. ; Sabbath collections
ircruased from 923G/, 8s. 104, to 99371 0s, 044,
The amount raised for building and debt had
fallen from 30,2731 3s. 6d. o 27,189, 6« §}d,;
and missionary collestions from 97R8L. 145, 4d.
to 96271 8s. 6§d. The contributions from
Sabbath-schools had risen f~um $38L 2. 1d. to
4528 13s. 9d.  The whole sum raised during
the vear far all purposes was 83,8500 135, 01d.,
but was less than lasi year by 7000 55, 1id.—
Ibid.

that *the archbishops, .
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Russta.~—A long and very interesting tour -

was made by wwo of aqur helpers of the
Amecrican Turkish mission last snmmer, to the
north-east, cxiending some distance into
Russin, They visited Kars, so well known in
conncction with the Crimean war, o several
places in Russia, they found the truth bad taken
voot through little or no human agency, and
was spreading in spite of bitter persccution
from the old churclies and the Goverument. In
Alexandropol, there were some i1y enlightened
persons.  One of these, a pricst who hiad exci-
ted the enmity of his bishap, by reproving him

. tion

for taking bribies, hiad been scized and impriss .

oned ar Russian soldiers. Thers, we have
lately learned, hie afterwards died from expo-
sure and privation,
at Tiflie. a very large city, they found a goodly
number, whe, under great oppression, in the
face of perscoution, and many other scrious

t

At Rakhvalley, also, and
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obsiacles, were groping their way towards the
tight.

But it is particularly worthy of mention
that they found the largest number of
enlightened persons in Ecbmiadzin which,
you are aware, is the residence of the
Catholicas, or ecclesiastical head of all the
Armenian Church.  The present incumbent of
that office is oune Matteos, formerly bishop in
this city, and well known throughout all Tur-
key as & vialent persecutor. In this small city,
~within a stonc's throw of this powerful and
relentless ecclesiastic,~where such tyranny
prevcails that they dare not sing in their secret
meetinge, nor be seen canversing together in
the streets, with no earthly spiritual guide, no
less than seventy-two bave shaken off their old
superstitions, and are diligently seeking salva-
tien through Christ alone.

This oppressed people hailed our helpers with
great joy, and enjoyed from them, though with
fear and trembling, & precious season of in-
siruction and spiritual communion. They car-
nestly begged to know 3f something could not
be done to secure to them religious freedom,
and a spiritunl gude and teacher. We are
anaions o enter these providential openings,
but at present do not deem it advisable to at-
temnt active operations within the Russian
norders. We hope, however, through the
bounty of your society, or the relieved embar-
rassments of the Doard, to be able, at an carly
day to establish a depdt of hooks, and to sup-
port a helper at Kars, from which point much
more can be donr for this poar peoplein Rus-
sia than we are able to do here.~1dd,

Ixpia.—~In common with many atherclements
of Goverament dealings with the natives of
Iadia, Education has been liberalised, its
sphere enlarged, and its whole tone improved.
It has risen greatly in the character anéd atlain-
ments of the gentlemen who are Professars ap-
pointed to the different Government Colleges.
While all a:e expected to be scholars, several
are also Christian men of name and weight in
the Church of Christ. The range of studies
now includes » large amonnt of History tanght
from the best authoritics of modern days;
Mental and Moral Philosophy, as taught by Sir
William Hamilton and Dr. Mansel, Dr. Way-
Iand and Dr, Payne: Political Eeonowy, as
tanght by Joba Stuart Mill; with Logic and
Rluictoric, and other studies, expounded in books
of equal weight and warth. Teachers nre no
longer restrained from giviag moral instruction,
and even those direcet Christian explanations
which spring naturally from the day’s lesson.
Ordatned clergymen are na loagecineligiblens
professors in these fustitutiens. In fact, all the
branches of 2 lhiroad and varied system of
Educatian, intcllectual and moral, arc ably
tanghy, aud only that direct religious instruc-
is wantiag which the Government
declines to givc.  Hut even that is nof altoge-
ther absent.  All Gavernment Schools and
Cullepes are surrounded by missionary and
Christirn influence, wnd their stadents are to
no smail extent infincnced by the cfforts of
missianaries, as well ag by the Christian in-
struction flaating thraugh the cauntry at large.
A large proporiion of these students get hold
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of Christian books and portions of the Bible:
and they are also in constunl communication
with Christian converts. These things are
more completely true of Calcutta, the hend-
quarters of Governmment Educntion in Bengal,
than of other parts of the country.

Is it not then very hard, isit not even unjust,
t0 call this system of Education godless? Cer-
tainly its aims are oot so.  1tg spicitis uot so.
Its Eaglish teachers are not so. The influences
which surround it are pot so. Can its studics
any longer be characterised ag godless, either
from deficiency of range, from wilful omission,
or the unchwistian character of the writers,

whose works are the authorities recognized 7—
Ibid,

Tue New Hesmipes Missios.~The New
Bebrides were first discovered by Quires in
1606. Quiras had been major pilot to Mendans
in bis voyages of discovery. He supposed the
New Hebrides to be purt of the great southern
coatinent—ihe object that filled the imagina-
tions of ull the early adcenturers,—and called
it Tierra del Espirite Santo. In the large Bay
of Bt. Jage, in the north cnd of the largest
island, he founded a town, which he called La
Xueve Jerusalem—The New Jerusalem—but
which was subsequently abandoned. Nothing
more was knowa of this group for mere than
a century and a half. In 1768, Bougainville
ascertzined that the land discovered by Quiras
was not a centinent, L:ta group of islands.
He sailed through the passage that bears his
name, between Mallicalo and Espiritu Santo,
landed upon the Isle of Lepers, nnd ealled the
group by the name of the Great Cyclades. In
1773, Captain Cook explored the entire group,
and called them the New Hebrides, supposing
them to be the mo3t western islands in the
Pacific. The New Hebrides gro»p extends to
about 400 miles in Jengih, Iymng N.N.W. and
S.8.E. between 21 degrees and 15 degrees S,
latitude, and 171 degrees and 166 degrees B,
longitude. ‘They lic ncarly duc north of New
Zealand.,  There are from twenty to thirty
islands in the group, ten of which are of consid-
erable extent,

After Cook's exploration, this group attracted
no notice for more than sixty years. 1t is only
within the last quarter of a century ar so that
missions and the sandal-woad trzde have
brought them somewhat prominently before
the public. Erromange, one of the islands of
this group, has abtained a world-wide notoriety
from the lives of foar missionaries being sacri-
ficed in the attemspt to introduce the Gospel
among its benighted and degraded inhabitants.
1a 1823, the first cffort was mnde to introduce
the Gospel into the New lcbrides by John
Williams. He left Samuan teachers on Tanna ;
but on the following day he and bis young
fricnd larris fell martyrs at Dilton’s Bay, Erro-
mango. la 1861, Mr. and Mrs Gordon fell
¥iclims, near the same place, to the blind fury
of the superstitions natives.

The pext attempt 1o cstablish & mission on
Tanae was made by the Rev. Messrs, Turner
and Nished, in 1842, They laboured, with
much encouragement, for about seven months;
but an epidemic breaking out, war follawed,
and they were obliged te ereape for theic lives.

271

Several of the islands continued to be occupied
by teachers, but it was not till 1848 1hal any
 part of the growp way again occupied by mis-
i sioparies.  That year Mr. Geddie, from the
! Preshyterian Churchk of Nova Scotia, and Mr.
Powell, of the London Missicnary Sotiety, from
Samos, settled on Ancityum. At the end of
the first year, Mr. Powell returned to his formet
field of labour in Samoa. Fer the next ithree
years, Mr. and Mrs. Geddie taboured alone, In
1852, { arrived from New Zealand, where { had
been labouring for nmearly eight vears, partly
rmong the natives, and parily among the
Scotch settlers. Qur arrival was at a2 most
| opportune juncture: various forms of oppo-
. sition had been removed ; s movement in favour
of Christianity had just commenced, and weo
arrived just at the most favoursble time for
assisting to carry it forward. In less than six
years after our arrival, in less than ten years
after the settlement of missionaries, the whole
popuiation (3500) had abandoned heathenism
and placed themselves under Christian instrac-
tion. In 1837, Mr. Gordon arrived from Nova
Scotia, and was sctied oa Erromango, where
he and Mrs. Gordon laboured for four years
with considerable encouragement, and without
any apparcat danager, titl the measles broke out,
and the people were dying by hundreds on ull
sides of them. Itis a fixed article of belief
throughout all those istands, that neither death,
disease, nor any catamity, is occasioned by
natural causes: they are all produced by sor-
cery and witcheraft, Their sacred mwn are all
discase-makers. The missionacies are all sacred
men: they administer medicines, and profess to
cure disrases; aud the natural inference 13,
that if they can cure, they can also cause
disease. Working on this fecling, during this
awiully exciting time, an enemy to the mission,
it is confidently said, instigated the natives
against the missionary and his wife, /s causing
the epidemic. The welancholy result is already
stated, .
The following year, 1858, three more mis-
siovaries joined ws~Mr. Mautheson, from the
Presbyterian Church of Nova Scolia, and
Messts. Paton and Capelend, from the Reform-
ed Preshyterian Church in Scotiand. These
three brethren were Jocated on Tanus. lIm
1§59, my wife and 1, recompanied by & antive
of Ancityum, retureed home in the ¢ John
Williams,” that I might superiutend  the
printing of the New Testament in the Jangnage
of Auncityum. Mr. Caopelard teok charge of
our station during our absence. In 1860, Mr.
and Mrs. Johnston arrived from Nova Scotig,
angd were settled on Tanoa. Al was cacour-
agement xad prosperity in our mission,till 1859,
Ancityum wag Christianised, Erremango and
Tanna were supplicd with missionaries; and
three other islanés, Aniws, Fotuna, nad Faié,
were supplicd with teachers, and ready for the
receplion of missionaries. It seemed 1o be only
a question of time, that, humanly speaking,
could bo almost safely catculated, when these
five islands would also be Christina : but the
Lord's thoughts arc not as man’s thovghts.

{
?
!

# God moves in & mysterious way
His wonders to perform.”

Our first trinl was in 1839, on the death of

PPN
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Mrs. Paton: she died six months after ber ar-
rival on theisland. 1861-2 were,however,the two
great years of trial to this mission : in the end |
of 1860, the measles were brought from Sydney |
to these islands by two saudal-wood vessels.
1t would appear as if no care whatever bad
been taken by thase oa board to prevent the
infection from spreading : it would scem as if
they purposely tried to spread the disease,
gspecially at the stations occupied by mission-
aries and teachers. The results were fearful;
on Aneityum more than a third of the popu-
lation were consigned to their graves; on |
Erromango the mortality seems 1o have been
still greater. About the same time a fearful
burricane once and again passed over those
islands, destroying or damaging mission build-
ings to a great extent, and laying waste the
houses and food plsntations of the patives;
these were followed Uy nartial famine, which
greatly aggravated the calanity caused by the
measles.  Mr. Johnston died oo Tanna about
six mouths after his arrivei; Mr. and Mrs.
Gordon were massacred on Erromango. az
stated above: a fine new church was burned on
Asncityum ; this was the work of a superstitions |
heathen, one of a few stragglers that still cluag
in heart rather then life to the fuith of their
fathers.  This year was altogethier onc of un-
preccdented trial both to the missionaries and
the natives. In 1862 another great hurricane
passed over the islands, laying waste every-
thing in its progress, but was withal less de-
structive than those of the preceding vear.
War broke out on Tanna; and in conscquence
of this, both the mission stations were broken |
up, and the misstonaries fled to Ancityum to |
save their Bives. Mr. Matheson's health was ¢
in a precarious state when he fiest arrived here, |
and Mrs. Matheson, though in good health, i

was not robust. They suffered so much during
those trying times, that Mrs. Matbeson died six
weeks after her return teo Aneityum. Mr. |
Matheson sursived six mounths, but died on |
Macé, whither he had gone for a change of air. |
Mr. Paton, being driven from Tanna, with no !
immedinte prospect of resuming bis labours
there, was appointed by his brethren to visit i
Australin, and bring the claims of this mission !
before the Clirtstinn public there, especinllr the |
Presbyterinns. The resolt of his appeals on be- i
half of the New Hebrides Mission, — his !
raising nearly 5000/, in the different colo- !
nies for the new mission veasel, for the bringing ¢
aut of new missionaries and for the support of |
native teachers,—these things are all well !
known. Our new vessel has been built in |
Nova Scotin, and is, as we hope, at this time
on her way out to those islands with a reinforce-
ment of missionarics. Mr. Paton bas reinrned
1o Scotland to try and ohtain a larger staff
of missionaries for the New Hebrides; for
truly the barvest here is plenteous, but the
labourers are few.  Mr. and Mrs. Geddie, after
neacly sixicen years of hard, incessant lnbour
on this islang, are about to payx a vistt to Nova
Scotia, with the view of recruiting their bealth
and awakeaing & deeper interest in bebalf of
this group.

But some may be disposed to say ; What has |
been accomplished by all this expenditure of ¢
men and money,—all this waste of life and '

: and eaten.
i anchor, after grave debate on the part of the

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

labour? To a superficial observer the results
might appear very small; but to those who
look decper, the results, as a whole, are
worthy of all the expenditure. On all these
six istands o great amount of knowledge and
experience has been gained, which will be of
great sdvantage in future operaticns. On
every one of them deep impressions in favour
of Clristianity bave been mage, Opn all of
them we have & native agency more or less
numerous. On Erromango we bhave a few
church members, cad o considerable nunber
who profess Christianity and meet every Sab-
bath for public worship. Within the last few
months there has been a decided reaction there
in favour of Christianity. Wehave two teach-
ers and their wives from this island residing on
Erromango. They bave written to us lately,
requesting us to send the other four. On Faié
we have a chureh formed, containing about
thirty members, and about 200 who profess
Christianity, and maintain the worship of Geod.
On Faté they bave never bad a missionary
residing among them. The work has aill been
accomplished by native teacbers from Samoa
and the Hervey Islands; Iatterly natives from
this island have gone to their assistance. The
John Willinms visits all these isinnds once a
year, and we co-operate with the agents of the
London Missionary Society,

On Ascityum, for yenrs past, the whole po-
palation bas been urder Christian instruction.
War, murder, cannibalism, the stranguiation of
widows, and infanticide : il the cruclties and
all the abominations of heathenism have passed
away. DPeace and quietness sre everywhere
enjoyed ; life and property are as seeure as in
any part of Christendom. It is littie more than
thirty years since the first ship was secen on
the shores of Aneitynm. The aatives thought
it was o nafmas or god. A white man was put
ashore and left; for what cause is unknown.
Be was carefully scrutinised, then killed, cooked
When the first vessel came to

natives as to what was to be done, & party of
the most courageons spirits set off to the vessel
in a canoe, bearing as an offering cocon nuts,
bapaans, and tare. As they approached the
vessel, they saw the men on board smoking
tobaceo ; it was a practice utterly unknown to
them, ¢ Sec, see,” theyr said to one another,
1 these are the nalmasses of the sun: they are
all eating fire!" Now, however, Christianity
and civilisation are advancing as rapidly oz
this island, in proportion to the lengih of time
they have been introdueed, as they are doing
in any of the Christinniscd isiands of the Pacific.
The Sabbath is a day of uwubroken religious
rest. Family worship night and merniug is

! universal. We have about sixty schools, taught

by native teachers, at which the whole pop-
ulation arc learning to read, and a large num-
ber to write and cipher. The whole of the
New Testament, nnd several books of the Old,
arc now printed and in the hands of the natives.
We have about 400 church members on the
islnnd ; cach missionary has a session, consist-
ing of n good staff of elders and deacons. At
the half-vearly communion st Mr. Geddic's
station, five weeks ago, there were present three
missionaries, twenty-five clders and doeacons,
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about 300 communicants, and a congregation
of about 830, At the communion at my sta-
tign, & month before that, I admitted forty-four
new members.  Neone, however, had been
admitted for a twelvemonth before.
returs, Mr, Copeland bad a class of candidates,
containing upwards of fifty, meeting weekly
for instruction. Of these the session were
unanimous in admitting forty-four. The rest
were detained for further instruction, and a
longer trial of character. The atiendance upon
both churches and schools is remarkably good ;
better in proportion to the population than I
have ever seen it.  The prospects of the mission
ox this island are altogether very encouraging ;
the severe trials through which the natives
kave passed bave not shaken theic faith in the
truth and power of the Gospel. They were
never more attentive to the means of grace than
they are at present, or living appareatly more
under the influence of God’s Word and Spirit.

In August last we received 2000 copics of
the Ancityum New Testament, sent out by the
British and Foreign Bible Society. We lost no
time in letting the natives have access to the
Testaments ; upwards of a thousand copies are
already in their hands; and they are reading
them with great interest. As they are being
paid for, not by individuals, each one for him-
self, but by contributions from the entire com-
musnity, we have done with the Testaments as
we have done with all our other books—we
have distributed them by merit: we have given
them to the best readers first, and only to those
who can rend tolerably well ; we make them
prizes to be contended for, but prizes which
eVETY one may obtain.

The natives have as yet no money, but they
give willingly of what they have. Wa have
tatroduced the cultivation of cotton this year;
and we at one time thought of making them
pay for their Testaments from their first year's
cotton crop; but te say nothing of the fact,
thatit will be nearly a twelvemonth before
hat can be in the market, I found, on our
return to this island in July last, that the
natives were collecting and preparing a large
quantity of arrowroot, &5 n contribution to the
mission, and there was also a quantity Iving
over from the previous year. Inald the circum-
stances of the case, we advised the natives to
appropriate this as part payment for their
Testaments. It has been prepared with great
care, under the superintendence of the mission-
aries, henee we can warrant its being genuine,
We are very desirous that the natives should
pay for the whale of the Testaments, and that
their arrowroot should be sold to the best ad-
vantage. We are consigring it to carnest
friends of our mission in different parts of Aus-
ualia, New Zealand, and at home. We are
scnding off just now sbout 6300 Ids.

The cotton enterprise promises well; the
vatives are taking up the caltivation of the
plant with much encrgy. There is not nscttle-
went on this island in which there is not more
or less planted. Cotton ig indigenous to this
island ; it grows the whole year round, nnd
Fields two crops in the year. We have heen
supplied with the best foreign sced from Man-
chester.  The seed sown in July and August is
aet only in blossom, but ig fast opening its
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snaw-white sitky fibres to the sun. The season,
100, hins been very propitious; the carth, with
maternal foundness, opened her soft, warm
bosom to receive the fecble nursting; the
paternal svn  smiled most luvingly on t’hc
timid, trembling exile; and the genial skies
shed copiows tears of sympathy on this foriorn
but promisiug stranger. Under these fosteriag
influences, it is fast growiang up into loving
favour, and is becoming the admiration of the
whole island. The fact that it is coming so fast
to maturity, and promising such s speedy return
is giving very seasible support to the ratier
weak and faltering faith of the planters.

When fully Christingised, but niot til} Chiris~
tianised, the commercial value of thescistands
will become great.  The present island trade
is doing little or nothing to benefit the natives
or develop the resonrces of the islands. In
108t cases it is doing the very opposite; itis
carried on at great risks; it may earich a few
individuals ; it bas done so; bot it is doing
nothing for the genera! or permanent interests
either of commerce or humanity. These islands
are totally unfit for coloatsing purposes: the
climate is unbealthy, and there is no extent of
unoccupicd Jand. But as fac and as fast as the
natives are Christianised, they will caftivawe
and sell cottom, coffee, arrowroot, cocoa-nut
oil, oranges, aud other tropical productions, and
purchase manufactured goods in return, What
has been done on one island may, with tie
blessing of God, be as soon and as cflectually
done over the whole group, if the wmissionasy
sgency and the money power are supplied to
the requisite amount. If we take the whole
history of the South Sca Missions as the basis
of our caleniations, we find that on an average
cvery missionary seut forth to these islands
gathers in 2000 converts, 200 of whom are
church members ; and every 1904 expended on
these missions supplies the money power
requisite for bringing 100 heathens to the pro-
fession of Clristianity, ten of whom will be
members of the visible church. In the face of
all these facts, we do trust that the Churches
of New South Wales and of all Australia will
awaken to a full sense of the obligations rest-
ing upon thein, to extend the kaowledge of the
Gospel among those benighted and degraded,
but hopeful islaunders. They and others res-
ponded nobly to the first appeal made in bebalf
of this group ; but we hope that this will be
simply an earnest of general, sustained, /ud
permanent cfforts to bring the multitude of
these isles under the dominion of Him who is
the Prince of Peace, and the Author of cternal
salvation.—Reo. John Inglis,

Prack asp Houixess.~~We must alwars take
it for granted, if we can dare to sin, or can
dare to neglect our duty, under an apprehea-
sion of the safety of our state, hewever obtain-
ed, or hewever proved, that we do not now
understand the true grace of God; for that
makes all who understand it to know and fecl
that it teaches them 1o deny all wngodliness
and wortdly lusts, etc. The satisfaction which
the Gospel affords is such, thata person cannot
izdulge sin without losing that satisfaction,
hecanse, in so doing, his heart says that nod
Christ, but self] is his bope.
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QAtticles Selected.

DAN, THE BOY BISHOP,*

Was the title of a school-fellow whose pre-
mature Zravity, uncommon genius, and eccen-
tric acquirements, suggested to his contempo-
raries their prediction of his brilliant future,
The school cousecrated him a prelate before he
reached his teens. There was a curious medi-
wxval expression in his face, which irresistibly
reminded you of the sculptures of old bishops
and mitred abbots niched up inancient minsters
and abbey walls. His very limbs seemed pre-
maturely set. His tone of voice tolled preco-
ciously deep and solemn, like a knell ; and his
style of amusement was sombre, quiet, and
mechanical. I don't mean to infer all this un-
geasonable eccentricity was desiruble. On the
contrary, if it had been assumed it would have
been absurd and highly objectionable, but it
was as much part and parcel of his nature &s
the playfulness and thoughtlessness of ordinary
boys. Hismild, unobtrusive way of conducting
himself on all occasions, made his gravity as
much a check on anything unseemly among the
boys as if he had been a junior master. It was
a queeranachronism, the appearance of this tiny
competitor in the higher forms standing side by
side with boys head and shoulders taller and
stones heavier and stronger than himself. He
was the son of & widow of anaval captain, who
bad little else beyond her pension to subsist on.
She was a quaint clever little body, like her
son. The resemblance between mother and
child inciuded the moral ag well as physical
iincaments. She had begur his education almost
in the cradle, and he took to it as kindly as if
it was another shape of hismother’s milk. He
cantered school at nine yearsof age, in the third
form, and never lost & step from the day he
started on the race for the small but symbolical
honours of the academy. He knew he had no
dependence except upon himself and the bless-
ing of God. Iadustry was his sole patrimony.
e must make himself, if he was ever to become
anything. The young wrestler in the game of
life begnan to play the hero before he knew what
heroism meaut. e had a distinct, perbaps
occasionally & bitter perception of the privations
which his mother practised for his sake to meet
his school expenses ; and as she exhibited her
care for him in the form of sacrifice and self-
denial, his love for her insensibly partook of
the same character. He felt that she and he
had a hard campaign to fight through; and he
fought it with ber side by side, and inch by
inch, like a fine little fellow as he was, worthy
of such a fine little mother as she was. So he
wrought manfully at his studies from bis ear-
liest boyhood, and had little of the boy about
him, as if that were a luxury beyond his means.
Dearlad! when some thoughtless young spend-
thrifts of their pence made fun of him for in-
vesting his scanty pocket-money on second-
hand school books to keep the costof new ones
out of the half-year's school-bill, they little

* From * Old Fricnde, and what became of ¢ hem.'
London: Jamoe Nisbet & Co.

thought what a pleasure the young frugal one
was purchasing to himself in that shape, in the
way of emulating his mother’s sacrifice, and
literally ‘booking” the incident to tell her the
next holidays. In his case economy was ..lial
piety. In every case, uschool-boy’s gratuitous
profusion is an unfilial sin. Boys don't suffi-
ciently estimate this point, They can earn
nothing for their parents during their pupilage,
but they can save much; “a peany saved isa
penny got.” Every shilling a boy fairly eco-
nomizes, is a personal contribution in that
shape to the necessary cost of his education and
subsistence. My dear boys, think of this, and
act upon it more than most of you do. Don't
attachsuch little importance to the items which
¢ go with the bill.” Recollect who has to pay
it. You really ought to make the self-denial
which so often is compulsory on the limijted
means of parents to meet their boys’ bills, at
least as light as may be compatible with the
object of your being sent to school. Most of
us might have been all the better for a leaf cut
out of Danay’s book. His education was the
cheapest of us all, and the most successful of
us all. But I won't anticipate. Dan was
devoted to hisschool work. It was his business,
his religion. Learning was the form of bis
obedience to God's law of labour. His books
were not the substitutes for personal piety, but
the daily line of duty which dcveloped and
applied it. There was not a devouter boy in
tho school in the more direct impulses and ob-
servances of religion ; only his religious prin-
ciple was not an isolation,a moral estrangement
from other obligations of life, but the sanctify-
ing element which pervaded, raised and influ-
eoced them all. The school-boy who merely
says his prayers and merely says his lessons,
reduces church and school to similar formalities,
and makes no real heart progress nor head pro-
gress in one or the other. Danny was atsclool
cight years, and for the last two of them stood
primus, nay facile princeps, of the sixth form.
As the head boy of the whole school, we reck-
oned him 2 miracle of precocious learning. He
obtained an exhibition at Oxford, and removed
thither in bis cighteenth year. At his college,
which he cntered as a servitor, he further ob-
tained a collego scholarship; so that, by dint
of frugal habits and uniform self-denial, he was
in & position to meet his expenses. All would
have gone on smoothly but that, in the provi-
dence of God, during bis second year symptoms
of phthisis appeared, and he was ordercd to
winter in & warmer climate. The difficulty was
the expense. A young surgeon coolly assured
a poor half-starved patient who was rapidly
sinking from exhaustion : “Poob, pooh, ] dozen
of good port will set you all to rights.” ¢ But
where can I get the port 7¥ inquired the suf-
ferer.

It was pretty much so with Danny and his
mother. A winter in the south of France might
save his life, but where was the cost Lo come
from 7 The widowed lady had straitened, bared,
and even anticipated her limited resources, to
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support her darling so many years at school;
had borrowed money rrom friends to furnish
Danny’s outfit and start on his University course.
Means and measures were alike exhausted.

What more could she do? There was no alter- |

native except the sale of her bits of furniture;

breaking up her home, and embarking her last |

proceeds on the fond adventure of her boy’s
prospects.  She did not hesitate, though the
parting with some of ber cffects cost her many
a retrospaclive pang ; and the sale of trinkets
of her youth and of her early married life, was
like & final divorcing her from the memories of
happier, sunnier days, before she had come in
contact with the sharp exactions of joverty.
There was 4 little auction then in the wido'ws

house. Some of the less kindly disposed among .

her neighbours whispered she was ‘“sold up for
rent.” Others insinuated Danny’s “extrava-
gance up at Oxford had brought his mother
into difficulties.”
reason why,” believed it, so far sympathized

with the brave little gentlewoman as to buy at :

the sale several articles at fifty per cent. below
their value.
baker she had dealt with above twenty years,
bought in the Captain's portrait; and a learned

cordwainer, who was ‘“proud of s ocin’ a !

scholar like little Danny,” bougit his mother’s
portrait; and both the wortby tradesmen begged

Mrs. W’s. acceptance of *the pictures” next ;

day. The seifishness of their neighbours was
more on the surface than in their bearts.
mother and son had ‘carried their cup so
evenly.” Their integrity shone out so brightly
in their comparative penury, like stars more
brilliant for the clear frost through which they
glistened, that none who knew them could
choose but admire them. The cmigration of
the widow, with ber pallid sickly son, to the
warmer temperature of the back of the Isle of

Wighbt, elicited general sympathy. Lots of !

little portable articles of use, which they could
take away with them, instead of heing removed
by the purchasers after tie auction, were pre-
seated, in short, feeling, respectful notes of
condolement and good wishes, to the widow
Jady. In fact, to a considerable extent, ber
friends availed themselves of the opportunity
of the auction to raise an indirect testimoniai
of their appreciation of hier character, in the
shape of the purchase-money of articles which
were thusretarned to her. O thou blessed and
compassionate Fathier of the fatherless and God
of the widow, how often and in how many ways
dost thou bring it to pass that “out of the
ealer should come forth mcat, and out of the
strong should come forth swcetness.”

Dan and his mother were cheered by these !

tokens of affection.  They were too poor not to

value these ncighbourly helps, and not too |

prond gratefully to accept them. On the
morning of their-departure from Cosham to the
picr at Portsmouth, the old shoemaker, himself

& studious, clever man, with an unbounded .

respect for learaing, waited on © Master Danny”
with a new pair of boots, and asked if hie might
have the honour “o'fitten’ a farewell pair on to

the fect o' the greatest scholar and the littlest

man as he ever knew.”
Dan thankfully sat down, not a little affected
at bis old fricnd’s kindness, and putting oug

A few indeed heard ‘ the .

But hold hard that sneer :—the |
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' his tiny feet, the good cordwainer heartily and
reverently pulled on the boots ; and then, while
still on his knees, nking Danny's hund, as if
the chair were a throne and Danny a king
seated on it, he respectfully kissed it and said,
¢ with a homely burst of homage, * that this
haud, before it be many years older, will be the
hand of a bishop,—or ¢lse the more glorious
palm  of an angel, in heaven! Good-bye, sir;
goud luck to you, and the good lady the mother
as bore ye, and loves ye, and i3 proud on ye:
80 she ou't to be, butain't prouder on ye than
the old shoemaker, ag begs a pair o' yer old
shoes for a keepsuke in the room of them boots,
which the Lord give ye health and happiness
to wear down to the wely, and then send ‘em
, back to me 10 mend ‘em." )
{  The worthy baker had called over-night to
| say ‘ bis covered cart was goin’ in town fora
; loud o’ biscuits in the morning, and would be
glad to give them aund their luggage a cart to
; the steamer.” It would save a deal of money,
so the arrangemen. was very acceptable. Ac-
* cordingly, at the appointed hour, Dun and the
buker managed to pack inside, or on the roof
all their few rer.aining gocds and chattels;
and cheered by the friendly adieus and good
wishes of their old acighbours, the widow and
ber son were driven the five miies to the shore,
and embarked for the Isle of Wight. Ventnor
is 83 warm or warmer than any winter quarter
round the coast, but the season was unusually
severe, and tried Danny's constitution to its
utmost powers of endurance. He grew weaker
Constant medical
attendance, the cost of furnished lodgings, and
expensive diet for the invalid, made sad in-
i roads on their little canital, Dan was ordered
to cease all reading, to keep perfectly quiet and
unexcited, and to live as much as possible in
the same temperature. Twice during that
weary winter he was brought into crises of im-
minent danger by the breaking of a bloodves-
sel. His state of health grew daily more pre-
carious. The winter passed—spring was far
advanced, yet he had not recovered strengih
cnough to resume his studies, much less to re-
turn to Oxford. Summer set in, and the air of
Ventnor no longer suited the invalid. He
needed a more bracing atmosvhere. Their
nearly exhausted means left them no resource
but to return to Cosham, where they were able
to procure a very humbie lodginr, and lived in
The old
shoemaker found them ont, and begging Dan-
ny's pardon, looked at the soles of his boots.
He shook bis head on observing how Pitle they
were worn, indicating the little cxercise the
poor invalid youth, confined to his apartment,
could have taken. ¢ Al,” said the old man,
¢ them soles give more odds for the angel nor
the bishop. 1 doubt the wearer has been
twrarin’ out instead o' the boots, The Lord
lov ye, poor Master Dan, I wish ye could ha'
worn ‘em better nor that.  They're not the fit
they was, I'm afeared.”

Summer gently stole into autumn, and
autumn dropt noislessly, as onc of its own
leaves on the greensward, into winter again
before Dan was sufficicntly renovated to in-
. dulge the hope of resuming his college carcer.

He however got back at last, having lost a
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year. He was advised to resume his book-
work cautiously, take exercise moderately, and
avoid excitement. The widow engaged apart-
ments in Oxferd, and her son lived with her.
They practised the most rigid economy. The
hope of academical distinction had faded away
with Danny's health, and he dared not recover
lost time by extra exertion lest it should preci-
pitate & retucn of his malady. So he read on
steadily, but not hard. Never a day passed
without astep onward. He looked above for
strength and succour ; neither neglected his
religious duties nor his studies, and both made
progress together. He was often bard put to
for books—new and expensive books beyond
his means,~—but somehow or other, now through
the sale of other books, then through the loan
of a friend, it generally happened that he pro-
cured what he wanted. Atlength he wentin
for his Degree, and anxiously, at the close of
each day's examination, mother and son con-
versed together on the amount of answering
he had been equal to ; and both were satisfied
he should pass creditably, if with no great
eclat. 1t was the crisis of Danny’s after-life,
the result of those few days of trial and intense
excitement. They were soon over, acd after
the usual interval the classlists were published,
and Danny ran home to his mother, his eyes
overflowing with tears of joy all the way,
breathless and panting to tell her the glorious
news, which, when he reached her, he could
not tell—his heart was in his mouth and
choked his utterance—he could only look wil-
dly at her moving face for a moment or two,
and then getting out—* Hurrah, mother!”
threw himself on her dear neck, and faintly
wwhispered ¢ First class.” Yes, the noble little
Danny had scored another name on the escut-
cheon of the school ; had multiplied its honours
by the addition of his own; had recompensed
his admirable mother for all her trials, priva-
tions, and anxieties, and secured under God a
provision and a standing for thembothin after
life. It wasa moving as well as esemplary
spectacle, which the world saw not, but which
the cyc of God approved, when mother and son
fell instinctively upon their knees and conse-
crated this happy tidings by an act of devout,
heartfelt thanksgiving to the blessed Lord who
loved the young son of Zebedee, and vouchas-
fed him the august title, open still to all who
believe in Him and gserve Him, ¢ The disciple
whom Jesus loved.”

When little Danny walked into the theatre
on Degree day to be admitted B.A., leaning on
the arin of his litile mother, both in black
gowns, and as near a height as possible, but for
the bit of a boanet both might have been taken
for incepting bachelors. They were no soaner
recogmised than the galleries raised a desafening
shout for the littic lady, ¢ the first-class
man’s mother,” and then a still louder shout for
Danny himself. The publicity, the enthusiasm,
the horour donc her for her son’s sake, rather
frightened the widow, and the continnance of
the applause overcame her; she felt faint,
and to avoid & scene sat down, and & gush of
exulting tears relieved her. The formalities
were soon over, and the widow walked out of
the theatre on the aim of the Bachelor of Arts,
2ooking proudly anu lovingily on his symboli-
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cal hood and bands, as who ghould say, ‘My
son,—my Danny,~—oh, if his poor father had
seen this day !—Thy will be done.” Thus Dan-
ny gained a first! He stood at college where
he had stood at school, number one. A first-
class man at Oxford is 2 mede man for life ;
¢ hasg all the world before him where to choose.”
Spite of ill health and of a lost year, the
sound scholarship which was in him overcame
these obstacles, so fatal to the desultory or
imperfect student, who, unpossessed of literary
capital to fall back upon, has to condense into
the brief collegiate course the energy and ap-
plication essential to & high position which had
been far better spread over several previous
years of mental training.

With such a degree he had no difficulty in
immediately obtaining pupils at & high scale of
remuneration. He removed into the country,
aund in due time was ordained upon & rural
cure in their old neighbourhood, the limited
duties of which did not prevent his coatinuing
his pupils. He and his excellent mother were
rapidly placed in circnmstances of comparative
affluence. Their humble benefactors in the
time of their need received an ample recompense
in having the supply of the very large esta-
blishment which the widow and her son con-
ducted. In this ficld of real usefulness to his
pupils, alike in a spiritual and intellectual
point of view, Danny laboured for many years.
At length a colonial bishoprie, involving also
the charge of an institution for the training of
a pative ministry, becoming vacant, Danny
was selected alike on the score of character
and learning. He accepted the post on con-
dition of his beloved mother accompany.ng him
to the scenc of bis distant labours. It was so
agreed between them, and the prediction of
his school-fellows was thus fulfilled ; * the Boy
Bishop” was consecrated to the see o .
There for a few years, and only a few, he lived
and laboured, bat fell a victim to the climate
at an age so carly as scarcely to have lost the
soubriquet of ¢ the Boy Bishop,” so young was
he in years, and so much younger still in figure
and personal expression. The Right Rev.
Danizl, Lord Bishop of—, lics beneath an
aisle of the lowly minster which he had been
permitted to add to the accommodation of his
Cathedral Church. His pious mother, “a
widow indeed,” and ¢ 3 mother in Israel,”
returned to her own land, not sighing, like
Naomi, ‘ Csll me Mara, for the Lord bath
dealt bitterly with me,” but bowing down in
meek submission to His will who gave and had
taken away, acknowledging in both issues,
“ Blessed be the name of the Lord."—Family
Treasury.

ON THE DUTY OF GIVING.

The end of the gospel i3 to bring about a
state of matters which has all along been jud-
ged Utopian—that state when the disturbed
equilibrinm of socicty shall be perfectly restor-
ed, and * all men's good shall become each
man's rule.” It surely cannot be deemcd pre-
sumption to assert that that perfect balance
which exists in all the arrangements of nature,
should also be manifested ia all the arrange-
ments of society. Lot the atmosphere be ex-



THE PRESBYTERIAN.

hausted in one quarter of the globe, immediately
innumerable currents would meet upon the
vacaot space, rushing in to supply the want.
Poverty and heathenism constitute what may
be called a social vacvum, one whichisintended
to be naturally and immediately supplied by
the superfluity of others. For it will not do
always to assert that these evils are ordin-
ances of God. If they could not be remedied
by the charity and wisdom of man, they would
‘be ; but not when they are manifestly the
result of man’s cruelty and neglect. Then it
is not God that ordains, but man that hinders.
All the arrangements of wature, which are
immediately under the control of God, are in
perfect bharmony. And so would those of
society be, were they not left to the adminis-
tration of selfish and sicful man. Now the
ework of Christianity is to remedy these evils
-—10 bring back upon the world that flood of
Tove which influenced the early Church, when
<¢ they had all things common,”—a communism
very different, be it remarked, from those mad
doctrines which in modern times bave been
inculcated under the nawe. The gospel is
against all sudden and artificial changes which
would anticipate natural and far distant results.
But that the communism of the early Church
in goods and substance is a type and prophecy
of what the Church in & higher sense shall yet
manifest, no one can doubt who perceives that
-even now men are beginning more to glory,
not in what they can amass, but in what they
<ar bestow.

Charity as a duty cannot be an easy thing.
No duty, indeed, can be said to be. True, the
yoke is easy and the burden light to those who
have thoroughly learned, and who can love it ;
but before any onc bas learncd to love his
-duty, he must have expended no small amount
of carc and sclf-denial. This is eminently
true of charity, the proper exercise of which
is most difticult, requiring thoughtfulness,
habitual energy, anxious arcd earnest prayer.
Without these there is no sccurity that your
giving will not barm, and prove a curse instead
of a blessing. We must distinguish between
charity and the liberality with which it is cften
<confounded. Liberality is blind and unthink-
ing, the result of momentary enthusiasm
manifested perbaps at long, and at least most
uncertain, intervals. It is purely impulsive,
and therefore, more likely to be exercised for
the gratification of self than from a sense of
duty. 1t may spring from a variety of motives
—from respect to the person who solicits it,
from self-respect to rival the gift of & neigh-
bour, or frox & dim and undefined idea that it
ds generous to give. Charity can spring from
only oce—a thorough realisation of our obli-
gation to give, and of our special obligation in
the particular case.

The difference is very beantifully illustrated
by an cpisode in the life of St. Paul. Once—
<ither through the national calamities or the
persecutions which they had to cndure—the
Christians in Jerugalem were reduced to the
straits of proverty; and St. Paul, in the cxer-
<ise of his ministry, solicited the charity of his
Gentile converts toward their relief. For this
purpose he wrote to Corinth, exhorting that
“ on the first day of the week cvery one was

| proper spirit of charity.
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to lay by in store as God hath prospered him,”
—specifying as hig reason for this, * that there
be no gatherings when I come.” Yet who does
not see that, if a liberal collection was all that
he desired, his end would have been more effec-
tually gained had he waijted till he came.
Surely his personal influence among them, his
wondrous eloguence, would have secured a
contribution far greater.  Yet he preferred the
charity that was regularly and steadily given
in the manaer prescribed, to the most abundant
fruits of impulsive liberality. And wherefore ?
Because he was convinced that charity ought
not to be a matter of impulse, but of principle :
not a thing of fits and starts, but of habit and
system. Because, while anxions, indeed, to
secure from them a contribution worthy of the
occasion, he was far more anxious to cultivate
among them the spirit of charity. * Them-
selves as well as theirs,” he sought ; the giver
ag well as the gift. Therefore, though in this
instance, by trusting to the liberality of
impulse, hbe might havesecured a larger amount,
he would neither encourage nor sanction it.

And I do think that in this there is adminis-
tered a very solemn lesson. There are few
things more characteristic of Christian ecffort,
in the present day, than earnestness to achieve
great resulls. Yetin this it is to be feared that
we are seldom aware of the mischicf we may
be entailing on the flock of God committed to
our care, or of the harm which we may be
inflicting on the several most important
Schemes on whose behalf we solicit support.
Yet this must assuredly be the result, if all
our attention merely be directed to securing a
large amount, and not to the cultivation of the
Like St. Paul, we
have a twofold interest to represent—the inter-
cst of the cause on whose behalf we appeal,
and also that of the people to whom we ap-
peal. We ought never to allow our anxiety
for the first to lead us to overlook the second.
God intends that not the receiver only of char-
ity shall be blessed, but the giver also. But
blessed the giver never ean be, if his contri-
bution is extorted by pressure, or rendered
from an unworthby motive. It matters not how
lIarge the amount ; & means of grace has been
spoiled for him, and turned from a blessing to
its opposite.

T.et me say, that we owe this to the very
cause in whose behalf we plead. For though
it i3 undoubtedly true that large and wonderful
sums are given every day from unworthy and
inferior motives, still who can dare to doubt
that more wonderful by far would be the
results, if men were really coavinced that
charity was a matter of sheer duty, and that
these particular calls for it had a claim not
upon their genercsity, but upon their conscience ?
To doubt that for onc moment would be to
assert that there are motives more powerful
than the “love of Jesus "—that love which
bas constrained so many to rejoice not only in
the spoiling of their goods, the sacrifice of
their earthly all, but even in the loss of life
itself, in scaffold tortures, and in fires of mar-
tyrdom.

And so the first duty of a Christian minister
i, not to secure & large amount, but tosce that
the people committed to bis charge be trained
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to charity ; that is as truly part of hig vocation
8333 the work of traiving them 0 haliness.
The great sbject of the Schemes encouraged
by the Church is not that the peogle should be ;
made useful to them, but that they shouid be !
made useful (o the people. They are most bles~ !
sed helps in the momentous work of educating
the children of God. Aund the faithful minis-
teris he who takes advantage of 1nese particu-
lar instances to iastruct his people in the selemn
truth, that charity is not a thing of mere
caprice, but a hfe-long duty—not s luxury to
be indalged in now and thea, but a work of
constant and systematic velf-denil—one which 1
comes regularly with the duties of the day-—a
real part of the business of life.  And for that f
purpese no better plan can be adopted than |
St. Paul’s, on the occasion referred to—the i

]

!
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regular storing up for God atfixed and frequently
recurring periods,

The limits of our paper forbid our entering
upon the advantages of this systematic econo- |
mistug for God. Let us ouly say, in one sen-
tence, that 3 we would make the duty of
giviag easicr for the rich, and if we would
bring the privilege of giving within the reach
of the poor—if we would make our charity
more cffective, s0 that we coujd depend upon it
on all occasions—and if we would make it
safe, 5o as 10 guard against the terrible evils
of indiscriminate Jiberatity, then swe must bave
a plan and system in it sunilar to that recom-
mended on the avthority of St. Panl.—Church
of Scottand H. & F. Missionary Record.

THE LITTLE SUNBEAM.

A tiny sunbeam stole,

OUn a summer’s day,
Through s litde crevice,

To where a sick man lay.

It played upon the wall,
And upon his table ;

With a smile be watched it
As long as he was able,

Much he toved the sunbeam,
Little dancing light ;

It told of sunny hours,
Of skies and meadows bright.

Kind words ere like sunbeams,
Stealing into hearts;

Scatter them most freely
Ere light of life deparis.—JAnon.

THE DEAD SEA.

The Dead Sea fills up the southern end of the
Jordan vatley. It is about fifty miles in length
from norih 10 south, by ten in breadth. The
mountain chains which shut in the valley be-
come here steeper, wilder, and bleaker. In
some places they rise in lofty precipices of
naked rock from the bosom of the waters; in
others they retire, forming wild nooks and
yawning ravines, fitting homes for the wild
goats which still inkabit thems.  The scenery
of the lake is hare and desolate, but grand.
The water is clear and sparkling, deep and |
beautiful azure when the sky is cloudliess, but |
reflecting vividly every cbaonging hue of the

THE PRESBYTERIAN

firmament. In summer when the bieat is intense
a thin whitish guivecing vapour hangs over the
surface of the water,and gives s strange dreamy
indistinctness ta the moustuins, At the northern
and soathern ends, the flat piains are parched
and barren, in purt eovered with fine sand, and
in part with a white sitrous conting lke hoar
frast.  Brackish av aphur springs occur at
intervals aronnd the whole bordecs of the lake,
Some of them are warm, ud send ap clouds of
steam. At oune or two places along the western
shore, and also at the southern end of the Inke
are sluny poots and marshes, whose exhalations
of sulphuretted hydrogen mint the atmosphere
for mifes. Strewn along the northern shore,

- especinlly near the mouth of the Jordan, lie

large quantities of drift wood, brought down
by the swollen river, and it i3 everywhere en-
crusted with salt crystals.  The great depres-

; sion, the fierce rays of an unclouded sun, the

white mouniain chains on cach side, and the
white soif betow vellecting the sun’s rays, give
the whole basin of the Dead Sea a temperature
fike that of o furnace. Never did 1 suffer so
much from tutense suffucating heat as durcing
the days I spent on the shores of the fake.
Yet stifl it cannot be called a “sen of death,”
iu thut sense in which travellers in former ages
were wont to represent it. It has been stated
that no vegeiation could exist slong its shores,
and that nu bird could fy over it; thay, in fact,
its poisousus exhalations are fatal alike 1o ani-
wal and vegetable life.  This is altogetber
untrue. At every litde fountain along the
shares, the vegetation has a tropical luxuriance.
I have seen the oleander dipping its gorgeous
flowers into the lake; aud 1 have seen the wils
low, and ihe tamarisk, and nuwmerous other
shrubs, flourishing where their stems were at
cerfuin seasons immersed in the waters.  The
cane-brakes on the shore abound with wild
fowl; and occasionally flocks of ducks may be
seen swimming fir out on the sea. The water,
however, is intolerably sult and bitter, and no
fish could live init.  Yet it is not altogether
destitute of living creatures, a few inferior or-
ganisations having been found in it by receat
naturalists.  [ts specific gravity is so great
that the human body will notsink in it. I have
tried it myself, and can, therefore, testify to the
trath of the fact. This is easily acceunted for.
The weight of water increases in proportion to
the quantity of sall it countains in solution.
Qrdinary sea water has ouly about four per
cent. of salt, whilst that of the Dead Sea con-
tains more than {wenly-sic per cend,

The Dend Sea is thus a physical weonder,
and, strange to say, it is also a historical won-
der. It would appear that, in ancieut Umes,
it was much smaller thar it is at present, leav-
ing room for a large and fertile plain o which
the citics of Sodom, Goworrah, Admsl, and
Zeboim once stoad (compare Gen. xiih. 10-12).
These cities were burned by fire from heaven,
and the whole plain, or as it was called, “the
vale of Siddim™ (xiv. 8), was covered with
water (xiv. 3). Recent explorations of the sea
and of the surrounding region tend, I beliece, ta
throw some light on one of the most remarkable
events of physical geography and of Biblical
history. ‘The northern section of the lake,
from the mouth of the Jordan to the promon-
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tory of Lisén, is immensely deep, varying from
forty to two huadred and eighteea fathoms.
But the whole southern section is shallow,—
only & few feet of water covering an extensive
flat, in which bitumen pits apd bituminous
limestone ~bound. The leiter appenrs to bave
been the plain of Sodom, for we lcars from
Geg. xix. 27, 28, thatthe plain was visible from
-a hill-top near Hebron, which could not be trae
of any part of the Jordun valley north of En-
gedi. The Bible further informs us that “the
vale of Siddhn was full of slime-pits,” that is,
pits or wells of bitumen (xiv, 10), Now we
kpow that bitumen burps like oil, and bitu-
minous linestons is alse icflammable.  May
Bot the houses of Sodom and the other cities
have been built of the latter, and, like the tower
of Babel, cemented with the former? Apdif
80, when oace ignited by fire from heaven, they
would burn rapidly and fiercely,~nay, the
whole piain filled with its bitumen pits, snd
strewn with isflammable stones, would burn
like 2 coal-field. How strikingly does this seem
to illustrate the words of Scripture,~' Ang
Abraham gat up early in the morning (from his
tent at Mamre) to the place where he stood
before the Lord” {compare xviii. 16, 22), *“ And
he looked foward Sodom and Gomorrab, and
toward all the laad of the plain, and behold,
and lo, the smoke of the country weat up as
the smoke of & fursace.”—(Gen. xix. 27, 28),
~~Pryfessor Porter.

THE MINIMUM CHRISTIAN.

The winizum Christian! And who is he ?
The Clristian who is going to heaven at the
cheapest rate possible. The Christian who tn-
tends to get all of the world he can, and naot
meet the worldling’s doom ; the Christian who
aims to have as little religion as he can, with-
out lacking altogether.

The minimum Christian goes to church in the
morning. and in the afternoon also, unless it
rains, or i3 100 warm, or toc cold, or he is
gleepy, or has headache from eating too much
at dinner. He listens most respectfully to the
preacher, and joins in prayer and praise. He
applies the truth very sensibly, sometimes to
himself, oftener to his neighbours. He goes to
ihe weekly lecture occasionally, more rarely to
the prayer-mecting, as the latter is very apt te
be uninteresting.  He is rlways, however at the
preparatory Jecture, gnd at all the services of
the Communion Sabbath, and is fregnently quite
regular in his family prayers for & week or two
after it

The reinimnm Christian i3 very friendly to
all good works. He wishes them well; but it
is aot in his power to do much for them. The
Sabbath schools he looks wpon as an udmirable
institution, especinlly for ihe peglected and ig-
norant. Il is ret canvenient, however for him
to take a class. Hig business engagements are
so pressing during the week, that he needs Sab-
bath 8s a day of rest ; nor does he think himself
qarlified to act as & teacher. There are so
many persons better preparcd for this important
duty, that he must beg to be excused; stidl, he
will do it if he must. He is in favour of tract
distribution, and of visiting the poor; but he
b9 no time to take part inthose labours of
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love. He thinks it a good thiag for laymen ta
assist Rtprayer-meetings, aad in sacial religious
cireles; but be has no gift for public prayer, or
for making addresses, and he must leave it to
others. He is very friendly to bome and foreign
missions, and gives his ‘ mite.” He thinks there
are ‘100 many appeals’ but he gives if not
enough w0 save his reputation—prenty near it~
at all events he aims at it

The minimum Christian is nat clear on 8
number of points. The opera and dancing,
perhaps the theatre and card-playing, and large
fashionable parties, give him much trouble.
He can't see the harm in this, or that, or the
other popular pmusement. There is nothing in
the Bible against it. He does not see but that
a man wmay be a Christian, and dance, or go to
the opera. Ie knows several excellent people
who da. Why should not he ¢

In short the minimum Christian knows that
he cannot serve God and mawmoun—he would
if hie could—but be will come just as near doing
so as he can. Ile will give to himself and the
world all that he may, and to God as little as
hie can, and yet not lose his soul. Ie stands
50 close to the dividing line between the people
of God and the people of the world, thatitis
bard to say on which side of it he actually is.

Ah, my brother, are you making this at-
tempt? Beware, lest you find at last, that in
trying to get to heaven with as little religion
ag possible, you have missed it altogether—
test, without gaining the whole worl8, you
lose your own soul., The true child of God does
not say, ¢ How litile, but, * How much may 1
do for my God  They thus judge, that if One
died for &ll, He died that they which live should
no more live for themselves, but for Him who
died for them. Leaving the things that are
behind, they reach forth towards thase that are
before, ever exclaiming, ¢ What shall 1 render
unto the Lord for all his benefits ¢

ENCIRCLING REEFS.

The coral insect is a wanderful little arimal.
Scarcely discernible, it works away in its ocean
bed till its misston is accomplisticd, aund its
tiny shell is added to the millions of shells al-
ready cemented together to form the coral reef.
When ages have progressed, this reef shows
itself at the top of the water in the form of a
hitle island; and when ages more have gone,
the reef stretches away like a fringe upon the
shore, sometimes for more thaa a thousand
wiles. There is a peculiar structure seen in
some of the smaller reefs. A large circular
tsland is surrounded by a larger ring of coral
reef, and between the central island and the
ring is left s ring of water sometimes half 8
rile in widik. 1o the outer ring of coral are
two or ihree straits, conpecting the water of
the ocenn with the water iuside the ring, and
furnishing ingress and egress for ships.

By the acuon of the waves and the winds
the surface of the reefs ig pulverized, and mixed
with soil washed up by the warves, and the
winds, and the waves, and the birdg bring
sceds, and vegetation springs up, and the deli-
ctous fruit of the tropics is brought forth, and
tropical birds, with beantiful plumage, sing
swest sopgs in the branches of the bread fruit
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and the banyan. When a storm sweeps the
ocenn, and the wild winds lash the leaden
waves into fury, the ship that can anchor inside
the encirciing barrier rides sately, for the sur-
fuce is agitated vy scarce a vipple.

Here is an emblem of God's love. The ocean
is the oc2an of life, The mariner is the traveller
10 eternny. The encircling reef, with its quict
hiarbour, is the love of {30d. The myriad coral
insects are the unnumbered intluences g1 'n to
manifest tiiis safe retreat to men; but the real
material of the coral reef is as vld a5 the foun-
dation of the world itself. The coral reef is
not the final harbour. So our rejoicings in
these prescnt manifestations of love arc not
our final joys. When the barrier of God's love
is around us, the storm may make the ocean
terrible, but it cannot harm us as we ride at
anchor. Then we listen to the songs of the
real lirds of paradise, and the hreadfrait of
heaven is waiting for our taste. Happy he
whose anchor drops within the veil.—Moraing
Star.

THE RESURRECTION FLOWER.

We copy the following from theJuly number
of the Contwiental Monthly., The curious hotan-
nical object it describes was procured from an
Arab in Egypt, in the year 1846, who declared
he had taken it from the breast of an Egypuan
mummy, a high pricstess.  One of two speci-
mens hanging on the stall was presented to

1

Baron Humboldt, who “acknowledged it to be '

the greatest floral wonder he had yet scen.”
The otiser is now in pussession of Dr. C. J.
Eames, New York. 1t is regarded ratherasa
pericarp or sced vessel than a flower. The

what is called the Ayzromclric rariety of planis, .
i. ¢. those which open and shut under the in- .

flucnce of moisture and dryness, and which

weserve the properts long after th ase ! .
pres properts loag after they have ; Who lives among us that has not wulked oer

been detached from the stem, is well known to
balanisis and curiasity huniers. I inciudes
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then supported in an upright position. Soom
the uppes fibres begin to stir. Slowly, yet
visibly, they unfold, until, with petals thrown
back in equidistant order, it assumes the ap-
pearance of a beautifully-radiated, starry flower,
not unlike some of the Asters in form. Rest-
ing a& moment, it suddenly, s though inspired
by some new impulse, throws its very hearnt to
the daylight. surving back its petals farther
still, and disclosing beauties undreamed of even
in the loveliness of its first awakening.

‘¢ To say that, in general effect,its appearance
resembles the passion-flower is to give but a
poor description, and yct one searches in vain
for & more fitting comparison. Lacking cntire~
Iy the strong contrasts in colour of the latter.
it yet wears a halo of its own, unlike any other
in the whole range of floral cflects.

 When viewed through n powerful lens, the
bieart of the flower, which, to the naked eye,
lics fiooded in a warm colourless light. assumes
the most exquisite irridescent hues, far nore
beautiful than the defined unts of the passion-
flower. Melting to the eye in its juiciness and
delicacy. yet firm in its pure outline and round-
ed finish. it bears the same relation to that
chasen txpe of the great suffering, that peace
bears to passion, or that promisc bears to-
prayer.

#8o0n the aspect of the flower changes.  As
though over the well-spriag of its cternal life
hangs some rathlcss power forcing it back into
darkness, before an hour has passed, we can
sce that its nesciv-found vigour is fading away.
The pulsing light at its heart grows fanter
and fainter—slowly the petals mise themsclves,
10 drop wearily side by side upon its bosum—

. d : and finally, its beauty vanished, its streagth
reader may or may not believe the Arab’s story

as to its conncction with the mummy; but i

cxhausted, it haags heavy and brown apon s
stem, waiting the touch that alonc can waken
it again.”

TRANSMUTATIONS.

« The dust of mankind that have walked before

the Rosc of Jericho, specimens of which are -
found in cabinets of this countsy, which retain |

their clasticity after fouricen sears and more,
the Ground Star, found in Saratega county,
N.Y.. besides other species.

“1f a travellerin Egrpt were to bow before
the Sphrnx. and receive a nod in peturn, he
could scarcely be more surprised than 1 was
lo~day, upon secing a little dried-up thing—
the remains of what had once bleomed and

faded ‘ ‘mid belearsering sands ' —spring inta .

lile and beauty tefore my very eyes. Al the
Abbott Collection contains noething more rate
o7 carious. (Ud, perhaps, as Cheops, and ap-

jareatly as sound asieep, it is stasiled at -

the tonch of water, and, sirciching forth its
tiny pelals, wakes iato life as hrightly &s a new-
born fovwer.

# No onc cosld believe, upon loakiag at this

fttle hall, bangiag on its fragile stem, and
vesembliag both in coloar and shape a shrunken
poppr-hiead, oF some of the acorn tribe, what
magical resalts counld arise from mereiy welling
its surface—yel so it is,

“ Sleeping but ot dead. the Lower is aronsed

by bring for an nslant immicssed in wates,and |

And held high converse with the life on high,
With ages past, and naturc s mystery ?

Ia myriad forms of lifc it st appears:

It quickens round us with the quickening Fears.
We breathe it in the flower, and sce the breeze
Ware it in watiag corn, and grass, and irees.

Unfragmant fiower, has some proud beaats's dast
Xadc of thy scentless leaf a loveless bust?
L.ow, stunted thorn, hast thou the germ of tum
Who £lled with self lifc's chalice to the brm ?

Cald petrifaciion, is there part in thee
Of what a miser's form was wont to be ?
Angd art thou potw 2 moaumenial stene
To spisit-cxves of gold and glory gone?

In the tall ecdar, sheddiag pecfame, part
Lives, baply, of a maniy gencrous hieart.

And the sweel germ of modest worth wmay et
Refresh us in the dewr violel.

Oneemore the great * Lax fat* shali be spoken ;

The spell of silence and of death be broken,

And canth’s sweel fowers of faith transplanted
be

To bloam in heasen's bright gasdea, Loxd. by
Thee.—George Paulia.
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Sabbatly Beadings.

THE MISSIONARY'S WARRANT.®

“¢ Go ye into all the tworld, and preach the gospel to
crery creature.’ —Mark xvi. 15,
Missionary enterprise is a subject dear
to cvery Christian’s heart, and one whose
dignity cannot be valued too highly. There
is no subject so full of romantic interest—
none that abounds in incidents of a char-
acter so varied and thrilling.  If enterprise
is to be measured by individual daring and
the dignity of the aim in view, then there
is none on carth to be compared with that
of the missionary, and it ought never to be
forgotten, that it is the aim that dignifies
the cnterprise.  We are, Lowerver, too apt
to be dazzled by the glitter of the moment,
and to measure an action, not by its intend-
<d resalt, but by the ostentatious grandeur
with which it is sarrounded. If we would
lcarn to appreciate the sublime in character,
we must learn to view all human achieve-
ments stripped of their external trappings.
There is, my friends, 2 sublimity in char-
acter as well as in external natare.  There
are men before whose portraitures we are
thrilled with feclings more profound than
all that is vast in the material world can
produce. You have gazed on the wide
ocean. and the lofty mountain; you have
turned your cyes upwards at midnight
towards the innumerable suns spangling the
cxpanse of heaven, and you have felt the
sublime.  But a fecling still more profound
is produced by the sublime in character.
And where shall we go for this species of
sublimity ?  Shall we seck it in the tri-
umphs of the statesman, or the more bril-
hiant cxploits of the soldicr? Noj; there
may be much here that is grand in action, !
but little of what is sublime in charmcter. .
We must look rather upon a Howard stoop-
ing into the dark cell of the prisener, or
a Wilberforce knocking off the fotters of |
the slave.  These are names which wili stir ¢
the fecling of the sublime within man's
heart while the word philanthropy is un- !
derstood.  And why is 1t that these names
will ¢ver be associated with the sublime in |

character ? They had no dazzling genius— !

* By the late Principal Leitek, from the Seof- -
1153 Pulpd, Edinborgh. 1836, The sermon must
have been one of the auther’s ealiest dis-
conrses.  Our allention was reealled to it by
the highly calogistic rematks of the Ree. Nr.
Cochirane, of Cupar, in last number —E4,

no supereminent rank—but they had hearts
that swelled with sympathies wide as the
world itself—sympathies which were not
restrained by nation, or colour, or clime—
sympathies which comprehended alike the
furred Siberian, and the naked African.
They lived for their species. They felt
they had a work to do, and in doing it they
spared neither time, nor energy, nor for-
tune. All men acknowledge the sublimity
of such characters, and yet their aim was
merely to get u comfortable cell for the pris-
oner, and rescue the African from the lash
of the slave-driver. Their immediate object
was to promote the comfort of men’s bodics,
not the well-being of their immortal souls,
and yet with this inferior aim they reached
the sublime in character. And shall we
deny sublimity to the character of the man
whose sympathics comprehend men'’s souls
as well as their bodies—who looks upon
man as born not for time but cternity, and
who would provide for him not a comfort-
able lodging by the way, but a bright home
in the cternal world? I say is it right to
deny sublimity to the character of the man
who has sich an z2im in view, and who, in
order to accomplish it, denies himself to the
comforts and refincments of civilized life,
and casts his Jot with brutalized savages—
who in the hope of converting the painted
Indian into a believer, adorned with the
graces of our holy faith, will steel his heart
agminst the war-whoop and the scalping-
knife—the scorching desert and the hunger-
belt 2 But is it the case, that the dignity
of such cnterprisc is uriversaliy recom-
nised 7 Ah! itisto be feared that there
is but little sympathy, even in the bosom
of the Christian Charch, with this species
of momi greatness. The missianary s
allowed to spend his days under a2 burning
sun, and in the midst of blaod-thirsty tribes.
with but a fechle sympathy to cheer him,
and with the consciousness too that the little
that is given him for his suppert is often
given with a grudze. A nation’s sympathy
follows the man who with chivalreus dar-

! ing penetrates into a far distant and danger-

ous Jand to rescue these over whase fate a
cloud of mysiery hangs.—but how little
syimpathy is zenerally felt for him whoe gocs

. forth to hcathen countries to seck and ta
i save that which is lost—the immortal soul.
+ It is with the object of cxciting 2 deeper
. sympathy, and caliing forth hearder cxert-
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jons in the cause of missions, that I would
now present to you a fesy of the aspects in
which the subject may be viewed. The
following arc the points to which I would
briefly dircet your attention—the duty—
the ficld —the meass—and the results.

I. The duty.

In regard to the duty of cngaging in
missionary enterprise, we have the express
command of our Lord himself, “ Go ye
into all the world, and preach the Gospel to
every creature.” It is not aduty to be tn-
ferred merely from the spirit of Christian-
ity. Itisa great duty speciully enjoined
by the Author of our faith. * Go ye into
all the world, and preach the Gospel to
cvery creature,” was the command to the
first heralds of the cross, and the command
is still issued to us with all its primitive
authority. It is issued to us as a Church
and as individuals. We arc bound as a
Church totake up this holy cause. Itis
true that the most importaut sphere of any
particular Chureli is its own local territory,
but it is also bound to maintain a diffusive
character. Iow strongly was this exemph-
fied in the Primitive Church. The disci-
ples did nat confine their exertions to theis
own native land.  They did not limit their
enterprise to the boundaries of Judea
Fired with the glorieus truths with which

Ny e ——— 4 oo ——
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they were commissioned, they penctrated |
into every known region of the world.  No |
barrier, however formidable, opposed their !

progress. They crossed mountains, and

deserts, and seas, 1n their ardour to obey :

thetr Master's command—* Ga ye tuto all
the world, and preach the Gaspel to every
creature.” They sought the citics of the
jenrned, and the huts of the harbarian.

They encountered alike the refined torture

of Rame. and the rude assaults of the sav-
age.  While the bodics of some blazed as
torches to gratify the taste of an imperial
wmonster. the hanes of others whitened in
the desert. You see, then, that the Church
in primitive times was cseemtially of 2 &ifft
usive missianary character. This character

hawever. was soon fosf 1 cormuptions crept

in. and the mementous responsibilitics of a
Christian Churck  were soon forgotien.
Missionary  enterprisc  was  suspended.
Whatever of pure Christianmity was left upon
the carth, assumed 2 concentrated rather
than a diffusive form. It appeared as
slender streaks on the way of the warld —
in the form of rivers—deep it may be but
narrow. It spread not as a sheet of water
over the hirsty land—it covered neof the
carth as the waters cover the sea. It has
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been only in comparatively recent times
that Protestant Churches have been aroused
to their missionary duties. They are now,
however, giving heed to the long-forgotten
connnand, “ Go ye forth into al' the world,
and preach the (Gospel to every creature.”
The vitality of every Church is now to he
tested by its evangelistic efforts.

While you admit, wy friends, that it is
our duty, asa Church, to promote the cause
of misstons, you ought never 1o lose sight
of your individual responsibility. You owe
a personal obedience to the command of our
test. You may be 2} missionaries in your
way—you may not actually deliver the
message to the heathen, but you may see
that it be delivered.  And in the work of
missions your cxcrtions at home are as
cssential as the Jabours of the missionary
abrood. In o printing establishment there
is much machinery and many hands re-
quired, although it be only onc individual
that actually throws off the tuy ressien. Itis
not this individual alone that ha s the merit of
the impression ; every hand at work chims
a share in 1t.  So in the machinery of mis-
sions, it s only the missionary, as the in-
strument of the Holy Spirit, that stamps
the impress of the Gospel upon the heathen
mind.  Many hands, however, must be at
wark before this final part of the process
can be completed, and you arc called upon
to aid in the work by contributing you:
prayers and your money—by cherishing and
diffusing a missionary spinit. Can it be
that you have experienced the precicusness
of the Redeemer, and yet that yen have no
anxiety that this preciousness should be
made known to your fellow-men? If you
have been with Jesus, your heart surcly
burns within yau—buras with love teJesus
~burss with a holy desire to tell others of
his laveliness.  If a physician, hy some new
discovery, cured you of some deadly discase,
would you aot feel yourself bound in duty
to suffering humanity, and in gratitude to
vour benetactor, to make the cure univer-
sally known?  If the great Physician bas
saved your soul from the deadiy wounds of
sin, you mmst necessarily feel anxivus that
perishing stnners around you in the world

~ should know of this new and living way.

You must feel yourself bound in gratitude
to the Physcian of souls to publish the
wanders of his gondness.  He saves with
out woney and without price, and he only
asks of vou, as a mark of your zratitude. to
o into the world and declare the geod news
to every epexture.  Think ten, of the cest-
liness of the cure, if you would fecl the full
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weight of the command. It cost you
vothing, but it cost Christ his precious
blood. Nathing less would suffice for man’s
salvation. Were it a world a single word
would do, but it was a new heart that was
to be created, and nothing else would serve
but every drop of Christ's precious blood.
How shall we eseape if we negleet so great
salvation—mneglect it fur ourselves, or negleet
to make it kuown to perishing sinners,

11, Dhe ficld.

The world is the field for missionary
enterprise, “Go ye into all the world,
and preach the Gospel to every cresture.”
The barriers of the old dispensation are
broken down, and every nation under hea-
ven 1s invited to aceept of the blessings of
salvation.  Bvery creature needs sulvation
—the salvation s sufficient for every cren-
ture, and to cvery creature salvation is to
be offered. It matters not what may he
the colour of a stnner’s skin, or the grude
of his intellect.  An imperishable soul re-
eéides within the swasthy and degraded
Caffre as well as the enlightened European,
and if they are to be saved. they must be
washed from their sins by the same bleod.

i
»
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put to flight their embattled hosts? Talk
not of inadequate means, when you think
of the fishermen of Galilee. Would it not
appear utter folly te the men of that age,
that these fishermen should vltimately over-
turn the religious systems of the civilized
world, and creet apon their ruins the stand-
ard of the eross?  Nothing would appear
more incredible, yet we sce that the mustard
seed sown on the banks of the sea of
Galilee has grown into a mighty tree, whose
branches spread towards the ends of the
carth,

One of the most frequent objections to
missionary caterprise ix—have we not field
enough at home—have we not enough of
practical heathenism in our crowded citics,
aye and in our rural hamlets and villages ?
Why then seek a new field, when we have
one 5o wide at our very doors?  This ab-
jection will net bear far a moment to be
lavked at. If the Apostles had acted on this
principle ; if they had eonfined their efforts
within the boundaries of Juden. and had
not gzone into all the werld to preach the

. Gospel to every creature,—if they had done

The field is the world, and how wide is that '
ficld ! The population of the globe amounts

to about ninc hundred millions, and of these
not mwore than three hundred willions pro-
fess the Christian fuith. But of these three
hundred mithons how few can be said toknaw
Christ saviegly 2 Not more than ane third

of our race bave even heard of the nnme

of Christ.  Hew small, then. must be the
number of Christ’s true  disciples!

We -

may confidently assert, that moare than seven

hundred willions of fmmortal beings now
living an the face of the earth, are stranyers
to the peace-speaking blood of Christ.
2ot this an appalling state of things fora
Christian to cantetnplate 2 These millions
are fast bastening on ta the acean wfeternity,
where their donm is forever fixed.  Every
beat of the clock is the death-knell of an

Is’

timuortad soul summoned to the dread ae-

count.  Can the man who really knawes the
value of a soul think of this with apathy ?
It may be said, how hopeless is the task !
Can such fecble offorts as ours canvert the
world 7 But why doubt and cavil, when
we have the express command. ** Go ye into
all the warld and preach the Gaspel fo every
creatare.”  We are to cmpley the means
and leave the result to Gedd, and we kunaw
that He ean bring about the mnst gloriaus
results by means apparcatly the most inade
quate.  JNd oot a stone from a boy’s sling
sy the champion of the Philistines, and

!

this, what would have been the state of the
warld at the present dey ? What would
our own island have been 7 Peopled with
painted savages bawing down to stocks and
stones. It istrue that our howme-field is our
chief sphere of labour, but we may hald this
ta be the ease while we neglect not the out-
ficlds of heathenism.  The farmer docs not
concentrate his attention on the richer soils
to the exclusion of the poarer. 1t is true
that the more fertile portions of his fanm
are his main stay. but he still scatters his

seed over the least productive. o it is
with the ficld of missions.  The blexk rox

iaus of heathenism wmay he very unpromi-
sing. and we mway loug Joak in wain for a
satisfactory return, but we are bound to
persevere. o seatter the sced everywhere,
And the sced may take reot where we least
expect 1t Have younat seen a tree shoot.
ing out vizareusly from the creviees of a
bare crag, and raaring its luxuriant head
proudly aloft, while you lroked in vain for
onc to break the landseape of the rich plain
below 7

111, The ureans.

We are commanded to oo inte all the
world and preach the Gaspel tacvery ereature,
But how is thix te be done?  What means
are ta be cuploved 7 When our Lard issued
the command to hiz liseiples. they had no
preparation to make.  They at onee ook
up their staff and travelled to the cnds of
the carth preaching the Gespel to every
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creature. There was no cumbrous mach-
inery neeessary ; they had miraculous gifts
conferred upon them, which at once fitted
themn for the missionarywork. Wherever they
went the gift of tongues at once enabled
them to come in contact with the minds
of the natives. No such gifts arc now con-
ferred—the age of miracles is now past—
their end has been accomplished, and we
can look for them no more—miracles have
ceased, but in their very ce-sation there was
a wise object served, and it is this, that the
whole body of the Christian community
must unite before the end of missions can
be accomplished. There must be a people
to send, before a missionary can be sent.
A tedious course of study is necessary be-
fore the work can be entered on with suc-
cess; and expenditure must be incurred
which nothing but the union of Christians
at home can meet. In this way the whole
body of the Christian community become
personally interested. They all become
fellow-workers in extending the Redeemer’s
kingdom. Every individual Christian feels
laid upon him sowme missionary responsibi-
lity. Every Church is a centre of mission-
ary exertions—it is the parent tree which
sends shoots out in every direction, still re-
taining its conncction with each. 1t is
plain, however, that the conversion of the
world will never be brought about by mere
forcign agency. Native teachers must be
reared to proclaim to their fellow-country-
men the glad tidings of salvation. Qur
missionaries have to spend a great part of
their missionary carcer in acquiring the
language of the natives, and acquainting
themnsclves with their manners and customs.
And after all, they can never become so
familiar with their modes of feeling as to
getinto immediate contact with their hearts.
When, along with this, we consider the fact,
that in most ficlds of labour, Buropean life
is very insccure—that in India the aver-
age of missionary hife is only about eight
years; it is plain that the cffective period
of a missionary’s life must be very short
indced. The great work must then be
accompliched by native agency.  Native
agents must be mised up, and this is the
ereat aim of our missions in the East. Their
design is to rear a body of native labourers
who will go forth to their benighted coun-
trymen, and with a native’'s tonguc and a
native's feclings, preach to them Christ cru-
cified.

The question has been often discussed;
how is the final conversion of the world to
be cffceted? Will the ordinary means at
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present employed be sufficient? or does the
period of Millennial glory presuppose an
order of things altogether new. It has been
objected by the advocates of a new dispen-
sativm, that there is no hope from the pre-
sent rate of missionary success, that the
world will be converted by ordinary means
within the time that may reasonably be as-
sigued by the widest interpretation of pro-
pheey. It is, however, quite conceivable,
that the latter day glory way be brought
about, and that atno very distant period,by
the extension of the means at present in use,
without the supposition of any miraculous
interforence. It will be a time before the
system of educating native missionaries will
tell, but when a sufficient body is raised up,
we have reason to expect an amount of sac-
cess which has never as yet attended our
missionary labours. 'We have reason to ex-
pect too, that this success will go onina
rapidly increasing ratio. When the dam-
med-up waters of a lake overflow and inun-
date the plain below, you do not measure
the rate of inundation by the first issue of
the waters. From the first moment an out-
let is gained, the widening of the breach
incrcases with prodigious rapidity. The
slender stream that trickles down the em-
bankinent, swells every moment into an
overwhelming deluge. The stream that now
trickles from the great fountain of divine
grace through the wide wastes of heathen-
ism, is slender indeed, but is it not the
harbinger of the swelling flood that will
soon cover these wastes as the waters cover
thesea? There is nothing improbable in
the iden, that this flood of grace and glory
may be brought about by the extension of
the ordinary means which God is pleased to
bless at the present day.  We can conceive
that Zion’s King may ride gloriously in tri-
umph to universal dowinion on earth, with-
out the supposition of a personal advent and
reign.  Surely his sceptre is as powerful at
the right hand of the Majesty on high, as ut
would be were it swayed within the walls of
the carthly Jerusalem.

In estimating the future progress of mis-
sionary labour, you must take into account
the conversion of the Jews. The conver-
sion and restotation of the Jews are clearly
forctold in the word of prophecy, and it is
plain from the whole course of Providence,
that God has not castaway his ancient peo-
ple, that they arc kept in reserve for sone
great conjuncturc in the world's history.
Although seattered to the four winds of
heaven. they still retain their distinctive
national character, and they all cherish the
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same longing to return to the land of their
fathers. Wherever we find a Jew breath-
ing the spirit of his nation, we are sure to
find that Jerusalem is nearest his heart, and
that were he to give expression to his feel-
ings, it would be in the lunguage of the
captives of old, as they hanged their harps
upon the willows, and sat down to weep by
the rivers of Babylon,—“If I forget thee,
O Jerusalem, let my vight hand forget her
cunning ; if I do not remember thee, let
my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth;
if I prefer not Jerusalem beyond my chief
joy.” Here, then, is a principle of reunion
which has been fondly cherished for eighteen
centurics. It is at present latent and in-
operative, but a sudden revolution of Provi-
dence may at once call it into action. Place
a magnet in the neighbourhood of minute
particles of iron, and there may be no dis-
turbance atfirst, but let them be shakenand
they at once range themselves around the
attracting pole. Let the nations be shaken
by the hand of God’s providence, and the at-
tractive power of Mount Zion will gather
around her from afar her sons and daughters
now sifted over the whole carth. They
shall as one man return, and come into
Mount Zion with songs and cverlasting joy
upon their heads. The restoration of the
Jews is interesting to us chiefly in connect-
ion with their conversion. We are assured
by Scripture, that the receiving of them
back to God’s favour, shall be as life to the
dead, to the Gentile world. It may be diffi-
cult to say how the conversion of the Jews
shall produce such a wondrous change upen
thesurrounding nations. Perhaps the very
suddenness and universality of the conver-
sion—the very fact of a nation being born
in onc day-m.ay esert a vivifying influcnce
on a torpid world—may act ke an cleetric
shock upon a palsied limb. We can, how-
ever, more readily conceive of an effect, like
that of life from the dcad, being produced
by the active agency of the Jews. Look
upon them in the light of missionarics, and
you can casily conceive the power they
must wicld for the evangelizing of the world.
Jews are found in every nation and tribe
on the face of the carth—they arc famiiiar
with every language spoken among men, and
they combine with their own tmits of nat-
ional character, the characteristics of the
people among whom they dwell.  They
consequently can furnish when converted,
an unlimited supply of missionarics fitted
to engage at once in missionary labours.
“1n those days it shall come to pass, that
ten men shall take hold out of all languages
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of the nations, even shall take hold of the
skirt of him that is a Jew, saying ¢ we wilt
go with you, for we have heard that God is
with you.””

IV. The Results

It has often been said ¢ shew us the fruits
of your missions ; shew us that they have
effected any good end.! But this taunt can
now be abundantly answered. The results
of missions have triumphantly proved that
men have not toiled in vain. 1 refer more
partict arly to the fruits of missionary zeal
in the South Seas. Herc we behold men
once accustomed to dseeds of atrocity, at
which humanity shudders, uniting to wor-
ship the true God with as much decorum
as any congregation in our land. Their
savage nature has been tamed. Their thirst
for human blood has been rooted out. They
now breathe benevolence instead of hatred
and revenge. The mother who would not
scruple to destroy her infant, now cherishes
it with as much fondness as any Christian
mother. And how has all this been accom-
plished—simply by the exertions of the mis-
sionary. He long waited for the fruit, and
he was often taunted with the want of it.
But abundant evidence is now afforded
that the missionary wiclds a power suffi-
cient by the grace of God to subdue the most
savage natures. The results have been
such as for ever to stop the mouth of the
caviller. Tt is truc that considering the
wide field, the fruit has been far from abund-
ant. But it has been amply sufficient to
shew what can be done by missionary enter-
prise.

In estimating the results of missions, we
must not forget their reflex influence. If
our missionary exertions have blessed the
heathen, they have conferred a double bless-
ing on ourselves—and this on the principie
that it is more blessed to give than to re-
ceive. Missions have opened up a new
channel for the outgoings of Christian be-
nevolence, and the tide of love that zoces
out from us to the heathen shores, is reflect-
cd back in an accumulated flood of blessings.
A higher spirituality, an intenser carnest-
ness, a heavier weight of felt responsibility,
a closer union and warmer love mmong
Christians ; these are some of the more pro-
minent results of the reflex influence of
nissions.  You sce then, that while we are
caring for the souls of perishing sinners
abroad, we arc most cffectually promoting
the causc of religion at home, and the growth
of grace in our own hearts.  As the arm of
the mechanic has its muscular power deve-
loped by exercise, so our religious chamcter
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acquires a higher tone and energy from the
active benevolence called forth by wmission-
ary enterprise.

It is wot, however, past results merely,
that should animate us in this holy cause.
We must bend our gaze forward to the
future. and dwell upon the bright hopes
that gild the horizon.
of Hebrew bards, and the holy ardour of
evangelists, have been put forth to paint, in
g,)muu" colours, the glorious prospect. Only
a few stru_r«.:luw rays of the Sun of Riyght-
teousness now picree through the mists of
sin and ignorance that envelop our world ;
but a time will come when he will burst
forth with all his effulgence. A time will

|

i

|
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object of doing that work, and that work
is the advancement of the kingdom of
God in your own heart, and in the world
around you. Will you then dream on in

" indolence till the blast of the last trumpet

All the poetic fire |

come when the Redeemer's righteousness

shall go forth as brightness, and his salva-
tion as a lamp that burneth.
all the kingdoms of this world become the
kingdom of our Lord, and of his Christ.
Then shall the sword be returned to its
sheath, and the trump bung up in the hall.
Can ye call yourselves Christians, and yet
have no desire to put your hands to the
work. and hasten this glorious consumma-
tion? T'he command is gone forth to pre-
pare a highway for our God in the desert,

Then shall ‘

and will ye not Lestir yourselves to level a

path for the feet of the Redeemer? Can
there be an entarprise nobler than this—

one more worthy of a candidate for im- .

mortality ? You admire the misguided en-
thusiasm which thrilled the heart of Chris-
tendom, when the voice of the Hermit call-
ed the nations to arms, and bade them go
forth to rescue the holy scepulchre from
Moslem sway, and plant the cross where
the crescent shone.

The chivalry of the

crusaders has been ever a favourite theme -

for song and story. and you cannot but

admire their enthusiasm, while you pity .

their aim.
hizh and hely centerprise is not yet over.

But, wy fricnds, the age of |

declare that the opportunity of doing your
work is gone—gone for ever. But think
not that your work is done, and your cons-
cience relieved, when you drop your mite
into the missionary box. Your money is
necessary, but your heart is more so. You
must cherish and diffuse a missionary spi-
rit.  You must breathe forth your prayers
and your sympathies for the blinded heathen
and the devoted missionary. As an ad-
mirable means of keeping alive an active
missionary spirit, I cannot recommend too
strongly to your hearty support, the mis-
sionary societies established among you.
While you take a general interest in missio-

nary labours, you “will find that local socie-
ties for specia] objects will tend greatly to
rivet the claims of perishing souls upon
your hearts. In what more becoming way
could you who owe the position you occupy
in society to the benign influence of Chris-
tianity, express your gratitude, thun by
secking to have your fellow-subjects and
sisters in Iudia, emancipated from the
yoke of an tmpure and degrading supersti-
tion. What task more worthy the charac-
ter of woman, thar to throw the shicld of

. Christianity over the orphan girl abandon-

cd by heathenism, and te provide for her a
refuge and « home. 1 fervently trust too,
that the Children's Society may not be un-
productive of good. My dear youny friends,
you cannot begin too early te do something
for Jesus, who did and suffered so much
for your sakes. You cannot learn too soon

. that God expects you to do something more

than live for yourselves. Oh! may you
be conviuced, before the alluring pleasures

" of the world render you deaf to the voice

You are even now called upon to imitate .

the enthusiasm of the dark ages, but to
bend yvour energies to a nabler abject. You

are called upon, not to plant the external |
zvmbol of our holy faith upon the stormed

battlements of the encmy, but to plant that,

faith itself in the hearts of sine rs.  This

call to arms in the spiritual warfare, each .

one of you is hound to obey. You may sy
-what can my mdividual exertionsavail 7 As
well might the soldier in the heat of battle,
put up his sword and say, ¢ my single arm
can do little to vain the ncto - and I may
as well be idle)” Never fornmomcm forget,
that cach of you hasa work to do—that

"rere doing it.

of wisdom, that the greatest pieasure to be
enjoyed on carth, is that of doing wood.
Many of you 1 am sure. have felt some-
thing of this plc'lcurc When you lately
laid down with willing hearts, your little
sums to send a missionary qlnp to the far
distant isles of the sea, how pleasant wasit
to feel that you could do good, and that you
And when you now follow
in thought that ship. as she wafts the mes-

- sage of peace from isle to isle, do you not

you were sent into the world for the special -

feel glad of being fellow-workers in such.a
noble enterprise.  Though it were only a
single nail to rivet her phnk< or a single
thread to weave her sails, you cach contri-
buted, still you look upon the ship asyours.
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And when fancy pictures to you her stately
form as she bends with swelling sails and
foaming prow to the southern breeze, your
delight is as great as when the merchant
hails a richly laden and long looked-for
bark. May the felt pleasure of doing good
increase with your years, and may you
through life experience, that wisdom’s ways
are ways of pleasantness, and that all her
paths are peace.

I have spoken to you, my friends, of our
responsibility as individuals, but we are
also responsible as a nation. That God
treats nations as if burdened with a per-
sonal responsibility is evident from the
whole of history. When he opens the vials
of his wrath, are they not poured on na-
tions as well as individuals—thus clearly
showing, that as a nation we may contract
guilt which may bring down upon us natio-
nal calam ties? What is the inspired history
of ancient nations but a continued illustra-
tion of this principle ? Why dnes the Dead
Sea, charged wiw the elements of destruc-
tion, now cover the cities of the plin?
Why does the fisherman now spread his
net on the bare rocks of Tyre? Why does
the dragon now dwell in the pleasant pala-
ces of Babylon? Why does the screech
of the owl now ccho through the halls of
Edom’s capital ?  Is it not that they may
be monuments of God’s wrath—uvisible
proofs of the great principle, that he judges
the nations of the carth in their national
capacity 2 Above all is this principle writ-
ten in the history of Isracl. God’s vials
of concentrated wrath have been poured
upon them, and why ? Just on account of
their superior privileges.  And hence the
doom of Isracl speaks to us of this further
priuciple, that a nation is responsible just
in proportion to its privileges. The heaviest
woes that have ever fallen upon the nations
of the carth have been theirs.  The men
who cried, ¢ Crucify him, crucify him,”
¢ 3is blood be upon us and our children,”
have actually left us their children to be a
living monument of their rightcous doom.
Those other nations that have drawn down
upon themselves God s wrath, have melted
away iuto the mass of mankind, and have
left only the ruins of their proud cities to
risc up aginst them and condemn them.
But Isracl has erccted a living monument
to witness against it. The men who thronged
the strects of Jerusalem, and hurried the
hoaly one of Isracl to the accursed tree,
have transmitted to us their living type.
In fe:ture and in heart, the very crucifiers

|
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bending under the weight of the heavy
doom laid upon them by a righteous God.
Instinet with a national vitality that baffles
death, the Jew wanders from one gencra-
tion to another on the face of the earth,
only to be a proverb, and a curse, and an
astonishment, and a hissing, and a reproach,
wherever he may go.  The doom of Israel
speaks a fearful warning to every Christian
nation, but it comes home to ourselves with
special emphasis. We now occupy the high
place in regard to revelation that Israel did
in ancient times. Nay, our position in
some respects 1s more prominent. To us,
as a nation, are specially committed the
oracles of the living God—the sufe-keeping
of the ark of the Covenant. But in addi-
tion to this, we have advantages which Is-
rael never had—and woe to our much
favoured land if we fail in the high duty
committed to our charge! Westand forth
from among the nations as the envy and
the admiration of the world. In arts and
in arms, in commerce and agriculture, in
literature and science, we have no rival.
And what are these points of superiority,
but talents given s as a nation for which
we must yet render a due account. They
are gifts lent us for the service of God—
for the extension of the Redeemer’s king-
dom. The commerce of the East, which in
ancient times raised Palmyra, and Edom,
and Tyre, and Egypt, to such a pitch of
opulence, is now ours. Bui this is only
onc item of our commercial areatness. No
wind can blew but wafts to our shores ships
laden with the produce of other lands.
Our cmpire has so extended that the sun
never scts upon it. When its last rays
linger on this hemisphere, it is dawning on
our dominions in another. But our
responsibility just extends with the exten-
sion of our dominions. The solemn com-
mand is laid upon us, to uafurl the banner
of the cross wherever the flag of our nation
floats. Wherever our engines of war earry
terror, devastation and conquest, there are
we bound to carry on a spiritual warfare
with the weapons of peace. Wherever our
enterprising countrymen reclaim the waste
and the wild, the forest and the mountain,
there are we bound to plant trees of right-
cousncss, that the wilderness and the soli-
tary place may be glad, and the desert
rejoice and blossomn as the rose.  Where-
ever our merchant ships bear away the
produce of distant lands, therearce we bound
to carry on a holier trafic. We boast of
the hundred millions that acknowledge our

of the Lord Jesus arc in the midst of us, | sway, but we shouid rather tremble at the
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responsibility of having so many souls han-
ging upon us for the bread of life. The
rapid strides of science, especially as com-
bined with commeree, lay upon us an ad-
ditional responsibility. God has given us
such a wondrous sway over the material
world, just that it may be made subservient
to a spiritual sway over men’s minds and
hearts. We have by the leadingsof a wise
providence pressed into our service the
most subtle elements of nature; and we
now see realized before us, what in the
last generation would have been regarded
as the wild dream of a magician. We see
steam wafting a frigate over the deep with
as much ease as it sping a gossamer thread.
By lines of rapid communication spread
over the country as a net-work, our ideas of
time and space are completely revolutioni-
zed, and a kingdom shrinks into a city with
its suburbs. By the subtle and mysterious
power of electric agency, mind can com-
municate with mind quick as thought, at
any distance, so that the whole empire,
when the lines are complete, may be regard-
ed as a living frame-work, with nerves of
sensation that in an instant vibrate intelli-
gence from the remotest cxtremities. Let
this system be but indefinitely extended,
(and who will dare, from a review of the
past, limit the future,) and you can easily
conceive the stupendous power we shall
have at our disposal for the spiritual rege-
neration of the world. And he who looks
with curious but chastened gaze into the
mysteries of Providence, cannot help think-
ing that these arc so many paths preparing
for the Lord in the desert—so many high-
ways made straight, and smooth, for the
chariot wheels of the Gospel, when in the
latter days men shall run to and fro, and
kunowledge shall be increased. \While we
then view with wonder and delight the
triumphs of mind over matter, let us feel
it to be our duty, as a nation, to make these
triumphs subservient to the triumphs of
truth.

When I speak of a nation’s duty to ex.
tend the Gospel, 1t is of course to be un-
derstaad, that the responsibility. as to direet
missionary labour, is committed to the
National Church, as the cxponent of the
nation’s creed, and the recognised organ of
its evangelizing efficiency. While we would,
therefore, gladly hml as anxiliaries, the
various rclizious bodies which have em-
barked in the good eause, let us never for-
get that on us in the sight of God, lics the
chtef burden of cherishing a missionary
spirit at home, and of sending the Gospel
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abroad. It is matter of deep gratitude,
that in the hour of the Church’s need, her
people shewed that they were not dead to
their responsibility as members of a Natio-
nal Church. When we look on her un-
paralleled exertions in the cause of missions
during the last two years, we have much
reason to thank God and take courage. To
you, who in the hour of affliction, have
clung closer than ever to the Church of your
fathers—a Church endeared to your hearts
by the lives of saints, and the blood of
martyrs—to you it must be peculiarly
gratifying to see that Church 80 often laid
low, rising once more from a temporary
prostration, with all the glow and buoyancy
of returning health and vigour. Oh! may
it be the earnest prayer of every son and
daughter of our beloved Zion, that she may
give further proof of her indestructable
vitality, by still more strenuous efforts
for the evangelization of the world.

In conclusion, my friends, be rmot dis-
heartened though there may for a time be
an apparent want of successattending your
missionary exertions. Be not dismayed
though all the powers of darkness should
seem to be arrayed against the progress of
the kingdom of God. The obstacles may
appear insurmountable, but how often is it
that success is nearest when the obstruction
is the greatest. How often hasthe triumph
of the cross been most conspicuous, when
Satan’s power has been most appalling.
Who could have dreamt at the Reformation,
that such a flood of light should at once
burst upon the world, from the thickest
darkuness that ever brooded over it? The
progress of the kingdom of God is like that
of a mighty river, almost imperceptible in
its rise, but widening and deepening as it
rolls on—and when fullest, most liable to
obstruction. 'When the genial influence of
spring relaxes the icy fetters of winter, and
breaks up its solid surface, it rushes on
with impetuous force, till arrested by the
many arched bridge that spans its bosom.
Here for a time its onward course is check-
ed, but it is only that it may with its peat-
up water, burst through with crashing and
resistless energy.  So it is in the kingdow
of God; when the floods of divine grace are
fullest, then are Satan’s barriers most for-
midable. But though there may be a
momentary arrest, it is only that the flood
may gather strength to burst onwards 1o it
overwhelming and triunphant course till
it at last merge as one wide wave inthe
occan of Millennial glory on earth, and
cterual glorv in heaven.



