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REVELS OF SUPERSTITION.

There hus been an extraordinary outbreak
of superstition and fanaticism in the Georgin
Midlands, A white lunatic suddenly pro-
claimed himself to be the Messinh reappear-
ing upon carth to establish his kingdom, and
a profound impression was left upon the
minds of & group of ignorant negeo followers,
who listened withy awe to his incoherent
preaching,

When he was lodged in jail at Milledge-
ville, ablack Messiah,asmadasthetraditional
March hare, took up his purable and aftirmed
his own divinity in blaspliemous outbursts,
to which o motley throng of awe-struck ne-
groes responded with many o frenzied ‘Glory
to God!” The second Messinh had heen
juetice of the peace, and possessed consider-
able authority over men of his own color.
although he was known to be a lunatic. He
was arrested while encouraging his disciples
to ofter human sacrifices on w deserted plan-
tation, and was carried off to the Hinesville
jail

The negroes in their cabins surrounding
the grass-grown ruins of the stately Walth-
our mansion burned during the eivil war
were by this time in o

STATE OF HYSTERICAL EXCITEMEMT.

They gathered about the live-oak trees
singing hymns, drinking whiskey, and
awaiting with superstitious dread the advent
of the next cluimant for divine honours.
When Shedrick Walthour, once a slave on
the plantation, declared himself to be King
Solomon, armed with a divine connmission to
release all the prisoners confined in Hines-
ville on charges of lunacy, his subjects knelt
wefore him in eestatic reverence. His tame
rapidly was noised abroad, and hundreds of
negroes from the surrounding country con-
gregated at Walthour to pay homage to their
new sovereign. By daylight his majesty
was on exhibition in tent, often, it is to be
feaved, royally drunk. At night,wood fires
were lighted in the open ajr, and about the
crackling blazeSolomon’s loyal subjects sang,
prayed, danced, and slept.  The king’s short
reign clesed with o mad rush for the Hines.
ville juil, where the lnnaties were to be lib-
erated.  He had promised to attest his di-
vinely-appointed commission by many mir-
aculous signs aud wonderful works, and had
called for fifteen volunteers to attend him i
his triumphal progress.

WITH POMP AND REVELRY

, the king and his retinug swept-ont of camp

and took up the marchfor Hinesville. Six-
teen swarthy warriorsstarted with him ; but
in the course-of the journcy of ten miles ten
fell out.* ‘The king, with his faithful guard
of six, appeared before the prison and sought

P

to perform o miracle, but no mighty work
could he do. Tho marshal arrested the seven
negroes and clapped them all in jail, lodging
Solomon in all his glory in the cell adjoining
thut in which the Black Messinh was swear-
ing like v Hessiun trooper of revolutionary
days. The direful news was curried back
to his court by the stragglers who had prud-
ently halted by the wayside ; and o candid-
ate for the vacant throne instantly appeared.
This time it was the Queen of Sheba, with
two dusky attendants wiclding pahnetto fans
and adjusting the folds of her raiment,which
consisted of a soiled cotton sheet and a new
puir of mew’s socks. She assumed no re-
spousibility for miracles, Was less aggressive
in her iden of sovercignty, and passed the
time in long trances, during which she visit-
ed heaven and communed with spiritual
powers. Seriptural characters multiplied
after her veign began, two Nebuchadnezzars
being found  eating grass in the fields, a
King David arising for judgment, and Satan
himself coiling himself up in the branches of
a live-oak. Indeed, so contageous was this
spirit of Biblical impersonation that all the
leading roles in the drama of Israel were in
a fair way to be snacted when a sheriffs
posse appeared upon the scene to break up
he encampment.—New York L'riswas.

Mr. Gladstone is 'ne of the greatess, if
not the greatest, of wmen, wudd  his great.
ness gets tustre from his gooduess.  Grestas
he is umong the foremost men of the world,
he is not ashamed to remember the Sabbath
to keep it holy. Not Jong since he was ona
visit t.+ Naples. The city authorities wished
to show him extraordinary attentirn, and
arranged for & visit to Pompeii, at which
there should bea great excavation in_the
“City of the Dead.” He accepted the iavi-
tation, although no day was named. Kuow-
g his love for classic archalogy, the au-
thorities did not donbt for a moment that he
would fall in with all theiv plaus. So they
fixed upon Suuday, and on Saturday mora-
ing it was anuounced in all the papers that &
special steamer would take Mr. Gladstone
and family, the authorities and newspaper
correspondents, to Pompeii, were there \.vould
e an excavation. ‘But they *‘counted without
their host,” of rather their guests, for the

“+iyrand old man” firmly but politely inform-

ed them that “he did not use the Sabbath for
mere worldly uxcursions ;” that they mus%
change their whole plan, or he would not go.
‘I'hat Sabbath Mr. Gladstone and lady quiet-
ly attended church, setting a worthly ex-
ample to their fellow countrymen when in
other lands,

-— -
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All the subscribers of the Maririve for
next year will receive it for the balance of
the year free.  Sample copies for distribu-
tion will b: mailed free te any address.

Let every Preshyterian family take the
Presbyterian Record, the official organ of
the church, gud atter that, whatever goud
reading matter they can afford, and we do
not think that the rvame amount of guod,
wholesome, instructive reading, suitable tor
week day and Sibbath dav., combined with
the same amoununt of information about our
own missions, can be obtained elsewhere at
a chearer rate than in the Marrvinme, Tts cost
in a home for a year is only tizenty-five cents,
its value, who van tell?

The editorial work is grtuitous,so thit in
subscribing for it you are enviching no one,
as any receipts above cost go to nussions.

With thanks for the kinduness of its many
friends in the past, we, ook to them as un-
paid co-workers to increase itz circulation in
the future.

The Syuod of the Maritime Provinces will
meet in Prince St. Chureh, " Pictou. at 7.30
p. m., Oct 3, For the first time simce the
Union of 1875, the wmeeting will extend into
the second week.  For the past fourteen
years the meetings of Synod have been har-
ried. Two days, or two and a half, left little
time beyond the ordinary routine of business
for the fuller consideration and discussion of
the different branches of the Chureh’s work
Let prayer be made throughout the Church
that the hopes for the coming meeting may
be fully 1ealized. Ro far as we have noticed,
the nominations by Presbyteries for Mod-
erator of Synod have heen, Rev. John Me-
Millan of Chalmers Church Hulifax, and
Rev. Neil McKay of CGhatham, N. B.

Do not put your letters to 'm'issioiia.;ies‘
in boxes of goods and clothing that you may
send. In the cuse of the New Hebrides
missionaries the hoxes are often delayed und
do not reach their destinatious until months
after letters wonld do so.  And whatever of
cheer freshnewsirom home would give is lost.

OCTOBER, 1889.

No. 10.

the Trinidad nissionaries the postal regu-
Litiony farbid it, and any one putting a let-
ter in a box to one of our missionaries there,
renders that missionary liable to a penalty
of fire pounds, besides making the govern-
m-nt more watchful and suspicions regard-
ing any grods that may be sent. ~ Tho gov-
ernment has been in all respects very favor-
able to our mission, but care must be taken
not to break the laws or give cause of of-
fence.

There are tiwes when it is cheeving to
hear of men being thrown out of employment,.
Such a time is that mentioned in the follow-
ing clipping :—*“In Boston there were over
two thousand applicants for liquor licenses,
and as the law lwits the number to seven
hundred and eighty, there are nearly fifteen
hundred places that must close.  An esti-
mate of the lss to thoge who have been re-
fused a licens+ in fixtures and income places
the sum at $3,000,00u.  About 3,500 bar-
keepers will be thrown out of employment.”
Welcomme the time when the uubliean shall
find employment at his harmful sratiic no
more.

Miss Tissie Copeland who has done such
gnod work in the S Fernundo school for
the pist five years. is coming home, having
completed her eugagement.  Miss Semple,
from faithful and suecessful work for about
eight yeais,returns m December.  Both the
schools require to be supplied, and it is to
be hoped that two lady teachers will be ab-
tained for the work.  Let application be
wade to Mr. Morrison at once.

The Avame church, formerly the station
of Rev. John Inglis in Aneityum, has heen
desivoyed by a burrican.e The other station
~0f.the Free Chuvch ut Scotland in the New
Hebrides, Futuna, wet with a beavy loss
from thesame, storm, the mission honse and

The toils of the preachers’in eatly-days in
our country, is sometimes recilled for the

Letters are mre like water than wine. They
donot improve with age.  In the case of

benefit of those whose lots have fallen upon

school being swepw-away.
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days of graater ease, but the report of the
**Culeairn” congregation of the Presbyterian
church of New South \Wales, of which Rev.
W, Scott Whittier, well known to many of
our readers,is pustor, shows thut the day of
*large and scatteved charges” is not yet
past.  The charge is but a few months old,
being pare ot & still lurger one that was bat
recently divided. and yet the report says that
it is considerably lavger than the o'd King-
dom of Judah ard Benjamin, 1t bia cleven
preaching stations, and its shortest side ex-
tends for fortv-five miles. ,"Ihe minister
travela fully give hundred miles un horseback
cvery mounth, preaches three times on Sabbath
and has onan average four weck eveningser:
vices. The gond wishesand prayevecf hismany
fricnde will be for the pastor's success in
building up the Locrd’s cause in that great
new land ju the far away Soutnern Hemis-
phere.

Two missionaries are asked for by the F-
M. Committze. Oue for Conva is needed at
once. The want is pressing. Tt usas a
Church inore carnestly ‘‘pray the Lord of
the harvest.”  One is wanted too for Dem-
arara, and the appointment of a fifth to Trini-
dad is to be made as swon as practicable, for
the better training of a native ministry, tint
as soon as possible there may be a native
church in the island, self-supporting, and
with a native ministry, leaving our Church
free to extend its missionary efforts to other
places yet in darkness.

At the last meeting of the Picton Presby-
tery, the McKenzie bursaries were' awarded
to Messrs. J. A. McGlashan, and J. A. Log-

an, and the MeGregor bursary to Mr. George
Millar.

There have been large additions to the
membetship of the char h in some of our
congregations, during the past year, Scots-
burn and River.John «ach added seventy to
the communion roll by profession of " faith,
und Bridgew ater received an addition of sev-
enty three.

Pictou Presbytery togethor with the pres-
byteries of the Kirk, have been holding
Sabbath Schiool conferences in the seveyal
districts into which the church within the
boundswasdivided for thepurpose. ‘At Glen-

“¢lg, New Glasgow, Westville, Durham, Pic-

tou, and Scotsburn, interesting meetings
have been held,wliich will, we trust,result in
decpened interest in the all important work
of teaching the young.

The Kirk congregation at Stellarton hns
been again happily scttled by the ordination
and indnetion of Mr. Rankin, recently from
Seotland.

The Tresbytery of Lunenburg and Yar-
mouth is as usual foremost in making ar-
rangements for the avgmentation work of
the present year. It visited Lockeport, =
Sept. 10th, Shetburne, Sept. F1th, and Clyde
River, Sept. 12th, in the interests of the
scheme. :

I'he annual meeting of the W. F. M. &
Kastern section is to be held in Charlotte-
town, on the 26th of the present montn. Mr.
and Mrs. M rton are to he present. Mrs.
Bwart, president of the W, T. M. 8. west,
is erpected.  Promise is given'of a meeting
of mo e thy n usual interest.

Three members of the Presbytery of Syd--
ney, Revs. Dr. Murray, Forbes of Glace Bay
and McQuarrie of Leiteh’s Creek, paid a vis-
it in August to Cape North, and spent u few
days in carnest, faithful labor there, and
dispensed the stevament to the good people
of that congregation. Daily preaching in
English and Gaelic furnished to those who-
waited upon the message, a feast of fat
things, full of marrow.

. —_—— )

The standing committeesappointed for the
year by the presbytery of Truvo, are : Aug-
mentation—James Sinelair, J. H. Chase, W.
D. Ness and T. P. Putnam ; Sabbath Schools,
J. A. Logan. James McLean, J. A. Cahill,.
and J. A Hill ; State of Religion— John Rob-
bins, J. D. McGillivray, A. L. Geggie, and
J. I. Blanchard ; Zemperance—W. T.Bruce,
D. 8. Fraser, E. M. Dill, and J. J. Brenton;
Statistics—B. Grant, Gavin Hamilton, and
Lucias McEhinney.

Rev. J. A. F. Sutherland has resigned the-
pastorate of St. James, Charlotte Co. N. B.

Mr. Coftin was licensed by the St. John
Presbytery at Fredericton Sept 3rd.

8t. John Presbytery meets at St. Andrews,
Oct 22nd.

Rev. Ewen Gillis has accepted a call to
West Cape, P. E. 1, and was inducted on
the 17th inst. e

Rev. A. I. Carrhas been called from Al-
berton, P. E. I. to Campbellton, Mir. N. B.
- Toch Lomond and Framboise congregation
is prospering. Since the induction of the
present pastor, Rev. Mr. McLeod, two years
g, sixty have been added to the church,
and within the past year & new manse has
been built. A fine bell, purchased by the
young ladies now adds its music to the Sab-
bath harmony,

el e

Chal 4t anind., J



" of the church.

THE MARITIME

PRESBYTERIAN. 293

Rev. W, R. Culder was inducted into the
pastoral chargo of the congregation of Mira,
on Sept. 10th. A beautiful day, a large re-
presentation of this extensive congregation,
and the solemn and impressivo services, all
combined to make the occasion one not soon
to be forgotten.

The Presbytery of Victoria and Richmond
has appointed committees as follows :  7'em-
perance—I. MeDonald and Angus MeMillan;
State of Religion—Rod McLeod, Alex Grant,
and A. McRae ; Subbath Schools, John Rose,
D. McDougall, and R. S, McLeod ; Statistics
—L. R. Gloag and K. McKenzie.

—————

Clifton congregation was visited by the
Preshytery of Truro, on Sept. 17th. Peace
was found within her walls and prosperity
within her palaces. The Preshytery express-
ed thankfulness for increased support of the
schemes of the church anda recommended
greater promptitude and liberality in the
support of ordinances at home,

Two of our congregations, Merigomish
and Brookfield, were happily settled on the
sixtte of August, and the posice was in
sowe way omitt~d from our last issue. Meri-
gomish has obtained the services of Mr.
R. Muir, o voung young mau recently from
Scotland, while in Brookffeld is settled Mr.
Gavin Hamilton one of the last graduating
class of Pine Hill. Bo h settlements are
bright with hope and promise.  May the
unions be Jong, happy, and fruitful of gond
to man and glory t» God. '

The Presbytery of Victoria and Richmond
for the first time in its history, met at Port
Hood on Sept. 10th. This section of the
congregation of Mabou and Port Hood con-
taing 21 families, with 21 communicants,
pays its share of the stipend, $125, quarterly
in advance, collecting it by envelope on the
last Sabbath of the quarter. It gave $4.00
for French evangelization. The S. School
is prospering and gave $14.00 to the schemes
TFamily worship is well ob.
served among the communicants. Members
‘of Presbytery expressed their delight ut the
prorress made in this section, and their
nopes for a bright.fatuie™. _. oy

The Pictou Preshyterial W. F. M. S::lields]
its fifth annual meeting in New Glasgow,
Sept 5th. The afternoon meeting in Now
St. Andrews Hall was devoted to business.
The report showed 27 auxiliarics and 4 mis-
sion bands, with 2 membership of 993.
Twenty boxes and parcels were sent away

pm-iug. The society raised during the past
year $1286, an increase of more than 3100 on
tho preceding year, The followin% officers
ware chosen for the current yeur : President,
Mrs. C. A. MeKay, Stcllarvon ; Vice-Pros-
idents—>Miss Burnside, Antigonish, Muvs. R.
S. Dawson, Picton, and Miss Millar, Ragors’
Hill ; Treasurer—Mrs. Moore, Pictou ; Sec-
rotary—Mrs. Merriman, Picton ; Assistant
Secretary, Mrs. Copelund, Picton. In the
ovening o public meeting was lield in United
Church. A childven’s “welcomo service by
sixteen little girls was very bewutifully ren
dered, while Mr. and Mrs. Morton's presence
awmong the speakers gave added interest to o
delightful missionary meeting.

VISITATION AT LOWER MUSQUODO-
BOIT.

Many rearders of th Manmmng will re-
member lotters in the Witness years ago
from the **Manse of Tulloch gorum’—~hy the
gifted pen of Rev. .John Sprott. On the
eleventh of September the Kastern Commit-
tee of the Halifax Presbytery, held a visit
tation of this bhistoric ¢ ngregation now
ministered to by Rev. L. H. Murray. The
first meeting was held at

ANTRIM,

Rev. A. Guun preached..  There are but
fifteen fatniiies in this sestion of the con-
gregation that contribute $120 a year for
pastoral support, and rased last year $§28
sor the schemes of the church. A flourish-
ing Sabbath School is kept up in swnwer
with twenty eight scholars on the roll.
Since the last visitation, three years ago,
marked progress has been made.  The
church has been repaired and there ave no
arrears.  Theie has also been an increased
rate of giving. $10.50 per family is now the
average for stipend, and $2 per family for
schemes. [Family worship, however, is not
generally.observed, and only six copies of
vhe Record ave taken. A prayer meeting
bas not been in existence for a number of
years. A member of the committee called
tor a show of hands of all who would] attend
2 prayer meeting. Almost every kaud being
raigsed, and a promise made that a prayer
would be organized, on the coming Sabbath
a chairman was appointed and advice Jwas
givenasz to the conducting of the meeting,
t2dll were highly pleased with the results of
-the examination. In addition to the prayer
nieeting <it>was recommended that more
copies of the Recorgz-should be taken and
that family worship.shguld be more gené»
rally observed. and :pastor. and people were
earnest'y commended to .God anil to the

during the year and fourteen .more are pre-

word of His grace.

R e
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LITTLE RIVER
gection was next visited, where divine ser-
vice was conducted by Rev. Jobn Valen-
tine.

‘Thero are here 60 families, ruising $422 of
thestipend,and givinglast year$100 to chureh
schemes.  ‘There are G copies of the Record
tuken and 30 copies of the MariTiMe Pres-
BYTERIAN.  The committee noted the sinall
number of families having family waorship,
twenty-five altogether, and urged its more
geveral observance.  Also the snall atten-
dance at the Sabbath School, 49 on the roll,
not one from ench family, and urged larger
attendance at both the Sabbath School and
prayer meeting, expressed satisfaction with
the progress made since last visit in finan.
einl matters, $100 additional baving Dbeen
raised fov stipend during the year, recow-
mended to have visitation by the elders
and an jucreased circulation of "the Record.

MEAGHER’S GRANT

scction of the congregation was not visited,
bub from the reports given 1t is in a promis-
ing condition.  Last year the whole con-
gregation comprising 102 families raised
S157 for schemes of the church, the largest
amount ever contributed in its history.

Cont. -

8. §. CONFERENCE AT STEW[ACKE

For The M arz'tz'mc:

Three years ago the Halifax Preshytery
was divided into distric's for the purpose of
holding snnunl Sabbath scheol conferences
throughout the bounds.  "The third of these
conferenees comprising the congregations of
Shubenacadfe, Lower Stewincke, Nine dile
River, Gays River, Milford and Eimsdale
was hels at Lower Stewiacke un the lthh
Sept. Twelve ministers and a large number
of superintendants a’ 1 teachers were present,
The watchword of the meeting was “‘co-
workers {with \Chyist,” and the first haf
hourf ~pent in devotional exercises and
aniopenng address by Rev. T. C. Jack, gave
tone to the day. ‘Then followed the reading
of repartsy num sixteen schools showing a
tutal of 8§ teachers and 776 schulars, The
average attendunce of the latter being 340.
The reports however revealed the discourag-
mg fact that only one teacher's meeting is
held in the whole district, only five professed
Christ during the past year, and but six
schools are opened the whole year. ’
At the afternoon meeting Rev. AL Camp-
‘hell, of Noel, led off withi‘an-earnest practic-
al address on “How to increase the interest
of the Subbath Schools.” 1t was follwed by
a short, discussion in which the several
speakers threw out many good hints for the

veachers and others. The Rev, James An-
drsws, Musquoduboit Harbor, who was in-
vited to be present,spent an howr explaining
the Tonic-Sol-Fe system of music aided by a
small class of singers.

At the cevening meeting, Rev. A, Gunn,
Kennetcook, well emphasized, by an enrnest
address, the relution of the children to the
church. He was followed by Reov. John
Robbins, of Truro. who delighted the audi-
ence for an hour i bringing under review
the sayings and doings of the world’s con-
vention in London. Rev. E. Grant, of
Stewincke closed the programme in a shovt,
pithy address, explaining and commending
the formation of the societies of Christinn
‘Endeavor in cach congregation. The hos-
pitality of theladies of Lower Stewiacke
was unbounded.  The singing, accompanied
with the organ at the evening meeting was
excellent, aud all separated with the feeling
that o year is a long time to wait for another
conference.  We anticipate good results
from the gathering of so many good Sabbath
School workers,

To give practical effect to the discussions
of the day, the following finding was drawn
up. That more attention be given to music,
that the registers drawn up %y our General
Assembly be generally used, that there be
more memorizing of Scripture, and an en-
deavor to get and keep more grown up peo-
ple in owr Sabbath Schools, that
superintendents and teachers wge and en-
courage scholars to enter upon the examin-
ation of ‘‘Higher religious Instruction”, and
above all that we give ourselves to more
carnest and prayerful work with the view of
leading the scholars to trust in and profess
Christ.™ Con.*

THE DUTY OF THE PARENT TOTHE
S. SCHOOL.
ADDRESS AT THE S. 5. CONFERENCE IN  NEW
GLASGOW.

In order to see clearly the duty of the pa
rent to the Sabbath School, let us first sce
the work to be done by these two agencies
and the relation in which they stand to cach
other in the performance of that work.

The great work to be.done hoth by parent
and Sabbath School may be swmmed up in
one_short sentence, vizi—To build up the
ryouhg mto the likeness of Christ.

The prime factor in this work isthe pa-
rent, the Sabbath School is secondary. The
parent is God's appointed agent, the 8. §. is
of man. The parent is a divine institution,
the Sabbath School a human one.

One view of the relationship between these

agencies is to look upon the Sabbath School
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as a modern substitute for the parvental train-
ing that used to bo the duty of fathers and
mothers, one of the convenient labor-saving
machines of modern times, which takes the
children of o community congregation and
gives them ruligious instruction by the
wholesale, relieving the parent of all respon-
sibility in the matter, just as our grand-
mothers used to card and spin and weave
their own wool,and grind by hand their own
grain, while now all these thingsare done ub
the mill. Sad to suy, there are some parents,
I teust, not many, who act upon this view
and consider all questions regurding their
duty to their children, as ~satisfactorily
answered when ‘they can say—I send them
to Sabbath School,

A second view is o wmodified form of the
one already mentioned, and looks upon the
Sabbath School as a partial substitute for
puarental training, an institution shat takes
charge of the children and gives them in-
stinction for part of the Subbath, but with
vegard to that time, or preparation for it, it
puts upon the parent no responsibility.

Both these views are based upon the idea
of substitution. Now while the doctrine of
substitution is the grand central truth of
the Christian veligion, it should have no
place  in  the velation of the Sabbath
School to the parent, or the parent to the
S, School.  That relation should be based
not upon substiiution, but upon co-opera-
tion, and this leads to amnother view of it,
and, I think, the right one, viz:—That the
S. School is a helper to the parent, a
co-worker with the parent in the grand
work of training the yonug for God.

Now every relation in life has its duties,
and the relation of the S. School to the pa-
rent being that of & helper, a co-worker, it
follows that this relationship involves mu-
tual duties—duties on the part of the S.
School to be, to the best of its ability, a
helper to the parent; duty on the part of
parent to obtain from this helper the best
possible results.

Now the ground which I am su]iposed to
cover to-night is the duty of one side of this
mutual relationship, viz:—the duty of the

* parent with repavd to this helper, the Sab-
“bath School.

Not the whole duty of parents
regarding the religious instruction of their
children, but.the duty 2lpng this inons line.

This duty wight be summied up™in, oune

sentence, vizi—to make the bést use of Fich LM
In order to do this there : re four:

a helper.
particulars which I may mention.

(1.) The first is to send the children to
the Sabbath school. Is it needful to show
thisa duty 2 If it Le the parent’s duty to
do the best that can be done for the reli-
gious instruction of the child, then plainly it
is o duty to use any agency that will help

in that work, and if the Sabbath Schiool be
o helper, it is o duty to make use of it.  If
it be a helper, no parent can refuse its aid
and be guiltless.

One reasnn for neglect of this duty is care-
lessneys with regard to the religious instruc-
tion of the children. I do not suppose we
have any such paronts here to-night. The
very fact of parents heing here, shows their
intorest in the matter. The only thing that
can boe done is to labor and pray that where
such carelessness exists purents may be led
to realize their responsibility for the child-
ren’s spiritual well-being as well as for that
of the body.

Anather reyson, not a common one, but
one which I have heard, for the neglect of
this duty, is that the teaching, and train.
ing of the young is the work of the parents,
and that they can teach them at home as
well as they can be. tanght at Subbath
School.

This reagson reminds one of the reason
sometimes given for not attending church,*1
have my Bible and can read o scrmon at
home, as good a one as I can hear in church,
perhaps, better.”
mand  of wnot forsaking the assemb-
ling of ourselves together it may be fairly
asked,—Do such people spend their time
reading their sermons at home while the
others ave in the church?

And so it may be asked,~—Are such par-
ents teaching their childven at home when
others are in the Subbath School, or is it a
mere oxcuse for neglect of duty. In most
cases the question answers itself.

But ceven if the parent be faithful, the §.
School is a helper, and though the S. S.
teacher be not so well qualified as the parent
| to instruct, yet the -change, the new voice,
the new manner, the impulse of numbers,
the joining in prayer and praise, will all
help to make more deep wnd lasting the
the parent’s work at home.

Furthet, there is the example Lo others.
The pavrent who dacs not send the child to
Sabbath School, no matter how carefully
the work of home instruction may be per-
formed, is neglecting a duty to others. The
} example malkes an excuse for the neglect of
other parents whose children get no reli-

ious instruction at home, and who if they
ﬁo not go to S. School, grow up in ignor-
ance and help to swell the mass of home
hthenism.

Permit-aeword of cantion here. Let not
the S..School be-mmude 2 substitute for the
church. If the childreéa-can only go to the
one let it 'be to church tather than Sabbath
School. But why this? Will -they not
understand more and learn more in-the

Sabbath School? That-may be, but there is

Apart from the com--
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one thing with regard to the young that is ‘ youfelt that you were laboring in vain and
even more important than the gotting of | spending yourr strength for nought and in
knowledge, i. e., the formation of habit. | vain, thechildwentaway unprofited, and the
Let the child form the habit of going to Sab-  teacherdisconraged. Thechildthat came with
bath School and of stuying home from | lessons all well prepared wasfamiliar with the

church, and when that child grows up and
goes out’ into life the habit™ of noglecting
church will be linble to continue, while
the 8. School will be abandoned with the
iden that itis only for children.  Onthe
other] hand let the church-going habit be
formed in carly life, not intermittent, spas-
modic, fine-day attendance, but regular go-
ing, until they think of nothing elso but be-
ing present, and the habit will prove an un-
told blessing when they go outinto life to
meet its temptoations, bear its trials, and
fight its battles. By all means, send the
child to Sabbath School, but do not make
it a substitute for church. This ought we
to do, but not to leave tho other undone.

It may be asked how can one do in the
country where families ave far from church.
If the 8. School is in the chureh, let it be
held immediately before or after publie wor-
ship, I think before is best, and thus one
journeying willdo, Otherwiseletthefew fam-
ilics of a settlement that way be far from
church hold their Sabbath School in the
school house or at one of their houses.  Of
course there are solitary families far away
to whom what I have said will not apply.
The family Sabbath school is the one for
them. T

(2.) A second duty of he parent is to sece
that the lessons are sthoroughly prepared.
Is it needful to show that this is o duty ?
I think it will be admitted that not only is
it the duty’of the parent to use this helper
the Sabbath’School, but to use it to the
best adrantage, to use it so that it will ae-
complish the greatest good, amd it will be
just as freely admitted that the child whe
woes to 3. School with lessons thoroughly
prepared tbenefits fto o far greater degree
than the one who does not.  The teachers in
our week day schools can bear abundant
testimony to thelfact that no pupil in any
school!will make; much progress who does
ot prepare jthe tHlessons at home, and the
Detter the preparationthe mure doesthepupil
profit and the more rapid \n'ogress does he
make. So is it with the Sabbath School.

Let me mention two or three benefits of
of such preparation:

1. There is e interest with which the
the childj will listen to the teacher- and
which it will take in all the axercises of the
school. You teachers-Efow this by expe-
vience. Look back over your classes. The
child that came with lessons unstudied,
Catechisms orffpsalm or hymm, wmemory
verse or golden text, unlearned, was deaf to
your inst-nction, pleading, and warning,and

l

subject, could talk about it, took an interest
in what the teacher had to say, and could
understund  and appreciate  the lessons
taught from it, and tllms there was o hope
that the great end of the work might be
seeured, that the teaching would reach his
heart and find an entvance there. In the
case of the unprepared one the seed is for
the most patt sown by the wayside; in the
other, it talls more or less. into good ground
and brings forti: fruit, in some thirty, in
some sixty, andn some an hundred fold.

Another benefit of prepared lessons, is the
self-respect and the desive and determination
to excel in the right which is fostered. Let
me agam recal your own experience. A
child comes to your class with no prepara-
tion; you ask him for the golden text,—*'not
prepared;” for the memory verses—*“did not
learn them;” for the Catechism—** don’t
know it;” you guestion him upon the lesson,
lie has not even read it over, and the child,
as o rule, seems to beone (uarter ashamed,
one half careless, and the remainder, nonde-
seript.  That child knows that the
teacher  disapproves, that the  other
scholars  cannot  admive. He has
sunk in his own estimation. His ambition,
his desire to excel in the right, is lessened.
That thing repeated, day after day, tends’ to
stunt and dwarf the child’s self respect and
while the body grows the character shrivels.
There is no worse thing for a chill—or man
or woman—than the loss of self respect, and
this process continued, helps in the deterior-
ation that is going on in tLe whole charact-
er, and aidsindeveloping thecare for nothing
spirit that uses the earliest freedom from
parental coatrol to escape from what has
come to he the tedium of the Subbath school.
Take another child with lessous well pre-
pared and mark the contrast. The teacher
approves. The child's self respectis strength-
ened and withthat the determination to excel
in the right. The whole character takes. a
step upward and onward, takesa further
trend toward the right, and as that growsh
in character goes gn-day-by day, the stimal-
us of the Sabbath-has its inflnence through
the week in-the prepavation of the next les-

-son, and not only so but upon all its work

and play, andthus the churacter building
goes on. Such childven develop into the
men and women that aim at the noble, the
good, and the true ; that excel in the right,

that live beautiful lives, and leave the
world better than they found it.
A third benefit of thorough preparation,
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is the knowledge chus obtained. The les-
sons committed and studied,are more deeply
impressed by repetition and by the side
lghts thrown upon them by the tcacher
and by others of the cluse, and the pupil
carries away, stored in memory, some in-
structive portion of Bible history or doctrine,

* that may be a harbor light or o beacon

light in time of temptation. Then there are
the precious verses of seripture or hymns,
that, stored up i memory, become part of
the character, for every thought original, or
borrowed is a stone in character building,
or, if you will, a stroke, a touch, in character
shaping, and these thoughts, lofty in char-
acter, Deautiful in expression, do their part
towards the perfcet sharing of the character
into the likness of Him who is our perfect
pattern. While there mmay be exceptions,
seldom is it that one whose memory has
been in childhood well stored with scrip.
ture, hymn, and psalm, has ever gone as-
tray.

gnd then there is the rich, sweet treasure
thus laid np for thought food when life’s
winter comes. Not long since I visited a
womun of great age,helpless, blind, and very
deaf, almost shut out from the world, but
for every thought mentioned she would find-
expression in some apt and beautiful verse,
strange to me, but that had been new and
loved when she had learned it, long years

ago.

g(3.) A third duty of the parent to the
Sabbath school is to speak well of the
teacher. This is but following out the line
of thought along which I have been speak-
ing, viz., the duty of the parent to make the
best use of this helper, the Sabbath School.
In order to do this not only must the chiid
be sent with lessons well prepared, but with
such an attitude of mind toward tne teacher
as will receive, in & spirit of love and trust
the instruction given. .

A slighting, contemptuons -~vord, spoken
by a parent, with regard to a Sunday School
teacher (or minister) will do much toward
counteracting the most earnest and faithful
cfforts on the part of that teacher (or minis-

" ter) for the child’s good. Tt is something

from which the child will perhaps never
‘wholly recover. The parent who thus,
thoughtlessly, itmay be, speaks desparagingly
of the teacher, in the presence of the child-
ren, is doing these children an irreparable
wrong, while the one who, so far.as it can
honestly be done, commends, does much_ to
strengthen the hands of such teacher and:
consequently to bring good to the child. Life
und Qeath are in the power of the tongue,
says the good book, and in no case is this
more true than in the effect which the words
of parents may have on the influence of a
S. S. teacher with their children.

(4) Tollowing on this swme lino of
thought, viz., the duty of the parent to
make the best use of this helper, we meot
furthyr duty of the parent to the . School,
that is, prayer. It is not enough to use the
helper, not cuough to send the child with
lessons well prepared, and miud well disposed
toward theteacher, thatvhe hest resultsmay be
obtained, we must romember th 1 neither is
he that planteth anything, nor ho that water-
cth, but God that giveth the increase, and
the list of dutios of the parent townrd the
Sabbath School would be incomplete with-
out this one.

There is prayer for the sclool, for the
teacher, for the children, I will not” speak
particulatly of these hecanse all who helicve
in prayer believe in the importance of such
prayer, andjmay we not hope, practice it,
but there is one duty that lies very closely
along the line that we have been following,
and that is the duty of thejparent, and those
that arclperforming the parent’s part, when
the children come home from the Sabbath
school,to take them'alone with God, praying
with them and for them %that the lesson thoy
ave lev rned and studied 1wuv he blessed.
ahito them.

What a grand keysione to the areh of tha
arents duty toward its helper the Sabbath
School. Throughout the week, day after
day, line upon line, the lesson has been
taught. Sabbath comes, and with lessons
learned and wind turning levingly toward

.the teacher, the child "goes to Sabbath

School, the Sabbath School, the pavent holp-
er, does its work, the child camssfliome, and
now all is done that human{power can do
and the parent takes the child to God and
pleads with Him who has the pawer that He
would bless the work that has baen doue,

—The ability of children to judge the
merits of 2 sermon shounld ‘never he under.
esbimated.  Not only Jis 'praise perfected,
but crizicismm fran the tmouth of bibes and
suckling is worthy of honer. ‘A gentleman
in New England}was called on te adressa
Sabbath-school, aud during his remarks he
seemed mach moved, bat ue one else appear-
ed to exp-rience the slizhest emition. [The
speaker continued to wips awsy th tears
-which chased each other diwn his mauly
cheeks‘ when & boy in 0 e class saéd to his
neighboit:--Say, Charlie, dojyou know what
that old dufféc.is” crying about 2 ‘Well,
said Chaclie, ‘if you hdd: t0 make a speech,
and hadn't anything more to.s.y than he has,
you’d feel bad toa.””’ - ’
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PIONEER WORK IN CAPE BRETON.

MR. Eprror :—I read with interest the
article in your last number on ¢‘Pioneer work
in Cape Breton,”  Will you allow e, how-
ever, space for a few additions and correc-
tinns.

First. 1In regard to the first visit of Dr.
MceGregor to Cape Breton, after the memoir
was published, I obtained more correct in-
formation resarding the circumstances in
which it was made, It was made on the
solicitation of Mr. George Sutherland,
grandfather of the Rev. George Sutherland,
of Sydney. N. 8. W, and of the late George
Sutherland of Trenton. He had come from
Aberdeen to Hulifax, where he had been em-
ployed «u the Government works, and thence
removed to Svduey to be employed in the
same way. He re-ided opposite Coxheath
about fomr miles fromm  Sydney.  The trip
cost the Dr. ten pounds which Mr. Suther-
land paid. He died thers aud his widow
and family removed to Pictou, where they
settled below New Glasgow, just by Trenton.

Secondly. I think it due that in a notice
of “‘Pioncer work in  Gape Breton” Dr.
MeGregn s second visit should receive no-
tice. It was in the year 181S, and was so
far as I can learn the first Presbyterian min.
isterial seevice after the Highland immigra-
tion to Cape Breton had commenced, and it
extended to every Protestant Gwelic settle-
ment on the Island.

Thirdly. Your correspondent is in errcr
in stativg that “from the Church of Scotland
the first regular supply was received.” The
first Presbyvterian minister who labored
statedly in Cape Breton wasthe Rev. Wm,
Millar.  H~ was a native of Ayrshire and
had studied Theology under Dv. Lawson, of
Seikirk. e was ordained by the Presby-
tery of Picton at West River, in the fall of
1821, as wminister of Mabou and Port Hood,
He immediately commenced his labors there,
in which charge he continued for thirey
yeors.  He was not a man of much energy or
ureat powers, but he wasa swod man, and
we believe his labors were nat in vain.  ‘Uhe
congregation, of which he solong had charge,
has ever since been notice:l. as for its num-
bers unsurpassed if equalled by any on the
Island for liberality and  Christian public
spirit. 1 may add that the Presbyterian
Church of Nova Seotia, having in the year
1824 licensed their ficst band of native
preachers trained at the Pictou Institution,
of whom, the Revds. Aungus MeGillivray,
Hugh Ross and Hugh Danbar, spoke Gelic,
allthree weresentouamissionto Capé Breton,
and two of them spent g winter there, I
think that of 1825.  This was before a visit
from any minister of the Church of Scotland
in good standing. For I must notice

- e . —  —amee . -

Fourthly., Tkat Rev. Mr. McKichan ar-
rived not in 1823, as stuted by your corres-
pondent, but in 1829, and the visit of the
Revds. D. A. Fraser and John McLennan to
which your correspondent refers took place
in the fall of 1827. Both these facts appear
from their correspondence, copies of which
are in my possession.

GEORGE PATTERSON.

INCIDENIS OF EXTRA—-PASTORAL
WOLK.

BY AN OLD NOVA SCOTIA PASTOR.
L,

The main portien of a pastor’s lubours
must be among his own flock, anl amoug
them he must expect to reap the richest and
most abundant finit. But [ suppose thu
every minister is called to do work outside
his cong egation, which may be productive
of very importsnt results. There was, per-
haps, more of this in former years when
labourers were few, and when a minister’s
holiday was a mission to some destitute dis-
trict, from which he returned blessed in
spirit as well as invigorated in body. I sup-
pose, however, that ministers fiom time to
time do somw» outside work, aud, perhaps,
may meet with very interesting manifest-
acions of the working of the Lord’s hand.
A few incidents of this kind in my own min-
istry may nterest your readers.

Shortly after my ordinati-n [ was sent hy
Presbhytery, along with a co-preshyter now
in glory, as a deputation to visit part of
Cape Dreton. During our mission we ar-
ranged to  dispense the sacrament of the
L ad’s supper in one of out congregations
which was done with preaching onall days
of the week then customary.  On the mars-
ing of one of. these, a beauntiful summer
morning it was, we were sitting chastng in
in front of onr host’s residence, when the
conversation turned upon persounally address-
sing individuals on the subject of religion.
Kelerence was maste to the injudicious and
even offensive mauner in which thiz was
svmetimes don 2 by a certain class of relizion-
ists, but I remarked that perhaps while we
were finding fault with the improper ways
in which others did it, we were not attend-
ing to the duty as we should. ¢ Well™
vesponded _my companion, ‘‘ suppose we
make 4 beginning. What do you say to eur
-goitig down and havieg a talk with this old
man,” pointing to one who was engaged
hoeing iu our host'’s* gardun.  He presented
rather a shabby appearance. His clothes
were rough and worn. He was bowed and
stooped, and while his appearance presented
nothing repulsive, it was rather rude. I

e - SRR —— |, e
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agreed to my brother’s proposal aml we
immedia-ely proceeded toward hins.  When
we reached the spot where he was at work,
we at onee entered inte ¢ouversation with
him, and after speaking tor n listle time
upon such topies as are common on such
oceasions, we introduced the question of
per-onal religion, asking him if he was
thinking on the subject.  He immediately
replied, and with some eagerness, asif glad
rhe matter had been introduced, *¢ Oh, yes.
I have for some time.” A long conversation
followed in which however, my brother,
who was alder than I, took the lead.

My recollection will not serve to give any®
thing like the order. but the  substance of it
T em never forger.  He told us that he had
been for some time anxions « n the subject of
veligion, that he had been reading his New
Testament ditigentty and ulso praying to the
best of his ability. But he had not had

religious instruction in youth and was now’

ignorant of diviue things. He had been
desivous of further information, but found
none of those about hun able to give him
what he needed, and he weleomed «ur
approach to him as of messengers of God.
He told us of his history. He had been a
man-of-war sailor and served throughout, the
Napoleonic wars ; had been in some of the
desperate engagements of that period, in
which as he described it, he had seen *¢ the
deck slippery with the blood and brains of
men.” Duaring this period he had no more
of the sense of religion that was common a-
mong the class to which he belonged, but he
told us a strange dream which he had at
that time which continued to dwell upor his
mind. Hesaw like a great furnace with
fire burning iniv, but in the midst of it a
huge beast, and ne sawa file of men one
after another drawn to be seized by this
horrid monster.  i{e felt himself drawn
forward. but almost immediately after felt
lumself seized and drawn back, while at the
same time he heard one saying, ‘I have got—
or I have saved—this one.”

We conversed with him for some time and
instrocted him in  the way of sdlvation.
e veceived the informmation aladly.  Indeed,
hie seemed already under the influence of
divine truth, but was highly pleased to have
it madz mere clear to his mmd, and he re
ceived the word asalittle chi'd. We were
struck with the simplicity and -hamility of
spirit that he manifested. With the view

- - .. - Sem
of testing his coudition we asked him, “Do

you love the Saviour ?° Ina tune I cannot
forget, as possessing simple faith with a
touch of something like surprise, that it
should be thought possible that he could
have any other fesling, he replied, ** O,
yes, I love Jesus.”
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We asked him then if he did not wish to
commemorate the dying love of Christ by
observing the Lord’s supper. He snid he
would like to do s if he thought he should.
Altogether he sesmed so sincerely and humb
ly pious, that we recommended him to do so,
and on the whole state of the case being
submitied to the session, they cordially a
greed to bis admission, and on the following
Sabbath he joined with us in the holy ordin-
ance.

1 heard of him years after, and found that
he continued to live a christian Jife. He
had severe trinls, but under them exhibited
much meekuess and continued instans in
prayer. He has long since fought his last
hattle and I have no donbt won & viccery
more glorious than Trafalgar.

I have only to add that a grandson of hig,
reported as a very excellent young muan,
lately finished his studies at our Hall and is
now an ordained minister of our Church.

The incident suggests several lessons .

Wivst, Does it not teach ministers and
Christian workers not to despise or over.
louk any wman ?

Secondly, What encouragement does it
afford to earnest personal effort with our
fellowmen on the subject of religion. Such
efforts may be sometimes repelled Lut we do
not know how often we would find the soil
ull prepared to receive the word.

Thirdly, “What a remarkable manifesta-
tion of the sovereign grace of God, and how
wonderful the arrangements of Providence
by which Gud seeks out his chosen and
gathers them into His fold.

Lastly, See the influence of the conversion
of one man extending to after geuerations,
and in ever-widening civcles.

Does it not say then, ‘ In the morning
sow thy seed and in thefevening wichhold nut
thy hand, for thou knowest not whether
this or that shall prosper or whether both a-
like shall be good.” ¢ Blessed ave they
that sow beside all waters.”

Aew FHebrides.

EXTRACT OF LETTER FRGM MK,
ANNAND.

Santo, New Hebrides,
June 20, 1889.
DeawMRr._Mclrroy @

Yours of Christmas came to hand on the’
third instaut. Thanks for greetings aud
pood wishes. I see by the Witness that you
were remembered substantially duriug the
seasun of oy and goad will. Quite a num-

.
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ber of the brethren have received fur coats
&ec., during the winter.

The gospel appears to be gaining influence
in the Maritime Provinces. I would like
tosee our people there doing mote for the
great

Nonrit WesT REGIONS

Both men and money seem to be scarce
out there. Now is the time to sow the seed
to advantage before neglect of gospel ordin.
ances has rendered the people careless.
‘I'he Church in the United States has hard
work making up the way inlee new states
aud tervitories

* *

You will be pleased to zee that we are
getting reinforcements for our field.

The past yecar has been very prosperous
in some parts of the group. Mr. Milne has
now the fargest chureh in the New Hebrides.
Aneityum comes in second, the Norih side
of Efate third, with 330 Communicants.

Epi is now wmoving strongly in favor of
the gospel.

1 regret that we could not attend the
Mission Synod this year, I could not leave
our station,have no rehiable helpers to put in
charge

Mrs. Annand is needing a change very
much but it is running too much sk for
her to go on a voyage in the *‘ Dayspring”
to tiie Southern islands.

We had a very pleasant but brief visit
from M and Mrs. Taton and daughter
for nearly three days, also three young
missionaries, McDonald, Gillons, and
Smaill were twenty four hours our guests.
They are thvee fine youny meun aud give
promise to be faithful laborers.

Some of our good fricnds at home send
letters inside the mission boxes aund as usnal
we do not get them by the il expected.
Some are now lying at H. Harbor,Efate. The
mail for the island, from Sydney to H. H.
was lost by the wreck of the Steamship
¢ Fijian” on Tanva. I do not know whether
any of cur letters have gone or nut but some
of our papers will certainly have disappear-
eda-

All quiet here. Mrs. Annand is laid up
just now. She has been suffering from
fever. neuralgia und nervous prostration
but is somewhat hetter.

Yours Sincevely,
J. Annand.

arinidad. .
LETTER FROM REV. JOHN MORTON.

For The Maritime

The International Missionary Union which
met at Binghampton,July 5th to 11th, closed

- - e e A A s - il Sl G s " nd i

with a farewell meeting to those of it3 mewm

bera who intended to return to their respec-
tive ficlds befo-e the end of the year. To
t»2 general public this was perhaps the most
impressive meeting held. On the platform
were nine men, most of whom had spent the
best years of their life in foreign mission
work, all of whom were eager to go back.

In the first pews were seven women, four
of whom had spent from 20 to 30 years ghar-
ing their husband’s toil and ‘cheering their
lut in the midse of heathenism.  Before an-
other meeting of the Convention all these
(D. V.) will be at their work again. Letme
introduce some of these to your readers. And
first come

REV, DR. SHEDD AND WIFE,

Presbyterian \ligsionavies, Oroomian,
Persin.  Dr. Shedd’s chief work is the train-
mg of an evangelical native ministry for the

leformed Nestorian Church as well as for
general mis<ion work, Dr. Shedd said :=
It is thirtv years since I staited out for
Persia. I find that my strength does not
show fo sevsre a strain as many who have
spent thirty years in this country. So Iam
going back and T am rejoiced to go.”

DR, KIP,

who is the very pittern of strong goud sense
and sincerity, said -

*Just twenty-eight years ago I was on my
way to China.  We were delayed ten days
by a calm in the South Atlantid, but the de
lay kept us from a typhoom.  We were one
hundred and one days on the voyage. This
is my third vacation, and if the Lonrd per-
mits, myself and wife will next September
ge back to China for the fourth rime. I hope
none of you will ever think that a mission-
ary is to be pitied. T am glud to go back.
And I commend you all tv God's goud care
and greeting.”

RENX. H. V. NOYES,
who shows not the slightest trace of physical
informity said :—

“My wife and myself expect to leave for
Canton, China. in September next and arrive
in October. I firat left New York on the
3rd of February, 1866.  And I was the last
messionary of the Presbyterian Board that
went around the Cave of Good Hapein a
sailing vessel. AsI go I feel that your
proyers go with us.”

REV. JOUX MORTON,

“said :—*I repeat what brother Kip said, Do

not heave a single sigh for us, We want
your prayers but sighs are of nouse. We
don’t want any praises. It is twenty-one
years ago last January eince we left for the
missionary work and we were the last to go
on a sailing vessel. Our ship was dismasted
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and all our goods were damaged. There‘

were tears shed when we left Trinidad and
there will probably be tears shed when we
get buck, but we dow’s want any heve. ”
REV. MR, MATEER
said :—*I went to Northern China in 1881.
Myself and a companion_were sent to open a
station two pundred miles in the interior.
There was a community of 15,000 Christiung
there but no pastors. My companion was
taken sizk and left. Andzorn atter my wife
was taken sick and we laid her away. I was
planning to go out in the country with a
company of fifteen preachers but my collea-
»ues told me I must come home and I came.
%expecz to go back in the Fall. There has
been o zrent famive in the region where I
have been and the missionaiies have fed
150,000 peuple every day and that bas ia-
creased olr opportunity to help them.”

. REV. T. J. PORTER
said:—“There was no necessity of presenting
these brethren to you. You Lknow them.
But you might be pardoned for doubting
whether I really am a missionary, 1f you

judged by my boyish laoks. 1 thask God |

vhat He has counted me worthy and has per-
mitted me to enter the missionary ministry
of Christ. Five years agn we went to Persia
and on account of Mrs. Porter’s health were
obliged to return,  We go back again this
Fall not to Persia but to Brazil.

All these were Presbyterians, while the
two following were congregationalists.”

REV. DR. BRUCE

said:—"I am guing back next October to my
work in Western India.  We use the Mara-
the language. Twenty-six years age we first
sailed for India, going around the Cape, and
in that time we have made one visit home.
This is our second. It has been a very pleas-
ing work to meand lam glad to renew it.

The programme was here varied by a song
from Miss Bruce in Marathi, which excited
mnuch heartfelt applause.

REV. DR. PORTER

said :—¢‘I have in my pocket three Chinese
letters pleading for me to come back to the
work that is so interesting to them and so

leasing to me.  ‘Therefore I am going, and
¥ ask your prayers.

REV. DR. PACKER,

who is a Baptist Theological Professor in
Burmah, asked to be excused from speaking,

and instead sang 2 Karen song. It was a]

translation of the hymn *“Nearer my God to
Thee,” and was beautifully rendered.
Dr. Nicholas, pastor of the Frst Presbyte-

rian Church, in which the conventivn met |

was then invited to the platform and_said
good-bye on the part of the citizens-of Bing-

hamton. ‘‘As chairoan of the logal enter-
tainment and in behalf of all the citizens 1
want to say to you that I'm glad you came
and I hope that you will come again. Bing-
hampton has received a blessing by yoar
presence. Now as you go hence we want to
give you a Chriatian Goodgpeed.  You've
asked us to pray for you.  Whll you not re-
member us ?

Rev. Samuel Dunham offered prayer, after
which Dr. Wood said farewell to the miss-
sionaries in behalf of the Union :—

©If I were not fully confident that what
God appoints is better than any change we
could make, it would be in my heart to wish
1 were one of you who are about to return
to a work which [ love with all my heart.
0, to be o messenger of Christ—a herald of
the good word of salvation ! My heart is full.
I can only say God b'ess you.”

Dr. iVood was for many years a mission-
avy. He is now returned on account of age
and infirmity. Let our young men read the
ubove statements attentively. Has any one
ever met & missionary who, after ten years
work in the field regretted his choice? At
Binghamten there were forty-seven mission-
aries assembled, many of whom were fast
growing old in the work.  The only regrets
heard were uttered by those whose health
prevented them going back. Those who ex-
pected to return soon, were almost envied.
There is a call now made by the Master for
men, for Couva auvd Demarara. Who will
gn? Those who volunteer for life, giving
their best to the work, neced not fear to lose
their life.  They will surely save it in the
best and highest sense.

) Jonx Moxtox.

August 21, 1889,

LETTER FROM MISS BLACKADDER

As School is closed for a few days, we
have two wecks vacation, I thought nerhaps
we would jot down a few items tor our dear
hone friends.

I left New York Satwday July 7, on
Sunday we were tossing on the deep. We
willdraw a_veil over the sufforing of that
sad time, 2]l who have suffered from sea
sickness will feel for us, and understand our
feelings, for nothing more need be said vn
that head.

We had a very pleasant voyage in the
Berinuda, Capt. ¥raserisa personal friend
“of-us all, avd his kindness added greatly to
the pleisure-of our v 0/age. .

A fortnight- from. the day we left New
York, we were in Poit:-of Spain. I confess'
we did miss the dear hoine faces, but we

got into our boat. and seated among boxes,
grunks, deck chairs, and all the small bun-

.‘:‘{
\
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dles that are tho pleasure, as well as the
sorrow of women’s lives, we went to the
Custom House, and had our array of
boxes exposed to the eyes of the custom
officer. He secing only two  timil women,
made u kindly seareh through one trunk
the most harnuess of the lot, and we started
for the Hotel.  Some of our young Indian
friends, bhad in the meantune gene out tu
the Berinuda, 1o meet us, but found we had
already landed. Soon after hieakfast Mr.
H. Morten and his biother called, then Mr.
Macrae came in and we did not feel guite o
desulate ax at first, but there is no place like
home, no faces so dewr as cur own friends,

We come to Tunapuna, found a kindly
welcome from Mr, and Mrs, Sudeen. spent
Sunday with them aund on Mondoy came to
Tacarigua.,

\We found our house nicely painted, so we
only had to havo the place washe:! aud the
grounds put in order. Then we.got some
new articles of furniture, aud Sungree and [
are as cownfortable settled as possible. All
the ather orphans are grown up men and
women now, 50 I do not feel like uudertak-
ing the charge of any more orphans.

Our churchesand schouls are well attended
considering the fuct that the Mort ns are
away. ‘There have been some baptismsin
Tunapuna and Arouco. We have noue here
as yet. There is 2 good deal of sickness in
the Island, and there have been several fatal
cuss:s of dysentery.

I had a short visit to San. Fernando,
found the Grants and Miss Copeland hurd at
waork asusual.  Success all along the line.
Miss Copeland has had great success in her
wotk.

I went to Princestown, found many
changes there, so many faces gone. I at.
tended a prayer meetingin the Indian chureh,
found those 1 had known years aga, small
children, now young men and wutnen. Three
of the young men made touching and beauti-
ful prayers  Our church hus been fortunae
in obtaining such workers as the Mucracs,
and Miss Semple.

Will you still remember us iu prayer, we
need it so much,
Yours Sincerely,
A. L. M. BLackappen
Tucarigua, Trinidad, Ang. 23, 1889.

TALMAGE AND LORD CHESTERFIELD.

Tehnage of «ur own day and‘Lotd Chester-
field of & century and u half ago have not
much in commoun, but theig opiniens upon
the liquor license Jaw and prohibition ap-
prar very simisar,  We give helow t<o ex-
tracts from their speeches,one by tie forwmer
not vesy long since, one by the former in the
House «f Lords in 1749.—Ebp.

LORD CHESTERFIELD.

“Luxury. my lerds, is to be taxed, but
vice prohibited, let the difficulty be what it
will ~ Would you lay a tux upon & breich of
the Len Commandments?  Weould not such
a tax pe wicked and scandalous 27 Would it
not inply an indulgence to all those who
could pay the tax? .

Vice, my lords, is not properly to be tux-
ed, but suppressed, and heavy tuxes are some-
times the only meaus by which that suppres-
sion can be obtained. Luxury, or that which
is only pernicious, by excess, though not
utrictly unlawfuo), may be made more Jdiffi-
cult.  But the use of those things which are
simply hurtful iu their own vature, aad iu
every degree, are to be prohibited.

None, my lords, ever heard, in any nation,
of a tax upon theft or adultery,becanse a tax
implies a licence granted for the use of that
which is taxed to all who are willing to pay
it.

Drunkeness, my lords, is universally, and
in all circumstances, an evil, and therefore
ought nut to be taxed but punished. The
noble Jord has been pleascd kindly to inform
us that the trade of distilling is very exten-
sive, that it employs great numbers, und that
they have arrived at exquisite skill, and,
therefore, he says, the trade of distilling is
uo* to be discouraged.

Once mme, my lords, allow me to wonder
at the different conceptions of different un-
derstandings. It appears to be that since

The school wasclosed, so Idid not see
that, but the average last year was larger
than that of any previous oue.

We expect a visit from Mr. Fraser next
week.  We have had many to see us. Our
old pupils, and those who used to be with |
us in the home have all called to pry.us their
respects.  Some of them bringing dear httle
children with thewm to.siow us.

1 have sent clothes-to Couva, also 1o Mr.
Sudeen, sent giwrnients to Red Hill, Orange

the spirit which the distillers produce is al-
lowed to enfeeble the limbs, vitiate the
blood, pervert the heart, and obscure the in-
tellecs, the nuwmber of Wistillers: should be
no argument .iu their favor, for I never
heard that-alaw against theft was repealed
-or delayed because thicves were nnwmerous.

Tt appenrs to e, my lords, that really, if

j 80 formidable a buly are confederate agwnst

the virtues or the lives of their fellow-citizens,
it ts time to put an end (o the havoc, and to in-
terpose while itis yet in our power to stup

Grove, Avnca, and Tacarigna.

the destruction.

et —N it e . . -
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So little, my lords, am I affected by the
merit of that wonderful skill which djstil-
lers are said to have attained, that it is, in
my apinion, %o facully of great use te man-
kind to prepare palatable poison, nor shall I
ever contribute my interest for the reprieve
of a murderer, because he has, by lony prac-
tice, obtained dexterity in his trade. If their
higuors ave se delicious that the people are
tempted to their own destruction, let us, at
least, secure them from their fatal diaught
by bursting tha vials that contain themn.
Let us crush at once these artists in buman
slaughter, who have reconciled their country-
men to sicknessand ruin, and spread over the
pitfalls of debavchery such a bait as cannot
ve resisted.”

DR. TALMAGE,

“Now let us have a high license for theft.
Get ready your excise commissioners. We
will have §5,000 or $10,000 high license for
theft. \We¢ must somehow put down. these
small eniminals that are stealing door mats,
and postage.stamps and chocolate-drops.
For high license we will give toa few men
all the privileges of running off with §50,000
of the Newark Bank, of watering the stock
iu a railroad company, taking $250,000 at
one chp. Now, [ shall have this hcense
very high, say 810,000 for theft, aud in that
way we shall put an end to all these sneak
thieves, and two-penny scoundrals, and
whatf rats, and all hail to the million-dollax
rascal ! You will never put down theft in
this country until you give a few people for
high license all the privilege ot stealing.
‘Then there is the evil of blasphemny. Let us
for a high license say $10,000—gather a
hundred men in these cities, men of the hote
test tempers, and the fiercest tougue, and the
most spiteful agaiust Godand decency. Hav-
ing gathered this precious group to do all
the blasphemy of the country at high license,
give them full sweep, and then just let us
extinguish all these small swearers, who
never have any genius at swearing, and who
always swecar on n small scale, and who never
get beyond by George !” or “*my Stars!” or
“Darn it I LExtirpation for swearers. You
will never put down blasphemy in this coun-
try except by high license. And the sin of
murder ! Why, your law against it is & fail-
ure. Muraer on Long Island, murder in Il-
linois, munter in “Pennsylvania—murder all
over. It isalmost impossible to copvict one
of the desperadoes He proves.an alibi right
away. Or he did it under emotional ifi¥an-»
ity.” Cuurt-house full of sympathizers, and
when he is cleared the crowd follow him
down the street thinking he ought to be sent
1o Congress! Yonr law against murder is a
failure! Now, we have gotto stcp these
clumsy assassins who kill people with car-

hooks and Paris green, and dull knives, and
having a high license, say $10,000 or $20,-
000, give to & few men the privileve of gen.
teelly and skillfully and gracefully putting
their viccims ouc of their, worldly misfor-
tunes. You will never stop mnrder in this
country until you put a high license upon it.
and let u few men do all the kitting. Bus my
dear friends, ull irony aside, you see that if
rumselling is vight, we all ought. to have the
right ; and if it is wrong $5,000,000. paid
down in hard cash for one license ought to
produce no immunity.”

AN INDIAN VILLAGE.

BY THE REV. J/' WILKIE, INLORE.

Come with me to one of the many vill yres
that you see from our home at Indore. The
country for the most part is level and bare,
with here and there two or three tall trees
only to break the monoton) of the sceue.
Woo.ds, as you understand that term, ave
unknown ; all having been removed hund-
reds of years ago—for you remember we are
travelling over ground that was old when
our Saviour ¢caume to carth, that this tradit-
jonary history carrics us away back to the
youth of munkiml.  These trees indicate the
aboge of the protecting divinities of the wil-
lage and so let usaway to it to see it as it is.
Roads to it there are none,, as we understand
that term.

GNLY CART RUTS OR FOOT PATHS.

that wind here and there as seems to be
most convenient. Holkar and other native
chiefs do not trouble the Public Works De-
partment abous such things—in fact, alimost
the only thmyg for which that Department
eristsay to Luild new palaces, Five large
new pzlaces were under constraction within
four miles of lndore when we left there,
each costing probably not less than & quarter
of a million each. When the demands for
new palaces, the Zenana, an occasional new
temp-e and the thousands of lazy fakirs and
Sadhus ov holy men are met, there is hut
tittle lefo for roads or anything else. You
requive to go to a native State to ser how
beautifully the doctrive—that the people ex-
ist for the king—can develop.

Though thereare no voads, there is no
lack of custom houses that every mile or two
are set down on every cart track in the
country. To understand the working of
| these start out from Inadore

-

"~ WITH A LOAD OF SALT.

It is cliéap euough at the railway station?
even aftes the Britich Government had

levied its small duty i but before you hate

gone oue hundred miles you find the con-

stant daily duty for travelling over Nature’s
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roads have so raised the cost price of your
salt that the poor people can’t touch it, that
1t has become a luxury for only a very few
rich ones among them.

SEI HOW DRY AND PARCIED

overything looksas we cross the fields. It
is December, our winter weather, but you
feel the value of your sun hat and probably
an umbrella too. What a Dbright sun!
Smoked giasses are a luxury. No green
grass to relieve the eye though yonder is a
field full of delicate green.

AU YES, OI'IUM FLOURISIES

in Central India. All the finest land, the
greater part of the water supply and labour
of its people aud the care and attention of
high and low alike are given to the cuitiva.
tion of this terrible curse. Dearly has the
victory over the Chinese been bought and
the price is not by any means all paid. Tt
ig true that the native princes in order to
raise this highly priced drug were led to dig
wells, that otherwise would not have been
thought of ; but even these have been and
shall continue to be dearly paid for. Do
you wounder that people who have so little
to live for or to stinulate ambition, so few
enjoyments, 80 little to relieve their paine,
when constantly working amongst it should
gradually develop a taste for it.  Yonder is
a field of it, all cut up into beds of six or
eight f:et square, cwmefully weeded and
watered. See the women of the village are
all out working but
WHERE ARE THEIR BABES?

At home sleeping under the influence of
opium. In the moining after its meal a piece
of opium is put into the child's mouth and
in unconsciousness it quietly awaits the re-
turd of the mother from the fields, At noon
and again if need be at night the dose is re-
peated. Do you wouder at the large mortal
iy in Central India? lHardly a child there
does not get opium as regularly as its meals
till it iz about three years old. But it is not
confined to children. Have they colds, or
fevers oraches of any kind, then opium is
their solace. Often it is more easily obtan-
able than food and so used to drown the
cravings of an appetite that cannot be satis-
tied. ou would find it hard to answer the |
indignant charges of the thinking ones
amongst them who point to the terrible rav-
ages of this evil seen everywhere and per.
chance even felt, and who, Jaying the blame
at England’s door, ask if this1s what Churis-
tiamty prompts, or is it so powerless .there
that it cannot after all these centiries of
growth check such cruel undelfishness.

“\We have not yet Xfear reaped the full
harvest of iniquity. In Chinn they have
begun cultivating it themselves and sodo not

.a_great river.

require the Indian article in the same quan.
tities ag before.  Lnrgo stocks are unsalable
in India. ‘The stockholders toust get money
and so the article is lowered in price, en-
couragement given to its use and the evil
still further developed. \When will nations
learn as well as individuals that as we sow
SO MUSL we reap.

A BRAVE LITTLE DUTCH BOY.

The country of Holland, in Europe, is al-
most surronnded by the sea. To be sure
there is nothing strangze in that, for all islands
are entirely swrounded by the sea. But
Holland 18 a low country, and if the people
had not built high banks to keep the water
off. whenever there was a storin or a vory
Ingh tide, it would wash right over the whule
land, and sweep away a!l the houses and
drown the peopie. 'T'he Holland folks built
the buuks many years ago. They are called
dykes. They are not only high, but so thick
through, there is room for a broad street on
top. Tvrees are planted along these streets
and it is a pleasaut and airy place to walks
Men are chosen whose business it is to watch:
these dykes, and see thut the water, which
is always trying to break through, never
does. It is necessary to be very watchful,
for if there cmes a break ever so small, it
must be stoppod at ouce, or it will grow big-
ger and bigger, and it would take but a few
bours to brirg on a‘lreadful flood.

Aand even tite smallest Dateh child knows
the danger of being careless about the dykes.
Oue evening a little boy iu the city of Haar-
lem, was on his way home. He walked fast,
for it was getting late. It was a quiet part
of the city, and there was no one but himself
on the street. Everything was quiet, so
quiet that presently he heard a soft gurgling
sound like that of running water. Ab, Have
knew in a moment what that meant; it
meant that somewhere sea had made a little
voad through the dykes. He stopped aad
looked carefully and eagerly, and very scon
he found it—a tiny strean that rippled and
ran as thoueh it meunt not the least bit of
harm to anybody or to anything.

But Hans knew better than that, and the
first thing be did was to look about for some-
thing to stop it. He could fiud nothing.
What shoulil he do ¥ Should he run into the
city and eall a watcliman ? But before he
could get aie,.thelittle stream might become
He looked up and down the
erapty street. ‘Well, there's one thing T
can do,’ sai® Hans to himself, and he wene
up to the great dyke and put his fingers into
the hole. ltjustfilled it. ‘Isn’t thatincky?
thought Hans. ‘And now I'l stay here till
somebody comes.” And he did.

e
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The twilight passed, and the night came
on ; the stars shone out one after another ;
by-and-by the moon came up in the eass;
very slowly the hours went by ; it seemed to
Jitt'e Hans that never had there been so long
a night, Ouce he ~ew a man walking aloug
oun the dyke, but t - far off for hi¢ voice to
re~ch hitn. He gtew tired and cold, but he
did not give up. He th nght of the stories
he had heard of the damage done by the
floods in times past, when the dykes had
given away. He thought of the little broth-
ers and sisters at home, and of other happy
homes that might be swept away should he
leave his post.  And so he bravely staid by,
though it «cemed to him sometimes that he
should drop Jown, he was so tired. every
ounce in awhile he would cull out, and early in
the morning a watchman heard him and
hastened to the spot. And it was not long,
you may be sure, before others came, and
the little break was stopped, and Hans was
carried to his homwe.

The Dutch area brave people and have
fought many battles in the past to save the
country from its enemies. But among themn
all there was never a braver hero than this
little boy, who thrud:ic the long hours of
that lonely night, svved the great city from
the sea.—Onr Little Men and Women.

THE RAINY SABBATH.

My dear child. you cer'ainly are not go-
ing outin this r~in!” said Mrs. Hill, as her
daughter entire | the room dressed for the
street, on a disagreeable Sabbath morning.

“Yes, mamms; I am going to church,”
she answered pleasantly; ““the rain did not
keep me from the concert last week, nor
from going to the stores yesterday. Tom,
what did you do with ny ambrella ?”

*T am sure I don’t know," said the youug
man who had just sauntered jn. “But
what nonsense—you going to church this
morniug! You had better stay at home;
you can read a sermou that will do you just
as much good ”

“‘Forsake not the assembliug of yourselves
together,” quoted his sister. “‘Ah ! heie's
my umbrella. Good-bye.”

As Mary approached the church, walking
carefully through the rain and mnd, Harry
Hampton, a brightfaced boy of fourteen
came rapidly down the “church steps and
ran against her, as she started up, ™I heg
your pardon.” said the Doy, raising his hat.,
“Why, Miss Mary! is it possible veu are out
such a day as this? Let me help you up
those slippery steps.”

‘“You arc gning the wrong way. llarry,”
said Mary, pausing a moment, as he turned
again toward the street.

“Well, ves,” replied Harry, with a slight
blush; ‘I looked wmto the church and it
locked so empty and desolate that I thought
I would go to sce some fellows who had in.
vited me to their roome to duy. Iknow that
it i3 not the way to spend Sabbath,but you do
not know how lonely a boy gets when in
town hike this, by himself all Jday on Sab-
bath.”

Harry Hampton was the son of a farmer,
with whom Murs, Hill and her family usually
spent the heated summer months.  Mary
had heard that Harey had come to town and
entered a store. She had intended to ask
Tom to hunt him up; as she now spoke, she
reproached herself for not doing so.

*I know you must be lovely,” replied
May; “‘will you nut come and sit with me
in our pew ? I, too, am alone to-day.”

¢Certainly, if yon wish it,” and the hoy’s
face brightencd as he followed the pretty
and well.dressed young lady into church.

The minister guve his text, ** Choose ye
this day whom ye will serve,” and followed
it with an earnest appeal to those who had
not yet chosen the Lord’s side. When the
services were over and Mary turned to
Harry, she was startlel at the earnest,
thoughtful expression on his face; he refused
her invitation to dinner, and walked quietly
off to his own room,

Several weeks bad passed, and Mary had
seen nothing more of Harry; when, one
bright Communion Sabbath she was made
happy by seeing him come forwara to be re-
ceived into thechurch.

““I want to thank you for keeping me at
church that rainy Sabbath,” said Harry, af-
terwards. ‘I was on the road to ruin that
day, and the sermon I heard stopped me.”

Harry Hampton js active member of
church, and Mary Rill often thunks God
that He used her faithfully spent ‘‘rainy
Sabbath™ in the salvation of a soul.—Chris-
tian Observer,

DOING NO HARM.

The story has been told of a soldier who
was missed amid the bustle of a battle, and
no one knew what bad become of him, but
they knew that he was not in the ranks. As
soon as the opportunity offered, his officer
went in search of him, and to his surprise
found that the man during the battle had
been amusing himself in a flower garden,
When it was demanded what he did there,

he excused bimself by saying, *Sir, I am

doinig-no, harm.”  But he was tried, con-
victed and-ghot ! What a sad but true pic-
ture this is of mafly who waste their time
and neglect their duty,.and who can give no
hetter answer than, “Lord, I am doing no

harm.”—Ez.

R
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“ LOVEST THOU ME?”

How lightly some can speak of love,
Aund call the Saviour dear,

Who seldom hft the'r hearts above,
Or throb with holy fear.

They say they glocy iu the Crosg,
Yet noue themselves they bear;

They think, while free from pain and loss,
The martyr’s crown to wear.

But love is just the hardest thing
A man ean learn to dos

And that of which ten thousands sing
Is underst .l by few.

It is not but u passing thrill,
A ray of winter's sun;

It is the heart, and mind, and will
By which our life is done.

It yiclds, if God should ask for much
Nay, if He asks for ali;

It welcomes ¢'en the chastening touch,
And hears His lightest call.

If truly we would Jear to live,
To love we must b

Yet who ¢ force hum wif to give
\What only grace can win ?

My Saviour, if I dare not say
That I have love 1o Thee,

Do Thou, I pray Thee, day by day,
Reveal Thy love to me.

And thig shall be ~av rapture, when

Before Thy dace 1 bows
I ouly wished to love Thee then,

I Znow L love Thee now.

—Sel.
A HINDU IIUSRAND'S CREED.

The Hinda idea of marriage is curious. A
man both day and nizht must keep his wife
s0 much in subjection that she by 1o means
be mustiess of her o n actions I the wife
has hier own free will, notwithstunding she
is of superior caste, she will go amiss. A
woman shall never go out of her house with-
out the cunsent of her husband, and shall
pay proper respect to her husband’s father.
the spivitual guide and her guests, and shall
not eat until she has first served them with
victuals (if it is medicine she may take it be-
fore they cat); a woman shall never go toa
stranger’s house, and shall not stand "at_the
door, and must uever look out of a, window.
1f a woman, following her own inclinations,
goes whithersoever shé chdoses and does not

" regard the words of hermaster, such a wo-

man shall be turned away., If a man gocs
ou a journey, his wife shall not divert her-

\

! self by play, not see any public play, nor
laugh, nor dress heiself with jewels or fine
clothes, nor see dancing, nor hear musie, nor
sit at the window, nor ride, nor behold any-
thing rate or choice, but ehall fasten well
the house deor and remain private; and
shall not eat any dainty victuals, and shall
not view herselt in a mirror; she shall not
excercise herself in any agreesble ewmpluy-
ment during the absence of her husband.

DIGNITY AND DUTY OF THE ELDER.
BY REV. JOSEPH FR. KERK, D. D,

He is found as far back ns the ways of
Moses from which time on down to the cap-
tivity he is largely a civil «flicer, chosen by
the people to exereine governmental author-
ity. When the synacogue system appears
he is ceen upon its beuch, with functions
more ecclesinstical and religious ; and in the
early Christian churches his identity as a
spiritual overseer becomes suill plaiuer, al-
though he is not commissioned to preach, the
Apostles recognizing two parts in the pres
b, terial oflice—teaching and governing, as
in the synagogue there were elders who
rend and expounded the Scriptures and tra-
ditions, and elders who munased in matters
of order and discipline. Inove of the let
ters to Timothy we get the exhortation,
‘Lt the elders that rule well be considered
worthy of double nonor, especially they who
labor in weid and doctrine.”  Thus the rul-
ing elder moves into his own place in the
Christian society, lesing nothing of his pres-
tige. shaving ordination  with his teaching
Lrother. equal with him in the governing
pe:ogative, and dittering from hin solely in
not veing chosen 1o ministey in word and
dactiine,  The testimony of the Fathers and
Reformers puts honor on his head and power
in his band, as one who bears rule in the
Lovt’s house, and the necessities of the pres-
ent day are emphasizing his oflice to a degree
that is as remarkable as it is gratifying.

He gets no stated salary, he is not paid in
the shekels of the sanctuary, albeit his con-
stitutional right to renumeration, along with
his teaching brother, and both as the peo-
ple’s representatives, could, I think, be just-
ly raised. But he is usually in business, or
the pnssessorof a comfortable income, and
s0 the honor of his place is deemed suffici-
ent, togetaer with-the personaljoy of doing
the will of Christ. The teaching elder has
.50 secular employment ; if he has, it should
he closed out, that he may give himself sole-
ly to the duties of his spivitual sphere, de-
pending for livelihood upon the provision
that they who preach the gospel shonld live
for it. The ruling elder sees this, while
holding the principle of parity,and leads the
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people to sce the propriety of it, speaking of
his brother s *‘our pastor,” cheerfully ac-
cordmg him preeminence in all departments
of church lite,  conperating with him in
apiritual inspection and general admistra-
tion.

Perhaps long usage ias dulled the elder’s
notion of his own dunity—the honor and re-
spnnaibility of his office ; he feels himself to
be a sort of ccclesiastical convenience, es-
pecially about communion time. e has
every confidence in the teaching elder, and
is assured that things will be kept moving
by Lim, and that all he necds to do is to be
a feeble assistant in & m.st general way.
He is harried with commercial cares, and it
may be, domestic trials; sometimes he is
surely perplexed and disheurtened by the
cross purposes in his lot, ~o he slips along
softly in hia eldership, lamecuting his use-
lessnese, and half afraid that the lamenta-
tism is echoed throughout the parish.

But the dear man is a thousand times more
precious than if he were to magnify his posi-
tion, sv as to be an offensive, nrggressive,
and destructive force in the church which
pro‘esses to serve, but in fact is ambitious
to “run.” The consequentisl, dictatorial,
und scheming spirit which shows itself now
and then in the ruling as in the teaching eld-
er, deserves sharp rebuke in both ; and if
this be in vain, then it should be escorted to
the door in the iuteresis of piety and peace.
‘The man who so exalts himself, ought to be
abwed. He is a chronic irritant, and does
work for the devil oftener than for the Lord.

But surely there is a middle ground where
the vuling elder may be mure than an eccle-
aiastical convenience, and considerably less
than an ecclesinstical nuisance : and this
ground has been traced in the ninth chapter
of our Book of Governmeut, where the Ses-
sion 18 charged to preserve the purity and or-
der of the Church by the wholesome exercise
of discipline, “and toconsort the bestineasures
for promoting the spiritual interests of 1he
congregasiom.”  Our elder must then be use-
tul notalone in his judicial capacity, but
also in a religious and evaugelizing capacity;
he is tv help devise measures, and lend
hand in their execution. These measuves
shouldl be adapted 50 the church und its
neighbarhood, growing out of the neels,
tastes, habite, and” sociul positions of the
peopie ; und he should havasuch kuowledge
of his parish, get such knowledje “of-how
wark is being done in other parishes, be ani-
mated with such zeal for his own constitu-
ency, as that he will ever and everywhere be
found alert in mmd, heart, and hand for all
that widl be likely to advanze the general
prospenty of his church.

In additien he will be faithful in voutine

work, visiting the sick and afllicted, choer:
ing the aged, keeping wack of the baptized
youth, and trying te lead them intu. tho
higher consecrations of the Christian life ;
laboring in the Sabbath-school, where he
never forgets that his own childhood needed
patience, gentlencss, and tidelivy ; praying
in the week wmeeting, and learning to pray
unto edification ; organizing and developing
cottage meetings and missions, as means of
grace for non-church-goers— in short, he will
aim to keep ahead of the commn level in
things Scriptural, spiritual, and saving, so
thatHf a day should como when the teaching
elder is absent or the pulpit is vacant, .he
may stand and preach the truth, or read it
as annanged by another, unchallenged by the
mmost spiritual member of the Church, hon-
ored or admired as & true and zealous ser-
vant of Chiist Jesus ministering in His
name.

Ic muy be said that this is the ideal elder,
not the actual ; the impoasible rather than
the possible, But some of us know of men
who have actually come far up to this stan-
dard ; men of faith and of the Holy Ghost;
men directly from the common people, en-
dowed with suncriied common-gense and in-
epited tc wulk wurthy of their high voca-
tion ; men who have lived, toiled, and suc-
ceeded in their solemn trusts until releaged
by the Master and brought into His immedi-
ate presence on high. They proved to be
the right men in the right place, The mis-
take everywhere is becuuse of the wrong
man, Political, social, financial, and other
considerations of a purely secondary charac-
ter occasionally fill the offices in the church
as they (ill them in the State. The right
man is passed by, he is as modest as he is
meritorious, he ig not anxious to be put in’
the white light, and the 1esult is conspicu-
our ineflicieney and poor work by the wrung
man.

A good way for correcting snch blunders
has been devised in the rotary plan, which
is supposed to revolve until it evolves the
best materinl for the Church Session. If the
teaching elder can be retired for failure, cer-
tainly the ruling elder should be Jiable to
the same fate for the same cause. But many
a mister has had to go, go with a breaking
heart and heavy step, while the elder who
might have helped him to stay and render
grand service, stays on himself to help of-
ficinte around another victim.

Yes. you want gond and true men in the

*Session, and as they touch shoulders and
‘hearts and"liunds, and by their concerted,
compacted strength-carry the religious wel-
fave of the church, théy~will present to the
world such an association -of gracious wis-
dom and strength as shall commaad. univer.

sal respect, admirstion, aud love.
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Among various methods for nouvishing und
rendering nore eflicient this scriptural of-
fice,. stress may be laid on the Sessional

raycr-meeting, monthly, weekly, or on Sub-
Enth morning prior to the preaching; and
also o union elders’ meeting convened from
neighboring churches at convement scarons
for closer acquaintanc: of face and field.
Then there is great value in districting the
congregation, giving to cach man his own
sectivn, asking him to keep in view the fa-
milies therein, rendering any service which
may be proparly asked, and notifying the
pastor of suy fact or condition that should |
have bis attention.  Moreover, lot there be
an anuual vigitation by the teaching anld a
ruling elder, which enters the home and
manitests o prayerful iuterest in its peace
and prosperity. No matter if the men are
away; no matter if the children are mustly
away; this licial inspection is reported to
them, and the sweer flavor of it fills the
house fot many a day to come. 1t should
not shut out the personal calls f the pastor
wvhenever hie should choose to drop in, when-
ever he may wish to converse contidently
with the houschold, or a'y member of it.
This is always his privilege, bLut certainly
there is wuen to be said in favor of an an-,
nual “‘riding the lines,” the coming rounud of |
both sides of the spaitual gorvernment ol a
given chureh, at otated intervals seemg how
the people “*do.”

It is possible that some congreg itions need
to be educanted here.  Now and then a par-
ishioneer says to his pastor, *‘Oh, we don't
want the clder: come yourself:” and the
elder feels that Ze is not welcome, that the
preference  is for a  quarter of an
hour of gossip with the minister.  The
clder keeps the fact of the official visitation
too prominent; he may be a plain man,
wearing ready-made clothes: awkward and
ungrammatical m address, and when+he gets
upon a Wilton carpet with his muddy feet
and crushes a gilt chair by his thoughtless
weight—he had better temain away ! Stay!
Is not that despising governments? This
man is one of Jesus Christ’s officers, and we
must be carcful lest in disdaining the servant
we disdain the Master. Social fastidious-
ness is not tv rule on this uceasion § cun-
science and character count symething in
this man. Magnify rather than than dis-
parage him; escourage rather than criticise
him.” Open the way for him.  See that he
has access to the proper discharge of his)
dnty, and that he is recognized as.a fellow-
helper in the truth, Take him along. ““Two
are botter than onc.” Tliere is further ad-
vanrtage by this methed, in that it shows to
the entire Session she real nature of the
the teaching elder’s influence, and coufirms

his fidelity in the same; and if he retires or
is called elsewhero, his work is left in the
sympathetic and intelligent keeping of those
competent to preserve its solidarity, and
promote irs lasting usefulness.

In iy present pastorate we have buth dis-
tricting and visitation. The eclders respond
cheerfully to the best of their ability, une
helps out another, substitutes for another
who cavnot answer his own call, and & car-
ringe is provided by a member of the Ses-
sion for the committee in ite passage through
the congregation.  Six out uf seven are ac-
tively engaged in Sabbath-school and mis
sion work, and in our deliberations and
plans theie is never a qguarrel or pulling
upart.  But for the biave, buoyant and
generous backing of these men, I am afraid
1 should be senously cripplad in my best
efforts for preserving and helping forward
the charge comnittted unto me. I therefore
hift up my voice in behalf of the Qiguity and
duty of the elder in couvection with the
King's business.  Give him more honor and
opportunity, if he is the right, not the
wrong man.  If the chair of the Assembly is
opencd to him, let him oceupy it in alter-
nate years with bis teacling colleague. Why
uot?  He is a citizen aud a magistrate, anld
tlic penius of of our spiritual republic should

, Suarautee the humblest at least a chauce for

the presidency.  Besides it may help to re-
move the insinuation (whether well grounded

: ornut)that the churchiscontrolled by cliques,

in which the teaching eclder has the final
word, while the ruling elder has to find the
funds. Verily a ficee and bolder use of the
latter would lighten burdens already crush-
ing the former, arousing new juterest and
provoking new achievement in all parts of
the household of faith, 1t is delighttul to
observe that his day has has dawned brightly
in our communion.  Already important de-
partments of church work are presided over
or pushed by godly and thoughtful elders
who give time, strength and substance for
a furtherance of the Gospel.  Heaven bless
them and multiply their aumber.

Buu be it remembered that the place least
filled, least occupied yet, is in the wateh for
suuls, the superintendence of the spiritual life

in the parish, the cultivation of holiness and
promotion of gudliness in the character and
conduct of the membership, This is where
the teaching eldéf finds himself so much

.&]Qper; and where he sinks down frequently
‘In despair of doing all that is waiting to be

done.  Brother elders, come up to the help,
and may our God anoint us afresh with the
Holy Ghost as we enter the New Year of
light and love.
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HOW CHARLEY BOUGHT A BIBLE.
A TRUE STORY

Charley was the oldest in the family of
five children. His father died in 1833. when
Charley was only ten years old., tle was
poor, and had few books and no paperz to
read. The family bible which had descend-
ed from father to son, was entirely worn out,
and in the new country to which the family
had lately moved, no colporteur came
around to bring a new one. )

A Sunday-school was o1 ganized, and Chat-
ley became an interested member, His
teache:, a good, intelligent man, often asked
the class questions which could only be ans-
weregd from the Old Testament, Ouc day
a question of this kiud came to Charley. He
had no Bible toread, and therefure could not
answer it,  The teach r turned to him, and
said, *‘Charley, have you no Bible Deeply
mortified, poor Charley acknowledged his
wck of a Bible. He had no money, his
f:iends were few, credit was out of the ques-
tiou, so how cuuld he compass the desire of
his heart and secure a Bible ?  In some man-
her Charley heard that poor people were fur-
nished with Bibles at the bLuokstores. The
tirst chince he had, he weut to the wnearest
town, founl the boukstore, but was informed
that he could not have a bible unléss he had
the money with him to pay for it. Dis-
couraged Charley turned away from the ar-
ray of different kinds of Bibles laid out upon

the counter for inspection ; and with eyes |

full of unshed tears he went out upon the
street, and leaned against a store for a few
moments, trying to think if there was any
way in the world whereby he could secure
his heart’s desire. Unseen by Charley, ove
of the clerks within the store was watching
the despondent boy- He was a profane,
wicked young man. but knew Charley very
well, and hked him. Finally he came to
the doorway, and said :

“What's the matter Charley ?”

At first Charley would not {ell, but tried
to cheer up and look himself again,

But the question was repeated with an
emphasis that startled the boy.

““What is the matter Charley? What has
happened to you that yor should look so
downreast.? “Tam .detérmined to know the

cause of your gloom:” - AT
At last Charley told him thé Whole- story

—how he needed aJBible, aid could not leatn*
his Sunday-school lessons without one, but |

'was t00 poor t0 buy one ; that he had come
to town hoping to gec one in some way at
the boukstore, but the dealer would nct let
him have one on any condition except for
the ready money, but it would take all sum-
aer ; aud then the Sunday-school would close

just as he could get his Bible,

*‘Come along with e, Charley,” said the
oung man, “I'll see if you don’t have a
ible,” .

They went to the bookstore. The prop-
rietor turned to look as they stepped in.
The young mau said :

“*This boy wants a Bibls.”

“Yes, sir,” said the vld gentleman ; “so it
seems.,”

“‘You let him have one.”

“I’ll do so if you say so, sir.”

“I say so. 1'd rather risk his paying for
it than half the men in this town.”

‘The old gentleman hauded Charley the
Bible.

Charley took the Bible home, and dedi-
cated it to his poor, widowed mother. He
opened o vein in his arm, and wrote her
name and his in his own blood upon the fly.
leaf. During the summer, by hard work for
the neighbors, Charley carned the three dol-
lars and fifty cents which paid for the book.
Henceforth Charley missed no more ques-
tions at Sunday school. In after years, when
he grew to be a prosperous man, none of his
friends guessed why it was that Charley’s
contributions to the Bible cause were always
duuble those of his richest neighbors. But
the secret laoy safely hid in an, old yellow
Bible, still in existence, upon whose fly-leaf
two names may be seen faintly traced in
blood.—Sunday Scheol T'imes.

THE HOME.

Nowhere is the subtle moral influence so
potent ue in the home, which God intended
to be the primary traiuing-school for the
commonwealth and the church, Puritan
homes made puritan chavacter. Out of muny
a lowly New England farmhouse with a rag
carpet on its floor and a few goodly books on
its table, have gone the Goodells, the Spauld-
ings and the Mills, to our early foreign mis-
sions. They have given the best blood to
the American Pulpit and American State.
It was the religious atmosphere that pene.
trated the very core of character.

No Christian government, no healthy pub-
lic conscience, no Bible pbilanthropies, no
godly church life, can exist without their
roots beneath Christian hearth-stones and
family altars.—Dr. 7'. L. Cuyler.

"IN :
Wheni t58:3hah of Persia visited France

perform the religious «cérémonies prescribed:- °

by the Koran, particulaily:the fasts, his im-

_perial majesty being too much: attached to

;;l_ue go]%d things of the table to observe these
imself, o .

and England - he:took, along a chaptain to &
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THE MISSIONARY. AND THE IN-.
FIDEL.

A CANADIAN STORY,

“Iremembery’ suys the Bishop of Suskat-
chewan, ‘“‘many years ago listening with
great delight to a story I heard from a mis-
sionary in North Canada, He said, that
some years before then an humble missionary
was truvell’ng through the Canadian back-
woods, e lost his way ; but presently was
rejoiced at the sight of u ylimmering light.
Soon renching it, to his surprise he found a
large congregation of settlers gathered round
a five, listening to an able discowrse. To the
horror of the missionary, he found that the
man was trying to prove that there was no
God, no heaven, no eternity. A murmur of
applause went through the audience as the
orator ceused. The missionary stood up,
and said, ‘My friends, I am unot going to
make a long speech to you, for I am tired
and weary ; but I will tell you a little story :
A few weeks agu I was walking on the banks
of the river not far from hete. I heard a
cry of distress, and to mny horror, I saw a
canoe drifting down the stream, and near-
ing the rapids. ‘There was a single man m
the boat.
the waterfall, and be gone! He saw his
danger, and heard him seream < ‘O God, if 1
must lose my life, have mercy on my soul?
I plunged into the water, anl reached the
canoe. I dragged it to land, and saved
him. That man, whom [ heard when he
thought no one was near, praying to God to
have mercy on his soul, is the man who has
just addressed you, and has told you he he-
Jieves there is neither God nor heaven nor
hell.” "—Sel.

THE FOLLY OF HAVING ONE'SOWN
WAY.

Adam and Eve had theiv own way in eat.
ing the forbidden fruit, and thev wevre there
upon ousted from the garden of Eden. Pha-
raoh refused to hearken tc Jehovah's voice,
and for a time had his own way. Upon him
and his people were dealt ten blows, and
when the last fell, there was lamentation
throughout Mizraim. A han had his own
way, and buried beneath his teat bamed
spoil from Jerichn, but erc long the troubler
was troubled, and his charred carcass was
covered with a great heap of stones. Saul
had his own way in eparing Agag~and the
choice spoil of Amalek, but hé was presently
rebuked and rejectedof:the Lord. ~ Malign.
ers of Daniel had: their 6wn way, and for
a night rejoiced greatly, but before the next
came, they were mastered and crunched by
ions. Jews bad their way in crucifying

1o ashort time he would vear |

Christ with wicked hands. Upon them and
their children has veen avenged His blood,
and the series of woes which issued, A. D.
70, in the destruction of Jerusalem has not
reached the limit yet.

Men have their own vay whenever they
wilfully trausgress orneglect Jehoval’s re-
quivements. That way, the trinsgressors
way, they invariably find hard. They may
bo prospered pecuniarily and ** flourish like
agreen bay tree ;” but they pierce them-
selves meanwhile with many a sorrow, and
ave starvelings spivitually. To them, as to
the lusting Hebrews, God may grant their
request, but with it is sent leanness of soul.
(Ps. 106:14-15.)

Let, us, beloved, make persistently ouar
own the just and true way of the Lord.
His way is heaven higher and better than
our own. Hard it may seem, at times, and
narrow, but it leads invariably to pleasant-
ness and peace, and shineth with incressing
brightness untov the perfect day. For our
sake, therefore, and for His let us walk cir-
cumspectly in the Master’s way, the way
our sainted father’s trod, the blissful way to
glory and to God.—Sel.

WHY NOT AN INFIDEL?

¢ 1 onck meta thoughtful scholar,” said
Bishop Whipple, ¢ who told me he had read
every book he could which assailed the reh-
gion of Jesus Christ, and he said he should
have become an infidel but for three things :
‘First, 1 am a man. I am going some-
where. To-night I am a day nearer the
grave than I was last night. I have read all
such boeks can tell me. ~ They shed not one
solitary ray of hope or light upon the dark-
ness. They shull not take away the guide
and leave me stone-blind. Second, I had a
mother. I saw her go down into the dark
valley where I am going, and she leaned on
an unseen arm as calmly as a child goes to
sleep on its mother’s breast. I knew that
was vot a dream. Third, I have 4¢hree
motherless daughters. They have nd pro-
tection but myself. I would rather kill -
them than leave them in this sinful world,
if you blot out from 1t all the teachings of
the Gospel.”

L
T M

LordTawrerice says:—“Christianity, where-

.eVer it has gone, and nowhere niore so than

in India, has promoted the dignity of wo-
man, the.sanctity of marriage, and the
brotherhood of man. Where it has not ac-
tually converted, it has checked and con-
trolled ; where it has not renewed, it has re-.
fined ; and where it has not sanctified, it has
softened and subdued,”



.

sthe boy ; ¢‘it seems as if it had.
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HAVE YOU LOST JESUS.

A woman I spoke to told me a circum-
stances that way narrated to her by a Chris-
tian neighbev respecting hersglf, which had
been helptul in bringing her, as a believer, to
an assurahco of her salvation, She hadgone
tv an svangelistic service, where some such
verses ag John iii. 16 bad F-ought her into
light and peace. When she gotshome her
little boy noticed her happy face, and asked
the reason of it. ¢‘I have found Jesus, my
dear boy,” she exclaimed, ‘I am saved by
his precious bload.”  ““How do you know
asked the little follow, ¢‘Listen,” she snid,
and she read the verses to him that lad
brought the joyful assurance. Next morning
Satan raised his favorite question of ‘‘feel-
ings,” and ske came down to breakfast with
the old miserable expression that her son had
been so long accustumed to. *“What’s wrong
now, mother ?” questioned the boy. ¢‘Every-
thing’s wrony, duar ; I have made a terrible
mistake, I fear.” “Hava you lost Jesus,
mother?" She did not like to say she had.
**Has the verse changed theu ?” continued
Stop, I'll
go and see,” and away ran the dear lad, to
veturn triumphantly with Lis Bible. ¢No,
mother. i'snot changed ;3 its just the same
every word as last night, aod he read aloud
the blessed message.”  Said the mother to
my friend, *“That was many years ago, but
my dear boy’s faith rebukad my unbelief. I
then and there believed God’s bare word,
feel or no feel, because it was his word, aud
I am just resting wmy soul there now.” ‘The
story was grearly blessed to my friend,
whose spiritual hife up to that time had been
anything but a satisfactory one.—Dr. Nozey.

PARENTAL PRAYELRS.

Surely among all prayers that go up to
t30d none are dearer or more prevailing that
the intercessions of parents for their chilaren.
Are they not hallowed breathings of the
purest, tenderestlove. Such prayers, if per-
sistent, believing, and importunate, may we
not say that God always answers in some
Mouica, the mother of
Augustine, prays for her son. For a time he
goes deeper and deeper into sin, and it seems
that the mother’s supplicutions are unheard
or unavailing, Bat she,faints not ; she will
not give bim up ; she refuses to be disheart-
ened. For many yeats hef 'son wandered
far from God, farther and farther, but™ghe
stays at her altar, undismayed, believing’
stili, and pleading with renewed earnestness.
At lasg all her intercessions are answered in
one. hour, when Augustine falls down at
Jesus’ feet in submission, and instantly turns
all the wealth of his splendid iife into the
service of his new Master.

GOD AND THE LIQUOR TRAFFIC.

Since goverr ient is the ordinance of God,
it is morally . wd to conform to the laws
of the Creator. Its only safety isin obedi-
cnee,

.o first law of the Crator iv, tnac land
is to be nused for the support of population,
of a muial, intelligent and healthy popula-
tion. The State, as God’s minister, is to
enforce this law,

When we look about us we 2 large
portion of land, God’s land, devoceu to the

| prodaction of an article that cuuses more

poverty and more crime than anything else,
»uch « use of land is plainly unlawful.” It is
a violation of the condition on which land is
bestowed upou men. I'he government is
the Creator's agent, is bound to see to it that
the terms of the graut are complied with by
the oceupants of “the land, The plain quty
of government is to extripate the traffic in
intoxicating beverages. This cannot be
done by lngh license or lucal option that
treats the traffic as a matter that is different
in its nature. It can only be doue by prohis
it o, national and state, with prohibition
offices s, natioual, provincial country and
municipal, to enforce the law. This traflic
should be prohibited by the government,
not stinply because 1t is immoral, not because
it is politically corrupting. These are all
good reasons for suppressing it. The reason
we urge is different. The distiller, brewer
and saloon keepers use land, God’s land, not
to benelit people, - but to improverish and
debase them  Such a use of land is unlaw-
ful. ‘The easiest way to prevent it is to
prohibit the traflic. T'he fasmers who raise,
grain for the distillers aud brewers, are also
guilty of misusing their land. As the grain
is boughtin the upen market, the only way
to prevent this msuse of argicultural land
is to forbid the trade.—Sel.

AS YOU ARE

‘‘Gospel services to-night. Come in as
you are.” This we saw on a sign board in
front of a public hall in the city of Portland.
The qualification *‘as you are” steuck us as
being orignal, at least we never saw the
sentiment so expressed before ; but how ap-
propriate, befitting, Christlike. As you are,
within, without, doubts, misgivings, rebel-
lious, discouraged. As you are, clothed in
rags, or purple. Not readiness, but yourse!f;

-not~condition of body or soul, but you.

Christ Wds.#Dt\atisen from that invitation;
in it He remains and-through it. He walks
the earth. Sweeter than the music of a,
thousand chimes, come, ‘¢dme, not as yoi
would be, or may be, but as ‘you are, and
are to-day.— Pres, Journal
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A VOICE IN THE TWILIGHT.

I was sitting alone in the twilight,
With #pirit troubled and vexed,

With thoughts that were morbid and gloomy,
And faith what was sad y pesplexed.

Some homely work 1 was doing,
For the child of my love and care,

Some stitches half wearily setting,
In the cudless need of repair.

But my thoughts were about the “building,”
The work some day to be tried ;

And that only the gold and the silver,
And the precious stones, should abide.

And remembering my own poor efforts,
The wietched work I had done,

And, even when trying most truly.
The meagre success I had won ;

~¢Tt is nothing but ‘wood, hay and stubble.]”
I said : *‘it will all be burned”—
This useless fruit of the talents
Oue day to be returned.

*And I have so longed to serve Him,
And sometimes I know I have tried :
But I'm sure when He sees suck building,

He will never let it abide.”

Just then, as I turned the garment,
That no rent should be left behind,
My eye caught an odd little bangle
Of mending and patchwork combined.

My heart grew suddenly teuder,
And something blinded my eyes,

With one of those sweet mntuitione
That sometimes make us so wise.

Dear child ! She wanted to help we.
1 krew "twas the-best she could do;
But oh, what a botch she had made it—
The gray wismatching the blue !

And yet—can you understand it ?—
With a tender smile and a tear,
And a half-compassionate yearmng,
I felt she had grown mue dear.

Then a sweet voice broke the silence,
And the dear lLord said to me,

<Art thou tenderer for the little child .
Than I am tender for thee ¥° -~ -7

Then straightway I knéw His meaning,
So foll of compassion and love,

And my faith comes back to its Refuge
Like the glad returning dove.

|

For I thought, when the Master-Builder
Comes down His temple to view,

T'o see what rents must be mended
And what must be builded anew.

Perhups, as He looks o’er the building,
He will bring my work to the light,

And seeing the marring and bungling,
And how fgr it all is from right,

He will feel as I felt for my darlipg,
And will say, as Isaid for her.

““Dear child ! She wanted to help me,
AudJove for me was the spur,

“And, for the true love that is in it,
The work shall seemn perfect as mine,
And because it was- willing service,
I will crown it with plaudit divine.”

- And there in the deepening twilight
1 seemed to be clasping a hand,

And to feel a great love constraining me,
Stronger than any command.

Then I knew by the thrill of sweetness,
*T'was the hand of the Blessed One,
That would tenderly guide and he.d me

Till all the labor s done.

So my thoughts are never more gloomy,
My faith no longer is dim,

But my heart is strong and restful,
Aud mine eyes are unto Him

MRs. HERRICK JoHNsON.

“«IT IS WELL WITH THE CHILD.”

¢It is well with the child,” wasa mivister’s
text, as hestood by the side of a little white
casket, trying to speak words of comfort to
crushed buman hearts. It wasa beautiful
text, very appropriate for the nccasion, and
the man of Gud spoke lovingly and tenderly,
and if words could have carried comfort and
consolation to bleeding souls, then the
friends of the little chila wonld have felt the
heavy burden lifted, that was crushing them
to the earth,

The sweet child had filled the old home
with sunlight for many a day, and the [par-
ents had wershipped at the shrine nearest to
human purity thatis found in this {world.
But the holy dream came to a teriible awak-
ening, for:one day-the little baby torm was
brought to ‘them a crushed aund mangled

-thing. A druaken driver had done the deed,
they said, and it was very cruelly and care-
lessly done, teo. The young parents were so
utterly crushed with grief, that they ma
nu inquiries as to kow the deed was done—
for they counld only weep and moau over the

bruised and mangled form of the child.
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“It is well with the child,” the good min-
ister slowly repeated, -‘for little Aunie is
forever safe in the beautiful city of our God.
She is as happy as the holy angels, and the
stain of sin shall never ‘rest upon her sweet
face, for it shall wear the seal of eternal
peace forever.” Itis well with the child,
but not well with those who are respounsible
for this awful crime. It is not well with any
who in any way sustain the traffic that not
only kills the body, but destroys the soul
and drives it in an exile from God forever.
Little Annie’s soul went into the presence of
its Maker as pure and white as the winter
snow, or the pale lilies and roses that are
clasped in her cold dead fingers. We repeat
again the beautiful words of our text, *Itis
well with the child.”

So little Annie was laid away in her tiny
grave in the old cemetry, and for many a
day the parents watched over it. Sweet
flowers were planted above it, and lent their
sweetness and fragrance to beautify the
place that was so sacred to those who loved
the little child. A marble slab was placed
above the little silent sleeper with the words
of the text upon it. ‘I'he passing stranger
night have thought the. inseription, “It is
well with the child” a little strange, but not
those who kn-w the story connected with her
death.

But the cruel traffic in ruin goes on.  Lit-
tle Annie’s tragic death did not stay its pow-
er for a single moment. It went on in the
same comnmunity just as it did before, and
the very ones whe were respounsible for her

lives of the men avound you. Sce how they
have learned to lie, steal, and murder, by
becoming drunkards.

2. Whatever injuries character destroys
the citizen, and makes his exercise of the
rights of citizenship dangerous to the State.
See the thousands of men who have sold
their manhood for a drink of whisky. Such
men are ready to vote for any measure, how-
ever corrupt, in order to appease a depraved
appetite.

3. iVhatever injures ritizenship destroys
the integrity of the State ; and whatever im-
pairs the integrity of the State, the State
has a right to prohibit, as a means of self-
preservation.

Third, on Principles of Law.

1. Intemperance enslaves the drinker,
corrupts the ballot-box, debases the judge,
and bribes the jury. .

2. What corrupts the courts of the State
threatens the ijnstitutions of liberty and
whatever imperils liberty is an enemy of
mankind. and should be restrained by law.

3. That which defies she law, law should
crush,

Thus, from whatever point we view the
subject, intemperance is a foe, aud should be
slaiv.—Cumberland Presbyterian.

ALONE WITH GOD.

There are moments in oue lives, when it
becomes a necessity to “‘he alone with God.”
There i3 nothing else in the world that will

death, go on ia their old ways. The little
grave and white monument with its simple
words
“Our LITTLE ANNIE.
_ “IT IS WELL WITH THE CHILD.””

were nothing to them. And the wurdered
souls that they had sent into eternity were
vothing to them, and the traffic weut on.—
Mrs. Holt in Pres Jowrnal.

WHY WE OPFOSE THE LIQUOR
TRAFFIC.

Tirst, on Principles of Political Economy.

1. Intemperance  ruins hea'th. This is
never questioned by any-sane man.

2. \Vhat destroys health’dcsuq)y;\\;cnlth.
Every able-bodied man is u producer. IFhis
health is impaired. he becomes a non pro-
ducer to the extent of his iujury.

3. Whatever destroys sealth, injures
the State, the state, in seli-defence, has a
right to prohibit.

Second, on Priaciples of Morality.

1. Intemperaunce injures character. 1f

meet aud answer our spiritnal requirements,
excep? silent and sered communion with the
Divine Father. There are momeunts in our

y lives when, without this intimate and tender

oclationship with Him, the patn of duty
would be lost to us, and we would wander
in the mazes of darkness, alone, and with-
out a guide. I aw sure that the dearest and
highe-t revelativns come to us in momeunts
when we are aloae with God. The prevence
of uthers sometimes seemns to break the spell
of sweetness that exists around the spirit
that seeks for the holy right to commune
alone with Hin,.  Bven the presence of a
dear friend might cast a ahadow between the
seeking soul and God, and in some degree
drive away the Holy Spiric that comes to
bless our lives. God never fails of meeting
one that sceks for the diviue influences of
\His Spirit, whether it be in the glowing
T orniag,tire brizht noontiue, or in the holy

full of caves and troubles such as come to
every life, if the soul is‘crushed almost to
the carth by heavy burdens, if every nerve
and fibre groans with agony, there is no
swecter and  surer relief than to fly to the

any proof he fneeded, point to the wrecked

sacred presence of Him who never fails to

hush of night} _If.the poor human heart is .
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lift the load of sorrow from the suffering one.
If the path of duty is lost to the tear-blinded
eyes, if the wanderer is bewildered amid the
shedows of the way, how oft hasull been
uwwde piain by the soul communion with
Jetus. Hew many iestances in the Bible
which show thut the one who prevails in
prayer, is the one who is alone with God
when “3 prays.  Moses is by himself beside
the Lurning bush in the wilderness. Gideon
and Jephthah are by themselves when com-
missioned to save Israel. Abraham leaves
Sarah behind <when he pleads with God. for
Sodom. Joshua is alone when the Lord
comes to him as an armed man.  Itis when
alone under the fig tree in prayer that Jesus
sees Nathaneal. Al religious biography,
our own closest communion aud suceess with
Gad show what Christ means when Ho says
““And thou when thou prayest enter into thy
closet and when then hast shut thy door,
pray to thy Father who is in sccret, and thy
Father who secth in secres shall reward thee
openly.”

Oh ! ye whe are ““weak and heavy burden-
ed” ye who are sick and wounded in life’s

reat battles, ye who with bleedmg feet are

Journeying up iife’s rocky steep seck for th'- |

holy privilege of communmion with God's
blessed spirit and He will bear the burden
for you. CHRISTIAN.

Mr. Moody in one of his addresses before
the Bible Institute, oa repentance, spoke of
the fact that on the grave-stone of a man
who died in 1781 there are these words :

* have sinned ;
I have repented ;
I have trusted ;
I have loved ; °
Iest:
I shall rise;
1 Ishalllive”

AT CLOSE OF DAY.

If you sit down at set of sun,

And count the acts that you have done :
And, counting, find

One solf-denying act ; one word

That eared the heart of him who heard;
One glance most kind,

That fell like sunshine where it went—

Then you may count that day well spent.

Bat, if through all the livelong -day,-~""

You've cheered no heartby yea or nay ;
If through it ail <7

You've nothing done that yeu can trace

That krought the sunshine to one face;
Noact so small,

That helped some soul, and nothing cost—

Then couut that day as worse than lost.

THE WRECK.

Hcow awful to behold a wreck,
When seas tumultous roll ;

When billows rage with fearful might,
Most inconceivable !

With terror I haveseen it so—
The stately vessel tost

Upon the rocks, with fury driven,.
Aund wrecked, and torn, and lost!

But I bave seen a wreck more sad :
A vessel statelier far—

A noble life, and carly wre:ked
Of all that heart Linlds deer.

One deviation from the coirse
Of rectitude and right

Led on to that tremendous loss—
That sad, that fearful sight!

One: yielding to temptation’s power
Made repetitiorn sure,

Till, like the bav): Ly storms destroyed,
It sank to rise n) mose!

Faar life, with all its vista grand,
And all its power for goad,

All sacrificed at pleasure’s shrine—
Eungulphed in passion’s Tood !

*Oh. awful wreck ! untimelv death!
Sad vietin. how forlorn !
*Twere better far than such a loss
Thou never hud been born @
ALRERT MIDLASNE.

d makes aremarkable showing in
tavor of a Protestantism. Among the sev-
enty thousand inhabitants it maintains ex-
culsive sway. Aund what is the recult?
No theatre is maintained. No police are
necessary. No prison exists. Neither is
tizere any thing for a justice of the peace to
do.  Where can Rowanism, Paganism, or
infidelity exhibit such woral fruitoge? A
cold climas- wmay Jimit the growth of pop-
ulation, but what Iceland lacks in the quant-
ity it makes up in the sterling quality of its
people. — Phil. Pres. . )

AN T
L have-réad somewhere the legend of one

.avHo, day-dreaming in his chair, beheld a

4

visien, which stood before him and beckon-
ed h'm to follow her to fortune. He waited
sluggishly, heeded not her call nor ber beck-
oning, until at last she grew dimand disap-
peared. Just as the vision faded he sprang
to his feet and cried out, “Tell me who thou
art I and received an answer, “I am Op-
portunity ; once neglected, { never return.”
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MY BOYS AND GIRLS.

Dreamily I sit and ponder
O'er their future wond’ringly,
Some in foreign lands may wander,
Some may sail the treach’rous sea,
Some may toil in lowly station,
Some may scale the heights of fame ;
I care not what occupation,
If they bear a stainless name,

Side by side they sit before m,
Their young faces beamiung bright ;
But deep sadness oft steals o’er me
When I think of this world’s blight,
Of the snares and the temptations
Ever luring from the right,
Of the gilded fascinations,—
Sin and death in dress of light.

Will they long for earthly treasure,
Striving mightily for gold,
Seeking rest ir sinful pleasure,
Straying from the Shepherd’s fold ?
Will they 1ather seek the portal,
Eatrance to the narrow way,
Leading up to bliss immortal
And to everlasting day ?

Ah me ! will my daily teaching
Ever tend to good or ill ?
Will m; influence, far-reaching,
Live when I am cold and still ?
Jesus, heavenly teacher, Liear nie,
Grant to me thins aid I plead,
Let me feel thy presence near me,
Guiding every word and deed. —Sel.

ProuipiTION i3 a certainty in this country,
and that within a very few years. BEvery
civilized nation on carth is looking for some
cure ofthe greattest evil that effects the
earth. The fact that all couatries ave trying
to regulate it is an admission that it iy an

. evil, and the ceunturies have demonstrated
that there is no sense whatever in trying to
regulate the evil.  Lvils are to be killed, not
regulated. The queation: of to-day is whether

-, the individua! man shall have any right, by
means of a poison, to demoralize mankind
for profit. Itis a question every working-
man, every employee, every father and
mother hasa-right toamswer.— North dmer-
tca Review. o

Itisa good thing to drawon God in thé
dark hours. Itisa go.l tuingto have a
God to deaw on. It is not a gool thing to
be compelled to seek for faith in the time
when it is sorely needed. Get it to-day,
that you may have the use of ic to-morrow.

It is like having money in a good bank on
which you may draw.

I CANNOT GET BEYOND IT.

I cannot get beyoud it,—
Love’s wide, unfathomed sea,—
That I am proved a sinner,
But Jesus died for me;
That Iam only weakness,
But Chrisc 18 ever strong ;
That Iam full of weeping,
But Jesus is my song.

I tvied to get beyond it,
T tried to climb the height ;
I thought I was progressing,
And all seemed fair and bright :
But sternly biew the whirlwind
Upon the lofty brow,
So once again I sheltered
Where I am sheltered now.

You say T am old-fashioned,
And go to this broad sea :

And if I am old fashioned,
Old fashions are for me.

So in the Rock of Ages,
Beside the Sea of Grace,

I find old-fushioned sivners
May find a hiding-place.

You ask my creed? Tl tell yon,—
I'm sinful throngh and through ;
But Jesus is ail holy :
And for His sake, although
Istill am but a sinner,
1 have my Saviour’s claim
To holiness and heaven,
And you may have the same.

You need not go beyond it,
You cannot lower go;

You cnnot rise above it,
*Lis level with your woe.

So say, -*1 amn the sinner:
Dear Jesus, set me free;

I know I ought to perish,
But Thou hast died for me !”

THE MACEDONIAN GIVERS.

I'he churches of Macedonia had ten ex- |
cellent points in Giving :

1 TFurst they gave themselves to the Lord,

2 Then to those who needed help “by
the will of God.”

3 They gave of their own accord. =~
-~4_ Out of their deep poverty. » 7
5 Tirrtrighiof affliction, : ¢

6 With abandance of joy.

7 According-to-their-power.

8 Yea, and beyond théir ability.

9 With an aboonding liberality....

10 Earnestly entreating the oppdrtunity
as a favor (“grace”) to themselves. —Selected.
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DO WE EDUCATE OUR CHILDREN.

Of course we do.  We sond them to schoo!
five days of the week and to echurch and
Sabbath school on Sundays. They know
how to read, write and cipher. They can
tell nouns from adverbs and arrange their
sentences in an orderly way. The training
they receive in our public schouls is invalu-
able, and the teachers, male and female, are
for the most part thoughtful, respectable,
God-fearing members of the community.
All this we gratefully acknowledge. It is
not at all in the spirvit of fault-finding with
our teachers or with omr teachers or with
our educativnal system that we call the at.
tention of ministers, sessions and paremts to
the duty of giving meater and still gre=ter
attention to the religions education of the
younf. The religious instruction they can
get in the day school and in the Sabbath
school i< no doubt valuable, but it is only a
preparation, »n aid, to what must come from
parents or others who for the Jove of God
will become religious instructors. Our child-
ren should have the Shoiter Catechism and
the best Hymns eugraved upon their mem-
ory. It will be a fatal wmistake if pacents
persuade themselves that this teaching will
ever come to their children through any
otherageucy than that of the Church and
the family. Religious teaching in common
schools is very gocd nodoeubt.  Where there
is no parental care, where churches fail to
do the work, let ug be most thankful for
even the little the school can do. But our
words are for parvents who Jove their little
ones and are anxious to secure their best in
terests for time and eternity To such we
say,—make sire of the religions instruction
of your children, by attending to it yourselves!
— Witness.

EARNESTNRESS IS POWER.

He whn s in earnest will impress himself
on others whether hz would impart to taem
or receive from them. Yet no wan will gain
in earnestuess by seeking to be in carnest;
nor will he convince others that he is in earn-
est. Inorler to show earncstness a man
must be in earnest ; and the man who is in
carnest cannot help showing 1t. Earnest.
ness is of the man’s «elf, and 1r is drawn out
by the cause that can draw it When it is

drawn out every one who sees anu hears the

man knows that his earnestness -is. real:” If,”
therefore, a man is in eamest’ in behalf of

- .anything be undgriakes, “he may know

that he has power in that airection; but if
he lacks earnestness, it is of no use for him
to try to seem in earnest.—Sunday School
Times.

A SOLITARY WAY.

There is a mnystery in human hearts,

Aund though we be enriched by a host

Of those who love us well, and are beloved,

To every one of ug, from time to time,

There comes a sense of utter loneliness.

Our dearest friend i+ “‘stranger’ to our joy,

And cannot 1ealize our bitterness.

“There is not one who really understands,

Not one to enter into all 1 1cel ;” :

Such is the cry of each of us in turn,

We wander in o *‘solitary way.”

No matter what or where our lot may be;

Each heart, mysterious even to itself.

Must live its inner life in solitude.

Aund would you know the reason why thisis

It is because the Lord desires our love.

In every heart he wishes to be first.

He therefore keeps the secret-ley Himself,

‘To open «ll its chambers, and to bless

With perfect sympathy and holy peace,

Each solitary soul which comes to Fim.

So when we feel this loneliness, it is

The voice of Jesus saying, “Come to Me;”

Anq every time we are “‘not.understood,”

It is a call to us to come ugain ;

For Christ alone can satisfy the soul,

An]d those who walk with bim from day to
da;

Can ze\'er have “a solitary way.”

And when beneath some heavy cross you
faint,

And say “I cannot bear this load alone,”

You say the truth. Christ made it purposely

So heavy that you must return to Him.

‘T'he bitter grief, which *‘no one understands,”

Conveys a secret message from the King,

Entreatirg you to come to him again.

The Man of sorrows understands iv well,

In all points tempted He cun feel with you.

You cannot come too often, or too near.

The Son of God is infinite in grace,

His presence satisfies the longmg soul,

An]d those who walk with Him from day to
day

Can never have “‘a solitary way.”

—Tract.

CHURCH ROUNDERKS. ‘

In cvery great city there are 2 maultitude
of people who may be_called ‘rounders,”
who go to church whén:it is convenient, and
are at J:and early-afid late to-get good seats:
‘T'hey-have no éhurch ties, and cave only for

 the pleasure of sitting with well-dressed peo-

ple, and listening to the sermon. They take
no part in the services, and often sit half
upright in prayer, and show by irreverence
and conversation that they have no sym-
pathy with the spiritual worship and teach-
ing of the place. These persons fill the
places which rightfully belong to the rever-
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ent and pious strangers whoare in every city
on the Sabbath, and it isin a large measure
due to this class ot attendants upon public
public worship that Chvistian visitors find
such scint accommodations. It may be suid
that they have souls to be saved and minds
to be wstructed, but in many cises it is tak-
ing the childrens’ bread and giving it to the
dogs, to spend effort and eloquence upon
them. They live in the city, and there is
no reason why they showid not identify
themselves with a congregation, bear a part
of its duties ; but this they do wuot desire.
They will be found wherever o famous
preacher from abroad is to preach, and on all
church festivals they come in crowds to the
special services or the decorated church, just
as they would fill a music hall or theatre if
it cost nothing. And sume of them have
money enough to lavish on tinery and jewels,
and make plain Christians ashamed of their
company by their foolish and extravagant,
display. The plain, poor man, who is eager
to worship in spirit and in truth has a better
claim to a seat in asanctuary than they, but
his modeasty stands little chance when these
instrusive and urgent vagabouds assert their
clains and push themselves forward as if
they owned the place.—New Yor & Obscireer.

As a proof that prohibition does to a great
extent prohibit. the following, from Senator
Tugals in the Forum, is evidence with re-
gard to its working in Kansas, hesays:—

“Kansas has abolished the saloon. = The
open dram shop traffic is as extinct as the
sale of indulgzences. A drunkard isa phe-
nomenon. The barkeeper has joined ' the
troubadour. the crusader, and the mound-
bailder. The brewery, the distillery, and
the bonded warehouse, are known enly to
the archaologist. It seems incredible that
among a population of 1,700,000 people, ex-

. tendmg from the Missouri river to Colmadao,

and from Nebraska to Oklahoma, there is
not a place which the thirsty or hilarious
v:ayfarer can enter, and laying down a coin
demand his glass of beer. This does not im-
absolute drouth prevails every-

ly disappeared.  But the habit of drinking
is dying out,  Temptation being removed
frov. the voung.and’ thé .infirm, tbg‘y have
been fortified and redeemeds ThHe: Yiguor-
-geller being proscribed, is an 6ytlaw;%m
his vocation disreputable.
stigmatized, is out of fashion, and the con-
sumption of intoxicants has envrmously de-
creased. Intelligent and conservative ob-
servers estimate the reduction at 90 per
cent. : it caunot be less thau 75.”

The closing statement showing that at
least three quarters of the intemperance of

Drinking being]

that state is stamped out, is a grand victory,
and if prohibition was adopted in Canada
with like results it w-uld mean the extine-
tion] of theee-fourths of the poverty and
wang and miserv and disease and crime that
results from dvink.

A MUTE APPEAL OF HEATHENISM.

The Rev George Owen, of Pcking, suys:
An old man, I know not when nor where,
wasted and worn by disease, and literally
clothed inurags, sat by the wayside begging.
But he never uttered a word; his appeal
was voiceless.  "The thoughtless crowd pass-
ed him by unheeded : his dumb misery did
not touch them. But one gentleman was so
much struck by the old man’s woe-begone
appearance that he went up to him and
said : ‘‘Are you in want; Are you begging?”
¢Qh, sir,” said the old man, “I am sick,
cold and hungry.” ““Then,” replied the gen-
tleman, “why don’t you beg?’ ‘“Beg!”
answered the old man, holding out his thin,
wasted hands, and looking at his poor rag-
rag covered body : ““T am begging with

A THOUSAND TONGUES. !”

It is thus that the heathen beg at the door
of the Christian Church. It is their misery
that begs. They sit in darkness and in the
shadow of death, morully and spiritually de-
graded. In the first chapter of the Epistle
to the Romans Paul gives o terribly realistic
picture of the condition of the heathen
world in his time. But that picture is true
of all time and of all heathen nations.

Take China, for instance. It is literally
true of the Chinese ““that professing them-
selves to be wise, they become fools, and
changed the glory of the incorruptible God
into an image like unto covruptible man,
and to birds and beasts and creeping things.”
The moral picture in every detail except one,
is equally true. Yet China has an excellent
cthical system, perhaps the best outside the
Bible. But mere moral teaching is very
powerless against human selfishuess, passion
and lust. It islike finely constructed en-
gine with cold water in the boiler, or like
good seed without suilicient sunshine to
quicken and ripen it. The rapid spread of
opiwm smoking in China is painful evidence
of the moral weakuness of Confucianism. It
has shown itself powerless in Ching’s “hour
oFeed,, A century ago opium smoking was
scatcely’kiown ; now mnearly cvery village
has its opium-den;~-‘Writing last year of the

city of Soochow, Mr. DiBose says: «Fifty -

years ago there were five:or*six opium smoks
ers in this city ; now there are 50;000:” -
““‘Having no hope,” said Paul of the Fphes-

ians. He might have said it of the Chinese

~
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to-day. During the tweaty odd years I
have lived among them I have never met a
heathen man or woman who professed to
have
ANY HOPE BEYOND THE GRAVE

nor have I scen o word of hope on the tomb-
stones of the dead.  When @ heathen China-
man lies down to die he believes he is going
down to hell to expiate his sing, and, having
completed that expiation, he expects to be
reborn into this or some other world as an
inseet, a reptile, u bird, a beast, or a man,

Woman in every heathen land is degraded.
She is degraded in China.  The ‘‘three of
bediences” summarise  her duty. “When
young, let her obey her parents ; when mar-
ried, her husband ; and should she become a
widow, her sons.” To obey is the whole
duty of woman. Ier feet arc crippled to
compel her to keep at home—a prisoncr and
o drudge. She is seldom taught even to
read. Boys' schools exist everywhere ; givls’
schools arc almost unknown. It is a com-
mon saying in the land of Confucius that
‘‘the absence of ability is & virtue in-wom-
an.”  Buddhism tells woman that there can
be no immediate salvation for her. When
she dies she fallsat once into the dread ““‘Lake
of Blood,” not for any sin of hers, but simply
because she is a woman. And, when she
has passed through this fearful ordeal, the
highest she can expect is to be rcborn into
the world as a man !

How sorely the heathen need Christ!
Their darkness, degradation, and hopeless-
ness cry aloud for help.

Aud these ncedy ones are our neighbours
now. The application of steam to navigation
has bridged the ocean and made the whole
world near. It wus when Paul was at Troas,
with only the narrow neck of the “fgean be-
tween, that he heard the Macedonian cry :
“‘Come over and help us.”™  Nearness emph-
asizes most things ; 1t hrought home to Paul
Europe's need.  We come into close contact
with all the heathen nations.  Thousands of
Englishmen live in India, Ching and Africa;
our ships ave found in every harbor, and our
manufactures in every market.  Those that
need our help are both near and known, and
their ery should be very audible These
heathen lunds are also open to us. A cent-
ary ago the great Leathen uations were
mostly closed ; now the world is an open
door.” China, with her eighteen great rich

provinces, and teeming popalation, is. adees

sible to us.  Indian is part of ow™6wn Em.
})irc, and we are free"to”préach Christ to
Jher 250,000,000 souls. Madagasear waits
to Lie evangelized, and Afrien is stretching
‘out her hands unto God.

Bus the church is deaf.  Few hear the
cry of the perishing, Christless, multitudes.

There is ‘A Beautiful Story” told of Budd-
ha, how, while quite 2 youug man. he was
so distressed by the world’s misery that it
haunted him iu his dreans, aud he would
start at night in his dreams and cry out, as
if answering somebody:  “My world ! Oh,
world! I hear. Uknow, I come!™

Would that all God’s enildren heard that
same ¢y of woe! I wonder how wauy da
hearit? How many of us so pjty earth’s sin-
ping dying multitudes that they haunt us
in our dreams?  Not many, if [ may judge
from the fechleness of the response.

LOOK AT CHINA.

There are only 786 Prorestant missionaries,
male and female, in the whale of that great
empire There are parts of China where you
may travel for a month without passing a
single Protestant station.  As you journey
day after day you will pass great walled
cities, populous towns, ahnost nuwmberless
villages, and all without a man or woman to
tell them of Christ.  As I pass along the
streets of our  English towns and villuges I
see churches and chapels on every hand, and
the sight is pleasant to my eyer, None here
need pevish for luck of kuowledge; and all
may hear of Christ and get saved. But I
think of Caina with her mmsses of ten, fif-
teen and twenty thouswrd millions of souls
without a single missionary among them.

In the whole heathen world to~day there
arc only about 7,000 or 8,000 missionaries,
male and female.  That is the church’s ra-
sponse to the world’s bitter cry. Is it ade-
quate? Does it express our love of Corist,
or meet the need of perishing men?  Volun-
teers for missinnary work are comparatively
few. China’s and India’s and Africa’s ery
for help does nos touch many hearts. There
is no great coustraining missionary enthus-
Jasm even among the young. Our mission-
ary societies ave not overburdened with of-
fera of service. Pavents senil their sons as
emigrants, soldiers, satlors and traders to
many lands, but are slow o send them as
missionaries of the cross  Few men and
women of independent means consecrate
themselves and their substance to the Lord
for work ameng the heathen. How few
such we have among the ageuts of this So-
ciety! The contribugions of our churches,
too,are tertibly small, “ A few.give Jilerally,
bug the:gtent btk of our people give almost

thivbe. ~ Tlie cry of the heathen world is

“unhe«rd and unheeded, and the help hegged

is not given; Great Britain aud Irveluud
spend §725,000,000 anuually on alcoholic
drinks; London spends 7s. per -head every
year on its theaters; onr churches spend
only a few pence per membzr on missions o
the heathen.

‘This neglect is
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VERY PERPLEXING.

to the heathen themselver.  There is some-
thing strange and incredible in an 1800-year-
old Gospel coming to millions now for the
first time. 1t 18 hard to believe in a Sa-
viour who saved us 1,800 yeurs ago, of whom
we hear only now. Often when I have
been preaching to the Chinese and pressing
upon them the offe. of salvation, they have
looked up at me and said:  ““If Christ is
what you say he is, why have we not heard
of him before?” I have never been able
to givea satisfactory answer to that ques:
tion. [ passiton toyou. Why is it that
after 1800 years of Gospel hight Lhere should
be so many millions who have never even
heard of the *‘glad tidings of great joy?',
Shall we add another century to those al-
ready goue?

But there is danger of another kind in
present delay. Our interconrse with east-
ern nations is introducing among them west-
ern thought and western science—thought
and science without God—and every year's
delay makes our task the harder. Besides,
will the world remain the open door it is ta-
day? China may not. America and Aus-
tralia ave shutting out the Chinese in a very
arbitrary and  high-hande! way, and the
Chinese may vetaliate by shutting us out
from China. Other complications are pos-
sible and probable.  But whatever the fu-
ture may be, to-day China is open; we enjcy
full freedom of action, the millions are wait-
ing for the Gospel.” ’

The Yellow River has ngain barst its
banks in Shantung, inundatingan imn.ense
extent of country. There are twelve feet
of water throushout ten large governmental
districts. The loss of life and property is
incaleulable. The government authorities
at Pekin are dismayed. Owing to the in-
capacity of the local authorities, foreign en-
gineering, skil, in order permanently to ve-
pair the channel of the river, is considered
imperative,

James Anthony Froude once remarked
that moremnble souls have been smothered
by Juxary than iere ever ‘killed by “hynuer.
Wealth has hindered the successof thousindg

Taraer told a vich pupil, **You would make)|.

a noted artist if you were only poor.” And
the late Simeon Camecvon once vemarker,
“My son Don bas had wany advantages,
but I had one which overbilauced all—pov-
erty.” It is quite evident, however, that
many who have this blessing dou’t appreci.
ate it.

“BLUE MONDAYS.”

*‘Pastor Miles was not given to Blue
Mondays.” These words, used by a corres-
poadent in alate number of the Journal, are
peculiarly suggestive, especially when a fow
liues farther on the reason is given—‘‘Min-
isterial blue Monday generally comes as the
re:ult of writing sermonson Saturday nights,”
A few lines from oune who has passed his
‘four-score years” and three, upon his ex-
perience in the matter way furmish thought
for sme of the younger men who have just
entered upon theiv ininisterial work.

The writer of these lines entered upon hig
ministry nearly half a century ago ; and hav-
ing for nearly thirty-four years, unintairupt-
edly seldom preached less than twice each
Sabbath, and for years in succession three
times, aud for months together fi ling an ad-
ditional appointment cach Sabbath at a
reighboring school house ; yet, it is not in
his recollection that during all this time he
experienced one ‘‘blue Monday.” His re-
tiremnent from the regular orstated pastorate
in later years was dac to other causes than
worn out energies ; sinee fer the last four
or five years he has suppued vacant pulpits
with apparently the full strength ant vigor
of earlier years ; and up to nearly the close
of last year was employed three Sabbaths ous
of four in supplying vacant churches, preach-
ing twice a day without weariness. It is
true, much in this experience may be ascribed
to unusual powers of endurance, bus freedom
from mental labor and : ' m from anxiety
over the approaching : »* i onSaturdays,
have had more to do - -+ with his uni-
formly cheerful Nl¢ ~aturday  has
been habitually his re~icu. .+ day of the

.week, and which has always heen followed

by f-eshness of both body aud mind eu the
Sabbath,

Instead of being jaded by the Sabbath
labors, he has found that these only prepared
him for more vigorous and effective labor in
his study-on Monday, accomplishing upon
that day, oftentimes, more than on any sub-
sequent day of the week, No ane, except
by experience, can appreciate the feeling of
satisfaction and rest that attends the closing
of the week’s study on Friday, when both
mind and body, like a bird let loose, enter
upon Saturday’s recreation.—Se/,

"’?Whhplyll down thy barns and “build
greater 7. Thou_hast barns enough—the
bosoms of the ncédy, the_houses of widows,

the inouths of orphans.~~8%. _4smbrose.

Bechuaualand is about the only place in
Africa still free from the liquor curse,
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THE GIVING ALPBABET.

The following alphabet as published in the
Mission Revicw would be a good exercise to
cotmit to mewmory.

All things come of thee, and of thy own
have we given thee. 1. Chron. xxix. 14

Bring ye all the tithes into the storchous ¢
that there might be meat in mine house, ant
prove me now herewith, saith the Lord o!
Hosts, if I will not open you the windows o
heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that
there ‘shall not be room eunough to receive it,
Mal. iii. 10.

Chavge them that ave rich in this world .
. .+ that they do good, that they be rich

, in good werks, ready to  distribute, willing

to communicate. I. Tim. vi. 17, 18,

Do good unto aull men, especially unto
them who ave of the househotd of faith. Gal.
vi. 10.

Every man according as he purposeth in
heart, so let him give, not grudgingly or of
necessity. II. Cor. ix. 7.

Freely ye have received, frecly give. Mat.
x. S,

God loveth a cheerful giver. IL. Cor. ix. 7

Honor the Lord with thy substance, and
with the first fruits of all thine increase
Prov. iii. 9.

If there be firss a willing mind, it is ac.
cepted aceording to that & wwe hath and
not to that n mau hath not. II. Cor. viii.12,

Jesus said, It is more blessed to give

hass to 1eceive. Acts xx. 35,

Knowing that whatsoever good thing any
man doeth, the sume shall he receive of the
Lord, whether he be boud or fice. Eph. vi.8,

Lay not up for yoarselves trensures upon
carth, where moth and rust Jdoth corrupt,
and where thieves brenk through aud steal;
but lay up for yourselves treasures in heav.
cn, where neither moth nwr rust doth cor-
rapt, and where thieves do .ot break vhrough
nor steal.  Mat. vi. 19, 20.

My little childven, let us not love in
word, neither in tongue, but in deed and in
truth. I, Jobhn iii. 18.

Now c¢oncarning the eollectjon  for the
saints. upon the ftist day of the
week Jet every «ne of jeu 'ay by him in
store, ag God hath prospered bim. L Cor.
xvic 1, 2. PR

Of all that thou shalt give me' X wi' T surely
give the tenth unto thed. -Gen. xxviii. 22,

Provide yourselves bags which wax wnot
old, a treasure in the heavens which taileth
not, where nothiefapproacheth, neither moth

Quench not the Spirit. I. Thess, v. 19.

Render unto . . God the things
thas ave God’s. Mat., xxii. 21.

Sce that ye abound in this grace also.
Cor. viii. 7. .

The silver is mine, and the gold is mine,
saith the Lord of Hosts. Hag. ii. 8.

Unto whomsoever much is given, of bim
shall much be requived. Luke. xii. 48.

Vow, and pay unto the Lord your God.
Paa. Ixxvi, 1.

Whoso hath the world’s gond, and seet_h
his brother have need, and shutteth up his
bowels of compagsion from him, how .dwell-
cth the love of God in bim ? I. Joun iii. 17.

*Xcept your righteousness shall cxceed the
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees,
ye shall in no case enter the kingdom of
heaven. Matt. v. 20, .

Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that though he was rich, yot for our
sakes he became poor, that ye through his
poverty might be rich. 11 Cor. viii. 9.

Zealous of good works. Titusii. 5.

II,

WHERE THE CHILDREN ARE SAFE.

“Thauk God that my darling is resting
Safe in the bosom of God,

Praise Him for hands now tolded
Under the church-yard sod,

I'm glad that on the white forehead,
I've planted the last long kiss;

Do you ask why I'm glad 2ad th .nkful,
And can praise God r0, - this?

Last night, as I sat in my window,
Looking ont on the moenlight street,
My neighbot’s once beauntifnl boy,

l
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corrupteth. Luke xii. 33.

Went by with unsteady feet.

And I remembered how I had envied
His mother, that sorrowful time,

When God sent his white winged angel,
And leaving her boy—took mine.

“But now she sits in her lonely home,
In tcars, broken-hearted, and old,
While the stainless feet of my darling,

Arve walking the streets. of gold.

P v
ThanlX Gad, fostaking my child so soon,
£"Lest he too. might have gone astray,
For none are safe while the doors of sin,
Stand wide—as they do to-day.”—5Sel.

The. Bible is now translated into the lan-
guages of nine-tenths of the people of the
earth, 1u the early part of this ceptury it
could be read by only one-fifth.;l;




