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REMARKS ON MATTHEW xxvi.
47-75.

Let us regard the conduct of Judas
in its proper light. It was treachery of
the deepest dye. It was premeditated.
1le revolved the matter for a long time
in his mind. ie contemplated it before-
band, and kept it steadily before bim till
his purpose was accomplished. It was
in the face of warning. His purpose
was not hid from Christ, and Christ gave
bim 10 understand that he was coznizant
of his intention, “ Verily I say unto you
that one of you shall betray me.” And
when Judas asked: “Isit 1?7 Christ
answered : ¢ thou hast said ;” which was
equivalent to adaitting the fact. This
should have put Judas on his guard,
should have awakened lis repentance,
and made bhim shrink from so black a
deed. He should have felt how unbe-
coming, how unarateful, how wicked, to
cherish such a purpose. All his relent-
ings should have kindled at such a mo-
ment. His friendship for Christ, if be
ever cherished any, should have revived.
Christ's uniform kindness, his amiable-
ness, if nothing more, all his admirable
qualities, should have spoken in his fa-
vor, and made Judas revolt from the con-
templated act. The circumstances, too,
in which Christ announced the fact of his
betrayal, should have operated upon Ju-
das. Sitting at the same table, comme-
morating the same feast, and dipping in
the .ame dish, it should have been im-
possible for him to cherish in his heart
8o black a treachery. The act was deli-
berately gonc about. Ile wentand con-
snlied with the chief Priests what he
should deliver up Jesus for. « Thenone
of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went
unto the chief pricsts, Aud said unto

them, What will ye give me, and I will
deliver him unto you?  And they cove-
nanted with him for thirty pieces of sil-
ver” And itis added in the 16th verse,
“ And from that time he sought opportu-
nity to betray him”. And then at last
the act was done under the mask of
frierdship. It was with a * haii master’”
and a kiss.

Lvery sin that the professed follower
of Christ commits, is a betrayal of Christ.
It isan act of treachery. It isall the
worse if it is premeditated—if it is deli-
berately done—still worse if it is done in
opposition to warning, and in spite of
kindness, notwithstanding all Christ’s ad-
monitions and threatenings, and all his
grace and goodness. Have we
never delivered over Christ to  his
encmies, to be mocked, and to be
scousged, and to be spit upon? Ifave
we never joined bis revilers, and his cru-
cifiers? Have we given no conntenance
to the deed by which he was nailed to
the tree? This is done in every sin af-
ter we have come to the knowledge of
the truth. And let us remember that the
smallest sins of Christ’s followers are to
be thus regarded.  Or, they are like Pe-
ter’s sin when. he denied his Lord. Let
us beware of thus betraying Christ  Let
us look upon every sin as trcachery, as
betraying, or_denying, the Lord that
bougitt us. Shall we sell him who hought
us—Dbought us with his own preciovs blood ¢
shall we sell lim for so trijling a recom-
pense & .

Verse 52. Christ here enunciates a
most important principle connected with
his kingdom. It matters not how trifling
the incident is which calls forth the ex-
pression of it.  In the most trifling act
there may often Le involved agreat prin-
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ciple. Peter stood forth to defend Christ.
e drew his sword, and struck a servant
ol the High Priest, and smore oft his car.
Christ discerned in this a false principle.
Christ whose mind was omuniscient, saw
all that such a principle would lead to.—
e saw down through the long ages of
sirngale and contest, and  consequent
weakness and disaster. through which bis
church was to pass  He beheld his ser-
vamts, or those who profissed to be <o,
fighting for his kingdom. e saw tho
armies enlisted vnder the banner of the
cross, aml wielding the sword in his
cause.  Doubiless all was before his view
as it may be before the view of those who
pow ponder the welancholy history of
these contests ; and he gives forth at once
the principle and the predietion @« Put
up again thy sword in‘o his place: for
all they that take the sword, shall perish
with the sword.”™”  Christ was notto be
Jdefended  with the sword, nor was his
kingdom to be propagated by the sword.
It Christ was to defend himself he might
have had angelic warriors, legions of
aneels, now surrounding him, encamping
about him :—thie sword of the Archan-
grel might have been drawn in his behalf.
But it was not thus that Christ’s cause
was to trinmph. e was 10 triumph by
‘g, Tlow then shall the seriptures
be fulfilled that thus w must be ¥ Scrip-
ture must be fulfilled.  The counsel of
Cod must be accomplished.  The scheme
of 1edemption must be complered. Christ
must die It was inconsistent with the
counsels of God. and with the grand ob-
jeets to be accomplished, that the sword
sheuld be drawn from s scabuard  An-
sels were Clirist's armies had it been his
picasure to command then. Put up
thy sword into his place™.  What majes-
ty, what authority, in these simple words !
« Put up again thy sword into his place™
Let it sleep in its scabbard. T have no
need of its aid, « My kingdom is not of
this 'world”. No, it is not like the king-
dom of the earth.  ft counsists only of
richteousness and peace and joy inthe
1oly Ghost. Let 1t not be propagated
by the sword : ¢ All they that take the
sword shall perish with the sword”. We
have a re;aarkable verification of thesc
words in the bistory of the crusades, or
the wars of thc cross, as they were call-
e, The erusades, which were underta-
ken to recover the Holy Land,and espe-
vizzlly the Holy sepulchre, the place where
1t was supposed Christ was laid, terminat-
e mostdisastrously tothe crusaders them-
scives.  Two millions, it is computedpe-
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rished in these enterprises, which werg
undertaken from time to time. during the
11th, the 12th, and the 135th centuries. -

The object was to drive out the infidel
from Palestine, and set up the kingdow
of Christ in the room of that of the fuls:
srophiet.  Dut disaster and blood-shed a-
%nnc were theresult.  Thousands fell be-
neath the sword—their blood dyed the
plains of Paiestine—and the wrecks ot
armies returned only to announce the de-
feat of their enterprise It was not thus
Christ’s cause was to be promoted.  Ma-
homet might gain by his armies and by
the seymitar. ‘The sword of the false
prophet was the great means ol Jus
suecess. e achieved his triumphs by
his military skill. by the power of the
sword.  Christ tells us it shall not be se
with his kingdom. It cometh not with
observation: itis not of this world. It
appeals nct to the sword. hutto the irath
Its progress is the progress of the trath
—the progress of conversion  lts con-
quests are won from the kingdom of Sa-
tan, {rom the empireof darkness.  Jesur
reigns, and he will reign, till all his ene-
mies 2re made his footstool.  1le bas his
throne in heaven, and his kingdom i~ i
the hearts of men.  T'hat kingdom shall
advance by the victories of 1he
truth, by the conquests of the Spi-
rit.  The sword may oppose Christ's
kingdom, but it will not promote
it; and the sword of the Spirit, whick
is the word of God, will prevail over eve-
ry opposition. Christ, without the aid of
the sword, shall yet be King of kings, aud
Lord of lords.”

Verse 54-57. Christ’s enemies had ne
power over him till Christ himsclf gave
them that power, till his hour was come
till all that was written in the scriptures
was fulfilled. They could not lay hokl
on him till then. Once it will be remem-
bered they had him on the brow of a hill,
near the town of Nazareth, where he hail
been brought up; and they were going
to cast him headlong. But he, passing
through the midst of them, went his way
He could as easily have delivered him-
self now. Dut how should the seriptures
be fulfilled ?  1ow shouid redempiionbe
accomplished ?  Iow should God be glo-
rified 2 Ilow should the world be sav-
ed?  This was their hour, and the pow-
erof darkness  “There wasa great strug-
gle between Christ and evil principles.
Christ had to contend with them in deli-
vering the prey from the mighty, and res-
cuing the lawful captive. e had toen-
ter into conflict with Satan himself. Nav.
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we tad to suffer the wrath of God It
weas their bour, beecause it was the hour

appointed in the counsels of God himself’

tor the accomplishinent of man’s redemp-
tion. It was the pawer of darkvess,when
Satan, and the powers of darkness, sought
to overcome his stedfastness, to tempt his
soul, to make him renounce his work, and
so baflle his enterprise. It was their
hour, and therefore  he permitted them
to lay huld on him, and they led him a-
way to Cuaiaphas the igh Priesr, with
whom the scribes and the clders were as-
sembled.

At this moment all the disciples for-
scok Jim and fled. Ilew touching ihis
sireumstance ! By one he had been be-
wayed—Dby another he was to be denied
—now hie was forsaken by all.  ‘This was
the hour spoken of by Chyist, when they
were to be scatiered every man to his
own, and were to leave him alone :—a-
lone in the hands of his encmies. It is
sad in many circumstances to be left «-
lene.  Christ was now alone: of the peo-
ple there were none with him; while he
was about to endure the wrath of God,
and the eruel death of the cross  To be
deserted by fricuds especially is a calami-
ty of all others the greatest. This was
now the sitnation of Christ. Ile was a-
lone, in the power of his enemies.  And
vet he was not alone: the Father was
with him.  Still God was with him. The
time was coming when even he shonld
torsake him, when he was to cxclaim in
the bitrerress of his soul, “ My God, my
tiod, why hast theu forsaken me ?” And
shen should Christ be indeed alone, alene
in the universe, the great sacrifice. the
arcat propitiatien—at once the 1ligh
Uriest, the altar, and the victim!

Verse 38. Peter followed lum afar off.
"haere was his courage now ?  \Where
was his daring now ? ¢ Though all men
«hall be offended because of thee, yet will
Pucver be ofiended”. Never! Now he
is offended surely when he follows Christ
only afar off; when he will not Loldly
stand by him and defend him. And itas
curiosity merely it appears, tha leads him
to follow him even a far ofit 1t was mere-

j lv1osee the end-—to see what these things

Ie “ went in, and sat
with the servants tosee the end.” A
most unworihy motive truly.  How many

. unworthy motives may actuate the protes-
; sud followers of Jesus !

Liet us lock 10

- our motives even when we may be em-

Let it not

barked in a worthy canse.
Letit be to

nerely be to see the end.

‘Z accomplieh the end. though it may cven
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be connected with disaster and defeat. —
In this defeat there may be often the
greatest vietory

Verse 59-638. They were resolved by
all means to accomplish Christ’s deazh,
and they would suborn false witnesses ra-
ther than zuflfer himte escape.  But they
found none. It was with aifliculty they
could obtain any : At last came two false
winesses, A false cause is ofien support-
ed by the appearance of evidence rather
than by evidence itself. Tieaven and carth
arc moved in this instance to obtin evi-
dence that will be satisfactory.and it is last
butthe most paltry evidencee that isobtain-
ed,and that is held enovgh.  We are told,
“ A4 last came (wo false witnesses, And
said, This fellow said, I aw able to des-
troy the temple of God, and to build it
in three days”—That was a remavkable
scene which passed between the High
Priest and Christ.  Think of the ish
Priest sitting in judgment upon Him of
whom he was the type.  1le was the High
Priest according to the Jaw of a carnal
commandment— Christ according to the
power of an cndiess life. e was the
High Priest which hadinfrmity : Chuist,
the son who is consecrated for evermore.
The son of Godl arraigned before a mor-
tal like ourselves, made to answer for hig
life !—I3ut hcar that solemn announce-
ment, which ought to have struck the
High Priest with fear, and thrilled his in-
most soul : ¢ {Iereafter shall ye see the
son of man sitting on the right hand of
power, and coming in the clouds of Hea-
ven”.  ‘That is a sight which we shall all
witness.  We shall see Chiistat the right
hand of (iod, and coming in the clouds
of heaven.  Now heis the accused—then
he will be the Judge. Now he is at the
bar of another: then we shall stand at
his bar.  This is his hour of humiiiation :
that will be his hour of exaltation. 1le
will be then higher than the bighest—the
fellow of God!  lHow sclemmn the thonght
of Christ’s ceming, and that we must alt
stand at his judgment seat ! “For we must
all appear before the judgment seat ot
Chrigt, and give account to lum of the
deeds done tn the body whether good or
bad”. Aye. and that High Priest will be
there, who now rent his clothes an.? said:
« Ile hath spoken Dlasphemy™  Will it
be to receive the sentence of damnation
as he now pronornced it upon Civist 7—
Perhaps he will b among thie 1edeemed
on that day —among those who will be
acquitted at the Lar of Ged, having cm-
braced the merits of Chisic Althougit
he condemned Christy, Christ may aceqnis
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him; for Christ dicd for sinners; and
many even of those who crucified Christ
afterwards believed on him, e may be
among the trophies of saving aracc—one
of the monuments of redeeming mercy,
and all the more conspicuous that he was
now the very instrument of” condemning
Christ 10 death

Doubtless some of those, too, who now
“spat in his face and bufteted him ; and
smote bhim with the palins of their hands,
saying, Prophecy unto us thou Christ,
who is he that smote thee ?” will be found
at the right hand of the Judge on the
great day. They have obtained mercy
fike the Persecutor Saul, who says res-
pecting himself- “and J obtained mer-
cy.”  But meanwhile how insulting cheir
language and conduct ! What abuse was
thus heaped upon Christ! What igno-
miny did he not endure!  And how
meekly did he bear all! IIe answered
his accusers not a word ¢ When he was
reviled, he reviled not again—when he
suffered he threatened not, but commit-
ted himself to him who judgeth righte-
ously”.

Verses 69-75 We have here the me-
Iancholy full of Peter—him who said:
¢ Though I should die with thec yet will
I not deny thee”.  Sirange, afier having
been so well warned, and but so recent-
Iy : after having himself so solemnly re-
pudiated the charge that he would deny
him: he should that very night, according
to our Lord's prediction, before the cock
crew twice, deny him thrice. And yet
there is nothing so wondertul in this: it
was but an exemplification of the deceit-
fulness of the human heart. It was but
Satan prevailing over grace. Fear pro-
bably was what Sa an wrought upon, to
the overtbrow of I’cter’s stedfastness, and
Peter’s truthfulness. Ile was afraid, pro-
bably, lest he might be involved in diffi-
culty, and share the treatment which
Christ received 1Ile wasnot vet pre-
pared to be awmartyr. 1is fauh, and
his constancy gave way in the face of
danger. e was bold enough when the
danger was not immiuenc—now when it
was pressing be  vields. The standard-
bearer faints.  1lis courage fails him and
he becomes weak before bis enemies —
“ X know not the man”. To his denial
he adds oarhs and curses. Who would
have expected this of Peter!  And not
onee, but a sceond and a third vime he
repeated his denial  Sad, melancholy,
failure of human resolution! ¢ Taough
all men be offended because of thee, yet
will not I be offended. Though I should
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dio with thea yet will I not deny thee™
And now he (genies him even with ocathe
and with curses. But mere human reso-
lution is weak before the power of temp-
tation. Let us never resolve in cur own
strength, but in the strength of God —
Satan, our own hearts, are too powerful
adversaries, if we have not the srace of
Christ o alone can keep us from fall.
ina. * Now unto him that 1s able to keep
you from falling"—says the Apostle.—
Saiuts are kept. They are in Christ’s
hands. e orders their footsteps. 1lc
keeps them in all their ways lie hedg-
es their path.  He protects them from .
vil. Satan may desire 10 have them, but
ke prays for them. They are the objects
of Lis special care, and intercession, and
love. “They would fail away—their faith
would decay, their love would grow cold
—their obedience would relax, did not
Christ keep them—did he not bestow his
Spirit: were they not in a word inclad-
ed in the gracious covenant by which
salvation is secured to them. And even
with respect to Petor, we find, accovd.
ingly, that he was speedily rencewed unto
repentance  Christ suffered him to fall
for a moment, perhaps, that he mighe
learn his own weakness, and that he
might afterwards lean solely upon the
arm of Christ. Christ cared for him ev-
enin his fall. “ Simon, Simon, Satan
bath desired to have thee that he might
sift thee as wheat, but 1 have prayed for
thee, that thy faith fail not”  Christ
turned to him and looked to him at the
proper moment,  Zkere was the Saviour
stedfast amid all his persecutors—upright
amid  his accusers—here was Peter
prostrate  under the power of the
enemy—ready it may be, to deny
his Lord again should he be chai
lenged as before.  But Christ's look tri-
umphed.  Peter bethought himself, he
remewmbered whence be had fallen,and be
rushed out of the room, and poured out a
tlood of burning tears.  Ife wept at his
fall: he wept at the dishonour he had
done to Christ: he wept at his pusillani-
mity : he wept at his treachery : he wept
for his sins. There were the tears of
genuine sorrow—the tears of true eontri-
tion—the tears of sincere repentance.—
They fell in showers while be thought of
his weakness and apostacy : and now he
was the Disciple again, ready to cooless
his Lord, and to sufler for his sake. Pe-
ter’s repentance is as instructive as his
fall.  The true penitent will be reccived.
He will not be castoff.  God will regard
his prayer.  God will listen to his con-
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session, his supplication.  Christ will not
cast him off.  The Saviour will receive
every sinner that truly comes to lum for
salvation.  11is blood ‘will wash away his
sin.  His death will atone for lis guilt.
Hlis rightepusness will justdfy him. e
invites vinnersto come unio hun @ «Come
anto me, all ye that labour and ave hea-
vy Laden, and T will give you rest. Take
my yoke upon you and learn ofme. Ior
my yoke s ecasy and my bmdenislight”,
Let this encourage any who are senstble
of their singy and who are willing to be
saved. Chrst will in no wise cast you oil.
e pardoned Peter, he will pardon you.
Only see that you are truly humbled, tru-
ly penitent, and that you are willing to
be saved through Churist, through bis
werits alone.
————————
REMARKS
ON ‘THI
« Reply of the Synod of the Preshyterian
Church af Noca Seotia, to the Letter
of the Free Church Synod de-
clining the Uniow”
BY THE REV. FROFESSOK KING.
Frrrn ArricLe.

The Fourth Article explained the
ground upon which the Free Synod re-
garded the refusal of the Presbyterian
Synod to adopt, or to declare their ad-
herence to, the prineiples of the Tree
Church of Scotland as an evidence that
they and that Synod did not entertain
the same view either of the Confession of
Faith or of the Basis ot Union ; and that,
consequently, tor the present at least, a-
ay prospect of a union was precluded.

A second matter referred to as leading
to the smine conclusion, was the refusal of
that Synod to join in the Protest of the
Free Church against the Scottish Estab-
lishment as it is now maintained  The
irethren in their veply profess to be un-
avle to see the difference between these
two things. aml say. that © the fisst and
secondd if not one and the same are so in-
tincately connected,that separate suswers
to them, if they could be given, would
serve no useful purpose.” “Fhe fathers
of the Secesston, whouse descendants and
represcntatives they claim to be, would
have bad no diflicuity o apprehending
ihe distinetion.  They mark it very clear-
Iy in their Judictal Testimony, in which
there s, on the one hand. what they call-
ed an Approbatory part, bearing test:mo-
ny ©to ithe many great appearances of
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the Lord for this church and land, and
to the doctrine, worship, government, and
discipline of' the Lord's house therein, a-
ureeable to the Holy Seriptures, our Con-
tession of Faith and Catechisms, the Na-
tional Covenant of Scotland, aud the So-
lemn League and Covenant of the three
Nations;” and seting forth, therefore,
what they regarded as right in conduet,
and true in doctrine which had been at-
tained : and, on the other hand, a con-
demnaory and assertory part, enumerat-
ing varions evils, and detections, and er-
rors, which had deticed the beauty of the
church, and asserting and maintaining
still the attainments which had been reach-
ed,  against the injuries and insolent in-
dignities done unto, and the encroach-
ments, violations, and breaches made up-
on the same” A reply to the first argu.
ment, which wasftounded upon the Pres-
byterian Synod’s declining to join in the
testimony of the Free Clurch o as to
express an agprobation of their prinei-
ples, and actings in  accordance with
these principles, if'a reply were to be
yiven, should be a statement shewing
that the Assemblies of the Free Church
are not free, faithful, reforming Assem-
blies, acting upon the principles of the
Coutession of Faith, as received by the
Church in 1647, and that the Presbyte-
rian Synod could not in connexion with
such a body follow out the proper design
of'the Sceession A reply to the second
arzzmient, which was founded on the re-
fusal of the Preshyterian Synod to join
in the Testimony or Protest of the I'ree
Church against the Establishment, if a
reply were to be given, should be a state-
ment shewing that there is nothing in the
present condition of that Listablishment
calling for the DProtest of the Yree
Church, which the Presbyterian Synod
deelines to couatersign.

Instead, however, of dealing with the
subjeetin this straightforward manner,the
brethyen of the Preshyterian Synod. un-
able or unwilling {0 distinguish where
things really ditier, profess o answer
the two in the following staement:
«They” that s the Free Synod, = have
completely separated from the Chureh of
Scotland, and solemniy bound them-
selves to hold no communion with any of
ber members, however deserving, while
we have only seceded from Ler judicato-
rivs, reserving the right of holding Chris-
tion and ministerial communicn with the
Goidly within her pale.  We frackly own
that during the course of the negociation,
we urged the adoption of thislatter prin-
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ciple; but finding our brethren inflexi-
ble in their opposition to it, we yielded
and consented that their principle ~hould
be adopted by the united body. s it
then consistent with fairness and truth
to charge us with the contrary as a rea-
son for breaking off the negociation ?
The ubject of our brethven in their
statements upon this subject, seems evi-
dently to be to produce the impression,
that we approve of certain proceedings
in the Lstablished Church of Scotland,
which they bave desertbed at some
length.  They cannot, however, be igno-
rant of the faet, that our tathers of the
Secession raised their standaid against
the Erastianism of the Church of Scot-
land long before the members of the
Free Church thought of unfurling their
Lanner—that the present generativn re-
gard their reasons for secession as still
valid, and that they have no disposition
to return within her pale.  So far from
approving of the terms on which she
holds her endowments, they disapprove
altogether of her connexion with the
state, ag imposing tramuncls, which are
inconsistent with that perfect freedom
which is the birth-right ofZion; and have
gone to lengths in aserting the {reedom
of Christ's Chureh, and in maintaining
the rights of his people, to which the
Iree Church has searecly vet attained.”
However convenient this mode of dis-
posing of the cae may have appeared to
the brethren of the Presbyterian Synod,
it misrepresents the facts which they had
o deal with, and cvades the points to
which they had to reply.  Tne Commit-
tee oz Union, in their Report which was
submitted to the Free Svnod on the 29th
of June, 1847, after mentioning that they
and the Committee of the Presbyterian
Synod, met at New Glasgow, and recog-
nised as a Decetrinal Basis the Basis of
Lnion previously agreed to by both Sy-
nols, add, “The Commitice then pro-
ceeded to discuss the subject of external
relatiens, and found that the Committee
of the Prebyterian Church made no dis-
tinction between the present Isablish-
went and the Yree Chareh, which, in
the mind of this Committee, precludad a
Union with them while holding such
views”  This is something very ditterent
trom what is stated by the Dretheen of the
Prestyterian Syned, aithongh not at all
mconsistent with any thing that appears
w their Reply. There mnay seem, indecd,
{v be 2 difference recognised by them be-
tween the wwo budics, in the fact that
they were negoscing a univn with the
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I'ree Synod, while no corresponding ste(,
had been taken with those who still main
tained a connesion with the Bstablish-
ment in Sceotland ; but that admits of «
very casy explaunation, on grounds guite
different from any approval of the Iree
Chureh, as maintaining the principles of
the Westminster Standards in upposition
to the defections of'the Establisliment —
The members of the Union Committee
of the I'ree Synud were not allowed tu
cherish the mistahen notion that this ne-
gociation was an indication of superior re-
gard for the Free Church, and were giv-
cn very plainly to understand that % the
toss up of a haltpenny ™ night determine
with which of the Ludies the Presbyteri-
an Syrod might be connected. Nor wili
it do for that Synod to say, as they dvin
reference to certain opiuious exjressed
with regard to Lord Aberdeen’s Act, % in
our collective capacity we have express-
ed no opinion upon the subject, and we
do not hold ourselves responsible for the

rivate sentiments of vur mdividual mem-

crs, on matters in which we have no i
terest”  In respect both to Lord Aber
dueen’s ety and the relative position of
the Free Church and the Establishmest,
they ought to feel an interest—if they
were genuine Seceders they would fedl
an interest—and, as they cannot but
know that the Free Church at all events
fecls an interest, it was their duty to se.
to it that their Committee, and especial
ly its Convener, whom they appointed,
were men who would be true exponents
of the views of the body for whom they
were appointed to act, and who woull
not just lay themselves out toinsult those
whom they were to meet on a treaty ot
union.

But what is there in the refusal of the
Presbyteriain Synod to join in the Pro-
test of the Free Church against the Scot-
tish Establishment, that should be re-
garded as an indication that they and the
Iree Synod do not entertain the same
views with regard to the Confession of
IPaith and the Basis of Union? In ar-
swering that (uestion, it may be neces-
sary to remind the reader of two features
which characterized genuine Seeeders.
‘The first is, that, as the Sccession was a
seeession not from the Church of Scot-
land, bus from the prevailing Moderate
party, the original Scceders, and those
who had a right to be recognised as their
descendants, continued to feel an interest
in that Church; and longed for the time,
which they hoped might yet arrive, when
througl her talling inte the hands of more
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tuthitl managers, they might, in pertect
consisteney with the principles for the
avdntenance of which they had seceded,
setrn to the bosom of'the Establishment,
\resaekable exemplification of this. in
the case of Ndam Gib amd the fate D,
MeCrie, is given in the Lite of Dr. Me-
Crie by his son, I’. 512, where the fol-
Pawving guotition trom  a letter of the
Loetors, written in something of a play-
fulstyle shews that, notwithstanding the
clowds that 5o much obsceured the pros.
pret, even he was not without some oc-
casional - glimmerings of hope that he
might be a minister of the Established
Clureh :— Is it yet time for me to com-
menee & canvass tur John Knox's Chareh?
{have heard that Adam Gib, to a consi-
derably late period of his life, expressed
the hope that he wounld preach in St
thless. You know the practical infer-
vnce. Yot we do injury to more than
our awn happiness by dealing harshly
with kind hope, repressing her ardour,
sand chiding her for those tamb-like frisk-
i i whieh she indulges to please us.”
Tie second feature is, that, notwithstand-
ing their Secessien from the Moderate
najorities of the day, they considered
themeelves as still having a connexion
with the Church of Scotland, and an in-
tervest in her movements, wnd in all that
atfeeted her. They telt,in their seeessi-
on state, that there was a duty which
they had to discharge in testifying against
what they regarded as her corruptions,
hor abuses, her acts of backsliding ; and
that not merely down to the period when
the seeession took place, butsubsequent-
v, as, to their mind, the oceasion scemed
w cull for a rencwed expression of their
pudament,  Desides what  was stated in
the first or extra.judicial Testimony in
13354, the Judicial Lestimony, which was
agread to by the Associate Presbytery in
Lecember 1734, brought down to that
perind the narative of abuses against
which a Testimony was lifted up. When
the Burgher Synod published their Re-
exhibition of the Testimony, i 1770,
ey added an Appendix, «in which the
dudicial Aet and Testimony, s extend-
od torome public transactions which have
Tppened in this Church and  Nation,
since that Testimony was fivst published ;
il the Assertory Articles puinted direct-
Iy in oppoaition to other Defections in
Loth”  “Lhe General Associate or Auti-
tmrgher Synod, in 1804, published their
Narrative and Lestimony, in wlich, no
doubt, there were hmportant departures
Srom the subordinate standavd  w which
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they  had hitherto profesed to adhere
(and for refusing to concur in which
changes. De McCrie, Mr Aitken, Pro-
fessor Bruce, and Mr. Chalincrs were
deposed), but in which they too bring
down the narrative of the defections in
the Establishment againat which they tes-
tify to the time of the publication. They.
state their warrant and call in duty for
doing su ir the following terms: « in
bearing witness for the truth, it is incum-
beat an the Churcht to signify herappro-
bation of the contendings that have been
made in the behalt of truth in former
times ; and in testfving against what is
opposite to the truth, itis her duty to
state her testimony against every step of
detection and  opposition made to the
truth in former, as well as in present
tines.  Lhis appears trom the approved
example of the chureh; as in the 75th
psalm, and iu the 9th chapter of Nelhe-
miah, with various cther places of Serip-
ture,”  In like manner, when the New
Light Burghers and Antiburghers, form-
ed into one body as the United  Associ-
ate Synod of the Secessivn Churely pub-
lished their Testimony in 1227, they say,
“We deplore the corraptions i admin-
istration, tor testifying against which our
fathers were cast out of that chureh, amt
which, as they still exist, and are in
soine respects” inevensed, render contine
uance in a state of seeession an imperie
tive duty.  Tothose corruptions we mast
distinetly advert ; nor, however paintul
the task is, ovght we to shrink frum at
fixing to them the condemnation whicn
they mevit. Tiss is a duty which we
owe to Jesus Christ, for itis by ain-
taiuing his #ospel and ordinaneds in- pu-
rity, that bis name and saivation aee o -
clared and perpetuated ;—to the bese in-
terests of men, for thus we shall warn
them against errors and evils, which are
injurious to their precious souls;—to !
National Church herself, as a means of
exviting ber * to remember whenee she
has falien. and to repent and dy tee st
works ;—and to cur own character and
influence as & chweh, for we shall thos
vindicate our seeession, amd prouwt. une
o its leading ebjeets” I followiny the
line of duty which they have thus mark-
ed out, they are nat satisticd with declar-
iag their adberence o the  testinony
which ther seeeding fathers had lined
up against the Establishment in the Aet,
Declaration and ‘Testimony ot' 1736, they
are not satisfied with indicating general-
Iy that the evils therein testified against
were still unredressed @ they speafy a
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variety of particulars in which the abus-
es had been increased. They refer to
the deliverance of Assembly 1784, after
having rejected some overtures relating
to the vepeal of the law of Patronage, in
which they declave ¢ that it does not ap-
pear 1o this Assembly, that there is any
reason for an innovation being made in
the mode of scttling vacant parishes 3
and, in notes, they illustrate what is ge-
nerally stated in the Narrative itself, by
specific instances of intrusive settlements,
down to those of Kiltarlity and Croy, in
1823,

T'he principles of the Presbyterian Sy-
nod, they professing to be Seeeders, are
such as should have led them to recog-
nise, aud act upon the duty not only of
testifying against the evils, if they exist,
on account of which the first Scceders se-
parated from the Moderate majorities of
their day ; but of enlarging their Tusti-
mony, it the evils have been inereased
in later times. The (uestion, then, is
this, Ias nothing occurred, in connexion
with the Disruption, that should draw a
very marked line of distinetion betwixt
the Free Church and the Establishment ?
Or, if there are adnitted differences, are
they of so tritling a nature as that, with
any intelligent and honest Seceder, it
should be as the “tess up of a half-pen-
ny” with which of them he should unite ?
Or, on the contrary, are they not suchas
that a refusal to join in a Protest agaiust
the evils which constitute the ground of
difference, especially when so evident a
call in duty was presented in the propos-
al to unite with a body that was alrcady
pledged to that Protest, is in itself a ve-
ry distinet indication that the partics so
refusing have no right to be recognised
as Seceders, and canuot be regarded as
holding by the Contession of Faith, as it
was received by the Church of Scotland
in16477 The materials for answering
the question are ample, and present a
wile field of illustration ; bat they are
also of such a nature that they may be
presented with much condensation, and
vet with a well defined outline.  'This
condensation must now be attetpted.—
The task of holding up corvruptions for
condemnation is painful, but the Lesti-
mony of the United Secession Synod
teaches, that the painfulness of the tash
is no reason why it should be evaded;
and it may be well to remind some, who
have of late shewn a wondertul sensitive-
ness about aflixing to the corruptions of
the Bstablishment the condemmation
which they merit, that the following lan-
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guage with respect to the daty of doing
s0 is the language, as already quoted, of
the United Sccession Synod. « Thisis a
duty which we owe to Jesus Christ, for
itis by puintaining his gospel and ordi-
nances in purity, that his name and sal-
vation arc deelared and perpetuated ;—to
the best interests of men, for thus we
shall warn them against crrors and e-
vils, whieh ave injurious to their precious
souls ;—to the National Church herself,
as a means of exciting her ¢ to remember
whence she has fallen, and to repent and
do the first works ;'—and to our own cha-
racter and intluence as & Church, for
we shall thus vindicate our secession, and
promote one of its leading objects.”

It is admitted that there were serious
defects in the Revolution Settlement.—
It is admitted that there were evils in the
terms on which the Treaty of Union be-
tween England and Scotland was finally
adjusted. It is adiitted that a great ad-
ditional grievance was inflicted” on the
Church of Scotland by the Act of Parli-
ament 1712, restoring Patvonage § an Act
which was passed in violatio. of the Ar-
ticles of Union.  Notwithstanding these
admissions, it is asserted, as a matter of
plain historical fact, that at the time of
the Secession, the Church of Scotland,
possessed of a seriptural constitution, had
such freedom to work out the principles
of her own constitution, that the men who
seceded, not orly could have had no dif-
ficulty in remaining within her pale. but
would have felt it to be their duty and
their privilege to do so, if’ they had not
Leen prevented from the exercise of their
constitutional liberty by the tyrannical
sway of the Aoderates, who at the time
were “ the prevailing party” in theChurch
conrts.  This was a view of the case to
which the Seceders themselves attached
great impartance ; and, accordingly, they
were carveful to make it dwstinctly known
that they had not scceded from the
Church of Scotlund, Lut merely from
that party who were subverting the con-
stitution of the Church.  The brethren
of the Presbyterian Synod seem to think
that they represent themselves as occu-
pying the same position, in relation to
the Istablishment, with these early Se-
caders, when they say, % we have ouly
seceded from her judicatories, reserving
the right of holding Christian and minis-
terial communion with the Godly within
her pale”  If such, however, is the view
with which they have expressed them-
selves in the language just quoted, they
aro labouring under two very grave mis-
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tukes. [First, they are greatly mistaken
when they think that their term ¢ God.
Iy is equivalent to the deseription winch
the Svceders gave of those with whom
they would still hold communion with
the Establishment, The  Seceders did
not consider themselves very well quali-
fied to search the heart and to try the
reins of the children of men, so as to be
able to say  who of them wure * godly”
and who were not: but they knew that
they could judge of a man’s profession—
that they could form some opinion of his
conduct ; for these are visible things.—
Accordingly, they do not say, with the
brethiren of the Presbyterian Synod, We
reserve “the right of holding Christian
and ministerial  communion with the
Godly within her pale” (with all defer-
ence, that wight have kept them in com-
munion with Moder~tes still, miserably
misguided though these men wera in
their management of the atfairs of church
govermuent) ; but they say, in their Pro-
test, as given in the fourth Article of
these Remarks, ¢« We still hold commu-
ion with all and every one who desire,
with us, to adhere ta the principles of the
true Presbyterian, Covenanted Church
of Scotland, in her doctrine, worship. go-
vernment and discipline : and particular-
Iy with every one who are groaning un-
der the evils, and who are atlveted with
the grievances we have been conplain-
ing of ; whoare, in their several spheres,
wrestling against the same.”  Secondly,
when this mistake is corrected, and, in-
stead of the term “ Godly,” the descrip-
tion which the Seceders themselves gave
of the persous in the Establishment with
whom they would he willing to hold com-
munjon i3 inserted the brethren of the
Presbyterian Synod are gricvously mis-
taken in imagining that there would be
found a single person in the communion
of the Istablishment, from the Modera-
tor of the General Assembly downwards,
with whom they would be at liberty to
hold communion, on the ground that they
correspond with the description given.
These brethren say, “our fathers of
the Sccession raised their standard against
the Erastianism of the Church of Scot-
land long befove the members of the Free
Churck thought of unfurling their ban-
ner” This may be allowed to pass as
true; for it is not Likely that any of the
menbers of the Free Church are old
cnough to have been capable of unfurling
any banner in 1733. It is, however,
more to the purpose to obscrve, that the
banner of the Free Church was not un-
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furled for the first time when the pro.
cession moved from St Andrew'’s Charel:
to take up their position at Canonmills,
on the 15th of May, 18513, ‘That banuer
fioated over the General Assembly in
1547, When, in the time of Charles 11,
the state intervfered with sacred things,
and required the Seottish nation to adopt
new mades of worshap, + in obedience to
the law of the lane " that banner, the
banner of the Church of Scotland, waved
in the breezes which fanned the temples
of those who, forsaking house: and lands,
betook themselves to the moors, and the
mountain sides, that they might obey the
law of Christ. It was under that banner
that the *“outed ministers” returned,
when, upon the Revolution. they regain-
ed their position as ministers of the ks-
tablishment. Jt was for the purpose of
upholding that banner that the first Se-
ceders, as has been shewn, separated
from the Moderates, Tt was to uphold
that banner that others, at the same time,
kept their places in the Establishment,
where they could still consistently strive
to prevent the guaranteed privileges of
her constitution from being  trampled
upon by their oppressors, the Moderates
It was as upholding that banner that,
when at length in the providence of (od
they beeame the majority, they prosecu-
ted those measures of retorin which glad-
dened the heart of every true Seceder,
and which drew within the pale of the
Establishment numbers \vLo worthily
borne thas name. It was when consist-
ently acting unde: that banner that the
Church of Scotland was resisted and ob-
structed by the unconstitutional interfer-
ence of the civil courts. It wasin de-
fence of that banner that, in her Claim
of Right, agreed to in 1842, she sought
redress of the grievances of which she
had so much cause to complain. When
that claim was rejected, when the en-
croachments of the civil courts were ra-
titled by the acquiescence of the State,
when it was made distinetly known  that
the bencefits of the Establishment were no
longer to be enjoyed but upon the con-
dition that the Church should submit to
the control of the civil power; dotermin-
ed still to obey God rather than man,
it was under the same bamner that the
Church of Scotland, for the second time,
forsook houses and lands, manses, glebes,
and stipends ; and left an Establishment
that was now to have a banner flaring
over her head inscribed ¢ Obey the law
of the land.”

‘T'his was not a Secession. It was the
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wovement, not of a party alopting new
principles, but uf the Church of’ Seotland
maintaining the principles of 1617,—
waintaining the principles whizh she held
in  16—maintaining  the  priuciples
which she held in 1753, although a party
called te Moderates were  trampling
upon them—miintaining the principles
which she held forth in her Claim of

tight, in 18125 and rencuncing the be-
nedis of an Lstablishment when, through
a new mode of interpreting and adminis-
toring the il bae, the benefits of the
Establishment could no longer be enjoy-
ed but through the sacrifice of these prin-
ciples.  The change effected by this new
mode of administering the civil law in
reference to ecelesiastial aifairs is such,
that no man who, in the language of the
Seceders, * desires to adhere to the prin-
ciples of tae truc presbyterian, covenan-
ted Church of Scotland,™ has an inch of
ground to stand npon in the Scottish Is-
tablishment now.  This was very soon
Lrought out in the conduct of some who
have a right to be regarded as at once
vompetent and impartial judges. One
instance must suflice. At the tune of
the Disruption, there was a deputation
in Ldinburgh from the Presbyterian
Chureh in Ireland, with a commission to
hold irendly correspondence, on bebalf
of that Church, with the Genceral Assem-
bly of the Church of Scotlund. These
deputies witnessed the proceedings of
the Disruption. They had now to cou-
sider how they were to exccute their
commission ; and, atter due deliberation,
found that they could not acknowledge
the Ecclesiastical Establishment, as 1t
now stood, as their parent Chureh, the
Church of Scotland. It was not there
that they could find the representatives
of the Binirs, and the Livingstons, whose
labours had been so much blessed to Ire-
land, in the seventeenth century.  Lhey
found their way to Cancnunills, and they
laid their commission before the Assem-
bly there, as the General Assembly of
the Church of Scotland. When they re-
turned to their constituents, their coun-
duct was approved of, as in precise ac-
cordance with the terws of their commis-
sion. The correspondence cuntinues to
be maintained, not with the Establish-
wment, but with the Free Church of Scot-
Jand.

POSTSCRIPT.

The preceding Remarks have extend-
ed so far, that there is not sutlicient space
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1aft for entering npon a statementof evi-
denee m proof of the averment, © That
Mz, Troiter calumniates the Wesimin.
ster Ass mbly of Divines,and gives a
most erroneous view of their labours with
1espect to the Confession of Faith.” It
must therefore stand over till another op-
poriunity. as must also somne remarks on
ihe principal portion of a Letter which
he has since published in the © Presbyte-
rian Witness”, in which he attempts still
further 10 bolster up the same charges.
In this subsequent Letter, he comes
out with additicnal mistatements, in Jus
attempt to defend the untenable positi-
on which he took up, when, in his Let-
ter which appeared in the * Guardian”
of this city, Sept. 28th, 1549, he said,
«but it 1s a fact of which you cannot be
izrorant, that there are many in the Free
Church, and that the number is rapidly
increasing, who ave willing to dispense
with the Uonfession of Faith altogether,
which would leave them at liberty w
nintain or depart from its doctrines as
they please. I have different authori-
ties for making such a statement, but
shall confine myself to one at present.”
‘The one authority on which he founds so
grave a change, 15 an extract from a
speech of Dr M'Kay's, before the Free
Church Connnission in 1843 He now
says, * we have given it as reported by
their awn friends, and allowed it tospenk
for itself ; and the Professor has no: ven-
tured to correct any of the Drs state-
ment.”  The Doctor’s statement did not
require {o be corrected ; but Mr. T'rot-
ter's mistatemer’, did ; and it was correct-
ed. Itis afact, that, from a desire to
act with other bodies in the matter of -
ducation in common schools, there are
numbers who would have the Church
pat ber own standards in abeyance so
far as not to iusist upon the subscription
of the Confession of Faith by the school-
masters. 1t is nat a fact, however, that
what is thus admitted to be true isa war-
rant for Mr. Trotter 10 say that in this
he has a proot’ ¢ that there are many in
the Free Chureh, and that the naber
ts rapidly increasing who ave wiliing 15
dispense with the Confession of I'with ai-
togetker, which would leave them at liher-
ty o maintaie or depart from its ductvines
as they please”  As if; however, the aul-
mission of facts as stated by Dr. McRay
were an admission of the cxtravagant
mistatements of Mr. Trotter, he goes on
with an air of triumph tosay, « The com-
mission thus adjured did not venture 1o
deny it, and neither has the Professor.—
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{fe only insinuates that it extends ounly
to a single point which he regards as a
trifle.-—und *he thinks it a matter of
sl importancee 1o permit the youny 1o
receive their first impressions of religion
from men who refuse the Contession off
Fauth altopether! low very inconsis-
went.”  Rather, How very ansious M.
"Lrotter is to represent hiny as inconsis-
tent; aud how very unserupalous about
the means.  1st. The Professor did not
insinuate, but assert, that the fears of the
Presbyterian Synod lest the Free Ciurch
should @t rid of the Contession of Fauith
altouether, were entively groundiess, and
originated in the usual blundering of Mr.
Trotter.  Lve:y intelligent reader must
see that the assersion is quite true ; and
that a minister’s being cf opinion that a
schoolmasier might be entrusted with the
education of children, not although he
repudinte entively the doctrines of the

Confession, but although he may not be

prepared 10 subseribe to every doctrine

m the Confession, is something very dif-

terent trom that minister’s wishing to

wer 1l of the Coniession as the standard
of the church, that he and other nunis-
ters may maqtain or depart from its doc-
trines as they please.  Mr ‘I'rotter can-
not see the difference. 2udly. Even with
respect 1o schodlmasters, the Professor
did not say whether it was or was not a
tritling mitter  Mr. Trotir, as he deems
very much i the practice of doing, was
sunply drawing upon his own fancy for
that picture of incansistency which be
was inviting Ins readers to contemplaie
0 admiringly.
B s ¢ Aat——

FREE PRESBYTERY OF HALIFAX,
This court met heee on the 29th October.
They had again under their consideration

the application for supply te Bermudy, m

the expected absence ot Mr. Adam, when,

alter afall considleration of the case, the in-
convenience of giving the supply during the
winier was felt te be such that the Clerk
was instrucied to write to Mr. Adam, re-
uesting him to remain for some time lon-
wer. in the expertation that the Preshytery
would he able to ive supply at the close of
the Collese session.

The fellowing supplics were appointed
for the stations in the neighbourkvod of

Halitax :

Nov. “nd. Dartmouti—Mr. Lyvail.
s * Goodwood—NMr. § 5.
o 9th, Dasimeath—Mr. King.
' = St Johu's—Mr. Lyall.
w e

Lawrencetown—Mr. Romans.

1tth. Dartmouth—Mr. Romans.
St Jol's—Mr. Kiug.

23rd. Dartmouth—-21r. Romans.

RLCORD. 1
¢ S Jolin’s=Mr Nomans,
< Musquodoboiz Harboar—Mr.
Forvester,
“ - tmers”  Chueel — Messrs,
ing nnd Ll
¢ soth, Dartinouwa— Mr. Kine,
¢ oSt dohin—Me Lyaik
& t wieneetown—Meo Ronans.
Pee. Tl Dartmontii— My,
- sc 0 NnoJoim’s—=3e ] >
o = Goodwoud—3re. Lyadl,
- “ o Sackvitle—Mr. Romans,
o Lth, Dartmenth—Mr. itoaas,
s S Jobn s=Mr, Laail,
o 2st. Dartmouti— Vir Lyall.
- = S dohn’s—My Kiag.
- = Lawrencetown—Mr, Romans.
= 28th. Thwtmonth—Mr. King,

St.dohn’s—My. Lyall,
Jan. 4he Darnaonth—Mr. Lyvall,

- * St dJoha's=1lre Forrester.

“ s Gombwood—2r, Kang.

% Musguodoboit  Xarbour—23r.

Romans.

Mr. Jolin Alesauder Ross. who has been
already for 1wa we ~iots In alemianee upon
thie Theological classes of the College, pore-
sented himself for examination by the Pres-
bytery previously to his enrolment jor the
third session. Mr Alexander Ross. who
luts been atiending thie preliminary classes
for three sessiows, presented himself. ag the
reqaest of the 'rofessurs, inorder that the
Preshytery wmight have an opportanity of
judgging whether 10 might not be proper {or
him now to enter upon the study of Theo-
lossy.  ‘The Preshytery agreed to hold a spe-
cial meeting on the following Saturday for
the purpose of examining these two stu-
deuts, and any others within the bounds wha
might be in similar circuastances with Mr.
Alexander Ross. They agreed to hold their
next ordinary meeting o the tirst Wednes-
day of Junuary next.

The Preshytery met oa Saturday, Nov.
1st. when they examined Mr.John A. Ross,
about to enter the Theological Iall for the
third session, and were bighly satistied with
the proficiency he had made. They also
examined Mr. Alexander Ross, Mr. Witham
Murray, Mr. Hector MeKay, Mr. Alexander
Camphell. and Mr. George Munro; when
they found that the progress which these
students iad made iu the preliminary clas-
ses was such that they might now with ad-
vantage enter npon the study of Theolegy.

——0
FREE PRESBYTERY OF PICTOU.

The Free Presbytery of Picton met in
the Church of Lochaber on the 29th Oct—
There was 2 full attendance of the congre-
gation. After sermon by the Rev. Mr.
Stewart, the call from Urince Edward's Is-
fand to the Rev. Mr. Campbell, was tuken
up.

er. Camphell stated that e had now
been labouring in that congregation for a-
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boat six years, amid many difficulties, and
with an anxiety of mind alike impossible
and unnecessary to detail, nor did he look
for any sphere without its difticulties. e
had an attachment 3o many  in that congre-
gation too strong to be broken, he trusted,
should the course of events lead to his trans-
lation. e had no desire of removal. and
when in Prince Edward’s Island in harvest,
urged upon the people not o renew  their
former call. ‘Lhere were however didticul-
tics with which he had 10 conzend, and
which, unless considerably rewoved, ronder-
el tire hope of his beiug albres contny
there with prospects of st
ly. Trom all he knew of
in Prince Edward’s Island ke 4
it holds out greater prospects of arctih

A

in the Lord’s vineyard than his present
sphere.  In these circumsieneds he fut the
wmatter in the hauds  of the Treshyiory os

the medium of ascertaining the wind o7 th,
Lord.

The great extent of th:e e ngregation :
Prince Edward’s Island—theirjonyg destizu-
tion—their many past unsuccessful cfforts
to obtain & paster—their cordiality in this
call—their exertions to do all in their pow-
er for the encouragement and comfort of
the Minister—and the evils likely to result
from the failure ofthe present cffort were
all pleaded in bebalf of the call.

The congregation present deplored the
existing evils—deprecated the thonghts of
translation which could not but be follow-
ed with most disastrous consequences, and
resolved to use the utmost endeavours to
retain their pastor.

In order to give the congregation fur-
ther  opportunity, the Preshytery delayed
coming 10 a conclusion; and adjourned 1o
ameet at New Glasgow on the 5th of Novr.

The Free Presbytery of Picton met at
New Glasgow on the 5th Nov.

The casc of the translation was .zain tak-
<r up. Documents were produced which
skewed that cousiderable exertions had been
made by the congregations. Chese exerti-
ors however were confined chiclly o one
part of the cvils complained of.  The main
difficalty still remazined.

Mr. Camphell being interrogated asto his
own mind, stated that he felt interest in the
prosperity of that congregation. e saw
the dangers to which they would be cxpos-
ed—the little hope of their being soon sup-
plicd or perhaps ever gathered intoone cen-
gregation—and  yet coasidering that the
principal evil of which lie bad to complain
continucs as it was—the prospect of great-
cruscfulness in the Lord’s causc in the con-
gragation in the Island—together with some
Ieadings in providence, he felt it to his duty
50 far as he could discover 1o close with the
<call, which he now did.

Mr. Sutherland bricfly stated the compa-
rative merits of both congregations,with the
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peculiar necessities of and prospeets of use-
fulness in the Island, and also the greater
facility of rendering serviees in Lochaber,
and accordingly moved for the tranzlation.

Mr. Neil Guinstated the danger to which
the people of Lochaber and St Mary's inust
be exposed in case of transdation.  The
strong affection of a large  majority to Mr.
Caumpheli—the shortness of the time they
had to consider—and that he knew every
exertion would be made to preventit. e
therefore opposed the wanslaton and eras-
ed delny.

The Preshytery thew agree without com-
g % vele 1 delay the final determina-
Con of i Caan Ut 2aou oadinary meci-
B i eedor 1y one s e, ot orfo-
chater, cant B o trenranty o

M
Broe the grictite complorat ol wonov-

[P P

g
N

thind

vailgrres ation o PCicton wpgnied for a
s of Mo 3Uawae’s services untd! o-
se provided for. It was  agreed 1o
briige it iefore Mr Stewart’s congregation
and with their consent granted.

The Preshytery adjourned to mcet at
New Glasgow o the secoud Wednesday of
Juny. 1852,

o——_—

The following notice of Mrs. Mackay
of Rockfield was appended to the Brict
Sketeh of the Cape Lreton Mission which
appeared in our last number.

This short review of the Cape Breton
Mission having been called for in conse-
quence of the lamented death of Mrs, Mac-
Ray, who had the principal management of
it—the sketch might be cousidered incom-
piete without some notice of her personal
history and chaiacter, especially as sush =
notice has been generally looked for and de-
sired by those who so long loved and esteem-
cd her.

Mos. Isabella Mackay was the third daugh-
ter of John Gordon, Esq., of Carrol, in the
county of Sutheriand, and Isabella McLeod
of Geawics, in the county of Ross.  In 1803,
she was married to John Mackay. Esy, of

s+ Cs
the parish of Lairg, in the couniy of Suther-
Iand, where his father and grandfather had
heen ministers—a gentleman of enhivated
mind, extensive information, aud agrecable
manuers, who, but for the wmisfortune of
blinduess which befell him in the prime of
life, wonld undonbtedly, by his abilitics,
hLawve risea in the seeviee of the  East India
Company, where his career commenced —
Me was 2 man of warm and gencrons feel-
ings, and in cvery way of congenial princi-
ples aad taste.  Both Mr. and Mis. Mackay
took a deep interest in the young persons
with whom they were connected, cspecially
those who had been early deprived of their
natural guardians, and acted towards them
with a pavental alfection and concern, cdu-
cating them, and unwearicd in their cudeas
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vours to promoic their advancement in the
world. Nor were their assiduities contined
to relatives—they wercever ready to befriend
the friendless. By nature philanthropic and
ardent, an living during it period when so-
cial improvement was songht by means of
political reform, they were enthusiastic ad-
mirers and strenuous advocates of the prin-
ciples of civil and religious liberty *

Thus connected with the north of Scot-
land, Mrs. Mackay had, at an early period
of her life, taken a deep interest in the Cel-
tic population of the Highlands and Islands.
It was a warm and enthusiastic attachment
which led her to make so great efforts in be-
half of her fellow-countrymen who had heen
compelled by poverty aud distress to leave
their native land—to which was added, in
after life, the impulse of 2 higher motive—
a concern for their spiritual welfare.

Her mind was naturallv powerful and ac-
tive. as well as benevolent. It was a large
and enlightened benevolence, which sought
the best and permanent interests of her fel-
low creatures. Enducd with no common
huoyancy and vivacity of spirit. and an ar-
dent temperament, she was not to be dis-
courared by difficulties iu any work she un-
dertook.  The kindliness of her nature, and
that power which an ardent spirit exercises
over the feclings of otlers with whom it
comes in contact, generally enabled to ve-
move them all:—above all, her own soul
had heen touched by the Spirit of all grace,
and she felt construined to go on in her
course. But this grace, at the same time,
Ied her to see much defect and sin in the
motives of her condnct, and to complain
that, in what she did for the good of others,
she was more actuated by a mere instinetive
compassion, than hy a single regard to the
glory of God.  Ier reception of the doc-
trines of the gospel had heen gradual—these
doctrines having in her to coutend with the
seepticism of an understanding, not imme-
diately brought to 2 conviction of its own
~venkness.  But as, by thegrace of God, she
came to a more full reception of them, her
whole character underwent a corresponding
change.  Her natural avdour was lrought
under a softeningy, susduing, and resiraimng
influence; and in her latter days. love to
men, and the salvation of their souls, be-
caune morcandmore the predominating prin-

# Late in life. Mr. Mackay became au-

thorofa * Life of Licut.-Genera! Hugh Mac-
kay of Scoury (his distinguished ard pions
ancestral kinsmau), who was Commander-
in-Chicf of the Forces in Scotland. 1659 and
1690, Colonel Comnmandent of the Scottish
Brigade in the service of the States-Gene-
ral, and a Privy Councillor in Scotland."—
Yo a revised cdiuon of this work after the
death of Mr. Mackay, Mrs. Mackay prefixed
2 memoir of her hushand, very interesting
in jtself, and very creditable to her taicats
and literary taste.
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ciple of her conduct.  The discipline of a
death-bed sickness (as will be scen afier-
waris), opened her eyesto see more than
she had ever scen before, that human acti-
ons caunot stand the scrutiny of a holy God
—that there is no righteousness but Christ's
righteousness—and that there could bhe no
salvation, had not God deelared his willing-
ness to save the guiltiest for Christ’s sake.

In ilinstration of her charaeter, and the
Christian principte which guided her, two
cvents of some imnortance in her life may
be stated.  The first of these was in 1837,
when she reccived 2 considerable and very
unexpected accession of private fortune, by
the bequest of une of those whom she and
her husband had hefriendea in early life,
and who had ever felt himself bound to his
parental henefactors, by a warm and affecti-
onate gratitude ; but theaccession gave rise
in hermind to no iden of selt-indulgence, or
large expendituse on her own acccunt. On
the contrary, she avoided such expenditure,
while she entered upon a more enlarged
sphere of benevolence, and scemed to be ve-
solved upon & more entire consccration of
lier substanee to the Lord. No doubt, 2 na-
wurally humane and generous disposition
rendered such a sacrifice, in her case, more
casy; but we have, at the same time, her
own recorded conviction, that “a grateful
recognition of God the giver was a honnden
duty in disposing of the bounties with which
he favored us ;"—* that there was too often
a sinful omission in the distribution of pro-
perty;” and that she felt bound to allot 1
portion of her meaus “ to the furtherance of’
the cternal interests of a very destitute por-
tion of our countrymen,~that God, having
singularly prospered an cffort made to this
end, had therehy strengthened the claim on
the instrument he had so honoured, to spare
1o means likely to advance it.”

The second occurrence deserving of no-
tice, was the deep impression made on her
mind by the Disruption of the Church of
Scotland, aud the line of conduct which it
Icd her, thereafier, to pursue. The princi-
ples on which so many ministers scceded
from the Establishment she thoroughly ap-
preciated ; they approved themselves to her
mint, and conscicuce, and never ceascd to
infiucace and direct her in the future distri-
bution of her means.  ** While (she said) as
a christian and a patriot, I hold mysclf in-
debted to the protesters and founders of the
Free Church of Scotland, of which 1 am a
member, in an amount of obligation to
which money can bear no proportion, I fecl
that, in the circumstances in which I am
placed, it is my privilege as well as my du-
1y, to bestow wmy property on the men, who
by a sacrifice as noble as the reasons for it
were imperative, cast themselves and their
familics on the hounty, or rather on the jus-
tice and gratitude of those who participato
in the valuable resalts of the sacrifice, from
the sufferings of which they arc at the same
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time exempt, and on their successors in the
ministry of the Free Chureh of Scotland,
teusting that they will ever be animated
with the same spirit.”  Under the intluence
v these sentiments, Mrs. Mackay gave her-
self in every way she could devise to there-
lief of those ministers and schoolmasters
who suftered by the Disruption, the manner
of relief being adapted to the particular civ-
cumstances of each case.  To manya fami-
1y, the help was most seasonable, and was
received by them as the howity of a graci-
ons God who has all hearts in his hands,
amd who will net forsake those who are
faithiul 10 him.

A suflfering clergyvinan,who knew not from
whencee the assistance came, and who to this
honz is unknown,except totheindividualthro’
whom a large gift vas transmitted, thus ex-
presses himself,—* A minister of the Free
Church, deeply indebted to the unknown
friend into whose hands this note will be de-
livered, begs briefly to express his feelings,
under the very peculiar circumstances in
avhich, by her kindness, e has been placed.
e desives, with gratitude to the Father of
lights, from whom ultimately cometh down
every good gift, and with gratitude also to
the individual, who has so spontancously,
humbly, and delicately acted as the imme-
diate giver, to accept the large sum sent for
the sapply of his necessitics. e would
seck to recognise in thns mest singular, op
portune, and nlogked-for providence—sin-
genlar in itseif, but still more so, when taken
in connceetion with 2 series of dispensations,
and a track of spiritual excrcises, alike
strongly marhed, and known only to Lim-
self—the faithfulness and power of Jehov.ah,
ivho, in thesc latter days, can still prévide
for his people in ways as marvellous. and
as well fitted to arrest the soul, and bring it
to feel that it has to do with hun, and that
he is dealing immediately with it, as were
his people of old with manaa from heaven,
or supporting his prophet by the ministry of
araven®  And it was ncther own henefac-
tions only; she was indefatigable and suc-
cessful in awakening the syvmpathics of o-
thers, in behalf of distressed ministers and
schoolmasters.

While individual cases excited her fecl
ings, and called forth all her cenergics, her
henevolence was not restricted to them—
Iler benefactions, fer the hencfit of the
church in general, were large; and in the
ultimate disposal of what remained of her
property, in the view of her death, she did
not forget the rale of comluct which she
had preseribed for herself, as the result of
deliberate Jjudgment and conscientious con-
viction.

It may be said, with respect to her peca-
niary givings generally, that they were not
unly with consideration and delicacy, hut
with an enthusiastic warmth of feeling cha-
racteristic of herself; for she had previons-
Iy cutered  with deepest svwpathy into all
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the circamstances of the case which had
prompted her bonevolence—so that when
she bestowed the gift, ic was o relief to her
own feclings.  This intense interest in the
cause of distress also accounts fur the large
ness of her hounties.

It would he unsuitable to enter here into
the details of what she did for the lighlan-
ders and Iskiders, whose interests. tempor-
al and spiritmal (always comprehendiug those
of them in Cape Direton), deepiy engrossed
her mind during the closing years ol her
life. She hersell had all the warm feelings
of her countrymen, and tiese were sorely
tricd by the calamity which overiook them
in the failure of the potate crop. She al-
ways felt that, to the condition of the peg-
ple, justice had not been done—that ade
quate provision hiad not heen made for ey
en a common education—that the land had
never been so managed and cultivated as to
cive them employment, and form them to
mdustrial habits, and, abeve all, that their
spiritual state had been neglected (into some
parts the light of the Reformation having
searcely ever penctrated.) or the means of
grace had been supnlied to them wost sean
tily and insuliciently—that they werealoy-
al, peaceable, and enduring ruce, aud, as a
part of the great commaonewealth, descrved
better treatment.

While wnceasing in her cforts to procure
food and clothing during the temporad desti-
tuzion (which wnhappily still continnes). she
always kept steadily in view their devation
in the scale of society, by means of religivus
and intelectual caltivation, and was cvar
most anxions to bring furiard, and ready
1o ail yonnz men pusstssed of the Gacli.
langaage intending for the ministra. or to
become schoolmasters to the Gaelic popula-
tion.

Such occupations Iefe Tittle time for those
studies and purstits in which, otherwise, an
acute mind and literary taste wonld have
found grtification ; and so employed. the
Lord feund her when hie called her to hime
selii It was only within a few days uf ha
death that she wrote to four of the ministers
in Cape Breton.

Some months previous to her death, the
probability of her removal from the world
at no distant date was impressed on her
mind; and to a friend she said,— I trust.
you andmy other friends will pray much
for me, that ais the old casket is breaking up.
the precions jewel within may be polished
and prepared, and made meet for glory.”

At an carly period of her allness, she be-
licy ed that the hand of death was upon her;
and the messenger did not scem to be un
welcome.  She spoke of the sin of her na-
ture, and of the sin that entered into every
spring and motive of conduct. _She loath-
cd herself on account of it, and desired 1o
depart that she might be delivered from its
power, and he with Christ.  ¥oratime anx-
ious, on account of indwelling corruption,
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and the want of evidence of sanctification
ther views of the ouly graund of o sinner's
weceptance heing for i season ohseaved ), she
at length ook retwgre, wned found peace. in
the atoning blood and perfeet vichteousness
of Chirist iier Redeemer.

‘These views of the grounds of a sinner's
acceptanee were not new <o her, hat had
heen longx ago adopted by her in the view
of cternity. I desire to commend my soul
to Gold.” she wrote, “ hoping for his merey
through the merits of onr Lord and Saviour
Jesns Christ. - § know that my  redeemer
hvcth” was the <aflicient conzelation of
teous Joh, under nultiplied temnoral
saferings,  Blessed be Godoa brighter bt
and surer word of promise now irrudiates
tie darhne ss and saiferine of the death-hed
and the grave, The fountain iz open o all
who ivel and loathe their load of pollution.
The glorious robe of a Redeemer's righte-
s prepared for all who mourn un-
1 sense of their untitness to appear be-
fore the God wlo hateth iniquity, i the il
thy rags of their own vightenasaess. 1 de-
~ire to rest on these promises. trusting that
v innumnerable transgressions are laid on
Onemighty to save.”

An experimental conviction of these
traths was manifested on her deathbed, and
nitimately  Leesae the stay of her sonl. as
appears from what is related by« friend who
visited her repeatedly :—+ When 1 first saw
her in her sickroom. T found her much cast
down on acconnt of the darkness that had
sverspread her sonl. She said one day, she
bad not a shadew of an assured hope.—
When the {ulness and freeness of the offer-
ed salvation was poinied to—the open foun-
tain opened for sin and uncleanness, sup-
piving oll our need. whether that was par-
don and xeceptance with God, or whether
it was the cleansihe influences of the oiy
Spirit. as shown forth in the oad and water,
Ler general reply was, ‘I know all that;
have we not been hearing these doctrines
“aithfully preached from Sabliath te Sabbath
theee many years. 1 believe Him to be all
that he is said to he—a  complfe Saviour;
but what interest have I in Him; what as-
surance that he is my Savious ¢ On some-
thing further heing mentioned, she said,
* Do not argue, I cannotbear it; God alone
can do this work of faith in my soul—none
else. T now see what T have been engaged
in. which others thought so much of, were
il sin—self-pleasing, self-sceking—nat seck-
g the «lory ¢f God, and what is not done
for his slory, God canaot accept—impossible,
he cannot—no, I am o miserable sinner” It
was hiere suggested, that when the Spirit
shines into the soul, all helievers see them-
selves to be ntterly vile, but we must come
to Jesus just as we are, that is what he in-
vites us to do. “T'wo verses of Miss Elliot’s
hiymn were repeated to her— ‘

Just as T am—without a ples,
Rut that thy blood was shed for me,
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And that thon bidd’st me come to thee .
O Lamb of God, 1 vome, &e.
When 1 next saw her, I found that the
hymn (the whole of whizh had then been
read to her), together with parts of the
Ward of Gad. had been blessed to her heat
with the Spirit's comforting power.  Sho
said to me. *1sce I was trying 10 bring
something of my own to Ged, and I could
find nothing, aud so. I have come now te
the Saviour on this shmple ground: God
holds forth Jesus Christ, his Son. God in
onr nature. as an all-<utficient Saviour—he
is able to save me, and God commands me
te bhelieve in him and receive him; and 1
think 1 cannot be wrong in doing so. that is,
obeying aml trusting in him. and resting
simply on hi< merey. 1have no other ground
of hope. but I fiad rest here.” Inall the sub-
sequent visits she was full of leve and praise
~her heart and eves overflowing at the
thought of her Saviour's love to her. The
last time I saw her (the day before her
death), I thought her much changed in ap-
pearance, but ealm aud compozed, and quite
clearin mind.  On leaving her, she =said,
* Tell every one to pray for me, a poor sin-
ner, and there is Ouc who will not forget to
intercede for me—the Advucate within the
veil—he will not forzet—1I think he will not
foreet me.” I said, Ol ! no—he cannot for-
wet, for his people’s names are written on
hi< heart as they were of old on the breast-
plate of the high pricst. ¢ Ave, that is it
she added. I, in common with many others,
loved her much; her clear and powerful in-
telleet, her wit, her kindliness, and the lively
interest she took in my dear boys, and all
cther young persons in her cirele. were very
ittashi:lg quaiities, and drew many hearts to

her.

To others she said, “ If I am saved at all,
it must be by the atoneinent of Christ, and
his rizhteousness. and that a free gift"—
—% The robe of Christ's rightcousness is
cnough for me.” On the passage from
1 Peter {ch. i. verse 12), * Whicl: things the
angels desire to look inte,’ she remarked
emphatically, “ And no wonder.” Under a
painful attack of illness, her words were,
= It is all right—it is just a part of the rod
~—it is just as it should he”

Trom the commencement of her illness,
she expressed & desire to depart, and. while
resizned to the will of God, requested that
no prayer be made for the prolongation of
life. Mer conflict with the last cnemy was
neither long nor severe—and _grace was gi-
ven aocording to her need.  Therc was no
eloom on the deathbed—it was rather a
spectacle of hope and humble confidence.

She died at Edinburgh. on the 15th
November 1850, in the 73rd year of her
8gC,
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