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We publish in the present numbir a
farther instalment of the Annual Reports
of our County and District Societies.
These form the true index of Agricultu-
ral progress throughout the Province, aud
no one who has the welfare of the Prov-
dnce warmly st heart cau regaid them
otherwise than with deep in‘erest. From
the County of Shelburue, the new Clyde
River Sociely comes forward with its
first Annual Report, sunouncing its suc-
cessful establishmeut as oue of the pei-
manent iustitutions of the place. Im-
proved implemcuts, seed sowers, cultiva-
tors, gawrden and ficld seeds, aud iinproved
stock have been intiodaced. A County
Exhibition is in progiess, and more ex-
tensive importativns of cattle, sheep and
pigs are looked furward to. The Eurly
Rose potato hias shown its sapcrivrity
ovei the ordinary sorts, yielding a large
crop of sound tubers where the other
Kinds fuiled ; Nornay oats are fasourably
mentioned ; bat the Russian wheat proved
& falure. Let us here remark that in

I Hants the Russian has greatly improved | River Society in Vietorin County, Cape
during the sccond season, aud there- | Breton, is now twenty-six years old, ana
fore ought uot to be ut wnce discard- ; reports that the utmost harmony and cor-
ed. Tt is propused to couvert some of | diality still subsists; instead of the bone

| the wastes of Slelbarne tuto cranberry i aud mu-cle of its members being worn
swamps, to introduce apples more exten- | out by manual labour, the use of horse

s sively in brohen land, and to enver the | puwer and labour-saving implements has

maintained their curporeal vigour, and

given them time to atten. the Society’s
meetings and oppurtunity for farther ef-
forts in the way of improvement. This
season two mowing machines have been
purchased in addition to one previously
iz effective operation. The Alder. ;
Bull aud Leicester Rams have greatly
improved the stock, and the quantity as
well as quality of wool, which is now at
least double of thar previously produced
from the same number of sheep. The
not to be despiscd. The Fyfe wheat | pigs have heen wouderfully improved by
produced the besi wheat crop seen along | the mingling of Berkshire blood, aud now
the shore fur several yeare.  The Society | yield donble the quantity of pork at a far

i owns two Leicester Rams and two White | less cost of feeding. This season the
Chester Boars, iu addition to animals | Society has added to its stock a Chester
that have been sold to memliers and are | Boar and & Boar and Sow of. the York.

’still kept in the district.—The Middle ! shire breed, uf those imported by the

ruchs with timber trees.—"Tlic Amherst
Society held an Exbibition on 22ud Oe-
tober, the want of zoul horses. sher pand
pigs is deplored, aund it is proposed to
take measuies for supplying the deficiency.
The Feuwick Suciety of Noel wnd Mait-
land distributed fuity -five bushels of Fyfe
| wheat among its members s alsv 2 quau-

tity of Dlack Sea wheat, @ lundred
' poutds of Alsyke cluver seed; likewise

sixty pounds weight of Nuiway oats,

which yielled seventy Lushe's, @ resalt




602

@The Journal of Agrieulture fov Pobu Seotim,

Board from old Canada.
not succeed in the Middle River valley,
but oats, barley and potatoss have all
done remarkably well.—The Union So-
ciety of East Cornwallis is also an old
Society. That itisa live one, will be
obvious when we mention that the mem-
bers have increased in numbers to eighty-
vine, and that during the season the
short-horn bull Lobo Lad was purchased
from the Newport Society for $100, and
Bell Duke of Markham from ‘he Board
of Agriculture for $305. A . Scciety
previously owned two other bulls, Sir
William and the Yeoman, and has con-
stantly kept several good thorough-bred
bulls, it is uot surprising that young stock
of a very superior description is growing
up in the district and arresting the atten-
tion of neighbouring farmers. The Fyfe
wheat and Norway oate succeeded well.
The Early Rose potato, it is thought, will
prove worthy of cultivation, as also the
Garnet Chili, Fruit was much damaged
by the wind in September; from one-
fourth to one-third of the entire crop was
lost. The Society raised during the year
$425.50, exclusive of grant and earn-
ings of animals, and expended a larger
sum. From an iuteresting conversa-
tion had with the President, Leander
Rand, Esq., we learn that potato novel-
ties are exciting some attention, and, as
the potato is aleading crop in Cornwallis,
the Society will probably come to an
early determination as to what course
should be pursued with refevence to the
new varieties. This result, if made known,
would be a safe guide to the rest of the
Province. The Windsor Society held a
Fairaud Cattle Showon the 11th Qct., the
attendance at which was better than for
the seven previous years. A pair of
working grade Durhams raised by Mr.
John MoHeffey, weighed at six years old,
the one 2I40 pounds, the other 2135
pounds. The young stock of two years
old and under was very good, affording
evidence of the benefits of recent impor-
tations, There were some fine pigs;
grain was of excellent quality ; and the
Foqjs shown were equal to any that had
eyer hepn produoed in the Province.
*In defiance of Jang winters and short
seasans, well direoted indystry oau abtain
satisfictory returns from the sgil of our
Province,” The Sooiety purchased gt
the Richmond sale, the young short:hary

Wheat does’

bull Orion for $160.—The Yarmouth
Township Society reports that the pur-
chase of a full blood Ayrshire bull for
$80, absorbed all their funds ;. {hey have
likewise a thorough-bred Alderney bull
worth $100.

During the last few years we have
anxiously advocated the diffusion of agri-
cultoral literature among our farmers.
The article is'abundant and cheap, and
will give good satisfaction wherever, it is
put to proper use. We kunow that the
American Agriculturist is now -exten-
sively read, and that mauy Societies cir-
culate among their members the Canada
Farmer. For our Province, these form

.the eream of periodical agricultural Jiteras

ture. Some read the Stock Journal, some
the Maine Farmer, some the Colonial
Farmer of Frederictou, some the Garden-
ers’ Chronicle and Agricultural Gazette
of England, some the Horticulturist of
New York, some the Gardeners’ Monthly
of Philadelphia,—and all profit by thbir
reading. There are a good many who do
not read anything at all, and they do not
profit by it. Whenever we meet a farmer
or.have occasion to write to one ona
subject that suggests the enquiry, we in-
variably ask directly or indirectly, what
agricultural paper do you read? and if
we find he reads no paper at all, then we
begin to donbt whether it is worth while
to debate with him questions of science or
practice or agricultural progress. Now
in all our efforts to foster agricunltural
reading during past years, we have not
ventured to put forward our own little
Journal as entitled to much patronage.
Ttis not & commercial speculation like
those we have named, there is no cost
incurred in conuection with it beyond the

bare expense of printing, and it does not
enter the ranks as a competitor in agri-
cultural education. Its sole object is to
form a medium of communication between
the Central Board of Agriculture and the
Agricultural  Societies throughout the
Province. The information that finds its
way into our columns has therefore a
special intercst for our farmers, and to
them alone, and not to the geneinl public
of other Provinces or States, does our
Journal appeal. In view of the facts we
have mentioned, it might be supposed
that every Agricultural Society in the
Province would naturally place the Agri-
cultural Journat into the hands of every
member. Our subscription list shows
that this practice is not universal.

On another page we publish & List of

the Grants-in-aid made by the Board of
Agriculture to the County and District
Societies throughout the Province, for
the past year. It will be observed that
there is a decided increase over last year
in the number of Societies, number of
members, and amount of subscriptions.

‘The success of Wheat Culture has in-
duced several Societies to apply to the
Board for supplies of Seed Wheat, We
fear that the Board will not be in 4 posi-
tion to make purchases of wheat this sea-
son, and would therefore suggest to Socie-
ties requiring supplies to endeavour'to
make iraportations for themselves.—
‘Through the importations made. by the
Board of late years, the kinds best, suited
" to the Province have become well known,
and the markets also where they can be
 obtained on the most fayorable terms.

Discussion’ Clubs are being formed by
some of our Societies. We hope they
will adopt the Inglish practice of intro-
ducing their discussions by s carefully
prepared paper. Last month we gave a
Report of one of the English Clubs on
Pigs, and this month give another on the
Cart Horse, which is worthy of perusal.
By having a carefully prepared digest of
the arguments on a subject read to the
members at the opening of the meeting,
attention is specially called to the various
points, and the discussion is mare apt to
be exhaustive and fraitful than if left to
the uccidents of the evening.

In last month’s number we promised
to note a few of the novelties offered by
Seedsmen for the present season. Un-
doubtedly the most remarkable of these
is # Solly Qua” But who? or what? is
Solly Qua. The waiter at table when
asked, respecting a melon, whether it was
a fruit or a vegetable, meekly replied: it
is neither, sir, it is a work of art. So we
suspectis Solly Qua. It comes Jike many
other wonderful things. from China, aud
was seen for the first time in Europe on
the 8th of June last, when, we are tolg,
it created quite n sensation at the Royal
Ilorticultural Society’s meeting in Lon-
don. It is remarkable alike for its im-
mense froit, its large dark-green glossy
leaves, and the beauty of its flowers. Tt
resembles a cucumber, but the fraicis 5
or 6 feet Jong, and 12 or 16 inches in
circumfereuce. It is a regolar crop and
a regular article of food in China, being
boiled with rice ; but we are ussured that
it is much enjoyed by Europeuns, served
up in various ways, being always vsed in
the green state. ‘Lhe seeds of Solly Qua
are only two dollars each.—Of the new
varieties of Tomato—their name is legion ;
but we single out one that shows its head
above all the vest, viz., the “‘Lrophy.”
Peter Ienderson, one of the most, if not
the most, experienced snarket gardener
in America, says that it is not earlier but
as early as the two earliest kinds grown,
the “ New York Market” and “ Rising
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San {” ut it exceeds hoth of these kinds
in size, smoothness, beauty of colouving,
solidity and flavour. "The same good opi-
nion has been formed of it all over Ame-
rica, wherever it has been grown during
the past season.—The Giant Rocca Onion
is a mammoth onion of fabulous size.—-
Conover's Colossal A<paragus is gene-
rally acknowledged to be a decided im-
provement upon the sorts hitherto culti-
vated. We have a small bed of seedlings
of last year, and can vouch for its vigorous
growth; it is said, however, to be very
tender, productive. and of excellent qua-
lity, besides coming earlier into bearing
thun the common sorts.—The Egyptian
Tarnip-rooted Beet is said to excel all
others in depth of colour, quality and
pretiiness for the table, and it its colour
be only half as bright as shown in the
picture in Henderson & Fleming’s Cata-
logue, it will prove a valuable aequisition.
Ot Potatoes, a large number of new kinds
have been sent out. The Early Rose is
no longer a novelty ; but some of those
that came out a year or two before the
Rosz are less known. ‘The Garnet Chili
we have found an excellent potato for
general culture ; in wet lands there can
be nothing safer than Goodrich’s Pink
Xye Rustycoat. Climax and Prolific,
both seedlings of Mr. Bresee, who raised
the Barly Rose, are most beautiful pota-
toes and abuvdant croppers, but the
Climax is late and much inclined to rot.
Along with these sorts we received Jast
year from Mr. Saunders a sample of
Worcester or Reilley, which will proba-
bly prove a valuable potato. It is red
and very like Garnet Chili in size, shape
and colour, but quite different in taste,
and even fess linble to rot. We may
mention as a stgnificant fact, that ina cel-
lar eontaining about twenty of the newer
varieties, the rats smgle vut the Jackson
Whites for their portion. Peerless is the
latest novelty. The Massachusetts Hor-
ticultural Society has pronounced it bet-
ter in quality than the Early Rose; it is
said to be a seedling from the Garnct
Chili, aud to have originated from the
sawme seed ball as the Early Rose. Gre-
gory, however, speaks of Bresee’s King
of the Earlies as uusurpassed in colour or
form by any variety he has ever grown,
but it is notequal in quality tv some
other sorts. Oue of the best putatoes, as
regards quality, that has ever been
brought to Nova Scoiia, is one of the
Goodrich Seedlings imported by the
Board some years ago, the Guodrich
Calico. It is not so productive as many
cthers, but of excellent flavor, free from
disense, of good size, clean skinned and
showy as a market sort, being white with
large deep red blotches. Suiton’s red
skinved Flour Ball is an English sort of
the same shape as the Goudrich Calico,
but very different otherwise. ‘The Flour
.Ball is said to be the favourite this season

in London dining vooms. "The Calico
Ball is a flower of another colour. Our
farmers frequently cxpress a wish to try
new things, but in some parts of the coun-
try we know that they think the prices
charged for them are exorbitant and a
sufficient excuse for going without. It
will therefore be useful if we cite the or-
dinary prices at which seed potatoes are
being sold this spring throughout the
United States, in huudreds of thousands
of bushels. Bresee’s King of larlies,
$12 per barrel ; Bresee's Peerless, §7 50
Burly Rose, 87 ; Excelsior, 85 ; Willard’s
Seedling. $3 ; Granite State, $5-50 ; New
Hampshive Scedling, S7; Thompson’s
Seedling, 87; Coucord Scedling, S7;
Early Mohawk, 38 ; Early Goudrich, $4;
Iarly Sebee, St. In England the prices
are much higher, Early Rose, twenty-
cight shillings sterling per bu-hel ; Early
Goodrich, five shiliings per peck, &c.
The fact is that the prices usually offered
for seed potatoes and seed grain in Nova
Scotia do not pay for the lubour requisite

to produce a perfectly pure and healthy,

sample, and this is one reason why we
have hitherto been so dependent upon
importations. A farmer will grudge to
give his neighbour two dollars for a
Dushel of seed potatoes, and will with less
reluctance give twice that amount to an
American pedlar for an inferior article.
Let us hope that all this is in a fair way
of being changed, through the operation
of our Agricultural Sucieties,—aud that
those who are willing to expend their
time and means in experimental culture
and careful raising of crops for seed pur-

poses will meet with some reasonable kind

of recompeuse fur their labours from those
who seek to benefit by them.

A xew Agricultural Society is being
formed in the County of Halifax. Tt is
intended to cmbrace uot only the Ilalifax
Peninsula aud the Western part of the
County occuvied by the former Western
Halifax  Society, but likewise all those
outlying distriets of Halifux County where
there already exist no efficient Agricul-
tural Societies.  Persons desirous of co-
operating in this new organization are re-
quested to put themselves in communica-
tion with any of the following gentlemen
who are meantime promoting the move-
ment until ¢ Committee can ve formed :
Colunel Laurie, Juseph J. Northup, Isq.,
Henry Yeomavs, Isq., Halifax : Geo. L1
Madill, Esq., Milford ; Dr. Lawsoun.

Garpex AxD Frower Seebs.—One
of the most extensive and well known
seed growers iu the country is Mr. James
J. H. Gregory, of Marblehead, Mass.,
who is also the originator of some of the
choicest vegetables with which our tables
are supplied. Al seeds supplied by him
are warranted fresh, and true to name.
See advertisement of his New Catalogue,
(sent free), in this number.

LIST OF GRANLS TO AGRICUL-
TURAL SOCIETIES FOR 1870, |,
f
ANNAPOLIS COUNTY. o
Bridgetown Agvicultural Society,  $60.00
Bastern Annapolis do. do., 59.00
Annapolis do. do., 61.00
Paradise do. do., , 8090
—rrye
£210.00

ANTIGONISHE COUNTY.
Morristown Agricultural Suciety,  $102.00
CAPE BRETON COUNTY. o
Boularderie Agneultural Society, $128.uv
Sydney do. do., 82.00
—L
5210.00

COLCHESTER COUNTY.
Shubenacadie Agricultural Society, $81.00

Sterling do. - do, 33.00
Onslow do. do., 99.00
Tuatamagouche do. do., 36.00
Lower Stewiacke do. do., 41.00

$240.00

CUMBERLAND COUNTY.

Ambherst Agricultural Suciety, $38.00
Parrsborough do. do., 88,90
Wallace do. do., 790D
Minudie & Barrowsfield do., 85.0p

8240.00

DIGBY COUNTY.
Digby Central Agricultural Sociaty, $78.C0 .
do.

Union Ao, 58.00
Clare do. do., 48.00
Weymouth do. do., 61.0p

| $240.00

GUYSBOROUGH COUNTY.

Milford Haven Agricultural Society, $106.00
HALIFAX COUNTY.

Lower Musquodoboit Agri. Society, $83.00

TUpper Musquodobuit do. do., 73.00
Dartmouth do. do., 84.00
HANTS COUNTY. $240.00

Noel & Maitland Agricultaral Soc’y. $78.00
Windsor do. do., 113.00
Hardwoodland or Nine Mile River

Agrieultural Society, 54.00

$240.00

INVERNESS COUNTY.
Mabou and Port Hood -Agri. Society, £80.00
KINGS COUNTY.

Union Society of East Cornwallis, $67.00
Aylesford Agricultural Society, $8.00
Kings County  do. do., 33.00
Cornwallis Central do.  do,, 82,00
West Cornwallis  do.  do,, 70.00

$240Q.00

LUNENBURG COUNTY.
Mahone Bay Agricultural Sagiety, $102.00
PICTOU COUNTY. )

Pictou Agricultural Society, $54.00
River Jobp  do. do., 10.00
New Gairloch do.  do,, . §0.00
Maxwelton  do. do., 80.00
Egerton do.  do., of Fishpools; "
ast River, - 28.00
Merigomish  do.  do,, 28.00
$240.00
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SHELBURNE COUNTY.

Clyde River Agricultural Society,  $78.00

est Passage  do. do., 79.00
Barrrington do. do., 83.00
$240.00

YICTORIA COUNTY.

St. Ann's South Agricultural Society, $86.00
Middle River do do., 148.00

$234.00
YARMOUTH COUNTY.

Pubnico Agricultural Society of Ar-

gyle Township, . $20.00
Yarmouth Township Agri. Society,  $1.00
Yarmouth County  do.  do.,,  189.00
$240.00

Total number of Societies, 49
“ “  of Members, 2,752

“ amount of Subscriptions, £8,046.00
w “  of Grants-in-aid, 8,372.00

AN AGRICULTURAIL LECTURE.

[The following Lecture was delivered
by Professor Lawson several years ago
in the Crystal Paluce, Kingston, Ont., on
occasion of an Agricultural Exhibition.]

I have uo special claim on your at-
tention, no intimate acquaintance with
your art, ne personal experience of the
capabilities of your soil; but I cheerful-
ly comply with the request that has been
made, for, although I have wuothing
special to communicate, I feel that it is
the duty of every one to aid, to the ex-
tent of his power, however humble that
may be, to forward the important objects
of such an Institntion as this. One
great use of Exhibitions is to bring
science and practice more closely to-
gether ; and in proceeding to dicharge
the duty that has been assigned to me,
T do not know that I can (in the present
stage of Canadian farming) occupy your
attention more profitably than by briefly
pointing out some of the results of science
which bear upon rural improvement.

In the admirable address delivered by
Mr. Ferguson at the late annual mecting
of the Provincial Association at Toronto,
we wero told of the gizantic strides which
this conatry had made within the memory
of the present generatiou; how the old
fashioned one-handled ptough with wood-
en mould boards, and other implements
equally rude, which were in common use,
have vanished away before the improve-
ments of our own tima; and how, in all
that velates to mechanical appliauces,
Canada is following closely at the beels
of the most advanced nations ot Europe.
And especially pleasing is it to observe
at these Exhibitions that the workehops
of Canada are not werely striving to
emulate the manufactares of Eyrope, but
seek rather to provide our farmers here
with implements aud machinery better
adapted than English models for Cana-
dian work  In like manner, how mar-

}

vellous the improvements that have been
accomplished in our means of transit,

both by land and water, over the slow, |

expensive, and insecure methods which
alone were available not long ago.  And
when, in addition to all these benefits, the
farmer has all the results of modern
science placed before him to guide his
hand, and foster n spirit of improvement,
—is it not reasonable to expect that he
shall uot lag in the race, but shall make
efforts greater than any that have yet been
mnade tu raise his art to the common plat-
form of modern progress?

The genuine interest displayed in the
promotion of agriculture in this Province,
shows that the farmers are not {ndisposed
to respond to the call that has been made
upon them. When I see before me an
assembly of Canadian farmers, and think
of the past history of this great country,
in which they have been playing so im-
portant a part; when I think of the
results that have already been achieved,
of the wide forests that have melted
away before the strong arm of the wood-
man, like the morning mists before the
rising sun ; of the broad expanse of pas-
tnrelands and corntields that are now
spread before us, at once an earnest of
the dominion of man and of the success
of his labors ; when I think of the noble
institutions that we meet with on all
hands in Canada, evidences of the rapid
strides she is making in the march of
civilization ; when I think of these, and
of triumphs of labor and thought such as
these, which on Canadian soil meet uson
every side, a bright vision of progress and
prosperity for the future rises before me.
The noble forests that had for countless
ages grown in all the wildness of nature
presented a bold frout, sufficient iudeed
to stem the tide of ordinary civilization.
Like a stropg enemy they would have
scorned a puny hand. They called for
great energy and perseverance. Great
energy and perseverence were brought to
bear upon them, aud they began to fall;
soon the sombre forest was lighted up by
the tin-covered cupolas an:d church spires,
which, glistening in the sunshine, shed
their radience arouund, indicating from
afar the villages and cities which were to
form the centres of future civilization.
The same spirit of activity and deter-
mipation which has made so gloriovs a
victory in the past, is now actively at
work among you—the Exhibition this
day is one of the many evidences of it—
and herein do we see the clements of
Capada’s future greatness. Where so
much good work bas already been doue,
we may reasonably hope that much good
work will still be done. The hand that
cleared away the forest has not lost its
cunning. In this Society you have an
important instrument for good. It is to
Socicties like this that Agricnlture owes
its advancement in Europe. The Royal

! Agricultural Society of England and the
Highland Society of Scotlund have for
many years kept before agriculturists the
importance of improvement and the
means by which it was to be accomdlish-
ed ; they have directed the researches of
scientific wen on the one hand, and the
; experimental practices of the farmer on
~the other; aud pow we have in many
; parts of Brituin an amount of success in

farming which its inost sanguine promot-
i ers could not have anticipated.  But these
; leading Socicties have not dove all the
guod work. Valuable results have from
time to time been obtained by farmers,
and proprietors, and chemists, working
apart and in seclusion. But it is to the
County Societies in the old country—to
Socicties such as this, limited in their
operations to a certain district—that we
are to attribute much, very much, of the
good that hus been done, and of the
genuine interest that has been awakened
in improved cultivation. ‘The discussion
at some of these County Socicties no
doubt reach you through the press; but
many more are actively at work,unknown
bayond their own circle, surely and van-
ostentatiously evolving good fruits, year
by year solving more and more fully the
problem of increased production, of grow-
ing two blades of grass where only one
grew before, a problem which acquires a
new phase through every uew discovery.

This Society bas a noble work before
it, and I trust that it will meet with that
support which it deserves—the support
of farmers and proprietors and amateur
agriculturists on the one hand, and of the
general public on the other. The culti-
vation of the soil is not a subject which
affects only that ciass of persous who are
actually engaged in its operations. On
the contrary it forms the stratum of civi-
lization ; more extensive than all others,
it is the one upon which they all depend,
the one upon which all onr institutions
are built up: it is the originator and the
supporter of all the other arts of peace :

« The profit of the Earth is for all;
the King himself is served by the field.”

In all time, the farmer has been hon-
ored above all men, and the cultivation
of the soil is held in all civilized nations
to be the most honorable employment of
men. Even the imperious senators and
warriors of ancient Rome, amid all the
the excitement and glory of successful
war, sought, in the culture of their lands,
relaxation from the dangers of the battle
field, ov the cares of the state; and ac-
cording to u writer of that age, “the
Earth delighted to be ploughed with a
share adorned by laurels, and by a ploagh-
man who had been honored with a tri-
umph.”  Aund in our own day, the glory
of our arms has not dimiuished the lustre
of the ploughshare.

In England our noblemen and our
! merchant princes are now exchanging the
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turf for the cornfield, which they find as
pleasant and as profitable.

‘The good resuits brought about iy
this Society are visible in the improve-
ments which we see around us on the
farms of the district over which its influ-
ence extends; and their products are
brought before you this day in forms
which evidence more fully the good that
has been accomplished. Let it then go
ou and prosper in its good work, let it
be widely known that the Society expects
every member to do his duty, and let
overy member, and every one connected
with this Society, rejoice that he has it
in his power to do something for the
common good. And having done our
part, let us seek the Divire blessing on
our Iabors, let us remember that, in
material as in spiritual things, while
Paul may plaut and Apollos may water,
it is God that giveth the increase.

What is the annual course of opera-
tions ona farm ? In spring time the
farmer ploughs his land, drops his seed,
covers it up, and forthwith the young
crop arises ; day by day it increases in
stature, and in autumn it realizes his just
hopes by a golden harvest. Here is a
mystery that may well arrest our atten-
.tion. The seed grain, with its germ of
life, has grown up into a living being,
and it yields seed after its kind. Let us
see how its growth is accomplished.

‘The first statement I wish to make is
that plauts are living beings like our-
s2ives. I might illustrate this by point-
ing, as the physiologists of olden times
did, to some remarkable instances of irri-
tability and movements exhibited by cer-
tain plants, such as the moving plant of
India, the seusitive plant, and many
others. Butl do not found my state-
ment that plants are living beings upon
the evidence afforded by such exceptional
examples as these. We have far more
satisfactory evidence in the minute struc-
ture of these plants, which, in its esset.tial
character, closely resembles that of ani-
mal bodies.

{Here the minute structure aud cellu-
lar development of platts, and the chemi-
cal changes that take place in their tissues,
were explained.]

Now, what are the sources of the
plaut’s food which enable it to perform
the phenomena of growth? which en-
able it to inc' . e in size, and furnish
food for man aud beast. We find that
all the elements of which the plant
is composed are found in the inorganic
world. It thetefore creates nothing.
When we partially burn a plant (or a
piece of wood) we drive off water and
other volatile matter and leave a black
mass of charcoal, or carboi; if this car-
bon is burned in the air it disappears,
leaving the ash behind, which does rot
volatilise. ~This is mineral inorganic
matter, which, along with water, has

beeu derived entirely from the soil; the
carbon is derived from the atmosphere
which the plans breathes.

[Here absorption and the mode of
feeding in the plant were explained, and
the stomata were described by which it
takes in the carbonic acid of the at-
mosphere from the carbon of which its
tissues ave in great part built up.]

We see then that plants are endowed
with life, and exercise all the functions
belonging to orgavized beings. Like
animals they feed and breathe, and in our
cultivation of them we must see that
their wants are ministered to. But all
plants are not alike in their choice of
conditions of growth : some grow in the
sea: some grow in hot wator; some
grow in cold fresh water ; some grow on
snow ; some grow in wet soil ; some grow
in dry ground ; some grow in arid sands;
some grow on decaying matter; some grow
on other plants, as parasites. All this
teaches us that we must imitate the con-
ditions necessary for the plant we culti-
vate. The atmosphere, which forms one
source of the food of plants, is, to a great
extent, beyond man’s control, but not so
the soil. Itis in many respects capable
of improvement,

[Iere the chemical characters of soils
were referred to in detail, and also their
mechanical conditions.]

One of the most frequent difficuities
with which the farmer has to deal is 2
superabundance of moisture. There are
various ways of remedying this, but a
few general principles are applicable to
all.

In regard to ordinary drainage there
are many points that can only he con-
sidered fully on the spot. Much discus-
sion has taken place as to the direction,
and especiully the depth, of drains. It
seems to be well established that on light
goil> drains act mure effectively the deep-
er they are placed ; but it is uecessarily
very differeit un clays where tie water
cannot  percolate.  In such soils, while
the actual depth must depend upon the
depth of available soil. and other circum-
stances, it must never be carried too far,
otherwise the clay will resist the passage
of the water, and thus the drains will ve-
main useless.

It is also a question of frequent dis-
cussion in England: what is the proper
distance apart for drains? Aund here it
is necessary to take into account the dif-
ferences in regard to capillary attraction
of soils, or that power by which they are
cuabled to suck up water from below.

[Here the effects of different modes of
drainage were explained by diagrams.]

Io a comparatively short time drain-
ing has completely changed the aspect of
extensive tracts of country in Britain,
converting the cold morass iuto fertile
fields and greatly increasing the annual
produce, even on soil which was before

bearing crops sufficient to satisfy the
most exacting expectations. One reason,
I believe, why so little has been done in
the way of draining in this country is that
drain-tiles are expensive, and not readily
attainable. The same objection existed
in Britain not very many yaars ago; but
the demand for the article soon led to its
increased production, and now our far-
mers in most parts of Scotland and Eng-
land have no difficulty in obtaining drain-
age materials. There is no good reason
why the same thing should not result
here. There are ample deposits of clay
in many parts of Canada well adapted
for brick and tile-work. There are de-
posits in the immediate neighborhood of
Kingston which may no doubt be work-
ed to advantage, and which, in the nature
of things, canuot possibly lie idle after a
permanent demand for drain tiles is es-
tablished.

By growing in rich soil and supplying
all the conditions uecessary for luxuriant
growth, many plants which ir their wild
state are unfit for any useful purpose,
have been rendered suhservient to the
wants of man.

[Here the origin of many of our cnlti-
vated crops, such as wheat, turnips, cab-
bage, &c., was explained.)

When we think of such improvements
in the common plants we rear, it affords
much encouragement to those who would
direct their efforts in this direction, with
a view to the raising of new varieties.
And here I would observe that much re-
mains to be done in this way in Canada.
We Scotchmen, nnd Faglishmen and
Irishmen, are prove to imitate the Brit-
ish institutions and British practices.
Mauny of these have been introduced and
have proved of great value, but some
have been found unsaitable to the condi-
tions of Canadu. )

In the choice of varieties for the lead-
ing crops in the kinds of wheat, and of
barley, aud of oats, and of turnips, the
Canadian farmer bas hitherto depended
chiefly upon varieties obtained from
Britain. But the climatal conditions of
Britain are so different from those of
Canada, that it is impossible to believe
that the varieties best adapted to the
former ave likely to he the most useful to
the latter.

The raising of new varieties better
suited to the climate than those now in ex-
istance, is sure]y & matter of no amall
importance to Cavadian agriculture, and
I earnestly trast that it may receive the
attention which it so well descrves. It
is a slow process, however, and the far-
mer who undertakes it, must

‘*Learn to lsbor and to wait.”

But I may nalurally put the guection,
Have yon already asoertained with any
degree of accuracy that old varieties of
wheat and of barley, of oats and of po-

tatoes, of turnips aud of other forage and
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pakture plants, are adapted to the cir-
cunsstances of Canada?  No doubt much
useful information has been clicited, It
is impossible for so many active farmers
to' have lived in Canada. stirring the soil
from year to year, and watching the
growth of the crops, without acquiring
much experience on this point. Still,
whén 1-think of the many varicties known
inElirope adapted to every kind of soil
andl situation, it is impossible to believe
thus there is not still room for well direct-
¢l oxperimental inquiry on this subject
in Canada, *

Tt'is now well known that the choice
of suitable varieties is even more impor-
tant than the choice of good soil, or the
application of manure: for our scieptific
agriculturists no longer regard the plant
as a inere machine acting a mechanical
part, and guided by certain chemical
changes. It is a far more subtle thing;
jt'is guided in its development by the
l;tws of Jife, which overrule all chemical
action ; thus chemistry is no longer the
solitary guiding star of the scientitic far-
mer. Physiology must go with it, hand
in hand, in all that velates to improved
cultivation,

When fmproved varieties are once ob-
tained, high cultivation is nccessary for
the continuance of thuse properties that
render them valuable.

When cultivated plants are neglected
and allowed to grow in a poor soil, they
soon revert to their wild condition. 1t
therefore requires a continuance of suit-
able conditions to perpetuate those pe-
culiarities which render them useful to
man. Inthe first place, the soil must
contain in sufficient abundance those
elemens. required for uvuilding up the
plant’s structure. - If they are not preseut
natwrally, they wmust be supplied in the
forw of manure, which may be of various
kinds, according to the circumstances of
the case. As Sprengel observes, * a s0il
is often neither too heavy nor too light,
neither too wet nor too dry, neither tvo
cold nor too warm, neither too fine nor
too coarse ; lies neither too high nor too
low, is situated in a propitious climate, is
found to consist of a well proportioned
mixture of clayey and sandy particles,
contains an average quantity of vegetable
matter, -and has the benefit of & warm
aspect and favoring slope;” but although
possessed of all these advautages, it is
yet unproductive, because it wauts some
miveral -constituent required for plant
food.

‘The soil may be naturally unfertile, or,
originally fertile, it may have become
barren through-long cultivaiion. Ina
Jiew country there is a-strong tendency
to.carry off-anpual crops from the lands
without.giving.anything back. We have
seen that. the -plant -caunot create any-
thingy -neither-.can . matter grow iu the

soil 3 if we wish to retain its fertility, we
must replace what we have taken away.

As regards manures of a general na-
ture desigued not so much to supply any
special want of’ a soil whose larrenness
arises from some such idiosyncracy, as
that to which 1 have alluded, but to in-
crease the general fertility of the land—
long experience has shown that vegetuble
and animal matters are by far the most
useful, and generally applicable; and by
themn we are enabled to restore to the
soil precisely those substances that have
been carried oft from it by our farin crops;
for different species have diverse prefer-
ences and capacities in this respect.

Let me urge you therefore to value
such matertals and unet let them van to
waste. It is by means of these that your
soil may be enrviched, your exhausted soil
redeemed, and your annual produce in-
creased.  When you see » bone lying by
the wayside, (and in this part of the
world you cannot go far withouc seeing
one), do not pass it by, do not despise it.
Pick it up and throw it into your cart,
for therein are the eclements by which
your art may make a loaf of bread. Think
of the care with which every grain of
hone dust is gathered up like gold, in
England, think of the crops which it
realizes, of the ampie fortunes which
the very gathering of bonres there have
realized ; and think of the turnip fly,
which bene dust cheats out of its favorite
morsel !

How much of the success of furming
and of all other arts and manufactures
depends upou the saving of materini!
upon iwitating that beautiful law which
chemistry teaches us, thatin nature noth-
ing is lost. In Idinburgh we have a
distillery of great extent, where economy
of heat aud material is wonderfully
carried out. ‘The “dreg,” a-waste pro-
duet, was produced in such quantities that
all the cows in Iidinburgh could not con-
sume it, and there remained an enormous
surplus which had to be discharged into
the water of Leith. This nuisance the
modern Athenians protested again-t as
an outrage on their sweet smelling city.
Something had to be done. Seed cake
had been used by farmers, and it occur-
red to the proprietors that the * dreg,” as
well us oil refuse, might be pressed into
a cake. Machinery was accordingly
fitted up, dreg cauke was prepared. and in
going through the premises a few days
before I left Scotland. I found that the
proprietors were realizing £60 a weelk
for this product, which, although at
first wasted in Idinburgh, is now
sent to the farmers in all parts of Scot-

land, to be returned in the form of fat

cattle and butter and cheese.
With all your improvements and assidu-

ity in cultivation, there is still a cauker-

worm- to give you-care. Even after you

-have’ drained snd ploughed, and subsoil

ploughed and manured, and sowed good
seed, and tended with cave, vet will thieves
break through and steal, in form of wheat
Jlies, which all the Acts of the Legislature,
cannot reform; turnip beetles which,
tiny as they are, scem to eat up wholo
fields of young turnips at a mouthful;
and other pests of the insect werld, with
which you are no doubt all too familiar.
No, not too familiar, for their doings avo
only in part known ; it their habits and
their bistory were better known, we should,
no doubt, be better able to cope with the
evils which they bring. :

But there is also in Canada, I am
gorry to say, as in other parts of the
world, another host in arms interrapting
the peaceful tenor of the farmer’s way.
These are of vegetable origin—the mil-
dews and moulds and blights and rnsts
and smuts, which you all know by ex-
perience, and which are interesting to the
scientific vbserver trom their inscrutable
ways and the masks they so often put on
to elude his pryivg eye;—at one time
adopting oue form of development, and
anou changing the whole tenor of their
ways ; at one time attacking a living plant,
at another time living on decayed matter;
the same species in one form spreading
a film of mould on the contents of a long
cherished pot of preserves, and in another
form playing the alchemist in the cup-
board, and transforming molasses into
the best brown vinegar.  And these, and
such as these, ave they all the enemies
with which the farmer has to contend?
They are suilicient indeed, but Jet us
remember the weeds that are so abum-
dant in many fields, that reap from the
soil so much of its riches, and so fre-
quently smother the growmg crop.

One would imagine that in Canada,
where so much trouble and labor have
been expended in clearing the soil from
its indigenous arboreous vegetation, that
when once cleared it would be kept clean.
But no sooner are the trees hewn down
and the soil turned up, thau the her-
baceous weeds assert their place and
power, and often defy the efforts that are
made to keep them in check. These
efforts must be increased. When you
see u broad patch of crowfoot in your
field, or a bed of thistles in your pasture,
reflect that the ground they occupy is
yielding no return, that it might as well
vot have been cleared at all.. In your
march forward into the woods forget not
that the enemy comes in behind; and
forget not that it is less honourable to
make the conquest of new territory than
it is to hold and defend that which has
been already won.

It is not alone the loss of the soil and
necessarily increased expense of cultiva-
tion that field weeds involve. One thing
is certain, that no better means can be
devised for the encouragement of insects.
Iu regard to the turnip fly, for example,
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it is well known that it feeds only upon
plants belonging to the same natural
order as the turnip, Tu early spring and
summer time weeds belonging to this
order are often abundant and form suit-
able pasturage, where the turnip flies
congregato aud jncrease to an amazing

extent, so that when the young turnip
crop appears they at once migrate to 1ts
more delicate leat and blast the hopes of
the farmer. Just before leaving Scot- |
land this summer a2 remarkable instance
occurred to me, illustrating what I have
said. Two fields in the same districr,
and both of clayey soil, were cropped
with the same hiud of turnips of appar- |
ently the same age. One ticld was iso-
lated Ly corn fields aud potatoes, and I
could not detect in it a siugle fly. The
other field was also isolated, but was in
a perfect swarm. The reason was ex-
plained wnet. there was found in oue cor-
ner of the field an extensive rubbish heap
covered with wild mustard, which had
been growing since the previous uutumn,
and thus had formed & winter’s provision
for the fly.

Aunothier great evil resulting from the
abundance of weeds is this, that their
seeds become mixed with the grain, and
thus we haye a dirty sample. This de-
teriorates from the market value of the
grain. At Toronto I saw a very ingeni-
vus machine designed for the purpose of
cleaning dirty grain of this kind, and I
must say it did its work well; but it
would indicate a far more hopeful appre-
ciation of the value of clean grain if we
were to begin at the beginning, and not
allow the weeds to ripen in our corn
fields at all.

There is one branch of rural economy,
so closely connected with agriculture,
that it may without impropriety be
noticed on an occasion of this kind. We
know that the effect of colonization and
civilization in all parts of the world has
been to denude fertile land of its native
forests. ‘Throughout middle and southern
Europe we only find here and there the
remnants of the original arboreous vege-
tation. * Clearing” is in fact necessary
to permit the industrial operations of
maun.  Bat the clearauce of forests is not
an unmixed good. On the contrary, we
find that a train of evils sometimes fol-
lows it, which all the exertions of man
cannot repair. While there is a want of
precise information as to the physical
effects of the removal of forests, we have
sufficient information to show that such
operations <should no% be carried oat in-
discriminately, and trusted entirely to
private interest, but should be regulated
for the general good, and with a view to
the permanent interests of a country.
Recent researches have shown how in-
Jjurious have been the neglect of needful
precautions in the felling ot timber in

mauy parts of our Indian Empire, and in

reference to the American Continent,
Humboldt tells us that * by felling trees
wlhich cover the tops and sides of moun-
tains. men in every climate prepare at once
two calamitics for future gencrations—the
want of fuel and the scarcity of water.
Plants exhale fluid from their leaves, in
the first place for their own Dbenelfit.
But various mmportant secondary effects
follow from this process. One of these
is maintaining « suitable portion of humi-
dity in the ur.  Not only do they attract
and condense the moisture suspended in
the air and borne by the wind over the
cartl's surface, which, falling from their
leaves, keeps the growmd below moist and

y cold s but they can, by means of their

roots, pump it up trom a very consider-
able depth, aund. raising it into the atmos-
sphere, diffuse it over the face of the
country. Trees, by the transpiration
from their leaves, swrround themselves
with an atmosphere constantly cold and
moist. They also shelter the soil from
the direct action of the sun, and thus pre-
vent evaporation of the water furnished
by rains” ‘Thus do the forests contri-
bute to the copiousness of streams, and
preserve during the hot seuson a certain
amount of moisture in the atmosphere.
But itis uot on such grounds that I
would argue the conscrvation of forests
in Canada. Tet us look to the position
of other countries at the present time
where timber is scaree, and contemplate
the advantages which Canada enjoys at
this moment in its glorious old woods.
the source of half its riches. Let usre-
flect on the means that have gradually
rendered other countries so poor in this
respect, while we are so rich.  And while
we enjoy the riches, let us sce that they
ave secured also for our successors; that
in rendering Canada an agricultural coun-
try, we do not forget to provide for the
permanent maintenance of those vast
supplies of timber which are found so
valuable in all the arts of life, and in
time will be found necessary tor the very
existence of a people so ill provided with
fossil el

In varion: European states, and in
Britaiu, great efforts are Leing made to
improve the management of forests, and
much good has been done. One curious
result bronuht out by the Scottish Ar-
boricultural Socicty is this, and it may
stagger the Canadian farmer, that while
forests have through neglect been ruin-
ous to many proprietors in Britain, still,
when properly cared for by yearly prun-
ing and thinning, they not only repay all
the labor bestowed upon them, but yield,
on good soil, as profitable a return as
wheat or green crops.

Now. I do not expect that we can
secure for many years to come the sams
amount of labor for the rearing of natu-
ral or artificial forests as is now bestow-
ed in many parts of Scotland and Eng-

land ; but I do not see how this branch
of industry should be neglected—how,
for example, our Canadian forests, especi-
ally in the neighborhood of towns,
should not be cared for, so as to se-
cure a full and regular crop of good
timber, instead of the trees being allowed
to grow indiscriminately, forming a
tangled wilderness, where the good trees,
choked by useless undergrowih, scarcely
atford a reward for the labor of felling.
‘There is also to be found in Canada land
not adapted for heavy corn crops, but
admirably adapted for timber, which
would undoubtedly yield a profitable
return if planted with suitable trees.
These suggestions I offer as the first
thoughts of a stranger on looking abroad
upon the country. They may appear
ill-adapted to the wants of the country at
tho present time. It may seem that I

| have formed an erroneous appreciation

of Canada when I recommend the grow-
ing of timber, as well as the growing of
corn. But both are necessary for the
successful development and permanent
success of a country like this, While in
the midst of abundance we are apt to
neglect provision for the future in regard
to a crop like timber which requires
half-a-life time for its development. But
assuredly, if we do not anticipate and
provide, the time will come when many
districts of Canada, like all other civilized
countries, will feel the want; year by
year, as the agricultural resources of Can-
ada are more fully developed, the natural
supplies of timber will decrease. Need
I further allude to the effective means of
decorating our cities, which are so fully
afforded by our native trees. In Kings-
ton a custom prevails to some extent of
lining the streets with trees, to over-
shadow the passer-by. In oriental coun-
tries it is a public duty. In Kingston I
trust the taste will extend. But trees
are not appreciated here as they are
even in Britain. I know that if such
natur:l avenues of gigantic cedars as you
have not far from this city were found
within the length and breadth of Scotland,
they would be all grubbed up by Mec-
Glashen’s transplanters in the course of
a week, and transferred to the pleasure
grounds of Edinburgh Advocates. Why
should we not have some of them in
Kingston, that, in the oriental language
of Emperor Akbar, “their sweet odors
may reach every one, and that from thosze
luxuries a voice may go forth to travel-
lers calling them to rvest in the cities
where their every want will be supplied.”

I have thus thrown out a few hints
that may suggest inquiry or discussion or
contradiction. It will be strange if 1
have talked so long without dropping
some thought that may take root in some
one’s mind. One thing is certain, that
1 have not been sowing on a stony soil ;
and if perchance one seed should grow up
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und bear goodly fruit, I shall know it was !
not «ll chalt.

" . ]
T'hie lecture was illustrated throughout ;

by reference to drawings, &e.

THE CART HORSE.

At the last discusion meeting of the '
Stowmarket Club, this subject was introduced
by Mr. Henry Crosse. The following epito-
me we extract from the London Agricultural
Glazette of 38th January :

I have chosen my own subject, and my
first ideas upon it were instilled into my mind
when very young: tor when I vode a donkey
Leside wy father, who was a great admirer

i
ot the Suffolk breed, and for many years n:

successtul breedet, he used to point out to me
a good one when we met a team, and tell me
the good points and find fault with the bad
ones.  If on the subject of the draught horse
I possess a little extra vanity, porTmps you
may think it the more excasable when I tell
you I have been selected to act as a judge of
agricultural horses 17 times at local shows,
and six tunes at the Royal Agricultural
Society’s meating; and the confidence thus
placed in me has certainly added no little
experience to my early lessons. Next to the
genus homo, or the human being. (for all
climatus) I should place equus, believing the
horse to be the most usetu), most valuable,
and the staunchest triend to the human race
of all animals, The elephant may suit the
jlmgﬁlc, the camel the desert, the reindeee the
Laplander, and the dog the amschatkan ;
but for the rest of the globe it cannot, T think,
be disputed that the horse stands fisst in im-
portance and usefulness.  In the choice of a
traught horse, whether a Suffolk or any
other breed, I state as an opinion that there
are three most especial points which ought to
guidle cither breeder or purchaser—symmetrs ,
qualbity, and action, and these may be defined
by three other words—Dbeauty, endurance,
and pluck.

Symmetry in a howse many will sayisa
matter of fancy or taste, but it ought not to
be so, for it has nothing to do with size or
with substance, but may be nearly the same
in all, froi the pony to the dray horse. Any
horse having four good legs sufliciently strong
to carry lus weight ought to have a shape
which will bear an cquni’ weight or propor-
tion on each leg. Take an animal with a
very heavy forehand and light hindquarters.
Can such an animal possess symmetry ?  Re-
verse the shape, and it is equally out of pro-
portion.  Still I have many tithes found both
these, to my eye, ill-shaped animals, much

raised, and have kuown them work swell.
This only makes good the saying of an old
Suffolk Nimrod, that horses may go well in
all forms, but he liked the handsome ones
best. Now, my definition of symmetry in a
horse is that the nearer you divide his length
in four equal parts of neck, shoulders, back,
and hind-quarters, the nearer an animal ex-
hibits perfection in a side view, and if you
divide his body at the second long rib, each
leg onght to have an equal proportion of its
weigh
ext as to quality. I was told whena
youth, of a veterinary surgeon at the London
Hospital, who, to illustrate quality, had two
inches of bone cut fromn the shank of a blood-
horse and a dray-horse, and the bone of the
race-horse weighed quite as much ag the other,
though not more than two-tbirds of the size.

Now one of the maost estimable qualities of
the Suffolk breed, especially to foreignems
who come to purchase, is that his bone, as
well as his musele, shows plenty of quality;
and it [ see a Suffotk with o geod: elean shank
bone and lat hard back tendons, they goa
lonig way, in my opinion, towards sceuring
both quality and endarance, It is often «aid
that action in a dranght-hosse and in a hack
are of two ditferent kinds; bnt is it not
rather the training from generation to gene-
ration that makes a great proportion of dif-
ference? Now the action of n cart-horse
should develope itself in a fivm quick step, not
too long. as along step requires greater }vvcr-
age to get tln'onng dirt, and more power is
exhausted than by a moderately short one,
and a quick step is a sure sign of good pluck
inany animal. ~ As to the height of a eart-
horse for agrieuhtural purposes,'one more than
164 hands high is too high, and ona less than
15 hands high is too low for general purposes.

To summarise these remarks, let me de-
seribe in ull what I consider perfection in an
agricultural cart-horse :—

A wellshaped head, rather large, along
clean ear, full eye, neck rather long, but not
too much arched, strong withers lying well
forward to catch the collar at the proper
angle for draught, and broad shoulders well
spread mto the Lack, back straight, ribs long
and well rounded, hind legs bent at the hock,
forelegs forward, hind-quarters somewhat
round, but not sufliciently so to make them
lovk shovt s the mane and tail of strong but
not coarse hair, and with a fetlock about two
inches long, broad kncees, long hocks, short
shanks and hard ankles or fetlock joints, and
vound hoofs well opened behind; aud the
nearer you approach this description, the
nearey the horse will be to perfection.

Till the steam-plough takes the place of
those now used, the plongh will always be the
work which will wear out the farmer’s horse
¥ more than any other.  Observe your plough-
horses on a hard headland. and you will see
the horse with very sloping shoulders swerve
from his work, where a horse with moderate-
ly upright shoulders will lay to his work, and
walk straight. [ am aware that in these re-
marks I an touching upen tender ground, for
1 find the fashion of the present day is great-
ly in favour of very sloping shonlders.” My
experience is certainly not in their favour,
and Professor Youatt, in deseribing the fur-
mer’s horse, writes that the shoulders should
not be too much sluped, as workmen often
find fault that a horse jibs when the fault is
wore in the shape of his shoulder than in his
temper, for when he lays to his work the
collar catehes his windpipe, making him
throw up his head and fall back ; and when
a horse is required to start a heavy load, or
take a dead pull, it will be necessary to have
horses that will lay to their work, for it is a
mathematical certainty that a draught liorse
must pull from an angle at the shoulder, and
if that angle is too sloping, the collar will
catch the windpipe, and, if’ too upright, will
press upon the withers. To exemplify the
necessity for a staunch horse, allow me to re-
late an instance 1 saw a few monthssince. A
waggon was stopped at the bottom of the hill
in the parish of Great Finborough, and when
the driver wanted to start his load, three out
of the four horses refused the dead pull, and
had he not had one with a pair of upright
shoulders, he might have stayed some time.
On looking round I saw the three were of a
favourite breed, and very smart animals, and

1 also noticed that all three had on collars
thickest at the top.  This, to me, had a very
ugly appearance. .

A word or two as to breeding.  One point
I have found too much overlooked in breed-
ing, viz.,, hereditary weakness and disease.
My advice is, never breed from an unsound
animal, particularly do not breed from one
unsound about the feet and legs, for 1 have
frequently been able to trace pedigree by
brittle hoofs and Lad ankles or fetlocks, for
several generations, when acting as judge,
and have found too many of our public
favourites so very deficient, that even when
only old enough to put to work their le
looked more than half worn out. To bac
my opinion as to the necessity for attending
to the size of the ankles of a cart-horse. I will

uote my brother, who lived at Onchouso
?'Iall, for 40 years, and who wounld nover
breed by hoise or mare that had small ankles.
He maintained that it might do for a gene-
ration, but would be sure to go wrong if con-
tinued ; «nd T believe those who knew his
horses will agree with me that they were
equal to any in the country, and they were
chiefly bred by himself. He never showed
any, for he said he could not spave his best to
be fatted up for that purpose, and he never
saw one too good for his work —this remark
I heard him make to the late Rev. Copinger
Hill,

Thus far I have confined my remarks to
the Suffolks, but I will now say a few words
about other breeds. For the light lands of
Nortolk they require a faster animal than we
do in our district, and they breed and use
them rather longer on the leg; and many of
the Lincolnshire, or Fen breed, that do not
attain their full size, work as well as those of
Nortolk or Sutfulk, and in point of symmetry
these and the Clydesdales sometimes even
beat the Suflolk breed ; but as working
horses I believe none will last nore years, or
do wnre work, or keep their condition so well
as the well-bred Suffolk horses. On  this
point 1 had, some years since, the word of a
gentleman who set two farms at the same
time, one with Fen breed and one with
Suffolks, and he had most of the Suffolks
when the others were worn out.  In mostold
deseriptions that I have read of the Suffolk
horse, he is deseribed as low in the foreband,
sluggish in his movements, and with a blaze
in his face as broad asaspade. These ugly
points, by attention to breed, are chiefly
vanished ; and I have no doubt those imper-
fections which I have taken the liberty more
particularly to notice, with other faults too
commonly met with, may be also much im-
proved, if not got rid of altogether by further
attention to breeding by sound animals.

To conclude. gentlemen, after 40 years'
and more experience, 1 may perhaps be
allowed to caution breeders not to sacrifice
asubstance for quality, symmetry for fancy, nor
both for action, so long as strength and con-
stitution are required in an agricultural cart-
horse. 1 could continue the subject by re-
fating many occurences which have happen-
ed in my life amongst horses and men, but I
shall be happy to have the subject discussed
by others, whose modern experience can ime
prove my, perhaps, too antiquated ideas.

Di1scussION.

Mr. Crosse had brought to the room, in
order to better illustrate his remark, two oil
paintings of Suffolk horses. He said one was
the likeness of a hotse that had taken many
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prizes, but he brought the two pictures in

order to lustrate what he considered the
weak points of one and the good points of
the other.  Ile pointed out the deficiencies
of the ankles of the mare, but said when she
was shown the judges thought sufliciently
well of her to give her a prize. The other
was ntever thovoughly beaten, and was never
shown but what he got a prize, excepting
at Cambridge, when a Fen horse took the
prize, against the Suffolks. ‘The horse was
16 hands halt’ an inch high. The late M.
Worlledge had an animal which looked half
as big again, but when they got on to the
weigﬁ-bridges there were only 5 stones differ-
ence; one had weight and the other had
not.

Mr. Lingwood referred to Mr. Catlin’s
Captain, whose blood came down to the late
Mr. Crisp’s Prince.  Mauy that had descend-
od from that blood might be a hittle small
below, but they were clean and smart;
and if farmers wanted to get rid of a good
gelding for London work it must have some
style about it. It would not do to have
the very upright shoulders that had been
aliuded to if they wanted a horse to sell well.
‘The President would agree with him that if
his mare had not got very sloping shoulders,
but still slopihyz, she would not walk and show
as she did.© We had now come to the year
1871, and if we wanted a useful gelding for
London work there must be style about it,
even though it was at the sacufice of a Little
substance.” 1le (Mr. Lingwood) kuew that
he was tonching upon a temler point, but
Mr. Crosse appeared to be an advocate for
an upright shoulder,

Mr. Crosse: Yon must not call that an
upright shoulder.  He had always held that
the angle of the shoulder ofi a hackney or for
Londod work mught Le 45 degrees backward,
but a Suffolk cart-horse ought never to be
above 25 to 30. The fastest walker lie ever
knew was bred by Mr. Crisps Prince.  She
could walk five miles an hour, and she had
the most upright shonlders,

The President said the point now under
discussion was as Yo the uprightness or other-
wise of the shoulder. Looking at it in a
practical light, there might be a great deal in
what Mr. Crosse had sawd, that more or less
the upright shoulder did give a better pulling

ower to the collar. It was according to the
aw of mechanics that a good shoulder lying
well back would enable the animal to put its
forcelegs out better than in the case of an up-
right shoulder.  For drawmg a heavy plough
an upright shoulder might do as well, and
perhaps better; but still, as had been said, it
they wanted to breed horses for London,
there -unst be smartness. ‘The fault that the
Suffolk horses had run into was that they
were a little light in the bone, a little small
below the knee, and some of them had feet
which were like to turn bad. These were
the things which breeders must guard against.
It was very essential to get good sound feet,
it being a frequent matter of complaint that
the Suffolk horses could not stand the stones.
This is an evil that ought to be eradicated if
possible. In a Suffolk horse he liked to see
a good loin and good hind-quarters. He
liked to see 2 wide loin up and down, and
carried up into a long sweeping quarter, and
this, with good action, made a perfect horse.

The Vice-Chairman (Mr. Heigham) was
bound to say that the cart-horses m the east-
ern side of the country were generally supe-
rior to those in the western division. Those

gentletuen who were residing in the western
division of the vountry were greatly indebt-
ed to Colonel Wilson for introducing some
most valuable stallions into their neighbor-
hood.

The President said his great object in buy-
ing_the cartstallions was to see iff West
Suffolk could not, ~iter a time, cqual East
Sullolk.  There lad not been first-class
stallions travelling through their part of the
country ; but he was now trying to give the
farmers of West Suffotk the opportunity of
making use ot some good blood. That he
had not taken the step he had with the view
of making money was quite clear fran the
prices which he had given for them. e
should like to see the horses of the western
division cqual those of the eastern.  He pur-
chased at the Newbourne sale the best yearl-
ing out of the farous Victoria, by Monarch,
It was well known that Mr. Woltun had been
breeding with great eave for years past, and
at the sale there was the best lot of animals,
taken asa whole, that he (the President)
ever saw in his Jife.  Ie bought a foal which
was furtunate enough to win the first prize at
the Sudbury show. He promised to tun
out & goud, stout, uscful animal. It he turned
out well, he wonld be at their service.

Mr. Crosse said reterence had been made
to horses for use in London, but it should be
remembered that the object for this evening’s
discussion was that of the ageicultural cart-
hose.  The best horse hie ¢ver saw in his Lite
for symmetry was Honest Tom, a Cambridye-
shire horsey but his father was a Lincolnshire
horse. It was the best shaped hose he ever
saw in his life. It had four white leas and a
white head. It was a lemon-bay, wich pearl-
ash hair about the legs. Had it been shown
as a cart-horse against all the world he never
saw one that would beat bine Mio Crusse
then went on to speak of uthier deseriptions
of cart-hotses, alluding to the Wolds of Sum-
crsetshire, where three cart-horses were put
to a plough, where the work was 10 to 12
inches deep, and he said owr Suffolk hoise
would be of but liutle use there. He also
alluded to Sussex, where they ploughed 13
inches deep, and to the Newcastle horses.
As to brecding a smat-lushing horse tor
London, Mr. Crusse spube of the long time it
would be necessary to heep ity and of the ex-
pense incurred. e then observed that if
you wanted an animal with shoulders lying
back like those of a lamter, you would not
get one that could pull a dead pull.

A vote of thauks was passed to My, Crosse
for his paper.

HOW TO RAISE ASPARAGUS.

For more than twenty years I have
been accustomed to hear about the same
class of questions asked by consumers,
why it was that Asparagus. a vegetable
that was always in good demand, and
usually commanding high prices, was not
more generally cultivated by farmers, as
well us gardeners, sitnated favourably,
and accessible 10 good markets ?

During these twenty years IThave been
engaged, more or less each year, in grow-
ing vegetables for market, and at different
times have known each and every kind
of vegetable grown to any extent for
market to be & “drug,” with the single

except.on of asparagus, which so far has
alnays been in good demand, and shae
at paying prices.

There are few persons who have beer,
engaged on an extensive scale in “truck-
ing” who have not been compelled to sell,
in *bad seasous,” a purt or the whole of
a crop for less monv y than it cost to pro-
duce it.  This would apply to the whole
list of vegetables, leaving out asparagus,
which during such dull seasons and poor
markets is generally made use ot by those
who grow it to work off other kind of
vegetables, that is, in case a grocer wants
two or more dozen of asparagus, to get it
lic would Lie obl.ged to buy a portion of
whatever the grower hac on his wagon at
the time. Iu this way the gardener who
had an abundance of asparagus would not
lose so much in the sale of his crops in
dull seasons as he who was not so situated,

Within the past few years more atten-
tion has been given to the culture of as-
paragus, aud it is not rare now to find
fields of from two to seven aeres in dif-
ferent sections devoted to asparagus for
New York and other large markets.
Some of these new plantations have al-
ready begun to yield, and still prices are
not in the least affucted. but on the rou-
trary have advanced. The puast season
growers estimated the yield was above
an average one, and st prices ranged
higher thau they have for mauny years.
This condition of mattersis quite encour-
aging for those who have youug beds, or
are about to embwk in this brauch of
gurdening with a view to profit.

To be success’ul in the culture of as-
paragus for m: !et, there are a few es-
seutial points 1. be fully considered and
carried out before any hopes of success
can be entertuined.

The first is a selection of the most
sultable soil aud situativn,  Tle second,
a thorough mechanicul preparution of the
soil before planting, and thud, heavy ma-
nuring.

The location of the bed is important,
from the fuct that when asparagus first
come into market, it sells briskly at from
85 10 88 per dozen buunches, and fre-
quently as high as $12 per dozen, if the
spears are large and the bunches carefully
made. Trow these prices it gradually
falls, as the supply increases, undl it
reaches S2 per dozen, and very seldom
goes below this price, although at $1.50
per dozen asparuges will pay a handsome
profit.

When the soil bas only heen indiffer-
ently prepared, and poorly manured,
earliness of the crop and large size spears
cannot be expected, and as a matter of
course, under such circumstances a large
share of what would be the profits are not
realized by the producer.

SOWING THE SEED.

Asparagus seed should be sowed in the
Spring, in a bed made deep, mellow and
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rich.  When the surface of such a bed is
raked over. removing any stones or other
obstructions, then shallow drills should be
opened about oue ineh deep, and a foot
apart. The seed is sticwn thinly by hand
in these drills, and then covered by raking
the bed with wooden rakes, demwing them
in the direction of the drills.  Fresh seed
will spront in two weeks from the time of
sowing, in favorable weather. Seed older
thon one year will take longer to germi-
nate. and it more than three years obd, is
unsafe to sow with any certainty of its
ever coming up.

1t is u good plan 1o seatter some radish
seed in the drills at the time of sowing
the asparagus seed. The radish will
germinate and come up in 2 few days from
the date of sowing, mmking the lines of
the rows. This will give a chance to
run a scufile hoe between the rows, de-
stroying any weeds that may appear. and
l\c(-pm'r the surface loose until the aspa-
ragus plants are well up. Thea the
spices between the rows should be dis-
turbed frequently and no weeds or grass
allowed to grow. Under favorable cir-
cumstanees well grown one year old plants
will be strong enough for transplanting
in the permanentbed.  Plauts older than
two years shonld not he p].mud for more
than Jikely they will fail to give satisfac-
tory results. Those who ouly wimt i
few hundred plants to make a family bed,
will find it cheaper to buy them from
some responsible person thau to raise
them from the seed.  One pound of seed
will sow a bed 20 by 100 feet, and if the
seed is fresh will give about 15,000
plants.

PREPARING THE GROUND.

Wheu properly made, an asparagus hed
will produce paying crops for a quarter of
a century, under good mmnual treatment.
There should be no short-sighted ccono-
my practiced in putting the ground in
order. If the ground selected is naturally
wet, or likely to become so, then by all
means have it thoroughly underdrained.
Asparagus can only be grown to the
highest point of profit on soil that is free
from stagnant water. thoroughly pualver-
ized to a depth of at least twenty iuches,
and then heavily mamured. There will
be more satisfaction in planting only a
quarter of an acre on  this thovough
scile, than in planting an acre under w-
different preparation aud poor manurmg.
The ground should be theronghly plough
ed aud subsoiled both ways, aud then
plenty of well rotted yard manure plowed
under. The more manure that is applied,
the wore productive the yield will be
when the plants are fairly established.
Barn-yard manure, composted with the
sclt and lime mixture, will be found an
excellent manure for asparagus.

PLANTING.

It has long heen a mooted question

whether the Fall or Spring was the best

time to plant an asparagus bed.  In most
cases more will d(.pvnd on the condition
amd tilth of the soil than the time the
roots are planted. Where the soil is
heavy and retentive of moisture, and long
and severe Winters, undoubtedly the
Spring is the best time. But on sandy
and clay loam, and as far south as l)el.n-
ware or Virginia, Ifall planting wil' do
just as well, and often better, than Spring
planting  under  similav  circumstances.
When the ground is prepared by frequent
plowing~ and subsoiling for field culture,
or the garden spot Lholou"hb trenched
with the spade, then the furrows should
be run but three inches deep, and three
feet apart each way. A single plant is
set at each intersection, being careful that
every root of the plant is stretched aut to
its full length, and then covered with not
more than four inches of carth, if planted
in the Fall, and only about two inches
when set in the Spring. This light
covering at first, or until the plants
have staried to grow, is the safest plaun to
follow. When the young shoots are three
or four inches above the surtace, then, by
running a culiivator between the rows,
the loosc carth  will fall toward the fow
ot plants, adding a couple or more inches
of covering above the crowns of the
plants—making in all from four to five
inches in depth.

In garden culture, this second covering
may be drawn over the rows by the hana
hoe, any time during the Summer. A
cultivator should be kept going between
the rows often cnough to prevent the
agrowth of weeds in the bed. This will
be found the cheapest method of ealture.
When planted in the Fall, the rows should
have a light mulch of barn-yard manure
put on in y Nov ember, and in the Spring
following this mulch, with an additional
quantity of manure, cither barn-yard. fish,
guano. Loue dust, or superphosphate,
should be applied, and all turned under
carly in April, or us soon as the ground
is dry enough to work.

Annual dressings of common salt will
improve the quality and increase the size
of asparagus.  There need be no appre-
hension of danger from the application of
salt to asparagus. I have frequently put
on as much as two inches in thickness, on
different spots. on an asparagus bed, and
then the young shoots came through this
coating of <alt without apparent injury.
A dressing of twenty-five or thiry bushels
of salt to the acre on an asparagus bed
every second year, will be quite cnouvh,
in connection with the annual coating of
harn-yard, a compost to be applied in the
Fall or Spring, as circumstances may dic-
tate

No asparagus should be cut from the
bea the first or second year. Some grow-
ers carsy this so far as not to cut any un-
til the fourth year from the time of plant-
ing. In case the plants have grown

vigorously, 2 third of a crop may be cut
without at all injuring the plantation the
third year. The amount taken off' the
third year depends altogether on the con-
dition and vigour of the plants. In case
they are wealk, it would be poor policy to
weaken them still more by cutting for
market or home consumption too soon.
In the IFall of the first year it is a good
way to throw ashallow furrow from cither
side towards the rows, and then vounding
them oft” with nhoe orrake. This slightly
elevated ridge will dry out sooner in the
Spring than a flat surface, and asparagus
treated in this way, will often make a
difference in carlivess of five or six days,
which is an jimportant item to those who
grow it for murket.

Tarly asparagus always brings higher
prices than what comes in late in the sea-
son, and, theretore. every advantage by
locating, character of soil and treatment,
shonld be taken into consideration by
those who are about its culture for profit.

VARIETIES.

‘Chere were ouly two varieties generally
cultivated for market purposes uutil quite
recently.  Thesewere the green and pur-
pie-topped.  The identity of these two
was frequently doubted by inmclligent
gardeners, and thesize and Cifference in
colonr attributed to location, soil, and
heavy or light mauuring. Two years
ago, S. B. Conover, of New York, intro-
duced a variety under the name of « Con-
over’s Colossal.”  For this variety Mr.
Conover cliimed extraordinary size of
spears, and that it was equal in  quality
and productiveness to those varieties that
were in general culture for market pur-
poses. ‘This claim had 10 be tested by
practical growers before discarding old
and tried for new and untried kinds.
Many doubted that it was any other than
what was cultivated on Long Island, and
other asparagus pxodncmfr sections. I
have watched the * Colossal” closely for
two years, and firmly believe itis the best

variety of asparagus that we have for
ficld or gavden culture. The spears will
average twice the size of the common
kiuds, aud the * Colossal” is equal, in my
estimation, in quality and productiveness
to any variety that Tam familiar with.
Plants at one year old will average as
Jarge as plants two years old grown on
the same soil and under the same treat-
ment, of the green or purple. In another
article on this suhject I will have some-
thing to say on the profits of asparagus
culmrc.—— By P. I. Quinn, in N, I.
Lribune.
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house — Communications : — A Flower
Show in the Year 1830, By Mr. W T,
Iarding, Thila. — Remarks  on  the
Daphne  Cneorum. By Mr. Antoine
Winter, West Grove, Pia.—0On the Rais-
ing of New Varietics of Potatoes from
the Seed-Ball. By M. Geo. Such, South
Amboy, N. J.—Iivergreens for Wintr.
By Walter Elder, Phila.—Discovery of
Ancient Bones at Wankeyan, 1lis. By
Mr. R. Douglass—Well Ripened Toma-
toes. B. L. B., Phila.—Bud Variations.
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Canada—New Foreign Grapes. B M.
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Lravelling  Recollections — Bouvardia
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Conmmnunications.

ENCOURAGE THE BOYS AND GIRLS.
OaxrirLn, Feb. Tth, 1871.
To the Editer of the Jonrnal of Agriculture :

There is au article in the Cunada
Farmer —* Encourage the Boys and
Girls,” on the 19th page of the Juuary
number. It is well worth republishing
in your Journal, as it hits one of the blots
of our Country Life.

-Yours, J. W. L.

# Sir,— We farmers in Canada are too
prone to cousider vur own claims vn our
children, rather than deal with them as
we would probably like to be dealt by.
Qar sous are expected to remmn cou-
tented on the farm. working for bare foad
and clothes until they are twenty-one, and
then they are allowed 1o begin for them-
selves. ‘Lhey natarally feel that, up to
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that age. all they have ever got by work- |

ing on the farm is entirely deficieut in
encoutagement, so far as itis likely to

recoucile them to the same course of lifes

and they also feel that they are fic for

i

nothing e¢lse. They have not education |

nov bnsiness kuowledge to enable them o
go to some other avocation, aud conse-

quently are dissatistied with the past and |

quite undecided for the future; and this

feeling applies not only so far as their |

prospects of ultimately possessing a furm
of their own goes, hut canses them also
to he quite undecided as to the advisability

1

of following agriculturai pursuits at all.

The consequence is that we continually
hear the parents say, “ Qur boys are going
away to the States, and caunot content
themselves on the farm in Canada” The
father has never done anything to make
them contented here or on the farm. The
boys rarely have any good clothes, and
still more rarely any money, aud what

!
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the exception of the most ordinary cloth-
ing supplied at home) been the resalt of
working out for scome one ele, who has
paid them for their labour the same as
they would have paid any other hired
man.  This course is bad in every way.

* Yonng men, about the time of what
is called coming of age, naturally wish to
marry and have a homeof their owns
and experience hus shown that all such
ought to marrey and seutle in lite it healthy
andl inclined 1o do sus but at the same
time they st have something more than
the wife—which ecertainly usnally can be
obtained for nothing.  Such is not the
case, however, with farm stock or furai-
tures all this must be bought und paid
for. or obtained on  eredit. and  these
very debts so contracted generally eause
a sour, unpleasat, and often regrettul
feeling at ever having married at all, and
a wish that they also, like some other
neighbour’s son, had moved sway to some
otiier country or locality. where no
thought of mareying at home could from
circumstances have been entertained, and
where all their earnings conld have been

" expended on themselves. These invancees

of leaving home and obtaining employ-
ment elsewhere, rarely ever end well,
They never, or very seldom, do result in
wnything like 2 home tar away; but the
yvoung man moves from place to place,
usuatly with plenty of money for absolute
necessaries, but with expenses naturally
much fncreased : and he generally ends
after 10 or 15 years absence, with a re-
turn visit to the old homestead, having
accumulated much knowledge of such a
kind of vagabondish life, aud any  quan-
tity of insight o1 taverns. tobaceo, driuk-
ing, and generally gambliug expericuces,
If he now marries and settles at home, us
he often does, he is a pest, and naturally
demoralizes all the young men who are,
like himself in former years, unsettled in
their future prospects.  In the relation of

" his 15 years’absence, of course. there will

i

; to obtaiu them.

for him: and to avoid temptations this
amount need not be in money, but can he
paid in eattle,  teams, bedding, and o
variety of neeessaries, all of which ¢an
be raised on the favm, and to which for
the most part the son’s own exertions
have mainly contributed.  The sume
prineiple applies to girls.  They must
have mice dresses: others do. and they
must, ot they will at ouce hive out to those
who will not require them to work ny
harder, and who will pay them sullicient
We all know that some-
times on a farm there is littde enough to
sell to make both ends meet, even where
all is sold that cawn be sold ; but we also
know that under sueh clicomstanees, ald
grown up children who are able and will-
ing to work, see just as well as we older
people—that there must be something
wrong somewhiere or their labour must be
unprofitably applied : for it they hire with
some other person they can get plenty of
necessavies, aud whilst they remain at
home their labour is absorbed and they
cannot do so.”

Reports

~ N

of Agri. Socicties.

FIRST ANNUAL REPORT OF THE
CLADE RUIVER AGRICULTURAL
SOCIETY.

The Committee in making this, the fisst
annual report, would congratulate this and
the surronnding communitics upon the oigran-
ization and so far suceesstul working of their
agricultural society, aml express ther hope
that it will be mantained as one of the per-

manent institutions of the place.

During the past year the society consisted
of torty-two members, who have contributed
one dollar cach. The funds of the society
have been appropriated to the intreduction of
agricubural dmplements, garden and field
seeds, wnd stock. Mt ot the seeds were
divided equally among the members—some
sulbl. The dmplements were sold. with the
exception of the seed sower and cultivator.

- ¢ . < Ve oo ” SN 0
be much to aumuse aud interest such hear- | Ove ball, ane year old. three-quarters Alder

ers in these recitals,  In these tales he
rarely relates the paius and difliculties he
had encountered. or if he do.g, they afford

ouly the move interest and excitement to | Treasurer is £13.22

the audience.

ney. has been hought.—Me. B, Crowell has

i emgraged to keep him for  the society six

months tor fifteen dolians. .
The balanee of funds in the hands of the

-t
-

The Committee have engryred two pigs—

¢« Now this is true, and thousands know | Chester White—which will be delivered abiout

. it to be true, and regret when too late i . 3
* under conditions, to the highest biddor among

that they did not cause the boy, when yet
young, to have an interest divect in all
that was done on the farm, or at least in
something that was contizually being
raised or provided for him, to be appro-

for him to require them. T'o do this will
absolutely pay the father well; for every
young man of.say 18 to 23,is worth S120
0 140 a year and his board, and five
years of this saving would accumulate
S$600; and any lad would consider him-

the 2uth of this month.  “Uhes will be sald,

the members of the society.
The vexults of the society™s operations we

- believe to have been highly beneficial, in di-
. Tectimgr more attention to agriculture and the

1
4

. imrm\'cmcnt of stock.
priated to his use whea the tine comes |

For the coming year we propose 2 County
Agricultural Exhibition.  We advise the ap
pointing o three persons. who, alang with a
like numter trom the other socictics. can fonn
a joint commiittee to take the matter into con-
sideration and make the neeessary arruge-
ments as soon as presible. We wipe this, us
we believe it would be one of the best means

self rich with such a sum, and, in fact, . of stimulating the people of the county to de-
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velope its agricultural vesources, and improve
its productions and stock. But it will take
not merely one year’s cfforts, but continued
exertions to make that improvement which is
so desirable.

We would suggest the desirability of increas-
ing and husbanding our resources for the im-
portation of improved breeds o' cattle, sheep
and swine.  Less will be needed the coming
year for the intvoduction of seeds.  The seeds
obtained by the society have given general
satisfaction.  Without going into all the par-
ticulars, we may mention that the Early Rose
potato has shown its superiority over the ordi-
nary sorts. While they have, to a great ex-
tent, been a failure this year, it has generally
Yielded a large crop of sound tubers. The
Noiway oat scems to be worthy of “ favorable
mention.”  Russian wheat was a failure j per-
haps it was not sown early enough.

Lhis zociety along with the other societics
of the county, has much work to do in stimu-
lating the people to develope its agricultural
resources. These resources e by no means
sosmall as at first sight they might appear,
and their development has searcely com-
menced.  Though a large part of the county
presents a sterile appearance—its soil yocky—
sandy ridges, and plains interspersed with
bogs, the staple scenery in many places—not
by any means inviting the expenditure of
labor and capital, yet there is considerable of
good soil easily cultivated. And these boga.
S0 uninviting, are not so useless as many think.
Their black mud composted with stable ma-
nure, is just the fortilizer needed for the sandy
upland.  Many of these swamps now so nse-
less might be converted into profitable cran-
berry plantations. The eultivation of this
valuable frait is certainly worthy of the atten-
tion of the people of Shelburne county.—
Where the cranberry grows spontancously to
such perfection and in such abundance some
seasons. it would certainly repay «kilful culti-
vation. Thissubject should be ventilated and
agitated.

Most of this county is well adapted to the
growth of apple trees. By their cultivation
most of the Iand that is rocky might be made
profitable. Such soil wonld no doubt pay
better if planted in trees than it cleared up
for the production of ordinary farm products.
Shelburne. away from the sea share, is a tree
growing county. and attention should be di-
vected to the nurturing of fruit and forest
trees. A little consideration will show that
Shelburne is capable of being wade to pro-
duce fruit in large quantities” In its natual
state, with i.s eranberry bogs and oak groves,
what might it be under skiltul cultivation.

To the development of the agricultural re-
sources of'this part of the county let us address
oursclves; nd in order to do this we must
Tay aside all mere personal and selfish consi-
derations.  Let us contribute to the funds of
the socicty not for mere gam, but that we may
aid the general cause.  Let our contributions
be gifts to that cause which it cspouses, and
let us not confine our subseriptions to the dol-
Tar required by law, but make them as large
as we can afford for that purpese; and though
we may not immediately and directly reap a
return, yet in the long run we will see the
wisdom of such a course.

JaMEs McKay, Pres.
M. G. Hexrry, Sec'y.

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF
CLYDE RIVER AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY.

At the appointed hour the meeting wag

constituted by the President taking the chair.
The Seeretary then read the report, which
was approved and received.

After some conversition upon the report
and matters connected with the society’s ope-
ration for the past year, the mecting proceed-
ed to the election of officers for next year
The following persons were proposed and
elected :—Pres., James McKay; Viee Pres.,
B. Crowell; Sec'y. and Treas., M. G. Henry;
Durectors, Wm, McKay, David Swain, James
Nelson, Peter Sutherland, George Thomson.

The proposal in the veport respeeting an
Exhibition was approved, and the sugzestion
of the committee adopted,—three persons
being appointed to confer with a like number
from” the other societies in the county, and
take measures for sccuving, if possible, an
Agricultural Exhibition next autumn.  The
persons appointed for that purpose were—
W McKay, Matthew G. Henvy, and Peter
Sutherland.

It was agreed that the conditions under
which the pigs introduced by the society were
to be sold, should be, that they be kept within
the bounds of the society for one year for
breeding purposes.

Upon the Secretary refusing to accept any
remuneration for his work, 2 cordial vote of
thanks was passed. It was agreed that the
Sceretary order five copics of the Agricultural
Journal. The meeting then adjourned until
the first Tuesday of February.

Jases McKay, Pres.
M. G. Hexny, Sec'y.

——— . S e cmam e am——

AMHERST AGRICULTURAL SOCY.

Agreeably to request at the last meeting,
the Board of” Directors of this Society made
the necessary arrangements for an Exhibition,
which was held, asyou are aware, on the
22ud day of October Jast.

With 2 membership of forty-six and thivty-
five competitors, we can, with cvery reason,
claim the Show to have been a suceess. Your
Bourd was greatly disappointed at so small o
membership.  Adter oftering so very liberal
a prize list—Dby far the most liberal ever of-
fered by this Society—we confidently antici-
pated a very large merease to our numbers.

The Amherst Agrienltural Socicty ought
to he keptup so cfliciently that the funds
would warrant the annual expenditure of a
sum suflicient to fill up a very creditable
prize bist, and leave a handsome balance with
which to purchase different kinds of improved
stock. “Lhis vicinity is lamentably deficient
in good horse stock.  The same may be said
of our sheep and pigs. The Agricultural
Society should be the means of remedying
this sadd deficiency.  Unless a lively mterest
is manifested in the Socicty by the farmers of
the surrounding country,, it can never accomn-
phsh these beneticial and legitimate results.

Qur funds were so heavily drawn upon in
makingout. the prize list, that we were unable
to cven make the attempt to purchase any of
the stock recently imported and sold by the
Central Board of Agniculture.

The Treasurer's account will show the
balance from Iast ¥ear to have been §39.99;
the reccipts for the yeur §112.50, making a
grand total of $212.20. The expenditure for
the year has been S163.07%, thus leaving o
balance in favor of the Society of §49.213.

The following are the officers and directors
for the ensuing year:—Pres., Hon. R. B.
Dickoy; Vice-Pres., Thos. R. Black, Esq.3

Treas., Win. F. Cutten, Esq.3 Sec'y., Hiram
Black ; Directors, Torrey Bent, John Atkin-
son, Charles H. Bent, Daniel Freeman, nod
‘Lhompson Keillor.

Hirax Brack, Sec'y.

FENWICK AGRICULTURAL SOCY.
OF NOEL AND MAITLAND.

The Society reccived from the Central
Board forty-five bushels ot wheat, called
Fyfe, which was sold to members at cost
and charazes; also a few bushels Black Sea
wheat; also, one hundred pounds Alsyke
clover seed,—each member who applied got
11b. gratis and 1 lb. at cost and charges, the
balanee was sold at 50 cts. per lb. Of the
sheep bonght at Richmond three years ago,
there arconly two now living, and one of these
has been purchased by George Smith, Esq.,
Shuhenacadie, about « year ago; these two
are all the rams the Society now owns. The
White Chester boar, bought at Richmond
three years ago, is still the property of the
Society. The pig bought at Ounslow for the
Society was sold to George Smith, Esq., for
fifteen dollars. We have Dbought another
White Chester boar at the late sale of im-
ported stock at Richmond, for$25. Wehave
received from the Board of Agriculture 60 lbs.
Norway oats, which was given to members to
sow, the Society to have the product by pay-
ing fifty cents per bushel.  A. M. Crow got
151b. sced, and raised from it 32 bushels;
David McL. Faulkuner, 135 lb. seed, 20 bushels;
Asa Hamilton, 15 1b. seed, 15 bushels; W. Y.
O'Brien, 15 lb. seed, 3 bushels—making in
all 70 bushels. The Tvfe wheat, im-
ported by the Board from Canada, produced
the best crop of any wheat scwn along this
shore for the last three years. Black Sea
wheat a failure here.  Wheat this scason was
a heavy crop. Of straw, latc sown not so
well filled as last year, carly sown good.
Oats aliout an average crop.  Potatoes about
average crop, but rotting very much in the
cellars.  Other voot crops average. Buck-
wheat about average. Hay nearly an average
crop-

The following are the officers for 1871:—
Pres., Alexander Densmore; Vice-Pres.,
George Smith; 3ec’y.y George Densmore;
Treas., Thomas Hunter; Directors, Osmond
O'Bricn, Stephen Putman, Daniel Ross, Capt.
AL A. McDougall, and Joel Densmore.

GeORGE DENSMORE, Sec'y.

MIDDLE RIVER AGRICULTURAL
SOCIETY, VICTORIA.

The Dircctors of this Society have much
pleasure in reporting that the financial state
of the Socicty is quite satisfactory, and that the
utmost harmony and cordiality exists amon
its office-bearers and members.  This Society
has now entered upon the twenty-sixth
year of its existence and <we are happy to say
that notwithstanding the many troubles and
difficulties with which it had to contend
while in its infancy yet these arc now over-
come, and instcad of manual Jabour destroy-
ing bone and muscle this is now surpassed by
the use of horse-power and laboursaving
machinery, an improvement which neither we
norour forcefathers ever expected in this lo-
cality. This Society having imported in the
summer of 1869 a superior Mowing Machino
from the establishmen: of Messts. A. P
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Richardson & Co., Worcester Mass,, its
admirable working and the saving of la-
bour and- time has induced them to import
two mor€ this season from the same establish-
ment, so that taking a retrospective view of
the proceedings of this Society from its insti-
tution to the present every experienced agri-
culturist must readily acknowledge the won-
derful progress made.  These improvements
are chiefly attributable to the liberal support
received from the Board of Agriculture trom
year to ycar, and their zeal in the promaotion
of the cause of agriculture generdlly through-
out the Province.

‘The result arising from the jmportation of

thorough-bred stock in this Society is no less |

visible " than that of improved machinery :
the Alderney Bull purchased at the Pro-

vincial Exhibition ot 1868 now proves what, :

he was represented to be j as also the change
made by the Rams purchased at the same
time, so that our stock of sheep now shew a
great change, and the quantity as well as the
quality of the wool from the present yields at
least double that produced from the old de-
generated breeds. Our,pigs have also under-
gone a wonderful improvement by the intro-
duction of the Berkshire Breed, yielding
doubie the quantity of pork and at 2 far less
cost of feeding. ‘L'his Society has this winter
purchased three of the pigs sent down here

by tke Government, one Chester Boar and a ;

Boar and Sow of’ the Yorkshire Breed.

Whilst acknowledging these improvements
the Directors feel grateful to a kind Provi-
dence in bestowing on this locality 2 bountiful
harvest notwithstanding the dearth that
threatened this part of the country during the
months of May and June, but the copious
showers of warm rain which fell so abundantly
in July and August have remedied the
threatened evil, and in order to give ade-
tailed account of the state of the.crops during
the past season we begin with—

Hay—This crop is gencrally one-third less
than that of last year, particularly on sandy
soils owing to the unusual drowth of May and
June, but on uplands and loamy soils the
vield is better.  ~

Wheat—This crop scems to be a total
failure and consequently very sparingly sown,
and what little was put in the ground was
nearly destroyed by the fly.

Oats.—This crop yielded well both in grain
and straw, so that the deficiency in the hay
crop will be balanced by the extra average
of the oat crop, so that in the opinion of your
Directors, the average yield of oats within
the bounds of this Society will be double that
of last year.

UNION AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY
EAST CORNWALLIS.

This Society has held the two regular

quarterly meetings according to the consitu-

tion, since the last annual meeting, at which

transacted and recorded.

It hus held also one informal meeting, and
one special meeting, regularly ealled, to make
arrangements for the purchase of a Bull at

[ the Provineial sale, which has resulted in

j reenring the very fine bull, Bell Duke of |

¢ Markham.
i the past year thirty members, which has
"swelled the whole number to the rather un-
; conunonly high fizure of cighty-nine.

: Lad at 8100, which is paid for: and three
i bulls were kept during the summer months
. until the September quarterly meeting. when

1 the white bull, Yeoman, was sold to Edwin .

| Chase for 333. The Society now owns three
: bulls. namely, Sir William, Lobo Lad, Bell
i Duke of Markbam. The bulls have been

; patronized well, but owing to the fiilure of ;
cows to be with calf, asmall return may be
expected for their work during the summer -

wonths.

© Bell Dake of Markbam having cost 3305,
has involved the Society considerably in debt,
there not being any funds in hand to meet
this purchase except the proportion of the
Provincial grant coming to this Socicty, th.
warrant for which has not come down to me,
and therefore does not enter into this yem’s
funds.

We have gradually inereased in numbers
and in available funds and property during
the past four years, and thvre appears to be
now a greatly increased interest manifested
by the members and the public generally in
the objects of an Agricultural Society. Some
very fine young stock is now to be seen
around the country as the result of the cfiorts
of this Society.

We have not held any County Exhibition
the present year, thinking we could employ
the funds at our dispesal to better advantage
by purchasing stock of improved breeds than
in any other way. We accordingly seat a

i

imported stock, that Committee purchased
the two year old bull Duke of Markham, the
Comimittee were also requested to purchase
. Pig if they thought it advisable, but from somse
! cause did not.

Sovme of the wheat and Norway vats which
. were imported by the Board, and purchased

the ovdinary business of the Soviety has been |

There has been added to our Society during

In April last we purchased the bull Lobo :

Committee to Halifox to attemd the sale of i Tuerday, the 1ithinst.

IHemp.—We are not aware of any hemp
seed being sown in this County.

Pruit was much damaged by the wind in
September; it is estimated that from  one-
fourth to oue-third of the entire crop was lost.
But notwithstanding the loss the fiuit was of
excellent guality ; that eahibited at the Fruit
Growers exhibition was seldom i ever equal-
led in this County.

Thye Freasurer reports that he has received
from all ~ources duning the past year, not in-
cluding the Provineial Grant fur 1870, nor
any of the fees for the services of bulls during
last summer, the considerable sum of $425.50,
, Which has Leen expended amd paid out ac-
i cording to the following aceount :—
' Received from 85 Mumbers, annnal dues

..S 85.00
. 340.50

§425.50

for sepvices of Bulls, &e¢

l‘ Purchase o Lobo L:ul.. ceeeiieiaes $100.00

| Keep of Bulls and incidental ex-
PERSES oL L.ila.l Ceiee eeian . 31300

¢ Sceretary and Treasurer's fee, voted, 12,00

i - $425.50

" The officers cleeted for the coming year are

. as follows ;e

Pres—=Leander Rand.

Vice-Pres—Joh E. Ells.

Sec. and Trcas.~Jonathan Rand.

Council.—Asahel Bently, John Thomas,

© John ‘I Neweomb, George Lockwood, Thos.

i O'Blenus.

. TATAMAGOUCIHE AGRL SOCIETY.
The

The Society met on Gth December.
Treasurer submitted his accounts.

The following officers were then appointed
for the ensuing year:

Pres—E. D. Roach.

Vice-Pres—Jas. Clark.

Treas—John Clark.

Sec'y.—W. A. Patterson.

Directors.~David Nelson, Robt. Bell, Dan.
Morrow, David Fraser, John Borymon.

W. A. Partersox, Sec.

WINDSOR AGRICULTURAL
The annual Fair and Cattle Show of
Windsor Agricultural Society was hddd on
The attendance was
+ better than any for the last seven yaams,
y  Inoaeat cattde several pairsof good fat
. oaen were shown. A pair of grade Durhams
¢ S yeans old, bred and owned by Mr. John
Melletley, one weighing 2140 pounds, the
. other 2135, and which have been tall widana
! very short time in constant work, were very

50CY.

Barley—Owing tothe failurein the Wheat | by individual members of the Societs  did | much admived for their fine i:OI_‘lu,guml puints
crop this crop is more extensively sown, and | very well in most instances: and we believe | and apparenmily  easy disporition 10 take on

this year yiclded a paying crop.

Buckicheat.—This crop has yielled well
this scason and isnow sownon alarger seale.

Potatoes.—Tlhis crop has turned out won-
derfully, and in many instances averaging
fiftcen to the one planted.

Green Crops—TYurnips a total failure
owing toa grub which destroyed the roots
carly’in August, but carrots and other root
crops have done well.

The Office Bearers of this Socicty for the

ensuing year are as follows :— Prés., John Me- .

Donald, Esq.; Vice-Pres., Hector Cunphell ;
Sec’y., Jolm McLennan; 7reas.. Kenneth
McDonald; Directors, John McDonald, Ed-
ward McLeod, Wi Cain, Donlad McQuain,
and Donald McLean.

Jonx McLexnyax,

ec’y.

" that wheat and oats both were a fhir crop

! generally. .

, Barley.—\ very good erop for the quantity
fown.

; port on.

. Potatoes.—The Larly Rese we think will

; prove worthy of cultivation. as also the Garnet
Chili, but owing to the great quantity cf min
there is general complaint of rot, some varie-

; ties very bad. .

Hay.—On upland and interval was a fair

crop, and also on dyke that was not over-

¢ flowed with water. but the high tide of 1869

. damaged a large portion of dyke in this

i County, some a total loss.

y  Vegetables of all kinds were an average
crop.

Rye.~XNut ¢nough sown to be able to re- |

flesh, proving the value of short horn blood

for fattening purposes.

The stock in working uxen, bulls and cows,

kingr them as 2 fair specimien of the district

without any extra preparation, were very

i creditable.

i Young steck of two years old and uuder
were very aood, and gave promise of much
improvement in their departaent as they ar-
rive at matunty.

1 There wasa tair show of sheep. hut nothing
in their appearance to show improvenent on
SOMe past years.

‘The show of pigs weas simall but come very
good specimens were on the ground

Graun prizes of all deseriptions were well
competed for. and the samples of oxeellent
quality.

| a
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Field raots in mangels, heets, carvats and ' The erops we are pleased to say, have been

parsuips were shown in abmndanee ; persons
present who have had good  opportunities of’
foriing an opinion pronounced the collection
quite equal to any that has been produead in
the Provinee.

The day was fine and passed off pleasantly,
impressing upon those in attendaner the fact
that in defiance of Jong winters and <hort
semsons well direeted fdustey and persever-
anee can obtain satistietory returns trom the
soil of our Provinee.

Windsor, 14th Octaber, 1870,

YARMOUTII TOWNSHIP AGRICUL-
TURAL SOCIETY.

The Society held its ammal meeting on
Tuesday, Dec. Gthy as preseribed by faw,
Lreasurer’s report presented and  passed.
Vatedd to re-organize and appoint oflicers for
ensuing ve

Appointed as follows :—

Pres.-=John Patten.

Itee-1res.—R. K. Rose.

Sec’p—dames Crosby.

Treas~Geo. M. Patten.

Managing Committee.—Stephen Churehill,
Chas. Rogers, John MeCormach, Charles
Porter and William Muorphy.

The Sveiety had no exhibition the past
season, for the reason that the purchase of a
full Wood Ayishive Bull absorbed the funds,
aud we at present owe about 30 dollars an the
bull, which can be paid atter drawing Pro-
vineinl Grant for 1570, We have at present
on hand the bull above mentioned costing
S50, ok pare blood Alderney three years
of age,at very tine animal, the stock  from
which is mueh prized, worth probably S1uo,

danes Crosny, S’y

MAHONE BAY AGRICULTURAL SO-
CIETY'S FAIR AND CATTLE SHOW.

Tive Fair and Cattle Show of the Malione
Bay JAgvicultural Society  wias held near
Hewy Sehnars store. Jt was the finst el
sier the Soetety was orgamzed. It wrned
ont very well for the tirst. “The show of cattle
was smidl but there were some very fine oxen
amd cons. The sheep fair but very few,
The towls and ducks very tine, the halt-bred
Mureovy eatra; they aarpass the theroughs-

|

bred.  The vegetable departiment was very i
sood,  There was 2 very ir sample of ap- |

ples also,
GronrGe DrNcax, Sy

{We camnot find room for the List of
Prizes.—Ep. J. .\.]

The ofticers of the Mahone Bay  Agricul-
tural Society beg to submit the following
repurt fine the past vear.  They cannot report
wuch progress sinee our last anunal meceting
with the exeeption of the Fair and Cattle
Show. which was small bat very  ereditable
for the first sinee the Society has heen or-
sanized. The stoek trom the ball now owned
by tire Society is likely to prove very good,
lns ealves appear to he thrifiy and well
formed. At the Iast mecting the Sneiety
decided to purchase two ewes and o ram.
The President attended  the sale of the im-
ported stock, but there were no sheep there
and e proceeded to Windsor and bought
three ewes and a ram, which will we hope
prove satisfactory.  There is nothing par-
ticular to report.

i veral aids to the cconomical management
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anoaverage as respects the grain ad hay.
The putatoes proved better than fur many
dears past, and God has been pleased to give
us one of' the finest seasons ever known, for
which wedave reason to be very thankful to
the Giver of all guwl.

The fillowing are the officers elected for
the neat year.—Pres,, B Zwicker, Esy.;
Vice-Pires.. William Kedy 5 Sec’y., George
Duancan; Treas., Joseph Zwicker; Dircetors,
Jacob Ernst, E. B. Hyson, John Mader,
Hemy Sehnave, Joseph Mader.

B. Zwicken, Pres.,
Gro. Duxcax, See.

Miscelluneous.

I R N N L L R

VEGETABLE GARDENXN.

Pureranariox or tue Grovyn.—To
secnre a faiv return in seasonabie crops,
for the labor and outlay iuvested, it is
essential that the soil of the Vegetable
Garden should be well under-drained,
thoroughly trenched or subsotled, und en-
riched by a Judicious application of fertil-
t=ing nederial. Iv is still the current
opinion, based on experience. thae for all
purposes, well composted barn-yard ma-
sare. when available, is the best material.
We do not deny, however, that several of
the concentrated manures, now munufac
tured. are useful and convenient, especi-
ally for a snecession of erops.

‘The exposure of a garden has much to
do with the carly maturity of the crops;
an exposure to the morning sun is desir-
able.  The soil must he in afriable state
10 secure the prompt vegetation of the
seeds, mud the destenetion, or rather, pre-
vention of weeds, 1s oue of the most de-
sirable results of frequent stirving of the
surface.  Soils are susceptible of altera-
tion auwd improvement in texture s heavy
clays can be rendered open and porous,
and light sandy soils way be consolidated
and rendered more retentive of moisture.
For all such details we must vefer the
amateur to more extensive treatises on
these subjects.

Gaunney ReQuisites—~—There are se-

of the garden, which are almost indispen-
sitble s one of these isthe HOT-BED fraune
for the forwarding of plants for early
panting.. A frame may be made of vari-
ous sizes, according to the size of garden,
from four sashes upwards. The length
of sash is generally seven feet, by three
amd a half wide. the size of glass six by ¢

f cight inches, making the entire frame of

four sashes, fourteen by seven feet. The |
frame should have a southern or south- i
mstern expo-ure, should be made up with
fresh horse manure and a few leaves
mixed with it; this must be laid in aheap
prepavatory to being nsed, aml when ina
proper state of fermentation, prepared for
the reception of the frame. A tew inches
of rich loumy soil must be spread over
the manure, then cover the frame with

the sashes, and alter stamling a few days
to s low the rank heat and steam to pass
off, the seed can be sown. Where the
ground is well dvained, x better plan is
to dig out a space the size of the frame,
from one to two feet deep, nccording to
the season aund the heat vequived, in which
the manure is placed, care being taken to
pack it tirmly aund evenly.

In addition to the Hot-bed frame, mats
or shutters will be required to cover the
sash during cold days und nights. To
work the garden, the necessary imple-
ments—spade, fork, shovel, rakes, hoes,
trowel, gardeu-line and reel, watering pot,
and wheelbarrow are the most important.
—From Dréer's Calendar.

A SELECTION OIF HARDY SHRUBS.

s the season will soon be at hand when
most sorts of hardy trees and shrubs can be
transplanted, we give a sclection of tweaty-
five species and varicties as a guide to such
of our readers as may desire to beautify the
surroundings of their homes. A few of them
are comparatively well known, but most ot
them are of recent introduction, none of” them
are coarse-growing or of uncivilized appear-
ance, and all are bardy as far north as
Albany. at least.

After planting them a mulching two or
three inches thick of salt hay or long stahle
litter should be spread over the s~ for two
or three feet around each plant, aceording to
its size, and allowed to remain the succeeding
summer.

Amyedalus pumilly, fl. pl.—The Double-
flowermg Almond.  This plant is especially
desivable on.account of its sarly and profuse
blooming. It grows about thirty inches high,
and spreads somewhat. There is also o
double white yariety.

Kerria japonien, fol. var—A variegated-
leaved variety of the well-know Corchorus.
It is of recent introduction from Japan.  Lhe
folinge is cdyged with white; the plant is
slender grower, not being more than two feet
high, and spreads fieely, causing the plant o
assume 2 wfted appearance.

Calycanthus tlovidus—Allspice Flower. or
Sweet-scented Shral.  This is & well-known
plant. yet it is not seen nearly as often as it
should be.  This species is the best, as it is
very fragrant, and not as strong ¥ grower as
some of the others,

Ribes Gordoni, a beautifual hybrid variety
ot the Missouri Currant, having large racemes
of timgrant red and yellow tlowers. It blooms
very eardy in the spring.

Deutzin gracilis is a dwarfigrowing species
intraduced a few yeus ago from Japan, and
much grown as a green-house plant, although
it is perfectly nardy. It produces a profusion
ot pure white tlowers, and grows about two
feet high, .

D. seabra is o stronger-growing species,
growing four or five feet high, aud beaving a
profusion of pure white flowers.

. crenata, il pl., is one of the finest shrubs
in cultivation. “The flowers are double, white
on the inside, and red on the outside. It isa
most profuse bloomner, and requires plenty of
voom, asit is a strong-grower—when well es-
tablished attaining a height of over six feet.

TForsythia viridissima, a well-known shrub,
whose bright, golden-yellow flowers appear
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with the fivst unfolding of its Jeases.
the early-Lluoming sheabs it is the finest
most desirable.  ‘T'wo vther species have been
recently introduced, but neither of them is
equal to this species.

Exochordin grandiflorn, 1 most beautitul
shrub, growing abont six feet bigh, bluoming
in May.  The flowers, which individually are
about an inch in diameter, are white with @
green centre, and are produced in lung, luvse

mnicles. Unfortunately  this elegant shrub
1s very diflieult to propagate, and is theretove
not readily to be had except of our principal
mwserymen. It should be found m every
garden.®

Hydrangea quercitolia. the Oak-leaved
Iydrangea, has strongly-marked handsome
foliage, and produces Large panicles of white
flowers during the month of July. It makes
# handsome specimen plant for a lawn,

Hydrangea dentzizefolia, or 11, paniculata
granditlors, is a species of' vecent introducetion
from Japan, with leaves resembling those of
some species of Deutzias, and during August
bearing immense panicles of pure white
flowers, which afierwards change to pink, and
finally so a purplish-brown color. It i one
of the most valuable additions to our list of
shrubs that has been made for many years.

Syringa persiea, or Persian Lilae, is of 2
more delicate, twiggy growth than the com-
mon lilae, and produces larger heads of
flowers of irregular shape, and is more suitable
for small gardens. There is also a white
cariety that is very desirable, and is of still
dwarfer habit. Both should be in every
garden.

Magnolin purpurea, or Chinese Purple
dagnolia, is an elegant shrub with bright
slossy folinge and large, purple. tulip-shaped
flowers. It is the better for being strawed
up during the winter north of New York city,
until it has attained some age, and the wood
has Lecome hand.

Prunus sinensis, 1l pl., or Donble-flower-
ing Ceinese Phun. resembles the Double-
flowering Almond somewhat, butis of stronger
wrowth. It is a lovely, everblooming shrub
with a profusion of snow-white flowers.

Cydonia  Japonica, or Scarlet-flowered
Japan Quinee, is 1 well-known carly-bloom-
ing shrub, producing a profusion of deep
scarlet flowers. It is indispensable in every
collection.

Spirzea pranifolia, flpl., S. Reevesii, fl. pl,,
and 8. calloxa, should be in every shrubbery.
The thst two have pure white lowers, and
the third, bright pivk flowers in large flat
corymbs.  The first also makes a beautiful
sereen hedge, being of upright growth and
throwigs up its shoots thickly from the bottom,
and beaws elipping well.

Philadelphas inodorous, a species of what
is generally known as the Syringa, or Mock-
orange. This species is off mure delicate
growth than any of the others, and bears its
lavge pure white flowers in threes and fours
along thesomewhatstenderdronping iranches,
giving them the appearance of garlands.

Viburnum plicatumis  speeies of Guelder-
rose, or Snow-hall, introduced some years
ago from Japan ; itis a robust grrowing shrub,
with strongly-marked foliage, and branches
spread somewhat horizontally § these produce
at each bud  globular head of pure white
flowers, which are so thickly set upon the
plant_=2s almost to hide the foliage. ftisa
very beautiful shrub.

Weigela rosea is a well-cstablished favorite,
but not seen as often as it should be, for

such plants have.

—

Or all ' nuthing can exeeed its losely apple blosum- ;

culored flowers intermined with its: Lively
green fuliage,  There is a vasivgated-leaved
variety which has lighter-colored flowers; it
is one of the best variegated-leaved shravs we
lave, retaining its variegation through the
heat of summer, and at the same time being
fiee from that sickly appearance which wany
Another variety has lately
been introduced under the name of W, nived,
which produces pure white flowers; it is veny
beautitul and useful in bouguets. It must
not be contounded with another variety
known as W. alba, the blossoms of which, as
they become old, change to pale rose-color.

Stuartia virginiea and S. pentagynia are
highly ornamental shrubs, but somewhat
scaree in the murseries.  ‘They grow from five
to §ix or more feet high, blooming from July
to September.  “The first has pure white
flowers, with bright purple stmens: the
uther bas cremm-colored flowers. The flowers
are very large, from two and a half' to three
inches i disuneter, and very much resembling
those of the single White Camellia.

The above colleetion of twenty -five decidu-
ous tlowering shrubs comprize the creme de la
creme of the catalogues of our leading
nurserymen, and we jeel assured that such
of our readers as may obtain them will be
well satistied with them——Harpers” Buzaar.

DIRECTIONS TOR THE CULTIV.A-
TION OI' ANNUAL FLOWERS.

Notwithstanding the hardy and permanens
character of perennial plants amd lowering
shrubs, and their pecaliar fitness for gardens
and pleasure-grounds, where little is necded,
which will always make them favorites in
every ornamental plantation, the Hanpy
ANNvaLs otill have a beanty of their own,
and possess gualities and merits which few
other plants can claim.  However so much
we may admive the gorgeons display of the
various bedding-plants, now so popular, yet a
continnous and auinterrupted show ot tlowus
from June o October cannot be obtained
without the aid of the annuals: and i to this

|
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Japan, aud Now Hollaud bave been opened
to us i pew order of things bas begun. “Lbe
tlorists, tow, with fresh matenal, have worked
with o will; and the Douable Zimua, Double
Portulaca, Double Aster, Double Heddewiai
Piok, and a host of others, are the results of
ther Jaburs devoted to aelass of plants des-
tined by their diverity ot colurs and continu-
vus Lloont to hold & prounuent place i the
alfections of all lovers of beauttul plants.

We theretore makhe no apolugy tor mving
afew brict hints on the cultivation of the
favorite annuals, as well as some of the showy
biennials and perennials, equally important
in the decoration of the flower-border.

ANNUALS,

Amwong florists and cardeners, the term
“annual” is given to those plants which are
sown in the spring, bloom and seed in the
summer, and soon afterwards perish. .\ few
are included among annuals, hke the Marvel
of Pern, &e.. beeause they flower the first
vear: but they are only anbual as regards
treatment. By cultivators they have heen
divided into three elassess viz.. JHardy, Haly-
hardy, and Tender dunuals—a very conveni-
ent elassifieation s and as suele we shall treat
of them here.

HARDY ANNUALS,

These are so called becawse they do not
regnire any artificial heat at any period of
their growtls, and are capable of enduring
any ordinary weather trom April to Novem-
ber: a trosty morning, not unusually in the
former mouth, or even in May, dving them
no injury.af advanced beyvowd the seed-leat.
My of them may be sown in autumn; and

. the young plants will make their appearance

}

carly in apring, and flower stronger than
when i is deterred Gl April.

The Swil and s Preparation—"The best
soil for annuals, and, indeed, tor most flower-

- tugg plants, whether biennials or peremnials, is
"o Bght, vich loam, neither 100 sandy nor too

4

we add the claim of novelty and variety of

color, we may well claim for the annuals a
place second to no other garden-flowers,
The ease with which they are raised from
sceds—the little expense  compared  with
bedding-plants,—their adaptation to all kinds

teur, the rapidity with they conne inte Yoo
(some ol them in 2 wmonth’s time), and the
infinite number of forms as well as vavieties of’
foliagre,—all combine to vender these hitherto
somewhat neglected plants the greatest trea-
sures of the garden,—* The tlowers for the
willion.”

stiti. Inosuch they grow readily, and attun
to great pertection of bloom, with but hide
vare ;s but it is hardly necessmy tosay that tew
prrsons have just such asoil < noris it possible
often tor the cultivator to have much choice,
He mst take such soil as he has, and make
the mostof” it and, by the application of

. proper manures, or sand or elay, he can bring
St tosueh a condition as to answer all the
Cpurposes of i flower-gavden, Moving large
of soilsy—the little trouble they give the ama-

Who dues not aduire the glowing colors |

aml vich snottling of the faverite Double
Balsam, or the magnificant Double JAster ?
the Larkspurs, with their stately spikes ol blue
or white or crimson blossoms 7 the massive-
uess and splendor of the Double Zinnias ?

the feathery spikes of the crimson Celesia,

which spavklein the sun? the flaunting colors
of the Double Poppies or the Double Dor-
talacas. now resembling  miniature  ruses ?
And where shall we find flowers that surpiss
in their delightful fragrance the Stock Gillies
and Mignonnette ?

Annuals, in fact, are the flowers.  Not long
ago, tuis, perhaps, could not be said; but,
since the treasures of Califorma, of Texas, of

nisses ot 2ol 15 very expensive: amd writers
who ahvise the addinon of rvich Yoam seem
not to be aware ot the ditlicalty of procuring
itbor the expense and labor attending the
sawe, Forothe complete garden of  the
wealthy, this way and should be done: but
the mass of coltivators need not fear of” ob-
tang gond veults without at. Deep and
thosough trenclung in the autumn, it possible,
and the application ot very ol deeayed
manure o leatsmould, will mive the amatear
a welleprepared wad sagable sml If the
sitnation of the gavden is low or damp, finst
ot all it should be well drained @ for. in addi-
tion to the njury from excestve masture,
sueh soils are cobd, and the young plants arve
wjured by early frosts, when they would
eseape damage i one of the opposite charac-
ter . noither should the situation be too dry,
as. in this case, the phonts sould saffer i
sumer, and present 2 meagre in_place of
vigorous bloom.  Where the soil is too light,
a thin layer ot clay, if to b had, spread over
the surtiee in the antwmnn, and dug in, after
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being pulverized by the winter trosts, in the
spring, is the best vemedy.  This, with the
use of old manure,~that which has lain a
year or more, and been frequently turned
over till 1t hecomes thoroughly decayed,—will
keep the gavden m good condition. No un-
varying rules ¢an be given: much must he
left to the judement of the amateur. Ile
must understand  that the soil of a good
garden shoold be decp, well pulverized, triable,
and rich . and it the opposite, to make it as
near that as possible.

Whenthe ower-garden is to be a specialty, 1

—a pieee of ground set apavt for that object,
and laid out in weometrical order, and all the
beds edged with box or thrift,—~then more
pains cught to be taken; and those who are
about 10 do this, if they have not the reguisite
information, will consult something move than
a catalogne.  Ouwr hints are intended for the
mass of the people who love flowers, who
have but little leisure, and do not wish to
inear great expense in the gratification of
theie taste~=Lpam Hendersun and Fleming's
Catuloyue.

ADVERTISEMENTS!

GREGORY'S
Illustrated Catalogue

GARDEN & FLOWER SEEDS.

HAVING in former yearsintroduced to the public
the Hubbard Squach, American Turban Squash,
Marblehead Mammoth Cabbage, Mexican Sweet
Corn, Phinney's Water-Mclon, Brown's New Diwarf
Marrowfat Pea, Boston Curled Lettuce, and other
NEW & VALUABLE VEGETABLES,
with the return of another scason I am again pre-

ared to supply the public with Vegetable and
llower Seeds of the purest qualty. My annual
Catalogue 13 now ready, and will Le sent free to all.
It abounds in tine engravings, many of which were
taken from photographs ot the vegetables them-
selves. 1t has nut only novelties, but all the stand-
ard vegetables of the farm and garden, (over one
hundred of which are of my own growing,) and a
carefully selccted hat of Flower Seeds.

Al iy reed s sold under three warrants,—1st:
That all money sent shall veach me. 2nd: That all
seed ordered shall reach the purchaser. 3rd. That |
mysecd shall be fresh, and true to name.  Uinvite all
to send 1or catalegues, both fur themselves and their

friends.
JAMES J. H. GREGORY,
Feb. 3871, MarpBLEAEAD, Mass.
« GET THE BEST.”
THE

- BLANCHARD CHURN

IS in eviry respect the best ever offered forsale. 1t
is simple, cheap, durable. It Churns, Works and
Salts without change of Dusher or touching the
Butter. Iive sizes made.

30,000

now in actual use.  Sold by all dealers in really

Jirst-class Farm Machinery. ” For Churns, Agencies, |
Descriptive Circulars and Fifty Dollar Prize Butter 3
Essay, address Sole Manudacturers,

PORTER BLANCHARD’S SONS,

CONCORD, K. H.,
or their Wholesale Apents,

R. 1. ALLEN & CO.,

Fed. 1871, P. 0. Bex 316, N. Y. City.

WANIED!

By the Onslow Agricultural Society, a Thorough-
Bred AYRSUIRE BULL. Any party having one
or two to dispuse of will please correspond with the
Seerctary. WM. BLAIR,

Jan'y, 1871, Sec’y 0. A. Society.

PROSPECTUS

OF TUHE

~ N ~™ )IE\TD

FIRESIDE FRIEND!

A monthly Periodical for the Ilome Circle, de-
voted to Literature, Science, tlealth, Amusement
and uselul infosmation; containing furty-cight three
colutun pages to the number, tilled with Choice
Stories, Sketches and Poems {rom the pens of the
best writers of America,

Arieles on biientitiv subjects, Health and Re-
form; a department for the children, filled with in-
strucin e and amasing artides; a Masonic depar-
went, containing  information  valuable to the
members of the Fratermty; a Temperance depart-
ment, in which will be advocated those principles
without which there can be no happy homes or pure
moras; Brlllant Seraps and Diamonds of Thought
gathered from correrpondents and other sources,
and arranged with cave, making it eminently suited
rFoi THE HoME Circry of every family in the
land.

TERMS—ALWAYS IN ADVANCE.

1 Copy.ONe ¥OaT- e vvnoreasannsen IR TPTUPPPIPN $2.00
BCoples, i 5
4 “ . G‘oo
5 * and oue to getter up of Club... 8490
8 (XY L0 0 “ ‘. 44 . 8‘00
11 “ " o “ “ ¢ 4 .. 16.00
ll 13 be " [ “ (1] 4 . 20.00

BEF™ VaLvarLE Premiems given to all who
get up Clubs at the regular subseription price, $2.00
per vear,  For particulars see Club lists,

Specimen copies sent free to amy address,

All letters rvelative to the Literary Department
must be addressed to the editar, .

J. WILLIAM VAN NAMEE.

All letters relative to Business must be addressed
to the publisher,

R. LEONIDAS HAMILTON,
Post- Oice Rox 1952, N. Y. Ciry.

Single copies, 20 cents. For sale by all News

Dealers. Jan'y, 1871.

- ——

HAY PRYI 38 WORKS,

RE
P. K. DEDERICK & CO.,
PATENTEES AND SOLE MANUFACTURERS,
Dedcerick's Patent Progressive Lever Presses aro bad
ing at least two-thirds of tho hay, straw, &¢., baled in
the eountry, and are famifiarly known everywhere as tho

best Presses. 34 different sizes of Horse, Hand and
Power Presses,forbaling bay, straw, cotton, hemp, hops,
cloth, hides, xmoss, husks, broom corn, &c. Send for
Illustrated Catalogue, giving Sizes, Prices, snd much
other information useful to the farmer, planter, packer
and shipper. Do not wait until 3achines are wanted,
i]hcn ordoxl-hiln h:;s(o!—fbut p%st yoxérsclf in scason. We

12rgo nothing for {nformation. Statoyour transporta.
tion ?:cnmcs, market, &c. Annnms.y

®, K. DEDERICK & CO., Albany, N. Y.
Oct- 31,

AN INCREASE OF RICH
MILX AIND BUTTER

is produced in every ease where the

ARABIAN SPICE

is nsed. Ilorses run down andin low condition
are soon brought round. Ragged, beggarly Jook-
ing Sheep are clothed with a flecce of valuable
wool in an astonishing short space of time. The
squeeling Pigr soon begomes fat and happy when
fed on food seasoned with the Arabian Spice.

The ARABIAN SPICE is warranted to surpass
anything vet introduced for Poulty.

A s o+ " e oa i et e S e

Sold in tins 373 cents and $1 cach.

Wholesale from WOOLRICH'S English Phar-
macy, Upper Water Strect, Halifax,

June, 1870.

AGRICULTURAL BONE MILL

TIHIS MILL is now in full operation, and lurgoe
quantities ot Bones are offered for sale.

The Mill 18 under supervision of the Board of
Agriculture of Nova Scotia, and all Bones sold at
the establishment ave genuine.

PRICES,
....524.00
30,00

Delwered free of charge, on bLeard the Cars at
Richmeond Depot.

Purchasers will save trouble by sending their
own bags, which, together with wders, may be left
at Stantord's Leather Store, 26 VVater Stteet. .

JAMES STANTORD.
Halifaz, N.S., June, 1868.

ALFRED NSAUNDERS,

(ite Secretary Royal Jersey Agrleultural and Horticul-
tural Soclety. Formerly of the Royal Botanice
Gardens, Kew, London),

SEEDSMAN,
168 Argyle St., Opposite J. Northup & Bons,
HALIFAX, N.S.

CALLS particular attention to his newly imported
stock of Alsyke and other Clovers, Grass Seeds,
Mangles, Swede and other Tumips, Peas, Beans,
Vegetable and Flower Seeds, comprising all the
most esteemed vaticties in cultivation, which he is
prepared to sell at the lowest remunerative prices.

Agricultural Societies hberally dealt with, and
all orders promply executed. Descriptive Cata-
logues on application.

BRAHMA FOWLS!?

THE largest and finest in the world. DBred from
the oniginal Burynay importations from China, and
same stock as those sent by Mr. B. to

Her Majesty Queen Victoria,
which have taken Fizst Prizes at all the Fairs,
both in England and America, wherever shown.
For price and particulars, send stamp, and address
aug 20 P. 0. BOX 131, Melrose, laston.

BOAR FOR SALE.

BY the Agricultural Seciety at Noel and Maitland,
one White Chester BOAR, imported from Canada,
and sold at tuchmond, October 1867. His stock
far exceed the most sanguine expectations of the
members of said Society. Cause of sale is, that
there are svo many young sows after his hireed, that
he will not be as useful as heretofore.  Price $25.

ROBERT FAULKNER, Secy.

. . e . A Ve peBlr < Smeiham o= - ————

DEVON BULL WANTED!?

Auy persan having A PURE DEVON BULIL,
not under 2 vear old, tor eale, will please communi-
cate particulars, stating lowest price, 10 the * Secs
retary of the Union Agricultural Society ot Yar-

wmouth.”
JONN CRAWLEY dx., Secy.

.
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