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JACOP RECEIVING and all the scholars
*. TIDINGS OF were sad to hear that

. JOSEI'H.
{ Tws picture shows
the oid patriarchJacob,
receiving the glad tid-
jngs that his long lost
son, Joseph, whom he
bad mourned as dead
for many years, was
tlive,aud was governor
dver all the land of
aypt. * Aud Jacob's
1t fainted,” says the
ible, “and he believed
bem not.”  But when
@ saw the waggons
iich Joseph had sent
» § bring his aged father
d his household to
«vpt, then the spirit
Jacob revived, aud
said : “ It is enough,
‘eseph, my son, is yet
dgive; I will go and
e him before I die.”
e whole story is one
Frithe most interesting
s most wonderful
.g the Bible. I hope
f little readers of
L. # SuNBEAM will read
§for themselves in
& 420d and three
"Howing chapters of
“&esi&

she was sick.  This
httle boy thought a
wreat deal about her,
and would like to tuke
her sotuettung to shaw
het how he loved her
But he was poor, and
had notlunge that he
thought she would care
for, and no money to
buy  anvthing At
last he thought of s
Kitten,—his only pet.
So he tied a piece of
bruid around  pussy’s
neck, and put her i a
basket, and took her
te his teached’s home.

g

-y

When the girl who
came  to the  door
Jearned what he had,
she asked, “ Why, who
told von the mice hept
her avake at meht o™
I osuess Godl jnew
abwut 1, sand the hittle
Loy, feciing very happy
that his teacher would
really care so much for
his present. His
teacher smd it made
her almost well again
to know that her hittle
scholar loved her so.
She has the Kitten yet
‘though now 1t 15 an
old cat, and makes a
great pet of 1t

Wy —

e

-§ pEan little boy
of@ to the infant

He that cannot find

n: L He had a very Jacos Rzcxrving Tinises or Joszrn. cuough in Christ for a
el;; teacher whom he day, how can he ex-
ver Jdearly. Oneday g:;lt to find enough in

jvéas not at school for eternity 1



MORNING TIRAYER
g morning bright,
With rosy light,
Has waked me from my sleep;
Father, I own
Thy love alone
Thy little one doth keep.

All through the day,

1 humbly pray,

Be thou my guard and guide.
My sins forgive,

And let me live,

Plest Jesus, near thy side.

Oh, make thy rest
Within my breast,
Great Spirit of all grace;
Muke me like thee,
Then shall T be
Trepared to see thy face.
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BEGIN RIGHT.
OQut friends may wish us a Happy New
Vear, and do all they can to help us to this
happiness, but it depends largely upon our-
selves whether it bLe ours or mot.  True
Yiving, nat for self, but for others; doing
sot our will, but that of our Saviour, will
make us happy, though every outward
pleasure should fuil us, Therefore, it is all
jmportant that we should begin the year
yight, 1 the first day be consccrated to
Christ and spent in his service, if the first
week be devoted to duty, then the next and
the next, and so on through the fifty-two,

Then onward, ever onward, from strength
to strength we'll go,

‘While “grace for grace™ abundautly shall
from his fulness flow,

THE SUNBEAM.

To glory's full fruition, from glory’s foretaste
here,

Until his very presence crown our happiest
Now Year.

THE LUITLE COTTAGE MAIDEN.

WiaT was her name? 1do not know.
But she was a real little girl, cight years
old, with bright eyes and geutle ways.

She lived in a cottage with her mother
only a few steps from the church. She
liked to knit and sew and siug.

One day when this little girl sat by a
fence, a gentleman stopped to talk with
her.

“How many brothers and sisters have
you?”

T'wo of her brothers were far awsy on the
sea; two lived in a town near by; while a
brother and sister were buried in the
churchyard. How many will she say there
are? Mark! this is what she said:

« Oh, master, we are seven.”

«How can that be 2" thought the gentle-
man. He counted. “Two are in heaven,”
he said. He was sure that there were only
five left in this world. But the little girl
shook her head, and said over and over
again, * We are seven.” .

She told him how she would take her
kuitting and sit by the little graves in the
churchyard, and sing—sweet hymns, per-
haps.

Though her brother and sister were in
lieaven, she counted them with her other
brothers and sisters. We may do this, for
we do not really lose our friends when they
die and go to Jesus. By-and-bye we
shall see them in a beautiful new home in
heaven.

The gentleman went home and wrote
some pretty verses about the little girl, and
called the story “ We are Seven.” Ask
mother to read the verses to you.

«WHAT 1¥ I HAD BEEN DEATH?”
Rev. DR. Xiop, of Aberdeen, was very

cccentric, and had his own way of doing
things. One of his people used to tell: 1
was busy in my shop when, in the midst of
my work, in stepped the Doctor. “Did you
expect me?” was his abrupt inquiry,
without even waiting for a salutation. *No,”
was my reply. “What if 1 bad been
doath 7" he asked, when at once he stepped
out as abruptly as he came, and was gone
almost before I knew it.

What a question! What a thought for
overy one of us! Does not death come to
most, if not to all, as unexpectedly as this?

Doesn't the inquiry impress the lesson
from our Saviour's lips: “Be ye also ready,

for in such an hour as ye think not, the Son
of man cometh 1™

A LEPFTER TO BO-PEEP.

1 woulb like to know Bo-peep,
Where you feed your sheep,

In the warm, bright summer weather.
1s it amongst the hills
And the little laughing rills,

And the bonny, blooming heather?

Yes, and if they should stray,
From me too far away,
1 must seek until 1 find them;
Or the eagle fierce, you know,
Aud the great hooked crow,
Might peck out their eyes and blind them.

LEARNING TO SPELL.
ARTHUR is a bright little fellow, just
beginning his education. A short time
gince, in the presence of visitors, he came
running to his uncle, exclaiming, “ O uncle,
1 can spell sun!”

“Vary well; let us hear,” answered the
uncle.
“S.u-n, sun.”
“That is right. Now let us hear you
spell another kind of son?"” :
Arthur's face wore a puzzle expression
for a time, but soon brightened with an
inspiration as he suug out, “M-u-n, moon?”
This was greeted with applauding laugh-
ter. ‘The uncle then said, “ Are you your
papa’s son?”
“Yes, sir.”
“Very well; spell that kind of a son.”
«M-¢, me!” triumphantly shouted the
little chap, to the confusion of his uncle and
the glee of the others—Dew Drop.

WHAT WINNIE THOUGHT.

«Now do you suppose,” said Johnny, as
his little cousin laid away her largest,
rosiest apple for a sick gitl, « that God cas -
about all such little things we children do
1 guess he is too busy taking care of the,
big folks to notice us much.” .

Winnie shook her head and pointed to,
mamma, who had just lifted baby from his
crib: “Do you think mamma is so busy
with the big folks—helping the gitls off to}
school and papa to his office—that she for
gets the little ones? She just thinks o 1
baby first, "cause he's the littlest and needy,
it most. Aud don't you think God know
how to love as well as mamma does, Johnn!

Gray1”
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CoastinNu,

CUASTING.

Ovur little friend’s seem somewhat fright--
ened by their coasting adventure, The'
little girl hugs her brother as tight as she,
cau. I hope they will get to the bottom of .
the hill all right.  If they should rmn into!
a bush or stone they might get badly
hurt.

AMOS AND THE NAILS.

“ AM0S, here is a hammer and it keg of
nails; I wish every time you do a wrong
thing, to drive one of these nails into this

. post.”
© e« Well, father, T will,” said Amos.

After awhile Amos came to his father
. and said, “1I bave used all the nails; the

Keg is empty.”

His father went to the spot, and foundi
ithe post black with nails. “Amos,” said!
he “have you done somcthing wrong for;
cach of those nails 2"

“ Yes, sir,” said the boy.

“Amos,” said the father sorrowfully,!

“ Will you not turn ubout aud try to be a
good boy ?’

Amos thought & moment and then said,
“ Father, I'll try.”

“Very well,” said his father, * Now take
the hamumer, and every time you do a goud
act, or resist a wrong one, draw out a nail
and put it into the keg again.”

After some time the Loy came to his
father and said, * Come, father, see the nails
in the keg again. 1 have pulled out a nail
for every good act, and nuw the keg is full
again,”

“1 am glad my son,” said the father,
* but see, the marks of the uails remain”

————— - > - G—— -~
GOD HEARS.

Froy the far blue heaven,
Where the angels dwell,
God looks down on children,
Whom he loves so well.

He will hear their praying,
In the day or night,

Aud with gentle kinduess
Guide their steps aright,

Sttt

A KISS Foll MAMMA

Tur car was all rendy, the aeronaut sayimy
A few last words ere he saled away
To the far, Liue shy, where the snubeams
straying
Made perfect the glortous sututuet day

Winle  thousunds thousainds

and
sathenng nygh,
Fo wish lnm good jowrney, and bid b

;_:tmd-l,.\'v,

Wette

A wee httle mad with her sunuy  han
fulling
Bk from bt Twegutiful childich Lrow,
Sprang aw, v from her nurse, her baby vole
calling ;
“An pease M Man, mayv 1 do now 7
P want to do up wiv "wo in ‘e sky
Totind wy own maanma an’ tiss ‘er dood-
byve”

Ho hissed the sweet fuce, while the tear-
drops were shining
On many a check hardened with care .
He unclasped the arms round lus neck
fondly twining
Aund sailed from the hule one stunding
there;
But a sweet voice rose to him, cleas and
free,
Tell wamma 1's dvod dirl, an’ tiss ‘er fo’
me !

“

—Wide dirake,

———— o
A SHEPHERD-BOY'S PRAYER.

A LrTLE lad was keeping his sheep one
Sunday morning. The bells were ringiuy
for church, and the people were going over
the fields, when the little fellow tegan to
think that he too would hke to pmy
(iod.  But what could he say ? for he had
never learned any praver. So he knelt
down and commenced the alphabet—A, R,
C, D,and so on to Z. A gentleman hap-
pening to pass un the other side of the
hedge heard the lad’s voice, and looking
through the bushes saw the hude fellow
kneeling, with folded hands and closed eves,
saying “A, IR, C.” )

* What are you doiny, my hittle man ?”

The lad looked up
praying.”

“ Rut what were vou .oy'ng your letters
for ¢”

“ Why, I didn’t know 1y prayer, only 1
felt that 1 wanted God to take care of 1we
and help me take care of the sheep  So
thought if I said all I knew he would put
it together and spell all 1 wanted”

* Bless your heart, wy little man, he will,
he will, be will.  When the heart speaks
right, the lips can’t say wrong.”

The prayer that goes to heaven comes
from the heart.—7The Sunday Hour.

* Ulesse, sir, T was
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HEATHEN CHILDREN.

Dioks not Jesus lave the chldien
Who now dwell in heathen lands?

Would he give them hhe blessing,
Fay on them s genthe hands ¢

Yes, oh, yes! the Saviour's pity
Fanntiess and censeless flows

And he died that he might resone
Them, with you, from endless woes,

And ho bids you send the knowledge
Of His love to them afar,- -

To the chibdien who in darkness
See not our bright Mornmg St

Oh ! be enrnest that the tidings
Which to you such metcies bring

May go forth to scatter wladness,
Making all the desert sing.

sedr oo

CHILDREN AND TREE-FROGS,

Wity 1 was a small boy | heard a
minister say: “Childien are like little
tree-frogs.” 1 wondered what  he could
mean by such words as these, for 1 conld sec
1o resemblance hotween children and tice-
frops.  * It is said,” remarked the winister,
“that the tree-fings become the colour of
the bark of whatever kind of a tree they are
on” And hesaid: “Little boys and girls
are like them in this way : they partake of
the habits of the children with whom they
keep company.  If they play with bad chil-
dren, they will be likely soon to {form the
same bad babits which they practise” O
how true were his words ‘—Sunshine.
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RC. 587 Lesson 1V, Jan. 24,

CAPTIVITY oF JUDAH.

2 Ring~ 25, 1-12. Cemmit 8o memory vs. 11, 1.
GOLDEN TENT.

Ry the rivers of Rabylon, there we sat
down, yea, we wept, when we remembered

Zion. Psa. 137. 1.
OUTLINE,
1. A Besicged City, v, 1-3.
2. A Captured King, v. 4-7.
3. A Destroyed City, v, 8-10.
4. A Captive Peaple,v. 11,12,

QUESTIONS FUR HOME STUDY.
Who besicged Jerusalem in the reign of
Zedekiah 7 Nebuchadnezzar, king of Baby-

lon,
How long did his army surround it? A

year and a half.

THE SUNBEAM,

\What
obliged to do 2
Who pursued them?

and <y,

What befell Zedekinh ?
prisoner.

What wus the fute of his sons?
wete Killed before hus eyes,

What was Nebuchwdnezzar's command
for Zedekinh 7 That his cyes be put out
and he be thrown into prison,

What was done to Jerusalem 7 The holy
temple and all the walls and honses were
butned.

Why did they do this?  So as to entirely
destroy the city.

wis  Zedekah and  Ins soldias
To tly by night.
Nebuchadunezzar

He wag taken

They

What became of the people’  Many
wete kelled
What of thuse who were spared 2 Nearly

all were carried as slaves to heathen lands.
(Repeat the Gorpes Texr)

Why did the people of Judah have such
trouble und sorrow ? DBecause they left the
Lord of their fathers and howed down to
idols,

Did their idols give them help?
they bad no power t do so.

Could God have helped them? Yes, if they
had trusted in him.

What does God always give his people ?
Victory aver their enemies,

No;

WoRDS WITH LITTLE PEOPLE

Because the Jews obeyed not the com-
mandments of God, he let the king of
Babylon carry many of them away from
their  pleasant homes in Jerusalem as
captives. The Gorpex Tint tells you
where they went and how they felt.  Did
wrong-doing ever make you happy in the
end?  Which is better to do, disobey as
they did, or as in Job 36, 112

Docrrinat. Svacestion.~The wages f
sin,

Who was lLozrus?  One whom JJesus
loved, and raised to life when he had been
dead four days.

Whowas Martha! The sister of Lazarus,
who was too much tioubled in making a
feast for the Lord.

B.C. 604 Lissox V. [Jan. 31.
DANTEL IN BABYLON,

laxr, 1. 821, Canmil to memary ve. 20, 21.

(GOLBEN  TEXT.

Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse
his way! By taking heed thereto according
to thy word. [P'sa. 119. 9.

OUTLINE.

1. True to God, v. S-16.

2, Honoured of Men, v. 17-21,

QUENTIONS FORt HOME STUDY.

Who were among the captives carried
to Babylon? Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael,
and Azarlah.

What did the king comtand them todo?
To live in his palace, and cat and drink of
the meat and wine from his table,

Why did he wve this commund 2 He
wanted them trained for high places in his
court.

What did Daniel resolve in his heart ?
To keep the laws of tGiod.  (Repeat the
Goroey TexT.)

What was one of these laws? Al
Israclites were forbidden to eat of meat
killed by heathens.

What was Daniel’s request 7 That he
and his companions be given pulse and
water to eat and drink.

What did he mean by * pulse 2"
of fruit and vegetables.

Of what was the ruler afraid?
they wonld not thrive on such food.

What did Daniel ask themn to do?
try it ten days.

What was the result?  Daniel and his
friends were healthier and fairer than those
who ate of the king's meat.

What did Melzur do?
pulse.

With what did God bless his faithful
children? With learning and wisdow.

Of all the captive children, who were
chosen by the king to stand before Lim?
Daniel and lus friends.

How did he find them? Ten times
wiser than all the wise men in his country.

What always brings us blessings? Obe-
dience to God’s law.

A dict
That

To

He gave them

WORDS WITH LITTLE PEOPLE.

Daniel was tempted, but he was firm in
his purpose to do right, and God blessed
and prospered him.

“1 can't; it would make Jesus sorry,”
said a little girl, when tempted to do
wrong.

What do you say ?

“ If we from temptation flee,
Jesus all our strength will be.”

Docrrinaz StaasTioN.—God'’s watchful
care.

CATECHISM QUESTIONS.

Who was Mary, the sister of Martha?
The woman that chose the good part, and
sat at the feet of Jusus, and heard His
word.

Who were the apostles? Those twelve
disciples whow Christ chose to be the first
preachers of His gospel and rulers of His
Church,



