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WHAT THE BACON HOQ MUST BE

Hog-raising is already prosperous in the province of Quebec

TnTil r "' "'"^"1
'f/cT,'^"^^

"' ^''^ ^' '^ inhabitants!
In 1901 there were only 245. The increase is tlierefore imix.rtant.Must we conclude that progress in this line can make nr, furtherheadway ? I beleive in such a country as the province of Ouebec
where dairymg ,s so well developped, leaving skim milk and vThey as
by-product, that the number of hogs could be doubled and perhaps
tripled. I even know enthousiasts, who would like us to quadruple
the hog population of this province.

We have seen, that there are over 760.000 dairy cows in the
province; now, there is no doubt that the ration of 2 to 3 oies can
easily be completed by the skim milk of one cow. Therfore the hog
population couW easily attain 2.000-,000. •

Do not fear an under selling price. The British market, which
IS partly supplied by Canada, can easily disp;;se of a larger amount
of bacon than is produced by our Canadian br^ders. And a look
over the statistics will convince us of the fact.

The British market disposes of an avarage of about 150000
nogs weekly,

'

70,000 are supplied by United States
35,000 " •' " Denmark
30,000 .

" " « Canada
10,000 " " " Ireland
5,000 " " " Europe.

Therefore Canada does not supply 20 p.c. of the demand. And
yet, we mu^ remember that 75 p.c. to 80 p^ of the bacon exported
comes from Ontario. Then we can conclude that the hog production
can take a still larger extension.

si '.
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War has temporal. ly niodit'ied the Hritish market. England im-

ports very little from Denmark who retains her food supplies for

herself, or sells them to Germany at a very high price. Canada
has temporarily replaced Denmark in the supply of bacon. Our
bacon hog exportations have increas» i as follows :

1914.—23/>20,821 lbs.

1QI5.—72.036.025 ms. '

1916.- 149, 150,30«) lbs.

But after the war, Denmark shall again become dangerously in

opposition and to retain the British market, and also to partly satisfy

the local market, a^ well determined type of bacon hog must be pro-

duced.

It is up to us to satisfy tht* consimier. who manifests his taste,

outlines the product he desires, and if we wish to obtain top-^prices,

we must live up to his exigencies.

Through the pack ng houses, the r-msumer damands little fat

pork, he looks for interlarded i)()rk; half fat, firm and of good qua-

lity. Having consulted the directors of the different packing-hou-

ses of M—^treal, I am certain that satisfaction will be given by

producing a hog of the following description :

Live weight \8(X to 220^ lbs. on an ampty stomach seems to be

the ideaJ weight.

Aged 5 to 7 months, younger hogs often produce a soft bacon;

and older ones are undesirable. In the Province of Quebec, we have

often noticed that hogs still lacked weight and finish at 9 or 10 months
of age. Exaggerated economy becomes very costly in this case.

MODERATELY FAT, so as to have a 1»^ inch layer of fat and
as uniform as possible. With a straight and well filled side; that is

very straight from the thigh to the point of the shoulder.

FIRM LARD (fat), so as not to melt in summer temperature.

We shall study what there is to do so as to prodiKe this type of

hog which is in great demand, and exactly the one which is advanta-

geous, which will give profits. Canadian, Danish and American ex-

l)eriments prove it.
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Profeswr Htnry dtw an exptrlrmnt which is vtry conclusif

ho. r/r-fSvitrr. r„r^-:''-
'^"' "« --^ •-'

Weight of hoicii Pe«l«rtenpM-day Oainperday ' «^'J "tenper i

iixj Ibd of KuiiFrom 15 to ^Ibs
From 50 to lOOJbs

From 100 to 150W)s

From 150 to 2001bs
From 200 to 250H)s
From 250 to 3001bs
From 300 to 3.50tt)s

2.2

3.4

4.8

5.9

6.6

7.4

7.5

0.8

0.8

1.1

1.2

^.3

1.5

1.4

2^)i

400

437

482

498

511

535

oo
Kuin

The Denmark experiments at Copenhogen gave similar results.

Weight of hogN

From 35 to 75lbs

From 115 to 1551bs

From 155 to 1951bs

From 195 to 2351hs
From 235 to 275lbs
From 275 to 315lbs

Grain per luo IIm gain

3761bs

4661bs

5131bs

5401bs

'6141bs

6391bs

si,If, r^ .S.l^"^.^^
experimental farm, obtained similar, re-

wi^h? tir^ ^n' '' ''°"^>' '" ^'""^ ^^' ^hen their livew«ght ,s between 180 and 2001bs". The hog which Mr. Grisdalefmds economical is just the type demanded by the market.
There is no room for hesitation. The Americans who can dis-

oX '"""^T '!;" ^"u'
^"' P*"^"*^^ '^' ^^'^ ^^S and here inQuebec, we will produce the bacon hog. which sells at the top-notch"

• Now, how is this type of. hug produced ?

We can produce this hog," by selecting parents having the de-

'

sired conformation and giving the young hog abundant food, chosenm such a way as to produce firm fat.

The parents must be of following conformation.
Long, as long as possible.

Deep, very deep.
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Moderately wide.

Rectangular rather than cylindrical.

Top-line straight or slightly convex.

Side-lines straight from the angular part of the hind leg to the

shoulder. A very angular shoulder is a defect even for the male.

Under-line straight.

Extremities fine but without exaggeration, and solid.

Clean head.

Feeding as well as heredity, will .ict upon the preparation of the

li(»g. ('mod feeding shouln l)e practised during youth, even when the

Noung are still suckling, for it is proved that hog production is parti

culiarly economical at this period of age.

One could scarcely feed tne nursing' sow too well. Very often

the dam grows thin and the young thrive very little; liecause the

dam's ration is not sulTicient. The dam should be always furnished

tjrt'en forage (»r roots, and a lil)eral supply of concentrates.

Weaning can take place when the young are 4 weeks old, thouj^li

it would Ik preferable to wait until they are 2 monts of age, and

leaching them to eat from the trough as soon as possible.

After weaning and until, the hogs weigh from 120 to 130 lbs

(? to 6 nK>nth) the most advantageous feeds are pasture, soilinjj:

crops or roi>ts with a supplement of grain.

Danish exjKriments i>ermit us to estimate that f)00 lbs of skim-

milk or SOOlbs of roots are equal t) 100 lbs of grain.

Skim-milk has its greatest value when only 31bs to 1 of meal are

given; 3271bs of skim-milk being equal to lOOlbs of grain. Roots

(turnips, l)eets) are worth ^^ the value of grain, when fed in equal

weight, that is 4001bs of roots costing $0"40, can replace lOOlbs of

grain worth $2.00, 4>^ lbs of green clover were worth lib of grain

in certain esperiments.

One can easily see the advantage of skim-milk, roots and soiling

crops in the ration of hogs.

No doubt the hog will not be as fat, but will have a better frame-

work than if fed on grain alone ile will have a more solid flesh,
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^UM more vigourcH.. .nd b. b..«r prepare! for U.. final fattening

Mr, Grisdale'i experiment on this point is very inter»ii>... „,^-ng tha, a good sufficient btn limited ratio" ^"'e IrT Ir'om
;J and pr«i„c,ng the gain on a cheaper ,„Js than t"e uniS

Yorkshire Boar
The b«st breed for hacoii

From the Oominiun live-stock branch

H%.s thus prepared, arc easily finished by the use of a niore con-
•ntrated ration during the last period of fattening.

A certain quantity of bacon produced is soft and is a 2nd class

.ftnTsl T"'^""^'"^
^ '°''''^'' P"'^- ^^^^ ^'^ the causes of this

They arc no doubt numerous. Following are the principle ones

:

1-^Hog being too young.

2.—Irregular-thriving and ill-health.

3.—Lack of exercice.

I
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4.—Cold temperature, Kellner in Germany and Trips in

Denmark, have remarked that hogs fattened in coM quarters gave

a softer pork than those fattened in warmer quarters.

5.—Certain foods. The numerous experiments made by Mr.

Shutt of Ottawa and professor Day of the Ont. Agricultural Colle-

ge, have given evidence upon the bad effect of corn and beans in the

production of firm bacon. Kellner fed a ration of 80 p.c. corn and

20 p.c. palmetto-cake which produced a very firm pork.

The results obtained by M. Shutt, must be remembered. Skim

milk with corn gave a firm bacon. This is very interesting for the

( Hicljec fiirmer who can disix)se of an immense quantity of skim-milk.

Turnips, mangels, and especially sugar-beets fed in a ration of

half corn, half mixed grains and skim milk gave a remarquably firm

bacon.

This is very interesting because these are economical feeds eisilv

produced. •

I sincerely beleive that in making a good selection of the pirenis

(especially the sire) and practising an intelligent breeditirj, bv privinT

an abundant, economical ration (without exaggeration), b the u-^c

of skim-milk, you can easily produce the type of hog demanded by

the packii^-houses.

The packing-houses will no doubt, in the near future, pay ex-

traordinary high prices. You certainly would be at fault, did you

not take the advantages offered by the present market.

Breed a large quantity of bacon hogs.








