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RADCLIFFE COLLEGE

CAMBRIDGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS

Dear Mr. Currie:

I have your letter of April 29. I am very sorry indeed

that you cannot come to us on our Commencement Day.

Sincerely yours,

Principal A. W. Currie
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September
Fifth
1922.

Dear Sir:-

I was instructed by the Principal to
agknowledge receipt of your letter of August 28th,
with reference to the purchase by the Goverrnment of
radium for the use of the University of Montreal.

2ir Arthur left last Priday on the

u
Board of Trade continental tour and as your letter
only arrived that morning he 4id not have an
opportunity of answering it. He will communicate
with you upon hie return to Montreal the first of
October.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Principel’s Secretary.
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Bones Le 4« Taccheresu,
srime Yinister of Province of tuebec,
._u'ﬂ‘f’t 253 L

rime iniagter:-

the arnouncement of the gift
of £100,000. from the Govermment of the Province of
weboc towsrds the sstablishment of a Redium Inztitute
in conmection with the University of liontreal has been
noted with interest and appreciation by MeGill Universlity.

sccording to & report in the Gasette
this morning, Auguet 26th, it sppears that only 6%
of that amount is to be expenddd in the purchase of
redium snd that the balance will be used for the
purchese of the intricate and costly cpparatus reguired
for the collection of radium emanation, =nd for the
geourinzg of a properly trained staff. May I respectifully
point out that McGill iniversity ie peculliarly fitted to
sot 88 the custodian of radium and TO ourry out researches
in cowneotion therewith., In the Tirst plagce thore ia
already installed in the M omald Physics Puilding of
this University the negescary faeilities for the storing
of radium and the apparstus and also the trained technieal
gtaff required for the ocollestionm of radium omonition.
woarly twenty years ago Sir "illiam Macdonald presented
to Hetill the sum of (10,000 worth of radium and purchased
st the same time the spparatus above mentioned. Slnce
thet time Motill Umiversity hes oocupled a most unique
position ss one of the agreat radium centres in the world.

Mey I remind you that the laws of radio-
aetivity were first discovered at HoGill University. This
discovery was m)y rpofecsoy Nrnest Rutherford, {now
sir Srmest Putherford) Frofossor Soddy nnd their sssociated.

%he sucoe~sors of these gentlemen Professor Parnes,
Professor Ive and Professor Sray (the latter Iwo AXe now
on the staff of Modill) have contimued to extend the work
and have attained grest eminemce as original rososrehers




jn radio-sctivity. %o place in the world is better
known or longer known ng o ceéentre of radium study than
g‘j‘.; ¥ ill o

In the secord pla t 1% will Yve
universally aoimowledged that jedical Schoel
is one of the groat medicel sch g of the world., Nany
of the dootors on its stafi profesvors of the
medical sclences have been keen students of the
medicinal value of radium emaenation. Meiill has the
trained staff already; it has the necessary apparatus
already: it has a long established reputation as a
radium centre and as a preat mediocsl school, and I
telieve that the scientific' world #ill Ye at a loss %o
undergtand why Mesill Urniversity ahould have bhoen
ignored wzhen it came to the mattor of setting up &
rodiun institution. They will consider 1t & pity if so
large & proportion of the gonercus grant by the Govern-
ment of the Frovinaee of _uebeo is used for any other
purpose than for the purchase of radium in view of the
faot that the apparatus and the trained staff already
exist In ‘‘ontreal,

I would, thorefore,rospectfully suggest
that the whole of the {100,000, be expendad in the rure
chegse of radium and that the Government entrust this
radium to & committee of speciaslists to be called "The
Radiom Institute' of the Province of Juebes'. The
committes or inetitute stould be composed of dlstinguished
surgeons snd physiclans, both French and inglish, who
have already had oxperience in radium work. There should
al8o be on the committee at least ome or two members who
have attained distinetion in pure soience research and
radio-notivity, The members of the committee should
serve without pay snd the duty of the committes should be
t0 control the dietritution of radium emanation among tis
research institutes, hospitales and individual phyeicians
of the Provinee in such & way as 10 serve the best
interests of the public.




Hone L. A« Taschereau - 2 -

Omé very importent function of the sommittee
would be to choose carefully the persons and the
institutes to be entrusted with the emanstion. The
curative properties of radium ere by no moans fully
underetood. It is undoubtedly useful ir some types of
cancer and other diseases, but it is apparently useless
and possibly harmful in others., It is, therefore, of
the utmost importance that supplies of materisl should
only be given to those who will use it properly, study
its effeots csrefully and report the effects without
prejudice to the committee and to the profassion at
large.

I have brought this metter to your
attention, believing that my suggestion will result

in the greatest solentific benefite being derived from
the money voted bty your Government erd thas, I krnow,
to be your only desire,

I have the honour to be,
2ir,

Tour obedient servant,

Principal.




Personal.

Hon. 4. Wicol,
Provincial Treasurer,
nebec, P.Q.

Dear Mr. Yicol:-

I am enclosing herewith a letter
which I have today addressed to the Prime Minister.

I think I may add little to what I
have said to him, but to me, and to many others,
it is altogether inexplicable and unjustifiable
for the Government of the Province to choose the
University of Montreal in preference to McGill or
in preference to setting up an independent Radium
Commission. The Goverrment seem to have forgotten
thet since the days of Professors Rutherford and
Soddy MeGill has been one of the first centres in
the world for the study of radium. Rutherford was
the men who first discovered the principles of radio-
activity.

I believe the Government have voted this
money in the hope that the medicinal value of radium
may become more thoroughly known and understood. Curely
it cannot be contended that the mediocal school of the
University of lMontreal ranks with the medical school
of McGill University; nor does the University of Montreal
enjoy a reputation &s a radium centre at all comparable
to MeGill's.

My view is that the Covernment should set
up & radium commission who would sct as I have outlined
in my letter to Mr. Yaschereau, and that none of this
money should be spent for any other purpose than for the
purchase of radium. Why spend money for apparatus and




Principal.
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}{orward Step By Quebec

SOME ‘\}ime 820 "“we were able to give our readers
infolrmation in regard to important investiga-

tions and ‘tests which are still being carried on in

Great Britain in regard to the efficacy of radium as a |

eure for cancer, The tests were fairly successful, but
they had not proved conclusive. It iga re-
imarkable fact that notwithstanding.the development
of medical and surgical knowledge the dread disease
is still a great mystery. Its causes are not known
with any degree of certainty; and the sure remedies
for it are still an unwritten book. KXnowledge has
lovertaken other diseases which mnot many years
gince wera regarded as fatal. Today the fear of
diphtheria and_smallpox is greatly minimized; 'they
have been mastered. Tuberculosis can be cured.
Meningitis is no longer beyond the power of the phy-
sician. But cancer is yet to be conguered,

The Government of Quebec is now taking a step
forward in I'l_".g’d-T'd to this enemy of the race. The
sum of $100,000 is set aside for the establishment
of a radium institute for the purposes of experimen-
tal treatment of the disease. The Montreal Star re-
ferring to the matter regards this action of the gov-
ernment as “‘a splendid proof of the modernp outlook
and humanitarian sympathies of the administration.”

It i well; and tlie government is to be commend-
ed for applying the money to such a useful public
purpose, We have no doubt that other governments
in Canada as soon as their financial resources will
Bermit will be glad to follow the example of Quebec.

e may fervently hope that the time when there
11 be such an institute in every province is not
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PROPOSED RADIUM INSTITUTE.

The proposed gift from the Government of the Provinece of Quebec
of $100,000. towards the esteblishment of a Radium Instituts in con;
nection with the University of liontreal is noted with interest and
aporeciation.

It is respectfully submitted that a similar sum should be assigned
to MeGill University for the reasons stated below.

I. At the liacdonald Physies Building the theory of Radiocactivity
and the laws governing the radiations from radium, efc., were dis-
covered by Sir Ernest Rutherford and Professor Soddy. This work has
been and is being ecarried on by numerous successors, notably Professors
Barnes, Eve, Gray.

The important research work is hampered and restricted from
lack of an adequate supply of radium. The original gift of Sir William
Macdonald, magnificent at the time, supplied about 20 milligrams of
radium, altogether insufficient to-day. Well equipped laboratories now
require 1000 milligrams, costing about $100,000.

II1. If ¥cGill University received such a gift the following
results wonld follow.

A. The research work into the properties and physiecal
possibilities of radium conld be properly continmed and developed.

This is a necessary preliminary step.

B. The emanation from the radium supply coukd be collected
and issned to the Physiologists and Pathologists of keGill in order to
continue and develop research work on the effect of the radiations on
cell tissues and struetures. This is a necessary step towards cancer

regearch,

The supply of radium is not diminished b7 collection of the




continmously evolved gas, or emanation, which has properties as powerfnl
as the radium itself. In fact this distribution »f the emanation ia
the usual procedure.

C. Supplies of emanation could be issued in smsll sealed tubes to
the leading medical officers of the chief hospitals for the actual treat-

ment of patients.

A representative committee of chosen physicians would be re-

quired to control the issue.
This proposal of a grant to MeGill University is snggested
as a necessary and desirable step in addition to the proposed grant to
the Universitv of kontreal, not as an alfternative. Such a grant to
LeGill wonld be a great boon to the medieal profession associated bothwﬁfﬁ
the university and with the great hospitals in Kontreal, and in the

Province of Quebec.



















MEMORANDUE ON RADIUN INSTITUTE.

The Premier of this province, having indicated his intention
of giving substantial assistence to research in the properties and
medical uses of radium, it is respeetfully suggested that the most
effective way of giving this assistance will be for the Government to
expend the whole amount of the proposed grant in ths purchase of radium,
of which one gram will cost approximately $105,000.00, and that the
Government entrust this radium to a committee of specialists, who may,
if desirable, he called "The Radium Institute of the Province of Quebec™.

The committee, or Institute, shonld be comnosed of dig-
tingnished surgeons and physicians, both French and English, who have
alresdy hs gxperience in radium work. There should also be on the
committee at least one member who has attained distincetion in Pure
Science research on Radioactivity. The members should serve without
pay, and the duty of the committee shounld be to control the distribution
of radium emanation among the research institutions, hospitals and
individual physicians of the province in such & way as to serve the
best interests of the public.

HOTES:

I. Une gram of radium, costing approximately 100,000., is the
smallest quantity which is likely to prove effective. ' For example:
The Hadium Institute of lilew York has four grams, The Kiddlesex
Hospital, Tondon, five grame, snd son oum, but several guccessful
institutes in other parts of the world have only a single gram,
and this amount, if properly cared for and conserved, will supply
sufficient emanation for mediecal and scientific research and also
for hospital use in Montreal, aend a certain smount will slso be
available for distribution among competent privete practitioners
thronghout the province.

It shonld be noted that radium itself is not directly used
in medical work, nor to any great extent in Pure Science, but that
it gives off an emsnation, or gas, which poscesses radioasctive
properties. This emanation is collected by the use of suitable
spparatus and methods and sealed in small glasgs tubes for use as
required, the original radium in the meanwhile, without aporeciable
dimimmtion in quantity or activity, continuing to produce more of
the emanation.




While it is desirable that the committee should include
representatives of the leading medical colleges, both French and
English, and that the radium emanation should be supplied to those
institutions and persons (regardless of affiliation) who are most
competent to use it effectively, it may be pointed out that the
Physics Department of MceCill University is peeulisrly fitted to
act as custodian of the radium iiself. The 1laws of radioactivity
were first discovered at LeGill by %ir Ernest Rutherford, Professor
Soddy and their associates, and the sucecessors of these gentlemen,
Dr. Eve and Dr. Gray, have ccantinued and extendsd the werk, and
have attained great ominence as orlwxn“* researshers in radioactivity
Farthermore, the Macdonald rhyqlcs duilainp possesses the intricate
and very costly apparatns and also the trained technigsal staff re-
quired for the colleation of radinm emanation, and )c?i’l is thus
in a position to seocinre the larzest possible sunnly o7 emznation
for distribntion by the Committee.

One important function of the committee will be %o carefully
chonse the persons and 1nut; uites to be entrusted with the emanation.
The curative properties of radium are by no means fully understood.
It is undoubtedly nsefnl in some types of cancer and othar diseases,
but it is apparently useless, and pogsibly harmful, in others. It
is therefore of the 1fmoqt ‘mportanop that supplies of msterial
shonld only be given to those who will use if properly, study its
affects carefully, and report the effects without prejindice to
the committee and to the profession at large.
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An old mill. Even near Paris so lonely lh.n’v:‘m
‘has no need to dress to bathe’.

CANOE ERRANT

MAJOR R. RAVEN-HART

=F

uLM : “step-gables and half-timbering THE HALL OF LIBERATION : " superbly
and city walls and the Minster tower.” placed, white stone above green-blue
forests.”

DANUBE DANUBE




FROM THE AUTHOR’S INTRODUCTION

ANOE-CRUISING has occupied my summers for
the past five years, giving me some ten thousand
miles—from Liibeck in the north to Les Saintes-

Maries on the Mediterranean and Kotor on the Adriatic,
and from Budapest in the east to Nantes ; and even within
this area there must be another two thousand miles of
worth-while waterways, to say nothing of Poland and
Greece and Scandinavia and Finland, that canoer’s paradise.

I say “ canoe-cruising ” deliberately, rather than  canoe-
ing ”’, because to me the canoe is more a perfect means of
travel than a sport in itself. For this reason, my rivers
have very rarely been the difficult ones, although such
exist, and in abundance, for those who want that side of
canoeing. In fact, one of the outstanding advantages of
the sport is the enormous variety it offers, from rivers like
the Lech or Enns, which are as dangerous as many moun-
tain peaks, to ‘“arm-chair” rivers like the majority of
mine, where one is safer than on the average high-road
to-day.

This to answer in advance criticism by readers who like
“real sport”; and to assure them that they can get it
from canoeing.

Again, many people like to use the canoe as an acces-
sory; to camp somewhere, preferably in the wilds, to
cook, and perhaps even to hunt, their own food, canoeing
around the central fixed camp and returning there every
night. Given the suitable area this must be superb, but
such areas are rare in Europe, and cash has not yet allowed
me to try elsewhere, in New Zealand or North America
for instance. Personally, 1 prefer to move on every day,
to ““ cruise ” in fact, eating and sleeping at riverside inns
rather than camping and cooking, especially in Central
Europe where the foods are excitingly unknown and where



most of these inns have contracted themselves to the Canoe
Union as ““ Canoe Stations ”, guaranteeing me cheap food,
camp-beds or haylofts for 4d. or so, as well as real beds
should T feel luxurious, of course, always free garage for
my boat, and usually a free camping-site should I prefer this.
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JOHN MURRAY, ALBEMARLE StreeT, LONDON,




January 30
1936

Dear Sir,

I have your letter of the 18th January

with regard to the possibility of securing the co-
operation of a student in your proposed canoceing
tour in the summer. I will see if it is possible

to find someone and if I succeed I will let you know.

Yours very truly,

Major R. Raven-Hart,
"les Lavandes”,

La Cictat, (B.du R.)
FRANCE.




