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MUTUAL FORGIVENESS.

“Then eame Peter to Hiwm, and said, Leord,
howoft shall ruy brother sin wgainst me, and 1
forgive him 2. % * #* Until seventy times
sevenY—Muatt, xviii. 21, 23,

Go, look across yon wide expanse,
Where ocean’s countless waves extend,

Far as the straining eye can glance,
There seerns nor bound nor end.

Look upwards to the heavenly plain,
Glistening with beauteous orbs, and bright;
Thou canst not count the starry train,
Nor tell their stretch of light.

So is the merey, so the love
Of Him who made that deep, Llue sea,
And Lude the stars of glory rove
Throughout fmmcnsily.

Nay, infinite the wond’rous reach
Of God’s forgiving, healing love;

Beyond the grasp of human speech,
Or angel-tongue above.

Our mighty debt we cannot count,
God only can its fulness see;

Yet He remits the whole amount,
And speaks the debtor free.

How, then, can pardoned man restrain
Compassion’s yearnings w his breast 7

How bear to_give his fellow pain,
Unblessing, und tinblest 2- S

. No scanty measure he will know,
Who feels unnumber’d sins forgiven;
Nor seven times only mercy show,
But seventy times and seven.

Oft s liis brother may transgress
‘Will pitying love assert hier claim,
And bid him 'whisper peace, and bless
Allin a Saviour’s name.

Father of mercy shed within
"Each heart they love, and hope of Heaven;
May each forgive his brother’s sin,
As he has been forgiven!

THE . KEY OF THE COFFIN.

FROM THE GERMAN OF JEAN PAVL.

A mother knelt o’er bier loved one’s tomb,
And her eyes were red with weeping,

For her cherished flower inits mon)'mg bloom,

" Wag now in the cold earth sleeping.

The coffin’s key was in ber hand,
In her henrt was deepest sadness;

And her spirit yearned for the better land,
Whé{e_ grief would be turned to gladness.—

“T will keep the key,” she calmly said,
_wOf thy dwelling dark and lonely,
So that none shall eyer thy rest invade,
But the mother who loves thee only.?-—

She turned her eyes to Heaven’s bright dome,
: Where the silent stars were beaining,—

“And her, spirit caught, in child like tone,
‘These words of holiest meaning,—

B Throw away the key 1.« O mother dénf,
- For the coffih hiolds not thy ehild,
- He has risen from enrth, and dwelleth here;—
‘For the Saviof upon him smiled. " -
- ANNIVERSARY: WEEK, "IN . BOSLON.
P L L ——— ’
~ -BOOK,AND PAMPHLET SOCIETY. -

. R EES] N T Ve s Lt
~The ;public’ exercises:in which Uhitarian

Christiana . are. mors: particulatly interested,

on Anniversary, Week, were. opened. with a

.~ sermon:by.Rev.,G..W, Briggs, of Plymouth,
-+ beforethe: Book: and, Pamphlet, Society, !at
- - Federal: Street .Church, on'Sunday. evening

R N . N H
SN B

May 28. M. Briges took for his text, 2 Cor.
. 13— We believe, and therefore speak. >

1u these words, said the preacher, Puul re-
veals the impulse which sent him onward in
his career of proclaiming the gospel to the
world. He had been called ont of darkness
into marvellous light ; had been made to see
the execellence and glory of spiritual things 3
had experienced in his own heart the power
of the redemption of Jesus; and there was
an inward moral necessity of unttering what
he saw and felt, 10 his fellow-men. ‘l'o this
great spiritual prineiple contuined in the text,
the preacher first called the attention of his
hiearers, and then presented the claims of the
Society for the promotion of whose objeets
they were assembled,

Mcr. Briggs having discussed the broad prin-
eiple contiined in his text, proceeded ta the
speeial object before him, which was to re-
commend the Book and Pamphlet Soeciety,
as au organisation capable of effecting much
good in a silent and unobtrusive way, He
dwelt on the power and influence of the Press
in modifying publie sentiment, and referred
to certain tokeus of encouragement, which
afforded good ground to hope for a wider ex-
tension of more enlarged and liberal viewsof
religion.

After Mr. Briggs excellent discourse a eol-
lection was taken up in aid of the funds of
the Society.

PUBLIC MEETING OF THE MASSACHU-
SETTS BIBLE SQCIETY.

The President, Rev. Dy, Pierce, dpgued_thpi

and. excellent address,. in which he.paid @

‘| passing tribute to the memory of officers of

the Society who had deceased since they Just
met—Ex-President Adams, Hon., Samuel
Haven; and Rev, Dr. Codman.

- Bishop Xastburn followed with reading
from' the Seriptures, the sixtieth chapter of
the prophecies of Isaiah. :

-The Corresponding - Secretary, Rev. Dr.
Parkrman, next read the Annual Repoit§ a
document which was alinded 10 by several of
the speakers during the meeting, as one of
great excellence and value, .

The.- Report was . seconded by Rev. Mr
Huntington of Beston, who vemarked that in
zompliance with a most appropriate custom,
the Aunniversaries of the week were intro-
duced with a grateful acknowledgment to
God for the gift of his Inspired Word. Most
suitable is it to avow our indebteduess to it as
the . fountain of every. good conception ;. the
corner-stone of every charitable institution ;
the foundation of cur whole religious system.
Let this meeting, then, be like the invocation
of a blessing upon :the religious and philan-
thropic services of the week. .

Among the various topies which the Report
presented, said be, no point.carried our con-
vietions, and the'assent of our feelings, more
than: the tribute to deceased members of the

-1society... Mr. H., characterized this as sim-

ple, just, faithfu] and aflectionate, and, as he
passed-along, added his own tribute, which
was.-cordial, happy, and illustrative of the
characters and virlues of those commerora~
ted. .. Every good man’s faith, said Mr. H., is
a testimony to. the Bible. . What an impres-
sive array might be pathered from sll depart-
ments of human thought and human action ;
from statesmanship, jurisprudence, literature,
reform, philanthropy, and from daily enter-
prize, in favor of the divineness of the Serip-
tures ! What a vast: amount of talent offers
its homage to.the Bible { To'see a strong
mind adorned with all accomplishments thus
yielding its profound ,obedicnce to the pre-
cepts and doctrines of the Bible, proves that
it. is .from God, the ¢ Fountain Light of all
our seeing.” Co o
The Scriptures diffuse their beauty over
haman - fife.. It .was by daily communion
with the, Seriptures that Adams was so faith-
ful’in his public duties,—the’speaker was

faithless, *~that Hubbard " (the Secretary had
added the name of Judire Hubbard o those
meéntioned by the President,) was so pure,
and Codman so'devoted and benevolent.’ ]?)or
an idea of a perfect state of society, for a per~
feet” standard of character, and -for a perfect
{conpeplio;i‘.'of God, ‘we are ‘indebted to- the

\

3%th-aunual meeting with a very appropriate! P

abiout 1o say, “faithful only he among thel

Bible. Nothing approaches it, in all that has
heen devised aud published by man, in all
ancient or modern literature.  Well did the
great novelist say, at the close of a life de-
voled to most various reading, ¢ There is no
book but one for me.”” The Bible is older
than the  Fathers, truer than Traditiou, wiser
than Councils, more learned than Universities,
more infallible than Popes.  The doctrines of
the Bible derive not authority from man ; they
rest upon the supernatural authority of our
Lord Jesus Churist.

-YWhat most concerns us 1o know, is, that
the Bible otfers its blesseduess, and imparts
its influence, not more te the Ingh than to the
low. Its simplicity is its highest beauty.
They istake, who suppose ils excellence
consists i its grandeuwr of diction.  {t is, that
it can be understood and appreciated by the
humblest peasant.  Mr. [L., quoted a beauti-
ful saying of Coleridge, that the fairest flower
in cottage casement is not half so fuir as the
Bible gleaming through the lower panes of the
window. The speakeralso narrated a touch-
ing story ol a fugitive slave whom be had
seen, and who told him of his being tanalit to
read by his httle boy, at his hearth, with the
light of torch 5 and when he eonld spell out
one sentence for Limself, he leaped up and
shouted for joy.

Mr. Huntinglon coneluded with asking,
Who could be so indifferent und sluggish, as
1ot to aid in the diffusion of the Bible ¥ Who
not pray for the swifter flight of the angel in
‘the midst of heaven, having the everlasting
gospel to- preachi ‘wnto every  mation and
eople.: Lo : . ‘
_:Rev. Rollin H. Neale, of the First Baptist
Chiureh 'in this' eily, was the next speaker,
“vho offered the folfowing resolntion :— =

Resolved,—That every néw development of
hwman  nature, "and every fresh page in
human history, show forth the wisdom and
beneficence ol the word of Gud,

Mr. Neale then procecded to speak on the
resolution—which was the beneficence of the
Bible'in its adaptation to man.—IL was needed
for the support and regulation of States, as well
as of man, Napoleon, who would ehange his
religion with his uniform, was yet anxious, as
Emperor of France, to introduce the Bible
among the people. One of the early minis-
ters of France said to Louis Philippe, France
must have religion. The only true foundation
of a nation is moralily, and the foundation of
morality is religion, and this again rests on the
Bible.—The speaker also alladed to Mordecai
M. Noah, the Jew, who having travelled much
among nations where the Bible was not known,
exclaimed on his return, I thank God that 1
am again in a Christian land. It is because
the Bible has gained its way in the earth, that
liberty is . waking. up among the nations.
Happy for our own institutions, that they ori-
ginated with men who were imbued with the
spirit; and familiar with the truths, of the
Bible, Let the Bible affect the lives of the
people and no one could take their liberties
from them-—they would bé for ever safe, Let
the Bible be our guard, and it would prove a
wall of fire vound about our nation. "

The Bible, said the speakér, was made for
man, There is nothing good without it - This
said he, is an age of reform.
strange kind of reformers—men engaged: in
various enlerprises of reform by which they
seek to pwify and. elevate the land, and yet
wonld diseard the Bible. .- It reminded him of
a lecture he once heavd Dr, Sewall of Washing-
lon city deliver on the subject of Phrenology.
The Doctor was no special friend to {his
science, and in the cowrse of the lecture he ob-
served that the head of Voltaire was remarka-
ble for-ils developement of reverence and con-
scientionsness. IL was the answer of the
Phrenolagist, ‘he said, that the rtesson why
Voltaire - became an Infidel .was, he had so
much reverence that he was shocked at the
representations made. of;the Deity in the Bibje
and in the Gospel of Christ, L
At this point of his address, Mr. Neale paid
a noble tiibute to the memory of Channing, in
which' it was gratifying.ito see how fully the
speaker could appreciate. without jealousy, and
declare’ with. no-stinted: praise, .all ‘that’ was

in faith., -Channing, said - he,. was the Prince

of Reformers, - He was the (riend, not only'of

f

And we have al.

good:in one who nevertheless differed from him | .. The.speaker related anan

the poor, and of the s.slavve,‘but of 'cv.;elry bt;dy

were well balanced.  His kindness to one did
not re-act in unkindness to others. * His keén
sense of wrong did not take the form of hatred
of (he wrong-doer. No bitferness ‘was mixed
up in his philanthropy. T recollect, said the
speaker, hearing him in Faneuil Hall, in the
midst of thatexcited throng who weéré gathered
1o decide whether liberty of discussion should
live or be destroyed. He stood up, dignified
and perfectly tranquil, his face beaming with
benignily toward ihe men 'who ‘were ‘insulting
him as hespoke. Whence this spirit 2 It was
from the Bible, to.iwhicli hie gave the refeferice
and homage of his soul, " Difter,’ though' I do,
said the speaker, from some of the' religious
views of the distinguished individual of whom
1 am speaking, I cannet but accord {o him the
tribute of devotedness to the Bible.

One Niagara, said the speaker, is enough
fora continent, or a world.” “The sound thereof,
proclaiming the power and greatness of God,
has gone throngh the earth, - But still the in-
numetable fountains, and’ the silver streams
flowing everywhere, better proclaim the fni-
finite beneficence of God. ’ : L

Rev. Di. J. B, Waterbury, of Bowdoin St.
Church in this city, next offered the following
resolution :~—

Resolved,—That whilst, as mere philanthro-
pists, we rejoice in the incidental advadtagés
of the Bible o the intellectual, social, and politi-
cal condition of mankind ;.and for "this réason
should wish to see it universally ‘diffused; yét,
as Christians, our highest and most urgent wmo-
tive in giving it general eirculation; isits adapt=
edness to suve the soul from sin, and its fearful
consequences. .. R T

"The longer I have studied this Volume, said
the speaker, the more toil, hoth }pg_ntaf and
spiritual, ‘[ have . concentrated upon it, the
deeper is my reverence for the Bible. Andin-
stead of rising to make a eulogistic speech, I
feel that I ought to veil my face, and eXclaim,
Holy, Holy, Holy! , .

‘The Bible bears the signature of the Divine
Hand. The Law was written by the finger of
God. Atlength:He came who spake as never
man spake, and what he spake, that the Holy
Ghost has written. o

Dr. Waterbury spoke forcibly and justly of
the introduction of the Bible inlo schools.  He
lamented that there should be a guestion as to
the propriety .of its use. For his own pari he
would have his children familiar with the Rible
—with the beautiful story of Joseph-—with the
sublime lyrics of David and. Isaiah, with the
teachings of Jesus that distilled like the dew.
Still he would net forget.that, no -abiding good
comes uniil the heart is touched. He loyed
and reverenced the Bible for its various literary
excellences, which he described, but still more
because it was the power of God untp salvation
through the faith that is in Christ Jesus. .

" Rev. Mr. Woart of Chuist’s Church in this
city, concluded the series.of addressesy, by, of-
fering the following resolution :—; - .

Resolved,—That unjon of effort consistent
with principle,”is of great efficiency in promo-
ting lVlE circulation-of the-Seriptures, especially
when that principle is attended by a corréspon-
ding'exampleé., © S

Mr. Woart said, that while. his_whole soul
was engaged in his own peculiar "{ie_wé{"o_f the

ministry and in the’ way of Salvation,“and he
would fike fo have them receivéd by,
body, yet he could theetfully co-operat
others in the Bible enterprize becaugeoth
were willing to spread that book; from which
he drew his oln opinions, It wa§ soietiies
Temarked that because individuals 1h05" unif

in behalf of a cominon gbject, they 'gave up
their differences of opinion as inessential, " For
his own part hie wished.it tg be undérs

He relinguished rione of them, whethef’o
subject of the Ministry, the Chuirch,’thg
of the Son of God, or the way of salvati
charity.dsloye, 7" e S
- Mr. Woart said "that he, would not introdice
here anything’ which might hot be agcéptable
toall 3 but he would do it ; howeyer, elsewhere,
for he held. his faith, as confained in the, Book

n.ihe

; 3 R

of Common Prayer, {0 be ess

who assigned asa reason fof his neglect of; the

Y
Y

His great beart beat for all, = His sympathies '

derstoad that
he felt his own religious opinions to be essential.

I 58 »
Bible, that it was a fiddl¢'to play any.ting upon.




THE BIBLE CHRISTIAN.

He becameé a Christian, and soon perceived that
diversitiss of belief were from the darkness in
the human heart. He learned ta be charitable.
If-the Bible were read more, thiere would be
iore charity. The Word of God is calculated
to heal ‘all dissentions. Then, if one spoke ill
of another fellow-Cnristian, it would be replied
to-him, you do not speak according lo the book.
That inculcates charity. .

Mr. Woart spoke of reading the Scriptures
more in Churcges-—a custom patticularly ob-
served in his own Church ; also of the force of
example in recommending thé Bible, if Clis-
tians would only live up to its precepts. In
this 'we are all most defective. If there was
more yeal brotherhood among Chrisiians, the
Bible would be more received.

" The meeting was then adjourned with sing-
ing the Doxology, and with the Benediction by
the President.

THE ’AMERICA'N PEACE SOCIETY.

At the business meeting held in the upper

Vestry' of the Winter St. Church, on Monday
afternoon, 4 o'clock, the officers were duly
elected.
_ The public meeting was held in the body of
the Church, in the evening, at half-past seven
‘o'clock. Prayer was offered, and selections
from the Scriptures read by Rev. Dr.Jenks.
Extracts from the Annval Report were read
by the Corresponding Secretary, Rev. Mr.
Beckwith. Rev. Dr. Dewey detivered the ad-
dress. :

Dr. Dewey introduced his subject with pre-
-senting a statistical view ofthe evils of war.—
The number of men that had fallen in battle,
.according to the computation of Dr. Dick, was
fourteen thusand millions. No man can com-
prehend this immense amount of evil. Dr.
Dewey presented a computation from the du-
ration of the world, and showed how many
would then have fallen every week, every day,
of the world’s existence. He measured it by
the number of years jt takes a ray of light to
come from the most distant star. But still the
mind could not grasp it.—If we were shutup

.in this city, and thirty thousand shells thrown

into our midst, exploding in the bosom of cur
families—our streets running with blood—deso-
lation and pillage following—then might we
know something about what we are talking.

Nor is such a fate a mere dream of the past.
“Within a year, even, something of it-has been
exhibited to us in Monterey and Vera Cruz:

" 'This subject of War i& very far from being
' exhausted——We:were connting-ou.the world’s
“being at peace-—we had looked for the fruits
" of peace in free intercourse of nation with
‘nation. But recent events had broken up the
dream ; and Europe may be on the verge of
that fearful War which Canning [the British
" Statesman] predicted would one day come,
The causeof peace had seemed to languish for
want of an antagonist. Within a year past, a
spirit has arisen that offers antagonism enough,

1 have thought, said Dr, D., what would be
the feelings of the inhabitants of distant worlds,
if they could survey this earth and behold what
is_here doing—the besieging and burning of

‘ cities ; the millions slain ; the fiery craters of

" human passions opened ; they would think cur
world the Hell of the universe, and that wicked

" Spirits were sent here to work out the doom of
the damned. o

Take the simple view thal it is good to live;
to feel the brightness of day; to cherish the
chosen sentiments of the sonl—bhow many such
lives  have been sacrificed !—consider the

“dreadfulness of death by war. If a scuffold
were to be erected in your midst, this evening,

‘"and ‘one whose life is cheapest should here be

- executed before you, what a sensation of hor-
-ror would run through this assembly. But the
reality belongs to war!

The speaker remarked that he had travelled

- over the fields whereon had been piled heaps
- 'of the-slain in battle. . No flushings of parting
.day, nor softer beams of moonlight, than' fell
:.on Waterloo. But he Jooked away from this
. to the field of humanity. Why sinks the con-~
. dition of the laborer? Because the land has
.. to pay, everywhere the war-lax. Because
, . English labor has to pay, every year, 140 mil-
lions of dollars, as interest on' her national
debt, incurred in war. Bat for the withdrawal

" of labor occasioned by war, and the waste of

" .. treasure and life, the earth might have been a

. garden, filled with. Churches, and the. nations

had learned universal love. o

' How shall we solve this problem ‘of war?

It is one of stupendous significance. 1t is not
. the migery. alone, Suffering may come as a
~ .. discipline to perfect' the soul. "But "human
....hands have produced this misery of war. . The

old fable of the giants, turning up mountains
-, .in contending with each other, is but a symbol

~of ‘war. - What . then :is ‘the solution of this
-+ . problem ? Is man a fighting animal ? Is war

. 'necessary.to self-defence 7 . -
o Every .battle ‘is ‘the. embodiment of an
, ; opinion.: ~One nation says, You have got my

. “lands; or seized my citizens on board ship.

.- The other ‘says, I have not. " What do they
.'do?” They adopt’ the: maxim~ that might is
right. It is opinion against opinion, to be set-
tled—how ? Just as two farmers, contending

about a strip of land, or two manufacturers
about a water privilege, shonld determine to
fight it out! Dr. Dewey here alluded to
Daniel Webster's letters, which had done more
to settle the difficulty between England and
this nation, than a thousand battles. o

So loug as the custom of war continues,
there can be nosuch thing as civilized society.
As individuals we might be civilized, but as «
nation we are barbarous.

Dr. Dewey conceded that in old time, it may
have been well in certain case:, to resist ruther
than succumb. Il in a high and heroic spirit
man can suffer wrong, better.  But this vision
of true heroismn had not dawned on the heathen,
through the gospel, and no nation can arise
without seeing something better placed before
it, as a standard. But the time will come
when war between two nations will be regar-
ded like a brutal fight between two men.  ~

Still the question returns, may not & nation
resist 7 Look to Italy. May she not_strike
a blow for freedom 7 If a nation like Russia
should appear on our frontiers, threatening to
come down in devastation upon us, we all
know what would be the feeling of the country.
Still, would it be right? Dr, Dewey would
aive two answers. .

And first, he would say that such sudden
and accasional outbreaks were nat the ordinary
manifestations of resistance. e would nnt,
however, deny the right of absolute self-de-
fence. What then limits it?7 'That which
limits every righi—justice, wisdom. Some of
the ndvocates of peace make a distinction—
that we may resist with pen, but not with
sword. But why not with sword as well as
with pen 7 ‘The pen draws no blood, but it
can kill soul and bedy both. There are
weapons as hateful as the sword, which men
are daily using—weapons against character.
What then ghall we say 2 That instruments
of dafence are lawful, but that justice, and
truth, and humanity are to be our law of guid-
ance.

He would remark secondly, that in the case
of political oppression he would counsel for-
bearance vather than resistance by war, |
think, said he, that the time has come to rely
on the moral sentiments of the age. He al-
luded to the Irish Repeal, and said there was
coming to be a sentiment, beneath which every
goverpment trembles that undertakes to du
wrong. ' Nor could he forbear mentioning that
our religion is a religion of love. If the pre-
cepts given to man in_ his individual eapacity,
not to resist,” do not always apply to govern-
ments, yet the spirit of these precepts isalways
in force.” Jfan army must take ‘its stand ; if
in no other way can a nation act, then let there
be no beating of drum, nor unfurled banner,
nor waving plume, but let the army go forth
arrayed in sackeloth. This only should be
Christian fighting, if there can be such a thing.

What is the profession of the soldier? ltis
to ki)l men for a livelihand—to fight battles,
whether right or wrong, at snother’s dictation.
He doubted whether any human being had a
right to enter into such a compact. e would
not bind a child to such a profession, by edu-
cating him at a national military, school, lest
he should subject him to a conflict afterwards
between his conscience and the course his
country should bid him parsve.

What is the character of the wars that
Christian nations bave been engaged in?
Russia against the Affghans, England against
the Chinese, France against Algiers, the
Americans against the Mexicans—they have
rushed forth like beasts of prey. And what is
the plea for such onsets ? The best has been
no more than that some lawless savages have

rushed out to commit depredations, and inow |_

we will sweep away Lhe whole tribe.

If we would spread civilization, said Dr, D.,
we want not these bloody measures, Give us
the tenth part of the one thousand millions of
dollars the war-spirit costs every year, and we
will send forth noble and wise men everywhere
on a mission of peace and well-doing, and the
nations would say, the world is full ot brothers.
The kingdom of God shall come on earth as it
is in heaven.

- Dr. Dewey spoke of the need of changing
public sentiment in regard to the absurd and
unchristian idea of nationat lionor.. He would
say, too, let those who decree wars, do the
figliting. 1 our President and his Cabinet ; il
both houses of Congrees, had been obliged to
go forth, and not the paid soldier instead, we
should never have heard of this miscrable
Mexican War. o

But, better times, said.Dr. D, in conclusion,
are coming.- When the Almighty hand formed
this planet, ‘and sent it forward in its course.
he left its inhabitants to work out their own
destiny. Slowly have they passed through ig-
norance . and. through wretchedness. The
morning drum-beat has kept peace with the
circling hours, the ‘martial trumpet"has sum-
moned forth to bloody strife- Butasthe.earth
arose from chaos, so shall men emerge from
the darkness and tumult of evil, the flood of
misery shall abate, man no more corrupt his
‘way on earth, and the earth shall be full of the
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the

gea, |Dr, D, quoted Is. xi ; 6—9.]

UNITARIAN COLLATION. -

In the vast Hall adjncent to the Depot of
the Bouston and Worcester Railroud, at 2
o’clock on Tuesday, May 30, some nine
hundred persons, ladies and gentlemen, sal
down to. n most hospitable and joyful feast,
prepared by the generosity of the Liberal Jay-
men of Boston. In behalf of these, Eben
Dale, Esq., offered some appropriate andl
spirited introductory remarks, when Charles
G. Loriug, Iisy , the President, rose and an-
nounced that a blessing would be iuvoked by
Rev. Chandler Robbins. After the abundant
dinuer had been zealously partaken of, thauks
to Heaven were returned by Rev. €. A, Bartol.
Mr. Loring then lrew the attention of the
company by a few eloquent and timely ob-
servalions, touching.on the beanty and noble-
ness of a large-hearted Christian charity, and
the superiority of a spirit of gooduess to any
sectarian peculiarities, relating an interesting
ancedote of Whitefield’s preaching, and con~
cluding with a graceful acknowledgment of
the presence of the ladies. Rev. Dr. Pierce
read the frst original hymn, which was sung
congregutionally. Dr. Pierce then told some
entertaining slories showing most conclu~
sively that he is not so old a man as some
others, and giving from a friend this excellent
maxim as a recipe for longevily: “ Rise
early ; live temperately ; work hard ; continue
cheerful.”  Rev. Dr.” Kendall of Plymouth
pleasautly contrasted the days of liis setile-
ment with the present. Lieutenant Governor
Reed avowed his satisfaction at the recent
rapid growth and diffusion of the sentiment
that the Bible is the only legitimate creed of
Christians, and a sufficient rale of faith and
practice, making special reference to the
manly and catholic views of Dr. Bushnell.
Mr. Congdon of New Bedford cited amusing
anthority from a Quaker neighbour in favor
of brevity. Rev. Mr. Fisher, of the Irish
Protestant Sociely in Boston, introduced Rev.
Henry Giles whoadvocated, by energetic and
pointed appeals, the claims of Rev. Mr.
Fisher’s parish to the sympathy of the Liberal
public, feelingly alluding 1o tie humble be-
ginnings of Christianity itself. Here the
Chairman read a very interesting letter from
Judge Cranch of Washington. After a hymn
was sung, Rev. Charles Brooks paid a warm
tribute to M. Coquerel of Paris, now 2 mem-~
ber of the French National Assembly, whom
he designated as the most eloquent preacher
in Europe, having the satire of Juveual, the
thetoric of Burke, and the spirit of Channing,
and “whose' theological opinions, are entirely
i hatmony - with ours. [ Rev. 8. D. Robbius
then referred to the recent publication of the
Memoirs of Channing, and gave some ex~
pression to personal reminiscences of- that
eminent teacher of Truth. The Chairman
then spoke cordially and with deep emotion
of the recent deaths of two honored and trusted
men, who had both preceded him, within four
years, as presiding officers, at this table, John
Quincy Adams and Jonathan Chapman. A
brief but eloquent eulogy on the character of
the latter was added by Rev. Dr. Parkman.
After solemn music, Rev. Mr. Waterston re~
minded the company of the labors of our
brethren at the West, and of the presence of
other brethren of the Christian connexion,
whose missionary ardor and self-sacrificing
exertions ave so deserving of our admiration.
Rev. Mr. Dean (Christian) responded ear-
nestly to Mr Waterston®s call, testified tothe
immense influence of Channing’s writings
even on the borders ol the wilderness, and
gave some striking passages from his own ex-
perience, ' :

Moses Grant, Esq., presented the exposed
moral condition of young men in the'city,: as
a subjeet of intense interest to every Christian,
Rov. F. W. Holland ealled attention toade-
voted minister in Gulena, Illionis, who abso-
lutely cannot find 2 place where to preach the
Word, to a waiting congregation, for want of
eight hundred dollars. “A “cordial letter was
read from Hon.J. G Palfrey, which from its
author’s noble position in Congress and his
high character generally, elicited repeated
applause. Rev. Mr. Huntoon thought highly
of this feast, more highly of nature in general,
and more highly still of woman. The Chair-
man put 2 notion, offered by Moses Grant,
Esq., re-appointing the existing Committee
of Arrangements, and it was passed with en-
thusiasin ; thanks were voted for the use of
the Hall, and after concluding observations
from the Chair, and the singing of the
Doxology, the company separated in excellent
spirits. .

AMERICAN UNITARIAN ASSOCIATION.

The business meeting was held at the Chapel
of the Church of the Savior on T'uesday, at 9
o'clock, A. M., and wus, opened . with' prayer
by Rev. Dr, Parkman. The Record of the pro-
ceedings of the last year was read and accep+
ted. A vote of thanks was passed to the Hon,

Stephen Fairbanks for his voluntary services {

in procuring a subscription among the citizens
of Boston,  which paid the debt under.which
the Association was then suffering. * George
W. Warren, Esq., Rev. Messrs, G, W. Briggs

and C. Stetson, were appointed a Committee to
nominate officers of the Associdtion for the
next year., Auamendment, to the by-law, con-
cerning the annual subseription -for. inember-
ship, requiring the mouney to be paid in before
the tirst day of May, was adopted. .'The" fol~
lowing gentlemen were elected officers ;—
Rev. E. S. Gannett, D. D, President ; Rev.
S, IX. Lothrop, and Hon. Stephen Fuirbanks,
Vice-Presidents ; Rev. Messrs. J. W. Thomp-
son, Alonzo Hill, Charles Brooks, and J. Bangs

and A. PFearing, Esqs., Directors; Henry P. —-

Fairbanks, Esq., Treazurer; Rev. F. W, Hyl-
land, Secrctary. A discussion cnsued on a
motion offered by G. W. A. Barrett, Esq., to
leave the anuual meeting entirely open to vo-
luntary discussions, The motion waslost. A
vote was passed, approving of the action of the
Executive Committee in flling the office of
Secretary. It was voted also that the Bxecu-
tive Committee be requested toissue Circulars,
inviting a full representation of the Auxiliaries
at the Annual Meeting of the Association.
It was alse voted that the Report of the Secre-
tary be hereatter read at the business meeting,
Rev. C. Briggs was appointed by the Execu-
tive Committee to perform, the daties of a
[Home Secretary.

‘I'ne PusLic MeeTiNG was held on Tuesday
evening at half-past seven o’clock, in the
Federal Street Church.—Rev. Dr.’ Gannett,
the President of the Association, introduced the
services by stating the arrangements which
had been made for the present meeting, and the
Rev. Mr. Cordner, of Moatreal, offered the
prayer. 'The Secretary then proceeded to read
a synopsis of his Report, which was succinet
and effective and was received with manifesta-
tions of great satisfuction. R

There were four methods by which the As-
sociation acted. (1) by Correspondence, (2)
Auxiliaries, (3) Missionaries, (4) Tracts.
There had beeu printed and circulated 12 new
tracts of 6,000 each, and 6 of the 35 that have
entirely disappeared. The stock has become
reduced so that 2,000 dollars are needed to re~-
plice it—certainly a great change from the
former cverstocked shelves of the Depository.
‘Tie demand for our publications, said Mr. H.,
wads hever so pressing as now. - 9,000 sets of
Channing’s Works had been welcomed. A
new edition of 3,000 containing 18,000 volumes,
had just been tuken up., The press had the
last year circulated, of our publications, what
was equivalent to lwo and a-half millions of_
four page tracls, and they. promise- a glorious
harvest. : n a

Of . the -Address by, Rev."Drd Dezbey our -

space utterly forbids'any more, this Week, than
a brief sketeh.. Having spoken of the spirit of
self-griticisin in which he thought Unitarians
had indulged, gnite to their disadvantage, he
passed to his subject which was, our paosition,
Zu‘){- prospects, and owr dutics, as a religious
i

This, then, said he, T hold to be our position.
In common with all other Christians; we be~
believe in God ; in Christ;. in the Bible, snd in
the doctrines and dutics which it teaches. But
we believe in God, as one, not three sell-con-
scious beings ; in Christ as in a peculiar sense
the Son of God, and that he died to, bring us
nigh unto God, not to teconcile God to man;
in regeneration,. but not in the passivity of the
subject of it; in retribution, but nut-in the
literal eternuty of its duration. Is not this a
clear, definite, unequivocal position ? Have
ouradversaries been tighting, 30 years, against
no opinions 7 Is there any wavering on these
points. I donot see it. There is no'body of
believers more united than we—mnot indecd by
consistory or arlicles, but by affection.- This
Association is not our bond, but the symbol of
it. Our bond is love to Christ, and neither
persecution, nor peril, nor height, nor depth,
nor any other creature, ‘shall separate those
held together by that bond; .

But some have said, We stand, but stand
still. It is alleged that our faith is not spread-
ing. Dr. D. examined this. He spoke of our
two theological schools instead of one, be said
that 10 or 15 years ngo, we were the only
Unitarians; now the Universalists and the
Christians npite with v8 in ‘declaration of the
upity of God. " Cos -

Forty years ago, and there were not three
avowed Unitarian Churches; now there are
3000, and a million of Christians are holding
our opinions.: If'this, said Dr. D., is standing
still, then he. would like to know what is pro-
gress ? ) :

Dr. Dewey examined the alleged looseness ¥

of Unitarianyg in respect to the Bible, and show-
ed that jt is not a fact; spoke of preaching
us never better than now ; and of the Christian
life as not decrensing or'dying odt., -

-But he would say, from doiug to moré doing ;
and a great deal more is to be done,: :He pro- .
ceeded to speak of the condition and means of
progress and improvemeat ; of the need of our
demonstating the ‘reality and blessedness of a
righteons and holyJife.. This our-religion
‘wants more than wealth or seminaries.

_The Church isa school; a kind- of Christian
Institute, in which to learn her history;.and the
biography ‘of those' that have.illustrated her
dottrines. -And ‘why, too, should there'not be
revivals 7 There are epochs in the history of
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nations, and of individuals ; and epochs belong
‘to-progress. \What if a pastor should say to
his people ut the close of the year, lor instance,
Lét us meet and-devote this week to the con-
sideration of our duties nnd responsibilities.
Let us repent of past neglects, and redeem the
time. Would it not be right and well to do 80 2
Dr: Dewey spoke of liturgical helps, of fami-
ly prayer, of preaching, of the Reform move-
mients, and closed witht the expression of his
feelings that we must, with diversity of modey
it may be, but with # strong hand, help on the
great work of hnmanity.

SUNDAY SCHOOL SOCIETY.

The Aoniversary Meeting of this Society
was held at Dr. Gannett’s Church, on Wed-
nesday evening, May 81st. A hymn was
sung by the choir; & fervent prayer was then
offered by Rev. C. T. Brooks of Newport. Af-
ter the singing of another hymn, the Aunuval
Report was read by the Corresponding Secre-
tary. Rev. Charles Brooks. T'he Repost
commenced with an allusion to the great im-
portance of the spiritual nurture of the young
and the great deficiency of this colture at the
present day and ‘in our country. The preat
difficulty Rev, Mr. B. thought to arise maiuly
out of the prevalent modes of general educa-
tion, which enlist the passions under the in-
tellect and not under the conscience, ln the
vicinity of Boston and in our State generally,
and perhaps in some other favored portions of
the Union, there may be exceptions to the rule.
But it is too palpable a fact to be controverted,
that the general American system of education
is calculated to make a giant of the intellect
and a dwarl of the conscicnce. 'The Report
was chiefly occupied with a statement of this
great evil and the remedy to be applied. Christ
as “ the way, the trath and the life,”” must be
pressed home to men’s hearts. 1I'he Sunday
School must arouse itselfl to new and God-like
labor, and supply, as best it inay, the defect of
our common system of education.

The Report contained addresses to teachers
inour common schouls, to legislators, to parents,
and School teachers (which were omitted in
the reading,) and closed with a summary of
the whole subject. It was an able production,
and will soon be printed and circulated widely.

The Agents oi the Society, during the past
vear, have visited 58 towns, 73 schools—having
1,129 teachers and '7,023 pupils,—and de-
livered 93 addresses, to about 14,000 persons.

-Thirteen new life members have been added to

.the Soeiety. - A large number of copies of the
last: Annual Report and some new tracls liave
been printed-and widely,girculated.

"2 Remarks of an interesting nature  were of-

. fered by Rev, Mr. Palfray, of Belfast, Rev,. Mr.,
Osgood, of Providence, Rev. Mr. Fuller, of
Manchester, Rev. Mr, Dorr, of Bast Lexing-
ton, Rev. Mr. Dall, of Needbham, and Rev. Mr.

~Waterston, of Bogton, and by the PPresident of
the Society, Hon. Stephen C. Phillips,

The remarks were interspersed with hymns

- sung by a choir of childres, and the services
were closed with a benediction by Rev. Mr.
Allen of Northboro’.

This was one of the most important and in-

. teresting anniversaries of the week. We want
our Sunday Schools to be the nurseries of the

. chureh, and we must use our utmost efforts to
raise their standard high above the ordinary

. pursuits of the world. We want teachers who

- ehall be wise, who shall be Christians, and who

. shall .have that ability in imparting Christian

. knowledgn which shall so interest our pupils,

. that they shall remain in our schools after they
shall have reached the age'of twelve or four-
teen years. . Mere is our weak point, aud here
must we use our ulmost endeavors to gain

. strength. We want enlightened, reflecting,

. earnest, Christian Sabbath scbool teachers, be~
- fore we can thoroughly interést all our pupilst
. Gad grant that many such may. be raised up

among us. And may He strengthen those
whose hearts and hands are already in the

. work. . :

CHRISTIAN UNITY.

Perhaps we cherish extravagant expecta-

" tioes-of the degree of religious unity which

may yet be realized ; but' we do uot base one

« of our hopes apon the direct efforts which are

* often made to secure it.
: such’ efforts. 0
« the hour—the impulse which the Father is

We rejoice to see
They indicate the aspiration of

awakening in the heart of the world. = We re-
gard every such wide-spread impulse of human
hearts;, under lis providence, as really a

. &rophecy of the blessing for which it secks.

evertheless; we have no special confidence

* in any endeavors to file away the sharp puints

- of varying breeds, so that men may not poad

‘" each other: beyond endurance, by clashing

" thoughts, as they stand side by side.

<Itempts’ often ‘create as many quarrels as they
! : [

Such at-

heal, . % . -
: Many of the best - things in- this, world are
‘gained-when we. do-not directly ‘seek them.
ndeed; almost all the best things come by. that
“indiréct-process.: -Perhapa -we- should "rather

" gay, that while we seek one thing, it may be

Lwith-throbs  of desire, Providence -is all the

»while giving us: something infinitely .beu_er,J

It i the great method of the soul’s develop-
menf. DMun seeks preseut results, for instance,
in his-daily toils, But tie sonl is gaining a
fidelity, a manly encrgy, a sell-subsisting
power aud life, for which it did not directly
seek. 'I'he heart sceks present joy in the iu-
tercourse of fricudship and aftaction. [t gins
an jnlense, an increasing power to love, which
?nlargea its whole capacity of bLeing., * *
The pure and ever blessed love of Gud himself
dogs not come g0 much by direct and conscious
cultivation, as by the indirect inflnence of the
magifestations of {limsell, which hLe hath
spread around wus. * * * ’

We lhave na faith in the maxim, in any ap-
plication, *“ that we can eonquer a peace.” We
can enforce submission in many way, and in
many things. DPerbaps we eun, in argument,
anpihilate another’s creed. We have gained
no anity then ; perhaps we have not taken a
step toward it.  But if any common aim ¢an
muke onr hearts flow togrether, if anyihing can
make our religion itsell mingle its aspirations
and its labors, no power in the universe can se-
parate us any more. YWhat do we need but
mutoal knowledge of each other’s hearts all
over the world, to make the whole world gra-
dually more peaceful, with jts varied children
continually drawing more closely together into
a wide-spread brotherhood ! T'hen we shall
see that fidelity and love, and self-sacritice, and
unreserved devotion to God and man, are the
same thing everywhere. 'I'hose who speak of
them, shull seem (o all, to speak in the tongue
in which they were born.
come of one heart and one soul.

Honor, then, to the Christian movements of
the times, not only for their present achieve-
ments, but much more, for their higher issueg,
Honor be given them for the charities they im-~
part. Honor them even more for the charity
they create. And while thankfulness uscends
for "both, still adore that higher Providence
which exalted above all thoughts of men, deve-~
lupg through their aciion its serene and eternal
purposes.— Christian Inquirer.

CHRISTIAN TRUTH.

What do divines understand by Christian
Truth ?  The answer at first appears obvipus.
“ Christian Truth (it will be said) is what
Christ and his apostles knew and taught con-
cerning salvation under the gospel.?” . Thus
far we' find no difficulty : bnt, let me ask
again, where does this exist as an object ex-
ternal to"our minds?  The answer appears
no less obvious than-the former:- ¢ In the
Bible.” Still- 1 must ask, is the material
Bible the Christiun Trath about which Chris-
tians dispute 2 ¢ No (it will'be readily said),
not the malerial Bible, but the sense of the
Bible.>> Now, | beg to know, is the sense of
the Bible, an object external to our mind ?
Does any sense of the Bible, accessible to
mau, exist anywhere but in the mind of each
man who receives it from the words he reads?
The Divine Mind certainly knows in what
sense those words were used ; bat as we can-
not compare our mental impressions with that
model and original of all truth, it is clear that
by the sense of the Bible we must mean our
own senge of its meaning. When, therefove,
any man declares his inténtion to defend
Christian Truth, he only expresses his deter-
mination to defend his own notions, as pro-
duced by the words of the Bible. No other
Christian Truth exists for us in our present
state.—~Joseph B. White.

Ax ArpEcory.—When God created man he
commanded his angels to visit him on earth,
and gutide him in his ways, so that he might
foretaste the bliss of the life to come. But
Justful man sought aftersensual joys in prefe-
reuce lo those of heaven, and growing greedy
of worldly fruits, began to guarrel with his
brethren for the possession of them ; and the
gnardian angels wept among themselves.—.
But when the strong oppressed the weak and
took from them by force the produce of their
soil, Justice rose up sorrowing, and leaving
earth flew back to heaven. And when the
weak overcame the strong with falsehood and
deceit, and got from them by cunning what
they feared to take by force, Truth rose up
sorfowing, and, leaving earth, flew back to
heaven. Thus each bad aci seared some
good angel from the world, until Forgiveness
Z{he most beantiful of all—alone remained
behind. :

And when she heard Anger and Revenge
whisper dark deeds in man’s ears, and coun-
sel them to repeat the wrong that had been
done to them, she rose up sorrowing, and
suid, “ I will notleave the exsth.  While my
sister angels were hére, I might have rested
in my Father’s bosum, for man needed me
not. But now that they have fled, T will
seek to''make him listen 10 my voice, telling.
him thay, as bie cherishes forgiveness here, so
will forgiveness cherish him hereafter,” * So
the. loveliest child of heaven remained on
earth ; and Peace and Love, repenting, flew

back, and followed in'her'train. :

And we shull be--

o)
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BOSTON ANNIVERSARIES.

It will be observed that we devote a large
portion of space in our present number to an
account of the Boston Anniversaries, which we
have sclected and abridged fromn the Boston
periodicals and newspapers connected with the
Unitarian denomination. Some of our readers
mnay probably think that we give them a dis-
proportionate share, yet we believe the ma-
jority will think otherwise, It will be seen
that the lopics trealed of are various, and we
are persuaded that the account of these meet-
ings will be welcemed by our readers generally
as interesting and instructive intelligence. —
When we remernber that this little sheet has
its civrculation for the most part in quarters
where liberal Christianity is but slightly known
and but little respected—-that it goes forth to
remote regions of Canada where the move-
ments of liberal religionists are even less known
than in this city—~we consider it of some imn-
portance that those of our brethren of the faith
who are thus scattered abroad, and who do not
enjoy the advantage which we in Montreal
enjoy, of being brought together into a wor-
shipping Society, should be enabled to form
some idea of the life, and vigor, and ir.fluence
of our denomination in other places. This
should give them addilional encouragement
and hope, for although they may now stand
isolated, alone, and outcast, in their respective
communities, they may be assured that there
is a wholesome and purifying leaven at work
in the world, which will one day impregnate
the mass, and render it more liberal, more
truthful, more charitable, more properly Chris-
tian in its modes of thinking and acting.

Besides those meetings, which were exclu-
sively Unitarian, such as the Book and Pamph-
let Society, the American Unitarian Associa-
tion, and the Sunday School Society, we give
an account of the Massachusetls Bible Sociely,
and the American Peace Society, both of
which organizations have Unitarian Christians
among their most prominent and influential
supporters. It is one of the pleasant charac-
teristics of Boston—-the co-operation of the
various classes of Christians for common pur-
poses of general good. This we do not hesitate
to attribute to the extensive influence which
Unitarians exercise in that particular commu-
nity. We rarely find it any where else, For
the most part, orthodoxy, as it is called, makes
a merit of excluding Unitarians from all co-
operation in philanthropic movements and mea-
sures, It constantly aims fo tyrannize over
freedom of thought by a syslem of social ex-~
clusion. As if conscious of its want of power
to defeat Unitarianism by fair and legitimate
argument, it has ever been ils studied policy to
adopt this system, and thus make Unitarianism
seem too dréadful a thing fo come ‘info contact
with, In this way-—by this device, worthy of
the most palmy days of priesteraft—it ef-
fectually frightens’the timid and the ignorant,
We have sometimes witnessed little incon-
sistenciesin connection.witheestain pasties of
the orthodox_school in passing from this
community to that of Boston. Strange as it
may sound to some of our readers we have
seen men side by side with Unitarians on
the platform of the Bible Society in Boston,
and even consenting to speak after them,
who would have made a merit of frowningon
any unfortunate heretic of a like stamyp if he
had encountered him in a similar relation in
this good eity of Montreal. It is satisfactory
to know that even rigid orthodoxy can be
temporarily mollified in certain. degrees of
latitude.. We have likewise known of re-
putable orthodox menof this eity even preach-
ing in the pulpits of Unitarians in Boston, who
would take good :care to keep themselves
‘clear of all contact with Uhnitarians when
they came home. But we must have palience
with "such men. We must have patience
with their system. | 'We must have faith in
the progress of more enlightened views of

——

of Christian truth and freedom.™ Many sigis

coming.” _
Among the many meetings connected with
the Unitarian denomination in Boston during

were the Conference and Prayer Meetings,
held in the mornings. At these meetings
brief and earnest addresses were made by
various parties, the general aim of which was
to quicken pious feeling, and incite to a
Leaveunward progress. The opening address
by the Rev. C. Brooks, of Boston, was mainly
a pointed and fervent appeal .on behalf of
family religion. He earnestly urged the use~
fulness and high value of regular domestic
devotion. Besides such addresses, prayers
were offered by different persons, and the
whole was inferspersed with devotional sing-
ing, which imparted a delightful variety to
the exercises,

As usual the whole of the Unitarian Anni-
versary Meelings were closed by a special
one for the commemoration of the Saviour’s
death. This was held on Thursday evening
in the Federal Street Church, when the floor

communicants, some being obliged to sit in
the aisles owing to the crowded state of the
pews. ‘The sermon on the occasion was
preached by the Rev. J. W. Thompsen, of
Salem, Mass ,and the nddress at the table,and
the elements distriboted by the Rev. E. B.
Hall; of Providence, R. I. The whole service
was highly satisfactory, and a fitting close to
a very interesting season, :

—————— e~

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS’' LETTERS ON
THE BIBLE.

We continue to give these letters to our
readers. The fifth will be found in our pre-
sent sheet. In doing so, however, we think
it proper to say that we have seen it stated
in the Boston . Christian Registef"that,_they
were published ‘in-the New York.. Tribune
(from which gquarter they come to ﬁs) without
the knowledge or sanction of Mr. Adams’
family, and that they contain some errofs.
Even if we had not seen this statement, we
would not have it understood that we give
them as faultless docnments. We regard
them as highly valuable letters, but not free
from mistakes. Much light has been thrown
on the Bible—onr its history and ecriticism—
since Mr. Adams wiote those epistles—gome
five and thirty years ago. ° :

BOOIKS FOR SALE,

E. BRYSON'S BOOK-STORE.
ST. FRANCOIS XAVIER STREET

HE Entire Works of WiLLiam Erirny
T Cuanwning, D.D., in two volumes.

The Entire . Works of the Rev. OrviLLE
Dewey, D.D., Pastor of the Church of the
Messiah, New York, one volume, 8vo. pp
887. N S

A CoMMENTARY ON. THE FOur GoSPELS.
By the Rev. A. A. Livermore. = -, - |

Tue Essestiat FArti or toE UNIVERSAL
Cuunch, Deduced from the Sacred Records.
By Harriet Martineau, |~ i

La For.pe L’Eornise Universerie 3 D’-
APrES LES SAINTES Ecritures. Pat Dlle,
Martineau. Traduit de ’Anglais. ° :

Scriprure Proors AND SciipTuRarn’ In.
LUSTRATIONS oF UNrrarraniss.. By John
Wilson. 3rd Edition, revised and enlarged,

LurTERS  ADDRESSED To RELATIVES AND
Friexsps, chiefly in Reply to Arguments’ in
Support of the Doctrine of the Trinity. : By
Mary 8. B. Dana, author of the.. % Southern

&ec, . . .
Tue RECOLLECTIONS OF JOTHAM: ANDER-

'soN. By the late Rev. H. Ware,: Jr.; of Cam-

bridge Universily, New England:/ + . -
Sermons. By the Rev. F. W, 'P.° Green-
wood, D.D., Minister.of. King’s .Chapel, Bos-

)

ton. In two volumes. . :

Vi

are abroad foreshadowing the “ good time

the anniversary week, not the least important )

of the building was entirely occupiéd by

and Northern Harps,” ¢ The Parted Family,”
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LETTERS FROM :THE L HON.: JOIIN.Q,
" ADAMS T0 HIS SON, ON THE BIBLE
“AND'ITS TEACHINGS: 7w o

Pt EERTTER Ve o000
.In' the promise with which my last lettet lo
youpan,the, Bible-was. coneluded, 1 under.
took a task from the performarce o ‘which'X
ve be thérto deterred by'its very mag-
nitude and impoitince 1! the more I reflected-
upon! the ‘subject, the.more sensibly did 1 feel
“mysincompetency: to;do it justice, and by a
weakness so common in the woild flom the
apprehansion: of in"abi]it{_ to “avéomiplish ‘as
much’d3'T onght;'I 'have hitherto: beer with-
héldHrom the attempt to accomplish anything
‘atall:: Thug more than a year-has elapsed,
leaving me _still .burdened with’ the Joad of
ny promise: and in now’ uitertaking to dis-
cHargé'it, I'mbst préivise that'yon are only to
expéct the desiltory:and indigested thoughts
which-1 have not ‘the ,means of combininz
into a regalar and systematic’ work, * T'shall
not entangle myself in the controveisy which
hds domttifnes been ‘discussed with'a temper
not very cotigenial-either 1o the nature of the
question itself or the _qxldgupteg er_(_:_lp]gs 9(
Christianity, whether the Bible, | ike all dther
systems, of moralily, lay$ the ultimate basis of
a{lr" himdn ‘duties” in self-love; or whether it
enjoiris’iluties oi:the principle of perfect and
disinterested benevolence.; . Whetherthe obliga-
tions are. sanctioned hy a promise of Teward
or 2 menace of punishriznt, the iltimatomo~
tives Tor'its fiilfilmient may justly be attributed
to thé selfish ‘considetations. Butif obedience
1o:thewill of. Gad be: the universal-and only
foundation:of all moral duty, special injunc:’
tions may be ‘binding izpot” the ‘conseiences
of ‘méhn), although their pérformance: should
nof be ‘secured either:by the impulse of hope
or fear. S .
The Jaw given {rom Sinai was 2 civil and
municipal as"wéll '@ moral~ and religious
‘code; 1t Canitained many statutes adapted to
that time only, and to the particuldr cir¢um-
stances of the -nation to whom it was given;
.they, conld, of course, be biuding upon them,
and only upon thém, until abrogated by’ the
“satnd'authority which’ enacted them, as they
‘afterward were by the christian dispensition;
‘but;many . otherg Were of  universal . applica=
“tion,—:laws essential lo the existence of men
in’'soc1éty, ‘and most of which'have been en-
“aetéld by every ‘nation, which ever:professed
‘anyiende ‘of “laws, - But:the:Levitical was
« given by God himself; it extended to agreat
variety of objects of infinite itnportance to the

" whlfare-of-mén;-but=which“coild*not'‘come
“withit¥Vthe “reach '6f “uiman' legislation’; it
* combined the itemporal and spiritual ;authori-
: ties.together,.and regulated not only the ac-
. tiens but the passions of those to whom it was
_given. JI*It}}'f\iir_x"‘lﬂcégiiq,l:1.vt‘dx’-s'lcia.ﬁ‘ undertakeonly
* ta prestribe‘the actions 6f mer; they acknow-
- ledgeitheiriinability to govern and-direct the’
- sentiments of the heart ;- the very law itsell js
a rule of civil conduct, not of internal princi=
ples, aud there is rid’crime in the Povver of an.

" individinal- to-perpetrate--which he may-not.

demgn,project and_fully intend. without in~
- eutring guiltin the'eya of human law, Itis
one of the greatest marks of divine favor be-
stowed .upon the children of Israel, that the
Legiglator gaye them :rules not only of uction
but-for*the “governiment bf*'the hiéart:* There
-, were . ocgasionally: a few short sententious
principles of morality issued from the dracles
of Greece ; among-them, and undoubtedly.

"+ .the most,excellent of thern; was that of: self-

s,of Rome expressly says came
ipy fLapeniian ¢ o L) . X3
But'if* your woild remark the

hich one of the purést Aihb‘rhlist's"_

* ‘which the ten commandants were proclaimed
. by the . voice of the Alrp_ightiy_ Gad, ‘from’
nd {iglhitning, and

earthquake, i:vy the“sound &f the trimpet;and:

Jsinthe hearing:of six:hundred: thousand souls,,

;withshe, studied .secresy, and,
mimmery with which the Delph
oracles of the Grecia ‘Wert

H

|
stery, and

- powersrecorded; in;'évery. part of; the  Bible

were ix}\(%ﬁglg_lﬁ;._ marked rwith grandeur, and

, sublimity worthy of the Creator of thé "woild;

" andBelbie Which the“godd of Homar) ot ex-

“icepfing ‘hig' Jupitér,"dwindle ifito" the *most

- contemptible _\,ipigme_s:;nhut?{on' 1no, ,accasion’
es

¢ Wag the- manifesfation. of the Deity,s0.solemu,

ily 20 caloulated to make indelible im-

Aipont the “imaginaliohy and soils of
emo ;{1sj‘tq whifi'He reveéaled Hiirigelfas
heit Hosdppeared 'in: the: chardcter of ;thejr

: ’ K !

;e ey LGVl e
-~ Thelaw thus dispensed was, however, i
.. perfect ;. it “was destined to be partly’

0

eilded 4N imprdvad into absoliite peiféction
+nany debs; afterwatds by thé cappearance; of

....Jesus Christ.uponzearth; - But.to; judge;of its
- ip.8Xgellencerasyh system ‘of ;laws, it must“he’

- ¥ » % X - !
ompared with himan “codes hich' ¥xisted

i
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“Cor wére Proniilgatéd at-neatly the satie age:

_of .the ‘world; in other:nations:; :Rémembeiy

. that th -_'I_ng»,was given. 1,490  years-before

.Christ Wwag born; at the time the Assyrian and
Egyptian‘monarchies existed ; but of their go-
vernment and'laws we kinow scarcely anything
save what is coliected from the Bible. Of the
Phrygian, ‘Lydian; and "r'rojan ‘States* at the
same_period, little more is known.. The Pre-
sident Gorget, in a very eélaborate and ingeni-
ous work on the origin:of letters, arts and sci-
ences among the ancient nations, says that
¢ theméxims, the civil tand -political: laws rof
these people:are absolutely unknown ; thatnot
even.an idea of them can be formed, with the
single exception of the Lydiang, of whom He~
rodotus asserts, that their laws'were! the -same-
as the Greeks®:=The same author contrasts
the total darkness and oblivion into which .all
the institutions of these mighty. empires have
fallen, with the fullnéss and eleavness, and ad=
mirable ‘composition of the. Hebrew code,ivhich

earth), aud enters so largely into the legislation
of almost every civilized hation upon the globe:
He observes “that theselaws'have been pre—
scribéd by -God himself: the - merely- human
laws of .other cotemporary nations cannot.bear
any comparison ‘with them. But my molive
in forming the comparison, is to present lo your
reflection’ss a proof-=and te my mind a very
strong proof—of the ‘reality of their divine
origin, - For how is it that the whole system of
government and administration, the municipal,
political, ecclesiastical, military. and morallaws
and " institutions which -bound - in’ society . the
numberless myriads of human :beings. who
formed for many successive ages the stupend-
ous . monarchies of Africa and Asia, should
have perished entirely “and’ beén obliterated
from the'memory of mankind; while the laws
of a paltry tribe of shiepherds, characterized by
Tacitus, and the sneering infidelity of Gibbon,
as ‘¢ the most despised portion of théir slaves,?
shauild not only have survived the wreck of
those enmipires, but- remairi ‘to this day rules-ol
faith and practice to every' enlightened nation
of the world, and perishable only with it? The
reason. is obyious: it is their intrinsic excel-
lence ivhicli'has preserved ‘them from the de-
struction which befals ‘all the works of mortal
man. .’ The ‘precepts ‘of the -decalogue alone
(says Gorget) disclose more sublime truth,more
maxim$ essentially suited to the happiness of
man, than all the writings of profane anliquity
putitogetheér can furiishi’ - The mote you medi-
tate’ on ‘the laws of Moses, the: more:striking
and - brighter. does their, .wisdom appear, . It
would: be a_laborious but not an unprofitable
investigation, to. reduce into'a regular classifi=
cation, like’that of the ‘Institutes: of - Justinian
orithe Comneéntaries of Blackstone, the:whole
Code of: Moses; which embraces .not only- all
the .ordinary’ subjects of Legislation, together
with the principles of religion” and morality,but
lais' of 'ecclesinstical ‘directiond concerning the
miniitest actions and dress of:indfviduals.“-"i'his‘,
however, would lead me -too far fromn my pre-
sent purpose, which is merely to consider the
Bible as a system of motality 5 T shall there-
fore motice thosé ‘parts-of the Jaw which may’
be Teferved “particularly “to “that- class, and at
present must confine myself to a. few- remarks
upon the decalagie itself, which, having been|
spoken by the voice, and " twice “written upon:
theé'stone tables by’ the finger ‘of ‘God, may be
considered as thie foundation 6f-the whole sys-
lem-—of the- ten commandments, emphatically
so called, for the extracrdinary and miraculous
distinetion by which they were proinuigated . -
" The'first foar are religious laws. The-filth
afid- tenth ‘are” properly.-and peciliarly. moral
and’ domestic rules: . The other four are of .the
criminal department -of municipal laws,” The
mnity of the Godhead, {li¢’ protiibition of mak
ing eraven images to  worship-that' of takin;
Tightly”(or'in vain*as:the English: translatio
expresses it) the riame. of the:Deity; and the:
injunction: to observe fhe, Sabbath as a day
sanctified and set-apart for His"worship, were
all'intéided 'to ‘ingulcate the reverdnce for:the
one’only and‘trie God-“that profound and pen—
étratin%’:sqnti'men‘t of:piety:which; in.a former
lelter, I urged as the-great and only immoyable:

| foundation of all himan virtne, Next'{o' the

- Theupiirasulons Sinterpositions ~6f +Divine | Coiies toward the Creator, thit of honoting the

earthly parentsis enjoitieds’ It is to:them: that
every individual'owes the gréatest obligations,
and; to them that. he;is_consequently boind by
the first.and strongest of all éarthlytigs.” The
following commands, applying to’ the felations
{betwedn'man "aiid “his" fellow “moitals; are:all
negative, “a&.:their application- wasuniversal
to:every human, tbeing ::i.-e it . was.not re.
quired that any_posilive acts of bénéficensd i
ward them, should' be performed, bt only to.

their persons 5: 2nd—="in theix property.;" Srd—tin

véfy-souree ‘oft al huian ‘actiofis—ihe heatt
and Spositively;.forbids all ‘those:. desires whigh
fizst - prompt and.Jead Ao every fransgression

tukés, * "Vain'indéed’ wonld > be’!
among thewrilings of-profane-antiquity (ot

merely . of -that: remote. antiquity, but’ evenin

Has notonly‘descended to us -entire, but still |-
continues the national code of the Jews (scat-{
tered as.they are over the; whole face of the |

‘now he is humble, conscious of having sinned,

| The best Chrisli%ns can ordinarily luok back |-
abstain ‘from - Wionging- thém;’ either: 1st—<in|itl
‘heir conjugalirights ; 4th—in theirgood name 3| God;.
| alter which, all the essential.enjoymenits of life | €O
being this guarded fiom volunidry injury;ithe
tenth"and ‘clgsing commandment goes tofhe:| !

upon the property and right'sf oot fallow:cren-,
thié :'search,;

; : .
the -most ‘refined and philosophical- ages of )brought:into a new state, and:a most intere:
Creece and Rome)) to find 'so broad, so com- {ting change is praduced in his conduet. . Her
plete and so solid a basis for morality, as this | indeed, -the .analogy. stops. : The diffe
decalogue lays down. . Yet I have said it was |:between the two changes which are here
imperfect—its sanctions, its rewards, its pun~|pared;proves that. the mode and circum:
ishments, had reference “only " to. the. present | ces'of their production must be very, different,,
life, and it had no injunctions of positive-bene- | Seripture and experience lead. us. 10, believg:
ficence toward our neighbors:: Of these the |thatthe change:which makes a man a,Ohiis=
lniw was not entitely destitute:in :ils:other |{ian is gradual, progressive. .'The Scjiptures,;
paits; but; both'in this respect and in the other,.|are very far from speaking of regeneration.,
it wak to be perfected by Him who brought life |and conversion,-in. the language of human .
and immortality to light in the gospel. ~ Upon|systems, as eflects, which take place in a;
-which subject you shall hear more, moment. On the contrary, regeneration and, ' -
i From your affectionate Father comversion are spoken ..of: as if they were
B Joun Quincy ADAMS. tnklpg_plz\c_e&hrough thewhole o_ﬂhﬁ_s.; 1 The

Chrigtian . is continually experiencing - the
change which is expressed by these ‘and
similarterms. . . . . 0 o

¢“I consider thal’ experience as. well as .
Scripture proves the gradual production of the
change of heart, or the new birth.” Our: ob-
servation will teach us that great changesare -
‘not often suddenly produced in the. human
character. There are, indeed, instances of
men who are suddenly stopped in a career of
sin, and seem almost in . moment to. turn
back and retrace.their steps.” Butreligion is
generally introduced and formed. in us by a
gentler operation. * Where teligious instruc=
which conscience forbids are indulged ! How |tion has been given it early years, there is
many deviations from the path of God’s com- | always some conviction of duty. to God, some
mands are registered in the memory of every | sensibility to sin, some uneasiness at negléet
man“who practises the duty of self-recol-|of religion, some vague purpose of improve-
lection! A religious character, then, -is an}ment.  This secems to be the first stage'of {he
‘aequisition, and implies a change; a change | religious character; and some never ‘pass
which requires labor and prayer—which re- | beyond: this, beyond a feeble and deceitful
quires' aid and strength from heaven; a|purpose of being better. . Others as'they ad-
chunge so greatand important that it deserves | vanes, have their attention in various methods,
to be called a “ new birth.”” The Christian | drawn to religion and a fature life. . Perhaps
is a new man. Once the dictates of con- |some gross sin, into which they are hurried,
science might have beew heard; now they {startles their consciences and forces on then
are obeyed. Once an-occasional gratitude |the thought of their exposure to God’s dread-
might kave shed a transient glow through his | ful displeasure.. . Perbaps some religions com=-
heart 3 now the Divine goodness isa cherished | panion or good example wins their affections,
thought, and he labors to requite it by an|impresse« them with. the loveliness and im»
obedient life. - Ouce his ‘passions were his | poriance of Christian virtue, and shaws them
lords ; now-he -bows to.ihe.authority, and|by contrast .their own miserable deficiency.
waits to hear the will of God.. Once human'| Perhaps some afiliction throws a gloom over
opinion” was his guide, and human favor the’ the present state, leads them to consider .the
reward he proposed’; now he feels that|emptiness ofthe world, and the need of Divine
another eye is upou'him; - thiat ‘his heart and | support, and directs their dejected minds.to
life are naked before' God, and-to approve |that Gospel -which is the only comforter of
himself 10 this-righteous and wnering wit~] human- woe... Perhaps .sudden, unexpected
ness and judge -his highest ambition. < Onée | blessings . recall powerfully .10 them - their
he wasTeady to repine and despond when: his { heavenly Benelactor, and fasten. on. them..a
wishes and labars were crossed ; inow he sees painful sense of their ingratitude.. . Perhaps -
a providence inrlife’s vicissitudes, -the: dis: |an alarming providence, dangerous sickness,
cipline of-a father.in his sofferings, and bears | the  near approach of : death; appals; fconip'el; e
his : bardens;: and - performs -his : duties, with | them to look.inito eternity, and.to feel the na-
cheerful i resignation  toHim* who *assigns | cessity’ of -preparation for.another life. .Per-
them. Once he wassufficiently satisfied with | haps a serious discourse arrests their thoughts
‘himself; orunwilling to feel Lis deficiencies ; | and convinces them that the concerns of their
souls are too weighty: to_be trifled with, « By
these and. other.means,. their. attention..is
awakened to. religion.: : Attention  produces .
solicitude j for none can:think serivusly;on
the subjeet .without feeling.that they. have
sins to-be forsnken, 1o be forgiven. . This:go-
licitude produces prayer ;. and prayer obtains
the aid and influence of.our .mereiful Father
in: heaven..:-The- Seriptures . are. read :with
new - seriousness, : interest,.'self~application,
The mediation and promises- of -Jesus Christ '
aré ‘embraced with new-: gratitude-and hope.
His example appears more amiable, excel-
lent; worthy. of ‘imitation. ‘and. obedience ;
aross sins are forsaken  irregular desires:are
checked ;igrudually the deliberate purpose is
formed: of following him ;. and at-length -this
‘becomes tlie strongest ‘and -most seftled pur-
‘pose’of the'soul. wis sz bty i )

s % This imay ‘be’considered as an'outlineof .

‘the ‘generdl ‘'method :of  regeneration: I
sensible that ‘there is a.great.variety
paths by which men:are brought 16 Go
two minds resembleeach - other.in{al
feelings.>-The- religious history.of.eve an
is in some mensure his own, peculiar to him-~
self.t The:experience: of*each 'is:infliended’
‘by his education, his companions, the kind’of
instruction~hehears;and—by - his* natural
temperament: : The timidanind:is awakened

-
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RY DR. CHANNING.

“Ts a man a Christian by his first birth, or
do his early propensities impel him to the
cultivation of ‘Christian virtues in proportion
as they are known? Do sensual and earthl
desires hear -the voice of conseience, shrink
at once ‘within the limits which reason as-
signs, and lerve the throne of the heart to the
Creator? IHow many desires and habits

desirous to discover his errars contyite in  his
acknowledgments,. earnest in his application
to Divine merey, and resolute in his-opposition
to:temptation..: Once:the thought of a Saviour
sufferiug for humun pardon, and rising. from
the'dead to confer immortality, excited little
interest ;: now -the promises, love, cross,: and
resurrection of Jesus come -home to-him with-
power,und iiwaken gratitude and hope.  Oncé
he:lived chiefly. for himself :..now he has
learnt to love his fellow-beings avith.a sincere
and an efficient kinduess, to lose sight of him=
self in' the prosecution of benevolent designs,
to- feel- for:the . misery, .for thie sins, .of those
around: him, and to endure labors and sacri

fices, tha. he muy g.ve relief to the frail body,
and peace and health to'the:immortal mind.
To conclude,~—once he was alive to injury,
and suffered anger and revenge to direct his
treatment of an enemy ; now. his indignation
is, tempered by, mercy, and.hg"i. reddy to

forgive, - ... LTS i

% From, this brief:sketch, from this. cormn-"
parison. of : the Christian charactér with that]:
to.which otir nature is so proiie, do.we ot see
that:a’great.change is required. to ;nake men
Christians .. I, do. not . say. that the- saine
change.is-1equired jn all..".1 do. not gay that
education has no ifluénee. ., I donét say that
Christianity, now thil i is so widely.diffuséd, | by the terrors of the.Lord; th
and so early ¢nforced on ‘the.mind,, ma ‘0ot factionate 1 is:-drawn by hi e
check many passions before'they h - {'amidst: this ;great variety; the, multitudeof
upiinto habits.. ., But, after, ali; the benefits of | Christians: agree. in this, ‘1hat they can-point-
discipline, . wesee our. nature still, weak, ‘e~ |10 no particular moment: when a'charige was: "~
ring, . yielding . to; temptatiofi, , isglige -was wrought .in’:their hearts. : Theirirehgion
known duty. ,; S1ill, 10 be Christians, a has -grown up by Fdegrees,  veryioften-as -
silently aud amperceptibly as’ the.tr

much to put off, to subdue, 0, correet,
nounce j.and ull haye mueh to put on, 1o de~| which is compared—sends  forth its roots:and
;o800 thal  the: Christian | brarches.? . . y P

quire, 110 cherish.., 'So:-ih
character may still be called a zécond. birth..

to the period;”

) ¢ ien‘they “Wwere governed by [
thy Principles}; 'whién the | God hath,chosen the. vin

werfal than conséience and| oreeps upon the, helptul, wall;
when the sé‘ixéé'of’d\ily' was'| the soft and patient; lamb
it and “uninfluentiall’” By | mild~and . guileless, dove..
b1 G s Piomises' of { peared to:Moae
.and, by the, secrét’ influericés of | nor-th
spint on’ the héait, , they ‘have:'béen
d to - faith,;Hope; and * loves whicli' may:
alled a ' new li ey liave b'ee,i born

sturdy ‘oak, nor * the spi
ush- humble, sl
shi. heiwonld, by thes
check the arrogance; of; nan.:;
5 cureth love like humilit

I YRT M o~ s’, ‘}\é? 18 n"ge 'nd i = :
blafice ‘Betivéen  birth ‘and” the’prodactionjof || - We confess small faults;

Vb

the Christian chardetér” " By both: a: being is | that we havemno great ones. ;




