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7. "his part of the history opens with
% the significant words, « When he came
) kimself? But what along-continued
persxstence in lis apostacy had gone before!
ow many expediedts he hai tried to save
"’3“ himself from this resort! The voice with-
5:(@ ‘had begun to plead with him when
- . first he began to be in want; but he was
% -pot then wdhn«r to listen. Tu his ownervil
" "and foolish way he sought relief. He drew
. closer his connection with those amony
e ‘whom he bad goua to dwell: he sounht
" their-lelp—“he went and joined h:m&,lf
% ‘toacitizen of that cotntry.” The false
'i help only brought him into a lower deep
of want and misery, adding to them the
;- degradatlon of a vile servitude, Not until
3 he fellto the point of utter destitution, and
% had ‘been left in cold neglect, to perish, did
%he go that better way into himself, and
&.

begin to commune with Lis own heart.
Here we discern

THE BEGINNING OF REPENTANCE.

For now, the long—neg]eéted, and over-
po“ered voice within makes itself heard—
“When be came 1o himself, he said, How
% many hired servants of my father’s have
§llrend enough and fo spare, and Ipemh
3 S with huncrel ?  He speaks of the Father
g as“my f.tther,” and the remembrance of

& him, and of his home, come back to his
z sol. No doubt, he had with 2 heartless
jyand sinful selfishness forsaken that home.
aBut now, when busy memory vecals to
%mind the peace aud plenty of that dwelling,

In contrast to the want and degradation of

- tholand of {amine, with a wistful longing
ghls heart inclines homewards. There i
Fenough there, and to spare, he thinks:
© V0L 4,

PART I ~—REPENTANCE.

A GORPEL WITHIN THE GOSPEL.

AN RXPOSITION OF Lugg xv. 11-32.
By Rev. William McKenzie, Ramsay, C.I.
(Continued from page 202.)

and yot “I perish wuth bunger.” He
thinks on what he was, and is, There is
a deep meaning in thatsignificant I—and
Z perish; I a son, the sun of such a father.
It is a backward glanes over all his past life;
and, by a remembrance not yet dead within
him, he realizes his position as an apostate
son. Previous to this he had been out of
himsclf, deceived and deluded by sin, with
no knowledge of himself in the simple truth
of Lis condition and relations. But now,
when e came to himself, be saw what he
might have been, what he ought to be
and what be was. e now knew that he
was & suv, though an apostate son. The
awakened remembrance of his father, and
of home, and the significant uttetancé of
his heart wrung forth by the extremity of
his wisery, and I, his son, perish with
hunger—were the indications of a return
to that self-knowledge which liea at the
basis of true repentance.]

But reader, bave you atlained fo this
seif-knowledge? Have you ever, in coun-
<il with you own heart sought to know your
true condition § Haveyouever thus come to
yourself? How long many arein doing this}
With the most perverse ingenuity, they in-
vent expedients to save themselvesfrom the
pecessity of this vesort. They give them-
selves no time to veflect. They fill up every
precious hour with one or another vanity.
They cuitivate a close and yet closer con-
nection with the world! They widen the
circle of their companionships; they
plunge madly into the vortex of worldly
business and plehsure—all to save them

from themselves, to drowh that voice within

which cannot make itself heard amid the

turmoil,—all to prevent their being left
Ic.9.
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alone with that sonl which they are thus
bereaving of life, Sometimes’ it would
seem that men must go op to the most
shameful excess of sin, before they can come
to know that it is sin. Sometimes by
means of outward misery and disgrace,
the iron must emter into their very soul,
before they come to know that the service
of sinis slavery. Sometimes it is not until
t.hey have sought their help and consolation
in the world, by a course of the profoun-
deat and most humiliating devotion to it,
ﬁmt they find out its emptmess, and their
own misery in havmg nothing better to
trust in. It is often long, very long, before
-men come io themselves.

" O reader,—you who are going on in
such a course of self-forgetfulness,—you,
who give yourself no time to commune
mth your own beart—what madness is
thls? Are youto find happiness by forget-
tmg what you really ave, and ought to
bel—Is your soul to to be satisfied while
;all its true necessities are cruelly neglected ?
—aAure you to find peace amid all that
noise and turmoil wherewith you drown
the voice of ‘conscience? It ismero in-
fatuation. O comeback to yourself. Seek
some quiet place where you can commune
with your own heart, where you can hear
the inward voice which tells you that you
are a son, though an apostate son, and that
your true place is in the Father’s house,
which rou have so long forsaken and for-
gotten ‘When you once discover that the
cause of all the want and misery you have
begun to feel lies in this, that you are a
lost son of God, then your next word may
be, “I will arise and go to my Father,”
a8 it was with this son in the paratle. W,
now trace

'I:EF. PROOESS OF REPENTANCE.

*When he ‘came tohindself,’ when the long
dormant consciousness of sonship awoke

mnthm lym, apd when ‘he 1eal;;ed hjs mlsery.

THE GOOD NEWS.

and degradatlo,n, these were, in his own
mmd, strmghtway connected with his sin,

The last wiord of his self-communing m1ght
be paraphrased thus— I, the son of such
a father, perish with hunger; I perish Aerg
far from him, among strangers; I perish
here by mwy own fault in that I chese to
leave that home! His heart was now
busy with hia sin of apostacy, in which he
now discovered the true source of all his
wretchedness.  His resort to earnest reflecs
tion had thus been productive of two re-
sults—first, The knowledge of himself in
the simple truth of his condition and rela.
tions; and second, The knowledge, or
sense, of his misery and degradation, and of
these as the consequences of bis sin. And
now immediately it begins to bear fruitin
outward action—he comes to the point of
resolution,

Let us try to imagine the scene as depio-
ted here at this point of thehistory, This
son has how come to the extremity of want,
Sent into the fields to feed swine, he is lefy
there in neglect to perish with' hunger.
He is but a young man yet, and, amid all
his rags and wretchedness, there is about
him anameless air of nobility which speaks
him fit for better things than these. Want
and famine have paled his countenance,
and emaciated his frame, and he sits down
wearily, with drooping head, and downcast
eye. The solitude and silence are pro-
pitious to théught, and busy memory be.
gins to lead him Dback through all ihe
windings of his past life. He thinks on
his past ways. He tries his past life. As
sins and follies pass before him in review,
a deep-felt sense of shame overwhelms himn:
lower, and yet lower drcops his head, in
utter dgjection and despondency. But,
suddenly his head is lifted erect, his eye i
lighted up with sowething like a hope;
some murmured words fall.from his hp%
among which you hear, «Iwill arise’

A ray of light and que bas xeached his
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spirit. He will no longer remain amid 'Lhe‘ contains the essence of 2ll those woids of
misery and degradation of the land of lowly confession wlich, in gll ages, the
famine, He will make the attempt to|Holy Spirit puts into the sbouth of
avoid the near ruin now before Lim. ’ e | God's chfldlen ghen leading them back to
will do something rather than perish. Al | Him.

ection aud despondency vanish as he,  Cortesponding to the singlé word of con-
ggnds up, and, \lviLh a (iecisive resoly e,’ fession, tllxele isiut one agzmvation Jf hig
which calls for instant action, says—-“I:sm mentioned. He says, “Father, I have
will anise and go to my father.” | sinned against heaven and before thee,” Thé

His repeutance presses on to its cunsum- , seeming separation here,between heaven diid
mativn in this reslution to relurn, conjuined | the father, sustains the figure in the parable.
with the further ;esollution to confess his { ]?ut, essentially, thisf\{)ml‘d is the sare as
sin.  He says—*I will arise and goto my | the psaimist’s ery of believing penitence,
father, and will say to him: Fath;‘, Iha\i +¢ Aguinst thee, thee only, have I sinned.”
sinned against heaven and Lefore thee, For, the special aggravation of sin, the
and am o more worthy to be called thy , essence of its ;naho'mty coxxs;tsd in thli,
son.” that it is an offence against God, an at-

It is almost impossible to express the, tempted injury and dishonour done to
heart-breaking fulness ofthissingle word of ; Him. Sin may have other aggravstions,
confession— “Father, I have sinved.” It may involve grievous wrong to many;
This is thesinner’s beart ery in returning to , it may bring misegry and want to thesinner
God; bis cry to the heart of the all-merciful | himself, and grief and shiame toall;con-
Father. It springs from the very depths of | nected with him. He may have bitter
carnestness, with no abatement of reserve or | sorrow at the sight of its wretclied con-
apology :—like that prayer of the publican | Seuences, and. profound dread 'a{:, the
in t]iuz htem}ill:; wﬁhen1 he]stood 1::ﬁu ullti: ami . thougll: ?,f l;nsb own ex%o-sture lto t:ie {luigi
with thou xed only on himself and , mentof God because of it, and yét, its rea
God, smotgu upun his br e)abt saying, « God : malignity as an offence against the blessed
be merciful to me TuE sinful one.” 'l‘lus‘ Goud is a consideration, which, if thought
son makes no exeuse, in words, for lis sin. | of at all, lies verylightly on his conscience.
He does not bring forward anything tv ex-, But there is ueither true conviction of sin
tenuate his guilt. e does not plead hxs y nor yet true repentance, where this con-
youth and inexperience, or strong tempta- " sideration does not stand out above and
tionor the perverting influence of bad com- | Lefore ever y other. And thus when, by
panions, or the evxl effect of outward cir- | the operation of the Holy Spirit, any sm—f
cumstapces. Neither does he, in thought, ner is convinced of sin, hls heart’s ery ol
excuse  himself.  Without reserve }01  penitence in turning to God shall be like
apology his Leart, sends forth the e y of , this, “ Father, I havesioned against heaven
confession,—¢ Father, T huvesinued.” Aund , and before thee.” Then shall the contrite
. that single word, so uttered, is enough for | Leart be able to appropriate the words of
Him who searches the heart. The contrite  the psalmist, “ Against Thee, Thee only
heart, breaking under asense of innumerable | have I sinned, and done this evil in Thy
past sins and follies, endures not to wait to | sight.” This is the language of that godly
?rr:;{ thehm all in oxder, but must relieve | sorrow WIi'iGh x‘v?rketh repel;tang? nntoh sal-
tself with the piercing cry, Father, Ihave | vation. as! for vou, reader, if you have
sinned. That wgrd, uttiredy unconditionally, | not yet learned this by heart; for then, you
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tan know only the sorrow cf the world
which woikgth death.

In addition to his confession of sin,
be now alludes, with a timid misgiving,
to his deserving: “Iam no more worthy
to be callsd thy son.” And yet how full
his heart is of this relationship. Tiwice
over has ho alveady said «father;” and to

that father he will speak of himsalf as
¢ thy son,” even though in the same breath
with his confession of unworthiness to be
called so. His heart feels after reconeilia-
tion; with his whole soul he desiresto be
received back and forgiven, He scems to
have a dim hope of it, for what clse gave
tLe secret impulsa which prompted him to '
return and confess his sin? He Zopes to
be forgiven, but yet with a leavy micgin-)
g at heart, for his words were no mere!
words of course when he said, “Iam 2o
more wortky to be called thy son.”
Perhaps, reader, you have never known
any such misgiving. You have never
imagined any difficuity in the matter of
your forgiveness by God. You acknow-
ledge, of course, your sin “and unworthi-
ness, Well, suppose it true with respect
to you that you are “no more worthy to
be called a son,” vn whatdo you rest your
hope of acceptance with God?  God is very
pitiful, you say. No doubt: but God is very
holy. God is very merciful,  Yes; but God
is itfinitely just. .Aud isthere no difficulty
in reconciling your acceptance with that
infinite holiness and justice? Surely you
know not Him withwhom you kaveto do, if
you think lightly of this matter, IHe cannot
orr through ignorance : all things are naked |
and open to Him. He cannot be led astray
by the promptings of a wenk, unwise love;
nor can Ile be deceived by hypecritical
entreatios, and tears, and promises, as an
earthly father may. Ho searches the hearts
of the childran of men. Oue way of ac-
coptance with God thern i however,
though dut one, viz, Through Christ, for

THE GOOD NEWS.

His sake, Besides this, thers is nothing; -

absolutely nothing, on which a sinner can
bunild any true Liope of acceptance. Igit
then, dear reader, becnuse you are trusting
on Christ with all your heart, that you
have no misgivings? Tsit because’ ¢ jus-
tified by faith, you have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ,” that your
soul is at rest? "We beseech you {o ses to
thig matter in time.

This felt difliculty drives the sonin the
parable to an bl and common expedient.
e saw Lis sinin all its inexcusable baseness,
and his heart was overwhelmed with a keen

ysensd of bis unworthiress. And hero the

Jifliculty arcse.  How cowld he be received
back?  How ccull Ze look for a son's
place at bgn)e? The difliculty grows, the
longer he comsiders. O for another trial,
he thinks, for an opportunity to prove iy
penitence, and shew my obedience, and
win back favour in time. And so on his
return home he purposes to present this
request to his father, ¢ Make me as one
of thy hired servants.””  This s his solution
of the difticulty. Only put bim in a way
to merit his support, and, by a course of
service and duty, win back in time a son's
place. This, as Luther says, «is the tor-
ment of all consciences when sin comes
and gnaws them: they run hither and
thither, seek help here and there, and pre-
sumestill to do a great deal in order to pay
God. A heart that is smitten by the Jaw
is humbled indced, therefore it falls down
before the Lord and asks grace; but it bas
still the fault that it will help itself; this
cannot be cast out of nature”® This pride

Lof heart exists in every sinner; this self-

sufficiency, which cannot be persuaded that
its own ¢fuits aré not {o retiave the past,
It is the yet unsubdued pride of his heatt,
which leads the sinner, under a sense of
his sin, to come to God with a requestlikq
thi, ¢ make me a3 one of thy hived sem
vants.” DBut « Gad’s thoughts are not, ouy
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thoughts, neither are His ways our ways.”

God sent His Son to be the Saviour of
the world. % He died, the just for the
unjust, to bring us to God.” For Jesus’
sake and without one reproach or upbraid-
ing for all their past sin, God is willing to
be reconciled, to receive back His apostate
sons and daughters. The sacrifice of His
own Son for sinners, is God’s solution of
this great difficulty. In Christ Jesus we
“receive the adoption of soms,” a gift
divine and free. And it is not presump-
tion, but true .humility, to close at
once with the divine .offer of this free

grace.
So far we have traced the internal his-

tory of repentance, the process of it in the
mind and heart of thesinner. The word
which is now added, “ And he arose and
eame 10 his father,” notes

Tae CoxNstaATION OF REPENTANCE,

.

Bat, reader, possibly we have described
your past history; it has reached so far,
without this blessed consummation. For
few, in a land like ours, where Goa's voice
in the gospel follows His lost sons and
daughters in all tl... wanderings, have
not, sometime or other, felt the strivings of
their higher nature, urging them to arise
shd return to Him. You remember, in
the time of your first great sorrow, when
death had broken in on your home circle,
ot when you were laid down under your
first, dangerous sickness—you remember,
in the solemn quiet of that time, what un-
wonted thoughts visited your heart, and
what sincere resolves were formed, that
henceforth you should live as a child of
God. Or you remember that special sea-
son when the yoice of God in & preached
gospel spoke to you in power; when it
swoke in you the dormart consciousness of
gonship; when you got a glimpse of what

. jou were, and might and ought to be;

and when, for & while, thera were tho mo-
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tions of better thoughts and desires, the
usmg up of high resolves in your soul,
stemming the tide of ungodliness which
had begun to set in. You were once at
the point of saying, # I will arise and go
to my Father.” It wmay be you even
uttered such a resolve. Once you bade
fair to take your true place as a son of the
Highest. Aand though, perhaps, that was
long ago, yet even now there ave within
you the remnants of better things, like the
flowers of & neglected garden, but .he
thorns and brjers of worldliness and sin are
rushing up, zgnd fast usurping all to them—
selves.

Yés, once it was so with you. But you
have begun to be ashamed of early ia-
pressions. You try to persuade yourself
that they were the follies, or at least the
weaknesses of yonth, which it becomes you
now in manhood io layaside. Abh!reader,
that softness of heart and that facility of .
impression are precious prerogatives of early
life. Youth i3 God’s season for special
dealing with His lost sons and daughters.
And the man who has, during all that
season, resisted the strivings of his higher
nature, and hardened his heart against the
fear of God—the man who has succeeded
in beating out of his soul the consciousness
of his relation to God, and of his destina-
tion to a higher life—that man is at the
point of perfecting his everlasting ruin.

But yet, once, there were the beginnings
of good within you, Are there not some
seeds still left? O reader, where do you
now stand? Has the tide of indifference
set in and quenched, one by one, ALL those
beacon lights of promise which once shone
in your soul? Is God your Father still,
mourning over you as & Jos¢ child? still
saying, ¢ What shall T do unto thee; for
your gooduess is as & morning cloud, and
as the early dew it goeth away?’ Has
every fair promise in the past proved false
and vain? Does your past history indeed
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1ack that blessed addition, «.dnd he arose

aing cginé do Kis fathé#"$ This son said,
« T ill arise anid go fo my father:" «ahid
%e arcse and came; —tho most blessed
said and done of which a man is capable.
Rea(_ior, you may have still the germ of
this withid you. Surely, you are not con-
tont, in heart and soul, arid the want and
degradation of the far country? Is there
pot the dim ember of a desire leading you
to God? O that we could now stir up that
feeble spark into a tlame, so that even this
day you right in earnest decision take up
this word, “I will arise and go to my
Father.,” And, once more said, let i, take
ibstant effect. For, between the 3dyiny
aiid thié doing there is often long standing
still—often tho inroads of irresolution, and
cﬁange of mind—often, alas! the sud turn-

ing back. Do 1ot linger, do not hesitate. !

Come; only come, and ye shall be received
"with the full joy of a father’s heart. ¢ Let
the wicked forsake his way, and the un-
righteous man his thoughts; and let kiim
return unto the Lord, and He will havé
mercy upon lum; and to our God, for He
will abundantly pardon.”
oo T et e

“fghe Unfortunste Gentleman”

This expression occurs in a daily news-
paper, in connection with the serious illness
of aneminent scholar, divine, and Christian.

Thé paragraph runs thus: « All hiopes of |

tacovery have been given up, and the un-
fortunate gentleman lies on the brink of dis-
solution.” The meaning is that he is un-
fortundts in being at the “ gates of death.”

This way of speaking is comon, but is
it correct? I it the case that a Chuistian
it any age, or in any circumstances, is in
ati unfortunate posilion, when imexpected-
ly calléd to die. They mdy appear 6 be so
in the eyed of unconverted men. To them
death is fitly represented as the King of

bitors, . But to the Clirivtida death s dif:

THE dood NEWS:
{forént. ¥ id bt £

| the Lord the Spwit.”
| hinders Christians more by discouraging then,,

{ and failures. and their sa
| Jesus, with all its sad results, than in any other
| way; and I canoot help feeling strongly, that in

b6t ién of takiby o
totheir Father, thelr Beloved, sl hotms,
their inhafitance.

Do wé ever employ such language whén
wo didunexpectedly calléd to o Korie® i

(BT

those whom we dearly love,—when wd &
called to occupy & higher position than we
now enjoy—when we are called to possesy
a wealthy inheritance? Noveir. We liaj)
such intelligence as good mnews. We
rejoice in the event, and are congratulated
by our friends on our fortune. ’

So is it with the man who dies in Christ,
who goes to be for ever with the Lord, and
i to join in the praises that are at His right
hand. )

SELF - CONTEMPLATION.

* If 4 man 1s to tind lifo, ho must find it elsewhero
tll}gmtm a decoitful and sterile view of himself."—

wmet.

1f you will allow mo, for once to say what I
think (writes Miss Newton, February 2,1849, to
one who was distressing berself about ber hard-
ness of heart,) you wiil find the greatest possiblo

| help 1n stadying tho character of Carist, not
i)uur own. Read |
3

r the Gospele, to frace out—in
very miracle, and word, and act, and touch, and

| and in every step of the path he trod—what was

his character, and how it developed itself; and'I
think, with the Spirit's help, you will forget your
walk in thinking of kis, and your emptiness in
Ias fulness ; and thus, by beholding asin the glass
the glory of the Lurd, you will be “changed into
the same image, from glory to glory, ¢ven as by
1.do think thap Satan

with showing them their g‘orpotual shortcomings

want of conformity to

urging self-examination in the way so many good
men do, they really aid the mischief. . L like what
M<«heyne said, « For every look at yourself, take
ten lovks at Christ;” only T would double 4nd
treble it, and almost say, “ Never look atself atall
I believe that it 13 when we are mosi occupied
with CuRrist that we are most usefal to oflters
howerver anconscious we may be of it, and how.
ever conscious (as, of course, we shall be more
than ever) of our unlikeness to Him. |, -
1 cannot find a single instance in which, eitliéf
in the Gospels or Epistles, Christiang are tanght,
by example or by greccpt, to make & study ,qf
.their own hearts.—I cannot hélp thinking {ha
inward experiences have far too much taken Xg,e
place of the study of Christ and of the chardctét

of God, and that this accounts in a great measure

for the low and desponding.state of so very may;
: Christians. Do you not think that the éon's'la‘u{

st’udﬁ of Fis chardcter would fat more effectusall;
teach us our depravity than poring into our own

A, L: Neitor .
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DISTRUST IN PRAYER. |

« What profit should we have, if wo pray unto
him?"—Job xxi. 15,

The great majority of us have little
faitk in prayer. Thisis one of those causes
which may produce « habit of mind in de-
votion resetubling that of impenitent prayer,
and yet distinguishable from it, and co-ex-
istent, often, with some degres of genuine
piety. Christians often hase little faith in
prayer as a power in real Lfe. They do
not embrace cordially, in feeling as well as
in theory, the truth which underlies the
entire scriptural conception and illustration
of prayer, that it is literally, actually, posi-
tively, effectually, a means of power.

Singular as it may appear, the fact is in-
disputable, that Christian practice is often
at adiscount by the side of heathen habits
of devotion. Heathen prayer, whatever.
else it is or is not, is a reality in the heatben
ides. A pagan suppliant has faith in
prayer, as he understands it.  Grovelling
as his notion of it is, such asitis he means
it. He trusts it as an instrument of power,
He expects to accomplish something by

raying.

When Ethelred, the Saxon king of
Northumberland, invaded Waules, and yas
about to give battle to the Britons, he ob-
served near the epemy a host of unarmed
men. He inquired who they were, and
what they were doing. He was told that
they were monks of Bangor, praying for
the success of their countrymen. * Then,”
said the heathen prince, « they have begun
the fight against us; attack them first.”

So ary unperverted mind will conceive
of the seriptural idea of prayer, as that of
one of the most downright, sturdy realities
inthe universe. Right in the heart of God's
plan of government it is lodged as a power.
Amidst the cenflicts which are going on in
the evolution of that plan, it stands as a
power. Into all the intricacies of divine
working and the mysteries of divine decree,
1t reaches out silently asa power. In the
mind of God, we may Le assured, the con-
ception of prayer i3 no fiction, whatever
man may think of it.

. It has, and God has determined that it

‘should have, 2 positive and an appreciable

inﬂuancq in directing the course of a
buman kife, It is, and God has purposed
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that it should be, alink of connection
between human mind and divine ‘mind, by
which, through his infinite condescension,
we may actually move his will Tt is, and
God has decreed that it should be, a power
in the universe, as distinet, as real, as natu-
ral, and as uniform, as the power of gra-
vitation, or of light, or of electricity. A
man may use itas trustingly and as sober-
ly as he would use cither of these. It is as
tiuly the dictate of good sense that a man
should expect to achieve somsthing by
praying, as itis that he should expact tq
achieve something by a telescope, or the
mariner’s compass, or the electric telegraph,

This iutense practicalness characterizes
the scriptaral ideal of prayer. The Scrip-
tures mazke it & reality, and not a reverie.
They never bury it in the notion of a poetic
or philosophic contemplation of God
They do not merge it in the mental fiction
of prayer by action in any other or all
other duties of life. They have not con-
cealed the fact of prayer Leneath the mys-
tery of prayer. The scriptural utterances
oun the sulject of prayer admit of no such
roduction uf tone and confusion of sense as
men often put forth in imitating them.
Up, on thelovel of inspired thought, prayer
is PraYER—a distinet, unique, elemental
power in the spiritual universe, as pervasive
and as constant as the great occult powers
of Nature.

The want of trust in this seriptural ideal
of prayer often neutralizes it, even in the
experience of a Christian. The result cannot
Le otherwise, Itlies in the nature of mind.

Observe, for 2 moment, the philosophy
of this, Mind is so made, that it needs
the hope of gaining an object, as an induce-
ment to effort. Even so simple an effort
as that involved in the utterance of desire,
no man wil make porsistently, with no
hope of gaising an object. Despair, of an
olject s speechless.  So, if you with to
enjoy prayer, you must first form to your-
self such a theory of prayer—or, if you do
not couscivusly form it, you must Aave it
—and then you must cherish such trust in
it, as a reality, that you shall feel the force
of an olject in prayer. No mind can feel
that it has an object in praying, except in
such degree as it appreciates the scriptural
view of prayer as a genuine thing.

Our conviction on thig point must Le as
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Joffnito.ind'as fi¥ed a'purfiit
dence of our senses, It mug} betome as.
natural to ue to obey ope as the other. If:
we.suffer our faith, to'drop down from the
lofty conception of prayer as having a lodg-
ment in.the very counscls of God, %y which
the universe is swayed, the plaia practical-
ness of prayer, as the Secriptures teach it,
and as propbets and apostles and our Lord
himself-performed it, drops proportionately ;
and.in that proportion our motive to prayer
dwindles. Of necessity, then, our devotions
become spiritless,. Wo cannot obey such
faith in prayer, with any more heart than
a man who is afflicted with double vision
can feal in obeying the evidenee of hiseyes.
Our supplications ¢annot, under the im-
pulseofsuch a faith, go, as one has expressed
it, “in arightline to God.,” They become
circuitous, timid, beartless. They may so
degenerate as to be cffensive “like the reek-
ings of the Dead Sea.”—St! Hous.

tin the'Gii-

PROFESSOR PORTER ON GETH-
SEMANE.

In a series of Family Papers describing
visits to loly and bistoric places in
Palestine, Professor Porter refers to Geth-
semane—-a subject especially appropriate
to tlie present season.

It would appear that our Lord, during
His visits to Jerusalem, never speat a night
jn the city. Sometimes- he walked to
Bethany, but usually he made the Mount
of Olives his home.

That the Son of Man should have His
house ina garden; that Heshould be forced
to rest, and sleep, aud pray, on the hill side,
under the open canopy of heaven—must
seem to many passing strange. Itlookslikea
practical commentary on His own touching
declaration :—* The foxes bave holes, and
the birds of the air have nests, but the
Son of Man hath not where to lay his!
head.” May we not ask, Lowever, if there
was no house in Jerusalem that would
shelter, no friend thara that would welcome
Him? Was not Bethany near? Was |
there not & home for hitn in the house of
Martha? Why did he not gv to Bethany ?
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air, bn the’ Hotisé top, of '’ gatden o7
field. It is a common thing for familie
to leave their houses in town or villa

early in spring, and bivouac under a.tres
or rude arbour the whole sumimer, s
vellers, when about to spend a few dage
or weeks at a town or village, gonerally
rent & garden and live there. I have done
so myself, and have slept with the earth

| for a’bed, and the starry sky fora canopy.

There is no rain, and no dew; the ground
is dry, and the fresh balmy air of ths
country is far preferableto the close,stifling
atmosphere of an eastern city. Another
thing must not be overlooked, As so
ciety #8 constituted in the East, ove can
bave no privacy in a strange hotse, night
or day, The one apartment in which all
the males sit, sleep, and eat, is open to all
comers, If we would meditate or pray, wé
must go, like Peter, to the house top (Acts,
X. 9), or like Isaac, to the field (Gen. xxiv,
63), or, like Jesus, tv a mountain (Luké
vi. 12. Our Lord desired a place whers
He eould be alone with his Father; and
he chose the garden of Olivet. Most pro-
bably it belonged to some seeret friend
who placed it at his disposal. Be this a
it may, His followers knew it well— and
Judas also, which betrayed him, kuew the
piace, for Jesus ofttimes resorted thither
with His disciples.” (Jobn xviil. 2)

ﬁL LIVE FOR SOMETHING.

— %

* Thousands of men breathe, move, and live
—pass off the stage of life, and are heard of
nomore, Why? None are blessed by tliem;
none eould point to them as the means of
their redemption : not aline they wrote, not
aword they spole, could be recalled, eud so
they perished ; their light went out in dark-
ness, and they were no% remembered more
than the insects of yesterday, Wil you thus
live and die? Live for somethiing. Do
good, and leave hehind you a menument of
virtae that the storms of time can never de
stray. Write your name, by kindness, love,
and mercy, ou the hearts of thousands yon

| come in contact with year by year, and yon

will never be forgotten. No; your name
your deeds, will be as jeaible on the bhearts

Those at all funiliar with Eastern life will
easily understand the whole 1aattern--
Nearly I} the inhabitants of Palestine slesp
dutiuy > great past of the year in the open

you leave belinl y)ru, "as the stars upod
e brow of the evenivy,  Good deeds will
shine as brightly on the earth as the stars of
heaven. '
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| B NIGHT OF PRAYER:

——ntmome

Mot gy’ yéars ago, in gné of our

northern: cities, a trial took place between

8 Christian and an infidel The Ilntter:

hyd sued the former for a heavy sum falsely
alleging ‘his Fromise to pay it for some
stocks which h

Phi Christian admitted an ogrER of the
stocks, but protested that so far from pro-
miising the sam demanded, heLiad steadily
refused to make any trade whatever with
the plaintiff. Each of the parties to the
auit had afriend who corroborated their as-
sértions. Thus the case went before the
jury for decision.

The charge of the judge was stern and
significant. It was a grave and most
painful task which devolved upon him to
instrugt the jurors that one of the parties
before them. must Le guilty of deli-
bérate and wiiful perjury. Their state-
ments were wholly itreconcilable with each
other; nay, more, were diametrically op-
posite; and that either svere innccently

mistaken in their assertions:was impossible.

«Your verdict, gentlemen,” he said, in
conclusion « must decide upon which side
this awful and heaven-daring iniquity be-
longs. The God of truth help you tofind
the truth, that the innocent suffer not.”

It was late in the day when the judge's
charge was given, and the finding of the
jury was to be réndered in the morning.—-
The plaintiff went carelessly from the court
arm in arm with the wicked associate
whom he Bad bribed to swear fulsely on
bis bebalf. The defendant and his friend
walked away together in painful silence.—-
When the Christian reached his home,
hetold his family of the judge’s solemn
charge and of the grave responsibility
which rested upon the jurors. * They are
fo decide whicl of us has perjured our-
selves on this trial,” he said; “and how

terrible a thing for me if they should be,

mistaken, in their judgment. © There is so
little of anything tangible for their decision
to rast upon, that it seems to me as if a
breath might blow it either way. They
caunot sée our hearts, and I feei as if only
God could enable them to discern the
truth,  Lef us spend the evening in prayer
that he may give thera a clear vision.”

o claimed to have soid him.-

| The twelvé juryrich ate ﬁiéfr’sﬁ))i)aa"in
perplexed silonce, anid” ywere: shut . heir
room. o dliberation and consultation.—
“T never sa in wifh & case_befor? said.
tho foreman, “The plaintiff and. defond-
ant have wworn point-blank against. ach;
other; and how are we to-tall which speaks
the truth I cannot see. I shou'd ndt like
to meke a mistake in tha mattar; it would
be z sad affair to convici an innocent man.
of perjury.” Again thore was a silenca

among them, s if each were woighing the

case in his own wind, “For myself, i
feel as if the truth must be with the de.

fendant; I am constrained to think that he

is an honest man. What say you, gentle-

men¥’ Every hand was raised in affirm-

ation of this opimion. They were fully
persuaded of its truth, and gave a unani-

mous verdict accordingly, _

Thus the Christian man was rightfully
acquitted, and he gave thanks to God
with a newer and stronger confidence in
the power of prayer. ¢ Call apon me in
the day of trouble; I will deliver thes, and
thou shalt glorify me,” saith the Lord.

IDOLS PUT TO A GOOD'USE. .

When Havelock, the noble English sol-
dier, took Rangoon, the eapital of Burmah,
tue first thing he looked for after the
city was taken was a fit place for a prayer-
meeting-

‘Where did he find one? 'Chere was a
famous beathen temple in & ratired grove,
devoted to the service of Boosh. Have-
lock securad one of the chambers jn it, a
large room filled with images of idol gods,
sitting all round.

One day an officer, strolling round the
temple, t! ought he heard the sound of
English singing: he stopped and listened..
1t was certainly psalm-singing in the good
old Englishstyle. He followed the sound,
and behold, it led him toan upper chamber,
where Havelock, with his Bible and hymn-
book before him, surrounded by more
than a hundred of kis soldiers, was hold-
ing a prayer meeting! The room was.
dark, but cvery idol had a lumpin his lap,
shedding more light than any idols ever
éid before. . .
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. HAVE YOU AN ANCHOR? The invisible tide bore him awsy so softly
LT e and so silently that he did not observe the

Looking out, from our upper window this | motion. Had the wind risen he would have
tiorning we cai see 4 home-bound ship riding | taken the alarm; he did not suspect that an ug-
gallautly ap the bay. She looks weary from ! der-curreut was stealthily carrying him away.
aJong. voyage ; ‘and _ob ber ‘bow, as n field- | So are thousands of Christian professors can
marshal wears a star on his brenst, she bears ! ried on the rocks every day, not with shocke
her anchor. It has doune good service, and ! of adversity, but by nvisible ander-currents,
deserves. its place of honour on her front.. It{One man insensibly drifts into neglect of
bas been her salvation on many a pight of | prayer. and into laxity of Sabbath observance.
tempest. Though it hangs idle now, beneath { Another gets in an, under-current of world-

her bowsprit, yet more than once when the
gale struck her in the open roadstéad ; or,
when off a wild lee sbore, the harricane
made hideous music ihrough her cordage,
like one immense harp strung to the gales,
that anchor was unloosed, and running -out
with merry rattle of the chains, it dived
straight downward to itsresting-place.  Tpon
the bottom of the deep its flukes took brave
hold; and while the ship strained on the
cable above, the patient Hukes stoutly held
on below. As soon might she attempt 2
voyage without o compass to guide her, or
without canvas to impel ber, as without an
anchor to k2ep her from the devouring rocks
or the yaweing lee shore. So when she re-
turps n triumph from a cempaign with the
clements; scarred with collisions of the angry
deep, it is fitting that she bear on her bosom,
as a trust and a trophy, the good anchor that
held her safely.

Voyager to Eternity ! have you the “anchor
of the soul, sure and steadfast?” Tt js the
Christian kope, Paul tellsus. It is the hope
in Christ which holds the soul of man as
anchor holds a ship. You cannot have it

withoot knowing it ; and if you have it,, you |

will be noue the better if you do not use itin
the hour of need.

You will need it o keep you from drifting
away into scepticism and unbelief.  There
isno such safegudrd against practical infi-
delity as the possession of = living faith in
Jesus.. And tho secret of so many a lapse
into error—of so much veering about with
“every wind of false doctrine”™—is found in

the lack of a well-grounded hope in the inuer |
heart.  As soon as the soul begins to swing !

away into paiuful doubts—doubts of Gad, of
the truth of his Word, of the mercy of his
dealings, of the triumph of lis cause, or o

the reality of heaven—then let go the anchor
to thebottom. Nothing else will hold against
that devil of doubt, but a practical faith in
the Lord Jesus. :

There is a danger to the Christian greater
than adversity or persecution of enemies. 1t
is from the stealthy under-currents of tomp-
tation. An‘unanchored ship may be Iving on
waters as smooth as glass, and yet, before
the master is aware, his keel is on a rock.—

liness ; it swings bun along slowly but surely,
until he has lost sight of the light-house on
the headland : he 1s aroused by no sudden
i shock, but when we look for him where he
used to be, and where he ought to be, heig
not there. The world gof hold of his keel,
and his auchor had no hold on Christ. Is
not this the sceret of by far the larger part of
all the backsliding in the Church?

It is not strength of intellect that saveza

map, or the surroundings of society, or alliance
with a chureh, or orthodoxy of belief, Al
these have proved but ropes of sand at
tached to anchors of straw. They never hold:
a man when the tide of temptation sets in.—~
He must have Clristian priaciple, or he is
lost. No man is safe in business, or safe
tiu public life, or safe in private morals
twhen his conscience is unloosed from Christ.
!\Vhen his godly principle gives way, he
may float smoothly for a while, but it i3
'a mere question of time, how soonhe shall
Ustrike and go to the bottom. Remember,
'God uwever insures & man, even in tto
Church, who has no anchor of trme reli-
aion. Aud if you ever reach heaven, my
friend, you will come in, like yonder vessel,
with your auchor at the prow. You will
give all the glory then, not to your own skill
or your own seamauship, but to the blessed
“gnchor, sure and steadfast, which entereth
into that within the vail.” T

© “There are ships” says the eloguent
AMelville, «that never will founder in life’s
battles or go down in life’s tempests. There
are ships which shall be iono peril whea the
last burricane shall sweep earth and sea and
. sky ; and which, when the fary is overpast,

L and the light that knows v night breaks
 glorivusly forth, shall be frund on tranquil
vaml crystal waters, resting beautifully on
| their shadows. These are they wio have
trusted in Jésus; these are they who have

been anchored upon Christ.”—T, L. Cuyler.

! Take Christ for your hape, his charac

i ter for your model, lis love for yvour motive,

lhls spint for your strength, aul bhis pro-
mises for your encouragement.
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r "THE GLORIOTS GOSPEL OF good, neither are you njustified by, your
+ * CHRIST. " | own personal‘evil;;.you are not'one jot more
— just when you hate. done all the godd. you
Reader, mistake not the ground of your  can, uud you are vt une Job the Jess:jast
justification befure God! This is the error | when you bhasve cummitted all the weaknésses,
of moust professurs ; they mislay their justifi- | und fullen into all the frailtics, that'a saint
¢auon, by laying it partly apon fuith aud | cen full into, because your justification is built
artly apon their hofiness. Now, beloved, only upon Christ, and upon what-he did.and
this is what I. would desire the Lord to bring f suffered. .
you and me to—tv hnow that we are just| Mgy justification is built npon the déathand
men only by the righteousness that is in Chirist | resurrection of Christ ;-he hath fulfilled the |
—that the faw is perfectly fulfilled for me by | law, he hath paid the debt, he is out ‘of
Jesus Christ, aud not partly by i and | prison ; he is even at the right hand' of God,
partly by me, but only and perfectly by Him. | and the Father issatisfied. Here is my justi-
Then let me build my justification upun that | ficaticn, and, believing this, Yam happy.—
only, and not upon what I am. Cradock. :
’l‘ul}e hec% gf that,hnug let it be built wholly | * )
upon Jesus Christ——his death and resurrection
..I-,-“ who was delivered for our offences, and, PRAYER A BUSINESS.
reised again for our justification.” He died ~ X R
and rose again, « that the righteousness of the | Not a few persons who admit the duty
law might be falfilled in us” By believing and privilege of prayer fail to recognize its
in Jests, He and we are regarded by God as | place as a means of success. Prayer isa
one ; and then whatsoever Christ is or hath ‘ ;:"‘lzr»s t)tf f{:g“}gr}’g ;:"t‘:ﬁ%g :&mn23§lel}:li
15 ours. Wherefore, Smt? the apogtle, Jhe i or brain work ; as strategy or hard fighting.
righteousness of the luw is fulfilled in us"— !y to o form and
Ho doth not say it is fullled in Christ, |\ o, 'r¢ Prone to go to prayer as a form an

, to hurry to our business afterward as the
though that.b.e true ; but ho takes the, bold- | rcalit.y,i'.'hcrcas prayer is part of the business
aess 1o say itis « fulfilled in us,” by virtue of jtself. ' We complain that our business
ourunion with Jesus Clrist. So iu every  leaves us no time for prayer, whereas we
true believer the rightecusness of the law, | neglect our business when we omit prayer,
through Christ, is perfectly fulfilled. Zas truly as when we omit posting our de-

The weakest and pourest saint hath 2s per- , counts or withhold the proper amount of
fectly fulfilled the luw &s the strongest aud , manual labor from our tasks. Wheh, we
richest, for Christ is as truly his nghteous- | fail in busincss, or when our affairs become
ness. It was because of the righteousness of | vexatious and “our work goes behindhand,
Clrist that Paul could say, and that every ; Wecan give this or that account of the failure
believer can say, I am dead to the law— 1 O tr?ulfle, blut does it occur to us as one of
Ifyou are airue believer, you are os tho- ;ﬂ:gnct,‘:l';f‘s’;f’:fr‘;}eg;z;‘ée‘?gts‘;fg%;l;c 1{1‘?;‘.!1'01;

. , N i ality g T W
sy e s conduing pove ol 1ol REC S Grimcns
that fif t h The 1 o 1 : . rebellion still defies the armies of the nation,

2Lot s country. —Lhe iaw has no pOWer gy prone are we to search out the cause in
to condemn Jesus in whom we trust, and it | 41, jnefficiency of generals, and the stupidity
would not be in accordance with justice if it | of the cumbinations, but we too slowly come

condemned us who trust in Him ; fur God hus | to the question whether Christian people of
said, - Ie that believeth in Him js not con- jthe Jaud have Leen praying as they should.
demaed.” | We ought, calmly to.reckon prayer as

‘Cherefore, if you are a believer in Jesus, ,among vur daily, most practical, most cfii-
youare regarded by God as perfectly just and ; cient modes of business. We should set it
righteous as if you had never sinned "agamst ; down as indispensable to succes. We should
the law of (od—not by your own righteous- ; §et rid ofall that false feclinz which regards
ness, but by the rightcousness of Jesns:itasan mtgrrupt‘xon, and }\'h}c!l instigates
Christ—* The righteousuess of the law is ful- l us to a hurried dxs'p‘osal of it, if in the least
filed” God the Father acknowlédgeth that | degree crowded‘. That we ought always to
bis Son hath satisfied the law, and therefore ; SB° ud a ]?ng. bcafmf.lﬁ prayues we d?dfmt
we are frecd, tafiirm.  We know well that the crowding

Dear reader. let me beseech in i jprayer often suffers, is not so much from
iery eseech you rgain 10 , aysolute want of time, as from an undei-csti-

tearn from this that your Ju§t1ﬁcatxo{1 (vour ; mate of the value of praycr, and from a falso
pardon and your acceptaoce) is not built upon | distinction drawn Letween it and our daily
anything that'is in you, or that is done by activity. What we plead for is, that it shall
Fou, or that you may hope to do hereafter. | Lave its fair share of time. -
You are notjustified by your own personal ¢ True prayer and prayerful Inbor cannot well

¥ -
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bo dlstingnished, but.axe the gomplements,
of-Badh %;gxer. “True prayer  encoutsges,
cloozg, and cheors ihe mint, and prompis
to-the highest, noblest, most heroic labor.
Only-that labor which'is steeped in prayer
produces living, lasting rdgults. In fact, we
geach .o right estimate of prayez, when we
xegard it as:tho most potent agency in-the
earth, the mightiest insirument a human
arm can wield, when we kave faith in it as
sbove all our material .and human means,

and a8 repching and onlisting.the energy of
* of Omnipotence.

Let us therefore feel that we have done
nothing in any private or public enterprise,
if w2 have not prayed., Let us regard with
‘suspicion, thoso schemes to which we have
hestened and in which we have become
absorbed, to the exclusion or the serious
hindrance of our prayers. Let us convict our-
solves of o sérious deficiency in our business
priaciples—if we undervalue, or overlook
pioyer a8 a prime agency of saccess. Letus
Viowthe necessity of prayer in the light
-of common sense, no less than of conssience
and religion.—4m. Presby.

ETERNITY! O ETERNITY!

Jmmortal ‘men } are you to spend an eter-
‘pity in heaven or in hell ? and are you losing
yourselves among the vanities of this world ?
‘Will you never awake ? Sleep on then, and
toke your rest. But know you that the mists
of death will soon gather aronnd you. You
will'belaid apona g?’ing bed. 'lime is gone
and eternity has come. I sce you lying there
withont a friend tojhelp youin heaven or earth.
I see you cast back your eyes on mis-spent
-Sabbaths-~on murdered privileges— oa wast-
ed.time. You remember the calls yon once
rejected. I hear your cry, “Ihad a soul, but
prized it not, and now my soul is gone. Ten
thousand worlds for one more year >—ten
thousand worlds for one more Sabbath in the
house of God I”

I look a little farther, and I see the pertur-
bations of the troubled sky. The sign of the
Son of Man appears in heaven. The last
trumpet sounds. That body which had been
committed to the grave is organized afresh.
It opens its eyes on the strange commotions
of a dissplvieg world. It 1sforced to ascend.
The jodgment-seat is set in the clonds of
heaven and the books are opened. I hear
you cry to rocks and to mountains to cover
you ; but rocks and mountains are sunk io the
general ruin.  The books are gpened, aud on

‘a black page are sprédd out all the sins of
‘your 'life. ,That page js held up hefore.n
,flrogningnmvexse. Thejn'ggr_ge%t ended, the

udge preparesto speak,  God of mepey, save
Joc.from .that honr? ;.Etemm;jnsiic;ﬁom

B NEWS.

apon his awfal brow. His right haud grasps
teg: thousand thunders. Witﬁ a?agg before
wwhich heaven aud earth fiee away, he turng
full apon his foes : “ Depart, ye curged, into
.everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his
angels.” But 1 return, and, blessed be Gad,
L.still find myself on praying ground and my
dear hearers abont me. Thisis not the judg
ment day. o
Bat, my beloved rexder, X expect sogn 4o
meet you at the bar and give an account of
my message. Itisin {ull view of-that awfal
scene that T am speaking thus to you, <I
wouid not have you perish ; but if you. perish,
1 would clear my garments of your bloed,

OUR ONE LIFE.

BY DR. BONAR.
"Tis not for man to trifle! Life is'brief
And sin is here.
Our age is but the falling of a leaf—
A dropping tear
‘We have no time to sport away the hours,
All must be earnest ina world like ours.

Not many lives, but only one have we-
One, only one!

How sacred should that une life ever be—~
That narrow span!

Day after day filled up with blessed toil,

Hour after bour still bringing in new spoil

Our being is no shadow of thin air,
No vacant dream,
No fable of the things that never were,
But ouly seem.
'Tis full of meaning as of mystery,  {iog be.
Though strange and solemn may that meas-

Our sorrows are no phantom of the night,
No idle tale;
No cload that doats along a sky of light
On summer gale.
They are the true realities of the earth,
Friends and companions even from our birth.

0 life below ! how brief, and poor, aad sad !
One heavy sigh,
10 Life above ! how long, how fair, and glad!
An endless joy.
Oh.! to be done with daily dying here;
Oh ! to begin the living in yon sphere!-

10 day of time,how dark ! . O-sky-gud eafth,
How dullvyour hue! )
Q.day.of Christ, how bright | Qsky znd eathy
Come, b ttem?f mi:’fﬁ‘;&?}:éh 1
ome, hetter Eden-with, thy fesher:gopem!
Csme,-'b!jghtergsntsm,:glqdégn@u&h%ﬂ

|
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PHOTOGRAM OF SPIRT
4 FHOL INDOLENCE. TUAL

Zeoent. by the field of the slothful, andpy the
v:‘: lai‘d of the fm{i& voi{l of understanding, and
25, st wns all grown ote= with thorns, and nettles.
kad cavered the {ue thereof, and the stone wall
eheréof wwas broken down. Then Isaw andcor:

fidered it well> T looked upon it, and rereived in- |

struction. Yet @ little sleep, a little stumber, a
little folding of the hands to sleep; so shall thy
paventy come as orc that travelleth, and thy want
as g armed man”  Prov. «zid. 3

‘We bave here indolence portrayed by
the-hand of a master; and as it stands be-
fore us on the canvas, certain facts strike
us concerning. it; namely, that it is foolish,
pracrastinating, and ruinous.

1.Ir 18 FoorisH. Solomon character-

izes this indolent man as one “void of un-|

derstanding.” Wherein do you see this
man's folly?  Jn the flagrant neglect of
his own interests. Unlikethe condition of
millions who have not one yard of green
sd which they can call their own, this
map held a little estate in his possession.
He had & *field” and a “vioeyard,” and
upon the cultivation of this depended his
bread. But he neglected it, and it was
grown over with thorns. Morally, this
vineyard may signify our spiritual natures,
with all their faculties and potential powers,
and which it is both our “manifest interest
aod bounden duty to cultivate. There is
one noticeable point of distinction between
material and spiritual cultivation. ~ You
may cultivate your field by proxy,
but you can only cultivate your soul your-
wlf.

IL Ir 1s PROCRASTINATING. Solomon
observed that indolence in this man led to
constant procrastination. I saw and con-
sidered it well; I looked upon it, and re-
caived instruction. Yet a little sleep, a
little slumber, a Jittle folding of the bands
to sleep.” To the indolent man duty is
always for the morrow. Theidea of work-
ingis not given up but postponed from
day to day; and the longer it is postponed
the more indisposed the mind grows for its
performance, It is always asking for a
longer delay, always seeking « a litleslum-
bar,” or always looking-to a *more conven-
fent season.” :

I, Jras _murxous. 1. LConsider the
wretched condition o ofick his estate was

: pas |~ R
seduced. v Lo, 1t mas.all grown over with 'and.

1
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thorns,” etc. It might hpve waved in
i;oldeu .grain—it miight “have béen scene of
oveliness and plenty;:but.it-is an.unsightly
wilderness, unprotected, open to-the foot
of every intruder. It is noleiorthy that
ruin comes not by cultivation but by ne-
glect.  Your garden will soon become a
wilderness if you meglect it.  Heaven's
kind arrangement this to stimulate labor.
{tis so with the soul. You need nof
strive to ruin yourselves—do notking and
you will bé dammed, ~ T T
2. Consider the utter destitution to
which it must inevitadbly conduct. - By this
indolence ¢ thy poverty shall come as one
thattravelleth,” ete. Two things are sug-
gested by thess words: (1.) Zhat the ruin
¢ gredual in 5 gpproach. = “Thy
poverty shall come.” Tt dogs not divat
on you at once like a thunder-stormi. 'The
punishment of the indolent farmer takes
all the months from Spring-time to harvest
to approach him. Fulland adequate retrj-
bution does not come at once. ~ *“There i3
a treasuring up.” Itis coming now “as
one that travelleth®—itis on theroad. _(2.)
The ruin is terrible in its consummation,
“ As anarmed man.” It will sejze you ag
with the grasp of an indignant warrior.
Indolence brings ruin. - o
Brother, thou hast a momentous work
to do, thou hast to cultivate the wilderness.
of thy nature, thou hast to repair thé moral
fences of thy soul. In other words, the
hast to rebuild the ruined-temple of thy be-
ing. Thou hast no time tolose. Thou hast
slept already too long. ¢*Resolve and do”
at once.
“Lay firmly every stone; long years may be,
And stormy winds may rend, ere all be done;
Bat lay the first: thon mayest not live to see
To-morrow’s sun.” o

Tre Worp or tae Lorp.—The Word
of the Lord is tried (Psalm xviii. 30). A
tried friend is a Zrue friecnd. The Word
says, “Him that cometh unto Me, T will
in no wise cast out” John Bunyan, the
wild wicked ‘inker-boy, found it so: John
Newton the swearing slave captain found
it so. Thousands ar ready to rise upand
say, . The Word of.the Lord #s tried: I
put it to the proof, and it saved me

der, can you 508 Then comg
Y IR s 18 ty ' a4 Sl s see e
-?gp*?ﬂﬁ? vw stl}y it 23}'&0.
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MATERIALISM.
THE, POSITIVE ARGUMENT AGAINST IT.

(C’bntinued JSrom page 214.)

The next evidence in support of the doc-
trine of the immortality of the soul, drawn
from our Lord’s teaching, to which I would
for a little solicit your attention, you
will find in Luke xvi. 19-31; where we
have an account of the death and subse-
quent condition of the 1ich man and
Lazarus. Now here I would first direct
your attention to the fact.that, when Laza-
rus died, we are told that he was carried
by theangels into Abraham’s bosom, which
just means that Lis soul was earried by the
angels into paradise. Secondly, we are
told that the »ich man also died and was
buried, and that in hell he lifted his oyes,
being in torments. It can hardly be veces-
sary for me to remark, that it was not the
body of the rich man that was in hell
That was doubtless bwied in his own
sepulchre, where Abraham was not, and
where the body of the poor beggar would
.not bave been tolerated for a moment.
Here then there can be no reasonable doubt
that our Saviour taught, that the souls of
Abraham and Lazarus in paradise and the
rich man in lell, were in the exercise of
consciousness and general intelleciual ac-
tivity. Tho rich man is represented as
being in torments, and when he could op-
tain no wmitigation of his sufferings, as
beseeching Abraham to send Lazarus to
his father’s house, and testify to his five
brethren, who were probably unbelieving
BSadducees Jike himself, regarding the real-
ity of the future state of existence, lest they
also should come into that placa of tor-
ment, It matters nothing whether this is
an actual history or a parable. If a parable,
it was meant, like all our Saviour’s other
parables, to impress great truths upon the
mind. And two of the truths meaut to
be convered by this parable, if it be a
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parable, are the reality of fhe'futuée’stém
of existence, and tha dangér of disbelieving
it. Such then being the obvious teaching
of our Lord in this passage, the conclusion
follows inevitably, that it man is"merely a
material being, and if he has not a sol
which survives, in a state of mental activity,
between death and the resurrection, then.
our Saviour taught false doctrine. One
almost shudders to utter the statoment,
but it inevitably follows from the position
taken up by the materialists. It was the
firm persuasion of this that made me look
with such dread on this doctrine from the

rbeginning; and I am satisfled that, if its

advocates carry out their prineiples to their
logical sequel, they will land them inevit-
ably in infidelity.

Thero is just one other proof in support
of the soul’s immortality, arising from our
Lord’s teaching, to which T shall at iyresent;
direct your attention. That proof is
founded on our Lord’s declaration to the
penitent thief on thé cross, «Verily I say
unlo thee, to-day shalt thou be with me in
paradise”” In order to evade tho foree of
this striking testimony, materialists contend
that the puuctuation here is erroneous,
that the comma should be placed after the
word fo-day, and that it should read thus,
Verily I say iinto thee to-day, thou shalt
be with me ip paradise, 7. at some future
period.  This intexpretation we hold to ba
utterly inconsistent with common sense.
What new idea is conveyed by the word
“lo-day,” if coupled with # J say unio
thee”? There was no other time when he
could, give the promise to him of being
with him in paradise; but how comforting
the promise when told that that very day,
immediately after death, he would bewith
him in paradise. I had some compassion
for men who have been inclined'to materi-
alistic views, when staggered by some of
the obscure statements in the Old Tests
ment regarding déath. But here they hava
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10 axcUse, Their treatment of this passage

1 regard as a miserable shift to get 1id of
a strong’ testimony against their peculiar
views—as, handling the Word of God de-
ceitfully—as an attempt to bend a plain
slatement, so as to force it into harmony

- with-their preconceived views,

There is an event connected with ot
TLord’s history, which affords a very strong
testimony, perhaps I should rather say an
irresistible evidence, regurding the soul’s
immortality—I mean the appearance of
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-cross, « Father, into thy hands T comménd

my spirit” It is altogether mohstrous,
and- most derogatory to Jesus to suppose
that in such solemn circumstances he would
commend his breath into the hands of
God} and therefore the conclusion is irre-
sistible that it was his soul now on the
point of departing, that he commended
into the hands. of his heavenly Father.

Let us now ake a rapid survey of some
of the more important evidence for the
soul's immortality, contained in the apos-

Moses and Elias with our Saviour on the | tolic epistles and in the book of Revelation.
mount of transfiguration; conversing witl | Paul speaks repeatedly and very plainly in
himregarding the decease which he should | reference to this subject. In 2 Cor. v. be

accomplish at Jerusalem. Elijah passed
into heaven without tasting of death,-but
Moses died like other men, and his body
was buried in a valley over against Beth-
peor. And yet we have an account of his
glorified spirit appearing with Elijah on an
important mission 1o Jesus, during the
days of his flesh, from which it is plain not
only that the spirits of men live in a state
of consciousness and activity when separate
from the body, but that the souls of de-
parted worthies are employed by God on
missions convected with the welfare of the
church on earth, I believe that they are
among the spirits sent forth to minister to

speaks of the body as being the clothes of
the soul, and of death as being an uncloth-
ing of it; and though he would rather
have passed into heaven without being un*
clothed—tbat is, without tasting of death,
vet so confident was he of the superior
condition even of departed saints, that he
was willing rather to be absent from’ the
body and to be present with the Lord.
Whilst the spirit was at home in the body,
be felt that he was absent from the Lord,

izmd this absence from the Lord was thg

reason why he wished rather to be away
from the body, that he might be present
with the Lord. And so he telis us, in the

them who shall be heirs of salvation. I;first chapter of the cpistle to the Philip-
‘&m cosfirmed in this view Dy the fact that | pians, that for bim ¢ to live was Christ, and
the angel who carried Jobn away in the | 1o die gain.” Now would Ze, who enjoyed
Spirit to a great and high mountain, andlso much the service of his Master, have
showed bim that greal city, the Holy ispoken of death as gain, if it had been to
Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from j put an entire stop to kis service in the Re-
God, and Dbefore whose feet he fell down ; deemer’s cause, to deprive him of all com-
to worship, was the glorified spirvit of almuuion with him, and consizn him, for
departed saint. ¢ See thou do it not,” ; thousands of years, to a state of uncousei-
said the angel, < for I am thy fellow-ser- | ousness and temporary nonentity ¢ Again,
vént, and of thy brethren the prophets, | he says that ‘he had a desire to depart
and of them which keep the sayings of | and be with Christ, which was far better.”
this book: worship God.” But perbaps | The reason why death was gain was that,
the most decisive testimony of ali are the | when it separated him from the body, it

.last words which Cbrist uttered on the ! would introduce him imamediately into the
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presenca of Christ;.and.thersfors he con-
nocts his departing with his being imme-
diatoly with Chiist.

Much in the same way Peter talks of
being in this tabernacle—that is, of his soul
residing -in -the body, and of putting off
this-tabernacle, tee. of dying: ¢ Yea, I think
it meet," says he, “as long as I am in this
tabarnacle, to stir you up by putting you
in remembrance; kuowing that shortly I
must put off this my tabernacle.”

In Heb. vi. 12, the righteous dead are
deseribed as being in actual possession of
the promises made to the fathers: “That
yo be not alothful,” it is said, ¢ but followers
of them who, through faith and patience,
inherit the promises.” In Eph. iii. 15, the
whole Church is described as being partly
in heaven and partly on earth. «For this
cause,” it is said, “I bow my knees unto
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of
whom the whole family in heaven and
earth i3 named.” In Heb. xii. 21-24, we
are told that in the city of the living God
dwell not only Gud Himself, the Judge of
all, and Jesus the Mediator of the new
covenant, and the innumerable company of
angels, but also the spirits of just men
made perfect, all dwelling together in the
same holr and bappy place. This idea is
beautifully brought out by Charles Wesley
in thess striking words:—

Let all the saints terrestrial sing,
With those to glory gone;

For all the servants of our King
In earth and heaven are one.

Oune family we dwell in Him,
One Charch above, beneath,
+Though now divided by the stream—
The narrow stream of death.

One army of the living God,
To His commai.. we bow;

Part of His host have crossed the flood,
And part are crossing now.

Ounce more; in 1 Thess. v. 10, it is said
of Jesus, #who died for us, that, whether

Feo.wake or elesp, e should live togather | ¢
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with him.” This seemg, o sua 8 very ime
portant text, for it clearly teaches tbat. the

 eaints, whether ahve or dead, whet.her in

the body or out of it, should live together
with Christ. This shows that, though,
whep Christians die, they aze said to fall
asleep, this is figurative langnage, merely
taken from the appearauee of the body,
when death sets his seal upon it, and not -
at all meant to indicate that the soul falls
asleep, or subsides inte a state of uncon-
sciousness at death. For h\.re it i sald
that Christ died for us that even when we
sleep we should live torrether with Hiwm,
Time will not permit me to euter at large
on the consideration of the passages in the
book of Revelation, which bear upon this
subject; but there is ong a9 striking, and
to my mind irvesistible, that I cannot omit
it. You will find it in chap. vi,, vers. 9
and 10: “ And when he had opened the
fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls
of them that were slain for the Word of
God, and for the testimony which they
held.” Now it is here distinetly said, that
he saw under the altar the souls of them
that had been slain. He saw them living,
though their bodies had been slain, and
heard them crying with a Joud voics, say-
ing, “How long, O Lord, holy and true,
dost thou not judge and avenge our blood
on them that dwell on the earth? And
white robes were given unio every one of
them; and it was said unto them, that thay
should rest yet, for a little season, until
their fellow-servants also and their brethren,
that should be killed as they were, should
be fulfilled.” Now here the prophet de-
clares, in language so plain that it cannot
be mistaken, that he saw under the altar
the souls of martyrs for the truth of Jesus,
living in the full enjoyment of their intel-
lectuai powers, and praying God to avenge
their blood upon their murderers; so that
it must either be admxtted that thei uan);-
.‘t,yhgf the soul is @ g‘opous truth o!
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givaletion, or that no-confidence is to be
placed dn the Bible as a revelaiion -from
God.

1 have not nearly exhausted the Serip-
ture evidence on this great subject. I am
satisfied, however, that enough has been
gaid to convince of the immateriality and
goparate existence of the soul, every candid
and intelligent person who comes to the
etudy of the Bible, not with a mind warped
by prejudice and a desire to get Seripture
on his side, but with the simple desire to
know what saith the Spirit in the Woud,
and to be on the side of Seripture. I am
satisfied that, in very many cases, it will
hefound that the advocates of materialism
have adopted that gloomy and degrading
theory, not because it was forced upon
them independently by the mass of Serip-
ture evidence in its favour, but because.
they thought it more consistent with an-
other doctrine which they had adopted,
and helped greatly to corroborate it. I
think it will generally be found that mate-
rialists deny the eternity of future punish-
ment, and eome of them the very existence
of it, For though some of them admit
the resurrection of the wicked, others, and
I think, according to their syslem, with
far more consistency, deny their resurrec-
tion, and contend that death terminates
their existence aitogether. Coming then
to-the consideration of this great subject,
with such prepossessions, we ean ses how
it is that some men have resisted the im-
mense mass of Scripture evidence on behalf
of the glorious doctrine of the immontality
of the soul.  On no other principle can I
see how men of common sense car examine
and weigh the wkole Scripture evidence in
behalf of the <oul’s immortality, and yet
esist 6. To my mind it appears certain
that. there is no truth revealed in Seripture
fTith .greater clearness and fulness than
Hhis; sud §F T rejacted this, L would-be con-
trained to reject the ‘Biblaog. If .there
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aro guy of owr readors who have hesa.
earried away by .materialiptic giews, L
solemnly and most affectiontely basegoh
them to pause and reconsider the whole
subject, humbly, earnestly, prayerfully.
The rich 8adducee in hell formed a.proper
estimate of the moral effects of the doc-
trine, when he indirectly expressed the
conviction that if his brothers continued to
bold it, they would be brought down to
the same place of torment as himself; and
ecarnestly besought Abraham to send
Lazarus, that he might testify to them
regarding the immortality of the soul, and
the teriible reality of a place of torment in
the fature state of existence. -

1t seems to me exceeding strange that
any man with the glorions offers of the
gospel before him, should manifest a pre-
possession in favour of the dark, cheerless,
and revolting doctrine of materialism. To
me the doctrine of the soul’s immortality
divests death of its gloomiest terrots, And
repeatedly have I seen believers, instead of
shrinking from death, vather longing for
it, and like Paul, baving a desire to depart,
because they knew they were going to be
with Chuist, which is far better. Repeat-
edly have I seen believers sustained by such
prospects, not only looking death in the
face with calinness but with happiness—
full, not ounly of peace, but of holy joy.
We are naturally apt to associate with the
grave all that is gloomy and appalling, but
ths believer learns to look on it with some-
thing like comfort, as the place whera his
worn-out tabernacle is to be laid at rest;
yea, rather, as the seed-bed from which a
more glorious body shall arise radiant with
immortality, and fashioned like unto the
glorious bedy of Chuist.

In the day of bealth and gtrength some

may like to display their intellecinal
prowess in combating the generally re-
ceived doctrines of, rehgxon but I am satl,s-
fied that this will minister go coqux:t ‘,9
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thom, and supply them with mo strength
in that dark and frying time when heart
and flesh faint and fail, and they must
descend into another arena and grapple in
earnest with another enemy. It us en-
deavour so te live now, that when that
solemn hour comes we may have nothing
to fear, and be able to look upon death,
not with alarm but with confidence, and
regard it only as the dark passage through
which the angels of God will conduct us
into the presencs of our Saviour God.

IN SEASON.

% Tam very sorry I kept you waiting,
TUncle,” said George with' a blush, as he
took his seat ‘n the carringe for a drive.
<1 hope you have not Leen lere long.”

“Just thirty-five minutex” said the ol
gentlaman,

Lis newspaper, he gathered up the lines
and gave them & little admonitory shake.

“] ath very sorry, indeed, but you see
1 was detained, and could not get off be-
fore” e would bave coloured still deeper
if obliged to explain the frivolous cause of
his delay.

«1f jt could not be Lelped,” said the

othet, «of course it is allight; but if it

a | do the sam
Then carefully folding up!
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ready to pay the borrowed money than hg
had been the other. It could make no
difference with the merchant, he was sure,
and he hastened to him with abundant
apologies,

%« It will make no difference at all with
me,’ said the gentleman blandly, ¢but it
will make much difterence for you.'

« ¢« How so? asked the other.

¢« ghall never lend to you again,’ h
said, as politely us if it were a very plea.
saut fact he was communicating. Y was
voung then, and I always remewmber the
little cireumstance, and have been often
influenced Ly it.  Poor E. did not succeed
well.  Busiuess men will soon lose confi-
dence in vou, George, if you are not al-
ways as good as your word, and every ong
peeds the good will of his fellows,  Perfect
punctuality should be your lowest aim in
this vespect.  You will lose untold amounts
1 of time for wapt of it, and cause others to
e. This is the worst kind of
pilfering.  Stolen guld can Le got back
or replaced, but uo power can bring back
a lost half hour.”

WELSH BOY AND HIS BIBLE.

e

“ AsT was travelling, not long since, on
the mountains of Conway, there passed on
the road a little boy with a big book under
his arm. Tasked Lim what he bad, but we

might Lave Leen avoided, why, then it i} gould not understand each other. He wasa

another matter, Ilalt hours are precious

things, my Loy, anl you will fiud them!

ong cuough i’y ou Bvelong.

little Welsh Loy, aud the book was a Welsh
Bible. Ile puassed onout of sight.  Our party

Punctuality | proceeded along the mountain side, and

must be 2 young man’s watchword, if he | shortly after stopped to sketch. A small
ever hopes to make anything of himself ; voice from a distance above us_caught our

or his opportunities.
in New HHaven onee, who went into busi-
ness for himselt, justas you hope tonaxt ),
Lut he had this standing failing, be was al-
waysalitte belind tivne. Tremember once
Le had need of a thousand dollars to make
a payment on a certain day. He could
have gathered it up casily enough it he
had begun in time.  But the day bad ar-
rived and Le was ‘in great perplexity.—
Suill there wasan easy way out of the
diffieulty. He ran around to an obliging
neighbour and borrowed the sum for three
days, Well, Le felt quite at liis ease after
the bill was paid, and the three days slip-
ped by thoughtlessly, and he was no more

1 hada yvoung fricud |

car. Isaid to my friend, a Welsh pastor,
who sccompanied us, “ Climb up those rocks
a little, and see who it is” He did so. 1t
was that little boy on the mountain top pray-
ing to the God who made the mountain—
His Bible was open before him. e reads
and prays; again he was asking God to
bless the town Conway, and that on the
merrow (it was Saturday afternoon) many
sinners might be converted, and that God
would bless His servants everywhere, as they
preached His word. Oh, what a glorious
religion, I thought, which can ake thatlittle
boy a high priest of the Almighty. I felt
strengthened in my work the next day, and
often sinco that, asT have thought that many
such precious little ones are praying for us.
—Rev. Newman Hall,
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CHILDREN'S PRAYERS,

ey

1 have remarked at the prayer meeting
which I attend, connected with a church in
this city, that earnest prayers are frequent-
ly offered for the children of the church,
that they may be converted while young,
are a deceitful and ensnaring world has en-
gaged their affoctions.

1 am acquainted with a family of chil-
dren all of whom their mother thinks are

"eonverted, and one cause she imagines has,

with the blessing of God, been the follow-

joe s Two or thres years ago, when so much
was said about the Fulton Street prayer
meeting, and anecdotes and conversions
(often those of children) wer- published
in the religious papers, she ro d them to
her children, together with other religious
stories, and one day it was proposed to
have prayer meetings with them, the mother
making a short prayer, each of the chil-
dren following according to age, after that
8 hymn or two were sung, such as «Beau-
tiful Zion,” # I have a Father in the Pro-
mised Land,” « O do not be Discouraged.”
Sometimes a few verses from the Bible or
an auecdote were read, selected by one of
the children, each child who could read se-
lecting inturn.  They were much pleased
and seerned to enjoy their little meetings,
never considering them a weariness, but
often urging their mother to come and
have one. We all know how much chil-
dren are taken with novelty,aud how they
enjoy any pleasure, or even tasks, in which
their mother is interested with them and
treats them as equals.

This prayer meeting is continued at in-
tervals, but the children havo for a long
time had what they call their own prayer
meotings. *+ Each cbild retires by her or
himself about twelve o'clack, if possible,
reads the Bible, <ings and prays. Even
the youngest, who cannot read, is as pune-
tual as the others: at twelve o'clock he
goes into a room by himself, shuts every
door, prays and sings. He happens to
possess a remarkable ear for music, and
always singsthe tunes correctly, but issome-
times puzaled for the words. A little boy

_who goes to school and cannot be by him-

self till three, allows no ordinary occurrence
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to delay his prayer mecting. He is verp
fond of company, and a few days sinog
was told, when he came home, that some
children were in the parlor, bad been wait~
ing a long time, and he must go.in jrame-
diately to see them. < No,” he replied,
41 must have my prayers first;” and he
went t0 & spare room ju the third story
and was alone a considerable time.

Perhaps some meothers may think it
worth while to try what has been so sue-
cessful in the caso of the children I have
mentioned. It is a great thing for children
to acquire the habit of praying in the
middle of the day,

A Urief and hurried petition offered up
morning and evening does. not seem suffi-
cient for these inexperienced Iittle beings,
whom we know the devil, like a maring
lion, is secking to devour.

Mothers who feel anxious about the sal-
vation of their children may waunt to know
what evidence these give that they are con-
verted. They may imagine them to be
perfect children. No, they are still selfish,
often guarrelsome, sometimes perverse, but
they love to pray, they say theylove Jesus,
and they seem to do so. One little girl
just before going to sleep said, “1 love
Jesus, sometimes it seems to me as if he
were carrying me in his arms.”

We must not expect too muok of chil-
dren, let us be thankful if they give any
evidence that taeir naturally perverted wills
are in a slight degree iufluenced by the
blessed Gospel, and let mothers in their
laudable anxiety for the safety and conver-
sion of therwr children see to it, that their
own hearts are kept with all diligence, for’
«out of the heart are the issues of life."—
Aother's Magazine.

SABBATH VISITING.

« Aunt Emma, Mrs. Morrison wishes me
to o down to their place with her to-mor-
row morning after service, and come back
to church with them in the evening. I
did not promise positively, batsaid I would
speak {o you about it.”

“You do mnot think Sabbath visiting
right, do you, Alice?”

“No, Auntie, bus Mrs. Morrison said
this was quita different. I was an old,
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fanilly friend, st E6id, snd ouly hovo for |

#o-shot a'tinid. T dahRof sty Mavig at all,
tinleds I go to:moryovs, as she goes baek
to her school on Mondéy morning.”

“T do u6t see aiy difference; my denr;
v doldom invite strangers to visit us, and
there never ¢an ba-a good excuse for doing
a wrong thing.”

«“But I am sure, Auntie, they will be
quite offended if I do nov go. They will
expect o to dinner, and I know Mrs,
Morrison always makes a great deal of
preparation for company, even when only
one is expected.”

«I think that is only an additional
reason, Alice, why you, as a professed fol-
lower of Christ, should, as far as your
example goes, show your disapprobation
of Sunday visiting. These fine Sabbath
dinners, which keep domestics away from
church, and compel them to spend the day
in work, which might bhave easily been
avoided, are very displeasing to God, The
command is for us, and for all in our em-
ploy. The most fearful threatenings in
the Bibleare pronounced against them who
thus break his holy day. And dare you,
my dear Alice, run the risk of so offending
God, who has all your interests for time
and eternity in his hands, when you are so
atiaid of the slight displeasure of a fellow
mortal.  Which do you think it wisest or
safest to displease? Oh, it were better to
¢be hated of all men for the kingdom of
heaven's sake,’ than to have the friendship
of thewhole world ¢and lose one's ownsoul.’
So Jong as we persist in one known sin,
and do not repent of it, and turn from it
with ail our hearts, Satan is well content
about us. He would rather have us in the
church than not, for we can do more in-
Jury to the cause of Christ by our example
there.”

«J will decline this visit, Aunt Emma,
you may be :.re, and leave the result in
God's hands. T have never looked on the
matter as seriously as I should, but I will
certainly remember your counsels when I
am tempted again."—Wother's Magazine.

Burkitt beautifully observes in his jour-
nal, that some persons would never have
had a’share in his prayers but for the in-
Juries they had done him, ‘
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THE GPEX DOORI
R;;B‘i}i,dg. Thasa s before Uit an oped alsiey

Dowpina ru%ged Highland gled,
Tar from the busy hannts of mer,-
A poor old widow dwelt apart,

Of cheerful hope, yet auxious heart,
For ab, her dear, her only child,

By base seducing lips beguiled,
From virtue’s path long gone astray,
Lived in the city, far away.

Iler child the yearniug mother sought«
The prodigal might back be broughte
The girl, now penitent become,

‘Was hopefully returning home,

When, bound anew by folly’s chain,
To her old haunts she turned again.

Alone the mother home teturned,

Yet not alone she sighed and mourned,

Tor to the widow's God she cried,

With faith that would not be denied. =

The answer came. One sleepless night,
Beside the dying embers’ light,

She watching lay, when hark—a sound!
Was it a footfall on the ground;

Or had she been by dreams beguiled?—
"Pwas ske, ber lost repentant child !

Surprise and full coufession o’er,

# Mother,” she sobbed, * that unlatched door——
How came it open, prythee tell ;

So late, and in this lonely deli2” .

My child,” the mother prompt replied,
And pressed her darling to her side,

“ I’ve never shut it, nigﬁt nor day,

The long long time you've been away,
For nh,QI feared lest you should come,
And, finding no fond welcome home,
Might turn despairing from the door,
And never never seek it more,”

In this short tale, oh sinner, see

The love of Jesus Christ for thee,

For thee He came, and bled, and died,
For thee was scourged and crucified ;
And, still He mourus thy wayward will,
And yearns o'er the poor waaderer still.
Oh turn, repent, believe, obey,

Forsake thy erring evil way,

No more the wai%ug Saviour grieve,
Lnter the * open door,” and live.

—DBrit’sh Workman. 8 W. P.

Contemplate the works of God, and
thou wilt Jearn thine own insignificance.—
Mavnder.
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INDIVIOUAL, INFLUENOE i
CONVERSION.

i Cliristinn spirit is essentiully a mis-
woriary spltibe~dd much so that it is
probable ¢ at the disciples who became
spostles were elected to that office cliefly
bacauge they were pre-eminent in this
respect. There is no greater mistake than
tosuppose that, ¢ the Lwelve” were ardi-
trarily chosen and called to be *apostles ”
from the beginning. They were jfirst
called, as we and all others are, to be the
diseiples of Chuist, in the sense of accept-
ing bhim as Lord and Master.  Afterwards,
a3 they evinced their peculiar and personal
fitness, they were promoted to the “apostle
Bh‘ .l)

gome Christians seem to think that it
is the exclusive business of ministers to
seok for souls, but it is mot so; When
Andrew sought his brother Simon, and
Philip hi= brother Nathaniel, neither of
them was an apustle, nor so much as a
deacon in tbe Church. The apostolic
office had not been instituted. Jesus him-
self had just begun to preach that men
should repent, for the kingdom of God
was at band.  These brothers were among
the first who heard him preach; and no
sooner had they left their nets to follow
him, than they became « fishers of men,”
drawing them to Jesus. And so should
his disciples do to-day. They should re-
gard this as their prineipal business, their
highest duty—to bring others’to the Mes-
siab, to a knowledga of his salvation. To
this hieh calling all others should be made
subordinate; for the duty of thus serving
our Lord is superior to all other duties.

When this becomes the common convie-
tion of Christians, we “shall see greater
things” than have been sesu yet in the
Church; for then will many a little cou-
gregation become a thousand,” and many
asmall church «a strong nation,” “until
they shall no longer teach every man his
neighbour, and évery man his brother,
saying, Know the Lord; for all shall know
him from the least to the greatest’—
Christian Times.

It is not enough {» learn 1bat which is !

94%
[Fér « Phe' Govil Neios
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REMEMBER THOU MUST DIE !

The seusons, as they run their round, |

Now mantlitig green, now white the ground,

Proclalm to each in whispering sound,
Remember thow must die !

.
The falling leaf, the fading flower,
TForewarn us of that solemn hour,
Tossed by the winds, they say with power,
Remenber thow must die !

The mouldering towet, the ruined wall,

That totters verging to its fall,

With reason’s voice doth loudly call,
Remember thow must die !

The moths, which live but for a day,

And then for ever are away,

Say, by their short allotted stay,
Remember thow must die!

All things of time point to our doors,
A setting world, or fading bloom ;
But powerfully speaks the silent tomb,
Remember thou must die !
X.Y.Z,

Py

NEARNESS TO ETERNITY.

Etornity i3 just at hand;

And shall I waste my ebbing sand,
And careless view departing day,
And throw my inch of timo away ?

Eternity without a bound,

To guilty souls a dreadful sound {
But 0 if Christ 2and heaven be mine,
How sweet the acconts | how divino {

Be this my chief, my only care,

My high pursuit, mny ardent prayer,

An interest in the Saviour’s blood,

My pardon sealed, and peace with God.

But should my highest hopes be vain,

The rising doubt, how sharp the pain!

My fears, O gracious God remove,

Confirm my title to thy love.

Search, Lord, O soarch my inmost heart,

And light, and hopo, and joy impart 3

From guilt and error set mo free,

Aud guide me safo to heaven and theo.

How 10 6ET GoOD FROM SERMONS.—

Pray for a soft heart and a retentive me-
mory; and often speak together of the
sermons you hear, and get them harrowed

ood, Dut we must continue jn it unte the 'into your hearts, that Satan may be cheat-

oy
vdd,

eloand Voo soul savel— 38 ey,

. .
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ON THE DEITY OF CHRIST.

——

The Divinity of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ may well be considered thd
coiner-stone of the Christian religion, and
an essontial article of the Churistian faith.
If our Saviour were less than Divine, we
could haveno well-grounded hope of salva-
tion through him. If he were only an an-
gelic being, of howsoever egalted a charac-
ter or nature, we could not have unshaken
confidence in him; for we know that angels
have fullen from their first estate, and that,
therefore, the highest of created beings
might fail us at the last,  And if he were
merely 1nan, we not ouly could have mno
security, as man has already fallen, but we
should be expressly forbidden under a femr-
ful imprecation in the Word of God itself,
to place our hopes in such a saviour; for it
is written, # Cursed be the man that trust-
ath in man, and maketh flesh his arm™”
(duv. xvil. 5),  But, blessed be Gad, * a« for
our Redeemer, the Lord of Hosts is his
name, he mighty one of Jagob;” in proof
of whicl we have abundant evidence in the
Word of God, and to some of these we
we shall now direct attention.

The first proof which I shall adduce of
the Divinity of our blessed Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ, is taken from the
words with which St. John commences Lis
gospel :—* In the beginning wasthe Word,
and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. The same was in the be-
ginning with God.  All things were mads
by him; and without him was not avy
thing made that was made” (John i, 1-3).

Here it is plainly and explicitly declared
that the Word, which is Chuist, « whose
name is the Word of God ” (Rev. xix. 13),
was from eternity; that “all things were
made by him; "and that he was “with
God,” and “was God.” We find another
striking proof of the deity of Cliist in the
twelth chapter of St. John's gospel, com-
parud with the Gth chapter of the Prophet
Isaiab, and the express reference made
thereto by the inspired Evangelist St. John
attributes the unbeliet of the Jews, notwith-
standing our Saviour’s miracles, to the
judicial blinduess of their hearts; and after
quoting, as applicable to them, the awful
prediction of that blinduess of heart, from
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the 6th of Isaiah, the Evangelist adds,
«These things said Esains, when he saw
his glory, and spake of him” (that is, of
Obrist) (John xii. 41?. Now, if we tum
to Isaiah vi., we shall find that it was the
glory of “tha Lord God Aimighty " that
the prophet saw; and yet this the inspired
Evangelist expressly declares was the glor
of Christ. And in that vision of Isai
vi,, we find the ascription of praise sung
by the heavenly hosts, ¢ Holy, holy, holy,
is the Lord God Almighty,” which \voufd
appear to refer to the Three Persons of the
ever-blessed Trinity in one God.,

The next reference I would adduce is to
be found in Philippians ii, 6~11, where tha
Apostle, oxhorting Christians to humility,
gives an argument to it from our Saviour's
example, He begins with setting forth
the oviginal dignity of Christ’s person,
declaring that he was “in the foym of
God,” and * thought it not robbery to be
equal with God.” ~ He then comes to his
humility. “He made himself of no repu-
tation, and took upon him the form of a
servant, and was made 1 the likeness of
men: and being found in fashion as a ma,
he humbled himself, and became obedient
unto death, even the death of the cross”
After which the Apostle sets forth his ex.
altation: « Wherefore God also hath hi%hly
exalted him, and given him a name which
is above gvery name; that at the name of
Jesus every knee should bow, of thingsin
heaven, and things in earth, and things
under the earth; and that every tongus
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to
the glory of God the Father.” In Romans
xiv. 10-12, we have a very st~iking proof
of the Divinity of our Saviour. The
Apostle declares that * we suall all stand
before the judgment seat of Cluist;” and
be proceeds tp prove this by a guotation
from the prophet Isaiah, which he thus
racites, “Jor it is written, As I live, saith
the Lord God, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tangue shall confess o God
So then avery one of us shall give account
of himself ta God.” This the Apostle
quotes as a proof that *we must all stand
before the judgment seat of Christ.” And
let it be observed that it is said, every knes
is to bow to Christ, and every tongue w
confess to him; apd the selfsame is, pre-
digated of God Almighty. It thus appears
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evident that Christ s no created being, but
i equal to the Father, God Almighty.
‘Another very strong proof of the deity
of Christ is to be found in the beginning
of the Epistle to the Hebrews. Cluist is
there shown to be above angels, itsomuch ’
that he is the object of their adoration. He
is described as “the brightness of his
Father's glory, and the express image of |
his person,” “upholding all things by the
word of his power.” When the Father
ubringeth in the first-begotten into the
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the Father” (Jobu v. 28). He pardons
sin, the prerogative of God (Luke v. 20, 21).
He sends the Spirit—the gift of God(John
xvi. 7); he gives grace and eterxal lifo, of
which God alone is the author and giver
(Johu x. 28); and he will raise the §ead,
which God alone can do (John v. 21, 25).
A curso is pronounced against all those who
put their trust in wan (Jer. xvii. 5), and
yet we are called upon to put all our hope
of salvation in Christ alone, assured that
“there is none other name under heaven

world, be saith, And let all the angols of | given among men, whereby we must be
God worship him.” Unto the Son he|saved” (Acis iv. 12). The Lord Jesus
saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ; Christ is proposed to us as the object of
ever” And again, « Thou, Lord, in the l

our faith (Acts xvi. 31}, and hope (1 Tim.

beginzing hast laid the foundation of the'i. 1), and love (1 Peteri. 8); as the Person
earth; and the beavens are the works ot': whom wa are to obey, to pray to, and to
thing hands.” So the Father speaks to praise. So that every act of worship, both
the Son, external and internal, is directed to him as
But the time would fail to go through  the proper vbject. All the hosts of heaven
all the passages of Holy Seripture in|are represented in the Book of Revelation
which this important truth of our blessed | (v.13,d&¢.) as worshipping and praising him,
Tord’s Divinity is stated. We shall but | even as they worship the Father, aseribing
glanes at a few, in additioa to those al-!glory, honour, and praise “ fo God and to
ready veferred to, and which need not be  the Lamd for ever and ever. Our Lord’s

recited at fength. 'We find, then, that all
the names, the operations, and the «attri-
lutes of God, are, in full and plain language,

disciples «¢ worshipped ” him as he ascended
into heaven (Luke xsiv. 52). But the
most remarkable of all the instances of

and in express terms, given to Christ. Thus | Divine worship being directed to Christ is
he s called God, and bis blood is theblood ! in the last prayer of the first martyr, St.
of God (Acts xx. £3); God is said to have ' Stephen, related in Acts vii. -In his dying
Iaid down his life for us (1 Johu iii. 16); ' moments, it is recorded in the 56th verse,
Christ is called ¢ the true God ” (1 Johnv. | that he saw Jesus “standing on the right
20); “the great God " (Titusii. 13); «“the | hand of God;” and with his Jast breath he
Lord of glory ™ (JTames ii. 1); the ¢ King ! worshipped Churist, in two short prayers,
of kings, and Lord of Lords” (Rev. xix. 16). | which are in substance the same with those

In a word, he is *over all, God blessed for :
ever” (Rom. ix. 5). Again, the creating,
preserving, and governing of all things are
aseribed to Christ in a varlety of places of
Seripture, and most remarkably in Colos-
siang 1, 16, &e. Heis said to have known
“what was in man,” and he showed on
various oceasions that he knew men's
thoughts before they gave them utterance.
He is declared to have known “all men”
(John ii,24) ; that as the Father was known
of none but of the Son, so none knew the
Son but by the Father (Luke x. 22); he
trho had seem him had seen the Father
John xiv. 9) He dnd the Father are one
John x. 80); and it is the will of the
ather who had sent him, *that all men

theuld honour the Son, evén as they honour

in which our Seviour Nimself worshipped
his Father when dying on the eross, saying,
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit,” and
“ Lord, lay not this sin to their charge.”
Thus we have seen how stron%‘:s the
“reason” which we can give for «“ the hope
that is in us,” when we put our trust in
Jesus as our « God and Saviour,” our Rock
and Shield, our Castle and Deliverer, as
our “all and in all” Well may we adopt,
the language of the prophet, and exclaim
— As for our Redeemer, the Lord of
Hosts is his name, the Holy One of Israel.”
This is the rock upon which Christ has so
firmly built his Church that “the gates of
hell shall not prévail against it.” The Di-
vinity of Christ is the groand of the
Christian’s joy, and hope; and security;
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without this he could bave no assurance of ‘ of men, and affecting all our hopes of pardon
faith, no confidence of hope; while this of sin and acceptancs with God, and there.
view of Jesus inspires him with fwith which | fore affecting all our hopes for eternity,
cannot be shaken, with %ope that “maketh [ May God vouchsafe to grant his gracious
not ashamed,” and, 2t the same time,  blessing on this humble effort in defencs of
inepires him with love to that blessed { 2 most important truth of Churist’s holy re. *
Saviour, who, * being in the form of God, | ligion, to the setting forth of his own glory,
and ‘who thought it not robbery to be equal | and to the establishment of many in the
with God, yet made himself of no reputa- | true faith and hope of the Gospel of # God
tion, bus took upon him the form of a our Savieur™ (Titus i. 8).—Dean of
servant, and was madeobedient unto death, | Waterford in  Quiver.”
even the death of the cross,” for us iniserab'e t . —
sinners; who lay in darkness and the l«EVERY EYE SHALL SEE HIM»
shadow of death, that Le might raise us’?'\w;,at Las this to do with us? Tt has
from our low estate, and exalt us 1o Le sons | ¢omething to do with every one of us
of God by adoption, and as such heirs of , from the oldest down to that Tosy child
God, and joint-heirs with Christ himselfin | 1, is listening with eyes of wonder tothe
that kingdom which he_ lias [‘“"Ch‘_‘:e*l for thought that Clrist shall come, and every
then}, and them for it, with lis most Lere shall see Him. There ave many speé-
precious blood. . ) i tacles which only a few among the chil-
This dectrine of Chyist's Divinity s of | dyen of men can see, but every eye shall
the utmost importance in referernce to the (o, [im. Many of us may be¢ gone from
fundamental ductrine of the atonement;  t1is earth Lefore the next gr&lt display
and the controversies of the present day | shall Ly seen in London, Lut every eye
give peculiar importance to this doctring, | ()] see Him. There may be some orand
and should lead Cliristians to endeavour 10 iuhts wlich you feel no  interest in: you
attain just views of Christ’s person, in his | would not sce them if you might, bus you
tworold character of God and man. It has| ¢}l see Him. S
been well observed by an eminent writerof{  You would not o {o a place of worship
the present day, that “everything which!yg hear Him, but you shall see Him.
tends to dercgate from the Divinity of our | Perhaps you went up to the house of God
Lord tends, as Priestley long agd "1":"'7."iSmnetimus, and when there, vowed you
perceived (*History of Corruptions,’i. 153), | would never go again, Ah! but you wil
to do away with the idea of an atonement, | j,5 1,010 ”Mf without a « question as to
in the proper seese of the word, for the sins | your choiee.  And you will Lave to remain
of other men” (compare Magee, “* Atone- i1 the close too, till He pronounees cither
ment,” Dissertation ni).  So couversely, all  (ho penediction or the malediction upon
Timitations of the jlovement, all tendencies | vour head.  For every eye shall see Him.
to represent our Lord's sacrifice as merely *Phepe is not one of us that will be abseat
au act of moral greatness (compare Jowett, 1 op e day of Christ’s appearing; we havo
* Romans,” vol. it,, p. 451), will be found{ |l then an interest in, it. °
inevitably to lead to indirect denials of the  Ajas! it is a sorrowful thouaht that
catholic doctrine of the union of the twe, many will see Him to weep and to wail!
natures in our Lord, and to implied limta- | Wil you Le among that number? Nay;
tons of s ity comyan aomnl | ki o spon yous nCghbmr
The subject which has 1,100{ n(,w* dz 3\}'111 you bevamoqg 't!mt number? Alas
cussed, and to whick {ho atte 'L‘. 0 ;f t];:l for yeal You will,if’ you never Weepfc‘)r
re'ldet,i% Larnestly die 10 & < 1on 0L A€ sin on earth. If you do not weep for sin
i S tarnestly divected, is not one of ion carth you shall weep for it there;
meae speculation. It coneerns the mostznd, mark, it you do mot fly to Chrish
vital truths of our holy religion, involving | 4nd trust in Him now, you will be obliged
the doctrina of the atonement for the sins ' ¢y iy from Him and be accursed of Him
then.

* Seo Ellicott’s « Historical Lectures on the ‘“
Life of our Lord Jesus Christ " (Hulsean Lectares, If any man love not the Lord Jesus

1859, page 4, note). Christ, let him be Anathema Maranathay’
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acursed with & curse! Paul said that.
" o the name of the Church, by &ts most
* loving and tendor apostle, thesoul is cursed
’ ihat Joves mot Christ, Heaven on that
day shall solemnly ratify the curse with an
« Amen;” and the day of judgment brings
its {hunders to roll in dreadful chorus the
sound « Amen;” let him be accursed if he
Joves not Christ.

But there will be some there who, when
Christ shall eome, shall greatly rejoice to
see Him. Will you be among that number ¢
Will there be & crowu for you? Will you
share in that magnificent triumph? Wil
you make one of that royal court which
shall delight “ 10 see the XKing in his
beauty,” in the land that is very far off #”

Sister, will you be ameng the danghters
of Jerusalem whoshall go forth to meet
King Solomon with the erown wherewith
his mother crowned him in the day of his
esponsals?

Brother, will you be among those who

¢hall go forth to meet the King when He |

cometh with “ Hosanna, blessed is He that
cometh in the name of the Lord#” Can
yousay, ¢ Christ is my ali: He is all I
desire on earth; He is all I need for
. beven” Ifso, long for His appearing,
- for you shail see Him, and shall be glon-
* fied in Him.— Spurgeon.

o

CHRIST ABLE TO SAVE!

Reader, have you come to God through
Christ? Trusting that vou have, I ask
kow? In every prayer you offer, in every
pslm you sing, in every act of obedience
sourender, in every out-yoing of your soul
towards God, is therea distinet, a conscious
recogaition of your own unworthizess, and
of Christ’s tramscendent worth—a felt reli-

ance on Him for acceptance—a simple and |

asingle looking to Him as the sole medium
of communication between thy spirit and
God? Then are you daily coming to God
through Christ, and your coming to God
: by Christ now shall end in your coming to
God through the same medium in heaveun
shove, for secing He ever liveth *He is
8ble to save to the uttermost them that
tome to Qod by [Tim—¢ Able tosave them,’
ie, 1o give them full and complete deliver-
auoe from sin and all its consequences,”—
? Abls to eayo them to the uttermost.”

)

.
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What uttermost? The uttermost of guily
and erime? Yes! That uttermost.” The
uttermost of life? Yes! that uttermost,
Thy uttermost ends of carth? Yes! that
uttermost.  The uttermost periol of time?
Yes! that uttermost tea. e is alle to
save to the uttermost- them that come *o
God by Him. To all these uttermosts
named, He is able to save. ‘To this ntier-
mosl, moreoven® cven that of heavenly
blesseduess, and the perfected enjoyment-of
God through eternity.

What uttermost, then, O sinner, hast
thou rezched ¢ 1s it the uttermost of guilt ?
Ile isable to save thee. Is it the utter-
most of fite? Art thou on the very verge
of the grave? He is alle to save thee.

; Ofily come to Gl now through Him anl
y He will make thee knew the uttermost to

i which ITe cau save thee.

After death He can do nothing for thee.
On this side the grave, I know not the
uttermost to whick this livine Chiist of the
Gospel is not able to save thee.  # Behold,
now is the asceptel time! B:hold, now
tis the day of salvation!” Come now,
then, O thou sinful dying man, to this
Living Christ.

“ e lives cternally to save.”

Thou wilt find His ear yeady to hear thy
cry, His eye ready to pity, Hishand ready
to help, His beart open to welcoms, and
all His ministry of intercession ready to be
employed in thy behalfaud fur thy salva-
tion. ¢ Ileever liveth."— Rev. J. Goold,
Newton-Stewart.

TIHE BLESSED HOPEF

It is grievous to me to remember how litile
I have been living of late 1o the glory of my
dear Lord and Saviour. We are not of the
sworld, even as He is not of the world, Our
sympathies are not with the world, but with
the Lord. The Spirit of Christ abideth in us,
and we have passed from death anto life. O}
that we may love, more than we do, the Lord’s
appearing, and cberish it 2s n * blessed hope ¥’
If we love Christ at all, we cannot but love
His appearing ; aud i, we love His appearing,
our conversation will be in heaven. Our ra-
demption draweth nigh—the Lord is at haud.
It is time to be trimming our lamps, for, in &

day we think not, Christ will come.—Hewih
son’s Remains. . g
PRER . z
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OHRIST—0UR ALL-IN-ALIL.

The Lord Jesus Christ is the Arr-iy-ALt
of His redeemed. In every want He is their
Friend. Iu every danger He is their Defence.
In weakness He is their Streogth ; in sorrow,
their Joy ; in pain, their Peace; in poverty,
their Provider; in si¢kness, their Physician ;
in huuger, their Bread; in trouble, their Con-
solation ; in perplexity, their Counsellor ; inI
the furuace, their Refiner ; in the floods, their |
Rock ; in assuults, their Refuge ; in accusa-
tions, their Advocate ; in debt, their Sarety; |
in slavery, their Rausom ; iu captivity, their |
Deliverer; in the day, their Sun; w the vight, |
their Keeper; in the desert, their Shepherd.
Inlife rleis their Hope ; in death, their Life ; |
jn the grave, their Resurrection ; w heaven,
their Glory.

Let Chust, therefore, be thy Avi-1a-Afr,
for time and for eternity. With the faithful
martyr say, while living, *None but Christ.” |
‘Whendying, say, “ Noune but Christ.” Through |
all eteraity =ay, “ None but Christ.” Let this
trinmphant name, “T'ue Lorp orr Ricnreors- |
xEss,” settle every difficulty, solve every doubt, !
and silence every accusation. Whea con-:
science tells thee thy sins are both many and
great, suswer thou, “ Christ’s blood «leanzeth
from 2l sin.”  When remioded of vour igno-
rance, say, “ Christ is my wisdom.” When
Four ground aud title to the kingdon are de-
manded, say, “Christ is my righteousness.”
When your meetness to enter within its sacred
wal's is challenged, say, « Chrict is my sancli-
Jictation”  When sin and the law—when
death and Satan clnim thee as their captive, -
reply to them all, « Christ is my redemption.”
The Law saith,. Pay thy debt. The Gospel
gaith, Clirist hath paid it. The Law «ith,
Make amends for thy sins. The Gospe] sath, -
Christ hath made it for thee. The Law saith,
Thou art a sinner ; despair, fur thun shalt be
coudemued. The Gospel saith, Thy sins are
forgiven thee ; be of goud comfurt, thun shalt
be saved—Rev. John Stevenson. :

——t B e - -

ONWARD. ;
When the Apostle tells us of his faith in’
the Son of God. who had loved him and given
himself for him, heis letting us into the grand .
secret of hislife. He moved onward under,
the coustraining power of a love that bad re-!
deemed him from this present evil world.
Hence he forgot the things that were behing, |
and pressed forward with an eye fixed on,
meeting the Lord in glory. Why should not ;

'are neither hot nor cold.

THE GOOD NEWS.

the race. “Onward”is the word. Tet g

I be in earnest as we never were before. Qgr

time here is very short : let us not loseit iy
looking back. Time enough for that here
after. Insuch an high, and boly, and heavenly
calling as ours, how diligent should we bp)
We live in peculiar days, when Jesus is much
dishonoured by his own people, becanse they
‘We are afraid of
being thorough Christians. The Chusch
needs pressure to arouse it. She needs g
great tug to shake her out of the lap of the
world.  Let us be true to our calling; makig
the Lord’s service our delight 5 as in the days
of Iizra, bulding the walls of Zion with ong
hand, whilst holding a weapon in the other,

TRUE AND FALSE DIGNITY.,

¢ Inasmuch as ye have dene it unto one of theleast

of these, ¥e have done it unto mo,”

As 1 sat near the window with abook dur-
ing the aftunoun, I witnessed a scene which
showed e that fine looks were 10t always
signs of a fin¢ character.

There was a swing attached 0 a large tree
in front of the housepand onc after another
of the children had Leen enjoying it, Pre-
sently somethung attracted their attention
in another part of the Jawn, and the whole
party treoped away toward it, except Corin-
thia, and little Fanny Hart, a poor little
lame girl, who could not run and jump like

_the resty, though she was as bright and gay

as any of them.

“Ah, won't vou j.lease give me aswing,
Corinthia?’ asked t e little thing eagerly,
noticing that the young girl did not scemto
care to go with the others, I can't ploy
anything but just to swing, you know, andl
haven't had half enough yet.” )

The httle pleading voice was very swest,

~and you will think of course Corinthia grati-

ficed the child. Butno! she drew up har

figure 1o its greatest height, and said, with

an air meant to be excessively grand—
“Why, child, is it possible you thinkI

; am going to make mysclf hot, and roughen

my hands, toswing you? I wouldn't Iower
my dignity so.”

And she turned hanghtily away, leaving
little Fanny abashed and disappointed, Just
asI was putting down my book to gotothe
cluld, another girl ran up, and took holdd
the rope.

¢ Don’t Taind what she says, Fanny," sail
she, good-humoredly; * he is always ter-
ribly afraid of hurting her dignity, Mint
isn't so casily lowered, and I'll swing yoi
as long as you like, you poor, dear little tet’

And with that therc was a hearty Imsb,

we follow in the same track ? To rest in the  and little Fanny's lnugh rang. out merdily
things of this world, is to sit down in Satan’s | as she flew up among the praviches.

eachanted bowers. Jesns found no resting-
place on earth. Let us, then, not loiter on

Little people, which of the girls poséesstd

I the true, and which the falsz dignity?
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.but, guided by the Spirit of God, ke resolved
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SAMSON'S MARRIAGE.
Read Judges xiv. 1-21.

1. Bamson seeks a Wife.

‘Verses 1-4. Samson, now in_manhood,
chooses & Wife from emong the Philistines.
‘They were descendants of the Canaanites. If
was against the Jewish law fo do so, Deut.
<ii. 3;-and very uobécoming a patriot to unite
himself with his country’s enemies. He tells
Tis parents, and seeks their countenance,
though he would not yield to them when they
songht to dissuade him from his purpose. I
‘ioas of the Lord, seems to mean only that
God determined to overrule if, and does not
justify Samson.

1L Samson Kills the Lion.

“Yer. 5~9. The lion met Samson while
alone and unarmed, probably going with his
parents to visit the woman be sought for his
wife. Pineyards are often spread round the
cities of the East. A young lion. Specially
Berce and strong.  Rent him. Strapgled the
lion by mere force of muscle. David had his
shepherd's stafl. Told not his father or his
motker, ner any oue else—his modesty was a
victory over himself and the love of applause.
The jackals and vultures would soon devour
the lion's flesh, and the huge bones would
form a hive for the bees that abound in that
conotry.

L The Riddle given.

Ver. 10-15. 4 feast at every marriage
was the universal custom in the East. Sam-
son’s father, knowing that his son was to be
Israel’s deliverer, would feel sadly perplexed
atall this. Thirty companions. * Children
of the bride-chamber,” Matt. ix. 15. 4 riddle.
This was a common mode of entertaining a
company, ver- 15. On the scventh day—to
avoid confusion in the story, some think fhis
was the seventh day of the week, not of the
feast, The threat used shewed how barbarous
the people were.

IV, The Riddle Discovered.

Ver. 16-20. Samson could not zesist his
wile's tears.  Some who will not be forced
¢ be persuaded to do wrong.  His wife be-
taved his confidence. She was a Philistine
ot Leart, and Samson lost his wager. Per-|
haps Samson was 100 poor to pay his forfeit:
e woul. not, however, deny his” obligation ;

to break off his connexion, and declare war
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lafives yndepstood him 5o, And hi Wit married
poother.

1. Ch h.struguxox. i

s -Choose the good qs your camp )

Samson suffered guch Torynéglecﬁ’ggnt%?:
Rehoboam did so too, 1 Kings xii. 13 ; Ajaﬂ
chose & bad wife for his companion,’ and
Jezebel made him as bad as herself, Prov.
i, 3~20; Psel. 1. 1. . .
2. Honour your parenis gs long as you
live. Some think wlgenever they are ‘growi
up, they are free froin this daty, Itis amark
they are neither wiser nor better, though oldez
None can repay their debts {o their parents
Does the fifth commandment say, Honour
them till you are eighteen or twenty-one?
Samison evidently was dutifal, though he erred
in not taking their advice—Solomon, 1 Kingg
ii. 19; Prov. i. 8; xxiii. 22 ; Ohrist and.Hig
mather.

3. Strength and health of body come from
God. Samson’s did, and so daes yours. Sgp
that you use them aright for the purposeg for
which God gave them, Rom. xii. 1. ¥on
ought not fo be proud of either.

4. Bemodest. See that you deserve praise
whether you get it or not, Eccl. ix. 15.
Samson was content fo e great, though his
great feat was unknown. Seek th. praise of
God, Rom. ii. 7; Matt. xxv. 21. Think often
of your sins, seldom of your excelle «cizs,

5. Never give or lake g uage:. Such
gaming always violates the golden'rui., Luks
vi. 31 Itis a most improper way of losing
or acquiring property : see its bad effects in
Samson’s wager.

6. iVever betray a trust—of any kind—
never tell a secret—stand by your promise a$
all costs, Psal. xv. 4. Those who hetray a
trust deserve never again to be trusted. Sa
Samson left his wife, ver. 19.

7. You may be a greater conqueror than
Sumson. God's Spirit will enable vou to
couquer your heart and the devil, Prov. xvi.
32; Rom. xvi. 20. Samson failed sometimes
in this—Edin. S. 8. Lessons. ’

~—————

AMay 15k, 1564.

THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS.
Read Luke xvi. 19-31.

Connection—This parablo scoms to have heen in-
tended to cnforce tho trnths, verses13th and. 1§
that nono can scrvo ~and mammon, and. th
what men bighly esteow, isan abomination to &

L The Rich Mon on Eurth, ver. 19.

A geriain rickman. Christ does not give
his name. He spent much on his bodye

with these treacherous friends. . I{ig pew re-

Pirple wos the dressof princes.  Hoe fared
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sumptuvusly every duy—allhislife. Heisnot
charged with any sin except making this world
his god, and neglecting the poor.  He died, and
was buried. Imagine the grand funeral!  No
augels watched his deathbed.

IL Lazarus on Earth, ver. 20-22.

Lazarus, a beggar, friendless, except the
Kind poor who carried him to the rich man's
ghte; withoat (lothes, food, or home; diseased,
without medicine.

Hedesired to be fed with the erumbs, but
it does not say he was. The dogs licked his
sores. Probably this is noticed as an aggra-
wation of his sufferings ; he could uot drive
them away. He dicd—nothin is said of his
body—but bis soul was carried by angels to
fbraham’s | bosom, a Jewish name for
heaven.

IIL The Rich Mun in Hedl, ver. 23-31.

To a Jew, Abrabamn was the greatest and
best of mey, 20d it was intended to startle the
prde of the Phurisets, wheu uue su_despised
as Lazarus was described as in his Losum,

The rich man still looks on Lazarus as an
ioferior who should serve him. Tie praye
but oot to God. Father Abraham—claims
the privileges of a Jew.  No hope of heaven
ar escape, only seeks a drop of water. My
tongue, James iii. 5, 6. Son. Yes, you
are an Israclite. Remember. 'The memory
of a bad man will torment him for ever—
Thy good things. The things to which you
gave your heart.

The rich man prays for his brethren, who
probably twere living as he had done He
fears that they would share his fate, as they

followed his example. Ungodly men have |

still their natural affection. e is refused;
they have the Bible;f that is rejected, no
ather messenger will be given or would be
listened to. Better to have prayed for them
while on earth.

APPLICATION.

. |
1. Fhoserve mammon ? Those who, count-

ing the thiugs of this world their god, give
their hearts t» them, and who do not love
their neighbour. Such was this rich man; such
are ail wbo luve this world better than God
whether they bavemuch of it orlittle.  Judas
Gebazi. Beware of riches.  Matt. xix 23

2. How happy tiese who serre God.—
They may be poor as Lazarus, yet are they
rich, Rev. ii. 9. God could make them rich
here if it was good for them, Job, Abraham,
Joseph were so. They have Christ to save
them, the Spirit to punfy them, angels to
serve them, God to luve them, heaven fur
their home.

3. God judgetk not as man judgeth—

.
¥

THE GOOD NEWS

1 Men judge by appearance, God b thél;my{ ;,

Picture these two men:—“One ki
|

of hel

f how soon ther¢! The other

{ of heaven, loved by God, snd borne by
to His throne and crows in heaven,

What are youin God's
xvi. 7; Beyv. 1ii. 17.

was lost not for dving wrong, bat for not d

Matt. xxv. 45.

5. Consulation to the poor, Heb. Iv. 9, 1
yRev. . 9. Poverty will heep none out of §
2None get there beeays ¥ 2

, heaven, James §i. 3.
| they are poor.
i G. Hell is far from heaven,

to Leli! Matt. vi. 21.

!

will be given then.

7. Pray now—for yourself. God fswall-}

ing to answer. It will be too late then, Jar

vit. 13; Prov. i. 24. For your brothes§;

W

ware.

ii. 2;x 28. Do you obey it? Yon wl
never get avother message from heaven—
Edin. 8. S. Lessons.

FOR THE EVENING.

O Jesus fold me in Thy geutle arms,

And gaard Thy uttle Luab from all alarns
Through this dark night.

O Jesng, do Thou pa.don all my sin,

And {n Thy precious blood wash me quits clay,
And set me right.

| O Jesas, bless my friends so hind and desay,

Take care of them, and be Thon very nesy
To all this night.

—Children’s Friend.

TRUTHFTLNESS s 2 corner-stone in che
racter, and if it be not firmly Jaid in youth
thers will ever after be a weak spot in {3

foundation.

esteemed by 1en ;" tich and proud, 1m33,‘g
and sﬁeadld. aqurtod aud praised, yot ap hgy} =3

wrotched beggar—friendlegs and helplese=. &
desiring the erumbs of the rich man’s tablesi 5
{ & prey to doge even while alive, yet un hep| 3

You en 3
) going in the direction your heart goes now- £
y of wwards God, to heaven—if away from God, 1 3
Now_ Christ offers §

His precious blood, nota *drop of waler};

Xven that rich man prayed in hell for them {
iOn earth he was like Cain, Gen. iv. 9. Be}

8. JAll who neglect the Bible are losi,Heb.E

ey
COnBRAAD: Al

sight 7 1 gy | &

4. Beware of. that place of torment, Thy
rich map wes ot a lar, or a thief, or pro F34
fane, but he was ungodly and selfish. i3

010, '
right. He could say, “1 am sure I !nu% .
nobody. Am I obliged to take care of allthe %
beggars who come to' my door?” Ob, take§ 3
the warning he would have sent his brothers! ¢

e
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