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THE MAGAZINE.

When laying before our readers another completed volume of the Maga-
zine, we beg to offer them our best thanks for the kindness and support
they have extended to us, and to entreat them to excuse the imperfections
and defeets too casily pereeptible in our performance.  Ispeeially we wish
to acknowledge our obligations to the few friends in this country and in
Scotland who have favoured us with contributions, and all those who have,
in any way, rendered us assistance in conducting the work. We trust it
affords them pleasure to reflect that they have been enabled to do some-
thing for promoting the interests of the Church, and advancing the cause of
pure and undefiled religion.

It was lately announced that, on account of non-payment on the part of
a number of the subseribers, it was doubtful whether the Magazine could
be continued A number of ministers and others have expressed their
strong desire that an attempt should be made to go on. We hope, there-
fore, it will give general satisfaction to intimate that a few friends, having
undertaken the pecuniary responsibility, we shall continue to prosecute
our labours, and issue the Magazine as heretofore. If the much-desired
Union should be realised, one advantage would be that fewer Magazines
would suffice, and consequently each might be better supported.

Meanwhile, the circumstance that so important a measure as the Union
is under consideration, seems to render it especially desirable that there
should be a denominational periodical for the expression of opinion by the
ministers and members of the Church. We give free insertion to commu-
nications on that subject, however different the views of the writers may
be from our own. We may repeat the desire we have often expressed,
that the number of cur contributors were greatly increased. This would
doubtless add to the interest and usefuluess of the Magazine. Complaints
sometimes reach us that our Teclesiastical Notices are so few. We ecan
only say that we give all we can obtain, and frequently publish what we
learn only from vague report or newspaper paragraphs. It would be a
great favour, and we are sure would be felt as obliging by our readers
generally, if Ministers, or others taking part in ecclesiastical transactions,
would promptly communicate .with us. Other denominations set us an
exdmple, in this respect, which we might do well to imitate,

In taking leave of our readers near the close of the year, we beg them
to join with us in rendering thanks to the Giver of all good for the kind-
ness He continues to vouchsafe. In regard to external circumstances, we
may feel embarrassed and distressed. Let us pray God to order all for
good, and meekly submit to His will, and let us rejoice that in the unspeak-
ably more important department of things spiritual, the riches of Divine
grace are dispensed with unimpaired liberality. Let us cast all our care
upon Him who hath hitherto cared for us, and may He graciously supply
all our need according to Iis riches in glory through Christ Jesus ! )
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IFWiscellaneous Avticles.

TO OUR READERS.

In accordance with a time-honored and most commendable usage, along
with the present number of the Magazine—the first for the current.
year—we present to our readers our most cordial and kindly greeting,.
and wish them all a happy—ilrice happy—New Year! May it be to.
each of you a “year crowned with goodness,” and memorable for its.
mercies; a year rich as the past, and much more abundant in every
temporal blessing and in every spiritval grace—in every joyous emotion,
in every lofty purpose, and in every noble effort; a year, whose pleasant
reminiscences shall be a source of grateful recollection when years have
ceased to be!l i

The close of one year and the commencement of another, is a seasen:
when serious, solemn thought is natural, and earnest, pensive reflection-a
necessity. It is a warning tick from the clock of Time, which must be
heeaed as well as heard.  Fit time for a careful retrospective reviéw, and
a hopeful prospective resolve.

An earnest and grateful review of the blessings and bounties received
—the health and happiness enjoyed—the trials and afffictions endured—.
the opportunities and privileges presented—the duties and labors per--
formed—the sins and follies abandoned—the Christian graces and spritualt
growth secured.

A devout and dependent resolve to live more devotedly—to labor more.
faithfully—to think more charitably—to speak more kindly—to give more
freely—to trust more simply—and to pray more- fervently than before.

Upon the heads of the aged especially—the fathers and mothers in our
Israel, who have seen the frosts and snows of .many a winter—iwe invoke
the choicest and rarest blessings. May this be to you a rapidly ripening
year. May your fruits more and more abound, until  ye shall come to
your graves in a full age, like as.a shock of corn cometh in his season.”

Nor are the young forgotten. May your “bow abide in strength,” and
your bones be moistened with marrow.”” This is to. you the golden season .
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of life: the present year a priceless pearl—prize it, use it, improve it.
It wmust be accounted for!  The last is irrccoverably past—its records
indelibly recorded—its errors not to be retrieved, but, if repented of,
forgiven. Let the aomnals of this year, hereafter, tell of many a trophy
nobly won and trinumphantly borne from the well-contested fields of con-
flict with the world and sin and self. And may the great good Shepherd
watch and feed the lambs of our folds: may they be spared this year to
grow up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord ; and when this our
carthly home shall cease to mark the roll of years, may we mutually share
cach other’s joy through a yearless eternity, and find that there our heart
and hearth treasures are the crown jewels of our enthroned Emmanuel !

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH HISTORY.

BY THE REV. DR. FERRIER, CALEDONIA.
It was in the year 1833, in the month of September, that at the meeting of
Synod a very interesting communication was received from the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America, dated
at Philadelphia, 15th June. It was listened to with deep attention. It pre-
sented a pleasing account of the flourishing condition of that Presbyterian
Church. The following is an extract from tbis document:—** Less than three
centuries since, the goodly land which has become our inheritance, was em-
Fhatically a derk and howling wilderness, which no glad tidings of salvation
had ever reached—no ray from the Sun of Righteousness had ever pengtrated.
Now it is planted, to a large extent, with Christian Churches, in the most of
which—howerver differing in name—the essential truths of divine revelation
are taught and inculeated, and numerous hopeful converts are added unto the
Lord. The Church to which we belong, traces its formal organisation to an
association of not more than six ministers of the gospel, emigrants—with one
exception only—from Scotland and Ireland, who, in the beginning of last
century (A.n. 1704), formed a Presbytery, and held their first meeting for
business in the city of Philadelphia. This Church now embraces in its
bosom ministers and members, whose locations are scattered over a region of
country, exstending from Canada on the north to the Gulf of Mexico on the
south, and from the Atlantic on the east to the Missouri on the west. It
numbers twenty-two Synods, one hundred and eleven Presbyteries, more.than
eighteen hundred ministers, twenty-five hundred churches, and more than two
huadred and thirty-three thousand communicants. Thus our original Pres-
bytery has resembled the humble, but pure spring, from which some of our
beautiful rivers take their rise, whose waters, penurious at first, run rapidly
forward, and constantly increasing and widening, and deepening as they
flow, refresh and fertilize every region through which they pass. Oar first
Presbytery has, indeed, in its wonderful increase and extension, gladdened
many a solitary place, and made the desert r¢joice and blossom as the rose.”
Like the vegetable creation, “ whose seed is in itself,” Christianity, with
the Divine blessing, is self-propagating ; its growth is rapid, and it is destined
to spread over the whole earth., When we think of the progress of this
American Church, from its small beginning, it surely affords a striking illus-
tration of the Saviour’s parable, “ that the kingdom of heaven is like to
a grain of mustard-seed, which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it
‘is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the
-birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof.”
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On this occasion, the Rev. Dr. Cox, from New York, & minister of the
American Presbyterian Church, was introduced, and, in addressing the Court,
' made some interesting re'narks on this amezing progress of Chistianity in the
American States. The Moderator in the name of the Synod, expressed their
cordial thanks to Dr. Cox for his valuable statements, and the deep interest
felt in the prosperity of the Redeemer’s cause in the Western World. The
Synod then, after engaging in religious exercises, which were conducted by
Dr. Peddie and Dr. Cox, appointed a committee to prepare a reply to the com-
munication from the General Assembly of the American Presbyterian Church.
At the same time, as one object of the letter received was to request tne co-
operation of the Synod in observing the first Monday in January, in the en-
suing year, as a day of speclal prayer for the conversion of the world to
Christ,—the Synod recommended all their congregations to unite, at that
time, with their brethren in America, and in other parts of the world, *“in
supplications to the God of all Grace, that the Spirit may be poured out
a]laugf(ila(xllﬂy, and that the word of the Lord may have free course and be
orified.
& At the same meeting of Synod, another communication of similar interest
and import, was, with great pleasure, received from the Congregational Union
of England and Wales. The following is its tenour:—

¢ Congregational Library, London, 4th June, 1833.

¢ Rev. and Dear Sir,—Annexzed we beg leave to.transmit to you, as Mode-
rator of the United Associate Synod, the seventh resolution of the last general
meeting of the Congregational Union of Evngland and Wales, held here, on
the 10th of May, 1833,

“We take this opportunity of assuring you, dear Sir, and, through you,
our beloved brethren of your communion, both in England and Scotland, that
thig overture Yroceeds from the most cordial wish to become more closely and
more ostensibly united with you in Christian bonds. The points of dissimi-
larity between our bodies are, we trust, so few and unimportant, in compari-
son of the great terms of our agreement, that the proposed intercourse may
be carried on, not only without any inconvenience, but with mutual comfort
and advantage.

“ The minutes of our general meeting now sent, *vill inform you of our cor-
respondence with our brethren of your order in the United States of America,
and of the proposal for the interchange of delegates, from both sides of the
Atlantic, in the ensuing spring, 'We persuade ourselves that this intelligence
will be agreeable to yourself and your brethren in the ministry, with your
whole body ; and we hope that we shall enjoy a similar gratification at our
léext égeneml meeting, in receiving a delegation from the United Associate

nod. -

i If this proposal meets with acceptance, the Committee of the Union
would immediately nominate brethren, with a view to the pleasing office of
delegates to your next General Assembly. .

“ We are delighted with the tokens of unanimity and affection agong the
ministers and Churches of Christ of approximating denominations, and hail
them as a gracious omen of the approaching period when ¢the watchmen on
the walls of Zion shall see eye to eye,” and the Church of Christ, at large, be
more entirely united in judgment and affection.

“ Requesting that you will have the kindness {o make known this commu-
nication, in your official capacity, to your body, with respectful and affec-
tionate good wishes, and with fervent prayer for your peace and pros-
perity, we are, Rev. and dear Sir, : .

“ Your faithful friends and fellow-servants in the Gospel of Christ,
“JosepH TURNBULL,
“WiLnayn STerN PALMER, » Secretaries.””
“Josoua WILSON,
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The seventh resolution of the Union, referred to at the beginning of the
preceding letter, is as follows :—

** Moved by the Rev. John Burnet, seconded by Samuel Newell, Esq., and
resolved unanimously,—That, as the Union is bound to fraternise with all de- -
nominations of Christians holding the faith of Christ in purity, and also
avowing their belief in the unlawfulness of using the secular power in the
kingdom of Christ; and as the third object of the Union is ¢to establish
fraternal correspondence with other bodies throughout the world,” it is with
much pleasure that the meeting is led to hope that a communication may be
formed with the United Associate Synod of Scotland ; and that the Secreta-
ries be requested to address a letter to the Moderator of the Synod, proposing
that an exchange of delegates take place at our annual meetings, for the pur-
pose of promoting Christian fellowship, and for advancing the interests of the
kingdom of our Lord.”

The Synod cordially agreed to the proposal made by their brethren in
Engiand, and immediatel;” returned an answer, subscribed by their Moderator
and Clerk. In this reply they give some account of the Secession Church,
express the advantages of union and co-operation among Chri' .ians of different
denominations, and state that they were authorized by the United Synod to
acknowledge the receipt of the friendly communication from the Congrega-
tional Union, and to say that thoy cordially entertain the proposal of opening
a correspondence with them, and would have much pleasure in receiving their
deputation, and in sending deputies in return. They concluded their answer
in the following terms :—

“We cherish the hope that a better day has begun to dawn upon the Chris-
tian world, and hail, a3 one of the signs of this anspicious period, that ten-
dency to approximate to one another, and to solicit an interchange of Christian
and friendly offices, which is at present manifested by various denominations.
T'ruth is not less ardently loved, and not less: clearly taught and maintained
mow than formerly ; but a more correct estimate is formed of the relative im-
.porfance of the various doctrines and ordinances of the Gospel, and of that
.degree of uniformity in doctrine and order which is necessary to Christian
fellowship. United in sentiment as the Church of the Secession and the Con-
gregational Churches of England and Wales are, in regard to the fundamental
doctrines of Christianity, namely, the universal and total depravity of human
pature,—the divinity and atonement of the Son of God,—justification by
faith,—the necessity of sanctification by the Spirit,—the certainty of a future
judgment, and of an everlasting state of retribution,—we hold it to be not
simply allowable, but an imperative duty to recognise this unanimity, and to
hold it forth to public attention. By this means prejudices may be removed,
brotherly .love may be strengthened, and the leading principles of our holy
faith drawn forth from those multiplied details by which they have been ob-
scured rather than illustrated—entombed rather than defended; and inscribed,
as it were, upon the banner of the Cross, may be spread abroad, to collect
togetherall the genuirne-followers of the Redeemer. Differing as the Churches
of the Secession and the Congregationul Churches do, respecting some points

.of order, it is neither expeeteﬁ nor desired that there should be concealment
or compromise on either side ; but they desire to obey the apostolic injunction,
in the hope that they will experience the fulfilment of the promise connected

-avith it,—* If in-anything-ye'be otherwise minded, God will reveal even this

«nnto you ; nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the
same rule, let us mind the same things.’”’

Accordingly, in April, 1834, the Rev. John Burnet, of Camberwell, London,
was sent as & delegate by the Congregational Union, to the United Associate
‘Synod, and was introduced to the Court, Ie addressed the Synod in a strain

.of fervent piety and -powerful eloquence, and a suitable reply was made by

.the Moderator., Several members of Court also expressed their satisfaction
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that such a correspondence was begun, and the Syaod spent some time in

raise and prayer, in which Dr. Jamieson, of Scone, and Mr, Rurnet, led their

evotions.  After this, the S{ynod appointed Drs. Mitchell and Heugh, of
Glasgow, and Dr. Marshall, of Kirkintilloch, as a deputation, to wait on the
next meeting of the Congregational Union, in London, which was to be held
in May. At the next meeting of Synod, Dr. Heugh reported that Dr. Mitchell
and he had fulfilled the appointment, and had been received by their brethren
of the Congregational Union in a respectful and affectionate manuer. The
Synod returned thanks to these brethren *‘ for the manner in which they had
fulfilled the trust committed to them, and they recorded anew their desire
to cultivate a friendly intercourse with such  large and respectable body of
Christians as the Congregationalists of England.”

Without entering at all on many minor topics, which came before the
Synod, we shall close this paper by referring to thu ~easonable and successful
opposition made to the BibFe monopoly, in which RQr. Thomson, of Coldstream,
one of the ministers of this Church, took a prominent part, and was the
means, in a great measure, of leading to such a change as has blessed the
British publie, and other lands, with copies of the Word of God at such
prices as render it accessible to all. .

In the year 1837, in consequence of an overture presented by Dr. Adam
Thomson, the Synod agreed to petition Parlinment on this subject. The
King’s printers, in Scotiand, had, for many years, the exclusive right of pub-
lishing the authorized version of the Word of God. Their patent for this
disgraceful monopoly was now about to expire, und the friends of the free
circulation of the Bible were anxious to prevent its renewal. L'he Synod ap-
pointed a committee, Dr. Thomson to be convener, to watch over the progress
made respecting this matter, especially as, at the time, a Committee of the
House of Commons “~d heen appointed to consider what course it was expe-
dient to adopt. The friends of the Established Church were desirous to get
the monopoly renewed in their favour. Another party wished it to be given
to the Scottish Universities. At length Lord John Russell, Her Majesty’s
Secretary of State for the Home Department, announced in the House of
Commons that it was not the intention of Government to renew the patent in
favour of any corporation, nor to prevent the Scriptures from being sold at the
very lowest prices. Dr. Thomson reported this to the meeting of Synod, in
June, 1839, as the succesful result of the exertions of their committee. But
before the Synod closed its Sederunts, it was seen, by the newspapers, that
Lord John Russell had made an announcement in Parliament, the substance
of which was, that the Moderator of the Church of Scotland, other two minis-
ters, and two laymen—all members of the Established Church—should coasti-
tute o Board, and should, under certain couditions, have the exclusive right
to print and publish the Word of God. In consequence of receiving this in-
formation, the Synod immediately appointed a committee to prepare a Memo-
rial to the Home Secretary, and to petition Parliament on the subject.

The memorial is too long to be given here in full, but the following part of
it is sufficient for our object : — :

“To the Right Hon. the Lyrd John Russell, &c., the Memorial of the Rev. the
Uniled Associate Synod of the Secession Church of Scotland.
* % % % % & % % % % % %

‘It must be known to your Lordship that this Synod has taken a very deep
interest in the qu-stion respecting the printing of the Bible, and that both by
deputies and me :orials they have endeavoured to impress their views of the
importance of the unrestricted printing of the Scriptures upon your Lordship
and the House of Commons, From the information which they last received,
they had been led to helieve that, although their views were not to be adopted to
the full extent, a Board would be appointed, solely for the purpose of attend-
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ing to the accuracy of the text of the sacred volume. To this measure your
memorialists would have offered. no opposition, if the Board had been so com-
posed as to include persons:of various religious denominations. The plan,
however, is so very different. from what they had been led to anticipate, and
so entirely opposed to their tonscientious opinions of what justice and the
interests of religion demand, that when it was announced in their Court it
produced the very deepest feeling of disappointment and sorrow ; and a reso-
lution was immediately adopted to employ all the means in their power to
prevent its being carried into effect.

“The Synod beg leave to state to your Lordship, that they are frmly per-
suaded that, if no restrictions whatever were laid upon the printing of the
Bible, the great objects desired to be gained, namely, the accuracy of the
text and the cheapness of the volume, would he better attained than by any
other course which can be adopted. But such a measure as this now an-
nounced, would, they are cgnvinced, he attended with the most injurious con-
sequences, and would excite amongst the Dissenters of Scotland one unmixed
feeling of dissatisfaction and mortification. The Synod lose no time in ad-
dressing your Lordship, in the hope that a measure which, in their judgment,
continues the monopoly in a form even more offensive than that in which it
previously existed, will not be entertained.

“In conclusion, this Synod beg to state to your Lordship, that no measurs,
in their opinion, would possibly give less satisfaction to the great bodies of
Dissenters in Scotland, than a plan which proposes to vest in & Board, com-
posed exciusively of ministers and members of the Church of Scutland, the
power of allowing the printing of the Scriptures, with whatever restrictions
its appointment may be accompanied ; thus in effect, and for the first time,
giving to that Church the entire control of the printing of the sacred volume,
and the power of defeating the great objects which this Synod has ever
sought to obtain, and adding to the invidious distinctions among religious
denominations, already too numerous, and the occasion of unspeakable in-
jury to religion, and to the commonwealth.

(Signed,) “Jorxy McKerrow, Modérator.
“Wirniay Kipsrox, Synod Clerk.’

Besides sending this memorial, the Synod appéinted the Rev. Dr. Thomp-
son, of Coldstream, and the Rev. Dr. Harper, of Leith, to proceed to Lundon,
as a deputation, to represent to Her Majesty’s Governr int how obnoxious the
proposed scherie was to the Dissenters of Scotland, an. to obtain, if possible,
an alteration of it. The deputation urged the omission of the clauses which
required that the Board should consist of members of the Establishment;
and they showed *the injurious consequences that might arise from an abuse
of the discretionary powers to be vested in the Board.” The control of the
Board, it was understood, would extend to editions of the Bible having short
snnotations and marginal references: and this part of the plan was considered
particularly objectionable, and therefore every effort was employed to counter-
act it. The deputation further represented, in very strong terms, “thafa
denominational Board, with such power._, was most objectionable, on account
of the party bias which would hardly fail to be given to their editions of the
Bible, and that no Board, however constituted, could be invested with such
powers consistently with the rights of private judgment.”

The result of this negotiation was, that although the Board was appointed,
yet the monopoly was abolished. For it was made competent to the Lord
Advocate to authorize any person making application to him, to print and
publish Bibles, provided security were given that it would be done in con-
formity with any of the authorized editions. The great reduction of the price
of Bibles of late years has resulted from this movement.

{ 7o be continued.)
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Locn-Na-GAR was sublime and the Dee beauntiful before the Qucen chose
Balmoral for her autumnal residence; and Scotch preaching was quite as
good as it is now, previous to the publication of the sermon of Mr. Caird, by
her Majesty’s command. But the royal favour has been the means of bring-
ing both Scotch scenery and Scotch é)reaching into notice. The latter, indeed,
has become ¢ 1e of the topics of the day. We find in the Reviews, articles on
Macaulay, and articles on our northern pulpit, side by side. Nor has this
interest been excited only by * Religion in Common Life ;” Dr. Guthrie {what
a pity the bondage of court etiquette does not permit our Queen to enjoy the
opportunity of hearing him too!) lately gave a volume of remarkable dis-
courses to the world ; and, more recently, a single sermon, preached on the
occasion of the Jubilee of the venerable Dr. John Brown, of Edinburgh, issued
from a very note-worthy quarter of the United Presbyteriar Church: it is the
production of the Rev. John Cairns, A.M., Berwick. We have thus been sup-
plied, almost simultaneously, with material for forming an estimate of the
best preaching. at present enjoyedin the three great Presbyterian bodies of our
country ; and of this opportunity we would now gladly take advantage, speak-
ing, first, of the-Rev. Mr. Caird.

“ Have you read Mr. Caird’s sermon? What do you think of it?” Theke
are questions that have been very often puf of late in the intelligent religious
circles of our country, both clerical and laic; and the answers given have, if
we may judge from our own experience, almost as often been: * Yes, and I
think it a good, a very good, but not an extraordinary discourse.”” No one has
gone into raptures about him. It has not been greedily devoured in quiet
corpers, like the Astronomical Discourses of Dr. Chalmers. Had it been put
forth by Mr. Caird himself as a venture upon publication, had it even been

ublished by request after having been preached on behalf of some benevolent

ociety, although doubtless its circulation would not have failed to be unusual
for o sermon, it would not have.excited a tithe of the interest with which it
hag been received ; there would haye been no laudatory notices by the London
press or the Monthlies; no re-delivery from -Church of England pulpits,
(altkough, after all, this is no uncommon compliment for even ordinary.ser-
mons to receive), and no republication on the other side of the Atlantic. But
though all this be true, the sermon s certainly a %ood one, and ne¢ man of
judgment will say that its extraordinarily favourable reception everywhere —
it has had quite a royal progress—has been, taking all circumstances into ae-
count, in the slightest degrce unmerited. The choice of subject, we grant,
upon the whole, to have been excellent ; although we hesitate a littie here, re-
gretting that Mr. Caird did not avail himself of his rare opportunity for the
purpose of exhibiting and pressing home, as he so well can do, some of the
truths that lie nearer the centre of our glorious faith,—the Cross! Had he-
done so, howerver, possibly the printing of the discourse would never have
been ordered. Then the views unfolded by Mr. Caird upon the theme selected
viz., the blending of religion and business—are very admirable. Yet they
are by no means new. He has not brought any hitherto unnoticed truth be-.
fore the eye of the Church. He has not even recalled attention to some im-
portant principle which had been lying forgotten beneath the dust of centuries
or the accumulated rubbish of superstition, It has been very common of late
for preachers, especially in our great commercial cities, to insist upon the

% Under this title, there appeared in the J. P. Magazine, (Edinburgh), for Sep-
tember, & paper which attracted considerable attention. We propose to give it in
three parts, severally devoted to—Mr. Caird—Dr. Guthrie—>Mr. Cairns. It will,
no doubt, be interesting; and we shall be glad if it prove instructive, and stimu-
lating, and consequently, usefal.—ED.
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necessity of carrying religion into all the engagements of every-day life. But
Mr. Caird has perfected the exhibitivn of the principle. While it lay still to
somo extent in obscurity, he threw upon it the stromg bright light of his
eloquence, which, together with that of the royal countenauce, has set it
vividly before every eye. With regard, further, to the manner in which Mr.
Caird works out the great truths of his text, it will be allowed, we think, that
his first two heads, those in which he views religion as a science and as an
art, are, while good, not striking, and might have been conceived by many a
preacher of the day. The third head, that religion consists, not so much in
doing sacred acts as in doing secular acts from a sacred motive, is better, going
further down into the heart of the subject. But the last head is the best. We
refer to the thought of the mind's power of ucting upon latent principles. All
secular work may be carried on under the real influence of religious feeling,
although that fecling may not always be the object of direct consciousness;
just as'a labouring man may be toiling for his children, while itis only at
times that the thought of them comes fully realized into his mind ; or as an
artist may paint for fame, while in the heat of his work the thought of the
public may be absent for hours and days together. Mr. Caird applics very
well the important truths which he has illustrated. After urging his hearers
to consider whether they are acting in accordance with the injunction of his
text, he goes on to say, that in order to be able to so act, a man must be religious
—=< Life comes before growth.” And religious life, he further declares, can
spring only from faith in Christ. By constant connection with Him, too,
and in no other way, can it continue to be maintained. These statements are
excellent, and we were glad to meet with them, for up to the place where théy
occur, the discourse might almost have been preached by a Socinian or a
Deist ; showing that the topic chosen by Mr. Caird is not one of the most
evangolical in the scriptures. The sermon closes with a general application
of the whole, elevated 1n thought, warm with feeling (rather than ardent with
passion, as the sermons of this most earnest preacher usually are) and beauti-
ful io diction. * Carry religious principle,” he says, *into every-day life.
Priaciple elevates whatever it tuches.” . . . . . “Carry relizious prin-
cij 2 into cummon life, and your life will be rendered useful as well as noble.”
. . .« . *“Carry religious principle into common life, and common life will
lose its transitoriness. *The world passeth away !’ The things that are seen
are temporal. Soon business, with all its cares, and anxieties—the whole “un-
profitable stir and fever of the world’—will be to us a thing of the past. But
religion does something better than sigh or muse over the perishable of earthly
things; it finds in them the seed of immortality. No work done for Christ

erishes. No action that helps to mould the deathless mind of a saint of God
18 ever lest.  Live for Christ in the werld, and you carry out with you into
eternity all the results of the world’s business that are worth the keeping. The
river of life swweeps on, but the gold grains it held in solution are left behind
deposited in the holy heast.”

These thoughts are excellent. Aad yet they are not better than the thoughis
of many a preacher of whom we never hear. How comes it then that Mr.
Caird has reached such a very high position? ILike Dr. Chalmers, Henry
Melville, and others, and unlike too many preachers, whose sermons are stuffed
full of ideas minced down %o innumembPe sub-divisions, Mr. Caird confines
himself to the illustration of two or three massy thoughts which he keeps per-
fectly distinct, and makes so palpable,—by & series of comparisons brighten-
ing the lights, and a series of contrasts deepening the shadows,—that they
stand out boldly before every eye. He abounds in illustrations; one after
another he brings them up to his thought, like beautiful garments, till it is
fully clvthed, and moves a living thing in our presence. Yet it is evident that
Mr, Caird has not a rich, sparkling, natural fancy. The thoughts of some
spring up like flowers,—beauty their native form. The idea of dressing
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thoughts suits better the style of Mr. Caird. The illustrations are Lrought to
the thought, which is born naked in the shape of a general statement or ab-
stract principle such as that— There is always a certain degree of solitude
about & great mind;” or this, “To combine business with religion, to keep up
a spirit of serious piety amidst the stir and distraction of a busy and active
life,—this is one of the most difficult parts of a Christian’s trial in this
world.” The illustrations are brought fo the thought and draped about it, fit-
ting to its form and flowing round in fulness and grace. The illustrations, it
has always struck us, are rather apt than original. They do not hold us by
their beanty in themselves, like the figures of Dr. Guthrie, or Mr, Xer of Glas-

ow. And we do not think this is a fault in a preacher’s style, whatever it
might be in a poet’s. It is the office of illustrations to iliustrate, aiding a great

eneral effect, not to attract conspicuous attention to themselves. But if Mir.

aird has not a striking fancy, he has the higher gift of & great imagination.
Iie conceives wholes. His style shows the roll of the wave, if not the sparkle
of the wavelet. He has attained that point of excellence distinguishing the
Grecian architecture, ‘‘ the greatest breadth of general effect,” if not that other *
“the greatest beauty of detail ;” although, perbaps, in this respect, any greater
exuberanco would lead into tbe florid.

After these remarks, we need bardly add, that Mr. Caird’s style is exceed-
ingly simple and clear. It is a spoken style—its tone being the conversational
from which he gradually rises, with the application of his theme, into the im-
passioned. And all through, the wheels move oiled with feeling. You are
sensible, from the first seotence, that it is  man with a heart that is address-
ing you. And he must be keard in order to be appreciated fully. It is notin
print, but in the pulpit, that Mr. Caird is great. Like Whitefield, it is as an
orator that we must estimate him, though he is inferior to Whitefield as a
speaker, and superior as a writer.

We remember hearing Mr. Caird on a Glasgow Fast-day, now a considerable
number of years ago, in St. Andrew’s Church, when the audience was not,_if
we recollect aright, much greater than usual on a Glasgow Fast-day ; although
the ordinary worshippers, doubtless, marked throughout the edifice not a few
vagrant students like ourselves, who had heard of the rising fame of the young
minister of Lady Yester’s. 'We heard him again a few years after, when the
scene presented was very different indeed. Fast-day as it was this time also,
the church was crowded, crammed. Every one was excited. The stream of
the passages surged restlessly. The busy hum of the galleries, before the
preacher entered, showed that ex;ieptation was sirained to its highest pitch.
But the preacher appears, and all is hushed eagerness as he rapidly ascends
the stairs. He sits down in the pulpit with an air of unconsciousnesss and
humility, which in some might be affectation. When he rises, we perceive
him to be an esceedingly youthful man, with long black hair, which has
a tendency to hang down over a forehead not remarkable for height. Iis
countenange does notappearcomely atadistance. Thereading ofthe psalm you
would not call fine reading. There is a thickness in the voice. But you are
at once subdued and elevated by the prayer, which flows on in a rich, deep,
stream of devotion and pathos. Then follows a discourse on the text, “Who
can understand his errors? 7 marked by such characteristics as we have stated
belong more or less to Mr. Caird’s style of preaching generally. But wenoticed
in it, what we have observed in all Mr. Caird’s discourses which we have
either heard or read, something to which we have not as yet referred, and in
which lies the “open secret™ of his peculiar success. That secret may be
betrayed in one word: it is struclure. It is not s¢c zuuch the constituent
elements in Mr. Caird’s preaching—his excellent thought, his clearness, his
simplicity, his heart, his illustrativeness, his passion, that produce such great
effects, as the form in which these elements arc brought to bear upon the
audience. e could conceive of them all existing and yet the same effect not

.
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produced, because of their not being in their proper places: Mr. Caird is a
skilful artist, Iie has made preaching & study. .And having; as the result of
his inquiries, come to certain conclusions, he has fashioned & mould for him-
self, and now he casts all his discourses in it. Every sermon is a whole and
one. It has a beginning, a middle, and an end; nay, every general head,
every passage, has'a beginning, a-middle, and an end, of which the preacher
is perfectly aware, yen, which he has carefully studied and elaborated. His
great instrument is the climax. An entire sermon is onis lengthened constantly-
ascending climax. This will be noticed in the Crathie sermon, in which the
best idea comes last in the body of the discourse, and the most imipressive
thought of the application: is reserved to close the peroration. Be sure that
Mr. éaird will not conclude feebly, Then every hedd is a climax. It begins
in an easy, colloquial style, and closes in metaphor and passion. And the
same character is observable in the speaking of the sermons. The preacher
commences-in a low voice, and in an easy, familiar style, carrying you along
with him almost insensibly, till you have reached a considerable height at the
close of the introduction. Then, with a deepened, altered voice, which reveals
to you the elevation to which you had unconsciously been carried, he proceeds
to do thesame thing over again with you, with perfect success. There are many
men in Scotland who can: think more proudly than Mr. Cdird: there are some
who have a loftier imagination ; not a few who have been gifted with 2 finer
fancy; scores who possess better voices; but none of them, perbaps, can
impress an audience like:him ; and the greatreason is, that they do not attend
as he'does to the structure of their writing and -the manner of their speech.
They do not embank the stream till, with accomulated volume, it bears every
obstaele away upon its triumphant waters.”

Figsionnry Xutelligerce.
o _ " JAMAIGA.

The Board of Missions here accepted the offered services of Mr. Daniel McLean,
and Mr. Duncan Forbés, who have completed their studies at the Hall; and we are
glad to know'that the congrégation of Rose Street, Edinburgh, have chosen My.
Williain Gillies, preacher, to supply the place at Goshen, of the Rev. A:. Robb, who
has agreed to go and labour at Calabar. There is some prospéct, too, of finding a
suitable second missionary for the Caymanas. Thus the Lord, who has the hearts
of all men in his band, is granting us the hope, for which we devoutly preise him,
that ere long we shall see thie vacancies in this important mission adequately filled.

OLD CALABAR.—CREEK TOWN.
Eztracis from the Journal of the Rev. H. . Waddell. &

January 5th, 1856.—This morning the remains of an infant were fonnd in the
bush, not far from our house, partly roasted with fire. Inquiring into the matter,
we learned of the following horrid superstition :—The child had died naturally, as
had several others born by the ssme mother previously. Believing that it was the
same child, under a spell of bad luck, which thas came forth and died time affer
time, she followed the custom in such cases, ¢f burning the dead body. Some S8y

~this is done to punish the bad child, which refuses to live; others say, itis to
break the spell of witcheraft or other power of darkness, by which her children are
doomed to die thus in infancy. This seems absardly inhuman; but the afflicted
heart always secks some refuge, some ground of hope and confidénce for the fature ;
and the unenlightened mind objects not to the contrariety of themeans proposed
both to reason and troe religion. If the next child lives, this custom gets the
hotour of having secured its life—if it die also, the same means will be used again,
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but with more careful observance to avoid any error which may have caused failure
before. -

Sabbath th.—XKing Eyo was absent to-day from Church, for the first time, being
laid up with a sore foot, whick, indeed, might have kept him back the two last
Sabbaths, had he wished for an excuse. It is certainly worse to-day, and Dr.,
Hewan went to see him, and to dress it for him. He went uncalled, perhaps unex-
pected, and was agreeably surprised to see the King sitting with his big Bible open
before him, reading it as best he could, and his house and yard with all the quiet-
ness of the Sabbath, the attendants having been all sent to church. O thathis
heart were 50 with God as all this seemed to indicate. I did not call on him, but
seat in my compliments to inquire for him, and received answer that nothing but
his sors foot had kept him from Church. More was implied than expressed.

Tuesday, 12th February.—] must not omit to record a fact, as yet, perhaps,
trifling, but destined in 1ts results to be of great importance. To-day we ate the
first éread-fruit ever grown or eaten in this ccuntry—the produce of a tree growing
in our own yard. The plant came from Fernando Fo, nearly four yesrs ago,
together with another in the mission-house garden, at Duke Towzn. It bore.ten
fruit this season, of which five fell prematurely, as is.usually the case while young.
The intreduction of such a tree into the country is a common blessing. For this
and the Afango, which has now been bearing tivo or three years, and is being rapidly
propagated, people will thank us, who don’t value the better spiritnal blessings in
Christ Jesus, which we offer to them in hisname. Even so, the kingdom of Christ
provides temporal blessings for those whese portion isin this life. ¢ Then ghall the
earth yield her increase.” -

Sabbatk, 18tk May.—Though the Church is usurlly well and regularly filled, yet,
to-day, the attendance was crowded, and earlier than usual, both of chiefs and
people. Whatever the unusual cause of the unusual overflow, the general effectis
beneficial. The observance of the Sabbath and attendance on the house of God, by
both chiefs and people, is a public testimony to the truth before this and neighbor-
ing countries, and, by God’s blessing will be productive of much good. I believe 1
may safely say, that no compulsion i§ ever used by any- party to bring people to
church, and it is but rarely that any influence is used, beyond g decorous example,
by any persons in authority, while on the part of some, even that is not afforded, to
induce attendance. Itis very pleasing to believe that our Sabbath-day congregation
is a purely voluntary one. The people come freely, we may hope, because they
find it good and pleasantto do so. Ia the present state of themission, ¢ He that
is not against us is on our part.” ’

Sabbatk, 22nd June.—To-day Mrs. W. and I presented our two adopted children,
Jane and James, for baptism, and Mr. Goldie baptized them. The solemn-dedi-
cation of them to God by us in baptisin, seemed to inaske a strong impression on
many in the congregation. Having thus publicly owned them as members of our
family, we must secure their freedom, though born of-slave parents.

¢ Not having previously alluded to them, I must here mention something about
them. Jane’s mother died nearly eighteen months ago, leaving the child diseased,

and seemingly crippled—old enough o walk, but unable to'move. Herproper
father we knew not—perbaps only the mother knew. . The so-called father, or
master of the woman, was a head slave of King Eyo’s. Himself a kindly man, he
iried to get some-of his wives or sérvants to mind the poor orphan, but they
grudged the care and attention which the poor little thing required, and its con-
dition was reporfed to my wife as very distressing indeed. She sent.and took it,
and bad it brought here. In former times, it would have been buried, or thrown
into the bush to perish beside the dead body of its mother. Happily better feclings
begin to prevail, and some people had compassion on the child, and tried to mind
it ; but their compassion and patience were not sufficient for its necessities. Even
after it was-brought to our house, the two girls that Mrs. W. had, could not be:in-
«duced to attend to it properly, and ere long took the sulks, and left ber to mind:the
child slone. However, by God's blessing her efforts succeeded. The childim-
proved, gradually got strength, and at length was indaced to try, and finally Wwas
able to move its legs a little, and, from one thing to anotler, to creep, dnd at last
to walk. Its efforts in this way were at least two years behind their time, for it
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could speak when it came to us, and even sing a melancholy little dirge, or death-
wail for its mother, which somebody had taught it. When it became able to toddle
about the-house, persons who had known'it before were astonished at its recovery,
snd many women came from the town to see the lame child walking. Some pro-
posed to bring other lame children from different parts of the country, to profit by
our training. Mrs. W. told King Eyo, the same day-that she took the child, that he
must not consider it his slave; she would take charge of it and rear it as her own
free child—to which he cordislly agreed. I am happy to add, that it now attends
gchool, and is able to use its primer; and lately I was greatly interested to see it
stand before an alphabet-board to teach a full-grown man his letters. May the
Lord accept, sanctify, and bless the child, with the best blessings of the new
covenant, :

¢ The other child, James, is but a few months old. One morningin the end of
March, I was surprised to sec Eslien, King Eyo’s son, coming to our house, accom-
panied by a boy carrying a young infant. He bronght it to us, and said that one
of his father’s head people had lately bought the child, withitsmother, from another
country, that the mother had gone deranged, and taken to the bush, forsaking her
child—that the man who bought them was away at market, and there was no person
at his house fit or willing to take care of so young & child, and therefore, hearing of
its forsaken condition, he had brought it to see if Mrs. W. would take it and care
for it. Most willingly did she agree to do so. It was a clean-skinned, fine, healthy,
handsome little fellow, of seemingly a very few months old. *

« A few days afterwards, the man who had bought the mother and child came to
see the'infant, seemingly very fond of it, and said it was better the child should be
with us than bé thrown into the bush to die, when it had lost-its mother. Yasked
if he knew what became of its mother. He said tbat after running away from the
child several times, she had at length hanged herselfin the bush.

¢ Alas! what a passage in the history of slavery. The mother, I am told was a
handsome young woman, recently sold out of her own country, for what cause I
know not. The father of the child I could not learn. Shelost heart, drooped, went
deranged, forsook her beautifal smiling infant, and, in despair, hanged herself!
Since then, however, I have learned that she did not hang herself —that her recent
purchaser sold her elsewhere, because she had forsaken the child. But I cannotget
rightly to tlic bottom of the story—a sad story in either way.ofit. Whichever
version be true, the poer infant has now found 2 mother who will be kind to it, with
more than mere natural affection, even for the Lord’s sake, to whom we have
solemaly devoted it, to bring it up for him.

¢« Though it anticipates some other .entries in my journal, I must continue the
story of this child to its close, which, I grieve to say, was ice near. Mrs. W. gota
woman in town, who had a fine healthy child and plenty of milk, tv come morning
and evening and give the infent suck, It fed well from the spoon also, getting
goat’s milk and arrowroot, and sago, and was thriving finely for some time. It had
a cutancous eruption, which annoyed it for some considerable time, but was getting
the better of it also, when its.teething begah, and made it very fretful. About the
middle of August, a girl who was carrying it down the road, running away from s
boy, fell with it.and on it. . Soon after it had large swellings under its arms, which
being opened, discharged profusely. These induced fever, from one or all of which
it died on 31si August. For a week previously it suffered great pain, and could rest
only in Mrs. Waddell’s-arms by night or day. He died on a Sabbath, and it went
to my heart to sce the dear child, on my return from church, laid out in his grave-
clothes, hissweet little face as placid in death as formerly when sleeping in health.

. The house children and others who called in to see.him, could not forbear weeping.
He quietly sleeps in Jesus. His sufferings and death have reminded me of a
similar scene with our first son in Jamaica. Had this one been our own, in every
sense of the word, we could hardly have felt more interest in him, or taken more
care of him. My infantsons are widely scattered—one has his grave in Jamaics,
another in Scotland, and now a third in Calabar. I buried him next day beside the
others of the mission family who lie interred here, near Mr. Jamieson, Mr. Suther-
land,.aud Mr. Hamilton’s little son. . '

Sabbath, 31st August.—To-day we received into the fellowship of the Church, by
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baptism, two young men who have been in the list of candidates for two years.
They are Ekpenyong Itubiro and Okun Nyanese. The latter has given the fullest
satisfaction all the time, but his youth seemed to require a longer probation. He
is about sixteen years of age—a very serious lad—reads his Bible, and has done
pretty well in other school departments. He is a personal attendant on King Eyo.
The former was married last year, regularly in Church. Since his period of pro-
bation commenced, he has offended only once, and immediately confessed and
smended his fault. He is 2 steward in the King’s house. They are both much
trusted. The latter has never been at school, yetis learning to read, and bis young
wife is getting on too.

¢ Of their own accord thoy perviously informed tho King of their purpose, who
replied, that the one was old enough to know what he was doing, and to answer for
himself; but the other was too young. This sent the lad back to us to tell us the
King's objection, and he seemed disheartened. But in this matter I deemed mysclf
the fittest judge, and making sure that the lad’s mind was unchanged, I told him to
persevere, and I would speak to the King aboutit. So, after forenoon service to-
day, I alluded to the subject to the King, and told him the grounds on which I
deemed thelad a fit subject for baptism, notwithstanding his youth, and that I did
not feel warranted to delay any longer in acknowledging him as one of the Lord’s
people. He made no reply, and of course no further objection, which is well, as
the youth is always at his hand. .

¢« Mr. Baillie spent this Sabbath with us, and seemed much affected and de-
lighted by the sight of these two serious young men, conse. ‘ating themselves to the
Lord, before all people. Truly I bless God for his grace bestowed on them, and I
entreat the prayers of God’s people on their behalf, that they be upheld and pre-
served through grace to salvation.

¢ 1 have much hope of being able to receive by baptism the two women of whem
I have sometimes before written. O that the Lord may prepare them Jor himself.”

VISIT OF THE REV. MR. BAILLIG TO CREEK TOWK.

In describing a visit which he paid to Creek Town, Mr. Baillie speaks with deep
interest of the baptism of these two converts, which he was privileged to witness.
He says, I spent a Sabbath at Creek Town, a few weeks ago. From the influence
which King Eyo has over his peopls, the Sabbath is kept remarkably well there; as
well outwardly, at least, as ever I saw it in Scotland. The Church in the forenoon
was filled, and a few were standing outside; King Eyo sat listening, with his spec-
tacles on find his book before him, like some decentScotch elder. In the middie of
the day I went away to a little village about two or three miles outin the plantation.
The people; githered together, and I stood under the shade of a spreading palm,
d, Ly the aid of an interpreter, to point them to the Great Physician.
noon; Mr. Waddell baptized two young men. It was the first baptism I'
had seen inAfrign. Ilooked on with thrilling interest, and felt very much comforted
and refreshed, by:seeing such tokens of Ethiopia stretching out her hands unto God.
I afterwards addressed the two young men and the congregation.”

THE SCHOOL AT CREEK TOWN.

Mr. John Wylie, whose health had suffered, took a irip in the steamer to Sierin
Leone, leaving on 23d June and returning on 26th Juiy, and was much improved by
the voyage. He says:— .

¢ September 20, 1856.—1It is'as great pleasure to me, that, through God's geodness,
I have been enabled to take my classes agnin, both because I like the work, and
because 1 have much encouragement to proceed in it.

¢t Shortly after I came back, several of the young men of Creek Town came to
me, and asked me to begin & grammar class; and, after .having reccived promises
of regular attendance, I agreed that they should come twice a week, after the dis-
missal of forenoon, school, and since then they have been tolerably regular. I use
Douglas’ English Grammer, till Mr. Goldie’s Efik one is printed.

¢ There has been also & good many adults coming to the school; and I am con-
vinced that theironly object in coming, is their desire to be able to read the Word
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of God, and T assure you it is very pleasing to see such a thing. They don't care
about appearances, although one would think it a rather amusing contrast, to see
great big man of nearly six feet, standing beside a child of three feet, calling over
the A B C, or blundering through the spelling of a big word in the  Primer.”

¢t Allthis, though, is encouragement, and I am very glad that many of the old
people are trying to learn to read, instead of neglecting their opportunities. It isa
very good sign, also, to sce many women learning to read. I am sure you would be
delighted to see half-a-dczen women sitting on the floor, and Mrs. Waddell teaching
them. May God perfect the work begun in their hearts, ‘and cause many others to
follow their example.”

DUKE TOWN.

We have received a detailed account of a quarrel which arose between a ship
captein and @ native gentleman, which, in its progress, involved all the peopleof
Duke Town on the g.e side, and all the traders on the other, which assumed a very
alarming aspect, which brought a visit of the consul and aman ~f-war, and which,
after a trial of several days, issued in s decision, fining the native, a poor lame
map, twenty puncheons of oil, or about £300, besides causing him to be deprived
of ail his Egho privileges, and the ship captain four puncheons, or a fifth part, and
binding him over to keep the peace under a penalty of £100.

The following extracts from a letter of the Rev. Mr. Anderson, are very
gratifying :—

+On Friday the 12th September, two adults were added to the Church here by
baptism. One is an Emancipado from Sierra Leone, a native of Anang, Thomas
Paul by name. The other is 2 young woman named Fanny Egbo, wife of the Egho
Bassey whose baptism I reported to you in December last. She was one of Lir
house girls a year or two before her marriage, and always conducted herself with
much propricty.

¢ The attendance at school has been very satisfactory for some time. Wehave
from sevinty to eighty daily. Mr. Baillie takes the burden of the afternoon’s work.
I go overin the morning. Miss Barty and Mr. Haddison assist both forenoon and
afternoun. Miss Barty is becoming quite a proficient inthe Efik language,-and
pays frequent—1I think nearly daily—visits to the town, loaded with the message of
salvation. )

¢ The native gentlemen are most friendly with the missionaries just now.”

DUKE TOWN—BETTER FEELING AMONG THE CHIEF MEN.

The following extracts frum a letter of the Rev. W. Anderson, dated 24th July,
show that the important transactions which took place in the month of June, re-
garding the three refugees at the mission, have produced o favourable impression
on the natives, and given a blow to the deadly custom of the poison-nut.

¢ You will be glad,” says Mr. Anderson, ¢to learn that no bad feeling appears
to be cherished among the natives on account of the ¢Man-of-war palaver.” which
I reported last month. The Duke never seemed so cordial to the missionaries as
at present. He was telling Mr. Bailie and me, the other evening, that he is
brother for all good men now, and cannot make any more palaver with them.
About three weeks ago, o fellow, who appeared to bave been somewhat deranged,
took it into his head to stab two of his neighbours with & knife. When brought to
the Duke for judgment, the first step taken was to ascertain from the missionaries
what God’s law, or English law, would say about the matter. Neither of the par-
ties being then dead, I sent word to the Duke that the man ought to be kept in
confinement till the result of the wounds should make it appear whether he was a
murderer or not. The poor wretch had, however, stabbed himself also (in the ab-
domen), and fearing lest he should escape purishment by dying, my objeciions to
his execution were over-ruled. One of his victims died the day after: sothat I
was obliged to admit to the Duke Town gentlemen that, in this case, ¢Calabar had
not killed a man for nothing.’

] was convinced in my own mind, and I expressed the conviction to Mr. Consal
Hutchinson, when he was here, that the course- he had taken in'reference to the
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three refugees from Henshaw Town, would prove.the death-blow to the poison-bean
ordeal, in the whole of this portion of Old Calabar. And I am glad to be able to
report, that,,on the death of a person of some;standing, in Henshaw Town, about a
fortnight ago, and when several of the relatives went, as usual, with a charge of
freemason against some of their neighbours.to the Duke, he would not hear their
story, scolded them for bringing such a. story to him, and then, like Gallio of the
olden.time (Acts xviii, 16), * He drove them from the judgment-seat.’”’

FERNANDO PO.

It was lately stated that-thirty-two Popish missionaries, counsisting of five priests,
nine catechists, eight sisters of charity, and ten artisons and agriculturists, had,
ou the 14th of May,. arrived at Fornando Po. The reports which we have re-
ceived show that they had.very inaccurate information respecting the nature of the
country to which they were going, that they have been greatly disappointed, and
thet the whole affair is likely to be a failure. They were told, ere they lett Spain,
that fish was in such abundance at Fernando Po, that they could be takea out of
the bays merely. by dipping a basket in the water; that fowls were so plentiful,
that dozens of them could he knocked down with a.stick ; and that the guats were
in groups, jumping from rock to rock, waiting for the gun of the marksman to
bring them down. Such visions. of plenty, it is needless to say, have not been
realized ; and even Popish pricsts feel the calls.of hunger, like.other men. One of
the priests and two of the catechists have gone to Teneriffe, the former from ijll
health, and the latter from disappointment; six of the sisters have 1... for Anne
Bono; and the only ladies that are now at.Eernando Po are, one sixiy ycarsof age,
and the other sixty-five. It is said that those who rem:in are doing nothing but
ringing bells at their little chapel from morning to night, apd occasivbally making
a procession through the town with crucifixes, chalices, and longcandles. During
one of these processions, on-a Sabbath, & French brig of war, that was there atthe
time, fired a salute of twenty-one. guns, whilst the sailors took part in the show.
These.are rot the persons to instruct and improve the degraded natives of Fernando
Po, and the intelligence of-their removal will be welcomed with gratitude and praise,

The following deeply interesting account of the Boobies, the native inhabitants of
Fernando Po, is by the Rev. Hugh Goldie, who visited that island in the month of
January last. Fernando Po, which belongs to Spain, lies about 120 miles from Old
Calabar, is nearly 80 miles inlength and 20 in breadth, with three ranges of hills,
the centix .sing into & conical volcanic mountain 10,000 feet high, is very fertile,
and contains a native population, estimatedat 5,000. No one can read the description
here given of this people and their customs, without feeling how deeply heathen
ignorance and the power of Satan have degraded and debased them, and without
ardently desiring that they were fully favoured with the gospel, which alone, blessed
by the Spirit, can. enlighten, renew, and elevate them, and enable them to take
their place among the children and heirs of God.

Mr. Goldie officiated on Sabbath the 6th of January, at Clarence, the chief town
in the island, for Mr. Diboll, the Baptist missionary, in order to allow him to visit
Issopu—a Booby village, lying five or six miles up the mountain, where be is at-
tempting to form a station. : .

The Boobies derived their name by which they are known to Europeans, from
their common word of salutation, which sounds something like the English word
booby. It is not certain from what part of the neighbouring continent they have
come. Bimbia, about twenty miles distant, is the nearest point of the mainland ; but,
if they landed first;at North West Bay, as:some suppose, they may have come from
the Dolta of theNiger. In their habits, they show an inferiority in many things,
to the-adjacent tribes of the continent. Their houses consist of one apartment, and
are built of rough slabs, put up: on end and tied together, giving a wall of about
four feet in height. With the exception. of the. roof, formed of mats, made of the
fronds of the palm, a Booby-house might be. taken down or put up in a few hours.
Each married woman has her own house, apart from that of her husband. Their
clothing consists of a piece of mator eloth, not wrapped round the body, but folded,
of/a-few inches in breadth, and hung in front from a string tied round the loins,
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over which there islikewise commonly hung grass or some other thing by way of
charm. Around the left arm is tied another string, under which is stuck a knife,
and most commonly a tobacco pipe, which string thus serves by way of pocket.
They are, personally, a well-formed race of men, but the habit they have of
smearing themselves, head and all, with palm oil and clay, and their extreme nudity,
are far from pleasing. They also disfigure their faces much, by gashing them all
over with a knife, so as to leave large scars, making their countenances hideous
enough. The yam is tho principal article they cultivate. A few cocoas are also
grown, but they do not care for the plantain, and they carefully avoid planting a
fruit tree, from the superstitious notion, that he who does so, is sure to die. The
goat is not plentiful with them, cattle they have none, and their chief animal food
is the flesh of fowls and antelopes, various species of which are found on the island.
Those on the shore employ themselves a good deal in fishing. The poor women are
forbidden by custom, the use of most kinds of animal food, in order that, as I sup-
pose, the larger share may fall to the men.

Slavery is vnknown amongst them, and, notwithstanding their naked and filthy
habits, Mr. Diboll supposes that chastity, at least in the women, is preserved. In
these respec 1 they are superior to the continental tribes. A man looks out for his
wife while sheis an infant, and he betroths her, so that she is henceforth looked
upon as his wife. He gives her mother presents, and provides her with food for
her child, till she comes to marriageable age, so that the girl is, in fact, property.
Should she violate her engagement to him, her hand is struck off, and sheis re-
pudiated. Before the marriage is completed, the young woman is shut up, whether
as in Calabar, for the purpose of fattening, I did not learn, nor what particular
ceremony, if any, is celebrated as a marriage rite. Polygamy is practised, but not
nearly to such an extent as with us, nor are the married women atall secluded.

They ave, I believe, honest. Mr. Diboll said that nothing wasmissed out of his
house, whatever articles might be lying about; though some of these, such as
knives, would be of great value in their eyes, while others would appear useless to
them, from their total ignorance of the usages of civilized life, To illustrate their
simplicity in this respect, I may mention, that one day Mr. Diboll took & Chief from
the mountains, on board one of the mail packets, which lay in the cove of Clarence.
He was brought into the saloon, and, afier taking a survey of the apartment, he
cast his eyes on the ground and sat mute in astonishment. At length he nudged a
Clarence man who had accompanied him on board, and asked, ¢ Wheream I?”
«In the canoe,” he replied. ¢ I cannot believe you,” said theChief, He was then
shown the engine, when, turning to his friend, he said ¢ Me say you are devil-men
that is, supernatural heings—and say me not truly, what man could make that?”

In their eivil polity, each town or small tribe is independent, and is governed by
its Chiefs. They have their first, second, third, and occasionally their fourth king,
at the sametime. The first is in general an old man, able to claim but little influ-
ence, and when he dies, the next in rank steps into his place, as a matter of course.
The offices, ifnog. in theory hereditary, seem in practice so, but it is the nephew
" who succeeds the uncle, not the son the father, a rule of successionpwhich also pre-
vails among the Fantees at Cape Coast, and likely among other tribes. The men of
the town or tribe assemble in the market-place, the gate of the city, for the discussion
of any public matter. In that belonging to the tribe we visited, a great many conch-
shells were stuck upon a stick in the middle of the space as offerings, and two large
snake skins were hung alongside of them. The women have a curious custom of
carrying out their infants and making them touch these skins, in order, as they say,
that their children may grow long like the snakes. On occasions of public dis-
cussion, the throne of the king is & stone, fenced with charms, placed at the side of
the space; and if a party wishes any new law enacted, or any change upon the old,
the spokesman takes his seat in the middle of the space, sothat all may hear what
passes in the discussion. They thus debate everything with open doors.

Their instrument of war is the spear, formed of a species of hard-wood, sharpened
at one end, and cut into barbs. Though but a slender rod, tapering at one end to
a mere wand, yet itis thrown with great precision, and with much greater effect
than one would suppose. The musket is now coming into use, but from its expense,
and in general its worthlessness as it reaches the hands of the Boobies, it is not very

’
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Their only native agricultural implement is a sharp
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rapidiy supplanting the spear.
pointed stick.

As to religion, they have the idea of a Supreme Being, whom they term Dupe, the
Jamaice negro word for ghost, but they appear to pay no worship to him ; their
acts of worship, if they have any such, being paid to Mo, which is generally trans-
lated Devil. Do is, however, not the Satan of Scripture. They say he is related to
Dupe, having married his sister, and that therefore they worship Dupe’s sister in
worshipping Mo. They have no temple nor priesthood. The Mo-men are those
cunning enough to impose upon the others, like the Abinidiong of Calabar.

One of the worst features of their character appears in their treatment of the
sick. When they suspect an individual will not recover, all are afraid to do any-
thing for him, lest, as they say, ho should get too much attached to them, and on his
departure to the other world, call them to follow him for sake oftheir company.
They accordingly place the food prepared for such & one near him, so thathe can
help himself by stretching out his hand, or, if unable to do so, by turning his head
and seizing it in his mouth. Many thus perish of neglect. When a man dies, a
pointed stnke, the common instrument for tilling the ground, is given to the wife,
whose duty itis to dig the grave, and bury the body. The poor woman thus left
unaided in her sad duties, scoops a shallow grave, drags the dead body to it, and
places it in o sitting or kneeling posture, and then fills in the earth. By this mode
of sepulture, the body is but slightly covered with earth, and when many deaths
take place about the same time in & village, sickness is pretty sure to break out.
The people then take down their houses, anc removing to ancther spot, locate them-
gelves there, saying that the spirits of their fathers trouble them.

It isa curious custom amongst them, that after they are a certain age, the mother
does not bring up her own children, but sends them to her relatives, whose children
shereceivesin return, This she deoes lest the other wives of her husband should
cast anevil eye on them. Ilence, probably, has arisen the curious mode of sue-
cession, whick I have ncticed. In general the poor people have no .property to
leave, except the broken shells and vertebrse of the snake, with which they adorn
themselves, but strange to say, the articles most valued as heair-looms, are the old
straw hats of father or grandfather. It would be deemed quite o justifiable cause of
war, the relatives of any young men or family to-deny them the possession of these
relics on their attaining the rights of manhood.

Feelegtastical Patices.

UNIVERSITY OF TRINITY COLLEGE, TORONTO PRESBYTERY.

TORONTO.

The annual ordination of the Lord
Bishop of Toronto (whose diocese com-
prehends the whole of Canada West),
has passed over, without Trinity College
sending a single new labourer to work
in the vineyard of the Lord. In years
gone by, as many as twelve have been
admitted at one time into the sacred
ministry, but of late the number of men
offering themselves has very sensibly
diminished ; and this Fall but three, not
one of whom was connected with Trinity
College, presented themselvey as candi-
dates for the bigh and responsible office
of ambassadors for Christ.—Echo (" pis-
copal.)

This Presbytery met on the 2nd wult.
The Rev. Mr. Kennedy, Moderator, P.T.
The Rev. Mr. Pringle reported his pro-
ceedings in moderating, in s call, in
Caledon congregation and Orangeville
station : Messrs. G. Bell and Davidson
were present as commissioners from the
congregation, and were heard in support
of the call.  The call was very cordial,
and was addressed to Jno. M. King, M.A.,
Probationer. The Presbytery sustained
the call —The Committee appointed at
the last meeting of Presbytery, to wisit
Lsse and West Gwillimbury congrega-
tiong, re-,orted,—That they had effected
the object of their appointment, and that
the Rev. Mr. Frazer now withdrew the
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demission of the pastoral charge of
these congregations, which he bad for-
merly tendered to the Presbytery. The
Presbytory approved of the conduct of
the Committeo, and expressed their
hearf} concurrence in Mr. Frazer's con-
tinuance among the people of Bssa and
* WestGwillimbury.—'The Rev. Mr. Walker
was appointed to dispense the ordinance
of the Lord’s Supper to the Tecumseth
congregation.—Testimonials in favour of
Mr. W. McWillism, student, lately from
Scotland, were read; and Mr. McWil-
liam’s namc was placed on the list of
second yem’s students.—Prof. Taylor
proposed that Messrs. John Turnbull
and William Stewart be received and
examined, as students of the first year.
The Presbytery referred them to be ex-
amined by the Committee of Presbytery
appointed for this purpose;-—The report
of the Rev. William Inglis’s missionary
labours, within the bounds: of the Pres-
bytery, was read, and regarded as very
satisfagtory. The next meeting of Pres-
bytery-takes place on the Firsy Tuesday
indfebivary, at 11 am. °
N ESQUESING.

~The young people in the U. P. Con-
gregation here, have presented to their
osteemed pastor, the Rev. James Cald-
well, & very handsome set of buffalo
robes. This congregation, which bore
itself so creditably during a protracted
vacancy, is now in a thriving, flourishing
condition. So justly have Mr. Caldwell
and his cxcellent partner been appre-
ciated, that it has been resolved to
build, in spring, a respectable brick
manse, for their accommodation, close
by the church. The personal conveni-
ence and facility for pastoral work thus
afforded, will be great, s their present
residence is at a distance of four miles.
Such an example, we respectfully sub-
mit, is well worthy of imitation.

SUCCOUR FROM SGOTLAND.

Our readers will be gratified to learn
that Mr. John James, a student, who
has just completed his attendance at the
Divinity Hall, Edinburgh, is at present
on trial for license, before the Presby-
tery of Paisley & Greenock, withthe view
of coming out to Canada; also that the
Rev. S. McMillap, an aged U. P. minis-
ter in Aberdeen, has presented the whole
of his library—about 500 volumes—to
the Church; one half to be sent to the
library of the Divinity Hall, in Canada,
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and the other to the library of the Mon-
tego Bay Academy, Jamaica. For the
portion of this valuable aud appropriate
qonation which is destined for us, thanks
will, of course, be tendered in due time,
and from the proper quarter, to our
venerable benefactor. In the mean-
time, we may be permitted to say, that
his considerate generosity ought to be
all the more highiy appreciated by us,
that the Synod at home, after resolving
at its meeting in May, 1852, to present
to our library one-half of the duplicates
in its theological library, did, the year
following, without one word of explana-
tion, resile from its promise, and sent
the whole of these duplicates to the
library of the Divinity Hall of the Pres-
byterian Church of Nova Scotia.

FUND FOR AIDING AND ENCOURAGING

. STUDENTS IN DIVINITY.

The U. P. Congregation of Blandford
have transmitted for the above fund, the
sum of £6 53.-—The Examiners appointed
by the Synod have just paid from the
fund, the sum of £120, as Exhibitions,
to 12.Students in Divinity—one of our
number not having entered into the com-
petition. The friends of the U, P. Church
will be glad to learn that, though only a
slight effort was made in behalf of this
fund, and only in & small number of our
congregations, such a sum was raised,
that, after payment of two years’ Exhi-
bitions, there is still in store upwards of
£70. The treasury, however, will need
to be replenished during the ensuing
summer.

UNIVERSITY OF QUEEN’S COLLEGE KiNG-
STON.

The Classes in the Faculty of Arts
were opened on the 1lst of October at
Kingston, C. W.,and those in the Faculty
of Divinity on the 5thof November. The
introductory address was delivered by
the Rev. Professor George. In conse-
quence of changes, which have been made
in ,the Queen’s College Building, we
learn that the amount of accommodation
it affords has been greatly increased,. so
that it is now ample for all purposes.
We are glad to learn, as will all the
friends of this School of our Prophets,
that the attendance upon the classes is
very good, larger in fact than in any
previous session.

The number of Students in Arts, of
whom a large proportion are looking
eventually to study for the Ministry, is

N
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89 ; that of Divinity Students pcoper, is
7; in all, 46.—Presbyterian (Church of
Scotland.)

The Presbyterian states also, that the
number of Medical Students is nearly
60. Some of our neighbors, it appears,
aie not better supplied with Divinity
Students than ourselves, bad as our own
cage is.

CALLS.

On Monday, the 24th November, the
Rev. Wm. Inglis received & unanimous
call from the U. P. Congregation of
Westminster, the Rev. Mr. Skinner pre-
siding. The congregation was formed
nearly two years ago, by the disjunction
of about 80 members from that of the
Rev. Mr. Proudfoot, of London., Al-
ready, though Wlthout the services of a
stated pustor, or any addition to their
numbers, thisspirited people have erect-
&d g neat frame church, free of debt, are
abdut to proceed with the building of &
manse, and have agreed to give " £150
a-year to their pastm Such conduct
deserves—may it receive—the imitation
of other and abler congregations! The
Rev. Mr. Baird has been called to
Chatham.

A number of individuals in Stratford,
most, though not all, of whom have been
formerly in connection with the U. P.
Church, have been endeavouring to es-
tablish a Church in that tewn, in con-
nection with the Christian body to which
they are alike, by inclination and prin-
ciple, most attached. On several occa-
sions, at the request of the people, the
Rev. Mr. Drummond, of Brantford, and
the Rev. Mrv. Cross, of Ingersoll, bave
preached to the friends of the cause
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there.  More recently. an evening ser-
mon has been preached on four succes-
sive Sabbaths, by the Rev. John M. King
and others supplying the vacant stations
in the neighbourhood of Stratford, the
use of the Court-house being kmdly
granted for this purpose by Mr. Mother-
well, Sheriff of the County. We under-
stand that application has been made by
the parties friendly to the movement, for
the services, for three months, of the
Rev. Mr. Stevenson, who has already
preached to them with much acceptance,
and that Mr. Stevenson has accordingly
been appointed.— Com.
THE LOWDEN FUND.

The following additional conttibutions
have been reccived for Mrs. Lowden and
her family, viz. :—

£ s d.
WhitbY eeervere cvreenes vevees 6.0 0
Columbus and Brooklin ...... 11 4 0
Cu.ledoma. ............... e e 217 8
Indiang wiee veeecsner ser e 6
Oneids woeee voeneee 0
Flamboro’ West .............. 0
Huntingdon .. 0
McKillop oveevvenns 0
Glen MOITiS .cccevvervevvesvennne 0
Scotland,per Rev.W. Ritchie:
Dunse, £109 stg. at9perct 132 0 8
Emmosa. et eeeaenn .16 6 0
¥-N.2 SO L2216 0
£225 10 8
Sum formerly reported®* ... 825 4 2%

Total ......... £559 14 b}

# The sum named in our Number for Novembe®
last, was £330 9s. 2L4d.: but from that there falls
to be deducted £5 5s. in cousequence of “ Bland-
ford, £5 £s” being, by mistake, inserted twice,

DISTRIBUTION OF U. P. PROBATIONERS—JANUARY TO MARCH, 1857.

Names of Probationers. | January—4 Sabbaths. | February—4 Sabbaths, March—5 Sabbaths,
Reererd ........ D1; F2; L3, 4 L1, 28,4 L1,238,45
Clark .. W1,2.T3,4 T1; D23, Dl,F23;L4,5
¢« Wr. Inghs L1; W23,4 G1,2384 TI1,2,8,4,56
¢ Wm. Inglis. G1,2384 G1; T238,4 L1,238,4,5
¢ Kingueee .. L1234 w1, 2,38, W1,238,4,5
¢«  Livingston.|T1; D2, 3; CE4| CEI1,28,4 CEL1,2;D38,45
€ Scott e 11,2 8,4 L1,28,4 L1,224,5
¢ Stevenson.. B1,2 8,4 B1,23,4 B1,238,456
«  Walkersooo| T1,2; F3; L4] L1,23,4 G1,%34,5
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Presbyteries. Clerks—P. 0. Vacancles in each Presbytery.

C E—Cannda East; W, Taylor, D.D., Montreal |1, Lachute; 2, New Glasgow; 3,

- Hemmingford.
B—3Brant...........!A. Drummond, Brantford... |3, Shakespere; 2, Norwichville;
3, Mornington.

D—Durham ....... R. H. Thornton, Oshawa ... |1, Columbus; 2, Napance.
F—Flamboro'...... J. Porteous, Kirkwall ...... 3, St. Sourge.
G—Grey cocverenenns R. Dewar, Leith  ............ |1, Brent; 2, Sullivan; 8, Greenock.

1, Westminster; 2, Chatham; 3
. arey; 4, West Nissouri; 5,
L—-London......... J. A. Proudfoot, London ... North Nissouri; 6, Brucefield;

7, Downie; 8, Tilbury; 9, Flo-
| rence; 10,Grant, Co. Wisconsin

T—Toronto......... James Dick, Richmond Hill {1, Pickering & Claremont; 2, Te-
cumseth ; 3, Caledon.
W—Wellington .. ;R. Torrance, Guelph......... 1, Galt; 2, Garrafaxa; 8, Eden,

qu Everton.

SUYMS RECEIVED BY THE TREASURER OF THE U. P. CHURCH.

The Treasurer has received the fullowing sums in aid of the several Funds of the
Church:—

' Mission. 'Iheologic:il. Synod.

1856. £ s d £ s d £ s d.
Nov. 6. Flamboro’ ........eeee... e seecanen svneen 1315 0 710 0 5 0 0
¢ ¢« West GWIlHIDULY coevivnennnccieeenne. 111 73
$6 €6 TESA  vereriiersvosasssanns sosseecessesannses 113 41
¢ ¢ ChIpPAWR .vveerereernesacesersonseesnnnns 310 0O
¢ 14, Thorold ee.eeeeceenernsecennaneencsonnsnnne 110 O .-
¢ 6 GOACTICH veveereeerenvrennes . 317 6
¢ ¢ Montrealoeeeee ceveerennnen - 710 0 .
10, St. GOOTEL weereirecenaerasenne ccnnnannnen 215 0 o
€24, Prantford ce.eeceeceeecerieenes canerennnans 518 9
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Gleanings.

REV. DR. HODGE ON SLAVERT.

i Dr. Hodge’s Commentary on the Epistle to the Ephesians has been reprinted in
Britain. The Review inserted in our Number for November last presented no
specimen of the work. The following critique, which has just appeared in the
Ckristian Times (London), embodies an extract which eshibits the author’s view
of Slavery:—]

«*Dr. Hodge is Professor in the Theological Seminary at Princeton, New Jersey.
With one exception, which must be noticed, this Exposition is highly respectable,
and well worthy to be reprinted in Edinburgh. The usual sudsidia of Patristic
Commentary are judiciously made use of. There is no necdless parade of learning,
no stiffness, nothing pedantic, no waste of words; and the whole production is what
it should be, scholar-like and Evangelical. On one point, it is what it might have
-been if written in the life-time of Nero, excellent for that age and for that empire,
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but not what would have proceeded from o British pen. A single quotation from
the note on chap. vi. v. 5, will enable the reader to judge for himself as to Dr.
Hodge’s position in relation to

Negro Slavery.—*¢ Doulos and %urios are hore relative terms, although in Greek
the antithetical term fo doulos is commonly despoles as in 1 Tim, vi. 1; Titus ii. 9;
compare also 1 Pet. ii. 18. Doulss, from deo, *to bind,” means a bondman, or
slave, as distinguished from a hired servant, who was called misthios or misthotos.
That such is its meaning here is plain, not only from the common use of the word,
but also from the antithesis between doulos and eleutheros, < bond” ard ¢ {ree,” in
ver. 8. Kurios means ‘possessor,” ‘“owner,” ¢“master.” It implies the relation
which & man may bear both to persons and things. The nature of that relation, or
the kind and degree of authority, involved in it, however, is not determined by the
word, but in each case by the context. It is evident both from the meaning of the
terms here used, and from the known historical fact that slavery prevailed through-
out the Roman empire during the apostolic age, that this and other passages of the
New Testament refer to that institution. It is dealt with precisely as despotism in
the State is dealt with. It is neither enjoined norforbidden ; it is simply assumed
to be lawful, so that o Christian may coasistently be an autocrat in the State, or o
master of slaves. In this view the scriptural doctrine on this subject differs on the
one hand from the doctrine that slaveholding is in itself sinful, on the ground that
one man cannot lawfully possess or exercise the rights and authority over his fellow
men which are involved in the relation of a master to his slaves. This of necessity
leads to setting up a rale of faith and practice higher than the Scriptures, and thus
tends to destroy their suthority. Itleads touncharitable feelings and to unrighteous
judgments, as well as to unwarrantable measures for abating the evil. On the
other hand, the scriptural doctrine is opposed to the opinion that slavery is in itself
a desirable institution, and as such to be cherished and perpetuated. This leads to
results no less deplorable than the other error. As slavery is founded on the infe-
riority of omne class of society to another, the opinion that it ought to be cherished
naturally leads to the adoption of means to increase or to perpetuate that inferiority,
by preventing the improvement of the subject class. It presenis also a strong
temptation to deny the common bretherhood of men, and to regard the enslaved as
belonging to an inferior race. 'The great mistake of those who adopt the former
error is,—1. That they as:ume the right of property in the master to extend to
more than the services of the slave. The only right of property possible in the
case is a right to use the slave 23 a man.possessing the same nature with his
master, and may, by the law of Ged and the constitution of things, be properly
used. And, 2. The confounding slave-laws with slavery, which is as unreasonable
as to confound despotism as a form of civil government with the laws of any parti-
cular despotic State. Those laws may be good or bad. Their being bad, as
they too often are, does not prove, either in the case of despotism or slavery, that
the institution itself is contraiy to the Divine law. The mistake of those who hold
the other extreme opinion on this subject, 50 far as the Bible is concerned, is that
what the Seriptures tolerate aglawful under given circumstances mey be cherished
and rendered perpetual. THiS:is as unreasonable as to maintein that children
should, if possible, always remain ininors.

¢« The Bible method of deéaling with this and similar institations is to enforce on
allconcerned the great priziciples of moral obligation,—assured that those principles,
if allowed free scope, will.put an end to all evils both-in the political and social
relations of men. The Apostls, therefore, without either denouncing or commending
slavery, simply inculcates on master and slave their appropriate duty. On the
slave he enjoins the duty of obedience. In the expression, masters according to the
Jlesk, there is evidently an implied reference to & higher authority. It limits the
authority of the master to what is external, the soul being left free. The slave has
two masters: the one %ata sarke (according to the flesh), the other Xata pneuma
(according to the spirit)—the one, man; the other, Christ. The directions here
given relate to their duty to the former.”

¢« Here, says The C. Times,” ¢ the Commentator laysdowna doctrine which cannot
satisfy either the Pro-slavery or the Aati-slavery party, although it is less repugnant
to the former than to the latter. The slave, it is affirmed, ¢ has two masters,”
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Christ and the owner, and onedience rendered to the one is also accepted by the
other. TUnduubtedly, if an oppressed slave suffers the oppression, lest any act of
disobedience or resistance should bring discredit on the service of the Divine Master,
his patience will be accepted in the court of Heaven. DBut beyond this idea of
community of service, it is difficult for any one in this anti-slavery country to
advance. As for trimming between two parties that is happily needless. There is
no temptation here to any compromise, but our biag, if bias it be, is all in the
direction of universal freedom. We cannot preach to slaves, because there are none
here, but for those who do, this generally excellent Commentary on the Epistle to
the Ephesians provides instruction for an extremely necessary service,—for deliver-
ing words of comfort to slave congregations. The only drawback is that this
instruction would lead Christian ministers to keep silence as to the sinfulness of
slavery, and even speak of its existence as compatable with that of Christianity in
States professing to be free.”

[It is hoped that good will ultimately result from continually holding up to the
view of the people of the States—so free ‘“in word and in tongue’—the esiimate
which is furmed of the * domestic institution” by Britons, who are free ¢in deed
and in truth,” and who recognise the rule of doing unto others as they would have
others to do unto them.]

PREACHING EASY?

The Rev. Dr. Robert Lee, Professor of Biblical Criticism in the University of
Ldinburgh, concluded his Introductory Lecture at the opening of the present Session
as follows :—

I shall add a word or two on a point which appears to me of pressing importance
at the present time. I mean the necessity of clergymen receiving a more extended
scientific education. Not to mention such subjects as astronomy and geology in the
discussion of which Biblical questions have been largely mixed up with those which
are more strictly scientific, the new science of ethnology has raised a multitude of
questions, very startling and very interesting, respecting the origin and age of the
human race—of the varieties observable among men—the affinitics and characteris-
tics of different races of men—all of which, and many more, have intimate relations
with the Biblical decuments, which are constantly invoked, either in a friendly or
hostile spirit. So that the solution of these questions has a close connection with
Biblical studies—or, I should rather say, Biblical studies camnot now be very
thoroughly pursued without some knowledge of the investigations and theories
alluded to. I do not think it would be unreasonable to require that every student,
before receiving lic:nce, should have attended some one or two of the following
classes :—Chemistry, natural history, botany, physiology, comparative anatomy,
geology, cthnology. Gentlemen, it requires very little knowledge to enable Fou to
preach—that is, to produce a declamation of thirty or forty minutes’ length, in
which the words God, Christ, sin, holiness, heaven, hell, justifica*on, sanctification,
-and adoption, frequently occur. This seems the general idea of preaching, and you
may get through such performances decently without knowing almost snything.
But to instruct and interest the minds of people who are educated, who are accus-
tomed to rcad and think, and to continue for many years to interest and instruct
them, you must know something, you must know much, you must read, investigate,
observe, and think & great deal. A minister of the Word in our times can only b
contemptible in the eyes of intelligent men unless he be fairly up with that scien-
tific, literary, and political knowledge which other men and women so generally
possess in these days, besides his deeper acquaintance with the Divine oracles, which
his strictly professional studies have given him.”

: THE SCOTCE AND THEIR RELIGIOS.

On the 2nd of Dec. an eloquent sermon was preached before the St. Audrew’s
and Caledonian Socictics of Montreal, by the Rev. W. Taylor, D.D., from the text,
“We have heard with our ears, O God, our fathers have told us, what work thou
didst in their days, in the times of old.” (Psal. xliv. 1.) The following is the

& Iatter part of the discourse as reported in the Montreal Pilot:—
¢t The religious element enters largely into the national Scotch character. I donot
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mean that every Scotchman isa religious man by national descent. There have been
as deplurable instances of human depravity in that country as in any, for a Scotch-
man without the grace « God is as wicked as any other. But I believe that the
true Scuteh character is essentially a religious one, and that the Scotch, as a people,
are 23 well known as the Puritans of New England for a steady adherence to certain
religivus opinions. It is, indeed, the religion of Scotchmen which has made
Scotland what she is. Ier history for three hundred years has been a religious
history, and the man who has not some knowledge of certain religious questions,
and some religious sympathies, cannot understand that histury, nor the Scottish
people. The Reformation was early introduced into the country,—was more firmly
received and took stronger hold of the people at large, than in almost any other
; nation. The doctrines of the Westminster Confession were those rcceived by the
. Scotch, and which they were bound by a national compact to defend. Liberty of
" conscience—the power to read the word of God, and draw thence all that is com-
" prehended in the name of religion, whether as to doctrine or practice—the rejection
of human authority, and of all tradition—and a firm adherence to ecclesiastical
faith and discipline—these are the leading points of the religion of Scotland. For
these she fought with a fervor and enthusiasm of which it is scarcely possible for
us to form any conception at present. For these she unfurled the banner of the
covenant, and gave some of her best sons te die, whose affecting memorials might
yet be met with in the grey cairns of some upland moor. The firm hold taken by
these doctrines on the minds of our fathers, and the strength with which the latter
defended them, did more than all other things to-mould the national character and
establish the national institutions. To that struggle we are indebted for much of
the liberty, civil and religious, which we enjoy at:the present day. We are grateful
to Gud that he Lrought our forefathers-through such a contest, and that vur native
land was thus made the theatre where the battlé of “civil and religious liberty was
fought. We ascribe it to His arm and power; yét we can see subordinate canses
that contributed to the success of the struggle,2and to mature and consolidate its
results. >

¢It may Le doubted whether the canse of the Reformation could have maintained
its powers if it had not been taken under the charge of Civii Government; for what-
ever ideas may be formed now of the espediency of a connection betneen Church
and State, at that time, when all grestions were decided by appeals to the sword,
we annot see how the ark of our lioerdes could have been preserved without it
We ascribe then much to the part the Charch of Scotland acted, when in the warmth
and purity of her first love she lifted ap her voice and testimony, and framed her
Solemn Covenant. Nor must we forget the powerful auxiliary which the church
raised up for herselfin the Parochial Schools. These gave the doctrines of the
reformers & lodgment in the minds of the Scottish youth, which was too deep ever
to be crased. In every parish there is a school, and in every schoo! the Bible is
read. Under thescinfluences the youth of Scotland grow up and their characters are
fcrmed; and'if there be any stediastnéss in Scottish character, in adhering to what
is good nnd:trne—a steadfastness, which impartial judges will, I think, admit—1
ascribe it under God to this system of schiools, in which the Bible occupies so con-
spicuous & place. Looking back to that couniry, from this land, I sce nothing
there whieh I envy so much, or which I am more anxious of secing transported to
these shores, than our Parochial Schools. I frequently wish we had this system
here, where everything is so loose and unsettled, and men’s opinions are as shifting
as the sand. Sometimes I bavs thought that my wish would be realized, and that
the Scottish population in this city would raise up a St. Andrew’s School, on the
model of the Parochial Schools of Scotlond. How different would be the quality of
the education which our children would then receive from thie flimsy, non-religious,
or rather anti-religious, cducation so cormmon in this part of the Province—and how
Jifferent would be the influence exerted on society by children so brought up, from
that which is now exerted.

“We must give thanks to God, for if we believe that Scotland differs from other
countries in any way to redound to her honor, it is He who makes us to differ. Let
us be carefal to follow the footsteps of our fathers—let us imitate the example
these great and good men left behind hem—Ileft us be a Bible-reading, God-fearing
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people, as they were—Ilet us, in short, so conduct ourselves, that our ccuntry shall
never have cause {0 be ashamed of us.  We have, in this colony, many liberties and
privileges—in some respects, more than those of our father-'and. Here, we have
no privileg2d classes; and that class legislation, which falls so heavily, is nearly
unknown. Connected with the Empire, we have all the advantages of British
subjects; but the connection is maintained by so light and easy a bond, that it is
hardly felt. And looking at our neighbors of the Great Republic, we see nothing
to envy in their state; but rather find ground to congratulate ourselves on our
better condition, and the broader and firmer basis on which our institutions rest.
It is, moreover, our happiness to live under one of the best Sovereigns that ever
swayed the British sceptre. Raised while a mere girl to the throne of one of the
greatest empires, she has conducted her administration with the wisdom of a Nestor.
She is a pattern, alike as a monarch on the throne, and for matronly purity in the
domestic circle—one to whom the proudest peeress and the poorest peasant may
alike look for example.

« While grateful to God for what he has done and is.deing for Scotland, it is one
of our chief blessings that such a sovereign has been brought to the throne at such a
crisis in the state of European affairs. None will pray more earnestly than the
people of Scotland that God would bless Queen Victoria, and grant herlong to reign.

«After the example of the Apostle, let me conclude in his words—¢ My heart’s
desire and prayer for you, brethren, is, that you may be saved.” ZLet this be the
prayer that each one of us present, for ourselves, and for all with whom we have
the happiness to be connected by a common descent and a common country.”

THE SKYE BOAT SCHEME.

The following account of the boat scheme, which bas been productive of so much
benefit to hundreds of families in the island of Skye, is contained in a letter of the
Rev. Alexander Adam, U. P.missionary at Portree, dated 28rd September, and
addressed to the Rev. Dr. Somerville, Edinburgh. It shows the importance of
supplying the posr with a little capital, and thus of putting it into their power, by
their own industry, to do good to themselves and others. The waters which sur-
round Skye are full of wealth, and yet the people, from sheer poverty, were, till
kindly helped and directed, unable to extract it:—

¢ When-conversing with you a few weeks ago, you kindly desired me to furnish
you with a short account of the origin, nature, success, and prospects of the fish-
ing-boat scheme. It originated in a conversation, some years ago, between the
Rev. Dr. Fletcher, of London, and myself. When walking together in the neigh-
bourhood of Portree, talking about the people then suffering from the destitution,
our warm-hearted brother said, ¢What can I do for them? My reply was, ‘You
can raise a small sum of money sufficient to purchase a boat for an industrious
crew of needy fishermen. Let the money be repaid by them as enrly as possible,
and laid out in the purchase of another boat for another crew, and so on.’ ‘A
good idea,’ said he; ¢I shall, on my return home, send the money, and you must
select the crew and work the scheme.” The Rev. Dr. amply fulfilled his promise.
The first boat was purchased in May, 1851; and the number of boats now is 42,
which have cost £324 4s, 6d.  The original donations amounted to £209 18s. 3d.
The sum of instalments paid by the fishermen is £130 10s. As the pcople now
understand the nature of the scheme, and see the benefit of it, and find that pay-
ment must be made, they are quite willing to pay according to the easy terms
agreed upon. The terms are simply these ;—Each crew subscribes a bond to pay
by instalments of from 10s. to 20s. each man, yearly or half-yearly, according to
certain circumstances, until the whole be paid. These sums are to be laid out in
the purchase of other boats, to be given to others on the same principle. The
humble scheme, small indeed at the beginning, and almost hopeless, has prospered,
and is prospering far beyond my most sanguine expectations. This, to me, is
ample reward for all my labours and anxiety. Itis also great cause of thankful-
ness that no mournful accident has happened to any crew or individual since the
commencement till this hour. It has already cffected a most happy change, in
placing several hundreds of our prostrate people in the way of carning an honest
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living for themselves and families, and teaching them to dread the evil of depending
on cold, precarious charity. I might mention several instances of good already
done. A whole crew told me gome time ago,—¢ Before you gave us the boat, we
had not two shillings to rub one against another, and often we were whole days
without a dinner; but now we have food and clothing, as our appearance shows,
and we have milch cows and money too; and the boat is now our own property, .
as we have paid all our instalments’ The following fact may perhaps create a
smile :—A half-witted man, who lives chiefly by begging, came one day, earnmestly
requesting to bave a boat to himself, and when agked why he wished to have one,
his answer was, ¢ Why am I wishing to bave one! Don’t you know, minister, that
all to whom you have given boats are now gentlemen, although before they got the
boats soe of them were as poor as I am.” The conversation in both cases was in
Gaelic, but the above are literal translations. The boats are not confined to one or
two localities, but are widely scattered from end to end of Skye, and some of them
are in the deighbouring island, Rasay. I believe, making a very moderate calcula-
tion, that the combined crews bave sold fish, from the commencement of the
scheme, to the amount of from £2,000 to £2,500, which large sum, were it not for
the boat scheme, would have been lost to the people and to the public. To the
Rev. Dr. Fletcher, as already noticed, and fo the Rev. Edward Bird, Wyton Ree-
tory, Huntingdon, and to Burn Murdoch, Esq., Edinburgh, and others, belongs the
chief merit, that of supplying the funds which enabled me to begin and increase
the flotilla from one to forty-two, the number now afloat. I may be allowed, in
justice to myself, and without affectation, to state that the whole labour here has
fallen upon me, of receiving and acknowledging the money, selecting among the
numerous applicants the proper persons, making out the legal deeds, collecting the
jostalments and lodging them in the bank till needed, and that all this has been
done without fee or reward of suy kind. I rejoice that now o committee of well-
known, patriotic gentlemen, has been formed in the South, for the purpose of en-
larging and estending the scheme ; and that a good local committee has also been
organized for working the scheme. DPerhaps it was our little humble beat-scheme
that gave the hint to the projectors of the Great West of Scotland Fishing Com-
pany, about to commence operations. May the great scheme be as prosperous on
its large scale, as the small one has hitherto been on its limited scale! Such suc-
cess would produce a wonderful, and, by the blessing of God, 2 most happy change
throughout the north-west Highlands.” :

[It may be interesting to some of our readers to be informed that the Rev. Dr.
Fletcher, who is 2 minister of the U. P. Church, is the son of the Rev. Mr. Fletcher,
who long laboured, with much acceptance, as minister of the Burgher Secession, at
Bridge of Teith, Stirlingshire.]

LORD SK:\};‘IESBURY’S HARVEST-IOME.

The good old British custom or harvest-aomes has just becn celebrated on St.
Giles’s Estate, Dorsetshire, the seat of the Earl of Shaftesbury. Having previously
entertained at a festivity of this description the peasantry on a portion of his do-
main in that county to the number of nearly 3C0, his lordship last weck invited
those residing in the parishes of Horton, Woodlands, Sutton, and Gassage All
Saints. The labourers and servants on the various farms, numbering about 350,
assembled during the morning in the yard adjoining the mansion of St. Giles's, under
the cace of their respective employers, and shortly afterwards proceeded to church
headed by a band of music. The sacred edifice was soon crowded with an attentive
snd decently attired congregation, the Earl of Shaftesbury, Lord Ashley, and other
members of the family being present.  After prayers & sermon was preached by the
Rev. James Webb from the 6th chapter of John, verse 27— Labour not for the
meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life.” On
returning from church & bountiful dinner was provided for the guests beneath a
specious tent that had been erected and gaily decorated for the occasion, and cach
of the partywas apportioned a supply of good old beer, sufficient to *‘cheer but not
incbriate.” “The Earl of Shaftesbury presided at the head of the tables, and Lord
Asbley took the post of carver at tho other cnd. Among the interested spectators
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were Count Creptowitsch, the Russian Ambassador, and his Countess ; the Marquis
D’Azeglio ; and other visitors and friends of the family. The repast being over,
end grace pronounced, the noble earl rose, and said he desired to address a few
words to those around him before they left that place. He wished to say with what
gratification he saw them there as his guests—his honest, hard-working peasantry,
who, under the providence of God, had been called to bring in and store up a most
bountiful harvest. He thought these celebrations were of grent value in bringing
together 2l classes of society—he thought they were of value, to show that they
were all dependent one upon another; and that, although he was the possessor of
that estate, he could have no enjoyment of it without the good conduct of the honest
lIabourer, and peasantry. If they derived any kenefit from him, he, on the other
hand, derived benefit from them ; and, if they had derived any from these good
things at his hands, he had received them at the hands of God; he was but the chan-
nel for conveying them to his neighbour. Whatever their thanks, he wished them
to be offered to the main source, and that they should only Jook upon him as the
instrument through which any -benefit-had been conveyed. That was the greatest
honour to which 2 man could aspire—namely being the instrument, under God, of
conferring benefit upon his fellow-man. His lordship then thanked his good, bon-
est , and noble tenantry for their readiness in co-operating withhim in a work such
as this, and for giving those in their employ & day’s holiday, without stinting them
in their wages. He then proceeded to obsexrve that he rcjuiced they were beginuing
to revive throughout the length and breadth of the land the good old Brltizh cus-
tom of harvest-homes. It had fallen, unhappily, into disuse, but was now being re-
vived in many parts of the kingdom. He did hope it would be continued, because
he believed such gatherings were of benefit to them all. If any one doubted the
good that arose from them, he should wish that person to see the decency of demea-
nour and the joyous faces of all present. e was quite certain that many of them
bad formed good resolutions that day and that, as they had been an honour to the
estate, and, he trusted, an honour to their Christian profession, so, under the bles-
sing of God, they would continue to be so, and that they would endeavour to per-
form that which was the highest honour to which they could attain—to do their duty
in that state of life to which it had pleased God to call them. However, he was not
there for the purpose of making a long address, but solely for the purpose of telling
them how glad he was to see them all—how happy he was to see their order, their
decency,and their comfort, and how he trusted under the blessing of Almighty God,
they would join with him in an earnest effective effort to make that estate & model
estate, not only for England, but for the whole of the civilized world. Then he was
sure that if landlord and tenant, employer, and employed, those who had property,
and those who had none—except that honest property of their labour—would join
in one great effort to advance each other’s welfare and to maintain their Christian
character they would arrive atthat condition of things which was the happiest and
safest that could be attained in this fallen world. And now he wished them hearty
joy. The park was open; there was a band for their amusement, and cricket and
other games would be provided. He trusted that at the close of the day they would
rejoice that, under the blessing of God, they had had an opportunity, by rational
mirth and by honest, sober enjoyment, to celebrate His praises, not only with their
lips, but in their lives. (Loud Applause). Cheers were afterwards given for Lord
Ashley, who briefly returned thanks; and also for the Countess of Shaftesbury and
the other members of the family. The party then repaired to the park, where o
variety of rural sports were kept up with much spirit, the whole proceedings being
of & most pleasing and gratifying character.—Christian Times.

CHURCHES IN GLASGOW.

In 1833, there were but twenty-one parish churches in Glasgow. Through the
efforts of Dr. Cholmers and William Collins, the bookseller,? the number was
doubled in the nest ten years. In 1843, the Establishment took possession of
thirty-eight of the forty-two churches. There are now thirty-six Free Churches
and thirty-three belonging to the Establishment—making a total jof sixty-nine,
besides those belonging to the Dissenters.—Presbyierian Witness. ~

[We cut the above from Zhe.Zlome and Foreign Record of the Presbylerian Church
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(0. S.) of America, for November. On reading such a paragraph, one scarcely
Lnows whether to get angry or to wax merry. Observe how the ¢ Dissenters,”
“including the Congregationalists, Reformed Presbyterians, Baptists, Methodists,
United Presbyterians, and other small fry, are huddled up! Now, no intelligent
person, who takes any interest in matters ecclesiastical, can be one day in Glasgow
—by far the most populous and most wealthy city in Scotland—iithout learning
that the United Presbyterian Church is the largest and decidedly the most infiuen-
tial denomination in that place. If he choose to make a little inquiry, he will also
discover that, for good, non-demominational objects,—such as those evangelical
causes in Geneva, Belgium, Holland, and France, represented, last summer, by
D’Aubigne, Jacquard, Deliefdd, and Monod, and the Irish Home Mission, of which
the Rev. D. Heather is Secretary,—the United Presbyterian Church probably con-
tributes twice as much as both the Established and I'ree Churches put together.
Some years ago, our Church at home felt necessitated to vepudiate the fellowship
of American Churches giving countenance to Slavery. We have heard that as-
signed as the reason why she is so much ignored in the States. At all events, the
Old School Preshyterians would consult their own respectability, by abstaining
from giving circulation to such deceptious notices as the above.]

BUBNING HATRED OF THE BIBLE.

The following extract from a letter of the Bishop of Jerusalem, Dr. Gobat, proves
that Popery remains unchanged in her practice of Bible burning. It also shows
that the enemies of Christ in Nazareth arve as full ¢~ hatred against His word as
they were 1800 years ago (see Luke iv. 16—36).

+ The Popish priests continue to burn all-the Bibles of which they can get hold.
Thus, latterly, they discovered that several of their people at Nazareth had Bibles,
and gave them no rest till they surrendered them, without, however, saying for
what purpose they wanted them; but when they collected as many as they could
they burned them, which act seems to have made 8 very painful impression upon
many of their own people; and I hear that the greater number of those who had
Bibles concealed them, whilst & few, who are not altogether dependant upon the
convent, refused to give up their Bibles. Only yesterday, I had the visit of a poor
man, the father of a family, who latterly had reccived a New Testament. He came
to ask me to receive him as a member of our Church, stating that the priests had
forced him, as he was dependent upon them, to give them his New Testament, which
they had accidentally discovered, adding with horror, that they had burned it;
Wherefore ,he said with great emphasis, ‘I can no longer remain in connection
with a Church that burns the Word of God.’ "—Fxckange.

i’ PSALMODY IMPROVEMENT.

{The following appeared in the U. P. Magazine, (Edinburgh), and is one of the
"many attestations of the advantage of using the Tonic Sol Fa mode of teaching
“mugic. The organ controversy:in Scotland has given a considerable impulse to the
" cultivation of sacred music. Those in favor™ of the organ are zealous for good

music, and declare that they deprécate the superseding of singing. Those opposed
to the organ regard the improvemént of vocal music as a stroug defence. ]

We have great pleasure in inSexting, at the request of the Psalmody Committee
of Synod, the following notice of the committee’s operations. The Sol Fa method
adopted in this instance, has been attended with equally gratifying results in many
other instances within our knowledge, and we would very warmly recommend to
ministers throughout the Synod this plan of exciting their churches to the work of
improvement in the service of praise.

In the month of April, the Rev. A. Loiwrie of the United Presbyterian Church,
East Calder, delivered an address in Dunse, in the Parish Church, upon the Tonic
Sol Fa method of learning to read musié™at sight, to a very large audience, com-
posed of all denominations. It was-explained and illustrated in Mr. Lowrie’s usual
able and felicitous manner, and gave great satisfaction to all present. At the close
of the address, the Rev. Daniel Kerr, of the United Preshyterian Church, said that
it would be 2 pity now when such a favourable impression had been produced, that
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the lecturo should end in nothing more, and that as he understood the system, he
would be willing, if o few would meet with him for an hour on one evening of every
week, to initiate them into the method, thus fitting them for becoming the nucleus
of a class in winter. At the close of the meeting 160 persons responded to the
invitation, and formed themselves into a class, being about 150 more than he had
locked for. These have accordingly been under his care all summer, and during
that time have received eighteen lessons. Although & course of thirty lessons, ot
least, is usually required before a. public exhibition of the results is given, yet it
was found that the approach of harvest, and other causes, required the breaking up
of the class before that number could be reached. On the 6th August, their labors
were therefore closed by a demonstration, at which about 600 persons were present,
Rev. Mr. Riddell, the parish minister being in the chair; and the effect was all
that could be desired, and much more than could have been expected. The pieces
sung were taken from the Tonic Sol Fa Reporter, and were as follows, 70 us a Child
of Hope is born. Daughter of Zion, awake from thy sadness. All’s for the best.
Star of peace to Wanderers weary. God is Love. IHail to the brightness of Zion's
glad morning. I would not live alway. We plough the fertile meadow. Breast the
wave, Christian. Besides these, a selection of Psalm Tuneswere also sung in full
harmony~~first to the sol fa notation, and then to appropriate words; and all were
executed by the class in a manner as gratifying to the audience, as it was novel
and interesting—many of them declaring that they had never attended any meeting
so pleasing, and could not have believed that such skill, ease, and proficiency
could have been attained by any pupils, under any system, in so short a time. But
the great fete of the evening was the singing of a tune by the class, which they had
never seen before, and which none of them knew. This was stencilled on alarge
sheet, nnd hung up before them, without any previous intimation that they were to
bo so tried. It was not an easy tune, being the peculiar hymn measure, 8-7s, and
2-7s. At once, however, and without a jar, they took it up in full harmony, and
sung it to the end, to the wonder and delight of the auditors. During the course
of the evening, the class was put through a course of exercises upon the Modulator
while a pretty full explanation of the system was given by Mr. Kerr, and new
pupils were invited to come forward as soon as winter set in.

At the close of the proceedings, the class, through Mr. Riddell, presented Mr.
Kerr with a very beautiful and handsome time-piece, as a mark of their gratitude to
him for his kind and gratuitous services to them.

The demonstration we learn has given the highest satisfaction to all who were
present, removed entirely all doubts and prejudices from every mind, as to the
nature and edvantages of Curwen’s new system—prepared the way for fuller
classes during the winter, and already fitted several persons for the task of con-
ducting them. ‘

TORONTO MECHANICS' INSTITUTE—DR, DANIEL WILSON'S LECTURES.

This valuable course of lectures, in the St. Lawrence Hall, on ¢ Unwritten
History,” ¢ The Historic Nations,” ¢ The Historic Races,” and the ¢ Historic
Lands,” notwithstanding some want of method, and & certain monotony in the
delivery, have been most interesting and inmstructive. Replete with unfamiliar
facts, expressed in rich and glowing phrase, instinet with the trne scientific spirit,
and at the same time paying unequivocal homage to the authority of Revelation,
they have been such & treat as the zitizens of Toronto rarely enjoy. We trust the
success of this course will encourage its projectors to secure for usa succession of
the most eminent lecturers. Zhe people will come, if there is g sufficient attraction
provided. As we have but one course of public lectures, let it be a first-rate one.
But why should there bebut one? Why should we not have a literary course, at
the same time with the scientific one ?—-&nadz‘an Independent.

EXEMPLARY LIBERALITY. X
Mr. Sylvester Lynd, a wealthy gentleman of Chicago, has given $100,000 for the
establishment of & Presbyterian University near that city, on condition that $40,000
shall be used for the endowment of professorships, and the income of $60,000 shall
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be perpetually used in proparing young men for the ministry. In 1837 he arrived
in that city from Scotland with two sovereigns, his entire capital, in his pocket ;
but his industry and intergrity have secured him an ample fortune, which he scems
disposed to use for the good of his fellow-men.—Z&xchange.

NEW TRANSLATION CF THE BIBLE.

Language, like all other things of this world, is given to change. Its fashion
passeth away. Though the language of the Bible has remained stationary, the
language of Society has kept moving on. Words and expressions which bore ono
sense in the days of Swift, have now become obsolete in that sense, and acquired
another. Scripture phrases, which were sufficiently clear to our great-grandfathers,
have gradually but imperceptibly changed their meaning, and become altogether
unintelligible to their descendants. For instance, carriage, in the Bible, signifies
the thing carried, such 88 baggage; with us it means the vehicle. Prevent, in the
Bible, signifies to kelp by anticipation ; with us it means to kinder. To let, in the
Bible, often signifies to obstruct ; withus it means to permit.  Pitiful, in the Bible,
signifies full of pity ; with us it means contemptible. Meat, in the Bible, signifies
Jood ; with us it means the flesh of animals. By, in the Bible, sometimes signi-
fies against ; with us it has no such meaning. Of, to the confusion of many a
passage, and the bewilderment of many a reader, is continuelly used as synony-
mous with by ; a sense which it has so entirely lost, that Gifford has a note upon it
in hiz ¢ Massinger.”” After, no longer, means according to, as it did of old, but is
restricted to the sense of dehind, whether referring to time, or place, or person.
Perhaps the differences which have taken place in the use of these smaller words
may be more injurious than any others, as they tend to give a vagueness to the
meaning of the sacred text, and thus occasion fanatical feelings and mystical in-
terpretations. In the Sermon on the Mount, we find, ¢ Take no thought for the
morrow.” To take thought formerly implied ¢ to be anxious or distressed.” The
phrase is go used by Shakspere, in ¢ Julius Ceesar.” And in the age in which
our translation was made, it very correctly expressed the semse of the original
text. But at present, in consequence of the changes that have occurred in our
language, it has not only ceased to convey our Saviour’s precepts, but inculcates
a carelessness of life which is incompatible with the Christian grace of prudence.
In the cases mentioned above, the words still remain with us, though their accepta-
tion has been altered ; but there are many words retaining their place in our ver-
sion of the Secriptures, which are no longer current among the people, and of
which the signification is only known to the literary antiquarian.* How many of us
sre there who have any notion of what is meant by ¢ ouches,” ¢ taches,” ¢ haber-
geon,” ¢ brigandine,” ¢ knops,” ¢ messings,” ¢ mufflers,” < wimples,” *‘tabring,’’ -
or & number of other obsolete terms, which nobody, among the ordinary class of
English readers, is ever likely to meet with, exceptin the pages of the Bible ?

‘We have only a few words in reply. Not to speak of its superiority as a transla-
tion to the Septuagint and other Eastern versions, the English Bible has been al-
lowed by the reverence of two centuries and & half—is our declaration of individual
independence, and our Protestant. Magna Charia. In the words of a Biblical au-
thority,—¢ All sects receive i 8; when once saltered not one of them would
have it. At present it acts :a8’a bond of union among sects of very different
opinions ; but the first alteration*in its pages would at once be the signal for strife
and controversy. At present:{hé words in the English Bible are in the mouths of
all, even of those who hate ongé another for the love of God; if it were altered,
the religion of the lips—that is, the familiar use of the Bible, which even in words
exercise & great influence among the people, and therefore much religion of the
heart too—would vanish,” %

— 3

# Dr. Blanoy, when he revised the printed Unﬁ%’rsity copies of the Bible, in 1769, mado a fow altera-
tions, and, on his own authority, substituted the modern for tho obsolete words. This was a bold and
hardly warrantable messure, though it extends no further than printing more for moe; midst for
mids; owneth for oweth ; jaws for chaws ; alien for alient ; &c. And this is the only attempt to adapt
the language of our Scriptures to the common speech of the people that has been made since the
year 1603. .
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And the end of it would be, that, ¢“in secking to obtain a few rectified expres-
sions of comparatively small importance, the nation at large would lose o great
treasure, and the few scholars in the land have gained nothing. We recommend
Mz, Harnkess to rcfute, if he can, this eloquent argument in favour of our old
English book :— N

Tt lives in the ear like a music that can never be forgotten, like the sound of
church bells, which the convert hardly knows how he can forego. Itsfacilities
seem to be almost things rather than mere words. It is part of the national mind,
and the anchor of national seriousness, The memory of the dead passes into it.
The potent traditions of childhood are stercotyped in its verses. The power of all
the griefs and trials of a man is hidden beneath its words. It is the representa-
tive of his best moments, and all that there has been about him of soft, and gentle,
and pure, and penitent, and good, speaks to him forever out of his English Bible.
It is his sacred thing, which doubt has never dimmed, and controversy never soiled.
In-the length and breadth of the land there is not a Protestant—with one spark of
religiousness about himm—iwhose spiritual biography is not in his Saxon Bible.”—
Quurterly Review.

THE NISSIONARY MEETINGS.

Let us express the earnest hope that the Missionary Meetings will be what such
meetings ought to be—decply and thoroughly religious ; such as the Apostles might
take part in, as ¢ Christ may be in the midst of ”—for we ‘¢ are gathered togetner
in His name,” and He expects to be there! Remembering this, let there be no
¢ foolish talking or jesting, which are not convenient;” no clap-trap—no flattery.
Let the meetings derive their interest from the whole-hearted earnestness with
which speakers and hearers address themselves to the work of Christ for souls.
Christ and souls! Do we want more than this to engage us? The wretched taste
and spurious piety that reqyires to be tickled with fun, when the travail of the
Saviour’s soul and the eternal destinies of men are concerned, descrves to be dis-
appointed. But let speakers ouly be full of these great themes, and speak from
the abundance of the heart, and any audience will have their attention rivetted.
Why, else, did men sit for three hours to hear Dr. Duff?

Some complain that the field of our missions is too narrow to afford themes of
interest. No ¢ distance lends enchantment to the view,” We know what the work
of Canadian pastors and churches is; and even the Indian is too familiar to us to
be romantic. Isit, then, the novelty and strangeness of the work that can alone
give it favour in our eyes? Have we no love for souls that dwell in white bodies,
and that speak our mother tongue? Is it no worthy object of a Christian’s ambi-

_tion, to lay the foundation of this young empire in the fair colours of the beauty
of holiness? Converting the world is a slow, laborious process anywhere, re-
quiring all the patience and faith of the saints. If some of our romantic friends
saw the daily routine of missionary life abroad, they would be astonished to find
how matter-of-fact it is: how rarely the striking transformations they dream of
take place ! The glory of this work is in the hearts engaged in it; and these can
be as devoted here as among the heathen. We verily believe that the brethren
labouring for our Society in Canada, accomplish fen times as much good in a year
here, as they would if transplanted to foreign lands. Here they cultivate cleared
farms: there they would have to clear the bush. .

We must allude to the money question, ere we close. Last year the total amount
raiseq for our Society, amongst ourselves, was but £772 4s. This was a gratifying
increase (nearly 50 per cent.) on the preceding year, when we only collected
£532 12s. 2d. DBut what is seven hundred and seventy-two pounds ? It is about
ten pounds for each church; less than a dollar for each member, and thirty cents
for cach hearer! Is this all that we canzdo? There are some who have indeed
4+done what they could;” the few well-kn@wn liberal givers, to whom every sub-
scription-list is carried, and who rarely send a good cause empty away. These are
¢ burdened beyond their power.” The Home Mission is to them one of hundreds
that come to them every year—we are speaking at this moment of penple in the
cities—and yet they give the largest sums on our list. But there are other con-
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stant hearers, and church-members too, who dole out their annual dollar for this
cause, when they could as easily give twenty, if they loved it. May God open
their hearts! Let us have a thousand pounds at least, this year.

We would direct special attention to Mr. Byrne’s request in our last,—.¢ that
there be no gatherings when I come.” The best missionary contributions that we
havo known, have been obtained by the pastors and collectors in the several con-
gregations, leaving only the fragments to be gathered up at the public meeting,
Indeed, some of our most liberal churches hold no meeting at all. In the cities
and towns, where public meeotings are so frequent, and strange speakers are often
heard, it is not easy to make them attractive, and the couse can be presented by
the pastor during an ordinary service. But in other places, where the churches
rarely hear the voices of any but their own pastors—and especially of those won-
derful men who preach in city pulpits—there meetings are events full of interest
and profit to all concerned.

May the missionary tours of 1856~7, surpass those of every former seasom, in
their spiritual charactor and financial results! May each deputation come and be
received in the fulness of the blessing of the Gospel of Christ; and may this band
of churches ¢‘have rest” and ¢¢be edified, and walking in the fear of the Lord
and the comfort of the Hcly Ghost, be x-uitiplied I"’—Canadian Independent.

LORD JEFFREY’S RELIGION.

There is nothing in the Life that would indicate that Jeffrey had any other hopes
than those which bounded s pure and lofty human ambition. His life may have
been that of o heathen philosopher, who looked with firm satisfaction to the mid-
night crossing of the Styx ; or who ended existence in the still sadder gloom which
oppressed the heart of Cicero with the hopes of an immortality that he could im-
agine, but which his reason disclaimed. And this, too, while his biographer knew
how deep and sincere, as life drew to its close, were the religious convictions of
Jeffrey—convictions deepened and impressed upon his mind by many anxious con-
versations with Chalmers. 1Itis all the more necessary that Jeffrey’s character upon
this point should be set right with the world, because he himself delivered up for
publication several letters written to him by Sydney Swith, in which even he, who
proved in his Essey upon Missions that the extension of Christianity in India wounld
give the death-blow to the British dominion there, charged Jeffrey with infidelity,
and threatened to secede from the Review unless o tone more consistent with the
Christian sentiment of the community were adopted. In 1808, Smith warned him
against the infidelity that he then had allowed to creep into the Review (Smith’s Zife,
vol. ii. pp. 41, 42) ; and ten years afterwards he still complains in language like
this—*¢ I must beg the favour of you to be more explicit on one point. Do you
mean to take care that the Review shall not profess or encourage infidel principles ?
Unless this be the case, I must absolutely give up all thoughts of connecting myself
with it.” Sydney’s motives for this rebuke are not of the.loftiest. ¢ Besides the
general regret I feel from errors of this nature, Icannothelp feeling that they press
harder upon me than upon anybody belonging to.the Review, which makes it peril-
ous to a clergyman to be concerned in it.” (Smith, vol. ii. p. 145.) When Jeffrey
gave for publication letters which called promrinent attention to & subject so im-
portant to his character, he surély trusted that an explanation would be given that
would remove the painful impression they were celculated to leave. In Cockburn’s
hands the materials of explanation were placed, which he had no right to keep back.
His duty as a biographer required above all things a frank explanation upon this.
1t would not have sunk Jeffrey in the. estimation of mankind, that he was found to
have abjured the hasty opinions of his youth ; and that he gave nights of study to
2 religion which, if he was late in believing, he earnestly believed at last.—Norik
British Review.

THE:MAGAZINE.
The Editor regrets that a few day3®firecent illness has prevented him from be-~
stowing on this Number the pains which would have been desirable. Minor omis-
sions anc, mistakes he hopes will be excused. Ifthere be any serious mis-statement,

it will be gladly corrected. .
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OBITUARY NOTICE.
DEATL OF ONE OF THE OLDEST MEMBERS OF THE U. P. CIURCIH IN CANADA.

At Brucefield, Stanley, C. W., on the 28rd Nov., died Mr, James McDonald, aged
102. His wife, 100 years old, still survives him. They have lived together 81
years—more than the promised period allotted to man upon the earth. Mr.
McDonald was born in Urquhart, Invernessshire, Scotland. At an early age, he
entered the army—was engaged in the American war—taken prisoner at Boston,
and sent to Halifax ; when being releasod, he remained, for eight years, in the army.
From Halifax he went to Picton, in the charge of a party to colonize. Soon a con-
gregation being formed at Picton, under the ministry of the Rev Me, afterwards,
Dr. McGregor, of the Secession Church, he was appuinted at the age of twenty-five
an Elder, and continued so, till the day of his death. He was well known, and
highly useful in Nova Scotia. e was in the habit of conducting prayer meetings,
on the Sabbath, before a minister was settled in that part of the country ; and often,
also, in the abserce of the minister. In these exercises, and in all things, indeed,
pertaining to the church, he took a deep interest; and ir attending to them, often
underwent, and that too, cheerfully, great bodily fatigue. By all the people
around he was looked up to, as a leader, and was deservedly held in high esteem.
In many respects Mr. McDonald was a very remarkable man, and one whose example
the present generation would do well to follow. Ho was a great reader, having in
his house, when it was consumed by fire, a very considerable Iibrary. The books
which he preferred, and indeed the only books which he would read, were books of
solid, sound divinity; and this being the case, he was an intelligent and, withal, a
devout man. One very striking peculiarity in the deseased was, that he secmed
more anxious, in regard to the future, than the present world; more anxious tolay
up treasure in heaven than upon earth. Ie began early, and maintained to the
last, the worship of God in his family; bis conduct was uniformity, and highly
consistent with the profession of religion which ho made. He delighted in, and
sought after, the society of ministers. The late Dr. McGregor, of Picton, one of
whose eclders he long was, was a great favorite with him,—nor would he let it almost

be said that there was any minister so great as he was. His death was as became
such a life, calm and tranquil; and as Providence so ordained it, it took place on
Sabbath evening. He passed away without a struggle—he was in his usual health
up till the night preceding his death, on which night he went through his regular
religious exercises, singing, reading the Scriptures, and prayer; after his last
illness, which did not last twenty-four hours, he never spoke. During the last
fortnight of his life he frequent got out of bed during the night, and wished, as he
called it, to go home. The good man has now gone home. He has gone home to
that Saviour in whom he had so long believed, and whom he had so long and sc
ardently loved. Freed from the clogs and infirmities of age, he is now, there is
every reason to believe, blooming ih immortal youth before the throne of God,
serving him day and night in his temples, ¢¢Blessed are the dead who die in the
Lord, from henceforth, yea, saith the spirit, that they rest from their labours and
their works do follow them.:"
Brucefield, 25th Nov., 1856, M. W. L.

REV. DAVID.SY$UNG, D.D.
This distinguished person died at Perth, Scotland, on the 9th December last, in
the 73rd year of his age, and 26th of his ministry. We hope to be able, in a
subsequent number, to give some additional particulars of one so eminent.



