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Y1y I PORGRT THAE, O JBRUSALEM ! LET MY RIGHT HAXD FORGRT ITB CUNNING,"=Ps, 137: §.

MINISTERS' WIDOWS' AND ORPHANS' FUND.

In the September number of the Record, an interesting report is published
under the above heading ; but, instead of being able to state that a balance of
two hundred dollars was on hand, the sun should be twice as many thonsand
dollars. The fault, of course, is the fault of the Church at large.  We quustion
if many of the readers of the Record, or of the Church in general. have cver

iven themselves for a moment to the scrious consideration of the fact that we,
ge Church of Scotland in the Maritime Provinces, are the only Church in the
British Empire by which no provision i3 made for the widows and orphans of
her deceased ministers. In the Mother Church the matter is taken up. and
when, in the providence of God, a minister is taken away from earth, hi« dying
momerts are not embittered with the thought that those whom he loved dcarer
than life itself are to be thrown upon the charities of the world. He¢ knows
that amg}e provision is made by the Church, so that thcy can be maintained
respectably, the widow during her widowed lifetime, and th. orphans till the
are able to maintain themselves. The Great Head of the Charch has dealt
kindly with us in the past, but at the present moment we can look round upon
many a faithful labourer in the vine)ard, whose family, were he vemoved, wauld
be left in utter destitution. For, frere are the facts of the case. We will say
that the income of a clergyman is a thousand dollars a year, or, let s pnt that
sum in more British terms, two handred and fifty pcunds.  Out of that meagre
sum,—and there are more stipends below than there zre sbave that ficure—
we shall say that a family has to be fed and clad respectatly, charity lists
headed, Churches encouraged in weak congregations, and a thousand calls from
the poor and the a%ed in a small way, of which all others except the winister
arc supremely and blissfully unconscious. Let us ask our business men, with
their thousands and tens of thousands of pounds in Bank stock, and our farmers,
with their flourishing farme and well crammned barns, if there is the slightest
possibility of saving a farthing. No; if they make “the two ends meet.” they
do marvels. They don’t complain. Our ministers are the most uncomplaining
men of the community; but even if they don’t, we do not deem it right that
the Church, for whose benefit these men spend their lives, should make no pro
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vision for the hour of misfortune and death. The needs of the case might be
met in cither of two ways:—1. The incowe of the ¢l rgyman might be made
equal to the income of other prefessional men of equal diligence, intelligence,
and application, or his income might be made equal to the average income of
the merchants or tradesmen or farmers to whom he ministers. 2. Or some
such Fund as that before us, to be worked up perhaps partly by the ministers
themsclves, according to their ability, but certainly chiefly by the Church at
large. We need not say that the scheme under consideration is the much more
likely one to succced, as many, nay, all, seem to look upon the minister who
has a large salary asa very questionable and very dangerous member of the
cummuuity. So much so, that men scout the very idea as being preposterous,
to put the incowe of a minister upon a footing of equality with the income of a
merchant. Therefore our hopes in this matter is to see 4 much greater interest
taken in this very important and interesting work by our Church before the
commencement of next Synodic year. Surely no one will question the pro-
priety of such a measure. In the mother Church it is wrought with such suc-
cess that it is a common proverb that a minister's widow of the Church of
Scotland or his orphan during minority has never been in want! The dissent-
ing Churches of Scotland have followed the good example of their venerable
roother in this respect, and their endeavour is to place their ministersona
footing of financial equality with the ministers of the Established Church, and
they have done so. c‘&‘he Frec Church bave their Aged and Infirm Ministers’
Fund; the U. P’s have a similar Fund; the United Presbyterian Church of
the Lower Provinces have their’s, and, in short, every Church of which we have
any knowledge makes somne provision for those depending on its mimisters for
their daily bread. We hope that our Church will not be an exception in this
worthy and noble undertaking. She has conceded that the principle is a sound
one, as she has done something, though very little, in the right direction. A
fund there should be, and we feel assured that a fund there shall be ; but a fund
there shall not be till a vigorous effort is made by the Church to build up a
consolidated fund, the interest of which will be sufficient to meet the ordinary
necessity of widows and orphans. The present js the time to make a move in
the matter. Never was there a more fitting opportunity, and never will there
be. We fully hope, therefore, that those who feel an interest in any such
movement will not be backward in this good cause. Dr. Donald of St. john,
N.B,, is at present ready to receive domations. Qur Church people are as
generous as the peogle of ary other Church, and we therefore hope, when the
time comes round of making a report to the Synod of the state of the fuuds at
next meeting in St. John, that a large sum wi'l by that time have accumulated
in the hands of the Committee. When a commencement is made honestly and
prayerfully in the sight of God, good fruits will at some date, in God’s own way,
flow from the effort. And if men wish to be blessed by the sorrowing and
bereaved in days to come. to lend a helping hand in this wortby scheme of dis-
interested benevolence is a certain means of havirg their wishes realized. We
feel certain, therefore, that we can safely commit the success of the Fund, under
God, to the good hands of the Committee and ite Corvener, Dr. Donald.

HOME MISSIONS.

LasT year we contributed nearly twice as much for Home Missions as
we did the year before ; but any one who will take the trouble to turn to the
report in the Appendix to the August Record, and sew the particulars, must be
astonished that we did so little. ~ We find that the Colonial Committee did
twice as much for our poor charges as we ourselves did ; that it even had to pay
for sending out assistants to some of our oldest and wealthiest congregations ;
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and that some of our own Prechyteries give merely a nominal sum to this, the
woet important seheme of the church. What we need is organization of some
kind in each congregation.  Is there no hope of wetting that in one congrega-
tion as well as in another?  If not, the fanlt lies less or more with every one in
the conaregation.

Collecting books will he sent this vear to every minister within our hounds ;
or, where there is nominister, to one of the Session.  An hour's work will divide
the congregation into distriets.  Write out lists of the people to he called on.
Collentors, male or fomale. ean be had for the asking. Then. whenever the
money is received, send it. with the list of <ubscribers, to the Loeal or the
General Treasurer,

G. M. Graxt. Convener Home Mission Board.

STATISTICS.

Tur Committee appointed at the last mecting of Synod to prepare a Jist of
yuestions for Presbyterial examination beg to call the attention of Ministers,
Slders, and Trustees, to the questions sent,—a copy of which will be found in
this month’s Record. It was intended by the Synod that each Presbytery should
appoint a Committee to visit every congregation within its bounds, and get from
the Minister, Elders and Trustees, separately, full and distinet replies to the
squestions.  Thix, how~ver. in some cases, cannot be done, and the only other
way is for the Clerk of l‘n‘sb&:tery to send a list of the questions to each con-
gregation, and request the different parties to whom the questions are addressed
to fill in the answers and return them to the Convener as soon as possible. Only
from onc congregation have the replies been reccived, and they are not of the
most satisfactory nature. 1 refrain from giving names at present, and in the
meantime beg to remind members of Synod that the Committee bave taken
considerable trouble in order to prepare as full and clear a statement as possible
of the state of the Church in these Provinces, and that they have a zight to
expect full and distinct replies to the questions sent. It is the intention of the
Committee to publish in the November or December Record a table showing
the strength ot cach congregation. This has been done in Canada, both in our
own, and the other Presbyterian Church, with very beneficial results. The
want of such a statistical table has long and often been felt by every one inter-
ested in the Church in the Lower Provinces, and the Committee appointed at
the last meeting of Synod, desire, as far as possible, to supply this want. To
do this, however, requires the co-operation of the Mimsters, Elders and
Trustees, and it is koped that all willlend their assistance to its accomplishment.
In the only list rcturned there is no information given as to the number of
Communicants on the Roll, the number of Baptisms, the number in the Bible
Class ; and in the replies given there is an approach in several cases o trifiing.
which is very unbecoming the iwportance of the subject, and which the Com-
mittee earnestly hope will not be repeated.

GEo. J. Cag, Convener.
-

MEETING IV 2dCSNTREAL OF IfHE DELEGATES ON UNION.

O~ the 27th of Sept. thie delegates from the Church of Scotland Synods
in the Lower Provinces and in old Canada, met together for conference in St.
Paul’s Church, Montreal, before the general meeting with their brethren of the
other 8ynods. They went over all the ground that they considered likely to be
travelled over by all together, and came to a %eneral understanding on most
subjects. Next day they met in_the same place with the other delegates.
Twenty-two, in all, were present; Dr. Barclay, and M. Goudge, Esq.,—that is,
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one of each side,—being absent. Dr. Cook of Quebee was alppnintunl Chairman
of the Conference, and Dr. Topp of” Toronto, Secretary.  Reports have been
sent us only of the first two days’ sittings, and from these we have reason to
belicve that as much agreement of sentiment as could possibly have been
expeeted prevailed throughout.  No difference existed as to a suitable doctrinal
basis. It 1s to be simply * the Scriptures as the only supreme standard of faith
and manners, and the Confession of Faith as the subordinate standard, with the
interpretation of the seetions on the civil wmagistrate lett open.”  The name
suggested as the most suitable was * The Presbyterian Chureh of British North
Amverica”  The subject that occupied the Conterence longest was that of
Theological Edueation, or how many Halls for the education of’ young men for
the ministry should the wnited church maintain,  Some thought one gzood
central Hall sufficient. others were for keeping one in Halitax and a second in
old Canada, others for having three, and others for leaving the five that now
exist undisturbed until the Union, when the chureh should attempt to consoli-
date them as far as could be done. The meetings have been very pleasant and
brothierly, and the greatest harmony and cordiality exist between all the dele-
gates. It would be quite impossible for an outsider to tell who are Kirk, who
are Freekirkmen, and who are United Presbyterians.  In every discussion, the
old dividing lines have been «<rossed, and the debaters must be often amazed to
see both who are opposing and who are supporting them.
OXFE WHO WAS PRESENT.

A DAY'S WORK IN TRURO.

Mr. Editor,—ON Saturday. the 17th of last month, I arrived at Truro by
train from the city, having made arrangements for an cxchange with the
minister of St. Paul’s. I need not say that I went folly anticipating a quiet
day’s work, and inwardly eongratulating myself on having made the better part
of the bargain as to the exchange for the day. In this state of mind I remained
all night. but next morning causcd me to doubt the correctness of my convie~
tions.  Slowly the true state of the case crept upon me, and cve I'shall have
finished 1 hope to be able to show my readers that our “ guict conntry charges”
involve a vast amount of labour, exposure, and fatigue. Sunday morning came
in dark and lowering. But as I was a country minister for the day, I had to
bid defiance to the elements and every other opposing power. At the hour of
half-past nine, my steed and driver were ready for the road. My Sabbath-
day’s journey was certainly a longer one than would be permitted under the
Levitic code ; but, though rather long, it is 4 very pleasant drive on a fine day.
The former part of this day being very fine, and baving for once a sensible
driver, who answered politely when addressed, and who knew how to be silent
when his conversation was not desired, the drive was therefore very pleasant.
But where am I going, do you ask ? 1 reply, to North River, to give a service
in the little church at that place. The road is very good, and the surrounding
«country dehghttul, though in some insiances ihe caliivaiion gives wvidenee of
the indolent habits of our landed proprietors, and one is often forcdd to ask
himself the question : When will Nova Scotians cease to use has or shingles for
window-panes ? and when shall the possessions of our farmers cease to remind
‘one of the vineyard of the sluggard? Wich the exception of sach unpleasant
things, the journcy to North River church is pleasing in the extreme. Asyou ap-~
froach, you see a small buildiag in the distance ; as you proceed, you pass a neat

ittle church (Baptist, my driver said it was) beside a deep pool in the beautiful
Tiver. From the door of our own church, on your arrival, you get a view of
-%:xietly beautiful country scencry that is very pleasing indeed. But as we are at
ithe church dosr, let us look round. One thing I saw which pleased me was
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that the wood people are repairing and painting their little church.  Inside we
find & devout congregation and a few dogs. The people are devont and de-
votional. Thisis cvidenced when they begin to sing. It would do our city
congregations good to hear the North Riverers sing. They joined in in really
grood earnest.  There was no mock reserve. Every one liked to praise God,
and so they all sangz. Just one thing was awanting : those tunes in which there
are repeats should be avoided at any cost. 1t reminds one so foreibly of raving:
the bass starting ofll as much as to say « after we, please.” the next part comes
in after a time later. but higher, and so on till the mnsie becomes a1 mass of’
confusion, and the words worse than the speech of Babel.  In this respect
North River is no worse than many of our other country congregations.  Why
dor’t people seleet simple music 7 And [ have no hesitation in saying that simple
old tunes.such asis usedin the Chureh of Seotland generally, are the best for the
Yurp(m-s ot praise. We have her forms, hey theologry, her history, her spirit—

don’t sce why we should not stick to her music.  But to return. Our service
was to me very pleasing—the attention was very marked, and 1 came away
with the fecling that ny simple words were not thrown away.

Let us now leave our good fricnds of North River.and return, by a driveof an
hour and a halt, to Truro, and thus finish our forenoon’s work.  After a rest of an
hour, the bell of St. Paul's calls us to the Kirk-service at 3. Lately this church.
though quite new, had to undergo extensive repairs. It now looks quite beauti-
ful—TI had almost sad ritwalistie, judging from the hright cushioning of the
)ews, and from the fact that a cross figures in the internal arching of the root':

wt I suppose that the tender feelings of no heart will be violated, as neither
end of the cross is longer than the other. These repairs are but one item
of the improvements which of late have been introduced into St. Paul’s.  The
choir, from being perched up on an end gallery, are provided with seats where
they ought always to be, at the foot of the pulpit. In this position they are
nearer the congregation with whom, and not for whom, they are intended to
sing.  The thing 's plain to common sense, that this ought to be the case.  Sup-
pose two intend to sing a piece together in a drawing room, would they get as
far apart as possible “—would one go up stairs ?  Not atall.  They would get
as near each other as possible, and hence they wouldsing better. It is the same
in church.  Get your singers and congregation close together, and your singing
will be vastly improved thereby. No better illustration is needed of this than
the service of Praise in St. Paul's, Truro. It was hearty and thoroughly con-
gregational.  Long may it continue to beso!

But our * day’s work in Truro™ is not over yet. At the door of the church,
when afternoon service was over, were a man, a horse, and a waggon.  Steam-
ing hot out of_the pulpit I had again to take to the road for another journey of
two hours and a half, to conduct evening service in the School House at
Greenfield. By this time rain began to fall in torrents; but thanks to a good
mackintosh, which has stood many i similar pour, I got along without feeling
the rain.  When we arrived, people all supposed that there would be no person
at the school yoom. But when 1 got to the spot (having walked in thin beote
through three inches of mud), I found it quite dark, but recking bot with a
rousing fire in a big square stove ; thiy, together with the presence of the wet
clothing of the worshippers, made the atmosphere an;thing but plensant.  But
when I made my appearance, all seemed quite surprised, for the rain continued
to deluge the earth.  Lights were struck and candles lit, and a short service
engaged in.  This over, I began to meditate a return to Trrro the same even-
ing. Wise men warned, and polite men suggested, but I was inexorable, so the
attempt was made, and about half a mile accomplished, but the darkness was
so intense that to proceed was simply impossible. The darkness, which could
almost be felt, and the pelting rain and howling wind, were too much, and for
once in my life I had to succumb to the elements, and spend the night in my
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back woods retreat. Next morning, bright and early, we were on the mad,
and at eight o’clock we found oursclves at home. Fhus ended my ‘“day’s
work in Truro.”

I have gone over these points so as to give the readers of the Record anidea
of what the ministers of Truro al similar congregations have to undergo ever,
day of the year. Labour and exposure are the cveryday companions of suci
men. It ir therefore the duty of every churchmar to think of the same, and
rejoice that good active young men are in the ficld, and to pray tor more
labourers in the vineyard of the Son of God. It is also the duty of those
among whom these men labour to * esteem them very highly,” and to help them
on in their good work by every meansin their power.

Hoping to have the pleasure ot another exchaiye shortly, which shall be as

2]

pleasant as the one now described, I remain, &e., C.

LETTER FROM MR. ROBERTSON.
Pictov, SErTEMBER 2, 1870.
Rev. John Campbell, St. Andrew’s, Halifax:

Rev. ANO MOST DEAR SiR,—Since last issue of ouwr Rec.rd, 1 have
passed from Halifax to Windsor, crossed in a sailing packet to Parrsboro’,
accompanied by three members of St. Matthew’s, and lectured in Parrsboro’ to
a large number of personal friends, and received a collection for our Mission of
six dollars.

When fourteen years of age, 1 went to Parrsboro’ as clerk in the store of
H. R. McKenzie, and remained with him till 1859. In this way [ became
intimately acquainted with the good people of that place.  Frow. Parrsboro”
1 prcxrced{zd up the shore to Five I:lands and Eeonomy, and thence to Great
Village, Londonderry, where I lectured on Friday evening to Rev. Mr. Wylie's
congregation, and on Sabbath addressed the Sabbath School. From London-
derry d on to Truro and Halifax, thence to Picton town and Merigo-
mish. On Wednesday, 17th August, J proceeded to €harlottetown, P.E. 1.,
and Saturday, 20th, to DeSable. On Sabbath, 21st, I was presciit at Rev.
James McColl’s communion. About 1800 people assembled, the Clurch hold-
ing only about 1000. The services were nost solemn, though perhays quite
long enough, extending from 11 A. M. to 6 P. M.; but when we take into
account that inasmuch as there was no service outside, two discourses were
preached inside, after which eight tables were addressed by Rev. Mr. McColl,
minister of the congregation, and Rev. Mr. Stewart of McLennan’s Mountain,
and 415 communicants sat down, it will be casily scen the whole service
could not be made much shorter than it was. ¥sat down with twenty-four
elders at 11 A. M. and rose at 6 P. M., feeling neither weary or disappointed.
On Monday I addressed the eongregation on Forcign Missions, and received a
collection of £4 7s. 8d. P. E. I. eurrency. Throughout I had marked attention.
The contributions during the communion amounted to £27 P. E.1. curreney.
Mr. Walker, who sat down with @ ai the Lords table, is now in eternity.
“ In the midst of life we are in death.”

Mr. Editor, here are over 3090 adherents of the Church of Seotland, followers
of the late Rev. Mr. McDonald, and only one man to ge in and out ameng them.
Sir, should this be so? They are hard-werking and honest folk 7 they live in
the garden of British North Amerita, and are quite able to support four minis-
ters comfortably. Are they to be left thus ?

Proceeding from DeSezble 1 went throzgh Charlottetown to Belfast, where 1
addressed Rev. Alex. Mcl.ean’s people, and reeeived a collection for our Mis-
sion. On Wednesday Mr. McLean drove me to Orwell Head (another branch

«of his congregation), where I addressed a large mweting and received aleo &
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colleetion in aid of our Misvion.  Leaving Orwell T went to New Perth, thence
to Georgetown, where 1 rave a mission address on Sabbath at 11 A. M., and at
Cardigan at 3 1. m. On Monday I lectured at New Perth, and received a col-
Tection of twenty-one shillings P E. L cureney. Qo Tuesday evening [ con-
ducted the prayer-mecting at Georgetown. and on Wednesday went by conch
through a magznificent country to Chadottetown.  Remained ar M. Dunean’s,
at the Manse, 1511 Thursday morning, when 1 erossed over to Picton. On Tues-
day next Tam toleeture in New Glasgow 5 on Thursday Tam to meet with a
committee of the Forcign Misdon Board: and on Friday Thope (D. V) to go
to the Convention in Charlottetown,  ‘This smmmer T have asked for a free
pass in the * St Lawreence ™ and + Princess of Wales,” and it has been kindly
aranted.  Through the kindness of the friends of the Mission in New Bruns-
wick, P.E. Kland, and Nova Seotian Ehase been <o kindly treated sinee wmy
engagement waith the Mission on July 1st, 1869, that 1 bave no bill of expenses
to pass in to wur Board: and if spared to zo out to the New Hebrides (where T
long to be), next swmwmer, 1 firmly believe there will not be one shilling ot tra-
velling expenves.

Oh that onr dear young men coulild only ace the awful state of the heathen,
and, in the name and strength of Christ, say, = Hear am 1, send me” Our
Chureh is ready and willing to obey one of our Saviour's dying commands, viz.:
“Go ye into all the world. and preach the gospel to every ereatare.”  But, oh!

roung men, on - veu rests the responsibility to represent the Church in distant
;and‘ Fear ve the savages of the South Sca Islands or the septics of India?
Surely not! The same Gad who eares for you among friends will care for you
even among <avages.  Ina few years we must all meet beyond the river, and
oh! will not heaven svem all the more heaven to us i we in any way have been
made the instrument, in God’s band, of bringing some poor sinner to Christ ?

After the Convention I hope to address meetings in Merigomish, Economy,
Londonderry, St John, and Cape Breton, and thereafter retarn (D. V) to
Halifax to resume my studies in medicine, and perhaps in theology.

When I landed in the New Hebrides in 1864, there were only two mission-
artes in the ficld: now there are cleven, and five young men in Neva Scotia
have formally offered this summer and have been accepted. ¢ Aud still there
is room.” Ever thine,

HuGit A. RorerTsox.

PRESBYTERY OF PICTOU.

Tue quarterly weeting of the Pictou Presbytery was held in Se¢. Andrew’s
Church, Pictou. on Wednesday the 7th Sept., at which the following members
were present, viz.: Revds. Messrs. A. W, Herdman, A. Pollok, W. Stewart,
J. Anderson, W. M. Philip, and R. McCunn. 22 W, Gordon, Esq., J. A.
McLean, D. MeGregor, Chas. Gaiten, and Adam McKenzie, Esq., clders.

Tie minntes of lnst guarterly meeting, and pro re nata meetings of 2nd and
4th July, and 9th August, were read and sustained.

The following were commissioned by their several Kirk Sessions to repre-
sent them in Presbyterics and in Synod for the current Synodical year, viz.:
Williamn Gorden, Esq., to represent St. Andrew’s, Pictou; John A. McLean,
Baltsprings: Chas. Oulten, Pugwash ; D. McGregor, River John ; and Adam
McKenzie, Barney's River and Lochaber.

‘The Rev. Mr. Pollok was unanimously elected Mcderator for the eurrent

rear.
! There was read a conmunication from the Tatamagouche Presbytery of the
gister Church, proposing co-operation with our Presbytery in that part of the
Master’s vineyard, which proposal this Preshytery unanimously agreed to accept,
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and appointed the Rev. Mesers. Anderson and MeCunn a committee to meet
and coufer with their Presbytery on that subject.

Also, a communication frem the Convener of the Home Mission Board anent
Broad Cove, which wa« considered, and Mr. Gunn certificd to the Home Mis-
sion Board for his usual supplement.

Also, a report of his missionary labours from the Rev J. W. Fraser, C. B,
which was approved and ado#:twl, and the Clerk instructed to certify him to
the Home Mission Board for his usual half'ycarly supplement.

Uwing to the increasing vacancies within the bounds of this Presbytery, and
the consequent increased demand on the time and labours of’ settled ministers
in sclf-sustaining congregations, it was resolved to transter the Iabours of the
Rev. J. W. Fraser to Pictou County for six weeks from the 1st of October.

There was also read a letter from the Rev. Mr. McDongall, Perthehire.
Scotland, notifying the Presbytery of his appointment by the Colonial Commit-
tee to this field. The Preshytery received the intelligence with deep thanktul-
ness and much pleasure, as Mr. McDougall's labours and suceess in Ontario are
known to several members of this Court.

With the exception of one or two instances, appointments to vacant congre-
gations were fulfilled, and those prevented hy circumstances from f'nlﬁﬁing
during the last quarter, have been instructed to fulfil them during the current
quarter.

It was agreed to grant the Rev. Mr. McCunn an onler on the Treasdrer of
the Presbytery’s Home Mission Funds, for the balance of his expenses as the
Presbytery's delegate to Scotland.

It was also agreed to certify Messrs. McCunn and Anderson to the Home
Mission Board for their half-yearly supplement.

The Rev. Mr. Anderson was instructed to give occasional serviees at some
convenient or central part of the sections nearest him, of the Intercolonial Rail-
way, now in course of construction, and at which many of our Presbyterians
are at present at work.

It was resolved to dispense the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at West
Branch, River John, on Sabbath, 2nd October, and at Barney’s River, on Sab-
bath, 16th October; and during Rev. Mr. Pollok’s absence, as one of the Synod’s
Committee on Union, the following supply was voted :—Sept. 25th, Rev. Mr.
McCunn; Oct. 20d, Rev. Mr. Philip.  In the event of his arrival before that
time, the Rev. Mr. McDougall is appointed to preach at Barney’s River, on
Sabbath, 2nd day of October.

The Rev. Mr. Philip having received intimation of his appointment to the
parish of Skene, in Aberdeenshire, demitted his charge of St. John’s congrega-
tion, Albion Mines. His prospects and intentions being well known to his
congregation, Messis. Iector McKenzic and John Sotherland were present in
their interests, and stated that, while the intended removal of Mr. Philip caused
a universal feeling of deep regret among them, in the circumstances they would
make no objection nor throw any barrier in his way. Whereupon it was agreed
to receive his demission, and instruct the clerk to furnish him with a Presby-
terial certificate ; at the same time recording their sense of the valuable ser-
vices rendered by him to the Church in Nova Scotia, their deep regret at
Earting with their highly esteemed brother, and the hope aud vonfidence that

e may be long spared to do the Master’s work in the importamt part of the
vineyard to which he is now called.

The Presbytery adjourned to meet in St. Andrew’s Church, Pictou, on
Wednesday the 5th day of October, at 11 a.m.

W. McMiLLAN, Presbytery Clerk.



THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 261

PRESBYTERY OF HALIFAX.
St. Matthew's Church, Sept. 14th, 1870,

At which time and place the Preshytery of Halitax met, and was con-
stituted.  Sederunt :—Rev. Gea. M. Grant, Moderator; Messee. John McMillan,
Jlollm Cawmpbell, and Wm. Thomas Wilkine. ministers: and John Taylor, Kaq.,
elder.

The minutes of lust regular meeting and several subsequent ones were read
and sustained.

The Moderator called the attention of the Preshytery to the duty of Presby-
terial visitation ax enjoined upon it by the Synod in terms of Rev. John
McMillan's overture,  He also submitteid ropies of the lista of questions pre-

ared by the Coumittee of Synod. and sent to him by the Convener. Rev.
3eo. J. Caie of New St. Stephen's, St. John.  {t was resolved to hold the visita-
tion of St. Paul's Church, Truro, fisst in order.—such visitation to be helt on
the second "Fuesday in November—-the Mderator to preach and conduet
devotional cxercises. The members of Court were also enjoined to fill in the
required answers to the guestions furnished, and submit the same at the next
regular mevting.

It was resolved that the intimation conveyed to the Moderator in the letter
trom the Rev. Donald MeRae be accepted as a demission of his charge, and that
St. Andrew’s Church, Newtoundland, be accordingly deemed vacant. The
Court then took into consideration the application from said church for supply
of religions ordinances.  After careful deliberation. it was found to be impossible
to make any appointment in the way of supply, in the meantime.

The Moderator brought betore the Court an application from Mr. John
MecLean, to be recommended to the Young Men's %umry Fund. in view of
&}xxccuting his studies for the ministry of the church. Requested to compear

fore the Preshytery at this evening sederunt.

Messrs. Grant and Campbell were requested to report concerning Richmond
and Nurth-West Arm at the meeting to be held in Trure on the second Tucsday
©f November.  Adjourned to ineet this evening at 8 o'clock.

D. McCurby, Pby. Clerk.

8 P. M. Place and Sederunt as above.
Mr. McLean compeared ; and having subwitted to examioation, on motion
by Rev. John MeMillan, seconded by John Taylor, Esq., it was resolved to
recomnend Mr. McLean to the Young Men’s Bursary Fund.  The Clerk was
ordered to furnish Mr. Wilkins with certificate for supplenent up to 1st August,
and from the Presbytery Home Mission Board up to Dee. 1st.
It was then resolved to meet in Trure on the second Wednesday of Nov., at
6-30 P.M,, in St. Paul's Church,  Adjourned with the Benediction.
Daxier McCoroy, Pby. Cleik.

THE INDIANAPOLIS CONVENTION OF Y. M. C. ASS0OCIA.
TIONS, AND THE JOURNEY OF THE N. 8. DELEGATES.

( Cuntinued.)

Those of the readers of the Record whose interest has been awakened
regarding Bethany Mission by the sketch of its history given last month, will
wish to hear of its present state and work.

The little Sabbath School which was opened twelve years ago with two
teachers and twenty-sefen scholars, hus now, according to the pablished statis-
tics for 1870, ninety-nine teachers, seveateen officers (including Soperinten-
|-leut, Secretaries, Librarian, and thbeir assistants), and one thousand six hundred
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and fifty scholars on the roll, and admits every Sabbath,on an average. five new
scbolars.  On the Sabbath on which we visited the School (June 19th), there
were about 1300 scholars present.  Besides these, the average attendance in
the visitors’ gallery is one ‘mndred and fifty ; and what are these but so many
scholars in partial attendance ¥ The scholars are thus divided :—in the main
hall there are eight hundred ail thirty-three; in the Infant School, one hundred
and eighty : in the Primary School, two hundred and seventy-five; and in the
adult classes, three hundred and twelve.  Eighty-five of the seholars are church
members.

Let us glance at the school while at work. Perhaps Superintendents and
teachers of other schools may learn some usetul lessons.

About half-past nine on the Sabbath morning, sume three hundred, mostly
of the younger scholars, get a blackboard lesson; that is, a Scripture lesson,
for instance, a Bible story, in which use is made of the blackboard to keep their
attention, help them to realize the circumstances, and fix some of the facts and
lessons in their mewory. But the regular session of the school is in the after-
noon. The scholars gather at two o’clock to practise the hymns.

I dislike the idea of practising hymns. In the first place, there is, almost
certainly, a great deal of use of sacred words, such as names of the Deity, a.
- .ere syllables of no meaning; and what is this but taking the name of God in
vain? In the second place, just as sounds often heard without being heeded
cease to be noticed, or just as the reproofs of conscience, if often neglected,
cease to be felt, so words often heard or repeated without their meaning being
attended to, are apt to lose *heir power and become practically meaningless.
Thus it is that persons who have long sat under the preaching of the gospel
without taking 1t to heart, are apt to become what is cal‘)ed * goepel-hardened ;”
they hear the warnings of God without trembling, and the ylad news of His
love, and of a free salvation, without a throb of joy or gratitude, and without
accepting that salvation for themselves. And so, too, the words of hymns,
when often sung as mere syliables to help in learning the tunes, lose their power
and convey little or no meaning to the minds of the singers.  The remedy is
to have on week-<days whatever wnere practice of the tune is found necessary,
and to use in it the meaningless syllables, or other than sacred words.

Let there, then, be plenty of hymn-singing, perbaps the more the better.
But let the idea be always kept prominent that it is not mere practice, but that
it is actually worship ; and that, while all are to sing as beautifully and harmo-
niously as poesible, the words are to be kept principally in mind, and the hearts
to be engaged in the meaning. The proficiency attained in the external beauty
of the worship will thus be probably as great, if’ not greater, for there will be
more feeling and expression in the singing, while the sin of breaking the
third commandment will be avoided, and the‘i\'\mns will continue to carry their
meaning to the hearts of the singers.

But to return to the school. At twenty-five minutes past two the large
bell strikes, and the doors are closed.  All who have come in :]p to this time
have received punctual attendance tickets as they entered.  Now the classes
settle in their places, and the Secrctaries mark the attendanee. At half
two, the bell strikes again for silence. Then a low tap of a sinall bell, and a
minute of silent prayer; another tap, and all rise and repeat the “ Apostles’
creed.”” Then singing, after which the Seripture is read in turn from the desk
and by the school, aid a verse is sang invoking Gud’s presence and blessing.
Then prayer, joived in audibly by all, and singing; and then the bell strikes,
the doors are opened, the glass doors or windows which shut off the class-rooms
are closed, and all settle to the lesson.

The officers move about supplying the wants of teachers and classes, there
is & constant buzz or hum, indispensable from the teaching of so many classes,—
.teachers speaking and asking questions, scholars avswering, &c. ; but otherwise
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all is comparatively qniet. The seats are so made as to have every class
gathered around its teacher, instead of being stretched out in long lines ; and
passages are left between them so that the officers can, withent disturbing
others, reach any class. In one of the classrooms is a class composed of
foreigners who cannot speak English. A lady teaches them in French. 1In
another is a class composed of mothers. In others are classes of grown airls or
young women. In another a class of seventy-five young men, taught by a lady.
n others, clasees of “aen, young, middle-aged, and gray-haired. In another, the
Pastor’s Bible C! s, full to overflowing. The Infant and Primary Classes are
of course taught in the sensible way now, I trust, hecoming pretty common.
For the benefit of such as are not yet acquainted with it, I shaﬁ explain it.

The difficulty is very often felt how to teach in a Sabbath School very young

children, or those who cannot read; and often the unchristian barbarity is

ractised, for want of knowing what better to do, of makixg them eay their
etters, or a, b, ab, e, b, eb, and =0 on. A pretty way of making the Sabbath a
delight! The early stages of education are not so very pleasant or interesting ;
and the poor little minds are tired enough of them in school throngh the weei.
Let us keep this secular drudgery for week-days, and either teach them at home
or put them in school, but %:t the blessed Lord’s Day be given entirely to
hz:g{)ier and holier things. What shall we do, then, when they cannot read the
Bible lesson ? Why tell it to them, of course. Tell them the story or lesson
the older ones are reading ; explain it to them, fllnstrate it by ancedotes from
our own experience, or which we have read or heard; teach them to repeat a
precious text, éxplain it to them, and try and lead them thus to realize their
sinfulness and heed of a Saviour, and to believe in Christ as their Lord and
Saviour and Pattern and Teacher and Friend. Al this can be done even ina
school along with other classes, without producing any disturbance. But, if
possible, we should have them in a room by themselves. Then we have full
opportanity to sing hymns to them, and teach them to sing them with ua; and
this will prove one of the most delightful and profitable ways of doing them
good. ‘Bhen we have them thus by themselves, we should get choice texts in
as large print as is convenient, and, pointing to word by word, teach the chil-
dren to repea. them after ns simultaneonsly. This interests children, and they
readily learn the texts.

But, to return to Bethany. At half-past three the bell strikes—a signal for
the leszons to close ; four minutes afterwards, it strikes again for the classroom
windows to be thrown open, so that all shall again be anited for the closing
exercises. First there is singing, then the Superintendent makes remarks on
the lesson, &c., in a lively, cheerful, but earnest and affectionate manner, freely
using his blackboard or whatever else will help him to teach profitably. Sab-
bath School Teachers will find maps of great nse for this purpose to show where
the scene of the lesson is: for instance, where Jerusalem i, where Nazareth,
the road to Jericho, or where the Jordan flows, and s0 on. It intercsts the
scholars, and helps them to remember the lesson. This is followed by singing
and intimations, and at this time, also, library books and papers are given out.
As a Sabbath School Teacher of some experience, 1 venture to express the
opinion that it is better not to give out library hooks on Sabbath, at least in
most cases, and especially in cities, towns and villagex. T shall not. however,
take time herc to give my reasons. Perhaps teachers will themselves be able to
think of several. At four o’clock the school is dismissed, by 2 Benediction and
the Lord's prayer, in which all join. Al take their seats after the prayer, and
then class by class, as directed by the officers, quietly retire from the hall,—the
bouquets of flowers being now given to the new scholars and sent by friends to
sick ones. Then follows the twenty-minute prayer meeting for ‘eachers,
officers, visitors and serious scholars, and this is (gnnd ~ weat help. It endeat
halfpast four. Then, with warm, friendly greetings, .onsultations, and fare-
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wells, the fellow-labourers separate ; not all, however, to find rest yet. Some
g0 to visit the sick, &e., and some to conduct. in smnmer, an open-air service at
a neighbouring street corner. A little barmonium is carried by two to the
place. and leads the singing, a chair or box serves as a stand for the speakers,
and sume of the teachers and scholars and friends are present, not only to bear,
but ulvo to help in the singing, and by thewr presence to encourage and
strengthen the speakers.  And tﬁen the words of life are earnestly addressed
to many who would not go to a church to hear them.  Similar services are held
in other parts of the city by members of the Young Men’s Christian Association.

The regular church services are held in the forenoon and evening. The
church is an outgrowth of the school ; its reliable membership is two hundred,
comp=ed mainly of those who bave been scholars, and their parents and friends
that liave been drawn to the church by the school.

I have dwelt Jong on this mission, but I can hardly leave it without a few
words as to the work during the weck. We may learn from it. ¢ First io im-

rtance stands visiting of absentees. Thorough and pemistent visiting has

en one grand means of making Bethany what it is.  Carefully and con-
scientiourly done, this takes much time, thought and prayer.” Oun Monday
evening is the teachers’ meeting for study of the lesson, and planning work. On
Tuesday and Thursday evenings “ night-schools™ are held ; in which a teacher
will sometimes print on his blackboard, above the figures, such words as “ Gop
18 Love;” and so seek to make even the driest studies a channel for the
reception of spiritual influences. On Tuesday evening is also the meeting of
the  Bethany Division of the Sons of Temperance ;” on Wednesday evening
18 the chureh prayer-meeting ; on Friday evening. the * Mothers’ meeting ;” on
Saturday afternoon, the * Sewing School;” and on Saturday evening the choir

ractice.

P Such is this great work. Shall we not rejoice in it? Shall we not thank
God for it, and for our young fricnd Wannamnaker, whom God has so greatly
used in promoting it? And shall we noi pray that he may still be blessed,
that he may be ﬁxfrled with the Holy Ghost, and with faith and huwility, that he
fall not, but still glorify God and do good?

We left Philadelphia about noon on Monday. And now we had a delightful
time. We were no longer travelling, comparatively alone, among strangers. A
pumber of delegates left Philadelphia with us; at Harrisburg we got a large
accession from F}'ew York, Boston, and the East; and perhaps every station
added to our number. It is true we were strangers, inasmuch as many of us
had never met before, but we felt towards each other, not as strangers, but as
dear brethren.  “ Behold how these Christians love one another,” was long ago
said by an astonished heathen, as he remarked the love which the primitive
Cliristians manifested towards one another. Since then there has too often been
room for repeating the saying ironically. Yet it is true that genuine Chris-
tians do love one another; although, sad to say, their love is sometimes hid by
an incubus of wretched party s‘pirit, or by the coldness which, unhappily, some-
tim2s results from difference of opinion. But in the train that day, Christian
love was manifest and delightful. It mattered nothing to what denomination a
man belonged ; you believed him to be an carnest, working, sincere Christian,
and that was enough. You loved him, and he loved you; and so in pleasant
conversation, earnest consultation, merry laughter, and joyous hymn-singing.
the day passed on. We were rushing at about forty miles an hour, as we under-
stood, through a beautiful country. Gradually the scenery became more
romantic. and even grand, as we approached the Allcghany mountains. In
many parts it reminded me of the scenery about Margare, Cape Breton. Buat
darkness closed in upon us, and deprived us of this source of enjoyment. And
mow we are ascending the Alleghanies. What a pity it is that we are not to
pass over them in daylight! How much we shall lose! How often did suclk
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shadowy thoughts cross our sunshine during the day But now—was that
ligbtning? es, and flash followed flash, eaLﬁ ane partially revealing to us oue
of the grand views we should otherwise not have seen at all. This was some-
thing new and unexpected. The Alleghanies scen in a lightning-storm! And
if it was not so grand and sublime as if we had been out, alone, on the moun-
tains, it was certainly move [f)lea.sant to be sheltered from the pouring rain, and
in such good company. *‘How thankful we should be?! said, in effect, one of
us to another. ¢ All day long our kind Father has filled us with delights, as we
gazed at His beautiful handiworks, and communed with His noble children;
and new, when we have been regretting all day that it would be night when we
should be crossing the Alleghanies, He vouchsafes to send us %iis glorious
Electric Light, and by it to show us view after view as we rush along.” And
now the storm is over, and we get settled for the night. Of course we were in
some danger. It could not be otherwise travelling at the rate we were, and
that over a mountain, and with some pretty short turns in the winding,
road, besides. But we felt safe in our over-ruling Father’s care, k.owing
that no evil could possibly come to us, and that even should we meet with
accident or death, it must be for our good and for His glory. Andso the
danger made our peace the sweeter.—And then, with a shock and & crash, the
train stood still. !I:eittle more than this could besaid in our ear, ana it was some
time before we understood the extent of the damage, and learned that we bad
narrowly escaped a fearful accident, but had actually experienced only a com-
paratively slight one. Had it occurred either going up or down the mountain,
especially at any of the most dangerous places, the consequences might have
been dreadful. But in God's good providence we were on the top of the moun-
tain, and not ome person was sericusly injured, though there were several
particularly narrow escapes. One of the cars, however, had its floor smashed
up, and I believe every onc of them was 8o injured as to be unfit or unsafe to
continue the journey. And in the four hours during which we had to wait there
till another train could be brought, we had ample time for a very impressive and
solemn, yet dehightful, prayer-meeting. Earnest thanksgiving and prayers were
offered up, earnest ads made, and hymns sung; and we were pleased with
the thought that perhaps God bad ordered this aceident for the good of some of
the unsaved passengers who thus got such a loud knock at the door of their
consciences. We felt sure that it was ordered and would work for good to those
who loved Him, and in this assurance we rejoiced.

About one o'clock in the morning we started again, and rushed down the
mountain at a speed that at any time, but particularly just after a railway
accident, was enough to make one feel nervous. About five o'clock we arrived
at Pittsburg, which is situated amidst some fine scenery, but is enveloped in a
thick cloud of the blackest smoke, proceeding from its many manufactories.
Here we were delayed for several hours, as by our detention on the mountain we
had failed to connect with the train, by which we were to have been taken to
our destination. Consequently, it was about four o'clock on Wednesday morn-
ing, when we arrived in Indianapolis. At the depot the delegates gathered
together, and had a few minutes’ singing and prayer, and then walked to the
chief hotel, glad to get a short nap, even in such cots as the overcrowded hotel
could alone afford to most of us. After an hour or two we rose, breakfasted.
and returned to the depdt, where thase of us who were not to stop in the hotel
received notes of introduction to one or other of the ladies who had offered
their hospitality to the delegates of the Convention. Mr. Forrest and I chose
to be together. We were most agreeably billeted, and, I am sure, will not
readily forget our entertainers.

The Couvention met at ten o'clock ; but as I have extended these notes so
far beyond my intention, I must leave all account of it for next meonth’s Record.
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HALIFAX YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION.

Ti18 Association has now reached the sixteenth year of its existence, and”
according to its last report, is evidently deing a good work. When first organ-
ized, doubtless its friends felt mnch solicitude in entering upon a sphere hereto-
fore untried in the metropolis.  Success, however, has always attended its varied
o‘p‘,rations. and very marked progress has been made during the past year. I
the month of January, 1854, the, first course of public lectures in connection
with this Association was inaugurated by the Rev. Dr. Richey, who gave an
able exposition of the ohjects and views of the Association. He was followed
by six other clergymen of various denominations, among whom were Dr. Lyall
of Dalhousie C(';ﬁege. and the Rev. George W. Sprott. In the first annual
report. their returns showed the names of 101 subscribers who were entitled to
the nse of the Library and Reading Room on payment of $2 per annum, and
31 members paying $4 per year, and 51 donors paying varied sums.  Steadily,
however, the m<mbership has increased, until it now nnmbers over 500. The
Library, which at first only consisted of 730 volumes, comprisine books of a
religions, historical, and scientific eharacter, has, by purchases and donations,
mcrewsed more than three-fold, now numbering 2186.  Much spiritual machinery
is now in operation in connection with this Association. A Bible class is held
every Saturday evening. and also prayer-meetings, so that the devotional eie-
ment is cubtivated, and practieal lessons enforced. Good =eed has also heen
sown by tract distribution ; no less than 16,000 of these little messengers have
been scattered among railors and others.  The readers of the Record will thus
see that this valued institution, during the sixteen years of its existence, has
maage marked progress, and is evidently doing a great work. Though, when
first formed, it stood alone, now there are upwards of thirty-three throughout
the Province in active working order. Ministers of the Gospel should endeavour
to encourage the organization of a Christian Association in every village and
settlement. They are a valuable auxiliary to the Chureh, and in some instances
have drawn out young men who have become earnest, aetive, zealous labourers
in the vineyard of the Lord.  And their annual Conventions,—the last of which
has lately been held at Charlottetown,—seem to be followed by times of reviving
from tho Lord. We hope and trust that the progress of the Halfax Association
shall be as steady in the future as it has been in the past, and that local Asso-
ciations will year by year increase until they beeome a power in the land.

TRIALS OF OUR FATHERS.

Tue following extract from a letter written by a venerated minister to a
friend in Scotland will give the readers of the Record a faint idea of some of
the trials which the pioneers of our common Presbyterianism underwent :—

¢« In October, 1793, in company with an old friend, I set out, on a very hot
day, and travelled to a part where we expected to take a passage for Cornwallis,
but were disappointed.  Under a heavy rain we took into the woods on foot,
and, after walEmg five miles, we halted for the night in a mud hut, wet as we
were. Next morning we were on the way again, after the breaking of the day.
baving with us two young men who carried our saddle bags. We travelled all
day, not halting more than five minutes at a time in a path obstructed by
stumps, roots, and dubs, and came to a friendly house some time after it was
dark. Here my friend stopped on purpose to preach next day in Newport.
Having travelled that day on foot about forty miles, I got a horse from my
fricnd. and  proceeded four or five miles to another friend’s house.  The family
were now in bed, but I'soon met with a very friendly reception. Next morning
I got a hurse, and was on my way before sunrise, and, after changing horses
once and again in the course of twenty-five miles, I was at my own Church by
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twelve o'clock, and preached a sermon. It was the Sabbath befove the sacra-
ment, which made it the more necessary for me to be at home, and after all 1
fel_t none the worse for it. Many a time, summer and winter, since I came to
this country, have I walked eight or ten miles on a Sabbath morning. and gone
through all the exercises of the day. I have thought upon it that when 1 was
trudgimg through the moors on foot as a hearer of your's, I was then training up
to be a preacher of the same Word, and in somewhat similar circumstances.”

. This is a specimen of some of the trials in the way of travel which the
riongers of the Church of our Fathers underwent in planting the blue flag in our
midst. The speedy modes of transit now employed were unknown to them,
sometimes travelling where there was no road, a blaze on the trees to guide, an
Indian for a companion, frequently sleeping with him in_ the wigwam, aml giv-
ing him a part of what their wallets contained.  They toiled faithtully, and now
rest from their labours whilst others reap what they have sown.  How highly
we should venerate the memory of those men who left the endearments of home,
8l!d cas* in their lot with the solitary dwellers of the wood, in order that they
might tell them the sweet story of Jesus.

OBITUARIES.
THE LATE DONALD MATHESON, EARLTOWN.

In the Pictou Standard of the 13th Sept., we find the following obituary
notice :—* Died, at Earltown, on the %th inst, Donald Matheson, aged 73
vears.” Yes, a * father in Israel bas fallen!”  Another of the « excellent of the
earth” has passed away ! Another Zionward traveller has laid down his pilarim
staff, and entered on his rest.  Unostentatious, but sincere and consistent, he
acted the Christian’s part on life’s stage, and his ¢ latter end was peace.”

He was one of several who emigrated to this Province when this, his native
country, was all but an unbroken forest. In common with many, or most of
his contemporaries, he had to contend with the many disadvantages incident to
the emigrant’s life in a new country, where the labour by which a livelihood is
to be made, is of akind to which they have been comparative or utter strangers.
‘With patience, hope, and cheerful resignation, he toiled on, until most of the
difficulties and disadvantages vanished, and comfort and plenty rewarded his
untiring industry. But while he was “not slothful in business,” he was also
“fervent in spinit,” cheerfully serving Him by whose goodness and grace he
prospered  Among the disadvantages and drawbacks of his carly life in Earl-
town, and which pressed heavily on his spirit, were the “silent Sabhaths and
the closed Sanctuary ;” but being an excellent reader of the Geelic "anguage,
the hononr of reading the Seriptures, along with portions of favourite authors,
was assigned to him at their Sabbath assemblies. which were regularly kept and
largely attended, and his sweet solemn “ readings” will not he soon forgotten,
though on earth his voice shall no more be heard. Nor did his services in this
capacity cease when a pastor’s care and services were secured, for he made it
his duty to be carly at the house of God on the « sweet day of sacred rest,”—
not, however, to waste its precious hours. as, alas! many do, when there be-
times, by frivolous worldly conversation in talking over the business or pleasures
of the past week, or forming plans for the coming week,—but by entering
God’s house, with as many of those who already arrived, and delighting in
“ God’s house and word,” and reading suitable portions of the Scriptures aloud,
until the minister’s arrival. Reader, pause and pender how much Sabbath
desecration there is in professing Christian congregations, under the shadew of
the walls of God's own house, in idle, silly, thoughtless, worldly conversadon,
among the old as well as the young. Do you offer this “ sacrifice of fools?”
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At the prayer meetings he was a regular attendant; and his surviving
fellow-worsﬂi ppers, on those occasions, cannot soon forget his unassuming
modesty, his Lumble earnestness, his deep solemnity, his great sclf-abasement,
his well-chosen language, and thorough acquaintance with Seript. . in
prayer. There was in bim, as all those who enjoyed the pleasure of an ac-
qu.:intance with him can testify, the unction of a sweet, engaging, unobtrusive
piety, savouring of an intimate fellowship with heaven. Along with this, there
was a remarkable sensibility of temperament, deep susceptibility of feeling, and
a singular tenderness and sympathy towards the aflicted and distressed. He
was a man of marked iategrity and Louesty, and whose conscientiousness was
signally exhibited in his unwavering faithiulness to Bible principles as taught
by the charch of his fathers, throughout a protracted season of trial, when
thosc who were “ brethren” were * falling out by the way.”

About eight or nine years ago he was ordained an office-bearer in the
church. At first, when it was proposed to him, he shrank from the responsibility,
but was at lasv convinced to accept, belicving that He who called kim would
“make His grace sufficient” for him.

By his removal, his widow Joses an affectionate and faithful companion, his
children a dutiful and loving father, and the church in Earltown one of her
best pillars.

Full of days, trusting in the Redeemer who liveth for evermore, he «fell
asleep in Jesus” on the 8th of September; and the sighs and tears that are
given to his memory, as well as the large concourse of mourners that followed
his remains to the “ narrow house appuinted for all living,” show how highly
esteemed and much beloved was the late Donald Matheson.

THE LATE GEORGE M‘KENZIE, WALLACE.

¢ Died, at the residence of his son-in-law, John D. Ross, Wallace, on Friday
last, Grorge McKenzie, Joiner, in the 93rd year of his age.”

This venerable man, well known in Picton, where he resided for many years,
deserves more than a passing notice.

Mr. McKenzie was born at Stornoway, Island of Lewis, Scotland, where in
the year 1809 he married a daughter of the Rev. Donald McIntosh of Gairloch,
Invernessshire, and the following year with his wife and child emigrated to
America. He had the honor of being the first Elder of St. Andrew's Kirk in
this town, and for many years assiduously plied his trade in our midst, earning
the respect and confidence of his many acquaintances.

To the Masonic Fraternity his life was one of particular interest. He claimed
in his later years to be one of the oldest, if not the oldest, mason in the world,
and, being present at the formation of the Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia in
Halifax, a ycar ago, was the recipient of =pe:ial attention, and in the procession
had a seat assigned to him in one of the carriages provided for the Grand
Masters.

His mother Lodge was Fortrose Lodge of Stornoway, in which he was ini-
tiated in 1798, and of which he was an officer the subsequent year, when the
late Lord Brougham and Vaux, at that time plain Henry Peter Brougham, then
lately admitted an advocate at the Scottish Bar, was initiated with his compa-
nions Charles Strand, Robert Campbell, and John Pourtney Stuart, who, in a
yacht known as the “ Mad Brig,” visited Stornoway that year.

The deceased was an honorary member of New Caledonia Lodge, Pictou, to
which he was attached for many years. His brethren of that and sister Lodges
accompanied his remains on Sunday last from the house of Mr. Bayliss, bis son-
in-law, to their last resting place in the old cemetery, Pictou, where he was
buried with the ceremonies peculiar to the craft.—Standard.
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

ADDRESS BY REV. DR. MACLEOD, ON THE REPORT OF TRE HOME MISSION
COMMITTEE.

Di. McLEoD, who was received with applause, said :—Maoderator, 1 really
have to cast myself on the kindness of the g{nusc in once more addressing you.
Applause.)  Dr. Phin would not pardon me if I did not speak. (Laughter.)

ou must also be pleased to recollect that we have only the opportunity of’ ad-
dressing the House once in the five years ; therefore we are Ob?igml to cram into
one year what would otherwise be distributed over five ; and perhaps, if’ we were
0 o on at this pace, all the advantages and disadvantages of the five years®
rvotation will be fairly balanced, for it would never do year after year to speak
at the pace some of us are obliged to speak in this Xssembly. I am to deal
with this subject in its most practical form, and condense into it all T know on
the subject in as brief a form as possible, that it should prove interesting, and
suggest questions to the ministers and clders of this General Assembly. ‘There
is certainly no contradiction between this report which I move to-day, and the
Foreign Mission report which I will have the honour to move to-morrow. 1
think the relative importance of the two is expressed by the fact that you first
bring in the home mission and then bring in the foreign mission.  Whatever
interest I have, and always have had, in the foreign missions of' the Church, I
must say that I consider the home mission as by far the aost important. 1t the
heart is not_right the blood will not circulate to the extremities of” the budy.
Unless you have the fountain full you will have nostreams wherewith to irrigate
the distant lands of India. (Applause.) Now, I am dea'ing with this question
solely in reference to towns.  The home mission in towns is as different trom the
country as if it were operating in two different parts of the world. The country
parish as a sphere for the home mission is as different from the town as the
country fields are from the hard town squares, or as domestic family lite is from
the great roaring public amongst whic‘t we dwell. 1 was delighted with the
remarks of Dr. %&ir\set vesterday. There was a certain country innocence about
them—( Laughter)—when he, picturing to himself his own splendid work in the
nice ideal parish of Bourtie, expressed his great desire that the manse and tho

arish minister should be in the middle of the district, in order that the parish~
1oners might know where the minister was to be found, and in order that the
people might come to him and tell hins of all they desire, and even to make
temporal requests. I wish the Doctor had been in my house any one day. He
would have d'scovered that they knew pretty well where I live—(Laughter)—
and that the requests made in one day were more numerous than in the manse
of Bourtie for wecks together. (Laughter.) The great temptation is for a
man to get away, so that he may be able to do his work, and in order that he
may be delivered from those interruptions that are ceaseless, and which compel
me to leave the house and retire to some place where I may be able to write
my letters. Then, again, you must also recollect that the introduction of the
manse—which is a delightful picture—into the scene of our labours in the worst
parts of thecity, is a very different thing from the country manse, with its

ardens and beautiful green grags and flowers ; and what the minister in 2 manse

own in the Bridgegate or Canongate would do with his family, it would be ex-
tremely difficult to say. Then you must keep in wind the difference there is in
dealing with the people of the country and the people of the towns. There
was a time when even my parish might be called a country parish. It isa very
curious coincidence that the Barony Parish has had only three ministers for 100
rears-—Dr Burns having been ordained in 1770-—and that these threc ministers
ad the happiness of dining together, so that I had the happiness of receiving
from Dr. ﬁurns some account of the parish as it was when he was ordained.
What the parish is now I can tell, with its 230,000 or 200,000 inhabitants ; bug¢
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at that time the population amounted to only 6000 or 7000 persons; and in the
beginning of the present century, when Dr. Chalmers laboured in Glasgow, 1
think the population was represented at the same number of persons as itis now
alleged are not connected with any church whatever in the whole city.  The
changes in our whole social system are enormous, and implies that you must
make our ecelesiastical system more flexible.  The wisdom of our forefathers,
which led them to adapt the Church system in its minutest details to weet the
wants of the country, 13 repeated, not by following them, so to speak. by getting
into the exact snit of clothes that were meant for the child, and saying, “ I am
after my forefathers when I endeavour to put the man into the same suit,” but
in the adaptation of our means to present circumstances as their wisdom was
seen in the adaptation of their means to their circumstances.  You must keep
this great principle before you when dealing with such questions as the  rdination
of missionarics and so on; vou must make your system az flexible as possible
within certain limits. T will not confine myself to the details that have been
given in the report, but will deal with the subjeet in a broader form.  First, let
me ask you—you men especially from the country from whom we expect assist-
ance in the towns—to realise the difference of the people wmongst whom we
have to labour.  Now, on this point I am never very sure of statisties.  They
are very flexible things statistics.  We often find them turn up just as the per-
son using them degires them to do.  In reference to the number of people in
Glasgow who do nk attend any place of warship, T cannot speak precisely, un-
less 1 know, hesides non-attendance in the place of worship, the non-attendance
of members of the family at praycr-meetings, and other means of religious
instruction. It will not do to put down as non-attenders those who are
worshipping with the missionary, or with any other Christian agency. Then,in
regard to * heathenism,” I heg very decidedly to say that Ido not at all
recognize the propriety or the justice of applying so very strong a term as that
of “ heathen population” to the many who cannot attend our churches.  (Ap-

lause.) Not ouly does the fact of their not attending church not prove this,

ut it is a positive proof of the reverse, and amongst them you may find many
very Christian and very admirable people.

The first thing that characterises the people amongst whoin chiefly we have
our home missionsis ignorance, and that ignorance is sometimes extremely great.
You will find it won(?crfully great even in your country parishes. T have found
amongst collicrs and people in country districts, and amongst farmers, as great an
ignorance about facts—I do not say about points of doctrine, but simply about
facts—as ever I found in towns. I asked a collier in Dalkeith once, * Who was
the first man ?” and his reply was. “ Hoots, man, wha in the worl’ kens that 77
(Laughter)) Tdo not take him as an example : but if you will only take the
trouble kindly and frankly to speak to such people, you will domore good than
by preaching to them. Do not show the slightest amazement. 1 have written
down the answers given me by such persons, and I simply say, that in many
cases it is incredible in a Christian land.  Some of them have not the slightest
idea who Jesus Christ was, or as to God’s existence, or of an etcrpal future, or
any of the facts of Scripture from first to last. Now, I have asked myself how this
comes, and I have invariably traced it to one gause—that however decent and
respectable these persons might be—and many of them are in their conduct
nost earnest in secking to do good—they have not been taught in their youth.
They never went toschool.  Ard then you must put another question—namely,
why did they not go toschool ? You willinvariably find that it arose from circum-
stances that draw forth your sympathy and pity more than your condemnation.
How many of these have been orphans ! And itis one of the saddest facts 1 kpow
how much the ranks of crime in great cities are filled up by poor orphans,
perhaps illegitimate, who never knew the loving name of father, and perhaps
although they know the name of mother, it is a name they would be better
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ignorant of—children brought up in the haunts of sin and misery.  Or, what i-
still more sad, the children of respectable widows who were left, as the saying
ig, with a * heavy handfull” of seven or eight children. the poor husband ‘who
had been taken from them being perhaps a labourer with 15s. a week.  What
could that man do for his children ?  What ix the widow to do?  Send them
to school 7 Then who is to take care of the younger children”  Where shall
they be put? She goes to the workhouse and agks assistance, and the answer
is—* Oh, certainly ; come into the house.”  They can say so by law : but this
woman cannot go into the house, and perhaps she may screw ont of them vighteen-

nee a week.  What is she to do 7—for they must Lave fod.  She sends the

¥s to some factory—to the lucifer match factory, where children get 2 6, a
week ; and [ presume you and I would do the same thing precisely in the same
circumstances.  Now, the Home Mission inits very nature must interest itself' i
a vast variety of questions.  You cannot deal with one bit of it withour dealing
with a great number of bits. . You cannot deal with ignorance without retrring
to education, and you cannot deal with education unless you give these children
a knowledge of Bible facts.  Let these, if you will, be told ax drily as you would
give to a man going out to India a knowledge of Mahomedism, o as you would
give a man the teachings of the tenets of Bhuddism, or as you would give your
boys at school & knowledge of’ classical mythology.,  They may sit and hear
sermons for years, and yet not have any conception of facts.  The man 1 spoke
of heard me preach every Sunday for three years, and had not the most distant
glimmer of” comprehension.  You spoke of Mosesor Abraham, and he heard the
words, but who in the wide earth was Abraham or Moses he had no idea.
(Laughter.) It is important that we should try and secure the teacking of
facts, ut least, in our schools.  The first point, then, we have to deal with is ex-
treme ignorance, an ignorance in which the preaching of the minister and the
teaching of the missionary are of no avail unless you get hold of them, and in-
struct them in the A B € of the Bible and religion, and this requires a large
agency. What I would suggest to the ministers of large towns and others, is to
develop, if possible, such agencies.  When the attempt was made with us in
Glasgow we found it at first impossible.  We assembled meetings of poor work-
ing men. 1 assured those people that they need not be ashamed of past ignor-
ance, foi they were not to blame for it. The only thing they had to be ashamed
of was that when cducation was offered, to refuse it.  Then I asked every man
who could not read to come to the other side of the house: and they all went
over. There were more than forty or fifty of them beginning to wnite for the
first time, and they obtained knowledge far more rapidly in reading and writing,
and in knowing the Word of God, than if they i:d been children.  And this
was done at exceedingly little expense.  Even' sehools for adults fail from two
sources.  You bring in young boys and girls and you cannot amalgamate them.
You must have a distinet school. © Then you send to teach the school some old
stupid fogy— (Laughter)—of a teacher, who has nothing to do. 1f" you would
have adult schools to succeed, you must have the crackest teachers, and you must
have one teacher to every twenty-five pupils.  But that implies pay, and then
you are landed on the old story—money.

The next source of our difficulty in the cities that we have to deal with is
our extreme poverty. Now, how does this tell 2 What is the origin of this
poverty ? I grant you that in many cases it arises from vice—it is the child of
vice as well as the parent of vice ; but I beg you to notice that there are a very
great number in our great cities that come from your country parishes. and that
come with honest pride, and industrious and earnest. It is because they have
come in health and strength, and have not become accustomed to the strange
and shocking atmosphere of the place in which they are compelled, from their
small wages, to live, that very often they fall into fever. The father is laid
down on a bed of sickness and dies, and perhaps the oldest brother, who is
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bringing m money to the family, also dies.  One or two more are recovering,
and from that honest independence which you have properly taught them in
the country, it would horrify them to apply to the F’oor Board.  First, the
chest of drawers go, then the Sunday clothes—and, in fact, whatever can ..
disposed of ik sold rather than confess their poverty, and in order that they
may be kept alive.  After the fever abates the house is cleaned out, and they
are in poverty. Then comes the question, what ace you to do with them?
Why not come to the Church?  Now we talk absurd nonsense of such a thing.
It is all very fine to talk.  You sav they should come to the Church with the
clothes they have.  Now, there is no man who has dealt with that question more
decidedly than I have done.  Well, you may say, perhaps I have succeeded. |
have ofien thought that it would make an excellent book for the Church, a ook
of non-suceess; a book of plans that did not succeed.  You are able to ¢t
them, as I have got hundreds of them, to come out and hear the Word of God
preached in their working clothes, when you absolutely prevent any one coming
to the place of worship wearing good clothes. Tkeep to that. T have obliged
8 duchess to come with a shawl over her head instead of her fine bonnet. Ny
rson came there that was not obliged to come so dressed, so that the difference
etween them and the work-people could not be seen.  Then it is that you will
get these work-people to come to the sacrament. I have had a number of them
gitting in their work-clothes, and the most beautiful sight I ever heheld on
earth was to sce a poor woman with her child at her breast sitting at the Lond's
Table. Andin the end they get clothes and become regular members of the
congregation ; but until they get clothes, vou will not get them to sit down. 1
tell you that. down to this moment—and 1 am still determined to try it—with
the carnest teaching of twelve years, indoctrinating them into the idea both in
I:rivate and publie, that I have not succeeded in breaking down that wall. I
ave not succeeded in convincing the working man that he should respect him-
self, and not his coat. But you gain nothing by giving them a coat. Yon im-
verish them, and degrade them. I have said, “If Thad a thousand pounds,
would not give you a suit of clothes. for it would be said it is the clothes that
bring you to the churc.” I tell this House that the great difficulty is poverty,
and you are not to account for this people not coming to the chureh because
they are indifferent. T have known those that worshipped every day in their
own house that did not come to the church. T have known God-fearing people
who could nut overcome this fec!ing—* 1 was once respectable—I tell you, 1
cannot come and worship in the clothes T have.” Nothing at first is more
natural, though it is not right ; but that which is done from that motive soon
becomes a habit, for the keeping away from the church itself destroys them : and
then it is a very plausible excuse for not attending the House of God. Then,
supposing that they wish to attend the House of God and to hear preaching,
and supposing that the preaching is not worth hearing—(Laughter)—can you
suppose the development of Christianity in a man not going to the church ?
(Laughter.) If the person who preaches neither feels for nor has any sympathy
with him, he is a mere figure set within four walls. Instead of that. yon should
have a man who will preach from he 'rt to heart and from soul to soul. * (Ap-
plause.) Then supposing those peop'e come to the chureh, they talk aboat it
being a caricature of an establishment, hecanse they have seat-rents to pay.
Now. I would like to get the opinion of scime law authorities—of the Procurator
—to help us to know whethe: we coul! emancipate ourselves from these hodies
of people, like the guild of tac tailors. or the guild of the bakers, who have
large galleries, and who let the seats at such rents as 17s. per year in the parich
church.  And there is not a siagle =cat that I know except those voluntarily
Eiven up that there is not large su.~ 2¢ked and paid for; and I say that by
ook or.crook we should put down that ahomination. In the mission chapel it
is another affair, for there are not only no seat-rents, but I won’t take them. I
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allocate the secats, and I do not find that Ilose, for these poor people, out of
their own pockets, gave last year £140. ' We must not talk of heathens s but if
you wish to direct your attention as a National Church to those who might
much more be called heathen according to our ecclesiastical idea, I might recom-
mend you 10 go to the island of Skye. 1 understand there are 7000 adults
unbaptized in that island. They are connected with no Church on earth.  1f
you are a National Church, you could o or send the Foreign Mission Committee
perhaps.  (Laughter.) I have heard the assertion hazarded that one wiinister
of the Church had more communicants than there were north of the Moray
Firth, and that minister was Dr. dmith, of North Leith.  But the question is—
How many communicants there may be, owing to the peculiar notions of the
north?  Thuse people do not belong to any church—they may be baptized,
but I do not know—-therefore, it you are to carry ont names, nwrespective ot
character—TI am not calling them heathen, because it is a mere defect in judg-
ment—I daresay many of them are Christian.  You would not say to them that
they werce heathen in mind and spirit, but ignorant on certain points ; =0 youdo
not say that about the masses in great towns—who are deprived of the ordin-
ances : but try so to arrange these ordinances that you will come down to them
if they cannot come up to you.

Another source of our difliculty is vice. There is a large class—viz., the
vicious class.  Again, I say I never came into contact with any of them, even
those who seem the most degraded, without being affected. I think, my brother
and sister, I an afraid I see vice in myself for you. Will you imagine why I
dare not describe it?  Will you stand in the way of these poor ereatures—God
help them !—being brought up again ? The fact that father and mother, sister
and brother, are huddled together, perhaps in a wretched room, not only .itiates
their minds, but their bodies; and the whole tone and physique of the people
becomes low and discased. from the shocking atmosphere they breathe. and they
lose health. This would be an excellent department for the Home Mission. It
is this vitiated atmosphere which brings on the craving for drink. until it be-
comes a positive passion. That degrades them more and more. Here home
mission work becomes linked into the providing of houses for the people. 1
admit that this vice is very great, but I would ask the Home Mission to consider
these things.  As a kirk-session, we have taken up savings banks and social
mectings as a part of the work of the Church, and perform it on behalf of the
people.  But it is said that this is secular. Why sceular? Secular! Tf you
attend to 2 man’s body, is it secular ? I understand that a mau is made up of
soul, spirit, and body, and you cannot move one part without moving the whole.
You might as well talk of the launching of the boat by the dixciples to bring
Christ across the lake as being secular as to say that a minister 15 secular in
carrying on this great work. (Applause.)

The population of Glasgow is increasing at the rate of 1000 a month, and
i that is the state of society you have to deal with, what are the means we are
using to improve it ?  No doubt the first is that of living men—missionaries and
minsters.  But there are defecis in_connection with this agency that I would
take the liberty of pointing out.  First of al!, in regand to the students, those,
namely, of various gl)mrches who give themselves as missionaries t. city missions
in order to educate them, and to keep them while they are going through col-
lege—TI think that is 8 most defective agency. However excellent they may be,
and however noble it may be to engage in that work, my experience teaches me
it is apt to spoil a good student and a good minister—to_spoil a good student,
because, ins cad of attending to those minute details which must form the basis
of all goud education, he is apt to neglect these for his hard missionary work.
A man cannot do it and attend to his duties as a student. Then, as a minister,
I'say it isa very hazardous thing indeed for the spirit of any man to have
work given him to do which, from the very nature of his spiritual growth,
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is bevond the strength he has attained.  And it is a most dangerons mora)
training, in my opinion, for a man to he addressing others upon the deepest and
holiest spiritual topics as a mere message, when he himself has not yet grown up
to it, and there is great danger that while he has begun his work fresh, earnest,
and energetie, by the time he enters his parish all his freshness has passed away,
and, unconsciouslv to himself, he has ac uired a habit of speaking and preaching
wordy, but not edifying his congregation.  Then the next class from which we
supply these missionaries are our licentiates.  This is a very great hmprove-
ment, but speaking with the greatest respect, and desiring to say nothing offen-
sive, how is it possible for a man to engage in this most dithicult work that
requires all his energies, all his zeal, and all his watebfulness, when his ereat
prayer is that God may bring him out of it as soon as possible and give i a
parish 2 (Laughter.)  How is it possible for a man to give himgelf to the work
in the only way in which he will succeed, and do it as it it were his last work,
as if’ he had not another week to live, if he feels * this is not my work—it may
be work for a minister, but I am here only for two or three months, wil the
sooner I am out of it the better.”  How can he watch the progres of religion
in the closes 7 How can he make a personal acquaintance, and cultivate a
personal interest amony those men and women, and get them to love him aad
attend to his teaching ? I 8ee no reason why, if @ man wishes to devote his
energies to tission work, and if we have no nced of him in India, or it his
parents object to his going abroad, he should not, instead of taking twenty
yeans abroad, take three years at home, and, refusing all offers of a parish, work
m the Cowgate of Edinburgh as earnestly as he would do if sent to the Cow-
gate of Caleutta.  No doubt other reforms would have to come in. You must
pay these men better.  And another thing, I would advire patrons to keep this
in view.  Let patrons, cither through the Home Mission Board or in some other
way, find out these men.  Show me the man that has done his work as a
missionary, and the best man as a missionary will be the best man for the parish.
(Applause.)  The next class of men we have to do with are lay missionaries.
Now, what are the defects of lay missionaries 2 One defect is that they want
the education which enables them to meet your intelligent mechanics—that
education which cnables them to say more than to write in their pocket-books
— Iad a conversation with an infidel. Ie is hard-hearted. Ilis eves ave
blinded. T ean make no impression on him.” (Laughter.) The fact is, the
*infidel” turned him head over beels halt a dozen times—(Laughter)—but he
wrote this nice sort of pious language in his diary, and it really means nothing.
This man must be educated in a broader sense than merely to use two or three
such phrases. It is all very well to say, * Give me the man with sound con-
victions.”  So say I.  But he has not the less conviction if he has more infor-
mation and more knowledge. Then, again, if you take a pious man from
honest labour.  If « shoemaker says, “ I want to give up my shoes and become
a missionary,” 1 would mrch rather say, * Keep to your last, and do yo = work
where you ave.” (Laughter.) Then come the clergy. Well. Ihave certainly
heard most beautiful descriptions of what is expected from our clergy preaching
on week days, and going from house to house and stair to stair.  Well, 1 was
able to do it, I think, as fairly as any other man, till within the last two or three
years, when partly from not being o strong for the kind of work, and much
more from a great deal of Church w.rk being laid upon me, 1 had to some ex-
tent to give it up. I have had some experience, and 1 tell you that your ladies
and gentlemen, your young men and vour young ladies, just require as much
indoctrinating. as much dealing earnestly with in private, that they might know
intelligently the truth and obey it, as many of the poor people visited by the
city missionary. What I would recominend would besomething like the follow-
ing. I think that you must develop mre than you have ever done lay agency
in this way. You will find the right min it you will, as T have done, look out
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for him; and then these people have confidence in you. The right man can
help them from real genuine-hearted convictions, but, above all, certainly along
with all, what is necessaty for the minister ig also tequisite for the missionary—
goond sense and gowd temper. Where you find such qualifications o these 1
certainly wonld have the man educated. 1 would have him go throngh a cowse
of education which might be approved of by the Home Mission Committee or
its Convener.  And they should examine him as to his fitness to teach. What
do you kuow of Christianity ? I wauld examine him on the Bible, and with
reference to his ideas on the Bible, and when you set sueh a man apart. I never
wouid think of giving him less than £100 a year, so that he might be enabled
to live in a rezpectable way, and he should also instire his life, so that when taken
awav his family would he provided for.  The next agents I would nse would be
the licentiates ; Hut then I would have licentiates somewhat on the plan that 1
have indicated. T would never give a licentiate less than £150 a year.  That
licentiate might &> an assistant to the pastor, and I would go tarther than that.
If that licentiate has, as a friecnd I have in my eye has, charge of @ chapel, then
I would have every Presbytery do what the Presbytery of Glaswow (id to me.
ordein him. They did not ordain him as aminister of the chapel, tor I hald it
to be of great importance that unless a chapel is endowed there shonld be no
man fixed there.  Like a pair of boots, they may be eapital, but they do not
fit—(Laughter)—the man may be a first-rate man, but somchow he does not
fit. (Renewed laughter.)  Aunother point of great importance I have tound is
this, the administration of the sacrament. I heartily agree with every word
that was spoken by Dr. Charteris on this point—viz., that there should ve no
dispensation of the saerament in these chapels, and that for the most excellent
motives—not to appear sectarian, and not to appear as it compelhng people to
come to our own Church. I would be above that. I would rather a thousand
times that these poor souls were brought into the Free Church or the United
Presbyterian Church.  Another recommendation is this —we have female miso
sionaries there, and they are of great importance, for you find them dealing
with females and old persons. 1 have found them of great value. Do not eal
them Bible women, for thatis 15r England, where they have no Bibles—
(Laughter)—in London—a(Lau';hmr)—j)ut female missionaries. But then they
must be orderly. They are not to go here and there, and to give money,
above all things. This is buying persons who, perhaps, thoroughly dececive
them. The missionary knows all about them. Let them confine themselves to
what they have, and not go as man missionaries, but as female missionaries. But
if you are to have alms, then comes another point. What has become of our
deaconate during the last dozen years? At first I was extremely doubtful
about it, and { simply had men that I set apart by prayer. They acted
separately from the kirk-session. By-and-bye there was put in my hands a
beautifully kept volume of minutes for 1757, in whicksthere was an edict served
for the election of deacons zs it it were a matter of course, in the Barony
Parish, and afterwards a siatement of the proceedings of the kirk-session, in
which the deacons were along with the elders in voting upon such matters as
the election of members of Preshytery. I think you are entitled to have your
deacons. They are ordained precisely the same as the elders. We have always
had them, and they have become most valuable aids, and where you require
eharity to be dispensed, do remove from missionaries and from all who are en-
gaged m spiritual work the task of dispensing charity, and refer the recipents
to your deacons. Then, again, in regard to the clergy, depend upon it that the
one grand day for our doing our mission work m Glasgow, if we had time to
do it, is the Sunday. Youn may visit from hounse to house during the week-
days, and not find a single male member of the household. They are out at
ve in the morning, and when they come home in the evening they are wearied,
.nd have not seen the bairns all dey, and that is the worst possible time to try



276 THE MONTHLY RECORD OF

to do a working man good. But if you could do such work on the Sunday, vou
would do more good than during all the rest of the week. But then, ministers
must preach thrice. I have preached three times every Sunday for the lst
six weeks.  Sunday is the very day when there is no missionary work done ¢x-
cept speaking.  There is little done compared with what might be done.  Sup-
posing that our services were reduced in number, with the distinct understanding
that we are not going home to sleep and to be idle, but that we shall occupy the
other part of the day in going from house to house becoming acquainted with
the people.  And now I will say that you may have the profoundest encourage-
ment. I am amused when I hear people say, * Depend upon it you are not
labouring in vain,” as if the work were desperate! Your day congregation may
be desperate—your missionary congregations are cometimes desperate-—but you
will never find it desperate with these people. They will receive you kindly.
How often have Tsaid * Alas! the gratitude of man has often left me mourn-
ing.” There is nothing impresses one more than their tears of thanksgiving.
I would not exchange the joy I had year after year in examining communicants
amongst the working people—the poor—for any I have experienced on earth,
and many a time 1 have wished that some infidel might be concealed in some
of the places on these oceasions. and I am sure he would have heard more of
the truths of Christianity than he could find in all the books he ever read. In-
tense carncstness ensures marvellous success.  Qur success is far beyond our
labours in dealing with the poor. When you see them sink in the lowest degra-
dation, there is still there a man made after God’s own image. There is still
there the immortal spirit of God, that is yearning after infinitude. I remember
of a woman coming into the session-house after the sermon—they often do that
—to speak to me, she bardly knew what about. She was the most miserable
object 1 ever beheld—with all the marks of physical degradation. I spoke to
her about Christ and the gospel. She seemed astonished. She did not seem to
me to have a ray of feeling, but simply wept. I asked m;self—How can I
come to this woman’s heart ? I said at last—* I am sorry for your child; canit
not get nourishment ?”  She burst into a flood of tears, and said—* How can
it get nourishment from a poor starving woman like me? God forgie me, |
bave often wished He would tak’ it awa’; but then Irepented, for there was not
a soul on the earth cared for me but its ain wee sel’.” There was the only link
that woman had to life. I then said— Could you not get a little milk ?” and
she replied—* I cannot, for what would I do if a day came in which I had not
the twopence to buy it with ?” Oh, what a picture was that of poverty! But
there is no necessity in the least degree for despair. The Church of Scotland
has not been neglecting its work, and although we should not speak about our-
selves, sometimes justice demands it. At some length, the Rev. Doctor then
referred to the work which was being done in Glasgow, showing that, within
the last sixteen years, the kirk-session had built five new schools, at a cost of
£8400, £5000 of which was provided by private subscription. And, besides,
the Church of Scotland bad Euilt a number of churches in Glasgow. That is
a good work in sixteen years even for one parish in Scotland, showing that we
have not been negligent in that work. And now, he said, what are vou to do
for your home missions ? I must say of my friend who conducts the scheme s
efficiently, that ke has boen o kind as te notice in his report scre of cur work.
You must suppose he has been able to give us a large sum for this work. He
gave me £100 for the whole of this work. That scems a large sum. But then
recollect that I gave him £92, so that I just received £8. (Laughter.) The
idea of £4000 or £5000—only £5 from every parish in Seotland—making what
we are doing to keep ourselves alive, while we are called to do the grandest
work that was ever given to a Church to do, is simply absurd. We have
founded an association in Glasgow, and resolved to bui{:i ten new churcbes, and
we have secured sites for five. I hope God will bless the work we are begin-



THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 277

ning ;and it any one will give me £1000 I shall be much obliged.  (Launghter
and applause.) I conclude by imploring the eountry brethren who, while they
have no destitution, are constantly sending people te us who often become desti-
tute. aid Isay to them, “ You have nothing to do at home for mission work.
do give us something, and do something abroad for mission work. Do not let
the whole 'hing be absorbed in the parish, and permnit your people toget every-
thing for nothing. Do stir up their xouls that they may not put in this abomin-
able brown penny clinking into the plate for everything in heaven and earth.”
It is not for respectable farmers and highly Christian people to be carried away
by the silly fanaticism of saving souls at home and abroad.  Allthey do i< come
to the parish church.  Stir them up. 1 am apt to blame the clerey, but 1 know
perfectly well there are earnest clergy. You will find elders shaking their white
heads and discountenancing the clergy. Put them aside, and a<k i’ there is
one loving soul in tho congregation that will stand by you, and yon and he can
§0 forth and give the people the blesseducss of considering, for once in their
ives, that there were others besides themselves. If 1am spared for another
five years after this to come to the Assembly, I will be rather stitfer and older,
and I hope I may have more experience, and I will try then 1o give you an
additional five years’ experience that may occupy you as long ax I ever did,
wlhcn Ihad the oppportunity of addressing you on the same subject.  (Ap-
plause.)

THE DOGMA OF INFALLIBILITY.

It was reserved for the 19th century to issue the decree of Papal infaili-
bility. The 16th century declared that Councils of the Church united with
the Pope could uot err, but now it has passed, by a large majority, that in the
Head of that Church infallibility resides, and that if any one ventures to con-
travene this declaration, heis to be anathema.  The wise world would not belteve
that in this enlightened age * the Fathers” at Rome would have gone this
length, but they have done so, and the world will see aleo that this infallibility
must be submitted to, the 88 protesters notwithstanding. The scenc at the
passing of the declaration is thus alluded to by the Roman correspondent of the
Times :—« The reading of the dugma was follawed by the roll call of the
Fathers, and Placel after placet followed, though not in very guick succession,
and amid their utterances there was a loud peal of thunder. The storm, which
had becn threatening all the morning, burst now with the utmost violence, and
to many a superstitious mind might have conveyed the idea that it was the
expression of Divine wrath, as no doubt it will be interpreted by numbers,
said one officer of the Palatine guard. The storm was at its height when the
resnlt of the voting was taken up to the Pope, and the darkness was ~o thick
that a huge taper was necessarily brought and placed by his side as he read the
words which invested him with divine powers; and the crowd outside the hall
shouted, ¢ Long live the infallible Pope,” ¢ Long live the triutaph of the Catholic
God,” and the entire crowd fell on their knees in St. Peter'’s, and the Pope
blessed them,—and then the Pope passed through the chapels, and the infallible
was hidden from mortal viev:. 'Y’hcrc are some that, on the reading of this,
will recall what St. Paul hassaid in 2 Thess. ii. 4, *“ Who opposcth and exalteth
himself above all that is called God, or that is worshi .so that he as God sitteth
in the temple of God, shewing himself that beis God.” That description hag
heen generally applied to the Pope (sec Confession of Faith Ixxv. 6), hecause
be required divine honours, relaxed human obligations, and granted absolution ;
but never was it bmusht more clearly out than now. Here is a weak man
allowing himself to be declared infallible, saluted as God, worshipped, and bless-
ing the prostrate assembly, and yet three vears he published the Immaculate
Conception of the Virgin!! Alas! to what le will human folly go!
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But yet the Jesuits are right,—the Pope must be infallible,—or clse the Head
of the Church would be a simple minister, or mere shepherd, whereas he aspives
to be vicar aud representative of Christ on earth.  He must be clothed with
divine honour, then, and his opinions declared to be “incapable of cmendation.”
although he gave torth the absurd one of three years ago! and who does nat
se¢ that this is a fulfilment of Paul’s writing in 2 Thes. ii. " Had the pen of
inspiration traced by Paul been guided to say, *so that he. as God, sitteth in
the temple of God, and this is true of thee, Pope Pius the Ninth” it conld not
more clearly have been photographed.  Yes, the apostle’s deseription is true,
and the svstem and it head so deseribed by St. Pavl must perish. as written in
the 8th and Yth verses. It its working and success have eome to pass as inspired
prediction has declared, its overthrow and ruin will also come to pass as there
written ; and then Popery is a falling and doomed system, as surcly as it has
been a subtle and successtul one. The pen of inspiration that has not belied
the one has as little falsified the other; wherefore let us see at once our danger
and our duty : ovr danger, in holding any complicity and communion therewith,
and our duty to be scparate from her errors, and, above all, to receive the truth
as it is in Jesus, m the love of it, that we may be saved, (see 10th and 12th
Verses).

A SERMON ON ‘THE MODERN BALL’

Tue Rev. W W. Phelps of the Punjab, India, preached a sermon lately
i which he referred to = the modern ball” in terns that gave great offence to
his congregation, and it is said that the Bishop sympathizes with the congreyga-
tion. We ask our readers to judge if his words were not those of « truth and
soberness”  Below is an extract from the sermon:—

“ And now I must ask a question which I fear may give some offence; but it
is my duty to ask it, and 1 do so deliberately.  Tried by this test, is the modern
ball a legitimate amnsement or not ?  Mistake me not. I speak of the ball with
all its ordinary accompaniments and customs which make i1t to be that amuse-
ment which itis at the present day. 1 am not speaking of some theoretical ball,
but of the ball as it 1 at whis day. Iam not speaking of the mere act of
dancing in itself. The child, if pleased, will involuntarily dance. David
danced before the Lord.  The very book frum which I have taken my texts
says there is a time to dance. It is, I say advisedly, of the modern ball that 1
speak ; and T ask, is it a legitimate amusement ?  Is it healthfal to wmind and
body ? Look at some of its features.  Its hours are invariably late. It turns
night into day. It wearies, in some cases, it alnost prostrates, body and mind.
It the pulse beating at fever heat is a mark of health, then is the maddening
excitement ot the ball room a healthy excitement. The ball room (here I
speak of balls gencrally in all places, with no special allusion to this place) too
viten brings together many who had better not be associated together. It unites
the pure and refingd with those who are without these virtues. It leads to
many acquaintances and intimacies which should never be formed. Some of
its worst features, though naturalized in England, come not from an English
source. 1 shoukd he sorry to think they were of English origin.  Some of the
dances of the bali room are, 1 believe. the inventions of foreign libertines.

It speaks not well for this amusement that having the sanction of a higher
vlass, it is resorted to by a lower, and in their hands made the occasion ot
fearful abuses. It should make religious and virtuous people ashamed of “this
amusement when we know that in London and in the great towns, it is nmde a
sacrament of Satan, the handmaid of immorality, the rallying-place and the
re-union of vice. Of course we may dissociate the ball in our winds from-such
ideas and such company, but I must exprese my strong belief, that seen under
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its most favourable cireumstances, it i~ not an amusement tor o diseiple of
Christ.  The sanetities of home and the care and love of children are not
promoted by it. It does not tend to produce i woman that quictness and
modesty which <hould eharacterize her. [t does not foster those vivtues and
excellencies which St Peter and St. Paul deseribe as her best graces and
adoruments.”

NEWS OF THE CHURCH.

Arrival of Rev. Mr. McDougal.—We are glid 1o announce the
safe arrivid of the Rev. Mr. MeDougal ax a missionary from the Coloninl Com-
mittee.  Mr. McDougal has some knowledyze of the Geelic language, and hence
his services have been put at the disposal of the Presbytery of” Pictou. We
hope that others will follow his example. and give their serviees to the Colonial
Chureh, <o that her waste places may be built up.

Graceful Tribute of Respect.—St. Matthew's Sabbath School in this
city has resolved to forego the pleasures of a Picnic this year, out of respect to
the memory of the lite A, K. Doull, Esq.. one of its most highly esteemed
teachers, who was lost in the + City of Boston,” and all who ean appreciate real
christiun excellence will be glad to know that the various classes are con-
tributing tunds for the erection of a suitable monument to perpetuate the
remembrance of his worth.  Since this action has been taken, Mr<. Doull, the
amiable partner of the above-named gentleman, has been removed by death.
which leaves another blank on the teachers” roll.  Exemplary and useful in
their lives, their deaths are a source of deep regret; and, while in the Church
and Sabbath Schuol such a loss will be peculiarly felt, many a4 lowly cottage and
solitary home will miss the welcome visits of these devoted servants of the Lord.
The mvsterivus dealings of God, as evidenced in this dispensation of Iis Pro-
vidence. should leave their impress on the heart, and stimulate one and all to be
more carnest * followers of them who through faith and paticnce are now
inheriting the promises.”

8t. John.—Qur congregations in this ity are about to proceed with the
crection of a Sunday School room each—the St. Stephen people are to com-
mence immediately. These buildings will add largely to the comfort and con-
venience of the people, and add largely to the facility whereby the work of the
chureh shall be carmed on. It is t(ﬁ)c hoped that a move will be made by the
numerous. wealthy and influential congregation of St. Andrew’s, not ouly to erect
a school ream. but also to erect a new church, one that shall be a credit to the
church at large, as well as an ornament to the enterprising city of St. John.
It is to be regretted that the Rev. Dr. Donald’s health bas for some time been
failing. At present he has been ordered off from duty for a time; it is therefore
to be hoped that be will be sufficiently recruited to resume his duties on his
return. It isin the hands ¢f the Lord. and He will do * what scemeth Him
wood.”

Questions teo be put st Presbyterial Lxamination, drawn
uap by the Synod’s Committee, Rev. Geo. J. Caie. Convener.—
Questions o the Trustces —(1). Please give name of Clurch. 2nd state how
many it is seated for; of what matenial it is built, and when? s it deeded to
the Church of Scotland ?

2.) How many Trustees? How often elected ?

533 Are the Trustees incorporated ?

(4.) Is there debt on the Church ? If so, state how much.

5.) Is there a manse and glcbe?  Is there any debt on them?

%G. How much stipend is promised ? Any arrears? How much last three
vears
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(7.) How is the stipend raised ?
(%.) What is the whole amount annually raised by the Trustees for congre
gational purposes ?

(4.) Is the congregation increasing or decreasing ?  If decreasing—Why ?

Questions to the Elders—(1). How many Elders *

(2.) Have they distriets set apart for them to visit in ?

(3.) Do they visit the poor and sick ?

(4.) Have they a poor fund at their disposal? How much is distributed
annnally ?

(5.) Do they hold, or assist at prai'er-mectings and Bible-classes ?

(6.) Is there a Sunday School?  llow many teachers and scholars?  How
much is raised by it, and how expended? Does the Session take oversighs ?

(7.) Are collections made for all the synodical schemes? How much has
been raised for each during the past year? Is there a Presbytery IHome Mise
sion organization ?

(8.) How many copies of the Revord are taken in the congregation ?

Questions to the Minister—(1.) State your name in full. "Where did you
study, and when ordained ?

(2.) What is your ordinary Sunday work ?

(3.) Have you more than one Church to preach in?  Any stations ?

(4-) Do you visit every family in the congregation pastorally ? How often?

(5.) How many families belong to the congregation ?

(6-) In how many is family worship observed

(7.) Have you a Bible-class? If so, how many attend it ?

(8.) How many communicants on the roll? How many admitted during
the past three years ?

(9.) Have you a prayer-meeting ?
attendance ?

(1v.) How many Baptisms during the past year? Any adults?

The Committee request the Ministers, Elders and Trustees to add any
further information, of general interest, respecting the Church in their locality.

How often ? and what is the average

erten,

Dr. CuMMing has been preaching on the war now conducted between
France and Prussia.  He endeavoured to prove that the present crisis was in
accordance with prophecies in the Book of Revelation, and contended thal
Prussia was an instrument in the hand of God, and a means to the working out
of the revelation as to the overthrow of the Fapal power.
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