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THE LEATHER CHAIR.

At 6.55 p. m. on January 22nd.
1901,at Osborne House, Isle of Wight,
paqsed away our much beloved sove-
reign Lady Queen Victoria, Empress
of India. at the ripe old age of 81 years,
3 months and twenty-nine days.

Canada, the United States, and in
short the people of every clime have
heard the news with the deepest
sorrow. To the sons and daughters
of England more particularly the
death of the Queen comes as an over-
whelming affliction. Thegreatloving
heart of the sovereign mother has
ceased to throb. her words of pity,
consolation and sympathy will no
longer be heard by the distressed and
sorrowful, ‘at the memory of her
life and kindly deeds will ever remain
bright and shining in the hearts of all.

Stamp Sheet.

How will the accession of Edward
the Seventh to the throne of England
affect philately, is the question that
is being asked on all sides by lovers
of the science. It is perhaps a little
early to make a reliable forecast of
what iy to come, but it seems but
reasonable to expect that the advent
of a new ruler will naturally lead to
a fresh issue of stamps all along the
line.

So far as our Canadians are con-
cerned, it has been rumoured for
some time past that the plates used
in the manufacture of some of the
denominations, the one and two cents
for instance. are so worn as to be
almost useless. That steps will be
taken immediately by the Ottawa
authorities to have these old plates
replaced by new ones bearing the
portrait of the King must be taken
for granted.

There is little doubt but that a
great rush will now be made by col-
lectors to fill in the blanks in their
albums with stamps of the reign of
Her Late Majesty. That this large
demand will bring up prices is to be
expected. Holders of these stamps,
particularly of the older issues, are
not likely to throw them away at
this juncture and an immediate stif-
fening of the market may be looked
for. It would not be surprising if
the prices given in Scott’s 1901 Cata-
logue should be maintained net, and
in some few cases a premium on these
prices demanded.

Dealers, as a rule, report that the
month of January was an exception-
ally good one in the way of stamp
sales. Generally orders begin to flow
in with the beginning of February,
but this year collectors appear to have
taken up their albums much earlier.

In any case the prediction that




1901 is to be a boom year in the stamp
line seems about to be fulfilled.

We are glad to say that the circu-
lation of the *‘Canada Stamp Sheet”
is growing day by day. Quite a
large number of our century issue
reached collectors who had not scen
the monthly before, and the response
to our appeal for new subscribers is
very gratifying. Twrenty-five cents
in stamps brings the Sheet to your
home for twelve months. Do not
delay, but oblige us with your name
to-day.

The practice of cutting ad. rates to
please certain patrons is, in our opi-
nion, a most undesirable and unfair
one. 1Is not one dealer’s money as
good as his neighbor’s, and why
should the latter be better treated
than the former. ? ** The Canada
Staimnp Sheet ” has one rate for all,
and that is very reasonable consider-
ing its circulation and prompt service
given. Dependence may be placed
on its reaching the post office on the
15th of each month, and this feature
should commend itself to every busi-
ness man. Rush in your orders for
space befure the 7th of each month.

THE PRUNING HOOK AND SHEARS.

The report that a speculator had bought
up from the Hawaii post office the entire
lot of stamps remaining on hand at the
time of its annexation to the United
States is unfounded. It is understood
that these stamps are to be destroyed
shortly at Washington.

e
The Manchester, Engiand. Post Office
Ewmployees had their hands full at Christ-
mas, some 6,325,000 letters, having been
handled and delivered in that city. Nearly

half a million parcels or about 45.000 more
than last year, were sent out.
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The well known philatelist, Mr. Wells,
whaose tine collection of plate numbers
was utterly ruined. so as not even to be
available for postal purposes. in the Tar
rant fire in New-York, in November, has
recovered the full amount of the face of
the dimaged stamps from the Post OfHee

Department.
* * *

Now that the collecting of pre-cancelled
stamps has become so general it may be
interesting to note the post office require
ments in their regard, which are as
follows:—

The concern desiring to use the precan
celed stamps makes application to the
local postinaster, and if there seems to be
no valid ground for objection, permission
is granted. At the time the application
is made it is to be specified what value
stamps are desired. The firm then buys
the desired number of sheets of stamps.
and a sworn official of the Government is
detai’ed to be a party to the pre-canceling.
This may be done by means of a rubber
stamp. or by running the sheets through
a printing press. Then the stamps are
affived in the presence of the Post Office
official. the number of pieces of mail cor-
responding with the number of stamps
purchased.

*
* *

The United States has deelined to join
with Great Britain in arranging for penny
postage.

*
* *

Neott’s Standard for 1901 is practically a
reproduction of the old catalogue with
the necessary additions of new issues.
Prices have not been changed materially.
although a number of the cheaper U. 8.
revenues of the first issue have been con
siderably advanced in price. as also have
many of the stamps of Nouth Africa.
Although the book is well printed, the
binding isnot as good as in previous years.
Very thin covers have been used which
overlap the edges of the book so far that
they are likely to become badly creased
and bent in the mails.

.

»
* *

A $50.000,00 mortgage of the Third
Avenue Railroad was recorded a few days
ago in the Register's Office of Westchester
County. 1t was decorated with twenty-
five one thousand dollars revenue stamps.
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WATERMARKS ON PAPER. .

By FossiL.

Amongst the curiosities connected with
the manufacture of paper none are more
interesting than the wateranarks on
paper.  From an early period in the his-
tory of the manafacture these marks have
been used. 1t is in 1330 we first find a
manufacturer's syimbol; it is a ram’s face,
and this figure seeins to suggest that wool
might be one of the fibres used in the
preparation of the paper. Holland gives
evidence of the use of water-marks rather
earlier than this—1301: among the memo-
rials preserved at the Hague there is an
account-book, the paper of which has a
water-mark of a circleor globe surmoun:-
ed by a cross: while on some paper of a
little later date appears a rude repre-
sentation of a jug or pot. The globe and
jug are consequently the most ancient
marks as yet discovered. The next speci-
men is from the paperon which is written
the account of one of our own country-
men. Henry Burghersh, Bishop of Lineoln
of the expenses of an embassy ia which
he was emploved in the yvear 1337, The
mark is very like a pear.

By means of these marks we obtain
certain fixed points. and they render great
assistance in determining the age of mau-
nuscripts of great importance. Themark
of the manufacturer has often been found
of use in the detection of literary forgze-
ries. This most ingenious and admirable
invention was introduced into Europe by
the Spaniards, but the originators of it
are veiled in obscurity. The marks of
the fourteenth century were for the most.
part very rudely executed. The most
noteworthy amongst these. besides those
already mentioned, were a circle enclosing
the letter S lving longitudinally, sur-
mounted by a fleur-de-lis; a circ?e con-
taining what appears to be letter A. and
astraight line as if suspended by a thread:
‘a can and reaping-hook.” which appears
on a letter dated 1353. written by Edwant
van Gelre to the Zutphen imagistrates:
the ‘Two Cans.’ 1384; the * Human Head,
1386; and the ‘Half-lily.," 13%0. /At the
commencment. of the sixteenth century
the marks begin to present a symnetrical
and artistic appearance.

The oldest ducument or paper as yet
discovered with a mark is the account-
book of 1301, supposed to be manufac-
tured out of linen rags by the Holbein
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family at Ravensburg.  Except this par
ticular specimen. all paper manufiwtured
by the Holbeins bears the * Bull's Head,
doubtless taken from the coat-of-arms of
that family, whereas. as we have already
stated, this account-book is marked wit
the * Globe and Cross.” The Globe and
Jug are the most ancient marke as yet
discovered ; and theee, together wita the
Post-horn, which appeared about 1376.
becaue by the eud of the fourteenth cen
tury the principal marks on paper manu
factured in.the Low Countries, whence
they spread during the ensuing hundred
years to Gouda and Delft.

Paper, as a rule, without any characte
ristic sign is the oldest: since the water
mark signities a certain progress in the
art of paper-making. Other noteworthy
marks are: a sprig with leaves and afruit
or flower: a drawn bow with an arrow; a
perpendicular line with stars at each
extremity between two circles: the letter
R ensigned Ly a cross; two crescents
through which a perpendicular line pas-
ses, terminating at each end; a cross, a
bull's face. a demi-griffin, a pair of balan-
ees. the unicorn, an anchor, and ‘P’ and
*Y.” the initials being those of Philip of
Burgundy and his wife Isabella, whose
name at the time would be usually spelled
witha Y. The Duke married Isabella in
143, and before that date PP only is found;
after that date, P end Y. Caxton seems
to have used paper chiefly obtained fromn
the Low Countries, and in addition to
the * Bull's Head® and the ‘P’ and 'Y
there will also befound the * Open Hand®
worked on the paperon which the Goldea
Legende was printed in 1483, ap<a also the
* Unicorn.”  Other paper employed by
this famous printer came from (rermauny,
since in his Recuei? of the History of Troy
(146%) there appears the ‘Bunch of Grapes.”
which was & German mark. In the Game
of Chesse the paper bears evidence of
1talian origin. as there is the mark of an
*Anchor enclosed by a Cirele.” The
‘ Dolphin and Anchor’ was a very famous
mark. and after the *Bull's Head." per-
haps the best known: the reason for this
being because the device was extensively
used by Aldo Manuzio. who has thus per-
petuated to our day the ancient symbol
of the city of Venice.

Many of these water-marks have deter-
mined the names of the different-sized
papers.  For instance, the post horn was
the mark of a paper now called Post
{:aper. the texture and size of which have

een little altered. Then there is the




Slewr-de-lis of the Demy. which also re-
tains its primitive device and nearly its
proportions.  There is little doubt that
the Fool's Cap gave name to the paper
now distingaished by that singular epi-
thet, although it has resigned its mark
and adopted varioas others, su 1 ax Bri-
tannia, and the Cap of Libeity on a pole.
Many of the water-maiks for a consider-
able period have been emblematic, so to
speak, of the subjectamarter of the hook.
One of the early Strasburg Bibles, al-
though it contains the comon * Bull's
Head,” yet adopts a ‘regal crown’ on
those pages which were devoted to the
printing of the two Books of Kings. In
the Berlingheri Geographia. the pages
will when held to the light be found to
be embellished with ships, ladders, ar-
rows, and other figures svmbolieal of dis-
covery and speed. At the present time,
nearly every manufacturer has his own
special device, so that any attempt to
form a collection would be a task of
immense  oour. * Paper-mark ' is the
more correct term to be used in speaking
of these marks, since they are wmerely
ornamentitl figures in wize or thin brass
sewn upon the wires of the mould, and
like those wires. they leave an impressio: ,
by rendering the paper where it lies on
them thinner and wore translucent. The
manufacture of paper intended to be dis-
tinguished by a mark requires three con-
trivances—the sieve, eross-wires, an:d the
mark or mould: to the second of which
ar to be ascribed the upright or trans.
verse lines; and to the latter the particu-
lar figure or ornament of which it is the
counterpart. These contrivances havein
recent years been improved upon, so that
shaded water-marks of the most artistic
forins can now be produced.

As in the human countenance, while a

neral conformity of design exists, there
18 nevertheless sufficient distinctness to
mark the identity of the individual; so
awmong paper-marks, the various specics
or families, as they may be termed, while
consisting of the same general figure or
design, present a variety of minor charac-
teristics by which they may be particu-
larised. e have alluded to the names
given to denote various kinds of papers,
which are curious and in many instances
absurd terms. In ancient times, when
comparuatively few people could read,
pictures of every kind were much in use
where writing would now be employed.
Evey shoP. or instance, had its sign as
every public-house; and those signs were
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not then, as they are now, only painted
upon a board. but were invariably actual
models of the thing which the sign ex
pressed.  For the siune reason, printers
employved some device, whi. i thoy put
upon the title-pazes and at the end of
books; and paper-makoers also introduced
marks byway of distinguishing the paper
of their manufacture from that of others.
which marks becoming common, natur-
ally gave their names to different sorts of
paper. And sinee names often remain
long after the origin of them is forgotten
and creumstances are changed. it is not
surprising to find the old names still in
use. though in some cases they are not
applied to the same things which they
originally denoted.  The same change
which has so much diminished the num
ber o1 painted signs in the streets of our
towns and cities, has newrly made paper-
marks a matter of antiquarian curiosity.
the maker's naune being now generally
used, and the mark. in the few instances
where it still remiains, serving the pur-
pose of mere ornament rather than that
of distinetion.

It is perhaps too well known to collee
tors for their pocket s sake. that postage
staipson water-marked paper bring from
five to fifty times the price of the same
stamps on ordinary paper. Take the
1868 mint issue of Canada for instance.

The 1 and 2¢. on wove paper is quoted
by Scott at 75c., on watermarked paper
810; the 3c. wove, 8ic., watermarked, 310,
the 6¢c. wove, $2, watermarked, $15: the
124c. wove, $1.50, watermarked, $15: the
15¢. wove, 50c., watermarked, $25.

From my Note Book.
E. R. ALDRICH.

In 1895, a writer in the E«stern Phila
telist described an unsevered pair of ¢
black 1882 stamps 8o perforated that they
varied in width, one being 14inn. across
while the other was 18mm. This could
only be awounted for by some accident
t<l)l.t-he managing of the perforating ma-
chine.

In 1858, no less than three different
postal rates prevailed between Canada
and Great Britain. The ¢ t 7ad.
was for letter endorsed oia Halifax and
went by CL ‘_)ger sailing from that point
the next, 10d. was by British Packet
sailing from U. 8. port, and the third rate




wax 1 54d. which was required when
letter vvent on U. S. Packet sailing from
Bostonor New York. Letters were seldom
sent this last way except when time was
an object a.d render did not wish to wait
for next British mail as was sometimes
the caxe in I usiness transactions.  This
was single (4 oz ) rate.

One of the great varieties of Newfoun:l-
land is a one penny first issue pin perfo-
rate which rests in a prominent English
collection.  Only one specimen is known
to exist and is said to be highly esteemed
by its owner.

Mr. Donald A. King is the authority
for placing the tot.al issue of 12d. Canada
at 1510 stamps, deducing this from the
various reports given out from the post
oftice. but at the best this would only
mean the number issued for swle to the
different postmasters and woald not be
what may have been actually sold. The
report of March 31. (836, shows that
49,490 were on hand at the supply depart-
ment and that is the last ever heard of
them officially.

Speaking of the 12d. 1 recolleet noting
early in 1893 that an unsevered pair had
passed into the possession of a New York
dealer. Wonder what became of the pair
as it is hardly likely that they would be
sold separate and in unsevered shape they
were very likely vaique.

Although they list the U. N. seals, the
publishers of the Seott (‘atalogue leave
out the Canada real. The consistency of
the position is one not easily understood
as if one is collectable the other certainly
is. The unperforate Canada seal is quite
a rarity.

New Zealand's Universal One Penny.

The first universal penny postage stamp
has been printed. and was issued by New
Zealand on the first day of the new cen-
tury. The scheme was put through so
expeditiovsly in New Zealand that very
little time was left for the preparation of
the stamp. Sir Edward Poynter, the

resident of the Royal Academy, was to
Em’e designed the new stamp. but ill-
health prevented him from doing so at
once, and there was no time for delay.
The designing and printing of the stamp
were, therefore, entrusted to Messars.

66 The Canada Stamp Sheet.

Waterloo & Fons, Limited, of Sidney
They have produced, if not a very striking
stamp, at all eventsa thoroughly graceful
amd artistic one.

The stamp is carmine, the color selected
by the Postal Union for all penny stamps.
On the shore stunds New Zealand, a tall
and graceful female fizure, clad in classic
flowing robes, her hair streaming in the
fresh breeze that is blowing over the
Nouthern Seas. over which she is gazing.
In the background, faintly outlined, is
seen Mount Egmont's snowy, tapering
peak. With her right hana New Zealand
points across the sea. on which a steames
is conveying her tidings of goodwill to
all the nations of the earth. Her left
hand pointing earthwards, grasps a ca-
duceus, Mercury's winged rcd entwined
by two serpents. the symbol of swift com
municatiorr and commerce. ‘Thus is indi-
cated the despateh of her mails by land
and sea. The globe behind her typities
the world-wide extent of her correspon-
dence. In aribbon above are the words
“ New Zealand,” in une below “ Universal
Postage. ”  The value, ““ one pennv. "
appears in a broad band at thefoot. The
stamp is bordered by ornamental scrolls.
while each top corner is occupied by a
cirele enclosing a six-pointed star.

KINCS AND QUEENS OF ENGLAND.

First William, the Norman
i then William, his son.
Henry, Stephen. and Henry,
then Richard and John.
Next Henr{v the Third.
Edwards one, two and three:
And again. after Richard,
three Henry's we see.
Two Edwards. third Richard,
if rightly I guess:
Two Henrys, rixth Edward.
Queen Mary, Queen Bess.
Then Jamnie. the Scotchman,
then Charles whom they slew.
Yet received witer Cromwell
another Charles too.
Next James called the Second
ascended the throne:
Then good Williain and Mary
together came on:
Anne, Georges four, and
fourth William don..,

Beloved Queen Victoria, then
Edward the Seventh in 1801.
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QUERY AND REPLY COLUMN.

Ruy P. Concord—The Ocean Post
Office to which you refer must be the one
in the Magellan Straits, which has done
duty for years. It consistsofa small cask
which iy chained to the rocks of the ex-
treme cape in the straits, opposite Tierra
del Fuego.

Each passing ship sends a boat to open
the cask and take the letters out and
place others in it. The post office is self
acting, and is under the protection of all
the navies of all nations, and at last ac-
counts there was not a single case to
report in which any abuse of the privi-
lege it affords had taken place.

C. L. Elgin.—It is hardly correct to
call the two cent purple Canada envelope
of 1898-99 an error. This envelope was
issued in the regular way at the time
when the ordinary two cent postage
stamp-was printed in purple, but await-
ing the exhaustion of the old two cent in
ereen, was not immediately supplied to
postmasters.

Tt must be borne in mind that the two
cent envelope wasprimarily intended, and
in fact -was seldom used in any other way
than for drop letters in the cities of the
Dominion.

A few hundreds only of the purple
envelopes had been sent out when the
new two cent letter rate took effect in
Canada, and in accordance with the Pos-
tal Union agreement the two cent postage
stammp and envelope were afterwards,
printed in_red instead of purple. As
but a smoll quantity of the purple enve-
lopes fell into the hands of the public
they are not easily picked up to-day, and
specimens are therefore quoted high.

J. R. Como.—All the plates, dies, ete.,
of Newfoundland stamps, of the issues of
1866 to 1896, in possession of the American
Bank Note Co., of New York, were des-
troyed about this time last year. Among
the plates were the Sc¢ pink, 1% brown,
13c orange a1d e blue. As the plates
in possession of the British American
Bank Note Com})any, of Montréal weré
destroyed several months before and also
the glates of the Cabots, there will be no
further reprints of Newfoundland.

Stamp Sheet. 6%

S. B. Cono.—We helicve the following
to be a complete list of the Calonies of Great

Britain which have issued stamps bearing
a portrait of Queen Victoria.

Bahamas, Bermuda, Bechuanaland Pro-
tectorate, British Honduras, Canada, Cey-
lon, Cyprus, Falkland Islands, Iiji Islands,
Gambia, Gibraltar, Gold Coast, Gienada,
Hong Kong, India, Jamaica, Lagos, Lee-
ward Islands, Malta, Natal, Newtoundland,
New Sonth Wales, Niger Coast, Queensland,
St. Lucia, St. Vincent, Seychelles, Sierra
L.eone, South Australia, Straits Settlements,
Tasmania, Trinidad, Victoria and Western,
Australia.

Alithe atove still issue stamps, but in the
following Colonies, special stamps, are no
longer used:—Antigua, British Columbia
and Vancouver Islands, Dominica, Heligo-
land, Yonian Island, Montserrat, Nevis.
New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Ed-
ward Island and St. Kitts.

Six Colonies—Barhados Mauritius, Turk’s
Tslands, Labuan, Transvaal and New Zea-
land—have at one period or another issued
stamps bearing Queen Victoria’s portrait,
but no longer do so.

ON THE DEATH OF THE QUEEN.

Come Britons come and with me mourn
QOur widowed Queen’s demise,

Our Empire’ Queen who in her temb
So silently now lies.

Your heartfelt mourning robes put on.
With them the soul adorn,

Thus for her will we grieve as one
The chief of women born.

A noble type of womanhood,
With virtuous thoughts refined
Drawn from the fountain of all good
Deep in the heart enshrined.

The wisdom which does life prolong
Was bountifully given,

Which led her safely all along
The path that reaches heaven.

Within its sacred portals, we
BRelieve she liveth there,

And with the saints eternally
Eternal joy shall share.

‘CHARLES BENTLEY, Quebec:



OTTAWA NOTES.

The letter ecarriers of Canada have
addressed a petition to the Postmaster
General, setting forth that the cost of
living has increased sinee the inaugura-
tion of the free delivery system in 1874,
and asking for an increase of 20 per cent
in their pay.  They begin at $360 a year
and work up to $600. The increase asked
for would bring the maxim..n to $720.
The hours of labor are from B to 10 per
dav. This agitation has been started at
different times during a period of some
vears past, but the prospects for an in-
crease in salaries are considered to be
better now than before.

Robbess broke into the Hull Post Office
on the night of the 27th ult. and cither
took away or tore up all the letters they
could lay their hands on which were sup-
posed to contain money and ransacked
the place generally. The safe was left
untouched. An entrance was effected in
the back of the building by breaking
open a shutter. The authorities believe
that they are on the track of the culprits.
The latter, very foolishly for themselves.
have passed in Hull several of Mr. Gil-
mour's orders taken from the Post Office
and the police hope to be abl: by these
tosecure the robbers. Shortly before noon
on the following day, Chief Genest had a
young man arrested on the caarge of
breaking into the Post Office.  Several
letters and chagues were found on his

crson. The prisoner is well known in

ull and comes of a very respectable
family, for which mnuch sywpathy is felt.

POSTAL REFORM.

The postal revenue of Canada has now
fully recovered from the effects of the
reduction of the foreign and domestic
letter rates. In 1898-7 before the acci-
dental drop from three to two cents the
revenue was $3,202,938. The Jubileestamp
speculations swelled the receipts of 1897-8
to $3,627,809, but in 1898-9 they dropped
to $8,198,777, um'}‘(;: the :tx;lﬂuenoe of
cheaper postage. is gave the pro;
of pogteallr)glo;%ea temporary cbecE, wgich
has, however, been quite overcome by
the results of the past year. The receipts
for 1900 reached $3,205,586 and may be
considered normal. There is still a defioit,
which amounts for the past year to $562-
479, bt it 18 a deficit to which we have
long been accustomed and, in spite of
cheaper pos is smaller than the
shortage of ,540 showr by the ac-
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counts for 1896, The ‘‘accident” by
which the two cent rate was secured is
still quite familinr to the public. The
Postmaster General decided one fine
morning that he would do a good stroke
of business for the flag. and, perthaps, for
the party too, by reducing the rate on
letters between Canada and the Empire
from five cents a half ounce to two cents
No he darhed off a proelamation, begin-
ingz with his famous ** I Williamn Mulock,”
which decreed and brought the change
the change into effeet.  Noon afterwards
he discovered that the matter was regu-
lated by international treaty, and that
the rates cannot be changed by a mere
proclamation from 1, William Mulock.”
By following carefully the instracetions of
those who knew the law the Postmaster-
Gieneral was able eventually to bring the
change into.effect, and a very good one
it was. He soon discovered that however
much the people of Canada might like to
communicate cheaply wich New Zealan«(.
they were far more aniious for cheap
postage between the different parts of
their own country. The absurdity of
charging only two cents for a letter
going ten thousand miles and three cents
for one carried five miles forced the
P. M. G. to another reform, namely,
the extension of the two cent rate to
Canada. He did not, however, see any
reason why such a reduction should he
made on letters going to the United Ntates
until it was pointed out that under the
law the domestic rate in both countries is
also the rate that must prevail between
them. Thus the third step in the reform
of the pestal rates was taken, unwillingly
it may be, but iiretrievably beyvond a
doubt. Thanks to this chapter of acci-
dents postage was cheapened, and as the
figures show the public treasury is now
as well off as it would be if the old rates
still prevailed. Like a true reformer, the
Postmaster-General is now looking for
other worlds to conquer. He is inquiring
into the proposed rural free delivery, by
means of which the peripatetic post office
will pass every farm in the country at
stated intervals, delivering and collecting
mail matter. The idea is an attractive
one, and as it is being utilized in the
United States with success we may soon
witness its introduction into Canada.
The Postmaster-General is certainly en-
terprising. The results of his ventures so
far ought to encourage him to make
further reforms.

Quebdec Chronicle.
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WHAT IS A POST LETTER?

A very important legal point of interest
to all who are in any way interested in the
working and efficiency of the post office,
war raised at the preiuninary trial on the
26th ult. before Judge Chauveau of a
Quehec letter carrier named Trepanier ac-
cused of robbing the mails.

The cluarge against the prisoner, read as
follows :— “ Accused of having stolen a
post letter with the su.n of $4.50 enclosed
in it. the property of the Postmaster-
General.”

The prisoner’s Attorney, Mr. Lane,
claimed .

1. *“ ‘That the letter in question was not
a letter :

2. “ That it was not a letter entrusted to
the post.”

In support of thege two points, the Attor-
ney for accused quoted many definitions
of a post letier. among others the definition
found in the Revised Statutes of Canada,
Vol. 1, Ch. 35, Art. 2, Sec. 1, that says:

*“The expression * poet letter” means
any letter transmittcd or deposited in any
post office to be transneitted by the st or
deliverad through the post, or deposited in
any letter box put up anywhere under the
authority of the Postmaster-General, to he
transmitted ~~ delivered through the post ;
and a letter s all be deemed a post letter
from the time of s being so deposited or
delivered at a post uffice, to the time of its
being delivered to the person to whom it is
sddregded; and a aclivery to any person
authorized to roceive letters for the post,
shall be deemed a delivery at the post
oftice ; and a delivery of any letter or any
other mailable matter at the house or
office of the person to whom the letter is
addressed, or to him or hisservant or agent,
o1 other person considere.. to be authorized
to recvived the letter or other mailable
matter, according to the usual manner of
delivering that person’s letters. shall be a
delivery to the person addressed.”

Congequently, so that & dccument be
a post letter, it has te he mailed 2nd trans-
mitted through the post. It is a commu-
nication sent from one party to another,
It can be a businers letter, commercial
letter. friendly letter, etc.

Did the document taken by Trepanier
answer these dispositions required hy the
Code to constitute a * post letter”? No.
It was simply a document plsced in an
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envelope. It had been forged in the post
office. Supposed persons were created and
their names atuached to the said docur.ent.
It boie the post mark of Murray Day post
office. and a stamp, once used, was made
use of, 80 as to gnive the fictitious letter all
the appeai.nces of a post letter. Hence
the supposed letter in question was not a
pose letter, but only a document pliced in
# bundle of letters to try the honenty of
the accured.

Sinice there was no letter, the accused
could not he sentenced to stand his trial
for naving cstolen a post letter, when no
such letter ever existed.

In support of the stand thus taken, Mr.
Lane quoted many cases of a similar strain
amoty others, Regina va. Rathbone, Regina
vs. Young, and Regina vs. Gardner. The
first mentioned. Regina vs. Rathbone is
analogous to the present case.

Rathbone was suspected of having stolcn
letters out of the bag and keeping them.
The post office officizls invented a letter
and placed a marked sovereign in it.  The
letter was deopped in with the lettera that
Rathbone had to deliver. The letter dis-
appeared and the marked sovereign was
found in Rathbone’s possession. Two acea-
sations were bronght against him: one of
having, stolen a post letter, and the other
niinor offence of stealing & sovireign.
Fitteen English Judges declared tuat the
first accu~ation could not be maintained,
becruge the ficatious letter wag noi a * post
letter.” The gist of the otfence being that
a letter should be posted in the ordinary
way, utherwise the letter seni was not a
post letter.

The otb-. coses quoted by Mr. Lane
were of tn,e saime nature, all showing that
the prisaner couw! not be condemned tor
stealing a post letter and of thus violating
the Pustal Laws

Mr. L.. Brunet, on behalf of the Crown,
contended that it made no difference wne-
ther the letter was a postal .etter or not;
the facts were there to speak for themsel-
ves. The prisoner had the intention of
breaking the law.

The defendant’s Attorney, replied. in
this cuse then, that Trepanier would have
to be accused of stealing $1.50 and not of
breaking the Postal Liw. I answer tothe
Crowl’s contention that it made no ditle-
rence, Mr Lane made tha case clear bv
the following illustration: A man burns
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a shed, and for this is accuged of muorder.

1 the accusation of murder s allowed 10

stand when it should be an accusation of
burning a shed, the result would be that
the prisoner wonld stand his trial in a case
wherein he was lable to he haneed, while
in the case of an accusation for setting fire
to a shed, simple imprisonment . would
tollow, 1t convicted.

Soat s in Trepaniers case. Irthe pre-
sent acensation s mantained, and he s
sent to stand his tial tor bieaking the
Postal Law instead of stealing £4250, the
restit will be that instead of being eon-
demned tor a few months, he would be
liable to imprisonment for hife.

Judgment wasreserved and stibgequently
it was decided to make the ease a reseive
one for the full Court of King’s Bench in
February.

READER | This sample copy of the
STAMP SHEET is sent you in the hope
that you will become a subscriber. If
not interested in stamps collecting your-
self, will you kindly hand it to a friend
who is.
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AND

HINTON'S HINTS

ON
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CANADA STAMP COMPANY,

592 John Street, QUEBEC. Canada.

CAMERA USERS
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OVER THE WORLD.

The * Photo-Exchange Bulletin” is the
Lowest Priced eaclusively Photographic
Monthly in the world.  Tarticulars free
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F. R. ARCHIBALD,
Box 6. Rock Creek, Ohio.

“THE EXCHANGE
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A. H. DINGWALL,
Ambawelia, Weston-Super-Mare,
ALsO

5, Orange Grove, Bath.

RICHARD R. BROWN,
Keyprt N.J.. U.RA,
Large Whaolesale Consiynments

wanted.

THE CANADA STAMP SHEET,
25cts. a Year.
592 JOHN STREET,
QUEBEC.

J. ROTTMAN,
Wholesale Stamp Dealor.
Rianco Americanc, Guuteanala
C.A.

Who'esa’e Guat-mala Provisionals
Cuh.

EUGEN RICHTMANN,
RN

Agrippastrasse, Cologaoe,
Germany
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THC bANTOG STAMP CO
Dealers (n English,

35, Alwyne Villas, London,
England.
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Le PHILATSLISTE PARISIEN
25, Avenue d’Orleans— Paris,
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C. DASCALAKIS & CO.
Memberof International Dealer’s
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Athens, Greece.
Stamy s Greeee and Crete,

W. H. ROBINSON,
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Stamps.
Swan Hill, Brisbane, Queensland.
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WM. ACKLAND,
Dealer iz Aust. ar” Fireign Stamps.

162, Elizabe'h St, Melbourne,
Australia.

Wholesale (Carh 1'arceix Desired.

H. O. MARIMIAN,
66, Bou'evard Pasteur, 66,
Paris, France.
PERSIA. Price List Free.

J. S. ROE,
Foreigr Ntamp Imparter,
Halesworth, Suffolk.
Wholesale, Retail on Approval.

OTTO WEISMANN,
Erport, Impaort.

Rotterdam., Holland.

.\‘peclalhy: Holland & Coloniee.

JOHN JAMES COATES,
Wholesale Importer.

38. Weilmeadow koad,
Hither Green. Lor.on, S.E.

Fiscals and Levenues Bought.

PEARCE & STAMFORD,
Stamp Dealers.
7, Katherine Street, Croydon.

APPRLVAL BZOKS,
CLLCNIALS, REFERENCES.

Mc CAUSLAN TURNER & CO..

95. Batls Street. Glasgow,

Wholesale Dealers. List Fres,

THE CANADA STAMP Co.
Albusn Publishers,
592, John Street,
Quebec, Canada.
Canadian. Revenve. Ponugt Sunpc

T. K. HINTON 1.P.U.. APA.
Wholesale and Retail.
Established 18R
S. Pauiton Square, Cheisen.
Londen. S. W.



