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DEVOTED TO PRONUNCIATION AND AMENDED SPELING.

Vor.11,2.

'oroNTO, CANADA, April, 1897.

NE® 52,

FIRST LINE OF ADVANCE.
AMENDED (OR REVIZED) SPELING.

As a first stage, the question is how far
we shud progress with likelihood that the
Public wil agree—agreement manifested
by the Pres (an arbiter nearly absolute)
accepting, and a good-natured, indifrent
Public permiting, as it permited % dropt
from musick, trafick, etc., erlier in this
century.

Now, a law of mecanics is “Motion is in
direction of least resistance.” We shud
move so too if the direction is aproved by
valid reasons. “Be sure yu'’r right, then
go ahed,” said Davey Crocket. Whether
a step is right or not depends on itsagree-
ment with establisht Principls of Orthog-
rafy, which it is not time now to elucidate.
Sufice it to say that Omisions ar accepted
more redily than Changes. Omisionsand
Changes compose nearly all reform. Drop-
ing leters manifestly superfluos meets
favor: as Tennyson (a prominent acter in
gpeling reform circls) says :—

«“That man 's the true conservative
Who lops the withered branch away.”

In these pages we first take the curent
Speling, but, when two or more forms ar
in use, select the simpler, if at all author-
ized, (as adz, plow, wagon, program, rime,
ax, wo, favor) and then ar guided by these
Principls (Shal we call them Rules?):—

Owir (foneticaly) useles leters;

Cuanae (if sounded so) d to ¢, and ph or
gh to f; let -er denote agent-nouns; as in
telegraft, flurisht, laf, governer, solictter.

The resultant difers from establisht Spel-
ing in many word-forms, and so is calld
Amended Speling. It is red as redily as
establisht Speling, producing minimum of
resistance or friction, litl likely to alarm
prejudice or provoke oposition inany one
at all inclined to amelioration. It may be
calld Revized Speling, becaus analogos to
the Revized Version of Scripture,in mak-
ing which revizers, not to awake bigotry
or disturb wont, kept even too close tothe
Authorized Version.

GRADES OF LETERS.

Our preceding issue had 4 misprints in
which e was not corected to e, viz., “en-
curagement” for encuragement on page 1,
“done” for done, “spel for spel, on page 2,
and “fuler” for fuler, on p.3. In some
unintentional way a few o’s, a form uzed
by March, Vickroy, Knudsen, Larison and
others, got into the e-box. Now, e is so
like e that few readers wud note the dif-
rence until atention was directed. Slight
difrences ar les markt in printers’“proof”
than in ful impresion becaus ofn dul and
blurd and so escape corection. This ex-
emplifies the conclusion that e shud not
be uzed with e. Indeed,c and e ar ofn
confounded—an argument for rejecting ¢
and retaining k. Corespondents rite us
about Prof. “Victor” when we certnly put
“Vietor” (see p.2of number51,) which but
servs to show that in legibility c is of low
grade. If to the pair ce, we ad eeand ec,
then likelihood of eror is multiplied by 3.
Ten years ago a report was made on legi-
bility of leters (epitomized in Science for
5th Feb., 1886.) We quote:—

«Mr J. Cattell has recently publisht in ‘Mind’
the results of studis upon brain and eye inertia.
Some alfabets ar harder to see than others, and

difrent leters of the same alfabet ar not equaly
legibl. It seems probabl that two varietis of let-
ers, capital and small, is more of hurt than help
to eye and brain. Ornaments on leters hinder:
consequently German type is injurios Simpler
geometric forms areasiest tosee. Lines must not’
be too thin. We judge from thik lines: it is dout-
ful whether it is best to uze thin and thik lines
in prins. From all these considerations it apears
that we hav not improved on Roman leters.”

In the Augustan age, capital forms only
wer uzed. From inscriptions we no that
lines wer of equal thiknes, thus:—

DE! LEGIBVS OBSEQVAMVR

These leters ar now ofn ca:ld “blok let-
ers” by painters and others. They ar con-
siderd very legibl. As to modern leters:

“Certn leters wer uzualy red corectly, others
wer nzualy misred or not seen at all. Out of a
gseries having each leter repeated 270 times, W
w18 seen 241 times, F only 63 times. Order of leg-
ib lity: WZMDHEKNXAYOGLQISCTRPBVFUJE.
Certn leters, as & and C, ar hard to recognize in

themselvs; others ar mistaken for leters similar
inform,as O and Q.”
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Oculists comonly uze sets of “blok let-
ers” of difrent sizes to test vision for dis-
tance. Capitals alone with some figures
ar uzed. The foloing pairs ar ofn mistak-
en:—CG, OC, OG, BR, BE, EF, PF, YT,
85, A4, 0Q, GQ, CQ, KE,KR, KB, ER, 83,
I1, OD, and 2 is calld a. T and J ar much
alike, and this makes mistakes especialy
in script. J is ofn omited for this reason,
as from Euclid’s figures, etc. Now, if O
is put in the alfabet,these pairs wil be in-
creast in number by 00, 0C, OG, 6Q, OQ.
O, apart from O, is not distinctiv, and is
without caracter except so far as it boros
it from O. Greek has both O and ©, but
@ is a consonant, and is fairly distinct in
its capital form; its lower-case form is 6,
redily distinguisht from o. Further,

“Our entire alfabet and orthog. need recasting.
[Speling does not deserv to be calld orthografy.]
In modifying present leters, or introducing new
forms, simplicity and distinctnes must be so’t.

“The small leters show similar difrence of leg-
ibility. Out of 100 trials, & was red 87 times, s on-
1y 28 times. Order of distinctnes is: dkmqhbpwu
1jtvzrofnaxyeiges.”

Notice that e and c ar among the last.
If e be aded, it wil be very low, and wil
degrade o with itself. Again, the smaller
the size of type the more objectionabl—it
is simply impracticabl in small sizes.

We conclude that © and e ar very poor
alfabetic symbols. This is not givn dog-
maticaly, but with others’ and our reasons
after trial since 1883. “Prove all things,
hold fast that which is good;” test evry-
thing, adopt the best.

OBITUARY:—SIR ISAAC PITMAN.

During the last few years many noble workers
among us hav fallen.
+ATo ELLIs, WHITNEY,
.. |FrickE, HiLL, GRA-
¥ IHAM, and KNUDSENis
_:now aded PITMAN—
_48irIsaac Pitman,who
“iwas worthily knight-
‘ed in 1894, and who
* 'shedluster on knight-
. hood, was born, 4th
Jan., 1813, at Trow-
_bridge, ten miles east
" ;of Bath, Eng., where
‘he died, 22d Jan. last.
1Askt, in 1892, in what
ay his admirers cud
ibest mark his reach-
ng 80 years, as was
~“done for FRICKE not
very long before, he
anserd by teling them to formn a “Speling Leeg.”
This was done, Prof. Max Mueller being presi-
dent, himself taking the activ duties of secretary.
To the last, he was Aj:x in fight against th: cit-
adel of irregular speling, Hektor in defens of a
beter way, tho from his years he shud rather hav
been Nestor in counsel. His life was very actiyv,
being at his desk at 6 a. m., until sumer of 1894,
when dropsy of legs, apt to acompany hart dis-
eas, warnd to moderation in work. On partial re-
covery, he gave up his main work, pubiishing a
weekly shorthand jurnal and shorthand books,
to his two sons, but projected ‘‘The Speler,” an
eight-page monthly, publisht regularly for 1895,

1896, and even Jan., 1597. It wasin a revized Spel'
ing with old leters only. In Sept. last, weaknes,
shorthes of breth, without pain, trubid much—
sympto:ns due t» dropsy in the trunk. He kept
on woiking, however, by a clerk’s help, dictating
a note to us on 18th Jan. By his wil, Lis reiains
wer cremated at Woking on «8th Jan. The elec-
tro-type cut givs his features in later years. For
it we ar indeted to Mr Howard of the Phonografic
Magazine, Cincinnati. Reed's biografy givs fuler
details of his career. X

His old-leter alfabet was much like Ellis’ Glosie
after which it seems to hav been modeld. From
1843 he had almost daily corespoudence with El-
lis, the “1847 Alfabet” resultin -, Ellis insisting on
more than 12 vowel-symbols, Pitinan unwilingly
yielding to Ellis who suplied funds. From then
til 1850 great expens was incurd in cuting punch-
es, casting ful fonts of type. and equipmnent. The
“Fonetik Nuz” was publisht weekly. When it
faild, Pitman returnd to his 12-vowel-scale, that
of his shorthand, the same as we employ. From
it he did not depart again. In 1850 he publisht &
fonetic edition of the Bible. Other bouks folod.
Later, he made two importunt changes in his al-
fabet: 1st, difthongs ar speld outinsted of having
singl signs; 2nd, uzing Roman or continental val-
ues for vowels. In 1881 some change in symbols
was made, leaving a 12-vowel and 24-consonant
alfabet, unchanged since, in which the Niu Tes-
tament was printed in 1892.

We shal not soon hav hislike, Mayhis kindly,
activ spirit animate us. Let his exampl spur us
on to renewd activity and untiring zeal: then, we
may say with Campbell, in “Hallowed Ground:”

“But strew his ashes to the wind
Whosesword or voice has served mankind—
And is he dead whose glorious mind

Lifts thine on high?—
To live in hearts we leave behind
Is not to die.”

NEWS NOTES.

—An articl by Mr B. E. Smith, managing editer
of the Century Dictionary, apears in the Forum
for Nov. last, on the Future of Speling Reform.
It shud be red and studid by all our readers. Be-
sides blows delt existing speling, he argues that
eforts of reformers shud be limited to geting im-
provement tantamount only to Amended Speling
or therabhout.

—Mr Geo. D. Broomell, Chicago, recently red a
paper before the Anthropologic Society there on
“Economic Aspects of Speling.” Keformd speling
secures econoly in space, time, and expens of
riting and publishing books by droping silentlet-
ers. The child wud lern to read logicaly, in les
time, and its drudgery wud be plesure. Itisefort
like Mr B's which bro’t about genral acnoledge-
ment by thinkers that speling needs mending.
Keep the ball roling.

—Prof. Hempl is making a study of American-
English. British-Englishand Australian-English
ar, thanks to Ellis for his lomgand indefatigabl
labors, somewhat known, but Irish-English and
American-English ar yet without careful study.
Hempl's articl on the latter in the Chautauquan
for Jan., 1896, is interesting. To get evidence on
certn uzages, he is colecting from all over U. 5.
and Canadaansers to about 100 questions. Those
interested shud aply to him at'95 E. University
Av., Ann Arbor, Mich,, for his question-circular,
and send him their ansers.

ConrecTION.—The Maitre Phonetique
(monthly, 3 francs a y'r, 11 route de Font-
enai, Bourg-la-Reine, Seine, France) says:

“The HERALD says, ‘the Maitre Phonetique is
an a,qmt.zl polyglot, but in cologuial speech only,
not in its vocabulary, ur standard, dictionary
forms'—not quite corect. We print the forms of
speech that contributers sen«:if any of them wil
uze none but ‘vocabulary’ forms, we shal print
them, as long as our alfaubet alone is uzed.”
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CORESPONDENCE,

{We ar not responsibl for corespondents’ views.

subjects of genral interest only ar inserited. For

reply, enclose 3 cents postage, 5 ceuts to Europ.]
ALMOST PERFECTION,

SIr,—I consider yur system perfection
except b looks too much like a. Uze it
insted of 6 for awe and 0 or o for ‘long 0.’
U in wp has more afinity with a than u,
and shud hav been represented by & Uze
k solely for that sound, thus liberating ¢
for {and q for p. I see no need of new
leters, except perhaps p and d for th and
dh. Why dont yu uze p? All sounds in
the language can be represented by pres-
ent consonants and accented vowels
which evry printer has.

Selly Oak, Eng. E. A. PHIPSON,

[The vowel in noris related to awe. The
former, o, uterd with increast tension, o',
folod by a second haf with relaxation, o~ ,
compose 0, combining both—important.
U in up is derived mostly from » and o, of
both of which it is sugestiv. Even when
from o, as in come, o was an u-sound says
historic fonology. In Orthograty thisshud
be recognized, and v does the work beter
than anything els yet proposed. Murray
and Amer. Dialect Soc’y uze ¢in up from
Sanskrit and Oriental analogy; Ellis uzed
o as we do,and v for® o is beter adapted
to Occidental uzage. So, we uze o in Or-
thoepy and Fonetics: u wil be confined to
Orthografy. Orthoepy and Orthografy ar
not convertibl terms: considering them so
isa greatstumbling-blok for over 50 years.
Any set of signs may be uzed in the form-
er as long as symbols ar consistent w/th
themselvs: in Orthografy respect must be
paid to Aistoric use of signs, els we pre-
cipitate wildest confusion. Historicaly ¢
= k,q = Hebrew koph, or has been much
uzed in transliterating it or similar gutur-
al. Puting ¢ =(, q = p, is misuse of old
symbols. We uze p in Orthoepy. Itisan
open question whether or not it too shud
be restored ;—-a poor leter not haf as much
needed as 0, for which dh may be uzed as
alternativ if required.—EDITER.]

ANOTHER VIEW.

Sir,—I do not agree as to proper lines
of advance. I aprove lines of Me:tre Fon-
etik—adopting a complete alfabet, leaving
evry one to pronounce, therfore tospel,as
he pleases. Ther is no use of reform un-
les on some sound principl. The only true
principl is the fonetic; but in a fonetic
system ther cannot be uniformity of spel-
ing til ther is uniformity of speech. Ther
is nothing of the kind now even among ed-
ucated peopl. Yu pronounce fuir with a
long vowel similar to @ in act, to me un-
plesant. Yu make no difrence between a
in aboutand « in act, to me widely difrent.

That in about is to me the same as in up
except in stres. Compare London, undone,
fungus, succumb. Yu uze e in learn and
ell, and v in #p and world. In my pronun-
ciation the vowels in learn and world hav
same sound, difrent from both that in el
and up. Yu uze iu in purity, iU in duty
[after Murray.] To me they ar the same,
and, not i but, y. [Yes,coloquialy.] Yu
analyze long i into ai, and difthong ou into au.
With me the first element of long i in like, quite,
ice, and the fi st element in souih, house, couch,
is u (that is, 8] in up.

Ther may come in future a standard to which
we both shal bow. Now ther is not. The only
way to reach one is to provide an instrument by
which difrences may be exprest, namely, a fonet-
ic alfabet with distinct signs for all recognized
simpl sounds in use,leaving evryone free to pron-
ounce andspel as he pleases, the samesound rep-
resented by the same sign in evry case, whether
simpl or difthongal. It confuses to hav two signs
for one sound, as ¢ and k.

The vowels I think it necesary to distinguish,
whether we like their employment in any partic-
ular word or not, ar: English vowels in eel, ill,
ale, ell, err, ain ago, up, act, are, all, on, old, put,
rule; English consonants: w, p, b, m, f, v, th in
thin. th in then, t, d, n, 1, red, err, s, z, show, mea-
sure, k, g, sing,h, ye. If we wish to ad enuf signs
for Scotch, German and French besides, we wil
require: vowels, leur, ¢ux, mann, homme, une,
guid; consonants, w in zwei, ich, ach, g in tage;
and French nasals in fin, un, on, en. Ther may
be aded signs for length and accent, (:) for the for-
mer, and (') as in Paleeotype for the latter.

In a word, eforts of reformers shud be to per-
fect an alfabet and nothing els. With consensus
of opinion on these, the rest wud folo, and pron-
unciation may,as it must, be left to itself. Mean-
time, the uniformnity in riting secured by the old
speling shud not be sacrificed.

The steps necesary ar: first, to determin sounds
that must be represented; then, to decide which
of these ar to be represented by which old leters;
last, what new signs ar to be adopted.

Montreal. ARCH, McGoUN, JUN'R.

[We leav it to our readers with an explanation:
Pro tem., we folo Webster’s International as to
fair, care, etc. Before a vowel, i becomes y, (and
u, w) in coloquial as a rule, as in celestial, Daniel,
opinion. Thisis true of French (as in dernier)
and most other tungs ritn in Roman caracters.
We conserv a good and a widely establisht rule.
For learn, up world, we say lorn, ep, werld, just
as Mr M. does. We sink our own pronunciation
and preferences (the personal equation) for ‘lern,
up, wurld,'—good eclectic Orthografy. Theory
(or Fonetics)and Practice (an Orthografy for pop-
ular use) shud not be confounded. In Theory, we
shal uze a larger alfabet than Mr M. wud. But
(in words of S. R, A. buletin, publisht in HERALD,
vol. i, page 136) *“No language has ever had, or is
likely to hav, a perfect alfabet: and in changing
and amending the mode of riting a language al-
redy long ritn, regard must necesarily be had to
what is practicaly posibl quiteas muchastowhat
is inherently desirabl.” DrMax Mueller On Spel-
ling, publisht 21 yearsago, went over allthis with
a master's hand. We respect and tolo (so far as
they agree) him and both Sp. Ref'm Aso'nssince.
Wheatly, 30 years ago, (Trans. Phil’c Society, 1867)
said: “The Fonetic party defeat their own object
by demanding too much. Their treatment of
English is so ruf that they hav found no genral
favor. It wud be suficient to change wordsin
which corect pronunciation is manifestly difrent
from speling, but they wud go farther than this
and change evry word"” Our corespondent is a
fonetician first; but not only, we hope. Fonetics,
acoustics and filology contribute to orthografy;
just as sfer ¢ trigonometrv, calculus and astron-
omy contribute to navigation.—EDITER.]
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TRIAL CORNER.] :
SOKRATES’ PRGR.
Grant, o Olimpian godz suprim!
Not mai wish, and not mat drim;
Grant mr nider gold dat shainz,
Nor rudi coper in 8e mainz,
Nor pau'r tu wild de tairant’s rod
And br a ful, and stm a god,
Nor presios rob wid jueld frinj
Splendid wid s1-born purpl tinj,
Nor silken vest on dauni pilo,
Nor hamok hard on hiving bilo;
But giv ol gudli thingz dat by
Gud for de hpl and best for mu1.
Mai thots ar fulish, blaind and crud;
Pau pnli npest hwat iz gud. .
—dJ. 8. Blackie.

NOTES ON WORDS.

Sokrates.—The fashon of uzing k insted
of ¢ in Greek names is seting in, exampl
being givn by some historians, as Grote,
Freeman, Schmitz. The latter says (in
Preface to History of Greece) :—

“As Greek has no ¢, Greek k has been retaind;

and ins:ed of Latin -us, I hav givn Greek -os. 1t
wud, however, be mere pedantry rigorosly to aply
the same rule to all proper names, for in case of
some the Roman form, either in its entirety or in
abridged shape, has almost become part of Eng-
lish iiself.”
Uzing ¢ before a consonant or a, o, or u,
makes no great difrence; but betore e, i,
or y, it leads to fals pronunciation: as in
Thucydides, Phocis, Cynoscephale. Cil-
icia, Greek Kiltkia, we hav herd calld ofn
s%lil*s- Anglicized pron. of Sokrates is
sok'ra.ttz, while the Greek was sp-kra-tes-
Which shud prevail?

Prayer.—It is tho’t beter to distinguish
prayer, one who prays, from prayr,a peti-
tion. In acord with this, the former be-
comes “preer” in Orthografv; the latter,
“prar”—a gain in distinctiv definitnes as
wel as in brevity and indicating pronun-
ciation: count 3 for Orthografy in compar-
ison with old-fashond Speling.

Grant.—This word is one of a large clas
pronounced in two ways: Ist, grent, with
the vowel in man, of which ther artwo or
three varietis; 2nd, grant, with a, but com-
only les openthan in ak! Worcester says
it is “intermediat” between 2 and a. For

this reason it seems best to uze a for both

in Orthografy.

In Orthog., then, a is admitedly equivocal,
just as Murray in this clas of cases uzes a
symbol #avowedly ambiguos,™

Oh! O, al! ¢h? wye, an.—Establisht Spel-
ing apears right in indicating by A in O4!

In Orthoepy,stil moure in
Pure Fonetics, unequivocal signs ar uzed.

ah! eh? the post-aspirat herd after the
vowel. Itis not herd after O, the vocativ,
uzed in adressing, as, O King. Itshud be
D, not uzing a capital, unnecesary in this
as in Ok! Adye, meaning ever, is pronoun-
ced e;while #y, meaning yes, is ai, torime
with my. So, we conclude that in a new
Orthografy, these six words shud. be ph!
o, ah! eh? e, ai.

God, rod, not, what, copper.—These words
ar most comonly pronounced god, rod, not,
hwot, cop~r in thisthe region of the Great
Lakes. In other districts, and here too,
they ar givn with o in no», and God as god.
Prof. Max Miller, On Spelling, says:—

“Archbishop Trench wud be right in twiting fo-

netic reformers with sanctioning two spelings for
the same word.

“I cud mention the names of three Bishops,one
of whom pronounced the word God like Gawd,
another like rod, a third lik gad. The las pro-
nunciation wud probably be condemd by evry-
body, but the other two wud remain, sanciiond,
by tre highest authority, and therfore retaind.

“So far, Iadinis that ..xchb. Trench has pointed
out a real dificulty inherent in fonetic riting.”
The 3 pronunc’ns mentiond ar probably
gdd, god, god, o being one sound of the a-
group. A 4th, gnd, prevails in Scotland,
where they call the church “8°hus~
Gop:d” When the Pres insists on “Fixt
Speling,” and scolars like Trench twit us
on sanctioning two forms, it is high time
that we agree on one for each word.

Power.—This word is “pauer” in Orthog-
rafy, but the meter requires “pau’r.”

KEY:— I—AM/NDED SPELING.
Its extent is givn in this issue, first page.
II—ORTHOGRAFY.
aaeeaeiy o 06 pUuUuuat

as in at art ell ale ill eel nor gnawer noup putdo
ask err not lawn

b3, in thy, is restored Anglo-Saxon crost d.
A fuler list of key-words is on p. 4, n* 51.
III—oRTHOEPY.

Primary (or “long”) vowels: 1, &, a, 8, v, U.
Sccondary (or “short”) “ i, e, w®, 0, 0, 3, WL
Tertiary (or “obscure”) ¢« i e 8 2 a o o u
calld weak, faint, rudimentary, theovetic.
© as in man; 0 is mid-bak a to low-bak-
close a, as in ox, not; q, e, ¢, i, 10, 6,n,0,
1, 0, as before; o is mid-neutral, asin wp-
per, ap-er; [, hushy 3, vision ; by thigh ; 1, sing.
'[] denotes over-stres in preceding sylabl.
A medium-stres “

J o« under-stres
%] “ holding
IV—VONETICS.
*This wil be developt later.

X3
" 13

sound.
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