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1Ol TIIE GANADIAN CASKET.
THE RIVALS.

"Phe fortunes of war had made them
competitors at the shrine of Mars, in
times of national hostility ; and return-
ing peace yevived that rivalry at the
shrineof Cupid. ‘The brand of devas-
1ation was superceded by the torch of
love; thesoldier’s ferocity had melted
into the tenderness of the suitor; the
weapons of death and the splendor of
martial cquipage were laid _as:de for
music, poetry and the decorations of the
toilet.  Each followed the dictates of
capriccin forming his plan of attack
upon the fair citadel of a virgin heart,
though almost equally ignorant of the
worth of that prize and the effcetual
means of making the conquest.

Young Clare hiad long been known
and csteemed by the connexions of

Saroline May ; their personal acquaint.
ance had been more intimate than
Tengthy, thogh lessso than it mighthave
been bad not his modesty equalled his
merit; and though they knew sonie-
thing of each vthersreal characters, yet
Clare unjustly believed Caroline too
suuch under the infiuence of fashiona-
ble vanity : which, though he despised
in a map, it seemed necessary to com-
ply with, ratherthan Jack in those at-
wractions borrowed by his gaudv com-
petitor.  Arnold, the other rival, was
«omparatively a stranger in the neigh-
borhood, having recently settled in this
country which a few years before he
had visited in the characterof a marau-
der—but let us turn to that period.

< We will breakfast in little York,
dine at Kingston and sup at Montreal,?
said the American commander, taunt-
ingly, as hie gave orders at midnight
for crossing the Niagara, that indeli-
ble line of Nature evidently designed
{or the boundary of two Tingdoms.
“We will breakfast at liti*s-York?—
ah! but they stopped at the balf-way
house for supper, and supped tco on
sorrow. In drawing up this nice bill
of cntertainments, the valor of our Ca-
nadian pioneers had not been taken in-
1o the account ; but their unlooked for
and obstinateresistance so impeded the

march, of the insurgents that night
overtook them within' twenty miles of
where they decamped eighteen hours
previous.

Other circumstances than the resis-
tance which they oughtto have ex-
pected, retarded the movemens of the
invading cerps.  Avarice and insub-
ordination hung like dead weights on
the designs of those inflated Icaders,
who with more ecxperience and pru-
dence mignt have anticipated the haz-
ards to which they would have been
exposed even with the most disciplin-
ed soldiers. As it was, too many of
their followers broke all restraint, and
disgraced their country and her cause
by disobedience, desertion and plunder.
Such are the degrading effects of war.
The man of tolerable principles, in a
well regulated society and under the
restraints of civil law, too often loses
all reserve in the camp, and satisfies
his real or imaginary wants by acts at
which men of true virtue would blush
And wmany of their brottersin arms
did blush, while their officers remon-
strated, when subalterns and privaes
wurned aside from their country’s ser-
vice to rob the defenceless for their
own priveteaggiundizement.

Of these who fled for personal safe-
1y, at @ monents warning, and left their
unprotected habitatinn to the merey of
an enemy, the female members of Mr.
May’sfamily betook the woods, he with
his sons haviag repaired to the British
standard. Searce had Caroline reach-
aneighboring thicket, at the margin of
which she turned to contemplate the
roof that sheltered her infaney, when
half a dozen straggling soldiers, who
had outstripped the main body, made
a predatory incursioninto the house.
One of these was Arnold, our rival,
who litile thought that he invaded the
sanctuary of her for whom he wouid
one day be as ready to sacrafice lislife,
as he now was his honor for lucre. A-
mong the articles which fell to hisshare
of the pillage wasa golden breast pin
of peculiar workmanship and contain-
ing several rare gems of considerable
value. This pin was lettered with M.
C. the enitials of the maiden-nanie of
Caroline’s mother who on her death
bed put the present in herfond daugh-

ter’s bosom, where it had since veen
almost constantly worn.  Inthe hurry
of dressing, on that morning of dis-
may, the pm had been left with other
jewelsto gratify the rapucity of Arnold
and his companions.

Turning to the night scene of these
invaders, we find them, after a tedious
evening march, encamped near the
head of lake Ontario exhausted and
disheartened.  Their numbers had
dwindled away, while the opposition
of the backwoodsmen grew more for-
midable; and they now began to think
of exercising something like prudence.
Dreading that want of fidelity which
had become so manifest during the day,
every man was compelled to commit
his money and trinkets to a_common
charge during the night. This treas-
ure was deposited in a bucket and let
downin a well over which a centry
was placed. Having stationed'a piquet
guard and taken othier precautions the
camp retired to needful repose.

Atihe head of Burlington Bay may
still be seen the rains of a fort, where
werestationed a few troops at tiie {ime
of which we are writing. Intelli-
gence soon reached this fort of the near
approach and encampment of the en-
emy;and before miduight afew rep-
ulars, reinforced by voluntecers who
kept constantly pouring into the ranks,
were making aforced march tosurprise
them. ‘The Americancampwaschain-
cd in slumbers haunted by dreams of
disaster, while the tears of evening
fell on their unsheltered brows; and
the darkness of the night rendered
mare dense by heavy fog, concealed
their danger from the centries till alarm
from them wasneedless. Someof the
Americans were awoke by aheavy fire
which confirmed many of their fellow
soldiers in eternal sleep ; and those who
wereso fortunate as to survive the first
firesaved theinselves by flight without
a feint of resistance.

After the enemy weredispersed, their
camp was spoiled and the dead and
wounded respectfully disposed of, In
this rummage, the well was examined,
the bucket of treasures drawn up, and
a token of merit confered on the vol-
untcers by the distribution of its con-
tentsamong them. ‘The brest-pin feli
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to young Clare, who shouldered his
hunter’s rific on the first alarm, and
acted a conspictious part throughout
the whole afluir.  And the jewel which
had lingered in fond remembrance on
the affectionate bosom of Caroline, now
basked in pride on the martial breast
of her future admirer.

Peace had returned, as already ob-
served; Americans from the Republie
were again welcomed into Canade ; and
the tide of emigration brought Arnold
among the young men whom the great
natural resources of this country had se-
duced from that home for which many
of them had but recently been in arms.

At this period Caroline was spending
her vocation with connexions in the
neighborhood of the Clares, where
Arnold had settled. Miss May soon
gamed the admiration of the circle in
whicls her friends figured ; and beiny
very much her own counsellor, it ap-
peared no great error to play a little of
the coquette, especially where so at-
tractive a beau as the gay Americun
stranger attempted to cross a plain
young man of whose modest merit she
was not insensible. Thus,by holding
out hopes to both, she was amused for
some time by observing how an increa-
sing attention to fashion to gayety on
the part of the latter, and a gradual
conquest over his natural effrontory
and insensibility on the part of the for-
wer, more and more assimulated the
rivals.

With mortification, Arnold marked
the growing confidence of his compet-
itor, the unwounted grace with which
he began to make his addresses at the
fashionable parties, and the attentions
which Caroline would often return.
Clare on the other hand, saw his better
feelings aped by one whom he knew to
be acuing under the mask ; and a mutu-
al jealousy between them coutinued to
ripen into rancour which was not long
in finding a pretext to display itself.

One eveningat aball, the breast-pin
was playfully plucked from the bosom
that wore it by right of conquest, by a
young lady in whose hands it was ex-
posedto the serutiny of Arnold who im-
mediately recognized it. He pretended
to have derived it Trom a source that
endeared it to him by tender associa-
tions,and demanded its immediate res-
titution in terms not much cslculated
to forward his wishes. Clare hesitated
and this hastened thecrisis. 'Fhe next
day he reecived a note from the claim-
ant, purporting that as he retained the
jewel as a trophy of valour, he should
prove that valour by an equal combat
vrstand eonvicted of cowardice. The
bearer of this note was avthorised to
waks the arrangements.

The American side of the Niagara
was chosenforthe seenc of that tragedy
which the rivals had asreed to act; and
though Clare coneealed from his own
fanily the motive for which he took
temporary leave of them, yet ox part-
ing with Caroline he could not refrain
from telling her that this might prove
his last adieu. Iler importumity pre-
vailed upon him to disclose what was
pending, aud her curiosity was gratifi-
ed by an inspection of its cause, which
had before escaped her notice. She
immediately identificd it with that jow-
el the loss of which had cost her so
much regret, and it needed no other ar-
gument to convincelier that the feelings
by which her lovers were actuated in
their present rivalry were as different
as the motives from which they had act-
ed in thefield. Arnold now stood con-
victed of baseness that degraded him
beneath the regard of a man of honor
ar a woman of sense, and here the ri-
valry cnded. Sornuia.

BIORBAPEIT,

“Tho proper study of mackind i wman.”?

FOR TIIE CASKRET.

CAPTAIN BRANT.

‘We know of no individual in Up-
per Canada whose heroic deeds and
chivalrous acts in life would fill a
petter space in history than the late

| Capt. Brant, chief of the Six Nations.

His history is connected with some of
the most important cvents of the Ame-
rican Revolution—he wasa warmsup-
porter of the couse of his King and
country. ‘There are many incidents,
conneeted with that eventful struggle
in which Capt. Brant bore a distin-
guished part, that would be highly in-
teresting to the public. At the close of
the war, he emigrated, with the Nations
over whom he was chief, to thus coun-
try. Hishigh standing in life had but
few equals and his name perhaps stands
unrivalled amongst the Nations of A-
merica. Noble and inagnanimous, he
was generous to his enemies in war;
and possessing a well cultivated mind,
his company in private was inviting
to all. Capt. Brant visited England,
where he was invited to the highest
circles, all of whom were delighted
with his keen discernment and pene-
trating judgment. Itis surprising that
no cawpetent writer should undertake
to compile a work on his life, which
would be sought after with avidity, as
it would not owe its interest to fiction
but real fact.

We should be happy to sec announe-
ed the forth coming of a work of the
kivd.—~Cemmunicated.

BRI BEC AL,

a8 Morabity s the science of human lifs, gy
Histary may bo defived to be mwrality taught by
example,” ’

PRIMATIVE RUSSIAN ASSEMBLIES,

When Catharme Alexowna  was
made et i« of Russia, the women
were in an actual state of bondage:
bnt she undertook to introduce mixed
assemblies, as in ather parts of Europe;
shealtered the womens’® dress, by sub-
stituting the fashions of England ; in-
stead of furs, she brought in the use of
taffeta and damask, and coronets and
commodes, instead of caps of sable:
the women found themselves nolonger
shut up in separate apartments, but saw
company and visited each other, and
were present at every entertainment.
But as the laws to this effect were di-
rected to a savage people, it isamusing
enough to sce the manner in which the
ordinancesran. Assemblies were quite
unkuown among them: the Czarina
was satisfied with intreducing them,
for she feund i impossible to render
them politc; an ordinance was there-
fore published according to their no-
tionsof breeding. It is asfollows:

1st. The person at whose honse the
assembly is kept; shall signify the
same by hanging outa bill, or by giv-
ing some other public notice, by way
of advertisemens, to persons of both
sexes.

2nd. The asssembly shall not be
open sooner than 4 or 5 o’clock in the
afternoon, nor continue longer than 16
at night.

3d. The master of the house shall
not be obliged to meet his guests, or
conduct them out, or keep their com-
pany; but, though he is exempt from
all this, he is to find them chairs, can-
dles, and all other necessarics that com-
pany may ask for; he is likewise to
provide them with cards, dice, and ev-
ery necessary for gaming.

4th. There shall be no fixed hour
for coming or going away ; itiscnough
fora person toappear in the asscmbly.

5th. Every onec shall be free to sit,
walk or game as he pleases; nor shall
any oncgo about to hinder him, or
take exceptions at what he does, upon
pain of emptying the great eagle (a
pint bowl full of brandy ;) it shall like-
wise be sufiicient, at entering or retir-
ing, to salute the company.

6th. Persons of distinetion, noble-
men, supetior officers, merchants, and
tradesmen of note, head workmen, es-
pecially carpenters, and persons em-
ployed in chancery, are to have liberty
to enter the assemblies, as likewise
their wives and children.

7th. A particular placeshall be as-

1 siened the footmen, except those of tho
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house, that there may be room cnoug}x
in the apartments designed for the as-
sembly.
oeﬂth.y No ladies are to get drunk,
upon any pretence whatsoever, hor
shallgentlemen be drunk before nine.

9th. Ladies who playat forfeitures,
questions and commands, &e. shall not
be riotous : no gentleman shall attempt
to force a kiss; no gentleman shall
strike 1 womanin tlw_:xsscmbly, under
puin of future exclusion. '

Such were the statutes upon this oc-
casion; which, in their very appear-
ance, carry an air of ridicule and sat-
ire; but politcness must enter every
country by degrees, and these rulesre-
semble the breeding of a clown—awk-
ward but sincere.

WASSELDHANIT S
~Vauwous that the mind of desultory maun,
sStudious of change and pleas™d with novelty,
May be indulged.”

FOR TIFE CASKET.

BACHELOR'S HALL TO LET.

‘Though sensible that the only way
of aischarging our debts for parenial
eare, is to pay themn over to posterity
in maintaining the strongest bond of
society—I had scttled a resolution to
incur the charge of ingratitude and
opena bachclor’s hall. 'This purpose
did not result from any disrelish for
conjugal happiness, but rather f{rom
the conviction that 1 could never prove
a successful gallant.

“None but the brave deserve the fair;”
and with all the ardor of my feelings
there was blended a kind of sheepish
restraint, which clung to me like a bur
and resisted every attempt at the cxe-
cution of those insinuating advances
which my imagination had reduced to
a perfeet theory. I could never brook
the shadow of a sneer; and yet it is
doing too much violence to nature for
belles to suppress their risibility, when
a timid beau looks cmbarrassed, bites
Ins finger nails, stubs his toc on the
threshold, or takes a chair attoo res-
pectful a distance.

During three ycars probation asa
Celebs in scarch of a wife, all my
purposes with the fair had either been
overdone or left undone; and as there
scemed nothing left for me but to put
my reluctant projeet into immediate
execution, I gave orders to my agent
who has fitted up the hall accordingly.
But just at this crisis, chance aifored
me a demonstration that gave all my
preconceptions’of single blessedness
the lic.

Presently after the holidays, accident
led me, for the first time, into the do-
micile of a practical old hachelor.

i The occupant, who looked young for

forty, had been oneof the earliest mer-
chants of the country and enjoyced a
cousiderable monopoly at two hundred
per cent; was forinerly a cluse appli-
cant to business, and had consequently
accumulated an immense fortune. It
was whispered that he had once hesi-
tated between women and wine, but
in consequence ol an unfortunate af-
fair of love, had abandoned the former
and entered wsto cluser intiimacy with
the latler. Several ycars had elapsed
since he retired from business to this
solitude, enlivened only by an old
male servant, and yct his purpose re-
mained resvlute.

I looked round the premises for that
charm which bound the bachelor and
his wealth in so narrow ashell, but all
was loneliness and decay. ‘The man-
gled skeleton of luxury, scattcied over
the hally seemed only calculated to
haunt its tenant with recollections of
happier days. "The costly furniture
wore 2 mask of dust concealing its
quality, and a rich Persian carpet was
indebted te the same disguise for a
sackcloth aspect; a bed composed of
the richest materials was littered with
pateels of receipts, obligations and oth-
er mercantile papets, wardrobe and
drowsy Kittens; the mahoganiy dining
table was spread with coun:ing-room
appendages, a writing desk with plates,
knives and forks, and the same topsy-
turvy order prevaded all. The walls
were covered with fishing-rods and
game bags, pictures, maps and time-
p.eces, fowling-pieces and rifles, pow-
derhorns, buck horns and dried vege-
tables, gridirons and other eulinary
atticles; and the ceiling was clad in
a drapery of overlaid cobwebs, groan-
ing under louds of anatomized flies,
which bore ainple testimony that the
cunuing fabricators had met with no
sweeping exceptions to their patron’s
hospueality.  Heirlooms and remnants
of inerchandize jumbled together in
every corner, all seemed to languish
for the interference of female taste and
industry, and pushed me to the sudden
determiation of renting my unopencd
hall to some fortunate husband, in
whose fawmily I would beecome a con-
stant boarder.

While contemplating the scene, my
eye feli on the new calendar which
had just been posted conspicuously
overa large mirror. One lineon the
titlepage, assisted by the sickeniug
spectacle of this hall, dissuaded me
from my purpose of celibacy and lured
meinto one more hope from a new
expedient.  “ Being bissextile or Leap
Year,” it occurred to me that there
would now be no impropriety in fe-

eI
male gallantry ; and having some con:
fidence in the old adage—

There’s ne’er a Jack but hasa Jiila

If ono won't theotl or will,
I determined to lny my case before the
fuir, through the press, and advertise
for a wife. It is ncedless to describe
my person or my choice—every mad-
am within wooing distance has'doubt-
less become so familiar with my gait
that 1 should be detected even under a
mask. As .0 notious of beauty tem-
per and acquirements, the best des-
criptions are personal; and all cards
or visiters will receive respectful at-
tention from ONE.

Niagara, February, 1832,

Porus SAVED BY 1118 ELEPHANT.—
King Porus, in 2 battle with Alexander
the Great, being severely wounded, fell
from the back of the elephant. The
Macedonian soldiers supposing him
dead, pushed forward, in order to des-
poil him of his rich cloathing and ac-
coutrements ; but the faithful clephant
standing over the body of his master,
holédly repelled every one who dared
toapproach, and while the enemy stooll
at bay, took thebleeding Porus up with
his trunk, and placed him again on his
back. The troops of Porus came by
this time to hisrelief, and the king was
saved ; but the elephant died of the
wounds which it had received in the
heroic defence of its master.

Pripe.—Diogencs being at Olym-
pia, saw atthat celebrated festival some
young men of Rhodes, rrayed most
magnificently. Smiling, he exclaimed,
“Thisis pride.” Afterwards meeting
with some Lacedemonians in a mean
and sordid dress, he said, “and this al
so is pride.”?

Pourru.—During the progress of
the excavations in the “Casa del Fan-
ni,” on the 24th of October last, alarge
painting in mosaic, of extraordinary
beauty, was discovered. It is about
sixteen feet eight inchesin height ; and
the human figures which it depicts, are
half the size of life. The King of Na-
ples wentto inspect it in company with
his sisters, and expressed himself in the
highest degree delighted with the ac-
quisition of so splendid a specimen of
ancientart.

Speaking of the goods of life, Sir
William 'Temple says-—the greatest
pleasurc of this life is Love—the great-
est treasure isContentment—the great-
est possession is Health--the greatest
case is Sleep--the greatest medicineis
a true Friend.
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FERA: IAWRTANSH
iiVhat canuot Artand Industry pertoras,
Where science plains the progress of their toil?
They swile at penury, discaseand storms; .
At oceany from thewr wng ity monnds recoil.”

I'OR THE CASKET.
PERPETUAL MOTION.
(A Vew Theory.)

Considering the clearly demonstrated
Jaws of motion, by which we know that
the momentum of a body can ouly be pro-
portionate to the force by which it is pnt
in motion, and that this motion must meet
with continual resistance from surrounding
obstacles, it is surprising that any onc ac-
quainted with the rudiments of Natural
Philosop.y—much more any Christian—
should ever so far credit the practicability
of perpetual motion in machinery as toat-
tempt its demonstration; for to succeed,
wauld bo to cmulate that skill by which
the Almighty carries on the great move-
snents of Nature. I have not seen the ab-
snedity of this speculation better illustrated
than in the shrewd remark, -that, ‘‘when
& man could contrive to lift himself by
pulling at the waist of his breeches, he
tnight have a perpetual motion.””  Yet de-
luded theorists have spent years in the
scarch of principles by which a machine
may not only retain its impulse, but oven
possess a kind of creative power which
shall producc force to excellerate its own
movements and impel other machinery. 1
¢hall not here attempt a deseription of the
ingenious models which I have scen con-
structed upon thew plabs; bat mevely, w-
stead, start a theory of my own, which I
will apply-to a mode! that may be suffi-
ciently deseribed without a diagram,

Admit, first, maguetic attraction in a
pacuum, or without the influence of the
atmosphere--but as the means of ascertain-
ing this fuct are not convenient, I must as-
sume my first position upon conjecture--
and here, already, Lincur one of the hazards
inseparable from such projects.  Next, ad-
it that a body of steel may be supported
by the attraction of a proportionate mass of
Joadstone; so that placed below the mag-
net, at a certain distance, it will be drawn
into immediate coutact; Jower, it will full
hv theattraction of gravitation; and that
S(')me\\'herc hetween these two extremes,
it will be exactly balunced—-but tlen,
whether the increased magnetism, Ly con-
stant exposure, would not draw the steel
from its bulance, is anviler obstacle to tho
confidence I might otherwise put iu my
theory. Third, admit that the cun ihuear
motionof the planets, consequently of any
body, is naturally perpetual where that mo-
tion meets no resistance.  Now let us sup-
pose ainute stecl globe, (as that form is
best adapted to motion,) which is tumove
within thesphere of a glass druny, known
iu preamatic zpparatus by the name of a

!

receiver, "The top of this receiver is 1o
centain a quantity of lvidstoue fiom which
another magnet will be suspended by a
thiead, the length of swhich must corres-
pond with the imaginary plane where the
steel globe would be balanced.  'Lhis mag-
nel must possess suflicient attraction to ba-
lanee 2 certain degree of resistance at the
distance of the receiver’s radins,  The
steel globe must then be made to perform
its circuit round a plano supposed to pass
from the circum{urence of the glass drum
through thismagnet,  The tendancy of the
aelube to fly off on a tangent, when revolv-
ing round the receiver at a certain degree
of velocity, acting ns a centrifugal furce,
will be resisted or balanced by the attrac-
tion of the magnet, acting as a centripetal
force. This globe is to be put in motion by
a spring, fived in the drum, which m« be
let off by a valve placed in 1 tube of mer-
cury which will vise by taking off the pres-
surc of theatmosphere, ‘Then, the mnchine
may be put in motion by placing the receiv.
er on an air-pump and rendering it a vaeu-
um. Now, as this ball. when put in mo-
tion, meets no resistance from friction, gra-
vitationand the atmosphere, I see no rea-
son why it should not be at least as near
an approach to perpotual motion as any
other plan that has come within my knowl-
edge. The theory I believe te be new—
but after all, it remains to be tested by cv-
periment; and as the vacuum will be im-
perfect, und the proportion and adjuctment
of the model require the greatest accuracy,
srome bungler, perhaps, will tinker it up in
siach a crazy manner, that I shall be ri-
diculed as a visionary theorist and indiscrcet
innovater, SPrcvLATOR,
MNSISFAN S B

TPhe soft amneament of the varant mmd.

YOR TUHE CASKLT,
GENIUS AND TALENT.
Genins, Iconcieve to be an innate mental

l
|
|

ol greatness and originality no man cin
< anprehend. A daringimpetuosity of de-
termmation, an obstinate eonfidence in itg
own lufty puwers make it viride but with
aniucreased vividness and opprossive splen.
dorand reliance in itself from opposition
and irritation.  Ii is, when compared with
ordiunry minds, asa fiery-truined comnet,
amid the myraids of twinkling stars in the
midnight secneof’ the heaveus—it blazes
upon us with astounding splondour  for
awhile: and leaves us as soon, between tha
points of” admiration and doultfulness ot
its reality, to contempiitte its powers, ad-
mire its carcer, and sigh for its loss. Gh
frailty of sublunary things !

Tv isditficult at first sight, to draw the
distingnishing line between Genius and
Talent. Tam aware that they are frequent-
ly taken as the same power or quality, ot
perhaps inudvertantly represented as such.
Such a doctrincis, however, not just or ten-
able.  Tivery one, upon consideration, will
perceive a manifest difference between
them. ‘That they are both gifts of nature
Ido not deny: and in my opinion talent
(which some say is attainable by every cne
by study and ohseivation,) is not to be
construed in the senso of learning and
knowledge, which cvery one Iadmit can
attain, but consists in superior fuculties
of the mind, in less noble qualifications
than Genius.  Knowledge or erudition is
not talent, bnt merely an adornment of it.
T'de most learned men are not always men
of talent ; and again the man of but commeon
cdacation is frequently a man of talent—
and yet this man of talent is not 2 man of
genius. Men of talent are, comparatively
with men of genius, abundant, but with
men of learning searce,  There is a talent
for eloquence, a talent for painting, atalent
for music, and a talent for poetry. "The
masters of all the above sciences and facul-
ties of mind may be men of talent. A po-
ct may be a man of talent and not a man
of genius: as mstances take Pope, Cowper,

superiority—a sublime and original facuity
of the soul, or peculiar temperument of the |
wind--rendering its possessor a being of
cuperior order tn the rest of mankiud, a
at the same time burdening him wi
weahnuesses almost incompatible to its na-

rd !
th many . §

Addison, and Sir Walrer Scott, as Pocts
of talent; yet no one will say that every
man ean be a Pope or an Addison; and
yet Pope Addicon or Scott i3 not an ari-
rinal genius, or man of true genus.

Thus T think you can say, talent is not

ture and otherw ise sublime qualities, Gen- | attainable by every one, nor is it synony-

ius, as observed in most gret men, has al-
ways bedn accompanied with acertiin de-
arce ofteerniricity wnd ineaplicabie incun-
sistency. Its powers, cfficts and particu-
Lar tendeuey have commonly vasiad in all
v hon it has adorned.  Itis always how-
ever, noted for 2 loftiness of corception,
quickness ot apiness in perception, and a
wonderful capability and penetration of
inind, in arguing upo~ wost subjects. A
contanplation of nature swells its powers
to a é~zzling admiration and its cbutlitions

mous with knowledze or learning. The
i gveat Michuel Angeio perhaps and the mo-
dern musieal genius Pagannini may be cal-
lrd men of genius in the apartments of
painting & music; yet every painter or mn-
'sician who maybe a man ¢” talent would
tstrive in vain for the mastery of such ori-
" ginal characiers.  What man ever had the
fire of the immortal Homer—his boldness
of thought, justness of conception, admira-
ble invention and philosophie views 2 Whe
jthe intensity of thought and chusteness of



naumor so conspicuous in Milton's works 1
1lis mind graped, in its reneh, at ideas and
Geures wo shudder to behold. So .exp:n.nd-
d is view jelty his mind.
ed were his views amd mighty :
In Shakspearo what a command of lan-
guage wo scc—]mnwlcdgq of l.\uman nil-
ture, uncqualled and original nlens.].mn
Byron again wosce 8 gontus of adi gr;
ent turn--a myamrious spiritnot contentec
with a knowledge of the preseut world, but
Tonging to pry into the shades of futurity
o0 . v
and unknown existences. }‘ o see him in
his true character when buried in tha soli-
tude of his contcmplnllon-.—h:umhcd from
the noise of tho world, his.ldc:m rang over
the visiblo creation s.and with a ll.mxkcrmg
and doubtful curiosity, hesits in judgment
on the illusory creations of his own fancy.
There was something very original and ec-
centric about Byron. ‘The policy of Scott
was just whenhe gave up the field of poet-
ryto such a powerful mind. Scott wrote
for fame; Byron to oppose tho the literary
world and ridicule its infesiority. Freedom
from restraint genius must have----it can-
not be confined. Mark this trait in the
boldest of spirits, Buonaparte, an undoubt-
cd genius. I cannot pass over tho great
Noewton whose intensity of thought was
never equalled, or grazof mind cxcelled

by any onc. 4]”0 BRITON.
VAP RIAL EILTOBY.

«Alt are but parts of that stuperdous whole,
Whosebody Noture is, and God the soul.”

FOR THE CASKET.
THE NORTH AMERICAN WEASLE.
This most diminutive though not least
admirable, of the feline species is oncof the
rarest amumnals of the country; and, on ae-
count of its activity, 1s seldom scen, though
possessed of a most daring spirit, which
seems almost to disregard the approach of
man. Its boldness appears to result from
instinctive consciousness of its ability to
escape in the lust extremity, for there is
nothing of stupor or listlessness in its con-
stitution--hence the old adage, “‘eatch a
weasle asleep.”®  The weasle of this coun-
try is something larger than the red squir-
ril, though very differently proportioned,
heing naturally longer, and capable of ex-
tending its spine about one fourth in the
Tength of the body. ‘This tenseness facili-
tates its habits, asit is thereby enabled to
pnrsuc smaller animals into their holes and
to gorge without inconvenience. It sub-
sists principally upon animal food, 1f not
wholly carnivorous, and its voraeity is al-
most incredible. It aims at the jugular
vain, with the aceuracy of a practised an-
atomist, and revels on the blood of 1ts vic-
tim. Thave heard the brown and white
weasle spolen of; but thisis an erroneous
impression taken from thecircumstance of
itscolour changing with the scason. In
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summer it is of'a dark brown, atd in win.
tor white, with the exception of & broken

linc of' brown running along the back and

on the tip of the tail. 'When irritated it

amils » pungent foted odour, at other times
hardly perceptible. The skin is said to
contain strong medical virtue, and is pre-
served by some with great care. A minut-
or zoography of thisanimal would doubt-
less be highly interesting, asit is of an ox-
tremely eccentric disposition; but the a-
bove sketch contains all the features that I
have been enabled to draw from ordinary
ohservation.

T'he following reminiscenco of my boy-
hood may serve to illustrate the character
of this littlo animal, and I thereforo pen it
as much for my own amusement as for tho
instruction of others. An old weaslo had
long baen a welcome occupant of iny fath-
er's dwelling and outhouses, to the no
small annoyance of the mice, rats,and oth-
er predatory intruders. In the necessary
revolutions of the wood-house and corn-
barn, I have frequently found a litter of
young rats, with their dam, murdered in
the nest, where the merciless assassin had
drank the vital flood, and left them with
their throats cut, the monuments of his im-
partial cruclty. . In one of his eccentr-
cities, this old domestic turned traitor-to
the cause of his patron, and awakened in
me reasonable apprehensionsthat his trans-
actions among the poultry were dishonour-
ahle. Eggsbegan to bo broken wnd partly
devoured, and several chickens were found
with their necks horribly wounded. This
skirmishing, ussisted by his native boldness,
soon gave him confidence to wage un ax-
terminating warfare against the whole
cackling generation, without respect toage
or sex——eventhe venerable Chanticleer was
irreverently butchered in his sentry-box,
At length one winter evening, tho male
members of our fumily' were summoned
from the fire side by cries of consternation
in the hen-roost.  On arriving at the scene,
we found the weasle clinging like a leech
to the the throat of a vigorous young cock
which made desperate resistance, while the
arena was strewed with several dead fow!l
and others complaining sadly of sore throats.
As the weasle persisted, he was a fair mark
to strilie at; and one of our company, hav-
ing procureda coice club, made several
passes at the rioter, but he eluded them with
the celerity of thought, though scemingly
buried in his debauch when the club re-
ceived its impulse.  Nuthing could imduce
hin to desist more than a few minutes,
when he aguin returned to Lis vietim, The
fowls weie all romoved, except one badly
wounded, which was left as a bajt. I
then placed this invaiid near a crevice
through which the weasle had seyaral times
cscaped; and on the side of approach, sct

asmall steel-trap, and rotired. Afer 8
short time I returned to the spot and found
thelittle gormandizer still appnrontly gorg-
ing on the fowl, thongh he oxhibited signs
of rostlessness and irritation. On closar
observation, I found him fust in the jaws
of the trap which firmly hugged the body a
little behind tho middle. I attempted to
tako uptho trap, but he would turn suddenly
upon my hand till withdrawn, when he
would again fusten upon the fowl; which,
at length, I look up by the legs, raising the
trap and weasle by his teeth, and in this
manner transported him to the placo of
execution, Axator Natura.

_THE CASERIY.

Devoted to Select ‘Tales, Sketches from Biography,
Natural and Civil fistory, Poctry, Anecdates,
the Arts, Essays, and Iuteresting Miscellany.

JONY GLADWIN, BDITOR.
HAMILTON, FEBRUARY 35,1833,

The Bow.—There is still something ex-
prossive in this gesture, notwithsianding
the mere formality to which fashion has
reduced it—and who that has the polite-
ness to exchango a score of them through
every day's occurrences, has not learned
to interpret the various bows which one
mects? Suppose the patrons of the Cas-
ket attend to a few hints on this subject,
preparatory to the bow with which they
are about to be saluted.

Ceremonious bowing becomes ridicu-
lous or disgusting in proportion 1o its
abuse ; and therefore those formal bipeds
in flexible cravals, who go nodding about
like a brood of snipes, ought rot to feel
chagrin because their civility is not al-
ways reciprocated; for discerning gentle~
men, who prop their chins with patent
leather stocks and their waists with
whalebone and buckram, find it irksome
to ape all this ductility at the expense of
» 80 much resistance. Yot even such emp-

ty bows afford a polite hint on the force
of habit. ‘

Flattary is the agent of self-interest,
and its insinuant congee is more imposing
than that of mere lislless babit, because
it has a desigu—yet who cannot sce in
the studied gracefulness of this action,
some ingidious scheme as nicely digested 2

As genuine reverence excitesthe purest
encrgies of the goul, so it may the best
faculties of the body ; aud the reverential
tow is sometimnes as gracefully sublime
as its mental coucomitant, Yet that pa-
thos incompatible with self-possession, is
oftener accompanied by cinbarrassment
which becomes more -obvious as respect
approaches to veneration. \Who does not
luve the homely courtesy of rustic simpli-
city, and the fluttering cemplaisance of
unsullied youth ? An awkward obeisance
possesses the most intrinsic grace, be-
cause it is least susceptive of hypocrisy.
Here ladies is & clue to the intentions of
your suitors.

Do mortals hang their heads under hea-
vy qispensations {  Wanting -humility,,
such is the bow of servile subrmission”
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yot who can cower ta an appressor withs
out affording a pantomime hiut at the re-
eistanco of a latent spirit which would
saoner break than bend 7

Then there is the nod of command and
the nod of assent, the repulsive nod and
the nad of invitation—in short, one
might collect a volume of peculiarities,
oot forgetting those unaffected bows
which readors naturally drop over long
wordy articles interspersed with remote
unconnected thoughts.

But lest even variety should grow tedi-
ous, omit the sest and conclude with ono
of the ball room gruces, the seraping bow
of faghion, At this Babel of ceremouy
the silent language of Nature would fain
bo confoundcd—yet in this perversion,
who but detecta that littloness of soul
which can be hampered by rales of eti-
quatte on all occasions?

Under the predicament of mere fashion-
nble vbeisance comes the bow editoriul—
a circumstanco which ought to render
the usage avoidable, only for its being an
old fashion. But there is sometliing so
irreverent in discarding customs and opin-
ions which our grandfathers and great
gmndmoxhera, ten generations back, have
held in veneration, that an editor who
should step upon the stage without sub-
Jeeling his buskin (or rather slipper,) to
the scrape of editorial etiquette, would
incur not only the hiss but the charge of
downright infidelity. * Bow !"— Pro-
logue!’ would intarrupt the astounded
actor, as he attompted to proceed with
the drama.

Aud since editorial howing is not free
from the restraints of rule, he who pros
sunes lo innovate does so at the peril of
his character. The scouige ol criticism
is always in reserve for the wayward nos
vice who ventares to deviate froin the old
formula, or who unfortunately blunders
in the act of imitation. Now, therefore,
gensible of a kinpd of stiffnecked inal’lity
10 pleasc all in the performance of an un-
sceustoined grace, we ure half inclined to
show a good will by some specious apolo-
gy, rather than hazard an awkward at-
wmpt.  Suppose—in escuse—a little of
the discerning gentleman.  But an editor
in stays would be a new hyperbole, and
rou incredible considering the habits of
men of letters. ‘There is no getting rouvnd
thig knotty points

Well, thien, here is nod for nod to those
who bow because they acquired tho babit
ut schaol—to the sycophant, heve is a
ow, a smile and a volume of the Caskiet,
for which he will pleasc pay the publisher
ten shillings—to superiors wo bow with
teeling reverence, wishing loyal subjects
19 those who role wisely, and plentiful
Larvest to those who plough diligently—
tn contributors and correspondents we re-
peatthe severential bow, and hope for a
heiter -acquaintance—t(o the counceited
dandy we scrope with supreme conse«
quence—to the critic we shrug up the
shoulders, and submit on condition of his
sparing the rod.

" But though critics should sneeringly re-
mazk, o There is indeed * something ex

pressive in this gesture,” by which the
blockhenad has exposed himselfin the out-
set”'—though neithor ‘¢ pity” nor * conw
tempt” should * protect” the Casket and
its editor from their brand of disgrace—
who will admire such an aclhievemnent
against a periodicnl assuming to be no
more than an *‘incentive for calling up
the energies and developing the {acultios
of the youth of our own country 7" Lot
them recur to the prospectus ot this little
work, for by that chart the editor will be
guided, while he hopes to sail prosperous.
ly and harmouiously upon huiling terms
with a Foyager of higher pretensions.
The future editor of the Casketis content
to be esteemed *a snupper of unconssions
trifles;'’ and with a wdl to wmake itas in-
toresting as such means will aumit, he re-
mains the Public’'s bumble servant,
JOHN GLADWIN.

A CARD,

Mr. Crosman improves the present oc.
casion for returning his sincere and hear-
ty thauks to these who have 8o generouss
ly aided his literary atlempt with their
pens, as he feels confident that none of
them have been influenced by “ mercena-
ry" motives, or by any other wish than to
promote litetary taste and encourage a
laudible expereriment. Though disap-
pointed in two or_three instances where
pledges were given him, Mr, C. has re-
ceived contributions from more pens than
he ever could have flattered himselt with
the bope of enlisting in so humble an en-
terprise, especially in & region where he
was told but little taleut in that line exist.
«d. He also nchnowledges the debt of
gratitude duc to editors who have given

ublicity and credit to the Casket. Itmuy
here bo proper to remark that but one dis-
approving voice has been publicly raised
against Mr. Crosman’s publication ; and
that the indiscriminate contempt exjress-
ed in that instence, showed too plainly
that the author of that censure wrote at
the re:uest of the, proprietor of arother
literary paper about to be established here,
(conclusions confirmed Dy said proprie-
tors own acknowledgments,) without
knowing enough of the “foul imposture,”
which be condemned, to point ont the ob-
noxious matter.  As the new editorial ars
rangement will not render the gifts of for-
mer congributors Jess acceptable, dMr, C.
begs a continuance of their favor, not-
withstanding the sweeping censura which
their efiusions have called down upon the
Casket in one instance. Grateful tor the
patronage of a generous public, Mr. C.
relies on a continuance of the same.

Th ugh I conld reach {rom pole to pole
And grasp the ocezn at a spau,

This would not prove a greater soul—
The mind’s the measure of the man.

It is boped that parodising the above
sentiment, for want of the origina!, will
not ** warm with red resentment the wan
cheek” of an eminent poet, who was ob-
roxious to an inference which he roprov-
ed in a similar estompuraneous cffusion.
How meny great sonls, renowned for lef.

———— . —
uness and orgmanty of conception, buvo
animated forms as remarkably ugly.

* God mend me!” once ejoculated nn
immortel bard —* Gad make anew one!™
replied anothor, surveying the deformed
author, cap-n-pie. And there have al-
ways been per-ons, of this same narrow
and vnteeling mind, rendy to tidicule the
physical deformitics of athers; while the
morul doformity of their own minds, to
those who gaw it, must have rendered
themn far more the objects of pity—not1i-
dicule—for to u truly benevolent mind pi-
ty alone can acerue from the mowl and
phyatcal defects ol others.

Unfortunately, some remark in the last
Casket secms to have alforded a pretext
for this kind of pity, and a certaiu officious
expositor has been actively endeavoring
to excite that {eeling mingled with con-
tempt, This was nuncalled for. 1t i< hoped
that all the readors of that article have
sagacily enough to detect any improper
sentiment thrown in their way. Now,
what stranger to the aggrieved did not
asperfectly understand the design of those
romarks about an editor’s ** shppers and
their appendages.” as any one cann this
town? Or who could have supposed any
personality intenced, but for an unhappy
coincidence, uniought of while writing
the article? The remarks were such as
might naturally have oceurred to the most
chaste suthor puguing thg same figre—
but had a different,tréen . ¢hosen ; had a
coat of certain disproportion been suppo-
sed, this expoundiug basybudy might,
with as much justice, have snatched it
from beneath the goose, and filted the
hump back of some modern Esop as la-
boviously. Or, hud a beaver of peculiar
dimensinus been adopted in ullegory,
some blockhead like the officious person
in question,would probably have intruded
his noddle into the hat and vowed that it
was blocked to his own measure.

‘Trusting that no one whom the shoe
might bave fitted has ever eared for itg
description we would remind othera thet
the editor and his slippers are old cronies,
and that it is his prerogativeto shape them
to his liking.

Nota Bena.—Comparatively few of our
contributars write prose, while poets ins
troduce themselves almost daily. How
is this to be accounted for 7 FPerhaps by
supposing_harmony the conductor of
thought. There are somewh. e 1o lines
affording a hint upou this subjcct, where
the poet admires the magical effect of as-
sociations:i—

Strange how associntions hook

Ideas from obhvion’s brook.
The associations of harmony suggest a
host of words corresponding in sound,
which renders rhyme easy. Then the as-
sociations between ideas and their repre-
sentatives ¢ hook” up a muiltitude of
tl.oughts from the smooth running pool of
harmonious words, as they flow over the
poet's ear while he waity for the right
one; and thos his imagination is constant-
Iy replenished with spontancous materi-
ala, from the Pierian spring, which only
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wquire judgment in their se
:::Jw ix-Jllmir arcangement.  ence, 102:
the versatility of some writers, W ho 1':’
aside to grasp at every poctic l'l!:t.lnl‘:.
without much regard to their cout (,‘l'(‘) .
Ou the other hand, the prose writet o
netrales his subject, assisted ‘hy. x.n 1l" ,
analogies; and when study und inv u}dnog
have collected bis mu(.crmls, those i e‘:}
snegost the words wl'nch only prc[slcr l(:‘
the anthor’s thoughts instead of conduc
ing them. Thus prose becomes to many
a sort of dendgery, while its rival, poelry,
is regarded as pastime Now, ifany con-
tributor doubts this theory, tet him come
down trom bis stilts, in the Poct s Corner,
and degeade his magic Yand with the pen
of prose, long enough to exposoe our soph
istey ¢ ol is he averse (0 con{endmg for u.
point, wo will cheerfully pick up ow
\love, on condition that he shall start an-
other fheory, toll a story, or write an es-
say; for at this time Prose articles are in

great request.

«Tho Forest Girl—a Canadian 'l‘ale,."
15 received.  ‘The author, it is hoped, will
contribute regularly.

RECEIPTS.
Lrrrens.—From Messrs. C. Ingersoll,
1. Mittieberger, Thomas L. Ritter, Dun-
can McGregor, E. I Campbeil.

RPOBRRY.
FOR THE CASEET,
STANZAS.
Ah! sce yon star so brightly beaming
"Phro” the western purple’s hue,

Tts golden rays so sweetly streaming
Q’er the soft, the liquid blue.

Lile the Eolian harp’s wild measure,
Gently touch’d by evening’s wind,
Tt imparts a mournful pleasure
T'o the pensive musing mind.

Yet, fleet and transient is its glory,
Like most carthly prospects vain;
Xt sinks in Ocean’s bed so hoary,

Again 1o risc, to sink again! P,

¥OR THE CASKET.
ON HHEARING THE EVENING BELL.

1t is too soon--I do not love
T'o hear so soon the solemn toll;
Tt tells how fast old T'ime can move,
How swiftly does his chariot roll.
It rells how idle T have been,
To let the hours unnumber’d fly—
ITours that shall never come again,
Hours that have sought etornity.

A few more times I'll hear thee sound,
A few more times thou’lt chide me so,
A few more times my heart rebound,
And I no more thy notes shall know.
Then thou wilt sound thy voice again,
With solemn toll—I may not hear—
And friends if such Thave, "twili pain,
While the sad requium strikes the ear,
F.W.IL E.

o o T ST

lection and l The follo wing article was so altored in

sense by «yrors n its fiest insertion, that
the shortest errata is to re-publish it entire.
It is hoped that surhoceasions, though not
likn angol's visits may be “few and far
between’—but this is the compositor’s
fault,

WRITTEN FOR THE CASRET.
TOL**#**

I write; but i my words there lies
A mystery hid from Critics’ eyes .
Yt one~-but one, of all the train
Canread aright the mystic strain,

Faintly the west horizon gleams,
Still crimson' d with the sun's last beams;
And fancy in the lingering hight
With magic visions mocks the sight.

The world rolls on apace—away
To other climes now flies the day:
Thick thro’ these pines the gloom descends,
Their lofty tops the night wind bends.

Doss there some dark unearthly power
Oppress my spirits at this hour ?
Or dimly in my startled sight,
Stands there some bold infernal sprite,
Such as the murdarer’s pillow haunt,
With blood red eyes, aud visage gaunt?

Ah no! the spell that round me throws
Its music o’er my spirit flows,
Moie softly than a flood of joy
Bursts on the soul without alloy,
When entering on a world of bliss
From the dark troubled scenes of this,

Andah ! the form my fancy views,

Is lovelier than Borealian hues,
When like fair glorious spirits of light
They flit along the verge of night,

But as the wild deer of the woods,
When sporting sear their favorite floods,
With curious eyes a moment stay
To gaze on you-~then flee away;
Sotransient L * * * isthe joy
When thoughts of you my mind employ.

As tire swift rueteor’s short liv’d light
Loaves deeper shades upon our sight;
So to my glowing fancy brought
With thy lov'd form, unask’d, unsought,
The fates appear in dark array,
And all my golden dreams betray.

Nor need I a prophetic mind
To read my destiny unkind ;
For have not thrice nine years been tried,
Has not cach rolling year replied,
‘That each bright hope but plumes its wiog,
To quicken disappointment’s sting.

Even thou, whose innate sense refin’d
With admiration filI'd my miud,
Perhaps by wayward fortune diiven,

Shalt full, (provent it gracious heaven, )
A prey to some unfeehing one,

Whom kindness smiles in vain upon :
Whose form of Lland deceptive kind
Enshrines a solfish bratish mind;

So strange the mcans the fates employ
To poison every carthly joy.

Is there a wretch whose countless crimes
Ask vengeance doubled seven times 1
Great God ! anew his nature mould
And in his opening mind unfold
Buds of sincerity—impart
‘T'o hitn a deeply feecling heart
Give every genorous impualse birth;

Place him thus form’d upon the carth,
And cro he thirty courses run

With our swift orb around the sun,

Stern justico will in pity weep,

T'o see his slighted feelinga sweep

Across the life chords of his heart;

And worso than hell's fierce pangs impart.

Mad with the scene impaticnce burns,
And reason’s wavering influence spurms.

Oh! that yon spatgled stars would fiy
In wild disorder through the sky;
And mingling tempests fiercely roll ;
And sweep the earth from cither pale.

High on some frowning rock I'd stand,
That overlook’d the groaning land;
And laugh at the destroying wind,
So like the tempest in my mind ;
Till by the furious whirlwinds caught
Thro' the fast dark’ning air I'd float,
Far in the ocean’s boiling wave,
Where not all human ar$ could save;
Oh then the tossiug deep would queach
My burning thoughts—

But truce to such ungoverned splecn;
Let me with candour view the sceno;
And let not all my hopes and fears
Lie bound within 2 fow short years.
Come, thou that ever pointing stands
To fature joys, and fairy lands.

Come, Hope, no longer gild the toys,
That cheat me with untasted joys:
Leave this strange chaos to despair,

But lead me on to scenes more fair :

For thou, I know, canst truly tell
Where truth and generous spirits dwell :
Oh! firmly nerve wy fainting heart
Thro’ joylesslife to bear my part.

Roll on then, T'ime, more swillly roll,
More swiftly urge me to thegoal;
Skake, thou, my limbs with age and pain
Since thou must make me young again ;
For the last sigh that heaves this mortal

frame,
Shell fan my spiris te a Brighter flame.
€,
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TRTARBI? GOWETRE,

* With many a flower, of birth divine,
We'll grace this little gurden spot ;

Noron it breatho a thouglt, a lhino,
Which, dying, wo would wish to blot. !

FOR THE CASKET.
ON VISITING A WATERFALL NEAR DUNDAS®
BY JASPER BERYL.

*Thou flow’st a virgin stream
With thy forest woven crown,
Aye cherish'd by the boam
The wooing sun sends down,
Encradled midst thy rocks,
No hand the axe has put
Lo do tho deed which shocks
‘Tho haunts of Nature's foot,
Unshackied yot by man,
In tho simpleness thou worest
‘When thy joy of waves begau,
Thy showy stream thou pourest,
Toits rocky bed it rushes
Into feathery clustors thrown--
As when our young love gushes
Q'er a reckless heart of stone.
The Indian’s glancing eye
As he slakes him in thy brook,
Nor the stag in tripping by
Scarcely gives thy cﬁarms alook;
Yor they stand as they have stood
‘Wkhen the sun first on thee smil’d—
'The glory of the wood,
And the music of the wild.
O'er thy waves in lands of old
A magic would be flung—
A hundred tales be told,
A hundred lays bo sung :
0Old Ossian’s harp would saint theo
As a-white hair’d maden’s haunt,—
A Roman bard would paint thee
Asa green-rob’d Naiad’s font.
‘Why joys the heart to fill
‘With tho element’s caresr,
Tiltits nervesare fix’d, and thrill
With an ecstacy of fear 17—
And why delights the soul
In the tempest’s widest crash,
In the thunder’s Joudest roll,
In the water’s wildest dagh 7—
In_the soul aro clouds that lower—~
In the heart arostorms that rack, .
‘Which may withi'ho other power
Sympathize and echo back.
‘When affection’s’cheering voicg,
On the ear all joyless {alls: .-
\Vhen the cup of pleasure, cloys,
And the tone of mausic palls;
When the works of man seem vain,
And to the wearied eye
Art’s monotdny gives pain,
*Tis to Nature then wefly :
There fays dwell in the fountains,
And spirits in the brecze,
Companions in the mountains,
And songsters in the trees;
There mental strife subsides—
There flies the feverish dream;
‘Thro’ flowers the fancy glides
Like thee, thou playfui stream;
And nameless tho' thou be,
‘The deed tome belong
‘Thug to dedicate to thee
Thy meiden weed of song.
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FUR T1E CASKET.
MORE TRUTII THAN I'OETRY.
I've drain’d the cup==I've drank tho gaul
Whereon fair bubbles floated ;
F've leanrn'd  the fallacy of all
On which I vainly doted ;
And banish'd now are Hope and Fear,
WWith all they once could "orrow —-
T'he present claims at worst a tear,
"T'he best 1s Fate's to-morrorw.
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Through distance view'd, ashills remote
Scem mounds of vellum green,

That gently riso where broozes float—
Se look’d life’s distant scene :

I chaced the reinbow phantor: down ¢
Young hills to Alps arvse—

Who climbs for science or ruown,
Mects mountains to oppose.

I'vo scen Hope's fairest paintings fadc—-
‘The ardent hopes of youth,
I've join’d the world in masquerade,
And through her mask seen Truth:
False shapes decoive in all we meet--
Ymiles beam frowm stifled malice;
Who pays the reconciling treat,
Hands poison in the chalice.

The pearls of Principle I've sought,
In bosoms deep asocean;;
Vain fisherman ! I only caught
The restless billow’s motion :
FPound wealth the magnet ot csteens ;
Self, friendship’s prime ingredient ;
Cunscience, a vane; Content, a stheme;
And Reason, an expedient.

. Tacn, shallI lovk beyond the vale,
Where schisms contend to guide me ?
8till dare another hope to hail,
While perish’d liopes deride me ?

-| Toov oft, at Superstition’s call,

I've been where phuntoms floated--
I've felt the fallacy of all

On which I vainly doted. J. G.

ATBODOEES,
“rifles light as air?

A CiusCELLOK, on cross-examining -a
witne.s. to :nd occagion to address him
with, ¢ Well my old buck, I suppose you
are one of thoz= people who do not often
go to church.” “Perheps,” said the oth-
er, “if the iruth was knuwn, 1 ah%s often
there as you are ”’ The prompthess of
the reply produced a laugh, in which the
witness very cordially joined. o Wha
makes you laugh ?” said the luwyer. s
nol every body laughipe 2" roplied the
.ther. “True,” said the man'of law, “‘but
do sou know what they are laughing a1 7"
“Why 1 think in my Wealt,” rejoined 1he
feilow, “that they take cithér-you or me
to be a fool, but I da not knaw v hich

Bunxke asp Gispoy.—Croker.in hisedi-
tion of Boswell reports a remarkiof James
Mackintosh, .whu, . on Leing guestioned
as to his upiniap of the comparitive mers
ite of Burke and Gibbon, replied thai
“Gibbon might have been cut vut ofa
corner of Bnrke's mind, without bis ever

} missingit.”?

A singnlur sort of'a man sent for a ma-
gistrate (o write kiswill.  Alter mentions
l ing a number of bequests ho went on:
teltem, 1 give and begueath to my broth-
er Zack, onc thonsand dollare.” = «“\Why,
you are not worth half that sum,” inter-
, rupted the magistrate.  *Well, no matter
{if T ain’y,” replied the other; “it's iny will
that brother Zack should have that sum,
augt’ ke may work and get it if he s @ mind
to.

A gentleman having married a lady of
the nime of Lamb, who hnd very little
beauty, buta very great fortune, was tolQ
by au awquaintance, that he would not
have taken the lamb, hud it not been for
the fl-¢ce.

Wil Sam, shall we Liave rain or snosw
about thuso limes ;' *Ob, 1 dont know,’
iceking wondrous wise, ‘butl am inelin-
¢d to think we shell have yula, orit may bo
snuw, but that wiil depoud very much on
the weathor.’

The Groenlanders suppose that thunder
is caused by two old women flapping seai
slans in the moon ; and the aurorn borea-
lis owing to the spints of their fathers
frisking at foot ball,

There is an ancient saying, that “T'ruth
liesin a weil.” May not the modorn adage
run, "The most certain charily isat a
pup.”
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AGENTS TFOR THE CASKECT.
Mosses. €. W. Whitehead, Burford ; J.
Williamson, Stoncy Creelk ; Henry Nelles,
Grimsby; H. Mittleberger, St Callarines;
John Crooks, Niagara’; W.J. Sumner,
Nelson ; J. H. VanEvery, O. W. Lverelt,
Paris; J¥. Narris, West Flamboro’; A.
Bates. Mellinglon Square ; Robert Heron,
London ; David Gillet, Norwick ; Willinm
Clay. Strectsville ; J. B. Spuagge, Credit ;
J. S Howa:d, .. A. Phelps, York : James
Buyes, Etobico; J. Willsor Hi.llwelly
Arthur WMeClean. Brockzille ; John M.
Camp, Smi'izille ; Oliver Blake, Sumcoe 5
David H. Curnali, Lower Settlement, Nor -
wick; A. 8. St. John, Dunnville ; Abel I3,
Barker, Walsingham, 'U'. B. Husband.
Guelpl ; John Gamble, Dundas; H. F.
Fay, Brantford ; Robert L. Mackenney,
Yarmouth . D. Campliell, Simcoe ; Jona-
than Burbee, St. Thomas, Phineas Var-
num IFaterloo ; Seth Keia 10 mile Creel: ;
1. G. Cliapwan, Galt; C. Ingersoll, Oz-
ord.
I 05°A few sets of the Casket, fiom No.
1, can.be furnished to subscribers who
apply immediately.
{5 Post Masters will greatly oblige us
by acting as agents.
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6 pence at the end of the year, fresof postage. A
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Western Meicury, and Canadian Wesleyan.

A. CROSMAN, Publisher,




