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Preliminary, Canadian National Anthem.
I THE CASK AS IT STANDS.

i

The Volunteer Militia of the Dominion, num­
bering nearly 44,000, officers and men, posted 
between extremes of 3000 miles, from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific, are without a much-1 iceded medium 
of communication.

It is to be regrerted that every attempt to 
establish a Military paper in Canada has failed, 
and though there are many who look upon the 
success of any present exertion to that end as 
hopeless, we should be sorry to believe that our 
country’s defenders, who have proved ever ready 
to spring to the call of duty, have yet (not spirit 
enough to support an organ devoted to their 
interests.

With their experience of the effects of the 
policy which has directed the fortunes of the 
Militia, its members do not need to be reminded, 
that an out spoken advocate of their cause is an 
urgent necessity, or that a medium for the inter­
change of ideas and opinions is much to be 
desired.

No pains will be spared to make the Cana­
dian military gazette a credit to the force, 
and a faithful exponent of their views ; it will be 
free from party influence ; being guided solely by 
a desire to advance the interests of the volunteer 
Militia.

We shall endeavour to establish relations with 
Brigade and Regimental headquarters and Secre­
taries of rifle associations, with a view to the 
better acquaintance of all sections and branches 
of the service.

It will be our aim to make the military 
gazette the most perfect record of Canadian 
Artillery Practice, also Military and Small Bore 
Shooting, leading events at British and Foreign 
Rifle Meetings will be reported.

Our weekly budget of British Army and 
Volunteers news will be valuable to the majority 
of the Canadian Militia, whose opportunities for 
requiring such news depend on a medium of se­
lection such as we propose.

The Militia (leneral Orders will be published 
in full, so as to come within the reach of all.

Our columns will be open to the Service to a 
reasonable extent, and all communications or 
suggestions will receive courteous attention.

The editorial department will be in the hands 
of an active Militia Officer of many years 
standing.

The annual subscription has been fixed at a 
rate to come within the reach of all. Two 
thousand subscribers at 'least are required to 
ensure the continued publication of the Cana­
dian military gazette. We have only to 
remind those members of the Militia and others 
in earnest for the success of our venture, that 
they should not only immediately communicate 
their intention of becoming subscribers, but should 
use ei'ery exertion to secure others.

If the necessary number intimate their 
wish to be placed on the subscription list, the 
second number of the Canadian military 
gazette will be published one month hence, to 
be continned weekly. Wc have stated the case 
plainly, as it stands. We leave the issue to the 
Militia and their friends.

( Wurth ho (J. W. WjtkthtJ, Q C-, Qunum )
God save the land we love,
Show’r blessings from above 

On Canada.
Let her fair fame extend,
Her progress never end,
In her two nations blend

Britain and France.

Each has a glorious name,
High on the roll of fame ;—

Noblesse oblige 
May we be noble too,
Noble to think and do,
All to the other true

And to our Queen.

Fast joined in heart and hand,
Proud of their goodly land

And of their Sires, 
Let all Canadians then,
Gaul, Gael, or British men,
Sing with a loud amen—

God Save the Queen.

No Militia Gazette last week.

The Baud of the 53rd Sherbrooke battalion 
won first prize in the tournament at Owl's Head. 
Four Vermont bands competed.

As soon as the table can be prepared the 
Stations of the British Army will be published in 
our journal and corrected monthly.

A flower show was recently held in one of the 
Lower Province drill sheds ; a Jocal paper re­
ports the building too small for the purpose.

It is not unlikely that die Foot-ball^teams of 
Royal Military College, the “Queen’s Own," of 
Toronto, and the “ Victorias," of Montreal, will 
contest for the honors at an early date.

One of H. M. regulars in garrison at Halifax 
writes “The 66th (volunteers) have the new hel­
met, blue with white ornaments ; they look re­
markably well, being mostly well set up men : 
the helmets are shown to advantage."

In another column will be found an interest­
ing account of the first J'alliser gun competition 
in Canada. The following are the winners in 
the competition :
Sergeant Walling......... 41 points......................... $15
Sergt.-Major Lavie.... 40 “   3
(.'apt. Price...................... 35 “   5

In our book notice we have alluded to the 
issue of an illustrated work by the Gunnery 
School press, Quebec. The reports of the Dom­
inion Artillery Association, the prize essays, &c., 
have also been very creditably printed by these 
soldier amateurs, we are very glad to know 
that, at last, their energies have been rewarded 
by a small monthly Government grant, enough 
to secure them against loss financially.

At the Point St. Charles Ranges, Montreal, 
on Wednesday, the 16th inst.,a local marksman 
ran up 99 points out of a possible 100, at 800 
yards, with a Sharpe’s rifle. Nineteen “ bulls ” 
and an “ inner." The 20th shot lost him the 
full score, being just outside the right edge of 
the “ hull." Forty minutes was the time taken ; 
not bad, considering the rifle requires cleaning 
after every shot. A slightly varying 9 o’clock 
wind prevailed.

The Hamilton powder factory was lately 
visited by Lt-Col. T. Bland Strange, Inspector 
of Artillery and War stores. Some samples of 
Canadian manufactured R. !.. G. (Rifle large 
grain), and !.. G. were inspected and reported 

by him. Verbally he expressed himself well 
pleased with the fac ilities for manufacture, and 
the able su|>erintendanre of Mr. Brainerd, who 
served with the V. S. artillery in the late war 
What the official report may be is not of course 
known. Lt.-Col. Strange has often officially 
urged the manufacture of powder and of such 
other war stores in the Dominion as can be 
economically and efficiently produced

ARTILLERY INSPECTION.

On Thursday the 10th inst. Major Price 
Lewes, the new assistant insjh ‘or of artillery, 
inspected the 1st Halifax Garrison Artillery, the 
men acquitting themselves well. At the con­
clusion the Major congratulated the men on 
their efficiency, but regretted that their number 
was so limited. He advised more frequent 
practice with the big guns, and expressed a wish 
that a conqietition may lie got up with the New 
Brunswick Artillery. Accordingly the St. John, 
N.B., Globe announced that, in the event of a 
competition between Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick artillery men, with the big guns, a 
prize would be given by that paper. No. 10 
Battery of Artillery, of St. John, N.B.. desires to 
get on a match with some Halifax battery, and 
should such lie arranged between batteries repre­
senting the two provinces, the St. John Tele 
graph will also be willing to furnish a prize.

I HE “ QVF.EN s OW N.”
The Annual Rifle Match of this Corps took

both in point of numbers and prizes ; of the 
latter seventy were given, open to all ranks ol 
the corps, thirty to non prizemen, besides the 
“ Company " and many special and range prizes, 
the whole running up to the handsome sum ot 
$650. A Company again won the Company 
prize with a score of 536 points ; ten men, 15 
rounds., at 200,400 and 500 yds. D. Company 
second with 505 points

A football club is being organized in the Re§ 
iment, in the hope of living able to play this 
season matches with the “Victorias," of Mont­
real, and the Cadets of the Royal Military 
Colleg

Vhe Annual Inspection will take place about 
the middle of next month, and drill is now going 
on regularly.

Good Service badges were recently presented 
by Lieut. Col. Otter to sixty non-com. officers 
and men of upwards of three years' continuous 
service, to 35 of six years and 10 of nine years 
and over.

In another column we direct attention to an 
important and almost totally neglected branch of 
the education of our active militia.. True, the 
system of evening drills, as a rule adopted by the 
city corps, precludes the possibility of imparting 
instruction other than straight marching, ending 
in a few simple close formations, and the mani­
pulation of the rifle on parade. A portion of the 
men are taken to the butts to fire away their 
annual allowance of ammunition, in many in­
stances without previous instruction, and thou­
sands of rounds are annually wasted in a vain 
endeavour to hit the target at ranges from 400 to 
600 yards by men who, for w ant of knowledge of 
their weapon, could scarcely hit a barn door 200 
yards away. We shall return to this subject in a 
future issue, meantime it is satisfactory to know' 
that Musketry instruction, including judging dis­
tance, drill is annually and regularly carried on 
in the Gunnery Schools at Kingston and Quebec, 
and at the Royal Artillery College, Kingston.

,/
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“ Welcome the Coming,
Speed the Parting Guest.”

The departure of His Excellency the Earl of 
Dufferin. the dawn of a new regime with Royalty 
in Canada ; the change of Government and the 
advent of a new policy ; the_fact that the present 
administrator of the Government, General Sir 
P. L. Macdougall, is proud to be known 
as a Canadian soldier, and the early return of 
our chief, General Sir E. Selby Smyth, makes 
the present a time of unusual interest to the de­
fenders of the country.

None more than the volunteer militia have 
cause to regret that a generous nobleman has 
left our shores, he has done much to encourage a 
desire to excel in military matters. Maby beauti­
ful Dufferin medals have been awarded for literary 
ability, and for skill with gun and rifle. While 
we pray Godspeed the Ear! of Dufferin we are 
fortunate in the prospect of welcoming to Canada 
a nobieman, weii known irr Hflgtand"â$- a-rclum 
teer officer and an accomplished rifle shot. The 
Canadian volunteer militia will be ready with a 
fitting welcome to the Hon. Colonel of the 
105th I^narkshire Rifle Volunteers, Lieut.-Col. 
commanding the Argylshire Artillery Brigade 
and President of the West of Scotland Artillery 
Association.

We spoke of the change of Government and 
the advent of a new policy ; those whose sincere 
desire was to build up in Canada the best militia 
system it was possible to secure, have become 
well nigh disheartened. “ Experience has made 
them sage,” the policy of the militia is, to be non 
political ; to them the words “ measures not 
men” are fraught with meaning. The policy of 
the late Government has nearly economised the 
force out of existence. The only regret we have 
at the defeat of the late government from a 
militia point of view, is the fact that it removes 
an able and rapidly becoming popular Minister 
of Militia, his was the unwelcome task of making 
bricks without straw, and we know he worked 
diligently in the endeavour. The 1 )ominion Rifle 
Association and the Dominion Artillery Associa­
tion will long remember the courteous at 
tention and ready help lent them by Mr. 
Jones. But, while we regret his removal, 
we see no reason why we should not wel­
come his successor ; the appointment of Lieut.- 
Col. Hon. !.. E. R. Masson was probably the 
best that could be made ; he has always shown a 
great interest in militia affairs, and on that ques­
tion is considered an authority in the House. 
He has held a commission in the volunteer 
militia since October, 1862, was appointed 
Brigade Major of the 8th military district 21st 
August, 1863. Served on the frontier during 
the first Fenian raid, March, 1866, and was on 
active service during the second raid, in die 
same year ; promoted to rank Lieut.-Col. 1867. 
It is sincerely to be hoped that a more liberal, 
not to say sensible policy will be inaugurated 
towards the militia.

Musketry Instruction.
" A soldier who cannot «hoot is useless and an incumbrance to 

the battalion."—(Mmkttry hulnutton.)
“ The tactical value of troops i-< entirely dependent upon the 

degree of instruction in musketry that may have been imparted.”—
(Lt.-Col Chat. Groitmann, oj the Austrian Army.)

We would draw attention to a fact in connec­
tion with our militia training. We allude to 
the neglect of an important part of the musketry 
instruction, viz., judging distance. Few, if any, 
of the corps are put through this practice.

The majority are taught firing at targets placed 
at known distances ; ai excellent practice to ac­
custom the rifleman to the use of his weapon as 
a fire arm, but which does not provide for the 
contingencies of the battle field.

Trainings, tactical or technical, should, we 
think, be looked upon only as means to attain 
one end, that is shooting at an enemy under the 
best possible conditions to inflict injury. Some 
means, however, to obtain this object are totally 
ignored and our riflemen are taught shooting at 
a known range, but no more.

What would be the result in actual warfare ? 
A force drawn up in front of hostile troops and 
peppering at them at random.

Every one knows that when firing at a short 
range an error of 50 yards is not of much con­
sequence ; the culminating point of the trajec­
tory of our rifle at say 300 yards being about 7 
feet above the general level of the ground. But 
at 400 yards it increases to 11 feet, and at 600 
yards to 23 feet, at which range the margin or 
space within which a man on foot is in danger is 
about 30 yards, so that a mistake in judging 
the distance at that range of about 15 yards un­
der or over would result to say nothing more in 
a waste of ammunition.

If we could in actual warfare resort only to 
short range firing, well and good, but though some 
authorities have been much in favor of short 
range firing exclusively, still experience appears 

TtTpnmr om that long range firing must alco bc 
resorted to.

The Germans have fully recognized its value, 
especially since the famous attack on St. Privât, 
near Metz, in 1870, where they lost 6,000 men 
in to minutes from musketry fire at 1,200 metres 
(1,313 yards about), and firing at long ranges is 
now sedulously practiced by them.

It appears, in fact, that much steadier practice 
is made in the field at long than at short range. 
Notwithstanding, volley firing at say 390 yards 
would still have to be used by compact bodies 
of troops supporting, for instance, a final ad­
vance, and from the mass of missies thus deli­
vered great effects could be expected. Our drill 
instructions are very explicit on this point. But 
for the gradual approach of a fighting line (in 
extended order) independent fire beginning at 
long range would have to be adopted, if it were 
even only for the purpose of unsteadying the 
enemy’s fire. Granting, therefore, that long 
range firing is a necessity, is it not ev ident that a 
force, each individual of which is well trained to 
accurately estimate distances, should gain great 
benefits thereby, as the proper elevation could 
be given at every stage of the advance, each 
man being able to judge the range himself would 
not have to depend upon the ability of his leaders 
for this purpose, and the leaders would have 
more liberty of action in keeping their men well 
in hand.

'Target practice, in skirmishing order, is a com­
plement of judging distance. Very little atten­
tion is paid to this by our active militia instruc 
tors. This is to l>c regretted all the more, as 
that practice reproduces in the best possible 
manner the actual conditions of battle : firing at 
a constantly increasing or diminishing range, 
obliging the riflemen to alter their elevation to 
suit.

Perhaps, the following additional practice 
could be introduced to advantage : We mean 
firing at a moving object or dummy advancing 
obliquely across the range, thus altering both
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range and direction, always striving to represent 
as closely as possible the circumstances of actual 
conflict.

Now that fire is the great factor in successful 
engagements, would it not be advisable to take 
every opportunity of improving our militia in 
this most important part of military training ? 
What is the object, let us ask, of drill and 
tactics generally, if troops cannot by their fire 
injure and demoralize the enemy?

'To conclude, without judging distance prac­
tice we think we are right in saying that all the 
rifle practice in the world becomes comparative­
ly useless, and that it is desirable that some other 
system than the present one be inaugurated for 
the militia in this respect. Very small powers of 
manœuvering can at the best be imparted to the 
militia generally—the main point, it seems, would 
be to give such training to the mass as would 
make it a useful organization.

A Novel Gun.
The following extract from a letter from the 

East to the West written by Lt.-Col. Cecil B. Le 
Mesurier, R. A., Bengal, to a brother officer in 
Canada, will be read with interest, especially in 
view of the Anglo-Indian expedition now facing 
Afghanistan. The wonderful advances wrought 
by science and skill towards the perfection and 
deadly power of fire-arms, great and small, would 
not have been considered possible at the time of 
Sale's disastrous expedition not forty years ago, 
when the new musket with the percussion cap 
was used for the first time. Our attention is, 
however, now directed to a recent ingenious 
invention applicable to the guns of the Artillery 
Service, which, considering the nature of the 
country likely to be invaded, will no doubt 
receive the attention it merits.

'The letter above referred to is dated Simla, 
Bengal, 12th July, 1878.

“ On my way back from Bermuda to this 
country I started Major Noble and Sir William 
Armstrong of Elswick, in a new system of gun­
making, the Le Mesurier system, notably for 
mountain artillery but applicable to any piece of 
ordinance of moderate weight ; my object being 
to make possible the transport of powerful guns 
—field, position and even seige—over any ground 
practicable for pack animals, and this has been 
obtained as far as mule transport goes. 'The g un 
is made in two parts which fit togethei and are 
connected by a screw cap over the joint, which 
on being turned, brings the two ends firmly to­
gether and prevents any escape of gas. 'To 
ensure this, the ends are fitted with gas checks, 
each length of gun forms an easy load for one 
mule, viz : 192 lbs. and 180 lbs, total weight of 
gun 372 lbs. The operation of {flitting the gun 
together takes about 40 seconds and taking it to 
pieces 30 seconds. The guns (two have already 
been made), have been thoroughly tested at 
Woolwich and Shoeburyness, and the official 
report is that *• they worked perfectly, without a 
hitch." With regard to their shooting—the one 
point to be considered in a gun—I send you the 
result of the trials with them at Shoebury for 
range and Accuracy, from which you will learn 
the astonishing fact that two guns have been 
made, one of 372 lbs and the other of only 322 
lbs, which can easily lie carried by two mules— 
the lighter one even by man transport—whose fire 
is equal in power and superior in accuracy to the 
9-pr. field gun of the service weighing 8 cwt. 
and drawn by six horses. 'There is the fact that 
the light gun fired a charge of within 2 oz. of 
the service field piece and gave an initial veloc­
ity of over 1400 with a shrapnel shell containing 
nearly twice as many bullets as in the service 
shell and consequently a much more {fowerful 
missile. 'The most astonishing thing is that it 
was fired on the same carriage as the service 7-pr 
steel gun of 200 lbs. weight. Sir W. Armstrong 
writes to me that the carriages were somewhat 
shaken as they were made only to withstand the
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recoil of the service 7-pr of 200 lbs. with a 12-oz 
charge, and that he was making carriages of the 
same size and weight which would be very much 
stronger than those of the service. I suuppose 
he has by this time made them.

“ I am glad to say that every one in this 
quarter of the globe is alive to the enormous 
power we have acquired by it. You know that 
in this country they are accustomed to move 
artillery by mule, camel and elephant transport. 
Now we have no guns between the 7-pr. of 200 
lbs and the 9-pr. R. H. A. gun of 6 cwt. The 
former is carried by mules on the N. W. frontier 
of India, by camels at Aden, by elephants in 
Burmah, and whenever an expedition is expected 
to meet with any serious resistance a R. H. A. 
battery is dismounted and put on elephant back. 
Here we have the transport at hand, and my 
idea is to have the present gun of 380 lbs as the 
field gun, one of about 500 or even 600 lbs as 
a gun of position—both these could be carried 
on mule or camel back—and a siege gun of 12 
cwt. for elephants ; the half of either forming 
but one animals load. 1 say we will take siege 
guns to Cabool yet on pack animals.

“ Again if instead of a muzzle-loader we made 
the gun a breech-loader we can have it in more 
pieces and therefore carry a heavier gun. There 
would then be the two lengths of barrel, the 
breech plug and the screw cap over joint—four 
pieces in all—which could be carried separately 
on pack animals or, in the smaller natures, by 
hand. For wheel transport over difficult country 
it might be arranged to carry the breech half on 
the carriage and the other half on the limbers in 
place of the present ammunition boxes, or be­
tween two small limber boxes containing only a 
few rounds. Thus the weight of the gun would 
be distributed over the four wheels in place of 
two only. The great advantage however, is the 
facility with which the guns in pieces can be 
man-handled and carried over a swamp or rocky 
ground where no other transport could take it 
and be put together in any position required. 
This will be enough to lead you to think over it 
and decide as to its utility in your part of the 
globe. If you should wish to know more about 
it write to General Wray, R. A., at Woolwich, 
who has strongly recommended it for India, and 
knows all about the trials at Woolwich, and also 
to Major Noble or Sir W. Armstrong, at Elswick.
I must tell you that the Commander in Chief 
of India has recommended to government of 
India that they get out a battery of these guns 
at once, as he considers it a most important 
invention.

“ 1 claim to be bona fide the inventor of the 
system, though of course Sir W. Armstrong & 
Co. must have all .the credit of the manufacture 
and the shooting results.”

C. B. Le Mesurier,
Lt. Col., R. A.

Departure of the Earl of Dufferin
Wo are indebted to the Quebec Mercury for 

the following interesting reports of incidents 
attending the departure of His Excellency the 
Earl of Dufferin from Quebec.

Last Military Inspection.
The farewell inspection of B Battery by His 

Excellency the Governor-General was held to­
day (the 18th instant), on the Esplanade, at 
10 a. m. The Battery was drawn up facing 
D’Auteuil street, the demi-field Battery on 
the right under Captain Short, the Band in 
the centre, and the garrison division under 
arms on the left under Captain Duchesnay, 
the whole being under the immediate command 
of Colonel Montizaml>ert. T he Commandant, 
Lt.-Col. T. B. Strange, received His Excellency 
with the customary compliments, and a close 
inspection was made of men, horses, guns and 
harness. Everything was in excellent order—if 
possible brighter than usual, as the men had

taken special pains to present a smart appear­
ance on this, unfortunately, the last of so many 
inspections by their popular Viceroy. The usual 
“ march past ” followed, after which the guns 
trotted and galloped past, the latter movement 
being especially well performed. T he field 
division then unlimbered, and, coming into 
action, proceeded to fire a Viceregal salute of 
seventeen guns. An especially interesting feat­
ure of this part of the proceedings was the 
apparently instantaneous collapse of guns and 
carriages at the end ol the salute, for from the 
saluting point, on the clearing away of the 
smoke, the gunners were discovered reclining on 
the •* disjecta membra ” of their pieces. This 
really smart piece of work, elicited special praise 
from His Excellency, who advancing with his 
staff watched with interest the rapid process of 
“ putting together again, by all the king’s horses 
and all the king’s men.” T he Battery was then 
fonned up and advancing in review order saluted. 
His Excellency then stepped forward and in his 
usual happy style, made his farewell speech. 
“ After six years residence in Canada, much of 
which time had been spent in the Citadel where 
he had had every opportunity of noticing the 
conduct of the men of the Battery, he was 
happy to bear testimony to their general steadi­
ness, sobriety, atttention to duty, and good con­
duct : as also to the uniform courtesy with which 
he had invariably been treated by all ranks both 
in his official capacity and as an individual. 
During his frequent visits he had noticed with 
pleasure the manner in which the officers had 
applied themselves to the instruction of their 
men, and the zeal with which the men had profit­
ed by their instructions. Although they had 
had to contend with many difficulties in the self- 
denying performant e of these duties, he was 
sure that the day would come when every man 
present would be proud of having done his duty 
to his Queen and Country. T he personal friend­
ship of Coi. Strange and the officers of 13 Batt­
er)' was not one of the least advantages he had 
secured by his residence in Canada. He had 
taken the liberty of placing in the hands of Col. 
Strange a sum of money for the purchase of a 
cup, or some piece of plate, to be competed for 
annually by the men of the Battery, as a slight 
souvenir by which they might be reminded of 
the interest he had always taken in their welfare. 
He could assure all ranks that the officers, non­
commissioned officers and gunners of B Battery 
had no better or truer friend than the Governor- 
General. who is now about to leave them.” Col 
Stiange then called for three cheers for His 
Excellency the ^arl of Hufferin, Governor- 
General of Canada, which were given most 
vociferously by the men, accompanied by “a 
tiger, another one, and a little one in.” He 
then called for three more for Her Majesty, 
which was right royally responded to, and in 
which his Excellency joined most heartily, him­
self calling for the “ other one.” T he liattery 
was then marched home, well pleased at this 
additional proof of the kindness and interest 
ever shown to them by His Excellency since his 
arrival in Canada, and adding another to the 
numerous list of all kinds and classes of men 
who have been bound to the triumphal chariot 
wheels ol our departing Governor-General by 
the bonds of affection and respect.

Saturday.—The day broke with an overcast 
sky and occasional showers, but the mass of the 
people were early astir, and bent on making a 
general hearty demonstration in honor of the 
departure of Eard Dufferin, the most popular 
Governor Canada has seen since the historic 
days of Sir Guy Carleton, afterwards Lord 
Dorchester,

By eight o’clock the Quebec Active Volunteer 
Forces, horse, foot and artillery, were assembling 
in all their martial array at the Armoury, on 
Dalhousie Place, and by half past eight they 
were joined by the Lancers and B Battery, under 
Lt.-Col. Montizambert, with their fine band,

from the Citadel who marched direct to the 
Queen’s wharf to form the guard of honor. 
The Battery were soon followed by the 8th 
Royal Rifles, under Col. Alleyn, with their full 
band, who proceeded to the Lower Town. The 
Battalion took ground on the wharf to the left 
of the Artillery. The field Battery took up 
their position on Durham Terrace, and fired a 
salute as the Governor left the Citadel. The 
Quebec Garrison Artillery formed line from the 
Place d’Armes, and the 9th Battalion Voltigeur 
Rifles completed the line to the Esplanade. 
T he Govenor, with his suite, left the Citadel 
about nine o’clock, being received with the na­
tional anthem and a general salute from the 
various regiments, acknowledging the honor with 
uplifted hat as his carriage drove past each corps, 
and also in response to the cheers and saluta­
tions of the people thronging the streets. The 
Catholic clergy and the pupils of Laval Univer­
sity and Quebec Seminary were out in full 
strength in front of the Archbishop’s Palace, and 
the Seminary band played numerous airs and 
“ Auld Lang Syne” as His Excellency passed. 
The City Police, under Superintendent Heigham, 
marched in full force to the Queen’s wharf, 
taking charge of the pavilion ai.c its approaches, 
while the Dominion River Police, under Chief 
T’rudel, formed in line to the slip where His Ex­
cellency embarked in the steamer Dolphin for 
H. M. S. Sirius, anchored in the offiing.

His Excellency, in.company with Col. Little­
ton, A.D.C., Captain Ward, A.D.C., and Cap­
tain Hamilton, arrived at the Queen’s wharf about 
half-past nine. When he alighted from his car­
riage he was presented with an address by His 
Worship the Mayor, and also with the silver 
trowel and mallet with which he laid the corner 
stone of Kent Gate and Dufferin Terrace. He 
was also presented with a bouquet sent by 
Madame Duval, wife of the Chief-Justice. 
Amongst those present we noticed T&fc Himw 
the Lieutenant-Governor, Sir Patrick Macdou- 
gall, Sir John A. Macdonald, Mr. Joly, Col. 
Strange and officers of B Battery, Colonel Du­
chesnay, Colonel Lamontagne, Colonel Forsyth 
and a large number of the elite of Quebec and 
the Dominion, including many ladies.

After the address and reply thereto His Ex­
cellency embarked on board the Dolphin and 
was conveyed to the war ship Sirius, which was 
to carry him down the river, but owing to the 
heavy sea, thought it advisable to immediately 
embark on board the Polynesian, which he did 
after remaining on board the Sirius about twenty 
minutes. The Sirius fired a salute of 19 guns, 
and at half-past eleven the Sirius and Argus 
weighed anchor and moved down the stream 
with the steamer St. Lawrence following with 
200 passengers on board. Many other steamers 
were going to accompany His Excellency down 
the river, but owing to the heavy sea and rough­
ness of the weather, did not go.

The Citadel guns boomed out a parting can­
nonade as His Excellency left our shores.

We are sorry to learn that Capt. H. F. Perley, 
*of the N. B. Engineers, has carried out his 

resolve to retire from the Presidency of the 
N. B. Provincial Rifle Association ; a skilful 
marksman, and an energetic worker, he was the 
right man in the right place. We hope the 
Association will still have the benefit of his 
council and the example of his skill.

The Broad Arrow says of the English 
Volunteers : “ The force lucks organization 
and cohesion. The libeity which has been 
accorded up to the present time of Volunteer 
combinations, has brought about in many cases 
most riduculous results. We do not hesitate to 
express our opinion that the time has arrived to 
set our Volunteer house in order by the con­
version of the whole of the Volunteers in seaport 
towns and along the coast into garrison artillery.”
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Rifle and Target.
At the Creedinoor fall meeting there were 

1985 entries in all the matches, an increase of 
273 over last year. 11,134 pool target tickets 
were sold, which fact, the executive officer, 
Capt. Storey thought showed their importance 
as a substitute for sighting shots. The net 
profits of the meeting were $1,485.98.

The highest scorers of the Altcar Volunteer 
Rifle Club during the year competed on Saturday 
the 28th ult., for the Annual Prize, value jQ$. 
There was a moderate breeze from the right. 
Queen's "conditions. The prize was won by 
Private R. Wade, 1st L. R. V., with 93 points; 
the first seven averaged 85 3-7 points.

At the Annual Meeting of the N. B. P. R. A.. 
feeling reference was made to the presence of 
“ pot hunters " at the Quebec Provincial Meet­
ing ; it is useless to deny that there are some 
so-called volunteers who gu the rounds, and who 
are quite entitled to the mild insinuation : but 
we are not prepared to class all those from other 
Provinces who carried away “leading prizes" 
in the same category. We think a desire on the 
part of Provincial Associations to secure a large 
entrance fee, goes far to encourage visits from 
the class referred to. The policy adopted by 
N. B. is worth consideration by sister associa 
lions who have for their object “ the encourage­
ment of rifle shooting in the Province."

NEW BRUNSWICK.
PROVINCIAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION.

The eleventh annual meeting was held at St. 
John on the 2nd inst., Capt. Hy. F. Perley, the 
president, filled the chair ; there was also 
present: Lieut.--Colonels Maunsell, D. A. (i., 
Macshane, B. M., Beer and Blain, Major Ar­
nold, secretary. Captains Arnold, Ewing Hazen 
and Ring, l ieutenants Hunter, Loggie, Hartt, 
Shives, Worden and Sergeant Weyman.

The financial statement was read by the secre­
tary-treasurer, showing the receipts to have been
from the following sources ;—
Balance...................................................$ 577 20
Cash from Dominion (iovernment.... 1.300 00
Special “ “ .... 300 00
Provincial (iovernment........................ 100 00
Members’ fees...................................... 98 00
St. John, Kings, Carleton and York

Association fees................................ 80 00
Entrance fees in matches.................... 181 75
Sighting and other tickets.................. 146 80
Ammunition sales................................ 203 50 I

$5.793 'o

The expenses were within $175.06, which is 
the balance, but there is a sum of about $80 to 
be added to the above, as returns from one half 
of the expenses of the Wimbledon team.

The council's annual report slated that the 
annual matches were shot at Sussex, and though 
the competition may be classed as one of the 
most successful of any that have been held since 
the institution of the association in 1867, yet 
only 7 2 marksmen were present, being 12 less 
than last year and 29 less than in 1876. More 
cash, divided into a greater number of prizes, 
was offered than in the preceding years, and 
everything was done to induce marksmen to be 
present, but all failed to procure a larger atten­
dance. The Council had scanned the reports of 
the different county associations and found that 
the attendance at them had been much lower 
than usual, and it would appear there is a falling 
off in the interest of rifle shooting throughout 
the province, which augurs badly for the morale 
of the Active Militia, for there cannot be any 
doubt but that a real interest in shooting tends 
to keep up the esprit de corps of a company or 
battalion. As one reason for this falling off in 
attendance it is but fair to state that owing to 
the system adopted for the annual drill of the

Active Militia during the present and past few 
years, less than one half of the quota to which 
New Brunswick is entitled is brought into ser­
vice. Consequently, many who previously 
studied the soldier's weajion have withdrawn 
from local contests.

The range at Sussex had, by a resolution 
passed at the last annual meeting, been secured 
for a further term of three years. An inspection 
of the butts this spring showed that, with the 
exception of the pool butts, built last year, they 
were much decayed and required rebuilding. 
Advantage was taken of this ; the old butts were 
entirely renewed, and ten new ones were con­
structed, and the targets changed to the plan 
known as “ I.t.-Col. Beer's \ tent rising system," 
and the success of this year’s competition was 
due in a great measure to their use. The asso­
ciation has now eleven butts complete, with one 
extra set of targets. A new system of signalling, 
also of I.t.-Col. Beer’s invention, was adopted, 
and worked admirably.

Mention was made of the courtesy of Superin­
tendent Clinch and General Manager Robinson, 
of the Western Union Telegraph Co., in putting 
up wires on the range. A building for the ac­
commodation of competitors had also been con­
structed, and contributed much to their comfort, 
in fact the council has to congratulate the asso 
dation upon having one of the most completely 
fitted up and satisfactory ranges in Canada.

The 1879 Wimbledon selection competitions 
were again incorporated in the prize list. New 
Brunswick had ten members on the team »»f the 
present year, yet, in common with the other 
members, they were not as successful at Wimble­
don as was hoped they would be.

A sum of $300 had been received from the 
Militia Department towards the rebuilding and 
placing the range in order. This was the first 
amount the association has ever received, out­
side of the regular grant, from th«* Dominion, 
thus differing from the associations in other pro- 

j vinees, which have annually received sums for ren­
tal, caretakers, repairs, construction of butts, etc., 
all of which have heretofore had to be defrayed 
out of the current revenues of the association.

The expenditure of the year includes the ex­
penses of the Wimbledon contingent to Quebec 
last year $i6«; 10, the usual affiliation fees to 
National and Dominion Rifle Associations, $ >5 ;

I the cost of altering and preparing the ranges, 
targets, etc., was $503.78 ; the expenses of the 
annual competition amounted to $312.54, and 
the balance on hand is $175.

It was deemed highly advisable that a distribu­
tion of a much larger number of the prize lists, 

j prior to the matches coming off, should be made ;
! and. if possible, they should be sent directly to 

those who are likely to attend. When placed 
for the first time in the hands of competitors at 
the commencement of the matches, the prize list 
is more apt to be scanned and consulted, than 
the rules and regulations to lie. studied. This 
year a difficulty occurred on one or two points, 
notably that of uniform, and as a bye-laxv per­
mits competitors to shoot in matches not par­
taking of a military character in plain clothes, it 
should be made most distinctly plain what is in­
tended by plain clothes and what by uniform, 
and thus avoid the hybrid appearance which 
quite a number of competitors presented during 
the late competition and which was properly con­
demned by the commandant.

11 was resolved that a revision of the bye-laws 
be made, as the majority being mere shooting 
rules, they were often found to clash with the 
regulations it has been necessary to adopt.

NURSERY MATCHES.

Lt.-Col. Maunsell regretted that the report did 
not sj>eak of a nursery match, pure and simple, 
to encourage the younger shots. He moved 
that a bona tide nursery match be recommended 
to be provided by the council, and I.t.-Col, 
Blaine seconded the motion.

Lt.-Col. Beer favored the idea. He thought 
that there should lie a certain amount in each 
match for men who had never won a prize. It 
would not depreciate the shooting, and, besides, 
it would give a chance to the rising shots.

The president spoke on the subject. He did 
not believe that the provincial matches were 
the place for nursery matches, but that the coun­
ty or battalion competitions should nurture the 
young shots. Still he would be willing to sink 
his feelings and make it all a grand nursery— 
anything for the benefit of the shooting.

Lt.-Col. Macshane held that there should be 
one first-class prize in one match and not prizes 
in each match for the men—give them something 
to fight over.

Lt. Hunter advocated the county associations 
as the nurseries, and thought it would not be a 
bad idea for the provincial to give a sum for the 
purpose to each county.

Lt.-Col. Blaine said that the crack shots, he 
noticed, liked to come in and take off the big

I t. Hunter considered that it was a good deal 
the fault of the officers of the corps that their 
men were no better shots. He thought that any 
man could become a good shot by paying atten­
tion to it.

Capt. Ewing favored the proposition, and on 
] the motion being put was ( anied.

A MOVE TO ADMIT ALL CANADA.

It was moved by Lieut. Shives and seconded 
by Sergt. Thompson that the matches of the as­
sociation be open to all Canada being members, 
except the matches for the Maunsell and Prince 
of Wales cups.

There was considerable discussion over this 
and the universal opinion was that it would be 
detrimental to the interests of rifle shooting in 
the Province. It had been the case in Quebec 
and it was found that “ pot hunters " took off 
the leading prizes last season. The motion was 
negatived.

A UNANIMOUS VOIE OF THANKS

was tendered the president, Capt. Perley. for 
past services. It was put to the meeting by 
Vice-President Parks, and replied *to by Capt. 
Perley. Votes of thanks were ordered to be 
conveyed to the Western Union and Dominion 
Telegraph Companies for placing their wjrés on 
the range : as well as the secretary of tne asso­
ciation, commandant, umpire and range officer.

OFFICERS FOR 1878-79. "¥•' •

Capt. Perley was nominated for the presiden­
cy, but reaffirmed his intimation to retire. The 
officers chosen are as follows :—

President— Major |. If. Parks.
I ’ice President—Lieut. -Col. Macshane.
Members of Council m Dominion Association 

—Capt. Perley, Capt. Tilton and Mr. Domville, 
M. P.

Council.
Major U. R. Arnold, 
Lieut. Hunter,
Park A. Melville, 
Capt. Hartt,
Lieut. I/Oggie,
Qr.-Master Lipsett. 
Lieut. Shives,
Major Call,
Lieut. Fraser,
Sergt. 'Thompson,

( apt. Ewing,
Capt. E. Arnold. 
Capt. Hazen, 
Lieut.-Col. Underhill, 
Major Stickney,
Lieut. Hartt,
Capt. I-angstroth. 
Capt. |. A. Ring. 
Sergt. Weyman,
Lieut. Fraser.

Capt. Perley, the retiring president, was elect 
ed a vice patron.

Il «as moved by Capt. Kwing, seconded by 
Lt.-Col. Ilcer. and unanimously carried, that this 
association do thank the editor and staff of the 
Daily Tthgrafh for the deep interest they have 
always manifested in its welfare, and for the many 
full and valuable reports which have from time 
to time appeared in the columns of that paper.

The association then adjourned.
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Hegulars vs. Militia.
Trials of skill with the rifle between H. M. 

Troops and our Volunteer Militia, though fre­
quent a few years ago have now, we regret, become 
a novelty, our Halifax comrades alone enjoy 
the opportunity. At the Nova Scotia Provincial 
meeting of 1877, a silver challenge cup (pre­
sented by Col. I auric) and $00 cash was offered 
for competition between ten officers and men 
from any battalion in the Province, regulars or 
militia. Nine teams entered, including a team 
from each of the line battalions in garrison, the 
regulars shooting their Martin Henry’s against 
thé Sniders of the militia, the results was that 
the militia left the regulars at the foot of the list, 
the two leading Snider teams (the 63rd and 78th) 
scoring over 150 points more than the Martini- 
Henry's. We have now to report the tables

A few weeks ago on the strength of challenges 
from the 20th and 97th regiments, the crack 
shots of the district repaired to the ranges at 
Bedford, f orsaking their old friends (the Sni­
ders), they shouldered the Martini Hcnrys’ 
recently loaned by government, and. perhaps 
too confidently, measured strength with the regu­
lars. Seven shots each, 200, 500 and 600 yards 
was the rule, the following the result :

1 U ERS 20 I'll AN D 97TH
63RD AND 66tH

IlKUVI.AllS. 200 500 600 Tl.
< *l't I’art ridge, 'J7lh...................... 26 22 26----74
I.ieUt. Groves, U7tli,........................ 2ft 26
Cnpt Fleetwood, 20tli.................... 27 21---- 78

Uvoghan, 20th,....................... 31 20 26 " 86
Li-ut link* r, 2ntli............................ 27 23----79
Lieut llamnivisley. 20th................ 2H 23 2!»----60

472

31 .11 :>:»—87
32 29 26-87
31 27 21 7U
28 26 20-74
27 25 21-732» 21 15—68

468

It will be noticed that the militia led by 14 
points at the two first ranges, but eventually lost 
the match, the regulars scoring 18 points more 
than their opponents at 600 yards.

(.apt. Muuiford, 63rd.......................
Lieut. Kgaii, 6:nd..............................
(apt. Walsh, 63rd......................
Lieut Howard. 66th,......................
qtr Mtr Corhiii, 63rd,......................
Livnt. Weston, 66th,.........................

97TH REGIMENT VS. 63RH BATTALION (A. M.)
Seven shots each, 200, 500 and 600 yards.

07tll IIElilMI NT. 2<>S 60» 6O11 Tl.
('apt. Partridge................................. 32 25—87
Lieut. Groves,................................... . .23 29 19—71
Svrgt. Inst Marsh,........................... 22 25—75
Svrgt. Brown,................................... 11 6—42

“ Mitchell,............................. 2ft 1 5—68
21—68

28 29—78
HodgkLs............................. 21 31—82

«• McGill................................ .. 26
. .29 30 29—88

63rd a ATT AMOK
Qtr.-S!aster Corbin............................. .22 82

742

8—62
Cnpt. Walsh..................................... 20—65
Lieut. Mrlnnos,............................. 24 23—65

23 29—82
21

Svrgt. Power,................................... .. 30 16
Svrgt. Tuple................................ .. 21—68
Svrgl. Shepherd.............................. 2 26—78

Pvtv MMilford,...............................
19 23—69
20 2—49

Sixty points in favor of the 97th regiment, and 
their opponents beaten at every range. The 
weather was reported “ all that could he desired,” 
and the best of feeling prevailed throughout. 
Considering the short time the weapon has been 
in their hands, the Halifax militia have no reason 
to be ashamed of their score, and a little adver­
sity will do them no harm : we have no doubt 
that when the peculiarities of the Martini-Henri 
are better understood by our Halifax comrades, 
future contests they may engage in, will result in 
much closer totals than those we have just noticed.

On the 14th inst., a return match was fired 
between H. M., 97th regiment and the 63rd bat 
talion, again resulting in favor of the regulars, by 
20 points ; ranges as in previous contest, the day 
was fine but wind rather troublesome. The 
following are the scores :

87th kkwment Point*.
Color Svrgt. Loft».... H7
Svrgt -tolly ............... 81
Lient 11 roves............... 75
Svrgt Hudgkiss.......... 74
Svrgt Rhodes............... 74
8«rgt Mitchell............. 73
Cnpt Partridge............. 72
Svrgt Major Dwyer... 70
Svrgt McGill................ 69
8. Svrgl March............ 6»

G3hd niri.ts. Points
Svrgt Larkin........... 60
(Jtr-Maeter Corbin.... 80
Sri t Sin pin rd... ..

Captain Mumloid.... 72
Faple.............. 7i

l.ivut Kgaii ................. 71
Lieut McGinnis...... 66
Svrgt Power............... . 64
C'apt Walsh... ..........til

TEAMS <>!• I EN OFFICERS AND SERGEANTS 1ST
Bam. 201 h and 97111 vs. hai.iiax brigade.

Seven shuts each 200, 500 and 800 yards.
HKliVLAtlS. 200 500 8.1O Tl.

Lieut. Grows, 97th,....................... .. 30 26
( apt. Fleetwood, 2 ith..................... .. 32 30
Ciipt Oeoghiin, 20th,...................... 21—78
l.ivut 1 taker. 20th.......................... 10—69
Lieut. Hauimersl :v, 2oth.............. . .28 30 8—66
Svrgt. Lofts, 97th............................ . . 19 1 3—62

«• McGill, 97th,...................... 27 27—81
Howell, 20th...................... 20 14—63

Scrgt -Maj MeKIm, 20th,.............. .. 26 3.1 20—79

vn.niA
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Lieut. Howard, 66th,.................... 28 30—83
.Mai Graham. H. F. It..................... 27 22—75
Ca| t Miuufuid, 63rd. ................... 3o 14—71
Lieut. Egan, 63rd,......................... .31 33 7—71
Svrgt. Tapie, 63rd,......................... 26 18—051

“ Hickey, 66th....................... .. 29
Lieut. Weston, 6tith, .................... ..23 23
Sergt.-Maj. Harris, 1st G A;___ .. 22 21 20—64
( apt. Walsh, 63rd,......................... . . 26 21 9—56
qtr.-Mastvr < 'orhi 11, 63rd,.............. .. 30 26 2—58

671

In this match, the militia were l>ehind at each 
range, 70 points in all, half their short-comings 
being at 800 yards. Sergeant McGill, of the 
97th ran up a pretty score of three 27*8 for his 
team, while Lieut. Kgan, 63rd, after scoring 
within six j>oints of a “ possible ” at 200 and 
500 yards made but seven points at the long 
range.

735 715
It is not likely that another contest will take 

place this year, meantime it is to be hoped that 
next year our Martini Henry teams will he found 
not only competing in such friendly matches as 
we have just noticed, but that they can confi­
dently enter for the Inter-National Military 
match at Creedmoor.

An Incident in my Experience.
by. larkspur.

1 can vouch for the truth of the following 
incident, which occurred not many years ago, in 
one of our crack regiments. The drill instructor 
—one of the old stamp of martinet sergeants— 
who was the terror of every recruit, and the 
remoiselcss tyrant of the awkward squad, was 
putting a sergeant’s firing party thiough the 
funeral exercise. Having opened the ranks, so 
as to admit the passage of the supposed cortège 
between them, he ordered the men to * rest on 
their arms reversed.’ Then, by way of practical 
explanation, he walked slowly down the lane 
formed by the two ranks, saying as he moved, 
‘ Now I’m the corpse—pay attention.’ Having 
reached the end of the party, he turned round, 
regarded them steadily with a scrutinizing eye for 
a moment or two ; and then remarked in a most 
solemn tone of voice. * Your ’ands is right, and 
your 'eads is right, but you ’avn’t £c: that look 
of regret you ought to ’ave.\—North Lincoln 
Sphinx, (A Regimental periodical, 2nd Batt. 10th 
Foot)

Books for the Service.
The Canadian Field Artillery Afannal By

Lieut.-Col. T. Bland Strange, R.A., Dominion
lns|lector of Artillery. (Quebec: Gunnery
School press).
A complete and very useful manual, it supplies 

a want, created by a zealous rivalry between the 
Field batteries of our volunteer militia. An in­
creasing interest, aided in no small degree by the 
exertions of the Dominion Artillery Association, 
is now taken in all that pertains to their arm of 
the service. Something more than a mere per­
formance of the paid drills of the year is required 
if batteries aim to win the honors annually con­
ferred by their association.

The work is unique ; science, drill, technical, 
tactical, and practice of Field artillery have never 
before been treated of in a mere manual of 
instruction. The following which we clip from 
the preface explains itself :

“ It is desirable to him- a uniform system of Artillery 
instruction throughout the Dominion, us closely as possible in 
accordance with that of the Royal Artillery.hut the excellent 
text hooks of the hitter distinguished service, are more seicn- 
titie, voluminous, and costly, than is considered necessary for 
the militia artillery of Canada. They treat of x .ivied drills and 
exercises, ami describe armaments, mine of which are becom­
ing obsolete, iiiul others not jet introduced or likely to he sup 
plied to Canada. The information reunited for n miliiio 
artilleryman is. therefore, diffused through many hooks and 
uiamials difficult of ready reference, and confusing to a non- 
prol'vssiunal artillerist, whose time is limited, us his periods 
of instruction me short, and of iiece-sity.interrupted »»> civil 
occupations, expeuih e works living seldom within his reach. ”

The object has been to condense, as far as is 
consistent with simplicity, changes are as much 
as possible avoided, and nothing essentially at 
variance with the present practice of Royal 
Artillery is introduced.

Artillery instruction is divided into Technical, 
Tactical, Disciplinary, Scientific.

The two last could only be slightly touched 
upon in a work like the present.

The scientific instruction has therefore, been. 
limited at first to a i !i.n explanation of elemen­
tary gunnery suitable to intelligent Non-commis­
sioned officers, subsequently to be extended to 
Range finding and rough Surveying, as well as 
such elementary Fortification as is absolutely 
necessary for the requirements of an Artillery

The Technical includes the gun and its ammu­
nition, use, and rules for practice.

The Tactical comprises drill.
1. As a steadying, training exercise for men 

and horses.
2. As training to su;mount obstacles.
3. Artillery tacdcs proper ; the movemtt. j, 

.«election of position, and working of guns before 
an enemy.

The Disciplinary portion includes the care and 
management of men and horses.

The branch of the service for whose benefit 
the manual has been issued, are to be congratu­
lated upon having this excellent work within 
their reach. All branches of the service may read 
it with profit.

To even tl. • casual reader the book cannot fail 
to prove interesting and instructive. The book 
is by no means dry reading. The portion devoted 
to “ fighting tactics” compiled chiefly from the 
artillery retrospect of 1870, by the same author, 
js indeed the reverse, and is not without solid 
les ns for Canadians.

The production of the manual under difficul­
ties affords -n example of energy and pluck. A 
fire destroyed much of the authors manuscript, 
and consequently delayed its appearance. The 
printing is the work of amateurs serving in the 
battery, and from first to last shows a steady im­
provement in the art. Illustrations were neces­
sary, and here a difficulty arose, but it was dis- 
posed of by employing the papyrograph process, 
which has answered the purpose admirably ; in 
short, the book has been written by a soldier for 
soldiers, printed by soldiers, and will, we trust, 
he read by the soldiers of Canada.
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Practice from 84-32 pr. Guns.
FIRST FALL18KR QVN COMPETITION.

The range party under the command of I .ieut. | 
Donaldson left Quebec about 9 a. m., in a boat ! 
lent by the ever-obliging Chief of the Harbor ! 
Police, J. Trudel, Esq., for the range which is 
situated opposite the Falls of Montmorenci, on ! 
the flats on the north shore of the Island of ( >r ' 
leans, where they arrived assisted by wind and ! 
tide about half-past ten, and proceeded to place 
the target and bannerols.

The target, which consisted of an ordinary 
sugar hogshead, was placed at a distance of about 
1,500 yards (judged by «ange party) from the 
battery, and the bannerols arranged at the proper 
distances apart, as shown in diagram :

120 ft.

35 ft. )

15 ft. J *

o 10 ft. o r« fi ^ 5 ft. o 10 ft. o 1- .tf
I -

15 il. -
I S

60 ft.

The party were informed of the arrival of the I 
competitors and their readiness to commence 1 
l»y th.- (rumpi-tvi: at. the battery sounding “ com­
mence firing,” and all being ready at the range 
they lowered their flag and proceeded under ; 
cover.

The contest was between five competitors 
selected from those who had fired in the smooth 
bore competition.

The trial shots were laid by Lieut.-Col. Mon- i 
tizambert, the first struck 60 yards over, and the ! 
second (the elevation having been corrected), 
nearly 20 yards over ; this error was, no 
doubt, due to the height of the battery above the 
horizontal plane on which the target was placed. 
It is, perhaps, worth noting, that under almost 
identical circumstances, the same results fol­
lowed with the 9 pr. R. M. L. guns at the prac­
tice of Lieut.-Col. Stevenson's, Montreal Field 
Battery, when firing on the same range.

The first competitor struck on a rock in trying 
to get the right length of fuze, v8 was just too 
short, bursting the shell out of bounds under, 
and u9 was just sufficient to carry it outside t ie 
fuze limit before it burst, the shell ricochetting 
after good elevation.

The second, however, seemed to drop into the 
right groove at his first round, which struck the 
ground just one foot from the barrel and plung­
ing through the stones and mud rose in sufficient 
time to carry away the back of it, and roll what 
was left 6 or 7 yards from the spot, scoring 8 
points, viz., 3 for direction, 4 for elevation and 1 
for a ricochet hit ; this caused a halt for some 
time, as the range party had to go out about 300 
yards through the mud to put up what remained 
of the hogshead. After they retired firing re 
commenced, No. 2 round being a spendidly 
directed shell with good fuze, a splinter cutting 
off a limb of the !>e/ize which had been stuck in 
the top of tjie target. No. 3 round came to 
grief, bursting out of bounds under, and the 
range party were beginning to think that times 
were not going to be so hard as rounds 1 and 2 
had foreshadowed, but their hojies were like 
castles in the air, for the fourth round knocked 
them with the barrel higher than a kite—after

beating round for another target, half a hogshead 
remaining from a previous competition was 
found, and a solemn pro< ession formed, headed 
by the danger flag, next the barrel borne on the 
shoulders of two of the party, followed by the 
rest with faces looking very solemn indeed, there 
being only one exception, a native of that green 
isle, where fellows fight just for fun and to 
keep their hands in practice, who went along 
swinging a pickaxe as if nothing at all had hap­
pened or was likely to happen.

The target being placed the range party re­
tired and had just got under cover when bang 
went the fifth round, bang went the barrel and 
simultaneously a voice from one of the despoil 
dents who had been paddling in the mud all 
morning, “ Sacre, c'est le diable pur."

The supply of berr ds being exhausted a target 
had to Ik* constructed by placing the staves in a 
line, showing a front of 4 feet, and securing them 
front and rear by placing large stones up against

The practice of the third and fourth competi­
tors although very good and scoring well, left 
the target standing, but the first round of No, 5 
was a splendid one, it struck the target a little 
below the centre and sent the staves flying in the 
air, one of them to the height of, at least, 60 
feet, this was the last hit on the target, the re­
maining four striking under or over, but scoring 
as solid shot.

The 64-32 pr. converted guns exceeded what 
was expected from them : before conversion the 
width of the parallelogram of error was 30 
yards, at this practice it was laid down as 30 
feet, /'. c. 15 feet each side of the target, but not 
a single shell went outside 10 feet, /. e. 5 feet 
each side,—and with one competitor four shells 
out of five made their mark on an ordinary sugar 
hogshead, the fifth having burst through an error j 
in boring or a bad fuze.

Nothing could go further to prove the utility ! 
of the Government proceeding with the conver- I 
sion of the old smooth bore guns than the j 
above practice, besides arming the different 
batteries with a useful weapon, it would give 
confidence to the men working it and would, 
moreover, be the means of inciting the Garrison 
Artillery to emulate their brethren of the Field 
Batteries.

It is true that for sea defence a heavier gun is 
needed to penetrate armor plates, but for the de­
fence of batteries placed anywhere above, or 
even at Quebec, assisted by a battery of heavy 
guns to protect torpedoes, the 64-32 pr. gun is 
capable of withstanding any gun that could be 
brought against it overland.

Officers and Sergeants of the home volunteer 
corps are not permitted to wear sashes.

The War ()ffice will not entertain the applica­
tion of officers on the home establishment who 
may volunteer for active service in Afghanistan.

Forty tons of Martini-Henry c artridges have 
recently been despatched to the Cape of Good 
Hope, in consequence of an urgent demand by 
the authorities there.

While riding over Brighton Downs recently a 
lady had her horse shot dead under her by a 
stray rifle shot. The ranges were closed for 
inspection and a searching enquiry made, but 
the result had not transpired.

The colonial reliefs for 1878-79 comprise the 
removal of the 101st Fusiliers in the troopship 
Orontes from Cyprus to Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
and the moves of the 1st Battalion 4th Foot 
from Gibraltar to the West Indies ; 1st Battalion 
20th f oot from Nova Scotia to Gibraltar ; 35th 
Foot from Barbadoes to Malta ; and 27th Foot 
from Malta to the Straits Settlements in relief 
of the 28th Regiment, which will be brought 
home. v"’

Halifax.
There is unusual stir just now amongst the 

troops in garrison ; the 97th regiment, who have 
' just got comfortably settled in their quarters at 
I Wellington Barracks, are preparing to reoccupy 
1 the citadel, their present quarters being taken 

over by the 101st Fusiliers from Cyprus. The 
! I st Balt., 20th regiment,—who by the way have 
! just brought their winter kit—will embark in the 
1 troopship Orontes about first week in Novem­

ber and proceed by way of the West India 
1 stations to Gibraltar. Major King's battery 
! Royal Artillery will embark at the same time to 
1 replace a Battery from Bermuda which will land 

at Halifax with the 101st Fusiliers.
The short service system continues to draw 

! men from the station, several leaving by every 
mail steamer, last week, two from the 97th vgi- 

| nient and several from other corps sailed for 
home, also the torpedo section of the company 
of Royal Engineers.

The weather has lieen all that could be de­
sired, and the 97th, who have a great portion of 
their men available for drill, have not lost the op­
portunity. On t' a 16th inst. the regiment were 
on the common in full service marching order 
and looked well : with the recently issued new 
valise, helmet, &c., one would hardly recognize 
the regiment. The marching was excellent, the 
drill very good, but it is a moral impossibility 
for men to drill as steady in complete marching 
order as in drill order. The space allowed a man 
in the ranks is not enough for him to turn about 
with ease, consequently the men require to s take 
out which gives the battalion a very loose ap­
pearance : now, however, appearance is sacri­
ficed for efficiency, all drills are done in as 
loose a formation as possible, in fact all move­
ments as far ns possible are now done at the 
double, and there is not that attention paid to 
wheeling or dressing as formally, line being 
formed in all cases without markers (except for 
the purpose of drill) and then it is optional.

The new form for attack is most practised, 
the regiment are getting almost perfect in it, 
the charge at the last looks grand, the whole of 
the bugles and drums beat " the charge," and as 
the men sweep by with a ringing cheer, the looker 
on gets a gentle hint of what the British soldier 
can do when he is on his mettle.

Great preparations are in progress for the re­
ception of the Marquis of Lome and the Prin­
cess, but it is not yet known what the military 
arrangements will be, at present it looks as 
though the bustle of shifting quarters would be 
nearer the time of arrival of the new Governor- 
General and his Royal lady that would be de­
sirable.

The War Offi ? has had under consideration 
the advisability of employing balloons in the 
event of an Afghan expedition, the mount­
ainous features of the country being regarded 
as favourable to aerial observations ; but the 
experiments which have been made are not yet 
sufficiently advanced 10 lie out into practice.

The Royal Humane Society have awarded a 
bronze medallion to Mrs. Disney-Roebuck, wife 
of Captain Disney Roebuck of the 46th Foot, 
and a handsome testimonial inscribed on vellum 
to E. Bond for courageous conduct in saving 
the lives of three ladies who were bathing at 
Broadstairs.

Extraordinary results have attended the trial 
of an Armstrong 6-inch gun at Shoeburyness. 
This gun, which weighs only 70 cwt., but fires a 
very heavy charge in an enlarged chamber, for 
the propulsion of a comparatively light projectile, 
has succeeded in penetrating an 11.inch iron 
target with energy to spare, calculated as nearly 
equal to another i ich of metal.
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