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14 Larly History

either of the two transcontinental railways in nine or ten hours. What a contrast
to that pioneer journey, in 1810, of David Thompson struggling dauntlessly along
with a despondent following, in the depth of winter, 6 or 8 miles a day, reducing
the loads of his dogs, and abandoning even his tent that he might make any pro-
gress at all.

Pyramid Mt
Mt. Gargoyle Morro Pk Mt. Hawk Colin Mt Roche Bonhomme

Jasper and the Athabaska Valley
From the Whistlers (25)

aska. Pyramid and Patricia lakes

Jasper park was set aside for public use in 1907. Its present boundaries were
fixed in 1914,

The main river in the park is the Athabaska, which throughout flows in a gen-
eral northerly direction. Some of the finest Alpine scenery of the American con-
tinent is to be found at its head waters. Above Jasper its course is thirty to thirty-
five degrees west of north, but almost due north till near Jasper lake and from
there the general trend of the valley is about twenty-five degrees to the east. The
main tributaries above Jasper are Whirlpool, Astoria and Miette rivers, all entering
on the left side. Miette river, which enters about a mile above the town, is sup-
posed to have at one time drained to both Fraser river and Athabaska river; but
at present its only channel is on the eastern slope of the divide. Four miles below
Jasper, Maligne river enters from the southeast fe llowing a course parallel to the
main valley of the upper Athabaska, and about ten miles below this Snaring river
joins, flowing from a narrow gap in the mountains to the west. Farther north the
streams enter in pairs from opposite sides of the valley forming great trench-like
depressions. The greatest trench is that formed by the valleys of Rocky river and
Snake Indian river, the two largest tributaries of the Athabaska. These rivers
enter the main stream near Hawes, the former from the southeast and the latter

from the northwest. Similar parallel depressions on a smaller scale are formed by
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Athabaska Pass 15

the valleys of Fiddle river and Mooschorn creek, near Pocahonta

and by the
vallevs of Jacques creek and Vine creek. near Interlaker

I'he events which have ped the destiny of the park are the discovery of th
Athabaska pass, in 1811, and the Yellowhead

opened a new route to the trading

t 1826. The former

osts of the Columbia, and twice a vear, for many

a season, the mountains resounded with the passage of the brigades with goods and
passengers, between the Pacific and Hudson bay, movii

Sir James Hector say

g with clock-like regularity

I'’hree and a half months from Hudson bay to the Pacific « t was rapid trave
ling at the time and **¢ Xpre " was ar appropriate 1M

I'he Yellowhead pass, with the development of New Caledonia, became, from
its low altitude, of great value as a means of transport for the heavy loads of

dressed leather necessary for making tents, mocassins, bags and pack cords for

the carrying service west of the mountains where moose and deer, and « equently
leather upplies, were scarce. It was, indec long known as the Leather pa
though the Peace River pass was first used for this traffic and appears to have been
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again used largely in preference to the Yellowhead pass as the trade grew. The
merits of the Yellowhead pass only received proper recognition with the coming of
the railways.

David Thompson, whose pioneer trip has been briefly mentioned, is one of the
great figures in Canadian history. Indeed, a writer, perhaps himself a Scot, has
asserted that Thompson was a Scotsman, and expatiated on the honour he has
brought to the race. Let it be stated that Thompson was born in London, England,
and that both his parents were Welsh, the family name being originally Thomas.

It was in 1797, at the age of 27, that finding the Hudson's Bay Company opposed
to his making surveys and trading at the same time, Thompson left its service and
entered that of the “Company of the Merchants from Canada™ which, in the
words of Thompson's biographer, having “much larger and more progressive ideas

was anxious to obtain some accurate knowledge of the extent and character of the
country in which it was carrying on its business.” This was the North West Com-
pany of such daring spirits as Sir Alexander Mackenzie who reached the Arctic
ocean in 1789 by the Mackenzie river and crossed overland to the Pacific in 1793,
and of Simon Fraser who explored the Fraser river from Fort George to its mouth
in 1808.

In 1806, two years after the North Westers had decided to extend their trade
to the country west of the Rockies, the region which is now British Columbia,
Idaho, Washington, Oregon and western Montana, Thompson was sent west to the
North Saskatchewan with considerable powers, and for the next few years he

travelled to and fro through Howse pass, establishing posts, which Duncan Mec
Gillivray had essayed to do in 1801, doubtless crossing the same pass. Thompson
was on his usual journey, in the fall of 1810, when he was turned back by the war-
like Piegan Indians of the plains, who, rankling under a severe defeat by the Flat-
heads of the mountains, were determined the traders should supply their foes
with no more munitions. Alex. Henry the younger tells the story thus:

The first severe check the Piegans ever received from the nations of the waters of the Columbia
was in the summer of 1810, when they met the Flatheads and others marching to the plains in search of
buffalo. The meeting was so sudden and unexpected that the Piegans could not avoid giving battle
They fought with great courage nearly all day, until the Piegans had expended their ammunition and
been reduced to defend themselves with stones. A small rising ground which divided the two contend
ing parties enabled them to come to close quarters, At last, the Piegans were obliged to retreat, leaving
16 of their warriors dead upon the field. This defeat exasperated the Piegans against us for strength-
ening their encmies by supplying them with arms and ammunition. They fain would wreck their venge-
ance upon us, but dread the consequences as it would deprive them in future of arms and ammunition,
tobacco, and above all, their favourite liquor, high wine.

The Indian hostility caused the Hudson's Bay Company to drop out of the west-
ern trade in 1811, but the North Westers were not to be stopped in this fashion.
Thompson altered his route to the north in an endeavour to cross the mountains
by the head waters of the Athabaska river, ““a route,” says Alex. Henry, “by which
a party of Nepisangues (Nipissings) and freemen' passed a few years ago.”

1 A freeman was the name applied to a man who had left the Company’s service and had since tented about like the
Indians, trading skins and furs.
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20 Early History

d’ Orignal™ or *“NMoose encampment,” where horses usually met the party. Pro-
ceeding, the brigade arrived at *la Grande traverse™ or “la traverse du Trou™
where the Athabaska was forded, often not without difficulty and danger. The
route continued on the east side of the Athabaska past the prairie de la Vache to

the Old Fort, opposite the mouth of the Miette river, where canoes were waiting.

Hardisty Ck Mt Hardist Mt. Kerkes

Athabaska and Whirlpool River
| a shoulder of Mt, Edith Cavell (1). The “traverse du tr

Franchere reached the Old Fort on May 17. It was beautiful for situation sur

rounded with prairie and woodland; but the house had been abandoned by the

North Westers four or five years previously. Franchére's words are:

Nous parvinmes tous & une vieille maison que la nie du N, O. avait fa wutrefe
ma ju'elle van band e “i"l juatr 1o ]l te de cette ma 1t
charmant; il suffit de dire qu'elle est batie sur une ¢ de la jolie riviere Athabaska, et est ente
de riantes et vertes prairies et de bosquets superbes

Franchére viewing these fair fields in the springtime, thought it a pity there was

no one there to admire them. To-day they form the site of Jasper.

This uninhabited house is also mentioned by Ross Cox, who returned east in the

spring of 1817, in charge of a brigade of 86 Pacific Fur Company people, which
included Duncan McDougall. He describes it as built as a hunting lodge for trap-
pers, but abandoned owing to scarcity of provisions, He gives its latitude as 52
537 107,

On May 19, Franchére and his companions having abandoned their canoe,
which was leaking, overtook John McDonald, of Garth, who had set out in charge
of the first canoe of the brigade, at a post which McDonald calls ** Jasper Haw's
House.”™ The post, which was on the west shore of Brulé lake, is described by
Franchére as being in the middle of a wood and almost everywhere surrounded by

steep rocks. A Mr. Decoigne was in charge.

[
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( it man's castle, which had a very ¢ 1w effect. Here wever, w i lordly dwel
i but a nea tle f wood hu ed he climate of the cou o1 ed comfortable
and 1 1w chec 1 hapy 11 ind what gave 1o the place a cheeri eet wis the un
f ng a pleasing contrast to the w-clad he wround. Here 1 I friend Joseph Félix
Larocque, 15sq., a I North-wester, and former f( mbia, was in charge

They found Jasper House in charge of
old fellow, with a large family
Michel Klyne was still postmaster in 1834

Through Jasper park, in the spring of 182

*a man by the name of Klyne, a jolly

7, there tramped with some 30 Ibs, of

seeds secured in an oileloth on his back, which he would trust to no one else to

carry, David Douglas. the Scottish botanist,
alwavs eager to increase his store of learning
but sometimes * molested out of his life™ by
he was the guest

He reached Jasper House on May 4. Two

donia packet consisting of George McDougall

their way cast by the newly discovered Yellowhead pas

after whom the Douglas fir is named,
. be it even of the Chinook language:
the voyageurs of the brigade of which
days later he overtook a New Cale-
and four men, who had battled down

reaching Jasper House

on April 18, Douglas named the mountains on either side of the Athabaska pas
mount Brown, after R. Brown, “the illustrious botanist,” and mount Hooker in
honour of his “early patron, the professor of botany in the university of Gla

gow.” The higher of these peaks is only 10,500 feet, but till 1893 they appeared on
maps on Douglas’ estimate of their height, as being about 17,000 feet, and the

highest mountains on
the North
o continent

%.‘ Douglas

\merican

g mentions
m that a fellow Scot,
I'homas Drummond,
assistant naturalist on

Franklin

expedition, spent the

the second

summer of 1826in the

neighbourhood of Jas-

per, going cast in
November to Edmon-
ton.

It wa witl the
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Jasper. A few days later, we find him at the head of the pass cheerfully undertak
ing a fast of 30 days to reduce his corpulence sufficiently to enable him to continue
his journey to the Columbia, for the first time in his life, on snow-shoes. At the
summit, he met the Hudson's Bav brigade with which were *old friends,” * Captains
Ward and Vavasseur,” who were returning to England from a mission to the mouth

of the Columbia. Ward took De Smet’s letters for Europe

De Smet gives the location of Jasper House as the foot of Jasper lake
. Jasg

Paul Kane, the painter, author of *Wanderings in North America,” visited this
new Jasper House in November of the same year, going west. He describes it a
consisting of

(8]} 1 erable hut I'he dwelling | composed of two r f al ti e

I'his was Colin Fraser, postmaster at Ja per House since 1840, The squaw, 1t

is interesting to note, was one of 44 people baptised by De Smet on his visit
3 !

1 tH

H
In the late fifties, gold was discovered in Cariboo, and Jasper found itself on the
trail in the rush that followed. A party of four goldseekers returned ecast in 1860
with a EI" of $1.600. Well nigh 200 emigrants from the east passed through
Yellowhead pass in 1862, on an overland journey that was for some of them 1,900
miles long. The largest party numbered 150. Two other parties followed. Their
greatest difficulties began after passing Jasper, and many perished in the mount-
1ie Thompson, Of
party of five, only two reached safety. This appears to have deterred other
he gold fever was at its height when Dr. W. B. Cheadle and Viscount Milton
came out from England to explore the west
Ches

\Milton four vears vounger. *The North West Passa

ond. Four were dr¢ d in the Fraser, and two in t

dle who later achieved eminence in his profession was 27 years of age and

by Land™ is the story of

B~

A
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their adventures. Dr. Cheadle is the author of this entrancing volume, which has

been frequently reprinted since the first issue in 1863

‘Hnu were those who lln.m'h! -_'-'H lnl;".l be lemtl cast of the Rockie § and

Milton and Che adle,

at Edmonton, met a band of miner

who had been prospecting

on the North Saskatchewan. Their Captain, a Kentuckian name Love, told them

he had come east through the Yellowhead pa I'hre

ceded the Englishmen to the west by a few days

Milton and Cheadle travelled up the Athabaska 1

river, and then followed the latter to the Yellowhead

members of this party pre

they turned south and with much difficulty worked their way down the North

Thompson river to Kamlooy

Questions in the Imperial Parliament, in 1857, abc
< |

territories to the Hudson’s Bay Company, which wa

Palliser expedition to the western prairies. Sir Jame

ut the lease of the

about to expire, led to the

Hector, NLLD., was the

geologist to this party, and in the unusually severe winter of 18359, he visited Jasper

park from Edmonton. He set out on January 12, goi

\ssiniboine, travelling for fourteen days on the ice with

reached Jasper House they had to ford a rapid on the

ng up the river from Fort

dogs. The night the party
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Early Histor

their shoulders, although the thermometer was 15

he Athabaska is but *a small rivulet.”

s begun on February 19, the route being the

now followed by the railway. FEdmonton was reached

ummer was by canoe. Later, when the Red River

ssume importance, the greater part ol the ummer

prairi with native ponies and Red River carts built

e nail or piece of iron. The trip from Fort Garry
months; from Edmonton to Jasper, the carts were
irted to

In the year 1871, the mountains and

their passes became a matter of na-
nal interest. British Columbia joined
the Confederat 1 ¢ of the -
f the agreement was the
(4 ! i I I tra ( "'l“‘\‘
ra 1 be mn iced 1
ears a f ( thin ten vears of
the date of the union. Search for a
racticable route throu ¢ mout
1 I, wa 1 ¢ commence I'he
repor I ecar ex rer indicated
P ! that the ¢ ce of 1 v between
0 Jaspe
. the Yel head pass
. \ 1 T i I Ire mi I urve
I871, it appeared that the A I ffered 1t reater 1ceme
g l¢ evere grade fewer dithculties of « tructios However, general
exploration was continu I 187¢ | ny different passes were examined,
il results tending to confirm the first verdict that the Yellowhead pa wa
¢ most suitable
I'he 1 t complete accou f f these trij that o
expediti f 1872. chr Ocean to Ocean” by Princi
Sir Sandford Fleming, 1t Chief Engineer, was very 1
route through t pa d North Thompson river t
down the Fraser to the « practic re (
Canadian Northern railway la By complete
had been made, though 1 wctual ¢ e

mountam
\'.\.:‘\ E\‘.lﬁ ¢ Wa
railway during the year

the Yellowhead pass, as sc

the whole route of the transcontinent

e general location was moved 150 miles south

to cro the mountains by Kicking Horse pass
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It is interesting to note that the great advantages of the Yellowhead
pass with a summit altitude of only 3,727 feet were carly recognized although
not utilized for a railway until the Grand Trunk Pacific was constructed, more
than a quarter of a century later

The railways enter the Park running in a southerly direction on opposite sides
of the Athabaska river, the Canadian Northern on the left or west bank, and the
Grand Trunk Pacific on the right bank. They continue up the river in this position
until above Jasper lake, where the Grand Trunk Pacific crosses to the same side
of the river as the Canadian Northern, and at the Snaring river the two railways
are only about thirty rods apart. Two miles above this, the Canadian Northern
crosses under the Grand Trunk Pacific, and from there to Jasper continues closer
to the river and considerably lower than the latter. Beyond Jasper both railways
turn sharply to the west up the narrow valley of the Miette river, coming very
close together for about two miles, when the Canadian Northern crosses the Miette
on a long wooden trestle. From here, both roadbeds are cut out along the steep
cliffs which form the sides of the narrow valley, until near Geikie station, when the
Grand Trunk Pacific crosses to the south of the Miette river, and for three miles
the two tracks are laid along the same right of way. The Grand Trunk Pacific
then re-crosses to the north side of the Miette, and from there on, the railways
remain on opposite sides of the valley.

The low grades maintained by these railways throughout their climb to the

ummit of the pass are very remarkable. At Parkgate near the eastern limit of the
park, the elevation of the Grand Trunk Pacific railway is 3 283 feet above sea-level,
and at Yellowhead pass, which it crosses through a cut seven feet deep, the eleva-
tion of the rail is only 3,721 feet. This means that in a distance of fifty-two miles,
the total ascent is only 438 feet, an average of less than nine feet to the mile. The
Canadian Northern enters the park about ninety feet below the Grand Trunk
Pacific, and crosses the pass at an elevation of 3,712 feet. In both cases the steepest

grades occur in the valley of the Miette river between Jasper and the pass, but in

neither case does the maximum exceed one half of one per cent
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Bighorn Head
CHAPTER 11
GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE PARK
Bea « he mountain \ | « red lalk Charact ¢ f ¢ Athabaska river
Rapid and fall of strea S } W escape | v fJa and Poca
honta \nim Bird Fisl and Plar
Tln scENERY of Jasper park adjacent to the railway is not of the rugged nature
of some of the more remote districts, but nevertheless it has many charms.
As Principal Grant says:

There jerful combination of beauty about these mountains. Great masses of boldly defined
bare rock ar ited to the beauty that variety of form, colour and vegetation give. A noble river with
many tributaries, each defining a distinct range, a beautiful lake ten miles long, embosomed thre

, thousand three hundred feet above the sea, among tains twice a ffer innumerable sce
seldom to be found within the same compass, t artist

There are many small vividly coloured lakes throughout the park, particularly
in the vicinity of Jasper, and many gorges and waterfalls, In the district to the
north of Jasper the rocks are chiefly of a limestone formation, and there are very

few streams that have not at least one interesting waterfall or gorge. The un-

usually wide valley of the Athabaska, with its many channels and open meadows,
gives a sense of freedom often lacking in mountain regions. Farther back from the
railway are many fine alpine districts where lofty snow-clad peaks and huge ice-
fields offer inducements to those athletic travellers who find their chief recreation

in scaling almost inaccessible heights.

Like other glacier streams, Athabaska river carries a great deal of sediment
and wherever the current becomes sluggish some of this is deposited. The wide
expansions at Jasper lake and Brulé lake form excellent settling basins for this

sediment and it is probable that in a few years these lakes will become entirely

—

silted up. The large sand bars visible in low water near the upper end of these

lakes indicate how rapidly the change is taking place. D.B Dowling, of the Geo-

N




30 General Description

logical Survey, suggests that a former lake between Brulé lake and Jasper lake has
already been filled up. To quote his report (Summary Report 1910, Geol. Survey,
Canada

Gravel terraces similar to those on the Bow river are found at

elevations up to 300 feet above the present river hese, no doubt
long to the same period as the transported d ts know 1l
Saskatchewan gravel I'he tributary streams entering on each side
are moving a large amount of gravel into the Athabaska valley, and
n almost every case show a steady growth of fan deposit near 1
mout I'hus, at the mouth of Fiddle he siceper le of the
tream has  enabled to move material towards the
1 river that could t be removed by the current of that
( cquer the er has been forced er aga the
cky wa { the 1 he r l¢ A\t the
horn cre 1 smaller collection of river-borne materia t
fa whic ccupies a part of the flar, ‘1 T ¢

)a ake, | teria . and
] to ' i i ! ¢
l et f the barrier a I'l «
t I f (
I s Anite fha | i
m from Brulé lake ‘ f Prairie cre ]

" $ox med "

xister f the la View page 77

\lwnu the east shore of _l.4~[‘l‘l |.4|\r. \.ll:(‘ sandbank P
have been formed by the wind which carries the fine » 1
and from the lake shore and deposits it in the more
heltered places. Between Interlaken and Hawes, a
ridge ten or twenty feet high has been built up for
about three miles between Jasper la ind Talbot lake I'his ridge, sparsely
timbered with jack pme and pruce, 1s never mor than a quarterol an ile wide
and in some places not more than one hundred vard Similar action may be
observed along the east shore of Brulé lake

Much of the area within the park has been swept by fire, though fortunatel
the heads of many fine valleys have been pared. Some say that this fire was caused

by a quarrel between two tribes of Indians. one of whom started the fire in an
ttempt to destroy the other. Now much of the country is covered with old bruld

overgrown with small poplar and jack pine. The valley of Athabaska river

comparatively open with large prairie-like meadow I'he timber is a light growth
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of poplar and jack pine, interspersed with scattered Douglas fir in the drier parts,
and in the swamps it is chiefly spruce.

As a result of the denuded nature of the country, one very noticeable feature is
the rapid rise and fall of the streams. It is no uncommon sight to see in a harmless
looking stream, a few feet in width, a gravel bar several hundred feet wide covered
with recently uprooted trees, bearing mute witness to the power that has been
exerted. It is related that an early storekeeper who was crossing Fiddle river with
a team of horses and a wagon load of supplies, stopped in the stream to remove
some of the boulders and while doing so heard a roar above him. So rapidly did
the water rise, that to save himself he had to abandon both team and wagon

Towxs. The two places of principal importance within the park are Jasper
and Pocahontas. Pocahontas lies just within the first hi

gh range of mountains,

while Jasper is about twenty-seven miles farther in. Pack trains and equipment for

tourists may be obtained at either place, although the majority of guides and out

fitters have made their he ﬂqn.uh’! at Ja per This 1 1\I<‘lhll"\ because |d‘;"!

lies nearer to the higher ranges adjacent to the summit of the Rocky mountain
regions such as Robson district for example. Both places may be reached by either
the Grand Trunk Pacific or the Canadian Northern railway. At Jasper both stations

are on the west side of the river, are known by the ime name and are only about

station are on the east side of Athabaska river, Bedson, the corresponding C. N

half a mile apart. At Pocahontas, the Grand Trunk Pacific station, the town and

ere is no bridge across the river at that

Ry. station being on the opposite side. 'l
point, but there are nearly always boats on either side so that little difficulty is
experienced in crossing

Jasper, a di-
\“ |"“-|| }\UHII on
the Grand Trunk
Pacific railway,
is also the head-
quarters of the
].Hl‘. staff. Here
the government
1as recently
erectea an

artistic  bunga-

. I 1 =4
low built of the g $ iy
boulders so a- - R o o e ——

bundant in the

vicinity. In this I
building, which « k The

SCrves as a resi-

dence for the superintendent of the park, provision has been made for the ad-

ministration offices required at the present time. It is the desire of the govern-

ar architectural design,

ment that other permanent buildings should be of a sir
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constructed either of logs or wood, so that in the future the town may present an

harmonious appearance in keeping with its picturesque surrounding

The town lies on a gravelly bench about two miles long and half a mile wide and

approximately sixty feet above the river. To the north and west, there is a steep
hill two to threc
hundred feet
high,and bevond
th there a
rolling plateau
about two mile
in width., On
the north thi
platcau com-

mences below a

1oulder

iin, reaching

I f ke A castward toward

the railway From here it extends southward, and swinging to the west above
asper, parallels the valley of the Miette for about ten miles.  One of the most
noticeable features of this plateau is the number of small lakes and pond cat-
tered over it, many of which are well stocked with fisl Chief among these are

Pyramid,Patricia,
Cabin and Cale
lonia lake

Hidden among

main as yetunvi

On the« pPposite
side of the niver,
there is a wide

flat extending

north beyvond NMa-
ligne river. On Phot D
this flat there are Superintendent’s Residence and Office per
also a number of
l

very attractive lakes, the more important ones being Beauvert, Annette and Edith
lakes. This district has been burned over but fortunately much of the timber

surrounding the lakes has been spared so that their beauty is unmarred by fire.

-

T ey



ituated on the ea

1 formed by e a R e a Perdr | base of it well
\ 1 nark R«
m , \

' I \ |
!

] fforded
excelle range for
leer while the lower
mounta range |
eir wide grassy

S 1 Resid Of |
lopes above timber

line had been the natural pasture ground of mountain heey

Under the efficient protection given by the Parks regulations and the excellent
!

staff of rangers, there is no doubt that game of all kinds is rapidly increasing
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Moustaiy Sueep axp Goars.  The mountains of the Maligne range extending
outheast to the Brazeau are the favourite resort of mountain goats and sheep and

on two occasions the survevor ww sheep here. Once three allowed them to aj

proach within fifteen yards before

fright and then theyv ran only about fifty

vards away and started feeding again \
large herd of sheep is seen daily on the
southern ~|v»]'x~ of Roche Miette on the |
banks of the Rocky river. These have been |
photographed on several occasions by the |

local warden at Pocahontas. Mr. A, O
Wheeler reports that in the fall of 1913 he |
saw twenty-six while making one climb in

the vicinity of Shovel pa

The Rocky Mountain goat may be seen

occasionally near the river but his usual
habitat is in the more rugged mountain (
farther back. This animal i found nt
almost all of the higher ranges and the

Superintendent reported in the early part

of 1914 that he had seen a number

slopes of mount Kerkeslin, near the mouth

D R f the Whirlpool river. A band of six wa

; seen on the cliffs of Marmot mounta nd

! ; others in the valley of Portal creel

CARIBOL Caribou arc eldom seen in

the lower valley |)u|H1,' the ummer their favourite haunt seems to be the 1l

grassy ‘\h near timber line. Early in the season several were seen below Signal

mountain and in July there were a number at the head of Portal creek and in
Tonquin valley, three one evening
pas ing close to the rses and within
one hundred yards of camp. Later, on

Mount Maccearib, seven were observed

lving on a snow-spot a short distance

below the peak

Deer.  Deer are plentiful and are

frequently seen in the vicinity of
Jasper, particularly near Pyramid lake

and prairie de la Vache. It is probable

that during the summer months they

leave the lower valleyvs and go to the timber or higher slopes to avoid the flies.
Moose are to be found in the region lying to the west of Brulé lake

3ears.  There are quite a large number of bears and the Park officers are con-

R——




than fifty feet wide, or
boat

until the i
Coronach creek, a beay

the trail t uch an extent it 1t wa
| necessary to swim the horse \nother
colony may be found near the mout ol
the Niette river
Muskrars.  Muskrats are very plen-
ful in the Miette valle ind near the
Goat ummit there are 1nad n a large
| of mink including two families of black mink which the local warden
keeps under « tant surveillance
LK I'here are no elk at present the park but the P f1 \1
from 1 unction of the NMiette Uree tated to have bec ted
da ne of the best hunting grounds for ¢l the Canadian Rockie
t Superintendent found e trij the sout le of 1 t Kerke the
ca 1 hor I Cr onte ired elk, w C eems to bear 1 it fact. With
efficient protection elk will return to the parl
Ragnii Rabbit re ver umerou
and unfortunate ire somewha lestruc
tive of the unger tree growtl I'he
pparent] e off reat numbers every
eve ir. During the cars of abun-
lance ¢ district where they are found i
infested with « es, but when the rabbit
1 n CSe pr 1a o 'll‘ \']f 1
( ertt it ( i
I'he sea f 1913 was one during which
rabbit lied off in great numbers and i Ho1
( 1eS WEre rar M
Marmor.  Of other animals the one most likely to attract the attention of the
traveller is the whistler or marmot, which makes its home in rocks near timber line
There 1 large colony among the rocks near the ad of Whistlers creeck and when
alarmed, the whole valley resounds with their shrill, piercing call




—
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Porcuring, Squirrer, eTc. The pika or little chief hare, about the size of
a grey squirrel, also makes his home in the high rock slides. He closely resembles a
hare in appearance. Lower down the yellow-haired porcupine is occasionally seen.
Squirrels and chipmunks are very common and many varieties of smaller rodents

may be found by those sufficiently familiar with their habits

Prarmican., Ptarmigan were quite white, was seen
were seen frequently on the Maligne range
throughout the summer behind mount Tekarra
and appeared to be of tw Several varieties of grouse
varieties Several  bird mayv be found, among them
with voung, seen in July Franklin's grouse, some

near the head of Nleadow times called the fool-hen

creck,appeared much darker because it is so tame that
than those found in he it can be casily knocked
mountain farther outh, over with a stick, the

and gave a call not unlike dusky or blue grouse and

the quack of a duck \1 the ruffed grouse The
the end of September, a ravages of the covote
S 1 1 1

large flock, many of whicl a serious check t
increase of grouse, all of which build their nests on the ground

Ducks. During the migratory seasons very large flocks of wild geese, swans
and ducks cover the lakes and the enlargements of the Athabaska river, especially
in the vicinity of Interlaken ¢ sloughs and streams of the Miette river are )
a favourite resting ground

EacrLe axp Owr.  Birds of prey are not numerous. Several hawks were seen

1

and in Portalvalley a golden cagle was observed three or four times, circling around

A number of horned owls were noticed during the summer and in the fall
their melancholy hoot was heard |u.4|]\ cvery x||L'§x\ ‘|’!u'w !!H«i\, !ll\-' the covote

doubtless depend largely on rabbits for their subsistence

Orner Birps.  The smaller birds include the robin, the humming-bird, and the
whiskey-jack. Crows and ravens visit the park occasionally. Many varieties of

thrushes, sparrows; warblers and other small birds are to be found.

Fisu.  Most of the year the Athabaska itself is too turbid for fishing, but trout
are numerous in many of the smaller streams. Many of the lakes near Jasper, in
cluding Pyramid and Patricia lakes, are well stocked, and Jacques lake, lving be-
tween the Maligne and Rocky rivers, is frequently visited by enthusiastic anglers
from both Jasper and Pocahonta

Trees axp Prants. The most common tree in the fire-swept valley of the
Athabaska and along its lower ~|~;‘<" 1s the jack }‘im'. a !'.II\]) tree that is the first
to spring up in the dry burnt soil left by a severe fire. Much poplar, usually small,
but sometimes nine inches in diameter, is found on the flats and along the base of

the mountains. There is throughout a scattered growth of Douglas fir and near

p——————
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Lsper trec four feet in diameter may be found the vamps and
moist ground, spruce and cottonw metime grow to a large size. | the
higher valley untouched by fire the timber 1s cl efl pruce and balsam witl
few spreading pine trees of a variety peculiar to high altitude \lder and willow
are found throughout, different varietic f the latter ranging tfrom the
vallevs to the extreme edge of timber linc

During the month of July, large quantitic f strawberries of larg Ze a ex
cellent flavour can be gathered on the open flat the vicinity of Jasper. In August
wskatoon or service berries are abundant in the flats lying to the north of FFiddle
river and very fine raspberries can be found Jong the trail from Pocahonta
the Miette hot sj and in the Athabaska valley above Maligne river. ‘Three
varieties of blueberries were seen, but e of then arge quantitic I'here
vere also a few gooseberry bushes but the fruit did ippea be pr rlv n
tured

An exhaustive study of the flowers and plants of t trict ha to be 1

In 1911. a partial investigation was made by members of the Sn I
titution and the results were publishe pecial edit f the Ca \lj
Journal for 1912, An ¢ the more common plants mentioned the report

following

I'here are a 1 rec spec fer Par f ra fe 1 0 ert
Orchids also were well represented although the re not ver ommon. Repre-
entative { the following fami T

ntergreen

Goosefoot, Purslane, Saxifrage, Vetcl 1x, Primr Dogw I, W

d Parsley
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CHAPTER 111
TRIPS SOUTH FRON JASPER

Oldf nt I'he W Mt | h ( |
\1 \

LororT PoinTt. Oldfort Point is a bare knoll lving about a quarter of a mile east
() from the 1th end of the bridge acre the Athabaska 1 r. Itisalittle over
four hundred feet above e river and there v well-marked footpath leading t
the summit. It may be reached casily from Jasper in ab ind for the

amount ol

t and north lie Roche Bonhomme and t

g mnt (
immediate foreground lake Beauvert, and farther away [ \nnette
lake and Edith lake, nestling among the green timber | the left of these,
Athabaska river winds down the valley and disappears around a bend in the di
tance. Across the Athabaska the two railwayvs mayv be plainly seen, the higher one
being the Grand Trunk Pacific. Far down the valley on the west side, the long wall

of Roche De Smet is plainly visible while still farther to the left, Pyramid mount:
its rocky walls streaked with red, rises to a height of 9,076 feet. To the west lic
Jasper and the valley of Miette river, while close by, the road winds down the hill
kes and crosses Athabaska river. South of the Miette. in the
angle formed between it and the Athabaska lies “the Whistlers,” a bare flat

yped mountain about 8,000 feet elevation

between Twin

Up Athabaska river, the view of the valley is cut out by some low rolling ridge

of about the same elevation as Oldfort point, but the view of the peaks is not ob

scured. Chief among these, Lectern peak, named from its resemblance to a church
lectern, by G. I&. Howard in 1913, may be easily identified by it harp apex and
long symmetrical shoulders, and higher up the river the monarch of the district,

mount Edith Cavell, rears its snow-clad summit nearly 7,500 feet above the valley.
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t Tekarra (8,818 feet) and

On the cast side of the river and close at hand lies mo

to the right of that mount Kerke ts sharp triangular apex 9.790 feet above

ca-level, Tekarra was the Indian guide of Sir James Hector, Kerkeslin is also a

name given by him. On a clear dav, far to the south, may be seen a black square

0 ) )

1 \ \ Me
rock closely resembling the Devil’s head near Banff, as seen from the east
the right of that, a black peak almost as high as 1 nt Edith Cavell. The height
of tl peak is 10,988 feet above sea-level while that of mount Edith € wvell 1
11.033 feet

'ne WmisTrLers (8,085 I'his mountain is situated just above the junctic f
Miette river with baska river, the summit lying about four mile outhwest

has been built and the trip to it from Jasper and return may

f Jasper. A

be made easily in one dayv by saddle horses, or on t. provided the tourist in
good pl ical conditic
Leaving Jasper we follow the wagon road to the \Miette bridge, about a mile

and a half from the station, crossing Cabin creck and passing under the railway

\ little beyond the bridge a road turns tc

bluffs and about three hundred vards from the main road a trail turns to the right

left along the base of some rocky

uj the hill
As we climb slowly up this trail, the valleys below gradually widen out and the

view constantly takes on new charm At an elevation of about 5,000 feet the trail

turns to the north crossing a rock slide on a comparatively level grade his

gives a short breathing space and again the trail turns up and continues to climb

rapidly until the summit is reached. Here our arrival is announced by a hrill




whistle I'he rocks on the summit form the home I marmots comm
I.IHMA] “wihi !"'I p mountamn | d E
I'he summit ha , and in order to le view it is necessary

to move from point to point. The first view which claims attention is down Atha

baska river, the whole valley of which lies open for a distance of

the mouth of \Nliette river

foregrour lic | er, 1
buildings and roads plainl
visible I'he railways wind
dong the west side of the
river, pa through Jasper
ind ide b ide, turn uj

I ( most  below u
I'he wide be ( bove
Jasper are t t
Lt ( ( 18} 1 1C

I'he road to these may be
cen climbingt hill behind O

Jasper and winding acro

flat be I Pvramid lake stands Pyramid mountain rocl ummit rising
ibout three thousand feet above the timber at its basc ind west from it
extends the low range which forms the divide between Miette and Snaring river
In the distance to the right of Pyramid may be seen Roche De Smet, easily disting
uished by its central peak which rises tfrom the middle f a long serrated ridec
Still farther to the right,in clear weather, mount Aeolus may be seen, a sharp point
at the west end and a long shoulder extending to the south. This is the highe
peak in the vicinity of Pocahonta

East of the Athabaska river the road to the Maligne gorge is plainly visible

from the time it leaves Ja per until it reaches the shore f Edith lake. Bevond
lies Colin range, its grey limestone peaks rising high above timbered slopes. (
picuous among these, is the dark face of Roche Bonhomme solemnly gazing sky
ward, and Colin mountain the highest peak near the north end of the range lq 1
to the left of Colin mountain stands one of the )‘(.4;-.* of Roche Iu.“u\ . & square
black rock

To the east and across Athabaska river, lies mount Tekarra, the northerly peak
of the Maligne range, while bevond and to the right stands the summit of Watch

tower. Below lie a series of rolling brulé-covered benches, with scattered meadow

lakes and clumps of fir, while far to the southeast Athabaska river may be seen
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t be expecte I a mountain so prominent as Nt Edith Cavell could 1

fail to attract tl I n mtameer hus Principal Grant write

b

Holwa and Dr. A. ]
Gilmore The ascent wa
made by the west aréte

from a camp on the widc

grassy pa outh ol the
mountain, between Astoria Circus Va
river and Whirlpool river Looking { G




river, the trail L g

Most of the way the trail is along open flats or
brulé but for the last two miles the mountain

with green timber. In addition to the trail

being constructed to this poimnt .
- - AY (PR i
F'oxouin Varrey asxp Ameruvst Lakes I'he trail
g ’ 3 i Looking

leading to Tonquin valley and Amethyst lakes is an old p 5o, Ag

Indian hunting trail and like all such trails, has not been ¢

spoiled by too much work. Leaving the trail up the west
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|

ide of Athabaska river about four miles from Jasper, it cuts across the flat and

crosses Whistlers creek just at the base of the mount:

p r
me thousand feet follows and then it passes al 1 steeg le hill covere vit
old brulé., Soon it enters green timber and wir rou mud. over rox 0

)
ale
hill the
hea (
Us fa
Vour \‘l Cir-
cun \
the cad f
v b X
uf r
| P, Mr. M
| I
( i I
Horse fet
camp grounds are numerou Several mountan 1re 1

v ( ; e valley itself offers attractions to the explorer
I'he Whistlers and Indian ridge lie to the north and either one may be re
Whistlers and Indian passes. about 8,000 feet

casily in two hours. Behir
1 mte H brancl
\Meadow creek, but whether

ey are suitable for horse

west head of
[ Manx peal
weed ridge
glacier ind  rocl lide
I'w r ree small  lake
the roc or
erve a el e of ma
marmots whos rill call
of alarm echo through the eiAg ) " NS
valle | ¢ ut
Marr mountain, a large flat 1o} i nta mayv be reached «
irs. 1 mountain gives an exceller ew of the Athabaska ¢ P




Tonquin Valle 7

From the head of Whistlers creek the trail winds up open grassy slopes to the

!
Marmot pass, behind Marmot mountain, leading to Portal creek. This pass i
about 7,500 feet high. From here the trail descends almost directly down to Portal
Angle Ph M
I P ol MO I i (

creck, a drop of about 1,500 feet, the lower

P g covered with fallen timber
Just above where the trail crosses the creek, the branch from Circus valley joir
flowing out throug large ro lide
l Glaci i b D I 'k

Circus valley has not yet been explored. It appears to be a rather rocky, barren

valley with three large glaciers at its head. On the north side ar

the lowest, Nanx peak, being 9987 feet elevation
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\bout a mile and a half above the forl there | 1 small meadow where fec
for horses can be obtained From a camy t this point, Lecter peak and the
three other peaks of the range to the cast, a t would be accessible

A D
I \ foat |
I 1 I I 1 I H

| R and ‘'l P M. ( 11
\ 1 |
I'wo small lateral valleys could also be explored. On the west side of the valley
Portal peak, directly above the camp has not yet been climbe
R i
M D I ( 1 | | | 1. M. ¢

{ f I, Amet K . 1

Three miles above the forks, the valley widens out and timber line is reached

From a camp here several peaks may be reached. Mount Maccarib, less than twe
I

thousand feet above the camp, is a very easy climb and affords an excellent view




The higher

point to the
west over-
look \me-
thyst lake
ind the head

river with 1t

many glacier

bv rise the

Fonquin Valley from Thunderbolt Peak (13 precipitou
R \ k ¢ walls of Old-
I I P \
I horn moun-
tai | he west ar
ind the Rampart werit

forbidd

Several other peaks
from here chief amor
Oldhorn mountain,

mount NMajestic Of

apparently offers the most inducement
for the mountaineer, while Nlajestic
offers a splendid view of the surround
mg country

Continuing the journey, two

;.1‘ S
are now open, the one to the south,
\storia pa leading into the valley

of Astoria river, above mount Edith
Cavell, and an

Maccarib pass, leading into the valley Fr

o the 23| ; ¢
1 the Wi ’ From Thunderbolt Peak (13




of Maccarib creek, a branch of Meadow creek. Horses may be taken over the

former pass and up the valley to its head, but this involves a descent to Astoria
river of over two thousand feet. This would, however, offer an approach to mount
Edith Cavell and an opportunity to re the vallevs above 1t
Maccarib pa 1o the the pa the west shoulder
west is about 7,100 feet ¥ of Mt. Clitheroe is reached
1 1 1 L 1
1bove 1-leve ind lead . and here a good camj

into Naccarib valley, whi ground may be found in

1S open at the bottom with n the outh
cattered timber along botl creck I'hi
mile it the en=

: n

qu valle

(
bee (
has bec clected because
it lic the direct 1 (
f the return trip be made
by wa f Nea cre
wever ver conve ¢l
m which to ascend moun
( mount Nlajest I
r. onl f a mile fron ¢

outh end. three miles from

beat ! reg S I
i ¢ hear 1 b
hve imdred et 1 r (
¢ ¢ a 1
1 re ( T
pru ba m for cal
1\1‘; \bove the timber Cr ire A\ | { S Y 14
more open mea Or g le er | ;
lope ind snill gher ¢ cl
ummit ol the mountan rise in all their grat deur \lor £ Lhe outl rising

ibruptly four thousand feet above the valley, its base guarded by white glaciers

|
|
|
|

I
tl



and dark rock-slide tands the huge wall of the Ramparts w forn
continental divide. NMount Geikie, the highest and most impr \ peal f thy
range, named after Sir Archibald Geikie, the veteran geologist just within Briti
Columbia territory, and close to the | | of Fraser river
Near the ut ond wit Iriy I ogr
f Tonquin valley, 1
6,450 fi boy ca ibove. St
evel dra ) be - 1
\storia river, there mber a 1
beautiful cet  of ta \ ra
vater abou thred I r
iles long and a mile i I !
Cre ¢ ¢ caribou \
( I'hi \ u
arts | i b
= ula iut
gout from [ rel f u
de 1 the 1t l Iciers
bodie f water thu I 1iff
formed are k
\met ar 1
\long e ca
;D P [ |
nea er
q 1
I ¥ 1 | . ¢ ’

from which to attempt the ascent of Oldhorn, whose jag

three mile distant, It is also convenientl ituated with regard
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higher peaks lving to the west, If arrangements could be made to move from

the ad of Portal creck to this camp in one day, it would be an easy and
interesting trip for some members of the party, to ascend Nlaccarib and descend
to the lakes, which arc and a beautiful camp

on the opposite side of ground here, offering a

plendid centre for the

\bout a mile nd

exploration of the
half from the soutl valley and glacier
end of Amethyst lakes above \lthough not

and five hundred feet the highest mountain,

lower, in the main mount lrebus (10,234
vallev of Astoria river, feet) 1s one of the most
lies Chrome lake: near ( picuous, sta ng
the junction  of  the alond its  blacl ch
treams from the Fraser wall rising perpendi-

and Eremite glaciers at

the head of the valley, below
the stream from the From the ulder
Fraser glacier, Pen- of moun Clither

stock creek, plunge the return trip may be

underground just be- made by wav of Meadow

fore joining the other creek. Although there

one, Eremite creek farbican Peak and the Tor e is no trail, horses have

i 1 from Tor H 13 . .

I'here are fine meadow been taken down thi
e

I'he Upper Valley of the Athabaska
Look 1 Mr Kerk eft. Wi | ri 1. ¥ ance 1o A baska

the bottom is open, but about nine miles

down. or about four miles from the railway, it narrows and is apparently more

valley to the railway. For some distance

heavily timbered About six mile below mount Clithero the stream  passes
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below the Forum, and between Roche Noire and mount Arris. Both of these
mountains may be climbed without difficulty and splendid views may be obtained
from either. Mount Arris overlooks the unexplored Crescent valley with its snow-
clad peaks, its snow-fields and glaciers, while the higher
summit of Roche Noire gives a more extensive view of
the surrounding mountains. Two miles beyond, the
mouth of Crescent creek is passed and about thirteen
miles from mount Clitheroe, Meadow creek joins the
main valley of Miette river, eight miles above Jasper.
From here the old construction road is followed to the
town.

Atnasaska Farws. These falls are on Athabaska
river about twenty miles above Jasper. They may be
reached in one day by a good trail along the east side of
the river. They are described by Mr. Stanley Washburn,
the war correspondent, in his book “Trails, Trappers
and Tenderfeet,” as follows:

The river, peaceful and quiet as some great inland waterway, comes

flowing around a curve at a width well on to 200 yards, and then

suddenly the banks close in and the whole volume of water seems to
leap suddenly forward over a ledge less than one-third that width, and
fall into a chasm some 80 feet deep. The walls close in abruptly from
both sides and the vast tumult of water goes surging through a gorge so
narrow that a man could easily leap across from wall to wall. Far down
in the depths is the white froth and resonant roaring of this vast stream,
which is congested into such meagre space that it seems as though the
walls of stone could not withstand the fury with which it lashes at the
rocky barriers that enclose it. A hundred feet above it, the noise and
thunder created down in the depths are so great that only by shouting

can one make his voice heard a foot away

I'he Athabaska Gorge A

Anemones o
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CHAPTER 1V

TRIPS WE!

FRON JASPER

Cabin lake . . . Caledonia lake Dorothy lake . Pyramid and Patricia

lakes . . . Snaring river valley Yellowhead pass

~vABIN Lake. This is a small lake, about seventy-five acres in area, two miles
(‘ west of Jasper, on the bench five hundred feet above the town. A dam has
been constructed at the outlet and the lake forms a reservoir from which the water
supply for the town is obtained. Mina lake and several smaller ones lie close toit.
A good trail has been constructed leading to it.

CarLeponia Lake. Caledonia lake is a small lake lying on a rocky bench above
Miette river about three and one-half miles west of Jasper. It is well stocked with
fish. It may be reached by following the wagon road up Miette river to near the
point where the Canadian Northern railway crosses. From here a trail to the right
crosses both railways and follows up the left bank of a small stream.

Dororny Lake. Dorothy lake is the largest of a group of small lakes on the
rocky benches above Miette river. It is about six miles west of Jasper. Among
other lakes close by are Iris lake, Virl lake, and Christine lake. It may be reached
by means of a trail branching from the Miette wagon road, a short distance below
the mouth of Meadow creek.

Pyramip AND PaTricia Lakes. These are two of the most beautiful lakes near
Jasper and lie close to the foot of Pyramid mountain, on the benches above the
town. Pyramid lake is crescent-shaped with a beautiful wooded islet near the
centre of the curve. Its area is about three hundred acres. Lake Patricia, less than
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long and narrow with an average width of nine hundred

half the size of Pyramid, i
and fifty villa lots have been

no visible outlet or inlet. One hundrec

feet and ha
laid out along the shores of these lakes

been constructed from the town
road climbs along the hillside to the top of the bench, one

road crosses the

A\ good driveway ha to Pyramid lake. Starting
¢ town, this

behind th
hundred and
thirty feet above, bench and tra-

wo and verses the nortl
end of lake
Patricia for over
a thousand feet

\ quarter of a

VICW 18 « mile bey 1, the
f Atl outl d of
river anc « Pyramid oy \1 ( Pvram K¢
lake bevond 1 1 } reached

FFrom here the road ther
along the east shore for about a mile e total length of this road ibout

four mile
Pyramip Mouxtain,  Six miles ne
with red, and or

9,076 feet above sea-level, its dark rugged cliffs stained w

rtheast of Jasper stands Pyramid mountai

its nortl

\M P M |

face a small glacier. To the traveller approaching Jasper from the north by
this is one of the most prominent peaks, its summit wl
sing high above the rocky rampart lying between it and Snaring

1Ie with snow the greate

part of the year, r
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captured with snares of green hide which manner theyv used to kill the |
i

horn, small deer, and even moose

Here open grassy summits and wide meadows lie just above timber line and give
easy access to several fine snow-capped mountains which rise to an elevation of

about 9,500 feet above sea-level. The \.|||(‘) of thi

branch, and also that of the main stream below the
forks, is very narrow, and heavily timbered along the
lower slopes. Huge rock buttresses, projecting from the
mountains above, overhang the valley in a most imposing
manner and small lakes nestle in the cirques between.
In the basins below mount Henry and Cairngorm, there
are several small
lakes Both
these basin
drain to the
south fork
through narrow
gap between
l“L’L’V\l mount-
ains., \.‘t‘“:
three miles from

the mouth of

Snaring river and about four miles below the forks, the

stream draining the basin behind Pyramid mountain enters through a narrow
canyon

Access to this valley from the south would be rather difficult owing to the rolling

brulé-covered benches lying between it and the Miette. Just below Emigrants

mountain there is a pass about 6,700 feet high leading over a grassy summit into
the open country just mentioned. The trip from Jasper through this pass and down
Snaring river would be one of unusual interest, but what difficulties might be
encountered is not yet known

YeLLowneap Pass.  Dr. Cheadle says that the Yellowhead pass derives it
name from being the spot chosen by an Iroquois trapper, known by the sobriquet

of the Téte jaune or “Yellow head,” to hide the furs he obtained on the western

side

The trip up the Miette valley to the pass is not very interesting unless taken with
some other object in view

The valley for about eight miles above Jasper consists of a narrow flat, swampy
in places and hemmed in by steep rock cliffs. For about four miles both railway
are on the north side of the valley, then the Canadian Northern crosses to the south
on a high trestle, and about four miles farther on the Grand Trunk Pacific crosses
where the river is only a few feet below the railway. The roads then run side by

side for about three miles when the Grand Trunk Pacific re-crosses the valley.

T ——
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I'he trail follows the old construction road, now rather out of repair as a wagor
road, but still a good trail for horse Just above where the Grand Trunk Pacific
Cro ¢ for the first time and about half a mile from Geikie sta
the the railway and climbs high up to the rocky bluffs along the north

( \ A K
10 avi the swamps 1 ¢ bottom of the ¢ \long part of the trail many
the pa 1 ual 1 VIew
\ short distance above Geikie station a glimpse may be obtained of Vist cal
ind the large ¢l ers at ¢ head of Clairvaux « \lthough the mber ¢
Wer par f the valle ¢ estr [ t hre, the upper part rema
marre ind its beautiful meado ind dark fore form a delightful contrast 1

the rugged mou

deep gorge ibout n

\t Derr crec id cre g, the road de 1
large flat knowt rs ago a small m gl 1 Va
tarted here by ar ma er boon L1s now a thing
of the past Beve the hillside for about three miles,
when it crosse the divide into British Columbia
During the last t pe 1ks seen are Yellowhead mount
ain on the nort!l pyramid "J]mi ummit I mount

Fitzwilliam on t wuth, h: breed who was with Lord Nilton and
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Dr. Cheadle when they crossed the pass, assured them that these two mountains
hould be known from that time forth as Le Montagne de Milord and Montagne

de Docteur, but Nilton and Cheadle " took the liberty of naming them mount

Fitzwiliam and mount Bingley.” Fitzwilliam was Milton’s family name, and
the mountain is still known under that name, but Montagne de Docteur and
mount Bingley have both passed into oblivion, the summit being now known a
Yellowhead mountain




CHAPTER V

I'RIPS NORTH FRON JASPER
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\ \LIGNE GORGHE About four miles to the northeast of Jasper there is one of
i l the finest gorges to be found in the Rocky mountain It ison the Maligne
river and may be reached by mear f a splendid driveway about nine miles in
lengtl

Leaving Jasper the road crosses the railways and winding down a hill past the
northert f the Twin lake Crosse \thabaska river at a distance of about one mile

from the town. The river at this point consists of three channels with a bridge over
each. The main channel is to the east and, in low water, the other two are dry
hes the shore of lake Beauvert

From this point there is a splendid view of the Colin range and Roche Bonhomme

\bout one mile farther on, the road suddenly reac

the latter being a mountain about six miles awav, just beyond Maligne river.

\ “bonhomme"” is the ill-drawn figure of a man such as scrawled by children in

play and the top of this mountain forms a very well defined profile of a face looking

kyward. This profile is all the more noticeable as it is formed of dark reddish
coloured shale, in striking contrast to the grey limestone of which the rest of the
range is composed.  Colin range possibly commemorates Colin Fraser, postmaster
at Jasper house from 1840 to 1846

For nearly a mile the road now skirts the shore of this lake passing through

and jack pine with clumps of spruce and fir. This lake is entirely fed by

prings as there is no surface inlet, although a large stream flows from it to \tha-

baska river. On the shore of the lake near the north end, an Edmonton company
has placed a number of tents where accommodation is provided for tourists during
the summer months. This is about three miles from Jasper station by road, though

only about one mile in a straight line
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The road now passes by the east end of the southern of Trefoil lakes and then

cuts across to the banks of Athabaska river which it follows for about a quarter of

a mile. At this point the bank is steep, and about fifty feet above the river. Tt is

also open, affording a splendid view of part of the Athabaska valley and the ne

k“‘“'”l‘,’ [‘l'J]\‘. 'I‘!“'“ ]\'-l\i“L’ I}H‘ rver lhllll\ |IH' X“.I(! ‘l‘ ’\V‘H‘!‘ ’HL’*”'\ 10 Ti‘l “N Ic
of Annette lake, a
beautiful sheet of water
with shores open at the
west  end but cayv I_\
wooded at the east. At
the extreme eastern end,
farthest from the road
lies Ochre lake, a small

lal
lake

triangular shaped
cut off from the main
lake by a very narrow
dike. When visited, this

lake was a light vellow

colour f

rming a very

marked contrast to the

lh‘r]‘ blue of the other.
A little farther on, we
On the Road to Maligne Gorge o reach the sandy hore
Fre t stops are mad the landsca of Edith lake, a beautiful
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]“H‘ greer ‘I“' ‘.‘.\"'.‘.\1‘ 1nnvi i‘AH\E near the ‘;" 11¢ 1de, Soon the nore l‘l\“IHI
more stony and the banks rise steeply about twenty feet above the water. At one
point there has been a camp in a clump of overlooking the lake, a charming
spot which no experienced camper can pa ut a sigh of regret. Leaving thi
lake the road winds for some distance through open country, and then starts the

long climb

100 feet to the top of the gorge. Thi

is partly through green timber and partly througl

brulé, and as the road winds and twists to avoid
teep grades, ever varving views of the mounta
ire presented FFinally the gorge is reached and the
road follows along the banks for a quarter of a mile
to the crossing of the Maligne river. At tl point
1 cabin has been buil that a ne de ng t
e ma rer ] Ver ght
I'he \[\"\-, gorge ( I the n I important
cenic attraction 1 the vicinity ! || per I'he
mouth of the gorg iust above the Athabasl
”-" imnd li' ut mil fron the m 1 I 1 (
Maligne river. It bo f a mile leng
wer one hundred and eighty feetin der It sees
thoug! the \\‘ WhHic ] "‘ e ire t ] It
in ten feet apart at the top, have a tendend 1o
close up but are held apart by some large boulder
the dark cavern be the water rushe
at velocity I'he manv huge pot-hole
the w throughout their whole depth are striking
examples of the wonderful erosive power of water

At the entrance to the re the stream enters by

a cataract with a fall of about seventy-hve feet
A foot-bridge has been built a short distance below
SO as to give a good view f the fa and f the

bottom of the gorge

It is remarkable that only a small portion of tl
water of Maligne river enters the gorge from above J 1
The stream entering is very small except I'he Ma G
water .IHA1 |} adt I‘(\‘ me 1!"\ m winter |
volumes of water appear to enter at different
especially below the o that on the
river, although flowing rapidly, is about | feet wide. It bable
that the surface water entering the gorge is o he drainage from tl irt of
the valley below Mledicine lake, about nine miles higher uj \Medicine lake,
which has no surface outlet unless in extremely high water, receives all the drainage

from Maligne lake and the valley beyond, and it seems likely that this i

water which after flowing underground for nine miles, emerges below the gorge




Mavioye Raxc I'he trip to the summit of Maligne range is one
popular trips from Jasper. The journey to the 1 h end, Signal
return may be madc ¢ day either foot or on horseback. ‘1
usually done, but if the traveller has more than one day to spare, furt
tions along this ridge will prove very interesting
From Jasper we follow the road to the Maligne gorge for about seven miles till
we come to a trail leading to the right. The government telephone to the summit
also turns off her Following thi
trail, we cro Ome rough bruli
covered benches overgrown with small
jack pmne, and then ever A‘th"\'\‘.'

wind back and forth along ¢ fuce

Wt 1scend gher
"

Athal ka valley

wit s mai beauti-
fully coloured lake
— .

gradua comes inte
view Conspicuou

among  the
lake I

varving from a hgt

green to a deep bluc
Hi

and Patricia lakes

up, Pyramid

may be seen nestling
at the foot of Pyramid

. mountair

\bout seven hundred feet below the summit of Signal mountain, in the last

clump of timber, ther a splendid camp with good water anc

I plenty of wood

From this point either mount Tekarra or Excelsior mountain may be climbed, the

former in about three hours and the latter in about five
an ken view of the twentv-five mile stretch
ny w g channels and lakes, while to the west
may be traced from Yellowhead pass to its mouth

visible, winding up the Athgbaska above Snaring river,
disappearing toward the pa I'o the southwest,

their wide

1id Astoria river enter the Athabask

ainst the dark background

f Astoria river, stands mount Edith Cavell, the do

minating feature of the landscape, while to the Hu‘\! fascinating ;':1'\;» es are ob-

tained of the lofty mountains and large snowhields near the divide




Mount ‘lr karra lic about two and a | Uf mile utheast ol the camp ground
below Signal mountain, The first part of the ascent is a walk along the summit of
the ridge or along the casy sl bove timber line to the nor e latter av ng

ent of a 1
dip 1n the rage just
cfore  rea he
me 1 In a roc

amyj catr 1 e
base of the mountai

there isasmall beauti-
fully coloured lake

Immediately above a

y ilder extend-
. wwd M ’
valley, there is a small
offers an ca mea
from mount ‘I r 1
: fornin & N
mout P f
Athabaska valle hidden by the ridge to the northwest, but be carly fifteer
hundred feet higher, it gives a better view of 1 nore distant peal
S ild time pern camp may be take ¢ head of a pre ¢ valle
cast I n unt I" irra 1bou four n bey nd ~\'_” \“ mountan W Cre t Cre
are open meadow and good pasture \lthough there is no trail, horses may
casil be taken acr by Keeping on the benche ibove timber [ This ma be
done in one day from Jaspe From t camp 1 iscent of mount Tekarra ma
be made without difficulty in two hour r that of Excelsior mounta in
three hour
I'he main part of the view from Excelsior mounta t seen from Signal
mountain, is the Maligne valley and the mountains to the southeast. To the east

lies Medicine lake, a sheet of water four and a half miles long and half & mile wide

To the southeast stands the Watchtower, while bevond stretches an endless array
of snow-clad peak A little to the right a huge double-pointed glacier-hung peak
(pre bly one of those near Maligne lake) rise above the surrounding mountains
Below the Watchtower, above timber line, lies a valley with grassy flats hemmed in
by low ridges. at the head of which there are some small glaciers and three small
lakes. To the northeast is mount Tekarra, a small lake at its basc

Another trip on foot may be taken by following up the valley in which the camp
1 ituated. First there is the small lake at the base of mount Tekarra, and higher
ujy there are two other A\t the hea f the valle there 18 a pa leading 1o the

valley below the Watchtower. From here it is possible to ¢limb the Watchtower,
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to explore the valley below, or to follow the ridge to the west, above the Athabaska, .1 :
leading to Shovel pass about three miles beyvond '.
It is quite probable that some game will be seen during this trip. During the -
season of 1915, covotes and caribou were seen below Signal mountain and sheep i -
the valleyv below mount Tekarra. Ptarmigan and grouse were also seen
~

: ¢ day from that | t. The \
lake is about four mile nd I
1 little over half a mile wide. The water from the Maligne lake district drai (
there no surface outlet, the outflowing water apparently pa ’ er- \
ind emerging at some place below the Maligne gorge I'here 1 good ¢
he v and a wagon road is being constructed to
NMavioye LAk Maligne lake, about forty miles southeast of Jasper. ud I
to be one of the most beautiful lakes in the Rocky mountan It is about twenty (
miles long and is surrounde lad mountair It may be reached i
of 1 and Medicine lake or by the Shovel ’
v small lake lving about fifteen miles southeast of Inter
the Grand Trunk Pacific railway. It may be reached by .
[.n‘iu- creek and acro the heads of two intervening ar
valley \s there is no accommodation for tourists at this point, the trip is usually .
made from Jasper by way of the Maligne valley and Medicine lake, or from Poca
hontas by way of the Rocky river. This lake is exceptionally well stocked with fisl 3
Jasper TO Pocanontas. Thi trip affords interesting views of the Athabaska de
vallev. The trail, while not by any means good, i pa able for horsc except n
very high water when some of the fords are rather dangerous. The trip can be H
made equally well from Pocahontas and requires about two day Leaving Jasper O
we follow the road to the Maligne gorge. For anyone who wishes to do so, this i \\

a convenient point for the ascent of Roche Bonhomme, from whose summit a




Jasper to Pocal

\thabaska valley may be

ng the edge

tween mount I'he G Gorge |
Hawk and ar .

outlying shoulder. It is improbable tl there 1
valley extremely narrow with steep cliffs on the

Morro creek, comes through a narrow,piecipitou

ide




mount Hawk forming a gorge which will no doubt be

farther on, the trail climbs over a sl

the huge rock buttresses up the Sn:

laken the trail follow Y‘v,,“:. t of wav. lc wing the rai
1 s R 5 1
or back channe I the nver where ¢ bridges are im
point an old trail leads to Jacques lake, about fifteer
wn. It cr
g Jacque
1 Narrow

f ¢ lake and deposited it alor
of the ridge \t Hawes it is necessary to

go some distance up Rocky river, and

after crossing to come back along the
shoulder of Roche MNliette, in order to
wvoid me swamps near the mou

Disaster j t' the end of thi ulder

oulder of Morro peak, from

iring river mav be obtained

and then droj lown
10 the I""-lr‘ 1 hort
listance below the
bridge acr the
Athabaska river \
few vards bevond a

outol a rock | w"n:t'
ibove the railroad
he water being ver
anlid  tast y
trongl { }; IT
From here Inter-
lroad onlv to ford ream
passable for horse At thi
miles to the utheast, It
es the summit of Jacque
lake
indyv ridge between Jasper
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the railway and the ;.ul,rl now drive their hor 4~v'v‘u;l the rock cut rather than
se the old lers’ | whicl 1 hich uoon tl nt B i 1l
use the old tur traders trail which crossed high up on ¢ mountam wevond here the

1

trail reaches the old construction road ¢ follows it down the valley to Pocahonta

Sxake Inpiany River axp Fares, The falls on Snake Indian river are about

thirty-seven miles from Jasper and the trip requires two days each way. The route

taken leads down the valley of the Athabaska, following the old railway constr
t r for about twentyv-four miles to wher ¢ river emerges from t et
channel which it has eroded in it vn vallev, into the

river. Along these flats it flows northerly for about three

\thabas} I'he full of interest and many

mountains are displayed while passing through the park-like woods or open me

lows along the Athabaska
\bout seven miles below
Jasper 1 Swift’ ranc
Swift settled there in
September 1891, but now

reside in Jasper [overy-

Washburn,who had many
1 g1 | . Sna R Mt Che
1 talk with him, relates how R C &
the call of the wild came
to Swift in the early seventies, then a voungster it Buffal elling lightning rod |
a few vears he had made a reputation for himself as a darnr river of the stage line

that ran from Bismark, North Dakota, to Deadwood. The vear 1890 fouad him




-"————ﬁ*_

70 an,'\ North from ‘/u" per

prospecting in British Columbia, then he bought a pack outfit and hit out for the

undiscovered country at the head of the Fraser river. Three months after leaving -

Kamloops he reached the Téte Jaune cache at the west end of the Yellowhead pass =3

Here Indians advised him to make for Edmonton, but the attractions of Jasper
park were too much for him, and he has been I

there ever since, trapping and trading

“In all these years,” says Washburn, “there wa pl
eve gled trapper or prospector, red or it
white irned aw from Swift's witl t
o If an unfortunate lost his outft -
the rivers, it was alw If we can get to Swift’
:‘.Hi,"” NX us« ".” -
Four miles farther on we reach Snaring
river and through its narrow gorge obtain \
a glimpse of the rocky peaks beyond. From
here the road continues along the flat for as
about two miles and then swinging to the ¢
left passes close to the base of several hluh at
mountains, the highest being Gargovle
mountain, whose summit stands 5,500 feet ri
above the valley. Corral creek, on the 18
; : - south side of this ;w'uk. has a wide gravel S;
} I bar, dry except in high water, but about g,
half a mile beyond, a large stream flows from a spring at the base of a long .)
shoulder of the mountain y‘
Sixteen miles from Jasper, Vine creek is reached. An old trail which leads up o
this creek into a tributary of Snake Indian river, is reported to cross from there
into the valley of Snaring river. For a distance of four miles up this creek, all the
timber has been destroyed by fire, and for the greater part of this distance the trail
follows the rocky bottom of the creek. The remainder of the valley and the valley
beyond is heavily timbered. From a camp near the summit, the ascent of Roche
De Smet may be made very easily
\ magnificent view of the Athabaska valley and of the mountains to the east may
be obtained from mount Greenock a low peak lying about two miles north of the
point where the road crosses. (View page 21
Soon after passing Vine creek, the road goes close to the edge of the south end
of _I‘I\[‘l'l lake, and then to avoid the cliffs along the shore, ¢limbs up to the bench
some six hundred feet above the lake. It then gradually descends to the flats at the
mouth of the gorge, where the trail crosses Snake Indian river, while the road con-
tinues across the flats to the old ford on Athabaska river, opposite Roche Niette
This is the place where Sir James Hector forded the river on his way to Jasper
House, January 31, 1859:
It was quite dark when we reached the base of Miette’s Rock, where a spur of the mountain from the A
south compelled us again to seck the river, which we now found to be a rapid stream, without more than s
a mere fn of ice about its margins. After searching about for a crossing place in the dark without a
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them to burrow the ground like ¢ reg 1 live
eem never t ive live n ( ¢ name ma 1\ ( er
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Many wander families of the Carrier tribe and Ashiganes or Sock f New Cale 1
compelled by n or ¢ quitted t r country, traversed the east of the mountair |
valie It reg m t i i |‘v r ther Ccive vith 1 1 1w t G ( & [§
many of them have their teeth worn to the gums by the earth and sand they swallow with the irish
ment. The winter they are well, for then the moose, el nd reindeer are plentiful 3v wa f

dainty morsel, the Ir pluc

the eves of fish witl e« hie
fingers and swallow (
wise the tripes w t whole
« 1¢ witl !

The valley of Snake Indiar

river is six mile r more in

width and has a wide flat bottom. Through the floor

of this valley for a distance of about fourteen mile

the river has cut a narrow channel two to four
hundred feet deep. The falls arc situated near the

upper end of this channel and are said to be about

W I B . forty feet across and sixty feet high. On the benche
| er From Mt. Cur about a mile to the north of the trail, and about threc
ok (66 miles from the crossing, there are two fair-sized lake

Celestine lake and Princess lake. On the south side

of the river there are three large tributaries entering the main stream below the
1

falls, two close together about eight miles up and the third about twelve mile

above the ford. These streams have their sources in the higher mountains to

the south and enter the main valley through Ju'l‘ gorges in the ridge exter ding

northwest from Roche De Smet. About eleven miles up, a tributary enters from
the north. one of whose branches heads below mount Acolus. Horses may be
taken to the head of this stream, from which the ascent of mount Aecolus may
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S\\m Inpiax River. Snake Indian valley described in the last chapter may
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have been built near its mouth for tl

picturesque wooded ravine,

leads for
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six miles

a small stream entering the
mine

one hundred feet
ome distance up the ravine

Coronach creek is
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water is low enougl

to the mouth of the valley.

Athabaska almost

have been opened nearby

It flow

and

ne miner

or more in depth

be reached from Pocahontas more quickly than from Jasper, if

Athabaska

arrangements

1O e t ford
1 permit ford

through a very narrow

t directly

several house

\ good footpath

on the opposite side of the river from
Pocahontas, about four miles above the Canadian Northern station of Bedson
Its source is a high rocky basin lying behind Roche 3

through the high perpendicular walls of a narrow gap between this

I. Winding to the south of Roche a Bosche, it passes within a mile o

the one behind
Celestine lake, and then recro
l{(‘(
a Bosche and
Near the
woods. From a camp at thi

without difficulty

Roche Ronde,

S80S

joins

the rid

a Bosche, out «

the former a

short distance

f

which it flows

mountain and

f

ge in a gorge two to three hundreed feet

A smaller and less picturesque stream, heading in the valley between Roche
I |

ibove the trail

mouth of the stream, there are some fine open meadows

point Roche a Be

and park-like

wsche or Roche Ronde may be climbed




\Moo

CREEK




- —— ey

Moosehorn Creek

for about fe

\bove thi

which 1t has eroded in the bottom «

with a large meadow at its moutl meadow

stream runs thr vu;‘iw a deer e
Near the head is a

whole valley has been

l

wept by fire and only occasional clump

remain

~3

»

ur miles, the

f the valley

mall lake, and a low pass beyond leads into Hay river. The

green timber

On t h mountain  of
outh ide, the range, In
the slopes rise fact, the high-
gradually 1o est in the
near timber neighbour

line, and be-

ood, mount

ond this the Acolus (8,672
mountains feet), may be
are steep and climbed by
ragged witl following up a
precipitou mall  water-
outlving cliff B R Bedson R 7 course on the
ol limestone : cast e
I'he highest the summit of
the ridge behind ind then by traversing the aréte ‘v‘.'|?wim_' Mooscehorn ereel
Just above mount Aeolus and about eight miles from the Athabaska a large
creek enters from the we and beyond the mountains become lower

On the north side between the creek and the main range, lies a ridge of low hill
through which several large creeks enter the main valley by narrow deep-cut
channel Jevond these hills, between them and the summit, rises arock wall

everal hundred feet high, which extends in a straight line for abou

I'hrough this wall, the

leaving deep rugged gaj gorges, of which there arc

miles, are found on the branches of the third and fourth tributaric
the nortl

itbove the

mouth ol the

man tream

Farther

outl the

wall i le

distinct, and

on the nort] Joule Roche f Head of Brulé Lake (90

it become
covered with shale onthesidefacingthecreek. butbreakingaway .Al'.ll)"

cast, These peaks ranging from 7,000 to 8,000 feet above sea-level. for

escarpment of the higher mountains, and overlook the lower foo

of the above stream have cut their chan

t three mile

nel
el

even in less than threc

entering from

coincident

with the mam
I e

I"'he ums=
mit I 1he

lvtothenortl
m the outlying

thills bevond
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I'he old packtrail which followed the creek bottom, crossing and re-cr g the pl
tream, has been abandoned and a new trail has been constructed, following the rai

uth bank of Ronde creek and climbing to the benches above. For some distance | |
it runs near the base of the mountains, and then cu 1O the flats toward NMoose

ad
1
AY |
1
R M and P 3
r reck. joining the original trail at the mouth of the creek flowing from mount
\colu
Bouvre Rocue axp OGre GORGE doule Roche, five and one { miles nortl M
f Poc ntas, lie n the west side of the Athabaska va he entrance the
1 1 On the nort le 1t extremel teep and pre 15, W the |
u he slopes though roc ire more gradual. A peculiar wa form of st
tion is very plainly marked near the top. From the summit, a long ridge w | |
r cular Il facing ea exte ithward 1t rve I'hroug [ 1
f ridge the Ca 1 Norther 1s constructed a (
\l Lmile w I the niver, the strea lramng ¢ ¢ ut I the '
mountain flow roug brea the wall, at t t ab t undred feet
| | " fnt " |

distance above Brulé lal From here, the trij com | D




Roche Miet 77

j pleted on foot as the stream near its entrance to the lake becomes very narrow and
‘ rapid. The whole trip requires about five hour
Puxcusowr FaLLs I'his is a small but very attractive waterfall situated or
Mountain creek. about one thousand vards from Pocahontas. The solid rock ha
been eroded so as to resemble

the fall derives its name. A

good tra s been built and

ome rustic bridges construct-

ed below that it may be

cen 1 ¢ b I ible
|

i near the railway is R f
\iet § barr rog
| cr mile
ut f docahonta It
umn ( or ! I 1=
x Roche \
nd fec tbove ¢ river R
the | 1sand feet be i
tin pr tou |
mounta 15 bec mentioned b car ver traveller A ed
throug \thabaska vallc
P [ | i
|
1 M ‘ \
Paul Kane gives us the origin of t name
W \
\1 R
o0 |
I'he projecting ulde f Roche Nliette bar 1 vay to the east le of
Athal 1 river, and before e advent of I va t was passed by mear f
teey | dangerous trail which climbed nearly two thousand feet above the river
N bt lsome climb has tended wdd to the d ction of the inta
However C f the ratlwayv, the I trail has | bandoned
! 1 the ers now take rses through the rock cu Cira I't Pacific at
Disa I \ I reer casier rou thoug eCt iril fer «




ed from Pocahontas in three to four hour Road
the use of the miners have been built almost to timber line on
where the mountain can be climbed easily. The top is large and undulat

hale, and water may

usually be found

ing. for the most part covered with reddisl

one hundred feet of the summit

| P | R ] \ R R M 8
1 The |
! |
') v fron umn nagnificer presenting an unbroken panorama of
he Athabaska valley for twenty-hve mile cluding Brulé lake the rth and
Jasper lake On the we le of the Athabaska lie the valleys of \ (
r ree | Snake Indian river, and he ea le just below and to the utl
the f the Rocky river ¢ gorge a few miles above its mouth, pl
isible ‘ rth, be | the gap, between Boule Roche and Roche a Perdr
T ex 18 far as the ca ce. In every other directi
. \ | range A ik ( I 1 m (&
| D Pt f NMou \eolt « il le of Moose rn creel
( or RocheMiette a e f the region Profe r Coleman
A\
I




water and the Bow

I'he est r aind \thaba 1 1 ! i

wgine the I
t were ¢ | |

R « \liet1e
1

L
\t i
ca R d x f ded R 7
t { \ \
( |
\Mcl I A\
Perprix. Roche a Perdrix lies about five miles east of Pocahonta

Rocue A

directly acre \thabaska river
tandn I ¢ sides of t river, guard the Irrow gatewayv to the w der
1 | Vit | I‘ LI l)” Irx erive Ir I L K\H‘ AT .“‘\' 4 1 1 trat
which is said, from some viewj ts, to resemble the tail of a partridge

Situate t the west end of the | ¢ mounta Roche a Perdrix rises abruptl
thirty-five hu I feet above the me vs at its base. Fre its summit a fine
view mayv be ol ed of the meadow f the Athaba valley b 1, of
Mooschorn valle ind of the neighbouring mountair

Direct below Roche a Perdrix ar irge meadows and oper irk lands with a
growth of scattered poplar, spruce and jack pinc hese lands are covered with a
uxuriant grow f gra ind wild flower i the latter part of the summer
berries are very plentiful. Farther north or west, the country, level or rolling
gently cav W led wi mait ma LKt n the timber I'hroug 1 1
trict the tra ISSCS, Wit ':.'\' ¢ benea Rw ( Perdrix and sk rting the ba
of Folding mountain before it tun \ e valle f Maskuta cre

I'l ¢ trail followed by Grant where the party had the first go t
close range, of the mountair

R \l R
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I'he prings are about ten mile outheast of Pocahonta \ ¢ | pa tra
I

has been constructed and they may be reached in about three hour

Fiopre River.  This is a large stream entering Athabaska river from the soutl
L ibout three miles northeast of Pocahontas, It is remarkable chiefly on account of
! the rough tortuous nature of the er
part ol the valley Within twelve mile
of its mouth it crosses three time
through a ;lwvwllmuf ridge of lime-
tone, each time 1n a 4141';‘ LOorge
! The first gorge occurs between two
and three miles from the mouth of 1
: river, where it crosses the ridge for the
nrst time I'his gorge may be reached
by the old construction road down the
Athabaska. which passes withn mile
f the lower end I'he upper end may
W rea b iking e trail wding to
the Mictte hot springs. This trail reache
Fiddle river, about five miles from Poca-
it R 1 t about « bove
e o e r e
\l miles from the mout (
river \ r es the ndg robably
' the be A explore 1 ild
b a the vt @i vha s Sul
{ phur cr { f v 3 |
\
| f
|
| rd gorge, ab W mile
fron T | 1 \ or 1 rean
> e [HGEENION 301 e I G
me I'he upper 1 of this gorge may
be reached by taking the trail to the Mictte ring From here a trail lead
Il strear tering fron ( uth about half ¢ above pri
IFollow | t 1 ¢ trail cr es the sumn througl beau
bere pa ibout | three indred feet { t e valle
f Fi ¢ er a short dista ibove  the rire I'he total distance from
Pocahonta ibout  thirtee r fourteen mil Fiddle river roriviere de
d Vi wa vn b name De Sm ! I J ive oniginated from
the fact that the course of the ma tream and of butary re ble me-
vhat the outline of a fiddle
Rocky River Gorai Rocky river, one of the largest tributar f the Atha
baska, enters fron ¢ ecast a short distance below Haw For five miles above it
mouth, it flows through a wide valley with a gravel bar five or hundred feet in
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width. Above that for about four miles, it flows through a fine gorge about three

hundred feet deep, with many striking features. At the upper end of the gorge,

Swiftwater creek The gorge of

enters from the . ; the Rocky river
S

south. There is is about ten

another smaller miles from Poca-
gorge on this hontas and the

stream about a round trip may

mile and a half be made in one
above its mouth, day. The trail
where the creek passes under=
enters the main Bicby Diver s Roche Miette (82 neath the 1r
valley through Rocks § ser. Mt. Emis 3 pressive cliffs of
a narrow gap t 1 f Rocky Roche Miette
between the two . Mal e '$ Mak and turns up the
mountam norti 1 I the
river along the base of the rugged range extending southwesterly from Roche
Miette. If more time is available the trip may be continued to Jacques lake,
t fourteen miles beyvond
I'he gorge may be reached from Jasper also, the round m the latter place
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86 Appendix A
DETAILS OF SINGLE TRIPS
JASPER TO TONQUIN VALLEY AND AMETHYST LAKES

Distance Total distance Height Remarks
in mile from Jasper feet
Whistlers creek i 1 3700 | crosses the creek at

the base of the mountain
Head of Whistlers creek ¢ 10 6500 Good camp grounds in the

upper part of the valley. The

Whistlers, Indian ridge, Manx

and Marmot mountain

may be reached from here.

Marmot pass to Portal creek 1 11 7400

Portal creek 2 13 5900 Near the mouth of Circus
creck

The Portal 1 14 Lectern peak, mount Aquila,

Franchére peak or Portal peak

be ascended from here
Head of Portal creck 2 16 6700 Camp is within easy distance
of Chak peak, mount Macca
rib and mount Clitheroe,
Mount Majestic or Oldhorn

mountain might be reached.

mig

Astoria pass to the left leads to
\storia river above mount
Edith Cavel

Maccarib pass to Meadow creek 2 18 7150 This g

ss leads into the valley
of Maccarib creek a branch of

Meadow ¢

reek.

West shoulder of mount Clitheroe 2 20 6500 Mount Clitheroe or mount
Majestic may be climbed
from here. Tonquin hill may
be reached easily. From here
horses may be taken to Am-
ethyst lakes, Chrome lake or
to the Tonquin pass below
mount Geikie.

Crescent creck 8 28 This point is a short distance
below The Forum, Roche
Noire and mount Arris

Miette river 5 33 3550 From here the old construc-
tion road leads to Jasper.

Jasper 8 il

JASPER TO YELLOWHEAD PASS

Cabin lake trail 1 1 It is about one mile from the
road to the lake.

Railway crossing 4 1Y 3440 The road crosses below both
railways.

Miette river Y 14 3400 First crossing.

Miette river 15 2 3400  Second crossing.




Trips of Interest from Jasper 87

Distance Total distance Height Remarks
in miles, from Jasper feet
Caledonia lake 1 3 I'he trail leaves the road just
below the Canadian Northerr
bridge across Miette river

The lake is about one mile

distant,

Miette river 115 1, 3450 Third crossing

Miette river 3Ly s 3580 Fourth crossing, The road
crosses the Grand Trunk Pa
cific railway and Meadow
creek, nearby. Just below the
crossing a rough trail leads
to Dorothy lake about 2!3
miles distant,

Derr creek 619 1415

Yellowhead pass 315 18 3721

JASPER TO MALIGNE GORGE

Jasper 3471

Athabaska river 1y 1y 3400

Lake Beauvert 12 2 3356

Trefoil lakes 115 314 3354

Annette lake 1 415 3344

Edith lake 15 5 3339

Trail 2 7 3560 Trail to summit of Signal

mountain
Maligne cabin i 9 3770 Roche Bonhomme may be as-

cended in four to five hours.

JASPER TO MALIGNE RANGE

Jasper 3471

Trail 7 7 3560 The trail branches from the
Maligne road

Camp below Signal mountain 1 11 6500  Ascent of Signal mount may

be made in one-half hour or
ascent of mount Tekarra in
three hours

Camp below mount Tekarra i 15 6600 Ascent of mount Tekarra or
Excelsior mountain may be
made in about three hours
The ascent of the Warchtower
might also be made from this

camp.
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90 Appendix B

Name and Number Feature Height Origin
Feet

Fiddle River Referred te De Smet’s letter, 1846, as
violin

Fiddle Range Palliser Expedition map, 1865

Fitzwillian Mount 9549 Family name of William Viscount
Milton

Fortalice ‘ 9300  An outlying peak

Francher Peak 9225 After Gabriel Francheére

Fraser Mount 10726 After Simon Fraser

Gargoyle ¥ 8834 A stream flows from its base

Geikie e 10854 Named by J. McEvoy after Sir Archibald
Geikie, the geologist,

Ghost (Glacier of the Glacier From its shape, said to resemble the

figure of a woman flying

Greenock (63) Mount 6881

Grisette y 8500*  Peak of grey limestone

Hardist 8900 Named by Hector, 1859, after Chief
Factor Richard Hardisty, H.B.Co

Hawk (40 8377

Henry (53 : 8626 After Wm. Henry, builder of Henry
House

Hooker ¢ Named by D. Douglas, 1827, after Sir
Wm. J. Hooker, (1785-1865) botanist

Indian (22 Ridge 8941

Jacques (Roche \ intair 8540 May be after Jacques Cardinal, Nortl

West Co., who had a ranch near Snaring

river

Jasper l'ow \fter Jasper House, built by Jasper
Hawes, before 1817

Kat Mount 8600*  Indian for “fort.

Kephala : 7968

Kerkeslir : Named by Hector

E sttor Peak 9095  Like a church lectern; name suggested
by G. E. Howard

Maccarib (10 Mount 8707 Indian for “caribou” which were seen be-

low the peak.

Makwa (79) Ridge 7000*  Indian for “bear.”

Maligne River Meaning “bad.” Referred toin De Smet’s
letter, 184¢

Manx Peal 1987 Shape of contour
of Isle of Man

Marmot (23 Mountain 8557 I'here are colonies of marmots on the

s coat of arms

mountain

Medicine Lake Referred to in De Smet’s letter, 1846,

Merlir Mount S600*

Miette (Roche) (83 \ mountain 7599 Said to be after hunter who climbed it.
Name first mentioned by Franchére.

Monarch Mountain 9500

Morro (38 Peak 5504 Spanish for “ro hill

Muhigan (21) Mountain 8559 Indian for “wolf.”

Noire (Roche) A mountain 9594 Summit of peak is “black.”




Name and Number

Oldfort (26)

Oldhorn
Outpost
Penstock

Perdrix (Roche a) (89)

Pocahontas

Portal

Pyramid (56)
Redan

Redoubt

Ronde (Roche) (74)

§ Rostrum
Shovel

Signal (27)
Sirdar
Snake Indian

Snaring

Surprise (14)
Tekarra (29)
Terminal
Throne
Thunderbolt (13)
Tonquin (15)
Turret

Utopia (80)
Vache

Vertex
Vine

Vista
Wabasso
Watchtower
Whirlpool
Whistlers (24)

Whitecap
Yellowhead

Place-names and Heights of Mountains 91
Feature Height Origin
Feet
Point The hunting lodge of the North West

Mountain
Peak
Creek

A mountain

Village
Peak
Mountain
Mount
Peak

A mountain

Hill

Pass

Mountain
Mount
River

Point
Mount
Mountain
Peak

Hill
Mountain
Mount

Prairie de la

Peak
Creek

Peak
Lakes
Mountain
River
Peak

Mountain
Pass

9779

9100*

8700*
9076
8500
9700*
7014

7600*

7397

9198

7873
8703
9300*
10144
8745
7858
9700*
8338

9700*

9155

9157

8085

9400

Company, called the “Old Fort,” was
nearby.

Is joined by a tributary running under-
ground for short distance.

Foliated like a partridge’s tail. Men-
tioned by Grant in “Ocean to Ocean,”
1873.

After town in Virginia.

On Palliser Expedition map, 1865.
On Palliser Expedition map, 1865.

Mentioned by
Ocean,” 1873,

Grant in “Ocean to

Named by Mrs. Schaffer, who found snow
shovels in the pass on her way to Maligne
lake.

Telephone near summit.

After Indian tribe.

On Palliser Expedition map, 18€5.

D. Thompson's map calls it “Stoney.”
After Indian tribe. D. Thompson's map

1813-14.

Named by Hector, 1839, after his hunter.

Summit shattered by lightning.
Astor Expedition ship, 1810.

Surveyor's refuge from flies.

Haunt of Buffalo. Mentioned by Fran-
chére, 1820.

Has extremely sharp triangular summit.,
Vicinity of creek abounds in red bear
berries.

Indian for “rabbit.”
On Palliser Expedition map 1865,
Colony of whistling marmots near the

top.

After Iroquois trapper known as “Yellow
Head,” who cached furs at the west end.
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