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“Ir I FORGET THEE, O JRRUSALEM! LET MY RIGHT BAND FORGET ITS CONNING.”"—P3.137: 8§

We are glad to learn that, in the
Presbytery of Pictou, the attention of
the people is being strongly attracted to
the Widows’ Fund. Two thousand dol-
fars was the amount proposed at the
Synod to be levied upon that Presby-
tery. Ot this amount, the town of Pic-
tou has contributed, we are given to
understand, the very handsome sum of
eight hundred dollars. New Glasgow,
in proportion to its wealth, will not, we
are satisfied, fall behind. Indeed, we
know that, at the last Presbytery exami-
nation held in that congregation,several
liberal subscriptions were promised § and
more are forthcoming. In Stellarton
and Westville, a very lively sympathy
was manifested on behalfof this import-
ant schemes ar 1 a creditable figure will
appear opposi® to these names in duve
time. By threu members of the West
Branch, E. R. of Pictou, ten dollars each
were subscribed,—~-of which fourteen are
in the bands of the Pictou treasurer,
Mr. Hislop. And from other congrega~
tions we héar that contributions are be-
ing collected. Altogether, we feel con-
fident that, ere nex{ meeting of Synod,
Pictou will not fail to give a good ac-

count of itself in this matter. Let each
of the country congregations of that
Presbytery resvlve to raise $100 to $150,
and the thing will be accomplished. We
understand that an objection has been
raised to this scheme in some quarters
on the ground that it was started in con-
nection with the Union movement. But
this is a complete mistake. The proposal
to establish a Widows’ Fund originated
years before Union was contemplated.
And now that the consummation. of
Union seems on all hands urlikely to be
effected for the present, its establishment
is all the more cssential to the security
of our Church. Moreover, were Union
to take place atonce, it would by no
means necessarily follow that we shoukl
consent to the consolidation of our
Widows® Fund with that of the other
Churches. But such considerations may,
meanwhile, be left out of account. Union
or no Union, a Widows Fund is an in-
dispensable element in every healthily-
constituted Presbyterian Church—above
all, in one that prides itself upon its con-
nection with the Church of Scotland,
and professes its resolve to hold fast the
custoras of that Church. Halifax has
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done nobly in this matter. St.~John,
N. B, has contributed its quota. P. I,
Isiani, we believe, is up to the mark.
Pictou-town, propertionally, is perhaps
at the head of the list. Men of Pictou
County, will you not bestir yoursclves,
and cxemplify your wonted loyalty to
the counsels of your Chureh courts?

A NEMORIAL OF 25 YEARS NINISTRA-
TIONS IN PICTOU, &. 8.,

BEING THE SERMON PREACHED ON
JANUARY 1ITH, 1874, FROSI A€TS
Xx, 20, 21.

T kept back nothing that was profitable,
but have showed you and have taught you,
publicly and from house to house, testifying
repentance towards God, and faith (owards
our Lord Jesus Christ.”

BY REV. A. W. HERPIIAN, A. I,

And now published at_the request of the
Session of St. Andrew's Church

The context informs you of the circum-
stances in which these words were spoken.
The Apostle Paul had been periorming
one of his missionary tours through Asia
Minor, and he came to Miletus, a sea-
port town on the Aigean Sea. And
not being able in person to visit Ephesns,
‘(about 30 miles distant), he sent and
ealled the Elders of that Church to come
to him at Miletus,and there he addressed
them, in the werds y ou read from v, 18th,
in which he details his missionary experi-
énce since he came into Asia Minor, and
specifies the objects of his ministry among
them. For about three years had this
great Apostle and Missionary Jaboured

.among the Ephesians. e had found a
few disciples there, and bad lefi them a
‘Church,—found them ignorant and ac-
quainted only with John’s Baptism, and
left them a spiritually-minded and intel-
ligent christian congregation, as you may
Jjudge by the Epistle to the Ephesiauns.
This had not been done without mueh
labour and self-denial on liis part, teach-
ing as well as preaching, sowing his seed
weeping, while he warned them of their
temptations and dangers, and above ail,
showing in himself an example of the
truths he inculcated, and eommending
bis bhearers in prayer to God. Tbat
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Paul had been heartily engaged in his
ministerial work, we have no reason to
doubt. This address fully shows it.

Throughout, it breathes an excellens
spirit, and he ean appeal to his audience:
that he is free from the blood of all men

beeause he has not * shunned to deelare
unto them all the counsel of God.” This

is solemny; it shows that a minister has to-
answer to God for his charge, and for
his manner of condueting it; and that

faithfulnese to the souls of his people and
fidelity to the great Master are the prin-

cipal requisites of tne Christian minister.

Do any deny this ? then Iet them ponder
the commendation of the Divine Ilead
of'the Church on the great day of ac-
count: * Well done «ood and faithiul ser-

vant,faithful over 2 sew things,I will make
thee ruler over many,” and ponder the
promise and meditate upon this address:
of Panl's, and they will be satisfied that

fidelity and affection to souls arce the

grand essentials of the Christian minis-
try.  And have we any reason to con-
clude chat that ministry is altered in its

prime_requisites since? On the con-

trary, it remains that repentance towards
God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus-
Christ, be testified now as then ;.and that

souls be still watched for by those that
must give an account. In short, the

ministry is a spivitual embassy, seeking
the good of souls through a preached and
practiced Gospel now ag then. It is the

same message that we have to proclaim.
Eighteen hundred years have made no
difference in that truth which is the same-
forever. Tt is similar solicitude for the

salvation of our hearers we have to
evince. As a nurse instructs her chil-
dren, so have we, and like caution

against evil to administer.  * There-
fore watch, and remember that for the
space of three years I ceased not tor
warn every one night and day with
tears.” Also, Paul's singular absence ot
all worldly greed is for us admirable.

« T have coveted no man’s silver or gold
or apparel,” and his concluding speeeh is
very affecting : I have shuwed you alt
things how that in labouring you ought
to support the weak, and to remember
the words of the Lord Jesus how he said,
it is more blessed to give than to receive.”
Thus was he their Benefactor, and not
their Debtor.. Alas! that we should
have it to record that the Church of
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Bphesus,watered as it was by the tears of
the grcat Apostle, and washed by the
blood of the Saviour, should yet have
fallen, left its first love, dogynemtcd into
formality, worldliness and”idolatry, and
perisheld ! Whether tl.wﬁl‘ Flders to
whom Paul gave charge fulfilled not their
commission, and neglected the fock over
which the Holy Ghost had made them
overseers, or whether it was the congre-
gation itself” that, through lapse of tine,
grew heedless and self-sceure, we ingnire
nct; sufficient that Ephesus fell away,
departed from the faith,and in the course
of centurics beeame a wreck, its church
and city gone, 2 Mahommedan mosque
occupying its site, and of the faith and
love once celebrated by the Apostle no
vestige remains; still, think _not this
messaze anl these tews in vain. Nay,
no bread cast on the waters or breath to
Heaven is ever in vain § the converts of
Ephesus were saved, her saints were
gathered into Jesus’ bosom, and her little
ones perished not, although her Church
and religion subsequently did; and now
Lphesus contains a pillar, a monument of
Pauls tears, and of Timothy’s ministry,
warning succeeding  Churches against
apostacy from the faith, and against de-
clension in love. My friends, I do not
take this text to-day without cause. It
is 25 yems this Sabbath sinee I com-
menced my ministry in Pictou. Is it
not proper, after an expiry ol a quarter
of a century, to take a slizht review and
make a brief record of the past? ‘Fwen-
ty-five years comprise a generation, and
form, in every man’s life, no inconsider-
able portion of his history; but in the case
of a ministry couducted in these colonies,
must have had its lights and shades, its
cloud and sunshine, yet that, through the
help of God, I cominue to this day,’is my
grateful testimony. Twenty-five years,
call your mind back, you that were then
there, and glory in your artachment to
our worshipin the little round Chareh,
endearerd to us by so many associations,
then under debt; to the square pews in
which sat the Crichtons, Crerar, Beck,
Thoms Harper, and others since gone
to their Fathers, the old Church with its
packed people in the galleries, and its
sitters upon the pulpit stairts. Do you
remember—who does? the first sermon
preached on thesecond Sabbath of Jan.,
1849, after a long vacancy here,in which,
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but for the visits of Rev.Dr. McGillivray,
and the constant keeping up of the Sabbath
Schaol an the part of @ faithful few, there
had been no congregation and no people
to worship to, for I trace that Sabbath
School attendance as one of the Londs of
preservation to the Church,proving that,
notwithstanding a vacancy, if the young
continue to meet, there will be a nucleus
of a Churc¢h. On all hands, it was ad-
mitted that my entrance amoug you was
seasonable, it was your time of extremity
when few and far between were services,
and none to visit the sick or break the
bread of communion.  The keynote of
my ministry was struek in John iii. 16,
“¥or God so loved the world that He
gave His only bogot.tcn Son, that whoso-
ever believeth in Him should not perish,
but have everlasting life,” and. the strain
has been evangelical since.  Round that
ag a centre has converged these many
years’ teaching.  What o multiplicity of
topics has in this period engaged our at-
tention!  Yet cver the one e¢entral
theme, “salvation through Jesus Christ.”
Still, T trust that the Apustle’s suljects
have been distinetly handled, “repent-
ance towards God and faith towards the
Lord Jesus Christ,” without which the
offers ot mercy must ever be made in
vain.  The Law of God has been preach-
ed, as the standard of right and wrong,
which reveals sin and condemns the sin-
ner, that he may betake himself to Christ
for justification and life, and the Gospel
hds been proelaimed as the all-suflicient
remedy—with what success, God know-
eth.

Nevertheless, it is no small ground of
consolation that we have built upon no
false foundation, and another thought,
that like Paul here, we have not shunned
to declare the whole counsel of God, the
blessing and the curse, warning and
entreaty, with that result in the case of
many, God knoweth. Some hearers
might like that certain duties would be
but slightly tonched upon, and eertain
sirs not condemned, that this false sys-
tem would be spared,and a general truce
with error prevail, but not so did He
whom we are setting wp as our model.
You know how sharpky he rebuked sin,
and how he charged ministers to contend
for the faith once delivered to the Saints;
for the fence onee down, well he knew
the property would be in danger. Ac-
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cardingly we have bad to reprove and
warn as well as to instruct and entreat,
to oppose error as well as maintain trath,
always, however, 1 trast, with a view of
converting the abettor and of preventing
others from erring.  But say you that
belong to the Church, whether the doc
trines of her standards have not been
faithfully preached, and preached too
with that fervour and unction which our
“ dircetory " requires. For it is not eokl
didactic instruction, it is not essays that
we are to deliver, but e¢vangelical ser-
mons for the edification of the hearer.
This is the object of the ministry, “so0 to
teach and preach as to lead men to
Christ,” and again, experimentally to
handle truth, as thissame Paul says, “we
also believe, therefore have we spoken.”
Say, you that have waited on this minis-
try, whether you have not heard: the
word of God, or has it beéen a stone
instead of bread, a serpent instead of
food, that you have reeeived? And
what are you to come to this house for
but to hear God's word, or, though it was
an Apostle that preached, what else but
the Gospel of God’s grace would he pro-
claim? Wherefore, you that know aught
of your spiritual wants and what it is to
be filled,—say, have you been fed these
many years, or-put off with a counter-
feit? You that ave travelling to Heaven,
have you been guided in your pilgrim-
age, or left to wander? For we have
sought to guide in the way of life, and
are either false guides or true; and may
1 not say, of certain of you, y¢ are our
witnesses, ye in whom the Spirit of God
is, and to you I appeal whether the way,
the truth and the life have been here
set forth-or no? You that know what
prayer is, say, whether it be true prayer
you hear in this place,or aform ? You
that know to what end a minister’s
Iabours and life out of the pulpit should
be directed, say whether (amid much
falling short) we have so walked ; for it
is every thing to be true, however de-
ficient, to have the eye single and the
heart sincere, however imperfect ; mis-
takes and imperfections theve must be,
but the ministry is true rotwithstanding,
and a dispensation of the Gospel you
have received, with what acceptance
one day will show!,

But net al.ne have I been in this
work, for God has been with me. ‘Twen-
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ty-five years are a long period to have
enjoyed good health, and amid winter”s
cold and summers heat, to have
preached and visited}  Twenty-five
years, a long period of coutinuous
work with but two Sabbath’s cessation
through iness!  We conld present
you with its vecord, how Elders were
fist chosen and a  Session consti-
tuted, and the roll. of Communicants
prepared, how missionary collections
were taken for Jew and Gentile, and
always an-annual one for our poor mem-
bers, eve ever a Presbytery or Synod
was forsmed, how Bible classes sprang up
—it was here they.originated—and how
the St. Andrew’s Female Society was
formed, whose latest work was to be seen
in our basemens last Tuesday fortnight {
Al these were helpful—without their
aid how small must have been our pro-
gress ; but woman's keart has been neither
slowr nor cold to wur cause, and where once
bestowed there it continued faithful.

There have been always those in this
congregation who bore the burden and
heat of the day, and, thanks to the Giver
of Good, they yet survive, many of them;
for our comfort and hope. In a country
like this, a two-fold class of helpers 1
required, temporal for the afluirs of the
Church, and spiritual for devotion ; we
have not been without either. How
many baptisins have taken place, mar-
riages and deaths within these twenty«
five years could be declared, for all are
onrecord ! Suffice that we have baptized
children whose children again we have
baptized, and conveyed to their long
home some that were pillars of our
Church and helpers to our ministry !
These we cannoty forget, still we rejoice
that their families are helpers in the
same connexion. This Chureh has been
honoured to give forth a missionary to
the Heuthen, and several ministers to
the Church; it has strengthened the
cause of evangelization, and maintained.
the work of the Reformation. Christian
Association Conferences have met here,
and Sabbath School Conventions, and
this, while it confersa privilege, entails
an obligation, namely, to befriend and
favour the cause of Christ by whomso-
ever promulgated.  This is the dury of
& Church of Christ, to throw open its
doors to all Evangelical labourers who
desire its fellowship, and to rejoice in
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their co-operation, for in their goed we
get good.

But to come to five years ngo, when
our new Chureh was erected— He shall
build the temple and have the glory,”
was, you remewmber, the text on that ocea-
sion.. How have the fears and fore-
bodings of that period been happily
overcome, through the efforts of our peo-
ple, country and town.  How the poorest
and farthest-off settler came forward
eager to aequire a =cat in the Church of
his Fathers, and how the mighty debt
that threatened, like a millstone, to
orush or to be transmitted to posterity,
was rolled off, within one year, by gener-
ous subscriptions, you know. A Church
free from debt to reecive the gratujations
of her children and children’s chiklren,
and to send the Gospel to her country-
men and to the Heathen, as well as to
accommodate her own members, is a
vomely spectacle, and we have to thank
(zod for the work accomplished and for
more since!  We do not boast, but we
bless God that this new Church has not
been a failure—no division—no heresy
charged upon us—ve have not been con-
tent werely to live, but have sought to
exert an influence for good, te spread
the sweet name of ‘Christ, and to excite
to liberality and zeai; and we have not
been exclusive, maintaining a separate
interest and vefusing intercowrse with
others; on the contrary, we have both
given and received, and therefore may
reckon upon the sympathy of other relig-
ious bodies} this catholicity is suvely
better than exclusiveness, and it is the
Spirit of the Gospel.

Five and twenty years! T am not so
presumptuous as to pry into the future.
Ministers in this country, in the Scotch
Church, scldom see thewr jubilee; but
twenty-five years of pleading with God
and men, preaching and addressing, or
catechizing in the "country, what fruit,
what.account { for at last ministers have
to give in the account of their labours,
which must turn either to the profit or
harm of their heavers. This was wmy
first settled charge, you then my first
love. Wot with Paul, bave I any cause
to say, * these hands have ministered to
my neeessities,” but yet I may aver, © 1
have coveted no mau's silver or gold or
apparel,” stuck to my profession, and
sought no worlily ends, neither political
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nor pecumary, not yours, but gyoi, I
rejoice in the prosperity of this town and
of this congregation; the Iatter has
reached large proportions.  Upwards of
200 families of town and country wait
upon our ministry,-—what strength,
energy, activity and devotedness are re-
quired for such 2 multitude! It would
more than tax human effort were it to
be attempted in all its greatness, but
both town and country must exercise
forbearance. Elders must be added, and
after all, patience and toleranee shown,
for it is quite possible that some outlying
{)]zwe or individual be overlooked ; but
ct the regular diets of preaching be
attended to in this place, and wherever
announced in the couvutry. It is from
the pulpit that ministers best instruet;
they prepare beaten oil for the Sanc-
tuary. ‘Thatis now a constant labour
with us, which nothing but a vacant
Sabbath can remit. It is in your power
to fucilitate labour and to encourage the
Iabourer, in short, to help forward the
work. Every memberean doso. How
many of Paul’s hearers, in Romans, 161
chapter, his Urbanes, Amplias, Hermases,
and Marys were only lay helpers, and
vet they furthered the winistry. It is
then only the field can be properly cul-
tivated, when Sabbath School teachers
generously come forward and instruet,
when volunteers aid at the prayer meet-
ing, when our choir leads in the servica
of song, when Elders in their stations
and fellow-workere together with them
Iabour, and when the people yield obe-
dience thereunto, instructing their own
households, an.. governing themselves by
the lessons of the Banctuary. O how
pleasant then ! our success is yours, your
cdifieation is onrs. Every one that
joins the Lord’s people is so much
gain. Each convert isa crown in the
an of Christ.- A minister’s rewards are
certain, though they be not silver and
gald, but they are ehiefly to be found in
the day of Christ.  Ilis converts are his
Jjoy, apostates & loss. Ah! brethren, what
need of prayer ; prayer to nphold, prayer
to fetch down the blessing. Not with-
out prayer have.we laboured hitherto,
and we invite your co-operation herein.
“ Brethren, pray for us,” for we trust we
have a good consoience in the work;
pray for us, that the word of the Lord
may have free sourse and be glovified.
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You have seen this new Church fin-
ished, free of debt, and filled. How is
it with the temple within, is it being built,
free, and full of light? Is your heart
God’s Church, and does His Spirit dwell
within you? If it does, then you shall
neverdie. This Church, through lapse of
ages, will decay, but you shall'survive,
unhutt amid the wreck of matter and the
fall of worlds. Let us labour together
and in God’s strength, for you require
to work out your own salvation, as well
23 I do to work in the vineyard, and
then shall the spiritual temple be reared
and crowned with shoutings of grace,
grace unto it. And that every member
of this Church be found at last among
the general assembly and worshippers
in the temple above, is my carnest
prayer. Amen.

P
THE UNION,

I--THT CHURCH OF SCOTLAND IN
THE MARITIME PROVINCES.
(See Minutes of Presbyteries.)

It will be noted that a large propor-
tion of the poople of the cougregations
in the Presbytery -of Hajifax have not
voted at all.

In the Presbytery of Pictou the con-
gregations have gone against the Tnion
with the exception of &ugwash. At a
meeting of the Pugwash congregation,
held on March 10th, at which the diffee-
ent sections of (1% congregation were
well represented, after a vigorous disgus-
sion of the leading features of'the pro-
posed Unidn with the sisterPreshyterian
Churches, a vote was‘taken in favour of
Union, one only dissenting.

IL—CHUGRCH OF BCOTLAND iIN ON-
TARIO AND QUEBEC.

By the Kirk Session of St. Andrew’s,
Montreal, the Basis of :Union was reject-
ed. From other guarters we have not
heard.

IIL. CANADA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

1. PRESBYTERY OF MONTREAL.—
After discussion, approved simpliciter of
the Basis of Union sent down by the
General Assembly—for, 12; against, 8.

2. PresByTery oF OrrAWa—The
remit anent Union was taken up,and on
‘the basis with accompanying resolutions
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being read, it was tnoved by Mr. Moore,
seconded by Mr. McEwen, that the
Basis of Union, as remitted by the As-
sembly and now read, be approved
simpliciter. Tt was moved in amendment
by Mri Burns, seconded by Mr. Mutche
mior, that inasmuch as many esteemed
members of this Church have desired
and still desire a recognition of the
Headship of Christ in the Basis of Union g
and, whereas, the Union Committee was
instructed by the Assembly of 1872, 10
endeavour to secure such a deliverance
as shall meet the views of all parties in
this Church, and report to next Assem-
bly; and secing that the Connnittee
failed to do so, and as the minds of very
many remain unchanged on this point,
as well as being dissatisfied with part of
the resolutions, the Preshytery deem it
unadvisable to enter into Union until a
greater unanimity prevail on the whole
question. A vote bemng taken, the motion
was carried, 11 voting for it and six for
the amendment.

8. PRESDYTERY OF BROCKVILLE~—
A wmotion to adopt simpliciter the Basis of
Union, and resolutions sent down, was
carried by a majority of one over an
amendment asking an article on the
Headship to be inserted.

4. PrespYTERY OF ToroNTO.—Re-
ports were called for from Sessions and
Congregations, when 48 in all were re-
ceived-and read ; in favour of the Basis
of Union, 16 Sessions and 18 Congre«
.gations; against the Basis, seven Sesa
-sions and five Congregations; and -also
in favour of the Basis, cum nota. one
-Session and one Congregation. It was
smoved by Dr. Topp, seconded by Mr.
King, that the Presbytery, having con-
sidered the vemit of the "Assembly with
regard to the matter of Union, approve
the said remis simpliciter. In mmend-
ment it was mexed by Mr. Reid, second-
ed by Prof. McLaven, that this Presby-
tery, while recognizing the importance
of Union among Charches holding so
much in common as the negotiating
Churches do hold, and trusting that a
satisfactory union may, ere ~Ieng, be con-
summated, regret that for warious rea-
sons, especially on accoupt of the ab-
sence of any distinet recognitior of the
Headship of Christ over the Church and
nations, or of any definite deliverance
such as was asked for by the Assembly
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of 1872, indicative of the sense in which
the language of the standards on these
points is understood by the Churches
negotiating this Union, they cannot re-
gard the present Basis as satistactory,
and recommend further negotintions
with a view to the removal of difficulties
felt by many in this Church.  In further
amendment, it was moved by Professor
Gregg, seconded by Dr. Jennings, that
the Presbytery, having considered the
remit of Arsembly respecting the Union
with other Presbyterian Churches.resolve
to approve of the Basis of Union adopted
by the General Assembly, and reserve
for further consideration, at a future
meeting of Presbytery, the resolutions
appended to the Basis.  Before putting
the foregoing to the vote. it was asked
it the latter amendment was, in the eir-
cumstances, a- competent one?  And
eventually, with leave of the Presbytery,
it was withdrawn, Profe-sor Gregg de-
claring his intention not to vote at all.
Mr. Retd’s amendment was then put as
against the motion of Dr. Topp, when
eight vote.l for the former and 14 for the
latter. It was therefore declaved that
Dr. Topp’s mation carried.

5. PressyTirY oF Sivcor.—Re-
turns from Sussions and Congregations
to the Remit on Union, were read. Nine
approved of the Basis sent down, and
two required in the Basis a statement
declaring © the*supremacy of the Lord
Jesus Christ as Ilead over all things to
the Church in the future.” The Remit
was taken up, when it was moved by
Mr. W. Fraser,scconded by Mr. Knowles,
« That the Basis sent down by the Gene:
ral Assembly is considered sufficient for
the accomplishment of union between
the negotiating  Chuarches.”  Mr. W,
TFraser, seconded by Mr. Craw, moved,
in ameadment, the fu“owing: «The
Presbytery, while regarding the union
of the Presbyterian Churches of these
Provinees as highly desirable, if the same
could be accomplished on terms ac-
ceptable to all parties; and while
cherishing the hope that at no very dis-
tant period, the way may be opened up
for the attainment of this end, yet re-
rret that inasmuch as in the proposed

asis of Union, a novel and exceptional
position is given to the Larger and Short-
er Catechisins hitherto held and elassed
along with the Confession of Faith as a
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part of the doctrinal standards of this
Church; and inasmuch as that in no
part of the proposed Basis is there any
recognition of the Mediatorial Sove-
reignty of the Lord Jesus Christ over
the Church or over the nations, the
Presbytery feel constrained to declare
thesaid Basisdefectiveand unsatisfactory,
and therefore return the Remit of Union
with their disapproval.” Five voted in
favour of the amendment, and seven
against. The motion approving of the
Basis of Union was therefore carried.

IV.—~PRESBYTERIAN CHURCII LOWER
PROVINCES.

The matter is now being discussed in
congregations. By next issue we will be
in a position to say something more de-
finite.

PO
Tnar following letter on the Union
movement was received from the Con-
vener of the Colonial Committee, in
reply to questions put to him as to the
aspect of the Church of Scotland on the
subject. Xt speakd for itself :—

G. A. Coroxiar Missiox,

22 Queen Street, Edinburgh,

12th August, 1873.
My Dear Sir,—

I have the honour to acknowledge
receipt of the letter addressed to me as
Convener of the Colonial Committee ot
the General Assembly, by yourself and
Messrs. Baiilie, Ross,and McBain, asking
“information regarding the action taken
by the General Assembly on the ques-
tion of the Union of the Presbyterian
Church in the Dominion of Canada {"—
and in particular askirg * if the Church
of Scotland intends throwing” you * off.”

In reply I bave to state that the Gen-
cral Assembly of the Church of Scotland
has never taken any action, nor even ex-
pressed any opinion, on the question of
the Union of the Presbyterian Churches
in the Dominion of Canada, and that, so
far from indicating any inlention to
throw off from them the care of the
spiritual interests of Scottish Presby-
tevians in the Colonies of the British
Impire,—the Gereral Assembly have
reappointed their Colonial Committee
to promote these interests, and have rc-
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newed, on the part of the Church of
Scotland, the expression of her unabated
concern for the cternal welfare of all
her children seattered abroad.
I have the honour to be,
My dear Sir,
Your obedient servant,
Rouert II. Mulr,
Convener of the Culonis! Conmiltee of
the General o ssembly.
To Donald Mclntosh, Esq., Elder, TWest
Branch, River John, Pictou, N. S.
To show the spirit and attitude taken
by the Church of Scotland towards the
Church of Victoria, Australia—a United
Church such as that now under consid-
eration for the Dominion of Canada—
we give the following :—

APPEAL FOR MINISTERS.

The General Assembly of the Church
of Victoria, at its recent meeting, had
under its anxious consideration the
necessity laid on this Church to endea-
vour to obtain a stated supply ot preach-
ers of the Gospel from the kindred
Churches of Great Britain and Ireland,
and, after due deliberation, the Assem-
bly instructed its Ilome Mission Com-
mittee to take all competent steps to
attain the object desived.

The Home Mission Committee, in
undertaking the important duty thus
imposed on it, wishes to publish, for gen-
eral information, the following statement
as regards the requirements of this
Church in the matter of additional
labourers.

As this paper is intended for readers
in Europe, as well as nearer hand, the
Committee deems it necessary to state
the following facts :—

The Colony of Victoria consists of & por-
tion of the southern seahoard of the
great insular Countinent of Australia,
and has about the same area as Kng-
land and Scotland together.

The climate of Victoria is so mild that
grapes ripen in the open air, yet the
temperature is not so high as to ma-
ture tropical fruits.

The population of the Colony amounts to
three-quarters of a million (750,000),
of whom ‘about one-thi:d are native
born.

The people are’ located in towns, on gold
ficlds, on agricultural areas, and on
pasture lands.

Victoria has three cities (Mclbourne, Bal-
larat, and Sandhurst), besides several
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growing towns anl villnges. Mel-
hourne, the capital of the colony, is
by favr the largest city in the coloniml
territory of the United Kingrdom, and
is, in point of vnpulation, the ninth
¢ity in the British Empire.

Wealth is rapidly accumulating in the
colony. Gold mines are being wrought
with every appliance of skill and capi-
tal. Flovks and herds abound.  Manu-
fact wves are springing ap.  The agri-
caltural lauds are being oceupied.
Railways are being made iato the
interior, and steamers touch at every

oint on the sen coast, as well as on the
iver Murray,which bounds the colony
for the greater part on its inland side.

The proportion of the population adhering
to the ’resbyterian Church of Victoria
is somewhat less than one-sixth of the
whole.

This Church has, at this date, 119 Ministers
in settled charges, and these Ministers
ate stationed all over the Colony, from
Sale in Gipys Land on the south-cast
to Swan Hill on the north-west, about
500 miles apart.

The Presbyterian Chureh of Victoria is the
largest Church of that denomination
on the south side of the Line.

The facilities for locomotion in Victoria
are wonderful for a new country:
There is hardly a distries where fifty
people ean be gathered together, which
1s not within anetwork of Presbyterian
ar-angements, or which might not he
so if a sufficient number of wministers
were available. -

The congregations of Victoria are, on the
whole, not so large as in older coun-
tries; but in Colonies the work of a
Minister is more varied, and all Minis-
ters here get enough to do.

The aim of the Church is the good old
Presbyterian rule of having, en the
average, a minister for avery 1000 of
its people.

There are at present twelve vacancies in
the Church—that is, congregations
without ministers; and there are at
Jeast twelve other places in which con-
gregations could be at once formed.
These charges, eithcr already in exist-
ence, or which might be soon organ-
ised, arc not in any one district, or kind
of district. N:w ministers, it accepta-
ble, could he readily settled in almost
any of the ten Preshytcrics of the
Chuarch.

The minimum stipend approved of by the
General Assembly is £300 a year, and
a mansc; and a Sustentation Fupd
has recently been insticuted with a
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view to securc that minimum stipend
for every winister of tho Church.

Almost all the Presbyterian congregations
in this colony have substantinl churches
and manses.

With these facts to appeal to, the
Preshyterian Church of R’ ictoria feels
that it can ask the parent Churches to
come to her help. The Committee is
happy tosay that this Chureh represents,
not one branch only of the Mother
Chaurch, but all the branches. It com-
prehends, with only three exceptions,
every minister in the Colony from the
Established Church, the Free Church,
and the United Presbyterian Church of
Scotland, together with the Presbyterian
Church of Ireland. It has therefere
great claims on all these Churches for
aid, and the best aid they can send to
their struggling Australian daughter is
more preachers.

The Committee has no doubt that the
Home Churches will do their best to
supply the Victorian Church with more
fabourers; and, on the other hand. it
will be the duty of the Committee, un-
dev instructions from the Assembly, to
find money for the necessary outlay on
their passage to the Colony, and also to
find work and maintenance for them on
their arrival.
¢ The preachers to be sent must not be
inferior men; they musy be carefully
seleeted jand should be men of undoubted
character, of strong faith, and ot a mis-
sionary spirit. To be accenptable and
useful, they must have evangelical con-
victions, a devout spirit, and good
preaching gifts. They nced also to
have yrood sense, fair cultare, and scand
bodily health. Wb t the Assembly has
specially instructed its Home Mission
Committee to obtain, is, a supply of
young men recently licensed; not that
this Chureh is unwilling to veceive min-
isters of longer standing and larger ex-
perience, but that the present and urgent
requirement is a steady aceession,at reg-
ular intervals, of young preachers.
Vacant congregations wishing to call
ministers of more years can do so ut
their own expense, without the inter-
vention of the Iome Mission Committee,
while it is the special duty of the Comn-
mittee to find labourers for Home Mis-
sion and Church Extension woik, who,
however, will not be prevented from re-
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ceiving a'cdll from any vacant congre-
g{tjion to which they may prove accept-
able.

The Committee must guard itself, in
conclusion, from conveying the impres-
sion that there are no dithculties or dis-
couragements to ininisters settling in
Victoria. Yet not the less is this Church
doing a great work ; and she implores
the Hlome Churches to send hither some
of the best of their young preachers, to
aid her in taking possession of these ut-
termost parts of the earth for Christ.
She 18 engaged in the arduous work of
laying the foundations of a great Pres-
byterian Church in a new land.  She is
labouring to evangelise the hopeful
youth of Victoria. She is toiling to pre-
vent the brothers and sisters of' many
Christians at home from falling into a
Iapsed outcast state.  She is humbly en-
deave-ing, not in vain, to turn sinners
to God. She has already many tokens
of her Master’s favour; and with a suf-
ficient staff of godly ministers, there
should be no limits, with God’s blessing,
to her prosperity.

. MacpoxaLp, D. D,
Conuener.
MELBOURNE, 1st Dec., 1873.

EXTRACT MINUTE.

“ At Melbourne, and within the Assem-
bly Hall, Collins Street, the 11th day of
November, 1873 years. The General As-
sembly of the Presbyterian Church of Vie-
toria being met and conatituted, inter alia,
an overture was read from the Presbytery
of Melbourne on the supply of ministers
trom the home Churches. It recommended
that an instant and earnest efiort be made
by this Church to obtain from the home
Churches a regular supply of suitable min-
isters; that the Home Mission Committee
be instructed to address an urgent appeal
to the home Churches for ministers, and
that a subscription be taken up not later
than the month of August next, to provide
the necessary funds. The overture was
adopted, and the Home Mission Committee
instructed accordingly

Bxtracted from the Record of the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of
Victorin, at Melhourne, on this ist day of
December, 1873, by me,

. I. HETHERINGTON,
Clerk of the General Assembly.

The foregoing was published in the
Home Record, by the Colonial Commit-
tee, and already they have halresponses,
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and will send out cvery suitable winis-
ter who wishes to go.

On another page we give the account
of the ordination of the Rev. Jolm G.
Stobbg, a young minister of most distin-

guished parts, well known to wany of

our own young ministers, who is ere this
on his way to Melbourne. Hereis the
attitude the Church of Scoutland will
assume towards a United Church on this
Continent.

N,

Article  @ontributed.

Revival in Scotland.

During the last four months, one of
the most remarkable revivals of religion
that we have cver heard of has blessud
the Churchesin Seotland.  The immedi-
ate cause or instrumentality has been
the preaching and singing of the Gospel
by tw» brethren from the United States,
the well-known lay preacher, D. L.
Moody of Chicago, and a colleague
named Rev. Mr. Sankey, who has con-
secrated @ magnificent baritone voice to
the Lord's service, and who produces as
great cffeets with his singing as Mr.
Moody does with his terse, powerful,
direet preaching. Any one that has
ever been at Conventions of Y. M. C.
Associations in the States must have
seen Mr. Moody. e has been 2 promi-
nent figure at such, and at all kindred
Conveations for many a year, and no
one isin such demand ~vhen questions
are put through the question-drawer to
be answered on the spot. He has the great
faculty of always going directly to the
point. Combined with this diveetness is
a vast fund of homely mother-wit and a
knowledge of homan nature that makes
him the best open-air speaker we have
ever heard. He speaks straight out
what he believes; and be believes with
his whole soul that men are sinners, and
that the only way of escape is through
faith in a crucified Saviour. Believing
that, he does not mince words when tell
ing men their danger. No thought of
¢ dignity’ stops him. Knowing the aw-
ful wickedness men are guilty of in re-
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Jecting the love of the Savieur, no regard
for *fine feclings > will make him keep
silent, or cry ¢ peace, peace, when there
js no peace.’  lle hates mere talk, how-
ever clogquent.  What are you doing?
he asks. At Conventions, he regards
¢ pesolutions * with suspicion.  He desires
conversions.  © We haven't got a book
called ¢ the resolutions of the Apostles,””
bie quaintly remanked oneesin a way that
Lroughit down the Louse 3 at's the Acts
of the Apustlen” ™ The question was
asked, * How a Christian cau best keep
out of the world?” Ile answered,
“ Don't go into the world.” A minister
asked how he best could rouse a country
congregation, and was answered, © Get
roused yours81£”  This man, nrw about
middle age, quiet in manner bat with 2
tremendous power of energy and cntha-
siasm, without literary culture, without
charm of manners, with forms of colly-
quial Western and Yankee specch that
British people dislike, has moved Edin-
Lurgh, Glasgow, Dundee, and the adja-
ceni regions as they bave not been
moved—some say since the days of Kuox.
Verily God chovses the weak things of
the world to confound the mighty.
Scotlan has had the best preaching in
the world during the last forty yeas.
But in spite of it all, the people wae
losing the old religious spivit.  Formal-
ism was scttling down on the Churches.
Scepticism was making sad havoe with
the flocks.  Bvils were floying in like o
flood. Many an earnest soul was erying
to-the Lord to reveal Himsclfin power
asin the daysof old. And Ile heard
the cry.  1e sent not the wise, the clo-
quent, the mighty, bat two poor, un-
known strangcrs,cumpamti\'uly lliterate,
and these by Bible readings, prayer and
praise meetings, and simple divect gospel
appeals, have swayed men’s heats by
the ten thousani as the trees ave swayed
by the wind. Learned Principals and
Puolessors, Doctors of Divinity and cele-
brated lawyers, peers and commoners,
the fashionable classes and the lapsed
masses, have all alike heard them, sat at
their feet, thanked God for them, an.l
borne witness that +Lie work is of God.
Established Churches and Dissenting
Churches. have been thrown open to
them. The Assembly Iiall of the Chureh
of Scotland has been filled with a pray-
er meeting led by ouc of them and. a
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Free Church miuister: while at the
same time the Assembly Hall of the
Free Church on the opposite side of the
street was-filled, and the meeting presid-
ed ov:ir by the other and a minister of
the Kirk.  The old Scottish prejudices
against hymns and instrumental musie
have given way befove Mr. Sankey’ssing-
ing and the harmonium on which he plays
his accompaniments. Even Scottish
Episcopalians, perhaps the straitest of all
sects, have been thawed, and have co-
operated in the work. And the results
have: been glorious. Thousands are
known to have been converted. Ten
thousands have been revived. Andstill
the work goes on. What hath God
wrought ?

The movement may be said to have
begun in Edinburgh. TFor though the
two Evangelists had been labouring pre-
viously in Iingland, and net without
success, stiil it was only when they came
to Edinburgh that the whole city seemed
to be moved. And Edinburgh is still
the heart of Scotland. Though not half
the size of Glasgow, she is the educa-
tional, the literary, and the religious, as
well as the political, capital of the coun-
try. What is done there resounds
through the whole land.  'We need give
no details of their labours in Edinburgh,
for full accounts have been given in al-
most every newspaper. It is enough to
say that t- revival affected all classes;
that it-w. «ccompanied by no extrava-
gances; that the wise leaders of the
Churches, such as Dr. Charteris. Dr.
Rainy, Dr. A. Thomson, all jovfully
testify to its reality, and that it still con-
tinues its:full tide of blessing to the city.

In January and February, Messrs.
Moody and Sankey went to other cities,
such as Dundee, Glasgow, Berwick. We
propose to give now, in conclusion, the
testimony of an acknowledged com-
petent observer and co-worker in each
of those places concerning what he
has seen and heard. .

Here is a quotation from the written
testimony of Dr. Cairns of Berwick, one
who, take him all in all, is perhaps the
first of Scottish Divines in' schalarship
and mental vigour :—

“ The wvisit of Messrs. Moody and
Sankey, on the 13th of January last,
was bléssed to produce an awakening
uncxampled in the history of this town,
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and which has so fur extended to the
surrounding district. The great gather-
ings in the Corn Exchange on the after-
noon dnd evening of that day, and the
prayer-meeting which follewed in Wal-
lace-green Chureh, can never be forgot-
ten by those who were present; and it
is believed that many souls date their
first impressions from that occasion. it
was not as in great cities, where such
mozements propagate theuselves by de-
grees. The whole town—a. sixth or
seventh part of whose population was
gathered together—was struck at once;
and all that has followed has been more
or less the continuation of that first
mighiy impulse. For days a shadow of
awe rested upon the place. Anxiety
was to some extent-in every breast; and
many inquirers hastened to ask the ques-
tion, “ What must I do to be saved ?”
The movement thus visibly and signally
begun has been carricd on by the con-
stant preaching of the woed in the Corn
Exchange whenever it could be obtain-
ed, and by meetings with inquirers in its
various .rooms. ¥ * % * ¥ x =»
Truly wonderful has been the attend-
ance for nearly a month at these nightly
meetings. With a very few exceptions,
the Exchange has been filled and re-
peatedly crowded with more than fifteen
‘hundred auditors; nor has this been de-
pendent to any marked degree on the
presence of strangers, for some very
Jarge meetings have been addressed by
local brethren alone; and whe unfailing
attendance and deep attention can only
be aseribed to the presence of the Spirit
of God. Let it he remembered that a
congregation of a thousand represents in
Edinburgh or Newecastle one in a hun-
dred of the population: but here one in
twelve or thirteen; and the testimony
thus borne by God to the word of His
grace will be appreciated.  Through the
ten days of the clections the attendance
never declined ; and on the night of the
termination of the contest, a minister
from a distance told me that he passed
through a crowd of four hundred, ad-
dressed by one noble Jord on the issue
of the poll, to enter the Exchange, and
found to his joy a crowd three times as
large, listening to another member of
the. peerage preaching Christ, and ex-
horting his hearers to make their own
calling and election for eternity sure.
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“ These things are mentioned to the
glory of God, who heard the carnest
prayers of his people that the election
might not sweep away spiritual imnpres-
sions, and made it pass without a single
case of intemperance chargeable to any
resident in the locality coming before
the magistrates in the election week. In
the preceding week there was but one
case, and in the first week after the
awakening there was none at all. These
facts open up a vista into the future of
the most cheering kind, and show that
Christ’s name needs only to be exalted
to banish every crime and vice from the
face of the earth.”

Here, again, is the testimony of the
Rev. J. McPherson, author of the Life of
Duncan Matheson, concerning the style
and manner of working of the two evan-
gelists, and of their last great meeting in
Dundee:— .

% On February 14th, amidst innumer-
able regrets, Messrs. Moody and Sankey
left. Dundee for Glasgow, whither we
follow them with many prayers. And
here let me say, in asmngle sentence,
that their whole work is characterized
by a constant appeal to the Word of
God. No place is given to mere excite-
ment. In their prayer-meetings, their
Bible readings, their evangelistic ser-
vices, their dealings with inquirers, they
acknowledge and employ no standard,
no rule, no guide, save the Word of the
living' God. Hence, there is a total
absence of fanaticism and extravagance.
The one only question raised by these
evangelists is, * What saith the Lord ?”
And to the written answer of the Holy
Ghost they invariably make their solemn
appeal. ,Had these men done no more
in this town than to give a powerful im
petus to the .constant, systematic, and
nrayerful study of the Scriptures, their
fabour has not been in vain.”

The writer describes their all-day
meeting in Kinnaird Hall, the Ia:gest in
Pundee, capable of hulding three or four
thousand. The meeting commenced at
10 A.M., and continued for six consecu-
tive hours, the first hour being ‘devoted
to praise, the next to the promises, the
noxt to prayer, the next to the consider-
ation of * How best to carry on the work
of the Lord in Dundee,” the next to an-
swering written questions that had been
sent in on matters experimental and
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practical in religion, and the last hour
was occupied by Mr. Moody ir an ad-
dress on good works, his wordson which
¢ fell like blows.” Mr. McPherson thus
describes the appearance of the meet-
ing :—

¢ Long before ten o'clock the spacious
room was filled to overflowing. Many
weroe contented to occupy the passages
and vacant spaces about the doors,
whilst others were compelled to go away
for want of standing room. It was a
day long to be remembered in Dundee.
Neither its memory nor its fruits will
fade with the present generation. Many
of those present had come considerable
distances, from places north, south, and
west. Ministers, wissionaries, evan-
gelists, elders, deacons, Christian work-
ers and members of churches of every
evangelical denomination, were there;
but the assembly was distinctly and sim-
ply Christian. In all the services of the
day the true essential unity of the dis-
ciples of Jesus was beautifully exempli-
fied and fully enjoyed. None said, ‘I
am of Paul, or ‘I am of Apollos; but
the voice of that great assembly seemed
to say, * We are all of Christ, for we are
all one in Him. None but Christ!
None but Christ!!’

“To those who saton the platform,
and especially to ministers and other
Christian workers who have toiled long
and bard in the vineyard of the Lord,
it was no ordinary joy to look on so
many faces now radiant with happiness,
and anon bathed in sweet, silcnt tears.
The whole aspect of the meeting was
like a peaceful sea gleaming in the sum-
mer sun, whose many rippling waters
murmur only songs of joy and praise.
Although the services were carried on
continuously for six hours, there was no
discord, no monotony, no weariness. Of
sensationalism there was nonej; a holy
calm, a sweet and solemn sense of the
immediate presence of the Master of
assemblies, seemed to rest on every soul.
¢+ Be it unto thee according to thy faith,
was the word. Every litile vessel had
its own share; every cup seemed to over-
flow. Vencrable men of God were
heard to say they had never seen such 2
day. Like Peter on the mount, many
were ready to exclaim, ¢ Master, it 13
wood for us to be here” Good, indeed,
it was, because of what we saw and
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heard and felt; Jesus was so very near,
and heaven seemed so very real.”

The Rev. Andrew A. Bonar, author
of the Life and Remains of Robert Mec-
Cheyne, writes a long letter to « The
Christian,” giving an account of the
movement in Glasgow. We have no.
space to quote at length from it. In-
deed it is difficult to quote from Andrew
Bonar. When you give a part you
want to give the whole. He says that
the two evangelists began their labours
in Glasgow with a delightful meeting of
3000 S. S. teachers in the City Hall.
They took this way of engaging the
prayer and sympathy of 3000 workers
for Christ in the beginning. Bonar was
especially delighted with the daily pray-
er meeting, attended by over 1500:—

¢ Christians and Christian ministers of
all denominations, from the country as
well as town, come to this meeting ; it is
a meeting that sends us back to Apos-
tolic days, when ¢ the multitude were of
one heart and of one soul” (Acts iv. 32),
praying ‘ with one accord’ for the set-
ting forth of the power of the Holy
Ghost in the ¢ity. ‘It is not preaching
Scotland needs,” said one brother, ‘it i3
prayer and power.” Our brethren reck-
on this hour of prayer to be the most
important of all the meetings, since it is
here that believers are filled with the
Spirit to overflowing, and then go forth
to the unsaved.”

He thus concludes Lis letter: ¢ As in
the days of the Forerunner,He made men
willing to go out in thronging multitudes
to the Desert, secking out the preacher,
the preacher not needing to seek out
them; so it is now. ¢ The Kingdom of
God is preached, and every man presses
into it.” Applications for visits of our
two brethren come in fzom all the region
round ; Greenock, Dumbzcton, Paisley,
Rothesay, Hamilton, Millport, Saltcoats,
Bothwell, Barrhead, Rutherglen, and
other localities. Yours, ete.

% ANDREW A. BoNar.

“ Glasgow, Feb. 18th, 1874.”

Thank’ God for such glorious intelli-
gence.  Let us also know assuredly that
God is equally willing to bless us in
these Provinces. ¢ Lard, wilt Thou not
revive us again ?” HarFax.

PO
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Wetter to the Guitor,

CHARLOTTETOWN,
March 31st, 1874.

Mg. EpiTor:

Dear Sir,—1 should perhaps before this
have given your readers an account of the
work of grace which has been going on for
some months in Charlottetown, but the
time at my disposal was insufficient, and I
preferred waiting till we had gathered fall
results before undertaking an account of
the work. Suffice it to say, then, at present,
that there has been a great awakening to a
sense of the reality of divine trath, through-
out this city, an earnest investigation into
the state of *personal religion,” together
with an anxious enquiry into the terms and
means of obtaining salvation. In contrast
with the indifference which was very pre-
valent in multitudes of cases, where there
appears to be, and where I believe there
really is now, a *“ resting on Jesus,” together
with a desire to serve 1lim—the change is
great, and this change even the most cal-
lous will acknowledge is most desirable.

The special means employed were simply
the ordinary means of reading the word of
God, prayer, praise, and direcet address, (I
speak, of course, of my own congregation.)
To give these their fullest and most power-
ful effect, we met every night during the
week. Whilst X write, thisisnow our-cighth
week. The services have been attended
with 2 most abundant blessing. In some
instances, whole families have professed to
have realized an interest in the Saviour.
Young men and young women who were
careless and unconcerned have met together
to pray, and have waited to praise God for
His goodness. Many profess openly 1o
have received a change of heart. Our young
men meet every night for prayer. Our
young women meet for the same purpose—
by themselves, of course. These exercises
over, they come into the general mceting
with hearts prepared to wait on the Lord,
and to reecive His blessing.

Another special meaas is our meeting for
enquirers held after the gencral meeting is
over. Thisis by far the most in’cresting
one, enabling us to speak diree*iv and per-
sonally to cach one present ¢ the state of
religion in the heart. Th e who attend
that meeting profess to be axious about
their soul’s salvation, and «  1¢ for instrac-
tion and gnidance. For sc .al nights the
attendance in this meeting ranged from 70
to 100. The lecture room could hold no
more. A few remained in the Church. Of
thesc who professed to be enquirers I have
retained as full a record as circumstances
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would permit. Only at the commencement
we were taken at unawares. I did not
anticipate such a great advancement, and
was too busy with individual cases to take
full account. Ishouldsay that atleast over
200 must have hnd personal conversation
with me. But that is not all.  The gene-
ral openness of the people to engage in con-
versation as to the condition of their spirit-
ual life, is very marked, and our Comunun-
ion Table was the most sbundant and re-
freshing we ‘bave ever had. Up to this
date, the grentest interest continues. In
the Wesleyan Church there has been a very
abundant renping. In the Sister Presby-
terian Church there has been a season of
very great’ refreshing. The Episcopal
Chnreh has had nightly mieetings, and
within the last fortnight” the new Baptist
minister—a disciple and pupil ofthe Rev. C.
Spurgeon—has begun to held special ser-
vices.

In our Sabbath School, our Church
attendance, and on our collections even, the
results have been very diseernable. Xt has
been truly a season of reviving—of refresh-
ing from the presence of the Lord.

‘The conduct of the meeting has been very
staid. The utmost expression of fecling is
the hend bowed, and the silent tear. Let us
trust that this is but the commencement of
a foller and larger manifestation of God’s
grace. His arm is never shortened that
He cannnt save, nor His ear heavy that He
may not hear. 'When we ave straitened, i
is in oursetves, butnotin Him. He always
delights in mercy.

T. Doxcax.

S

Bresbptery _ Wlvates.

Abstract Minutes of Hal! .x Pres-
bytery.

Presbytery met on the 25th March.
Tive ministers and three elders were present.
Rev. Mr. MchMillan of Saltsprings, ard
Rev. Mr. Talloch, being present, were cor-

_dially invited to sit and deliberate, The

following communications were read, viz, :

1st. A letter from the Clerk of the Pres-
bytery of Truro, intimating that that Court
‘had refused to agree to the propesal of this
Yreshytery anent Spring Hill proiching
siation.  2nd. A private letter from Rev.
Mr. McDougall- of St. Johu’s, Newfound-
land, stating his intention to leave that
place on 23rd April, and saying that he
would forward by next mail his resiguation
of the charge of St. Andrew’s congregation.
3rd. A letter from Mr. McLeod, clder,
Folly Mountain, requcsting occasional sup-
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ly. 4th. A letler from Mr, John G.
Fraser,Spring Hill Mines, enclosing minutes
of 2 meeting of the Presbyterians held there
on 19th March, from which the following
are extracts :(—“It was moved, seconded
and Pnsscd, that the vote be taken by ballot
to which Preshytery we be conneeted, whieh
resulted in 15 votes for Hulifax Presbytery,
aund 5 for Truro Presbytery,

“ Moved, scconded ané passed, that the
Sceretavy of this congregation commanieato
with the Halifax Preshytery, requesting
them to come and organize us into a con-
gregation.”

The Preshytery first took into considera-
tion the information from Mr. McDougall,
when it was moved and agreed to, that, in
the event of an application from him for
release from the congregation and Preshy-
tery certificate, the Clerk be instructed to
forward the latter, and write to the Scssion
Clerk, formally severing the conueetion be-
tween the congregation and Mr. McDougall.

The letier from Spring Hill was then
taken up, when the following motions
passed unanimously :—1st. That this Pres-
bytery accede to the regnest of the Presby-
terians of Spring Hill Mines for organiza-
tion. 2nd. That Rev. G. M. Grant be ap-
pointed to wait on the Truro -Presbytery-
to explain the position of this Presbytery
anent Spring Hill, and, in the event of his
being unable 10 attend their next meeting
personally, that he communpicate by letter.
3rd. That the appointments of Rev. John
Campbell for 28th March, and Rev. Mr.
MeMillan for 12th April, stond, and thag
the Moderator be appointed to preach in
Spring Hill on 26th April and 3rd May,
and that ke be ianstracted o dispense the
Sacrament of the Lord’s Suppenand organ-
ize the congregation.  4th. “That Rev. Mr
Neish supply Spring Hill on the third Sab-
hath of May. 5th, That the Halifax wem.
bers of Presbytery be appointed a Commit-
tee on Spring Hill.

The letter from Folly Mountain was then
cons!demd, when it was moved and agreed
to that the Rev. John McMillan be appoint-
ed in the meantime to do wiai he considers
best anent the sepply of that station.

Rev. Messrs. McMillan and Grant hav-
ing led in prayer, the Retarns from Sessions
and congregations anent Presbyterian union
were read, when the voies on that important
question were found 1o be as fcllows 1

ist. St. Matthew’s Church.  Session
uuanimously in favour-~also 258 communi-
cants and 67 adherents,  Therc are opposed
to Union 13 communicants and 2 adherents
~—being memhbers of four familics.

2nd. St. Andrew’s Church. Session
unanimously in favour, with the exception
that they oppose the insertion of the Larger
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Catechism in the Basis. 29 communicants,
37 adhetents and 37 others are in favour of
Union, provided they retain control of theiy
Chureh property and their present mode of
worship. ‘Fhere ave § communicants, 3
adherents and 2 others, opposed to Union,
3rd. Richmond, &e. Session and exghty.
four communicants in favour; none against,
41k, Musquodoboit.  Session and con.
gregation unanimously in favour.

5th. Truro. Scssion unanimously in
favour, also 38 communicants and 42 ad-
herents.  There are 14 communicants ang
19 adherents opposed to Union.

6th. St. Andrew’s Church, St. Johu's,
Not heard from as yet. .

Kirk Sessions were then ovdered to pro-
duce their Records, and to be prepared to
report anent Synodic collections at next
n.eeting.

After granting orders on the Treasurer
for sums due by the Preshytery, the Court
adjourned, to meet azain in St Matthew’s
Session Room, Ialifax, on the last Wed-
nesday of May, being the 27th, at 3 o’clock,
), m.

! J. MeMizran, Clerk.
Extract Minutes of Presbytery of
St John, .

The Presbytery of St. John met in St.
Stephen’s Church, St. Juhn, on 251 March,
1874, Sederant: Rev. Wm. P. Begg,
Moderator, pro tem; Rev. R. J. Cameron,
Clerk ; Rev. Messrs. Caie and Halley, min-
istevs; Willinm Girvan and 'W. H. Living-
stong, clders.

The Rev. Dr. Waters of St. David’s
Church, St. John, be'ng present, was in.
vited fo sit and delil erate.

The Rev. Mr. Caie a.reed to visit the
congregations with'n the hounds of the
Presbytery, which had not contributed yor
subseribed to the Widows’ and Orphang’
Tund, with the hope that the fall amount
expected from this Preshytery would be
suhscribed before the meeting of Synod.

The arrangements vith rcference to the
suoply of St. Andrew’s were made as fol-
lows:—Rev. Wm. L. Bega for Aprit 5th;
Rev. 8. Halley for April 19th; Rev. R. J.
Cameron for Mav 3rd; Rev. Dr. Brooke
for May 17th; Rev. Wi, Fogo for June
7th. Mr. Caie agreed to give & Sabbath's
services there, when ho wonld be visiting
the congregations on behalf of 4he W and
0. Fund. .

‘fhe Preshytery agreed to request the
Home Mission Board to send a missionary
for three months to this Presbytery, with
the objeet of supplying the vacancy in St.
Andrew’s,

The Rev, Mr. Caie submitted the follow-
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ing in memoriam of the late Rev, Peter Keay,
which it was agreed should be entered on
the minates, and a copy of it forwarded to
Mis, Keay .

“In the mysterious Providence of God
we are called to mourn the sad and sudden
removal of another from the slender ranks
of labourers in this part of our Master’s vine-
yard. Very suddenly, on his journcy home
to St. Andrew’s, on the moruing of Dec. 29,
he was summoned from time into ctevnity,
and has lefta wife and family, and a large
cirele of friends, tomourn lis-loss. Incom-
mon with all who knew him, the brethren
of this Presbytery, with which for the long
period of about 16 years be was associated,
feel deeply the blank made by his rewmoval,
aud they desire to place on the records of
this Court & sincere expression of the re-
speet and esteemn inwhich their late brother
was held by all its members, who had an
opportunity of becoming acquainted with
his many excellent qualitics, and his untir-
ing zeal and devotion in the service of his
Ma-ter.  Yor some years after bhis arvivalin
this country, he laboured in the Northern
part of this Provinee, and there, as well as
at Nashwaak and Stanley, where thegreater
part of his ministry was spent, his many
Iabours of love, and his diligence in preach-
ing the Gospel, will be long and gratefully
remembered.  Abous five years have passed
since his tramslation from Nashwaak to
St. Andrew’s, and during these years he
has Jaboured wost diligently snd faithfully
as a minister of Jesas Christ, and his sud-
den removal has severed many deep- and
tender ties between a loving pastor and a de-
vored people, and feft a blauk in our list of
ministers which will not be casily filled.
The profound respeet and ¢steem in which
he was held by all classes of society in 8t.
Andrew’s, was shown by the almost eatire
male papulation of the town following his
remains to the grave, and on Sabbath,when
hisfuneral sermon was preached in Greenock
Charch, the Iarge congregation that crowded
every part of the buiiding was composed of
all denominations in the community.

“In the courts of the Church his diligencs
and usefulness was well known and deeply
appreciated by all his brethren.

*To his bereaved and mourning widow
and family the members of this Presbytery
would respectfully tonder their decpest and
wost heartfelt sympathy, and pray that
the God of the widow and the fatherless
may be pleased to manifest towards them
His tender compassion and loving kind-
ness.“

The Union Remit was then considered
by the Prosbytery. A copy of the minutes
of the Joint Cammittee of the Presbyterian
Churches of the Provinces of B. N.'A., on.
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the subject of Union, at St. John, N. B,,
April, 1873, was laid on the table. After
‘the basis and resolutions therein agreed
upon were read, it was moved by the Rev.
Geo. J. Caie, and seconded by Mr. Living.
stone, and agreed to unanimously, that the
articles forming the basis of Union as now
read, and the resolutions following as sub-
mitted to this Courtand approved of by the
Synod of the Church in 1873, be approved
of by this Preshytery, and that the Clerk
be instructed to send them down to Xivk
Sessions and congregations to ascertain
their mind on the stﬁljcct, and that Kirk
Sessions be ordered to report to the Presby-
tery before the meeting of Synod.

The Presbytery adjourned to meet in St.
Andrew’s Chureh, St John, on June 27th,
1874, at 10 o’clock.

R. J. Caxerox, Clerk.

i
Gommttee  IWinutes.

Minutes of ﬁome Mission Board.

St. Axprew’s CnnurcH,
St. John, N B., March 19th, 1874.

At which time and place the Home
Mission Board met on the call of the con-
vener, and was constituted with prayer.
Present: Rev. R. J. Cameron, convener;
Matthew Lindsay and Roderick Ross.  Mr.
Lindsay was requested to act as Clerk. -

The minutes of last meeting were read
and sustained. The convener stated that
this meeting was called in consequence of
having received a letter from the Clerk of
the Pictou Presbytery, relative to supple-
ments in that Presbytery, which was read.
In accordance with reqnest made, it was
agreed to grant Pugwash $110;:McLennan’s
Mountain $:0, River John $40;1espectively,
for half year ending Februar'y 1st, 1874,

The Board appointed Messrs. Geo. M.
Grant apd John Campbell, of Halifax, a
commitfee to consnlt with Messrs. Gordon
and. McLean, Gaelic Catechists, relative to
their services during the summer, with
power to make appointments for them.

M. Lixvsay, Clerk, pro. tem.

PP,
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THE Reformed Episcopal Church
movement continues to be the principal
excitement in Ottawa. The new move-
ment has gained strength, and regular
reformed services were held in the Court
Housé on Sunday. It is propoesed to
build a church this spring in some con-
venient part of the city.
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Alissron Intellrgence,

Minutes of the New Hebrides
Mission Synod.

( Continued from January Number.)

24, A letter was read from Rev. Dr.
Stecl, stating that the following gentlemen
had consented to act as a Bvard of Man-
agement for the Mission vessel in Sydney,
viz: Learmont, Bsq., J. P, J. H.
Goodlet, J. P., IX. Gray, Esq., Rev. Dr.
Fullerton, Rev. Dr. Beg, Rev. J. Cosh.
I'he Synod expressed their high satisfaction
with that arrangement.

25. The report furwarded by Mr. Cosh,
Sceretary to the Board, was read, in which
was stated all that the Board had done to
obtain a vessel, and that finaily they had
chartered the Paragon, a vessel of 160 tons
register, for four or five months, for £80 a

,month, and insurance for the sum of £800,

the mission to provide every thing, and
that Captain Jenkins had been re-engaged
for this voyage at £15 per month. It was
agreed that the thanks of the Synod be
given to the members of the Dayspring
Board for the important services they have
rendered to this Mission in connéétion
with the work of the Dayspring aud’ the
chartering of the Paragon, and that they
be respectfully requested to continue their
services.

26. Communications from the Agent of
the Mission, the Duyspring Board, and
others were read as to what steps should be
taken to procure another vessel; some
recommended that & new vessel be built in
Scotland, others that the Paragon be par-
chased, as she conld he obtained for .£3000.

After considering the matter carcfally,
the Synod agreed that a vessel should nut
be built in Scotland, but that one should
be procured in the Colonies, aud that in
all the circumstances of -the case they ap-
proved of the proposal to purchase the
Paragon, providing no other more suitable
vessel can be obtained when the Paragon
returns to Sydney.

27. The Synod therefore authorize their
Agent in Sydney to draw the £2000 of
the insurance money rece.ved by the Rev.
Dr. McDonald, and by him invested in the
Toan Mortgage Bank, Melbourne, and
.£1000 of the insurance fund in the keeping
of the Preshyterian Church of Vietoria,
and, invested aloni with its monies, to pay
the sum agreed upon for the Paragon
should the purchase be completed.

28. The Synod authorized those of their
members who may go up to the Colonies
this year to act as the representatives of
this Mission to the difforent Presbyterian
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Churches in Australia and New Zealand,
to put thomselves in communication with
the Dayspring Board in Sydney, and with
the Mission committecs of the respective
Churches, and to make such arrangements
with them as may be considered most
advisable for raising the sum of £1500,
viz 2 £1000 to replace the sum to be drawn
from the insurance fund, and £500 to cover
the alterations and repaics in the Paragon.

29, While these are the carefully con-
sidered views of the Syncd, nevertheless if
the Board have not consulted the Mission
committees of the respective Churches that
have hitherto supported the Dayspring, the
Synod request the Board to do sv; and in
the event of a m. jority of these comumittees
disapproving of the purchase of the Para-
qon, the Board are not to complete the pur-
chase, as the Synod while ¢xpressing their
own deliberately formed conviction are
unwilling to act contrary to the declared
opinion of a majority of the Churches sup-
porting the Mission vessel should this be
found to be the casc.

30. Messrs. Paion, Copeland, Watt, and
Captain Jenkins were appointed & com-
mittee to prepare & plan of the alterations
required in the Pwayon to render her suit-
able for the wants of this Mission, and to
lay this plan before the Board in Sydney
for their guidance, should the Paragon be
purchased.

31. Thatin the event of the Paragon
being purchased her name shall be changed
to that of the Dayspring.

32. That in the cvent of the Paragon
not being purchased and another vessel
being sought, it was dgreed that the Board
be instructed to luvk out fur a vessel of 150
tons register or thereabouts.

33. It was ag. 'ed that the Mission vessel
shall not make a sgcond voyage from Syd-
ney to the Islands this year, but slall leave
Sydney next year not later than the 1st of
April.

34. Tt was agreed that the Synod instruct
the N. H. M. S. Board in Svdney to re.
engage Captain Jenkins and Mr. McArthur
the chief officer for next year ; and that for
the time they are not in the scrvice of the
Mission after the arrival of the Paragon in
Sydney, the Board shall allow them such
renumeration as may be considered just
and equitable in the circumstances.

35. It wasagreed that the Synod appoint
the Rev. Dr. Steel to be agent for the Mis-
sion vessel at a salary of £50 stg.a year,
and that they recommend to thuse Churches
connected with this Mission that have not
officially appointed him as their agent, that
they should do so without diiny and that
they further recommend to ail the Charches
having missionaries on the New Hebrides,
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that they allow the agent £5 annually for
each missionary.

36. It was agreed that the thanks of the
Synod be tendered to the Rev. Dr. Steel,
Sydney, for the highly satisfactory manner
in which he has discharged the duties of
agent for the past year in connection both
with the Mission and the Mission ship.

37. That in the event of a new vessel
being procured, this Synod consider this to
be a suitable time fur making such altera-
tions for the management of the vessel as
the altered circumstances of the Mission
require,

The members of this Synod have never
shrank from assuming responsidility, or
undertaking labors, when the interest of
the vessel rendered these necessary, but
they have no desire to retain any power thag
may be more adiantagevusly vested else-

.where, and in view of the greatly altered

circumstances of the Mission since the
Dayspring was obtained, they would respect-
fully sugyest that all the Churches support-
ing the Mission vessel should confer freelv
with one another as to the best means o
securing the continual support of the said
vessel.

38. Captain Jenkins reported that he had
fulfifled all the appointments laid upon him
both at Sydney and Ancityum ; the report
was received and the captain was thanked
for his diligence.

39. That the members of this Synod
going up to the Colonies be instructed to
make special appeals to the different Pres-
byterian Churches there in order to obtain
an additional supply of missionaries.

40. Mr. McDonald stated that in the
event of his return to Fate, considering the
condition and extent of the Island, it ig
desirable that he should have a fellow-
laborer to be settled ncar the extremity of
Ilavannah Harbor, with the view of opera-
ting on the East side of Fate, and he re-
quested the Synod to give him their sanction
to make the necessary appeal to the Ires-
byterian Church of Victoria.

The Synod authorize and encourage Mr.
McDonald to make such an appeal.

41. From statements made by several
members of this Synod respecting the kid-
napping of natives, it appears that there
has been no perceptible diminution of the
«2vil during the past year; from the interior
of Iromanga especially a great number of
natives had been taken away ; the murder
of Mr. Gordon and other crimes threw the
heathens on that Island into a great state
of alarm, and rendered them peculiarly dis-
posed to yield to the inducements held out
to them to leave their homes, and several
vessels availed themselves largely again and
again of that state of feeling, to the per-
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manent injury of that Island ; nevertheless
this Synod note with thankfulness the
healthy tone of public opinion growing up
on this, and the prompt and energetic action
taken by the British Goverhment. Also
the reeent arvival in the New Ifebrides of
H. M. S. Reward, Licut. Suckling, R. N.,
Commander, to protect the natives of this
roup.

This Synod thercfore instruct its mem-

bers to supply the Commander® of that or.

of any of Ier Majesty’s vessels similarly
employed, with such information as they
may possess; and to render every assist-
ance in their power, so that the evils that
have arisen out of the system may speedily
bobrought to an end ; also that they collect
and publish such facts on this subject as
may bhe best calculated to draw public
attention to the injurious effects of depox-
tation m all its forms, and the fearful
iniquitics conneeted with the labor traffic.

42. Mr. McKenzie was authorized to
apply to the British and Foreign Bible
Society, to print for him in English type
400 copices of a translation of Genesis in
the Jate language, left in MS. by My
Cosh ; and to request Mr. Cosh to carry it
through the press for him in Sydney.

43. Mr. Milne was aathorized to apply
to the Preshyterian Charches of Otago and
Southland 1o bear the expenses of printing
in English type 300 copies of a small
primer made up of seripture extraets; also
of a small Seripture History, to be printed
in the same type.

44. Mr. Murray was appointed to ac-
company the Paragon on the uwext voyage
tosassist Mr. Annand in his settlement at
Efil Harbor, and in the erection of his
heuse ; and to cenfer with Mr. Goodwill
as to his leaving his Station in Santo.

45. In. order to protect the Churches
represented  in  this, Mission against
undue expenditure, it was agreed that in
fature any missionary proposing to pur-
chase a boat, creet a house or otherwise to
involve an expenditure of £10 or upwards,
must first receive the sanction of this Synod
to such expenditure.

46. That in the cvent of any missionary
leaving his Station and being suceeeded by
another, in order to prevegt the trouble of
removing furniture, &ec., this Synod re-
commend that all his furhiture be passed
over to his successor at a valuation, but
that the Church supporting such missionary
pay him for the same, and charge it to his
successor, but allow him to pay it by in-
stahments more or less yearly, according to
cirenmstances.

47. Mr. Milne was appointed to prepare
the Report on the Mission vessel, Mr. Watt
a Report on Native Teachers,
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48. Tho meeting of Synod for 1874 to
be held at Aneleauhat, Aneityum, as soon
as possible after the arrival of Mission ves-
sel from Sydney

On Wednesday, the 23rd of July, the
Moderator congluded. the meeting of Synod
with an appropriate address, singing,
prayer, and henediction.

Lvery sederunt was opened with singing,
reading the Scriptures, and prayer, and
closed with prayer.

A considerable part of the first sederunt
was spent as usual in devotional exer-
cises.

(Signed.)
Perer Mirxe, Moderator.
Jony IxcLis, Synod Clerk.

Ca= o
ctos of the Ehuech.

Nova Scotia.

The Rev. A. W. Herdman, on the
evening of March 4th, was waited upon
by two members of his congregation,
who, in name of the town members of*
his charge, presented him with a parse
of two hundred dollars, in commemora-
tion of the 25th anniversary of his min-
istry in Pictou. ‘Lhe following is M
Herdman’s reply to the donors:—

Gentlemen,—1 sincerely thauk you for
vour large and munificent donation Is
sufficiently speaks for. itself. It attests
goud feeling, it renders labours easy, it
cements intercourse, it excites to gatitude,
it is truit that shall abound to your account.
Its acceptance, therefore, affords me pecaliav
gratification, as well as furnishes substantial
help.

1 beg to assure you that the sermon, on
the occasion of my 25th anuiversary, was
preached with no other view thau to excite
to gratitude for God’s goodness in sustain-
ing me through a quarter of a century’s
ministry in connection with St. Andrew’s
Church, bat henceforth I shull have cause
to remember the occaston as & memorial of
your generosity as well as of Iis goodness
who put such liberality into your hearts.
That the Lord (who counts what is done
to His servants is done to Himself) may
abundantly reward your unexpected liber-
ality, hestow upon you all both temporal
and spiritual good, and in the day He shall
make up His jewels, own and make men-
tion of you as His, is the sincerz prayer of
your minister and well-wisher,

Axprew W. HERDMAN.

Manse of Pictou, 5th March, 1874,

)|
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St. ANDREW's SansaTn Scroor,
Havmrax.—At the annual meeting of
this School, Mr. Thomas Mitchell, Super-
intendent, in the Chair, among other
business there were the following dis-
bursements made: For support of Isaac
Inglis, pupil at Industrial School. $40.00;
for Catechist under Rev. My Robertson,
Erromanga, when employed, one year’s
salary, $00.00; for Native Converts’
Church, Calcutta, India, £2 sterling;
and for other purposes several smaller
sums. The School is flourishing in every
respect. )

In the resignation of Miss Mitchell,
the Sunday School has lost the services
of a lady whose term of good faithful
work has extended over almost a life
time, and a long one at that.  She has
been, in her conncection with the School,
the teacher at one time or other of
almost all the teachers at present in
active work of the Scnool. So far back
as 1836, we find her name upon the Roll
as a teacher ; and from that time till the
present—a period of 38 years, we find
her not only a zealous and efficient
teacher, but one whose name is at or
near the head of every good movement.
Ier singular success in Sabbath School
teaching was owing to a gentle and
kindly disposition, which won the affec-
tions of her pupils and made them her
friends for hife.

We have much pleasure in noting
that the childeen attending her class at
the date of her resignation, have pre-
sented her with a very pretty little work
box, to mark their loving esteem of one
whose resignation has caused universal
regret among both scholars and teachers
alike.

We further note with pleasure the
fact that the congregation are engaged
in the ercetion cf a Manse. The con-
tract has been taken, and the building
will be ready for occupation in October
next.  The enterprise of this congrega-
tion is deserving of credit. Six yuars
ago they were in an old Church and in
debt. Now they are in a new and beau-
tiful Church, and increasing in numbers.
The minister will soon have a Manse
to live in near the Church, and suited
{0 his wants and conveniences. It is to
be situated Dnmediately beside  the
Church, and is to be erected upon a
plan adapted to the purposes intended
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according to the latest improvements of

the times.

Puaw yzu.—This comparatively new
congregation is showing signs of vigor-
ous lite that would do no diseredit to
older organizations. One significant sign
is, that this year it takes over cighty fle-
cords.

SarrspriNGgs.—Last Sunday Rev.
Wi, MeMillan preached his sixth anni-
versary sermon to Saltsprings congrega-
tion. May he live to preach his sixtieth,
unallured by the numerous Ontario con-
gregations that seek him !

Care BreToN.—Our fiiends in Cape
Breton will be glad to hear that Messrs.
John McLean amd George TLawson
Gordon bave beén ve-appointed by a
Committee of the 1I. M. B., Catechists
for the summer; the former to give the
month of May to River Inhabitants, and
the following months to Loch Lomond;
the latter to labour at Port IHastings
and West Bay.

Mr. McLean will hold service in River
Inhabitants Church on the first Sunday
in May. Mr. Gordon will be in Port
[astings on the last Sunday of April.

New Brunswick.

CaraqQuUET CnURCH.—AN interest-
ing congregation is now being formed at
Caraquet, forty miles from Bathurst.
The population of the place is almost
entirely Roman Catholic.  Of the few
resident Protestant fawmilies, some belong
to the English Church, some to the
Presbyterian, and some to the Wesley-
an.  These have hitherto met for occa- .
sional preaching in the little pnst oflice
of the place, kindly placed at their dis-
posal for the purpose by the Post-master,
Mr. Blackball. © We have seen about
sixty anxions hearers crowded in that
small place. As not one of these three
denominations is able to form a congre-
gation of itself, all three have agreed to
unite harmoniously together in forming
one congregation, with one trustee frum
cach; and they are now evecting a
Chureh upon a picee of ground kindly
granted by the 1fon. Mr. Young for that
purpose. The neighbouring winisters
belunging to the three denvminations
intend officiating as frequently as possi-
ble in the Church when erccted. A
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collection in aid of this interesting un-
dertaking was made in St. Luke’s (Kirk
of Scotland) Church, Bathurst, on Sab-
bath, the 15th March, the result of which
was very gratifying,—thirty-five dollars
having been thereby added to the Byild-
ing Fund.

Festival axp S.Scuoor CONCERT.
—A grand festival and concert in con-
nection with St. James’ Church Sab-
bath School, Newcastle, was held in the
Temperance Ilall, on the evening of
Tuesday, the 4th March last.  The hall
was filled to its utmost capacity by a
most orderly and highly appreciative
audience. The festival and concert was
a complete success.

The chair was occupied by the Rev.
Mr. Anderson, the much esteemed pas-
tor of St. James’, who appeared deserv-
edly proul of the scene that spread be-
fore’ him. There were upwards of two
hundred children, with {aces beaming
with intelligence and delight, looking
on him as their father aud their guide.
Around him were standing many just
blooming into manhood and womanhood,
regarding him as their pastor, counsellor,

and best friend. Before lim sat many of

his most attached people.  The sight
truly was very interesting.

The meeting was_opened by the choir
singing a beautifulantlicn,which was well
rendered and loudly applauded. The
children of the Sabbath School sang
several pieces, very sweetly and very
prettily, shewing the good results of the
excellent training they had received from
their superintendent, C. M. IHutchinson,
Esy. There were several very finely-
rendered solos and choruses by the choir,
which were well reccived and loudly
encored. Miss Addie Davidson very ably
presided at the organ during the even-
ing.

Beveral addresses were delivered by
the Rev. Messts. Anderson, Coleman,
Wilson, and Russel. They were chiefly
remarkable for their brevity, which was
of course much appreeiated by the andi-
ence, who came to hear singing of a high
order, and not the fag-end of a sermon.
But the most interesting part of the
whole was the pasing round of refresh-
ments to the children of the Sabbath
School.  These were neatly tied up in
coloured tarletan bags. Each scholar
received dne, and, if we may judge by
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the countenances of the little ones, these
bags contained no ordinary assortment
of good things. Drizes were given to
those scholars who had not been absent
a single Sabbath during the past year.
Also to those absent only one Sabbath;
and also to those who shiowed most ac-
quaintance with certain preseribed les-
sons. Then followed a few move pieces
of music by the choir, which were well
received and encored.  Afterwards a
hearty vote of thanks was given to the
ladies for providing such bountiful and
richly-filled bags of nice things; also to
the choir for their excellent music. This

most pleasant fustival was brought to a

close by the Rev. Mr. Johustone pro-
nouncing the benediction.

We congratulate the new minister of
St. James’ on the success which scems
already to crown his labours in New-
castle. Long may his bow abide in
strength, and may his people, young and
old, always be ready to co-operate with
him in any good work.

P. E. Island.

Revivar 1y St. James' Cauren,
CuarrLoTTETOWN.—There have been
meetings nightly, during several weeks,
for prayer and the exposition of the
Word of God, followed always by meet-
ings for enquirers. Remarkable interest
continues to beshown. The fruit will
no doubt be unto holiness, and the end
everlasting life.

Canada.

A socrAL meeting of the members of
the Kirk in Quebee was held in Morrin
College buillings on the evening of the
5th ultimo, the first meeting of the kind

dheld by this congregation within the

memory of the olde:t inhabitant. It was
therefore specially interesting, and the
success which attended it was so gratify-
ing that itis not likely to be the last.
The rooms of the college, which are well
adapted for a reanion of this kind, were
handsomely decorated.  The attendance
was large. .

The College staff consists at present
of five Profussors—including Principal
Cook, who attends to the theological de-
partment. In addition to the classies,
taught by Profussor Weir, agood deal of
attention is given to modern languages
—TFrench, German, &c. Dr. Donglas
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lectures on chiemistry and other scientifie
subjeets, Profussur McQuarrie has charge
of mathematics and, if we remember
aright, of moral philusophy. The num-
ber attending Divinity is small, not ex-
cceding 7 or 8. There are, however,
over 200 attending altogether, including
Ladics’ classes.

S1. MARK’S Ciurcn, MOXTREAL —
The Annual Report of St. Mark’s shews
the total revenue to be $1,263.50—com-
yaring fazourably with former years.
The Sunday collections for the year
were $600.  There arc 246 sittings let
in the church. The number of families
connected with the Church is over 100,
and of communjecants on the roll 138.

‘WE notice with pleasure the induction
of cur old friend and classmate, the Rev.
John Fairlie, to the Pastorate of 1Orig-
inal and Hawkesbury.

A Kingston, the students’ missionary
asgociation had a most successful meeting
on the evening of the 11th ult., in St.
Andrew’s Hall. Principal Snodgrass
was chairman. Addresses were given
by Dr. Jenkins, Professor Mackerras and
Rev. Andrew Wilson. The collection
amounted to $77. The number of ap-
licants for missionary appointments has
mcereased from four to fwenty-one in three
years, and instead of confining their
labours to vacant places, it is now pro-
posed to undertake more purely mission-
ary work in new ficlds ; hence the neces-
sity of funds as such places are not likely
to be self-sustaining for a time.

Tue Rev. Charles I. Cameron, gradu
ate of Queen’s College, and well known
to some of our ministers, who studied in
Glasgow University, expects to return
to Canada in September next.  He will
be a decided acquisition to our brethren
in the ministerial ranks. Mr. Cameron
spent bis last session in theology in the
University of Glasgow. While there he
acted ac tutor in the family of the late
Dr. Norman MecLeod, and was induced
to take an appuintwent under the Indian
Mission Cummittee of the General As-
sembly. For this purpose he was or-
dained by the Presbytery of Glasgow.
After about two years’ service in India,
his health gave way, and he went to
Australia where he has completely re-
?ol\i'créd, and has been labouring success-
ully.
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Rev. Dr. B, formerly of Clifton,
has been inducted to the vastoral charge
of the congregation of Walkerton, jn the
Presbytery of Saugeen.

Tuk Rev. Mr. Smith of Fond du Lac,
Wisconsin, has come after all to fill the
« Kirk,” which has been vacant for some
years.  We are much pleased that the
pulpit of the Collegiate Church is to be
filled by an alumuis of Queen’s College.
DMay every success attend him.

Scotland.

Tue Lave Dr. Noryax MacLEoD.
—The parish churgh of Crathie, Bal-
moral, is being enrichied with a fine inon-
ument of the Tate Dr. Norman Macle.
It is a two-licht window, each light 9
feet 6 inches by 2 feet 5 inches. The
nimbus of the left-hand figure is inserib-
ed * David Rex.” The Psalmist is clad
in Dlood-red garments, relieved by a
cloud of lace. The background is of
rich antique blue, with green and varie-
gated foliage. * Sanctus Paulus™ is the
name upon the nimbus of the right-hand
figure. The apostle .s clad in rich blue,
soft green studded with stars, and green-
ish yellow, and stands out against a
white-bordered background of ruby on
blue. The following is the inscription :

In Memoriam.
Normaxt Macrrop, S.T.D.
Viri in Ecclesia illustyiy,
In Republica honorati,
Populo dilecti.

Laboribus domi forisque benignis indefessus,
Catus, comis, egregie cordatus homo,
** Bona Verba ™ administravit,
Unde ubique gentium
" Volitat vivus per ora virm.”
Mortem viri magnanimi inopinatam
Regina populusque
Una meerebant.

Natus est anno Salutis MpDCCCXILL
Obiit MvcecLxxn.

OrpixatioN oF 1HE Rev. J. G.
Stosss, GrREENOCK.—At the meeting
of the Greenock Presbytery on Monday,
the rev. court proceeded to the ordina-
tion of the Rev. J. G. Stobbs, M.A., for
a number of years assistant to Dr. Me-
Culloch, West Parish Chureh, the rev.
gentleman having been appointed to the
pastorate of the Scotch Church, Mel-
bourne. Dr. M'Culloch ordained, and
at the close, in addressing Mr. Stobbs,
said a few words of counsel to a minis-
ter in such circumstances, but consider-



106

ing Mr. Stobbs’ experiened in the dis-
charge of pulpit and parochial dutics, he
did not think it necessary to remind him
of these duties in detail. Tle should
therefore content himself with two sug-
gestions, namely, to make Christ the
primary and chief theme of his sermons,
and Christ’s glory and men's salvation
the grand aim of his preaching.

Ehe Subbatl School.

LESSONS FOR MAY.

FIRST SABBATH.
Sunyzer :—The Fore Ufferings.—Lev. vii

Golden Text :~—¥eb. ix. 28 ; Par. passages
—Isa. liii. 5, 8, 11, 12 ; 1 Peterii. 24 s

For a full account of theoa offerings, read
the preceding part of the Dook of Leviticus.
The burnt, sin, and trespass offerings were
expiatory in their character, the meat and
peace offerings were eucharistic, though all
of them, perhaps, were sometimes petition-
ary. All of them, except the meat offering,
were to be sacrifices, that is they were to
consist of the bodies of domestic animals,
ceremonially clean, and slain for the pur-
pose. They were not to -be imperfect or in-
ferior. but the best of their kind ; to show
that God requires the best services of His
people ; and also to point out the excellence
of that great sacrifice of which all these
were but types.

The burnt offexing was the most import-
ant and solemn, and also the most ancient
sacrifice, having been offered from the time
of Abel downwards. It might be either a
national offering or made by individuals.
The animal was to be either a bullock of
three years old, a sheep or a goat of one
year old, in each case 2 male, a turtle dove
or a pigeon, according to the means of the
offerer. The vietim was to be brought tu
the door of the tabernacle or temple and the
hand of the offerer laid on its head, indica-
ting that his sins were laid on it, and that
hie besought God to accept its death as a
substitute for his. It was then killed, flay-
¢, opened, cut in pieces and salted. The
pieces were afterwards laid upon the altar of
burnt offering, and consumed to ashes—this
atier part of the rite pointing out the ter-
rible cffects of God's wrath against sin,
poured ot upon Jusus, the great and tiue
sacrifice.  The national burnt offerings,
offered morning and evening, and on the
great day of atonement were expiatory.
For examples of petitionary and eucharisfic
burnt offerings, see the sacrifices of Noah
and Job.

The meat offering was not a sacrifice, as
it consisted of fine floar of wheat or barley,
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either baked or unbaked, or of ecars of corn
—in all cases with the addition of olive oil,
frankincense and salt. The word mneat,
when the Bible was translated, denoted
food in general. The ment offering always
attended burnt and peace offerings; snd
also the sin and trespass offerings of the
leper ; and in these cases it was all consumed
on the altar, It was mainly a grateful ac-
knowledgment of the goodness: of God in
the gifts of His providence, and when it was
offered by itself, a handful of the flour and
oil, with all the frankincense, was barnt on
the altar, and the remainder was the portion
of the priests. The oil was probably added
to make it palatable to them, and tho frank-
incense to typify the intercession of Christ,
by which he perfumes and renders accepta-
ble the prayers, good works, and holy affec-
tions of His people.

Peace offerings were sometimes presented
to express gratitude for mercies reccived,
sometimes in supplication for mercics de-
sired, and sometimes in fulfilment of & voiv
made in a time of trouble or dangor. Psalm
Ixvi, 13, 14, The victim in this case might
be cither of the herd or of the flock, but
not a fowl. It wasto be without blemish,
but might be either male or female. The
details of this rite were similar to those of
the burnt offering, differing in the following
particulars : The victim was to be divided
between God, the priest, and the offerer.
A part (see Lev. iii. 1-3) was hurnt on the
altar. The breast, to be waved to and fro,
and the shoulder to be heaved upwards be-
fore the Lord —hence called wave and heavo
offerings - were the perquisites of the
priests. The remainder was to be caten
by the offerer and his friends, sf ceremoni-
ally clean, as a social and hospitable meal.
Sometimes peace offerings were Divinely
appointed. See Ex, xxix. 28; Num. vi. 14;
vii. 17 ; Levit. xxiii. 19.

Commentators failin distinguishing satis~
factorily between the classes of offences for
which the sin and trespass offerings were
presented. Those expiated by the latter
seem to be more flagrant ; and yet a bullock
was sometimes demanded for the former,
but never for the latter; while doves or
pigeons,or even fine flour, was permitted in
the latter, but not in the former. Perhaps
the less costly sacrifice for the greater sin
indicated that there was no real efficacy in
these oblations -a doctrine plainly taught
evea in the Old Testament, see 1 Sam, xvi.
22; Micah vi. 8 —and that they were only
emblematical of a true sucrifice to come.
Three things were connected with the tres-
pass offering only-—viz., confession of the
crime, restitation of the property, and com-
pensation for the injury. The sacrificial
system was designed to teach the Jewish
people that God is holy and hates sin, that
He is just and must punish it, and that He
is merciful and will pardon it. From the
H3rd chapter:of Isaiah they would learn, as
is taught us also by a still fuller revelation,
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that it is impossible for the blood of bulls
and goats to wash away sin, that these were
but shadows, and that God Himself hnd
provided & lamb for a burnt offering.

SECOND SABBATH.

SUBJECT: ~ The three great festivals,  Leb.
531,44-6, 1521, 83-36. Golden Text, Jokn

There were several arrengements common
to tho three great feasts. 1. Due procla-
mation of them. Thus the people were
prepared to observe them with solemnity.
2. While being observed, holy convocations
were held of all the g;:ople, eolemn and de-
votional. 3. The forbidding of servile work,
to some extent that they might serve the
Lord with greater lberty, 4. The conve
ntent times fixed, corresponding to our
March, May, Soptember. Not in the winter
when dayswereshort and travelling difficult,
Not in the suminer when the harvest and
vintage had to be attended to.

v. 4-6. The passover was a perpetual
memorial of vedemption from Kgypt, as it
was the type of redemption by the blood of
Christ. It was the first of the great feasts,
and laid the foundation for the others.
Redemption by blood lies at the foundation
of all joyous feasting in Christ. The un-
Jeavened hiead reminded them of their
hasty escape. Along with the ordinary of»
ferings, there were oflurings by fire. These
point to the awful sufferings of Jesus, which
should be thankfully remembered.

Vv, 1o-21. The teast of Pentecost.

V. 36. Tne morrow efter the Sabbath,
i. e. after the first day of the passover week,
which was ebserved as a Sabbath.

V. 16. Fifty days. The forty-ninth day
after the presentationof the first fruits, or
the fiftieth, including it, was the feast of
Pentecost.

Vv, 17-21. These loaves were made of
¢ fine’ or wheaten flour, weighing atove ten
lbs. The wave sheaf gave the signal for the
commencement, the two loaves solemnized
the termination of the harvest season. Did
not the fitst point to the Rosurrection of
Christ, the first fruits of them that slept,
(1 Cor. 15-20) and the secord to the church
in its Pentecostal season of grace, 50 days
after the resurrection? In the two loaves
Jeaven was mixed, but norfe in the first wave
sheaf. Does not this point to the defective
elements in the Pentecostal churck, none of
‘wnich were to be found in the true wave of-
fering, even Christ, .

This feast was accompanied With burnt
‘offerdngs, a sin offering and peace offering.
There is a difference in the number of the
animals in Numb. 28, 27. Somve of them
anay hawve been left to the priest. These of-
ferings point to the perfgetion of the person,
righteousndys nnd sacrifice” of Jestis, to our
unworthiness, to our acceptance in ‘Christ,
to our consecration of this to Christ, snd to
our delightful peace and communion in
Christ with God ‘and «ll believors,
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Vv. 33-36. The feast of Tabernacles.
During this feast the people dwelt in'booths,
unless sickness or some other hindrance pre-
vented them. These woro crected on the
flat roofs of houses, in the streets or fields,
While thoe solid branches wero reserved for
the construction of the hooths, the lighter
branches were carried by men who marched
in triumphal procession singing Psalms and
shouting Hosanna: It was n season of great
rojowcings The drawing of water from the
pool, which was done on the last day, seems
to have been the introduetion of a later
period {John 7, 37). It was held in com-
memoration of the Israclites having dwelt
scourely in booths or tabernacles in the wil-
derness, I'he decrease of the number of
bullocks which were sucrificed on the several
days of this feast (rec Numb. 29, 12-37)
until on the last and great day only one was
offered seems to point to the gradual passing
away of the Mosaic system of sacrifice, into
ot last thte one sacrifice Jesus has offered up.

These feasts weré memorial feasts of great
joy. Letusremember, rejoice in, the Lord’s
marcies. They all {;ointed to Christ. Let
us growingly trust, love and rejoice in Him,

THIRD SABBATH.

Sup3rer :—~T'he Lord’s Ministers.—Num-
bers iii. 5-13. . ;

. Passages to bo_consulted :—Numbers chs
iv., viii., x., xvii.*

The heading of this leeson is not strictly
oorrect. The Levites of whom it gives us
informration did not of themselves consti-
tute the Lord’s ministers in the Old Testa-
ment Church. They were only a part of
the ministry. The priests were also minis-
ters, and more important ministers than the
Levites. Indeed the Levites were only as-
sistants to the priests. They were * given
to Aaron and his sons” to minister unto
him ia subordinate and preparatory offices,
while he was doing the servico of the taber~
nacle, and generally ‘o execute the work
of the Lord.”—Fairbairn.

V. 8. They were all of the tribe of Levi,
—both priests and Levites—sece verses 11
and 12, Agron and his maloe descendants
were chosen to be priests. The rest of the
tribe were at the time our lesson speaks of,
called to be a kind of inferior agents in holy
things. They entered upon their work at
30 years of age and withdrew at 50, Sce
chapter 4th for this and other points. As
to the way in which, or the ceremonies by
which, they were set apart to their duties,
sce chapter viil. 5-23.

Vv. 7, 8& Duties of the Leriies.—In a
word it was *‘ to do the service of tho taber-
nacle.” It fell to them to keep the taber-
nacle and its i2struments in a proper stade
for the Divine service, to bear its different
parts when removing from place to place, to
occupy in later times the post of door-keep-
ers in the temple, to take part in the musi-
cal arrangements connected with the publie
service, to assist at the larger feasts in the



108

killing and flaying of victims, &c. (1 Chron.
xxiii, 28-32, and 2 Chron. xxxv. 6-1L)

They were *‘ wholly given to the seryice
of the Lerd,” and, under the priests ana by
their direction, were to do what they could
for thoe spirituil good of the people. Doubt-
less one part of their work was, the instrue-
tion of the people in the <nouledge of. the
law. Andaftor the Isvaclites cntered Cana-
an, scattered as they were through all the
land, and kaving no manual employment to
attend to, they wore favourably situated as
instructors of the people. They were sup-
ported by the tithes of the people. And as
the payment of the tithes was simply o
matter of religious obligation, which, if re:
fused, could not be euforced, their comforts
able maintenance depended largely upon the
the moral and religious charncter of the
nation. If tlie claims of God were felt sud
acknowledged the tithes were paid, but in
times of decleneion and becksliding as in the
days of Malachi, they were withheld, and
the priests and Levites suffered.

Vv. 12, 13. 'The Levites were taken by
(God to wait on His service instead of the
first-born. ‘The fust-born were God’s-—verse
13 explains why. They were just about
equal in numbers—about 22,000 meles. The
tribe of Levi was the sinallest of the tribes
of Isracl

LESSONS.

1. God calls or chooses whom He will to
serve Him in the ministry.

2. He calls those whom He qualifies.
The Levites had already been zealous for
God. Sce Exodus xxxil. 24, &e.

3. de appoints ministers their work.

4 Ministers are to be wholly given to
the Lord’s work.

FOURTH SABRATH.

SuBJECT: —Isracl’s wnbelief, Numb. 14,
1-10. Golden L'ext, Heb. 3, 19.

Vv. 1-3. THow strikingly is unbelief de-
picted in the conduct of Israel.  First, wesee
howit paralyzesall eneryy.  They forget the
mighty power and gracious promises of God.
They sce only the mighty giants, the great
cities, the lofty walls of Canaan. Faith was
dethroned, and unbelief ia the ascendant.
Contrast their present craven spirit with
their jubilant spirit after they had crossed
the Red Sca. lEx. 15, 313. Thus unbelief
robs us of all powers and bope in work and
prayer. Difficulties arc immenscly magni-
fied, 2nd God is forgotten and blamed.
They were swayed and decided by the ma-
jority and spirit of the ten spies. Howhard
do we fnd it 1o side firmly, bravely with the
minority for Christ,

V. 4. Next comes the independence of
unbelicf. They reject Moses and God.
They can do better without them. They
decide to bim a capiain of their own choice
and stamp. A finé leader doubtless they
nominated ! Neh. 9, 17. At Hereb they
resolved to have a calf worship. That was
the superstition of unbelief. Here they
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nominate & captain. This is the self-suff
oiency of unbelief, Whether it be a calf or
captain, unbelief is equally stupid. Other
lords, othor gods, it always says. What
wasg their captain to do? o take them
back through the wilderness—where but for
Jehovah thoy had long sinco perished, to
lead them back to Egypt—yes,where Pharaoh
would grind them under a heavier oppres-
sion. Let us never, even in imagination,
desire any but Jesus to be our captain.

V. 5. Shocked and distressed at their
blasphemy and rebellion, Moses and Aaron
fell on their faces to deprecate the divine
displeasure by their prayers. They could
do nothing. God must help.

Vv. 6-9. Nobly did Joshua and Caleb
show Jhemselves. In tho bitterness of grief
they rent theirclothes. Boldly they spoke.
The land wes an excesding good land.  With
the Lord’s blessing, they would be brought
into it. It was a land flowing with milk
and honey. The only thing to fear was re~
bellion against God. ~ The peoplo of theland
were not to be feared. Their wealth and
prosperity were to be the bread of Israel
Their defence and tower of safety was God.
The Lord was with them. Why should they
fear? Thus stood these two bold, fearless
men against the 10 cowardly spies, and the
hundred thousands of Israel. Simple faith
in God explains it—God against Anak. God
against the devil. Ps. 46, 1. God with
Joshua and Caleb.

V. 10. Hore is the unmercifulness of un-
beliof. It bogets inhwmanity. Let Joshua

be stoned. By argument we canpot silence
him. Let us take the shortest method,
stones are the arguments of persecutors and
ignorant bigots in all ages—in our own. So
stupid, so unpatriotic, so cruel is unbelief,
But God in His glory interposed to save
Moses and Joshua from the people, to save
the poople from themselves. Man is weak,
foolish, mutinous, wicked. God is patient,
forgiving, loving,

FIFTH SABBATIL

SuBJRCT : —The Smitten Rock.—Numbers
xx. 7-13.

Exodus xvii. 1-7 is a parallel passage.
Like this one it spexks of thelsraclites mur-
muring because they had no water, and
also of God's command to Mosgs to smite
the rock in Horeb, that water might be sup-
plied. But they are, nevertheless, two dis-
tinet narratives, and treat of different and
distinet events. The event spoken of in
Exodus occurred when the Israelites were
about threo months cut of Egypt; this one
in our lesson when they were nearly two
years.

The smitten rock supplied water to the
children of Israel during their whole jour-
ney. The account of the smiting of the
rock, we have in the passage referred to—
viz., Jixodus xvii. 6. And from that time
on to the time spoken of in our lesson, a
period of some twenty months, though there
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is no mention made of it, doubtless the
smitten rock continued to pour forth water
for the whole congregation, and for their
cattle to drink. But for a little it scems as
if the supply ceased, as if the rock withheld
its treasures, and the pecople mwrmured
enew. When God commeanded Moses to
speak to the rock, mark only to speak to it.
1t had already been smitten, and was not to
be smitten again. It was sufficient to speak
to it now to bring the sireams of water
forth afresh.

It wonld seem, too, that it was the same
rock that had been smitten that was now to
be spoken to, called in hoth places t/ - rock.
Still the places were different. Thosmiting
was done in Horeb, and at the time of which
our lesson speaks, the people were in Kad-
esh. We do not think, however, that the
rock actually followed the Israclites, or even
that the water flowing out of a certain rock
followed them in a stream. All that it is
necessary for us to say is—that the water
was miraculously supplied from the rock,
and that that rock was Christ.

V. 8-11. Inthe presence of the assembled
people, Moses was to spcak to therock. But
angry with them because of their pust con-
duct, {for which see'chap. xiv.) he speaks to
them sternly and asks, * Must 2re fetch you
water out of this rock?” And then disbe-
lieving and disobeying (‘od, he smites the
rock, and smites it twice instead of specking
toit. That was his sin; the sin of his life,
for which he was punished.

V. 12 tells us what the punishment was,
and why it was sent. Ye belweved not me ;
that was his sin; to sanctify mein the eyes of
the children of Israel; that was the evil
done; therefore ye shall not, d:c.; that was
the punishment.

Still let it be noticed that Moses’ sin did
not cause God to withhold the needed bless-
ing; the water came abundantly.

The smitten rock was & type of Christ,
one of the most significant types with' which
the Old Testament Church was supplied.
And as the antitype was smitten once, but
only once, so the rock, the type, ought io
have been smitten only once.  Hence when
Bfoses smote it twice, the beauty of the
type whereby the perfection of Christ’s one
sacrifice was so clearly set forth was marred.

LESSONS,

1. Christ is the source of all blessings.
Christ wounded or smiten.

2. Now it is only nccessary that He he
spoken to in the prayer of faith, and streams
ot living water will low forth to refresh his
inheritance when it is weary.

Tne Rev. Dr. King, formerly Pro-
fessor of Theology in the Free Church
Divinity Hall, in Halifax, died on the
24th of February, at Hollensborough,
Scotland.
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Jutelligence,

The Third Annual Report of the
Halifax Asylum for the Blind.

The interesting Report of this really
noble Institution 13 now again before us.
We have seen and reviewed the former
two, but the third is the most interestig

-of the scries. Of course this is to be
expected, and the expectations of the
well-wishers of the Institution have been
more than fully realized.

In the teaching staff there has been a
change, very much for the better, in the
%ppoin',mcnt of one male teacher, Mr.

raser, whose parts and acquiremonts fit
him, in a very marked degree, for this
work. His proficiency in the art of
music, as well as in the other branches
ot his profession, serve to sceure for. him
the respect and esteem of the pupils
under his care.

The Steward and Matron have more
than fully sustained the reputation which
they worthily won on the occasion of
former reports. By their exertions, the
wants and comforts of the pupils are
carefully attended toj so that parents
and friends of those at present residing
in the Institution may rest assured, that,
under the able tutorship of Mr. Fraser,
and under the very important care of
Mr. and Mrs. Dilworth, both education
and comfort will be attended to. To
this point we can speak from experience.
From frequent visits we are able to give
our expericnce and testimony to the
efliciency, in every respect, of the whole
management of the House, in all its de-
partwments.

There are 15 pupils at present in the
Institution, but why should there not
be many more? There are persons
afflicted with blindness, throughout this
and the adjoining Provinces, sufficient to
fill every part of the'house. The terms
are made as casy as terms can be made;;
therefore, why not fill the house, and
thus “ Jet nothing be lost 27

For the information of any concerned,
we append the following terms :—

(1). “Young blind persons of good
moral character, Letween the ages of
eight and cightcen, may be admitted o
the Institution by paying onc hundred
and twenty dollavs per annum, the pay-
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ments to be made by halfyearly instal-
ments in advance.  This sum shall cover
all the expenses of board, washing, tui-
tion, and medical attendance. The
pupils must furnish their own clothing,
and pay their own fares to and from the
Institution.

Thetr friends may visit them at reason-
able times under the regulations of the
Board. . .
(2). Speciul cases.—The Board of
Managers may reccive special applica-
tions for the admission of pupils who are
in indigent circumstances, and grant or
refuse the same from time to time as in
their judgment may be consistent with
the state of the funds of the Institition.

(3). Day Scholars.—The Board may,
at their discretion, receive day scholars
upon such terms and conditions as they
may, prescribe. ;

(1). Forms, §¢.— Application forad-
mission mu-t be addressed to the Record-
ing Scerctary, at the Asylum, and nade
apon the forms, and in accordance with
the dircctions preseribed by the Board.”

The First and probably the Liast of

the “ Mutual Eligibility Act.”

At a special meeting of the Free Pres-
bytery of Glasgow, held on Thursday,
¥eb. 9th, a call from the U. P. congre-
gation ‘at Lenzie to the Rev. R. R.
Thom of 8t. David's, Glasgow, was taken
into consideration.  When parties were
called to the bar, Dr. Forbes proposed
that, while welcoming the presence of
the commissioners from the U. P. Church
who had come to promote the cail, the
Presbytery do not acknowledge their
right to t! e status of being parties in the
case, nor reeeive them as such, inasmuch
as there was no law of the Church which
authorized them to be received in that
capacity 5 further, that they Ledunged to
a different commaniony and in particular
that they did not acknowledge their
rights to protest and appeal to the super-
ior Cuwits of the Fice Church from the
decisivn of the Presby tery, should it Le
decided that the trauslation should unot
take place. Mr. Macdougal seconded
the motion. Dr. Adam moved, as an
amendment, that the Preshy tery proceed
with the hearing of the case in the usual
way, which was scconded by Dr.
Bucbanan. On a division, the amend-
ment was carried Uy a majerity of 27 to
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10. Parties were then heard for and
auainst the translation, after which Mr.
Thom made an explanatory statement,
and declared his non-aceeptance of the
call.  On the motion of . Buchanan,
the Presbytery decliued to sanction the
translation, and all parties acquicseed in
the decision. It was atterwards agreed,
by a majority of the Presbytery, to
nominate Dr. Rainy to the vacant office
of Principal of the New College, Edin-
bargh. The proposal by the minority
was that the name of Dr. Dufl should be
also sent to the Assembly.

The Wesleyans in Scotland.

The income of the Wesleyans in Scot-
land for foreign missions during 1873
was £156,910, being an increase over
the previons year of £8324 17s. 4d.
Under the charge of the Foreign Mis-
sion of the Church there are 847 prinei+
pal stations, 664 chapels, 1125 ministers
and assistants, withh 4783 paid agents
and 24,303 unpaid agents, 170,360 church
members, and 15,616 applying for church
membership. '

There appears to be the most friendly
feelings existing between the Wesleyan
Brethren in Scotland and the Church of
Scotland, The Rev. Mr. Turnbuall, of
the Townhead Parish, Glusgow, preached
the anniversary sermon in the principal
Wesleyan Church in Glasgow, angd at
the week evening meeting at which the
Report from which the foregoing notes
are taken, was read, we see that an- ad-
aress was delivered by the Rev. F. R.
McDonald, now of the Bavony, Glasgow.

Life of Dr. Norman McLeod,

We are informed, on good authority,
that a memoir of this truly great man is
in course of preparation by his widow,
aided by the ablest wmen of the ministry
of the Church of Scotiand.  From the
talents of that cminently gifted lady;
and from the character of the subject,
we can confidently promise all readers
of the buvk, when peblished, such a treat
as is stldom to be enjoyed. And it is
not tuo much to pronuse this biography
of the most cminent minister of the
Church,.daring the past quarter of &
centuryy & place in the library of every
Churclr of Scotlaud man in the Pro-
vinees ; nor do we deem 1t too nwch to
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bope that every Presvyterian family will
have and read this life of the greatest
Presbyterian Minister since the days of
Chalmers.

We hereby beg to acknowledge re-
ceipt of the “ Sunday Times,” Feb 22.
From a perusal, we heartily congratulate
our contemporary, and wish it as wile a
circulation as it really deserves. The
selections are admirable and varied, and
it contains that which, with all the abuse
poured out, we find most sensible people
10 enjoy—a sermon; and we pronounce
it a decidedly good one on an important
subject.

Toe remains of a few of the unfor-
tunate men, who were killed by the dis-
astrous explosion at Drummond Colliery,
have been found, but they are so disfig-
ured and burnt that identification” vas
atterly impossible.  Suitadble and appro-
priate funeral services were conducted
by the Rev. C. Dunn and the other eler-
gymen of the Joeality, on the cecasion of
the interment, which were deeply affeet-
ing.  Over a thousand people are said
to have been present on the oecasion.

Tne proposal of a Union of the
Wesleyan Methodists of Canada with
thé Conference of Xastern British
Ameriea, and with the New Connexion
Methodist Church, appears to have met
the approval of the Wesleyans by an
overwhelming majority.  The chief diffi-
culty seems to be that of reconciling
opinions in vegard to the sabject of Lay
Eepresentation in the General Confer-
ence—the minority seemingly opposed
to this amounting, however, to scarcely
one-ninth of the votes recorded.

A commuynication signed “ Old Catho-
lic” has come to hand for insertion. The
name of the writer is net given, and so
we are prevented from publishing it. We
regret this, asit is on the all-important
subjeet of Union, and asitisa rough-and-
ready, straightforward, practical docu-
ment. The writer has come through 1843,
and bears some marks of the conflict;
and yet he puts the question to himself,
and wishes it put to the whole Church:
% By rejecting the Union wovement at
present under consideration, will the
people of the negotiating Churches ad-
vance the glory of God more than by
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accepting it?” This is, after all, the
question which cach wcmber must settle
in his own mind. But then an oppenent
of Union might reply : “Is it necessary
to unite with other Churches in order to
advance the glory of God?”

Tur DISESTABLISHIMENT PARTY IN
THE NEW PARLIAMENT.—A corres-
pondent of the Zunes points out that of
the 61 members of Parliament who sup-
ported Mr. DMiall's disestabhshment
motion last year, 28, including Mr. Miall
himself, have no seat in the new House
of Commons.

Deata or Rev. Dr. GILFILLAN.—
Rev Dr. Gilfillan, of Stitling, minister of
the United PresDyterian Church, and
author of an excellent work on the Sab-
Dath, has lately died. Ile was held in
high respect.  The Rev. G. Gilfillan, of
Dundee, is a brother of Dr. Gilfillan’s.

PRroTESTANTISM IN RoME.~—Protess
tants have now 1more than forty places
of worship in Rome. A Scripture-
Readers’ Association has been formed
for reading the Bible from house to
houge. -

Notices of Books.

“THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD: FROM
TIHiE EARLIEST 10 THE PRESENT
TIMES.”? :

This is the title of a book just publish-
ed. Mr. W. G. Pender, No. 18 Blowers
Street, Halifax, is the agent, by whom a
copy has just been laid before us. It is
a large book of 792 pages, substantially
got up and beautifully printed. The
paper “is of the very best quality, and
the type clear, large and bold. For par-
ticulars as to price, &e., see advertise-
ments, or apply to the agent.

Now what of the book itself?  Itis an
American publication, and as such de-

.votes special attention to the hisfory of

Presbyterianism in the United States;
and as such, even if there were nothing
more, it is a valuable addition to our
Church History. It is a valuable book
were it only for that itself. It begins
two hundred years ago, and gives the
history of the Church from its inception;
and very vivid indecd are the pictores
which’ it draws of the men, the scenes,
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and the trials of those early times. Then
the causes which led to the separation
into  Old Side” and “New Side” are
clearly and briefly sketched out. Bio-
graphies of the great men who labdured
in the two Branches of the divided
Church are given, showing the mind and
spirit by which the Presbyterianism of
the United States was animated. The
Re-union is given us, together with the
history of the reconstruction of the
Church, and a bright chapter on “ The
Futare Church,” which every lover or
the universal Church of Christ must
pray to be realized.

But the remark already made with
reference. to the history of the American
Church as given in the hook, holds equal-
ly true with reference to the Presbyters
ianism of the rest of the world as given
in it. Though the history of the Ameri-
can Church occupies the greater part-of
the book, yet it is really what it professes
to be—a Thistory of Presbyterianism
throughout the world. We have very
full outline histories of those most won-
derful people, the Waldenses, who have
been preserved in seclusion in their
native valleys from the errors of Popery,
and thus have never neceded a Reform-
ation. They have ever been Presby-
terian in their government. The Albi-
genses are shown to be the same.  Then
comes an outline of the Church in Scot-
land, Ireland, England, Switzerland,
Germany, the Netherlands, Frauce,
Austria and Hungary. It thus appears
that the author has made good his task
of giving a history of Presbyterianism
throughout the world, and we have no
hesitation in saying that each Presby-
terian throughout the world should have
a copy. e heartily commend the book
to the notice of the members of the
Presbyterian Churches in the Dominion
of Canada.

Of course the author is not strictly
accurate in all things,—when, for exam-
ple, he gives the Church of Eeotland
only one-third of the population of Scots
land. Two-thirds would be nearer the
truth. Nor do we like the taste with
which he disposes of that Church with
three lines on one page (47), giving the

U. P.’s four, and to the Free Church de--

votes twelve. In little things of such a
character, the book is slightly defective;
butin the grarnd features, it is valuable
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far beyond the price at which it is sold.

Persons desiring to posscss it must
communicate with the agent, as it is not
to be sold from the bookshops.

A pamphlet bearing the ominous title
of ** James Johnston vs. the Minister and
Trustees of St. Andrew’s Church,” has
been sent tous.  According to the show-
ing of the pamphlet, Mr. Johnston has
been very harshly dealt with. We do
not feel called upon to argue the merits
of the case at all}; and we would fain
console ourselves with the thought that
there were probably grievances on both
sides, and we would urge our friends to
“make it up again.” Life is too short
to be spent in law suits, either civil or
ecclesiastic; and the work of the Church
too urgent to afford the loss even of one
“servant.”

The pamplhlet is from the pen of the
Rev. R. Campbell, M.A., of St. Gabri-
cls, Montreal, and is in his usual clear
and vigorous style.
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