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PREFAGE.

N issuing the accompanying history of the “ Methodist Churches of
Toronto” to the public and to those who have subscribed for the
work, it is not necessary to make more than a very few prefatory
remarks.

The following pages do not attempt to deal otherwise than in a very

superficial manner with the history of the large body of Christians known
as Wesleyan Methodists throughout the Canadian Dominion or even in the Pro-
vince of Ontario.

What has been the aim of the editor and compiler has been to tell as briefly
as possible the history of the various congregations of Methodists which have
assembled in what we now know as the City of Toronto (formerly the town of
York), from the days of Simcoe up to the present period, the last year of the
nineteenth century. As far as possible original records have been consulted be-
fore the history of any church or congregation has been finally compiled. As
regards some of the congregations these records have been somewhat imperfectly
kept, and in consequence some errors may have crept into the body of this work.
In every case, though, accuracy of statement has been aimed at, and where iznac-
curacies and discrepancies may be detected by readers, they may safely assume
that these are not due to the carelessness of the editor, but to the faulty inform-
ation which has been given to him and accepted in good faith.

As regards the biographical sketches the editor has, wherever it has been pos-
sible, used the words given to him by the sender or writer of the biography. In
some few cases biographies were sent in containing particulars of the person whom
they referred to which it would have been unwise, if not in bad taste, to publish.
These details have been omitted. Inno single case, though, has any salient point
in any biography which has been forwarded, or have any leading facts which
have been contributed, taken out. Arranging and editing these biographies, in
many cases writing them from very crude notes, has been a work of great labor
and no little responsibility. In all cases the editor has tried to discharge his
duties conscientiously and fairly.

With these very few words of explanation and preface, the book is issued to
the public.

THOS. E. CHAMPION.
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Methodist Churches in Toronto.

*

CHAPTER L

Introductory.

A : i

Q//ﬁilj;\ HE word Methodism, as an etymological prodaet or form, has no re-
/- A
71 [0S
y. N Y

ligious significance, nor any reference or relation to church polity.

xl:‘ﬁ \? The work, which at length became distin~tive, and which has increased
qny:\ so marvelously in the world, began at Oxford, England, in 1729, with
g;{;{ Charles Wesley, who “induced a few other students tc join him in

ot observing weekly communion.” This condition of things was found by
John Wesley upon his return from Lincolnshire, was approved by him, and
aided to the extent of his joining the infant association. Besides the
weekly communion this infant association united in the study of the Greek
Testament, in regular fasting, in observing stated hours for private devotion,
in visiting the sick, the poor and prisoners, and instructing neglected children.
“They never themselves adopted any common designation, but of the variety of
derisive names they received from outsiders that of ¢ Methodists’ prevailed, a
sobriquet the fitness of which, indeed, as descriptive of one unchanging and in-
separable feature of Wesley’s character (which was impressed also on his follow-
eres) was undeniable,”

John Wesley was born at Epworth, Lincolnshire, England, June 17-28, 1703,
His immediate ancestors were ministers of the Church of England, and of Puritan
principles, and some of them suffered for nonconformity. His uncle, Barthol»-
mew Wesley, was ejected from his living in 1662 by the Act of Uniformity, and
John Wesley, brc ther of Bartholomew, suffered in a similar manner, being often

fined and imprisoued for preaching contrary to law. Samuel Wesley, son of
9
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John, gave great offence to his family by uniting with the Church of Englend, so
much so that thenceforth they left him to his own resources. Samuel wus the

father of nineteen children, of whom Samuel, John and Charles attained to

eminence. The mother of these children, Susannah Annesley, was the daugher :
of an ejected clergyman, was a woman of great force of character, of remarkable 4
intelligence, and fervent piety, and she gave great attention to the education :
especially the religious education, of her children \
John Wesley’s history is the history of a gradual but of a great development; 4
but it is only in connection with the doctrine of “salvation by faith ” that that b
history is referred v in this work. For two years he labored in Georgia, from "
1736 to 1738, and when he returned to England, in February of the latter year
he had already accepted this doctrine, although he had not then the same concep- s
tion of the nature of faith that he afterward acquired, and which he taught for &
fifty years. th
Miss Edgewood speaks of his journal, written on the homeward voyage from o
Georgia, as chronicling “ that deep satisfaction which is felt whenever an earnest di
nature wakes up to the incompleteness of a traditional religion; and his after fic
life, compared with his two years in Georgia, makes it evident that he passed at
this time into a new spiritual region.” And he himself writes that on March 5, e
1738, he became fully convinced of the want of that faith whereby we are saved. i
Up to that time Mr. Wesley had regarded faith as a union of intellectual be- np
lief and a voluntary self-submission—the belief of the ereeds and submission to odi
the law of Christ and to the rules and service of the church, acted out day by S
day and hour by hour, in “all the preseribed means and services of the church pre
and in the general duties of life.” From this definition of faith it will be seen i
that the element of the supernatural was wanting, as was also that of the personal Phi
trust for salvation on the atonement. The kind of faith possessed by Wesley up 4l
to the time of his conversion, March 24, 1738, he was at length led to perceive, Bat
“ was essentially nothing else than an intellectual and moral act or habit, a nat- then
ural operation and result, altogether different from the true spiritual faith of a i
Christian.” U
This new faith was that which changed Wesley from a ritualist to an evange- prea
list, and sent him forth to prea.u a gospel which for years, if not for centuries, shii

had heen forgotten. It was an inspiration which made him a great preacher and
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a great organizer, and which made him a “ Methodist,” in the highest and best

sense of the word. It was in the next year, 1739, that Wesleyan Methodism was

founded by Wesley, and the first “society,” organized, and it was in 1839 that

the centenary of Wesleyan Methodists was celebrated in many countries of the
world. From time to time different societies were organized, all of which for
years were maintained and considered as “unsectarian,” but which all the while
were developing into a new sect, and adding one more denomination to those
already in existence, a consummation impossible to evade or avoid, as has since
been found the case with the “ Disciples of Christ,” or “ Christians,” as they call
themselves by way of pre-eminence.

The growth of Methodism has been remarkably great and rapid, and, as it would
be but natural to infer, the Methodists have been during the 160 years of their

existence divided into numerous branches. But the essential doctrines of all

these branches are substantially the same, and may be briefly stated as being
embraced in a system of evangelical Arminianism. But, in particular, Wesleyan
divines hold to the doctrines of original sin, general redemption, repentance, justi-
fication by faith, or witness of the Spirit, and Christian perfection,

Having thus presented Mr. Wesley’s view of the nature of the faith that saves,
and the particular doctrines of most, if not all, Methodist churches, it is next
necessary to briefly trace the history of Methodism in America, before taking
np the history of the Methodist churches in Toronto. The beginnines of Meth-
odism in North America are traceable to the year 1766, when a fow pious emi-
grants from Ireland introduced the new religion into New York. In 1769 two
preachers volunteered to go to America from England, the Rev. Richard Board-
man and the Rev. Joseph Pelmoor, the former going to New York, the latter to
Philadelphia. In 1771 two itinerants went out from England to America, Fran-
cis Asbury and Richard Wright, In 1773 Thomas Rankin went out, and it was
he that held the first Methodist conference in America, in Philadelphia, at which
time there were ten itinerant preachers and 1,160 members of this denomination
in America.

Upon the breaking out of the Revec' itionary war the

inglish Methodist
preachers became unpopular, and all but Francis Asbury returned to England,
which fact greatly distingnishes Rev. Francis Asbury among the early Methodists
in North America.

~RAue 7y
RALC 7y
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It is probably true that the first Methodists to appear in Canada were among
the soldiers of General Wolfe in Quebee, who held meetings in their camps and
barracks as early as 1763, and according to Daniell’s excellent “History of Method-
ism,” Phillip Embrey, Paul Heck and other Palatine emigrants, in 1774, together
with their families, exchanged their homes in New York for others in Upper
Canada, or in what is now known as the Province of Quebec. After residing in
the vicinity of Montreal four years they removed to Canada West, now Ontario,
settling in the township of Augusta, where they established a class. Other
classes were established in different parts of the British provinces, and in 1787 a
local preacher from the United States, named George Neal, established a home
on the Canadian side of the Niagara river.

The Rev. William Losee was present in Canada in 1790-93, in the vicinity of
Kingston, and in 1791 the number of Methodists in Canada was 2,795. The ter-
ritory for about twenty years was included in the New York, New England,
Philadelphia or Genesee conference.

Rev. William Case is considered the father of Canadian missions. Ordained
by Bishop Asbury, he was presiding elder in Canada from 1818 to 1828. The
other administrator of Canadian Methodism was Rev. Henry Ryvan. One of the
early English missionaries was the Rev. Enoch Wood, D.D. Born in Lincoln-
shire, England, in 1804, he entered the services of the Wesleyan Missionary
Society in 1826, laboring for three years in the West India mission, and for nine-
teen years in the Province of New Brunswick. He was then appointed by the

3ritish Conference superintendent of missions in Canada, at which time he re-
moved to Toronto.

The early Methodists in Canada had many difticulties to encounter in the yco-
secution of their religious duties. The Clurch of England bad then a consider-
able following in the new country, which took occasion to annoy the new

religionists in many ways. One of these methods of persecution was to prevent

s0 far as possible the Methodist ministers from performing marriage ceremonies,
which they presumed they had a right to do simply because they were regularly
ordained ministers. Rev. Henry Ryan, whose name is one of the prominent ones
in the early history of Methodism in Canada, was punished by a judge for per-
forming a marriage ceremony, although there was no law in Canada prohibiting

him from so doing.  This was one reason for the Methodists in Canada desiring
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to separate from the Church of England, another being that Methodists were
sometimes charged with disloyalty to England, which led them to desire to
change their relation to the Methodist Church in the United States.

However, a petition was forwarded to the General Conference of the Methodist
Church, asking for the organization of a conference in Canada, which was granted,
and on August 4, 1824, the Canada Corference was organized under the Presi-
dency of Bishops George and Hedding. The organization of this conference did
not, bowever, satisfy Mr. Ryan, neither did it diminish the hostility of Rev. Dr.
Strachan, who was assiduously laboring for the building up of the Church of

England in Canada. Mr. Ryan and others continued their labors in favor of in-

dependence until 1828. It was thought best to urge upon the General Confer-
ence the separation of the Canada Conference from the parent country, and the
General Conference being satisfied that the Methodists in Canada desired to
organize themselves into a Methodist Episcopal church, decided that they should
have the privilege of so doing; hence av the session of the Canada Conference,
held at Ernestown in October, 1825, the Methodist Episcopal Church of Canada
was duly organized, the Rev. William Case being elected to the general superin-
tendency pro tem.

Soon, however, new difliculties arose. The Wesleyan Methodists of England
felt no longer bound to abstain from pushing their work in Upper Canada, and
stationed ministers at certain points in this province. The result was a collision
which led to a complete change in the polity of the Methodist Episcopal church,
surrendering those particular features which distinguished it from the Wesleyan
Methodist church, so far as church government was cuncerned, and 1t became g
part of the latter body.

Quite a considerable body of Methodists, however, could not submit to the
Union, They decided to continue the Methodist Episcopal church, and on June
25, 1834, held a conference at Cummer’s church, on Yonge Street, at which only
a small number was present. After several legal controversies, in which the pro-
perty of the church was first decided hy the courts to belong to the Methodist
Episcopal church and afterward to the Wesleyan Methodists, each body finally
secured and maintained a separate organization and a separate church property,
which they maintained until the time of the general union.

The Methodist church is well represented in Toronto.

From the beginning of
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the English speaking colory now known as Ontario, the Methodist church has
been an organization working for the good of the people. Toronto was fonnded
by Governor Simcoe in 1794, and in that year the Province of Upper Canada
was divided into two circuits, upper and lower. Little York, as Toronto was
then called, was frequently visited by the evangelist, Rev. Elijah Woolsey, and
it is believed that this pious minister of the Gospel laid the foundations of
Methodism in this city. Little York was subsequently included in the Niagara,
the Bay of Quinte, and the Home District circuits, the latter having been made
a separate circuit in 1804, The preacher appointed to the Home District was
the Rev. William Anson, who is said to have been gifted with that peculiar, rare
and religious eloquence which in that “age of faith ” proved so effectual. In
1805 the name of Home District circuit was changed to the Yonge Street cir-
cuit, Little York being the central point, and the Rev. Daniel Picket being the
appointed preacher. From that time on for some years sermons were delivered
and services held in school houses, private residences and hotels. Among the
early settlers who showed much hospitality to the itinerant preachers, those
early pioneers of Methodism in Little York, was a family named Dettar, as
also did the Rev. Thomas Stoyle. In 1817 the Rev. David Culp was appointed
to the Yonge Street circuit, and the Rev. James Jackson to the Duffin’s Creek
circuit, each officiating in turn at the York mission, and in this way regular
Sunday preaching was supplied. During this year the first attempt was made
to erect a church building in York, the honor of originating and carrying out
the work being due to the Rev. Henry Ryan, who was for many years presiding i
elder of the district.

York was made a separate station in 1827, and Rev. William Ryerson was i
the preacher, brother of the distinguished educator, Dr. Egerton Ryerson. «
Rev. William Ryerson was succeeded by Rev. F. Metcalf, Rev. W. Smith, €

Rev. J. Ryerson, and Rev. A. Irvine, and at the Conference of 1833 a union

was effected with the British Conference. Previous to this time the Methodists \
of Canada had been connected with an organization in the United States, this y
union being broken up in 1840, and restored in 1847, by the Conference which ti
met in Toronto that year. n

For many years during the early history of Toronto, there were four different Coa

branches of Methodists in the city : 1. Those belonging to the Canadian Confer-
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ence. 2. Those belonging to the British Wesleyan Church. 3. The Primitive
Methodists, an offshoot from the Wesleyan Methodists of England ; and, 4, those
calling themselves New Connexion Methodists, another offshoot from the same
source. These several branches of the denomination taught the same doctrines,
had the same mode of worship, and practically the same church government,
Why, then, did they so long remain separate ? The causes were at least two-
fold ; political and social. If a man were a British Methodist he was at once
set down as a high Conservative in politics. The Primitive Methodist Church
contained the Radicals, and the New Connexion people were somewhat doubttul,
containing members of both political parties. The Canadian Methodists were
also made up of both Tories and Radicals.

By 1826 the membership of the first Methodist church in Toronto had reached
200. Up to this time there had been no resident minister. Most of the time
there had been preaching but once in two weeks, but now services began to be
held more frequently, every Sunday, in fact. The next year the town was sep-
arated from the country, and a preacher was stationed in the town to look after
the interests of the congregation at what was then called the “ White Meeting
Hcouse.,” The preacher thus stationed at York, as has been already intimated,
was the Rev. William Ryerson, “a man of wonderfully persuasive eloquence,”
who was succeeded the next year by the Rev. Franklin Metcalf. This year,
Methodists in Canada were set off as an independent branch of the church.

When the Christian Guardian was commenced, in 1829, Rev. Mr. Metcalf
acted as assistant editor to the Rev. Egerton Ryerson. Mr. Metealf was educat-
ed as a physician, but gave up the practice of medicine to become a preacher, and
it is said that he was an excellent scholar, and one of the best preachers of his
day. After remaining pastor of this church two years, he became presiding
elder.

As stated above, Methodists became independent in Canada in 1828. Rev.
William Case was appointed chief superintendent, pro tem. During the same
year a committee was appointed to correspond with the British conference with
the view of establishing a friendly relation and intercourse between the two con-
nections, In 1830 a constitution for the Upper Canada Academy was adopted,
and a movement begun for the securing of funds for the erection of a building.

This movement resulted in the University of Victoria, and in 1831 each minister
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was requested to appropriate his marriage fees towards the ercction of the
academy. In 1632 a delegation was sent to England, the result of their mission

being a union with British Methodism the next year. The Rev. George Marsden

was sent out as the first English president of the conference which conference
was held in the town of York in October, 1833.

All the circumstances above related were of great consequence to the Metho-
dists of Toronto, this name being given to the city about this time.

A new church building was then soon to be erected, a site therefor having
been procured on Newgate Street, now Adelaide, nearly opposite the present
post office. The building was ready for occupancy in 1833. The Rev. Alexan-
der Irvine was the last minister in the old frame church, and weas the first in the
new one, which was a substantial and commodious brick one, and lasted the con-
gregation for many years. Many scenes of great interest occurred while the
church was on Adelaide Street, controversies in the church as well as in political
circles being the rule of the day. The insurrection of 1837, sometimes known as
the “Patriot War,” was felt throughout the entire country. Jealousy existed
among the different. Methodist bodies, which did not tend toward religious pros-
perity. The union of the two branches of the Church lasted until 1840, and then
it was dissolved, and another seven years of strife succeeded, attended with dis-
cord and local rivalry. But, notwithstanding these troubles, the city continued to
grow in population, and there was also a large increase in the membership of the
Methodist churches therein.

In 1847 another union between the British and Canadian conferences of

Methodists was effected on such a basis that both sides were better satistied than
before. Activity in Methodism prevailed, revivalists were employed and revivals
followed. Gueat zeal was manifested, and the churches grew apace. From that
time Methodism prospered abundantly.

At this time certain questions, which were vital to the prosperity of the coun-
try, still remained unsettled, such as the Clergy Reserve question and that of
the Provincial University, which subjects were closely allied to the policies of
the day. The editor of the Christian Guardian took strong ground on these

(uestions, and in so doing gave great offence to the Methodists who differed with

him upon the merits of the questions involved in the discussion. A manifesto

was prepared and signed by forty men, remonstrating with the editor upon what
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they considered the prostitution of the Guardian to political purposes, the re-
monstrance being taken to him for insertion in the Guardian. Upon the declin-
ation of the editor to publish the manifesto it was taken to the Toronto Herald,
in the columns of which it appeared. The forty men who signed this manifesto
went in a body out of the Adelaide Street church, uniting with other Methodist
churches in Toronto. They were known by the euphonious title of the “ Forty
Thieves”; and while the discussions and dissensions interfered for a time with
the growth of Methodism in Toronto, yet there was a power in the Church for
good which could not be permanently destroyed.

A circumstance occurred in 1836 which led to the secession of certain leading
members of the Church. In 1834, an evangelist, named Rev. Mr. Caird, of the
Apostolic Church—or, as they were otherwise known, the Irvingites—first visited
Toronto. Remaining then but a short time he returned in 1836, and was followed
by others. They were invited to preach in the Adelaide Street church, and con-
tinued to occupy the pulpit for some time, and until they began to think they
had a right to a place there. In the meantime, the peculiarities of their doctrines
began to attract attention, among other features being the practice of speaking
in unknown tongues. This was more than the authorities of the Church could
tolerate, an. when the Irvingites were invited to leave several influential mem-
bers of the Church left with them. Among them was the Rev. George Ryerson,
eldest of the Ryerson brothers, who became the first “ angel” of the Church, Mr.
William Patrick and other leading men were led away from Methodism, and be-
came chief men among the Irvingites.

In those days, also, noted revivalists were brought over from the United States,
some of them men of mighty power. Among these revivalists was the Rev. John
N. Maftit, who was chaplain for some years of the lower House of the Congress
of the United States. His influence with young people was very great, and
through his labors many of them joined the Church. Rev. Mr. Maffit found a
grave on the banks of the Mississippi river, in the far-off country of Arkansas.

After the George Street church was closed on account of the re-uniting of the
British Wesleyan Methodists with the Methodists of the “ White Meeting-house,”
already narrated, it was ascertained that there were still a few Methodists who
preferred the English conference, and who wished to continue their worship

under the London Wesleyan Missionary committee. Hence the George Street
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church was re-opened by Messrs. Richey and Stinson. For some time this was
the leading church for the British Methodists in Toronto, continuing so until the
Richmond Street church was opened. Since then the old church has had a
curious career, having been in turns an Orange hall, a Unitarian church, a black-
smith shop and a dwelling-house. But it had a glory peculiarly its own. Its
ministers were men of religious zeal and of great power, seldom excelled, or even
equalled. They were the Revs. Richey, Stinson, Davidson, Hetherington and
others, whose names are now recalled.

In 1845 the congregation removed to Richmond Street, from which church the

following are oftshoots: The Queen Street church,Yorkville church, Berkeley Street
church and Elm Street church. The ministers stationed at the Richmond Street
church were the Revs. W. M. Harvard and R. Cooney, D.D. Mr. Harvard was one
of the young missionaries who, in 1814, sailed for India with Dr. Coke, who died
on the way out, Mr. Harvard reading the burial service over Dr. Coke’s remains.
After remaining in Ceylon some years, Rev. Mr. Harvard returned to England,
and subsequently came to Canada, where he remained until the union of 1847,
Dr. Cooney was educated for the Roman Catholic priesthood, ard upon his con-
version to Protestantism he became a preacher.

It has been stated that the first Methodist church in Toronto, now named the
Metropolitan, moved to their new building on the corner of Adelaide and Toronto
Streets in 1833. The membership at that time was 255, and the congregation
continued to worship there until 1870, when they removed to a temporary tab-
ernacle while the present magnificent church edifice was being erected.

The plans for this new structure were prepared by Mr. Langley, and the cor-
ner-stone was laid by Dr. Ryerson on August 24th, 1870. The church was for-
mally opened in March, 1872, when Dr. Tiffering of Newark, N. J., preached to
an overflowing congregation. The pastors appointed to this church since 1872
have been as follows: 1872, Dr. Cochraue; 1873, Dr. Jno. Potts ; 1876, Dr. Wm,
Briggs; 1879, Dr. Jno. Potts; 1882, Dr. Hugh Johnston; 1885, Dr. E. A. Staf-
ford ; 1888, Rev. Le Roy Hooker; 1891, Rev. J. V. Smith and Rev. W. J. Smith;
1893, Rev. James Smith; 1894, Rev.James Allen ; and in 1897, Rev. R. P. Bowles.

The Sunday-school of the Metropolitan church was founded November 18th,
- 1818, and from this time to 1820 the superintendents were William Patrick,
Jesse Ketchum and W. D. Morrison. From 1820 to 1830, the superintendents
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were William Carfrae and Alexander Hamilton. In 1832 the Sunday-school was
moved to the church on Adelaide Street, where it increased in numbers very
rapidly.

The superintendents of this noted Sunday-school from 1832 to 1866 were as
follows: 1332, Alexander Hamilton; 1834, George Bilton; 1836, J. Beatty ;
1843, James Hodgrow ; 1847, J. Lawrence; 1850, M. Laveii, M.D.; 1854, Archi-
bald McCallum, and, in the same year, John Holland ; 1555, John Murphy; 1860,
William Blight; 1861, Fuller Smith, Dr. Bull and W. H. Kerr; 1862, C. W.
Coates ; 1865, J. Butler; and in 1866, William Nixon.

In 1872 the school was removed to the new church building, the present fine
Metropolitan church, where it has ever since been conducted with success.
Among the superintendents since that time have been Thomas Nixon, James
Patterson, James Boustead, Alexander Mills, and A Carrick, the latter of whom
has been the superintendent since 1895.




CHAPTER II.
Before the First Chapel.

W HOSO would stand upon Wells’ Hill, or other northern eminence, and

looking southward on the beauteous city sloping gradually to its
~I\"i)o land-locked bay and the great lake beyond, and view its myriad
churches everywhere throughout its length and breadth, whose
“\?;fy tall spires, gleaming in the sun, point, like index-fingers, to the azure
“7  skies whither the Son of God himself ascended to sit in glory at the
Father’s side—the solitary hope and life indeed, for tired and worn humanity,
spent, as it is, in its long, losing battle with death and sin—would find it difticult
to realize that only eighty years ago this wide-spreading city, with its miles
of streets and palatial buildings, with its shaded avenues and tree-clothed parks,
was but a village nestling near the inland sea, wherein as yet not one church of
Methodism had been erected and dedicated to the worship of the living God.

It is a moral certainty that in the year 1795 the Rev. Elijah Woolsey was the
first Methodist divine to preach the gospel in Toronto when the present metro-
polis was but a collection of less than twenty houses.

He was born July 26th, 1771, in Marlboro, Ulster County, New York. His
parents were pious; his mother especially was deeply devoted to God, and no
doubt imparted to him early religious instruction.

He was early converted to God, and at twenty years of age entered the itiner-
ant ministry in the State of New York. In the year 1794 he volunteered his
services for Canada, and in the following year he received the appointment of
the Bay of Quinte District, of which Toronto was then the westerly point. His
companion in this missionary enterprise was James Coleman, another dauntless,
heroic man of God. Not only was Canada then an unsettled land, destitute of
the comforts of civilized life, but the road to it from the State of New York for
some hundreds of miles was through an almost unbroken forest. The story of
their long and perilous journey to the hyperborean north reads like a romance.
John Bailey, of Monlinette, acted as their guide. They came by canoe up the

Mohawk river to Fort Stanwix, where by a short portage they entered Wood
20
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creek, which flows into Oneide lake, which in turn discharges its waters by the
Ononda river into Lake Ontario, which they entered where Oswego now stands,
and then coasted along its shore and crossed to Kingston, where, after a journey
of incredible toil and hardship, sleeping from fifteen to twenty nights in the
woods, they arrived safely. Toward the end of the trip their provisions ran out
and they were reduced to a single cracker per day each.

He was a man of wonderful personal magnetism and his preaching was accom-
panied with power from on high. Though of great benevolence of character and
amenity of manners his oratory showed in many ways the dauntless courage
that characterized him. He spent two years in Canada, returning again to the
States, where, after laboring in the ministry for forty-four years, he died at his
residence in Rye, in the State of New York, at the advanced age of seventy-
eight.

The greatest of the early preachers who visited Little York in its infancy un-
doubtedly was Nathan Bangs, who passed through the settlements like a
flaming evangel.

He was born in the Eastern States in 1779, where he received a good New
England common school education, although his father failed in his project of
giving him a classical one. Subsequently, that father, who was self-instructed,
taught him the art of surveying. At the age of thirteen his father and family
removed to what was then a wilderness part of New York, somewhere on the
east branch of the Delaware. While there, the family were in great distress for
a time on account of his mother and little sister who were lost, and spent a night
in the woods. During their residence in that place, Nathan sometimes heard the
Methodist preachers, who had followed up the settlers to their wilderness homes,
and by whom all the family, except the father, were ultimately brought into the
Methodist Church. Three of his brothers, as well as himself, finally became
preachers. For the present Nathan repelled conviction, and provided a salve
for his conscience by finding subjects of sarcasm in the humble servants of God.
Impelled by the pioneer spirit of the age, on the 9th of May, 1799, he started for
the still further wilds of Canada. He took his surveying instruments with a
view to his exercising his profession in a country which promised to furnish
ample opportunities for its employment. He was accompanied by a devoted
sister and her husband. Their way lay through the forest, and the only convey-
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ance for the lady and their few effects was an ox-sled. They passed by the spot
where Buffalo now stands, where they found only two or three log huts. They
crossed Niagara at Fort Ervie, and coasted downwards to the neighborhood of the
great cataract. The poetry of his nature was fed by its ceaseless roar—the dark
woods stretching away on every hand—and by the reading of Milton’s Poems,
Bunyan’s Progress and Hervey’s Meditations, which he found in a small but
well-assorted private library. Through his pious sisters’ exhortations and the
salutary influence of the Rev. James Coleman’s goodly character and conversation,
whom he found laboring in the settlement, he was prepared for the more mature
counsels of the Rev. Joseph Sawyer, who succeeded him, and through whose
instrumentality he was converted and joined the Church. In 1801 he began to
preach and veceived an appointment on the Thames River, where his great
abilities and transcendent spirituality became manifest in a marked revival of
religion there. He has told the story of his early itinerancy himself, and the
experiences that he passed through in and near Little York we copy word for
word,

“ On the 7th October, 1802, I set off in company with Joseph Jewell, the presid-
ing elder, for the Bay of Quinte circuit. We had a terrible road to travel from
the head of Lake Ontario to Little York, as it was then called, now Toronto, over
hills and ereeks, through mud and water, but at last arrived in safety. We had
an appointment for preaching in Yonge Street on the evening of the next day.
After the sermon by Mr. Jewell I gave an exhortation. The people requested
that T might be left for a few days to preach in the neighborhood. I accordingly
stayed behind, with the understanding that T should go on in a short time. At
the time appointed I set off, but was taken sick with influenza on the way.
Being tenderly nursed in the house where I stopped, I soon recovered, mounted
my horse, and rode some miles, when my faithful animal was taken sick and the
next day died. Here, then, I was alone in a strange place, without money, with-
out a horse, and, as far as | knew, without friends. I trusted in God alone, and
He provided for me. In about half an hour, during which I hardly knew which
way to turn, a gentleman came along and offered to lend me a horse, on condition
that I would defer my journey to the Bay of Quinte, and agree to remain in
those parts preaching for some time. I thankfully accepted his offer, mounted

the horse, and went on my way rejoicing up to Little York. The settlements in
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b

this part of the country were all new, the roads extremely bad and the people
generally poor and demoralized. Our occasional preachers were exposed to many
privations and often too much suffering from poor fare and violent opposition,
Seth Crowell, a zealous and godly itinerant, had travelled along the lake shore
before me, and had been instrumental in the awakening and conversion of many
of the settlers, so that some small societies had been formed ; but they were far
apart, and I found them in a dwindled condition. On Yonge Street, which was
a settlement extending westward from Little York in a distriet line for about
thirty miles, there were no societies, but all the field was new and uncultivated,
with the exception of some Quaker neighborhoods. Among these ‘ Friends ' I
formed some pleasant acquaintances.” He had met with some of them in the
scenes of his earlier ministerial labors. They liked his earnest spirit and his
doctrine, though they disapproved the practica! system of Methodism, especially
its organized ministry. Sometimes travelling at a distance from their settlement,
they would join his log cabin congregations, and after the sermon rise and bear
their favor: "\le “ testimonies.” One of them hearing him on his first circuit was so
inspired and delighted by his fervent discourse as to ask liberty to testify,”
and then proceeded to say that, while listening, “It was given him to rise to
the blessed vision of the Revelator; he saw the angel, bearing the everlasting
gospel, flying through the midst of heaven. This is the everlasting gospel which
they had heard that day,” and the good Quaker went on to support his Methodist
brother with a home-directed exhortation to the wondering people. The two
speakers had an agreeable interview after the service, and comforted each other
on their way heavenward. The itine.ant always afterward liked the ¢ Friends,
though he deemed some of their peculiarities unseriptural, and frankly told them
so. He resolved now to visit their settlement along the extended “ Yonge
Street ” route.

He set out on a winter’s day with the determination to call at as many houses
as possible on the way and give a “ word of exhortation ” to each. At every door
he said: I have come to talk with you about religion and to pray with you.

If you are willing to receive me for this purpose I will stop; if not, I will go on,

Only one repulsed me through the entire day ; all others heard my exhortations,
and permitted me to pray with them. I entered one house where I found the

family at dinner. I talked with them for a while and then propesed prayer.
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When I arose from my knees the man was in a profuse perspiration, and, looking
me in the face, with much emotion said, ¢Sir, I believe you pray in the Spirit.’
I gave him a word of advice and left him a thoughtful, perhaps an awakened,
man.” Some, however, held eager disputes with him on theological questions,
and most were more inclined to show their rustic skill in polemics than to join
in his earnest devotions; but all treated him kindly except a stout High
Churchman, a rude emigrant, who avowed himself to ‘be of the High Church of
England, and a believer in her Articlesand Prayer-book.” He became so enraged
at the preacher’s citation of the Church Catechism on the sacramental sign of
“inward spiritual grace—a new birth unto righteousness,’ that he vociferously
threatened to ‘ pitch him neck and heels’ out of the cabin, and would probably
have done so had it not been for the interference of his daughter.”

He delayed much on this route, preaching often and with success. “ There
was quite an awakening among the people,” he writes, “and many sought re-
demption in the blood of Christ, so that several societies were formed. But
there was a marked line of distinction between the righteous and the wicked,
there being but very few who were indifferent or outwardly moral to interpose
between them. All showed openly what they were by their words and actions,
and either accepted religion heartily or opposed it violently ; the great majority.
though most of them would come to hear me preach, were determined opposers,
Such is the character of frontier communities. Moral restraints are feeble
among them ; conventional restraints are few; the freedom of their simple
wilderness-life characterizes all their habits; they have their own code of dis-

course, and sometimes of law itself. They are frank, hospitable, but violent in

prejudice and passion, fond of disputation, of excitement, and of hearty, if not
reckless, amusements. The primitive Methodist preachers knew well ho v t~ ac-
commodate themselves to the habits, as also to the fare, of such a people, and
hence their extraordinary success along the whole American frontier, Their
simple and familiar methods of worship in cabins and barns, or under trees, suit-
ed the rude settlers. Their meetings were without the stiff order and ceremon-
ious formality of older communities. They were often scenes of free debate, of
interpellations and interlocutions; a hearer at the door-post or the window
responding to, or questioning, or defying the preacher, who ‘held forth’ from a

chair, a bench, or a barrel, at the other end of the building. This popular free-
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dom was not without its advantages; it authorized equal freedom on the part of
the preacher ; it allowed great plainness of speech and directness of appeal. The
glimpses afforded by some of the reminiscences of that day include crowded con-
gregations in log huts or barns—some of the hearers seated, some standing, some
filling the unglazed casements, some thronging the overhanging trees—startling
interjections thrown into the sermon by eccentric preachers—violent polemics
between the preacher and headstrong sectarists, the whole assembly sometimes
involved in the earnest debate, some for, some against him, and ending in gen-
eral confusion. A lively Methodist hymr was usually the best means of restor-
ing order in such cases. Our itinerant was never c-ufounded by these interrup-

He had a natural tact and a certain authoritative presence, an air of

command, qualified by a concessive temper, which scldom failed to control the
roughest spirits.

tions.

He was often characteristic, if not directly personal, in his

reaching ; sometimes with quite naive, if not ludicrous results. On one occasion
(=]

he was contrasting the characters of the righteous and the wicked. “ When an

apparently well-meaning man,” he wiites, “sitting before me, said aloud : * How

do you know that, sir?* I wade him no reply, but proceeded with the delinea-

tion of the godless character, and then remarked: ‘It matters not what your
condition or name is, if you do thus wickedly you will be damnel! He arose,

bowed very respectfully, and said: ‘My name is Benaiah Brown, at your ser-

vice, and sat down again. Some of my friends, thinking he wished to make

disturbance, went toward him to put him out of the house. I requested them to

let bhim alone, as he had not disturbed me at all, but seemed full of respect,
After the meeting he remained, and, in conversation with him, I asked hiin how

he came to address me in the manner he did. He replied: ‘ Yon deseribed my

character so accurately that I thought you knew all about me, and that I might
as well give you my name and have done with it.’

I gave him some good advice,
and we parted on the best terms,

He was a stranger in the place; the Word
had evidently taken hold upon his heart, and I may hope its etfocts were
lasting.”

A more direct case occurred in a settlement about ten miles from Toronto.

“There was,” he says, “a great awakening among the people, but an inveterate

fiddler seemed set on by the great adversary to contest the victory with me inch
by inch.

He had earned considerable money as the musician of the winter-
3
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night dancing parties of the settlers; but he was now willing to fiddle for
nothing if they would meet to dance and frolic rather than to pray. He con-
trived every possible method to keep the young people from our meetings. For
some time he carried his purpose with a high hand, and the war was at last
fully opened between us. One Sabbath morning, however, I fairly caught him.

I was preaching on Gal. v.,, 19-21, and when I came to the word ‘reve'ings’ I
applied it to his tactics, and said, ‘I do not know that the devil’s musician is
here to-day ; I do not see him anywhere !’ But he was sitting in a corner out of
my sight, and he now put out his head and eried out, ‘ Here I am; ha! ha! ha!’
making the place ring with his laughter. ¢ Ay,’ said I, ¢ you are there, are you !”
and turning toward him, looked him full in the face, and addressed myself to
him in language of rebuke and warning. T finally told him that if he did not
cease alluring the young people into sin™1l amusements I would pray God either
to convert him or take him out of the way, and I had no doubt that God would
answer my prayer.

“ The power of God evidently fell upon the assembly : a divine awe seemed to over-
power them. The guilty man began to tremble all over like a leaf, and turned
deathly pale. He finally got up and rushed out of the house. He went home,
burned his fiddle, and we were thenceforth rid of his interference with our meet-
ings and his opposition in the community.” He sometimes had ruder encounters.
“ 1 bad,” he says, “ an appointment to preach in a small cabin, the family of
which was too poor to entertain me conveniently over night. 1, therefore, in-
tended to return, as had been my custom, about six miles, after the sermnon, for
lodgings. I was overtaken on my way to the place by a sleigh with three men
in it. I turned my horse out of the road and let them pass me, but they nosoon-
er did so than they stopped and began vociferating blasphemies and blackguard
language at me, and if T attempted to pass them they would drive on, obstruct
the way, and thus prevent my going forward. In this manner they continued
to annoy me about half an hour, keeping up an unceasing stream of Billingsgate;
I made them no reply. They at length drove on, and left me to pursue my way
in peace. In the evening as I rose up to preach these three men stood looking
in at the door, and as I was standing at the door-post, they closed the entrance,
and were close to my right hand. I requested them to take scats; two of them

did so, but the other kept his place. T gave out for my text Dan. v, 27:
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‘Thou art weighed in the balances and art found wanting.’ In the introduc-
tion to the discourse I made some remarks about Belshazzar’s impious feast,
enlarged on the prevalent drinking habits of the settlers, and observed that
there were people who were not contented to drink in taverns and in their
own houses, but carried bottles of wine in their pockets. The man who still
stood at my right hand had a bottle in his pocket; he drew it forth, shook
it in my face with an oath, exclaiming, ‘ You are driving that at me, and
kept up a continual threat. The owner of the house, who was a warm friend of
mine, instantly arose, with two or three others, all trembling with indigna-
tion, and came toward the offender to seize him and thrust him away. Per-
ceiving their design, I feared there would be bloodshed, and requested them
to desist and take their seats, for I was not afraid of my opposer.

They sat
down, but this only seemed to enrage the man still more. He kept on swear-
ing, with his clenched fist directed at me; but I continued my discourse un-
moved by his threats, until I finally called on the God of Daniel, who de-
livered him from the lions, to deliver me from this lion-like sinner, when
suddenly he escaped out of the door and fled; his two companions followed
him, and we ended the meeting in peace. My friends, fearing I might meet
with some peril should I attempt to return that night, as it was supposed
that these ruffians knew that I intended to do so, persuaded me to stay all
night. It was well I did so, for these men lay in ambush for me, and see-
ing a traveller—a Mr. Hall—approach on horseback, one of them said with an
oath, ¢ Therehe is, let's have him,’” blaspheming and cursing him as the Metho-
dist preacher. They caught him, and were preparing to wreak their vengeance
upon him, but soon discovered that they had committed an egregious and danger-
ous blunder.

The assailed traveller, seeing his peril, turned upon them boldly, and showing
a hearty disposition to fight, notwithstanding the odds against him, and using a
style of language surprisingly like their own, they became convinced that he could
be no Methodist preacher, and took to their heels,
these ravening wolves,

“Thus God saved me from
I blessed His name, and learned to trust more than ever
his protecting providence. No little good resulted from this incident ; it raised
me up many friends; opposers even hecame ashamed of the malicious rowdies,
and were ready now to defend me.

In the midst of all these strange scenes I
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enjoyed great peace with God ; I had constant access to Him in prayer, and went
on my route r¢joicing that I was counted worthy to suffer for His name’s sake. I
passed on from settlement to settlement preaching and praying with the people;
the Divine Spiiit was poured out upon them, and many were converted. Some
of the neighborhoods were extremely poor ; in some the people had not yet a
single stable for the accommodation of my horse. I carried with me oats for
him, and, tying him to a tree, left him to eat at night, and ate and slept myself
in the same rcom in which I preached. This I had to do frequently ; but God
was with me, blessing my soul and the peuple.”

Oa the first of January, 1802, he set off to attend some preaching appointments
which he had made along the lake shore. The journey was to afford himn some
further examples of frontier life, “The roads,” he says, “ were bad, most of the
country being new and in some places a continuous forest of from ten to fifteen
miles extent. About sunset I came to a creek the bridge of which was so broken
that my horse would not cross upon it, neither could I lead or drive him over the
ice as the middle of the creck was not frozen, but the current ran rapidly, making
a noise with the broken ice that frightened him. I wentup and down the stream
for a considerable distance in the snow and ice to find a place on which I might
cross. I was more than an hour in making this useless effort. Being compelled
either to stay in the woods all night or to return, of the two evils I chose the
last. I found on my way back an Indian trader’s house, where &¢ number of
people were assembled to celebrate the New Year. They were singing, dancing,
and drinking at a high rate. 1 cffered money if any two of the men would go
with me and help me over the creek; but no one would consent, for the night
had fallen and it was cold. The man of the house assured me that if I would
stay with him over night I should be well treated. I accordingly put up my
horse and entered the house. 1 declined the whiskey that was offered me, but
told the woman of the house I should be thankful for something to eat, as I had
eaten nothing since early in the morning. She kindly prepared me a good
supper. Seating myself by the fire, I commenced a conversation with a woman
on the subject of religion. I found that she was a back-slidden Baptist; while
talking with her one and another drew near and formed quite a group of
listeners, until finally so many assembled around me that the dance could not go
on, A large, athletic man now stepped up to me and said, ‘Sir, if you will
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remain here you must be civil; you must not preach.” 1 replied, ‘I am not
preaching; but as Providence has cast my lot among you, I think it my duty to
talk with those who are willing to hear me on the things that make for their
eternal peace. You will not deprive me of this privilege, will you?’ * No, said
he, ‘but we must dance,” and he seized the woman and dragged them out upon
the floor, and resumed the dance with increased hilarity. This they continued
until nearly midnight. I then said to the chief trader, who had become very
friendly with me, ¢ With your permission I will addressa few words to the people.’
He assented, and requested them to cive attention. [arose and addressed them
in substance as follows: ‘It is now midnight and the holy Sabbath has begun.
You have amused yourself with dancing, I think, long enough to satisfy you, if
not to fatigue you, and if you continue it longer you will not only transgress the
law of God, but likewise the law of your country. I advise you, therefore, to
de: ist and retire to your rest” They complied so far as to cease dancing.

“But the Indian trader came to me and said, ‘ The Indians are encamnped a short
distance from us, and they expect a dance here, as I have promised them one.’
He asked my permission to let them have it. I replied that I had no control
over his house, or the Indians, but if he would dispense with the revel he would
highly gratify me, and, I doubted not, would please God. He rejoined that as
‘he had promised them the dance they would expect it, and would be greatly
incensed if they were denied it.’

“ He then went to the door and gave the Indian ¢ whoop, and down came the
savages, and began an Indian dance, which, with their drumming upon an old pan,
their frequent yells, their stamping and bodily distortions, presented a spectacle
fit for pandemonium. I requested the trader to assist me in conversing with
them. To this he assented, when the chief of the Indians presented himself be-
fore me with great dignity and gravity. Iasked him if they knew whence they
had descended. He replied, ‘ Yes, the Great Spirit at first made one man and
one woman, placed them on an island about an acre in size; thence they were
driven off for an act of disobedience to the continent, and from them they had
all descended.’ I then gave him an account of the creation of the world, of man
in particular, of his fall and its consequences. I asked him if he had ever heard
of Jesus Chiist. He replied,  No.” I then gave him an account of our Lord's
birtk, His life, miracles and teachings, His sufferings and death. While describ-
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ing the death of Christ, the chief pointed to his heart and lifted his eyes and

hands towards heaven, apparently filled with amazement. When I had con-

cluded he clasped me in his arms, kissed me and called me father, and entreated
me to come and live wilh him and be the teacher of his people. After assuring
him of my affection for them, and the deep interest I felt for their eternal wel-
fare, I told him that I could not comply with his request, but hoped the time
was not distant when a Christian teacher should be sent to them. They then
retired to their encampment.

“But the worst of this strange night was yet to come. There were two traders

present, one of whom, the head man, had become intoxicated and still wanted

more liquor; the other refused to let him have it. The dispute ran high,and the
drunken trader raised his fist to strike the other, when I stepped in between them
and averted the blow. He then swore that if he was not allowed more whiskey
he would call the Indians and fall upon and murder us all. He accordingly went
to the door, gave the horrible ¢ whoop’; and the Indians came rushing to the
house. Meantime, those within armed themselves as well as they could with
slicks and clubs, determined to defend themselves to the utmost. I shuddered
for the consequences. The enraged man than said, ¢ Here are my guards at the
door. If you will give me more whiskey, well; if you will not, they shall fall
upon you, and we will murder you all.” ‘Will you ?’ the other exclaimed, and
lifted Lis arm to strike him down. I again stepped between them and placing
my hand upon the drunken man’s shoulder said, * Come, my friend, let us go to
gleep. If you will be my friend, I will be yours!” He consented. We laid down
upon a bed, and in a few minutes he was asleep. I then arose; the Indians had
retired to their camp, and at dawn of day I started on my way, persuading two
men to accompany me to the creek and help me over by laying loge on the broken
bridge. 1 passed on, praising God for delivering me from the perils of the
dismal night and for enabling me to prevent the shedding of blood, as well as for
the pleasing interview I had with the Indian chiefs.”

Samuel and Michael Coate, Darieus Dunham, Sylvanus Keeler, James Coleman,
Joseph Sawyer, Seth Crawell, John Robinson, S. Keeler, T. Madden and Reuben
Harris may have preached sermons here shortly before and after the opening of

the century ; but four years after the opening of the century the records of the
Methodism of the time stand out clear and plain.
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m

“Let the respectable Methodists of Toronto and its neighborhood remember
that eighteen hundred and four was the date of their becominz a distinct pastoral
charge by themselves, and that William Anson was the pastor.”

He was a native of the United States, but received his first Canadian appoint-
ment to the Bay of Quinte Cireuit in the year 1300, when he was received on
trial and spent some two years in Upper Canada. His salary amounted to $30 a
year. He was one of the most popular preachers of the time and much beloved
by the early settlers. It is said of him, *“ He had his full share of hardships, but
never flinched.” He had undoubted piety, sterling integrity and respectable
talents. He was laborious and useful and his preaching was plain anl useful.
He remained an itinerant for thirty-two years and increasing infirinities com-
pelled him to desist fro a active labors, but he lived until the year 1848, when on
the 17th day of July he was relieved of his toils and sufferings by death.

In the year 1805, the seat of the New York Conference was Asharove, in the
northernly part of that State, not far distant from Lake Champlain. It was at
this time a place of interest and of strength to Methodism. Here had lived the
Hecks and Emburys previous to the war of Independence, and here in the year
of which we write 398 preachers of the Gospel met in conference. This confer-
ence exercised spiritual control over Upper and Lower Canada, which at that
time was covered by eight circuits, the third upon the list being Yonge Street
district, which included a wide section of the country on either side of Yonge
Street from the bay norhward some thirty miles. The only place of importance
it contained was Little York, which had been founded only nine years before by
Governor Simcoe. Although for thirteen years no chapel was erected, religious
services began to be held with frequency and regularity. They were held in
private homes, in school-houses, in the House of Assembly, in hotels and places
of convenience.

By this conference Rev. Daniel Pickett was appointed to the Yonge Street Cir-
cuit in the first year of itsexistence. He was born in New Milford, in the State of
Connecticut, on the 14th day of July, 1771. His parents were members of the
Church of England, and were much attached to the side of the motherland in the
war of Independence. When quite young, perhaps 20 years of age, he wedded
Miss Ingersoll, a sister of Charles Ingersoll, who for some years represented the
County of Oxford in the Provincial House of Assembly, and after whom the
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thriving western town was named. He had been received on trial by conference
some five years before, in company with the celebrated Elder Ryan, who after-
wards mortgaged his own farm to build the little chapel on King Street, but of
his previous life little now is known. As a probationer he had labored in saddle-
bag work for a year in the Bay of Quinte, and another year around Niagara.
Then, having been ordained, he had spent the year following in charge of the
Niagara District, whence he came to Yonge Street, preaching frequently in York.
Slow of speech, but sprightly in appearance, middle-sized and spare, with an
aquiline nose and lines of resolution on his countenance, he was an acceptable
preacher, and was remembered by old settlers thirty years afterwards, who still held
him in regard, but he was not a man of marked ability. Around Little York he
labored for two years, at the end of which time we find the entire District mem-
bership to number 30 members of Methodism. Of his subsequent life it is known
that after spending some nine years in the itinerancy, some chree years after his
ministry in Little York, he left the Church. It is said he was expelled. For
many years then he preached on his own responsibility and endeavored to raise
a socicty of his own which were called “ Provincial Methodists.” In the year
1831, however, he returned to the fold of his mother church, and ranked as a
local preacher.

He is chiefly remembered, however, by being one of the originators of the
Methodist Episcopal Chuich. In 1834, when the Canadian Conference, which
then had an episcopal form of church government, and the British Wes-
leyans formed a union, Mr. Pickett, in company with Rev. Joseph Gatchell, Rev.
David Culp, J. W. Byan, a deacon, and a number of local preachers, who were
dissatisfied with its terms, met at Cummer’s Meeting-house, nine miles north
of Toronto, and formed themselves into the Methodist Episcopal Church of
Canada.

From this small beginning they succeeded in building up a connection exceed-
ing in strength all their anticipations. From the old Episcopal Methodist bedy
they drew heavily, receiving as well, strange to say, many accessions from the
Wesleyans. Their local preachers showed untiring industry, visiting every local
preacher in the country, and every dissatistied or susceptible class-leader was
sought out an< their measures laid before him for his adhesion.

They went into new neighborhoods, held services and raised up classes, and at
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the end of twelve months the new movement had secured a membership of 1,243,
and the old Methodist bodies had a formidable rival claimant to the property of
the church.

He died in 1854 at the age of 63.

In 1807, Rev. Andrew Prindel succeeded him in charge of the Yonge Street
Circuit. In the Prince Edward district on the 3rd of day of April, 1750, he had
first seen the light of day, and was perhaps the first male child born in Upper
Canada. In his own words addressed to the Venerabl: Dr. Carroll, he “received
hig education in Canada, where there were no schools and no books.”  Soundly
converted to God at the early age of eighteen, his powerful intellect had received
the impetus it needed.

The previous year, when 26 years of ace, he had been received on trial and he
had already labored in the Niagara and Ottawa districts. Four years subse-
quently, having been ordained in the meantime, he again returned and spent
another term in the Yonge Street Circuit.

With manners unpolished and blunt, of extreme corpulency, he was neverthe-
less a clear and gifted preacher of apt originality of thought and a sound ex-
ponent of the gift of the grace of God.

He afterwards labored for 10 years in New York State, then returneil to the
Canadian Conference, where, having been superannuated for awhile, he took up
the active work in Ancaster in 1828, but after a short while he again went iuto
retiremer®. On January 15th, 1856, he passed away at the age of 75, and up to
the time of his last illness he was occasionilly employed in filling vacancies.
His strong mind maintained its characteristic vigor to the last, and his last words
were “ All is well.”

The Rev. Robert Perry was the next pastor to come. He was of a staunch old
Methodlist United Empire Loyalist family in the Bay of Quinte country. There
were five boys in the family. Peter was for many years a member of the L:cal
Legislature, and a Liberal in politics; he was termed “the political bull-dog ” by

his opponents, who recognized in the somewhat opprobrious epithet the stern
resolution of will and tenacity of purpose for which he was distinguished.
Ebenezer also was a member of the same parliament; Daniel and David were
local preachers, while Robert was received on trial for the itinerant ministry in
1805, and after spending a year around the Ottawa—in that land of primeval
forest—and another year around Niagara, he came to Little York.
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He had married when only 18 years of age, but his wife had died before he
went into the itinerancy. Compact and heavy, with wiry muscles and a strong
physique, he was especially suited for the arduous work, which, in those days,
to the early preachers meant miles and miles of travel on horseback and afoot;
sometimes through the woods following the Indian trail and sometimes having
only the barked trees to guide them on their way, sometimes compelled to swim
the streams, frequendly sleeping in the wilds of the primeval forest with only the
bending branches of the trees their covering and the great stretching archway of
the skies their canopy, thus the early missionaries pursued their toil; and now
in every miniature church spire, and in every tiny chapel in little country ham-
lets, and in the great Cathedrals that raise their massive walls in mighty cities,
we see the ripening of the fruits which under the blessing of God attended the
labors of these heroic men. During the year of his ministry on Yonge Sireet
Circuit the membership was forty-five and remained stationary during his time.
For three years afterwards he preached, then Le married and located. In 1816,
however, he and his brother Duiniel left the mother church and jined the
Reformed Methodist Secession movement, which had been originated by Pliny
Brett in the State of Massachusetts.

This movement, now long since extinct, made some headway in its time. They
regarded tue matter of dress important and carriel their ideas somewhat to the
extreme, and they believed sufficiency of faith would reproduce the miracles of
early Christianity ; but nowhere is there a record of any cases in which they
proved it so,

They worshipped in the chapel on the fourth concession of Ernestown, where
the whole congregation embraced their views for many years, but it finally
reverted to the old connection in 1837. Here Robert Perry died and his brother
Daniel also passed away. Their descendants are now staunch members of
orthodox-Methodism.

As a preacher he was plain and homely, but intensely fervent, and his sermons
were accompanied with the power of the Hily Ghost. He was bluff in appear-
ance and bluff in manner, and remarkably frank and childlike in his faith and
practice.

Then came Rev. John Reynolds, in the year 1809. The previous year he had
assisted Mr. Pickett on the Augusta Circuit, which was his first charge. During
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his year in Little York the membership of the circuit increased from 45 to 102,
no small increase.

He was born in the County of Oxford, and had received a superior education
for the country and the times. He was triin, sprightly, sharp-featured and
dark-complexioned. A singular quaver in his voice not only added a singular
charm to the sweetness of his singing, but increased the effect of his preaching.
Beginning his sermon in a slow and undecided manner, when he had once
warmed to his theme he became animated and convincing, and sentences of elo-
quent declamation would fall from his lips.

In 1810 he was ordained a deacon and received into full connection at the
Genesee Conference. He preached at Smith’s Creek, Augusta, and in the Bay of
Quinte district, where he discontinued his duties during the time of the war,
and settled in Sidney, where he wedded the daughter of Caleb Gilbert. Then for
a while he traded with the Indians, purchasing their f'irs.  In Belleville he soon
afterwards opened out a store, and prospered so well that in after years he
amassed considerable wealth. Here his services were in much demanl, and he
preached in particular a great many funeral sermons, and acted sometimes as
Recording Steward of the Circuit, until 1834, when he became the leader of the
largest disruption from the original and central Methodist body that ever occur-
red in the Provinee of Ontario, which resulted in the establishment of the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church, of which body he hecame the first Bishop. He died
about the year 1855.

Rev. Joseph Lockwood next came, a new laborer on Canadian soil, after hav-
ing travelled as an itinerant preacher for two years on Long Island and the main-
land. He was a man of refinement, of superior education, and a good, argumen-
tative preacher. Here he labored for a year, and under his ministry the mem-
bership increased slightly ; but at the close of his term he ceased to preach and
became a schoolmaster, for which occupation his excellent education pre-eminent-
ly fitted him. Ile taught school in many places, and lived to a hale old age.
At the time of the Episcopal Disruption in 1834 he sided with the dissentient
brethren ; but after a few years he returned again to the Wesleyan Church. He
wedded Miss Detlor, an estimable lady of the old Palatine stock, and his daughter
married Rev. Wm. Coleman, an itinerant Wesleyan minister.

¢ -‘After him Rev. Andrew Prindel followed in 1811. More corpulent than
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when, four years before, he had exercised his care in their spiritual interests,

but just as clear a preacher, and quite as original as before. The membership

this term, however, instead of increasing as it had done before, went slightly
down.

Rev. Joseph Gatchell, dramatic, impassioned, fancitul and poetic, now re-

ceived the appointment. He was born in Pennsylvania, and was a native of

the land with whomn complications of a serious nature were arisinz. A very dis-
similar man from his predecessor, the gigantic Andrew Prindel. He was under
the middling size, slightly made, small of stature, slight of build, thin-faced and

sharp-featured, with stooping shoulders. His physiqune was so delicate as to al-

most unfit him for the toils of the itinerancy of that day. Although educated
better than some of the preachers of the time, he, nevertheless, was more of a

declaimer than an expositor. His teeth were irregular, his voice was cracked,

and thin ; nevertheless, his impassioned, earnest manner, his histrionic talents,
and his declamatory sentences rescued him from the commonplace and made him
an effective preacher.

He had been received on trial some three years before in the Philadelphia
Conference, and he had labored the following years in Quebee and in Ontario,
and while in the Niagara district he married a sister of the great Nathan
Bangs. She, too, was a preacher of great ability, and frequently supplemented
her husband in the pulpit; and, indeed, ths change was welcomed by the con-
gregations, who were more partial to her impassioned exhortations than to her

husband’s boisterous oratory. His ministry in the Yonge Street Circuit was the

last before the war of 1812, which then broke out.

The membership numbered
ninety-five.

F'rom here he removed to Smith’s Creek, preaching in the County
of Haldimand. Probably feeling the delicacy of his position, as he was an alien
born, he desisted from the ministry in the troublous times, and settled down on

a small farm, which he purchased at Thirty, on the Dundas road. After some

ten years, however, he again entered the itinerancy on the Ancaster Circuit, and

after seven years’ labor he was superannuated in 1831, At the time of the Union
of 1834 he sided with the Dissenters and became a Presiding Elder in the new
Methodist Episcopal Church, and, having spent many years in its service, died in
the Lord about 1860.

In the years 1813 and 1814 war raged with the nation to the south. The
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preaching of the gospel in Canada declined, and no pastor occupied the Yonge
Street Circuit during that time.

In the following year, however, Rev. John Rhodes received the appointment,
TEat the people were anxious to hear preached the Word of Life,and that they
welcomed him with gladness of heart, is proven by the fact that the list of mem-
bership, which now numbered 163, was the largest yet enrolled in the Circuit.

Of his previous history we know that he was born in Northampton County, in the
State of Pennsylvania on the 17th of September, 1783. His ancestry were asso-
ciates of the immortal William Penn, and belonged to the Suciety of Friends.

In the year 1803 he left his home, removing to Carlisle. Here some two years

afterwards, in the Methodist Episcopal Church, he bowed at the foot ot the Cross,
accepting eternal life. He received a divine call to preach the gospel, but long

held back, debating with himself. Yielding finally, he was admitted on proba-

tion in the conference held in Georgetown, D.C,, in March of 1808. For awhile,
as he was of Quaker descent, he was sent to the Quaker State to preach, but
in 1811 he came to Canada, where his first charge was on the Augusta Circuit,

He was tall and slender in appearance, slow of speech, a man of deep spiritual-
ity and genuine consecration to God ; he lived in the “prayer lands”

alway, He
was much beloved on the Yonge Street Circuit.

Faithful and conscientious in
all his ways, the beauty of his life and character, as wel! as his gentle and win-

ning preaching, fanred into a flame the smouldering embers of Methodism in

Little York and the surrounding districts, which in the providence of God never

shall go out. After some four years’ labor in Canada he returned to his native

land, travelling Virginia, Maryland and Pennsylvania, says his biographer, “ bold-

ly and conscientiously executing the office of his ministry. In 1841, worn out

with incessant labor and greatly enfeebled, he took a superannuated reiation,

and retired to a small property in Milton, Pa., to spend the remainder of his days

in the peace and quietness of retired life. The disease which terminated his

earthly history, and which seriously affected his mind, was chronie inammation
of the brain. A short time before his death he became perfectly rational. He
still felt the consolations of religion, and died in the triumphant hope of a glori-
ous immortality, January 13, 1843, in the sixtieth year of his age,and the thirty-
fifth of his ministry.”

In the following year Rev. Isaac B. Smith succeeded. A strong, courageous
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man, of resolute will and stern determination. Shortly after his ordination he
performed the ceremony of matrimony within the Province boundaries. For
this offence, for so it was regarded by the dominance of a State-aided church,
the timid Sawyer had fled the country, and Elder Ryan had been banished for a
time, but Smith bravely stood his ground, searched the law, acted on his «w . be-
half, pleaded his own case, and despite the antagonism of a prejudiced juug.  d
the legal acumen of the prosecuting attorney, he was acquitted.

As far back as 1807 he had travelled the Oswegotchie Circuit, had retired from
the ministry during the war, for he too was of American birth, and had resided
near Niagara. He had returned to the itinerancy the previous year. In person
he was strong and compact, with a powerful but a harsh voice. His preaching,
while argumentative and logical, possessed none of the winning attiibutes of his
gentle predecessor on the Circuit. He preached for twelve years afterwards, then
in 1829 he withdrew from the Canadian Conference and endeavored to found a
rival society, being mainly influenced by Elder Ryan, to whose daughter he was
married. He soon wearied, however, of the new undertaking, and retired to the
United States, where he again entered the mother church and preached in differ-
ent Circuits and Stations. In Chicago, the second sabbath before he died, he
preached a sermon from the third Psalm, and the eighth verse, “ Salvation be-
longeth unto the Lord ; thy blessing is upon thy people.” Four of his children
becane itinerant preachers—Rev. Henry Ryan Swmith, Rev. Dr. Gritfin Smith and
Rev. Sumner C. Smith, His preaching could not be styled evangelical. His was
a style of earnest oratory that strengthened the Christian charvacter of his hearers

more than it reached new hearts or won ne v adherents.
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CHAPTER 11
The First Church.,

Rev. David Culp succeeded to the Yonge Street Circuit in the year 1817.
Sometimes in York he preached in the House of Assembly and sometimes in the
home of Dr. Stoyles, in Rev. Thomas Stoyles’ house, and in the residence of the
Dettars. The village was growing rapidly and in many places the log cabins
were being superseded by the more pretentious clap -boarded, frame dwelling-
houses. At this time King Street knew not the dignity of a sidewalk, and on
every side, the little town of eleven hundred inhabitants was surrounded by the
primeval forest, wherein was heard in summer and in winter-time the ringing
of vhe axes of the invading pioneers. In 1818 the first Methodist church was
erected. Through the untiring efforts of Elder Ryan, who mortgaged his own
farm to raise the money for the outiay, the little chapel was built. The land
was secured from Jordan Post, whose name still lives in Jordan Street, so called
after him, who resided on the southeast corner of Bay and King Streets, and con-
ducted a jewelry store in a log house on the corner of Yonge and King Streets,
where the present Dominion Bank uplifts its marble walls. The chapel stood a
little back from King Street where now the Bank of Commerce stands, on the cor-
ner of Jordan Street, which, however, was not then opened up. In size it meas-
ured about thirty feet by forty. The frame was made and erected by Mr. Petch, a
Methodist, who lived in the country easterly from the town. Mr. Hemphill, of
Trafalgar, who was then somewhat famous locally as a demonstrative member of
the sect, did the joiner work. Joseph Carroll, an old soldier, who lived on Duke
Street, the father of Rev. John Carroll, D.D. who afterwards within its walls
accepted eternal life, and who has written invaluable character-sketches of
the preachers of that early time, lent them the log chains with which they drew
the timbers up.

It was a clap-hoarded, pointed-roof building resting upon posts—a makeshift

substitute for a good foundation, For many years it was a strancer to paint
(=] W W -] (]

and underneath the place on stormy days the winds howled and whistled.

No fence surrounded it, but on every side an orchard grew extending back as
.

30
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far as where Wellington Street is now, while, farther to the south, trees and
shrubs and long dank grass and noisome weeds covered the land sloping to the
bay : double doorways, facing towards King Street, afforded two entrances; in
the gable above a small round window was inserted, while down each side three
more windows admitted light into the place. A narrow passage down the centre
of the church led to a high, square and box-like pulpit with sounding-board. On
either side rude benches extended to the walls.

The men sat on the benches to the right and the women on the left. This
strange old eastern custom was followed here throughout the entire existeace of
the chapel, but went out of custom when the little church was sold.

Before it was yet completed and while the workmen’s tools were resting
against its sides it was opened for divine service. It was on the fifth day of
November, eighteen hundred and eighteen, that the first service was held.
The opening morning sermon was preached by Rev. David Culp, and as the first
preacher in the first Methodist church in the city of Toronto he enjoys a rare
distinction in local history. Before him seated on the wooden benches was the
gentle Thaddeus Osgoode, much beloved among the young, and his moistening
eyes and gentle face were beaming with a light divine. For many years had he
been praying for a Sunday-school, and now he sees his beneficent ambition
realized.  There si.t Jesse Ketchum, the generous-hearted philanthropist, whose
donations to charitable purposes were the wonder of two cities. There, too, was
W. P. Patrick, Clerk in the Local House, a man of intellect and intluence, who
hung upon the preacher’s words with a strange interest he could not understand,
but the spell was the spell of the Master’s spirit, which was not to call in vain.
Here was Dr. Thomas Stoyle, a devoted Christian; the Deltar family, in whose
home many an itinerant preacher had broken the Bread of Life; Thomas Moriison,
then but a clerk in Government employ, but afterwards a physician with a wide
practice and held in much regard ; Mr. and Mrs. Doel, lately arrived from Phila-
delphia, and whose son John, now a venerable supernamerary, was a baby resting
in his father's stalwart arms;  Father” Stark, as in that early time he was
affectionately termed. He owned a sawmill on the Blue Hill creck, east of
where Yorkville now stands, which was somewhat difficult to find save to those

familiar with the pathways in the woods. The entire distance he had tramped

to enjuy the services,
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This was no dim cathedral, with multi-colored windows and frescoed walls
whereon was painted with master hand the passion and numiliation of the Lowly
One, what time-—now many a long year ago—He stooped from realms divine to
save a sin-stained world. Instead were plainest boards and barn-like rafters.
No mellow notes and vibrant tones—so sweet as almost to become a pain—from
some melodious organ instrument charmed the ears of worshippers devout; never-

theless they worshipped God in earnest, hearty manner, and in that early day an
hundred voices sang with one accord :

“Fear not, I am with thee, Oh, be not dismayed ;
For I am thy God, I will still give thee aid.”

Many were from lands beyond the seas ; some had fled from a rebellious coun-
try, to start life anew in the wild land where still above was flung the good old
Union Jack. With prayer and praise the little congregation offered up their
simple, earnest, heart devotions to Almighty God, who in the wilds of a new con-
tinent had flung around them the omnipotent arms of His protection. He had
shielded them from the wild beasts of the forest and from the tomahawks of
their still more dangerous inhabitants—the savage red men. He had cared
for them, for no famine had devoured them. Through the cruel war He had led
them safely, for the invading host had all departed. His love had been revealed
to them in many ways; therefore they loved Him utterly in return, and poured
their gratitude and thankfulness before His Throne of love.

There is now no cecord to tell the text from which David Culp preached. David
Culp himself was born in Beamsville, where he had resided until well up in

years. In the little church at the Twenties he had sought the gift eternal, and

found it. After his conversion he for some years attended the class led by the
venerable John Beam, a saintly Christian man of considerable wealth, which he
used with great liberality, and who at his death willed his property to the mis-
sionary society of the Wesleyan Methodist Church. He became a local preacher
of power and unction, and continued so for several years. Tradition says that
he travelled on probation for a while before the war, and that in 1812 he had
preached a sermon in Little York, but of this there is no certainty.

During the war, however, it is known that he travelled on the itingrancy in the

Long Point Circuit, and in 1815 he was ordained a deacon, and labored in the
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Bay of Quinté country, whence he came to the Yonge Street Circuit. Possessing
good natural abilities, and being of a somewhat studious disposition, he acquired a
fair education. As a preacher he was not devoid of power. He had a fine pres-
ence, a magnificent physique, and a sweet and musical voice ; but he was self-
possessed and self-reliant, somewhat too deliberate, a little inflated in diction and
pompous in manner. He had a peculiar habit, like the Rev. W. F. Wilson,
of twisting his mouth a little awry as he spoke. He was a powerful man in
prayer and camp-meetings, his gift of song aiding him much. Sometimes he would
sing a solo immediately before beginning a sermon, and sometimes his peroration
was a hymn. He was a versifier and sang his own productions, and though the
rhyming oft-times was at fault the sentiments expressed were generally eloquent
and touching. Three years afterwards he was superannuated, probably at his
own request. That he returned to the itinerancy is proven by the fact that in
1823 he had charge of the Long Point Circuit. Then, two years afterwards, he
asked and received a location and settled upon his farm in the township of Tra-
falgar, and became very useful in a local sphere. He remained true to the Con-
ference in the troubles which arose after, through the discontent of Messrs. Ryan
and Jackson ; but his sympathies with the claims of the local preachers and his
suspicions of Englishmen—for he was of Dutch descent—caused him to go out
from under its jurisdiction in the Episcopalian disruption, consequent upon the
union with the British Conference, in 1833. He became one of their Presiding
Elders, attended the celebrated meeting in Cummer’s chapel on Yonge Street
upon their organizing a Conference in 1834, which office he continued to hold
until 1842, when he became a superannuate and lived to a hale old age.

The Rev. James Jackson conducted the services in the evening,and under that
sermon W. P. Patrick found the peace that passeth understanding. It is surmised
that Mr. Jackson was born in the State of New York. Soon after the war the
family removed to the Canadian side of the St. Lawrence, and settled at Edwards-
burg. He was a remarkable man, and a fit subject for the pen of a novelist,
though as a preacher of the “unsearchable riches of Christ” we must take excep-
tion to him. Two years previous to the time we write of he had been received
on trial by conference, and in the following vear at Gienessee he was received
into full connection and ordained a deacon. Of superior talents, “ what he did

not know he appeared to know.,” Tall and handsome, with dark hair and florid
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:
complexion ; gracetul, with an air of assumed dignity ; but never looking the
person addressed squarely in the face.

In after ycars he wore spectacles, and looked through them at vacancy, while
he carried his face with an upward turn. Healways dressed gracefully and with
clerical propriety, which made his appearance very imposing.  His voice, both
in public and private, was sweet and commanding to a degree.  He had a great
dea! of tact in handling a text, and frequently preached on very unusual ones,
the doctrinal value of which the thoroughly informed would be very much in-
clined to doubt. Here is one of his texts, the exposition of which obtained him
unbounded éclat among the wondering rustics to whom he addressed the sermon :
“ There are three score queens and four score concubines, and virgins wichout
number.” (Cant. vi,, 8).

In 1822, at Genesee, when Conference assembled, there was a motion made for
his expulsion, which was modified to a suspension of his Presbyterial ordination,
and he was publicly reproved by the presiding Bishop. 1In 1824, after seven
years’ probation, he was ordained an Elder. Three years afterwards he was
superannuated, and for two years more he rendered considerable assistance as a
missionary school-teacher.  He sided with Mr. Ryan when he broke loose from
the Mother Church, and the two almost decimated the original society in Cobourg.
On the Thames, where he exerted a wide influence, he drew large numbers after
him who were for many years called “ Jacksonites.”

At the first Conference of the Independent Methodist Chureh of Upper Can-
ada, which was held at Bowman’s Meeting House in the township of Ancaster,
he was expelled for having raised the standard of revolt.

In 1849, “ The Canadian Wesleyan Methodist Church,” founded by himself and
Mr. Ryan, which had been gradually losing ground, formed a union with the
British New Connection body and were thus placed upon a much more respect-
able footing.

The illumination of the church for the evening service was provided by a
liberal supply of tallow candles. Kight old-fashioned sconces—one at each side
of the pulpit, and three more down each side of the building—contained them,
and a short intermission was always a necessity at each service, while the flicker-

ing lights were snufied,

W. P. Patrick beeame a pillar of strength in the little King Street charch
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where he worshipped for many years, and where he was appointed leader of the
first class formed. He was of good old English lineage, and first saw the light of
day in the county of Suffolk, England, in 1789. He was a near relative of Patrick,
the Earl of March-—he bore the family name though not the title—and Poyntz,
the Earl of Spencer.

When fourteen years of age he came to Canada in company with his uncle.
During the American war of 1812 he was an officer in the commissariat depart-
ment, and the energetic and eflicient manner in which he fulfilled the arduous
duties of his position brought him favorably before the notice of the Government.
At the close of the war he received the appointment as superintendent of the
stationery department in the House of Assembly, at a salary of £500 a year—
no mean income in those times—which he occupied for a period of nearly half
a century, up to the time of his death. He was offered the clerkship of the
House of Assembly, but declined the office on account of the night work it en-
tailed, which his constitution could not stand. He was a Methodist for many
years, and subscribed freely to the building of the Adelaide Street church, and
it is thought that his first dissatisfaction arose when the main audience room was
rented out in pews—a feature of church government to which he was sternly
opposed.

He left the Methodist Church, afterwards attending the English Church for a
time, but he finally embraced the Irvingite doctrine, and he gave the land on
which their little rough-cast edifice was erected, back of where the Mail building
now stands, and which has since been supplanted by their fine brick church at
the corner of Victoria and Gould Streets. Rev. George Ryerson left Methodism at
the same time and became the first Angel, 4. e., pastor of the new faith. In this
faith Mr. Patrick spent the remainder of his life, and died, respected and beloved
by all, in 1865, in the City of Kingston, where his mortal remains rest. He was
in person a very pleasing man, of a kindly and benevolent nature. His picture,
taken many years ago, shows him to have been of a comfortable height and
slightly inclined to be portly. When quite young he married Elizabeth Gilbert,
a Vermont girl, of prepossessing appearance and gentle manners. She, too, was
in her early years, being only sixteen when she married. They lived in a large
yellow house on the west side of Bay Street, a little north of King, where they

were known far and wide, in the early times, as a family of unbounded hospitality
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and practical piety. Theirs was a large family, six sons and six daughters. The
girls were all beautiful, but of the entire family there are only two now living—
Louisa, who married Mr. West, a commissariat officer, who died some twenty
years ago; and Emily, the youngest of the family, who is now sixty-three years
of age, a tall, finely preserved woman, of stately bearing and classic Greek
countenance, widow of the late Rev. Dr. Davis, who for nineteen years taught
in the Normal School, and who for a long time before his death was head-master
there. Alfred, a member of the family, but now deceased, was for many years a
clerk of the House of Commons,

Slowly but surely the cause prospered. God’s blessing rested upon it. Among
the new members added in the early time we find a Mr. McGuire and a Mr. Pil-
key. The latter lived in Scarboro, and had at one time been a Roman Catholic.

In November of that year the first Sunday-school was formed through the
efforts of the indefatigable Thaddeus Osgood, and Mr. Patrick became its super-
intendent, Mr. Jesse Ketchum, who was a pew-holder in St. James’ Church, was
appointed secretary, and Dr. Morrison librarian, but we fancy the extent of the
latter's responsibilities must have been but small.  Mr. Carfrae took charge of a
class which he taught for seven years, and then was appointed superintendent of
the school. The means of procuring a library book by a scholar was somewhat
more difficult than now, and when procured it was earned. When six verses
were memorized the scholar received a white ticket, ten of which white tickets
he could exchange for a blue one, which would entitle him to a library book for
a week.

A preacher who in the early years frequently occupied the pulpit of the little
church, although he never received the appointment from Conference, was Rev.
David Yeomans. Child-like in his faith and trust, without an erudite educa-
tion, he was a fervent preacher, an original thinker, and a mighty power in
prayer, possessing, like David Culp, a sweet voice of rare compass, Plain and
old-fashioned in dress and manners, the exuberance of his kindly nature, and his
great, warm, generous heart, combined to preveut all severity in his sermons,
which was exceptional in that day, when the fate of the wicked and their after
punishment was pictured in vivid colors. Mueh beloved he was, children hung
around him everywhere he went, and a universal smile of gladness would lighten

the faces of the congregation when he, with wool hat in hand, and dressed in his
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suit of “Quaker snufl,” would walk down the aisle and knecl in prayer, resting
his face upon his hands and his arms upon the pulpit. He was an inveterate
smoker, and as soon as the service was over he would light his pipe, taking his
station by the door, and pufling away would shake hands and bid good-bye, and
make personal enquiries of every member of his congregation. Such was the sim-
plicity of those early times,

He was of Dutch descent, but was born in Canada, probably in Prince
ldward county. He had been a blacksmith in his early manhood, and exercised
his humble calling a mile or so above where the city of Belleville now stands.
In 1815, after he had been a local preacher of acknowledged power for many years,
he was empowered to administer the sacraments and received into full connec-
tion. The year before he had spent on the Niagara Circuit. After many years
of labor in the ministry, until he was infirm and old, he died peacefully at his
home in Markham on February 14, 1856.

Having preached here until the end of the year 1818, David Culp was super-
annuated for awhile, and the next pastor to take charge of York was Rev.
Samuel Belton.

He was born in Ireland in 1790, and had come to America with his parents
when but a child. In the village of Rome, in the State of New York, he
had given God his heart, became zealous in His service, and had become the
leader of the first class formed in the place. He was now in his twenty-ninth
year, tall and dignified, well proportioned, clean shaven, plump and comely.
His even temperament and kindly Irish disposition endeared him to the hearts
of his little congregation, which at that time numbered sixty-five souls. Al-
though as a preacher he was rivalled by many of the old “ giants ” of that early
time, yet his commanding manner and declamatory style frequently carried him
into outbursts of genuine eloquence. His pleading oratory was very eftective as
an evangel of the Gospel, and in his ministry he was blessed with some great re-
vivals. He was not ordained until some two years afterwards. He spent 40
years in the ministry altogether, being superannuated in 1847, in Hamilton. In
1861, having lived to the good old age of seventy-one, he passed away on the
sixth day of October.

During his ministry a remarkable case of religious catalepsy occurred and

which was widely spoken ahout at the time,
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A large family of pious sisters with their mother had emigrated from Ireland,
where they had been devoted Methodists, by way of New York—where they had
resided for a short time—to Little York. They united with the congregation.
During a week-night class meeting, one of them retired to her own home to pray.
Upon the return of the remainder of the family they found her in her own room
in a deep trance, which lasted nearly a week and from which she awoke in a
very happy state of mind. For the remainder of her years she led a devoted
Christian life, and one of her sons became a preacher of the Gospel.

During his pastorate, and despite the liveliness and genuine power of the meet-
ings, the membership declined, being somewhat depleted by a rival Wesleyan
society.

For about this time these rival efforts, resulting from the missionary spirit of
English Methodism, gave rise to the organization of a small society which met for
worship in the Masonic Hall on Colborne Street. The recent war, with its attendant
horrors and privations, was still vividly before a loyal people, who loved the
Mother Country with all her faults, with a passionate devotion which has
never died away ; therefore we are not surprised to find that the rival meetings
drew largely from the little church whose pastors were almost to a man born in
the American Republic.

Rev. Henry Pope, who was the pastor of the rival society, was born in Pad-
stow, a small seaport on the coast of Cornwall. He became a subject of saving
grace along with his brother Richard and others in a revival in his native town,
where he was appointed leader of a class in the new-formed society, which met
first in a single room, and a small chapel was soon erected.

In 1814, he began to preach upon probation in the Motherland, and on Oct.
20th, 1816, he landed in Quebec as a missionary to Canada. He married a
Canadian girl. He was in person tall and dignified, and of graceful carriage.
His wife was a woman of rare beauty, and they both dressed in simple habili-
ments. Having labored for four years on other Circuits, in 1820 he came to
Little York, to break the Rread of Life and administer the sacraments to the
little Wesleyan society which wet in the Masonic Hall, which had been erected
only a short time before on Market Lane, now Wellington Street. He was well
educated, and his preaching was much regarded by the congregation which grew
rapidly under his ministry. Here were the Bulls, the Bosfields, Woodalls,
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Hutchinsons, and Coates, while among others the Levers had left the little
il | wooden chapel to worship here.

It was agreed that year between the Episcopal Methodist Church in America
and the Wesleyan Church in England, that if the latter would withdraw their
missionaries from Upper Canada, Lower Canada would not be intruded upon by
the itinerants of the former. Accordingly, Mr. Pope was withdrawn from
Toronto, and for many years the Wesleyans had no formal place of worship.
The Bosfields, Levers, Lackeys and Bulls returned to the little King Street chapel
to worship, but the Coates, Hutchinsons and Fentons never did, but held meetings
in Mr. Coates’ home for four or five years afterwavds.

Mr. Pope went to Montreal and labored until an old man in Quebec and the
Lower Provinces, finally passing away, having lived to be over 80 years of age,
in the town of Dartmouth, near Halifax, N.S.

Upon the return of the seceders the King Street chapel became too small
to hold its growing congregation, and in the year 1820 an addition of twenty
feet was added to the southern end of the building, and a fence was placed
around it.

Then came Rev. Fitch Reed. i.: the year 1820. The ablest preacher and the
most accomplished and polished pastor that had as yet broken the Bread of Life
to the little congregation. He was then a handsome young man in his twenty-
fifth year, with an oval face, an aquiline nose and an expressive countenance.
Large numbers listened to his preaching, especially at the evening services, and
his texts were taken from the identical Bible that Philip Embury had used while
occupying the pulpit in the famous John Street church, in New York city, and
which he had procured from one of his descendants. For two years he stayed in
Little York. He has left an account of those early times, and we will quote his
own words, as it furnishes a picture of the scenes we would portray, such as only
an eye-witness could give :

“York at that time was a village of 1,200 or 1,500 inhabitants. Though a
smal! and not very attractive place, it was made of considerable importance by
being the seat of the Provincial (Government, having a resident representative of
royalty in the person of Sir Peregrine Maitland, the Lieutenant-Governor, beside
the usual number of other public officers. There were but three churches in the

place : the National Episcopal church, a small Presbyterian church, and the lit-
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tle wooden, unpainted Methodist church, an unpretending, barn-like edifice,
where worshipped the little flock over which I had been appointed pastor. It
numbered about forty members, mostly in very moderate worldly circumstances.
Many of these—I may say the most of them—were a truly devoted spiritual
people and ‘rich in faith! Our prayer-meetings were held twice a week, on
Tuesday and Thursday evenings, in different private houses. To show somewhat
the spirit of the people, and what I had to encourage me among them, I may
mention that I was present at every prayer-meeting during the two years
I was there, unless sickness or absence from home prevented me. I do not
remember now to have heard oune of the members pray without « special
petition for the preacher.

“ A general prejudice existed against the societ y—really, no doubt, because of
their simple-hearted, earnest piety, and the obscurity of their social position ; but
ostensibly because they were subject to a foreign ecclesiastical jurisdiction and
their ministers mostly foreigners. This prejudice, indeed, extended to all our
societies in the Province, and our ministers and people suffered many annoy-
ances by reason of this foreign element. We felt it more, perhaps, at the centre
of Government influence than elsewhere. Probably the feeling engendered by the
recent war had not entirely subsided. This made it the more important that I
should be so guarded as not to excite the suspicion of those who might be
watching for occasions. My friends were careful to suggest immediately after
my arrival that I should be expected in public worship to pray for the ‘ king and
royal family.” Of course, I was willing to do that, and replied, I had no doubt
the king—George 1V.—needed prayer as much as anypone. They smiled ana
conceded that it was undoubtedly so.

“An entire stranger as I was, young in years and experience, and, withal, a
foreigner, my reception by the brethren at my new appointment was all I could
reasonably desire. My timidity ana fears in taking charge of a congregation in
such a place were mostly dispelled at once. 1 felt that I was at home and could
act without embarrassment. I was very commodiously provided for in the family
of Mr. Wm. Patrick, one of our leaders, and a sincere, earnest Christian. The
kind and affectionate attentions I received from his excellent family during the

year I remained with them have left grateful and lasting impressions on my
heart.”
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Mr. Reed had been received on trial by Conference and sent to Suffolk, N.Y.,
in 1817. The following year he was sent to Sagg Harbour, thence coming to
Canada, “ to the Dominions of King George IIIL,” where in Dunham Circuit he
was ordained a Deacon. The next year he came to York, and in the second year
of his ministry here he was made an Elder. Then in 1822 he again removed to
the United States, to return to Canada no more in ministerial capacity. He
visited the Wesleyan Methodist Conference in Toronto, in June, 1864, and while
here many times dwelt upon the changes that had taken place in the in-
tervening years. It was, as he expressed it, as if some Merlin had passed his
wand above the country village, and in its place there had arisen tall chimneys,
lofty towers, and the great factories of a metropolitan city, wherein teeming
thousands toiled. ;

He died October 10th, 1871, in his seventy-sixth year.

His assistant the last year of his pastorate was Rev. Kenneth McK. Smith.
The reason for having two preachers was, that as the country was growing rapidly
the new settlements might be visited and societies organized.

He was born in Scotland, of respected parentage, and received an excellent
education, He was of a roving and genial disposition, and when but a youth he
had run away from home for a sailor’s life upon thesea. After some years spent
upon the ocean he settled in the Bay of Quinte country, where he became a school
teacher. Here in a revival in Adolphustown, in the winter of 1815, he had been
converted under the preaching of David Culp. Previous to this time he had a
habit of amusing the young by preaching mock sermons. He now began to
preach in earnest, and entered Conference on probation, and became an exhorter
of great power and considerable genius. On the Ottawa district and at Ancaster
he had spent the two years before coming to Little York. Fe was below the
medium size, and his countenance had the Highland characteristies.

We will again quote Mr, Reed’s own report :—* The last of August we passed
into the new settlements, about thirty miles from York. We found the inhabit-
ants, in general, composed of English, Scotch and Irish, with a few American
families ; possessing different habits and inclinations and consequently ditferently
disposed as it respeets religion. But they received us kindly, and generally ex-
pressed a desire to have the gospel preached among them. To extend our labors

to all those places where the desire was manifested it was necessary to travel
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over a large extent of country, frequently without any open roads, and sometimes
without even the mark of an axe upon the trees to guide us from one settlement
to another. To travel with horses was found impracticable, both from the state
of the ronds and the want of accommodation for our beasts. Brother Smith has
generally remained in the bush, while as often as possible I have gone to his
assistance.  He has performed his tours altogether on foot, directing his course
by a small pocket compass where there was no path, and sometimes travelling
from four to ten miles without meeting with the footsteps of man, or a house to
shelter him from the storm. In his girdle he carries a tomahawk with which he
fells saplings to place across the bridgeless streams on which to walk over. An
astonishing alteration in the manner of the people soon became visible. Where
formerly our congregations were small, houses are now crowded with listening
multitudes anxious to hear the word of salvation. To see them coming from
every direction with lighted torches has often filled us with pleasing solemnity,
and led us to retlect upon the importance of these realities which have excited
this deep interest in their minds. In the township of Ksquesing and Chinqua-
cousey the Lord has favored us with a revival, which extends into parts of
Trafalgar and Toronto, and a number have been brought from darkness to light.

“ During my second year in York I found a pleasant home in the family of Mr.
John Doel. A precious family they were; and parents and children still live in
my heart of hearts. My *Little Johnny, a frail, delicate little fellow of five
summers—how strange to find him a grey-haired veteran in the ranks of the
itinerancy.”

Time has rolled its onward course since these feeling thoughts were penned.
The writer, Rev. Dr. Fitch Reed, has himself been dead for twenty-six years, and
“ Little Johnnie” whom he mentions with such loving-kindness is himself an
aged supernumerary, and was compelled through advancing infirmities to leave
the active work twenty-three years ago, He lives on Avenue Road, and is now
eighty-three years of age, with white hair and bended form, and though his mind

and memory are almost

as clear as in the prime of manhood days, he waits, full
of years and honors, the fulfilment of the promises,

“There were but three churches in the town. There were many Roman Cath-
olics in the place; and about the time of my leaving they were preparing to build

a churel, A priest visited them about once a year, when all the members were
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required to go to confession. I remember that two very prominent and intelli-
gent young men, notwithstanding their Popish education, were among the regu-
lar and attentive hearers. One of them became thoroughly concerned for his
soul, and sought and found a personal interest in the salvation of the Gospel. 1
had the satisfaction of baptizing him, and of receiving him into the church.”
This probably was Mr. Pilkey, who lived in Secarboro, eight miles from the
church.

“One of the most interesting cases that ever came under my notice was that
of a young Scotchmar, the only son of his widowed mother. He had been tend-
erly reared, well educated in common branches, and to the full extent of parental
means and influence well fitted for an honorable and useful life. His mother
had hoped to lean upon him for support and comfort in her old age. But, alns !
Robert fell under the influence of evil associates and examples, became wayward

and reckless, and plunged in all manner of viciousness and crime, until his poor

mother’s heart was well-nigh broken.  He wandered from home, and for years
was the slave of the lowest, basest passions. He confessed to me that he
had been ¢ :ilty of every crime he could think of, except murder. He had

recently returned to his mother, in her humble cottage in York, and was
apparently endeavoring to make amends for the past by kind and filial
attention. he found his way to the chapel, I know not how, for his mother
attended elsewhere, and became a constant and earnest heaver of the Word., It
was not long before he was fully alarmed, in view of his great wickedness and
exposure to the Divine wrath, and anxiously enquired what he must do to be
saved. I gave him such instructions as 1 thought were suited to his case; but,
apparently, all in vain. His mind grew more and more dark and desponding,
till he gave himself up to utter despair, and asserted with great vehemence that
there never was so vile and hell-deserving a sinner as he, and that God could
not extend mercy to him and save him; it would be absolutely wrong for Him to
doit. Noassurances to the contrary, no Gospel promises whatever, could move him.
This was succeeded by the most perfect hardness and stupidity that I ever witnessed.
I was completely puzzled and confounded, and could do nothing with him.  Yet
he was constantly seeking my presence, and seemed to take a morbid pleasure in
dwelling upon his hopelessly doomed condition. I really dreaded to meet hi.

I had several times endeavored to adapt my discourse to his particular case, but
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still he grew worse and worse. One Sabbath afternoon, as I was preparing for
the evening service, and thinking what I could say that would help poor Robert,
[ lifted my heart in prayer for the Divine direction. Suddenly and forcibly it
occurred to me that, instead of palliatives, he really needed something sharp and
caustic. It would be an extreme remedy—might it not be fatal ? I shrank from
it; yet I could hope in no other direction. Trusting in God, I resolved to follow
the direction. I went to the chapel with great anxiety. Robert was there in
his usnal place directly in front of me. I announced my text: ‘Where the
worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.” The certainty, the nature and
the eternity of hell’s torments as the doom of all finally impenitent sinners; ¢.ch
was my theme. I was enabled to speak with great freedom and earnestness, and
felt sure of good results. The immediate effect, however, was terrible to witness.
He fairly wri‘hed, as if the unquenchable fire had already seized upon him, and
the undying worm was gnawing at his vitals, He met me at the close of the ser-
vice, seized my hand, and, with despair glaring in his eyeballs, said to me: *Mr.
Reed, you have pronounced my doom! It is all over with me, and I am docmed
forever !’ It was no time to reason with him, so I said but very little, believing
that the light of salvation would ere long dispel his terrors. The next morning,
as soon as the day dawned, a messenger came for me to visit Robert. He had
not laid down or slept a wink all night; nor had his mother, who sat by him
weeping. I conversed and prayed with him; and, as I left, I said to him:
‘ Robert, you will see me before night, and tell me how great things God hath
done for your soul” Tears filled his eyes, and he said: ‘Oh, do you think so?’
While I was at dinner that day at my boarding-house, I saw Robert coming,
leaping like a deer, and, without knocking, burst through the door and into the
room where I was, and, with extended arms, exclaimed: ¢Oh, Mr. Reed, I
have found Him! I have found Him!' ‘Whom have you found, Robert ?’
‘ Why, I have found Jesus! I thought I never should tind Him; but I have,
yes, [ have. As I was crossing the Market Square, these words came to me :
And while the lamp holds out to burn
The vilest sinner may return.
And at once I found Him. Blessed, blessed change!” A happier man I am sure

[ never saw.”

Rev. Kenneth McK. Smith was pastor in 1822,

His zeal at this time was
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marvellous, his industry untiring, his preaching almost sublime. Under his min-
i istration the membership leaped from thirty to one hundred and four. The story
of his after life and the sadness of his subsequent carcer makes pathetic reading.

From York he went to the Ottawa ('ircuit, where he labored for awhile, and

where for two years he was superannuated on account of illness. About this

time his old sailor habits of intemperance began once more to exert their ascend-

ancy over him, and held him in their sway so that he never again preached the

Gospel. In his prosperous days he had been a great favorite with Elder Case.

His exhaustless low of Scotch stories and witticisms made him a diverting com-
30, he died. Re-
pentant and sorrowful for his great weakness, it is said, God’s mercy was again

panion and a genial comrade. A few years afterwards, about 1

manifested towards him, and he passed away in peace.
During the last year of his ministry in Little York, his assistants, who were

designated missionaries to the new settlements, were Thomas Demorest and Row-
ley Heyland.

Rev. Thomas Demorest was born in 1798, on the Tth day of March. When

fifteen years of age he experienced salvation and joined the Demorestville society,
where four years subsequently he became a leader.
He had now for three years been preaching prebationary. Diligently he pur-
sued his duties until 1827, when he retired from the itinerancy, to return again
after a lapse of fourteen years. IFor eighteen years more he preached, five of
which, however, he spent as agent of the Connectional Funds, and then became
an agent for the Book Room.

In 1863 he was again superannuated.  Kight years afterwards, at the age of
seventy-four, he died at Perey, on the 24th January, 1871,

Rev. Rowley Heyland was one of the most famous prea-i.ers in Canadian
Methodism. A native of the Emerald Isle, he possessed all the charms that char-
acterize its people. Generous and warm-hearted, sympathetic and kindly, elo-
quent and magnetic, with a clear musical voice and a ready flow of good language,
wherever he preached his efforts were signalized by great numbers of his listeners
lu'ill;_- born into a ]\nlr\\'lm|g¢- of the truth.

Having preached in Upper Canada for ten years before the union of 1833, he
continued an itinerant for twenty years; finally, after having been superannuated
for nineteen years, he died in Fairfield in the seventy-fifth year of hisage, on the
27th «Ill_\' of .\IH.\, 1873
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For three years, from 1823 to 1826, York was united to the Yonge Street Cir-
cuit, the Rev. John Ryerson and Rev. William Slater being the pastors in
charge during the first year of the union. John Ryerson was the third member
of that wonderful family who have left the imprint of their genius on the history
of the new country. There were five boys altogether, each of whom, for a longer
or a shorter period, travelled as itinerant preachers of the Gospel. Their father,
Col. Ryerson, was a United Empire Loyalist, and had been an officer in King
George’s army during the Revolutionary War.  He had settled at Long Poirt,
on the bauks of Lake Erie, and worshipped in the English Church. He was
bitterly opposed to the Methodism which his sons one by one espoused, and Wil-
liam, who was the first to give God his heart, suffered the outburst of his anger,
and was compelled to leave the homestead. Their mother, however, was a strong-
minded, godly woman, and her attributes of character were reflected strongly in
her sons. John was the first of the boys to enter the ministry, and he began the
work when twenty-one years of age, in the year 1820, in his own native district
of Long Point.

In his youth he was genteel and intellectual in appearance, quiet and grave,
with sound judgment and a resolute will.  His sermons were distinguished by
spasmodic bursts of eloquence, which were a foretaste of the brilliant oratorical
abilities he afterwards displayed.

He had spent the intervening years at Ancaster and Niagara and had been
received into full connection Ly the Conterence which had sent him to Little
York. He and Mr. Slater, who worked in concert for several years, like Damon
and Pythias, were noted for the love and affection with which they held each
other. In 1828 he, his brother William, Wyatt Chamberlain, Samuel Belton, and
his bosom comrade, W, Slater, were appointed Canadian delegates to the Gen-
eral Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Chureh held in Pittsburg, Pa.  The
result of the eiforts of this delegation was an agreement whereby the Methodists
of Upper Canada were allowed to bLecome an independent church, on friendly
terms.  In 1831 he again o:cupied the pulpit of the King Street chureh, and dur-
ing this second ministry effective revivals of great interest were held, which re-
sulted in such an additional growth of membership that the grounds on Adelaide
Street were secured preparatory to the erection of the Adelaide Street church.

In 1843 he was elected President of Clonference, and in this capacity travelled
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from end to end of the Province, everywhere diffusing a missionary spirit.  He
was Chairman of Districts for thirty years, and his abilities as an organizer and
for government were amply sustained. He acted as Canadian representative to
the English Conference in 1840, 1846, and 1849, and to the General Conference
of the Methodist Episcopal Church of the United States in 1839 and 1845. In
1860 he was superannuated.

Rev. William Slater, who was John Ryerson’s colleague on the Yonge Street
Circuit in 1823, was born in Derbyshire, England. He was of the humble walks
of life. He had been a farm laborer before he was induced by Rev. Henry Pope
to engage in the nobler work of saving souls. He was of large stature and pos-
sessed a fine physique, a splendid voice, and a distinet and ready utterance, all of
which qualities combined made him one of the fair preachers of his time. ~He
was a member of the delegation sent to Pitt~burg which secured the independ-
ence of the Canadian Church in 1828. He died suddenly on the 17th of January,
of the following year, and his remains rest in the graveyard of the King Street
church in Hawmilton.

In 1824, Rev. W. H. Williams was superintendent of the Yonge Street Circuit.
He was of Welsh extraction, but was born in Orange County, New York State.
Here he was converted and began to exercise his gifts in public. In person he
was under the average stature, but compact, heavy and muscular. His counten-
ance was remarkable for its intelligence. His head was large, and surmounted by
a luxuriant growth of dark hair which curled gracefully. His early school ad-
vantages had been circumseribed, but he possessed a vigorous mind and a great
thirst for knowledge, which led him to resort to every means within reach for
improving himself. When well advanced in years he spent a winter in Clarence,
N.Y,, attending a school in the neighborhood. Between that time and his ap-
pearance in Canada he exercised his calling for a time in Buffalo. His mind
was slow in capacity, but well adapted to metaphysical inquiries and logical
processes. His preaching at times was marked by such strong emotions and pas-
sionate earnestness that he became a flame of fiery oratory and held his congre-
gations spell-bound.

Previous to coming to York, he had been the means of starting a revival in
Matilda, which spread like a flame of fire throughout that portion of Ontario,
and which is still spoken of to this day.,

ha
cal
Yc
lan

in




ry spirit.  He
organizer and
yresentative to
ral Conference
and 1845. In

Yonge Street
humble walks
r. Henry Pope
ature and pos-
tterance, all of
s time. He
the independ-
th of January,
e King Street

Street Circuit.
w York State.

In person he

His counten-
urmounted by
rly school ad-
«d and a great
thin reach for
r in Clarence,
1e and his ap-
o. His mind
es and logical
sions and pas-

Id his congre-

g a revival in

n of Ontario,

METHODIST CHURCHES IN TORONTO. 57

He was more popular in the country part of the Circuit than he was in Little
York, his boisterous manner grating a little on the sensibilities of the more pol-
ished citizens of the town. Still the little chapel was crowded every Sunday
night. His assistant was the Rev. James Richardson, who took charge of the
Circuit the year following. He had been better educated than the most of that
day ; he had moved in good society and was of genteel manners, and he had been
ostracised by Bishop Strachan for joining the Methodists. His father, Captain
Richardson, had placed the first vessels on Lake Ontario, and was a seaman of no
mean ability. When the war broke out, James, who had been given a nautical
training, accepted a commission in the navy, and lost his left arm in the attack
upon Oswego. Since the war, he had been in His Majesty’s commission of the
peace ; and his prospects in politics seemingly were short of no mean realization ;
but in a barn owned by Aaron Hinman, where the town of Colborne now is sit-
uated, he had given God his heart in a sacramental service, and straightway
commenced to preach the Gospel.

He has left interesting reminiscences of that time, which are still in manu-
seript, and which mementos the lapse of years has made of an invaluable nature
as a pen picture of the time:

“ Elder Thomas Madden, then in charge of the Niagara District, sought an
interview with me and proposed to employ me as an assistant to William H.
Williams, the preacher in charge of the Yonge Street Circuit, including the
town of York, the capital of the Province. I consented, so in the month of Sep-
tember, after arranging my affairs, disposing of stock and household goods other
than what I took with me, putting a tenant in my house, and a deputy in the
collector’s office, preparatory to resigning it, and taking leave of the endearments
of home and my dear father and other relations and friends, I embarked with
my dear wife and the three lovely children wit%. which the Lord had blessed me
during my sojourn at Bresque Isle, and a few things for housekeeping, on board
a small schooner of about thirty tons, and in about two days anchored in York
harbor, now Toronto. Landed in the night, dark and rainy, plenty of mud, no

carriage, I went ahead to my wife’s father’s residence, corner of King and

Yonge. Mr. Dennis (my father-in-law) immediately went forth with me, and a
lantern, to meet wife and children trudging through the mud and rain, with James

in her arms and the little girls following, Sarah minus a shoe, which came off in
5
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the mud crossing Wellington Street. No sidewalks or macadamizing in those
days. However, here we were, through the mercy of God, snu:ly quartered at
last, but no parsonage nor aother house available for my residence. Entering,
indeed, in the field of my future labor, but homeless except as sheltered for the
time being by my wife's parents,” Mr. Dennis having a small, dilapidated house
that had been once a dwelling, but was now used as a joiner’s shop, generously
offered the use of it free of rent while I served in the circuit, if I could so fit it
up as to live in it. Seeing no alternative I went to work, and after hard work
of self and wife for two or three weeks, and the outlay of about $20, succeeded
in rendering the old house tolerably comfortable during the two years of my
labor on Yonge Street Circuit. I found the brethren and the sisters in the town
very kind and ready to show all Christian courtesies, but too few in number and
eufficiently burdened with their own necessities to render much aid. We found,
however, their hearts open, and the more so the longer we sojourned amongst
them, and this went far to console my dear wife and reconcile her to the change
of circumstances a sense of duty had imposed on us. I cannot but contrast
those times in relation to Methodist preachers and their accommodations at
present, at least of those laboring in the older settlements of our country, but I
am reminded here of what the first pioneers of Methodism in Canada had to
encounter, and my comparisons must cease. My field of labor, besides embracing
the then capital of the Province, extended up Yonge Street to Lake Simcoe
about forty-five miles, then easterly through the Townships of Markham,
Scarboro, Pickering, Whitby and Darlington, to the edue of Clark, with lateral
excursions to the right and left of some eight or ten miles more or less in various
places. This had to be traversed on horseback with saddlebags, wheel carriages
being out of the question. The first winter of 1824-5 was such as the like I have
never seen either before or since, not a day of real sleighing the whole winter,
but mud holes and frozen hubs in pleuty during December and January, and
during these months it was scarcely possible to reach the town with any kind of
carriage, so that the ciuiz:ns got scarcely any supplies from the country. The
ordinary price of gond firewood was but $1.50 per cord, yet a cartloul of offal
wood picked up on the commons would sell for $1.00, such was the difticulty of
getting it to market. But the most disheartening feature of my labor this year
was the demoralized condition of the circuit, class papers neglected, a.1d in several
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places not forthcoming at all. Complaints of immoral character abounded. In-
difference to the means of grace prevaleni in most places, especially so in the
eastern section, the Townships of Pickering, Whitby and Darlington. The whole
sum raised for the support of the preachers in the whole range of these three
townships during the year did not exceed eleven shillings currency, or $2.20,
and here our rides were longer and labors more trying than in the western
part. The whole amount of my dividend for the year's service was about one
hundred dollars, including everything to feed and clothe my fawily, pay for

house, horse and travelling expenses; nevertheless, the Lord favored us with

health and strength and a resigned will. The Superinterdent, William H,

Williams, was a thorough working man, unburdened with a family, bland and
generous, at home whenever night overtook him, and an excellent colleague,
He vigorously applied himself to the trimming of the circuit, and by a judicious
administration of discipline presented it much improved—the Societies much
advanced in piety and Christian life, though not in numbers. At the ensuing
Conference, 1825, I was admitted on trial, and put in charge of the same Yonge

Street Circuit, reduced, however, by the separation of the eastern se .on thereof,

This enabled me to devote more time and labor to the town of Yorx, having for
my assistant Rev. Egerton Ryerson, who, like myself, had this

year been
admitted on trial.

A more agreeable and useful colleagne I could not desire,
We labored together with one heart and mind, and God was graciously pleased

to crown our united efforts with success. We doubled the numbers in the

Society, both in town and country, and all was harmony and love. Political

questions were not rife—indeed, scarcely known among us. The church was an

asylum for anyone who feared God and wrought righteousness, irrespective of
any party whatever. We so planned our work as to be able, beside mecting all
the former appointments in the townships east and west, bordering on Yonge
Street for 45 or 50 miles northward to Rouch’s Point, Lake Simcoe, to devote
one week out of four exclusively to pastoral labor in the town and preach
there twice every Sabbath.

“This prosperous and agreeable state of things served to reconcile my dear
wife and myself to the itinerant life with all its attendant predilections and hard-
ships incident to those times.”

His present residence with his family in the town of York gave the Society a
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social status, and an amount of pastoral attention which it had never possessed
or enjoyed before. The character of his preaching won him an envied eminence
and a general respect. At this time he was about thirty-four years old; his
manners were easy, and he himseif was open and approachable. There was an air
of the most unmistakable piety about him—not asceticism or grievance, but sim-
ply goodness. He was an upright man, and his preaching was sound, simple,
clear, unctuous and truly Wesleyan, It stood not in the wisdom or device of
men, but in the power of God. If it had not been for his unction, his preaching
would have been sometimes dry; but, as it was, it was full of vitality and
adapted to bring souls to Christ and build up holiness.

Ten years afterwards he became editor of the Guardian, and ably performed
his duties there.

In 1536 he resigned from the Conference, chiefly through a disagreement with
Egerton Ryerson, whom he criticised for indulging too freely in matters political,
and went to Auburn, N.Y., where he preached for twelve months. His quiet,
unpretentious manners, and the constant exhibition of an empty sleeve, ever re-
minding them of an arm lost in resisting their immaculate republic, was likely to
be an eyesore to a people so hostile to Britain as the citizens of the United
States.

He returned again to Canada and united with the Methodist Episcopal Church,
and subscquently filled the office of Presiding Elder, and ultimately was elevated
by them to the Episcopacy. For many years, up to the time of his death, he was
their sole Bishop, highly respected both in and out of his own communion.

His assistant colleague during his second year in York was the immortal
Egerton Ryerson. He commenced his labors in the itinerancy on April 20th,
1825, and his first appointment was at the Thirty meeting-house, where for the
first time he addressed a congregation from a text of scripture. 'I'hough he spoke
with fear and trembling, perhaps no passage could have been selected more strik-
ingly relevant to the occasion, “ He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious
seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him,”

Among those who heard him that evening was Thomas Vaux, a member of the
King Street congregation during his time of itinerancy there. His preaching,
while at York, was impassioned and magnetic. As yet, however, he was not so
practiced as to have cured himself of a great tendency to rapidity in speaking,
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and to the repetition frequently of whole members of a sentence twice. But when
free from embarrassment, some of those early efforts were uncommonly happy
and powerful. His studiousness will find few parallels in this day; though
almost daily in the saddle, and lodging in very inconvenient places, he constantly
rose at four o’clock and improved every moment of leisure time through the day.
The increase in the Circuit amounted to fifty-six; it was a year of great ac-
tivity in the King Street chapel, and the beginning of a long period of unin-
terrupted prosperity of Methodism in York, which was only arrested by the
discussions which grew out of political events in 1634 and the Irvingite heresy
which coincided with these events.

For the history of his remarkable career we, of course, have not the space to
spare, but his is a household name in Canada, and his chief claim upon the grati-
tude of posterity is that he became the founder of our system of national
schools.

Rev. William Ryerson succeeded to the Circuit in 1826, remaining in Yor} the
following two years. He was the most notable preacher of all this wonderful
family, and the greatest of his time. He would not have prepossessed a casual
observer very much at first sight at that time—large, light-complexioned,
rather coarse of feature, with a certain looseness of make, arising from his great
frame being not yet filled up. His soft, deliberate, and not very direct mode of
speaking when he began did not beget expectation of the tide of words and
ideas, and the fascinating control of the attention and the feeling of his auditors
which were always soon to follow. In the ardor of his then fervid piety, this
orator out of the woods of Oxford at once took the people by storm. Had he
enjoyed the training advantages which older countries afford, and had he been
saved from many annoyances and drawbacks, he would have become the Whit-
field of Canada. He possessed those feelings of strong sympathy with his sub-
Jject for the time being, and the power of transferring his own realizations and
emotions, whether of hate, fear, indignation, scorn, or tenderness, to hi: hearers to
such a degree, that for the present they were not under the control of their sober
second judgment. He spoke with intense pathos. His voice, which was always
soft and plaintive, was tenderly sympathetic. At first his eloquence was sweep-
ing and tidal, then he would speak till he was ready to drop down with exhaus-
tion, and the weaker he was the more completely the people were melted.
No preacher ever appeared in Canada who drew so many tears.
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His preaching was the great attraction to the chapel, and the augmented con-
gregation necessitated the enlargement of the church, which was effected and paid
for in his time. Now for the first time were to be seen in a Methodist church
some of the old aristocratic families who looked upon Dissenters with despising
intolerance.

He afterwards was a member of the delegation which, in Pittsburg in 1828,
secured the independence of the Canadian Church.

As an Elder his services were marked by extraordinary energy and fidelity.
He never missed an appointment, and he passed through his district in charge
once & quarter in summer’s heat and winter’s cold on horseback. He had been
known when the weather was so severe that he would be compelled to run by
the side of his horse to keep himself warm, to thrown away his overshoes lest
they should impede his movement, and start on a ninety miles journey, facing
the cutting blasts of early winter.

In Brockville, in Kingston, in Toronto again, in 1827 and 1838, in Simcoe, in
Grand River and in London, he preached everywhere, overflowing churches greet-
ing him.

He died upon the 15th day of September, in the year 1872, in the seventy-
fifth year of his age.

Mr. Ryerson’s colieague during the first year of his superintendency in Yonge
Street was Rev. John Beatty, generally termed “the Squire.”

He had located, when in his youth, on the flats of the River Credit, and when
in company with a band of settlers they crossed the Mimico creek, the whole
company kneeled in prayer while he implored the blessing of the Most High on
their new and arduous enterprise. His wife in after years would often go alone
to the distant prayer-meetings through the dense dark forest, in the night season,
kneeling down to implore the protection of the Almighty before she entered the
woods, and kneeling again to return thanks when she emerged from their gloomy
recesses, that she had escaped from the wolves and had not lost her way.

He was now in comfortable circumstances and well up in years and wished to
spend the evening of his years in usefulness. He volunteered to come out from
the locality of Meadowvale and spend a fortnight in the Yonge Street Circuit

without a reward. He occasionally preached in York, and his richly scriptural
sermons gave great satisfaction,
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He afterwards entered the itinerancy and became an ordained preacher, re-
turning in that capacity ten years subsequently to the same Circuit.

On Friday, the 22nd day of February of this year (1828), Peter Jones, the native
missionary to the Indians, who was at the Credit river, visited the little church.
In his own words, they “Started with Mr.and Mrs. Richardson, my brother John,
and about twenty Indian school children for York, for the purpose of exhibiting
theirimprovement before some of the members of the House of Assemblyand others
Reached town about 3 p.m,, and at 7 o'clock repaired to the Methodist chapel,
which was crowded to overflowing. The Rev. J. Richardson commenced the
gervices by giving out a hymn and prayer, after which the Rev. W. Ryerson ad-
dressed the meeting, stating the object for which they were assembled. The In-
dian children then commenced exhibiting in a pleasing manner their improve-
ment—first by singing both in English and Indian, then by reading, spelling,
reciting the Lord’s Prayer and Ten Commandments. They also showed samples
of writing, and the girls of sewing and knitting, and closed by singing. The
Speaker of the House of Assembly, who occupied the chair, spoke on the occasion,
and also several of the members; all evinced great interest for the prosperity of
Missions among the natives of the forest. The Rev. W. Case gave a general
statement of the Missions, and a vote of thanks was given to the members of
the Methodist Missionary Society for their indefatigable exertions. I took this
opportunity, on behalf of v y native brethren, to express our thanks for the in-
terest white Christians were taking on our behalf. A collection was then taken
up for the purchase of books for the schools.” Peter Jones, the earliest of the
native missionaries, was often a visitor at the little church. His was a strong,
mobile countenance betokening the vigorous character which it displayed. His
hair was black and straight like all the Indians. His mouth was firm, his full
lips compressed a little, while his eye was sparkling, bright and pleasing. He
was born on the picturesque heights of Burlington Bay on the first day of the
year 1802. He was reared amid the customs and superstitions of her people, and
for fourteen years he wandered in the primeval forest with the uncivilized in-
habitants.

He suffered innumerable hardships incidental to wild pagan Indian life. His
name was Kah-ke-wa-quon-a-by, which means “sacred waving feathers” Like
all other Indian lads, he was taught to use the bow and arrows, and afterwards
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became an expert gunner, an agile canoeman, and a fisherman of renown amid
his kin.

In the year 1816 he received the advantage of an English school, and was
taught to read and write. After this he settled among the Mohawk Indians.

[n 1820 he began to attend church- services, and to think favorably about the

Christian faith. But when he viewed the way in which the white men, who

mostly composed the van of approaching civilization, drank whiskey, quarrelled,
fought and cheated his unsophisticated brethren, the Indians, his glimmering

reason decided that the Indian religion was not inferior to this. Though him-

self a wild, untamed Indian youth, he never fell into the vice of drunkenness,
In 1823 he became acquainted with Seth Crawford, an earnest Christian worker,
and one who had taken a deep interest in the spiritual welfare of the Indians.
His piety and syrapathy for them made a deep impression on the mind of Peter
Jones.

Soon after, a camp-meeting was held in the Township of Ancaster by the early

Methodists of those days. Many were drawn by curiosity to visit this gathering.

Among the rest this young Indian and his sister Mary came to see how the
Methodists worshipped the Great Spirit in the wilderness.

Rev. William Case, the Apostle of the Indian work in Canada, had the general
oversight of the camp-meeting. With him were associated a number of minis
ters, who alternately delivered pointed and powerful discourses from the preach-
ers’ stand to the large multitudes who had gathered from the surrounding
country.

Peter Jones has left an account of the meeting and we will let him speak for
himself :

“On arriving at the encampment I was immediately struck with the solemnity
of the people, several of whom were engaged in singing and prayer. Some
strange feeling came over my mind, and I was led to believe that the Supreme
Being was in the midst of His people, who were now engaged in worshipping
Him,

“ We pitched our tents upon the ground allotted to us; it was made of coarse
linen cloth. The encampment contained about two acres, enclosed by a broad
fence. The tents were pitched within this circle ; all the underbrush was taken

away, whilst the larger trees were left standing, forming a most beautiful shade.
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There were three gates leading into the encampment. During each night the
whole place was illuminated with fire-stands, which had a very imposing appear-
ance among the trees and leaves. The people came from different parts of the
country, some ten, some twenty, and some even fifty miles, in their waggons,
with their sons and daughters, for the purpose of presenting them to the Lord
for conversion. I should judge there were about a thousand persons on the
ground.

“ At the sound of the horn we went and took our seats in front of the stand,
from which a sermon was delivered. After this there was a prayer-meeting, in
which all who felt disposed took part in exhorting and praying for penitents.
The next day, Saturday, 2nd June, several sermons were preached, and prayer-
meetings were held during the intervals.

“By this time I began to feel very sick in my heart, but did not make my
feelings known. On Sabbath, there was a great concourse of people who came
from the adjoining settlements, and many discourses were delivered, some of
which deeply impressed my mind, as I could understand most of what was said.
I thought the ‘black-coats’ knew all that was in my heart, and that I was the
person addressed. The burden of my soul began still to increase, and my heart
said, * What shall I do to be saved ?” for I saw myself to be in the gall of bitter-
ness and in the bond of iniquity. The more I understood the plan of salvation
by our Lord Jesus Christ, the more I was cor:vinced of the truth of the Christian
religion and of my need of salvation. In spite of my old Indian heart, tears
owed down my cheeks at the remembrance of my sins. 1 saw many of the
white people powerfully awakened, and heard them crying aloud for mercy, while
others stood and gazed, and some even laughed and mocked. The meeting con-
tinued all Monday, and several discourses were delivered from the stand, My
convictions at this time were quick and painful. During the preaching T wept
much. This, however, I endeavored to conceal by holding down my head be-
hind the shoulders of the people. I felt anxious that no one might see me weep-
ing like an old woman, as all my countrymen consider this beneath the dignity
of an Indian brave. In the afternoon of this day my sorrow and anguish of soul
greatly increased, and I felt as if I should sink down to Le'l for my sins, which I
saw to be very great and exceedingly offensive to the Great Spirit. I was fully con-
vinced that if I did not find merey from the Lord Jesus, of whom I had heard much,
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I certainly should be lost for ever. I thought if I could only get the good people
to pray for me at their prayer-meetings I should soon find velief to my mind, but
had not sufficient courage to make my desires known. O, what a mercy that
Christ did not forsake me when my heart was so slow to acknowledge Iim as
my Lord and Saviour. Towards evening I retired into the solitary wilderness
to try to pray to the Great Spirit. I knelt down by the side of a fallen tree.
The rattling of the leaves over my head with the wind made me uneasy. I re-
tired further back into the woods, and then wrestled with God in prayer, who
helped me to resolve that I would go back to the camp and get the people of
God to pray for me. I went, but when I arrived at the meeting, my farful heart
again began to hesitate. I stood by the side of a tree, considering what I must
do, whether I should give up seeking the Lord altogether or not.

“It was now about dusk. While I was thus hesitating as to what to do, a good

old man, named Reynolds, came to me and said, ¢ Yes” He then said, ‘Do you
desire the people of God to pray for you?’ I told himI did, and that was what
I had desired. He then led me into the prayer-meeting. I fell upon my knees,
and began as well as 1 could to coll upon the name of the Lord. The old man
prayed for me, and exhorted me to believe on our Lord Jesus Christ, who, he said,
had died for Indians as well as white people. Several of the preachers prayed
for me. When I first began to pray my heart was soft and tender, and I shed
many tears; but, strange to say, some time after my heart got as hard as a stone.
I tried to look up but the heavens seemed like brass. I then began to say to
myself, ‘ There is no mercy for poor Indian.” I felt myself an outcast, a sinner
bound for hell.  About midnight T got so faticued and discouraged that I retired
from our prayer-meeting and went to our tent, where I immediately fell asleep.
I know not how long I had slept when I was awakened by the Rev. E. Stoney
and G. Ferguson, who had missed me at the prayer-meeting, and had come with
a light to search for me. Mr. Stoney said to me, ¢ Arise, Peter, and go with us
to the prayer-meeting, and get your soul converted. Your sister Mary has already
obtained the Spirit of Adoption, and you must also seck the same blessing.’

“ When I heard that my sister was converted and had found peace (not knowing
before that she was even so much as seeking the Lord), I sprang up and went
with the two good men, determining that if there was still mercy left for me, I

would scek until I found it. On arriving at the prayer-meeting, I found my
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gister apparently as happy as she could be. She came to me and began to weep
over me and to exhort me to give my heart to God, telling me how she had found
the Lord. These words came with power to my poor sinking heart, and I fell
upon my knees and cried to God for mercy. My sister prayed for me, as well as
other good people, and especially Mr. Stoney, whose zeal for my salvation I shall
never forget. At the dawn of day I was enabled to cast myself wholly upon the
Lord, and to claim the atoning blood of Jesus, as my all-sufficient Saviour, who
had borne all my sins in His own body on the Cross. That very instant my
burden was removed, joy unspeakable filled my heart, and I could say, < Abba,
Father.’

“The love of God being now shed abroad in my heart, I loved Him intensely,
and praised Him in the midst of the people. Everything now appeared in a new
light, and all the works of God seemed to unite with me in uttering the praises
of the Lord. The people, the trees of the woods, the gentle winds, the warbling
notes of the birds, and the approaching sun, all declared the power and goodness
of the Great Spirit. And what was I that I should not raise my voice in giving
glory to God, who had done such great things for me!

“ My heart was now drawn out in love and compassion for all people, especi-
ally for my parents, brothers, sisters, and countrymen, for whose conversion I
prayed that they might also find this great salvation. I now lelieved with all
my heart in God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and gladly renounced the
world, the flesh and the devil. I cannot «escribe my feelings at this time. I was
a wonder to myself. O, the goodness of God in giving His only begotten Son to
die for me, and thus to make me His child by the Spirit of Adoption. May 1
never forget the great things He had done for me on the gloricus morning of the
6th of June, 1823 !

“Before the meeting closed on this Tuesday a fellowship meeting was held.
The Rev. W. Case requested all those who had experienced the blessing of justi-
fication to stand up, and a goodly number rose, amongst whom were my sister
Mary and myself. When Elder Case recognized me he exclaimed, ¢ Glory to God !
there stands a son of Augustus Jones, of the Grand River, amongst the converts.
Now is the door opened for the work of conversion amongst his nation !’

“The meeting being closed, we returned home, and with tears told our parents

what the Lord had done for us. Cur simple story atfected them much; they
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wept, and said they were glad that we had given our hearts to God, and exhorted
us to persevere in the good way.

“A few days after this the evil spirit tempted me to doubt the reality of the
change wrought in my soul by the Holy Spirit, but this seemed only to urge me
to seek the Lord with greater diligence. I scarched the Seriptures, prayed much,
and waited for a clearer manifestation of His work in my heart. One day I
retired to a grove to pray, and whilst thus engaged all my doubts and fears were
dispersed, and I was enabled to receive the witness of the Spirit bearing witness
with my spirit that I was a chiid of God, that I had passed from death unto life,
and that of a truth a good work was begun in my heart.”

On the evening of Sunday the 28th day of June, 1836, he passed away, after a
long life of service, during which time he saw the savage Indian tribes redermed
from their primeval darkness and a great revolution effected in their spiritual
and material affairs, in which great woik he had taken an onerous part.

York was now separated fromn the Yonge Street Circuit and made a station to
which the Rev. Franklin Metcalf was assigned. He was now in the prime of his
manly beauty. He was a little less than six feet in height, straight, symmetrical,
lithe and graceful. His countenance was clothed with the native glow of health
and lighted with a genial smile, and a pair of large sparkling eyes; his features
were regular, his forehead high and surmounted by an abundant covering of brown
silken hair. He was beautiful indeed, but neither vain, nor flirty, nor imprudent.
[nstead, he was pure as the virain snow, prudent to a degree, frequently going
alone and pouring out his soul to God by the hour.

He was born on June 6th, 18—, in Worcester, Mass.,, and moved with his
parents, when nine years of age, to Seneca Falls, New York State. His father
was an officer in the army during the Revolutionary War. The parents belonged
to the Baptist Church. The death of his father and a beloved sister, before he
was twelve years old, made a deep religious impression on his mind which never
left him. When about fourteen a revival of religion took place among the Me-
thodists in his vicinity. His mother was opposed to the family attending, and
learning that his elder brother was among the penitents, sent Franklin to bring
him home; but he also remained to pray. After several nights earnestly spent
in seeking salvation he obtained a bright evidence of his acceptance with God.
His mother wished him to join the Baptist Church, but finally told him to
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unite with the church in which he thought he would have the most assistance in
the service of God. On leaving school he chose the profession of medicine, and
was articled to a physician who was an elder in the Presbyterian Church—a per-
son whom he much respected, and with whom he completed the study of anatomy.

During his medical studies his convictions were that he was not in his proper
sphere ; but such was his agreement with the doctor that he dared not mention
his views to him. A friend induced him to allow the matter to be broached, when
his superior kindly released him from his engagement. He was then in his
eighteenth or nineteenth year. He then spent a couple of years in a local sphere
and in preparatory study before going out into the itinerant field. He came to
Canada when he was twenty-one. Rev. Dr. Green’s recollections of him in York
are very interesting:—*“I found,” he says, “in Bro. Metcalf all that I anticipated;
a faithful friend, an interesting companion, an excellent and finished preacher,
and an admirable colleague. To my own mind he was the model preacher of
the Connexion. Deep in Christian experience, pastoral in his habits, neat, but
not fine, in his dress, commanding in personal appearance, and gentlemanly in his
intercourse with society, he was well calculated to do gocd and to gain esteem.
But if to these elements of influence and success you add a sound and diserim-
inating judgment, a logical mind well stored with facts and ideas, a remarkably
clear and methodical way of arranging his subjects, and of presenting truth te
his congregations, always backed up with scripture proofs, and delivered, not in
a pompous strain of oratory but in forcible language of simple eloquence, you
will have a tolerably correct idea of Metcalf's distinguishing characteristies. His
voice was neither very loud nor very musical, yet he could give utterance to
every word in a manner very agreeable. It was a luxury to hear him; and we
often rode miles to hear each other on week-day evenings. His sermons cost him
much time and thought; but, when delivered, there was a completeness of style,
illustration and arrangement, connected with earnest devotion and practical
godliness, which made them not only acceptable and useful, but highly popular.”
For two years he preached in the King Street chapel. His subsequent career
was long and honorable and no man in the Canadian Conference was more be-
loved. After he had been superannuated for some years, on the tenth day of June,

in the year 1550, he died suddenly in broad daylight with no human being near,

while on an errand with horse and cart to the back part of his farm. The news
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of his death reached Conference, which was then sitting, and his old comrades
were bowed in sorrow and tears by the melancholy news. A service was held
during the Conference to the honor of his memory. A solemn procession of the
brethren was orgar  d and proceeded from the house of Mr. Amos Stearns, with
crape badges on their arms, which proceeded slowly to the church, where a sermon
was preached by the President, the Rev. Dr. Richey,and a eulogy on his character
pronounced by Elder Case.

Rev. William Smith was his successor in the King Street church. He was of
Scottish parcntage, but born in 1802 in the town of Niagara, once the capital of
the Province. Part of his youth was spent in Brockville, where his mother, who
then was a widow, wedded the Rev. Wm. Brown. This led to his residence for
a time at Rideau, and his consequent intercourse with the Methodists. His
mother died, and he engaged in business with his uncle at Presquile. He at
this time had received a good commercial education, and was, besides, a person of
untiring energy and practical sagacity. During the year 1822,in a great revival
that swept the Smith’s Creek Circuit, he was brought into the church, in which
he was soon appointed a class leader. He was licensed to exhort, but never ex-
ercised his gift in eaily years. About the year 1825 he disentangled himself
from business and repaired to the Methodist seminary, where he remained two
years pursuing a classical and scientitic course of education. He was induced by
Elder Case to leave his academical pursuits and to teach the Indians on Grape
island. But he found it a monotonous employment and unsuited to his tastes
and energies.

In the meantime sundry appointments which he supplied in the surrounding
circuits showed his uncommon powers as a preacher, and he was sent by Elder
Case as the junior colleague of Mr. Belton. He showed himself a matured man.
He had a thorough comprehension of all business matters, was well informed
but not pretentious; was plain and affable, but very well bred; pleasant but
grave ; not narrow-minded but conscientions. He was one of the best of pas-
tors, systematic and constant ; and a plain, tasteful and valuable preacher. It
was wonderful to see how he preserved so distinct an utterance with such un-
usual rapidity. In person he was middling sized, lithe and active. His features
were sharp and expressive, and his skin, hair and eyes very black. Under his
assiduous pastoral ministry there was an increase of membership of thirty dur-
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ing the year, which was wound up with a powerful revival. After preaching in
Kingston and Brockville he removed to the United States, and died in the city
of Boston in 1842.

Among the members of the chapel at this time who are still remembered were
Thomas Mara, who kept a shoe store on Queen Street, near John, and who, early
in the first month of the new year of 1898, passed into the great beyond; Mr.
Baxter, the forefather of the alderman, who was the leading singer of the choir;
Mr. Knot, who resided at the corner of Bay and King Streets; Mr. Higgins, then a
head bailiff; Mr. Giuscow, a dealer in boots and shoes; Mr. Humphreys, a carpen-
ter; John Doel, the father of the aged supernumerary, a sketch of whose life can
be found after the history of Avenue Road Church; Mr. and Mrs. John Lever,
who moved away to cmbark on farming somewhere in the interior; Asa Patrick,
a farmer of Scarboro, although of the same name he held no relationship to W, P,
Patrick, but they both married daughters of Mr. Gilbert; Mr. Wilson, an old
soldier, and a member of the Queen’s Rangers, who carried on a shoe store on
King Street, opposite the church, and whase wife, Susanna, had passed through
the Lachine Rapids in an open boat, and had been present at Queenston Heights,
when the fields were stained with the blood of battle, and the brave Brock was
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