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Bouse of Commons Debates

FIRST SESSION, SIXTH PARLIAMENT.—-50 VIC.

THE Frera ParviaMEnT of the Dominion, which had
been prorogued from the 2nd day of June, 1886, and
thence from time to time, was dissolved by Proclamation
on the 16th day ot January, 1887, and, Writs having been
issued and returned, a new Parliament was summoned to
meet for the Despatch of Business, on Wednesday, the 13th
day of April, 1887, and did accordingly meet on that dsy.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
WepNESDAY, 13th April, 1887,

ON which day, being the first day of the meeting of the
First Session of the Sixth Parliament, for the Despatch of
Business,—John G. Bourinot, Esquire, Clerk of the House
of Commons, Donald William Macdonell, William Wilson,
and Frangois Fortunat Rouleau, Esquires, Commissioners
appointed by Dedimus Potestatem for administering the
Oath to Members of the House of Commons, all attending
according to their duty ;—Richard Pope, Esquire, Clerk of
the Crown in Chancery, delivered to the said John G.
Bourinot a book containing a list of the names of the Mem-
bers returned to serve in this Parliament.

The aforesaid Commissioners did administer the Oath to
the Members who were present, which being done and the
Members having subscribed the Roll containing the Oath,
they repaired to their seats.

A Message was delivered by Réné Bdonard Kimber,
Esquire, Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod.

Gentlemen,

The Honorable 8ir WiLLiax JornstoN® Rircme, Deputy Governor,
deasires the immediate attendance of thia Honorable House in the Senate
Chamber.

Accordingly, the House went up to the Senate, when the
Speaker of the Senate said :

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senats,.and
Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

The Honorable Sir WiLLiax JoExsToNE RitomIx, Deputy Governor, does
not see fit to declare the causes of summoning the present Parliament
until a Speaker of the House of Commons shall have been chosen ac-
cording to law, but to-morrow, at three o’clock in the afternoon, the
canses of summon:ug this Parliament will be declared.

And the Hous~ being returned,

ELECTION OF THE SPEAKER.

Sir JOHN A. M.CDONALD, addressing himself to the
Clerk, said : Mr. Bourinot, I move that Joseph Alderic
Ouimet, Esq., the men.ber representing the Electoral Dis-
trict of Laval, do take the Chair as Speaker of this House.
To the old members of Parliament I need say nothing
in favor of the selection of Mr. Ouimet. To those who
have not gat in Parliament before, I would say that Mr.
Ounimet has represented his county withoat interruption
since he was first elected. The people have shown their
confilence in him by eleciing him on five different
occasions, He is, therefore, a gentleman of parliamentary
oxperience. He is also an acvooate of high standing at

the bar, and one of Her Majesty's counsel. I am sure the
House will have great pleasure in acoepting this motion
which I now make. ’

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. I second the motion.

Mr. BLAKE. Mr, Bourinot: It is not my intention to
oppose the motion. The sition which it is pro-
posed that we should fill goy our unanimous vote—
as I hope it will be—is one of high distinotion,
a worthy object of honorable ambition to the first
men on the floor of this Chamber; and it requires
the possession of some distinguished and some rare qualities.
It requires & reasonable acquaintance with both offlcial
tongues,the power of continuous toil,the rapid comprehension
of and familiarity with the rules and customs of Parliament,
and the capacity to apply them on the spur of the moment.
Bat it requires even more than these, a somewhat rare com-
bination of qualities—patience and ocourtesy combined
with dignity, firmuess and decision, and, most
of all, it requires the possession of a judicial spirit, a
spirit of justice, and & determination to,aoct justly between
the majority and the minority, between friend aand foe,
between the highest and the humblest person on the floor of
the Chamber. In 1878, the hon. gentleman who has just
proposed this motion, occapying & position on this side of
the House, thus expressed himself with reference to the
position of the Speaker :

4 The Speaker is chosen to act judicially between the parties. He is
to free himself from all political connection, and therefore the rule in
England—the wiss rule and practice in England-—has been, although
we unfortunately have not introduced it into this country, and we now
see more than ever the disadvantage of not following English precedent,

that ﬂ,z,e Speaker is not to bs nominated by a member of the Govera-
ment.

The hon. gentleman had had, before he made these obser-
vations, two or more opportunities of directing the course
of procedure in the election of Speaker, in which be did not
follow what he called the wise rule and practice in England
that we unfortunately had not introduced into this country.
Since moralizing, as we are in the habit of doing in Opposi-
tion, on the subject, he has had two more opportunities of
restoring and correcting our practice by the practice of the
English Parliament. I expected that at this time, perhaps,
he woult have adopted the views he expressed in 1878; but
I observe that, like other great men, he is better at moraliz-
ing than at practice, For my part I care little about the
form—1I care little about the form except as an expression
of a principle. It is of little consequence whether a so-called
independent member proposes the Speaker, who has been
the prior choice of the Administration, or whether that pro-
posal is made by a member of the Government, But I quite
agree that, a8 a symbol of a principle, the form is of impor-
tance, and that principle is vital—the principle, namely, of
the relation of the Speaker to both sides of the House; in
trath, that in order that we should property do our business
it is necessary that the House shonﬁi have confidence in the
impartiality of the Chair. I feel—I have always felt—that
it is important that, if it be at all possible, we should avoid
division on the selection of the officer who is to
fill that delicate relation towards us; and, therefore,
I rejoice that the occasion does not at this time
arise for any such divigion. I may be allowed to repeat
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here a suggestion which I made on the last occasion of our
choice of & Speaker—a suggestion which, I am afraid, sab-
sequent eventa indicate it is not altogether unnecessary to
repeat, and that is, the great importance which we ought
to attach to the spontaneous and prompt repressing by the
Spesaker of this House of disorderly language. In this par-
ticular matter I consider that the first word is the worst
word, and that the higher the guarter from which the word
comes the worse the word. My hon. friend from Laval
(Mr. Ouimet) has set us in his position on the floor a very
admirable example in this regard, and I trust that that
example which he has set us during the thirteen or fourteen

ears now past on the floor, he will enforce by precept when
{e is entrusted with the authority to which Irefer. I shall
not expect any weakness in the discharge of this duty on
his part, but rather thall hope for the best. The hon. gen-
tleman has referred to the parliamentary career of my hon,
friend. I have watched it with interest and not without
sympathy. I bave observed in bim at times efforts which
1 deemed to be in the right direction in the discharge of
his duty as & Capadian citizen. I have observed in him
aepirations towards that interpretation of the Federal pact
to which I adhere, and aspirations towards the development
of our powers, for example, of dealing with our relations
with other counirier, in which I bave entirely coincided
with him, It 1 were disposed to be critical I might say
there have been occasions mpon which it appeared to me be
hardly pushed hi- principles fully into action, that he did not
carry to their full Jogical development the views which he
entertained, ' But I trust that, fortified and ripened by
experience in the position which he is about to occupy for
the next few years, we may find—it there be that blemish—
that blemish entirely removed when he retakes his place
on the floor. My hon. friend has at times been rather a
disturbing element in the party ranks. I recollect very
well when to him was ascribed a somewhat prominent part
in the extrsordinary convolutions which were performed by
the Figure 8 some years ago in the neighborhood of this
Chamber. To him is ascribed, not the authorship indeed,
but the application—as illustrative of the relations of his
friends of that time in the Administration to his collesgues
from his Province—of the phrase * d quat’ pattes, Canayens,”
and to him is aseribed, encouraged no doubt and ipepired
from & quarter still higher and nearer to the Adminis.
tration than himself, that resistance which resuited in
the submission of the Minister —in his placing himself
“ad quat’ pattes before the Canayens,” and entering Room
No. 5 under the Caudine forks. I hope there never
may be occasion to say of him that he illustrated
in his own person the application of the phrase; that
it never may be said of him that he was ‘“ d quat’ pattes”
~that he marched from mutiny to ministerial favor,
or touched the Treasury by treason. 1 hope it never
may be said of him that he attained, or counld retain this
Chair by anything approaching to base subserviency or
abandonment of principle. KFor my part, I feel special
pleasure in acceding to this particular choice on this par-
ticular occasion. e are just now come from & very severe
election campaign, in which the chief Tory slogan and
battle-cry against myself was my vote on the execution of
Riel and my opinion of the management of North-West
affairs. I was called on to express an opinion on that sub-
jeot, which I did in this place about twelve months ago,
when I declared thatin my opinion the execution of Riel
was a severe blow 10 the administration of criminal justice
in Canada, a cruel act which I felt ought to be regretted,
I knew that that opinion was unpopular. I knew that it
was not shared by many of my own friends. I knew
it was perilous of vtterance and that it was liable to mis.
interpretation. I asked only that I should be allowed to be
sincere and honest in the expression of my convictions,
But the B’l"ory party declined (o permit that position,

un.

They declared that no honest man, no jurist, no parlis-
mentarian, no statesman, eould honestly believe that which
I, a8 they said, professed to believe. They declared that I
was setting up the French above the English, the Roman
Catholics above the Protestants—that I was breaking down
the sacred rule of one law for all, that I was raising the cry
of race and revenge, that I was destrqying the prime
principle of the administration of oriminal justice. They
roused the Orange Tories to madness. I was insulted in the
press, in the pulpit, on the platform. I was called a Rielite,
a conspirator against Canadian law, a hypoerite and coward,
a knave, afool, a rebel and a traitor, And as to the Half-
breeds, the Tories declared that there was no neglect, no
delay, no mismanagement on the part of the Government—
that, on the contrary, all was kindness, promptness, dili-
gence and wisdom ; that the accusation was false, &nd the
acouser a calumniator. A year ago, discussing these-ques-
tions here, 1 appealed to a later day—to the ne%t generation—
for my final verdict, and the judgment of history recorded
by posterity. Who, at that time, could have believed that
within these fewmonths I should find these, my accurers, to-
day laying the first stone of my vindication. What is the
earliest step which they propose to this Assembly, elected
largely under the influence ot those cries ? They propose
for the first place here, for the position of Speaker and
mouthpiece of the Canadian Commons, for the vindicator of
our privileges, for our judicial arbiter, the gentleman who
voted with me a few months ago:
¢ That this House feels it its duty to express its deep regret that the
sentence of death passed upon Louis Riel, convicted of high treason,
was allowed to be carried into execution.”
They propose for that high office the gentleman who a
few months ago followed vp that vote by voting with me
¢ That it was the daty of the Government to proceed with diligence,
under the authority they obtained from Parliament in 1879, to settle the
claims arising out of the Indian title of the Half-breeds of the North-West
Perritories, and also to settle the claims of those of the Manitoba Ha'f-
breeds who were temporarily absent during the evumeration, and that
in this respect the Government h8 been guilty of neglect, delay and
mismanagement, prejadicial to the peace, weifare and good goveroment
ot Uanada."’
These votes of censure on the part of the hon. member for
Laval do give him a title to my support. These votes of
want of confidence in the Administration do lead me to the
conclusion that he possesses a soundness of judgment which
I hope he will illustrate in the duties of the Chair. But
what is to be said of the men who called me Rielite and
conspirator—nay, even fool, hypocrite and coward, calum-
piator, traitor and rebel, because I so voted, and who pro-
pose to elevate to the first place in this Chamber the gentle-
man who shared in the votes with me? 1Is this the
application of the principle of one law for all ? Is this the
sdministration of even-handed justice—highest honors for
one, execration and contempt for the other? Are they aot-
ing thus in spite of the hon. member’s votes? It so, it
proves that the votes cannot have been so very bad aiter
all, Bat they are not so acting ; they are acting so largely
because of the votes. We know, and no one knows better
than the hon. member, that he largely owes his elevation
ut this conjuncture to the fuct that he occupies the happy
osition of having voted to condemn the execution of Louis
iel and the conduot of the Government with reference to
Haulif-breed aftairs. It is becanse of the votes largely, «nd
not in spite of them, that this motion is made, Tell it not,
Mr. Bourinot, on the 12th of July; name it not in the
lodges of the Orangemen; but so it is; and such being the
pituation, I extend in advance my hearty congratulations to
my fellow- Rielite, to my co-conspirator against Canadian law,
to my brother knave and fool, my tellow-bypocrite and
traitor, my associate in calamny, treason and rebellion, on
being about to receive, by the ucanimous vote of the Cana-
dian Commons, the position of first commoner of Canada,

Motion agreed to,
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Mr. Bovrivor. I declare Mr. Ouimet daly chosen to
occupy the Chair of this Honorable House as its Speaker.

Mr. OutuxT was conducted from his place to the Chair
by Sir John A. Macdonald and Sir Hector Langevin.

Mr. SPEAKER, Erxor, standing on the upper step, said:
1 beg leave to tender to this House my sincere thanks for the
high honor it has conferred upon me in electing me to be its
Speaker. It will be my earnest endeavor to deserve the
confidence you have reposed in me, and to discharge the
important duties that devolve upon me with firmness and
impartiality. I know how ill-fitted I am for the position
compared with others, but I trust in the co-operation of
honorable gentlemen on both sides in maintaining our rales
and usages, and in preserving the dignity and freedom of
debate, according to well-established custom.

And the Mace, which before lay under the Table, was laid
upon the Table.

8ir JOHN A, MACDONALD moved the adjournment of
the House.

Motion agreed to; and the House adjourned at 3:40 p.m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Trunspay, 14th April, 1887,
The SpraxerR Erxor having taken the Chair,

PraYERs.

A Message was delivered by Réné Edouard Kimber
Esquire, Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod :—

MR. SPRAXER,~
His Excellency the Governor General desires the immediate attend-
ance of this Honorable House in the Senate Chamber.

Accordingly the House went up to the Senate Chamber

Then the HonomrasLe JOSEPH ALDERIC OUIMET,
Seraxer ErEor, said:

MAY 17 rLmAsE Your EXCELLENCY :—

The House of Commons have elected me as their Speaker, thoughJ
am but little able to fulfil the 1mportant daties thus assigaed to me.

If, in the performance of those duties, I should at any time fall into
error, [ pray that the fault may be imputed to me, and not to the Com-
mons, wgose gervant [ am, and who, through me, the better t enable
them to discharge their duty to their Queen and country, humbly claim
all their undoubted rights and privileges, especially that they may bave
freedom of Speech in their Debates, access to Your Excellency’s person
at all geasonable times, and that their proceedings may receive from
Your Excellency the mos: favorable consideration.

The Honorable the Spxaxzr of the Senate then said:

Mz. Spaaxir,—

1 am commanded by His Excellency the Governor General to declare
to you that he freely confides in the duty and sttachment of the House
of Eommons to Her Majesty’s Person and Government, and not doubt-

" ing that their proceedings will be conducted with wisdom, temper and
prudence, he grants, and upon all occasions will recogrize and allow,

their constitational privileges.
I am commanded also to assure you, that the OCommons shall have

ready acceas to His Excellency upon all seagonable occasions, and that
theit proceedings, as well as your words and actions, will constantly
receive from bim the most favorable construction.

Then His Excellency the GovVERNOR GENERAL was pleased

to open Parliament by a Speech from the Throne.
And the House being returned,

Mr, SPEAKER said: I have the honor to state that the
House having attended on His Excellency the Governor
General in the Senate Chamber, 1 informed His Excellency
that the choice of Speaker bad fallen on me, and, in your
names and on your behalf, I made the usual clsim for your

privileges, which His Excellency was pleased to confirm to
you.
CONTROVERTED ELECTIONS.

Mr. SPEAKER laid before the House, Judgment bearing
date the eighth day of June, 1886, of the Hon. Mr. Justice
Angers, one of the Judges selacted for the trial of Election
Petitions, pursuant to the Dominion Controverted Elections
Aoct, 1874, in the matter of the election petition for the
Electoral Distriot of Beauce, by which judgment the said
pelition was dismissed. ;

ADMINISTRATION OF OATHS OF OFFICE.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD introduced Bill (No.1) res-
pecting the Administration of Qaths of Office.

Bill read the first time.

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE.

Mr. SPEAKER. I have the honor to inform this House,
that when the House attended Hie Excellency the Governor
General this day in the Senate Coamber, His Excellency
was pleased to make a Speech to both Houses of Parliament,
and, to prevent mistakes, I have obtained a copy of the
Speech, which is as follows :—

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate :
Gentlemen of the House of Commons ;

It is my pleasing duty on the opening of a new Parliament to cen”
gratulate you on the general prosperity of the country and on the pros-
pect of a coming season of peace and progress.

You will, I am sure, gladly join in with the rest of the loyal subjects
of the Queen in offering Her Mujesty your sincers congratalations on
her having reached the fiftieth anniversary of her sccession to the
Throne, and in giving expression to an earnest hope that she msy be
long spared to reign over her vast dominions.

The prominent position taken by Canada at ths Oolonial and Indian
Exhibition, recently held in London, has made the Dominion more
widely and favorably known than before, and will, I have no doubt,
contribute largely to its material progress by calling attention to the
advantsges offered by our country to the agriculturist, and by attracting
the capital necessary for the development of its great natural re-
sources.

‘Negotiations between Her Majesty's Government and that of the
United Btates on the Fishery Question, with respect to which my Gov-
ernment has been fully informed and consulted, are still in progress, and
will, we may be permitted to hope, result in an arrsngement honorsble
and satisfactory to both nations.

Meanwhile the necessary provision has been made for the protection
of our inshore fisheries. The papers on this subject will be laid before
you.

Your aitention will be invited to the expediency of establishing s
Department ot Trade and Oommerce, under the supervigion of & respon-
8,ble Miniater.

You will also be asked to consider the ‘propriety of making suck im-
provement in the organisation of the Departments of Justice, Customs,
a nd Inland Revenue, a8 will provide greater facilities for the despatch
of the large and increasing volume of business with which those De-
paritments are charged.

A measure will be submitted to you giving representation in the
Senate to the North-West Territories in addition to that which they now
possess in the House of Commons.

Other measures will be laid before you, and among them will be found
Bills for the amendment of the Acts relating to Government Railways,
for providing s beiter mode of Trial of Olaims against the Crown, for the
jmprovement of the Procedure in Oriminal Oases, and for the further
amendment of the Ohinese Immigration Act,
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Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

You will be acked, in order to provide against the possible interrup-
tion of the navigation of our great inland waters, for an appropriation in
aid of the construction of a canal to connect the waters of Lakes Huron
and Superior at Sault Bte. Marie.

The Accounts for the past year will be 1aid before you, as well a8 the
Estimates for the ensuniag year. They have been prepared with due re-
gard to economy and the requirements of the Public Service.

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate :
Gentiemen of the House of Commons :
1 commend thege important subjects and others which may be 1aid be-
fore you to your best consideration, with full confidence in your earnest
desire to promote the development and well-being of Canada.

On motion of Sir JorN A. MacpoNaLD, His EXCELLENOY'S
Speech was ordered 10 be taken into consideration to-

IOITOW.
REPORT.

Mr. SPEAKER laid before the House, the Report of the
Joint Librarians on the state of the Library of Parliament.

SELECT STANDING COMMITTEES.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved:

That Select Standing Committees of this House, for the present Sese
sion, be appointed for the following purposes:—1. On Privileges and
Elections. 2. On Expiring Laws. 3. On Railways, Canals, and Tele-

raph Lines. 4. On Miscellaneous Private Bills. 5. On Standing
51‘&%1‘5 6. On Printing. 7. OUn Public Accounts. 8. On Bankingand
Oommerce. 9. On Immigration and Oolonization ; which said Oom-
mittees £hall severally be empowered to examine and enquire into all
such matters and things as may be referred to them by the House; and
to report from time 10 time their observaticns and opinions thereon ;
with power to send for persons, papers and records.

Motion agreed to.

DEBATES COMMITTER.

Mr, BOWELL. With the permission of the House I pro-
pose to move the usual Committee for the Supervision of
the Debates of this House. In selecting the names we have
bad particular reference to the different sections of the whole
Dominion, ard have therefore selected a representative from
each Province. 1 hope the names chosen will meet with
the approval of the House. I beg to move:

That a Select Committee be appointed to supervise the Official Réport
of the Debates of this House during the present Session, with power to
report from time to time, the said Uommittee to be composed of Messrs.
Baker, Béchard, Cbarlton, Colby, Davin, Desjardins, Ellis, Innes,
Mcintyre, Royal, Taylor, Tupper (ictou), Weldon (Albert).

Mr. BLAKE. I had rather that the hon. gentloman
should move that on to-morrow, or move it a8 & notice for
to-morrow,

Mr. BOWELL. It will stand as a notice for to-morrow,

QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE.

. Mr. WELDON (8t. John). I beg to call the attention of
the House to the matter connected with the election in the
County of Queen’s, N.B. 1 do not propose to enter into
the question until we have the requisite information before
the House, 1 fee! this is a maiter which affects the dignity
and privileges of the House and the electors at large, and
I hope it will not be approached in any partisan spirit.
Without further discussing the matter I would move :

That the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery be ordered to attend at the
openiog of this House, to-morrow, with the return of the last election
for the Electoral District of Queen’s, in the Province of New Brunswick,
together with all poll-books and all other papers, letters, documents
snd memoranda which may have been transmitted to him by the Return-
ing Officer and received by him since the despatch of the Writ of Elec-
tion, and copies of letters sent by him to the Returning Officer.

Mr, Speaxza.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. I understand that a ques-
tion of great importance will arise in connection with the
papers moved for. I have mnot the slightest objection to
the motion,

Motion agreed to.

STANDING COMMITTEES.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. I understand a great deal
of private legislation will come before the House this Ses-
sion and it is advisable, therefore, that the Standing Com-
mittees be struck as soon as possible. I move:

That a Special Committee of seven members be appointed, to prepare
and report with all eonvenient speed, lista of members to compose the
Select Standing Committees ordered by the House, this day; to be
composed of Sir John A. Macdonald, Sir Hector Langevin, Sir klchurd
Oartwright, and Messrs. McLelan, Bowell, Blake and Laurier.

Motion agreed to.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment of
the House.

Motion agreed to; and the House adjourned at 3:50 p. m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Fripay, 15th April, 1887,
The SpEAKER took the Chair at Three o’clock.

PravyERs.

QUEEN’S, N.B., ELECTION.
Mr. WELDON moved :

That the papers in possession of the Olerk of the Orown in Chan-
cery relating to the election in the Electoral Distriot of Queen’s, N.B.,
be now read

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I suppose they may be
considered as read.

Mr. BLAKE, It is believed, from what we know of the
contents of these papers, that it is necessary to follow them
up with an immediate motiop, and for that reason the House
should be put in possession of them at once. I think the
hon, gentleman will seo, when he hears the papers read,
that a sort of interlocutory motion is necessary.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I think, however, that
the matter will have to go to the Committee on Privileges
and Elections, as is always done.

Motion agreed to, and the papers were read by the Clerk
accordingly.

Mr. WELDON. My excuse for bringing this matter be-
fore the House is its great importance, inasmuch as it
involves an infringement of the liberties of the people in
general and of the electorate of Queen’s, New Brunswick,
in particular, and I trust that in discussing this matter we
will avoid displaying any undue partisan spirit. This
matter affects the rights and privileges of every elector in
the Dominion, involving as it does, the decision of the
question whether & returning officer can set at defiance
the wishes of the majority of the electors of an electoral
district by declaring, in the exercise of a jurisdiction not
given te him and in defiance of the law, & party not elected
to be elected & member of this House. It appears from the
statements read by the clerk that the nominations were
made and a poll was held, and that the court was adjourned
for the purpose of receiving the return of the state of the
poll. On the 28th of February the court was held, and
then adjourned until the 5th of March, in consequence of
some of the ballot boxes not being forthcoming, owing to
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the bad state of the roads; on the 8th of March the return-
ing officer held his court and opened the ballot boxes. He
summed up the votes, but in the return which has been
laid on the Table, we find he has carefully and studiously
avoided stating what was the result of the voting. He has
stated that he summed up the votes, and so far he was
right, but beyond that there was gross dereliction of duty
ov his part, and I hope this House will not tolerate such
conduct on the part of a returning officer where his daty
i8 80 clearly pointed out by the statute. I hold in my hand
the certificate and the copy of the affidavit made by Mr.
Baird, one of the candidates on that occasion, who states :

¢ That on the said 5th inst. the said returning officer opened his court,
opened the ballot boxes, and added togethier the number of votes given
for said Qeorge G. King and for myselt, from the statement contained in
the several ballot boxes returned by the deputy retumini‘oﬂicera, and
stated that he found by said statements that 1,181 votes had been given
for se}d George . King, and 1,130 votes had been given for thig depo-
nent.

If that was the case—and I state here from my place as a
member of this House that I believe the statement to be
correct that Mr. King, when the votes were summed up,
had the majority—1I say that, by the law, the duty of the
returning officer was clearly laid down. What his duty
might be at the nomination, it is not necessary to enquire.
We find that the nomination was made, that the deposit
was made, and & receipt given to Mr. King; and that,
according to the requirements of the law, the names of the
candidates were posted throughout the county, that a poll
was held on the 22nd of February, and that the ballot
boxes, certificates of return and poll books, were returned
to the returning officer. What then was the duty of that
officer ? The law says :

‘“ The returning officer at the place, day and hour n%pointed by
his proclamation, and after having received all the ballot boxes, shall
proceed to open them, in the presence of the election clerk, the candi-
dates or their representatives, if present, or of at least two electors, if
the candidates or their representatives are not present, and to add
together the number of votes given for each candidate, from the state-
ment3 contained in the several ballot boxes returned by the deputy
returning officers of the ballot papers counted by them. The candidate
who, on the summing up of the votes, is found to have s majority of
votes shall be then declared elested.”

The duty of the returning officer was simply ministerial,
or, to use the language of an eminent judge in Eng.
land, in & very late case, his duty was the arithmetical
calculation of the number of votes, and that is all. Beyond
that he had no power, and if any of the proceedings were
irregular there is a tribunal provided in the Controverted
Elections Act by which returns can be rectified. But I say,
without fear of contradiction, no power exists in 8 return-
ing officer to declare an election invalid, or to refuse to
count up the votes, or to refuse to declare elected the can-
didate who had the majority of votes, Then we find, still
further, that after he is to do this:

¢‘The returning officer shall, immediately after the sixth day after
the final addition by him, unless before that time he receives notice that
he is required to attend before a judge for the purpose of a final additien
or recount by such judge of the votes given at the election, tranamit
hig return to the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, that the candidate
having the largest number of votes has been duly ¢lected, and shall for-
ward to each of the respective candidates a duplicate or copy there-
of, and such return ghall be in the form OC in the first schedule to this
Act.

‘“The returning officer shall accompany his return to the Olerk of the
Crown in Cheacery with a report of his proceedings, in which report he
shall make any observation he thinks proper as to the state of the bailot
boxes or ballov papers as received by him.

‘‘The returning officer shall also transmit to the Clerk of the Crown
in Chancery with his return the ballot papers, the original statements of
the several deputy returning officers hereinbefore referred to, together
with the lists of voters and poll-books used in the several polling dis-
tricts, and all other lists and documents used or required at such election
or which have been transmitted to him by the deputy returning officers.”

The duty of the returning officer is plain, and, with regard
to his duty as to the return to the Clerk of she Crown, the
law is so clear and distinct that “ he who runs msy read,” It

requires no legal lore to decide what is his duty, and that
duty this officer has entirely failed to perform. He has
failed in refusing to declare the person who bad the majority
of votes elected, and he has also failed in refusing to return
the ballot boxes. If rumor speaks true—I do not vouoh for
the correctness of the statement—these ballot papers are no
longer in existence, and if that be 8o, the duty and the honor
of this House require that this matter shoald be fully inves.
tigated, I do not care on what side the candidate may be,
but’ Jugtice should be done, and as far as the law can be
maintained we should maintain it in every particular. In
a ocase decided in England s short time ago, I should like to
read the language ot Lord Esher, as the case is very much
like this one. 1n that case, the returning officer, after the
nomination, and after the poll, undertook to declare that
one of the candidates was disqualified, and that the other
candidate, having the minority of votes in & munieipal elec-
tion, should be returned. I may also add that the language
of the statute in Euogland, the Ballot Act of 1872, and that
of our own Act are almost the same, ln that case, deliver-
ing the judgment of the Court of Appeal, Lord Esher said
as follows ;—

‘‘1t is next said that Roberts was not duly elected because the

returning officer did not declare him to be elected. It is not denied
that he obtained & msjority of votes. We have to see, therefore, what
are the powers and duties of a returning officer in a municipal election.
Firat comes the nomination, which is to take place before the mayor,
when the borough is divided into wards. It 18 not necessary here to
decide whether the mayor could reject the nomination of & candidmte
not properly qualified. If he had that power, he did not exercige it in
the present case, becaunse he accepted the nomination of both candidates.
Then come the powers and duties of the returning officer, which are
indicated in and limited by the second section of the Ballot Aot,
1872. Those powers and duties begin after the close of the poll. He is
to take charge of the ballot boxes; open them in the presence of such
of the agents (if any) of the candidates as may be present, ‘aud ascer-
tain the result of the poll by counting the votes given to each candi-
date,” 7The result of the poll is what he is to ascertain, and he must
agcertain it in the way prescribed by the Act, and in that way only.
The section then proceeds : ¢ And shall forthwith declare to be elected
the candidate or candidates to whom the majority of votes have been
given.’ No power i8 given to him to declare that candidate elected to
whom the msjority of votes has been legally given. The moment he
has cast up the votes, he must declare the candidate elected who bas
the arithmetical majority. He may only adjourn tor the purpose of
finishing the count. The section does not entitle him to enquire
whether the candidate is under any personal dimbﬂit{ to be elected,
whether the candidate be man or womao, or whether the person
nominated be deal or alive. The returning officer has simply to per-
form the arithmetical duty of adding up the vutes, and to declare the
pergon elected who has the majority. Though it is not necessary to-
decide the point, I am inclined to think that his declaration is merely
winisterial, and that, if he remained silent and did not make any
declaration, the person who had the majority of votes would be duly
elected.”
1 say that no language could apply more absolutely to the
case ] am now presenting to the House than the language
of the Master of the Rolls in England, and I say that under
our Act the same duties devolve upon the returning
officer, and that is his only duty. It would be unfor-
tunate for the people of this country, it would be unfor-
tunate for the liberty of the people, that any such powers
should be given to returning officers as one of them has
undertaken to exercise in this case. I trust that the spirit
of honor and fair play will animate every member of this
House, irrespective of political leaning, so far as to see that
the law is carried out, and that right and justice is done as
between these parties. I beg to move:

That Mr John R. Dunn, the Returniog Officer for the Electoral Dis-
trict of the Oounty of Queen’s, N B., be ordered by telegraph to transmit
forthwith to the Ulerk of the Urown in Chancery the poli-books, certifi-
cate of return, ballots, and all other papers used and otherwise con-
nected with the late election and poll beld in the said £lectoral District.
I trust that this motion will pass, and that immediate steps
will be taken to communicate with the returning officer
80 a8 to have these papers laid before the House at as early
a day as possible,

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I am quite sure the
House wiil approach this case, as they ought to approach
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every case, in a judicial spirit and not in & partisan spirit.
1 have heard the statement of the hon. gentleman, and I
have heard the particulars for the first time. My attention
has not been called before to this case, but it is a very im-
portant case, and involves a very important principle. I
have not the slightest objection that this motion should be
adopted.

Motion agreed to.

STANDING COMMITTEES.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD, I understand from the
hon. the leader of the Opposition that he would prefer that
the name of Mr. Mills should be substituted for his own on
the Striking Committee. By the universal consent of the
House the change can be made.

Motion agreed to.

DEBATES COMMITTERE.

Mr. BOWELL. I beg to move the motion of which I
gave notice yesterday :—

That a Belect Committee be appointed to supervise the Official Report
of the Debates of this House during the present Sesgsion, with power to
report from time to time; to be composed of Messrs éaker, échard,
Charlton, Colby, Davin, Nesjardins, Ellis, Innes, McIntyre, Royal,
Taxlor, Tupper (Pictou), and \;Veldou (Albert).

I may explain to the House, for the information of those
who were not present yesterday, that, in increasing the
number of this committee, I have selected a representative
from each of the Provinces, and two or three from the
larger Provinces, making the total thirteen, which I hope
will meet with the approval of the House.

Mr. BLAKE. T am sorry the hon, gentleman has made
another attempt in the direction which I objecied to on a
former occasion with reference to this committee. It must
be well understood by the House that this is a very special
committee, and that the possibility of maintaining the in.
stitution which is presided over by the committee depends
upon the very full recognition of the equal rights on both
sides, That recognition was made until the year 1885. The
comroittee, for example, for the year 1884, and I believe
also for the preceding year, was composed of nine members,
of whom five were irom the side of the majority and four
from the side of the minority. It was not unreasonable,
since there must be a majority on one side or the other, and
of course, it was not merely not unreasonable, but it was
proper, that the majority should be on the side of those who
bave the majority in the House. Bat the hon. gentieman
opposite, who had a majority in the House of about two to
one, recognized through a series of years, and up to the
year 1884, the special circumstances belonging to this com-
mittes, and had the committee composed as nearly as might
be of an equal number of members. In the
year 18856 the hon. gentleman proposed to change
that, and he proposed a committee in which the
number on the side of the majority should be very
considerably increased. I objected. He did not propose
that our number should be increased at all ; he left them at
four, and he pat at either six or seven, the number of gentle-
men who were to belong to the side of the majority, I
pointed out the special circumstances which had been recog-
nized for all these years as applying to the constitution of
this committee, the practice which had been pursued, and 1
requested that it should be maintained. The hon.
gentleman declined to maintain it in its integrity, but he
agreed to add one member, & member for the minority, and
thus the committee was increased to twelve, being five from
the side of the Opposition and seven from the side of the
Ministerialists. That, of course, did not preserve the propor-
tion, did not keep as nearly an equality as possible, but it
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mitigated the injustice which the hon. gentleman had
designed and proposed to the House. Well, since that time,
in 1886, the committee was renewed in the same way. Now,
we come to & new Parliament in which there has been no
circumstance which entitles the hon. gentleman to propose
that the Ministerial side shoald be increased on the commit-
tee; but what the hon. gentleman proposes is that the
Ministerial strength should be still further increased on this
committee. He proposes that there should be eight Minister-
ialists to ive members of the Opposition on that eommittee
now. That is prooceeding in the same improper direction,
although the popular voice has not indicated to the hon.
gentleman that he has got any right to make such sn
assumption at all. I, therefore, object to the constitution of
the committee in these proportions. I am sorry, also, to
find that the hon, gentleman shonld have proposed to strike
off the committee, 8 pumber of gentlemen formerly, and
still, members of this House, who have taken an active and
intelligent interest in the discharge of the labors of the
committee. I believe that there is, perhaps,none of the
committees in which an acqnaintance with the duties, an
acquaintance with the permanent staff, and an acquaintance
with the general runof the business, is more important than
with reference to the Debates Committee ; and for my part,
and to the extent to which I may have any voice at all in
the selection of the members of the committee, I shall
endeavor to promote the notion that those members who
have satisfactorily acted in the past shonld not be withdrawn
from the committee in the future. I am not myself a very
great admirer of the notion that there is an absolute
necessity in this House, twenty years after Confed-
eration, of each Province being represented nominatim
upon each sand every single committee we strike.
It seems to me to be a very painful confession—if
it is a confession we are called upon to make, and the
hon, gentleman made it yesterday for himself and repeated
it to-day—that we cannnot trust one another sufficiently,
but that, in order to remedy some apprehended injustice to
each Province, each Province must always be represented
on each committee. This is the proposal which the hon.
gentleman makes, and by which he proposes to justify, as
I understand, first, the enlargement of the committee, and
secondly, the changes he makes in its number. However,
I am not going to quarrel with the notion that the com-
mittee should be enlarged, to the extent of pushing my ob-
jection to & vote. I differ from the view that the business
of the House requires this committee to be enlarged, and
my opinion is that there will be a greater sense of respon-
sibility, tbat the work will be better done by the small, than
by the larger, committee. But I do most emphatically ob-
ject to this alteration, this still farther alteration, in the
proportions of this committee to the disadvantage of the
gentiemen gitting on your left, which is now proposed ; and
also, in so far as we are to be represented on the committee,
I think we would prefer to be represented by those who
have represented us in times past—to a certain extent, at
any rate. My hon. friend from the Island of Prince Ed-
ward (Mr. Mclntyre), who is proposed to be placed on this
committee now for the first time, would, I am sure, if he
were in his place, object to the view that either my hon.
friend the member for the County of Hantingdon (Mr.
Soriver), or my hon. friend the member for North Brant
(Mr. Somerville), should be displaced from the position
with the labors of which they have familiarized themselves,
in order that, forsooth, the Island of Prince Edward should
be represented for fear some injustice might be done to that
Island in the preparation of the reports. I, therefore, ask
the hon, gentieman to reconsider the construction of the
committee, and to arrange for such & disposition of the
strength of the committee from one side and the other, as
has been recognized in former days, and if the members
are to be increased, I should like to propose a substitution
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of the name of Mr. Soriver for that of Mr. McIntyre, and
the addition of the name of Mr. Somerville, the member for
North Brant, to the committee. That would give us the old
members, and it would give us six to eight instead of five
to eight, which the hon. gentieman proposes, 1 do not
think that is justice, but it is as near justice as I expeoct,

Mr. BOWELL, As the hon. gentleman, the leader of
the Oppos tion, will be satisfied with that change, with even
that measure of justice, I shall be very glad to accept his
proposition. Bat I must at the same time dissent in toto from
the Krinciple he has laid down that because the members
of the committee have been changed, or that because &
majority of that committee may belong to this side of the
House, therefore, in a matter of this kind, at least, the
committee would not do that justice which has always been
meted out to the Opposition by the Debates Committee. I
may mention that it was not from any want of confidence,
on the part of those who selected this committee, in the
member for Huntingdon (Mr, Scriver), or in the member
for North Brant (Mr, Somerville), that their names were
left out ; butit was necessary in forming alarge committee,
in adopting the principle which 1 laid down when making
the motiop, that some members of the committee must be
left out. Some of those who were left out belong to the
Conservative party and represent constituencies in the Pro-
vince of Quebec and the Province of Ontario, but certainly
it was not for the reason that we had not confidence in them
but because, in & commitlee which was to represen‘ the
whole House, in supervising the reporting of the debates,
we thought that it was much better that each section of the
Dominion should be represented. I have no objection to
accept the proposition made by the leader of the Opposition,
to substitute the name of Mr, Scriver for that of Mr, MoIntyre
and to add Mr, Somerville to the committee.

Motion, as amended, agreed to,

ADDRESS IN ANSWER TO HI# EXCELLENCY'S
SPEECH.

The House proceeded to the consideration of His Ex-
cellency’s Speech at the opening of the Session,

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, in the performance of the
simple task assigned to me upon the present occasion I
would earnestly crave the indulgence of yourself, Sir, and
this honorable House. Although not & young man, I am
8 young member, and he who for the first time addresses
you, Sir, in the presence of these hon. gentlemen, must
be deeply impressed with the dignity of his audience,
and must feol all that trepidation of heart which a novice
experiences when he first displays his raw accomplish-
ments before those who are the masters of his art. If,
therefore, I stumble or falter in that which I desire to do,
I trust that you, Sir, will kindly forget that I have failed,
and only remember that I have tried to do my duty.
His Excellency, in the first paragraph of his Speech con-
gratulates us upon the great prosperity of the country and
upon & coming season of progress and peace, It is gratify-
ing to us to hear that the country is thriving, quiet and pros-
perous, and that the prospect for the future is equally bright
and cheering, However widely hon. gentlemen may differ
in their opinions in regard to the best means of promoting
this peace and prosperity, yet I am suare all have the same
end in view, and it must be to them & source of the highest
satisfaction, & most pleasing reward for their arduous labors
in this House, to learn of the well-being and the weil-doing
of our people, and to know that and plenty dwell
amongst them. As loyal and attached subjects of Her
Masjesty the Queen, we, in common with all who in other
lands bear to her true allegiance, would offer onur most
hearty congratulations upon the near sompletion of the

50th year of her mild and beneficent reign. At the period
of Her Majesty’s accession to the Throne, a century and a

uarter had nearly elapsed since & lady ruled in England.

he.world, and especially the British world, had changed
marvellously in that time. Not only were the social, in-
dustrial and economiocal condition of her people altered, but
the lines of political liberty had beeun extended, the fran-
chise had been widened, and new and very different ideas
had been introduced regarding the rights of the
peogle and the political influence and prerogatives
of the Crown. Many of Her Majesty’'s predecessors were
sovereigns largely endowed with intellectual gifts of the
highest order, yet I venture to say that none better, and
few as well, apprehended and appreciated the spirit of the
age, the temper of the times, as did that innoocent, simple-
minded, blushing maiden, Queen Viotoria, fifty years ago.
None have ever better or more olearly understood the
wishes of the people, interfered less with the popular will,
or performed more acceptably or more diligently all the
onerous duties of an exemplary constitutional sovereign.
And while we have the highest admiration for her politioal
discernment and sagacity, let us not forget that her per-
sonal and private virtues as & daughter, wife and mother
have illumined the Throne with a resplendent moral gran-
deur which shines through all the earth, and shall continune
to shine long after the fame of her greatness as a monarch
shall have become dim in the memories of men. We are
dutiful and respectful to our most able sovereign, the Queen,
but our hearts have their argument as our understandings
have, and it is our love and reverence for & pure and noble
woman that sing so lustily

¢ God Save our gracious Queen,
Loung live our noble Queen,
God save the Queen.”

But to us, as the representatives of the people of this
Dominion, the year of Her Majosty’s jubilee suggest many
and varied thoughts. Fifty years ago, of the Provinces
which form the Confederation some were altogether unknown
and some were known by names other than those they now
bear, Our people were few, scarcely one.third of their
preseut number, our revenues were small and their sources
limited and unproductive, our public improvements were in-
significant, and communication between the separate Pro-
vinces was difficult and rare; our agriculture was crude and
unscientific, and manufactures, in the proper acceptance of
the term, had neither a local habitation nor a name. We
were hewers of wood (in & literal sense) and drawers of
water for the skilled workmen of other lands. Our value
a8 a mart for commerce was but trifling, and other nations,
if they thonght of us at all, regarded us with indifference,
if not wita pity and contempt. But worse than all, fifty
years ago the people of each of the older Provinces were
involved in bitter dissensions amongst themselves. One
branch of the Legislature was arrayed against the other, one
olass of society was not in sympathy with another class. We
hear the ominous sounds of populsar grievances,govern mental
scandals, bills of right and most comprehensive resolutions,
Weo hear the shouts of fiery orators, the whisperings of
ardent plotters, crimination and recrimination, till we wit-
mess the pitiable sight of the whole inflummable mass wrap-
ped in the consuming flames of civil war. We who are to-
day so peaceful, dutiful and loyal, had no pleasanter spec-
tacle to exhibit to our young and inexperienced Queen fifty
years ago, in the beginning of her reign, than the citizens
of one common country arrayed in virulent opposition to
each other, grasping each other by the throat, seeking
each other’s lives,—dead patriots, blazing buildings, and gar-
ments rolled in blood. Fifty years under the wise and mild
government of Her Majesty the Queen have changed all
that. We are an orderly, law-abiding people, and although
in this period there have been outbreaks of violence, yet
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these have been, comfined -to a remote corner of our
territory and to a very few of the people, and have
been so deeply regretted by all classes of the com-
munity that they cannot be reckoned now as impair-
ing the peaceloving character of Canadians. The peo-
ple of this Dominion look, and wisely look, to their re-
presentatives in this House, and confide in their sense of
justice, their love of fair play, their intelligence and their
patriotism, to ensure that they will, as far as the constitu-
tion of our country permits, remove all sectional animosities ;
that they will allay all discontent, redress every grievance
and right every wrong, After these fifty years our people
number five millions, our revenues are buoyant and pro-
ductive, showing for nine months of the current year a
surplus of nearly a million and a quarter, and the end of
the financial year promises to pay a very handsome com-

liment indeed to the careful management of the present
K{inistry. Our public works are magnificent and of essen
tial utility ; our agriculture, in its different branches of
grain, stock and fruit, and our manufactures of every kind,
aided and encouraged by a wise policy, are making rapid
strides ; interprovincial communication is easy, cheap and
rapid; the intelligence, the thrift, the wvirtnes and
the enterprite of our people make our future sure,
Fifty years hence he who stands in the same relation
to the Parliament of that aay as I do to this—the mover
of the Address—will, 1 hope, be able to present a picture
brighter than the one I have attempted to outline—the
figures on the canvas larger, more clearly defined and
suffused with & richer glow. He will, I hope, be able to
speak of & people four times 88 Dumerous &s nNOW Wwe are,
of revenues productive and adequate, of vast improvements,
of increased activity and remuneration in every art and
labor of life. He may tell you of a Dominion not only
prosperous as & whole, but every Province therein solvent
and gelf-sustaining, and that “ better terms,” from its long
disuse, has become an obsolete phrase ; of & population pat-
riotic, and, if not homogeneous, united, bappy and con-
tented; of Canada’s great works, her widened fame and
merited glory. The display of Canadian products at
the recent Colonial and Indian Exhibition in London, a dis-
play encouraged by the Government, contributed by the
people and strenuously aided by our indefatigable and in-
domitable High Commissioner, must have a tendency to
enlarge the knowledge and diffuse more correct ideas of our
country and its capacities ; it must drive from the common
mind of Europeans that lingering dread that, after all,Canada
is only a few equare miles of snow. The excellence
of our varied productions from the workshop, the field, the
forest or the mine, will convince the intelligent observer
who is looking for a wider and less crowded field for his
labor and his emnergies, or for the investment of his small
oapital, that here, at least, under the British flag, is a country
highly civilized and well developed, temperate in climate,
productive in soil ; that here there is wealth for bonest labor,
bere a reward for toil, here a comfortable competency in age
for youthful labor and a sober life. Let us hope that the
many advantages which Canada possesses—and has shown so
decisively that she possesses them—will attract to our coun-
try many thousands of the worthy and industrious poor from
otherlands. It is earnestly to be hoped that the negotiations
on the fishery questions at present going on between Her
Majesty’s Government and that of the United States—
negotiations in which we are largely interested—may
termivate in & peaceful solution of the present misun-
derstanding. It is the desire of every Canadian to be on
amicable terms with the great Republic to the south of us,
and for this reason we wish that the settlement may be in
accordance with right and justice ; for there can be no hearty
goodwill between either individuals or nations when there
18 persistent aggressiveness on one side and & firm
determination 10 resist on the other. Of this matter,
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however, we shall be &ble to form a fuller and more correct
judgment when the papers which are promised are
carefully perused. The proposed changes and improve-
ments in the different Bepartments of Justice, Customs
and Inland Revenue, and the formation of a new
Department of Trade and Commerce under a responsible
Minister will, I have no doubt, be made in so eareful and
liberal & spirit that the effectiveness of each service will be
much increased, and the country will derive much benefit
therefrom. A very pleasing evidence of the growth and
development of the North-West Territories is the presence
in this House of hon. members from that portion of the Do-
minion—once designated the ¢ Great Lone Land ”~-and the
increasing importance of these great Provinces is still fur-
ther attested by the proposed measure to give them repre-
sentation in the Senate. Our fellow countrymen there will
then feel that they are indeed citizens of this great Confed-
eration, and that they, in concert with others, are shaping the
destinies of & nation. Our imtimate trade connections with
our own far west will not be completed until the continuous
navigation of our great inland waters is entirely in our own
hands and free from foreign caprice. A trans-continental
railway within our own borders will be most fittingly sup-
plemented by uninterrupted navigation from the lower
lakes to Port Arthur, at which these twe great lines of Can-
adian trade and commerce will anite and pour their rich
burdens of freight upon the country beyond. The prudence,
skill and tenacity of purpose which gave to our country the
Canadian Pacific Railway will find in the construction of
the Sault Ste. Marie Canal & fitting, proper, congenial and
most suitable complement to that great work. 1 have the
honor to move the Address in reply to the Speech of His
Excellency.

Mr, WELDON (Albert). In reading in the columns of
Hansard the speeches which had beew made by the movers
and seconders of the several Addresses in reply to the
Speech from the Throne, for the twenty Sessions of Parlia-
ment since the union of the P'rovinces, it is noteworthy that
those speeches are characterised by a resolute and stub-
born spirit of optimism, and that in years of leanness as in
years of plenty the men who have delivered these speeches
bave taken & cheerful view of their country and of the
capacity of its Government. Therefore the traditions of
this House pledge one to that spirit of cheerfulness which
the conditions of the country to-day so fully warrant.
I heartily agree with the remarks of my hon. friend from
West Huron (Mr. Porter) with regard to the paragraph
of the Address congratulating Her Majesty on having
reached the fiftieth anniversary of her accession to the
Throne. We remember with some little humiliation
that almost the very first thing that our young
Queen knew of her Canadian Provinces was that they were
rather tronblesome and turbulent Provinces, which were
cansing her some anxiety ; although we, who come from
the Maritime Provinces, can recall with some complacency
that her Provinces down by the sea were behaviag them-
selves at that time in the most admirable manner. But
counting ourselves now as one country after those fifty
years have gone by, we are glad to tell her that we
have a united Canadian people who have amply
atoned for their turbulence of that time; that we
are in the habit of giving something better than
smooth words of loyalty —that we have done a heroic act
in consolidating her Empire—that we have given to her, by
a great sacrifice, a strong, secure military route, over which
the Queen can send her soldiers from the British Islands to
her possessions in the far East without ever toueching a
foreign land. In approaching the so-called fishery question
between Her Majesty’s Government and that of the United
States, we are pleased to learn that the resources of diplo-
macy for the settlement of that question have not yet been
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exhausted, and we hope that up' to the present hour they
have not even been seriously taxed. It is so delicate a
question that we approach it with a feeling of restraint, as
if we were walking over fires concealed under treacher-

provision was made for the free admission to American .
ports for 12 years of fish the produce of Canadian fisheries, '
and within five years after that contract was entered into,
the American Government placed a duty of something like

ous ashes, It has been said by an eminent statesman that
diplomacy has her triumphs, not less renowned than the
triumphs of war. Certainly the history of the fishery ques-
tion during the last hundred years, between the two great
powers who rule over this continent, does not record any
great diplomatic trinmphs. The history of that question

we cannot now enter upon. It is enough to say that the

. P rights and duties of those two natious in respect of the fish-
. L aat” eriesare to-day governed by what is known as the Convention
‘ | of London, entered into in 1818—that whatever our rights
; ¢ are in this matter, they rest on tkat treaty, and are not
| determined by any earlier treaty, nor by the rules of publie

125 per cent. on the cans carrying the fish. Aunother
provision of that treaty was that Canadians should have ,
tree acoess for 12 years to American ports for fish oila the <.
prodace of our fisheries, and not long afterwards their Gov- -
ernment decided that seal oil was not fish oil, and a duty |
of 20 per cent, was imposed on seal oil entering their ports !
from Canada. It is a matter of pride, I think, to all of us in
this House, that our own Administration has not seen fit to
adopt that method of sonstruing these instruments. The
Canadian Government have not sought to harass American
fishermen, They have had nc desire to put any compulsion on
them with the view of seouring & re--pening or settlement of

.
%

law; aod if that treaty is clear, our rights and duties are
‘clear, That treaty simply says, with respect to the rights
:of the two parties to the fisheries along the Canadian coast,
that the Americans have hereby renounced forever the liberty
to take fish in what are known as the territorial Canadian
waters, and also the liberty to enter the bays and harbors of
Her Britannic Majesty's possessions in North America for
any purpose whatever, except for the single purpose of
asylum-—for the purpose of shelter and repairs, wood and
water. It is true, during the 70 years which have
elapsed since that treaty was entered into, the con-
ditions under which American fishermen made use of
the deepsea fisheries have greatly changed. Arrange-
ments which in 1818 did not press heavily on American
fishermen are to-day very burdensome. The mackerel,
the herring, and the other fish which were found abundantly
along their own coasts at that time, have, in the intervening
years, migrated eastward and northward, and are now found
chiefly along the Canadian coasts ; and so the migration
of the fish, the changed conditions under which they are
taken by the fishermen, and the development of railway
and steam communication from the provincial ports to the
American markets—all these things have made a treaty
that was not found oppressive 70 years ago most oppres-
sive today. Therefore, we can sympathize with our
peighbors, and can understand their desire to enter our
{ harbors and ports, either for the renewal of sapplies, for
i the purchase of fresh bait, and to tranship their cargoes
from their fishing schooners in order that they may be
carried by rail and steamship to the American porte. It is
very natural that they should desire—for they have a
strong commercial interest in doing so—to have a basis of
supply near their fishing grounds. But under the plain
wording of the treaty they have no right to enter our

e,

the fishery quastion, or with the view of forcing our neigh-
bors to enter into new trade relations with us. I think nothing
has been farther from the thoughts of oar people. Bat, Mr.
Speaker, when we come to rest upon our exact rights, when
wo read the troaty and find that its words are olear and dis-
tinot, we are justified in saying that although the 60,000,000
of Americans to the south of us are conscions of their
strength, we are 5,000,000 of Canadians in the north who ;
are equally conscious of our rights. We are children of two
great historical races in the Old World who over the sea in |
limes past were not wont under a threat to abate one jot !
or tittle of their claim to their own property or their rights. :
We do, nevertheless, anticipate with the Aiministration that
the negotiations which are in progress will result in an ar-
rapgement favorable and satisfactory to both nations; and
our hopes rest not alone on the clearness of our rights,
not alone on the military strength of the Empire to which we
belong, and the consciousness of its sapport, but very large-
ly on the common sense and fair-mindedness of the great |
body of the American people. In that country there exists |
a public opinion, somewhat inert, somewhat slow to move, |
yet with as keen a regard for law and as high a sense of ‘
honor as we could have, and when this fishery question has
moved along, if nnhappily it does, to a more acute stage,
when it will cease to go the clamor of a small section of
the country whose interests are seriously affected, when it }
seems to touch the national honor, then the whole American
people will consider this guestion, ascertain their legal
position, enquire into their rights and cheerfully accord to
us all we are entitled to. That great country has, I am
sure, no desire to stain its honor with the unpardonable
crime of perfidy. We are glad, therefore, to learn that the
necessary provision has been made for the protection of
our inshore fisheries, not by way of menace or bad

temper, but in simple and manly self-respect. The establish-
ment of a Department of Trade and Commerce, under the
suapervision of a special Minister, is a proper subject for con-
gratulation. If, unhappily, our trade relations with our
neighbors, which are menaced, should be in any way ad-~ " < <<
versely interfered with by any action on their part, it will be
our imperative duty to seek other outlets for the produce of
our farms, fisheries, mines, mills and factories, and by the
establishment of this Department of Trade and Commerce
the Government will show that they are fully alive to the
interests of the people and to the necessity of making the
strongest possible efforts to extend our trade in every direc-
tion. I ask to be allowed now to thank the right hon. gen-
tleman who leads the Government for the honor he has
done the county which I have the honor to representin
inviting me to second this Address, and I desire to thank
him and the other hon. members of this House for the

waters, except for the one single purpose of refuge; and if
the Conventi -ﬁfﬂmwm tastight by an
officer om%‘%shery Department of Canada, with the view
\ of governing and protecting Canadian fishermen, I do not
know how the terms could be more clearly drawn. Our
;American neighbors complain that we have been barsh and

niggardly and technical in the construction of that great
instrument. There is a sentiment of justice under that
complaint, namely, that it is not right on the part of any
great people to construe a treaty harshly, niggardly, and in
atechnical spirit. Bat there are no two interpretations of
that treaty possible in regard to the subject-matter in dis-
pute. Its terms are clear and unambiguous, and when we
say that we rest on our treaty rights, it is no answer for
our American friends to say: * Oh, we are sixty millions of
people.” It we were disposed, Sir, to reflect upon the way in
which our neighbors bave construed treaties, we could show,
I thiuk, in respect to a much more recent treaty than the | patience with which they have listened to my remarks.
London Convention of 1818—in respect to the Treaty of | May I be permitted also to express, on behalf of the new
Washington of 1871—that our neighbors have been somewhat | members, the feeling of pride we all share in finding our-
technical and narrow in the constrauction of that treaty. selves sitting here for the first time in this legislative
In the first article of the Treaty of Washington a chamber, along with illustrious statesmen on both sides of
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the House whoin I was taught to reverence years ago, and
| who are held in high“honor by the people for the patriotism
§ gnd courage and political capacity and eloquence which
they have brought to the administration of public affairs
and to the influencing of public opinion.

On paragraph 1,

Mr. BLAKE. Upon former occasions similar to this,
I have felt it my duty to enter at some little length into &
review of the political events and developments of the year,
88 the year has passed from one Session to the other with-
out any appeal to the people ; and the hon. gentleman who
leads the Government has more than once objected to the
somewhat exhaustive, and, I suppose I may say, to some
people, perhaps to the majority of the Honse, the somewhat
exhaustive review which I felt it my duty to make; but the
character of the Speech which was read the other day and
the character of the Address which we are asked to muke in
answer to that Speech are both so harmless, so entirely
innocuous--there i8 8o very little indeed in them--that I think
they may, conjoined with the other circumstances to which I
am about torefer, induce me upon this occasion to adopt the
suggestion of the hon, gentleman, and to delay for a much
shorter period even than I have formerly done our progress
to the real business of the Session. I am glad to be able to
coogratulate the hon. gentlemen who have moved and
seconded the answer to the Speech from the Throne on both
the manner and the matter of their addresses. They cer-
tainly did themselves credit, if for nothing more than this:
that there was no word used by them calculated to promote
an acrimonious discussion or protracted dobate, so that the
Speech itself, being of the character to which I referred, and
the hon, gontleman who proposed the reply having addressed
us in these tones, there is the less need or occasion for
engaging in lengthy discussion. Not having had the satis-
faction of having met on former occasions these hon. gen
tlemen or being able to gauge their respective qualities for
the discharge of such an important duty, I, of course, was
not aware of the special qualifications which they have
shown to-day ; and, in ignorance of those special qualifica-
tions, I confess that I had myself made a forecast of two
other hon. gentlemen as perhaps, upon reviewing the
situation, the fittest persons to present the case of the
Government on this occasion. T refer to the hon, member
for Haldimand (Mr. Montaguc), and the hon. member for
Queen’s, N.B. (Mr. Baird). 1 quite agree, after having
heard these hon. gentlemen, that my view was arrived at in
ignorance of those special qualifications which they had for
the discharge of the duty. Now, the hon. gentleman ad-
verted in gratefal and graceful terms to the happy circum-
stances that we are asked to day to express at an early stage,
what I dare say we shall be asked in some more formal
manner at & fulure time to express, our feelings upon the
subject of this being the jubilee year of the Queen, and [ was
glad to be able to notice that the general sentiments with
which they regarded that happy event were such as can be
shared by us all. There is no doubt that the British Em.
pire during those fifty years has developud in the most ex-
traordinary manner. To us, who are interested in the
| development of this particular portion of the Empire, enor-
i mous in area if not in population as yet—to us, amongst
the most interesting circomstance:s which are recalled to
our mind by the occurrence of this jubilee year, are not our
material progress, not our increasing population, not oven
‘the conjunction of the various Provinces, but the fact that
_ under the rule of the Queen the p:inciples of self-govern-
| ment, of popular government, may be said to have almost
begun and received that high degree of development which
they have received within the area of British North
America. I do not share, perhaps it is natural that
-&I\ should not, coming from the Province of Ontario,
‘the sentiments of bumiliation with which the hon.

Mr. Wxnoon (Albert).

member for Albert (Mr.. Weldon) seemed to recur to
a portion of the events of fifty years ago. I quite
agree that there were circumstances which then occurred
which bad better not have occurred, but I would tell him
that amongst the most honored men on both sides of poli-
tios inthe old Proviniee of Canada, and since the Cznadian
Confederation was formed, have been found men who were
active’ and prominent in the events to which he looks back
with humiliation, and that not least amongst their titles Lo
the sympathy and confidenge of their fellow-countrymen in
these latter years has been the recollection of the prom-
inent aod outspoken, if imprudent and reckless, part
which they took im vindication of that which now
all acknowledge was the essence of popular liberty.
Nor, although that agitation which culminated in unhappy
risings in Upper Canada and in Lower Canada in 1837 did
not reach the same head in the Provinces from one of which
the hon. gentleman comes, can I forget that the man whose
name was for many yesrs most loved and most venerated
in the whole region of the Maritime Provinces, and whose
reputation and power extended even in those old days of
difficult communication-—of absence of communication—far
beyond the Maritime Provinces, and reached the west, was
Joseph Howe, who took a prominent and active part in that
constitutional agitation which brought Novs Scotia happily
not through bloodshed or open insurrection, becanse it was
not necessary, but bronght Nova Scotia also to the front in
the struggle for responsible government. I rejoice then
that we have reached the recognition so long ago of the
vital principle of self-government, and that the principle —
the exceptions to its operation growing less from year to
year—has been frcm year to year more and more recognized
that wo do control our own concerns; and the happy
condition of loyalty to the British Crown and t> the
noble lady whose head is surmounted by that Crown
to-day is not based merely upon tradition, not merely
upon &an unreasoning love for the past, but exists
because it is her good fortune to have had a reign
which has been commensurate with the growth and
development in these Provinces of the principle of
self-government, because we know that the reign of the
Queen is synonymous here with the reign of the people, and
thereforo it is that in Canuda the secure foundation of the
Throne lies in the fact that it rests upon the hearts of the
Queen’s Canadian subjects. There is, however, a blot upon
the jubilee year, and it is & blot which deeply affects us,
and deeply affects us in a direction to which this Speech
refors, aud to which the hon. gentlemen have alluded.
There is & country, there is a part of the so-called United
Kingdom of Great Britain and [reland in which these prin-
ciples of self-government and popular government, govern-
ment according to the well-understood wishes of the people,
have not yet been accorded to the citizens of that laod;

'and I am sure that we shall do our daty as loyal subjects to

Her Majesty, as promoting to the uttermost the peace and
harmony and prosperity of her reign, if we express the
opinion upon all suitable occasions that it would be a happy,
& providential dispensation if the jubilee year of the Queen
should see in all her vast dominions which are titted for the
applioation of constitutional government that principle of
the government by the people, according to its well-under-
stood wishes thoroughly applied. The hon. gentlemen have
alluded, as the Speech has alluded, to the coandition of the
fishery question.  Now, with reference to that question, the
Government has, during the period which has elapsed since
negotiations were opened, continnously invited abstention
trom discussion on the floor of this House, and I think that
there never has been an occasion ia which 8 questioa of
such great and far-reaching consequence to a free people
parliamentarily governed, has been prosecuted so long a time
without parliamentary ventilstion and discussion as this

fishery question. I do not intend, in view of the statement
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in the Speech, to depart at this day from the cougse which,
at the ye?:est of the hon. gentleman opposite, I ahalked out
for myself upon previous occasions, There was .a .time
when 1 thought it right that we should speak., It was a
time when action of & particular description ought, in our
opinion, to have been taken, and, when the Government deo-

clined to take that action, we felt it our duty to invite the.

House to agree that that action should be taken ; bat since
these negotiations have been going on, we have known little
aod we have said less. I am told—I have not had the
goced fortune of seeing them—that important state papers
on this subject have been distributed in the Imperial Houses
and in the Congress of the neighboring conntry. 1 see by
the Speech that at length we are to have some too, but as they
have been published to the people of the Empire through the
proceedings in the Imperial Parliament, and as I beleive
they have been published to the people in the United
States, to a large extent, through the proceedings in Con-
gress, I trust the promise which is made in the Speech will
be redeemed at the earliest possible day, and that the papers
will be Iaid before us, not in manuscript but in printed form,
which I have no doubt the Government, according to its
duty, bhas taken order for, even before the commence-
ment of the Session. The rule I have just stated for myself
precludes me until these papers come down from considering
whether it is fit to engage in & disoussion of the sitnation,
I confess to some regret at the very faint character of the
language in which we are permitted to hope for an
adjustment. I observe that all that is said is that nego-
tiations are still in progress, and will, we may be permitted
to hope, result in an arrangement honorable and satisfac-
tory. That certainly is not a very great emcouragement.
I hope that the results will be even stronger—well, they
could not be weaker—than the statement, Nor is that
statement, faintly encouraging as it is, altogether without
some drawback. In another portion of the Speech, we find
that, expressly with a reference to the possibility of
the interruption of intercourse, and that necessarily
in view of possible retaliatory measures by the United
States, we are called upon to make an appropriation for the
construction of a Sault Ste. Marie Canal, and so the comple-
tion of the much-despised water stretches of my hon. friend
from East York (Mr. Mackenzie). Now, I said that the
Speech itself contained a reference of atopic which indicated
ihe importance of the removal of that blemish on the jubilee
year of the Queen, to which I referred, and the hon. mem-
ber for Albert (Mr. Weldon), in the observation which he
made, in many of which I am glad to be able heartily to
concur, a8 to the conduct and character and temper of the
United States, touched upon something which I think
deserves the least word of supplement, He said, and I hope
he was right in saying it, I believe he was right in sayingit,
that there was much dependence to be placed upon the com-
mon sense and just spirit of the people of the United States.
But, Sir, I would wish to remind him and all of us, that
independent altogether of the difficulty which is created
by the local feeling and the special personal interests of the
fishermen of the United States, and independent altogether
of that general feeling of a disposition to assert & supposed
national dignity, sometimes nnnecessarily, on the part of a
great power like the United States, there is always before
us this, that the sore with reference to Ireland creates a
body of public feeling in that country hostile not
to Canada because it is Canada, but to Canada because it
may be 8 means of humiliating and interfering with England ;
and, therefore, we have an additional reason for the hope
which I ventured to express as earnestly entertained by
one, and, I hope, by both sides of the House on this ques-
tion, The hon, gentleman slluded to the additional step
which we find has been for these many years designed for
the promotion of trade and commerce. We have been
going on since 1880 promoting our trade and commerce.

We have been told since the year 1880, Session after
Session, not merely with that spirit of optimism which dis-
tinguishes speakers who move and second the address, but
also with rather an extension of that spirit on the part of
hon. gentlemen eontrolling the affairs of the country, and
their supporters, that the extension and development of.our
trade and commerce were most satisfactory., Each
year we heard the same story. But one hon. gentle-
man has told us that in viow, once again, of possible
difficalty with our neighbors, an extra effort is now reguired,
and it seems that effort is to take the form of another de-
partment, | remember the last time when an increase in
the number of the Cabivet Ministers was proposed in Par-
liament. It was in the fall of 1873, in the Session in the conrse
of which you first made your appearance on the flooxs of this
House. You had not an opportunity any more than myssif
of expressing an opinion upon that proposition. Bat oir-
cumstances. to which I bope the state of feeling and the
harmony of the proceedings of to day would make it almost
unmannerly to allude farther, rendered that propositioa
the object of a promature death and of a silent barial. But

at length, fourteen years later, it is revived. I hope that
everythiog that can'be done for the promotion of our trade
and commerce will be done. 1 hope, however, that in pro-
moting our trade and commeroce it will be found possible to
combine the accomplishment of thit object which we have
80 much at heart, with the utilizat on of some of the exist.
ing light offices, so that we may not at the same time add

still further to the taxes and the expenses of the Govern-
ment. We have got & President of the Council, we have
got a Secoretary of State, whose official duties are very
light, I think. I said official duties. There are other
duties which I know the hon. gentleman who shakes his
own head—and shakes his head for the hon. Seoretary of
State a&s well—performs, that are very onerous, very
onerous, indeed, but I am not quite certain that the character
of those daties is sach as ought to induce this House to
agree to the creation of & new Minister in order that the
present Ministers may have more leisure to discharge those
duties, Now, Sir, this appears to be the main proposition. We
find rome statements, more moderate than statements that
1 bave seen on former o:casions, with reference to the con-
dition of the country, statements which we will be better
able to analyze and discuss when we get the public dosu-
ments which are awaiting us, and on which I need not
trouble the House just now. Yuu have also a reforenee to
some proposed improvements, some small matters of admio-
istration, and very little else. It appears that it is intended,
in so far a8 Government business is concerned, that we
shall not have very mach to trouble us this Session. I
never read a Speech from the Throne which was leas prom-
ising of good things. The only plum, in point of fact, that
we are promised is 8 new Miaister, who is not, I suppose
to be 8 Plumb., Bat, Sir, as there is so little here, as we
are met here very late, and as consequently we are allde-
girous of getting to the real business of the Session, I pro

pose, as I said in opening, to follow the suggestions made
gome time ago on two otber ocoasions by the First Minister
and 80 admirably seconded, in fact, if not in words, by the
mover and seconder of this Address, not further to protract
my observations, in order that we may, a8 800n a8 we OaR,
enter upon the duties which we were elected to perfurm,

8ir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Itis quite evident that
we are a happy family, at all events to-day. Both sides are
agreed, both sides are shaking hands, metaphoriocally;
across the floor. ‘The hon. gentleman has extended his
favor to the Speech from the Throne, so far as to say that it
was harmless. He joined with me—he could not help join-
ing with me and with the Honse—in expressing himselt
favorably and eloguently as to the character of the speeches
of the mover and seconder of the Address. The whole
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House must feel that in the accession to their number of
the two hon. gentlemen Who moved and seconded the Address
to-day, the House has been strengthened, and we, on this
side in particular, are proud and happy that thore
gentlemen are reckoned among their number. The hon,
gentleman worthily compliments those two gentlemen ; but
he cannot check himself from making an unpleasant
allusion, which was altogether urcalled for. Why, Mr.
Speaker, we agree with the bon. gentleman who sits behind
him, that in all cases respecting seats, the members, in all
cages respecting the right to sit in this House, agree that
there should be no politics, there should be no partisan
feeling, that we should act in a judicial spirit, and
yet the hon. gentleman has shown by his sneer, in refer-
ence to two young members of this House, the member for
Haldimand (Mr. Montague), and the member for Queer’s,
N.B. (Mr. Baird), that he has prejudged both their cases.
I would ask the hon, member who moved in the case of
Queen’s cointy—when this House adjourns and when he has
a private and confidential conversation with his leader—to
give him a warning that it would be just as well to avoid
that kind of acrimony, and not so quickly show his par-
tisanship and desire to fight the battle too strongly. he
hon. gentleman, in his recollection of the past, speaks of
fifty years ago, and reproves the seconder of this motion for
speaking of those days as days of humiliation. Mr. Speaker,
they were days of humiliation to all parties, because it is a
greut humiliation for a country tosee, rightly or wrongly, the
people of the same race, of the same country, and subjects
of the same Government, flying at each other’s throats. We
were all humiliated in that regard. Thank God! those
days have long past. Thank God! there is no longer that
war of races. Thank God! we are all loyal subjects of
Her Majesty. Thank God! we can all look back and
respect those men who fought on one side or on the other,
for we know that there was a feeling of right and of justice
on both sides, that both sides of those who were drawn up in
hostile array judged they were acting rightly and conscien-
tiously, But those days of humiliation, those days of misery,
those days of conflict are now gone, and we, as the hon.
gentleman who has seconded the motion has truly said, can
Jook back with philosophy upon those unhappy days and
those wretched and mirerable events, The hon.gentleman
s%oke with some good feeling, and very proper feeling,
about one of the earliest exponents of political freedom and
of the earliest advocates of responsible government,and men-

i we can all remember how that honored statesman, when
sinking in this House under the weight of disease, and of
{ years of unbhappy circumstances, wag hounded and vilified
i by sore of the hon. gentlemen who cheered the leader of the
" Opposition to-day when he paid that deserved compliment
to the father of responsible government in the Maritime
Provinces. The hon, gentleman, referring to the fishery
question, said there has been a great deal of reticence and
but little ventilation of that great subject. Sir, there was
but little opportunity for ventilation. The subject is well
understood in this House ; the subject is well understood in
this country, The rights of Canada on that question were
ventilated years and years ago, were understood years
ago and were asserted years ago; and they were asserted
in this House, asserted on the statute-book and by the
protection of those lawful rights and interests along our
maritime shores and coasts. The negotiations going on
since must, of course, until something like a result is arrived
at, be kept from the public eye. The result so far has been
& series of negotiations, a series of interchange of views,
and we are permitted to hope that the negotiat ons will
result in an arrangement honorable to both nations, and
fully protecting the legal rights and interests of the people
of Canada. Bat in the present uncertainty of the negotia-
tions. and more than all in the great uncertainty as to
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whether, if a result is arrived at between the two Govern-
ments, it will be sanctioned-by the legislative bodies of the
two countries, especially by the Congress of the United
States, it would bave been unwise in the advisers of the
Crown to have used stronger language than has been in-
serted in the Speech. I quite agree in all that has been s&id
respecting the progress and development of our trade and
commerce; but I was not prepared for the sneer of the hon,
gentleman as to one of the modes which have been adopted
by the Government for the development of the trade
and commerce of the country. The hon, gentleman
ssys he hopes there are some other steps to be taken
than making a new departure. The hon. gentleman
mast know that from year to year the different Cham-
bers of Commerce and Boards of Trade of Capada have
been representing to the different Governments of the
country, have been petitioning and applying for the estab-
lishment of such a Department as is proposed, and for the
appointment of a Minister specially charged with the in-
terests of trade and the development of the commerce of the
Dominion. I have evidence of this desire from every great
city in Canada ard from every great commercial body form-
ed for the purpore of aiding in the development of trade,
and in obedience to this universal cry the Government
have resolved to establish a Department specially devoted to
those subjects. I am proud to say in thisHouse, T 4iii proud
to say it everywhere in Canada, that the establishment of a !
Bureau of Trade and Commerce is mot the only evidence :
this Government has given of its desire and of its success in

. developing the trade and commerce of the country. I shall

not enter into all the particulars to prove that, it is not neces-
sary in this House. The majority of this House explained
that fully to their various constituents before they became
their representatives, and the voice of the country has declar-
ed it in unmistakable terms. The people supported the Gov-
ernment at the last election becanse it had been true to the
material interests of the Dominion, because it had forwarded
all those material interests; and if Canada enjoys at this
moment & great degree of prosperity, if her commerce is
in a flouriching state, if her people are happy and contented
and are looking forward with great hope to the future, it is
in a great measure due to the judicious steps and the
pergistency with which the Government has pursued that
which is the one great object in & new country, the develop-
ment of all its material and social interests. Mr. Speaker,
I shall say no more just now, The hon. gentleman has
stated that the bill of fare is rather meagre. I shall noi go
so far as my late revered friend, Sir George Cartier, who
on one occasion said in this House that he would never be
satisfied till the only measure brought down by the Gov-
ernment of the Day would be the Supply Bill. Butin
consequence of the general elections taking place in the
beginning of the year, which could not be brought on
earlier because the rolls under the new Franchise Act had
not been completed in many parts of the country, and the
premature hurrying on of the elections would have excluded
very many of those to whom the Franchise Bill had given
the right to vote, this House has met later in the spring
than usual. I have no doubt that hon. gentlemen on
both sides of the House will be very glad indeed,
i considering that we have got a good body of laws on the
statute book and have got them in such a form, revised as
they are, that every man can understand them, will be
gratified and eatisfied at very little general legislatinn being
undertaken this year. I am glad to see, Sir, that the
amount of Private B:ll legislation of every form to be intro-
dnced this Session for the purpose of advancing almost
every industry in Canada, and assisting in the develop-
ment of our material and physical resources, affords a
strong evidence of the enterprise and prosperity of
the coontry and of the feeling in Canada that we are

in a prosperous condition, and that we are entering on &
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season of great deveIopmeﬁt and material prosperity and
Pprogress.

Paragraphs 1 to 12, inclusive, agreed to.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved :

That the said resolutions be referred to & Select Committee composed
of Sir John A.Macdonald, Sir Heotor Langevin, Sir Charles Tupper
and Mesers. Porter and Weldon ( Albert).

Motion agreed to,

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD, from the committes,
reported the draft of an Address, which was read the firat
and second time and ordered to be engrossed, and to be pre-
sented to His Excellency by such members of the House as
are of the hon. the Privy Counoil.

SUPPLY.
Sir CHARLES TUPPER moved:

That this House will, on Tuesday next, resolve itself into a commit-
tee to consider of & Supply to be granted to Her Majesty.

Motion agreed to,

WAYS AND MEANS,
Sir CHARLES TUPPER moved :

That this House will, on Tuesday next, resolve itself into & Commit-
tee to consider of the Ways and Means for raising the Supply to be
granted to Her Majesty.

Motion agreed to.

INTERNAL ECONOMY COMMISSION.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD presented a Message from
His Excellency the Governor General,

Mr, SPEAKER read the Message as follows :—

LANSDOWNE.

The Governor General transmits to the House of Commons an ap-
proved Minute of Council, appointing the Right Honorable Sir John
A. Macdonald, G.C.B., President of the Queen’s Privy Council for
Oanada, the Honorable Sir Hector Langevin, K.O.M.G., Minister of
Public Works, the Honorable Sir Charles Tupper, G.C.M.G., O.B,,
Minister of Finance, and the Honorable Mr. Costigan, Minister of In-

land Revenue, to act with the Speaker of the House of Commons, as |

Commissioners for the purpose and under the provisions of ihe Act
intituled ; ‘‘ An Act respecting the House of Commons.”

GovernMERT House,
Orrawa, 1ath April, 1387.

REPORTS.

Public Accounts of Canada for the year ending 30th
June, 1686.—(Sir Charles Tapper.)

Annual Report of the Department of Marine for the year
ending 30th June, 1886.—(Mr. Foster.)

Tables of Trade and Navigation for the year ending 30th
June, 1886.—(Mr. Bowell.)

Report of the Department cf Militia and Defence for the
year ending 30th June, 1886,—(Sir Adolphe Curon.)

Report of the Department of Indian Affairs for the year
ending 31st December, 1886,—(Sir John A, Macdonald.)

Report of the Postmaster General for the year erding
30th June, 1886,—(Mr. McLelan.)

Report of the Department of Inland Revenue for the
year ending 30th June, 1886.—(Mr. Costigan.)

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment
of the House.
Mr, BLAKE. 1 do not observe that the report of the

Auditor General has been laid on the Table. I presume from
the thinness of the volume presented by the Finance Minis-

ter, that the suggestion that has beeh made for some time
past of avoiding much of the duplication of these tables has
been acted upon, and that the real details are in the other
report, Therefore it is the other report which we want
but which we have not.

. Sir CHARLES TUPPER. The hon. gentleman has
judged atright, and that accounts for the great thinness of
the volume I have laid on the Table,

Mr. BLAKE., Too thin.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER, It will not be considered too
thin, I think, when it is supplemented by the report of the
Auditor General, which will soon be laid on the ;E.ble.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Surely, meeting here
on the 13th of April, we should have had that report long
ago. My impression has been that many of these reports
would be of great advantage to us, if, according to the ous-
tom of other countries, they were given to the ppblic, or at
least the substance of them, without waiting until they are
nine months after date. But it is an extraordinary circum-
stance that on the 15th of April, the report of the Auditor
General for transactions terminating on the 1st July
previous, is not laid before us, and that the Minister of
Finance cannot tell us when it will be.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I am sure the hon. gentleman
will be quite satisfied when I tell him that the one reason
why it 18 not laid on the Table, is that it may give him the
information down to the latest possible period. 1 have no
doubt that on Monday it will be laid on the Table.

Motion agreed to, and House adjourned at 5:50,

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Monpay, 18th Aypril, 1887,
Tur SPEAKER took the Chair at Three o’clock.

PRrAYERS,
SELECT STANDING COMMITTEES.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD, from the Special Com-
mittee appointed to prepare and report lists of members to
compose the Select Standing Committoes ordered by the
House on the 14th inst., reported lists.

Mr. BLAKE. There are a great many new members in
the House, and I think the House should have an oppor-
tunity of seeing the selections made, 50 as to save trouble
afterwards. There may be some changes required.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I maysay it is under-
stood among the members that I should not move the
adoption of this report today, and I find there are one or
two mistakes which we will correct quietly to-morrow.

REPORTS.

Report of the Auditor-General on Appropriation Accounts,
for the year ending 30th June, 1886. — (Sir Charles Tupper.)

Annual Report of the Minister of Public Works, for the
fiscal year 1885.86, on the works under his control.— (Sir
Hector Langevin.)

Annual Report of the Department of the Intorior, for the
year ending 1886.—(Mr. White, Cardwell.)

NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES—LOCAL GOVERN-
MENT. )

Mr. DAVIN moved first reading of Bill (No. 2) to
establish full representative government in the North.
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West Territories. He said : I hope the House will permit
me to alter the title of the Bill. The title here is rather
more descriptive of the Bill than I intended. The title is
“ An Aot respecting Local Government in the North-West
Territories.”

Some hon. MEMBERS. Explain.

Mr. DAVIN. Some hon. gentlemen degire that I should
explain. I do not know that there is anything to explain.
1 may say this, that we want complete representative
government, but not full representative government.

Motion agreed to, and Bill read the first time.

PUBLIC DEBT.

Mr. CHARLTON asked, What was the gross public debt
of Canada on April 1st, 1887; also, the net public debt,
April 1st, 18877

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. The gross debt on the 31st
March, 1887, was $270,340,146.80, The net debt on the
same dsdte was $225,865,831.09,

LIABILITIES FOR PUBLIC WORKS.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT asked, What is the total
amount of liabilities for subsidies to Railways and other
purposes under existing Statutes ?

Mr. POPE. I would ask my hon. friend to let thatstand,
as it will take a little time to get that up.

Sr RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. I would be glad if the
hon, Minister of Railways would call the attention of his
Department to it, and get it in two or three days. These
stalements are all statutory, so there should not be much
difficulty about them. I also beg to enquire of the Minister
ot Finance, or whatever other Minister it concerns, what is
the estimated amount requmired to complete public works
now in progress chargeable to capital ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN, The estimated amount re-
quired to complete public works now in progress charge-
able to capital is $594,000,

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. That is for the current {

year, I suppose ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN, If the hon. gentleman
wants the details [ can give them now. There is $124,000
for Cape Tormentine, and then there are the other works ;
$300,000 for the new public buildings here, and the rest for
smaller works,

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Does that include the
Welland Canal appropriation ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. No; that is not in my
Department. &

8ir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. The hon. gentleman
will see that my question goes a good deal further. It
refers to all public works now in progress chargeable to
capital, which would include all the expenditure on canals,
&,

Mr. POPE. I will give that.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Gan you give it now ?

Mr. POPE. No.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. The hon. gentleman
will understand that what I want to get at is & rough
estimate of the sum total which it is expected te expend on
the Welland Canal and on similar works of magnitude in
which we are engaged.

Mr. POPE, It must be a rough estimate, especially in
regard'to the railways, because subsidies are granted and
in a good many cases are expired or are not called for,

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. If they are expired
you can deduct it.

Mr. POPE, Yes.

NORTH.WEST LAND SALES.

8ir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT asked, What sums have
been received for the sale of lands in Manitoba and the
North-West Territories during the ordinary year 1886 ?
How much from the 1st January, 1887, to the 1st April,
1887 ?

Mr, WHITE (Cardwell). The revenue received was for -
homesteads, pre-emptions and sales, $509,341.71; for leases,
$136,618.29. The revenue trom sales for the present year,
from the 1st January to the 1st April, was for homesteads,
pre-emptions and sales, $93,873.81, and for leases, &c.,
$26,199.66,

MANITOBA WEHITE POPULATION.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT asked, What is the actaal
resident white population of Manitoba, according to the
recent census ?

Mr. CARLING, According to the recent census in Mani-
toba, the white population was 95,455.

BOURINOT'S PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE.

Mr. PREFONTAINE asked, Whether it is the intention
of the Government to furnish to the new members of this
House, copies of M. Bourinot’s work on Parliamentary
Procedure ?

Mr. GHAPLEAU. It is not.

CLOTH SUPPLIED TO PENITENTIARIES.

Mr. BAKER asked, What is the contract price or prices
per yard paid by the Government for white flannel and
brown and yellow cloth supplied the Penitentiaries of the
Dominion ; the name or names of the contractor or con-
tractors, duration of contract or contracts, snd date and
expiry of same ? :

Mr, THOMPSON, At Kingston Penitentiary the price
paid for white flannel is 444 cents por yard; brown and
yeollow cloth, 48 cents. Mr., John Lazier has two contracts
which expire on the 30th June next, At the St. Viocent
de Paul Penitentiary, 40 cents per yard is paid for white
flannel, and 50 cents for brown and yellow cloth. Lama!ice
Bros., Montiesl, have the eontract, which expires on the
30th June next. At the Dorchester Penitentiary the price
paid for white flannel is 48 cents per yard, and for brown
and yellow cloth 64 cents. Thomas R. Jones, St. John, has
the contract, which expires on the 30th June next. At the
British Columbia Penitentiary, cloth and flannel is not
furnished by contract. The white flannel was furnished
hy Messrs, Lamalice Bros., the St. Vincent de Paul Peni-
tentiary contractors, at 53 cents per yard. No brown or
yellow cloth was furnished this year (fiscal year) to this
penitentiary. In 1885-86 this cloth was supplied by the St.
Vincent de Paul Penitentiary at 743 cents per yard. It
wag furnished by the St Vincent de Paul Penitentiary
owing to the fact that the cloth was wanted in a hurry and
before it could be procured by Lamalice Bros. At the
Manpitoba Penitentiary, 60 cents per yard is paid for white
flannel and 44 cents for brown and yellow cloth. The
Hudson Bay Comp!ny have the contract, which expires the
30th June next.

FLOODS ON THE RIDEAU RIVER.

Mr. EDWARDS asked, Have the Government taken
iany steps 10 enquife into the causes of the floods on the
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Rideau River, between the city of Ottawa and the Town-
ship of Gloncester, with a view of preventing a recurrence
of the same. If not, is it the intention of the Government
to direct the making of such an enquiry ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. The Chief Engineer of
the Public Works Department was, last fall, directed to
institute enquires into the causes of the flooding of the
Rideau. A careful survey has been made, and notes have
been taken respecting the breaking up of the ice, the area of
the flooded distriot, &c., and a report will be furnished in a
very short time.

REPRINTING BRITISH COPYRIGHT WORKS,

Mr. EDGAR asked, Whether it is the intention of the
Government to lay before this House this Session any meas-
ure of legislation for placing Canadian publishers upon the
same footing as American publishers in regard to the
reprinting of British copyright works, or whether it is
proposed to invite this House to address Her Majesty upon
the subject of modifying any Imperial legislation whioch is
restrictive of the powers of the Canadian Parliament respeot-
ing copyright in Canada ?

Mr, THOMPSON. The matter is still being considered.

HOME RULE FOR IRELAND.

The Order being called for resolutions on the subject of
the granting of a measure of Home Ruie for Ireland—(Mr.

Curran),

Sir JOHN AMACDONALD. 1 would ask my hou. friend,
seeing there are a good many members away, who desired
to be present when this question comes up, to fix another
and an early day for the discussion of this matter. I would
suggest Wednesday or Thursday.

Mr. CURRAN, Thursday.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved :

That the said Resolutions be the first Order of the Day on Thursday
next,

Motion agreed to.

FRANCHISE ACT—COSTS OF VOTERS LISTs.
Mr. LANDERKIN moved for :

A return giving the total cost of the preparation of the voters's list
under the Electoral Franchise Act in Oanada ; together with a detailed
statement of the cost in each electoral division for salaries of revising
officer, clerk and bailiff, and travelling allowance to each, if any;
giving also amount paid for printing lists, and showing to whom pai
in each division; the amount paid for advertising, rent of halls, ana for
every other service conaected therewith in each electoral division in
the Dominion of Canada. .

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I would like to call the atten-
tion of my hon. friend to the fact that he will find a:most
all the information asked for in this motion in the report of
the Auditor General, which has just been laid upon the
Table of the House and I would ask him to saliow this
motion to stand until he hus examined that report, and
then he may move for anything in addition he requires.
The great bulk of the information will be found in that
report.

Mr. LANDERKIN. I dare say that will be satisfactory.
I hope that the information is given in detail, so that it will
be in & conveaient form ——

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I think so.

Mr. LANDERKIN. And that we can get at it with. |
out much search and examination. It appears to be the

order of the House that these papers stand, and I suppose I
must follow the example., Coercion stands too. '

Motion allowed to stand,

PRINTING OF THE VOTERS’ LISTS.

The Order being called for notice of motion (Mr. Innes)
respecting amounts paid for printing the voters’ lists, and
amounts paid to officials connected therewith,

Mr. INNES. As the design of this motion is similar to
that of the member for South Grey (Mr. Landerkin), which
has jast been allowed to stand, with the consent of the House
I beg to withdraw it.

Motion withdrawn,

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE CHARGEABLE TO
CONSOLIDATED FUND.

Sir RICBARD CARTWRIGHT moved for:

Return of the receipts and expenditure, in detail, chargeable to

the Consolidated Fund, from the 1st day of July, 1886, to the ist day of
April, 1887.
He said : By aclerical error the 1st April has been given for
the 10th. What I want is what is usually known as the ten
days statement. I also wish to add what seems to have
been omitted in the printed notice, that I want the usuaal
printed estimates of receipts and expenditure. The hon,
Minister will understand that I want the ordinary ten days
statement which is usually laid before us,

Motion agreed to.
RETURNS ORDERED.

Return in the form used in the statements usually published in the
Gozette, of the exports and imports from the Ist day of July, 1886, to
the ist day of April, 1887, distinguishing the products of Canada and
those of ovher countries.—(Sir Richard Uartwright.)

Return in detail showing the deacription and values of grain and
animal products exported from the Dominion of Oanada from ist July,
1886, to 18t April, 1887.—(8ir Richard Oartwright.)

8ir JOHN A, MACDONALD moved the adjournment of
the House.

Motion agreed to, and House adjourned at 3:55 p.m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS,
Tugspay, 19th April, 1887,
The SpEAKER took the Chair at Three o'clock.

Prayens,
REPORTS.

Report of the Department of Railways and Canals for the
year ending 30th June, 1885.—(Mr. Pope.)

Report of the Minister of Justice #s to Penitentiaries in
Canada, for the year ending 30th June, 1886.—(Sir John A.
Macdonald.)

LIABILITIES FOR PUBLIC WORKS.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Are the bon. gentle-
men ready now to give the information asked for by my
motion yesterday : The total amount of liabilities for sub-
sidies to railways and other purposes under existing Statutes ?
The estimated amount required to complete public works
now in progress chargeable to capital ?

Mr. POPE. 1 cannot give it very clearly or oxactly,
because & good deal of this depends on whether they go on
with the work., We have assumed obligations, by entering
into contracts, to the amoant of $3,268,000.

Mr. BLAKE. That is the amount for which you have
contracted, I understand ?
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Mr. POPE. Yes. Then there is besides that an snnual | motion of the hon. gentleman would not give us that infor-

subsidy of aliout $250,000. Then with respect to the canals,
the amount required W complete works on canals now in
progress will be about $2,000,000.

NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE PENSIONS.

Mr. DAVIN asked, Whether it is the intention of the
Government to introduce s Bill this Session providing that
members of the North-West Mounted Police shall, after cer-
tain terms of service, be entitled to pensions ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. That is under consider-
ation.

NORTH-WEST EXPERIMENTAL FARMS.

Mr. DAVIN asked, Whether it is the intention of the
Government to establish Experimenta] Farms in the North-
West this year.

Mr. CARLING. The matter is under consideration,
WHARVES AT LONGUEUIL,

Mr. PREFONTAINE asked, Whether the coutract for
the construction of the wharves at Longueuil, in the county
of Chambly, for the building of which a8 sum of $10,000
was voted by this House during its last Session, has been
awarded ? 1f o, to whom ; and why has the work not been,
as yet, begun ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN, The contract for the wharvea
at Longueuil was given to Messrs. John Burns and A,
Smith, whose tenders wore the lowest. The work cannot
be commenced until after the river is free from ice. It is
to begin shortly.

FRANCHISE ACT—COST OF PREPARING VOTERS'
LISTS.

Mr. LANDERKIN moved for :

A return giving the total cost of the preparation of the votera’ lists

under the Eiectcral Franchise Act in Oanada; together with a detailed
statement of the cost in each electoral division for salaries of revising
officer, clerk and bailiff, and travelling allowance to each, il any;
giving also amount paid for printing lists, and showing to whom paid
in each division ; the amount &)&id for advertising, rent of halls, and for
every other service connected therewith in each electoral divieion in
the Dominion of Canada.
He said: I have examined the report of the Auditor
General this morning, and, finding that it does not contain
the information I have asked for here, I shall be very much
obliged to the Minister of Finance if he will consent 10 the
motion passing, as we could theun get the information much
more fully and more conveniently than in the report of the
Anditor General, which does not give the particulars in the
different electoral divisions,

Mr. MILLS. Before the motion is put, I would like to
say that it seems to me to require some amendment, in
order that the House may get all the information they need.
The hon. gentlemen on the Treasury benches, perhaps, may
tell us whether the Government have decided what amount
they propose to pay to these revising officers. If the Gov-
ernment have not yet decided what amount these officers
are entitled to, it would be well for us to know what these
gentlemen claim, 8o that we may have some idea what has

mation, and that information it is most desirable the House
should possess.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. There are two notices of en-
quiry on the paper for to morrow, and [ think the hon. gen-
tleman had better let the matter stand as it 1s.

Motion agreed to.

SCRIP FOR SERVICES IN THE REBELLION.
Mr. DAVIN moved for :

A retnrn of those,outside the regularly enrolled militia force, who have

been recommended for scrip for services of whatever kind in the late
rebellion, either a8 Volunteers, Home Guards, Scouts, or any other
capacity.
He said: There are a few persons in the North-West—
not very many-—who are interested in the object I have in
view in moving for this return, and which I propose briefly
to explain to the House. If I confine my remarks to one
portion of the class for whom I speak, I think the House will
understand the necessity that exists for dealing with the
question. It cannot involve much outiay, and it is very
undesirable that there should linger any sense of grievance
among even a small portion of the people of the North-West.
On March 27th, i8s5, Mr D, L. Scoti telegraphed to the
Minister of Militia :

¢ Will you authorise enrolment of volunteer rifle or infantry corps,

and direct equipments to be forwarded forthwith ? Corps will be filled
at once.”

In answer to that a telegram arrived :

¢ Yes, authority is given to o-ganize company at Regina.
cquipment on the way to Winnipeg.”
On the 31st March, Mr. Scott wrote a letter to Lieut.-Col.
Houghton, asking for the equipment of his force, and say-
ing in that letter:

‘1 hope to be able to put them in a shape for active service by the
time the arms and equipments reach here.’’
Oun 11th April, 1885, Mr, Scott again telegraphed to the
Minister of Militia :

‘‘Has my company been placed on active service? When will uni-
forms be forwarded 7'’
On the 18th April the following telegram arrived, in
auswer, from the Minister of Militia:—

¢ Yes, your company is authoriged. Make requisition for equip-
ments.”
And later, from Lieut.-Col. Houghton, there came a letter
to Mr. Scott telling him :

** Y our service roll was duly received and forwarded to headquarters
in Qctober last.”
Now, Sir, this aompany was duly organized under the pro-
visions of the Militia Act. I have here, in the Canada
Gaaette of 11th April, 1835, a list of the companies duly
enrolled, and I find the Regina company called for actual
service. We have a battalion at Winnipeg, Manitoba, under
command of Lieut.-Col. Osborne Smith, a battalion at Winni-
peg, under commsnd of Lieut.-Col. Scott, M.P.,, the company
at Regina, Capt. David L. Scott, and I call the attention of the
House particularly to this last—a company at Birtle, Capt.
J. H. Wood. Well, the members of the company were
duly enrolled under the provisions of that Act to serve as
members of the Regina volunteer company for three years,
and were duly sworn in as such, The service roll of the

Arms and

been the actual cost of the preparation of the voters’ lists. | company is on file at this moment in the Militia Department

If the Government have

etermined what the amount here.

The company’s status a8 & volunteer company

should be, then they can say so; if they have not yet de- ! under the Act was afterwards recognised in the Militia
termined, I think the House ought to know what claim the  General Orders, as may be seen by the Canada Gazette of
revising officers are making in reference to compensation. | 18th September, 1885, where, among the corps which were
We know that these gentlemen place some value upon :released from service and disbanded was the infantry com-
their servioes, and it wounld be interesting to know what ' pany, Birtle, Captain Wood. The members ot the company, *
value they have so placed. Now, & return asked for by the we contend, are entitled to the bounty under Acts 48 and 49

Mr, BLAxE.



1887.

'COMMONS DEBATES.

17

Vic., chap. 73, because, although they were not in actual
service, in actusl conflict with the enemy, they were mem-
bers of the enrolled valunieer force, and were actively
engaged in bearing arms in the suppression of the rebellion.
If it is contended that the company was a home guard
within the meaning of the Act, 49 Vic., chap. 29, that Act
is not a contracting but an enlarging Act,and is not intended
to restrict or narrow the provisions of the former Act.
The expressed intention, as may be seen by section 1, is
to widen the scope of the original Act by extending its pro-
visions to certain classes who would otherwise be excluded,
as, for instance, the members of an irregular force. Now,
if we turn to 49 Vic, we find in sub-section A, in clause 1:
# Every officer, non-commissioned offieer and man of any irregular foree
raised by authority and actively engaged in bearing arms in the sup-
pression of the said outbreak, other than as & home guard for the pro-
tection of property at or near their place of residence.”
That clearly is intended to extend the provisions of the
first Aot and not to narrow them. But the Regina volunteer
force is not within that section, by reason of the fact of
having been duly organised and enrolled under the pro-
visions of the Militia Act; it is not an irregular force, and the
sub-gection only excludes an irregular force serving as home
guard. I call the attention of the House to the Birtle com-
pany. That company is found mentioned in the Canada
Gazette of April 11. It is also found again in the Canada
Glagette ot September 18, side by side with the Regina com-
pany. But that company, the Birtle company, received
the bounty, while the Regina company has not been
able to obtain it. The last letter that passed between the
Department and Col. Scott was a letter from the Deputy
Minister, saying that bouuty would not be given, Not
only did the Birtle company get bounty, but—and this is
the reason I have moved for these returns—it will be
found that persons who did not really belong to the regular
Militia got bounty, as, for instance, clerks and others engaged
in the transport service, Under these circumstances I wonld
urge on the Minister of Militia the necessity of dealing
with this question in u comprehensive manner. The expense
could not be much, and it is & very undesirable thing that
for the rake of a small economy there should exist among
any class of our population a sense of injustice.

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. The hon. gentleman has
brought before the notice of the House, in the most com-

plete manner possible, the question of how the scrip was.
distributed to those who took part in the suppression of the |

North-West troubles. The action of the Department of Militia
is altogether controlled by the Acts on the Statute-book,

or much loss of time. Of course it is quite impossible for
the Department of Militia to travel outside of the Act under
which the recommendation for serip was granted. If it were
considered that others should receive that consideration
whioch was acoorded to the regular militia foroe, then the
law would have to be ajtered to cover those exceptional
cases to which the hon, gentleman has drawn attention.
Outside of the regularly enlisted militia we could not con-
sider the claims of purely home guards, for the simple
reason that the Minister of Militia was not authorised, under
the Acts passed by Parliament, to consider such claims. How-
ever, if the hon. gentleman considers that the motion as pro-
posed should be adopted, I will bring the return down as
rapidly as possible, but I would ask him to consider whether
it would not be better to amend the motion in the semse I
have indioated, so that the names of those outside of regu-
larly enlisted militia who were recommended for serip
should alone be brought down. If this course were followed
all the information required would be conveyed without
much labor and loss of time, and the hon. gentleman's object
would be acoomplished.

Mr. DAVIN, I think the suggestion of the hon. Min-
ister is & good one, and will meet the point at which I want
to arrive.

Mr. SPROULE. While this subject is under econsidera-
tion I should like to say a word with respect to the
Macdonald Scouts of Moose Jaw, Application was made
last year and the previous year, or early and late last year,
for the same recompense to be made them as had been made
the regular militia. I understand the law would not allow
those scouts to obtain that compensation, and to meet their
case the law was amended last year. It was, however,
subsequently found that it would still not meet their case,
and they are now applicauts for compensation. I hope, if
any change is made in the law, it will be such as will enable
those parties to be compensated equally with the active
militia. They were engaged as police scouts, travelling all
over the country and performing very important duties—
duties almost as dangerous as those performed by the troops
at Batoche, and those scouts are, therefore, entitled to the
same consideration.

Mr. WELDON (St. John). Last year I broughtup a
matter relating to volunteers who were called out and went
to great expense in that connection. I refer to the volun-
toers of 8t. Andrew’s and St. John. As some hon. gentle-
men have spoken on behalf of some of the battalions in the
west, | hope the Minister of Militia will reconsider his

which the hon. gentleman has correctly quoted. The first Act ; decision of last Session with regard to the cases of those

which was passed authorised the Minister of Militia to recom-
mend the issue of scrip to members of the regularly enlisted 1
By a subsequent Act, 49 Vic.,, to great expense and privation in preparing to do their

militia force of Canada.

men who, although they were not actually engaged in the
conflict, or did not proceed very far on the way, were put

chap. 29, this was extended, and to that list of those who ‘ duty.

were entitled to scrip were added others who in the first
Act had not been provided for, in so far as related to receiv-
ing the serip whicg was accorded to the regularly enlisted
militia force. I am quite prepared to bring down, if the
hon, gentleman requires it, and to give to the House and
the hon. gentleman all possible information in connection
with that question, Bat I must draw the hon. gentleman’s
attention to this fact, that a return of those who under the
first Act wererecommended to receive scrip would be a very

Motion, as amended, agreed to.

SELECT STANDING COMMITTEES.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved:

That the report of the committee appointed to strike the Select Btand-
ing Committees, be adopted.

He said: I did not happen to be in the House when the

extensive one, and one which would take a great deal of time | motions were put, and I desire to make a few changes in

in preparing. I do not see how, even if such a return were
brought down, it would be of any value in conveying any

more information than the Act itself conveys, conpled with |
8 list of the regularly enlisted militia who took part in the !

suppression of the trouble. I think thatifthe hon. gentleman
waere to alter the motion so as to ask for a return ot those out-

side of the regularly enlisted militia who were recommended

to receive sorip, then all the information which the hon. gen-

tleman requires could be conveyed without much expense '
3

the composition of these committees, By a mistake of the
clerk the name of my hon, friend from Victoria, British
Columbia (Mr. Bhakespeare), was omitted altogether, where-
a8 on the list as prepared his name was on several of
the committees. I propose that Mr. Shakespeare shall
replace Mr. lves on the Public Acconnts Committee ; that
the name of Mr. McDougall (Cape Breton) shall be placed
on the Committee of Standing Orders; that of Mr. Mont-
plaisir on the Committee on Railways, Canals and Tele-
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graph Lines ; Mr.Wilson (Argenteuil) to repiace Mr. Smith
(South Ontario) on the Committee on Banking and Com-
merce ; Mr. Smith (South Ontario) to replace Mr. Wilson
(Argentenil) on the Committee on Agriculture and Coloni-
sation,

Mr, MILLS. I would also suggest the following changes:
That the name of Mr, Kdwards be substituted for that of Mr. .
Lister on the Committee for Miscellaneous Private Bills;
thatthe names of Messrs.Langelier (Montmorency) and Tar- |
cot be substituted for those of Messrs. Innes and Livingston
on the Committee on Standing Orders; that ihe name of
Mr. Ellis be substituted for that of Mr. Trow on the Com-
mittee on Public Accounts; that the names of Messrs. Fiset,
Flyon and Turcot be substituted for those of Messrs. Charl-
ton, Innes and McMullen on the Committee on Banking
and Commerce ; and that the name ot Mr. Innes be substi-
tuted for that of Mr, Turcot on the Committee on Agricu!l-

ture and Colonisation.

Sir HECTGR LANGEVIN. As I understand that it
is necessary to move a separate motion in order that these
amendments be made, I beg to move that the changes refer-
red to by the right hon. gentleman and the hon. member
for Bothwell (Mr. Mills) be made.

Motion agreed to, the said committees being composed as
follows :—

No.1.—ON PRIVILEGES AND ELEOTIONS,
Messieurs
Amyot, Girouard, Mills (Bothwell),
Barron, Hall, Moncreiff,
Beaunsoleil, Ives, Mulock,
Blake, Kirkpatrick, Patterson (Essex),
Oaron, Langelier (Quebec),  Préfontaine,
Casgrain, Langevin, Riopel,
Chapleau, Laurier, Royal,
Colby, Lister, Temple,
Costigan, Macdonald (Sir John), Thompson,
Curran, Mackenzie, Tupper (Cumberland),
Davies, McCarthy, Weldon (Albert),
Desaulniers, McDonald (Victoria), Weldon (St. John), and
Desjardins, McIntyre, Wkite (Cardwell).—40.
Edgar,
No. 2—ON EXPIRING LAWS.
Meesieurs
Armstrong, Doyon, Livingston,
Audet, Duchesnay, Mclntyre,
Cameron, Freeman, Perley (Assiniboia),
Campbell (Renfrew), Gauthier, Putnam,
Coughlin, Guillet, Robertson (Hastings),
Couture, Hale, Ste. Marie,
Daly, Hesson, Tyrwhitt,
Daoust, Labrosse, ard, and
De Bt. Qeorges, Lang, Yeo.—27.
No. 3.—ON RAILWAYS, CANALS AND TELEGRAPH LINES.
Messieurs
Amyot, Figher, Patterson (Esgex),
Ar_mstran%, Foster, Perley (Assiniboia),
Bain §Son a.nger:g. Gaudet, Perley (Ottawa),
Bain (Wentworth), Gauthier, Perry,
Barron, Geoffrion, Pope,
Beausoleil, Gillmor, Porter,
Béchard, Girouard, Préfontaire,
Bergeron, Godbout, Purcell,
Bergin, Gordon, Riopel,
roier, Granbois, Robertson gﬂasﬁngs),
ake, Guay, Robertson (Shelburne),
Borden, Guilbault, Robillard,
Bourassa, Hale, Ross,
Bowell, Hsﬁgart, Royal,
Bowman, Hall, Rykert,
Boyle, Hesson, Bearth,
Brown, Hickey, Scriver,
ryson, Holton, Shakespeare,
Sir JoEN A, MAoDONALD.

Burdett, Innes, Shanly,
Burns, Ives, Skinner,
QCameron, Joncas, BSmsl],
Campbell (Kent), Jones, Smith (Montreal),
Campbell (Renfrew), Kenny, Sproule,

- Cargill, Kirkpatrick, Stevenson,
Carling, . Labelle, Sutherland,
Osron, Landerkin, Taylor,
Casey, Landry, Temple,
Casgrain, Langelier (Quebec), Thérien,
Chapleau, Langevin, Thompson,
Charlton, Laurier, Tisdale,
Choquette, Lavergne, Trow,
Cimon, Lister, Tupper (Qumberland),
Clayes, Livingston, Tupper (Pictou),
Cockburn, Macdonald (Sir John), Vanasse,
Colby, Mackenzie, Waldie,
Cook, McOarthy, Wallace,
Costigan, McDougald éPictou), Watson,
Coursol, McDougall (0. Breton), Weldon (Albert),
Couture, McGreevy, Weldon (8t. John),
QCarran, Mclntyre, White (Cardwell),
Davies, McKay, White (Renfrew),
Davis, McKeen, Wilmot,
Dawson, McMillan (Vaudreunil), Wilson (Argenteuil),
De 8t Georges, ¥cMullen, Wilson (Elgin),
Deejardins, Mills (Annapolis), Wilson (Lennox),
Dessaint, Mills (Bothwell), Wood (Brockville),
Edgar, Mitchell, Wood (Westmoreland),
Ferguson (Leeds & Gr,),Montague, Wright, and
Ferguson (Welland),  Mulock, Yeo.—147,

No. 4.—ON MISCELLANEOUS PRIVATE BILLS.

Amyot,
Armstrong,
Andet,
Barron,
Bell,
Borden,
Bourassa,
Brien,
Burdett,
Campbell (Digby),
Campbell (Kent),
Carpenter,
Caron,
QOasey,
Chisholm,
Ohogquette,
OCostigan,
Ooulombe,
Courso),
Daly,
Jaoust,
Davin,
Denison,
Edgar,
Edwards,

Messieurs
Eisenhauer, MecMillan (Buron),
Ellis, McMillan (Vaudreuil),
Geoffrion, Madill,
Gillmor, Mara,
Girouard, Marshall,
Guilbault, Moffat,
Hale, Moncreiff,
Hickey, Montague,
Holton, Montplaisir,
Ives, Mulock,
Jamieson, Reid,
Kenrny, Robertson (Shelburne),
Labelle, Robillard,
Labrosse, Scriver,
Landry, Small,
Langelier (Montmor'cy)Sproule,
Langelier (Quebec), Tupper (Picton),
Lavergne, Vanasse,
Lovitt, Ward,
McCulla, W

atson,
McDougall (C. Breton), Weldon (Albert),

McGreevy, Weldon (8t. John),
McIntyre, Wilson (Arg’teunil), and
McKay, Wright,—73.

No. 5.—0ON STANDING ORDERS.

po:
Ferguson (Leeds & Gr.), 0’ Brien,

Amyot,
Bergin.
Bouraesa,
Bowell,
Charlton,
Davin,

Messieurs
Bain (Wentworth), Ferguson (Welland), Paterson (Brant),
Bergeron, Gaudet, Patterson (Hssex),
Brien, Gigault, Perry,
Burdett, Gillmor, Porter,
Campbell (Digby), Gordon, Rinfret,
Campbell (Renfrew), Landerkin, Robertson(King’s, PEI),
Casgrain, Langelier (Montmor’cy)Roome,
Clayes, Lavergne, Smith (Montreal),
Ooughlin, MacDowall, Stevengon,
.Coulombe, McKeen, Sutherland,
Denison, Marshall, Thérien,
De St. Georges, Mille (Annapolis), ‘Tarcot,
Dessaint, Moffat, Wilmot,
Dupont, Montplaisir, Wilson (Lennox), and

Wood (Brockville).—45.

No. 6.—ON PRINTING.

Messieurs
Desjardins, Somerville,
Foster, Taylor,
Grandbois,] Tisdale,
Innes, Trow, and
McMullen, Vanasse.—17.
Putnam,
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No. 7.—ON PUBLIC AQCOQUNTS.

Bain (Soulanges),
er,
gzehsrd,
ron,
Be:g?n,
Blake,
Bowell,
Qarling,
Oaruwright,
Chaplean,
Charlton,
Colby,
Costigan,
Coursol,
Davies,
Ellis,
Ferguson (Welland),

Messieurs

Foster,

Gillmor,

Grandbois,

Hickey,

Holton,

Jones,

Langelier (Quebec),

Lister,

Macdonald (8ir John),
Mackentie,

McOarthy,
McDougald (Pictou),
McLelan,

McMullen,

Mitchell,

Mulock,

Pope,

Riofret,

Riopel,

Robertson (Shelburne),
Rykert,

Scriver,

Shakespeare,
Somerville,

Taylor,

Tupper (Oumberland),
Tupper (Pictou),
Wailace,

Welsh,

White (Cardwell),
White (Renfrew),

Wood (Brockville), and
Wood (West’'land)—50,

No.8.—ON BANKING AND COMMERCE.

Baker,
Beausoleil,
Béchard,
Bernier,
ake,
Bowell,
Bowman,
Boyle,
Brown,
Bryson,
Burns,
QOameron,
Oargill,
Qartwright,
Casgrain,
Cimon,
Olayes,
Cockburn,

Desjardins,
Dapont,
Edwsrde,
Eisenhauer,
Ellis,
Fiset,
Flynn,
Freeman,
Gigault,
Girouard,
Guilbault,
Guillet,

Messieurs
Haggart,
Haﬁ,
Hesson,
Innes,

Ives,
Jamieson,
Joncas,
Jones,
Kenny,
Kirk,
Kirkpatrick,
Labelle,
Landerkin,
Lardry,

Lang,

Langelier (Quebec),
Lister,

Lovitt,

Macdonald (3ir John),
Macdonald (Haron),
MacDowall,
Mackenzie,
McCarthy,

McDonald (Victoria),
McDougald (Pictou),
McGreevy,

McLelan,

McNeill,

Mallory,

Mara,

Masson,

Mills (Bothwell),
Mitchell,

Moffat,

Moncreiff,

O’Brien,
Paterson (Brant),
Perley (Ottawa),
Platt,
Préfontaine,
Pureell,
Reid,
Riopel,
go al,
ykert,
Scarth,
Seriver,
Semple,
Shanly,
Skinner,
Smith (Montreal),
Sutherland,
Temple,
Thérien,
Thompson,
Tisdale,
Tupper (Cumberland),
arcot,
Vanasse,
Waldie,
Wallace,
Weldon (Albert),
Weldon (St. John),

elsh,
White (Cardwell),
White( Renfrew),
Wilson (Argenteuil),
Wood (Westmoreland),
Wright, and
Yeo.—105.

No. 9—ON AGRICULTURE AND COLONIZATION,

Armstrong,
Audet,
Bain (Soulanges),
Bain (Wentworth),
aker,
Béchard,
Bell,
Bernier,
Bourassa,
gowmsn,
ryson,
Burdett,
Burns,
Qamorall (Digh
ampbell (Digby),
Oampbell éRentrew),
Carling,
Carpenter,
Caron,
COhaplean,
Chisholm,
Choquette,
Cimon,
Colby,
Coughlia,
Couture,
Daoust,
Davia,
Davis,

Me:sieurs
Dawson, Mara,
Desaulniers, Marshall,
Dessaint, Masson,
Doyon, Mitchell,
Duchesnay, Montplaisir,
Eisenhauer, -Paterson (érant),
Ferguson(Leeds&Gren.) Perley (Ottawa),
Fiset, Perry,
Fisher, Platt,
Flynn, Pog:,
Gaudet, Robertson (Hastings),
Gaathier, Robertson (King's),
Godbout, Roome,
Grandbois, 88,
Guay, Royal,
Guilbault, Ste. Marie,
Hesson, Semple,
Innes, Smith (Ontario),
Kirk, Sproule,
Labrosse, Stevenson,
Landry, Taylor,
Lang, Trow,
Livingston, ’{“grwhitt,
Macdonald (Huron), atson,
McMillan (Huron), White (Renfrew),
McMillan (Vaudreuil), Wilson (Elgin),
McNeil, Wilson (Lennox),
Madill, Wright, and
Mallory, Yeoo,—87.

RETURN ORDERED,

Copies of all applications made to the Government, and of all recom-
mendations made in relation to the position of Buperintendent of the
Chambly Canal; of the dosumert appointing the present incumbent of
that position ; with a statemeat of his yearly salary and of all contin-
gencies allowed him, and of the respective salaries paid to the two pre-
decessors of the present Superintendent.—(Mr. Préfontaine )

Sir JOBN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment of
the House,

Mr. BLAKE. 1 would like to ask when we may expect
the Fishery papers.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. I think they are ready
now.

Mr. BLAKE. They ought to be.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Yes, they ought to be
and I believe they are ready, and will be brought down in
a day or two.

Motion agreed to, and House adjourned at 3:55 p.m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
WEDNESDAY, 20th April, 1887,
The SreAKER took the Chair at Three o'clock:

PRAYERS,

REPORTS.

Report of Weights and Measures for 1886.—(Mr.
Costigan.)

Report of the Department of Agriculture for the calendar
year 1886.—(Mr. Carling.)

DOMINION LANDS ACT AMENDMENTS,

Mr. DAVIN moved for leave to introduce Bill (No. 3)
to amend the Dominion Lands Act. He said: I find that
on a previous occasion some of my hon. friends thought
that 1 was not suffiziently lucid and lemgthy, and I shall
endeavor briefly to explain the nature of this amending
Act. The first clause provides that:

In addition to the cases already provided for by the said Aect, any

person claiming s patent for a homestead, or for a homestead and pre-
emption, who hag completed the thres years’residence required by the
said Act on or before the 1st day of July, 1886, shall be entitled thereto
upon proving that he has erected upon h{s homestead a habitable dwell-
ing, and that his family have bond fide resided therein and cultivated
the homestead for six months of each of the three years as required by
section 38 of the said Act,”’
That provision has reference to persons who came in and
settled as bond fide settlers, but who found that, in conse-
quence of the bad seasons we have had for the last two or
three years, they could not remain upon their homesteads.
They accordingly left their families to cultivate the home-
stead, and they themselves went to work in towns along
the railway. This i8 merely a temporary provision; it
arranges nothing whatever as to the fature, and only does
a measure of justice to persons who, through no faulfof
their own, have been placed in & difficult position. The
next clause adds a rider to sub-clause 2 of section 43 of the
Act of 1886. It provides that:

* Provided that any person who has gone into the North-West Terri-
tories at any date between 25th May, 1883, and 2nd June, 1885, shall be
entitled to a second homestead, and may enter therefor on any day
after he has received his recommendation for the patent.”

That is only the merest measure of justice to the persons
who will be affected by it. I apprehend it will be found
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that it was by mistake, rather than by design, that clause
37 of the Act of 1886, seetion 43, as it appears in the Re-
vised Statutes, was inserted, cutting off, as it does, a num-
ber of persons from second homesteading, who were clearly
entitled to it. For what happens is this: A is entitled to
a second homestead, and gets his reeommendation on
June 2nd. He can obtain a second homestead. B is entitled
to a second homestead, but he does not get his recommen
dation until one day afterwards, although he may have
gone into the country before A, and yet B cannot get a
second homestead. It is to provide for such eases that this
clause of the amending Bill has been drafted, The other
provision is that :

‘' The extent of & homestead grant shall be {identical thronghout the

North-West Territories.’’
It is intended to provide that in what is called the Mile
Belt or in Hudson’s Bay sections, any man entering as &
homesteader shall not only bave 80 acres, but shall have
160 acres. I think that this clause conld probably be covered
by Order in Council, but there can be no harm in the House
affirming the general principle. The next clause provides
that:

‘‘Every person who is entitled to a second homestead may elect to

t:,kedtge land for which he holds a pre-emption entry as a second home-
gtlead.
That change will be very acceptable to a large number of
people in the North-West Territories, and it might be made
to apply solely to persons who came into the territories up
to say July, 1886, so as to not encoursge persons eoming in
to make arrangements respecting 320 acres of homestead
instead of 160. The last clause provides that:

‘‘Squatters who have settled prior to surveys on what proved to be

school sections,or Hudson’s Bay sections,or odd seetions, or any sections
not thrown open for homesteading, shall not be disturbed and shall be
entitled to enter for homestead or for homestead and pre-emption as if
the land so squatted on had been open for homesteading, and the
Governor in Council shall compensate, out of other lands, the parties
entitled to the sections so squatted on.”
I think that this Bill, if passed, will materially improve the
legislation in respect of Dominion lands, and I hope the
majority of the sections, if not all of them, will meet with
the acoeptance of the Minister of the Interior.

Motion agreed to, and Bill read the first time.

FIRST READINGS.

Bill (No. 4) to amend the Act 49 Vic., oap. 52, “ To pre-
vent seduction and like offences, and to make further pro-
vision for the protection of women and girls,"—(Mr,
Charlton.)

Bill (No. b) to amend the Act respecting Public Officers.
~—(Mr. McLelan.)

Bill (No. 6) to amend the Government Railways Act.—
(Mr. Pope.)

DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved for leave to intro-
dace Bill (No. 7) to establish a Department of Trade and
Commerce. He said: This is a short Bill providing for the
establishment of & Department of Trade and Commerce,
and prescribing the duties which shall be performed by
Such Departinent. As a Bill will be brought down to pro-
vide for the reorganisation of some of the other Depart-
ments of the Government, I shall probably ask the House
to discuss the whole reorganisation at the same time.

Motion agreed to, and Bill read the first time.

TERRITORIES REAL PROPERTY ACT AMENDMENT.
Mr. DAVIN moved for leave to introduce Bill (No. 8)

Bill would get rid of & difficulty which is found to exist in
the working of the Act, espesially in regard to the town
sites. At present it is 8 most expensive process to transfer
any property in the town sites, in consequence of the num-
ber of documents which have to be copied. Those docu-
ments are in the possession of the registrar, and the direc-
tion to him is to copy all documents for himself, whereas, I
think, that under the circumstances, an arrangement
whereby he be directed to make search and make a mirute of
the results of his search—he having the documents in his
custody—would answer every purpose. Such a provision
might be added as a rider to one of the clauses of the Torrens
Act. I call the attention of the Minister of the Interior to the
faot that, in order to make the Act complete as an amending
Act, it would be desirable that clauses should be introduced
in it that could only come from the Government. For
instance, the clause providing for an insurance fund seems
to me to require too much. One-fifth might properly, I
think, be changed to one-tenth, which would give an ample
sum, and at the same time would not press too heavily on
the people. There is one other thing provided for in this
little Bill, and it is this: that an attorney in the North-
West Territories may be appointed a registrar, As the
Act stands at present there are, I believe, only two persons
in the whole North-West Territories that could be appointed a
registrar—Mr. D. L, Scott, of Regina, and myself. 1 do not
believe that there is any other person who has been a
sufficient length of time at the bar to enable him to be
appointed. This is & difficulty which,I think, it is desirable
to get rid of.

Motion agreed to, and Bill read the first time,

FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF HER MAJESTY.

My. AMYOT asked, Whether it is the intention of the
Government to contribute: (1) by & grant of money; (2)
by & military demonstration or review, towards the celebra-
tion, in the several capitals of the Provinces of the Domin-
ion, of the fiftieth anniversary of Her Majesty’s reign ?

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. (Translation.) In answer to
the hon. member, I have the horor to state that it is not
the intention of the Government to contribute, by a grant
of money, or by a military demonstration or review, towards
the celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of the reign
of Her Majesty in the several capitals of the Confederation;
but authorisation will be given by the Government to any
battalion or military corps whose desire it will be to take
part in any demonstration which will take place for the
celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of the reign of Her
Majesty. :

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY—COMPLAINT
AGAINST EMPLOYEES.

Mr, CHOQUETTE asked, Whether it is the intention of
the Government to grant an enquiry in the matter of the
complaint made by Frangois C6té, of the Parish of St.
Thomas, against James Lavery and George Larchez, both
of them employed on the Intercolonial Railway, in the
Parish of St, Thomas, county of Montmagny ; and if so,
when? Who is to be the Commissioner to make the en-
quiry ?

Mr. POPE. It is not the intention of the Government to
issue & commission to enquire into this matter. Anything
of this kind we shall enquire into through our own officers,

UNLAWFUL MANUFACTURE OF WHISKEY.

Mr. GUAY asked, Whether the Government have been
informed that the manufacture of whiskey is being un-

to amend the Territories Real Property Aoct. Hesaid; This 'lawfully carried on in the vicinity of St. Sauveur, Quebec,

Mr, Davin,
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and whether they have taken any steps in consequence of
that information; and if so, what steps ?

Mr. COSTIGAN. ~ Itis not in the public interest that
any reply should be given to this question.

WHARVES IN PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND,

Mr. PERRY asked, Whether it is the intention of the
Government to repair, during the present season, the wharf
at West Point, Prince Edward Island ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. It is not the intention to
do so during the present season.

Mr. PERRY asked, Whether it is the intention of the
Government to take charge of the Cascumpec Wharf,
Prince Fdward Island, and to repair the same during the
present season ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. It is not the intention to
take charge of that wharf, inasmuch as there is one not far
from it which is under the charge of the Government.

WHARF AT ST. FRANGOIS.

Mr. LANGELIER, Montmorency, asked, Whether it is
the intention of the Government to continue during the
present year the works already initiated for the construc.
tion of a wharf in the Parish of St. Frangois, in the Island
of Orleans ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. I am not in a position to
give an affirmative answer to the houn, member to.day.

DOCUMENTS ON THE FISHERY QUESTION.

Mr, MITCHELL asked, Whether it is the intention of the
Government to lay before the House the correspondence
which has taken place in relation to the Fishery question,
a8 well between the (anadian and British Governments,
and between the British Government and the Government
of the United States ; and if so, when ?

Mr. FOSTER. The correspondence referred to will be
laid before the House on Friday, I hope—on Monday at the
latest.

Mr. MITCHELL asked, Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to lay before the House copies of instructions given
to commanders of vessels for the protection of the Fisheries,
as well during the past season as the present one ; and if so,
when ? .

Mr. FOSTER. 1t is the intention that copies of these
instructions, issued as well during the past season as the

Mr. CHAPLEAU. The salary has not yet been fixed.

Mr. LAURIER asked, Have any sums of money been paid
to Revising Officers in advance of their salaries on work per-
gormgd by them? If so, what amount up to the present

ate

Mr. CHAPLEAU. I would refer my hon. friend to the
report of the Auditor General, page 1795, I think. To the
11th April the sum of $44,000 has been paid on account of
the salaries of revising officers, .

DISMISSAL OF ODIAS CARBONNEAU, EUDORE
GAUMONT AND FIDELE PELLETIER.

Mr. CHOQUETTE (Translation) moved for:

Copies of all papers, documents, &c., respecting the dismissal of Odiasg

Oarbonneau, Eudore Gaumont and Fiddle Pelletier, all three employed
on the Intercolonial Railway: the first a8 telegraph operator at the
Chaudidre, County of Levis, the second as a section man at Bt. Thomas,
County of Montmagny, and the third as station master at Cap St. Ignace,
County of Montmagny.
He said: In making this motion, Mr. Speaker, I may be
allowed to make a fow remarks with regard to these three
dismissals, a8 I would like to know the circumstances
under which and the reasons why they were made. These
dismissals were made under rather extraordinary ecircum-
stances, some of them within a few days, others within a
fow weeks after the polling day during the last elections,
My attention was more especially called to them by the
fact that the newspapers published a correspondence con-
taining a letter from the hon. Minister of Public Works
which contradicted, to a certain extent, a letter from the
Minister of Railways which 1 have in my possession, and
which was addressed to my opponent, Mr, Landry, some
time before polling day. As regards Mr, Carbonnesu, I
will supgose for the moment that he was dismissed for
cause. If he was dismissed for cause, then I ask what was
the reason which caused him to be reinstated a few days
before the votation during the last elections, A few details
will give you a better idea of the long and short of these
dismissals, In the first place, [ see in Le Canadien of the
11th of April instant, under the signature of P. Landry, a
correspondence mentioning a letter from Mr. McDonald
dismissing Mr. Carbonneau, and bearing date the 31at of
July, 1886, the reason stated in that letter being that he
bad absented himself from his office for a few hours and
that he had previously been guilty of offences of the same
nature. Later on, Mr. Speaker, on the 15th of November,
1886, I see a letter from Mr. Pottinger addressed to my
opponent, Mr. Philippe Landry, and containing the follow-
ing words:

¢ Ag regards O. Oarbonneau, telegraph operator, coocerning whom

present one, 8o far as given to date, shall be brought down, ' yo4 wrote to me quite a while ago, it is impossible for me to do any-
and form part of the correspondence referred to in the pre- | thing for him, for the simple reason that he was dismissed after s

ceding question.

SEIZURE OF BRITISH VESSELS ON THE PACIFIC

COAST.
Mr. MITCHELL asked, Is it the intention of the Govern-

| minute investigation of his case, referred to me by Mr. McDonald, and

then by me to the Department. The u¢glect for which he was dismissed

was not his first fault "

Now, on the 6th of December, 1886, I find a letter signed
“ Hector Li. Langevin ” which is, I suppose, the signature

{ of the Hon. Minister of Public Works, in answer to Mr.

ment to lay before the House the correspondence in rela. | Liandry, and containing the following:—

tion to the seizure of British vessels in Behring’s Sea a.ndj
laces on the Pacific coast by an armed United States '

. . . | would stand any chance of being reinstated, I would speak about it to
Mr, FOSTER. This correspondence is being prepared, y

other
vessel

and will be laid before the House at as early a day as pos-
sible.

SALARIES OF REVISING OFFICERS.

yet been fixed by Order in Council? 1fso, when, and at
what figure ?

i doubl,

¢I have received your letter of the 2ad December transmitting to me
the letter of Mr. O. Uarbonnean, of Montmagny, and requesting me to
interfere in order to have him reinstated. If I thought Mr. Oarbonnean

the Minister of Railways, but really I do not see any chance in that
quarter It is true there has been no accidents, but the operator was
at fault. He should not have left his post, or if he left it he
should have made sure that somebody was left in his place.

‘41 do not like to suppose that the reason why he abgented himself is

| not the reason given by him, but all appearances are against him, and
! I know that in a similar cage the Minister of Railways refused to re-ap-

Mr. LAURIER asked, Has the salary of Revising Officers

point the operator.”’

Here then, Mr. Speaker, are three letters dated before the
elections, in 1886, stating that Mr. Carbonnean was dis-
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missed for cause, fhat he was not a good operator, and
refusing to re-appoint him. I presume that at that time
there was no signs of general elections, for when it was
thought that we should have general elections in January
last, Mr, Carbonneau wrote to Mr. Landry, in my office,
telling him that unless employment was found for him
before polling day, he and his family, who gave, I believe,
gix votes, always on the Conservative side, would vote
against Mr, Landry. Now, Mr, Landry transmitted this
letter to the hon. Minister of Railways who, on the 27th of
January, not long before the election, as will be seen, gave
Mr, Landry the following answer :— )

‘¢ Agrequested by your letter of the 8th instant, [ have much pleasure
in stating that upon enquiry of my chief officers, I find that Mr. Odias
Carbonneau is coneidered to be a very fair telegraph operator, and I
should be much pleasad to hear of his obtaining suitable employment.”
Thus, Mr. Speaker, ou the 27th of January last, the Depart-
ment of Railways said that they were informed that Mr.
Carbonneau was a good operator, that he was an excellent
officer, although before the elections during the months of
November and December last, Mr. Carbonnean was a bad
operator, had been dismissed for cause and nothing could
be done for him. Well, Mr. Speaker, for this change of
opinion I see no reason, except political reasons on the
27th of January, 1887. But what do wesee next ? On the
10th of February, 1887, a few days after this letter was
written, Mr. McDonald, the Superintendent of the Inter-
colonial, gave Mr. Carbonneau leave to go to Chaudiére
where he was employed by the Government, and naturally
his vote and the votes of his family were given to the candi-
date of the Government. And what do we see next? After
the election he was discharged, and the reason given for this
dismissal is the following, which I find in Le Canadien of
the 11th of April, 1887 :—

‘¢ The Chief Superintendent has refused to ratify your appointment at
Chaudiére Curve, and I am obliged to say your services are no longer
required.”’

Mcr. Speaker, the elections were over, the Government had
received his vote and the votes of his family relations, and
his usefulness was gone. Well, 1 have yet to learn that the
Intercolonial Railway, which is a public property, the
property of the Government, should be turned into a poli-
tical engine, and used on the eve of elections to create offices
and to obtain votes. In the first place, this appointment
was very extraordinary. One of two things: either Mr.
Carbonneau was dismissed for cause, or he was dismissed
without cause. If he was dismissed for cause, it was
excexdingly dangeious to re-appoint this man, who was not
a good employé, who had already failed to do his duty on
a previous occasion, for this incompetent officer might have
been the cause of collisions, might have been the cause of
endangering the lives of passengers., Consequently, he
should not have been re-appointed, if he was not a good
officer, On the other hand, if he was dismissed without
cause after the elections, the Government were still wrong,
because thoy had simply done an act of justice in re-ap-
pointing him, for I find his rehabilitation in the letter
from the Minister of Railways, and I say the Govern-
ment have wronged this man by dismissing him after
securing his support and that of his family. Consequently,
I desire to have all the papers and documents which
are in the possession of the Department, in order to
see whether, in the first place, this appointment was a
political appointment, and, secondly, whether his dismissal
was & political dismissal and was contrary to justice. As
regards the case of Mr, Pelletier, I do not know the
reason of his dismissal; bat the reason given was the fol-
lowing: It is that that gonileman, who has not even the
right 1o vote, bas the misfortune of belonging to an essen-
tially Liberal family. I desire thatthedocuments concern-
ing him should also be brought before the House. The
dismissal of Mr, Gaumont is equally extraordinary. This
Mr, CroQuErTE.

man has always been a friend to the Government; he had
always supported my opponent until the last contest which
took place in that county. He.understood then, I suppose,
that it was in the interest of the country that he should
alter his opinion, and he expressed his opinion against the
candidate of the Government, He was threatened at once
and was told that if he persisted in his determination he,
would be dismissed. In spite of that, Mr. Speaker, he
voted against the Government. I[n order to find a
reason to dismiss him, the revising officer, with the
foreman of the St. Thomas section, called upon Mr. Gau-
mont and asked him to go and see some of his political
friends in order to obtain trom them declarations to the
effect that they might have received money for their votes.
Mr. Gaumont answered that he was neither a traitor nor a
spy, and he refused to stoop to the low work which he was
asked to do. Two days after the voting there was a
report of insubordination against him and he was dismissed.
Well, Mr, Speaker, I again ask whether the Intercolonial
Railway is a political engine, or if it ought to be managed
according to justice and in the interests of the ppblie? I
move that these papers be brought down, and when they
are before the Hoase we will be enabled to see what were
the reasons which have brought about these dismissals,
which, at the present, certainly appear unjust and arbitrary.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. (Translation.) Mr. Speaker,
I must tell the hon. gentlemau that it would probably have
been better for him to have waited until the papers were
brought before the House before discussing the question.
The papers not being before the House, it is impossible to
appreciate the position in which were placed the three indi-
viduals whose names were given by the hon. gentleman in
his motion. Consequently I will not now discuss the ques-
tion whether any one of these gentlemen has been dismissed
without sufficient cause, and I am satisfied that the House
will withhold their judgment on this question until the
papers are laid on the Table. I may say, Mr. Speaker,
that we have no objection to bring down ihese papers and
they will be laid before the House as soon as copied.

Motion agreed to.
FOREIGN REPRINTS.
Mr. EDGAR moved for :

Statement showing all sums collected since 1st October, 1868, under
the provisions of Statates and Orders in Council in that behalf, as duty
on foreign reprints of British copyright works, giving the amounts so
collected upon each copyright work, and showing the amounts remitted
in each year to the Imperial Government for payment out to those
beneficially interested in the copyright of such works.

He said : As I was informed the other day by tho hon.
the Minister of Justice, in reply to a question 1 put in the
House, that the question of legislation on the subjact of
copyright laws was still under the consideration of the
Government, I think it but right to try and get, for the in-
formation of the House, all the papers I can upon that im-
portant question. There i3 no doubt that a great boon
was conferred upon the Canadian public—or, at least, the
Canadian reading public—when the Imperial Government
arranged some years ago that American or foreign reprints
could be introduced and sold in Canada upon paying an
anthor’s tax of 12 per cent. ad valorem. 1 am very much
afraid that the authors have not appreciated that to a large
extent, and have received, so far, very little recompense
from the large number of American reprints of British
copyright works that come into Canada every yoar. I am
sure that nobody advocates, and that the people would not
tolerate, any proposal to do away with the right of intro--
ducing into Canada reprints of English copyright works,
but I am sure thap no interest would suffer if the Canadian
publishers were put upon the same footing as American
publishers in the publishing and selling of English copy-
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right works, It seems an extraordinary anomaly that the
law should stand us it has for s0 many years, and that
Canadian publishers cannot publish in Canada what Ameri-
cans can publish and serd to Canada to be sold here, If the
law should be altered, a8 I hope it will be this Session, so
as to make the change I suggest, it would be greatly in the
interest of the Canadian public and of the Canadian pub-
lishers. The former would have competition with the
American reprints, and the latter the opportunity of doing
a very large business which they are now debarred from
doing. 1t would also be very advantageous to the English
authors, who would get more of the author’s tax than they
are now getting for their works,

Mr. BOWELL. There is no objection to the adoption of
the motion, I may point out that some of the information
it is imporsible for us o give. We can bring down the
amount collected upon these copyrights, and the amount
transmitted to the Imperial Government to be paid to the
different authors, but there are no records in the Depart-
ment to show the names of the works, or of the authors of
the works, upon which these duties have been paid. The
practice in the past has been that each port makes a return
to the Department of the amount collected, with the names
of the works upon which it has been collected, and these
returns are, with the amount collected, transmitted to the
Imperial Government. Such information as we can give,
we will bring down as early as possible,

Motion agreed to.

TEA FROM CHINA AND JAPAN.
Mr. BOWMAN moved for :

Return of the quantity and value of tea imported from China and
Japan, and entered at ports or outports of British Ooclumbia, either for
home consumption or in transit, from the lst July, 1885, to the lst
April, 1887,

Mr. BOWELL. A portion of the information asked for
by this motion it is impossible to furnish to the House.
There is no record of the quantity of tea which passes in
transit through the country, The other information will be
brought down, Cars containing goods passing through the
country, upon most occasions, are simply manifested as
merchandise ; & car may, therefore, be filled with a variety
of articles which are simply passing through, of which no
record is kept. I make this explanation merely to show
why the record of all articles passing in transit through the
Dominion cannot be kept in the Department,

Motion agreed to.

PRIVILEGE—ELECTION RETURNS.

Mr. MILLS. Before the Orders of the Day are called, I
wish to bring to the attention of the House a matter of
privilege of whieh I think it is not necessary that I should
give any notice, because I believe it is always in order to
bring under the attention of Parliament a question affecting
the constitution of the Parliament itself or anything affecting
the privileges of this House, or of members of this House.
1 think it is only necessary to look at what has transpired

during the recent elections to see that the privileges of the

House have been invaded by some of the officers who have
been appointed by the Government as returning officers,
or py the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, either at the
instance of the Government or upon their own motion. It
is clear that we are having revived again, in & new form,
difficulties and abuses that we supposed had been corrected
by legislation in former years. There is no principle better
settled in the United Kingdom than this: that it is a breach
of duty on the part of any Minister of the Crown to
interfere with the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery
in the discharge of his duties in the issue of the writs.

When the Crown dissolves Parliament, and an appeal is
made to the country, the duties of the advisers of the
Crown are in that respect at an end, and the issue of the
writs is solely under the control of the Clerk of the Crown
in Chancery, without any interference on the part of the
Government or any member of the Government. It was
found necessary in this country a few years ago, in order
to put an end to the abuses—to the undue influence, which
was being exercised by the Government upon the people
in holding & general election—to adopt the law of simul-
taneous elections. If Ministers in this eountry had acted
as they do in England, if they had refrained from exercis-
ing an improper interference with a public officer in the
discharge of his duties, legislation upon that subject would
have been altogether unuecessary. But those of us who
remember the elections of 1867, and again in 1872, know
how those elections were extended over several weeks, how
the elections in those constituencies that were thought to
be most favorable for the Government were brought on
first, how the writs were issued 10 the parties authorised
to hold elections in those - constituencies before
they were issned in cases where it was supposed the
popular sentiment was less favorable to the Administra-
tion, Now, that abuse was terminated by the adoption
of the law of simultaneous elections. The power improperly
to interfere in such matters was taken away from the
Administration ; but we find, either by the improper infln-
ence of the Government, or by a notorious dereliction of
duty on the part of public officers, either in the constitu-
encies or at the Capital, that other abuses, scarcely less
serious than those intended to bo remedied by that Ast, are
again perpetrated. We know that the hon. gentlemen who
arenow on the Treasury benches repealed the law which
gave to this country, to some extent, the protection which
exists in the United Kingdom. The officers under whom elec-
tions are held in the United Kingdom are not named by the
Administration. Anciently, the mayors of boroughs and
towns were the parties to whom the writs were sent, and
the sheriffs to whom the writs were sent iu the shires
were not appointed by the Administration; and to-dsy
the parties are designated by law to whom the writs
are issued, aad under whose direction the elections
are held. Well, Sir, the hon. gentleman repealed, or,
through his influence, Parliament repealed, the law which
designated certain officers as the parties by whom elections
were to be held, and he has taken into his own hands
their appointment. If there ever was a case where it
was npecessary that great care should be exercised, it
was in the case when the Government undertook to assume
an authority which might give it an undue influence,
or power to exercise an undve authority, in the appoint-
ment of those officers. So far as I remember, there were
no abuses existing in this couatry under the elections
held by official appointees. In 1878, so far as I am aware,
there was not a single complaint with regard to irregular
elections, In the elections that have been held where the
writs have been sent to the sheriffs and to registrars, no
complaint has been made. These officers are responsible
to the public; they have other responsible duties to dis-
charge besides those with which they are entrusted in
holding elections. They are men who are trained, in some
degree, to the discharge of official duties; they are pot
liable to fall into the mistakes or to commit the blunders
that are committed by men who are appointed for partica-
lar purposes, without any official experience, who sre
drawn from obscurity for thedischarge of those duties which
the Government imposes on them, and who go back into
private life the moment the elections are over, to disappear
as officials.  Well, Sir, the Government has appointed, in
many cases, extreme partisans for the purpose of holdiog the
elections—men who were only known for their connection
with the Tory party, men who held offices as members of
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political organisations, and whose partisanship was the
only thing to recommend them to the Government
for appointment to those particular places. Now, Sir, we
know that grave irregularities have occurred; we know
that serious abuses have been committed; we know that
the law has been scandalously, flagrantly, violated by many
of these parties in the discharge of their official duties. But
the mistakes and wrongs that have been done, and the
illegal practices, are all on one side. The offences that have
been committed, were committed in favor of the Administra-
lion and against those on this side of the House. It would be
im gossible to instance a case where the rights and privileges
of Parliament have been more grossly violated than in many
instances connected with these elections. One would have
supposed that the scandulous conduct of some returning
officers in the elections of 1882 would have warned the
Government against the wrong they would commit in
persisting in the course which they had then marked out,
Baut, Sir, we find the same course has been persisted in, the
same abuses are continued; the same mistakes in the inter-
ests of the Administration that were committed before are
repeated again. We find that the returning officers in
many eases are simply political janissaries who were
employed by the Administration tostrangle those who were
supposed to be opposed to the Government. In fact, the
process of strangulation is carried on in the interest of the
Administration to & sufficient extent 10 give the Government
& certain amount of security, and the hon. gentlemen,
gerhaps, occupy at present their seats on the Treasury

enches rather more owing to the abuses that have been
committed in carrying on the elections, than to any confi-
dence that the public at large may have in them. Now, I
hold in my hand, so far as the Province of Ontario is con-
cerned, the dates when certain members of this House were
gazetted. We know that by the Act relating to contested
elections, section 9, the electors have thirty days after the
gazetting of a member to contest his election, if they think
proper. Now, what do we find? Why, we find these gen-
tlemen making haste to be gazetted. ~ We find the names
of members on the Reform side of the House withheld.
Why,Bir, if there were gentiemen on both sides of the House
mingled together, in this long protraction of the gazetting
of members, we might suppose that it had no political
significance. But we know right well when we find that,
in the first instance, members on that side of the House are
exclusively gazetted, and members on this side of the House
are excluded from the Gazette, that it is done for a purpose,
and it is the duty of this Honse to enquire inte the irregua-
larities of the proceedings in this particular, Sir, I find
that on the 5th of March there were gazetted: West
Hastings, Alexander Robertson, Tory; West York, N, C.
Wallace, Tory; Nerth Renfrew, Robert Campbell, Re-
former ; Frontenac, G. A, Kirkpatrick, Tory; Hamilton,
Adam Brown, Tory; Alex. McKay, Tory; Outaws, W, G,
Perley, Tory; H. Robillard, Tory; Kingston, Sir John A.
Macdonald, Tory. So oa 5th March there were gazetted
eight Tories and one Liberal. Then on 12th March: South
Simcoe, R. Tyrwhitt, Tory; West Northumberland, Geo.
Guillet, Tory ; Welland, J. Ferguson, Tory; Carleton, Sir
John A, Macdonald, Tory ;—

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD, No; I am not a Tory.
Some hon. MEMBERS. Liberal-Conservative.

Mr. MILLS—North Middlesex, T. Coughlin, Tory; North
Renfrew, P. White, Tory; North Oxford, J. Sutherland,
Reformer; Centre Toronto, G. R. R. Cockburn, Tory ; Hast
Bruce, Heury Cargill,Tory ; North Brace, A. McNeill, Tory ;
North Vietoria, J. A. Barron, Reformer; Lincoln, J, C.
%tvykert, Tory; London, J. Carling, Tory; South Grenville,

. Shanly, Tory; South Lanark, J. G. Haggart, Tory;
South Wentworth, F. W, Carpenter, Tory:a%Vest Huron,
BObeit[r P&x;er, Tory; Stormont, D. Bergin, Tory; West
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Middlesex, W. F. Roome, Tory; North Lanark, J. Jamieson,
Tory ; West Durham, Edward Blake, Reformer ; Dundas, C.
E. Hickey, Tory; East Middlesex, J. H. Marshall, Tory;
North Hssex, J. C. Pattlerson, Tory; North Ontario, Frank
Madill, Tory; South Ontario, Wm. Smith, Tory; West
Lambton, J. F. Lister, Reformer; Hast Lambton, George
Monecrieff, Tory ; North Simcoe, D. McCarthy, Tory ; Brock-
ville, J. F. Wood, Tory ; Cardwell, Thomas White, Tory ;
Peel, W A. McCulla, Tory; West Bruce, Edward Blake,
Reformer. So on 12th March there were twenty-eight Tories
and five Reformers gazetted.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Too many.

Me, MILLS. On 19th March there were gazetted:
North Porth, S. R. Hesson, Tory; North Grey, James
Magson, Tory ; Lenpox, N. Wilson, Tory; Bast Hastings,

8. B. Burdett, Rerformer; West Toronto, F. C. Denison,

Tory; South Victoria, D. Hudspeth, Tory; Hast Durham,
H. A. Ward, Tory; North York, Wm. Mulock, Reformer;
Addington, John W, Bsll, Tory; South Waterloo, James
Livingston, Reformer; Monck, A. Boyls, Tory; South
Leeds, George Taylor, Tory ; South Norfolk, D, Tisdale,
Tory; Hast Toronto, John Small, Tory; North Hastings,
Mackenzie Bowoll, Tory ; East Grey, Thomas Sproule, Tory;
Haldimand, W. H. Montague, Tory ;—

Some hon, MEMBERS, Hear, hear.

Mr. MILLS. I observe that hon. gentlemen opposite are
delighted with that name. I regard that case as another
instanee of breach of privilege, and there will be another
opportunity of considering the propriety of that return.
So there were on 19th March fourteen Tories and three Re-
formers gazetted, On 26th March the following were gazetted:
Hast Simcoe, H. H. Cook, Reformer ; Russell, W. C. Edwards,
Reformer ; North Leeds, C.F.Ferguson, Tory ; Glengarry, P.
Parcell, Reformer; NorthWaterloo, J.E.Bowman, Reformer;
West Ontario, J. D. Edgar, Reformer ; South Perth, James
Trow, Reformer: North Wentworth, Thomas Bain, Refor-
mer; Halton, John Waldie, Reformer; South Oxford, Sir
Richard Cartwright, Reformer; South Grey, George
Landerkin, Reformer; North Brant, James Somerville,
Reformer ; South Huron, J. McMillan, Reformer; North
Norfolk, J. Charlton, Reformsr; Scuth Wellington, J.
Innes, Reformer; South Middlesex, James Armstrong,
Reformer ; Prescott, S. Labrosse, Reformer; Centre Well-
ington, A. Semple. Reformer; West Eigin, G. E. Casey,
Reformer; West Peterborough, James Stevenson, Tory.
So there were two Tories and eighteen Reformers gazetted
on the 26th March., On 2nd April there were gazetted:
North Wellington, J. McMullen, Reformer; East Peterbor-
ough, John Lang, Reformer; Kent, A. Campbell, Reformer;
South Hssex, James Brien, Reformer; Bothwell, D. Mills,
Reformer; Muskoka, W. E. O'Brien, Tory; East Huron,
P. Macdonald, Reformer. So there were six Reformers and
one Tory gazetted on that day. On 9th April there were
gazetted: for East Elgin, J. H, Wilson, Reformer; East
Northumberlaud, A. E. Mallory, Reformar; Kast York, A.
Mackenzie, Reformer; Prince HEdward, J. M. Platt, Refor-
mer ; South Brant, W. Paterson, Reformer; Algoma, S. J.
Dawson, Tory ; East Bruce, H. Cargill, Tory. This was the
second time Mr. Cargill had been elected. So, althongh the
hon. member for Bast York, Mr. Mackenzie, was elected on
the same day as Mr. Cargill, he was not gazetted until Mr,
Cargill had resigned his seat, been appointed to an office,
vacated his seat, if he held the seaf, and ran a second elec-
tion, if he was entitled to run again, and again elected. I
find in my own case that the returning officer made a return
in my election in Bothwell, on 8th March, and I was not
gagzetted until twenty-five days afterwards. In Kent the
sheriff of the county returned Mr. Campbell as the member-
eleot on 9th March, but he was not gazetted until 2nd April.
The hon. member for Northumberland (Mr. Mitchell)™
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informs me that he was returned by the returning officer
on 4th March, but he was not gazetted until 26th March, I
think the conduct of some parties connected with the elec-
tions was 8o highly irregular, so partisan like, and so utterly
inconsistent with everything like equality in election con-
tests,that it is most desirable the House should enquireinto
the conduct of the various persons connected with the elec-
tions; and with this object I beg to move:

That the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery bs ordered to attend at the
Table of the House forthwith with all the papers necessary to show in
each electoral district the date of the return made to the writ by the
returning officer in such eledtoral district, the date at which such
return reached his office, the date at which such return was gazetted,

and all correspondence between himself and returning officers in refer-
ence to the said returns.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. The hon. gentleman
rays that this being a matter of privilege he can bring
it up without notice. Well, perhaps he can, but, at
the same time, he onght to have given notice. The rule, as
generally ased, is applied to matters of privilege which are
of urgency—to matters which require the immediate action
of the House. I do not think that there is any urgency in
this matter, and, therefore, I think the hon, gentleman
ought to have followed the usual practice and given the
nsual notice, because I do not think any man has been
deprived of his seat in this House by any action, or want
of action, on the psrt of the Cierk of the Crown in
Chancery., We are all here, I think, in our seats in this
House; 1f there has been any irregularity it can be brought
before this House—if it comes within the competency of
this House—or 1t can be rectified through other tribunals,
if they are the proper tribunals, and the per«ons can be
punished, so that [ think the hon. gentleman ought to

have given notice. The hon. gentleman is not
in a very good temper. He has been abusing the return-
ing officers, the revising officers, the Clerk of

the Crown in Chancery, the Government, and everybody
else, Well, I am not surprised at his being a little out of
temper, becanse if there ever was a disappointed body of
men in the world, if there ever was a body of men who
thought they had got us at last, a body of men who were
deceived as to the feeling of the puablic with regard to
them, it is hon. gentlemen opposite ; and I take it that no
one of them was more disappointed at being relegated for

—I do not say how many years—to the cool atmosphere

which he is now occupying, it is my hon. friend from
Bothwell. And so it was necessary to abase everybody.
As 1 have said before on one occasion, when the sailor is
tied up to the gangway and is receiving the lash, he is
allowed to use what language he likes to the captain. He
can abuse him as much as he likes in consideration of his
taking the lash, The hon, gentleman is noi taking the
lash here, but he took it with his political friends at the
hands of that potent master—the great electorate of the
Dominion ot Canada. The returning officers, the hon.
gentleman says, are partisans, Well, they are partisan
because they returned us on this side; the revising officers
have hocussed the lists, because there was not a strong
enough body in the various lists in the Dominion of
Canada to change the minority of last Parliament
into a majority  in this Parliament. Therefore, we
can quite understand the attacks and the want of the usual
amenity of the hon. gentleman, in his speech on this occa-
sion. But the hon. gentleman says there was a great abnse
in our aliering the law; that before the law was altered the
sheriffs and registrars were the officials, that they were re
sponsible men, holding high offices, and that, therefore, they
were the right men to be returning officers. Well, they
were responsible men, certainly, but not responsible to this
House, nor to the Government of the Dominion. He states
that in England the sheriffs were usually returning officers,
and that they were not appointed by the Crown. Yes ; but
they :ere not appointed by any hostile bodies—hostileto the

Goveroment of the day. They were picked io the usual
way by the old and well-known process—the sheriff of the
county was sSelected and he and certain other persons
were the returning officers. The hon, gentleman says that
hefore the alteration was made there wis no complaint. I
deny that altogether, I say that when the sheriffs and
registrars were the returning officers, responsible to the Pro-
vincial Governments, there was no security for any member
—I do notcare on which side—if the Provincial Government
happened to be of opposite politics to a particular candidate. I
have no hesitation to say that there has been a most hostile
spirit shown, especially in the Province of Ontario, and I
believe also in the Province of Nova Scotia—a most hostile
spirit to the Government, who are Her Majesty’s advisers,
sitting on this side. I say it has always been 8o, aud never
more 8o than during the late elections, Isay that the hos-
tility of the Provincial Governments was marked, that
every individual composing the Provincial Governments
worked as he never worked before, in order to defeat the
Adminisiration, I say that it was as much as the office of
either a registrar or a sheriff was worth in the Province of
Ontario if, being a returning officer, the incumbent of that
office dared to be impartial. I say that the most open
threats were made by every member ofthe Administration
in the Province of Ontario against their officials —that they
were threatened openly and boldly, if they did not work
locally for the Provincial Goverament, and, in the Do-
minion elections, against the Conservative party, 1t was
notorious that it was so, from the Premier down to the
bailiffs of the Division Courts and the license inspectors
and commissioners. [ know how that was—that a Conser-
vative licensed victualler could not get his liceuse, or was
toreatened with the loss of it, unless he voted against the
present Government. It was a matter of eelf protection that
we altered the law and took away from the hostilo
Provincial Governments the right of selecting the return-
ing officer who was of necessity, for fear of losing his office,
bound to act against us. If we appointed the returning
officers, it was from the necessity of the case. The Domi-
nion Government are responsible to Parliament for the pro-
priety of their appointments of returning officers, as of all
other officers ; but the Dominion Parliament have no con-
trol whatever over the provincial officers, who have acted
with such glaring impropriety that no defence for them
conld possibly be offered, 1 suay, also, that the returning
oficers in the last eleotions were a body of respectable
men, [ believe they have performed their duties imparti-
ally, and if they have not performed those duties there is &
recognised tribunal fized by law to punizh them and to report
to this House the misconduct of any returning officer-—aye,
and of any revising offiver—who has committed any breach
of his duty. If the hon. gentieman will alter the word
“ forthwith” to ¢ to-morrow,” 1 have no objection to bring-
ing down the papers. I have only this to say, that 1do
not see what difference it makes whether an hon. member
is gazetted first or last.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Hear, hear.
SirJOHN A. MACDONALD, I donotsee anydifference.

Mr. MILLS. How came the hon. gentleman and all his
colleagues to be gazetted first ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. No matter whether it is
first or last, the partiesopposed to the return had thirty days
1o petition against the member, and if he is last in the
Gazette there are still thuse thirty days. The hon. gentle-
man says | was gazetted early. 1 was gazetted first, I think,
for Carleton——

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. No, for Kingston,

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Woell, I have a petition
against me there. I was not in any way protected by being
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early in the Gazetfe; here I am to stand my trial, and so it
will be with the last gentleman in the list. And so it will
be with the last gentleman in the last Gazette ; he will have
bis thirty days of anxiety. I suppose the only difference is
that my anxious thirty days are over, and the others’ areonly
beginning. However, I havenot the slightest objection that
all these papers should be brought down to-morrow.

Mr. ROBERTSON (Hastings). As my name was the
first mentioned by the hon. member for Bothwell as having
been returned to the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, I wish
to say that the returning officer of my riding is the registrar,
a Reformer.

Mr. JONES. The hon, member who made this motion
alluded to the Province from which he comes—the Province
of Ontario. The right hon. leader of the Government, in
the course of his observations, thought proper to refer to
the hostility that he assumed was shown towards the General
Government, not only by the Local Government, but by the
officials under their control, in the Province of Nova Scotia.
Theright hon. gentleman must have a very short memory.
Does he not remember that only last summer, while the
Local elections were in progress in that Province, we had a
visit from the hon. Minister of Marine, the hon. Minister
of Finance of that day, and the hon. Minister of the Interior,
who held public meetings throughout the Province, and
what for 2—

Mr. WHITE (Cardwell). The elections were over long
before.

Mr. JONES—They were there to endeavor to persuade the
electors of Nova Scotia to vote against the Liberal Govern-
ment of Nova Scotia; but, despite all their efforts, that
Government was trinmphantly sustained on that occasion.
Therefore, when the right hon. gentleman says that
the Administration were indebted to the Local Adminis-
tration of Nova Scotia for their hoatility, we can point to
that occasion; and we can go further back, because there
has scarcely ever been a Local election in the Province of
Nova Scotia, but we have been favored with visits from
members of the Dominion Ministry, The right hon.
gentleman said they also had the open hostility of the
returning officers. On that point, so far a8 my own county
is concerned, 1 beg most respecifuily to differ from him.
In the county of Halifax, in the Local election, the sheriff,
who was returning officer by virtue of his office, appointed
one-half of the deputy returning officers from
the Tory side of politics; and so fair was his
conduct on that occasion, that when the Dcminion elec-
tions came on last year, the General Government thought
they could not place the election in fairer hands,
and they sought to make a bargain with him. They sent
down and said to him: “ If you will give us one-half of the
deputy returning officers in the county of Halifax, and sub-
mita list of the Liberal deputy returning officers to & number
of our friends, we will make you returning officer for the
county of Halifax.” The sheriff said that while he was a
friend of ours, he purposed to carry out the law fairly, and
be would give them ome half of the deputy returning
officers, but he would ot submit the names of the Liberal
deputy returning officers to them for their approval, Under
these circumstances the election was conducted there; and
that cuse goes to show that the contention of the right hon.
gentleman is not borne out by the fact. But the subject
my hon. friend has brought to the notice of the House was
more strongly exemplified in the Province from which I
come than possibly in any other part of this Dominion. The
Minister of Finance, the Postmaster General, and Minister
of Justice, I believe, had their elections at the same time as
myself and all the other candidates in Nova Sootia ; but, Sir,
they had the good fortune to have sympathisers either in the
returning officers or in some of the officials here—which I

Sir JoaN A. MaepoNALD,

leave to be decided when the papers are brought before the
House. Their elections were gazetted on the 12th of March.
The certificate of my election was sent from Halifax on the
4th of March, and [ was not gazetted until fifteen days
afterwards. Now, everybody must admit, that the circam-
stances hardly justified those hon. gentlemen in being
gazetted so early. The elections were held on the 22nd of
February, the declaration is usnally filed six days subse-
quently, and the ballots are required to be kept four days
longer in the event of recount being demanded ; so that it
was barely possible for those hon. gentlemen to be re-
turned before that time. Bat it is easy to understand why
they were gaszetted go early ; because their friends supposed
they would have that much advantage over the other
members, some of whom were not gazetted until the 2nd
of April. They would have all that length of time to look
over the field of action, and decide what course they would
adopt. Therefore, 1 think the motion of my hon. friend
is a very proper one, That a grave liberty has been taken
with this House is evident, That the returns have been
kept back cannot be denied, for the Gazette proves that
hon, gentlemen who happened to be on the Government side
of the House were gazetted far in advance of those who
happened to be in Opposition. Such a state of things is
simply unbearable. The hon. gentleman boasts of
having been returned to the Treasury benches
again. Well, perhaps, that may form the sabject of
debate at a later stage of the Session. Perhaps it
would not be in order to-day to refer to the various causes
which have contributed to the success of the hon, gentleman
and his friends; but from the influences that were brought
to bear in the Province of Nova Scotia, and which we shall
expose before the Session is over, the public will be able to
se¢ whether the honest opinion of this country was fairly
expressed, or whether their return was not secured by means
which all honest electors in this country shonld condemn,

Mr. TUPPER. The hon, member for Halifax speaks of
gentlemen on this side of the House having very shor¢
memories. I am afraid my hon. friend’s recollection is
slightly confused, owing, no doubt, to the excitement under
which he seems to labor in consequence of the petitions to
which he referred having been filed in some of the counties
of Nova Scotia, notably in the county of Halifax. Now, I
may point out to him and the House as well, that this sup-
posed interference of the three Ministers with the provincial
interests of Nova Scotia and the Government of that Prov-
ince happened, strange to say, long after the so-called victory
for repeal in June last. I should say my hon. friend ought
to have recollected that fact, because, before they came to
that Province—

Mr. JONES. Did not the hon. the Minister of Finance
and the hon. the Minister of Justice speak in Halifax previ-
ous to the Lical elections ?

Mr. TUPPER. My hon, friend cannot get away in that
manner. I speak of the reference to the visit of the three
Ministers whom he pamed, the Minister of Marine (Mr.
Foster), the Minister of Interior (Mr. White), and the late
hon, Minister of Finance (Hon. A. W. McLelan), and I have
no doubt that the hon, gentleman well recollects their visit
and its consequences. Before their visit, the city of Halifax,
by a large majority, voted confidence in the hon. gentle-
man (Mr. Jones) and the party with which he is
identified ; while, after their visit, the city of Halifax
repudiated the hon. gentleman and showed by their votes
that, on second thoughts, they believed the views of the
three Ministers to be sound, and those of the hon, gentle-
man and his friends to be unsound and anworihy of
trust. The hon. gentleman has stated that the Local Gov-
ernment is childlike and bland in all these Dominion elec-
tions, that these elections would be fairly carried out un-
der the direction and management of officials acting under
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its orders. Let me point out a strong evidence to the con-
trary, in which the facts are already trapspiring on the
floor of the Local House. So excited are the friends of the
hon, gentleman from Halifax in the Local House of Nova
Scotia over the recent victory of this Government in that
Province, that, not content with having disfranchised many
Dominion officials, they have introduced a Bill, and have suc-
oceded in carrying it throngh nearly all its important stages,
disfranchising, in connection with municipal elections, all
Dominion officials and preventing them exorcising any
municipal rights. That is an evidence of the friendship
and impartiality of the Local Government of Nova Scotia,
and by it we can judge of the way in which they would be
inclined to carry out the law in reference to Dominion
elections. Further than that, a short time before the Local
elections in Nova Scotia in June last, the hon. gentleman’s
liberal-minded friends took from the judges the power they
previously had in regulating the appointment of sheriffs
and assumed that power to themselves. They appointed their
most bitter partisans, and at present their friends in
some parts of the Province are quarrelling over the distri-
bution of that patronage. The hon. gentleman has not
quite fairly stated this question, as it affects theadministra-
tion of the election law in the Province of Nova Scotis, and
I think the people in that Provinee will be rather surprised
to hear that there is no necessity for this House to guard
against an attempt on the part of the Local Administration
of Nova Scotia to interfere, and improperly interfere, in the
elections for the Dominion House of Commons.

Mr. CASEY. The right hon. the leader of the House
was good enough to tell us that my hon. friend from Both-
well (Mr, Mills) was out of temper because he was disap-
pointed as to the attitude of public opinion towards the
party of which we form a part, and that for the same rea-
son we all appear to be out of temper; and he gave us the
liberty of being out of temper, because we were so badly
beaten, Now, if we were to judge from the tone of the hon,
member for Bothwell and that of the right hon, the leader
of the House, if we are to judge by the temper expressed in
the two speeches, we must come to the conclusion, did we
not know which side has the majority, that the gentleman
who felt himself in the minority must be the right hon,
gentleman, since his speech was the worse tempered of the
two, He launched out in a most unmeasured strain against
the officials of the Local Government; he said they were
all men hostile to the Dominion Government, and therefore
not to be trusted to conduct the Domirion elections. Yet,
to correct this partisanship of the provineial officials, what
does he propose todo? Does he propose to appoint impar-
tial men? By no means. He proposes instead to appoint
men specially for the occasion, who, he knows, will be
partial to himself. He could not trust his candidates
before the country unless he appointed revising barristers
and returning officers known to be partial to himself and his
Government. On what does he base his argument? He bases
it on a very strong assertion. He is in the habit of making
strong assertions. He declares that open and undisguised
threats have been msed against sheriffs and registrars to
prevent them from acting impartially as retuching officers.
That is a sweeping assertion; but I challenge the right hon.
gentleman to name a single instance, in Ontario at all
events, where any threat, open and undisguised, or covert or
hidden, was used towards a registrar or sheriff to induce
him to act partially as returning officer. The hon. gentle-
man has traded for years in assertions without bringing
proofs to sustain them, and it is time for him to bring for-
ward some instance to besr out his present statement, or
retract what appears to be on its face, as far as we have
any evidence to show, a purely gratuitous assertion. He

the only returning officors. 1do not say that we were ab-
solutely free from complaint, but I do not remember any
complaint being made that a registrar or sheriff had favored
the Local Government at the expense of the Dominion Gov-
ernment durirg the time registrars and sheriffs were the
returning officers. The right hon. gentleman would
create a case for himself, which he has not at present,
if he would bring forward an instance of a sheriff or
registrar under the old law having aoted partially
against the Government of the Dominioun and in favor
of the oppesite party, at all events in Oatario;
but, Sir, after all these swaeping assertions, after all this
assumption of universal knowledge in regard to the motives
of sheriffs, of registrars, of looal governments and of loscal
officials, he wound up his speech by displaying the most
childlike simplicity in regard to the action of which we are
complaining to-day. He said he nould not see that it made
any difference whether a man was gazetted first or last,
that there were thirty days to intervene in any case. Of
course in the case of & young member of the House like the
right hon. gentleman, the suggestion may be pardoned, but
to the numerous gentlemen who sit behind him and have so
much longer experience than he has, it will be clear that,
the longer the time that elapses between the election and
the gazetting, the longer time there is for the opponents of
a member to collect evidence against him in order to apply
it against his return.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Hear, hear.,

Mr. CASEY. Yes, of course, my hon, friends laugh ; but
the conduct of every candidate will be investigated by his
opponents in order to see if there is any case for a petition,
and, if you give them plenty of time, they may find some-
thing against him.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Hear, hear.

Mr. CASEY. And that is why we believe the right hon.
member secured his being gazetted for Kingston at the
earliest possible moment, while he postponed his being ga-
zetted for Carleton to the latest moment. In Carleton he did
not fear the result so much, and it did not matter very
much, but having been unseated for Kingston before, he
thought it might happen agan, and therefore he secured
that he should be guazetted for Kingston at the earliest date.
If you take the time between the election and the gazetting,
and add the thirty days, you will find it is & long purgatory
through which every member will have to pass to expiate
the consequence of his misdeeds.

Mr. BOWELL. Oh!

Mr. CASEY. Itake thatback. Iknow thatword is not
pleasing to the earsof the hon. Minister. I will say the
period of probation. I withdraw the word purgatory. In this
cage, the right hon. gentleman has had to endure a much
shorter period of probation than the hon, member for Halifax
and many other hon: members of this House, and so he has
reason to thank the returning officer, or the Clerk of the
Crown in Chancery—I do not know which.—perhaps both —
who, perhaps without any instraction, shortened his period
of probation in that very risky constituency of Kingston.
I think, under all the circumstances, the motion of my hon.
friend from Bothwell (Mr. Mills) ie justified, and I hope the
House will pass it.

Mr. IVES. I was disappointed that the hon. member in
his epeech did not take up the Quebec list. 1 ehould have
been interested to bear him use the words Tory and Re-
former in regard to a large pumber of the members from
that Province. Is it possible that the hon. gentleman has
not yet been able to come to an exact conclusion as to how
some of the members from the Province of Quebec are to be

denies that we were free from complaint in regard to the ac- | classified, and is that the reason why he has not favored

tion of returning officers, when registrars and sheriffs were

' us with a classification.

He might have been able to give a
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{airer parallel in that Province where the disparity bstween
Tories and Reformers is not so great, unfortunately, as it is
in Ontario, than he did. I do not think it is much to be
wondered at that, in the Province of Ontario, where the
difference is 80 great there should be so many more Con-
servatives gazetted than Liberals. If the hon. gentleman
bad olassified the members from the Provinoce of Quebec
where there is less disparity, I think he would have found
that the number of supporters of the hon. genileman and
those of the right hon, gentleman are more evenly divided
in each issue of the Gazette. In almost ali cases in that
Province, as far as I know, the sheriffs and registrars were
appointed returning officers. In my own constituency, one
of the registrars was appointed returning officer. Heis &
friend of my: party and a friend of my own, and, notwith-
standing that fact, my name did not appear in the first list
orin the second list. 1 was not gazetted until the 19th March,
and it must be apparent to everyone that to have a friend
in the returning officer did not ensure a prompt publica-
tion of my pame in the Official Glazette.

Mr. BLAKE. It made an election.

Mr.IVES. The people decided who should be elected.
Reference has been made to the partisan action in NovaScotia
and other Provinces. We have had an experience in the
Province of Quebec which is something unique, and my
object in rising is to give the House the benefit of an
entirely new wrinkle, because I feel that it may be of use
to hon. gentlemen opposite if they have to work the
oracle again. ThePremier of the Province of Quebec issued
a circular to all office-holders instructing them to be perfectly
impartial, and not to take part in any election for the
Dominion. That was sent to every office-holder in the
Province of Quebec, but, strange to say, partiality was
shown in regard to a certain number of office-holders. When
it was made to appear to Mr. Mercier that & second letter
would be of use, informing certain office-holders that they
might forget the previous letter, that letter was written,
and those office-holders became the most efficient workers
and canvassers in the constituency in which they lived. I
had several of them in my own constituency, and they all
received that letter. The friends of my hon. friends oppo-
site said it would be well to advise Mr. Mercier to notify
certain office-holders that they would not be discharged it
they did interfere, and they did receive that notification. I
thought it well to inform the House of this, because the
Attorney General of Ontario may not have been inthe habit
of sending notices of this kind to one class of his officers
and not to the other.

Mr. BEAUSOLEIL. I am surprised that the hon,
member for Richmond and Wolfe (Mr. Ives) should have
referred to the list of members from Quebec, because, if it
is looked into, it will be found to be more outrageous even
than the Ontario list. On the 12th March the Gazette
contained the names of eighteen supporters of the Govern-
ment from that Province, and only four Opposition. On
the 19th March it contained the names of nine supporters
of the Government, and three gentlemen who have been |
acting in the past with the hon. gentlemen on the other:
side but have cut loose from them, Mr. Bergeron, Mr, |
Amyot and Mr, Gaudet. So that, out of thirty-four who
sre gazetted, we have twenty-seven supporting the Govern-
ment gtraight, four Liberals and three Nationalists, and'
I would like to know if there is any fairness in that.
On the 26th March fourteen Liberals were gazetted
and 1wo Conservatives; on the 2nd April we find,
eight Liberals and no Conservatives gazetted; on'
the 9th April ome Conservative, Mr, Joncas, was
gazetted. So those gentlemen had two weeks;
the start over their Liberal opponents to make the contes-
tation, Now, Sir, I am not surprised that the hon. member

for Richmond and Wolfe (Mr, Ives) should be so pleased ' to pronounce upon.

Mr, Ivxs.

with the returning officer in his constituency. We know
that there is a provision in the law that only one represen-
tative can hold a certificate and vote at one poll, and that
one represeniative should be the bond fide agent of the
candidate. Itappears that the retarning officer was pleased
to give to the member for Richmond and Wolfe something
over 200 blank certificates, so that 200 strangers were
registered in two polls, Of course an officer so accomoda-
ting with the law cannot but be satisfactory to the member
for Richmond and Wolfe. But I suppose that his opponent,
Mr. Greenshields, who was deprived of his right, has no
reason to be satisfied with the returping officer, nor the
Government who appointed him. The hon. member says
that the Local Government of Quebec interfered to & great
extent with the Dominion elections. Well, Mr. Speaker, I
happen to know a little more about that than the hon.
member for Richmond and Wolfe, and I can state as a fact
that the policy of the Quebec Government has been to pre-
vent the interference of its officers with Dominion politics.
I know for a fact that a gentleman holding office in the

. Quebec Legislative Assembly, and who ran as a candidate,

against the order of his chief, was discharged. I know that
during thelast contest in Gaspé there was a pressing demand
made upon Mr. Mercier to allow some of the officers of the
Local Government to take part in the election against the
present member for Gaspé (Mr. Joncas), and the answer
was that they were not to interfere, that the rule was
absolute, and applied to Liberals as well as Conservatives.
Now, fault has been found with the returning officers who
were registrars or sheriffs, In my county a Conservative
registrar has been acting as returning officer for the last
ten or fifteen years, and no complaint was made against
him,but he was discharged and another gentieman appointed
to his place who held no other public position. 1 do not
complain, because I do not think that I was ill-treated. In
the neighboring county of Richelieu, where the sheriff was
also a Conservative, he was commissioned to act as return-
ing officer and discharged his duty to the satisfaction of
both parties. It is a wonder to me why the Government
disregarded agood Conservative registrar in Berthier, who
had experience, and who had given satisfaction to both
rarties, and took a man pew to the duty, while they fol.
lowed a different course in Richelieu. Certainly I think
that gentlemen already holding official positions are
better fitted to be returning officers, whatever may be
their politics, than any partisan officer that the Govern-
ment may select outside of & responsible public officer.

Mr. KENNY. My bhon. friend, the senior member for
the county of Halifax (Mr. Jones), referred to the recent
elections in that constituency, and the appointment of the
returning officer, I may say that he is much more familiar
than I am with all that took place on that very interesting
occasion. I only arrived in the constituency some three
weeks before the elections, and was much surprised that I
bad been nominated as one of the candidates of the Liberal-
Conservative party. As regards the arrangements which
were made with the sheriff as returning officer, I do not
know what they were, I can only say that I have no per-
sonal knowledge of any such arrangements as those refer-
red to by my~hon. colleague. As regards the returning offi-
cer, it is true he was a political friend of the hon, member
opposite,bnt he was also one of the sheriffs who was appointed
by the judge, as explained by my houo. friend from Pictoun
(Mr. Tupper). The hon. member for Halifax has also
referred to the presence of certain members of
the present Dominion Government in the local elections
which took place in June last. My hon. friend must not
forget that those gentlemen were electors of the Province
of Nova Sootia, and that it was no ordinary question
which the people of that Province had been called
I think the gentlemen who sur-
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round my hon, friend will not be pleased when they find
he attempted to associate them with a certain section
of the party in Nova Scotia, or the whole party in
Nova Scotia, which assailed the very integrity of oar |
"Dominion. When such a disloyal cry as repeal was raised,
it was the duty of every man who had a vote in Nova
Scotia, whether he was in the Dominion Cabinet or not, to |
go to his native Province and do what he could to
quell that disloyal and dishonest cry. My hon. friend has
intimated that on a later occasions he will instruct thie
House as to the cause which led to, at least, one member of '
the Liberal-Conservative party being returned for that con. |
stituency. Ihave no doubt iL was a great surprise to my
hon, friend—perhaps it was, to use another form of words, |
a bitter disappointment to him. But I must remind him
that a few months previously, in June, in the Local elec-
tions, that constituency was carried—I will not say by the
Reform party, I decline to associate them with the repeal '
party in Nova Scotia ; it was carried by the party that sup-
ported my hon. friend by a large majority. Now, as .
regards the appeal to the people of the county of Halifax— |
and [ will confine my remarks exclusively to a majority of
over 1,000 of the county of Halifax, because I have not been
so long in public life as my hon. friend, and I do not pretend
to occapy the position in Nova Scotia politics that he does—
but I would say this, that I owe my position here to-day to
the popularity of, and the confidence which the peo-
le of Halifax have in, the present Dominion Government.
P want no better ory for an electoral canvass in my constitu-
ency than that of the National Policy and opposition to
repeal of the Union. I did not intend to address the
House at this time, and I almost regret that on tho first oc-
casion I have the honor to address it I should be obliged to
differ with my friend and colleague opposite, for, in Nova
Scotia—I do not know how it is in the rest of Canada—we
call each other friends although we differ politically, and
we never allow political differences to interfere with private
and personal friendship. Although my colleague and my-
self sit on different sides of the House, that is the position |
we occupy, and it is one which I hope will be maintained. |
Bat it would be doing an injustice to my constituency if I |
allowed the House to rise to-night without mentioning the |
cause to which I attribute my presence here—I attribute
it to the fact of my being a supporter of the Liberal-Con-
servative Government of to-day.

Mr. MADILL. The action of the revising barrister for
North Ontario gave great satisfaction, not only to the Con |
servatives, but also to the Reformers, So much was that
the case, that after the various sittings for the revision of
the voters’ lists, counsel on the Retorm side moved resolu-
tions thanking the revising officer for his impartiality,
making the statement that not a single decision given by |
Judge Dattnell had been questioned. So far as theappoint-
ment of the returning officer is concerned, that was deemed,
not only by the press on both sides of politics, but also by
the leader of the Reform party, to be a satisfactory one. [
am one of those whose names were gazetted on 12th March,
and yet my political opponents in the morth riding have
had every opportunity of ascertaining whether bribery was
committed on our side or not. My opponents, during the
thirty days that elapsed subsequent to my being gazetted,
held no less than two conventions of the party in the
riding, and after the second convention its chairman stated
to me that they could find no evidence of bribery or corrup-
tion on the Conservative side in the riding; that if they
protested the election it would simply be to refer the
matter to the leaders of the Reform party in this House,
‘because they imagined that the party might use a petition
against me for the purpose of assisting the party in other
constituencies, although there was nothing substantial
against my action or that of my party. So both revising

officer and returning officer were declared satisfactory by
the Reformers.

Mr. WELDON (8t. John). The hon. member for Hali-
fax, who has just spoken (Mr. Kenny), is somewhat in the
position which I occupied in the last Parliament—his con-
situency is divided against itself, My hon. friend near me
(Mr. Jones) is the senior member, he having obtained the
largest number of votes, I am happy to say the anomaly
which existed in regard to the constituency I have the
honor to represent has now been removed, and the consti-
tuency possesses a solid Liberal representation in this House,
Our returning officer was the sheriff of the connty. The
hon. member for Pictou (Mr. Tupper) spoke about the dis-
franchisement of Dominion officials. Possibly the enfran-
chisement of the Dominion officials in Dominion elections
was the cause of the present junior member for Halifax pos-
sessing & seat in this House, for I believe cvery one con-

- nected with the Lower Provinces, and aware of the posi-
‘tions of Dominion officials there, knows that the pressure

put upon them to support the Government is pushed to the
greatest extreme, and that applies not only to ordinary Dom-
inion officials, but to the large number of officials connected

' with the railwsys and the railway works belonging to the Do-

minion, So far as the Liocal Government is concerned, it is
felt that Dominion officials should be disfranchised with
respect to the Local elections, because they do not pay taxes
butare relieved of a large portion of local taxation and have
really no right to have & voice in provincial affairs. A good
deal has been said about Local Governments and their inter-
ference in Dominion elections. 1 can eay with rospect to the
Government of New Brunswick that its members oceupy u
peculiar position. As regards myseif and my collengues
we had the support of some members of the Local Govern-
ment, but the hon. member from Charlotte (Mr. Gillmor)
bhad u member of that Government canvassing the county
against him, and my hon. friend from Albert (Mr. Weidon)
no doubt owes his position to the assistance of members of
the Local Government. In all of the sixteen distriote of
our Provinee, with the exception of three, the sheriffs were
appointed returning officers, and I boliove there has not
been a breath of complaint against their conduct. In West-
moreland the sheriff was not appointed, but a gentle-
man who was a strong partisan wuas made returning
officer. But I will say, in justice to that gentle-
man, that I have not heard aoy complaint as to
the manner in which he conducted the election. In Sunbary
the sheriff was passed over and a violent and bitter personal
opponent of the late member was appuinted returning officer
in that county. In Queen’s, of which I do not wish to
speak farther, because to a certain extent the case is under
the judgment of the House, the gentleman appointed re-
turning officer was secretary of the Liberal-Conservative
Association. Wherever a person takes such an active part
as to become the officer of a political association, I do not
care whether it is Tory or Reform, he should not be ap-
pointed returning officer. In regard to the gazetting of
members from our Province, we find some rather peculiar
fucts. The Gazette of March 12th contains the return ot the
Minister of Marine, whose county is in the interior of the
Province ; also those of the Minister of Inland Revenue,
whose county is on the upper St. John, and at that time
almost inaccessible from the state of the roads; also that of
the hon. member for Restigonche (Mr, Moffat), whose con.
stitnency is on the extreme border of the Pro-
vince, near Gaspé, and that of the hon. member
for Kent (Mr. Landry). I am informed by the
sheriff of my county that immediately on the expiration
of the six days allowed he sent his return to Ottawa. The
returps from King’s could not have been sent earlier than
was the return from St- John, and yet we find the return of
the Minister of Marine gazetted on the 12th, while that of
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myself and colleagues was not gazetted until the 19th, We
find that while the Minister of Inland Revenue was gazetted
on the 12th March, the hen, member for Carleton,N.B.,was not
gazetted till the 2nd April,. and the hop. member for Char-
lotte is in the same position. Again, we find the hon. mem-
ber for Northumberland pot gezetted till 26th March. The
local position of the counties does not account for the dis-
crepancy, and unless the returning officers held back the
returns—and I do not believe those officers failed to do their
duty—they must all have been mailed pretty nearly at the
same time and arrived here on or about the same day. Then
the question is, by what right were they withheld from the
Gazette? It is the duty of the Clerk of the Crown in Chan.
cery, on receipt of the return, immediately to have the
member.elect gazetted. Every hon. member must feel that
we are all mighty glad when the term of probation—as the
hon. member for Elgin called it—is over, and the longer it
continues the longer we remain in a state of anxiety. For
that reason I think it is only fuir that the returns should
be gazetied as early as possible,

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. So far as the hon
wember for North Ontario is concerned, for my part I
readily accept his statement—as T am bound to do—that he
does not owe his return, at any rate, to any corrapt influ.
ences. My recollection of the mode in which that gentleman’s
return was secured is that, like not a few hon. members on
that side of the House, he owes his retarn to a certain Act—
facetiously entitled: An Act for the better representation of
the people—passed in 1322, under which my constituency
disappeared altogether, and mauy others, represented by
members on this side, were altered in & very romarkable
way. As for the kindness manifested by the right hon.
gentleman towards the hon. member for Bothwell (Mr.
Mills) it speaks for itself, while as to the contention of his
friend the hon. member for Richmond and Wolfe (Mr. Lves),
who does not appear to be able to understaund that it is any
detriment whatever to members of the Opposition that
8:xty days should be given to their opponents wherein to
collect evidence against their return, as against thirty
days, or thereabouts, in the case of favored members on
the other side, all | can say is thatthe argument did not strike
me as particularly logical. As I understand the intent of
the law, it is this: that there should be thirty days and no
more given fairly and equslly, during which, if evidence of
corruption or improper practices can be obtained against
any member, a petition can be presented ; and it is not just
or right or fair play in any sense of the term that by some
hocus-pocus, whether practiced by the Clerk of the Crown
in Chancery or by partisan returning officers, under any
instigation, that members on one side of the House should
be subjected to a mueh longer period of scrutiny than mem-
bers on the other side. Doubtless, Sir, the hon. member
for Richmond and Wolfe (Mr. Ives) can give wrinkles not
merely to members of the Local Governments, but, I dare
say, to members of the Government here, and if it be true
as suggested by the hon. member for Berthier (Mr. Beau-
soleil) that he owes his election largely to intelligent Amer-
ican sympathisers who swarmed across the border on his
behalf, I have mno doubt we shall have an opportun-
ity of deciding how far those worthy persons are en-
titled to act as agents for & Canadian member of Parliament.
As to those Gazette returns the matter lies in a nutshell,
Here are the facts in brief. On the 5th, 12th and
19th of March you have fifty Conservative members of:
Parliament from Ontario gazetted and nine members gaz.

etted on the Opposition side. Pure accident, no doubt—a

just proportion, no doubt. The other day—Isuppose I may -

be pardoned for mentioning it—the hon. gentleman on the

other side did not claim, I think, that he had a majority of

more than some twelve or fourteen in Ontario, and I do not

think that the proportion of fifty to nine, gazetted in three
Mr, WeLvoN (St. John).

weeks, entirely corresponds to the majority which even he
claims, no matter how obtained. On the other side, for the
other three weeks—March 26th and April 2nd and 9th, the
result was that twenty-nine Liberal members for Oatario were
gazetted against four on the other side, which seems to me &
rather extraordinary proportion. If this result has arisenfrom
any act of the officer of the Government here—the Clerk of
the Crown in Chancery—this House has abundant right to
know and investigate the facts. Practically a very gross
unfairness has been committed, as is apparent, I think, to
every hon. gentloman in this House, I know perfectly well
that it is a very serious injustice that one man should
be kept for sixty days or more exposed to the penal-
ties of an election petition, while another should only have
thirty days. Why, Sir, my hon. friend who bhas just left
his seat (Mr. Mackenzie) informs me that the return
from the returning officer of East York was dated on
the 3rd of March. My hon. friend was gazetted
on the 9th of April, the return being in on the 3rd of
March in the case of Alexander Mackenzie. At the same
date was gazetted Mr. Dawson, of Algoma, whose recount,
if my memory serves, was closed somewhere about the 2nd
of April. At the same time was gazetted Mr. Cargill, of
Bruce, who had time to run two elections and get gazatted
twice while my hon. friend was being gazetted once. Now,
these things may be the result of accident. It may have
come to pass by some mysterious fatality these fifty
returning officers appointed by the Government in these
fifty constituencies were so much more expeditious than
the twenty-nine returning officers who returned Liberal
members in making theirreturns, If they did, it isa
remarkable coincidence and it sheds some light on the
desire of the First Minister to act impartially and to give
us the benefit of returning officers who will do justice
between man and man. The hon. gentleman declares
that it was impossible for his Government to allow these
officers to be appointed by hostile bodies. I would like to
know if the Government of Qaebec, until a recent date, was
a hostile body ? Was the Government of Manitoba, until a
recent date, a hostile body ? I do not know whether they
are now or not; they are taking issue with the hon. gen-
tleman on some questions. And then he, of all men in
the world, declaims in bitter language against the hostility
of the Loeal Government of Ontario. Why was he with his
friends the Minister of Marine, the Minister of Interior
the late Minister of Finance, and the Minister of Jus-
tice, travelling about Ontario in palatial style, from one end
to the other, for & period of six months preceding the
local elections? What where they doing? TUnless I
greatly misrecollect his statements, there was hardly
an audience he addressed to whom he did not lay down
the position, with great emphasis, that the interests of
the country were bound up in the defeat of the Mowat Ad-
ministration ; he did his best to put them out, and it he did
not succeed the reason was that the Mowat election wae
conducted under an honest voters’ list, without a
Gerrymander Act, without being bedeviled by partisan
revising officers, If the truth were known it would
be found to be this: that the difference between the
votes recorded on behalf of my hon. friend here,
and those recorded on behalf ot the right hon. gentleman,
does not represent honestly and fairly the balance of poli-
tical opinion among the people of Ontario, but that they
represent the extent to which, by means of the Gerry-
mander Act, the Franchise Bill and partisan returning offi-
cers, it was possible to disguise and conceal the true senti-
ments of the people of Carada. Why, Sir, I know of a case
myself in which in one single county there was a difference
of thirteen or fourteen hundred between the vote on which
the election was conducted in Mr. Mowat's case, and the
vote under which it was conducted in the Dominion elec-
tions; six hundred or seven hundred left off in one case and
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six handred or seven hundrad put on in the other. In the
one case the voters’ lists were made by the people, without
the interference of Government, in the other ease by men who
were appointed at huge cost to vs—a cost of many hundreds
of thousands of dollars—for the purpose of producing a list
which, rightly or wrongly, by fair means or foul, might
enable those gentlemen to continue their career of mis-
government, Sir, there is another reason, and & very
grave reason, why it is highly derogatory to Parlia-
ment and to the interests of the people that a longer
time should be given in the case of making out the
return for the one side or for the other. There is no
doubt that the Government, when they appoint men
who, as my hon. friend has said, have been in some
instances officers of Liberal-Conservative Associations, are
exposed to very great temptation to approach, or to cause
to be approached, these men to induce them to do injustice
to Liberal candidates when there is a doubt about the ex-
tent of the majority ; and, Sir, unless I am greatly misin-
formed, nothing saved my hon. friend from Chateauguay
(Mr. Holton), although he had a majority of 354, from being
most unjustly deprived of his seat, except the fortunate cir-
cumstance that among the supporters of the Government
there were one or two hon. gentlemen who warned the
Government that they would withdraw their support if that
iniquity were perpetrated. Now, Sir, is it by accident that
fifty men are returned in two or three weeks for the Gov-
ernment side and nine for this side ? 1Is it also by accident
that the Government cannot point to one single mishap
which has befallen any ore of their supporters by reason of
the action of a returning officer ? I think, Sir, the country
will know how to judge both of the way in which these
Gazette retorns were made, and the reasons why they were
made. They were delayed for the double purpose, asl
judge, first, of giving an unfair advantage in the promotion
of election petitions, and next, in the case of many parties, of
giving time to manipulate the returns, which, according to
the statements made to us, there is only too much reason to
believe has been done in other cases than those referred to
by my hon. friend. You might as well tell us that it was
by pure aécident, after we had been told on the floor of this
House last Session that it was impossible for the Govern-
ment to have an election for Haldimand because they had
to see that it was held under the new voters’ list, that within
ten days, I believe, after the seat for Chambly was vacated
by the then member, we found that same Government—
which kept the Haldimand election back for six months or

" more, in order that the revising officer might do his work
there, and include the Indians of that county in the list—
burrying on the election for Chambly without waiting for
the revising officer there to complete his list &t all. These
are the reasons why we say gross injustice, if not deliberate
fraud, has been attempted to be perpetrated by some parties
in the Government interest; and these are the reasons
which have, most justly, in my opinion, caused my hon.
friend from Bothwell to bring this matter to the attention
of the House, and demand that reasonable investigation
shonld be had. Of course there can be no objection to the
suggestion of the First Minister that this matter should be
delayed until to-morrow ; that will not interfere with the
object of my hon. friend.

In being six o’clock, the Speaker left the chair.

After Recess.

Mr, FISET. (Translation,) Mr. Speaker, I was under the
impression that the hon. member who had the floor before
recess would take part in the discussion which was raised
by the hon. member sitting behind me. I think the hon.
member for Richmond and Wolfe (Mr. Ives) bas been
rather unfortunate in the comparison which he has made
between the Ontario members and the hon. members from

the Province of Quebec, on the mauner in which their
names have been inserted in the Official Gazette. The hon.
member for Berthier (Mr. Beausoleil) furnished him with
documertary evidence to the effect that if the Ontario
members had been unfairly treated the members from the
Province of Quebec were still more unfairly treated. With
your kind permission, Mr, Speaker, I will give the names of
the hon, members which were published at various times in
the Official Gazette. To bogin with, in the Province of
Quebeo, six members were elected by acclamation, and it is
easy to understand why their names were the first published
in the Official Guzette. I may be allowed to give their names,
they are Messrs. Coursol, Dapnt, Lagergne, Scriver,
Béchard and Gizault, Now, here are the names published
on the 12th of March, we will see to which category they
belong. ‘I'hey are Messrs. Bain, Hall, the Hon. Sir Heotor
Langevin, Messrs, Bryson, McGreevey, MoMillan, Ouimet,
Wright, Desaulniers, Guilbault, Audet, Daoust, Desjardins—
here, Mr. Speaker, I may be in error, and I hope the hon.
member for Hochelaga (Mr. Dosjarding) will pardon me
if I place him among the out-and-out supporters of the
Administration ; he is said to be a Nationalist—Montplaisir,
Riopel, Pope, Girouard and the Hon. Sir Adolphe Caron. I
may remark here, with regard to my hon. friend the member
for Bonaventure (Mr. Riopel) that this hon. mamber repre-
sents & county which is further down than the oounty of
Rimouski, and that consequently the report of the returning
officer had to travel a longer distance from there to Oltawa,
than the report of the returning officor of the county of
Rimouski. Well, on the 12th of March, eizhteen Conserva-
tives,with the exception of the hon, member for Hochelaga—
whom, although he is a Couservative, L weuld not dare to
class among the Ministerialists,'for he might be vexed at mo if
I should class him as belonging to that denomination—were
published in the Official Gazette. 1n all, four Liberals, eigh-
teen Ministerialists, and say one Nationalist. How many Lib-
erals, or rather, how many members of the Opposition? Four;
the Hon. Mr. Langelier, Mr. Holton, the Hon. Mr, Laurier,
and Mr. Ste. Marie. Now, on the 19th of March, the names
of Ministerialists published in the Official G'azette were the
following : My hon, friend the member for Témiscouats,
(Mr. Grandbois) will not be vexed with me for we have
been friends for 8 long time. The county ot Témiscouata is
bordering upon the county of Rimouski, and we live ata
short distance from one another, and I will explain in a few
minutes how it comes that the name of my hon. triend from
Témiscouata was published in the Ofiicial Glazette before the
name of the member for Rimouski. Messrs. Grandbois,
Labelle, Ives, Chapleaun, Colby, Wilson, Carran, Smith and
Vanasse. How many members of the Opposition here ? 1
say members of the Opposition, Mr, Speaker, but, although
the Government wiil be very glad to-day to have the support
of the Nationalists, when their nzmes were to be published
in the Official Gazetle they were classod with the
Liberals, and, accordingly, gazetted as late as we were.
‘T'hey are Messrs. Bergeron, Amyot, and Gaudet. In all
nine Ministerialists and three Oppositionista. Who are those
who were gazetted on the 26th of March ? Here the Lib-
erals are in greater number, Here are the names: Messrs.
Préfontaine, Choquette, Langelier, Bernier, Turcotte, Des-
saint, Doyon, Beausoleil, Clayes, Gauthier, Geoffrion, Fiset,
De St. Georges, Bourassa, In all, fourteen Liberals and two
Ministerialists—Messrs. Thérien and Coulombe, On the
2nd of April, here are the names of the Oppositionists who
were published in the Official Gazette : Messrs. Fisher,
Rinfret, Cimon, Guay, Duchesnay, Godbout, Couture, Cas-
grain, or eight Oppo-itionists, As to my hon. friend, the
member for Gaspé (Mr. Joncas), who is & Conservative, I
have no doubt, was the last whose name was published, and
this is owing to the fact that his election took place 8
month after the others. Now, Mr. Speaker, allow me to
call your attention to a particular fact, which will enable
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the House to judge whether, as regards the publication of
the names of hon. members in the Official Gazette, the
Government have really wished to deal fairly with us. I
refer to the publication of the el<ction of the county of
Témiscouata, and the hon, member for that coanty will allow
me (o uee his county for the purpose of comparison with
the county of Rimouski. As you are aware, Mr. Speaker,
the elections took place on the 22nd of February through-
out the Province, with the exception of the county of
Gaspé. In the county of Témiscouata the votes were
counted on the 2nd of March; a recount having been
demanded before the judge, the votes were recounted on the
9th of March. lLiet us suppose that it took two days for
the report of the returning officer to reach Ottawa. Well,
for all that, eight or ten days after, my hon. friend was
gazetted, for his name appears in the Offictal Gazette of the
19th of March. Far different from this was the case of the
county of Rimouski. This county, which I represent, is situ-
ated between the counties of Bonaventure and Témiscouata.
As I said before, the report from the county of Bonaventure
was one of the first to reach Ottawa and the publication
took place on the 12th of March. In the county of Rimouski
the votes were counted on the 28th of Febrnary; sup-
pose it took three days to send in the report; let us extend
until the 2nd of March the delay in which it could reach
Ottawa; at all events the report which the Clerk of the
Crown in Chancery must make before the House will give
us the exact date of its reception at Ottawa. Be that as it
may, my certificate bears the date of the 28th of February.
How does it happen, it there has been no show of party
feeling, if the intention has been to deal with us in ali fair-
ness, how does it happen that the name of one of my two
hon, friends, who lives farther than me, appears first in the
Official Gasetre, and that the name of the other who livesas
far as me and who had to go through the ordeal of a recount
before the judge, is still published before mine? The poor
member for Rimouski was only gazetted on the 26th of
March. Well, Mr. Speaker, looking at it in the light of
common sense, I cannot believe that there has been mo
partiality. Asregards the eleetion itself the Government have
chosen as deputy returning officer the man who had acted
88 such during the preceding election. Personally I do
not wish to complain of this, leaving all my complaints to
my supporters—and 1 do not wish to ventilate mine here,
but I may be allowed to say that out of forty-four polls held
in thirty parishes in the county of Rimouski, not one
deputy returning officer belongs to my party, and that good
care was taken to choose them in the other party. This is
no occasion, Mr, Speaker, to speak about the Franchise
Act, but 1 think that when the proper time comes we will
have oceasion to point out that grave wrongs have been the
1esult of the application of that Act in the county of
Rimoutki. For the present I will only state as the hon.
members on this side of the House have stated with respect
to other counties, that in this publication of our names in
the Official Gazette the county of Rimouski has been treated
in the same manner as all the other Liberal counties in the
Province of Quebec.

Mr. MADILL. I desire to make an explanation with
reference to the statement ot the hon. member for South
Oxford (Sir Richard Cartwright) that I was elected because
of the Redistribution Bill, After the Re-distribation Bill
was passed——

Some hon, MEMBERS. Order; spoken.

Mr. SPEAKER, If the hon. gentleman has any personal
explanation to make on some point of his speech which has
been misunderstood he has a right to make it.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I think the explanation
is six;[;;ly lE‘Ihsis: The hon. member for South Oxford said my
. FIsET.

hon. friend owed his election to the Gerrymander.
friend wishes to say it was not so.

Mr. MADILL. It is not so, because since the Redistri-
bution Bill was passed, the’ ex-member for North Ontario
was elected to sapport the Opposition by a majority of 59.
There has been no change since and he has been defeated
by 129, which shows that I was not elected by the Gerry-
mander, because I support the policy of the present Admi-
nistration, and not the policy of hon. gentlemen opposite.

Mr, LISTER. So far as the explanation of the hon. gen-
tleman is concerned, I think no person will deny that if it
were not for the Gerrymander he would not be here to-
night.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD, If it were not for the
Gerrymander the hon. Member for South Oxford would not
be here to-night.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. If my constituency
had not been destroyed in 1882, I would not be here to-
night ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. It js most ungrateful of
the hon, gentleman,

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Very.

Mr. LISTER. It appears to me that many of the hon.
geutlemen who have spoken to-night on the resolution of
the hon. memboer for Bothwell have travelled out of the re-
cord. The question, I apprehond, is whether the Clerk of
the Crown in Chancery properly gazetted the returns as
they came in. If those returns were not gazstted as they
were made by the returning officers, he did not properly
perform his duty, and he must hsve had some motive for
acting as he did. Whether he was guilty of a wrong to the
hon. members of this House from his own motion, or
whether he acted at the instance of the Administration or
any member of it, is a matter we have to enquire into,
and comes properly within the purview of the resolution
before the House. The hon. leader of the Government,
a8 he always does when he gets into a tight place,
got up this evening for the purpose of exciting a feel-
ing of sympathy in the minds of the members of this
House by saying that everybody was attacking him.
Why, Sir, the Government ot Ontario has been attack-
ing him; the Government of Nova Scotia and the
Government of New Brunswick have been attacking
him ; every Government in this Dominion has been attack-
ing him, until he has to get up to-night and cry out for
sympathy. What are the facts of this matter ? That hoa.
gentleman, ever since Confederation took place, has been
assailing the Provincial Governments from one end of this
country to the other; he has disregarded every right the
Provinces possess, and he has done all that man can do for
the purpose of destroying the Gonfederation to which he
professes to be so loyal. I would not give a pin for his
loyalty if it stood in the way of his ambition. Now,
let us go back a little, although it does not pertain
to this issme. But the hon. gentleman, in order to
get away from the real issue, tried to draw a herring
across the path, and we will follow it up. Did he
not travel this country from one end to the other trying

My hon.

-to oust from office that little tyrant, Mowat? Did he not,

surrounded by his friends, remain in the city of Toronto,
waiting to receive news by wire of a glorious victory?
And when the news came that Mowat was not defeated,
bat had gone out of the fight stronger than ever, where
were he and his friends? They got away mighty quick.
Where did we find him again in 1887 ? He was in the pay
oar “ Jamaica,” with his friends the Minister of the Interior
(Mr. White), and the Minister of Justice (Mr. Thompson), on
his way into my constituency. Much good he did there.
He gave me 250 extra of a majority. I did not ask fora
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better canvassers than the Minister of Interior and the
leader of the Government himself, that old Tory of Tories,
as he called himself in Sarnia, the other night—the father
of all Tories. All I can say is, when another election comes
ou, let them come again into my county, even if it is at the
expense of the couniry they travel. We had the Minister
of Agriculture there also, telling us how the savings banks
deposits had grown within the last few years. The hon.
gentleman says we feel dejected. Not at all; we have come
here to fight, and are going to fight ; and we will see the day
when the Goverpment will be driven ignominiously out of
office. That day may be nearer than the hon. geuntlemen
opposite think, for they cannot go on for all time doing as
they have done in the past. The elections they have just
gained is due mainly to their law for the appointing of
partisan returning officers, as in 1882 they gained the elec-
tious by gerrymandering the Province from one end to the
other. They would not have ventured to go to the country
in 1887 had -they not passed the Franchise Act, by which
they took power to disfranchise thousands of voters.

Some hon. MEMBERS, Order,

Mr. SPEAKER. No doubt the hon. gentleman is travel-
ling over a pretty wide range, but I suppose the example had
been given him.

Mr. LISTER. The example has been given me by a
very high authority, the leader of the Government, In
conclusion I have to say that the simplicity of the First
Minister is assumed and not real. No one could pretend to
think for a moment that he is the Simple Simon he would
have us believe he is. He knows very well that the sooner
the Government members get gazeited, the less the chances
will be of petitions being filed against them: But when
the time has expired for petitions against their side, they
will begin to send in their petitions against our side of the
House. That is the little game, and it should receive the
condemnation of every hon. member of this House.

Mr. PATTERSON (Essex). The style of speech with
which we have just been favored by the hon. member
for West Lambton (Mr. Lister) is a fair specimen of the
accuracy in dealing with political questions which the hon,
gentlemen opposite have exhibited during some months
past in the Province of Ontario, and the other Provinces as
well. I do not intend to follow the example set by the hon.
member. I do not see the object of importing the bitter-
ness of a political contest into our methods of conducting
public business in this House; and I think if we are to
chooso between the style of debate as set by the hon. mem-
ber for West Lambton (Mr. Lister) and that of the
juoior member for Halifax, ali men who desire to
geo public business condocted in this House in the pro-
per spirit will prefer the spirit in which the junior
member for Halifax (Mr. Kenny) dealt with the question
before us to that which prompted the remarks of the hon.
member for West Lambton. I cannot for the life of me
understand why 8o great importance should be given this
question. As regards the returning officers of Ontario, in
my part of the country we have always employed either
the registrars or sheriffs as returning officers, and although
these officials aro the appointees of the Ontario Goverao-
ment, I must do them the justice to say that they have
always acted impartially, and I would be ashamed to
recommend any other gontlemen in my section of the coan-
try than those officials for the position. There may be
constituencies where returning officers have made them-
selves notorious by pariisanship, but I do not know of any ;
and I am sare my hon. friend who moved the resolution
does not complain of the conduct of the returning officer in
his constituency during the recent election. He may have
some recollection of bygone wrongs, but wrongs in the
past ;hould not cause him to do injustice to the gentleman

who acted as returning offcer in his conmstituency during
the recent election. know of no place throughout the
whole of western Outario where there is the slightest
ground for complaint as regards the sending in of returns to
the Clerk of the Crown in Chanoery, though probably some
hon. members did not give sufficient attention to the send-
ing in of their election returns. As soon as the recount was
made in my constituency I asked the returning officer to
send in the returns, and he did so because I koew the
sooner the papers would be sent in the sooner my election
would be gazetted.

Mr. BLAKE. Hear, hear.

Mr. PATTERSON (Essex). In South Essex, as in other
places, there was a recount, and this recount caused delay in
that riding. In other places, as I have seen it stated in the
press, the returning officers did not farnish the papers neces-
sary to enable the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery to make his
roturn. Itissurprising to me that hon, gentlemen opposite
should be 8o anxious to havo their elcetion speedily gazotted.
It looks as if they had something to conceal, as it they wore
afraid of a free and full investigation. Sarely, whatever
others might have done, hon. gentlemen opposite have done
nothing that they should wish to conceal from the country
or from investigation before an election court. If they
have nothing to fear, whence their complaints ? They have
raised a great tempest in & tea-pot this afternoon to no par-
pose, unless indeed they are favoring us with their first
instalment of the Opposition commission, and the vigorous

olicy of attack to be exhibited by this commission,
ormed of lealing gontlemen from the several Provinces.
However much we may rogret tho canse which may have
led to that arrangement for putting the Opposition leader-
ship into commission, and I sincerely regret there should
be any physical cause, on the part of the leader of the
Opposition that compels him to relax his efforts and seek
the aid of a commission, still I think if we are to have
onsets from the various provincial deputy assistant leaders
of the Opposition in the style of to-day, the sooner they are
discontinued the better it will be for the country, do
not come here to attack and insult anybody, nor
am I disposed to remain silent while such unfair
and unjust attacks as the present aro being mado
on the geutlemen on the Treasury benches. Although
I have been read vut by the hon. member for Bothwell
(Mr. Mills) as & Tory, I call myself an independent member
of the House, and am ready to promote any measure in
accord with the best interests of the country; but I do not
understand how the hon. gentleman can use the word Tory
as a term of reproach when the hon, member for St. John,
the senior member for Halifax, and my hon, friend the
gallant knight from Oxford are as finished specimens of
the Tory gentloman as you can find in the country.
The subject of the interference of the Provinces having been
brought into this debate, I mustsay that I did not hear the
Premier or any gentleman on this side find fault with the
action of the Government of New Brunswick in reforence
to Dominion malters. 1 think the example set by the
Provincial Government of New Brunswick is one which
might be copied by all the other Provincial Governments
with great advantage to the country. They combined for
local purposes just in the same manper as the people of a
county in Ontario would deal with affairs in a county
council, but, in Dominion politics, those members who sat
side by side in the Provincial Cabinet took their sides as
they chose, and, when the fight was over, went back to
attend to their provincial affairs again. Although the
hon. member for West Durham (Mr. Blake), when he was
leading the Government of Ontario, said he did ot approve
of the spirit of hostility, but that the spirit of neutrality
was the one which should been indulged in towards the Dom-
inion Government, still his statellite in that Government,
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the man whom he placed there as Premier, has followed
out a policy of the bitterest hostility to the Dominion Gov-
ernment on each and every occasion. 1In the west, I know 1
was favored with many visitors during the late campaign,
amongst others two or thrbe offié¢ials of the Ontario Govern-
ment who were sent to speak and to canvass against me, and
to appeal to the passions and prejudice of the people of my
riding, and to prejudiceo me with them by false representa-
tions. On every occasion, at every General election since
the present Government obtained power in Ontario, they
have unceasivgly striven to persecute the Government
of which the Right Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald is the
chief. I think that such conduct has been a more serious
injury to Confederation, and to the interests of this
country, than anything which has occurred in this
Dominion since the establishment of the confederacy.
One word more. I think the gentlemen who had their

azetting delayed are in a more favorable position than
those who were gazetted earlier, because I think sober
second thoughts may enable gentlemen to pull through
when people find there is not all this ground for attack
which there is sometimes_rumored to be immediately after
an election is over. Just after an election we find all sorts
of rumors floating about in constituencies, In my own
constituency the warden of the county is now awaiting his
trial, but, although the warden is awaiting his trial
for bribery on my behalf, they have done me the
honor to refrain from petitioning against my return.
I think that if the Premier or his friemds had
not been in such & hurry to have him gazetted,
early for Kingston, possibly the sober second thoughts of
the people ot that borough might have saved them from
perpetuating Kingston’s shame, and that attack—particu.
larly that personal attack—would not have been made upon
& man who had served the city of Kingston for forty years,
and had given his whole life to the service of the country,
The bitterness which inspired the hon. gentlemen opposite
during the campaign, which inspires them to-day, finds its
foundation in this, that they had not one question of prin-
ciple at stake when they went to the country; that
there was not one great reform demanded and denied;
that there was not one single sestion of the country suffer-
ing under any injustice, and, therefore, having no policy on
which to go to the country, having accepted the policy of
this Government in all its details and having nothing what:
ever to offer in oxchange, they were compelled to fall back
n]pon personal abase and the slander of private character—
slander in which defenceless women and invalid children
were compelled to take their share. - I think that is the
secret, and, if these gentlemen think we are afraid of them,
and that they can carry on the onslanght against us here,
and that we will quietly sit down and let them put their
feet upon our necks, they mistake our temper on this side
towards them. We do not forget—I do not forget for one
—the manner in which we have been treated by hon.
gentlemen opposite, the way in which courtesy, fair
{;lay and gentlemanly good-feeling towards them have

een reciprocated by them, but they must understand that,
just as they deal out to us their attempts to intimidate
us in carry.ng on the affairs of this House, we will deal
with them and will give back blow for blow. This Gov-
ernment has deserved the confidence of this country, and
possesses the confidenco of the coantry, and while it de-
serves that confidence it will have our cordial sapport; but
I may say for myself that I do not purpose supporting any
measute or any transaction that I cannot be a party to and at
the same time retain my self-respect. As far as my friend from
West Elgin (Mr, Casey) is concerned, he generally, when
he rises, makes himself particularly agreeable to the hon,
the Premier. That shows the ingratitude of my friend
from Eigin, because the Premior in 1871 or 1872 carved
out & constituency for my friend, and, when, owing to his

" Mr. ParTErson (Essex).

opposition to popular measures, there was a doubt of his
success, he strengthened him again in 1882 and kept him
there. I can understand my friend from Bothwell (Mr.
Mills) not liking the way in. which my hon. friend from
Elgin was strengthened, but I cannot understand the in-
gratitude of my friend from Elgin towards the man who
has kept him in public life. I may add that I think it
is the duty of gentlemen, while making these indiscriminate
charges, to point out the constituencies where partisan
returning officers have been appointed and the constitnencies
where officials, such as registrars and sheriffs, could have been
selected and were not. 1 do not know of such constituencies.
In the west we had none such. These officials were
chosen all through the west, and the elections were con-
ducted in the fairest possible manner, I for ons, am per-
fectly satisfied that, when the matter comes to be investi.
gated, it will be found that the whole affair was not worth
wasting the afternoon over.

Mr. BLAKE. I am sorry thatthe bon. gentleman should
suppose that the afternoon was wasted, I want to koow
what else there was to do. We got through the Order paper,
and we might just as well discuss this important question
of public policy as for the hon. gentleman to go to his
lodgings and amuse himself in whatever way he may be
accustomed to amuse himself when the House is mnot in
session. We are not wasting public time, because the time
which has been devoted to this discussion would have been
devoted to private affairs if it were not given to this impor-
tant public question, The hon. gontleman has taken three
different views with reference to this matter, and I prefer
the view which he took under the inflaence of his own per-
sonal feelings in his own cass, He told us at one time that
it was really a matter of no consequence at all in what
order the gazottes took place, that it was a tempest in a tea-
pot, and that he was sarprised that we said anything about
it. In another part of his speech he told us that we were
favored in being gazetted late, that it was the most advan-
tageous course for us, becaunse it was giving time for passions
to cool and suspicions to vanish, and that thas petitions
might be avoided. Thess were two of the opinions which
he expressed ; but he gave & third, What was it ? It was the
one w%ich he acted upon himself when he went to the sheriff,
when he went to the man whom he appointed raturning offi-
cer and said: Please send down my return assoon as possible.
There are the three opinions the hon. gentlemin gave us
his choice of. e chose the one which he vouched for and
verified by having founded his own conduct upon it. What
was the reason the hon. gentleman wanted the sheriff
to get his return at once? Because he wanted to be
gazetted early, Why? DBecause he knew that the periol
for the petition would elapse earlier, tho earlier he was
gazetted. Was there any other reason? If so, will the
hon. gentleman tell us ? If not, we understand perfectly
that the hon. gentleman knew quite well what the advan-
tage was which he would derive from the course he pur-
sued. Ah| says the hoo, gentleman, I understand how it
is that you hon, gentlemen are so uneasy to be gazetted
quickly, It must be bscause you are afraid, Let me retort
his own actior—let me retort hisown conduct? What was
the hon. gentleman afraid of ? Was it consistent with a
perfect confidence in his own return, that he should be
anxious to hurry his gazetting ? I do not say it was not,
bat if it was, why does he insinuate an improper motive and
a consciousncas of wrong, becauss we also desired our
gazetting to be earlier ? Is that the fair play which he has
invoked on this occasion ? Is that the candid, the even-
handed justice, which he calls upoun us to display at the peril
of his displeasure, at the peril of his violating the law and
the gospel, and returning blow for blow ? Ifit is, we would
like to see him give us some other sample of fair play upon
which we should act. Now, 8ir, the hon, gentleman from
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Essex spoke in the line, a little bit, of the First Minister.
He followed in his line when he charged the Local Govern-
ment—and ho repeated the old story in reference to the
views that I took when I was a member of the Local Gov.
ernment—as to the relation I should desire to exist between
the Government of the Dominion and the Government of
the Province. I said that I desired the relations between
the two Governments to bs relations of necutrality, I desire
it still. 1 heartily regret that circumstances have ever
risen which make any other relations to exist between the
Government ' of the Dominion and the Government of any
Province, than relations of neutrality. But I never said, I
never thought, I never suggested, that the relations between
the Government of a Province and the Government of the
Dominion ought to be those of a neutrality which should,
in the slightest degreo, compromise or interfere with the
relations of the individuals who compose that Government
as electors of the-Province, to interfore with their liberty
to vindicate the rights of their Provicce or to vindicate
their politics, Why, at the very time 1 said so I was the
First Minisfer of Ontario. And when I was a member of
this House for the west riding of Durham, opposing the
hon, gentleman, does he suppose that I purposed to sentence
myself to neutrality as a representative of the west riding
of Durham, when I declared that I thought the Local Gov-
ernment of Ontario, as a Local Government, ought to be
neutral? Surely no. I intended to rese:ve, 1 did reserve,
I was reserving, my full rights as an elector of Ontario, as a
reprosentative of a conttituency of Ontario in the House of
Commons, to act according to what my views of the inter-
ests of this country required in that capscily. Well, as Prime
Minister of the Government of Ontario, I purposed to pur-
sue a course of neutrality as far as the Dominion Govern-
ment was concerned.

Mr. PATTERSON (Essex). What about coercion of the
local officials ?

Mr. BLAKE. I am going to touch coercion, which the
hon. gentieman did not touch, but the First Minister did. I
am going to touch it, and if the hon. gentleman will allow
me I will dea! with only one thing at a time. Now, the hon.
gentleman declared—and here also he followed the lead of the
First Minister—that the members of the Local Government
whom, with that fresh instance of fair play, of moderate
conduct, of the absence of vituperative epithets which he
recommends to us, he called my satellites, have been
engaged in the contest in Ontario, 1 suppose they were, I
hope they were. As free men of Canada, as electors of the
Province of Ontario, they had not merely the right, but the
duty, to stand upon a platform and address to the pcople
of Ontario their views as to what the interests of Canada
were, although it happened to be the hon. gentleman’s con-
stituency which they invaded. But tocall them 'my satellites
is 1o call them by a name wholly inappropriate and wholly
inaccurate. They are the members of a very strong Gov-
ernment, which, in despite of all the opposition of the hon.
gentleman and his supporters, has succeeded in retaining
the confidence of tho people of Oatario for a period of
fourtoen or fifteen years, They are the satellites of no man,
they are the trusted rulers of the Province of Ontario, to
whom this power has been confided for that long period by
the will of its people. Now, the First Minister has said
that the memgers of the Local Government, from the
Prime Minister to the last of them, threatened to coerce
their officers to vote and work for the Opposition in the
recent contest, and the observations of the member for
North Essex (Mr. Patterson(? appeared to be in the same
direction, I am not the vindicator or the defender of the
Local Government, but I surpose it will be agreed by
every member of this House that the honor and stand-
ing of the Local Government are subjects of con.
cern to all the population of Canada. All I demand

is, in the interest of justice and fair play, that charges 80
grave as these should not be uttered wholesale, without
definition, without specificaiion, without proof, 1f the hon,
gentleman shall show that the Government of Qntario has,
as he has charged them this night with doing, coerced and
threatened its employés, its officers, into taking n course
contrary to their conscience and wishes, politically, I shall
join that hon. gentleman in condemning that Government;
but I cail upon him, as he has made this statement, to give
particulars aad to give proof. The hon. gentleman is
excellent at wholesale and general charges, he is a master
at enveloping a people, a party, a Government, a popula-
tion, in ore mass of declamatory invective and charge,
Oftentime he has charged us in like terms, But let him now
come dowa to particulars in reference to thosec whom he
charges, and give them an opportunity to answer, and let
us see whethor he has this niggt done them justice. Iagree
with the hon. member for North Essox, who said that if
there were persons appointed who ought not to have boen
appointed, some specification ought to be given, and as
this charge has been made against the Local Government,
T trust the hon, gentleman will agree with me that, hore
also, some specification should be given, and I shall answer
the hon. gentleman’s demands for speocifications a3 to the
returning officers very soon. Now, Sir, the First Minister
said that it was necessary to make a ohange in the
appointment. of returning officers, becauso tho local
officers who, by law, held this appointment, were
under the control of a hostile Government. I do not
at all protend that it is an infallible guarantee of the
fitness for tho office of returning officer, or for any other
trust, of & man, that he should hold the situation of a sberiff
or a registrar; but I do say that no better plan has been
devised, nor can any better plan be devised, for securing,
upon the whole, upon the mass, good appointments, than
that the persons who are appointed to these responsible
offices should, during good behavior, also be returning
officers. They are officials of a quasi-judicial character;
they are men who are appointed practically for life; the

are appointed to offices which require some training, whic

require them 1o live in the community, and which require
them, if they valoe at all what most of us valuo highly,
the esteem and respect of those amongst whom they live,
require them 80 10 behave in the discharge of those duties
as that they shall retain that esteem and respect, The hon.
gentleman says, however, it was neccessary to depart from
this rule because these persons were no longer servants of
this Government, but were servants of other Governments,
and in order to secure impartiality, in order to secure right
appointments, we must take the office into our own hands,
and we found that injustice was done us when we did not
do so. Now, 1 appeal to the fair play and candor of the
hon. gentlemen who have watched the conduct of elections,
as far a8 the returning officers were concerned, for a great
many years past, to say in how many cases there has
been misconduct by sheriffs or registrars when they
held, by law, that office in the old days. There are
other cases, there may be a case or two, I do not say
there is not; I do not remember one at the moment,
but it is quite possible. Considering the question broadly,
I ask where aie the cases? I say we had a guarantee in
the standing of those men, and in the fact that they. held
their office as returning officers not by the gitt of the Gov-
ernment, but by the law of the land, that they were so
appointed and known, and every one was aware that the
held that office to act fairly and impartially between bot
parties, which was the best guarantes we could possess.
With what does the hon. gentleman replace that gystem?
| He gives the appointments in many oases to partisans of his
, own party. This is a very serious question. 1t is a question
| which comes before us, after what has been said, directly
"upon this motion, but it is one which must obviously inte-

»
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rest the whole country and interest, at one time or another,
both sides of this House. I say that partisans have been
appointed. What is the function of the returning officer ?
The function is, it is eaid, partly judicial, partly ministe-
rial. He has to choose the deputies; he has very
important duties of various descriptions to discharge.
He has very great powers, very great powers indeed. Is
it reasonable that the man who is to exercise those discre-
tionary, those executive, those jadicial and those ministerial
powors should be ‘chosen because ho is the known, the
avowed partisan of one of the two sides who are engaged
in the conflict? I say that such men have been chosen, and
not infrequently chosen during the recent contest. The
hon. member for Richmond and Wolfe (Mr. Ives) said that
in the great majority of cases in the Province of Quebec,
the men chosen were sheriffs or registrars. Well, the
answer is easy. Who appointed all those sheriffs or regis-
trars ? We know who they were and that they filled the
bill of hon, gentlemen opposite ; and that is the reason. It
was not necessary to go further; in fact, hon. gentlemen
might, perhaps, have gone further and fared worse. But it
was not 80 in all respects, if I am rightly informed. At
least it was not so as (o the character of those officers
everywhere. I will give an instance or two. Take the
case of the hon. member for North Ontario (Mr. Madill).
The returning officer for the north riding of Ontario, if 1
am rightly informed, was secrctary of the Conservative
Association, and he also acted as clerk to the revising
officer at the last revision, and he was very closely con.
nected, before his appointment of course, with the Tory
committee. That was the position of the returning
oficer of the morth riding of Ontario, We know how
this is done from the hon, member from North Essex (Mr.
Patterson). He said: I would be ashamed to recommend
any one but a sheriff. So we’know who made the recom.
mendations to the Government for returning officers,
The hon. gentleman gaid : I recommended the sheriff and
he was appointed. The returning officer owed his ap-
pointment-to the hon, gentleman.

Mr. PATTERSON (Essex). Idid not say that, Isaid 1
would be ashamed to make any recommendation except
that of the sheriff or registrar.

Mr, BLAKE. Yes; and the sheriff got the sppoiniment,
But there are hon. gentlemen who do not possess the same
fortitude as the hon. member for Essex, because I find an
hon. member recommended the secretary of the Conserva-
tive Association for returning officer. There is also the
case of the hon. member for Joliette (Mr. Guilbault). In
that case the returning officer had the additional qualifica-
féion of being the brotherin-law of the Conservative candi-

ate.

Mr. MADILL, Not at all.

Mr. LISTER. The hon. gentleman (Mr. Blake) is not
speaking of North Ontario buc of Joliette,

Mr. BLAKE. The hon. member for North Ontario had
the secrotary of the Conservative Association for returning
officer and the hon. member for Joliette had his brother-in.
law. Then there is the hon, member for Yamaska (Mr,
Vanasse), who smiles upon me with the knowledge as to
how these matters are worked. That hon, gentleman had
& returning officer taken not from the county of Yamaska at
all, but from Sorel.

Mr. VANASSE. He has lived for forty years in Yamaska.

Mr, BLAKE. I understand that he was from Sorel lat-
terly ; he may have come from Yamaska originally.

Mr. VANASSE. He was out of it 16 years ago for a
short time.

Mr. BLAKE. 1 understand that the returning officer
was a person entirely disqualifiel by his habits—which he

r. Buaxz,

exhibited during the election in the most open and dis-
graceful manner—from filling any office of trust whatever.

Mr. SPEAKER. I think the hon. gentlemsn goes rather
far in attacking such persons. 1 have allowed the discus-
sion on the general gronnd as covered by the resolution;
but if hon. gentlemen, cre after another, proceed to discuss
the question of any particular returnirg officer, I must say
it is out of order. I would advice the hon. gentleman to
limit himself to the general ground on which I have allowed
the discussion to proceed.

Mr. BLAKE. I am surprised at your ruling, Mr. Speaker,
but I submit. I have here some fifteen or twenty more
cases, which I am prepared to particularice, and I have
been challenged to doit; but I will put them by at this
time,

An hon. MEMBER. We will get them again.

M:. BLAKE., Yes, youwill get them again, On the
general ground, as I cannot particularise, I say there are
abundant cases in which the secretaries of Liberal Conser-
vative Associations, in which the lawyers who had been
employed by the Conservatives to attend the revision of
the list, in which other persons holding positions openly,
intimately and ardently connected with the Cobservative
party, were chosen to fill the positions of returning officers ;
and I say that they accomplish their appointed work in
many cases, I conld show cages in which such persons gave
appointments of agencies. Why, the hon. member for
Richmond and Wolfe (Mr. Ives) spoke on this subject, and
I was surprised at his indiscretion, There were ninety men
who voted on agency certificates in the hon, gentlcman’s
own election.

Mr. IVES. That was an election canard. There is not
the slightest truth in that statement.

Mr. BLAKE. And sixty at another poll——
Mr, ITVES. That is not true.

Mr. BLAKE—and eixty at another poll, according to the
information I have received. .

Mr, IVES, Your information is false, entirely false.

Mr, BLAKE. It maybeso; I will give my information,
and we will seo presently. Soin Provencher (Manitoba)
there were a very large number, and a very consider-
able number in the county of Selkirk; ard in this and
in other respects the elections were conducted in a most
irregular manner. In many instances, also, of which I
bave particulars here, the old deputy returning officers,
many of whom occupied the position for a great many
years, who were familiar with the dnties, who had the con-
fidence of the people generally, were not appointed on this
occasion, but others, unfamiliar with the duty and known
only as Tory partisans, replaced them and did their
appointed work. In other cases, of which I have the par-
ticulars here, partisan returning officers put the polls in
isolated districts, at points extremely remote from and
inconvenient to the Liberal electors who inhabited those
districts, and to the direct advantage of the Tory candidates.
In many cases the result bappened that there were irregu.
larities. [ never heard of an election in which there weie
80 many irregularities on the part of deputy returning
officers as in this election, and it is largely due to the
fact that there pever was an clection in which there
were £0 many changes in tbe accustomed officers, in
which there were fo marny replacements of these officers
by men inexperienced in the past and animated obly by
a fervent zesl to serve the party with which they were
connected. And, bear in mind, that those irrcgularities
were availed of in some cases, and attempted to be availed
of in others, to alter the absolute verdict which was obtained
under such difficult circumstances, So it is that I say—
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when the hon. gentleman says it is quite reasonable that
the Government should take this power—if it be so, I
say that we ought to challenge earnestly and scrutinise
diligently the manner in which t"is power has been exer-
ciced. It is a power the most delicate conceivable. Who
are they ? and what are they called upon to do? They are
those in control of public affairs, appealing to the great jury
of the people, and themselves making provision for the
record of the verdict of that jury. They are appointing the
officers who are to exercise those great powers. What
more delicate position can men be placed in than that, and
of what conduct ought there to be a more vigilant, deter-
mined and rigorous scrutiny than that? I am sorry that
the order of the House, as interpreted by you, prevents me
from entering, on this occasion, into further details as to
the unhappy results of the actions, however excellently
well intended by hon. gentlemen; but I think it will
be shown, and I hope before very long, that their
conduct in the discharge of this delicate power has
not been what it ought to be, and has been directed
to the maintenance of themselves in power by virtue of
the exercise of the rights they have obtained from the
people. The hon. gentleman says he is not st all surprised
at the temper which my hon. friend from Bothwell (Mr,
Mills) exhibited in dealing with this question. Woll, I did
not observo that the hon.member for Bothwell exhibited any
particular temper; but the hon. gentleman whose temper
is 80 angelic, said that my hon, friend’s temper was bad,
that the temper of all of us was bad because of the great
msjority by which he was returned to this house. I do not
know whether the hon, gentleman has analysed that retarn.
I have analysed it to some extent. In the Provinces of
Ontario, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Prince Edward
Island there were about 475,000 votes polled, and, as near
as I can make out, out of those 476,000 the hon. gentleman
sncceeded in getting about four thousand more than the
Liberal party, or about the return of one member, That
was the popular verdict of those four great Provinces. It
i3 quite true, that by operations which he has carried
through this House, by powers which he has obtained from
this House, and the exercise of those powers by his officers,
that popular majority of one is represented by a Parlia-
menta1y majority of twenty-one. It is quito true that he
has just twenty-onc times the power in Parliament from
those four Provincos that he got from the polls. But that
is what the people said, It is true that one hundred and
five votes turned ont of those 475,000 would have
taken away the hon. gentleman’s twenty one; that it wounld
have given a parliamentary return equivalent to the popalar
vote and ba:arced the return from those four Provinces.
I have not so far analysed the returns from the other Pro-
vinces as to be able to speak with the same dogree of posi-
tiveness ag to them, but I believe the general return will
represent something like three-quarters of a million, and I
be{,ieve on that general return, if the popular voice were,
as it ought to be, truly expressed according to its strength
here, the parties would be found to be balanced, and that
after all the influences which the hon, gentleman was able
to avail himself of to produce & different result. The hon,

entleman has said that this particular question which has
geen brought forward is not one of any grest consequence—
that the state of things which has been alluded to might
happen accidentally ; and the hon, member for Richmond
and Wolfe (Mr, Ives) said, that considering the Iar%er num-
ber of Conservatives who were returned from the Province
of Ontario than Reformers, it was quite natural and reason-
able that more Conservatives should be gazetted than Re.
formers. Why, of course it was, If there were more (Jon-
servatives returned than Reformers, there must be more
Conservatives gazetted than Reformers; but it would be
natural to expect that the different retarns which came out
at different times should bear something like the proportion

of the gross returns. Bat when the hon. gentleman endea-
vors to indace this House to believe that it is a mere
accidental and perfectly reasonable circumstance that
the returns should b> gazetted in the order in which
they have beon gazetted, I think -ho presumes on the
simplicity of us young members of Parlinment far more
than he, with his large parliamentary experience ought
to do. Oa the 5th of March, taking the Province of Oatario,
there were eight Conservatives and one Reformer
gazetted ; on the 12th of March, twenty-eight Conservatives
and five Reformers; on the 19th of March, fourteen Con.
servatives and three Reformers, so that tho first three
Gazettes after the election gave fifty Conservatives and nine
Reformers. Then on the 26th of March there were two
Cougervatives to eighteen Reformers; on the *nd of April,
one Conservative to six Reformers; on the 9th of April, oue
Conservative to five Reformers, so that tRe three later
Gazettes gave four Conservatives to twonty-nine Reformers.
Is anybody simple enough to believe that that is an accident ?
We cannot tell yet where it happened, whether it was the
returning officers that delayed them in some oases or that
gentle pressurelike that exerted by my hon. friend from North
Essex (Mr. Patterson) expedited thom in others; but that
there was intentional delay in one case and expodition in
the other who upon those figures can doubt, particularly
when we learn that something like the same results—though
I was not ablo to analyse them as definitely from the state-
monts which hon, gentlemen mado—bappened in the other
Provinces ? The general result thon is that tho first threo
Gazattesafter the election gave fifty Conservatives to nine Re-
formers, and the last three four Conservatives to twenty-nino
Reformers. The hon. gentlemun s.ys, what is wrong aboat
it—what does the matter amount to? You have thirty days,
the hon, gentleman says, during which petitions can be
filed, and we have thirty days during which petitions can be
filed; and he actually expected his confiding followers to
agree with him that it made no differenco at all. The hon,
member for North Hssex (Mr. Patterson) know better than
that. All of ug knew better than that, We know that the
time for petitionirg lasts from the 22ud of February,
the day ofthe election, until thirty days after the Gazette,
and we know that in somo casce, therefore, there are forty
days to petition and in others sixty and sovenly days,
and we know that those who expedite the Gazetle
as & rule have the advantage. This further we know, that
what the motive may be or what the advantage or disad.
vantage may be, we may put to one side, because the law
commands the returning officer at once to return his writ
to the Clerk of iho Crown in Chancery, and the law com-
mands the clerk to gazeotte the return by the next Gazette
after he receives the writ, Now, all these circumstances are
such as must lead every man's mind to the conviction that,
if that law has by one or other of those sets of officers been
disobeyed, it is our duly to investigate it and ascertain why
the law of the land, productive of these consequences, favor-
able to one side and unfavorable to the other side, has been
disobeyed. That is the purpose of this motion, and I do not
think it is at all a waste of time thut we should discuss the
evidence in order to get at the facts, and to ascertain how,
practically, the laws tho hon. gentleman has caused Parlia-
ment to pass, ostensibly to secure the freedom of election,
are working, and what results they are really producing.

Mr. WHITE (Cardwell). The hon, gentleman, Mr.
Speaker, commenced his speech by explaining an incident
in the political history of this country which has been the
sabject of discussion on various occasions. We all remem-
ber that when he bacame the First Minister of the Province
of Ontario he laid down & general principle with reference
to the relation of the Provincial Governments to the Do-
minion Government, Before that time the late Hon. Sand-
field Macdonald was Premier of the Province of Ontario,



38 COMMONS

DEBATES. APRIL 20,

and the common expression that used to be made use of by
the hon, leader of the Opposition and his friends, in speaking
of that late hon. gentleman and the leader of this Govern-
ment was that they were in the habit of hunting in couples,
and that was denounced by them as & great pablic wrong.
Now, we learn that although the hon. gentleman denounced
them at that time, and declared wheu he came into office
in Ontario that he was thereafter to adopt a different prin-
ciple, & principle of entire neutrality, he now asks us to be-
lieve that when he raid that he did not in the slightest
degree desire to restrict the independent action of members
of either Government as citizens of the different Provinces
of the Dominion in connection with the elections of either
the Local or the Dominion Legislatures. The hon. gentle-
man forgets that the late Hon. Sandfield Macdonald was a
member of this House—that he stood in precisely the same
position the hon. gentleman stood in. He forgets that the
moment the late Government of this Dominion came in,
the hunting in couples went on between Mr. Mowat
and Mr., Mackenzie. The position was precisely the
ramoe a8 it had been during the time the Ilate
Hon. Sandfield Macdonald was in office, and the present
First Minister was First Minister of Canada. Nay, more
than that, this very evening we bave had from the senior
member for Halifax (Mr, Jones) an attack on two members
of this Government who happened to be elestors in the
Province of Nova Scotia, because they ventured to take any
part there in the election for the Local Legislature. Why
does the hon. gentleman now lay down the principle that
be has a right as an indepeodent citizen of the Province of
Ontario to take what iniorest he pleases in the Local elec.
tions there, while his joint leader from the Province of Nova
Scotia, the member of the syndicate who has been appointed
to lead the Opposition with the hon. gentleman, denounces
members of this Government who happened to be electors,
and prominent public men in Nova Scotia, for taking part
in the elections of that Province? I think, Sir, the hon,
gentleman, with all the skill he undoubtedly possesses, has
utterly failed to explain how he could for four years
denounce as a wrong against publicjand political morality,
the j>int action in pnblic affairs of the leader of any Pro-
vircial Goverrmeut and the leader of the Dominion Govern-
ment who happened to think slike on political questions,
e2nd at the same timo show that be was justified, as an
indopendent member of ttis House and an independ-
ent citizen of the Province of Ontario, in taking an
active part in the eloctions there, Then, Sir, the hon.
gentleman dealt with the general question, and that
is the real question we have before us to-night. Asto
the sppointment of returning officers, he laid down tho
principle that we ought, as a matter of duty and a
matter of right, to appoint sheriffs and registrars as return-
ing officers in Dominion elections. Well, that was not always
the opinion of hon. gentlemen opposite. If I remember
rightly, they actually violated the law on one occasion in
order {o appoint a partisan returning officer. We know
wbat occurred in the courts of the country. The records
are there. We remember the somewhat famous Jacques
Cartier election. We know that the returning officer in
that election was not the official pamed in the statute, and
ho was appointed by the Government ot which the hon.
§entleman was, either then or before, a member-—because

e was 80 frequently in and out of that Government that
one cannot say for certain whether he was in or out at that
time. I do not for & moment say that tho results which
followed that appointment were due to it. I do not say
that that remarkable effort to steal an election, which was
commonly known as the Ste. Anne’s cupboard or ballot
box scheme, was a consequence of that apf)ointment; but
1 do say, that gentlemen who violated the law to appoint &
returning officer, who was not the official that the law
said should be appointed, do not stand very well in telling

Mr, Wairg (Cardwell).

us here that a wrong has been done when the law has been
followed in appointing gentlemen other than those offl-
cials as returning officers. , -But what is the position
the hon, gentleman takes? Hé says we ought not t>
appoint partisans as retarning officers, and ho was prepared
to read a list of persons who, I suppose, he was prepared
to thow were active partisans of the Counservative party.
Well, Sir, suppose we adopted the other principle, what
would be the result? I can imagine a case like this: A
prominent member of Parliament happens to be defeated at
an election, and his friends are very anxious to have him
back in Parliament. His friends happen to control the
Government of one of the Provinces., There is a member
sitting in this House whose seat would be’a very safe one for
this gentleman who had been expelled by the verdict of the
constituency he should have represented. The Local
Government purchase the seat of the member by grantirg
him an office of sheriff in ordsr to provide a seat here for
the prominent member of their party. Immediately an
election occurs, and this Government have to appoint this
impartial person, this man without politics, as returning
officer, because, forsooth, he has sold himself for a shrievalty
in order to make room for an opponent of the Gevernment.
The Government are to appoint him in order to avoid the
ovil that might result from appointing & partisan. Why,
Sir, everyone knows that these sheriffs and registrars are
appointed because they are friends of the party that appoints
them. HEveryone knows that they are appointed because
of active political services for the party that appoints them.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Even in Ottawa.

Mr. WHITE (Cardwell). Yes, even in Ottawa such
things occur, and oscur under very peculiar circumstances,
Take, for instance, such acase as we have recently had,
where a vacancy occurs in a registrarship, where it is kept
open for more than a year, during which time there are a
dozen applicants, all men who have strong claims for a
position of that kind, But it happens that one particular
partisan who would never be thought of but for his partisan-
ship or for the partisanship he can bring to bear in favor of
his appointment—he happens to have relatives who can do
some service 10 the party—has to be provided for. The
office is allowed to remain vacant until tho Local elections
are through, and when the last election ia over and all the
gervico is rendered that can be rendered by this non-par-
tisan, he is immediately appointed to the registrarship.
Then, because he becomes an impartial man by virtue of his
having been made registrar, he is to be appointed returniog
officer. The injustice of the system is evident. On the other
bard, the policy we have adopted is the best, for this reazon,
the Government returning officer is subject to the scratiny of
the courts, If we look at the elections through which we haye
just passed, I venture the opinion, despite what hon. gentje-
men opposite have said, that fow cases of complaint have
occurred in the condact of them as have occurred at any
previous elections since 1867. Where are the complaints
with regard to the conduct of returning officers? We haye
one which is under discussion. We may deal with it hero,
the courts may deal with it hereafter, but it is a case where
the conduct of the retarning officer is subject to the review
of tho court. More than that, the Government in_the
appointment of returning officers is subject to the control
and censure of Parliament itself. The pretence that we will
have less partisan men by the appointment of provincial
officors is simi)ly & pretence, as hon. gentlemen' opposile
know very well. Let me say one word more. This is a
motion to bring a respected officer of Parliament before the
bar of the House. He is asked to bring down papers to bo’
submitted to the Houso. These papers, it is presumed,
will give us the information on which & judgment can be
formed ; yet we have had hon, gentlemen opposite, one
after the other, assuming, before the papers are brought
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down, and on the very motion asking for the papers, that
some great wrong has becn committed and that some one is
bound to suffer censure. Would it not be_batter to wait
until the papers are brought down before discussing
the question whether wrong has been done at all? I
do mnot believe, when we come to discuss the ques-
tion as to the condmct of returning officers during
the last election, that hon. gentlemen on this side
will have any reason to regret the discussion, Take
one case, and that is simply one of a number. Take the
case of Kingston, where, it is said, the returning and the
deputy returning officers were friends of the First Minister,
who was a candidate, and what do we find. The judge who,
if he had any politics, is not friendly to the Government,
and we have no right to assume he has any politics at all,
when he came to review the action of the returning officer
found that the difference in the number of votes which
ought to have been counted and the number which was
counted, operated to the advantage of tho First Minister.
Twelve was the majority returned by the returning officer,
this partisan and corrupt man who had been put in that
position for the purpose of electing the Conservative candi-
date ; yet when the judge went over the ballots he found
the numbers should have been seventeen. I believo when
the time comes to discuss the whole question or the election
and all the incidents connected with it, it will not be
hon. gentlemen on this side who will have any reason
to regret that discussion.

Mr. WILSON (Argenteuil). I am grateful to the hon,
member for Bothwell (Mr. Mills) that he has given per-
mission to the junior members of this House to test the
acoustio properties of this Chamber, and at the same time
air their eloquence. I had hoped to be spared my first
speech until a better occasion offered than the present. I
had hoped that something would be before the House more
important than the motion of the hon. member for Both-
well, on which I might exercise my oratory. But it must
fall to the lot of every hon. gentleman, who represents &
constituency in this House, at some time to have to speak
for the constituency he represents. If he be a true man,
he is attached to one party or the other, and when he finds
his part¥ maligned on any occasion, he is bound to stand up
for it. I propose to do this in my humble way. I propose
to show to this House that if the Government agent acted
in my constituency, as these agents are said by hon. gen-
tlemen opposite to have acted in other constituencies, the
results in mine might have been very different. I may be
allowed to say that in representing the county of Argenteuil,
I represent not only the Conservatives but the Reformers
as well. Iam afraid many hon. gentlemen opposite are guilty
of forgetting the fact that they aro ropresentatives of the
Conservative party as well as the Reform party of their
constituencies, and that in their malignment of Conserva-
tive partisanship on the part of the returning officers of
their electore] districts, they are equally maligning the
people they are sent here to represent. The county of Ar-
gentenil has been represented for the last thirty years, with
the exception of an interregnum of four years, by a Con-
servative in this House, the Hon. Mr. Abbott. On each
occasion that electoral district returned a member to the
House of Commons by a very small majority, and if any
effort had been put forth by the Government to prevent the
roturn of a Grit—]I use the word advisedly, for the leader
.of the Opposition uses the word * Tory ” without sparing
this side—if the Government suspected as they had reason
to emspect, that the county of Argenteuil was not a safe
one, in view of the small majorities it always gave, they
might heve named a returping officer in the place of the
one who exercised that fanction at the last elections, Bat
the Government would not interfere with the usage of years
gone by in that constituency. In it, the returning officer
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is & pronounced Grit, and yet ho was allowed to retain
his position. He was allowed to remain, despite the fact
that he was a Grit, and despito the fact also that the
district had been in the habit of roturning a gentleman to
this House by a parrow majority of between 4 and 100
in a total vote of 3,000. Did the Government aot frand-
ulently in this case ? No; they left the gentleman there
who had been returning officer for years. Therefore, I
must rebut the statement made by the hon. member for
Bothwell (Mr. Mills), in so far as Argenteuil is concerned,
But there is & more forcible point to this question. It was
well known to the Government that Mr. Abbott
was about to resign his position as a member of
the House of Commons, or, at least, that he was
going to lay no claim upon the eleotors of Argenteuil.
And that was well known to the Government, I am satis-
fied long before the appointment of a returning officer. Yet,
forsooth, the Government did not see fit, or did they act
in that fraudulent manner, that base manner attributed to
them by hon. gentlemen on the opposite side, Was it
not well known to the Government that it was & very un-
wise and very unsafe thing to swap horses in orossing &
stream ? It certainly was, and they must have known
that if any effort was to be put forth to reclaim
the county of Argenteuil for the Grit party it could
well have been put forth at this time. With all this,
which they must have koown, did they act in this
base and fraudulent manner, did they place a partisan there
to serve their purpose ? No, they left that officer there,
and they knew him to be a pronounced Grit. As to the state-
ment made by the senior member for Halifax, and the
fault found by him becauso he wns not gazsticd oarlier, I
can scarcely think that hisclaim that he was not fairly dealt
with is well founded, becauso the returning officor for the
constituency of Argenteuil made a return of my eleotion on
the 2nd March, and yet I was not gazetted until the 19th
March although I was known to be a Tory. Now, if
the senior member for Halifax was not gazetted
until the 19th March and his retarn was made on
the 4th March, what complaint has he more than
I have? None whatever. But the position of the hon.
gentlemen on the opposite sido of the House reminds mo.
very much of the position of the parly they represent in
the constituency which I have the honor to represent, aftor
the General olection, They belioved they wore satisfied,
and had made their calculations sure and fast, that the can-
didate who opposed me was to be returned by 450 majority,
and I am satisfied that the disappointment of the man
when he found I was returned by almost half that majority
was not greater than the disappointment of the hon. gentle.
men opposite in finding that they are not on the Treasury
benches to day. I shall not forget when the hon. the leader
of the Opposition took the chance to deliver an address hore,
whether by fair means or foul, on the day of the election of
a Speaker. I have had the honor of representing a con-
stituency in municipal matters, but I had not thought that
such devices were introduced into the House of Commons,
I had thooght better of the conduct of members in
the House of Commons, I thought, when 1 came
here, that our time was to be devoted to legislation, and it
is well for us that legislation is going on all the time, that
we have clerks and servants working for us while we are
playing, for, in this little sparring exhibition which we have
had going on here from five o’clock this afternoon to the
present moment, ten o’clock, I claim that we have been
doing nothing but playing. We are talking against time.
There is & court where this matter will be decidad. It has
been said by the leader of the Opposition that it might be as
well for us to be here as to ba sporting our time in the
hotels and in our boarding houses. 1 question that very
much, because if in our hotels and boarding houses we
would not now be making objects of ourselves, objects
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of ridicule, the butts of the prees of the whole Do-
minion. Now, if the Tory slogan that the hon. gentleman
mentioned had gone forth against him in this election cam.
paign, there was & no less forcible slogan which went forth
against me in my elestion. I had a very ticklish question
to deal with, and the slogan against me at one time was not
the same as the slogan at ancther time. I had to fight the
Riel matter, and that was introduced by the party of
the hon. members from the Opposition. If the Riel
matter had been left out of my county, I would have
had a lesser fight, but that was introduced by whom?
By the party of the hon. the leader of the Opposi-
tion. It was introduced there, but it had little effect, for
the effect which it was thought would be produced in the
front of the county, had its counter effect in the rear. I
will not mention it further. The hon. the leader of the
Opposition said that the slogan had gone forth, and that
all sorts of cries had gone out,

Mr. BLAKE. T rise to order. I have not interrupted
the hon. gentleman as a new member when he violated
your rule laid down a short time ago, when you declined to
permit particulars in regard to returning officers to be
stated, which I presume will apply to the good conduct of
returning officers as well as to their bad conduct; nor did
Tinterrupt him when he proceeded, contrary to order, to
refer to a former debate in terms which could only be
excused on the ground of his ignorance of parliamentary
procedure; but when he misrepresents my observations {
think I should rise to order, and call your attention to his
remarks, and ask you to restrain him, unless I am allowed
the opportunity to reply.

Mr. SPEAKER. The hon. gontleman from Argentenil
will remember that it is not allowed, according to our rules
in this House, to refer to a debate which has taken place
on another motion which has already been tried, and 1 shall
a:lsk h;m not to refer to any of these debates which are now
closed.

Mr. WILSON (Argenteuil). I am very happy indeed to
be corrected. I supposed when I got up that I would be
corrected two or three times before I took my seat. Iam
very fortunate indeed to have been corrected only once. 1am
satisfied that the conduct of the hon. gentlemen on the other
side of the House in this matter of bringing these election
returns and the returning officers and their conduct before
1he bar of the House will not do them any good. It will
fasten more strongly 1o this party many members who
might be vacillating. Why ? Because their questiou is so
imbecile, It is an impossibility to find gentlemen on either
side of politics that are impartial. Whom shall we appoint
as returning officers ? = Shall we appoint men who are with-
out an opinion of their own? Would they be fit men to put
in & position of-that kind, men who are pot capable of
taking one sido or the other? [say no. We cannot fiad
such men in the Dominion, They must bs either Conser-
vatives or Reformers. Would the party I belong to be
guilty of such an act of euicide as to choose men to be
returning officers who would be known to be favorable to
hon, gentlemen opposite ? I thank the House for having
80 patiently listened to my first speech here, when I have
had the privilege of taking my first bath in Dominion
polities.

Mr. DALY. Perbaps the House will permit mo to make
some observations in reply to one hon. gentleman who has
referred to the question of certificates used in Selkirk. I was
not aware, owing to the fact of the time having elapsed last
Tuesday within which my election could be contested, that
there was anything against me, or that anything had been
done by myself or my agent, that would void my election;
there is not the slightest doubt in the world that a petition
would have been filed before iast Tuesday if it could

Mr, WiLson (Argenteuil),

have been done. In reference to certificates, I can tell the
hon, gentleman that ata place called Deloraine, in my
district, where there was a majority of twenty-four against
me, I was very much surprised because my committee told
me there were only likely to be a majority of two. After

the election 1 ascertained that the reason why I had a
majority of twenty-four against me was, that my oppo-
nent had voted twenty-two persons at this poll upon
certificates given to him by the returning officer; so
that if votes were cast for me on certificates, similar
votes were also cast for my opponent, But I under-
stand from whom the hon. gentleman received bis in-
formation upou this question, because my opponent has
been in the city during thege past few days; and although
he had from the 12th of March, when I was gazetted, up to
the 5th of April, when I left the city of Brandon, to peti-
tion against my election, he did not do so; but when
he came here he apparently consulted with the leader
of the Opposition and hon. gentlemen opposite, and
he, ro doubt, received some new light upon the subject.
But, unfortunately for the leader of the Opposition, and
unfortunately for my oppoment, the time had elapsed, he
was two daystoo late lo file the petition, I have not the
slightest doubt that he received now light from the leader of
the Opposition, and in consequence I am pretty sure they
would like to file a petition against me. Now, in reference to
returning officers in the Province of Manitoba, I may state
that the returning officer for the city of Winnipeg is the
registrar for the county of Selkirk, not the electoral dis-
trict of Selkirk, which I represent; and the returning officer
for Lisgar was the registrar of one of the counties com-
prised within the limits of the electoral district of Lisgar ;
and I do not think hon. gentlemen opposite will enquire as
to whether the election of the hon, member for Lisgar was
carried improperly or not, seeing that he was elected by
acclamation, The gentleman who acted as returning officer
for Provencher was the clerk of the court, and, at the same
time, he was a dyed-in-the-wool Grit. Now, the only elec-
toral district, out of five in Manitoba, where that officer was
not an officer of the court or registrar, was the district of
Selkirk. In Marquette the returning officer was a sheriff
of the central judicial district of Manitoba ; so that out of the
whole five, with tho exception ot the district I reprosent,
these four gentlemen wero officers of the court—one sheriff,
two registrars and one clerk of the court. The returning
officer in Selkirk was a gentleman who, I am sure, acted
most impartially and discharged his duties well, because, if
he had not done g0, there is no doubt that a petition would
have been filed against me before the 12th of this month.

Mr. WATSON. As my constituency has been mentioned
by the last speaker, I will take the occasion of saying that I
think it very unfortunate that the instructions given to the
returning officers should have led to so much trouble. In
my county, previous to the nomination and afterwards, the
returning officer informed me that he would allow no voters
to record their votes on certificate, except two at each poll.
That was his interpretation of the Act, and I believe it was
correct. But the day before the election, on returning to
Portage la Prairie, the returning officer decided that he
must do otherwise. The member for Lisgar captared
an army of sixtysix certified volers who recorded
their votes against me in the town of Poitage Ia
Prairje on certificates, as I balieve, contrary to law, ard
contrary to the provision that only two certified voters are
entitled to vote at each poll. There are five polling di:-
triets in that town, and sixty-six voters outside the town
recorded their votes. I have no particalar fault to find with
that officer in the position he occupies. I know that it was
his intention to carry out thatelection honorably and fairly,
but he told me himself that such a pressare was brought to
bear upon him by supporters of the Government that he
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was compelled, even two days before the election, to' to offer these remarks in vindication of the gentleman who
issue those certificates, which he believed to be a fraud 'discharged the duties of returning officer from 1867 down
himself. If it had not been for the use of those certified ' to a recent day, and I believe if anything tended to add to
voters, I should have been returned by a much larger  my majority it was the dismissal of that officer from his
majority that I received. As regards the returns, I believe 'position and the appointment of a stranger. He wss well
1 might bave been gazetted some two weeks earlier than I known and well liked and many of his friends felt deeply
was, It is true, I live a little distance from here, althongh ‘ agzrieved at his removal; and this action, no doubt, added
po further than the hon. gentleman for Selkirk (Mr. Daly), ' largely also to the majority of my friend from Centre
and it seems to me I ought to have been gazetted at the ' Wellington (Mr. Semple), because that oficer !ived in Peel,
same date be was, instead of two weeks later. I do not and friendssympathised with him and manifested their con-
know whether that was the fault of the returning officer or | demnation of the action of the Government in removing him

the fault of the offisials in Ottawa. It think it is of the |
utmost importance that these documents should be laid
bofore the House, because there is a wholesale charge made
against all the returning officers. Some of them must be
ascused wrongfally., From the discussions I have heard to-
pight it appears that the returns have not been gazetted
as received, but it is not right to accuse those returning
officers who have done their duty and made their returns
punctually, as the Grit returning officer from Hastings made
his, My hon. friend from Hastings was the first gentleman
goszetted, I believe, and it was done by & urit returning
officer. It is not right that this wholesale charge should |
stand against the returning officers, therefore I think the !
returns asked for by the hon. member for Bothwell (Mr.
Mills) should be brought down.

Mr. McMULLEN. I desire to say with reference to
the returning officer in my constituency, that previous to
the last election he had acted as such for many years, and
held the position of registrar. Ho was not by any means !
a Reformer or a Grit. '

He was appointed by the Govern- |
ment of Sandfield Macdonald, when my esteemed friotd, |
the hon. Minister of Agricultare (Mr. Carling) was ai
member of the Government. Undoubtedly he was an |
honest man, and he discharged the duties of returning
officer ever since Confederation. I cannot understand for
what reason he was jilted at the last election, and another
man appointed in his place. I did hear, after the election
was over, something about a cause dating since the election
of 1882. I believe that at that time, when Senator Plumb
was my opponent, he did not carry out what my oppooent '
thought he should have done in counection with the declar- '
ation, and it was owing to that fact that a qniet hint was
given to him that he would not be permitted to occupy tho
position any longer. The man that was appointed in his |
place performed, the duties very creditably for a new man, |
and I have no fault to find, further than this, that I/
was not gazetted before the 3rd of April. Now, on the
4th of March, I received my certificate of having been duly :
elected member for North Wellington. I believe the return- |
ing officer sent forward his return at the proper period
after the necessary number of days had elapsed that these
papers should remaia in his hands. He told me he would
make his return just 8o soon as the time was up, and I be-
lieve he did so. If he did so, those papers wouald arrive at
Ottawa on 10th March, and they were held by the official
in whose charge they were until 3rd April. I cannot un-
derstand why that should have taken place. I simply eay
it appears singular it should have happened. With respect
to the question of protest, on which a good deal has been
said, and as to the probability of a protest being entered
against those members last gazetted, I would say this: It
will be no new thing for North Wellington to have a pro-
test. There has not been an election in that riding, from
Confederation to the present time, when a Reformer has
been elected, at which a protest has not been entered. There
has never been a protest in that riding entered against a
Conservative, but all the Reformers returned have been pro- !
tested against. So a protest will be nothing new or strange,
and I do not feel at all anxious about it, for it is no use
gettizg excited, bat it is better to to take it coolly. I desire
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from the position he had ocoupied for 8o many yesrs and the
duties of which ho had discharged so eficiently, and appoint-
ing a stranzer, although [ frankly admit that the recent
retarning officer endeavored to discharge his duties faith.
fully and to the best of his ability, and I believe he did so
on every ocecasion, even up to forwarding the returns,

Mr. PLATT. It is pleasing to kunow that in the general
aud sweeping charge made against the action of the return-
ing officers there aro, here and there, instances where we are
able to exonerate them from the oharge made. I wish to
add to the list of those against whom no charge, so far as I
know, can be laid, the returning offiver of the county which
I ropresent. My grievance in the matter under discussion,
is perhaps as great as that of any hon, member, still [ am
not able to lay any charge at the door of the returning
officer, notwithstanding the fuct that that officer was, and
is to-day, the secretary of the Liberal-Conservative Asso.
ciation of the county and was solicitor for the Conservative
party daring the revision ot the lists. 1t seems, however,
that where the evil instrument could not be found in the
coustituency such instrument was found at the Capital. I
have made some enquiry, and I trust the papers connected
with the matter will be brought down. know that the

Ireturn from the county of Prince Edward was for-

warded to Ottawa ou 9th March. I know that the
Clerk of the Crown in Chancery acknowledged the
receipt of that return on 11th March. I koow that no cor- .
respondence took place between that officer and the
returning officer of that county between that time and the
I have further to state that the
officer found time, on 1llth March, to acknowledge the
receipt of the return, but he did not find time to send
ressage to the printer of th» Gazette for the issue of the
12th, nor did he find time to send the messago by the LYth,
nor by the 26th, nor by 2od April, and it was not sill 9th
April that my return was gazetted. I trust the papers will
be brought down in order that we may ascertuin the reason
of the delay. I make no charge. It may be that in some
instances correspondence wus necessury between the Clerk
of the Crown in Chancery and the returuing officer, but in
my case no such correspondeuce took pluce, and no such
correspondence was necessary.  As has beon said the luw
directs and commands that that officer shall publish the
returus in the next Gazette. This return was acknow-
ledged on lith March, aod not published till 9th April.

Mr. DAVIN. I wish to call the attention of the Houso
to what has been done in the North-West Territories, though
the leader of the Opposition has not alluded to what has
been done there, because if the same principles guided the
Administration in the appointment of returning officers in
other parts of the Dominion a8 guided them in the North-
West Territories, then they must have acted with coo-
spicious fairness. We had in the constituency for the hou.
member for Hast Assiniboia (Mr. Perley) Mr. Hugel as
returning officer, an old suppurter, and L believe still &
supporier of hon. gontlemen opposite,

An hon. MEMBER. No; he is & Tory.

Mr. DAVIN. Is he a Tory now ? I do not know whether
the hon. gentleman is in & position to say whether Mr.
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Hugel is a Tory or not. If he.is I am glad to bear it,
because I am glad to know there are s0 many supporters of
good goverpment in the-country, Mr. Fitzgerald was also a
Reformer, and so far as I know he is a supporter of the Re-
form party still. He was returning officer at Calgary. In the
constituency [ have the honor to represent, Mr. Watson,
clerk of the court, was appointed, and he was certainly the
person who would naturally be appointed the returni