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Bouse of Commons Debates

FIRST SESSION, SIXTH PARLIAMENT.—-50 VIC.

THE Frera ParviaMEnT of the Dominion, which had
been prorogued from the 2nd day of June, 1886, and
thence from time to time, was dissolved by Proclamation
on the 16th day ot January, 1887, and, Writs having been
issued and returned, a new Parliament was summoned to
meet for the Despatch of Business, on Wednesday, the 13th
day of April, 1887, and did accordingly meet on that dsy.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
WepNESDAY, 13th April, 1887,

ON which day, being the first day of the meeting of the
First Session of the Sixth Parliament, for the Despatch of
Business,—John G. Bourinot, Esquire, Clerk of the House
of Commons, Donald William Macdonell, William Wilson,
and Frangois Fortunat Rouleau, Esquires, Commissioners
appointed by Dedimus Potestatem for administering the
Oath to Members of the House of Commons, all attending
according to their duty ;—Richard Pope, Esquire, Clerk of
the Crown in Chancery, delivered to the said John G.
Bourinot a book containing a list of the names of the Mem-
bers returned to serve in this Parliament.

The aforesaid Commissioners did administer the Oath to
the Members who were present, which being done and the
Members having subscribed the Roll containing the Oath,
they repaired to their seats.

A Message was delivered by Réné Bdonard Kimber,
Esquire, Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod.

Gentlemen,

The Honorable 8ir WiLLiax JornstoN® Rircme, Deputy Governor,
deasires the immediate attendance of thia Honorable House in the Senate
Chamber.

Accordingly, the House went up to the Senate, when the
Speaker of the Senate said :

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senats,.and
Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

The Honorable Sir WiLLiax JoExsToNE RitomIx, Deputy Governor, does
not see fit to declare the causes of summoning the present Parliament
until a Speaker of the House of Commons shall have been chosen ac-
cording to law, but to-morrow, at three o’clock in the afternoon, the
canses of summon:ug this Parliament will be declared.

And the Hous~ being returned,

ELECTION OF THE SPEAKER.

Sir JOHN A. M.CDONALD, addressing himself to the
Clerk, said : Mr. Bourinot, I move that Joseph Alderic
Ouimet, Esq., the men.ber representing the Electoral Dis-
trict of Laval, do take the Chair as Speaker of this House.
To the old members of Parliament I need say nothing
in favor of the selection of Mr. Ouimet. To those who
have not gat in Parliament before, I would say that Mr.
Ounimet has represented his county withoat interruption
since he was first elected. The people have shown their
confilence in him by eleciing him on five different
occasions, He is, therefore, a gentleman of parliamentary
oxperience. He is also an acvooate of high standing at

the bar, and one of Her Majesty's counsel. I am sure the
House will have great pleasure in acoepting this motion
which I now make. ’

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. I second the motion.

Mr. BLAKE. Mr, Bourinot: It is not my intention to
oppose the motion. The sition which it is pro-
posed that we should fill goy our unanimous vote—
as I hope it will be—is one of high distinotion,
a worthy object of honorable ambition to the first
men on the floor of this Chamber; and it requires
the possession of some distinguished and some rare qualities.
It requires & reasonable acquaintance with both offlcial
tongues,the power of continuous toil,the rapid comprehension
of and familiarity with the rules and customs of Parliament,
and the capacity to apply them on the spur of the moment.
Bat it requires even more than these, a somewhat rare com-
bination of qualities—patience and ocourtesy combined
with dignity, firmuess and decision, and, most
of all, it requires the possession of a judicial spirit, a
spirit of justice, and & determination to,aoct justly between
the majority and the minority, between friend aand foe,
between the highest and the humblest person on the floor of
the Chamber. In 1878, the hon. gentleman who has just
proposed this motion, occapying & position on this side of
the House, thus expressed himself with reference to the
position of the Speaker :

4 The Speaker is chosen to act judicially between the parties. He is
to free himself from all political connection, and therefore the rule in
England—the wiss rule and practice in England-—has been, although
we unfortunately have not introduced it into this country, and we now
see more than ever the disadvantage of not following English precedent,

that ﬂ,z,e Speaker is not to bs nominated by a member of the Govera-
ment.

The hon. gentleman had had, before he made these obser-
vations, two or more opportunities of directing the course
of procedure in the election of Speaker, in which be did not
follow what he called the wise rule and practice in England
that we unfortunately had not introduced into this country.
Since moralizing, as we are in the habit of doing in Opposi-
tion, on the subject, he has had two more opportunities of
restoring and correcting our practice by the practice of the
English Parliament. I expected that at this time, perhaps,
he woult have adopted the views he expressed in 1878; but
I observe that, like other great men, he is better at moraliz-
ing than at practice, For my part I care little about the
form—1I care little about the form except as an expression
of a principle. It is of little consequence whether a so-called
independent member proposes the Speaker, who has been
the prior choice of the Administration, or whether that pro-
posal is made by a member of the Government, But I quite
agree that, a8 a symbol of a principle, the form is of impor-
tance, and that principle is vital—the principle, namely, of
the relation of the Speaker to both sides of the House; in
trath, that in order that we should property do our business
it is necessary that the House shonﬁi have confidence in the
impartiality of the Chair. I feel—I have always felt—that
it is important that, if it be at all possible, we should avoid
division on the selection of the officer who is to
fill that delicate relation towards us; and, therefore,
I rejoice that the occasion does not at this time
arise for any such divigion. I may be allowed to repeat
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here a suggestion which I made on the last occasion of our
choice of & Speaker—a suggestion which, I am afraid, sab-
sequent eventa indicate it is not altogether unnecessary to
repeat, and that is, the great importance which we ought
to attach to the spontaneous and prompt repressing by the
Spesaker of this House of disorderly language. In this par-
ticular matter I consider that the first word is the worst
word, and that the higher the guarter from which the word
comes the worse the word. My hon. friend from Laval
(Mr. Ouimet) has set us in his position on the floor a very
admirable example in this regard, and I trust that that
example which he has set us during the thirteen or fourteen

ears now past on the floor, he will enforce by precept when
{e is entrusted with the authority to which Irefer. I shall
not expect any weakness in the discharge of this duty on
his part, but rather thall hope for the best. The hon. gen-
tleman has referred to the parliamentary career of my hon,
friend. I have watched it with interest and not without
sympathy. I bave observed in bim at times efforts which
1 deemed to be in the right direction in the discharge of
his duty as & Capadian citizen. I have observed in him
aepirations towards that interpretation of the Federal pact
to which I adhere, and aspirations towards the development
of our powers, for example, of dealing with our relations
with other counirier, in which I bave entirely coincided
with him, It 1 were disposed to be critical I might say
there have been occasions mpon which it appeared to me be
hardly pushed hi- principles fully into action, that he did not
carry to their full Jogical development the views which he
entertained, ' But I trust that, fortified and ripened by
experience in the position which he is about to occupy for
the next few years, we may find—it there be that blemish—
that blemish entirely removed when he retakes his place
on the floor. My hon. friend has at times been rather a
disturbing element in the party ranks. I recollect very
well when to him was ascribed a somewhat prominent part
in the extrsordinary convolutions which were performed by
the Figure 8 some years ago in the neighborhood of this
Chamber. To him is ascribed, not the authorship indeed,
but the application—as illustrative of the relations of his
friends of that time in the Administration to his collesgues
from his Province—of the phrase * d quat’ pattes, Canayens,”
and to him is aseribed, encouraged no doubt and ipepired
from & quarter still higher and nearer to the Adminis.
tration than himself, that resistance which resuited in
the submission of the Minister —in his placing himself
“ad quat’ pattes before the Canayens,” and entering Room
No. 5 under the Caudine forks. I hope there never
may be occasion to say of him that he illustrated
in his own person the application of the phrase; that
it never may be said of him that he was ‘“ d quat’ pattes”
~that he marched from mutiny to ministerial favor,
or touched the Treasury by treason. 1 hope it never
may be said of him that he attained, or counld retain this
Chair by anything approaching to base subserviency or
abandonment of principle. KFor my part, I feel special
pleasure in acceding to this particular choice on this par-
ticular occasion. e are just now come from & very severe
election campaign, in which the chief Tory slogan and
battle-cry against myself was my vote on the execution of
Riel and my opinion of the management of North-West
affairs. I was called on to express an opinion on that sub-
jeot, which I did in this place about twelve months ago,
when I declared thatin my opinion the execution of Riel
was a severe blow 10 the administration of criminal justice
in Canada, a cruel act which I felt ought to be regretted,
I knew that that opinion was unpopular. I knew that it
was not shared by many of my own friends. I knew
it was perilous of vtterance and that it was liable to mis.
interpretation. I asked only that I should be allowed to be
sincere and honest in the expression of my convictions,
But the B’l"ory party declined (o permit that position,

un.

They declared that no honest man, no jurist, no parlis-
mentarian, no statesman, eould honestly believe that which
I, a8 they said, professed to believe. They declared that I
was setting up the French above the English, the Roman
Catholics above the Protestants—that I was breaking down
the sacred rule of one law for all, that I was raising the cry
of race and revenge, that I was destrqying the prime
principle of the administration of oriminal justice. They
roused the Orange Tories to madness. I was insulted in the
press, in the pulpit, on the platform. I was called a Rielite,
a conspirator against Canadian law, a hypoerite and coward,
a knave, afool, a rebel and a traitor, And as to the Half-
breeds, the Tories declared that there was no neglect, no
delay, no mismanagement on the part of the Government—
that, on the contrary, all was kindness, promptness, dili-
gence and wisdom ; that the accusation was false, &nd the
acouser a calumniator. A year ago, discussing these-ques-
tions here, 1 appealed to a later day—to the ne%t generation—
for my final verdict, and the judgment of history recorded
by posterity. Who, at that time, could have believed that
within these fewmonths I should find these, my accurers, to-
day laying the first stone of my vindication. What is the
earliest step which they propose to this Assembly, elected
largely under the influence ot those cries ? They propose
for the first place here, for the position of Speaker and
mouthpiece of the Canadian Commons, for the vindicator of
our privileges, for our judicial arbiter, the gentleman who
voted with me a few months ago:
¢ That this House feels it its duty to express its deep regret that the
sentence of death passed upon Louis Riel, convicted of high treason,
was allowed to be carried into execution.”
They propose for that high office the gentleman who a
few months ago followed vp that vote by voting with me
¢ That it was the daty of the Government to proceed with diligence,
under the authority they obtained from Parliament in 1879, to settle the
claims arising out of the Indian title of the Half-breeds of the North-West
Perritories, and also to settle the claims of those of the Manitoba Ha'f-
breeds who were temporarily absent during the evumeration, and that
in this respect the Government h8 been guilty of neglect, delay and
mismanagement, prejadicial to the peace, weifare and good goveroment
ot Uanada."’
These votes of censure on the part of the hon. member for
Laval do give him a title to my support. These votes of
want of confidence in the Administration do lead me to the
conclusion that he possesses a soundness of judgment which
I hope he will illustrate in the duties of the Chair. But
what is to be said of the men who called me Rielite and
conspirator—nay, even fool, hypocrite and coward, calum-
piator, traitor and rebel, because I so voted, and who pro-
pose to elevate to the first place in this Chamber the gentle-
man who shared in the votes with me? 1Is this the
application of the principle of one law for all ? Is this the
sdministration of even-handed justice—highest honors for
one, execration and contempt for the other? Are they aot-
ing thus in spite of the hon. member’s votes? It so, it
proves that the votes cannot have been so very bad aiter
all, Bat they are not so acting ; they are acting so largely
because of the votes. We know, and no one knows better
than the hon. member, that he largely owes his elevation
ut this conjuncture to the fuct that he occupies the happy
osition of having voted to condemn the execution of Louis
iel and the conduot of the Government with reference to
Haulif-breed aftairs. It is becanse of the votes largely, «nd
not in spite of them, that this motion is made, Tell it not,
Mr. Bourinot, on the 12th of July; name it not in the
lodges of the Orangemen; but so it is; and such being the
pituation, I extend in advance my hearty congratulations to
my fellow- Rielite, to my co-conspirator against Canadian law,
to my brother knave and fool, my tellow-bypocrite and
traitor, my associate in calamny, treason and rebellion, on
being about to receive, by the ucanimous vote of the Cana-
dian Commons, the position of first commoner of Canada,

Motion agreed to,
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Mr. Bovrivor. I declare Mr. Ouimet daly chosen to
occupy the Chair of this Honorable House as its Speaker.

Mr. OutuxT was conducted from his place to the Chair
by Sir John A. Macdonald and Sir Hector Langevin.

Mr. SPEAKER, Erxor, standing on the upper step, said:
1 beg leave to tender to this House my sincere thanks for the
high honor it has conferred upon me in electing me to be its
Speaker. It will be my earnest endeavor to deserve the
confidence you have reposed in me, and to discharge the
important duties that devolve upon me with firmness and
impartiality. I know how ill-fitted I am for the position
compared with others, but I trust in the co-operation of
honorable gentlemen on both sides in maintaining our rales
and usages, and in preserving the dignity and freedom of
debate, according to well-established custom.

And the Mace, which before lay under the Table, was laid
upon the Table.

8ir JOHN A, MACDONALD moved the adjournment of
the House.

Motion agreed to; and the House adjourned at 3:40 p.m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Trunspay, 14th April, 1887,
The SpraxerR Erxor having taken the Chair,

PraYERs.

A Message was delivered by Réné Edouard Kimber
Esquire, Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod :—

MR. SPRAXER,~
His Excellency the Governor General desires the immediate attend-
ance of this Honorable House in the Senate Chamber.

Accordingly the House went up to the Senate Chamber

Then the HonomrasLe JOSEPH ALDERIC OUIMET,
Seraxer ErEor, said:

MAY 17 rLmAsE Your EXCELLENCY :—

The House of Commons have elected me as their Speaker, thoughJ
am but little able to fulfil the 1mportant daties thus assigaed to me.

If, in the performance of those duties, I should at any time fall into
error, [ pray that the fault may be imputed to me, and not to the Com-
mons, wgose gervant [ am, and who, through me, the better t enable
them to discharge their duty to their Queen and country, humbly claim
all their undoubted rights and privileges, especially that they may bave
freedom of Speech in their Debates, access to Your Excellency’s person
at all geasonable times, and that their proceedings may receive from
Your Excellency the mos: favorable consideration.

The Honorable the Spxaxzr of the Senate then said:

Mz. Spaaxir,—

1 am commanded by His Excellency the Governor General to declare
to you that he freely confides in the duty and sttachment of the House
of Eommons to Her Majesty’s Person and Government, and not doubt-

" ing that their proceedings will be conducted with wisdom, temper and
prudence, he grants, and upon all occasions will recogrize and allow,

their constitational privileges.
I am commanded also to assure you, that the OCommons shall have

ready acceas to His Excellency upon all seagonable occasions, and that
theit proceedings, as well as your words and actions, will constantly
receive from bim the most favorable construction.

Then His Excellency the GovVERNOR GENERAL was pleased

to open Parliament by a Speech from the Throne.
And the House being returned,

Mr, SPEAKER said: I have the honor to state that the
House having attended on His Excellency the Governor
General in the Senate Chamber, 1 informed His Excellency
that the choice of Speaker bad fallen on me, and, in your
names and on your behalf, I made the usual clsim for your

privileges, which His Excellency was pleased to confirm to
you.
CONTROVERTED ELECTIONS.

Mr. SPEAKER laid before the House, Judgment bearing
date the eighth day of June, 1886, of the Hon. Mr. Justice
Angers, one of the Judges selacted for the trial of Election
Petitions, pursuant to the Dominion Controverted Elections
Aoct, 1874, in the matter of the election petition for the
Electoral Distriot of Beauce, by which judgment the said
pelition was dismissed. ;

ADMINISTRATION OF OATHS OF OFFICE.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD introduced Bill (No.1) res-
pecting the Administration of Qaths of Office.

Bill read the first time.

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE.

Mr. SPEAKER. I have the honor to inform this House,
that when the House attended Hie Excellency the Governor
General this day in the Senate Coamber, His Excellency
was pleased to make a Speech to both Houses of Parliament,
and, to prevent mistakes, I have obtained a copy of the
Speech, which is as follows :—

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate :
Gentlemen of the House of Commons ;

It is my pleasing duty on the opening of a new Parliament to cen”
gratulate you on the general prosperity of the country and on the pros-
pect of a coming season of peace and progress.

You will, I am sure, gladly join in with the rest of the loyal subjects
of the Queen in offering Her Mujesty your sincers congratalations on
her having reached the fiftieth anniversary of her sccession to the
Throne, and in giving expression to an earnest hope that she msy be
long spared to reign over her vast dominions.

The prominent position taken by Canada at ths Oolonial and Indian
Exhibition, recently held in London, has made the Dominion more
widely and favorably known than before, and will, I have no doubt,
contribute largely to its material progress by calling attention to the
advantsges offered by our country to the agriculturist, and by attracting
the capital necessary for the development of its great natural re-
sources.

‘Negotiations between Her Majesty's Government and that of the
United Btates on the Fishery Question, with respect to which my Gov-
ernment has been fully informed and consulted, are still in progress, and
will, we may be permitted to hope, result in an arrsngement honorsble
and satisfactory to both nations.

Meanwhile the necessary provision has been made for the protection
of our inshore fisheries. The papers on this subject will be laid before
you.

Your aitention will be invited to the expediency of establishing s
Department ot Trade and Oommerce, under the supervigion of & respon-
8,ble Miniater.

You will also be asked to consider the ‘propriety of making suck im-
provement in the organisation of the Departments of Justice, Customs,
a nd Inland Revenue, a8 will provide greater facilities for the despatch
of the large and increasing volume of business with which those De-
paritments are charged.

A measure will be submitted to you giving representation in the
Senate to the North-West Territories in addition to that which they now
possess in the House of Commons.

Other measures will be laid before you, and among them will be found
Bills for the amendment of the Acts relating to Government Railways,
for providing s beiter mode of Trial of Olaims against the Crown, for the
jmprovement of the Procedure in Oriminal Oases, and for the further
amendment of the Ohinese Immigration Act,
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Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

You will be acked, in order to provide against the possible interrup-
tion of the navigation of our great inland waters, for an appropriation in
aid of the construction of a canal to connect the waters of Lakes Huron
and Superior at Sault Bte. Marie.

The Accounts for the past year will be 1aid before you, as well a8 the
Estimates for the ensuniag year. They have been prepared with due re-
gard to economy and the requirements of the Public Service.

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate :
Gentiemen of the House of Commons :
1 commend thege important subjects and others which may be 1aid be-
fore you to your best consideration, with full confidence in your earnest
desire to promote the development and well-being of Canada.

On motion of Sir JorN A. MacpoNaLD, His EXCELLENOY'S
Speech was ordered 10 be taken into consideration to-

IOITOW.
REPORT.

Mr. SPEAKER laid before the House, the Report of the
Joint Librarians on the state of the Library of Parliament.

SELECT STANDING COMMITTEES.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved:

That Select Standing Committees of this House, for the present Sese
sion, be appointed for the following purposes:—1. On Privileges and
Elections. 2. On Expiring Laws. 3. On Railways, Canals, and Tele-

raph Lines. 4. On Miscellaneous Private Bills. 5. On Standing
51‘&%1‘5 6. On Printing. 7. OUn Public Accounts. 8. On Bankingand
Oommerce. 9. On Immigration and Oolonization ; which said Oom-
mittees £hall severally be empowered to examine and enquire into all
such matters and things as may be referred to them by the House; and
to report from time 10 time their observaticns and opinions thereon ;
with power to send for persons, papers and records.

Motion agreed to.

DEBATES COMMITTER.

Mr, BOWELL. With the permission of the House I pro-
pose to move the usual Committee for the Supervision of
the Debates of this House. In selecting the names we have
bad particular reference to the different sections of the whole
Dominion, ard have therefore selected a representative from
each Province. 1 hope the names chosen will meet with
the approval of the House. I beg to move:

That a Select Committee be appointed to supervise the Official Réport
of the Debates of this House during the present Session, with power to
report from time to time, the said Uommittee to be composed of Messrs.
Baker, Béchard, Cbarlton, Colby, Davin, Desjardins, Ellis, Innes,
Mcintyre, Royal, Taylor, Tupper (ictou), Weldon (Albert).

Mr. BLAKE. I had rather that the hon. gentloman
should move that on to-morrow, or move it a8 & notice for
to-morrow,

Mr. BOWELL. It will stand as a notice for to-morrow,

QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE.

. Mr. WELDON (8t. John). I beg to call the attention of
the House to the matter connected with the election in the
County of Queen’s, N.B. 1 do not propose to enter into
the question until we have the requisite information before
the House, 1 fee! this is a maiter which affects the dignity
and privileges of the House and the electors at large, and
I hope it will not be approached in any partisan spirit.
Without further discussing the matter I would move :

That the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery be ordered to attend at the
openiog of this House, to-morrow, with the return of the last election
for the Electoral District of Queen’s, in the Province of New Brunswick,
together with all poll-books and all other papers, letters, documents
snd memoranda which may have been transmitted to him by the Return-
ing Officer and received by him since the despatch of the Writ of Elec-
tion, and copies of letters sent by him to the Returning Officer.

Mr, Speaxza.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. I understand that a ques-
tion of great importance will arise in connection with the
papers moved for. I have mnot the slightest objection to
the motion,

Motion agreed to.

STANDING COMMITTEES.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. I understand a great deal
of private legislation will come before the House this Ses-
sion and it is advisable, therefore, that the Standing Com-
mittees be struck as soon as possible. I move:

That a Special Committee of seven members be appointed, to prepare
and report with all eonvenient speed, lista of members to compose the
Select Standing Committees ordered by the House, this day; to be
composed of Sir John A. Macdonald, Sir Hector Langevin, Sir klchurd
Oartwright, and Messrs. McLelan, Bowell, Blake and Laurier.

Motion agreed to.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment of
the House.

Motion agreed to; and the House adjourned at 3:50 p. m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Fripay, 15th April, 1887,
The SpEAKER took the Chair at Three o’clock.

PravyERs.

QUEEN’S, N.B., ELECTION.
Mr. WELDON moved :

That the papers in possession of the Olerk of the Orown in Chan-
cery relating to the election in the Electoral Distriot of Queen’s, N.B.,
be now read

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I suppose they may be
considered as read.

Mr. BLAKE, It is believed, from what we know of the
contents of these papers, that it is necessary to follow them
up with an immediate motiop, and for that reason the House
should be put in possession of them at once. I think the
hon, gentleman will seo, when he hears the papers read,
that a sort of interlocutory motion is necessary.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I think, however, that
the matter will have to go to the Committee on Privileges
and Elections, as is always done.

Motion agreed to, and the papers were read by the Clerk
accordingly.

Mr. WELDON. My excuse for bringing this matter be-
fore the House is its great importance, inasmuch as it
involves an infringement of the liberties of the people in
general and of the electorate of Queen’s, New Brunswick,
in particular, and I trust that in discussing this matter we
will avoid displaying any undue partisan spirit. This
matter affects the rights and privileges of every elector in
the Dominion, involving as it does, the decision of the
question whether & returning officer can set at defiance
the wishes of the majority of the electors of an electoral
district by declaring, in the exercise of a jurisdiction not
given te him and in defiance of the law, & party not elected
to be elected & member of this House. It appears from the
statements read by the clerk that the nominations were
made and a poll was held, and that the court was adjourned
for the purpose of receiving the return of the state of the
poll. On the 28th of February the court was held, and
then adjourned until the 5th of March, in consequence of
some of the ballot boxes not being forthcoming, owing to
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the bad state of the roads; on the 8th of March the return-
ing officer held his court and opened the ballot boxes. He
summed up the votes, but in the return which has been
laid on the Table, we find he has carefully and studiously
avoided stating what was the result of the voting. He has
stated that he summed up the votes, and so far he was
right, but beyond that there was gross dereliction of duty
ov his part, and I hope this House will not tolerate such
conduct on the part of a returning officer where his daty
i8 80 clearly pointed out by the statute. I hold in my hand
the certificate and the copy of the affidavit made by Mr.
Baird, one of the candidates on that occasion, who states :

¢ That on the said 5th inst. the said returning officer opened his court,
opened the ballot boxes, and added togethier the number of votes given
for said Qeorge G. King and for myselt, from the statement contained in
the several ballot boxes returned by the deputy retumini‘oﬂicera, and
stated that he found by said statements that 1,181 votes had been given
for se}d George . King, and 1,130 votes had been given for thig depo-
nent.

If that was the case—and I state here from my place as a
member of this House that I believe the statement to be
correct that Mr. King, when the votes were summed up,
had the majority—1I say that, by the law, the duty of the
returning officer was clearly laid down. What his duty
might be at the nomination, it is not necessary to enquire.
We find that the nomination was made, that the deposit
was made, and & receipt given to Mr. King; and that,
according to the requirements of the law, the names of the
candidates were posted throughout the county, that a poll
was held on the 22nd of February, and that the ballot
boxes, certificates of return and poll books, were returned
to the returning officer. What then was the duty of that
officer ? The law says :

‘“ The returning officer at the place, day and hour n%pointed by
his proclamation, and after having received all the ballot boxes, shall
proceed to open them, in the presence of the election clerk, the candi-
dates or their representatives, if present, or of at least two electors, if
the candidates or their representatives are not present, and to add
together the number of votes given for each candidate, from the state-
ment3 contained in the several ballot boxes returned by the deputy
returning officers of the ballot papers counted by them. The candidate
who, on the summing up of the votes, is found to have s majority of
votes shall be then declared elested.”

The duty of the returning officer was simply ministerial,
or, to use the language of an eminent judge in Eng.
land, in & very late case, his duty was the arithmetical
calculation of the number of votes, and that is all. Beyond
that he had no power, and if any of the proceedings were
irregular there is a tribunal provided in the Controverted
Elections Act by which returns can be rectified. But I say,
without fear of contradiction, no power exists in 8 return-
ing officer to declare an election invalid, or to refuse to
count up the votes, or to refuse to declare elected the can-
didate who had the majority of votes, Then we find, still
further, that after he is to do this:

¢‘The returning officer shall, immediately after the sixth day after
the final addition by him, unless before that time he receives notice that
he is required to attend before a judge for the purpose of a final additien
or recount by such judge of the votes given at the election, tranamit
hig return to the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, that the candidate
having the largest number of votes has been duly ¢lected, and shall for-
ward to each of the respective candidates a duplicate or copy there-
of, and such return ghall be in the form OC in the first schedule to this
Act.

‘“The returning officer shall accompany his return to the Olerk of the
Crown in Cheacery with a report of his proceedings, in which report he
shall make any observation he thinks proper as to the state of the bailot
boxes or ballov papers as received by him.

‘‘The returning officer shall also transmit to the Clerk of the Crown
in Chancery with his return the ballot papers, the original statements of
the several deputy returning officers hereinbefore referred to, together
with the lists of voters and poll-books used in the several polling dis-
tricts, and all other lists and documents used or required at such election
or which have been transmitted to him by the deputy returning officers.”

The duty of the returning officer is plain, and, with regard
to his duty as to the return to the Clerk of she Crown, the
law is so clear and distinct that “ he who runs msy read,” It

requires no legal lore to decide what is his duty, and that
duty this officer has entirely failed to perform. He has
failed in refusing to declare the person who bad the majority
of votes elected, and he has also failed in refusing to return
the ballot boxes. If rumor speaks true—I do not vouoh for
the correctness of the statement—these ballot papers are no
longer in existence, and if that be 8o, the duty and the honor
of this House require that this matter shoald be fully inves.
tigated, I do not care on what side the candidate may be,
but’ Jugtice should be done, and as far as the law can be
maintained we should maintain it in every particular. In
a ocase decided in England s short time ago, I should like to
read the language ot Lord Esher, as the case is very much
like this one. 1n that case, the returning officer, after the
nomination, and after the poll, undertook to declare that
one of the candidates was disqualified, and that the other
candidate, having the minority of votes in & munieipal elec-
tion, should be returned. I may also add that the language
of the statute in Euogland, the Ballot Act of 1872, and that
of our own Act are almost the same, ln that case, deliver-
ing the judgment of the Court of Appeal, Lord Esher said
as follows ;—

‘‘1t is next said that Roberts was not duly elected because the

returning officer did not declare him to be elected. It is not denied
that he obtained & msjority of votes. We have to see, therefore, what
are the powers and duties of a returning officer in a municipal election.
Firat comes the nomination, which is to take place before the mayor,
when the borough is divided into wards. It 18 not necessary here to
decide whether the mayor could reject the nomination of & candidmte
not properly qualified. If he had that power, he did not exercige it in
the present case, becaunse he accepted the nomination of both candidates.
Then come the powers and duties of the returning officer, which are
indicated in and limited by the second section of the Ballot Aot,
1872. Those powers and duties begin after the close of the poll. He is
to take charge of the ballot boxes; open them in the presence of such
of the agents (if any) of the candidates as may be present, ‘aud ascer-
tain the result of the poll by counting the votes given to each candi-
date,” 7The result of the poll is what he is to ascertain, and he must
agcertain it in the way prescribed by the Act, and in that way only.
The section then proceeds : ¢ And shall forthwith declare to be elected
the candidate or candidates to whom the majority of votes have been
given.’ No power i8 given to him to declare that candidate elected to
whom the msjority of votes has been legally given. The moment he
has cast up the votes, he must declare the candidate elected who bas
the arithmetical majority. He may only adjourn tor the purpose of
finishing the count. The section does not entitle him to enquire
whether the candidate is under any personal dimbﬂit{ to be elected,
whether the candidate be man or womao, or whether the person
nominated be deal or alive. The returning officer has simply to per-
form the arithmetical duty of adding up the vutes, and to declare the
pergon elected who has the majority. Though it is not necessary to-
decide the point, I am inclined to think that his declaration is merely
winisterial, and that, if he remained silent and did not make any
declaration, the person who had the majority of votes would be duly
elected.”
1 say that no language could apply more absolutely to the
case ] am now presenting to the House than the language
of the Master of the Rolls in England, and I say that under
our Act the same duties devolve upon the returning
officer, and that is his only duty. It would be unfor-
tunate for the people of this country, it would be unfor-
tunate for the liberty of the people, that any such powers
should be given to returning officers as one of them has
undertaken to exercise in this case. I trust that the spirit
of honor and fair play will animate every member of this
House, irrespective of political leaning, so far as to see that
the law is carried out, and that right and justice is done as
between these parties. I beg to move:

That Mr John R. Dunn, the Returniog Officer for the Electoral Dis-
trict of the Oounty of Queen’s, N B., be ordered by telegraph to transmit
forthwith to the Ulerk of the Urown in Chancery the poli-books, certifi-
cate of return, ballots, and all other papers used and otherwise con-
nected with the late election and poll beld in the said £lectoral District.
I trust that this motion will pass, and that immediate steps
will be taken to communicate with the returning officer
80 a8 to have these papers laid before the House at as early
a day as possible,

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I am quite sure the
House wiil approach this case, as they ought to approach
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every case, in a judicial spirit and not in & partisan spirit.
1 have heard the statement of the hon. gentleman, and I
have heard the particulars for the first time. My attention
has not been called before to this case, but it is a very im-
portant case, and involves a very important principle. I
have not the slightest objection that this motion should be
adopted.

Motion agreed to.

STANDING COMMITTEES.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD, I understand from the
hon. the leader of the Opposition that he would prefer that
the name of Mr. Mills should be substituted for his own on
the Striking Committee. By the universal consent of the
House the change can be made.

Motion agreed to.

DEBATES COMMITTERE.

Mr. BOWELL. I beg to move the motion of which I
gave notice yesterday :—

That a Belect Committee be appointed to supervise the Official Report
of the Debates of this House during the present Sesgsion, with power to
report from time to time; to be composed of Messrs éaker, échard,
Charlton, Colby, Davin, Nesjardins, Ellis, Innes, McIntyre, Royal,
Taxlor, Tupper (Pictou), and \;Veldou (Albert).

I may explain to the House, for the information of those
who were not present yesterday, that, in increasing the
number of this committee, I have selected a representative
from each of the Provinces, and two or three from the
larger Provinces, making the total thirteen, which I hope
will meet with the approval of the House.

Mr. BLAKE. T am sorry the hon, gentleman has made
another attempt in the direction which I objecied to on a
former occasion with reference to this committee. It must
be well understood by the House that this is a very special
committee, and that the possibility of maintaining the in.
stitution which is presided over by the committee depends
upon the very full recognition of the equal rights on both
sides, That recognition was made until the year 1885. The
comroittee, for example, for the year 1884, and I believe
also for the preceding year, was composed of nine members,
of whom five were irom the side of the majority and four
from the side of the minority. It was not unreasonable,
since there must be a majority on one side or the other, and
of course, it was not merely not unreasonable, but it was
proper, that the majority should be on the side of those who
bave the majority in the House. Bat the hon. gentieman
opposite, who had a majority in the House of about two to
one, recognized through a series of years, and up to the
year 1884, the special circumstances belonging to this com-
mittes, and had the committee composed as nearly as might
be of an equal number of members. In the
year 18856 the hon. gentleman proposed to change
that, and he proposed a committee in which the
number on the side of the majority should be very
considerably increased. I objected. He did not propose
that our number should be increased at all ; he left them at
four, and he pat at either six or seven, the number of gentle-
men who were to belong to the side of the majority, I
pointed out the special circumstances which had been recog-
nized for all these years as applying to the constitution of
this committee, the practice which had been pursued, and 1
requested that it should be maintained. The hon.
gentleman declined to maintain it in its integrity, but he
agreed to add one member, & member for the minority, and
thus the committee was increased to twelve, being five from
the side of the Opposition and seven from the side of the
Ministerialists. That, of course, did not preserve the propor-
tion, did not keep as nearly an equality as possible, but it
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mitigated the injustice which the hon. gentleman had
designed and proposed to the House. Well, since that time,
in 1886, the committee was renewed in the same way. Now,
we come to & new Parliament in which there has been no
circumstance which entitles the hon. gentleman to propose
that the Ministerial side shoald be increased on the commit-
tee; but what the hon. gentleman proposes is that the
Ministerial strength should be still further increased on this
committee. He proposes that there should be eight Minister-
ialists to ive members of the Opposition on that eommittee
now. That is prooceeding in the same improper direction,
although the popular voice has not indicated to the hon.
gentleman that he has got any right to make such sn
assumption at all. I, therefore, object to the constitution of
the committee in these proportions. I am sorry, also, to
find that the hon, gentleman shonld have proposed to strike
off the committee, 8 pumber of gentlemen formerly, and
still, members of this House, who have taken an active and
intelligent interest in the discharge of the labors of the
committee. I believe that there is, perhaps,none of the
committees in which an acqnaintance with the duties, an
acquaintance with the permanent staff, and an acquaintance
with the general runof the business, is more important than
with reference to the Debates Committee ; and for my part,
and to the extent to which I may have any voice at all in
the selection of the members of the committee, I shall
endeavor to promote the notion that those members who
have satisfactorily acted in the past shonld not be withdrawn
from the committee in the future. I am not myself a very
great admirer of the notion that there is an absolute
necessity in this House, twenty years after Confed-
eration, of each Province being represented nominatim
upon each sand every single committee we strike.
It seems to me to be a very painful confession—if
it is a confession we are called upon to make, and the
hon, gentleman made it yesterday for himself and repeated
it to-day—that we cannnot trust one another sufficiently,
but that, in order to remedy some apprehended injustice to
each Province, each Province must always be represented
on each committee. This is the proposal which the hon.
gentleman makes, and by which he proposes to justify, as
I understand, first, the enlargement of the committee, and
secondly, the changes he makes in its number. However,
I am not going to quarrel with the notion that the com-
mittee should be enlarged, to the extent of pushing my ob-
jection to & vote. I differ from the view that the business
of the House requires this committee to be enlarged, and
my opinion is that there will be a greater sense of respon-
sibility, tbat the work will be better done by the small, than
by the larger, committee. But I do most emphatically ob-
ject to this alteration, this still farther alteration, in the
proportions of this committee to the disadvantage of the
gentiemen gitting on your left, which is now proposed ; and
also, in so far as we are to be represented on the committee,
I think we would prefer to be represented by those who
have represented us in times past—to a certain extent, at
any rate. My hon. friend from the Island of Prince Ed-
ward (Mr. Mclntyre), who is proposed to be placed on this
committee now for the first time, would, I am sure, if he
were in his place, object to the view that either my hon.
friend the member for the County of Hantingdon (Mr.
Soriver), or my hon. friend the member for North Brant
(Mr. Somerville), should be displaced from the position
with the labors of which they have familiarized themselves,
in order that, forsooth, the Island of Prince Edward should
be represented for fear some injustice might be done to that
Island in the preparation of the reports. I, therefore, ask
the hon, gentieman to reconsider the construction of the
committee, and to arrange for such & disposition of the
strength of the committee from one side and the other, as
has been recognized in former days, and if the members
are to be increased, I should like to propose a substitution
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of the name of Mr. Soriver for that of Mr. McIntyre, and
the addition of the name of Mr. Somerville, the member for
North Brant, to the committee. That would give us the old
members, and it would give us six to eight instead of five
to eight, which the hon. gentieman proposes, 1 do not
think that is justice, but it is as near justice as I expeoct,

Mr. BOWELL, As the hon. gentleman, the leader of
the Oppos tion, will be satisfied with that change, with even
that measure of justice, I shall be very glad to accept his
proposition. Bat I must at the same time dissent in toto from
the Krinciple he has laid down that because the members
of the committee have been changed, or that because &
majority of that committee may belong to this side of the
House, therefore, in a matter of this kind, at least, the
committee would not do that justice which has always been
meted out to the Opposition by the Debates Committee. I
may mention that it was not from any want of confidence,
on the part of those who selected this committee, in the
member for Huntingdon (Mr, Scriver), or in the member
for North Brant (Mr, Somerville), that their names were
left out ; butit was necessary in forming alarge committee,
in adopting the principle which 1 laid down when making
the motiop, that some members of the committee must be
left out. Some of those who were left out belong to the
Conservative party and represent constituencies in the Pro-
vince of Quebec and the Province of Ontario, but certainly
it was not for the reason that we had not confidence in them
but because, in & commitlee which was to represen‘ the
whole House, in supervising the reporting of the debates,
we thought that it was much better that each section of the
Dominion should be represented. I have no objection to
accept the proposition made by the leader of the Opposition,
to substitute the name of Mr, Scriver for that of Mr, MoIntyre
and to add Mr, Somerville to the committee.

Motion, as amended, agreed to,

ADDRESS IN ANSWER TO HI# EXCELLENCY'S
SPEECH.

The House proceeded to the consideration of His Ex-
cellency’s Speech at the opening of the Session,

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, in the performance of the
simple task assigned to me upon the present occasion I
would earnestly crave the indulgence of yourself, Sir, and
this honorable House. Although not & young man, I am
8 young member, and he who for the first time addresses
you, Sir, in the presence of these hon. gentlemen, must
be deeply impressed with the dignity of his audience,
and must feol all that trepidation of heart which a novice
experiences when he first displays his raw accomplish-
ments before those who are the masters of his art. If,
therefore, I stumble or falter in that which I desire to do,
I trust that you, Sir, will kindly forget that I have failed,
and only remember that I have tried to do my duty.
His Excellency, in the first paragraph of his Speech con-
gratulates us upon the great prosperity of the country and
upon & coming season of progress and peace, It is gratify-
ing to us to hear that the country is thriving, quiet and pros-
perous, and that the prospect for the future is equally bright
and cheering, However widely hon. gentlemen may differ
in their opinions in regard to the best means of promoting
this peace and prosperity, yet I am suare all have the same
end in view, and it must be to them & source of the highest
satisfaction, & most pleasing reward for their arduous labors
in this House, to learn of the well-being and the weil-doing
of our people, and to know that and plenty dwell
amongst them. As loyal and attached subjects of Her
Masjesty the Queen, we, in common with all who in other
lands bear to her true allegiance, would offer onur most
hearty congratulations upon the near sompletion of the

50th year of her mild and beneficent reign. At the period
of Her Majesty’s accession to the Throne, a century and a

uarter had nearly elapsed since & lady ruled in England.

he.world, and especially the British world, had changed
marvellously in that time. Not only were the social, in-
dustrial and economiocal condition of her people altered, but
the lines of political liberty had beeun extended, the fran-
chise had been widened, and new and very different ideas
had been introduced regarding the rights of the
peogle and the political influence and prerogatives
of the Crown. Many of Her Majesty’'s predecessors were
sovereigns largely endowed with intellectual gifts of the
highest order, yet I venture to say that none better, and
few as well, apprehended and appreciated the spirit of the
age, the temper of the times, as did that innoocent, simple-
minded, blushing maiden, Queen Viotoria, fifty years ago.
None have ever better or more olearly understood the
wishes of the people, interfered less with the popular will,
or performed more acceptably or more diligently all the
onerous duties of an exemplary constitutional sovereign.
And while we have the highest admiration for her politioal
discernment and sagacity, let us not forget that her per-
sonal and private virtues as & daughter, wife and mother
have illumined the Throne with a resplendent moral gran-
deur which shines through all the earth, and shall continune
to shine long after the fame of her greatness as a monarch
shall have become dim in the memories of men. We are
dutiful and respectful to our most able sovereign, the Queen,
but our hearts have their argument as our understandings
have, and it is our love and reverence for & pure and noble
woman that sing so lustily

¢ God Save our gracious Queen,
Loung live our noble Queen,
God save the Queen.”

But to us, as the representatives of the people of this
Dominion, the year of Her Majosty’s jubilee suggest many
and varied thoughts. Fifty years ago, of the Provinces
which form the Confederation some were altogether unknown
and some were known by names other than those they now
bear, Our people were few, scarcely one.third of their
preseut number, our revenues were small and their sources
limited and unproductive, our public improvements were in-
significant, and communication between the separate Pro-
vinces was difficult and rare; our agriculture was crude and
unscientific, and manufactures, in the proper acceptance of
the term, had neither a local habitation nor a name. We
were hewers of wood (in & literal sense) and drawers of
water for the skilled workmen of other lands. Our value
a8 a mart for commerce was but trifling, and other nations,
if they thonght of us at all, regarded us with indifference,
if not wita pity and contempt. But worse than all, fifty
years ago the people of each of the older Provinces were
involved in bitter dissensions amongst themselves. One
branch of the Legislature was arrayed against the other, one
olass of society was not in sympathy with another class. We
hear the ominous sounds of populsar grievances,govern mental
scandals, bills of right and most comprehensive resolutions,
Weo hear the shouts of fiery orators, the whisperings of
ardent plotters, crimination and recrimination, till we wit-
mess the pitiable sight of the whole inflummable mass wrap-
ped in the consuming flames of civil war. We who are to-
day so peaceful, dutiful and loyal, had no pleasanter spec-
tacle to exhibit to our young and inexperienced Queen fifty
years ago, in the beginning of her reign, than the citizens
of one common country arrayed in virulent opposition to
each other, grasping each other by the throat, seeking
each other’s lives,—dead patriots, blazing buildings, and gar-
ments rolled in blood. Fifty years under the wise and mild
government of Her Majesty the Queen have changed all
that. We are an orderly, law-abiding people, and although
in this period there have been outbreaks of violence, yet
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these have been, comfined -to a remote corner of our
territory and to a very few of the people, and have
been so deeply regretted by all classes of the com-
munity that they cannot be reckoned now as impair-
ing the peaceloving character of Canadians. The peo-
ple of this Dominion look, and wisely look, to their re-
presentatives in this House, and confide in their sense of
justice, their love of fair play, their intelligence and their
patriotism, to ensure that they will, as far as the constitu-
tion of our country permits, remove all sectional animosities ;
that they will allay all discontent, redress every grievance
and right every wrong, After these fifty years our people
number five millions, our revenues are buoyant and pro-
ductive, showing for nine months of the current year a
surplus of nearly a million and a quarter, and the end of
the financial year promises to pay a very handsome com-

liment indeed to the careful management of the present
K{inistry. Our public works are magnificent and of essen
tial utility ; our agriculture, in its different branches of
grain, stock and fruit, and our manufactures of every kind,
aided and encouraged by a wise policy, are making rapid
strides ; interprovincial communication is easy, cheap and
rapid; the intelligence, the thrift, the wvirtnes and
the enterprite of our people make our future sure,
Fifty years hence he who stands in the same relation
to the Parliament of that aay as I do to this—the mover
of the Address—will, 1 hope, be able to present a picture
brighter than the one I have attempted to outline—the
figures on the canvas larger, more clearly defined and
suffused with & richer glow. He will, I hope, be able to
speak of & people four times 88 Dumerous &s nNOW Wwe are,
of revenues productive and adequate, of vast improvements,
of increased activity and remuneration in every art and
labor of life. He may tell you of a Dominion not only
prosperous as & whole, but every Province therein solvent
and gelf-sustaining, and that “ better terms,” from its long
disuse, has become an obsolete phrase ; of & population pat-
riotic, and, if not homogeneous, united, bappy and con-
tented; of Canada’s great works, her widened fame and
merited glory. The display of Canadian products at
the recent Colonial and Indian Exhibition in London, a dis-
play encouraged by the Government, contributed by the
people and strenuously aided by our indefatigable and in-
domitable High Commissioner, must have a tendency to
enlarge the knowledge and diffuse more correct ideas of our
country and its capacities ; it must drive from the common
mind of Europeans that lingering dread that, after all,Canada
is only a few equare miles of snow. The excellence
of our varied productions from the workshop, the field, the
forest or the mine, will convince the intelligent observer
who is looking for a wider and less crowded field for his
labor and his emnergies, or for the investment of his small
oapital, that here, at least, under the British flag, is a country
highly civilized and well developed, temperate in climate,
productive in soil ; that here there is wealth for bonest labor,
bere a reward for toil, here a comfortable competency in age
for youthful labor and a sober life. Let us hope that the
many advantages which Canada possesses—and has shown so
decisively that she possesses them—will attract to our coun-
try many thousands of the worthy and industrious poor from
otherlands. It is earnestly to be hoped that the negotiations
on the fishery questions at present going on between Her
Majesty’s Government and that of the United States—
negotiations in which we are largely interested—may
termivate in & peaceful solution of the present misun-
derstanding. It is the desire of every Canadian to be on
amicable terms with the great Republic to the south of us,
and for this reason we wish that the settlement may be in
accordance with right and justice ; for there can be no hearty
goodwill between either individuals or nations when there
18 persistent aggressiveness on one side and & firm
determination 10 resist on the other. Of this matter,
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however, we shall be &ble to form a fuller and more correct
judgment when the papers which are promised are
carefully perused. The proposed changes and improve-
ments in the different Bepartments of Justice, Customs
and Inland Revenue, and the formation of a new
Department of Trade and Commerce under a responsible
Minister will, I have no doubt, be made in so eareful and
liberal & spirit that the effectiveness of each service will be
much increased, and the country will derive much benefit
therefrom. A very pleasing evidence of the growth and
development of the North-West Territories is the presence
in this House of hon. members from that portion of the Do-
minion—once designated the ¢ Great Lone Land ”~-and the
increasing importance of these great Provinces is still fur-
ther attested by the proposed measure to give them repre-
sentation in the Senate. Our fellow countrymen there will
then feel that they are indeed citizens of this great Confed-
eration, and that they, in concert with others, are shaping the
destinies of & nation. Our imtimate trade connections with
our own far west will not be completed until the continuous
navigation of our great inland waters is entirely in our own
hands and free from foreign caprice. A trans-continental
railway within our own borders will be most fittingly sup-
plemented by uninterrupted navigation from the lower
lakes to Port Arthur, at which these twe great lines of Can-
adian trade and commerce will anite and pour their rich
burdens of freight upon the country beyond. The prudence,
skill and tenacity of purpose which gave to our country the
Canadian Pacific Railway will find in the construction of
the Sault Ste. Marie Canal & fitting, proper, congenial and
most suitable complement to that great work. 1 have the
honor to move the Address in reply to the Speech of His
Excellency.

Mr, WELDON (Albert). In reading in the columns of
Hansard the speeches which had beew made by the movers
and seconders of the several Addresses in reply to the
Speech from the Throne, for the twenty Sessions of Parlia-
ment since the union of the P'rovinces, it is noteworthy that
those speeches are characterised by a resolute and stub-
born spirit of optimism, and that in years of leanness as in
years of plenty the men who have delivered these speeches
bave taken & cheerful view of their country and of the
capacity of its Government. Therefore the traditions of
this House pledge one to that spirit of cheerfulness which
the conditions of the country to-day so fully warrant.
I heartily agree with the remarks of my hon. friend from
West Huron (Mr. Porter) with regard to the paragraph
of the Address congratulating Her Majesty on having
reached the fiftieth anniversary of her accession to the
Throne. We remember with some little humiliation
that almost the very first thing that our young
Queen knew of her Canadian Provinces was that they were
rather tronblesome and turbulent Provinces, which were
cansing her some anxiety ; although we, who come from
the Maritime Provinces, can recall with some complacency
that her Provinces down by the sea were behaviag them-
selves at that time in the most admirable manner. But
counting ourselves now as one country after those fifty
years have gone by, we are glad to tell her that we
have a united Canadian people who have amply
atoned for their turbulence of that time; that we
are in the habit of giving something better than
smooth words of loyalty —that we have done a heroic act
in consolidating her Empire—that we have given to her, by
a great sacrifice, a strong, secure military route, over which
the Queen can send her soldiers from the British Islands to
her possessions in the far East without ever toueching a
foreign land. In approaching the so-called fishery question
between Her Majesty’s Government and that of the United
States, we are pleased to learn that the resources of diplo-
macy for the settlement of that question have not yet been
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exhausted, and we hope that up' to the present hour they
have not even been seriously taxed. It is so delicate a
question that we approach it with a feeling of restraint, as
if we were walking over fires concealed under treacher-

provision was made for the free admission to American .
ports for 12 years of fish the produce of Canadian fisheries, '
and within five years after that contract was entered into,
the American Government placed a duty of something like

ous ashes, It has been said by an eminent statesman that
diplomacy has her triumphs, not less renowned than the
triumphs of war. Certainly the history of the fishery ques-
tion during the last hundred years, between the two great
powers who rule over this continent, does not record any
great diplomatic trinmphs. The history of that question

we cannot now enter upon. It is enough to say that the

. P rights and duties of those two natious in respect of the fish-
. L aat” eriesare to-day governed by what is known as the Convention
‘ | of London, entered into in 1818—that whatever our rights
; ¢ are in this matter, they rest on tkat treaty, and are not
| determined by any earlier treaty, nor by the rules of publie

125 per cent. on the cans carrying the fish. Aunother
provision of that treaty was that Canadians should have ,
tree acoess for 12 years to American ports for fish oila the <.
prodace of our fisheries, and not long afterwards their Gov- -
ernment decided that seal oil was not fish oil, and a duty |
of 20 per cent, was imposed on seal oil entering their ports !
from Canada. It is a matter of pride, I think, to all of us in
this House, that our own Administration has not seen fit to
adopt that method of sonstruing these instruments. The
Canadian Government have not sought to harass American
fishermen, They have had nc desire to put any compulsion on
them with the view of seouring & re--pening or settlement of

.
%

law; aod if that treaty is clear, our rights and duties are
‘clear, That treaty simply says, with respect to the rights
:of the two parties to the fisheries along the Canadian coast,
that the Americans have hereby renounced forever the liberty
to take fish in what are known as the territorial Canadian
waters, and also the liberty to enter the bays and harbors of
Her Britannic Majesty's possessions in North America for
any purpose whatever, except for the single purpose of
asylum-—for the purpose of shelter and repairs, wood and
water. It is true, during the 70 years which have
elapsed since that treaty was entered into, the con-
ditions under which American fishermen made use of
the deepsea fisheries have greatly changed. Arrange-
ments which in 1818 did not press heavily on American
fishermen are to-day very burdensome. The mackerel,
the herring, and the other fish which were found abundantly
along their own coasts at that time, have, in the intervening
years, migrated eastward and northward, and are now found
chiefly along the Canadian coasts ; and so the migration
of the fish, the changed conditions under which they are
taken by the fishermen, and the development of railway
and steam communication from the provincial ports to the
American markets—all these things have made a treaty
that was not found oppressive 70 years ago most oppres-
sive today. Therefore, we can sympathize with our
peighbors, and can understand their desire to enter our
{ harbors and ports, either for the renewal of sapplies, for
i the purchase of fresh bait, and to tranship their cargoes
from their fishing schooners in order that they may be
carried by rail and steamship to the American porte. It is
very natural that they should desire—for they have a
strong commercial interest in doing so—to have a basis of
supply near their fishing grounds. But under the plain
wording of the treaty they have no right to enter our

e,

the fishery quastion, or with the view of forcing our neigh-
bors to enter into new trade relations with us. I think nothing
has been farther from the thoughts of oar people. Bat, Mr.
Speaker, when we come to rest upon our exact rights, when
wo read the troaty and find that its words are olear and dis-
tinot, we are justified in saying that although the 60,000,000
of Americans to the south of us are conscions of their
strength, we are 5,000,000 of Canadians in the north who ;
are equally conscious of our rights. We are children of two
great historical races in the Old World who over the sea in |
limes past were not wont under a threat to abate one jot !
or tittle of their claim to their own property or their rights. :
We do, nevertheless, anticipate with the Aiministration that
the negotiations which are in progress will result in an ar-
rapgement favorable and satisfactory to both nations; and
our hopes rest not alone on the clearness of our rights,
not alone on the military strength of the Empire to which we
belong, and the consciousness of its sapport, but very large-
ly on the common sense and fair-mindedness of the great |
body of the American people. In that country there exists |
a public opinion, somewhat inert, somewhat slow to move, |
yet with as keen a regard for law and as high a sense of ‘
honor as we could have, and when this fishery question has
moved along, if nnhappily it does, to a more acute stage,
when it will cease to go the clamor of a small section of
the country whose interests are seriously affected, when it }
seems to touch the national honor, then the whole American
people will consider this guestion, ascertain their legal
position, enquire into their rights and cheerfully accord to
us all we are entitled to. That great country has, I am
sure, no desire to stain its honor with the unpardonable
crime of perfidy. We are glad, therefore, to learn that the
necessary provision has been made for the protection of
our inshore fisheries, not by way of menace or bad

temper, but in simple and manly self-respect. The establish-
ment of a Department of Trade and Commerce, under the
suapervision of a special Minister, is a proper subject for con-
gratulation. If, unhappily, our trade relations with our
neighbors, which are menaced, should be in any way ad-~ " < <<
versely interfered with by any action on their part, it will be
our imperative duty to seek other outlets for the produce of
our farms, fisheries, mines, mills and factories, and by the
establishment of this Department of Trade and Commerce
the Government will show that they are fully alive to the
interests of the people and to the necessity of making the
strongest possible efforts to extend our trade in every direc-
tion. I ask to be allowed now to thank the right hon. gen-
tleman who leads the Government for the honor he has
done the county which I have the honor to representin
inviting me to second this Address, and I desire to thank
him and the other hon. members of this House for the

waters, except for the one single purpose of refuge; and if
the Conventi -ﬁfﬂmwm tastight by an
officer om%‘%shery Department of Canada, with the view
\ of governing and protecting Canadian fishermen, I do not
know how the terms could be more clearly drawn. Our
;American neighbors complain that we have been barsh and

niggardly and technical in the construction of that great
instrument. There is a sentiment of justice under that
complaint, namely, that it is not right on the part of any
great people to construe a treaty harshly, niggardly, and in
atechnical spirit. Bat there are no two interpretations of
that treaty possible in regard to the subject-matter in dis-
pute. Its terms are clear and unambiguous, and when we
say that we rest on our treaty rights, it is no answer for
our American friends to say: * Oh, we are sixty millions of
people.” It we were disposed, Sir, to reflect upon the way in
which our neighbors bave construed treaties, we could show,
I thiuk, in respect to a much more recent treaty than the | patience with which they have listened to my remarks.
London Convention of 1818—in respect to the Treaty of | May I be permitted also to express, on behalf of the new
Washington of 1871—that our neighbors have been somewhat | members, the feeling of pride we all share in finding our-
technical and narrow in the constrauction of that treaty. selves sitting here for the first time in this legislative
In the first article of the Treaty of Washington a chamber, along with illustrious statesmen on both sides of
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the House whoin I was taught to reverence years ago, and
| who are held in high“honor by the people for the patriotism
§ gnd courage and political capacity and eloquence which
they have brought to the administration of public affairs
and to the influencing of public opinion.

On paragraph 1,

Mr. BLAKE. Upon former occasions similar to this,
I have felt it my duty to enter at some little length into &
review of the political events and developments of the year,
88 the year has passed from one Session to the other with-
out any appeal to the people ; and the hon. gentleman who
leads the Government has more than once objected to the
somewhat exhaustive, and, I suppose I may say, to some
people, perhaps to the majority of the Honse, the somewhat
exhaustive review which I felt it my duty to make; but the
character of the Speech which was read the other day and
the character of the Address which we are asked to muke in
answer to that Speech are both so harmless, so entirely
innocuous--there i8 8o very little indeed in them--that I think
they may, conjoined with the other circumstances to which I
am about torefer, induce me upon this occasion to adopt the
suggestion of the hon, gentleman, and to delay for a much
shorter period even than I have formerly done our progress
to the real business of the Session. I am glad to be able to
coogratulate the hon. gentlemen who have moved and
seconded the answer to the Speech from the Throne on both
the manner and the matter of their addresses. They cer-
tainly did themselves credit, if for nothing more than this:
that there was no word used by them calculated to promote
an acrimonious discussion or protracted dobate, so that the
Speech itself, being of the character to which I referred, and
the hon, gontleman who proposed the reply having addressed
us in these tones, there is the less need or occasion for
engaging in lengthy discussion. Not having had the satis-
faction of having met on former occasions these hon. gen
tlemen or being able to gauge their respective qualities for
the discharge of such an important duty, I, of course, was
not aware of the special qualifications which they have
shown to-day ; and, in ignorance of those special qualifica-
tions, I confess that I had myself made a forecast of two
other hon. gentlemen as perhaps, upon reviewing the
situation, the fittest persons to present the case of the
Government on this occasion. T refer to the hon, member
for Haldimand (Mr. Montaguc), and the hon. member for
Queen’s, N.B. (Mr. Baird). 1 quite agree, after having
heard these hon. gentlemen, that my view was arrived at in
ignorance of those special qualifications which they had for
the discharge of the duty. Now, the hon. gentleman ad-
verted in gratefal and graceful terms to the happy circum-
stances that we are asked to day to express at an early stage,
what I dare say we shall be asked in some more formal
manner at & fulure time to express, our feelings upon the
subject of this being the jubilee year of the Queen, and [ was
glad to be able to notice that the general sentiments with
which they regarded that happy event were such as can be
shared by us all. There is no doubt that the British Em.
pire during those fifty years has developud in the most ex-
traordinary manner. To us, who are interested in the
| development of this particular portion of the Empire, enor-
i mous in area if not in population as yet—to us, amongst
the most interesting circomstance:s which are recalled to
our mind by the occurrence of this jubilee year, are not our
material progress, not our increasing population, not oven
‘the conjunction of the various Provinces, but the fact that
_ under the rule of the Queen the p:inciples of self-govern-
| ment, of popular government, may be said to have almost
begun and received that high degree of development which
they have received within the area of British North
America. I do not share, perhaps it is natural that
-&I\ should not, coming from the Province of Ontario,
‘the sentiments of bumiliation with which the hon.

Mr. Wxnoon (Albert).

member for Albert (Mr.. Weldon) seemed to recur to
a portion of the events of fifty years ago. I quite
agree that there were circumstances which then occurred
which bad better not have occurred, but I would tell him
that amongst the most honored men on both sides of poli-
tios inthe old Proviniee of Canada, and since the Cznadian
Confederation was formed, have been found men who were
active’ and prominent in the events to which he looks back
with humiliation, and that not least amongst their titles Lo
the sympathy and confidenge of their fellow-countrymen in
these latter years has been the recollection of the prom-
inent aod outspoken, if imprudent and reckless, part
which they took im vindication of that which now
all acknowledge was the essence of popular liberty.
Nor, although that agitation which culminated in unhappy
risings in Upper Canada and in Lower Canada in 1837 did
not reach the same head in the Provinces from one of which
the hon. gentleman comes, can I forget that the man whose
name was for many yesrs most loved and most venerated
in the whole region of the Maritime Provinces, and whose
reputation and power extended even in those old days of
difficult communication-—of absence of communication—far
beyond the Maritime Provinces, and reached the west, was
Joseph Howe, who took a prominent and active part in that
constitutional agitation which brought Novs Scotia happily
not through bloodshed or open insurrection, becanse it was
not necessary, but bronght Nova Scotia also to the front in
the struggle for responsible government. I rejoice then
that we have reached the recognition so long ago of the
vital principle of self-government, and that the principle —
the exceptions to its operation growing less from year to
year—has been frcm year to year more and more recognized
that wo do control our own concerns; and the happy
condition of loyalty to the British Crown and t> the
noble lady whose head is surmounted by that Crown
to-day is not based merely upon tradition, not merely
upon &an unreasoning love for the past, but exists
because it is her good fortune to have had a reign
which has been commensurate with the growth and
development in these Provinces of the principle of
self-government, because we know that the reign of the
Queen is synonymous here with the reign of the people, and
thereforo it is that in Canuda the secure foundation of the
Throne lies in the fact that it rests upon the hearts of the
Queen’s Canadian subjects. There is, however, a blot upon
the jubilee year, and it is & blot which deeply affects us,
and deeply affects us in a direction to which this Speech
refors, aud to which the hon. gentlemen have alluded.
There is & country, there is a part of the so-called United
Kingdom of Great Britain and [reland in which these prin-
ciples of self-government and popular government, govern-
ment according to the well-understood wishes of the people,
have not yet been accorded to the citizens of that laod;

'and I am sure that we shall do our daty as loyal subjects to

Her Majesty, as promoting to the uttermost the peace and
harmony and prosperity of her reign, if we express the
opinion upon all suitable occasions that it would be a happy,
& providential dispensation if the jubilee year of the Queen
should see in all her vast dominions which are titted for the
applioation of constitutional government that principle of
the government by the people, according to its well-under-
stood wishes thoroughly applied. The hon. gentlemen have
alluded, as the Speech has alluded, to the coandition of the
fishery question.  Now, with reference to that question, the
Government has, during the period which has elapsed since
negotiations were opened, continnously invited abstention
trom discussion on the floor of this House, and I think that
there never has been an occasion ia which 8 questioa of
such great and far-reaching consequence to a free people
parliamentarily governed, has been prosecuted so long a time
without parliamentary ventilstion and discussion as this

fishery question. I do not intend, in view of the statement
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in the Speech, to depart at this day from the cougse which,
at the ye?:est of the hon. gentleman opposite, I ahalked out
for myself upon previous occasions, There was .a .time
when 1 thought it right that we should speak., It was a
time when action of & particular description ought, in our
opinion, to have been taken, and, when the Government deo-

clined to take that action, we felt it our duty to invite the.

House to agree that that action should be taken ; bat since
these negotiations have been going on, we have known little
aod we have said less. I am told—I have not had the
goced fortune of seeing them—that important state papers
on this subject have been distributed in the Imperial Houses
and in the Congress of the neighboring conntry. 1 see by
the Speech that at length we are to have some too, but as they
have been published to the people of the Empire through the
proceedings in the Imperial Parliament, and as I beleive
they have been published to the people in the United
States, to a large extent, through the proceedings in Con-
gress, I trust the promise which is made in the Speech will
be redeemed at the earliest possible day, and that the papers
will be Iaid before us, not in manuscript but in printed form,
which I have no doubt the Government, according to its
duty, bhas taken order for, even before the commence-
ment of the Session. The rule I have just stated for myself
precludes me until these papers come down from considering
whether it is fit to engage in & disoussion of the sitnation,
I confess to some regret at the very faint character of the
language in which we are permitted to hope for an
adjustment. I observe that all that is said is that nego-
tiations are still in progress, and will, we may be permitted
to hope, result in an arrangement honorable and satisfac-
tory. That certainly is not a very great emcouragement.
I hope that the results will be even stronger—well, they
could not be weaker—than the statement, Nor is that
statement, faintly encouraging as it is, altogether without
some drawback. In another portion of the Speech, we find
that, expressly with a reference to the possibility of
the interruption of intercourse, and that necessarily
in view of possible retaliatory measures by the United
States, we are called upon to make an appropriation for the
construction of a Sault Ste. Marie Canal, and so the comple-
tion of the much-despised water stretches of my hon. friend
from East York (Mr. Mackenzie). Now, I said that the
Speech itself contained a reference of atopic which indicated
ihe importance of the removal of that blemish on the jubilee
year of the Queen, to which I referred, and the hon. mem-
ber for Albert (Mr. Weldon), in the observation which he
made, in many of which I am glad to be able heartily to
concur, a8 to the conduct and character and temper of the
United States, touched upon something which I think
deserves the least word of supplement, He said, and I hope
he was right in saying it, I believe he was right in sayingit,
that there was much dependence to be placed upon the com-
mon sense and just spirit of the people of the United States.
But, Sir, I would wish to remind him and all of us, that
independent altogether of the difficulty which is created
by the local feeling and the special personal interests of the
fishermen of the United States, and independent altogether
of that general feeling of a disposition to assert & supposed
national dignity, sometimes nnnecessarily, on the part of a
great power like the United States, there is always before
us this, that the sore with reference to Ireland creates a
body of public feeling in that country hostile not
to Canada because it is Canada, but to Canada because it
may be 8 means of humiliating and interfering with England ;
and, therefore, we have an additional reason for the hope
which I ventured to express as earnestly entertained by
one, and, I hope, by both sides of the House on this ques-
tion, The hon, gentleman slluded to the additional step
which we find has been for these many years designed for
the promotion of trade and commerce. We have been
going on since 1880 promoting our trade and commerce.

We have been told since the year 1880, Session after
Session, not merely with that spirit of optimism which dis-
tinguishes speakers who move and second the address, but
also with rather an extension of that spirit on the part of
hon. gentlemen eontrolling the affairs of the country, and
their supporters, that the extension and development of.our
trade and commerce were most satisfactory., Each
year we heard the same story. But one hon. gentle-
man has told us that in viow, once again, of possible
difficalty with our neighbors, an extra effort is now reguired,
and it seems that effort is to take the form of another de-
partment, | remember the last time when an increase in
the number of the Cabivet Ministers was proposed in Par-
liament. It was in the fall of 1873, in the Session in the conrse
of which you first made your appearance on the flooxs of this
House. You had not an opportunity any more than myssif
of expressing an opinion upon that proposition. Bat oir-
cumstances. to which I bope the state of feeling and the
harmony of the proceedings of to day would make it almost
unmannerly to allude farther, rendered that propositioa
the object of a promature death and of a silent barial. But

at length, fourteen years later, it is revived. I hope that
everythiog that can'be done for the promotion of our trade
and commerce will be done. 1 hope, however, that in pro-
moting our trade and commeroce it will be found possible to
combine the accomplishment of thit object which we have
80 much at heart, with the utilizat on of some of the exist.
ing light offices, so that we may not at the same time add

still further to the taxes and the expenses of the Govern-
ment. We have got & President of the Council, we have
got a Secoretary of State, whose official duties are very
light, I think. I said official duties. There are other
duties which I know the hon. gentleman who shakes his
own head—and shakes his head for the hon. Seoretary of
State a&s well—performs, that are very onerous, very
onerous, indeed, but I am not quite certain that the character
of those daties is sach as ought to induce this House to
agree to the creation of & new Minister in order that the
present Ministers may have more leisure to discharge those
duties, Now, Sir, this appears to be the main proposition. We
find rome statements, more moderate than statements that
1 bave seen on former o:casions, with reference to the con-
dition of the country, statements which we will be better
able to analyze and discuss when we get the public dosu-
ments which are awaiting us, and on which I need not
trouble the House just now. Yuu have also a reforenee to
some proposed improvements, some small matters of admio-
istration, and very little else. It appears that it is intended,
in so far a8 Government business is concerned, that we
shall not have very mach to trouble us this Session. I
never read a Speech from the Throne which was leas prom-
ising of good things. The only plum, in point of fact, that
we are promised is 8 new Miaister, who is not, I suppose
to be 8 Plumb., Bat, Sir, as there is so little here, as we
are met here very late, and as consequently we are allde-
girous of getting to the real business of the Session, I pro

pose, as I said in opening, to follow the suggestions made
gome time ago on two otber ocoasions by the First Minister
and 80 admirably seconded, in fact, if not in words, by the
mover and seconder of this Address, not further to protract
my observations, in order that we may, a8 800n a8 we OaR,
enter upon the duties which we were elected to perfurm,

8ir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Itis quite evident that
we are a happy family, at all events to-day. Both sides are
agreed, both sides are shaking hands, metaphoriocally;
across the floor. ‘The hon. gentleman has extended his
favor to the Speech from the Throne, so far as to say that it
was harmless. He joined with me—he could not help join-
ing with me and with the Honse—in expressing himselt
favorably and eloguently as to the character of the speeches
of the mover and seconder of the Address. The whole
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House must feel that in the accession to their number of
the two hon. gentlemen Who moved and seconded the Address
to-day, the House has been strengthened, and we, on this
side in particular, are proud and happy that thore
gentlemen are reckoned among their number. The hon,
gentleman worthily compliments those two gentlemen ; but
he cannot check himself from making an unpleasant
allusion, which was altogether urcalled for. Why, Mr.
Speaker, we agree with the bon. gentleman who sits behind
him, that in all cases respecting seats, the members, in all
cages respecting the right to sit in this House, agree that
there should be no politics, there should be no partisan
feeling, that we should act in a judicial spirit, and
yet the hon. gentleman has shown by his sneer, in refer-
ence to two young members of this House, the member for
Haldimand (Mr. Montague), and the member for Queer’s,
N.B. (Mr. Baird), that he has prejudged both their cases.
I would ask the hon, member who moved in the case of
Queen’s cointy—when this House adjourns and when he has
a private and confidential conversation with his leader—to
give him a warning that it would be just as well to avoid
that kind of acrimony, and not so quickly show his par-
tisanship and desire to fight the battle too strongly. he
hon. gentleman, in his recollection of the past, speaks of
fifty years ago, and reproves the seconder of this motion for
speaking of those days as days of humiliation. Mr. Speaker,
they were days of humiliation to all parties, because it is a
greut humiliation for a country tosee, rightly or wrongly, the
people of the same race, of the same country, and subjects
of the same Government, flying at each other’s throats. We
were all humiliated in that regard. Thank God! those
days have long past. Thank God! there is no longer that
war of races. Thank God! we are all loyal subjects of
Her Majesty. Thank God! we can all look back and
respect those men who fought on one side or on the other,
for we know that there was a feeling of right and of justice
on both sides, that both sides of those who were drawn up in
hostile array judged they were acting rightly and conscien-
tiously, But those days of humiliation, those days of misery,
those days of conflict are now gone, and we, as the hon.
gentleman who has seconded the motion has truly said, can
Jook back with philosophy upon those unhappy days and
those wretched and mirerable events, The hon.gentleman
s%oke with some good feeling, and very proper feeling,
about one of the earliest exponents of political freedom and
of the earliest advocates of responsible government,and men-

i we can all remember how that honored statesman, when
sinking in this House under the weight of disease, and of
{ years of unbhappy circumstances, wag hounded and vilified
i by sore of the hon. gentlemen who cheered the leader of the
" Opposition to-day when he paid that deserved compliment
to the father of responsible government in the Maritime
Provinces. The hon, gentleman, referring to the fishery
question, said there has been a great deal of reticence and
but little ventilation of that great subject. Sir, there was
but little opportunity for ventilation. The subject is well
understood in this House ; the subject is well understood in
this country, The rights of Canada on that question were
ventilated years and years ago, were understood years
ago and were asserted years ago; and they were asserted
in this House, asserted on the statute-book and by the
protection of those lawful rights and interests along our
maritime shores and coasts. The negotiations going on
since must, of course, until something like a result is arrived
at, be kept from the public eye. The result so far has been
& series of negotiations, a series of interchange of views,
and we are permitted to hope that the negotiat ons will
result in an arrangement honorable to both nations, and
fully protecting the legal rights and interests of the people
of Canada. Bat in the present uncertainty of the negotia-
tions. and more than all in the great uncertainty as to
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whether, if a result is arrived at between the two Govern-
ments, it will be sanctioned-by the legislative bodies of the
two countries, especially by the Congress of the United
States, it would bave been unwise in the advisers of the
Crown to have used stronger language than has been in-
serted in the Speech. I quite agree in all that has been s&id
respecting the progress and development of our trade and
commerce; but I was not prepared for the sneer of the hon,
gentleman as to one of the modes which have been adopted
by the Government for the development of the trade
and commerce of the country. The hon, gentleman
ssys he hopes there are some other steps to be taken
than making a new departure. The hon. gentleman
mast know that from year to year the different Cham-
bers of Commerce and Boards of Trade of Capada have
been representing to the different Governments of the
country, have been petitioning and applying for the estab-
lishment of such a Department as is proposed, and for the
appointment of a Minister specially charged with the in-
terests of trade and the development of the commerce of the
Dominion. I have evidence of this desire from every great
city in Canada ard from every great commercial body form-
ed for the purpore of aiding in the development of trade,
and in obedience to this universal cry the Government
have resolved to establish a Department specially devoted to
those subjects. I am proud to say in thisHouse, T 4iii proud
to say it everywhere in Canada, that the establishment of a !
Bureau of Trade and Commerce is mot the only evidence :
this Government has given of its desire and of its success in

. developing the trade and commerce of the country. I shall

not enter into all the particulars to prove that, it is not neces-
sary in this House. The majority of this House explained
that fully to their various constituents before they became
their representatives, and the voice of the country has declar-
ed it in unmistakable terms. The people supported the Gov-
ernment at the last election becanse it had been true to the
material interests of the Dominion, because it had forwarded
all those material interests; and if Canada enjoys at this
moment & great degree of prosperity, if her commerce is
in a flouriching state, if her people are happy and contented
and are looking forward with great hope to the future, it is
in a great measure due to the judicious steps and the
pergistency with which the Government has pursued that
which is the one great object in & new country, the develop-
ment of all its material and social interests. Mr. Speaker,
I shall say no more just now, The hon. gentleman has
stated that the bill of fare is rather meagre. I shall noi go
so far as my late revered friend, Sir George Cartier, who
on one occasion said in this House that he would never be
satisfied till the only measure brought down by the Gov-
ernment of the Day would be the Supply Bill. Butin
consequence of the general elections taking place in the
beginning of the year, which could not be brought on
earlier because the rolls under the new Franchise Act had
not been completed in many parts of the country, and the
premature hurrying on of the elections would have excluded
very many of those to whom the Franchise Bill had given
the right to vote, this House has met later in the spring
than usual. I have no doubt that hon. gentlemen on
both sides of the House will be very glad indeed,
i considering that we have got a good body of laws on the
statute book and have got them in such a form, revised as
they are, that every man can understand them, will be
gratified and eatisfied at very little general legislatinn being
undertaken this year. I am glad to see, Sir, that the
amount of Private B:ll legislation of every form to be intro-
dnced this Session for the purpose of advancing almost
every industry in Canada, and assisting in the develop-
ment of our material and physical resources, affords a
strong evidence of the enterprise and prosperity of
the coontry and of the feeling in Canada that we are

in a prosperous condition, and that we are entering on &
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season of great deveIopmeﬁt and material prosperity and
Pprogress.

Paragraphs 1 to 12, inclusive, agreed to.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved :

That the said resolutions be referred to & Select Committee composed
of Sir John A.Macdonald, Sir Heotor Langevin, Sir Charles Tupper
and Mesers. Porter and Weldon ( Albert).

Motion agreed to,

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD, from the committes,
reported the draft of an Address, which was read the firat
and second time and ordered to be engrossed, and to be pre-
sented to His Excellency by such members of the House as
are of the hon. the Privy Counoil.

SUPPLY.
Sir CHARLES TUPPER moved:

That this House will, on Tuesday next, resolve itself into a commit-
tee to consider of & Supply to be granted to Her Majesty.

Motion agreed to,

WAYS AND MEANS,
Sir CHARLES TUPPER moved :

That this House will, on Tuesday next, resolve itself into & Commit-
tee to consider of the Ways and Means for raising the Supply to be
granted to Her Majesty.

Motion agreed to.

INTERNAL ECONOMY COMMISSION.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD presented a Message from
His Excellency the Governor General,

Mr, SPEAKER read the Message as follows :—

LANSDOWNE.

The Governor General transmits to the House of Commons an ap-
proved Minute of Council, appointing the Right Honorable Sir John
A. Macdonald, G.C.B., President of the Queen’s Privy Council for
Oanada, the Honorable Sir Hector Langevin, K.O.M.G., Minister of
Public Works, the Honorable Sir Charles Tupper, G.C.M.G., O.B,,
Minister of Finance, and the Honorable Mr. Costigan, Minister of In-

land Revenue, to act with the Speaker of the House of Commons, as |

Commissioners for the purpose and under the provisions of ihe Act
intituled ; ‘‘ An Act respecting the House of Commons.”

GovernMERT House,
Orrawa, 1ath April, 1387.

REPORTS.

Public Accounts of Canada for the year ending 30th
June, 1686.—(Sir Charles Tapper.)

Annual Report of the Department of Marine for the year
ending 30th June, 1886.—(Mr. Foster.)

Tables of Trade and Navigation for the year ending 30th
June, 1886.—(Mr. Bowell.)

Report of the Department cf Militia and Defence for the
year ending 30th June, 1886,—(Sir Adolphe Curon.)

Report of the Department of Indian Affairs for the year
ending 31st December, 1886,—(Sir John A, Macdonald.)

Report of the Postmaster General for the year erding
30th June, 1886,—(Mr. McLelan.)

Report of the Department of Inland Revenue for the
year ending 30th June, 1886.—(Mr. Costigan.)

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment
of the House.
Mr, BLAKE. 1 do not observe that the report of the

Auditor General has been laid on the Table. I presume from
the thinness of the volume presented by the Finance Minis-

ter, that the suggestion that has beeh made for some time
past of avoiding much of the duplication of these tables has
been acted upon, and that the real details are in the other
report, Therefore it is the other report which we want
but which we have not.

. Sir CHARLES TUPPER. The hon. gentleman has
judged atright, and that accounts for the great thinness of
the volume I have laid on the Table,

Mr. BLAKE., Too thin.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER, It will not be considered too
thin, I think, when it is supplemented by the report of the
Auditor General, which will soon be laid on the ;E.ble.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Surely, meeting here
on the 13th of April, we should have had that report long
ago. My impression has been that many of these reports
would be of great advantage to us, if, according to the ous-
tom of other countries, they were given to the ppblic, or at
least the substance of them, without waiting until they are
nine months after date. But it is an extraordinary circum-
stance that on the 15th of April, the report of the Auditor
General for transactions terminating on the 1st July
previous, is not laid before us, and that the Minister of
Finance cannot tell us when it will be.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I am sure the hon. gentleman
will be quite satisfied when I tell him that the one reason
why it 18 not laid on the Table, is that it may give him the
information down to the latest possible period. 1 have no
doubt that on Monday it will be laid on the Table.

Motion agreed to, and House adjourned at 5:50,

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Monpay, 18th Aypril, 1887,
Tur SPEAKER took the Chair at Three o’clock.

PRrAYERS,
SELECT STANDING COMMITTEES.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD, from the Special Com-
mittee appointed to prepare and report lists of members to
compose the Select Standing Committoes ordered by the
House on the 14th inst., reported lists.

Mr. BLAKE. There are a great many new members in
the House, and I think the House s