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What most behoves'us to know, and what we ought not to
be 1guoraut of, are the subjects of out discourse.

B

Mr. Maccurron, ’ S
Perimit me to propose a number of desultory and detached’

queries, winch have arisen 10 my muad whilét"perusing the vari-
ous documents and observations tHat bave lately- appeared be-
fore the public on the subjeét o1 the projected union of'the two
provinces. . 'They may serve a8 separate texts for your con--
tnibutois to dilate upon, and 'many of thein 'will probsbly be
found of sufficieat importance to deserve a distinet essay’ upon’ -
each. Youwwill perceive they fofm no kind of series and few
of them bear relation to those that immediately precede or fol-
low them : yel § have numbered them; for the couvenrence of
reference by such'gentlemen as'may’ be inclined to write upon
the subjects they alludeto. * ) SOCRAT{CUS!

1. Oas or has nat'the act of 31_Gieo 11I}, Cap. 31 which es-
tablishes the present: constitution ef both Lower and Upper
Canada"the same power and effect as the royal charlers forw
merly granted to the colomes ?

2 1f 1t hag such power and effect; ia ‘it competeat ' for the
Imperial Parliament to aunul, or repeal it, without some 'di-
stinct act on the part of the provincial goversment incurring a
forfeiture of the privileges there granted ¥

3. What act or acts would incur the foifeiture of a charter
of privileges granted to any colony or province ?

4. Have any such acls been committed by the province or
ivhabstants of either of the Canadas?

5 Isit competent for the tmperial Parhament to repeal ov
anaul a,part or parts of the ‘cons'itutional act, at wilf 7

6. If ithe competent for-the Imperial Pasliament so to do,
what part or pacts of the constitutional act can be repealed or
anouiled, and what aot ? \

7. Il itbe competent for the Imperial Parliament to repeal
that part of the coustitutional actwhich providesfor separate le-
gislatures, 15 it not equally withw their competency to repeal
the appointment of a provincial legislature altogether, and ve.
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auce both provinces to the state 1 which the province of Que-
bec previously exsted ; pamely, governed by the executive
power alone? . .. ,

8. Did the proposed measure of the union originate in Con-
ada, or w England ?

0 Was it ever tatked of, before the disputes arose between
the Goveruor and the House of Assembly respecting the civil
Jist ?

10. Is it not copsilered by its advocates as a measure that
will wntirely crush all opposition to the claims made by the
Executive, to have the entire management and appropriation of
the monies voted for the civallist?

11 Do the Frencli Capadiaps, the Anglo.Capadians, or
the transitory visitors of our shores from the old country, oc-
cupy the places, aud receive the emoluments, arisivg from the
expesditure of the provincial revesues 2

12, Who are most interested in having the controul of the
public money, those who huve lo pay, or those who have to
receive it ?

13. We aie told in the fourth section of the Quebec act,.
(certainly the highest authonty that can be produced) that “the
“ishabitants of Canada amounted. at the couquest, to above
65,000 persons professing the rehgion of the church of Rome,
s#and enjoying au established form of cousutution, aud <ystem
“of laws, by winch thewr persons aud propeity had been protect-
“ed goveined, and ordered for a fong senies of years from the
““fitst establishment of the sawd province of Capada”. Now. if
tﬁe anxious wishes of 65,000 persoos to_ preserve their laws,
Tauzuage aud privileges, were deemed a sufficieast motive for
the Briush goveroment to coosult, not only their desites and
wants, hut also their habits and prejudices, ought pot an jucrea-
sed population of 400,000 to be corsidered ae stll n.ore strong-
Iy entiled to be heard, to be maintaioed 1n their 1ights, and e-
ven to be iedulged 1 their whims ?

1. Is the estimate that has been made of the piesent popu-
lation of Lower Canada, say 460,000 F'rench Capadiaus of the
Roman Catholic persuasion, and 10,000 Scotch, Irish and A-
mericans, (for 1 du not suppose that 400 English cau be mus-
tered  the whole province) and their descendants ; correct, or
not, or what 1s the true estimate ?

15, Were the difficulties that have arisen in the adjustment
of the respective proportions to be enjoyed by the two
provinces in the revenue arising from the import-duties at
the port of Quebee, the ground upon which the umon wis ori-
ginally proposed in paihament, or have they been subsequently
raed up as pretests, and brought in aid of other objects ?

16 Has any other, and what mode, been tried,
for the amicable adjus'ment of those differences, than the
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appointment of salaied commussioners, whose inlerest it 15 to
prolong the discuseion sud widen the breach ?

17 1t has been stated that the French Cavadians have their
religion, their propeity, aud their civil laws, secured to them
by the highest authonity on earth, and that they can not be taken
from them withaut a breach of faith of which it would be uext
to treason to suspect the British goveroment capable ; but if
the same breath gives and guarantees another night, (that of a
separate legislattize) along with those thussuid tube unaliegable,
is 1t not cqually a breach of fmth to take away that other right ?

12. ffoue chartered rightbe taken away, who shall guarantee
that others will not equally be destroyed ?

19 tow do the prople of Upper Canada feelon the subject
of th&*union ; avd do they not suppose that the complete remo-
val of the seat of government into Lower Canada will be preju-
dicral to therz interests?

20. As population and settlement 1ncrease and travel west-
ward, will it not be necessary. 10 another gencration, to remove
the seat of governmeaot, if the whole of the couutry is to be ua-
der oue provincial covernment, still farther than even York ?

21. Orwould it be more couvenient, and more consistent
with true policy, to keep the present two provinces sepaiate,
and afternards crect a third, or fourth, aud place the whel(, n
conjunttion with Nova-Scotia. New-Brunswick and Newfound-
laud, under a kwd of federal congress, as the medium of com-
munication with, and the organ for the ezercise of, the imperial
goverament of the mother-couutry over the whole of these ter-
ritories ? -

22.- Is it Dot true that the legislative assembDlies of Upper
Canadd have, upon the whole, been found to be almost entirely
suhservieat to ministerial influence ; and will not therefore, the
addition of so large a number of members, mostly devoted to the
crown, operate to the perlect anminlation of every priociple of
independence 1n the united legislature ?

23 Is it not seditton to attempt by ioflammatory language
to rouse one part of the king’s subjects, in defiance of the royal
authority to take arms agawst another, and do themselves right
by physical force, and at the point of the sword, agaipst those
who they conceive are actiog unjustly by them ?

24. If so, arenot Mr Stuart’s expressions {as reported in
the papers) at the late meeting of the Umonists, viz. ¢ In the
“mean time a progressive increase of population in the two
“provinces, conjowsed with political circumstances, might urge
“them to termiuvate their differeaces by & rcsort to violent mea-
“sures and it was not too much to anticipate that, without a un-
*jon, the growiug causes of animosity between them, should ren-
“der the exercise of the just and natural clauns of Upper Cana-
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: “da dependent op @ successful, excrlion of her physiwcal foree”,
' mflammatory aud seditious?

25. What is the present popufarion of Upper Canada, and
what has been 1ts progressive ncrease, since its establishment as
a provuce ?

' 26 Does got the St. Lawrence appear to be the natural chap-
4 uel tor the commerce oot only of U pper Canada, but hkewise
- of the western parts of the States of New-York and Peunsy lva-

a2, and the whole of Ohio, Indiana and Michigan ?
27, 1Has ot a carnicr, or transitu trade, alwaysbeea prodac-

' tive of incalculable wealth, and advantage to those who have

been so geographically sttuated as to comwand 1t ?

28. st ot policy therefore, to encourage and attracl the
tiade from the States dowe the 8t Lawience, instesd .of
loadmg 1t with duties and restrictions:?

28 Y)ocs the Hon. John Richardson compoese and write his

i owa speeches, and letters ; or are they composed and written
for nm by others?
s r'Ta br contraed )

“For o tuat sleep oc &l whal dardits widy come,
i puzzles the wall,
And makes us 1ather bear ‘hose 1ls we have,
‘han fly to others that we kuow vot of ¥ SuakTsPEARE

5 Qucbee, St. John Street, 19 Sept.
Ma. Maccurion,

A few evenings ago, after perusing some mercurial trite ob-
: servalions respectivg the union orsather diwvision of the Cana-
das, (for there are two opurions ou the Subject,) I was induced
to make some copious libatiens to Baccbus, in hopes by ‘hose
meavs, of obtaining a double vision, or second sight, as it is call-
' ed n the country, whence so many of my neighbours come,
, which I wastold frequently occurred to persons after perform-
. ing then devotions to thegod of wine! for a sugle and strait-
‘ forward vision did pot appear to me cufficient to embrace all the
beaings and land-irar ks, rising through the ocean of doubt and
unceitainty with which the subject has been endeavamed to he
sunounded But the consequence was that 1 fell mto a profound
' slumber & dreamt 1 saw a £anadiav ship, nawed the Constatu-
lion in great distiess, endeavourig to make aport within sight,
’ 1 cuuld percave the peaple ou  the piets of the part, yet they
secmed to care very hittle  about the vesselin distress. Her
ercw appeated tohe very unskiltul in thewr management of her,
; and not so muchn a state of ivsubordinntion, as apparently
; withaut a captun ot officers.  Some were vociferaung lustily
’ in French, with cuch volubiliiy, as to be scarcely intelhgible;
otbers wese endeavousing to throw a rope on board aunther
' tup, whicl, by the bye, appeared to be very little better ma-
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nuged, having a long scope of cable out, and nding hard iv g
head sea, with a strong cuirent to the southward. But she
was very unwilliug to clap more strain on her cable, (for she
was. at single anchoy,} it being much fretted and won in the
wake of the hawse-hole; and most of her crew declared that 1t
the distressed ship brought up alongside, and huag ou her, they
would both daiftto lecward, and probably take the ground be-
fore assistance could be had; or if they escaped that dange:,
there was a puatical schoouer lying between the shoals, manned
with people froms about five and twenty difftrent couatries, that
had long been lying wn wait for them, aod if they fell o
their hands they would wfallibly be cat to pieces with by
Inwes.  What the result was, howevar, I could not learn, for
winist the crews of both ships wete dsputivg about the mea

sures to be pursued, the wind increased to such a pitch that 1
drowned all their voices and I heard no more tll a.loud clap
of thuuder, as 1 thought, awoke me ; occasioned as 1 found, by
my tom-cat gethng into a frywg-pan which projected over the
edge of the stove, and heking the offside, they were both pre-
cipitated to the floor, and produced the concussion which re-
sembled thunder, but turard out to be merely, a ship of the—

pav. Your’s &c.
MAC NAP.

Montreal, 30th Sept.

& g,
1 have never before attempted to write for the public, feeling
indeed my deficiency in that respect, for though I belong to
one of the most respectable Canathiao families, and had, every
advantage of education, [ take shame to myself in saying that [
neglected those advantages with the wildness of youth, and the
folly of presumption, o that besides translating them, 1 am uo-
der the pecessity-of requesting you to put my communications
into & better shape to fit them for the public eye. But I can
not refrain from giving you my observations respecting the con-
duct of certan individuals in this place; and if you approve
ot them, 1 can furmsh you with matter in abundance.

You enquived (Scribbler No., 64) whether the Hou. Tory
Loverule has not interdicted Tommy Changeling from putting
any thing into his gazette, without his approbation. T can as-
sure youthat it s a well authenticated fact, that he has;
and 1t 13 pretty well known that, when Tommy ceascd to em-
ploy as bis evditor, Mr. W. a most respectable man, and a man
of talents and judepend: nce, 1t was because he refused 10 give
utterance to the grossest -abuse of the Canadiaus, who bave -
variably been objects of the honourable gentleman’s aversion —
His present editor has, however, no scruples in that respect,
2107 1n any thing that may tend to ehew his complete subseiv:-

.
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ency, 4 'Ecossvise to the greal mon  Let but an wdepeadent
paper, however appea, aud then—good might, beth to ‘Com-
my, and to Uncle Loby .

But, sir as a Canadan landholder, aud one belonging 1o a
tannly of some ditinction, § can not suppress my ndignation
when 1 couside: the presumption of those men, at the head of
whom 15 Mr. Loverale, who have attempted to undermine the
constitution and destroy the rights of the Canadians, by giviog
the most cride, and the falsest infoymation to Mry. Elhice, who
brought the umon-bill forwatd  parliament, by which the lat-
ter was tnduced to say, {though perhaps he himsell koew bet-
ter hat that adious meuesnie was one desired by Canada, and
to ground fus assertion upon a petiion signed by a dozen in-
dwiduals,.not even merchants, (for as you have formely ex-
planed, Scribbler, Supplement No 40, there ave properly
speakwg, none in Canada,) but retailers, pedlars, tradesmen,
aod mechamces ; who thereby prayed the pmliament to take a-
way the vights and piivileges of 400,000 Canachians, land-hold-
ers anil favmers, without giving them even a hearing*  Bat the
uparimity with which the Canadians are now roused to frustiate
the designs of Messrs Loverule, Elice and Co. 15 s thunder-
bolt, they bittle expected to fall upon them.

Yau lately spoke of the Island of 5t. Heleve; but you mre
mistaken in representing Barou Grunt as s mau of no serse, for
he has bad seuse enough to sell the island to goveroment for
£20,000—whep its value could only be reckoned at £50007 ;

* [f.] mistake not, the petition preseuted o parliament by
Mr Ellice. was one got up lor the occasion, and signed only by
a o merchants, resident wn Loudan, conncoted with Canada,
and not by a sugle mdindual resufing permanently n this coun-
try  Tlus, though 1t docs away with the reproach of my cor-
responilent, only adds to the unqnly of the manccuvre, by which
he vorce of a few London merchants was represented as convey-
ang the unananous sentunents of the entire population of Cana-
da " L. L M.

+ I believe these sums are not quite correct - but thal is no-
thna to the puw posc, for I concewe the proprictor of the island
had not only a right to make the most of Ias properly, bul that,
as the posscssor of amost enchanting and desirable doman,
on which lus ‘amily manston was erected, and for which he of
course must have had the warmest predilection, he wonld have
done great wyustice te-fumsclf, not to have been indemnified both
Jor the wdeal valne derwved from taste and heveditary possession,
and for the mirinsic value of the sml  For my part, so much
have I been delaghted nnth the romantic situalion, and almost
unparalleled beauties of the spot, as the resudence of a gentle-
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cor can [ compichend the object of the enormous sums of moy
ney that are uow expendirg upon that island* o2 which § should
wish to have some elucidation trom you. f
P Your obechent servant,
' VERI CE.

As ap encouragemenpt to a youug begrover, Lpiivt the fol-
lowiug letter.  Amidst rather a profusion of verbiage, be has
some sound views of the conssquences that may be anticipated
should the union-bill pass without opposition w the neat ses-
sion of parhament. Itis, moreover, the fivst lettes that has
been addressed -

To t4Ee Epitor or THE Feee Paess.

DMontreal, 12th October.
Str,

Yeung, and unacquainted as T am with the intngues of min-
iste1s and the disputes of politiciass, etherwise than as unfolded
m the pages of listory, what [ could say on the present omia-
ous state of affairs, must, conscquently, ot be very interestiog
Admitting, as all reacily will, that coercive measures i the ad-

* It 1s undoubledly @ nnse pohcy m every nation, w the
mudst of peace, to be prepared for war  The want of any strong
hold m Canada, besules Quebec, was expersmentally felt wn the
war of mdependence wath America, when Arnold besicged Que-
bee ; andat 15 mth a meritorious regard lo the future safety of
Canadg, that the British government have purchased the 1sland
of St. Helens, with the view of fortsfipng s, and mokwng 1t o
depot, and rallying point, on any future cmergency ; for which
no spol could be beller calculated. When forlified, st nill be
unpregnable, and maccessible to any hostile force, bolh summer
and winter , and 1t 15 a commanding statron both for defence
and offence, for the protcction of the country, and the controul of
the nawigation. Whather the expense both of the purchasc and
of the works carrying on, be not enormous, s another question,
No doubt, as 15 the case w: all government jobs, it is profuse and
extravazant, bul that is the affarr of the mmstry at home, We
have nothing to do with that here  Nor need any fears be a-
wwakened that by erecting oladels and placing garrisons,
through the country any wea 1s entertarned of overawing or co-
ercing the whobitants 1 case they should be teo bold wn thar
opposition to the unton bnll  Matlers are very far distant from
such aerises . or it they were not, what are ciladels and garri-
sons? Every thing agawnst a joreign enemy, nothing against g
counlry aself. L. L. M,

nan, that had I been the proprictor, I reould not have parled
with it for trvice £20,000. L. L. M.
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numsitation of a usil governmert, whether republican or mon-
a.clieal. have a unnous and dangerous tendency, what shall we
predict from the presest dubious sitaation of the affairs of Can-
ada? Canwe 1temam bhind as to the intentions of the Bntsh
munustiy, shoukl ap union be effected between- the two provin-
ces, wnder the regulations prescribed n the intended incorpora-
tion bill ! Gan any oue be so ignorant as to suppose that, after
the present struggle to accomphisti their ubject of re-umon, they
wili theo rest sausfied? Surely thatis impossible. It may
with justice be regaided as a tnfling prelude to some more m-
poitant measures, Wisely concluding it would stastle even the
strougest advocate of the goverament-party 1o this country, to
have stated at once all the pew modifications and restrictions
mteuded to be enforced upou the whabitants, they have, 1t is
trie, been apparently satisfied with fotroducing the umon-hill.
But, let them gain ene rdvaotage, and 1t will prove uothng
more thau a step towards another. Let‘the provinces be uuit-
¢d, and we shatl then, if uot sooner, have our eyes opesed —
it is true, 10 eatenuation of what appears to be the system upon
which minstry are prepared to act, that the people of this pro-
viuce hiave been wrongly represented to them Hence, too why
should we wooder that the Caradians should strive to correct
those mistepresentations. apd to retam their indisputable privi-
lege of enjoying utmolested their present bappy coustitution’—
Happy, I say, because tliey are contented 3 and happy because
{heir upaspinngsminds know not a wish unsatisfied. 1 wili pot
for the present, furthe: enlarge than merely to-direct your at-
tention for a moment, to a paragraph in the Canadian Couraut
of tins day, relative to the * Anti-auion party,” which the pithy
editor says “should be by po means forgotien.” In that point,
I perfectly coincide with 'the gentleman But “the dreadful
thivg having struggled into birth,” he adds aud further hopes,
“there will now be a veturn to ratronality,” I would simply
ask, what that dreadful thing 157 And whether he means that
1 is a dreadful thing to seea body of people contending for
theis vights ? or whether he would have it understood: that- it
was his illustrious paragraph that himself was struggling to give
birth to,  Ifthe latter, wuly,

Parturwunt montes nascilui nidiculus inus.

Ifthe former, Lmust add that “a fool muluplieth words with-

out knowledge.”
I am, &c. .
PHINEAS
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