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DIVINITY.

THE WITNESS OF THFE OLY SPIRIT,

It has often been obiccted to the Wesleyan
Methodists, that the doctiiue vt e ditect Wit-
ucss of the Holy Spint to the minds of belicvers,
assuring them of their adoption it the family of
God, and of thar consequent title to hieave, is
peculiar to themselves, and not conntenanced by
atthodox aud learned men of other denominations.
‘This charze has often been refuted by an appeal
to the writings of several of vur most cuniieat the-
olagians, both Episcopaliuns and Nonconformists.
The following passage on this very inportant sub-
jecty by Thomas Casey, a man of no mcan uote
among the Puritans, is worthy of attcution, and
cannot casily be misundcrstood i ¢ Another office
of the Spirit is that which our divines call imme-
diate, and it §s a bright irradiation of the Holy
Ghosty beaming out upon the souly nut only giving
it a clear and distinct discerning of its own graces,
but trumediately witnessing (o the soul ils adoption
by Jesus Christy and right and title unto the king-
dom of Gud, whercin God speaks to the soul in
some such language as this: < I am thy salvation
—I have blotted out thy transgressions—Thy
sing are forgiven thee,’ &c. Now this actis usu-
ally called immediale, i. ¢. without any mediation
of signs and evidences—not but that there are
signs and evidences in the persen testified, but
that the Spirit makes no use of them in the act of
testification ; there zre gracious qualifications 1n
the soul, sufficient to c?islinguish and justify it
from_all the false witness of the lying spirit, but
the Spirit of God doth not sefer to zny of these

ualifications in the act, but immedintcly darts in
Jight and comfort, which fill the soul with joy un-
s?enkahlc and full of glory.*——Casc’s Mount
Pigah,

SCRIPTURE 1ILLU STR.\TIO.\'S.

Acts Aiii. 48,
¢ As many as were orduined fo elernal life belicred.”

‘Tis text has been most pitifully misunderstood.
Many suppose that it simply means that these in
that assembly who were }urc-onluinal, or predes-
tinated hy Gol’s decree, to etemnal life, bLelieved,
ander the influcnce of that decree.  Now, we
should be careful to examine what a word means,
hefore we attempt to fix its mncaning. Whatever
letegmenoi nay mean, which is the word we
translate ordained, itisncither profelagmensi nor
yroorismenci which the apostle’ uses, but simply
tetagmenoi, which includes no idea of pre-ordina-
tion, or pre-destination of any Kind. ~ And, if it
even did, it would be rather hazardous to say that
all those who bielicved at this time were such as
actually perscrercd unlo the end, and zcere saved
unlo clernal life.  But, leaving all these preca-
tious matters, what does the word {clagmenos
mean? The verd tatlo or lasso significs to place,
sety ordery, appointy dispose ; hence it has been
considered here as implying the disposition or rea-
diness of mind of several petsons in the congrega-
tion, such as the rdligious proselytes mentioned
ver. 43, who possessed the reverse of the disposi-
tion of those Jeves who spake against those things,
contradicting and Maspheming, ver. 45. Though
the word in this place has heen variously transla-
ted, yet, of all the meanings cver put on it, none
agrces worse with its nature and known significa-
tion than that which represents it 2s intendin
those wlo were predestinaled to etemnal life: this
is no meaning of the term, and should never be
applied to it.  Letus, without prejudice, consider
the scope of the place: the Jews contradicted and
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blasphemed 3 the religious proselyles heard atten-
tively, and received the word of life: the one
party were utterly indisposed, through their own
stubbornness, to receive the gospel; the others,
destitate of prejudice aud prepussession, were
glad to huar liml, in the urderof God, the Gentiles
were included in tie covenant of salvation throush
Chiist Josus 3 they, therefure, in this good slalc
and ovder of mind, behieved. Those who sech
for the pluin meaniug of the word will find it here .
those who wish to make out a scase, not fiom the
Greek word, its use wmong the best Greek writers,
and the ohvious seuse of the evangelist, but from
their owa creed, may continue to pusele them-
selves and othess 5 hindle their vwn fire, compass

thamselves with sparks, and walk in the light of

their own fire, and of the sparks which they have
kindled ; and, in cwnsequence, lic down ia sorrow,
having bildden adicu to the true meaning of a pas-
saze so very simple, tuken in its connenion, that
one must wonder how it ever came to be misun-
derstood and snisapphed.— Dr. 4. Clarke.

De. Hammeond has acopious, leatned and high-
ly satisfactory notc on this text, in which the same
interpretation is given. Parkhurst, also, in his
Greek Lexicon, under the word tat{o or lasso, un-
derstands the expression in the same sense 5 and
Dr. Doddridge, in his exposition of the passage,
says, ¢ The meaning of the sacred pennan scems
to be, that all who were deeply and seriously
concerned about their eternal happiness, (whethes
that concern began now, or wete of lonzer date,)
openly embraced the Gospel; for surely none
could he said to helieve who did not make an open
profession of Chtistiamty, cspecially in such cir-
cumstances.’?

ON THE DESTRUCTION OF JEIUSALTM.

REFLECTIONS ON THE PUNISUMENT CF THE JEWS,
AND ON THE PREDICTIONS OF JIsUS CHRIST
WIHICH POINTED THEM OUT.

Tranlated from Vusater's * Discouts ssr FHeutoire Unitresseile.”

Waiest I have endeavoured, my Lord,® to lay
before you, without interruption, the ordet of Giod’s
counsels in the continuation of his people, I have
tapidly passed over many facts which deserve
deep reflection.  May 1 now be permitted to re-
turn to them, that matters of such importance may
ot be 1ost to you.

And inthe first place, 1heg you to consider,
with more patticular attention, the fote of the
Jews, all the cireamstances of which bear testi-
mony to the Gospele These circumstances are
handed down to us by Infidel, Jewish and Pagan
wnters, who, without undernstanding the course
of God’s counsels, have related those important
facts by which it hes pleased himn to make it
known.

We have Josephus, a Jewish author, who was
a faithful hustozian, and well insttucted in the af-
fairs of his own nation—the autiquitics of which
he has illustzated in an admirable woik.  Iie has
wrnitten an account of the last war, in which it
was destrayed, after having been an eye-witness
of the whole, and having scrved his counlry in a
high ilitaty capacity.

The Jews furnish us 2lso with other very an.
cient authors, whose testimonies shall be Iaid be-
fore you. They have ancient commentators on
the Scriptures, and among others, the Chaldee
Paraphrases, which they print with their bibles.
They have also a book which they call the 7@l
mud, that is, Doclrine, for which they have not

51 less respect than for the Scripture itself.  This is
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. M._Di;;um were written foe the instruction
of the Dauphin, and were dedicaled to bim. Sce ia-
troduction 10 this work.

a collection of tracts and sealences of their an-
cient Doctors ; though the patts of which it is
composed are not all of the same antiquity, the
latter authors cited in it, having lived during the
first ages of the Jwsche In ths buek, wmong an
wfinite number of ndiculous fubles, which we see
beginning for the most part after our Saviour’s
time, we find sume valuable remains of the an-
cient traditions of the Jowish peojle, and proofs
suflicient to convince them.

Aud firsty it is cert:ing from the confession of
the Jews, that the divine vengeance was never
more ternbly, nor more stukigly displaved, than
it was in their last destruction.

Itis a certan tradition, attested by this Tal-
mud, and confirmed by all their Rabluny, that for-
ty years before the destruction of Jerusalem, and
svon after the death of Chnst, ghere were conti-
aually seen 1w the temple the most strange appear~
ances.  Every day there appeared new prodigics,
wsomuch that a famous Rabbi ane day exclaimed,
¢« O temple, O temple, what disturbs thee, and
why dust thou fear for thyself 12

What can be more remarkable than that fright-
ful nowsey which was heard by the pricsts in the
saanctuary on the day of Pentecost, and that au-
dible voice which proceeded from the bottom of
that sacred place: ¢ LET vs co nesce—LET uvs
co nkxce??’ The holy angels, the protectors of
the temple, declared aloud, that they had aban-
doned 1ty because God, who had for so many ages
fixed in st his abodey had given it over to destruc-
tion.

Josephus and Tacitus have both related this

nodigy, though it was hieard by the priests only,
Sut there was another, which all the people be-
held, and such as had never been seen hy any
otherpeople. ¢ Four ycars before the war was
declared,” suys Josephus, ¢ a peasant began to
a1y, ¢ A voice is gone forth from the cast, a voice
15 rone forth from the west, a voice is gone forth
fram the four corners of the earth—a voice agalust
Jerusalem and against the temple—a voice against
the newly magried—a voice against all the peo-
pies?  From that time, ncither day nor night did
he cease to cry, ¢ Woe, woe unto Jerusalem.?
He sedoubled lus cries on the feast-days. No
other words proceeded out of his mouth ; those
who piticd hiim, those who cursed himyand those
who adiministered to his necessitics, never heard
any thing from him but that terrible sentence,
<Woe to Jerusalem.? He was taken by the ma-
gistrates, examined, and condemned 1o be scourg-
ed; to each question and to cach stroke he re-
plicd, without cver complaining, ¢ Woe to Jeru-
salem.?  Being dismissed 25 2 madman, he went
over all the country, incessanlly repeating his
mournful predicion.  He continued for seven
years to ¢sy in this manuer without intermission,
and withont feeling his voice weakened,  During
the last siege of Jetusalem, he was shut up in the
city, an:d was continually going about the walis,
and crying with all his might, ¢ Woe to the ten~
rlc, wor o the aty, woe to all the people.? At
ast he added, € Woe to myself:? and in that in-
stant e was killed by astone thrown from a ma-
chine?

Shall we not say, my Lord, that the divine
vengeance scemed to e rendered visible in this
man, who lived only to pronounce its dectees;
that it had nhilled him with its cnerzy, that his
crics might be descriptive of the misctics of the
people; and that at last he was to perish by an
effcct of that vengeance which he had o long an-
nounced, in ordcr to render it more affecting, and
more striking, when he should become, not only
its prophet and its witness, but also its victim.

‘his prophet of the miseries of Jerusalem wae
callcd Jesus. 1t sccmed that the name of Jesus,
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the name of salvation and of peace, was to direct
the attention of the Jews, who had despised it in
the person of our Saviour, to an awful omen ; and
this ungrateful people, having rejected one Jesus,
who had preached to them grace, mercy, and life,
God sent them another Jesus, who had to an-
nounce to them nothing but irremediable evils,
and the inevitable decree of their approaching
ruin.

Let is penetrate still further into the judgments
of God, umder the direction of his holy word. Je-
rusalem and its temple were twice destroyed, first
by Nebuchadnezzar, and afterwards by Titus;
but at each of these periods, the justice of God
was manifested by the same means, though more
strikingly in the latter.

In order the better to understand the progress
of the divine counsels, let us first lay down this
truth, so often established in the holy Scriptures,
that one of the most terrible effects of the divine
vengeance is, when, in pumishment for our past
sins, it 2bandons us to our own opinions ; inso-
much that we become deaf to every seasonable
warning, blind to the ways of salvation which
are made known to us, eager to believe whatever
may lead to our ruin, provided that it flatters us,
tndy daring to undertake everything, without cal-
culating our forces and those of our enemies.

Thus perished at the first time, by the hand of
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, Jerusalem, and
all her princes. Weak, and always couquered
by this victorious king, the{ had often proved

at all their efforts against him were vain; and
‘were at last obliged to swear allegiance to him.
The prophet Jeremiah declared to them from God,
that the Lord had delivered them up to this prince,
and that there was no deliverance for them butb
submitting to his yoke. To Zedekiah, and to aﬂ
his people, he said, ¢ Bring your necks under the
yoke of the king of Babylon, for why should you

erish, and this city be laid waste 7> But they
Eelieved not his word. Whilst Nebnchadnezzar
kept them closely shut wp by the prodigious works
with which he had surrounded the city, they suf-
fered themselves to be deceived by their false
prophets, who filled their minds with imaginary
victories, and said to them in the name of the
Lord, though God had not sent them, ¢I have
broken the yoke of the king of Babylon; and
within two full years will I bring again into this

lace all the vessels of the Lord’s house, that Ne-
guchadnezzar, king of Babylon, took away from
this place, and cairied to Babylon.”” Jer. xxviii.
2. The people, led away by these prom:s:s, suf-
fered hunger and thirst, and were reduced to the
greatest extremities ; and, through their invete-
rate ebstinacy, went to such lengths, that there
remained no more mercy for them. Thecity was
overthrown, the temple was burnt, and all was
lost.

By these sighs the Jews knew that the hand of
God was upon them. But that the divine ven-
geance might be as evident to them in the last
destruction of Jerusalem, as it had been in the
first, we see in both the same departure from God,
the same temerily, the same hardness of heart.

Though their rebellion had brought amongthem
the Roman armies, and though they had rashly
thrown off a yoke to which the whole world had
submitted, Titus wished not to destroy them ; on
the contrary, he frequently offered them pardon,
not only at the commencement of the war, but
even when they .could no longer escape out of his
hands. He had already raised about Jerusalem a
vast and extensive wall, furnished with towers
and redoubts, as strong as the city itself, when he
sent to them Josephus their citizen, one of their
captains, one of their priests, who had been taken
in this war whilst defending his country. What
did he not say to move them ! By how many
forcible reasons did he urge them to return to obe-
dience ! He showed them that heaven and earth
conspired against them, that their ruin was inevi-
ble in case of their resistance, and that their de-
liverance depended solely on the clemency of Ti-
tus. ¢ Save,” said he to them, ¢ save the whole
¢ity ; save yourselves ; save the temple, the won-
der of the world, which the Romans respect, and
which Titus could not see destroyed without re-
gret.” But by what means can people, Lent on
their own destruction, be saved? Seduced by
their false prophets, they listened not to these ju-
dicious counsels. They were reduced to extre-
rity : hunger killed more of them than the sword,
and mothers even ate their own chxln}ren. Titus,

affected by their distresses, called his gods to wit-
ness that he was not the cause of their ruiz. Dur-
ing these misfortunes they gave increasing credit
to the false predictions which promised them the
empire of the world. The city was actually ta-
ken ; the fire was already spreading on all sides ;
yet these infatuated people still believed the
false prophets, who assured them that the day of
deliverance was arrived, in order that they might
resist to the last, and that there might be no more
mercy for them. In fact, all were massacred,
the city was completely overthrown, and, with
the exception of sume remains of towers which
Titus left to serve as a monument to posterity, he
left not one stone upon another.

You see, then, my Lord, that the same ven-
vengeance burst upon Jerusalem that had before
been witnessed under Zedekiah. Titus is not less
sent of God, than Nebuchadnezzar: the Jews pe-
rish in the same manner. We see Jerusalem in
the same rebellion, the same famine, the same ex-
tremities; the same ways of deliverance open;
the same seduction ; the same hardness of heart
the same issue ;—and that every thing might be
alike, the second temple is burnt by Titus in the
same month, and on the same day, on which the
first had been by Nebuchadnezzar. It was ne-
cessary that every thing should be striking, that
the people might not doubt of the divine vep-
geance.

There are, however, between these two down-
falls of Jerusalem, and of the Jews, some remark-
able differences; but all of them unite to show
in the last, a more rigorous and manifest justice.
Nebuchadnezzar set fire to the temple: Titus
used every seans to save it, though his counsel-
lors represented to him, that as long as it remain-
ed, the Jews, who attached to it their destiny,
would never cease to be rebels. But the fatal day
was come : it was the tenth of August, the day
on which the temple of Solomon had been alrea-
dy burnt. Notwithstanding the prohibitions of
Titus, delivered in the hearing both of the Ro-
mans and of the Jews, and notwithstanding the
natural inclination of the soldiers, which would
rather lead them to plunder than to destroy so
much riches, a soldier, urged, says Josephus, by
a divine inspiration, raised himself, by the l‘nl:fp of
his com&anions, to onz of the windows, and set
fire to tifs august temple. Titus hastens to the
spot-—he commands the rising flame to be instant-
ly extinguished—but it spreads throughout in an
instant—and this beautiful edifice is reduced to
ashes !

If the obstinacy of the Jews, under Zedekiah,
was the most terrible effect, and the most con-
vincing gr(_)of of divine vengeance, what shall we
say of their blindness in the time of Titns? At
the first destruction of Jerusalem, the Jews were
at least united among themselves: Juring the
last, Jerusalem, besieged by the Romans, was
rent by three factions.  If the hatred which they
all felt towards the Romans arose even to fury,
they were not less enraged against each other;
the battles from without cost them less blood than
those from within. Immediately after the assaults
of the enemy, the citizens re-commenced their
intestine war ; while violence and robbery reign-
ed on every side. The city was hastening to
desiruction, and becoming nothing more than a
large field covered with the bodies of the dead,
while the chiefs of the factions eagerly contended
for empire. Was not this an image of hell, where
the damned do not hate each other less than they
hate the fiends, who are their common enemies,
and where all are full of pride, confusion, and
rage ?

Let us acknowledge, then, my Lord, that the
judgment of God, inflicted on the Jews by Ne-
buchadnezzar, was only a shadow of that of which
Titus was the minister. What city has everseen
eleven hundred thousand men perish in seven
months, and in a single siege ? "This was what
the Jews bebeld at the last siege of Jerusalem.
The Chaldeans did not cause them to suffer any
thing like this. Under them, their captivity last-
ed only seventy years: sixteen hundred have
now elapsed since they have been scattered as
slaves throughout the world, and they are not yet,
in any measure, relieved from their bondage.

We need not be astonished that the victorious
Titus, after the capture of Jerusalem, should re-
fuse to receive the congratulations of the neigh-
bouring nations, and the crowns which were sent
him in honour of his victory. So many memora-

ble circumstances, the wrath of God so evident,
and his hand which he still saw so manifest,
struck him with profound astonishment, and made
him say, that he was not the conqueror, but mere-
ly the feeble instrument. of divine vengeance.

He did not know all the secret: the hour was
not yet come in which the kings of the earth were
to acknowledge Jesus Christ. This was the time
of the humiliations and persecutions of the church.
For this reason, Titus, sufficiently enlightened
to know that Judea had perished by a striking in-
stance of the justice of God, knew not for what
crime God had so terribly punished her. It was
for the greatest of all crimes—a crime till then
unheard of : it was Deicide—a crime which was
the occasion of a vengeance of which the world
had never seen any example. xs

But if we open our eyes a little, and consider
the order of things, neither this crime of the Jews,
nor its punishment, can be hidden from us.

Let us only recollect what Jesus Christhad pre-
dicted concerning them. He had foretold the
entire destruction of Jerusalem, and of the tem-
ple. ¢ There shall not,”® said he, ¢ remain ons
stone upon another.”” He had foretold the man-
ner in which this ungrateful city should be be-
sieged, and that frightful circumvallation which
should syrround it ; he had predicted that horri-
ble famine which should distress the inhabitants,
and omitted not to mention the false gtophets by
whom they should be deceived; he had warned
the Jews that the time of their destruction was at
hand ; he had given certain signs by which they
should know the precise hour in which it should
take place ; he had reminded them of the long
list of crimes which was to draw on them this
punishment : in a word, he had given all the his-
tory of the siege and destruction of Jerusalem.

And observe, my Lord, he announced to them
these predictions, onty a short time before his
Passion, that they might the better know the
cause of all their calamities. His Passion was
drawing near, when he said, ¢ Wherefore, be-
hold, I'send unto you prophets, and wise men,
and scribes ; and some of them ye shall kill afd
crucify ; and some of them ye shall scourge im
your synagogues, and persecute them from city
to city ; that upon you may come all the righf-
eous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of
righteous Abel to the blood of Zacharias, son of
Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and
the altar.  Verily I say unto you, All these
things shall come upon this generation. O Jeru-
salem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets,
and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how
often would 1 have gathered thy children toge-
ther, even as a hen gathereth her chickens nn§:r
her wings, and ye wouldnot! Behold your house
is left unto you desolate.” Matt. xxiii. 34-38.

Such is the history of the Jews. They perse-
cuted the Messiah, both in his own person, and
in that of his followets; they stirred up the whole
world against them, and permitted them not to
rest in any city; they armed the Romans and
their Emperors against the infant church ; they
stoned dtephen, killed the two James’s, whpse
sanctity had rendered them venerable,even among
them, and put to the sword St. Peter and St.
Paul, by the hand of the Gentiles. They must,
therefore, perish. So much blood, mixed with
that of the prophets, whom they had massacred,
cried for vengeance before God ; their houses and
their city are desolate, and their destruction is not
less than their crime. Jesus Christ had wamed
them thereof: the time is at hand: < this gene-
ration shall not pass, till all these things be ful-
filled :>* that is, the men who then lived should
witness these events.

But let us attend to the order of our Lord’s pre-
dictions. As he made his entry into Jerusalem a
few days before his death, affected by the calami-
ties which it should draw down on this unhapp
eity, he beheld it, and weeping, exclaimed, ¢ {f
thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this th
day, the things which belong unto thy peace!
but now they are hid from thine eyes. For the
days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies
shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee
round, and keep thee in on every side, and shall
lay thee even with the ground, and thy children
within thee ; and they shall notleave in thee one
stone upon another: because thou knewest not
the time of thy visitation.” Luke xix, 41-44,

This prediction pointed out, with sufficient

clearness, both the manner of the siege, and the
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last effects of divine vengeance. Jesus must not
sutfer, without first announcing to Jutusalen the
wanner in which it should onc day be punished
for its unworthy treatment of him.  As he went
to Calvary, therefore, carsying his cross on his
shoulders, and followed by a great multitude of
peapie, and of women, whu smote on their breasts,
and hewailed his death, he stopped, tarned him-
self towards them, and thus addressed them:
& Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, but
weep for yourselves and for your children. o,
behoid, the days are coming, inthe which they
shall say, Blessed are the barren, and the wombs
tbat never bare, and the paps which never gave
suck. ‘Then shall they begin to say to the moun-
tains, Fallon us: and’to the hills, Coverus, For
if they do these things in a green tree, what shall
be done in the dsy 7 Luke xviti. 27-31.

Did ever Jercimiah more bitterly deplore the
destruction ofthe Jews? What stronger language
could our Saviour employ to make them under-
stand their wretched and hopeless condition—that
hozrible famine, fatal to children, fatal to mothers,
who saw their breasts become dry, and had no-
thing to give them but their tears—and who, in
the cnd, even ate the fruit of their womb.

T ——————————————— e
ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY.

REFORMATION.~—LUTUER,
fconTINUED.]

Tagx proflizate extension of the doctrine of In-
dulgences, at length, called forth the great Re-
fosmer.

From the year 1100, Indulgences had been
smone the sources of papal revenue. To stimu-
late the Crusaders, Urban IL. granted the remis-
sion of all penances to those who should embark
in the enterprises for the recovery of the Holy
Land. The next use of Indulgences was for the
support of the fanatical and furious war against
the Waldenses. To make Kome the centre of
unity to Christendom, and to collect within it the
chief personages of Europe, had long been a po-
licy of the papal coutt, with respect to both pow-
erand revenue,

In 1300, Boniface VIII. proclaimed for this pur-

the Jubilee, a grand ?nenl meeting of the
subjects of the Romish faith at Rome, for a month
—1o be renewed every fifty years. Toallure the
multitude, Indulgences were published to the
Eusopean world. The Jubilee was found so pro-
ductive to the papal treasury, that the half cen-
tury was dcemed too slow a return, and Urban
VI, reduced the years to thirty-three. Paul Il
weat further still, and reduced them to twenty-
five. The Jubdilee, which returned in 1500, un-
der Alexander V1., exhibited the deeper scandals
of a profligate institution : adding to its original
corruption the daring scom of virtue and public
feeling that grows from Jong impunity.

The Induigences,
the penitent from the censures or penances of the
church, had soon assumed the more important
character of a release from the guilt of human of-
fences, and the presumed sentence of Heaven.
The merits of the saints had been reinforced by
the merits of the Suviour: the Pope, thus fur-
nished with an unlimited stock of agplimble inno-
cence, declared himsc)f in a condition to make
the peace of every culprit, living or dead: and
the sinner who was opulent enough to satisfy the
papal price of salvation, was at once secure from
the visitations of divine justice ; and wasempow-
ered even to purchase the release of his less
lucky relatives from the fires of purgatory, past,

resent, and to come.

The election of Leo X. precipitated the crisis,
Lea, educated in the Jove of the arts, 2 personal
voluptuary, of expensive habits, and of that cpi-
surean spimt which looked only to putting off the
avil day, had drawn deeply on the wealth of the

dom. To raise money became indispensable:
and he attempted it under the double
the war sgainst the Turks, and the building of St.

Peter’s. Large sums were raised by the sale of

Iadulgences throughout Europe, and the money
was instantly absorbed by the expenditure of the
wasteful and giddy court of Rome. But the sum
10 be extorted from Saxony was appropriated to

the payment of an easly debt of Leo to his sister
Magdalen, incurred when, in the time of Alex-

sader V1., he had fled to Genoa. The payment
of this debt was probably a matter of peculiar in-

once the simple release of
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porlance {o the Pope—for it was through the in-| which they must do to the multitud

fluence of Magdalen's husband, Francheschetto
Cibo, an illegitimate son of Innocent YI1IIL., that
he had been created Cardinal at the age of four-
teen, and thus Placcd within sight ot the papal
throne. Magdalen appointed, as her recciveis,
Arcemboldi, @ man remarkable for his extostion,
and Alhert, Archbishop of Mentz and Magdeburgh.
Albeit delegated the office to Tetzel, a Dominican
monk, of singularly reprobate character, but
whose reckless violence in the collection of this
unpopular tiibute probably wiped away his sins
in the eyes of the superior plunderera.

Petzel was a Dominican, a member of the or-
der which had usurped the most extraordinary
power ever ‘posscsscd by monks—the masters and
agents of the Inquisition—the haughtiest oppo-
nents of all eflorts at reformation, and the most
furious persecutors in an age of religious tyranny.
The new delegate was kuown for hus activity, his
i)opular address, and his contempt of principle.

n his harangues on the efficacy of Indulgences,
he gave the most revolting license to his tongue,
and by alternate terior and temptation, wrought
strongly upon the popular feelings.

By asingular coincidence, Luther, at this pe-
riod, had been preparing lectutes for his class on
the scripture grounds of repentance.  Indulgences
made a natural portion of the subject. Ile found
himself ignorant of their history; he was thus
urged to cxamine their origin 5 and the results of
his inquiry were speedily made known in his sur-
prise and scom at the whole guilty pretension.

An accident in the course of his professional
duty brought his discovery into action. Luther,
like priests of his o1der, regularly took his seat in
the confessional. But in the year 1517, when
Tetzel’s Indulgences were become popular, it was
found that the purchasers refused to undergo the
ordained penances, on the ground that they were
already remitted by the Indulgence. Luther,in
his strong d'u?ult at this evasion of the ancient
discipline, refused to give the absolution. They
applied to Tetzel. The Dominican, “i“ for the
credit of his commodity, and secure in the protec-
tion of the Romish Sec, expressed the haughtiest
contempt for the interference of an obscure Ger-
man monk, and followed up his scorn by the more
formidable threat of throwing Luther,and all who
2dhered to him, into the prison of the Inquisition.
As one of the commission charged with the ex-
tirpation of heresy, he could have eflected his

urpose at a word ; and to give evidence of his

ing in eamnest, Tetzel ordeted a pile for the
bummg of heretics to be raised: where allanight
see and learn the peril of remousirating with the
dclegate of the popedom.

It is one of the 1dle mamours of late ycars, that
Luther’s opposition arose from discontent at the
3ale of Indulgences being taken out cf the hands
of the Augustines. But these monks never had
been employed in the sale in Germany. The
charge was not dreamt of in the Reformer’s lite-
fime ; it has been openly abandoned hy the more
distinguished of the Romish histotians: and, in
addition, Luther was at this petiod a monk, a pub-
lic adherent of the popedom, and a personal ad-
mirer of Leo, whose vices were still overshadow-
ed, at the distance of Germany, by his love of
literature, his munificence, and his rank as the
head of Christendom.

The true cause of his hostility—the noble and
generous hostility of truth and virtue, to the most
corrupting means of the most corrupting delusion
that cver bioke down the morals or the liberty of
man—was, in its palpable contradiction of Scrip-
ture. Luther instantly applied himself to the
proof. ‘The forms of his scholastic education still
clung to him, and he ihrew the question into the
shape of a conttoversy in the schools. He pub-
lished his celebrated ninety-five Propositions, em-

X A ¢, who be-
lieve that if they purchase these panfona, they
are sccure of their sulvation, and sate fromn future
punishment.  The soulsintrusted to your care are
thus stimulated to what will lead t?nem to ruin ;
and how hard must be the aeconnt which you
will have (o tewler to God for all those! From
this cause 1 could be silent no lenger ; for no ons .
can be certain of his salvation by any gift confer-
red on him by a bishop. It is by the crack: o¥
Gob arore that satvation can be obtained !

“Works of piety and charity are infinitely
hetter than Indulgences; and yet they ate no}
preached to the people with so great pomp or
zcal—nay, they are sugplnnled by Indulgences.

¢ ‘The fitst and only duty of bishops is, to ine
struct the people in the Gospel, and the love of
Christ.  Jesus never commanded Indulgences to
be published. What horror, therefote, must that
bishor cxperience, and how great his danger, if
he allow the sale of Indulgences to be substituted
among his flock for the doctrines of Revelation!
Shall not Christ say to such persons, ¢ Ye strain
at a gnat and swallow a camel?” What can
do, most excellent prelate and illustrious prinee,
but entreat you, by the Lord Jesus Christy to di-
rect your attention {o this subject, to destroy the
book which you have sanctioned by your arms,
and impose on the preachers of Indulgences a ve-
ty different way of recommending them, lest some
one should arise and confute both them and that
book, to the great reproach of your Highness.
‘Tbe consequences of this 1 dread extremely ; and
1 fcln.r ‘i]t,x,nusl happen, unless a spcedy remedy be
applied,

his letter showed equally that he had yet to
leatn the insincere character of the Archbishop of
Magdeburgh, and to form his own views into
confidence and system. The time for both was
at hand.

The Propositinns produced so powerful an effect
on the mind of Germany, that Tetzel found him-
self gomgelled to stoop to the controversy. He
published two thékes, comprehending the extra-
ordinary numher of one hundred and fifty-six pro~
positions, and in an assembly of three hundred
monks, combated the ohnoxious tenets. But, by
taking the Pope’s infallibility as the groundwork
of his proof, he left the question as open as be-
fore ; his groundwork was denied, and the dis-
putation closed in his burning Luther’s book, and
in the students of Wittemberg buming his in re~
taliation.

But the authority >f the Pope was still resist-
less. Ages of dominion. the unhesitating homa
of the immense priesthood, who lorded it over tﬁ:
public mind of Europe with the jealousy and the:
vindictiveness of superstition, and the popular
ignorance, which saw in the Pontiff the rf.?nm.
of faith, of temporal aathority, and of supema-
tural powers, had accumulated a weight of sove-
rignty on the popedom that had never before been
possessed by man, Among the most striking
proofs of this prescriptive power, is Luther’s pros-
tration before the Roman threne, while he asail-
ed, with the most heroic vigour, the abomina-
tigas of its subordinates. Of Leo, whose parsonal
character was hitherto undeveloped in Germany,
and in whom he saw only the monarch of the
church, Luther long spoke with almost submissive
veneration.

¢ But what can this most excellent person do
alone in 30 great aconfusion?” is the language
of some of his letters on the charch distatbances.
4 One who is worthy 1o have been Pontiff in bet-
ter times, orin whose pontificate the times onght:
to have become better. In our age, we descrve
only such popes as Julius the Second,.or Alexan-
der the Sixth, or some atrocivus monsters simila>
to what the poets have created ; forevenin Rowe

hracing the whole doctrine of Penance, urgato-
ry, and Indulgences, hung them on the church
door in one of the thoroughfares of Wittcmberg,
and chzllenged a public disputation.

The challenge was not accepted, and he pab-
Tished his  Propositions.®® This was vittually
the first sound of the Reformation. The public
mind was now, for the first time, turned to the

eat controversy between Religion and Idolatry.
{ruthet’s lclter, sent at the same time to Albert,
Archlishop of Mentz, briefly contains the princi-
ples of his doctrine.

41 do not complain,’® said he, ¢ 0 much ofthe
manner in which the Indulgences are published,
¢which L' kave not witnessed,) as of the injuties

herself, nay, in Rome more than anywhere else,
good popes are held in ridicule.”?

Of his theses against the corraplions of the
church, he hud thesame fears. He was eminent-
ly anxious that they should not be construed into
any attempt towards shaking off his allegiance to
his spiritual sovereign, Startled at his own cele-
brity, he made it the subject of frequent and sin-
cere apologies to his ecclesiastical superiors. In
his letter, written m 1518, 1o Jerome Scultetus,
the bishop of Brandenburg, he explains the ne-
cessity which urged him to publication.

. “On the appearance of the new doctrine of
indulgences, not only my intimate friends, but
many who were unknown to me, requested, hx

letters and verbally, my opinion. ~ For some tirns
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I avorded any open ecluration s but at last the
dispute became so vichont, that L was induced to
£0 so far as even to mcur the denger of offunding
the Pope!

¢t But what could I'do? It wasnot inmy own
power to detertmne any, thing upon the subject,
and I was afrard to cantiadict those whom I wish-
ed to respect,  They, however, argued so plansi-
bly, in altempting to prove what is false wnd
vaiu, that they artested my altention, and fanly
involied me 1 the contioversye That | aught
please both paities, 1 judzcd it most expedicut
neither to assent nor dissent from cither, buty in
the meantime, to teason upon the subject, until
the church should determine what our opintens
ouglit tv be, Lo thercfore, pubiished o disputa-
tivn, and invited all pedons putlicly to doddare
their sentiments.  As 1 knew several very learn-
ed men, I requested them in private to apen their
minds to me. I pereeived that neithee the doc-
tors of the churcly, nut the cahvnistsy menerally
supported my opinions. There were only a few
cenonists an. scholastic doctors who seemed to
approve, and even those were not very heatty in
thieir concurrence.

« [ gavea general challenge upon the subject
of Indul zences, but no one appeacd, I then pra-
ceived that my publishod disputotions were dis-
persed more widely than I had wished, and wete
everywhere received, not o5 matter of discussion,
but of positive .hinnation. 1 was, theiefore,
compelleds contrary to my hops and wishy to
publish the arguments for my Propositicns, aml
thus expose my ignorance. 1 thousht it better to
incur the shame of bemg deficient i knowledge,
than to allow those to rcnsun 1 error, who teok
it for granted that my Propesitions wete asserted
as undoubted truths, — OF the accuracy of some of
them 1 myself was doubtful: of several I am iyg-
norant. Nome persons deny them @ 1 assert none
pertinaciously. I submit them 2all to the holy
church and the Pop2.”

Yet, even in those hundle acknowledgments,
the himnuess of Luther’s love of the sacred tiuth,
let it lead him whete it would, is expressed with
resistless sumplicity.

€ 1t s most just that Iskoald ley at your feet
what [ have bzen employed in. I not only give
vou leave to blot out whatever you think tit, but
Y shall not be concerned it you shonld burn the
whole. Mot that I stand in dicad of the bulls ana
threats of these who, not huswing what atss to
deubt, wi-h to cirrulate whatevir they dream as
Gospel  Their audacity, joined to their igno-
zance, induced me not to give way to my own
fears. Had pot the cause been one of so great
importance, no cne should have known me beyons
my own comncr. 11 the woik be not of Gol, 1 do
not pretend that it should be mine.  Let it come
to nothing, and be claimed by no ones I ought to
seck nothing else, than that 1 should not be the
occasten of enor to any one.”

Bat the hazard of rousinz papal wrath, and the
tremendous consequences of that wrath, were too
well known by German cxamples, not to have
heen contemplat:d by Luther.  In an epistle to
Staupitz, as the head of s onder, enclosing the
printed detence of the Propesitions tar the Pope’s
perusal, he speaks in the spirit of one prepared
for the last suctiices :—

¢ 1 request that you will scrd these trifles of
e (o that most exeellent pontitly Leo the Tenth,
that they inay seive to plead my cause »t Rome.
Not that I wish you to be joined with me in the
cangers forjt is my desire that these things may
be done at my own hazard.  Iexpect that Chiist,
as Judge, Will pronounce what is nzht by the
wouth of the Pope.  To those of iy friends who
would alurm me tor the consequences, 1 have no-
thinz clse to say, than what Reuchha said, ¢ e
wito is j-0o0 hias nothing to fear ; he can lnse no-
thinz.? I pessss no property, neither do § desire
any.  Thete semains 1o me enly a fiil tody, ha-
rasn-d by continuad idnesss and iU they take
away my Ilc by open violence or stratagem, they
make we bat Iitde poorer. 1 am satished with
thic posscsrien of my Redeemer and Promtsator,
the Lord Jesus Chiristy whem 1 shali piaise as long
as 1 eaiste  If any one be unwilling to join with
me in these praises, whatis thet to me T Lt him
raise his voice afta his own foshion.  The Lord
Jesus will save me for ever??

Luther was soon fotecd again into the field, He
was told that the brcthren of his order dissented
fiom sotne principles of Lis doctiine 3 and he de-
teimined to bring the matter to a decision. Hav-
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ing previously published twenty-cight proposi-
tiona in divinity, with twelve cotollarics, against
the Greek phitosophy, whicli it was the extraor-
dinary habit of the time to introduce into theolo-
gical discussions, he set ont on foot for Heidel-
berg, the place of the annual assembly of the Au-
zustiniaus.  The result of the controversy was
triinphiant,

« All the Wittemberg Doctors,” says his lelter
to ene of his former teachers, ¢ tay, the whole
universityy with the exception of one licentiate,
Scbastiany are tnow of iy way of thichieg; and
many ccclesiastios and respectable citizens now
unanimously say, that they had neither heard nor
known Christ and the Gospel before.?

But the most impottant share of the triumph
was the public connexion of Martin Bucer, alrea-
dy famous as a scholar, with the new docttines,
Bucer took notes, applied for explanations to Lu-
ther, and published an account of the controversy,
rospectiul to the opponent monks, but lighly
commendatory of Luther.

On his return frone Rome, jn 1500, Luther had
taken the degree of Lactor in Divinity ¢ a title
from which all his snbsequsnt distinctions may be
derived.  As Doctor, he had obtained the right
of teackiug publicly as well as privately 5 and
Frederic, the Elector, attended some of his ser-
mons—with whose force and simplicity he was
so much struck, that, on the preacher’s desiring
to devote himseif solely to the stady of divinity,
the Llector penmitted him to vacate the chair of
logic for that ef theolory.  ‘T'he additionzl vigour
thus given to his studies, and the additional influ-
ence {o his authonty, were among the most pal-
pable sources of the Refortation,

But the great struggle for religzious and civil
freedom was now at hand. A new clement was
mingled in the conflict, from which Protestantism,
hike a new creation, Was to be summoned by a
Sprrat not less than that ot the Supreme. The pa-
pal exactions had eahausted the Romish vassals,
as the papal tyranny had disgusted their princes.
A feeling of scom  for the notorious ignorance of
the Romish ecelesiasties was rising in the age of
restored hiterature, to reinforce tge civil discon-
tente The proverbial duplicity of tue Romish
court made its friends doubttul j the wasteful lux-
ury which scandalized the devont, drained the
poor; and the restless ambition of a power which
was to become great only by the perpetual quar-
rels of Furope, threateaed to bxeal: up the whole
long truin of evil influunce by which kings and
people had been bowed at the Reman footstool.

‘Fo the histetian, nothing is more intricate than
those sudden changes of human fecling. To the
man who sceks for wislom by the light of Provi-
dence, the cause is not scldom to be found in the
will of the King and Lr.d of all human impulses,
to protect the progress of his religion.  In the fu-
rious contests of the German princes, the alternate
alienations and submissions of the empire to the
Papacy, and the cager mtrigues which engrossed
the ccurl of Leo, the Young religion found its hest
shelter: the storm reged among the ancients of
the forest, wiule the lowly produce at their feet,
more precions in the eye of Heaven than them
all, was suffered to flounsh, and fill itself with
healing virtue.  In the milst of Italian subtlety,
kingly” violence, and popular indignation, the
owes of the presthood was unnerved.  Keener
terests than those of angry mnonks absorbed the
soldicrs and statesmen of the time 3 and Luther,
who a few years before would have perished in
the flames of the Inguisition, passed unharmed,
thonzh not unmolested, throngh lite, and went
tull of years and honours to his mrave.

In 1518, the ol jealousy of the Roman Court
bezan to form itself into a settled hoslility to the
German Reformation, and Luther was the promi-
uent ohject of vengeance.  But it was not thought
politic to make the Elector and the Emperor at
ance declere themselves.  Maaimilian’s remem-
brance of the intngues of Leo with France, had
made him suspicious, and Frederic, with only the
alternative ol protecting or surrendering Luther,
would notonously have decided for the cause of
truth aud justice.  The Popish subtlely was now
employed m securing Maximilian, and the Turk-
ish threats of advancing into Futope furnished an
instrument of which Leo made the most immediate
and deaterous use,

Stlim the First, the son of Bajazet, had reposed
from the conquest of the Asiatic provinees, only
to prepare an irtesistible armament for the seizure

of the European. A powerful ficet was to be di-

rected against Rhodes, the bulwark of Christene
dom in the Mediterranean ; and an army, com-
posed of the invincible Janizaries, was to march
on Hungary, ‘L'he talian sta . and the imperial
were thus menaced at once§ and Leo was too in-
tent on the increase of the papal influence to suf-
fer the peiil to lose any of ats alarms through want
of appeals to the popular imagination.  Praye’s
were ordered for the sofety of the civilized world,
and a solemn exhortation was issued to all Chris-
tin princes, to concentrate thesr vigour agamnst
the terrible encmy of alt 5 and with tae ostensible
ohject of forming a German league against the in-
vader, Cardinal Thomas de Vio di Galte, better
known as Cajetan, was dispatched to the diet of
Augshurg,  The extiction of Luther and lus doc-
ttine was unquestionably among the cief purpo-
ses of tnis mission.

(1o be continued.)
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MONTREAL, THURSDAY, NOV. 26, 1540.

Sixce the publication of our last, our atlention
has been called, by the contemporary journals of
this city, to the arrival and projet of a distinguish-
cd foreigner, M. Avuaasvre Varinmare, of Pa-
ris; who has been travelhing throughout Europo
and the United States, baving in view the dever
lopement of a plun of infernational exchunges
throughout the civilised world : that is, a system
of exchanges between governments and literary
and philosoplncal institutions, of books, models of
invention in the uscful and fine arls, and speci-
mens of natural Listory. It appears that, in En-
rope especially, his magntficent plan has received
thesanction of suvereigns, ministers of state, and
men of science, and the system has been adopted
with great and extensive success. M. Varres
MARE, 1n his memorial to the Government of the
United States, observes :—

& At the instance chicfly of your memorialist,
a system of exchanges has commenced between
the Governments and literary institutions of the
different nations in Europe, by whi~h hooks, na-
tural productions, and works of art, possessed by

the one, are transferred, for an equivalent valuc,
to another which may neeil them.

< All the great «stablishments for:nded by Go-
vernments to promote science aund he arts, mu-
scuins, collections, galleries, and Jibt.ries, possess,
beside the riches they spiead out o view, others
which their own abundance condemns to actual
stetility : these are duplicates, which are necessa-
rily, but with regret, consigned to dust and obh-
vion.

¢ There is not a great city in Europe that does
not reckon myriads of such valuable but useless

trcasures. In 1835, the library of Munich had
200,000 duplicates; that of Jena, 12,000; that

of St. Petcisburg, 54,000. At Vienna, 30,000,
among which is a_great number of works printed
previous to A.D. 1520, (which, from their rarity,
are of great value,) were shut up in warehouscs.
The scction of entomology of the Brazilian mu~
scum_alone, in the latter city, has 250,000 dupli-
cates.  Everywhere, in fact, (for no enumeration,
however long, would suffice to exhibit the state
of things,) there are to be found, side by side with
the collections open to the student cnd the curi-
osity of the public, entombed collections, forgot-
ten libraties, unknown muscums, whose treasures
are uscless to science, aud lost to the world.

¢ Nor does the system remain an unproductive
project; already, within four years from the date
at which it was first presented to the world, neat-
ly two millions of volumes of books have been
withdrawn fiom dust and oblivion, and placed in
situations where they have assumed their real
value.”?

The memorialy of which the above are extraots,
is accompanicd by testimonials of approval from
some of the greatest men in the Courts and Lite-
raty and Scicntific institutions of Europe; and

among others, by the Librarian of our gracious
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Queen, and by His Excellency the preseat Govcr-'
nor General of these Provinces, at that time in
Lagland,

A scheme of such magnitude, and thus highly
recommended—designed to promote the diffusion
of truth and science—umversal intelligence and
social improvement—s deserving the attention
and adoption of this rapidly improving city and
country, according as the piesent limited means
of our literature and science may eneble us to ¢n~j
gage in international exchanges of the kiud pro-
pused by M. Varremane.

We are glad to find that a mecting of the ¢ Na-
tural History Society® of this city wus held on
the 13th instant, to take into consideration the
above plan, when it was

<« Resolved, That this Society, duly appreciat-
ing the many benefits to be derived from the adop-
tion of Mons. Vattemure’s system under well-di-
gested regulations, are willing to adopt and fur-
ther the same to the extent of their resources.”?

But wlule we hal with pleasute the prospect
of any improvement i the hiterature of our coun-
try, and of the wider diffusion of uscful informa-
tion, whether by a more eflicient and general sys-
tem of education, or by the means proposed by
M. Varresane and other scientific philanthro-
pists ; it must not be forgotten, that every attempt,
by cducation, literature, and science, to promote
the civilisation and social improvement of man-
kind, unconnected with the principles, sanctions
and influences of true religion, will fail of accom-
plishing that moral clevation of our specics, by
which human happiness, and the general welfare
and best interests of human society cen alone be
atteined. The brightest periods of the most pa-
lished nations of heathen antiquity, as to litera-
ture and science, were the scasons of their great-
est moral degradation. It was during the Augus-
tan age of Roman splendour, power and leaming,
that S7. Pave penned his mournful descriptivn of
the moral character of the woild around him, and
which is recorded in he first chapter of the Epis-
tle to the Romans.  Nor can we expect a better
state of society now, where religion and revela-
tion are discarded from our seminaties and sys-
tems of national education. The aphoatism of
Lord Bacox, that ¢ knowledge is power’—pow-
crto do good or harm, according as it is gnided
and influenced by religien, or otherwise—mustbe
admitted by 21l who caefully observe the condi-
tion and movements of socicty, especially in popu~
fous cities, where the masses, so far as their reli-
gious cducation has been neglected, too often ei-
ther become themsclves the victims of infidel de-
magogues, or cinploy the means of acquiring
knowledge which may be within their reach, and
the portion of knowledge which they may so ac-
quire, as an instrument of ischicf to themselves
and others.  And carnestly do we hope that one
of the first acts of the Government, under our res-
tored Constitution, will be, to make snitable pro-
vision for a general and eflicient system of educa-
tion, bascd on religious principles.

Rerextaxce—Resntenion—FencivnNess—
rXsuPLIFIED.—In our last number we published
an admirable Essay on this subject, in which are
cleatly and scripturally set forth the nafure of
Restitution, and its necessity to true repentance
and acceptance with God, where, and 50 far as it
is practicable, in all cases where the penitent
secker of salvation has in any way, or to any ex-
tent, injured or defrauded another,  The follow-
ing articles are now given in confirmation of the
views of the writer of that Essay, and as exem-
plifying the principles be has laid down,

The first is a letter communicated by n vene-
rable Wesleyan Minister, the late Rev. J. Bret-
tinL, to whom it had been handed by the injured
person i~

TO MR K,

Siny—In November, 1804, 1 sent you a letter
containing live guincas, addressed to yourselt an
vour late father, whom [ did not then know to

i be departed this life. "The same blessed and glo-

nous God, whose sovereign grace was the sole
cause of ny sending the former, has induced and
chabled me to inclose a further sum of five pui-
neaz, to pay what I so iniquitously took away,
hoping you will recerve the same, and aceept thic
contntiun of a poor rcnilcut. I have shed many
a tear of sorrow, while I have reflected on iy
dishonesty., And now, Sir, permit me to leald
your mind to consider the riches of the gospel ct
our Lord Jesus Chuist. s divine precepts tansk
me my guilt and transgressions, God’s Spirit con-
vinced ine of my sinj and, after discovering te
me the tenors of a broken law, in good time, led
and enabled me to behold the perfect remission of
sins § afl sing, (promised and insured to me,) on
repentance end faith in God’s blessed Son. To
the glary of God, 1 humbly declare, I have now
long enjoyed a calm peacefulness, and sense of
forgiveness, looking alone to the Lamb of God.
And while his blessed gospel speaks peace to a
wounded conscience, it leads me to wish to make
reparation, as far as 15 in ny power. It produces
holiness, justice and true morality— for true faith
worketh by love.  Although unknown, I hope, Sir,
your heart inclines to forgive me. 1n a little
time, we shall meet at the judgment-seat of
Chirist, when you will see who am. May it
please Almighty God fo bless what [ have writ-
ten, and to accept this humble offering to the
glory of his holy name, and the honour of the
gospel of his glorious Son, Jesus Christ. May
his Holy Spirit mercifully incline your heart, and
all who may read these lines, to consider so great
a salvation, and to apply unto Christ, with joy and
thanksgiving 3 that we may all mingle in saying,
«Not unto us, O Lord! but unto thy Name, be
the gloty and praisc, for ever and ever.  Amen”

The following is an extract of a sermon on the
same subject, preached by good Bishop LATIMER,
the mastyr, before Edward VI, and his Coust:
text, Luke aix. 8, and recapitulated by the Bi-
shop in a sermon on Corclousncss, from Luke xii.
15, before the same monarch and bis most ho-
nourable Council, in his Court at Westminster,
1550 :—

¢« 1 have now preached three Lents. The first
time I prcached Kestitution ¢ Restitution,’ quoth
some, ¢ what should he preach of Restitution?
Let him preach of Contrilion,? quoth they, ¢and
let Restitution alonc: we can never make resti-
tution.? Then, say 1, if thou wilt not make res-
titution, thou shalt «» to the devil for it. Now
choosc thee either resutution, or else endless dam-
nation. But now, there be two manner of resti-
tutions: secret restitutiony and open restitution ;
whether of both it be,so that restitution be made,
it is all good cnough. At my first preaching of
restitution, one man took remorse of conscience,
and acknowledgsad himselfto me, that he had de-
ceived the King, and willing he was to make
restitution ; and so, the first Lent came to my
hands twenty pounds, to be restored to the King’s
use. I was promised twenty pounds more the
same Lent; but it conld not be made up, so that
it came not. Welly the next Lent came three
hundred and twenty pounds inore ; I received it
myself, and paid it to the King’s Council.  So 1
was asked what he was that made this restitution,
But should 1 have named him? Nay, they
should as soon have my life, Well; now this
Lent came one hundred and eighty pounds ten
shillings, which I have paid and delivered this
present day to the King’s Council; and so this
man hath made a godly restitution. ¢And so,
quoth 1 to a certain nobleman, that is one of the
King's Council, ¢if cvery man that hath beguiled
the King should make restitution after this sort,
it would bring the King twenty thousand pounds,
1 think,? quoth I.—¢Yea, that it would,’ quoth
the other, ¢a whole hundred thousand pounds.?
Alack ! alack ! make restitution ; for God’s sake,
make rostitution; ye will srepent in hell else!
There is no remedy, but restitution open orsecret,

73

et e e ]

or ¢Jse hell.  This that I have now told you of,
was a secret restitution.?

We recommend the whole subject to the seri-
ous consideration of out teaders ; believing, as we
do, that while the great atonerment of our Lord
Jesus Christ is the only ground of any sinner’s
hope and acceptance, the salvation of thousands
is hindered by their refusing or neglecting to make
reparalion or restitution, according to their obli-
gations, ability and opportunity. ¢ He hath
shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what
doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly,
and to shew mercy, and to walk humbly with thy
God 2 Micah vi. 8.

LexeTH or Reiens or vaniovs MoNARCHS.—
Fzom the following tubular view of reigns, which
we have collected in the course of our historical
teading, it will be seen, that if, according to our
poety ¢ uneasy lies the head that wears a crown,’®
some crowned heads must have rested upon an
uneasy pillow for many years. We have select~
cd those who have reigned fifty years and up-
wards :—

YEARS.
Louis XIV.of France . . . . reigned %2
Sapory Kingof Persia . . . “« 90
Phezon, King of Egypt . . . LU ) §
Cang-he, Emperor of China . . & 61
Keen-Eung, « o .. ¢ 60
George IIL of England . . . « 89
Haliates, LydianKing . . . &« 56
Ethelbert, Saxon King, . . . “ 56
Augustus Cesar, . . o . . . « 56
Cephrenes, King of Egypt, . . « 56
Tiridates, King of Armenia, . . « 56
Henty 1L of England, . . . &« 56
Manasseh, King of Judah, . . ¢« 55
Vouti, Emperor of China, . . . « 54
William the Conquezor, in Normandy
and England, . . . . . « 53
Azariah, or Uzziah, King of Judah, « 52
Fphacheres, King of Assyzia, . « 52
Atycas, Median King, . . . . « 50

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Ve beg to assure our estcemed correspondent,
1. O., whose letter of the 9th instant we have
received, that we sincerely sympathise with him
and his friends, in the painful and difficult circum-
stances in which be and they find themselves
placed by the dissolution of the anion which has
recently taken place between the Upper Canada
and British Conferences. We would respectful-
ly and eamestly recommend, that, to whichever
body members and iriends may clicose conscien-
tiously to attach themnselves, a spirit of Christian
forbearance and brotherly love alone should be
cultivated and cvinced, as bacomes brethren still
belonging to the samc household, We think, too,
that no valuable end could be accomplished by
publishing the different views contained i1 our
correspondent’s letter, as it would probably lead
to much unprofitable and unsatisfactory discus~
sion ; and as our fricnd kindly leaves it with us
to decide, we think that, at least for the present,
it would be well to postpone its publication,

¢ Axtcus® has been reccived.

We havealso received some lines from a friend
at New Glasgow. Though written in a pleasing
strain, we think they would not be sufficiently
interesting beyond the wiiter’s family circle, to
justify their publication.,

e ———————rpy

Tas faithful man is rich in works, busy in obe-
dience, cheerful and unmoved in expectation ;

better with evils; in common opinion miserable,
but in true judgment more than a man—Bp. Hall,
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LITERARY NOTICE.

T Natone, ORIGIN, PRoGRrESS, PRESENT STATE,
4¥  CHARACTER OF WesLEYAN MerTionism:
A Sermon, preached at Pictor, U. C.y on Fri-
day the 25th October, 1839, being the day (}p-
pointed by the whole Methodist Connexion for
commemaorating the institution, and cclebraling
the Centenary of Wesleyan Methodism, by reli-
gious services :  Published at the request of the
Quarlerly Mecting., By Jonn G. Maxty, Hes-
leyan Minister, Kingston: T. 1. Bentley. 1810
P, 6.

Wx are happy in having the oppottunity,
through the medium of our Journal, of noticing
and recommending this excellent sermon, or ra-
ther dissertation ; for it extends through seventy-
six pages. The respected aathor informs us in
the advertisement, that ¢ the discourse is design-
ed as an exposition and defence of Wesleyan
Methodism.” Aud it must be admitted that he
has accomplished his design with a fidelity and
an ability, highly creditable to his talents as a
writer, and to his principles as a Wesleyan Mi-
nister.

The plan of the discourse embraces the Naturs
—Or1ciN—PRroGREss AND PRESENT STATE—2Nd
Cuaracter or Mreriopisy—with CoNcLuping
Practicar Redarks and Notes. These gene-
tal heads, each comprise a considerable number
- of distinct and well arranged particulars, in the
discussion of which, Mr. Ma~NLy shews an ex-
tensive acquaintance with his subject, and recog-
nises the fact, that though, through the growth
and spread of Methodism into four distinct branch-
es or connexions—-the English, Irish, Canadian,
snd the American Methodist Episcopal—¢¢she
has modified her exterior;” she has at the
same time, and in all herramifications, ¢ preserved
her genius.”?

Ve give the following extract, as a specimen
of the style of the author, and as expressing our
own views of those characteristics of Methodism
to which it refers:—

¢ Methodism is loyal and patriolic. A system
which wields the energies, fixes the principles,
and forms the character of multitudes throughout
the empire, must bear a decided aspect towards
the civi government. That aspect is neither in-
difference” nor hostility, but Christian loyalty.
Methodism invariably teaches that ¢ the powers
that he are ordaincd of God;?’ that they are enti-
tled to homour, iribute and obedience by the in-
junctions of conscience and inspiration, and that
they that ¢resist’ or rebel, ¢«shall receive to
themselves damnation.” Methodism ¢¢ fears the
Eord and the king,”? and is not “given to
change,” but < leadsa quiet and peaceable life
I all godliness and honesty.”” But while it thus
recognises the divine appointment, and the di-
vinely-sanctioned authority of civil government,
apd 1aculcates the consequent duties, it by no
means acknowledges absolute and unqualified ci-
vil power. 1t insists on restrictions, beth civil
and religious. The authority and law of God are
supteme and absolute, and supersede all opposing
power, whether it be parental, ecclesiastical or
divil. The ¢ fear of Gud® occupies the fint and
highest place in the catalogue of Christian duties,
n% is.at once the source the rule of ¢ ho-
wour®’ to < the kiag,’? and 8T every other duty to
faan. And as the ?zwof God lymits the authoni-
1y of tulers, so also do the constitution and laws
of the empire. At the installation of every civil
ojlicer, from the highest to the lowsst, in'cither
the executive or legislative departments, imperial
ot colonial, the duties and bounds of his office are
solemnly recognised, and his stipulations of fide-
ljty sealed wish the solemnity and obligation of
an oath. Deyond the appointed limits he has no
authority at all, and no claim to obedience. Ab-
solute authority generates tyranny, and divests
the people of all rational liberty. ~Total absence
orinadequacy of civil authority causes aparchy,
crime, and popular despotism. Hence the neces-
aity of adequate power, and of just and wel de-
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fined limits, in order atonce to render civil go-
vernment clficient, aud the people free, and to
guard against every specics o} tyranny and licen-
tiousness. Methodism knows these principles and
limits, and is, therefore, neithetr a rebel nor a
slave.  When God commands, it heeds not the
antagonist authority of man.  When the consti-
tution and laws enjoin dutics, Methodism ‘ncr-
forms them ; when they confer tizhts, Methohism
ackuowledges Jicm; and when they draw lines
of circumscription, Methodism obscrves them.
This is its loyalty. Methodism is loyal, but not
base or blind.  Mecthodism is free, hut not arro-
gant or licentious. Its loyalty is the operation of|
principle—of fervid affection and of enlightened
conscience—and is, therefore, uniform and stead-
fast. The source whence it issucs can never be
affected by the fluctuations of passion, avarice, or
ambition, and tne stream flows smoothly and con-
stantly on. ‘The experience of 2 century has il-
lustrated these views. When a Sidinouth-ma-
chination threatened popular teligious rights, Me-
thodism lifted up its voice, aad, in connexion
with others, repelled the attempt. And when
colonial rebellion dared to raise its head, Mctho-
dism indignantly trampled it to the dust. Me-
thodism loves its country with true patriotic ar-
dour, and claims, by its integrity and consistency,
equal and impartial protection, But Methodism
is no partizan, no secular politician or noisy de-
claimer. Let its loyalty and civil relations be
well understood. As a system of religious truth,
and an ecclesiastical organisation, it inculcates
and performs civil duties, in the sense already gi-
ven; exercises its corporate civil rights; and
guards and maintains the interests of religion
against civil aggression. With questions of civil
polity it has nothing more to do. Whether exc-
cutive or legislative authority shall be enlarged
abridged or modified anew ; whether the mutu

rclations of the several branches of the govern-
ment shall be changed o maintained ; whether
internal improvement and police and foreign com-
merce and relations, shall bhe altered or not—are
 questions with which neither Methodism nor any

tetfere. 1ts vocation and office are higher and
nobler. Its high design and daty are to promul-
gate and establish religion; while civil govern-
ment attends to its calling and work. The mem-
bers of our societies, in their civil capacity, as
citizens and subjects, are entitled to interferc
constitutionally with civil affairs; but our mem-
bers, as Methodists—our Ministers, as Ministers—
our societies, as @ Church—our system, as Me-
thodism—are, or ought to be, wholly unconnected
with secular or party politics, and are degraded
and desecrated whenever professedly or practical-
ly identified with ¢ potsherds,” or parties. Should
Methodism descend from its elevated and holy

sition, to mingle in the squabbles of secular po-
iticiang, eitherto build up or to displace a party
in power, orto modify or perpetuate a scheme of
civil government, it would undouhtedly betray
its trust, sacrifice its character and energy, and
sink to the nullity which its unfaithfulness de-
served. But while it ¢« fears God and honours
the king,”” walks by ¢ the same rule, and minds
the same thing,”® it will continue to prosper as it
has hitherto done.”

Mr. Manwy, at the time when his discourse
was published, was a member of the Upper Ca-
nada Conference. He has since, nowerver, for
weighty reasons, disconnected himself from that
branch of the Wesleyan family, and joined his
brethren in this, the Canadian Eastern District;
but his work is not on that account less worthy of
public estimation, as, hehas only acted in accord-
ance with thoss Wesleyan principles which he
hasrecognised in the extract given ahove.

The Sermon will be for sale at the Wesleyan
Depot, Montreal.
T ——

The pious man and the atheist always talk of
religion ; the one speaksof what he loves, and the
other of whit he fears.—Montesquicu.

The distance which lay between the throne of
the universe and the death of the cross,is the

ger and guilt of sin.,

other religious system has the least right to in-|;

measure at once of the love of God and of tf:e dan- ue
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

MISSION PRIZE ESSAY,

Mawy of our readers will remember that, three
years ago, two_ptizes, of two hundred guineas,
amil of fifty guineas, respectively, were offered
by abody of Christians associated for the put-
pose ; for the two best essays that should be pro-
duced before Ist June, 1835, on the ¢ Duty, Pri-
vilege, and Encouragement of Christians to send
the Gospel to the keathen,” The prospecius
was issued under the signatures of Dr. Cha&mcn,
of the late respected Dr. M¢Gill, Professor of
‘Theology in the Glasgow University, and of Dr.
Duff, the eminent Superintendent of the General
Assembly’s Missionary and Educational Institu-
tion at Calcutta. The adjudicators were chosen
to represent the different churches, who have
practically acknowledged the obligation to enga
in the szcred enterprise of Christianizing lﬁ:
world—viz: for the Church of Englang, the Rev.
Henry Melville, of Camberwell ; for the Church
of Scotland, the Rev. Dr. Welsh, Professor of
Church History in the University of Edinburgh ;
for the Independents, the Rev. Dr. Wardlaw, of
Glasgow : for the Baptists, the Rev. Thomas 8.
Crisp, ot the Baplist College, Bristol; and for
the Wesleyans, the Rev. Dr. Bunting. ‘These
names are a guarantee_for an impartial and efGe
cient discharge of the difficult task of deciding on
the merits of the different essays lodged, wfnich
were more than forty in number.

The award was expected some months ago, but
circumstances have made a postponement necese
sary. We trust, however, that very shortly the
Christians in our own country and throughout the
world—for the intercst of the scheme is not local
or national—will be gratitied by the publication
of two works which may become eminently use-
ful in extending a missionary spirit. Itisanen-
couraging and delightful fact, that the desire to
join in_the noble competition was, apparently, ss
vivid in the United States as here. More than
one powerful application came from clergymen
in the Union, for an extension of the time al-
lowed to fumish essays ; but the terms of the ori-
ginal prospectus reluctantly forced the offerers of
the prizes to refuse. * There is, however, reason
to hope the other side of the Atlantic has, not-
withstanding, furnished a quota of the array of
talent just mentioned.—Liverpool Mail.

THE RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY.

Ix the last Report of this noble Institution, it is
stated that

¢ Special efforts have been made against the
destructive vice, drunkenness; and 250,000 co-
pies of a tract written on this subject gratuitously
supplied for circulation in the metropolis, Large
numbers have also been distributed in various
patts of England. The Committee have likewise
directed their attention to the progress of infideli-
ty and Socialism ; and 255,000 copies of aati-
infide] publications have been issued.

¢ The total number of circulating libraries
granted during the year amounts to 281, exclu-
sive of those sent to foreign lands.

¢ The publications issued from the Depository
during the year, amount to 19,425,002, being an
increase of 1,382,463 ; making the total circula~
tion of the Society,in about eighty-six languages,
including the issues of foreign Socicties, assisted

'by the parent institution, to exceed 315,400,000,”

Jons Joscrn Guaney.—It is statedin an Ame-
tican paper, that the-charitable donations of this
distinguished member of the English Society of
Friends, amounted, during his recent sojourn in
‘the United States, to 20,000 dollars.

BIRTH.

At Comptlon Village, on the 20th ultimo, Mrs., (Rev.)
E. Botterell, of a son.

MARRIED,
In this city, on the 14th instant, by the Rev. Joha.

[P. Hetherington, Mr. Jobn Davis, boot and shoee

maker, 0 Miss Mary Sissons, late of New Loodos,

Tu this city, on the 13t inatant, by the Rev. Heary
Wilkes, Mr, Georgs Hart, 10 Miss Eliza Stewant,
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MISCELLANEOUS.

SAMARIA.
(From ‘s Incidents of T'ravel,” by an JAmerican.)

1 was now about entcting one of the most in-
teresting countries in the Holy Land, consccrated
by the presence of our Saviour in the body, and
by the eacrcise of his divine and miraculous pow-
ers.  ‘The Bible was again in my hand, and 1 rcad
there that Jesus Chirst had left ¢ Judea and de-
patted into Galilee; that he must needs pass
through Samaria, and that he came toa citf' of
Samatia, called Sychar, ncar to the parcel of
ground that Jacob gaveto his son Joseph”?  And
« Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, bemg weary
with his Journcy, sat duwn on the well, and it
was about the sixth hour. Andthere cometh.a
woman of Samaria to draw water; and Jesus
saith unto her, Give me to drink » ftis with uo
irreverent feehing that 1 draw the parallel, but |
was following i the very footsteps of the Sa-
viour; I too had left «Judea, and had departed
into Galilee;” I too “must nceds go through
Samariz;”? and I too was now coming to the city
of Samaria called Sychar, and, before entering
the city, I would fain sit dewn on the well of
Jacob, where our Saviour te'ked with the Sama-
ritan woman,

At Cowara I took 2 guide to con@uct me to this
well. In about two heurs we were winding along
the side of Mount Genzim, whose summit was
covered with the white dome of the tomb of an
Arab saint; and passing one well on the declivity
of the mountain, going down to the valley at its
base, we came to Jacob’s well, or the Beer Sa-
marea of the Arabs. I kuew that there was a
difference of opinion as to the precise site of this
interesting monument; but, when I found myself
at the mouth of this well, I had no wish to look
ferther ; I could feel and realize the whole scene ;
1 could see our Saviour coming out from Judea,
4nd travelling along this valley ; 1 could see him,
wearicd with his journey, sitting down on this
well to rest, and the Samaritan woman, as I saw
them at every town in the Holy Land, coming
out for water. [ could imagine lus looking up to
Mount Gerizim, and predicting the ruin of the
temple, and telling her that the hour was coming
when neither on that mountain nor yet in Jeru-
salem would she worship the God of her father’s.
A large column lay across the top of the well, and
*he mouth was filled up withh huge stones. 1
could see the water throuzh the crevices ; but,
even with the assistance of Paul and the Arabs,
found it impossible to remove them. I plucked a
wild flower growing in the mouth of the well,
and passed on,

The ground which I was now treading is sup-
posed to be the < parcel of ground® which Jacob
bought of the sons of Hamor, the father of She-
ehen, for a hundred pieces of silver, and gave to
his son Joseph, Turning the point of the moun-
tain, we came to a rich valley, lying between the
mountains of Gerizim and Fbal. Crossing this
valley, on the sides of the mountains of Ebal is
a Jong range of groltoes and tombs, and a little
hefore coming to them, in a large white building
like a sheik’s tomb, is the sepulehire of Joseph, as
itis written, ¢ the bones also of Joseph, which the
children of Israel brought up with them out of
Egypt, buricd they in Shechem.” I dismounted
and entered the building, and it is a not uninte-
resting fact that 1 found therc a white-bearded
Israclite, knecling at the tomb of the patriarch,
and teaching a rosy-checked boy (his descendant
of the fourth generation) the beautiful story of Jo-
scph and his brethren.

1t was late in the afternoon when 1 was moving
up the valley of Nzplous. The mountains of Ge-
rizim and Ebal, the mountains of blessings und
curses, were toweting like lofty walls on either
side of me3 Mount Gerizim fertile, and Mount
Ebal batren, as when God commanded Joshua to
set up the stones in Mount Ebal, and pronounced
on Mont Gerizim blessings vpon the children of
Istacl «if they would hearken diligently unto
the voice of the Lord, to obscrve and do all his
commandments,” and on Ebal the withering
curses of disobedience, A beautiful stream, in
two orthree places filling large reservoirs, was
running thiough the valley, and & skepherd saton
its bank, playing atced pipc with his flock feed-
ing quietly around him. ‘The shades of evening
wete gathering fast as I approached the town of

Naplous, the Shechem or Sychem of the Old
Testament, and the Sychar of the New, More
than a dozen lepers were silting outside the gate
their faces shining, pimpled and bloated, covere
with-sores and postules, their nostrils open and
tilled with ulcers, and their red eyes fixed and
stating ; with swollen feet they dragged their dis-
gusting bodics towards me, and with Tioarse voices
extended their deformed and hideous hands for
charity.

We rode up the principal street, and at the
door of the palace I met the govemor just mount-
ing his horse, with a large retinue of officers and
slaves around himn. We exchanged our greetings
on hotzeback. [ showed him my firman, and he
sent a janizary to conduct me to the house of a
Samaritan, a wiiter to the government, where [
was received, fed, and lodged better than in any
othier place iu the Holy Land, always excepting
the abodes of those suffering martyrs, the Aerra
Santa monks.

I had just time to visit the Samaritan syna.
gogue. Leaving my shoes at the door, with naked
feet I entered a small room, about fifteen fect
square, with nothing striking or interesting about
it except what the Samaritans say is the oldest
manuscript in the world, a copy of the Penta-
teuch, written by Abishua, the grandson of Azron,
three years after the death of Moses, or about
threc thousand three hundred years ago. ‘The
priest was a men of forty-five, and gave ine buta

oor idea of the character of the Samaritans, for
ie refused to show me the sacred scroll unless I
would pay him first. He then brought down an
old manuscript, which very much to his astonish-
ment, I told him was not the genuine record 3 giv-
ing him very plainly to understand that I was not
to be bamboozled in this matter, T had been ad-
vised of this tiick by the English clcr¥yman
whom I met in Jerusalem ; and the priest, laugh-
ing at my detection of the cheat, while some of
his hopeful flock who had followed me joined in
the laugh, brought down the other preserved in a
tin case. It was written in sone character 1 dud
not understand, said to be the Samantan, tattered
and worn, and bearing the marks of extreme age ;
and, though I knew nothing about it, I admitted
it to be the genvine manuseript; and they all
laughed when I told the priest what a rogue he
was for trying to deceiveine ; and this rncst they
believe to be of the tribe of Levi, of the seed of
Aaron, I spent a long cvening, and had an
interesting conversation with my host and Lis
brother, and in their kindness, sinceiity, and
honesty, forgot the petty duplicity of the Le-
vite.

Much curiosity has existed in Europe among
the learned with regard to this singular people,
and several of the most eminent men of their
day, in London and Paris, have had correspon-
dence with them, but without any satisfactory re-
sult. The descendents of the Israelites who re~
mained and were not carried into caplivity, on the
rebuilding of the second temple were denied the
privilege of sharing the labour and expense of ats
reconsiruction at Jerusalew, and, in mortifi-
cation and revenge, they built a temple on Mount
Getizim, and ever since a deadly hatred has cx-
isted between their descendants the Samaritans
and the Jews. Gibbon, speaking of them in the
time of Justinian, says, ¢ The Samaritans of Pa-
lestine were a motley race, 2n ambiguous sect, re-
jected as Jews by the pagans, by the Jews as
schismatics, and by the Christians as idolaters.
The abomination of the cross had alrcady been
planted on their holy Mount of Gerizim, but the
persecution of Justiman oilered only the alternative
of baptism or rebellion. They chose the Iatter;
under the standard ofa desperate leader, they tosc
in arms and retaliated their wrongs on the lives,
the poperty and the temples of a defenceless peo-
ple. ‘The Samaritans were hnally subdued by the
regular forces of the East; twenty thousand were
slain, twenty thousand were sotd by the Arabs to
the infidelsof Persia and Indiay and the remains
of that.uahappy nation atoned for the crime of
treason by the sin of hypocrisy.”? About sixty fa-
milies are all now remaining, and these few relics
of a once powerful gco;»lc still dwell in their an-
cient capitaly at the base of Mount Gerizim, under
the shadow: of their fallen temple.

The brother of my host was prliculaily fond of
talking cbout them. He was very old, and the
most deformed man I ever saw who lived to attain

a great age. 1lis legs were long, and all his limbs
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were those of a tall man, but he wss ¢o hump-
backed that in sitting he rested upon his hump.
He asked me tnany questions about the Samane
tans in Englend (of America he had no know.
ledge,) and seemed determined to believe that
there were many in that country, and told me
that I mizht say to them, wherever I found
them, that therc they believed in one ome
nipotent and eternal God, the five Hooks of
Moses, and a future Messiah, and the day of
the Messial’s coming to be near at hand j that
they practised circumcision, went three times a
year up to Mount Gerizim, ¢ the everlastin
mountain,’® to worship and offer sacrifice, an
once a year pitched their tents and left their vir-
gins alone on the mount for seven days, expect-
ing that one of them would conceive and brin
forth a son, who should be the Messiah 5 that they
allowed two wives, and in case of harenness, four;
that the women were not permiited to eater the
synagogue, except once a year during fast, but on
no account were they permitted to touch the sa-
cred scroll 5 and that, although the Jews and Sa-
maritans had dealings in the market-places, &e.
they hated each other now as much as their fa-
thers did before them.

I asked him about Jacob’s well; he said ke
knew the place, und that he knew our Saviour, ot
Jesus Chirist, as he familiarly called him, very
well; he was Joseph the caipenter’s son, of Na-
zarel‘l; but that the story which the Christians
had about the woman at the well was all afiction;
that Chuist did not convert her; but that, on the
contrary, she laughed at him, and even refused to
give him water to drink.

‘The information [ received from the old man is
more than I have ever seen in print about thisre-
duced and singular people,and I give it for what
it may be worth. 1 cannot help mentioning a
little circumstance, which serves to illustrate the
sroverb that boys will be boys all the world over,

Vhile I was exploring the ‘mysteries of the Sa-
matitan creed, it heing the season of Easter, a
fine chubby little fellow came to me witha cous
ple of eggs died ycllow, and trying them on his
tecth, just as we used to do in _my boyish days
(did we leam it fiom them or they from us?)~
gave me a choice 5 and, though it may seem a
trifling incident to the reader, it was not an unia-
teresting circumstance to me, this celebration of
my““ paas” in the ancient Sychesn, cracking eggs
with a Samariten boy.

AstroNoN1cAl, Woxpers.—It is said that the
carth contains two hundred and sixty thousand
millions of cubical miles—that 1..e sun is a million
of times aslarge as the eatth—ihat the star Lyra
is fifty-four thousand times larger than the sun,
and that a hundred million of stars lie within the
range of our telescopes. If each of these suns
has a hundred worlds connected with at, thers
will be found ten thousand mwillicns of worlds in
that portion of the universe which coines within
the 1ange of human otscrvation. Aund s to the
distance of the ixed stary, the celebrated Huy-
gens believed that some of themn might be so re-
mote, that theirlight had not yet reached ussiace
the creation.

Powrrs oF tne TreLrscorr.—-A telescops
which magnifies objects two hundred and forty
times, can carry our views within one thousand
miles of the moon ; and a telescope such as Dr.
Herschel’s reflector, of forty feet, which magni-
fies six thousand times, would enable us to view
the mountains and vales of the moon as if we
were transpusted to a point within fifty miles of
her surface.  We can ‘view the magniticent sys-
tem of the planet Saturn, by means of this instri-
ment, as distinctly as if we had performed a jour-
ney of eight hundred millions ofp miles in the di-
rection of that globe, which, at the rate of fifty
miles an hour, would require a period of more
than eightcen hundred years to accomplish,

D ——

Ax Inpnaw teing asked, ¢ why do you think
the beloved onestake care of you?” He answer-
cdy € When I was in the battle, the bullet went
on this side and on that siude; and this manydied,
and that man dicd ; and Iamalive! So, Iknow,
the Leloved ones take care of me.”?

MotrooF Tt WEsLEY FAMILY.~Porro unum

et necessarium~— Morcover, one thing is needful,
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THE WESLEYAN.

AN EMINENT MINISTER.

{We are obliged to our kind correspondent at
Guelph for the following communication, espe-
cially as we well knew and frequently heard the
s¢ Essust Misisten®? portrayed, during sixteen
years spent in London.  We can bear testimony
to the accuracy of the delineation, and to the
character and talents of the preacher.~—Eviton.]

Tux following atticle is extracted from a work
entitled ¢ Dialogues, Moral and Scientstic.”?

¢ I have occasionally hieard discourses from se-
veral eminent men in the (Wesleyan) conneaion,
who have long since gone to their reward. Per-
haps you will not be impatient if 1 allude to one
of tham. I remember that some years since I was
invited to attend the public service at the City-
road Chapely in London. ‘The time was Sunday
evening; and the minister appointed to preach
was said to be popular.  The building was crowd-
ed to excess; and just as the clock struck six,
all eyes were directed to the passage leading from
what is termed the moining chapel, through which
the minister procecds from the vesty. Having
heard of his pulpit talent, and consequent celebr-
ty, my imagination had pictured the idea of an
ercct and portly personage, rusthng to the soene
of action with a due measure of clerical dignity ;
when, to my surpuse and dissppointment, camne
forward with solemn pace, a spare, ufassuiing
figure, habited in a strait-fionted black coat, of
the plainest formn.  There appeared in him an
inwatd lowliness, which I thougzht unique and re-
matkable ; his countenance was composed and
placid, and of that cast which indicated decp
thinkinzg; he was about the medium height; had
a small stoop in walking; and, from the few
strazgling hairs which yet bately lingered on his
forehicad, he must have been advancing in years.
On ascending the pulpity my first impression was,
that the congregation was disappointed § the fa-
vourite, thoughit T, is not come ; this person is the
deputy, and I wonder what such a dry stick can
have to say. ¢ Judge nothing before the time,™
was the wise reply of my fiirnd. 1 consented,
therefore to hear with patience, or, at leasty to
try. On giving out the hymn which was to be
sung, I found the minister had the divadvantaze
of 2 voice by no means musical, and exceedingly
weak \\'ith;af. The prayer which followed was
delivered in atone rather luw, but was remarka-
ble for its comprehensiveness and fluency. In
pronouncing the teat of Scripture on which the
discourse was to be founded, it was with some
difticulty that he was heard, especially at the
most di~tant parts of his andience, where I hap-
pened to sit. With the exception of a few notes
written upon a small picce of paper, placed before
him on the opencd leaf of the hible, his sermon
was eatemporancous; and the utterance of afew
sentences was sublicient to show that he was no
ordinary man. ‘The exordium was finely con-
ceived, was dehivered with a clear and distinct
voice, and with an earnestuess of manner whck:
visibly increased as he proceeded.  ‘The structure
of the discourse, and his intendod line of reason-
ing, were then propotunded, with remarkable per-
spicuity and fotce ; and for a fuil hour, which was
the time the exposition lasted, not fewer than two
thousand petsons listened with breathless atten-
tion to this masterin Istacl.  But, beautiful and
jimpressive as was the manner in which the argu-
mentative paits of the scrmon were sustained, it
was towards the clnse that the pecu'iaritics of this
matvellous man were evinced.  If the most diffi-
cult part of a discourse be the application, it was
here that he particularly shone.  Supernatural
aid seemed to come down: out of weakness he
was made strong—the disadvantage of a weak ané
tremulous voice was forgotten in overwhelming
appeals to the consctences of the auditory.  They
secmed to expect an approaching storm 5 allbent
an eapectant ear, and sute enough it came. Oun
this occasion the preacher made a tremendous
calculation of the rcquisitions ef the moral law,
and the p:nalties attached to disobedience. There
was blackness, and darkness, and tempest ; Sinai
was altogether on a smoke ; and great searchings
of heart were produced, as whea of old the trum-
pet sounded long, and waxed loud, anid the people
did exceedingly fear and quake. Then, by a
transition of thought, managed with singular abi-
hty, the terrors of the last day were cxbituted:

the Aucie-* of I)af’s did sit 3 the books were open-
ed 3 creation crashed to its centre, and was pass-
ing away with a great noisc; the inexotable
throne was unveiled, and before it stood the cited
dead of a thousamt generations, The condition
of those who had perished in an impenitent rejec-
tion of the Gospely, was then portrayed, in colours
vivid as the light of truth § guilt stood inpeached
and abiashed ; subterfuge and evasion were duven
from their last retreat forgotten sins secmed to
be remembered——andy like the ptophetic roll, were
eahibited in characters of Limentation, and moeuin-
ingy and woe. ¢ See,® said the preacher, * see that
ye refuse not him that speaketh 5 for if they es-
caped not who refused him that spake on carth,
much more shall not we escape it we turn aw.ay
from him that speak:*  from heavens?  This and
other passages of saco vl wint weie quoted i the
utmost height of excied fervoury, wheny as was
commonly the case with Liim, his voice pattially
faledy and gave way before the fulness of lus
sphit; but this circumstance, so far from impud-
ing the current of his eloquence, rendered it ex-
ceedinzly touching.  Bvery one saw that bie was
big with matter, aud that € the spirit of convincinyy
speech® was with him.  There was no failure
but that of corporeal strength,  Many were deep-
ly smitlen ; many sorrowed after a godly sort 3
and not a tew were melted into tears; when, with
the skul of a physician who knew lis time, and
wlien to probe, and when to stay his hand, the
preacher opened another leef of Ins commission ¢
and the promises of the Gospel, of wiich he had
an ample store at command, were announced with
chanining pathos and volabsliny. The perspira-
tion hady for some time, stool in drops upon his
forehead, which hie rep catedly removed with his
handkeichief ; meantime, the heaters remained
mute with attention: you might have heard a
sigh,  ‘The cutrance of the word seemed to sive
life. ‘There came on a littin up of the head, as
if redemption drew nigh. ‘The expectation of
some spintual blessing was tremblingly alive 3 as
m the year when king Usziah died, the door-posts
scemed to shake at the presence of the Lord, 1t
reminded one of the moment when Moses smote
the rock, and of the eager multitudes who pressed
to catch the guslung streanme  The preacher con-
cluded with a short aspiration of prayer, which
was instantly followed by an ¢ Amen?® which, as
the voice of many waters, azose fiom all parts of
the chapel—and the cflect was singularly pow-
erful.

¢ It has been asserted, that the minustry of this
extraordinary man had heen of special spiritual
use to no fewer than fen thousand persons. s
name was JosErH Bexson.”?

In this iniquitous wortld, for the most part, mis-
takes and misconceits, though never so unjustly
apprehended, are graven in brass; and good tu.ns
and benefits, though never so kinlly bestowed,
are written inthe dust.—Sackeille, Earlof Dorset.

—— —

Nosr do so foolislily, and yet so deservedly,
tniss ot happincss, as those who are veiy careful
to learn the way to Haaven, and when they have
done, will take no pains to get tinther—Arch-
bishop Tillotson.
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POETRY.

LINES ADDRESSED TO A MUMMY,

Tue following very original picce, by an un-
known author, theugh it has oftcn been reptinted
in Britain, is not, it is belicved, very generally
known in this country, and will probably be -
teresting 1o our rcaders.

AND thou hast walked about, (how strange 2 story !)
In Thebes’ streets, three thowsand years ago,
When the Mcmnonium was in all ats glory,
And time had not begun to overthrow
These temples, palaces, and piles stupendous,
Of which the very ruins are tremenduus.

Speak—for thou tong enouzh hast acted dummy ;
Thou’st a tongue—~comc, ict us hear its tune s

Thou’rt standing on thy legs above ground, Mummy,
Revisiting the glimpses of the moon:

Not like thin ghost or disembodicd creatures,

But with thy boncs and flesh, and Limbs and fcaturcs.

Tell us—for doubtless thou canst recollect—
To whom shoull we ascribe the Sphinx’s fame ¢
Was Ceops or Cephirones architect
OF cither pyramid that bears his nane
Is Pompey’s Pillar rcally a misnomer 2
Had Thebes a hundred gates, as sung by Homer ¥

Petlaps thou wert a mason, and forl'dden,

By oath, to tell the niysterics of thy trade 3
Fien say what sceret melody was hidden

Tu Mcmnon®s statue, winch at sunrs 2 play'd 2
Pethaps thou weit a priest—if so, my struggles
Are vain, for privderaft never owas its juggles.

Perehance, that very hand now pinioned fast,

Has hob-a-nobb*d with Pharoab, glass to glass :
Or dropp*d a halfpenny in Homer®s hat;

Or duti"d thine own, 10 let Queen Dilo pass ;
Or held, by Sulomon®s vwn invitation,
A torch at the great tunple's dedication,

I need not ask thee o that Jiand, when arm'd,
Has any Roman soldier maul'd and knuckled ;

For thou wert dead and buricd, and cinbalm®d,
Ere Romulus or Remus had been suckled :

Antiguity appears o have begun,

Long after thy primesal race was run.

Thou couldst develope, if that wither™d tongue
Might tell us what thosc sightlcss orbs have seen,

How the world look'd when it was fresh and young,
Aud the great deluge still have leftat green !

Or was it then so old, that lustory’s poges

Contain’d no record of its carly ages 1

Still silent, incommunicative ¢If' !
Art sworn to scereey 1—then keep thy vows,
But prithee tcll us something of thyself—
Reveal the scerets of thy prison-housc ;
Since in the world of spirits thou hast slumber’d,
What hast thou scen, what strange alventures nume
ber'd?

Siuce first that form was in this box cxtended,

We have above ground scen some strange mutations :
The Rumau empire has begun and ended,

New worlds have risen, we have lost old nations—
And countless kings have into dust been humbled,
\Whilst not a fragment of thy flesh has crumbled.

Didst thou not hear the patter o'er thy head,
When the great Persian congueror, Cambyses,
Marcir’d armies o'er thy tomb with thundering tread,
O'crthirew Osiris, Orus, Osis, Isis,
Aud shook the pyramids with fear and wonder,
When the gigantic Mcmuon fell asunder.

If the tom®'s =ccrets may not be confess'd,

The nature of thy private hfc unfold;
A heart has throbb'd beneath that leathern breast,

Aud tears adown those dusky cheeks have roil'd ;
Have cluldren cdimb’d those knces and kiss’d that face ¢
What was thy name and station, age and race ?

Statuc of flesh—immortal of the dead—
Tmperizhable tyne of cvanescence-—
Postlumous mau, who quits his narrow bed,
Aund standest undecayed within onr presence :
Thou wilt hear notlung till the Judgment mormng,
Whicn the great trump shall thrll thee with its warning.

Why should this worthiess tegument endure,
1fits undying Zucst be lost forever 2
Oh, lct us keep the soul embalm®d and pure,
In living virtue—that when both must sever,
Although corruption shall our frame consuine,
The immortal epirit in the skics may bloom !
e ————————— e ——
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