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STENOGRAPHERS IN COUXNCIL.

¥

IT;:QE;‘U*"L MEETING 0¥ THE NEW YORK STATE

. “F‘im-r APHERS’ ASSOCIATION AT SYRACUSE, N. Y.

OONVE\-CH OF THE ORGANIZATION--HOW THE
NTION IMPRESSED A CANADIAN.

e f Eriz'f,,rial Correspondence of the WRITER.)

FOREIGNER, after noting inen and
things on the other sile of our lakes,
sententiously remarked : —** Every-
thing in the United States is organ-
his remark, though not fully borne
e sie facts, is particularly applicable to
York"?gml‘hlc_pro‘iession in the State of New
entirg] € organization here spoken of being
Memp, distinet from a similar one, whose
the g, ?hlp 13 confined to the eapital eity of
izatim? €. The benefits to be secured by organ-
ize, gro Provided there be something to organ-
Waste 020 evident that it would seem a useless
eme . wind and words to enlarge upon the
blesgeq and yet, outside of the State which is
to ﬂttendy the Association it was my privilege
| Cationg on August 19th, Stenographic Asso-
fshoulg b: Té not nearly as numerous as they
I poseq tg ¢ even among the peop’e who are sup-
‘tiong g5 OTganize everything. If such Associa-
'greater !tlllfd for nothing more and nothing
ratenn;, @0 the promotion of the fecling of
igmphersy tﬁvhlch should characterize phono-
tbringing” th“'e would be sufficient reason for
i “he cage of tﬁm 1nto existence ; but when, as in
| ation avow. € one which I visited, the organiz-
jestablishins as the purpose of its existence, * the
ofe ciencg' and maintaining a proper standard
i faet, iy p "": In the profession,” and when, in
‘loca] 1 igol only influences, but controls, all
limwﬁsi%le %‘t)mn affecting the profession, it is
| Fived by oo Chlculate the benefits to be de-
| Iuge t]?lnpetent reporters from its existence.
I visedly foi Phrase © competent reporters " ad-
‘91’089 ﬁrst. 1“Je New‘ York State Association
112¢, ng g o nes material with which to organ-
T being enrolled who had not had

JMat g
'practiceas(t)f hye years actual experience in the
l 1 '8 profession,” and it has main-

ndard of efficiency by an initia-

taineq the sig

Cantrilbsstex.

e

tory test, such as isin vogue in the Associations
in other parts of the Union. It may be inter-
esting to quote from the constitution the fol-
lowing, in reference to this test, to be applied
by the members of the Examining Committee to
whom the application is referred :(—

FirsT.—The applicant shall be fairly tried as to his
speed in writing.  If he fails to write legibly, at the rate
of 150 words per minute, matter never before written by

him, for five consecutive minutes, his application shall be
rejected.

SEcoND. —It this preliminary test be successfully passed,
the applicant shall be fairly tried in actual reporting, and
the result of such trial, including a specimen of his notes
and a transcript thereof, shall be submitted to the other
members of the Committee.

A candidate who successfully passes this ex-
amination is received on a two-thirds vote of the
members present at the next regular meeting.
These tests may be waived, however, in the
case of a stenographer of well-known or suffi-
ciently vouched for competency,—a provision
which is thoroughly safe, for each member is
interested in maintaining the high character of
the Association, and no one would recommend
an incompetent stenographer for membership.

As originally organized in 1876, the name of
the Association was: “ New York State Law
Stenographers’ Association.” The constitution
was, however, amended last year, and the scope
of the organization was enlarged by dropping
the word “ Law.” There is now an active
membership of over forty, and there are abJut
twenty honorary members. Very few of the
whole numberareother than Law Reporters, and
seldom does a more law-abiding assembly ever
nreet than that which filled the rooms of Messrs.
Tinsley and Morgan, at the beautiful ecity of
Syracuse, N. Y., on Thursday, 19th August,
1880. I say nothing of the proceedings at the
*clam-bake " provided on the following day by
the firm mentioned, for I was unable to remain;
but the unbounded generosity of the hosts,
combined with the very evident intention on
the part of the guests to make the occasion
memorable, might sugyrest a considerable degree
of rollicking enjoyment,

Arriving at Syracuse in the early
noon, 1 repaired to the

fore-
Empire House




where Messrs. Tins'ey and Morgan oe-
cupy a suite of roows titte up with con-
veniences for the holdig of references, arbitra-
tions, ete. Partics to references are alloweld
the free nae of the large room furnishel with
tables, chairs, and peil destal *whereon doth sif
the dread and power ™ of the arbitrator. Here
sat, during the afternoon, the genial President,
8. C. Rodgers, of Troy, =upported on the left by
the whole-souled, energetic Seeretary, Theo. C.
Rose, of Ithaca. After a few hours spent in
fraternal intercourse, and an intermission for
lunch, the assembly was called to order between
two und three o'clock in the alternoon, and
about twenty mewbers responded to the roll-
call.  Many members were unuble to bepresent,
profeu';mndl engageineirts defaining some; while
a host of Jefters were read fromn stenogr: aphu%
residing in various Biates, expressing regret
at enforced absence, and conveying fruternal
greelings.

Having written this much of introduetory
information concerning the Association in
which the reader has, by this time, begun to
feel a lively interest, I suppose I shall not be
pardoned if I do not give a full report of the
proceedings. Yet, notwithstanding all conse-
quential possibilities, I do not propose to do
anything of the kind. The Association, with
commendable enterprise, publishes 2 full re-
port in book form each year; and every pho-
nographer who can command fifty cents, and
who possesses fifty cents’ worth of enthusiasm,
should purchase that valuable compendium
in addition to the Wrrrer.  Moreover, if an
attempt were nade to publish the pr()eeedmg
in this magazine, everything else must be
crowded out, and the reader must wait a whole
year befrre lie would reach the end. Neither do
1 ypropose {o give a summary of the papersread,
und the discussions which they excited. Praeti-
cal stenographers are also practical writers and
speakers, aud are not in the habit of using that
excess of verbizge which (hey know from actual
experience is, above all things, to be dreaded.
. I did net receive any ineivility or ill-usage at
~the hands of any of the members which ealls

for revenge ; and any attempt to * boil them
down " wonld be most ungenerous on the part
| of one who, meeting with them as the repre-
sentative of another nationality, was treated
.with all the kindness, and was made the re-
“eipient of all the thoughtful attention, which
. whole-hearted American cousins conid bestow.
i The Association will meet next year at Buf.
"falo, and additional interest will attach to the
| Convention when it is announeed that members
w1ll be accompanied by their wives—those, we
i mean, who are so blest; those who are not, will
be expected—the Secremry says—to take some
one else’s wife—or daughter.

Before leaving Syracuse, I was enabled, by
the eourtesy of the members of the Association,
to secure the autographs of about twenty of them.
These I hope to give in the next number of the
WriTER, accompanied by brief biographical
notices. T

B.
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LEGIBILITY OF SHORTHAND NOTES.
By Bez

HE: werbatim writer must possess two
great quali: lcdtlons’-ﬁpee(l and legi-
hs.n.) TUpon the possession of the
; tatter depenis, toa very great extent,
the suceess of the reporter. lKasein decipher-
ing one's noles compensates for many sins
against “style” and “the book.” The most
sure me.hod by which the young aspirant to
phonographic fame may secure a perfectly
legible style is to search out by diligent study,
practice and comparison the best formn for a
word, and then alwnys, without exception, write
that word in the same manner. This done, &
*“hand " will be formed, which will be as legible
to the writer as his longhand manuseript. In
the majority of instances illegibility arises
either from carelessly written, or varied forms—
sometimes both ecauses combined.  Standing
on the head, turning the page of the note book
in all divections, even calling in the aid of
Prof. who is noted as a decipherer of
ancient (and modern) hieroglyphies, will oc-
casionally fail to bring out the ** vast treasures
of deep thought,” which lie hidden in the close
embrace of a carelessly written word or phrase.

Young and inexperienced writers should strive
for even mathematical accuracy in their writing
during the early stages of their practice. As
they progress, experience will teach the modifi-
cations which are allowable and necessary ; and
the eye will become accustomed to the rounding
of angles, the flattening of curves, and the do-
ing away with heavy strokes; and notes that
look mare like ** chicken tracks™ or a map of
the streets of old London, will be as easily read
as are the carefully written exercises of the
text-bo.ks. In nine cases out of ten the writer,
not the system written, should receive the blame
for illegibility. I have heen moved to inilict
this screed upon the readers of this journal hy
li fear that some of my young {riends, notic-
ing the **free and easy " style of some of the
pages {rom reporiers’ note books given in pre-
vious issues of the Wrrrer, would conclude
that they also might ““indulge.” It should be
remembered that experience in wany depart-
ments of the profession is the only guide one
has in writing and reading such notes,

FREDERICK PITMAN.

N anarrow street near 8t, Paul’s Cathedral
stands a small bookseller’sshop, over the
window of which may be seen the name
of *Pitman.’” We say small, because it

IOOkb small from the outside. It is rather NATTOW,

as areall the other shops in Paternoster Row,and

almost every shop is a bookseller’s shop; but
inside, a great deal of work is done, and there is
more room therein than most people imagine.

Such is the place which is regarded as the

centre from which the phonongraphie instrue-

tion books, magazines and material of all kinds

SFRIm AT
v

=

PR

Muw,,,,*%,.- o T K




THE CANADIAN [LLUSTRATED SHORTHAND WRITER.

—

;:.e Sent to all parts of the world. To phono-
aphers it is only second in point of inteiest to
0:55 onetic Institute at Bath, 'The proprie-
el .'the vilice in  Paternoster Row is Mr,
erick Pifinan, who is some years younger

?:; i'l“‘» brother, Mr. Isaac Pitman, Some
On‘i') JIYE Nears ago ot S0 he openel a depot in
‘01130] for the sa'e of 1’11():‘10_;;1‘:1})1\10 publica-
ow " Bjnd. afterwards took a place in Paternoster

» Where he carries on 1he business not only

gen .Dnetic publisher, but of musical and
pub??"'i.l'mhlishcr also. Tle takes no partin the
Ishing business himself, however, but

'e;}ftz:l;a.‘ in the hands of a manuges, whi'e he
ing gav s time to teaching puom)gmph,}'. hav-
pri‘_ateeral classes per week, both ])l‘lbhc and
2 agaz{n I,-.Ie 1s also editor of the ** Shorthand
" e,” gstablished in 1866, and the

|

%
|

'[vwoonoﬁmphic Lecturer,” established in 1871 :

Some Magazines conducted by him for some

and the o P

. h e S mt? W sl
“Ontinyeq i onographic Student” were dis

1876.— From the Phonograph.

WANTED--BRAINS. 77

HE_ capable Stenographer must not only
g think; he must know, and knowledge is
in te his power. He must be skilled, of course,
sgholarg’fEChlce of his art; but he needs to be
OPPOYtu) oo, His vocation gives him constant
conting 'ﬂllt-y for acquiring lfnu\vle.dge, and 1112_Lkes
1t he ahdemands upon him forits a.pp.hcanon H
meang 0"”‘ ould not content himself with such
iR hig 4 fﬂuca:,um alone, as he stumbles across
abite :fl ¥ employments. He should cultivate
genera] | study and research. He needs such
Dalist lnlflormatlon as is necessary to the jour-
ﬂWye;- “DI much of the special learning of the
familiy, tis of great advantage to him to be
an r;"lth the nomenclature of the sciences,
er Ve some acquaintance with their gen-
n(:l :Soll)’e- It is a disgrace to a Stenographer
li"el‘utu.-e tolerably conversant with English
to be fm'i-_l(he eannot be oo much so) and not
ANguage niaar with the phrases from foreign
most g fS 50 commonly used in oar own as al-
ater, to orm a part of it, is likely, sooner or

able ‘notrenld.er him  ridiculous.
accuraey z? Yy literally to reproduce, wizh the
of testimor Fhe th)tn.'_rmph (as in the reporting
€ art p l?i)‘ but to interpret.  Heshonld have
Wore it} e ‘,:lly to convey meaning in words
Speaker \" "-tL l0sen than these employed by »
‘hat he g, “50 accurately to express his -honght
haps o ’?‘ recognize it as his own, and per-
How of hi{;.-.reea,hl_y surprised at the purity and
Pensahle 1 OV diction.  rhis s often ‘indis-
T O render a report intelligible when
n dfm'y speakers make their thoughts
Rid o E{este‘en eloquent, to an audience by the
ure, facial expression and emphasis,

whosge
uni lanzua

clear, 4

sy N
w:i::;;_delel‘-ml). C. McEwen,at N. Y.

aphers' Association, 1879.

Lim R —
bs of the Law—Short-hand Men.—Grip

He shouid be:

time, viz., the * Phonographic Pulpit,”:

£e would be obscure to the reader |
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FHE STEXO-PHONOGRAPH.

SR, J. Howann Hunrer, M. AL, Principal
of the Iustitute tor the Blind. Brantford,
in his lust report gives an interesting
description of an mstrument which may some-
ti:ne, next ceutury, repiace the ordinary short-
hand writer. As our readers are in.erested in
tearining the latest deve opments of seience, es-
pecially in connection with those appliances
which are capable of annihilating them, we

! quote the deseription given by Mr. Hunter,

1'he Steno-phonograph, 1t wili be readily seen,

is o most remarkable inventi n; und the only

hope we can hold out to shorthand writers is

thit it may be some time before the wonderful

Steao-phonogia; h shal, have reached thishem-

isphere.  If any of our readers can furnish.
further information in regard to this mechanical

Stenozraph, we shall be happy to receive and

publish it. Mr. Hunter says:—

¢ Perhaps the most wonderful writ ng appliance eyer
invented was shewn at Parls last vear, in the Iialian
Section of the Exposition. M. Michela, the inventor, de-
signed the instrument 1o replace the ordinary shori-hand
writer, and he calls it therefore the Steno-phonogs aph.
The extraordinary speed that the operator could command
attracted crowds uf wondering spectators. M. Vitali, the
Sugerintendent of the Milan [nstitution for the Blind, has
studied the capabilities of this appliance with reference
to the blind, anc by experiments with his own pupils, he
finds it quite within their reach. [ here translate and
condense the description furnished by M. Vitali. The
instrument resembles aminiature harmonium with its case,
key-hoard, and pedals. It is 17 7-10 inches long, 9 4-5
inches wide, 7 4-5 inches high, and by removing the ped-
als, it may be carried under the arm.  ‘Lhere are 20 keys
in two rows, and the intervening space is occupied by a
cylinder of paper, feeding automatically, and extending
nearly the whole lensth of the machine. ~The paper used
resembles that in the Morse telegraphic register. The
keys actuate levers, which Iprint in slight relief the con-
ventional phonetic characters, that are intended by M.
Michela to constitute a universal alphabet and represent
all articulate sounds. The words are written by syllables,
each syllable being printed by striking together the nec-
essary combination of keys. These syllaties appear ina
vertical order, the second directly under the first, the
third beneath the second, and so on.  The general prin-
ciples of M. Michela’s method remind oneof Prof. A,
Melville Bell’s ' Visii le Speech,” though the details and
the characters themselves are guite ditlerent.  Only six
different symbols are employed  in this new system, and
these of the simplest 'orm i—a single dut, twu horizontal
dots, a curve convex downwards, a straight line sloping
from left to right, a curve convex upwards, and an in-
verted I, Lhese symhals cotrespond respectively to the
nuinbers 1, 2, 3, 6, 0, 18; and numbers other than these
are expressed by combinations | thus, 4=v3+1:24=18+6.
‘Ten vowe! and z4 consonant scunds are 1ecognized  but
in these consonant or “*accompanying " sounds are some-
times included ¢ and w. The Abbe V tall assures us
from personal observation that the machine attains the
wonderful speed of 175 to 180 words a minute, and that
this speed can be maintained ; also, that the manuscript
can be read with the same speed that it is writ en. Now,
the very hest of our verbatim reporters cannot fong wmain-
taiu thix speed, and their manuscript, from its personal
peculiarities, is rarely intelligible toany but the steno-
gra her himseif. A blind operator cab use Michela’s in-
strument as rapidly as if he were sighted ; and, usually
having a cultivated ear, he would rather have the advan-
tage iuthis phonetic work, The relief in which the char-
actersare printed is almost toolowto be legible to thetouch,
but this could be overcome, asd at the worst the manu-
script could be copied at length, vr_given directly toa
compositor trained 1n the system. For a kuowledge of
the conventional signs sufficient to write words, 20 days
suffice ; but for stenographers’ use six months would be
requisite. The price at which the instrument now sells
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is rather high—3$85: but with an increased demand a
large reduction could be made, for the estimated cast of
constiuction 15 vnly $30.  Judging fram the Abhe Vitali's
experiments, a blind reporter, provided with the mechan-
ical stenograph, should be able to vepresent phonetivaliy
any language, if distinctly enunciated, whether it were
intelligible to him or not.” This facility would be useful
| for the expression of quotations from foreign languages.”

SAD SUICIDE OF A PHONOGRAPHER.

I are called upon to record a sorrowful
: Rk event,—the suicide of a promising
Vv 4 young Ameriean phonographer, Mr.

AN=4"  Harry 1% Comegys, who had been
employed in the office of the Atchisim, Topeka,
¥ and Santa Fe Railway, in Topeka, Kansas. For
: some duys before his death, on the 24th of July, he
had been quite despondent, though the cause of his
depression could not beascertained. On Friday he
consulted a local phvsicianasto the influence of
chloroforn, asking how much was necessary to
produce sleep or death. He was ailing that day,
but on Saturday morning was somewhat better.
At noon he returned from his office to his lodg-
ings and wrote this note:—

You will find money and other things in my trunk.

THE CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED SHORTHAND WRITER.

Telegraph, and ship my body to J. M. Comegys, St
Albans, Yermont. H. P. ComeGys.
At half-past four the body was found cold in
v death, lying on the bed, the face of the unfor-
.- tunate young man being buried in a pillow satu-
o rated with chloroform, and a balf-emptied
bottle of the drug lying near. The dying re-
quest of the deceased was mournfully complied
with. After brief funeral services at the house,
he remains were borne to the railway depot—
the following stenographers of the city acting
ts pall-bearers: Messrs T. J. Tilley, W. A.
Smith, R. A. Henderson, 8. ). Gardener,
Harry Reighart and E. T. Hall.

Mr. Comegys was 23 vears of age. an only
son, and well connected. He was a genial
|friend and o generl faverite in society, and he
| had no enemies. He helt a good position, and

expected to leave the follewing week for Denver,
Colorado. He was one of the most promising i
members of the phonographic fraternity. It is H
| difficult to understand how the young man ‘I
i should lose hope when every circums:ance ap-
¢ peared encouraging. But each heart knows its

{own hitterpess, and no doubt there were ele-

Our Shorthand Employment Bureau is now |
thoroughly organized. Quranticipations in re- #
gard to the usefulness of this Burean have been |
veritied thus far. even beyond our anticipations, |
A few days after the Auvgust number of the!
Wrirer was issued we received several appli-|
cations. The suceess of the Bureau will depend ;
chiefly upon the character and ability of those
for whom we seek to secure positions. As we

! had just before his death been promoted, and ;

Our Warrsar Draxses,
e

ments of sorrow in the young man's life of
which the world was kept in ignorance. We
extend to all the friends, and the fraternity in
‘Topeka, heartfelt sympathy in the sad bereave-
ment,

At a mecting of the stenographic fraternity
held in the oftice of Mr. J. F. Goddard, G.F.A,,
A, T.& 8. F. R. R., July 26th, the following
preamble and resolutions were unanimously
adopted :

WitkreAs, Man has his appointed time in life tolabor ;
in youth, the springtime of life, to prepare himself for the
great tattle of his future ; in mannood, to discharge the
various duties devolving upen him honorably and well ;
and finally, to prepare himself for the call of our Heavenly
Father: and .

Wiergas, It is with feelinas of profound regret that
we are called upon o record the untimely death of one of
our craft just entering vpon the active labors of manhood,
surounded by a large circle of warm, sympathising
friends, and

WaerRas, We had in our brief acquaintance with our
heloved companion, Harry P. Comegys, learned to appre-
ciate his true worth and many estimabje qualities, know-
ing the great sacrifices and the unwearied labor and zeal
necessary to success in his profession in which he bid fair
to occupy a prominent part, and

Wusrkeas, He was held in high esteem by all who
koew him, but esteemed the most by those who knew him
hest, and will be sadly missed by his many friends and
fellow craftsmen wherever known; and it being the desire of
the Stenographic Fraternity to give expression to its sor-
row at this sudden loss, be it

Resolved, That in the death of our companion, the
fraternity has lost a true and worthy member, one whom
it was always a pleasure to meet in the social circle, or n
the stenographic field ; society a most estimable young
man, and his many friends a most affectionate, social and
generous companion,

Resolfred, "Uhat it is with oppressed and broken spirits
that we here express our sorrow and grief at this sudden
loss of cur companion so early in life, thus depriving the
Stc;nographic Fraternity of one of its most promising
highes.

Resoloed, That while we mourn his loss, it is neverthe-
less a sad consolation to know that he has only preceded
us by a few years in joimng that innumerable host which
has gone on before, to commence the great journey upon
the eternal track of time,

Kesowed, Vhat we tendes to the bereaved family and
other :elatives of our deceased companion our kindest
symypathies in this, their hour of affliction, and may He
who holds the destiny of us all in the hollow of His hand,
¢ive to them that consalation which we cannot.

Resalzed, That the President and Secretary furnish a
copy of these proceedings to his family, and also 1o
Browne's Phaonographic Monthly, New York City, the
Canaplay [LLUSTR ATED SHorTHAND WiiTER, Voronto,
Canada, and the daily papers of this city, for'publication.

T. J. TILLEY,

E. I HALL,, Com.

HARRY REIGHART, ;
R. A. Hevberson, President,

W, S. Jorpax, Sec'y of meeting.

stated in the announcement of the Bureau, the
field for Phonographers is unlimited. There is
hardly a single legal firm in this city whose
business is not sufticiently varied and extensive
to justify the employment of a Shorthand Clerk.

‘When it is remembered that there are 150 of

guch firms in Toronto, and that three years
ago there were only one-third of that number,
it will be readily seen that in this depariment
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:}OP", caleulating future increase at the same \1 of intoxicating liquors to be extremely small;

o 0, there is opportunity for a large proportion } but we call to mind the case of an expert writer,

Bui tehpl‘esent students who are ready for work, | who. although enjoying the confidence of Judges
ach ¢ legal fraternity is simply one of many. | and the members of the Bar, and possessing the

b of the numerous wholesale houses, count- | prospeet of a suecessful career both socially and
P (mguses and insurance companies requires | ﬁq:zl]cially. has been reduced to intercourse
OWEVEI‘aphm help. Tt must be rememberefl, i wx'th pettlfoger’s, beL.-un'se he gave way to his in-
an er, that the advantages of shorthand, in ; clination to inebriation. The advocates of
nognc,f these gstablishments. are as yet un- ‘ tlpplu'\g may argue as they please in regs.r@ to
o ‘d and an important part of our duty will | the stnnn!ano_n which comes from imbibation,
e a.' vocate the claims of stenographers in ; but we beg mildly to suggest that we are not at
S€ Various departments. | all desirous of risking our reputation in connec-
NE of i ieati .. | tion with this Bureau by placinyg in responsible
wa the earliest applications for a position | ™ . * Y placing pons
whs made by a young man in New York City ‘ positions shorthand men who are at all inclined
9, though able to write one hundied words ! to love of liquor. One case of failure in this
“letg‘;mute’ modestly suggests that he could not " direction would bring discredit upon the whole
“ cﬂnnol:s a shorthand reporter, because he | craft. .
Positio take down verbatim.’ He desires a '@  Maxy letters have already found their way to
and a;ll; on some paper as a longhand reporter, | the Burean. One ofour correspondents says:—
such gy usa whether we contemplate providing ; In your advertisement you talk of ‘“‘a nominal

sta tions. 1In reply to this we desire to | commission on the annual salary.”” Does that
tate that our N !

ing.

signeq. i Bureau, though mainly so de- | keep on forever? Do you find situations in the
. %y 18 not exclusively intended for shorthand | U. 8. as well as in * those few acres of snow ' ?
jnumff and we anticipate applications for i‘ To which wereply : (1) The nomingl commigsion
imply 18]:10 help, which need not necessarily | (tive per cent.}on theannualsalary istobe paid on
may} tah nOWledge'of shorthand. We may re- | receipt of the first month’ssalary. No further pay-
e hay at we conglder the young man to whom | ment will be demanded. (2). We exlpect to

o ae alluded is rather too modest for one | place a geodly number of stenographers in lucra-

and Wh?) had experience in reporting as he hg,s, ive positions on the other side of the lines.
ute. He (i::,l ‘li'«('lrlte one hundred words per min- i  Tug employers of Shorthand Clerks who have
Paper, ang hl;]], :ﬁon work up speed on a news- | had no experience with that kind of help, are
& Drinter, Ei- e peculiar advantage of being | jmpatient of any seeming delay or lack of
shorthang ery printer should understand | energy or capacity on the part of the eclerk to
1N & leng L catch the meaning of sentences dictated. We
Bh°1'than dgthgned and varied intercourse with | mention this now, so that phonographers who
e nump, writers of all grades, we have found | have such positions In view may sharpen their
er of those who are addicted to the use | wits as well as their pencil points,

Exitorial Notes.
i
W
OuEr trl::kz pleasure this_month in presenting Tur Printer's Miscellany hasa conandrum :—
OWa_?: ers the portrait of Mr. E. L. Knapp, [ © What is the difference be ween shorthand notes
thig genﬁmc’ l\r‘llch. We gave n specimen of | and bank notes?-—The formerare usually taken
Aumbey eman’s reporting notes in our June | with a pencil, while the latter are always taken
Ovgr S.u Iv . with thanks,” If it were not that the number
mpletelpp y of Wrrrers for May and June is | of the Miscellany containing this conundrum is
Upply ne)\, e"haUSi_;ed, and we cannot, therefore, | dated July, we should have concluded that tl"le
"dging bv t“};lbsel‘lbers with the back copies. idea was & plagiarism of one of the cartoons 1n
We mpy y g’ * “ﬂmber' of applications for them the last number of the \VRITEB_. .
Rmvm,me day require to publish a reprint. Two correspondents who ynbe_(iraham‘s BY8-
is one c_—a-mther * Cosmopolitan’’ poem. tem think the specimen given in the Aagust
lady, 7, omes from Tilinois, and the writeris & Wrirer under the heading * The Various
be | Y ids fair to win the prize. We shall | Systems  has not the slighest resemblance
assump}){l’]v"he“ & few more are received, to | 10 Standard Phonography. The point is well
neritg u.ng task of deciding on their respective taken, for the specimen was marked “Graham
WiLL oy Efwya.rdmg the promised prize. through a misconception. Mr. Gurnett 1s 1n
Pondenee f riends who have business corres- | N0 way responsible for the sho;lhanq, though
Commypj, or the Warrer please send their his name appears to it, - he having written only
diffioy)g t&tmns in longhand? We find it the origina! manuscript from which it was
quﬂliﬁcatig secure in one individual all the | transeribed, o .
Variong DS necessary for deciphering the Fox rich, varied, valuable, vivacious, veracious
Bligrg, ha“d peculiar styles of Phonographic reading, such as every voracious shorthand
Phy. writer is ready to digest, we Know of hardly

to

Cor
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anything sorare and racy as the papersreadat the
mecting of the New York State Stenographers
Association last jear, with the discussions
therenpon. The book consists of 130 pages,
and if it contained nothing bat Mr. 5. C.
Rodygers” paper entitled, ** The Stenographic
Laws and Reporters of the United States and
Territories,”” it would be worth three times the
price at which we sell the volume—350 cents.
Wr have recently received from Fngland two
-pholographs of post cards containing respective-
ely 14,250 and 11,650 words, in short-hand.
They are real curlosities. The former took the
first prizein the recent prize competition for
miniature writing, offered through the medium
of the Phonograph, and the other is written by
the prize-winner. The former contains 103
columns of 1the London ¥imes leader type, in

fact 84 leading articles from that journal, The
price is 25e. each, or the pair for 45¢. We shall i
be in receipt of a stock in about a month, and |
sball be happy to receive orders for the same. |

Wirs a view of establishing harmony between |
the FPhonographic editor of the Printer's’
Misceilany, and those individnals who are con-
tinually finding fault with the tone of his pro- '
ductions, he is considering the advisability of .
supplying with each number of the magazine a |
blank page, so that subseribers who hold opin-

TiE CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED SHORTHAND WRITER.

ions on shorthand matters thal do not exactly
coincide with those set forth by the editor, may
fill them ap with Carter's Blue Black, to suit
their own peeuliur ideas. We can give brother
Bell a suggestion for which we are not quite
sure that he will thank us, but which would
effectually remedy the diffenlty. It is this:
that the Printer’s Miscellany should not so warm-
ly esponse the cause of Graham, to the utter
exclusion of all other systerus.  We have no
suei ditficulty, as he, because the WRITER is
“truly cosmopolitan.”

Wz subjoin the transeript Mr. Odlin sends
with his page of notes, remarking that in the
second question the word “ men " does not ap-
pear in the original, and consequently in the
Jae-simile notes.

Q. How many men wore the hall and chain? A —I
don’t know,

., How many men did you ever see wearingit? A.—
I don't think I saw more than three or four.
Who were they? A.—Well, John Brown was one.

Q. Give us another.  A.—~1 den'' remember their
names.

Q. Can’t you remember a single one? A.— No, sir.
\'Q. . 1s anything the matter with your memory? A.—
No, sir,

Q. Who asked you to testify in this case? A, —No
ane.

Q. Haven't you taliked with anybody about it? A.——

2

0, siT.
Q. Notasingle individual? A.—No, sir.

CANADA.

Mr. T. W. Giesox has been appointed pri-.
vate secretary to Hon. T. B. Pardee, Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands.

TuE last of the English pages of the flansard
have been printed. The French pages, with
the exception of the index, have also left the
printer’s hands. .

Tug Secretary of the Barrie Mechanies' In-
gtitute writes us to the effeet thal shorthand
classes are to be formed under the auspices of
the Institute during the approaching winter,

Mg, Tros. Beseoven, Official Reporter to the
York County Courts, and conductor of the
WriTer, was made an Honorary member of the
New York Stenographers’ Association at their
meeting last month. He took pleasure in ac-
knowledging the honordone to Lim, and through
him, to the Canadian fraternity.

Mg. F. W. WobgernL has been * kidnapped’
from us by Mr. John Cameron, of the London
Aduvertiser, who has been on the look-out for a
phonographer possessing the necessury qualiti-
cations for general reporting on a daily news-
paper. He is happy in his choice, and is
confident that our late assistant will be n
valuable acquisition to the Advertiser staff.
Notwithstanding that this change will compli-
cate our machinery for a time, we are pleased
at it, as we rejoice in the progress of all phono-

Puonagraphic Gassig.
PR

graphers, especially those whom we have the
honor of bringing out from comparative
obscurity and placing in positions of pro:
minence.

THE editor of the Canadian Spectator thinks
the manner in which examinations are carried
on in the Monireal Courts now is a machine
admirably adapred for wasting time and puz-
zling a witness. The words are taken down in
long and slow hand, during the writing of
which the examining lawyer has a chance to
induce the witness to alter them occasionally.
Then comes a long pause, and then the sentence .
is read over by the writer of the long aud slow |
hand in a very pronounced French accent, |
which often puzz'les witnesses and eriminals |
not accustomed to the bewildering beauties of |
English prose set to French music. It is this |
inevitable slowness that induces the lack of de-
corum in the court, If the subordinates had :

work to do, or could watch work being done, |
so as to be interested, it would mend their man- !
ners. ;
THE legal fraternity in St. John, New Bruns- !
wick, are moving in the direction of a system
of shorthand reporting in the Courts of that
Province. A committee of legal gentlemen
has been appointed, of whomn Geo. G. Gilbert,
Esq., is the moving spirit. The conductor of |
the Writer had the pleasure of an interview l
with this gentleman a few days ago, and
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f%l;'?;:h"“:d such 1'1}for:1mti()n in reference to the | Stenographers, and varioug r{!e}hods were
ted tg r‘ilc;()}'tlrlg in this 1’1'0}'1'.100 as is ca'cula- | suggested for overcoming the difficulty. Mr. |
the 41d in the inanguration of _the systemr 1i Hnrtnnl WHS Very fnvm‘:lbl): impressed with the
iivaﬂcesnmne Provinces. Mr. Gilbert has ad- | regularity of procedure in Buffalo and the
i Jphmm'“e“'% on thf_} Eubjcct.. being h}umelf a | deference paid the St(—;mngra[}her; but, Buffalo
1 is vi Srapher; and if the Legislature will adopt | lawyers have been trainel to good cqnduet, and,
} “&rtede“"ﬂ the Province by the sea will be con- | \\'_hgre the system of law-reporting is new, the
: Mmad“';to & paradise for phonographers. | dittiew!ties referred to are invarinbly encountered.
! posit; ¥ there are several aspirants for the \

: 100 of law reporter. It is probable that |

S ——

UNITED STATES.

| ul o .
fonp oe Wil be appointed at the start, though )
Lo Or five will eventually be required. Mr. H. A. Laxcronn, lately of Chicago, has
| HE latest jonrnalisti mrise in this city | tAken the position of Stenographer to the
l‘“lhe " er ]- tnalistic emm-p“b?. m tv 1_5 ilv-“\, i Assistant General Ireight Agent of the Michi-
owyy ezy, brief and bright” World—is | o ey Detini
I, hang + Controlle ] and eonducted by two short- yan Uentral Railway, at Detroit.

N TN N inle - g ”
Many ers. Me-srs, Albert Horton and Wi, | A commsroxpexr thiuks the word *Scugog ©
of th Ciean. We have already given o biography | 28 easy to write compared with these names o

I e former, i connection with the oflicial | Statiens on the Michigan Central Railway:—

! ‘I“hmrd staff, of which he is n mmember, Mr, | Littabawasee, Zilwaukee, Kalamazoo, Ypslanti,
4 ﬂﬁleal:l has been for many vears engaged in Dowagiac, Pokagora, Wasepi, Tekonsha, Owosso.
Iournalistic work first on the Hamilton 7imes Messus, Loomts & AUMENT, proprietors of
?fedhsubsequently' on the Liberal and Globe | the Sterling Business and Phonographic Col-

‘.litEm{;:, had experience in every department of lege, Steriing, Ill., are western agents for this

work ¢ iy . . Magazine. They have issued a pamphlet
{ Tecently actingzsamllll:ﬂ‘z]e::i: s;ga\[}crr, JM(I;]OY:{:,? circular in relerence to their College, and state
H the Globe's Managing E ditor. Messrs. | this fact, quoting several paragraphs from the
i v_ol‘ton and Maclean are young men possessing Werrer, Mr. H. A, Aument has charge of the
,;5‘31‘. Versability, and énthu:iusm and the | Phonographic Departinent of the College.
. Orld will, we have no doubt, find a place Ix the paragraph referring to Mr. James E.
Mong the established institutions. The early | Munson in last month's issue a very elegant
“epalf;-rance of the World contributed to the | sentence was spoiled by the intellige}z]n; (i';)mi
of th e Newn ; . .o | positor, What we wrote was: ‘* On behalf o
been e Evening News, which was to have %1is Canadian disciples and many friends we
- A. Stus, who was installed as short- | extend to Mr. Munson,” and so on. The
ter to the Manager of the British | Printer, no doubt, locked upon the first four

TOWwp,

e _e::

Mr, Wy
ang wri

| Amerjeq, Assurance O words as superfiuous, and neatly chopped them
: A8 e Col ny through the pe i \ pped
“(:iilum of the ennductor"(l)‘fmth)e “"RITEgil some | off.  That is onekind of * be-half off,” sure
until'y}?:rs ago, has been promoted, step by step, | €nOUSH.

now holds the oftice of Chief Clerk, Tur July and August numbers of Mr. D.‘L.
‘t";‘d‘ depuhy-]\lanagen His dutj;s are very impor. | Seott Browne's Plonographic Monthly are going
: innl:’ 83 he must examine all risks assamed hoth | through the press at the same time. This fact
1 Canadn ang the United Stutes. Ina recent | Derhaps will explain the reason of Mr. B’s. non-

USines . e ey
D ess tonr 10 Atlanta. Georsia, he conversed | Appearance at the meeting of his State Associ
! ::t(h Capt. Harry Jnckson. wh;o is lezal Report- | ation at Syracuse, He writes that he has been
! tha: ot Stenographic) for the State.  He reports overworked for ch¢3 past six years. No one will
' eoom: —Borthand reporting is not exactly re- wonder at this who knows the hard fight he has
| gponized by the State, hut they alwavs have a | ad; but while we sympathize with Mr. B. in
L elnographer to tuke reports of cases; and the | Dis personal afilictions we cannot but remark
: H;Dﬁflln saidhe would as soon think (‘xf getting that he has gone through ‘much unpleasantness
| duct 18 ease withont reading his brief, as to con- ‘ that might have been avoided by a more frater-

% withouy, 5 stenographer to take the evi- nal attitude towards those with whom he should
ti?;lce. He added that it was only a matter of | D¢ & co-worker in the advancement of the art.
Sta:etg ¢ t‘}’;"eghe system introduced into every Mr. Charles Grimes received $8.50 for report-

¢ Union, ing the testimony at a trial in Sterling, Ill.  He

!l in u‘: E Hortox recently spent a half-day | had studied phonography but five months, and
i ohjeetourt room in the city of Buffalo, with the | this was his first job. The Gagzette says it gave
adﬂptedM learning the mode of questioning excellent satisfaction. We do mot desire to
e I, by counsel, Mr. Horton is writing to doubt this statement, but would rise to remark

ar m“w Journal urging upon members of the | that it would not be sale for students generally

Bmin; O%¢ careful attention to the matter of ex- | to take this as an ordinary case. If we knew
stene N8 witnesses, with a view to. relieving the | Master Charley personally we might speak wore
he iggm‘l’ er of the puzzling position in which | positively, but we feel safe in hazarding the
isheq Tequently placed by careless and unfin- | assertion that he spent his study hours in un-
the o questioning on the part of counsel, and | usually hard study, and not—as i8 the ease
; aug"“qsnon created by witness and lawyers, with the average collegian——in  ringing the
tug Peaking at once, This whole matter was dis- | ¢hanges on “Old Grimes,” to whom, we pre-
sed gt {he Convention of the N. Y, State | sume, he claims no relationship.

——— '

—— 3

—

g e SR AW A=




72 THE CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED SHORTHAND WRITER.

FOREIGN.

GARELSBERGER'S system is principally used in
Germany.

SHORTHAND i3 extensively studied at the Cape
of Good Hope.

EarL Beavcuawe wanted to have the report-
ers’ gallery in the Upper House removed, so that
the members and speakers would face the press-
maen, but the proposition was rejected. So it is
true that some people are afraid to face re-
porters !

A pHONOGRAPHER has been employed to report
the evidence given at the Court Martial now be-
ing held in England in the mait:r of the alleged
bribery of the marker at Wimbledon. This is
a noteworthy step in advance, for shorthand
writers have not been employed in Court Mar-
tials in Lngland until now.

We have received from Mr, M. Hurst, 23 ;

Church Street, Sheffield, England, two curious
photographs. They represent the contractility of
phonographie forms---being fac-similes of postal
cards, one of them containing 11,650 words, and
the other 14,250 words. They were both writ-
ten by Mr. G. H. Davidson, of London. With
the aid of a magnifier they would be quite leg-
ible, but as we look at them with naked eye we
are constrained to exclaim, as the frogs did to
the naughty boysin the fable. “It may befunto
you, Mr. Davidson, but it’s death to our poor
eyes.”

)MB. J.H. Avess, of the Telegraph Depart-
ment of the Ipswich Post Office, has completed
a task which testifies to uncommon practice
and perseverance. He has carefuily written out
a complete copy of the Church Servicein phono-
graphy. Iiis comprised within the compass of
a volume similar in size to the ordinary printed
Church SBervice, and is yet zo legible as to be
read by a phonographer with almost, if not
quite, as much fluency as print. Some idea of
the amount of labor involved may be gathered
from the fact that the book contains 563 pages,
and, on a fair average, each page ineludes 450
separate characters, representing a still larger
number of words. The Suffolk, Eng., Chronicie
thinks Mr. Ayers must possess not only pa-
tience and carcfulness, but an enthusiasm for
phonography to which the editor lay= no clajm.

In Westminster Abbey will be found the fol-
lowing inserip ion to the memory of Wiliiam
Lawrence, a writer of shorthand, who died 250
years ago. William Lawrence was probably
clerk to the prebendary who indited the inserip-
tion in grateful rememurance of the services of
this nseful shorthand writer of the olden time :—

With diligence and trust most exemplary,

Did William Lawrence serve a prebendary ;

And for his pains now past befure, not lost,

Gained this remembrance at his master's cost.

(), read these lines again ! You'll seldom find

A servant futhful and a master kind.

Shorthand e wrote, in prime his flower did fade ;
And hasty death short hand of him hath made.

Well couth (knew) he numbess; and well measured

and,
‘Thus doth he now the ground whereon you stand,
Wherein he lies. So geometrical
Art maketh some, but thus will nature all,

! ENCOURAGING WORDS TO LEARNERS.

Ax old'phonographer sends us the Iollowing,
which we gladly insert :—

Will you kindiy give me space in your valued
journal to say a word of encouragement to be-
ginners in the art of phonography.

When phonography was young it seems to
e there was much more enthusiasm amongst
learners than we see¢ now-a-days. Isaac Pit-
man was our Ldolized chief, and no eclaimant
had as yet arisen to distract our attention,
Out doors or in, phonographic characters were
everywhere present. Roofs and spires and trees
and fences bristled with sugges:ive dots and
strokes and curves and angles. Hundieds of
young people, having once got an inking of
phonography, followed it up for the pure love
of the thing and without any thought of becom-
ing reporters. There should be more of this
spirit now. It is not desirable that all should
seek to be reporters ; it is desirable that hun-
dreds of thousands should learn to practice
this extremely useful art. The dread * report-
ing machine ”” may one day cause reporters to
quake in their shoes,—it cannot touch the use-
fulness of phonography in private life. Four
of my family are now thorough phonographers,
but I should regret to see any one of them try
to make a living by if unless they gave promise
of & special aptitude for the business. Yet I
doubt not it will be to them, asit has been to me,
the most valuable secular study of my life.

Algebra, geometry and some other pet hobbies
have never, in my calling, been of the slight-
est use to me; but tell me, if you please, in
what occupation & knowledge of shorthand may
not be made serviceable? It is a great help in
composition.  Of this particular feature a
striking instance occurred in my own exper-
ience, We had had a *grand occasion,” and
nothing short of & two column report would
have pleased the Boss. Several smart men, in-
cluding a clergyman, laid their heads together
to get out the ** copy.” I was merely a clod-hop-
per, but had taken notes, and I, too, was busy
inditing, each party unknown to the other.
The thing leaked out, however, and T was sent
for, rcports were compared, and mine was
adopted. Sermonizing was too siow and heavy. |
Phonography had given me a facility in com- |
position that ** astonished their weak minds"—
as the saying goes.

Phonography is of great serviee in learning a
foreign tongue; but my remarks on this head
must be deferred.

Phonography is « life-lony amusement. An
intellectual hobby of this sort will help to keep
you clear of smoking, drinking and other abom-
mations.  Begin the study and practice at
once. In a cosmopolitan magazine like the
WRITER, comparisons are odious, but there can
be no harm in saying that while all have merit
you are safe with Benn Pitman and perfectly
safe with Isanc. Glide over the corresponding
style and make permanent use of the reporting
style. Remember further that phonography is
no manner of use unless thoroughly mastered,




FXPLANATION.
* When a man sits down to write a history, although it be but the history of Jack Hickathrift or Tom Thumb, he
krows no more than his heels what Jets and confounded hindrance he is to meet with in his way.” —STERNE.

To Ovr Reapers.—The September number of the Wrrrkr has been delayed beyond the first
of the month, owing to the following causes :—(1} the absence of the Conduetor during the latter
]_ls,lf of the month of Angust, and the sudden withdrawal of his assistant; (2) the rush of work
in the printing and lithographing departments for the first two weeks in September, owing to the
holding of the Industrial Exhibition in Toronto—all the printing oflice<in the city being erowded
t0 their utmost capacity ; and (3) an error ou the part of the lithographer in numbering the
shorthaud pages, caused the forms to be held open with the intention of inserting a ~upplement
to make the paging regular, but which it was afterwards found would deluy th: magazine ton
Breatly,

We bespeak the kindly consideration of subseribers in this matter, and sincerely hope that
such a delay will not again occur.

Fraternally,
BexgoveH Bros,
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l
i OUR BUREAU DRAWER.

© Written in Graham's Stancard Phonography, by T. Pink-
ney, Toronto.
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CRITICISMS ON A « STANDARD 7 SPECIMEN. !
Letter from Rev. Wr, I3 B, idge, of Fast Pepperell, Mass., criticising Mr. 1. Pinkney's Specimen i
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Writien in Munson’s Phonography, by John Bruce. o
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STENOGRAPHERS IN COUNCIL.

w"“tn in Munson's Phonography, by W. Taylor, To-
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As defined by the Inventor of Phonography.
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