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Editorial Paragraphs, o

During the past year one new Auxiliary, ** Kincardine,” was
Eadded to the * Listowel Branch,” and we begin the new year
&ﬁith z;‘nother, “ Kingston Bethel Church ™ Auxiliary, Ottawa _
j Branch, - ST . T
1 The name of the Circulating Library has been changed to

fi° The Minnehaha,” in_memory of Miss Clarke, and the terms
#' one cent a day after the first week and return postage.” Book
Enost throughout the Dominiun is vne cent per fuur ounces. We .
fhope our readers will avail themselves of this uppurtunity and
privilege of reading the thrilling stories of the Missivn Fields,

inany told by famous missionaries themselves ! - S
B Wo are glad 6 be able to report to the ** Women's Missionary

§ Society of N.S. and N.B.” that Mrs. {Rev.) W. H, Watson, an

&old friend_and worker, will (D.V } be in Sheffivld on the 14th of o
¥ August, Keswick Ridge the 17th, St. Johns the 19th, Economy .
Bthe 21st; but the different sucieties will hear direct from Mrs.. , .

\
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Watson. We want by this visit tu be drawn nearer together.

We long to know more of the gaud wurk yuu have been doiugl

lopg before we in the West were banded together. Mrs. Watsoy
wil% tell you of cur work, and we pray that the visit will be d
mutual benefit. .

From Mprs. Moodie, 185 Mance Street,
- Montreal, Que.

Mrs, Moodie, Literature Superintendent, would like to cal]
attention to the leaflet ** What you owe and how to pay it;
50c per hundred. If well circulated it cannot fail of doing gond
‘A few years ago it was distributed in one church with the resul§
of a Jarge incrense in the offerings to the Lord and a light-hearte
treasurer. Try it, friends.

From Miss Helen J. Melville.
- Cisampa, W.C. Africa, April Ist; 1896:

* Mt DrarR Loven ONEs,—You say that you get our letter
about the 23rd of the month—that is the day we so often gd
yours. Ts it not nice to think that we are getting news of ead
other at the same time, even if that news is over two month
-0ld. You speak of the things I sent. The baskets made of gra
are used for various things. Those I sent are small ; they hang
larger oneg that will hold half-a-bushel, which are used for.carr§
ing corn, field praduce and firewood ; the small ones are used fo
conked food and for drinking, but never for carrying water g
for hats as you suppnsed. The pots are small, but the native§
have them large enough to hold three or more gallons. They =
‘made of clay, which they get at our brook, moulded by han
and dried in the sun, snmelimes baked ; they are very easiff
broken The grass cloth is made in the interior—they do m
-akeit here. It will not wash, -
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- Qur hiearts are very sore as we write, for vur Father has seeldtr
it to call away one who was very dear to us all. Citende wil§ 1f
-about ten years old, has been here since he was a very little bojl ¥
50 (énick and bright—our most promising boy. He was the sof <t
of Sanambale, a chief of a village near, and brother of Lumbfg e
and Kumba, both earnest Christian lads. The little felloyw wall th

“working in the house, which work he enjnyed very mach., H§
took fever, and afterwards prenmonia. Everything was dou of
that eould be  His mother and Kumba were with hun all_tig V'
time, until Kumba tnok sick, when Salusuva his cousin, toag 1‘1‘
Ve

his place. Mrs. Currie was with him a great deal. Mr. Cursjg

>
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just hung over the little fellow, he thought so much of him. He
died Monday, March 30th, and we buried him yesterday, We
did not know if we would be able tu give him a CY}mstian burial,
Mr. Currie_sent & message to the father, whu came over in the
morning, Mr. Currie reminded him bhat Citende had been at
the station ever since he was a very little boy, that he had grown
up with us and loved * the words " that we had taught him, and
he (Mr; C.) thought that he should have a Christian burial.
The father was willing, and said that he might be buried here,
Tater, the mother came and wanted to have the body taken to
the village, so that they might enquire of the spirits the cause of
his deatb.  Mr. ‘Currie reasoned with her ; he knew the reason.
of Citende’s death—the Lord loved him and had called him to
be with Himself—so she went away feeling more contented, and
did not again raise a doubt, She has since thanked Mr, C. for
his kindness and the care of her chiid, and for the funeral.
When the fatherwént back to the village he met opposition from
the other chiefs and elders. They said, “ It is because you went
alone ; if we had all gone he would have given us the body.”
So over they came, about twenty of them. Mrv. C. went aver
much the same ground. They raised some objections, but he
answered them, and they cuncluded to have the burial frum here.
They sent messengers to call their friends, and appointed one old
man to sfay and eﬁ)lain matters to those who came, so as to
have no trouble. . Currie and the boys made a coffin, and
lined it with cloth. Everything was done nicely. A largecrowd
collected, and the gervice was Leld in the school-house, very
simple, but impressive. So. we laid to rest one whom we had
hoped to be a preacher some day, who gave promise of being
ablé to do great things fur the Lord ; endowed with more than
ordinary gifts, and with brothers to lead him aright. But
perhaps he may do more by his death—it ma% be the means of
leading his father and mother into the truth, o pray for them. -
This 18 the first Christian burial we have had amongst the
natives, and we are so thankful that so far there has been ne-
irouble—Mzr. Currie has so much tact in managing the people, .
If he had said, ** You cannot have the bady, your ways are -
wrong,” etc, thore would likely have been trouble—perhaps .
shooting, and possibly an appeal to the fort, How these people
Ked )Lour prayers—especially this father, for he is just outside
the gate.

of the traders who was badly burnt with sulphuric acid. She -
was carrying it, and in some way the bottle was broken, and her
head, shoulders, arms and lejgls were burnt, The cloth she was -
wearing was burnt as if by fire. She suffered very.much, poor

" What a run of sick folk we have had ! 'We have a slave of oxie -
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ctea%ure. Waé hope soon to have a hospital, we_need ong
much,,

April 15th.—OQur hearts are full—we have again- been called

upon to part with another of our young people, indeed, one of

our famijly, Nakatembi, Ngulu's sister, & strong stout girl, about
geventeen years of age. She was a bright girl, and had been
with us about a year and seven months. Everyone loved her,
and we believe that she was a.Christian. She often led in
prayer, and her life indicated that she loved and trusted the

Lord Jesus. Salusuva, one of our deacons, was to marry her in

a short time, and he was busy getting everything in readiness,

She died of pneumonia, just as Citende did, and there are others

ill, too. Oh'! may the Lord spare them ! Those at home can

not understand what a death means to us, 1'his will be a trying

time for her intended ; his friends will find fault with him and
want to know if he enquired of the spirits the cause of her death,
etc. They say that the missiouaries just bury one like o pig, for
they do not enquire, etc. I pray that he may have strength
given to meet all opposition and come throygh this trial all the
stronger and better.  And our work—why do 1 say ** our work "]

Is it not the Father's work ?—and He knows best, and will not

let it suffer, but with vur short-sightedness we are apt to tremble

at times. What a comfort it is to know that our Father's ear is

always open to our call. Pray for the work and our youn
eopfe, that these trials may only lead them nearer to the Lor
esus, making them strong in Him.

From Miss Margnret Melviué.
{Extract from letter to Miss Miatt, Toronto.)

GisamBa, April 1, 1886,

You agked me about the clothing Many of the men have
vests and coats, and the boys have white cotiton coats. Most of;
the cloths used by us comg from England or the coast, That
used by the Portuguese is also imported. This is used to pay
them and for their clothes. The men and women wear the same
kind of cloth; the women usually prefer blue of some kind.
There has been a_very busy time with medicine, and if it
increases Mr. Currie will have to devote bis whole time to it.
First, two white Portuguese are here, one having his black woman
with iﬁm—she alsois sick. They, however, have several slaves to
work for them, but they leave to-day. The other man is oceu.
ying Mr. Currie’s study. Heis not able to rise at all, and as
Re has no servants with him it is hard on the house-boys. A
child came belonging to another Portuguese, and needed medi-
cine every hoyr, with other treatment intervening, so kept Mrs:
Currie or Helen running all the time. There is o man witn

#
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leprosy, some with cuts, and a woman very badly burnt with
sulphuric acid. It was very painful at first, but now is much -
better, She, however, has taﬁen fever, which is almost sure to
attack anyone who has been sick and is weakened. Then there
were several cases among the boys and girls as well as the every
day cases at the medicine house. = One of the boys, Citende, was
ailing for a few days, but Jast week it developed into pneumonia,
which proved to be very severe. He was lying on a couch in
the dining-room, where he could have constant watching, His
mother was with him all the'time but one could not trust her,
Once he cried out, and when Mr. Currie went to see, she was
trying to make him drink somathing out of a cup. Mur. Currie -
dsked what it was. She said, ‘It is all right, there is nothing .
init; I will drink it myself,” and to prove it she drank it down
snd handed him the cup. However, his brother Kumba and
his little wife were present alinost &li the time, and kept strict
‘@ watch. He grew worse, and on Monday morning passed away.
They took him to one of the houses. It was a solemn procession
at three o'clock in the morning, with the moon shining brightly,
to see the boys carefully carrying one whom everyone loved, who
& was the brightest boy in the school. We were thankful that we
B were able to have the funeral yesterday, and dear little Citende
was buried in our new grave-yard, west of the new school-house.
The school-house was filled with about five' hundred people, who
for the first time witness>? a Christian funeral of a native. . It
was_touching to see the bunch of flowers on top of the coffin,
placed there by the loving hands of the girls. We pray that this
taking away of one of the lambs of the flock may draw ms‘.nPr .
more into the fold ; that the example of the Christian burial will -
tend to make the village people lay less stress on the fetish wors
ship and more on the fact of an entrance into aunother life. Our
hearts are sad for the brother, Lumbo,who has been away for ten
days, who will return to find his little brother gone. We are
not sure, but we do not think the village women could cut off 4
piece of hair or nail in order to find the accused or one who
caused his death, unless it were accomplished in some unguarded
moment. The mother and other women slept here last night, as
it is their custom not to leave the village the day of the funeral.
April 20th. —I now have control of the senior schools. Boys’
school was small to-day, for a number are sick, and several more
are going to the coast to-morrow and have work to do. lu, -
Lumbo and Kanye have gone to Bailundu to tell Ngulu's friends *
the sad news of the death of Ngulu’s sister, so soon following
that of bright little Citende. How sad we all feel, but remem-
ber thet that they heard the Gospel and accepted its teaching as
far a3 cheir knowledge extended, s s
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Sujfering Womanhood in Armenia. -

““ The need for a reserve fund is appallingly urgent. No oqie
who has not actually been on the ground car realize the awful:
ness of the state of things, and no one who has not passed
through the expgrience can appreciate the utter impotency of
human tongue and pen to tell the story as it is. For multitudes
the end of April will bring no alleviation of their distress
There are thousands of widows and orphans thrown upon the
world with no bread winners. There are artisans without tuols|
farmers without seed or cattle, and people without houses]
What are they to do? The prospect is awful . . . . If w

. should reckon on giving one lira for each destitute person i
would require 100,000 liras, and one lira ($4.44) per soul is not an§-
extravagant estimate if people are to be at all adequately clothed
and fed. ‘It is not a district that has suffered and individual
in distress, but a kingdum desolated and a nation in danger of
perishing.” When I apened my first relief stations Armenia
wom2n came to me barefooted and stockingless through two fee!
of snow. I found a fur overcoat none too warm, yet they we
Srotecqu from the freezing cold by only thin_calico wrappel

0 o7 oYy~

o s

through the snow,’ said I. ¢ Let your daughter come for yo
next time.” °Old,’ she sobbed. ‘I am not so old I shall b
only nineteen years of age next month. And I have no longe)
any daughter. I am now alone in the world. Would to God
could die too. All my relatives have been killed. My sis
threw herself ir‘o the water to escape from the Xurds, and thy
soldiers tossed my baby girl into the air and let her fall upo
the points of their swords. It is better so, for I shall now hav
no daughter tc be abused when she ggows up. Do I look old
Have I no cause for looking 0ld? T have lived through a thou
pand years of agony.’ The poor women insisted on_crowdin
about me and kissing my hands in token of gratitude for th
relief. ‘It mnust have been mothers with little children of theil
own who gave you this money,’ one of them said. *Tell the!
that puor, childless Armenian widows will pray that their babi
may be spared tv grow up strong men and good, beautif
women, God in heaven! I shall never again feei the sof
clinging touch of a baby at my breast.” ‘Thou art not a mi
sionary, nor yet a priest?’ asked another. ‘No,’ I replied, ‘}i
am neither missiorary nor priest.’ ‘Then speak to me a tru
word, Isit true, «nis which I have heard, that all the womegeo
of your far-away countr- °re wise, and good, and beautiful, lik§ke
the wives and sisters of v..e missionaries here?’ °It is & trufM
word.’ “And are they all safe from the violence of soldiers, tagma

-
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gatherers and government officials?’ ‘Any soldier, tax-gatherer
Wor official would give his life to defend any woman from harm.’
M The woman looked at me fixedly for a moment. *Truly, she
said, ‘ thou hast the face and eyes of truth ; yet thy tongue utters
strange things Thou dust speak of paradise ; yet thou art but
amortal man’ She turned away, shaking her head slowly, as
Mthough struggling with a doubt.” :
{From story of an eye-witness, by William Howard, the only
man who penetrated into the interior of the devastated regions
Jof Armenia.)—T'he Daily Witness.

From Rev. F. W. McCallumn, Marash,
Turkey.

{Extracts from Home Letters.)

May 13th.—The Government is making an effort to get the
refu?ees to leave Zeitoon, but hitherto they have not met with
much success. The poor creatures are afraid to go. I struck
upon the plan of feeding them up well for a week or 80, and have
enticed most of them out of Zeitoon by establishing three exten-
sive soup depots vutside the town, and soup and other food is
given ouly to thuse who come out aund stay out, except, of course,
the sick who are unable to leave their beds, This bas had a very
appreciable influence on the epidemic, which may be regarded
now as a thing of the past. Things in general seem to be quiet-
ing down, and I am not without hope that English influerice may
prevail and a thorough reform be brought about.

June 3rd.— I am so0 sorry you are so troubled about us. Asa
gmatter of fact, our days pass away in comparative quiet. One
becomes accustomed even to horrible things. There is not a
very strong sense of security yet, but it is coming slowly. I
think things appear to be settling down on the whole, but we all
feel the truth of the Scripture that ** We do not know whata -
day may bring forth’ It has never had the effect of weakening
my faith jin God at all; I have felt sure all the time that in the
end righteousness will prevail, and that from all these troublea
lasting peace will ensue. As far as we can see, the prospect,
though brightening, is not very bright as yet ; but great changes
such as I hope are coming on are not produced except by great
upheavals. I have tried to keep you informed in genéral in
regard to the progress of our work, which now consists so largely
in relieving tge bodily wants of the poor stricken people We
are helping about 30,000 people now. The help we give, of -
course, is not large in any individual case, but it is enough to
keep them from starving. It also keeps them frows becoming
Moslems. There is no doubt that if this help had not come
many, many would have been forced to accept Islam. This is
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- one reason why the Turks are so opposed fo our relief work.
Now that the warm weather is here and the fruit season ha
commnenced, there is a little less bmer fur fuod and clothing,
but much aid is needed, especially by those whusa houses arg]
burnt down,

Treasurer's Acknowledgments - June 20tk t0 J ulJ ZOth, 1896

‘ToroNTo BRANCE, ——Toronto, Zion ¥.P.S.C.E., for the tumon
of “Shadrach Avedesian” in school at Yozgat, Turkey, $15;
Pine Grove, for Armenian sufferers, Marash, Turkey, $3-
Toronto, Northern, from Mzs. J. D. Nasmith, towards prmtmg
. annual reports, $4. .
LisTOWEL BRANCH. —ngham, for M.L., 30c.
ONTARIO (not connected with branohes) —Hrom Toronto,
Anonymous, for ¢ Witness Armenian Fund,” 810,
QuEskc PROVINCIAL BRANCH. —Sherbrooke Auxiliary, 38.
for M.L., 81 ; Montreal, Zion, M. L.,
’ Qumnxc (m:scellaneons) —Mrs. Benallack M.L., 10c; Morton,
. Phillips & Co., rebatement on bill, $2.50.
’I‘otal for Ontarm, $32.30; Quebec, $11.90. Grand total, 344 A
: (Mns.) FRANCES A. SANDERS, s
125 Maclkay street, Montreal, Que. Treasurer C.0,.W.B.M,
" March, April, May, June and July can stxll be supphed to nex
snbscnbers to the *“ Monthly Leaflet.” i
- BRANCH CONTRIBUTIONS TOTALS, .
. 1893-94, 1894-95. 18954)6
. ‘G‘ruelph.. seew we aieas. o o.T.. 820520 B103 70 8144 46
“LiStowel oo vuvers wons creseseans 70 00 4400 - 629
s London.......... veeseress wae 4687 31 80 3130
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* Toronto. .. ..

807 51 1138 7
Specla.l " Home. TForeign, Fees ate.
$4i15 52 §154 87 963129 $817°70
: ¢ . 33868 30908 63237, 88559
10th 4 ereea.s-  *783 47 300 92 59296 726 79
“*Not mcludmg 5121 92 special fur ¢ Monthly Leafiet,”
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