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s OST of the week in the Honse of
Commons has been spent on the Au-
‘tonomy Bill, in committee of the whole. It
is being clearly shown in the course of the
discussion over this important bill that
there are questionsmore important relating
to it than the much talked of school ques-
tion. A very interesting discassion took
place exemplifying this on Tuesday. Un-
«der the C. P. R. Act of 1881, confirming
the coutract of 1680, the station grounds,
sidings, rolling stock,lands, and other pro-
perty of the C. P. R. were declared to be
forever exempt from taxation, the land, at
-all events, for a period of twenty years from
the issue of the patent. This exemption
was made after the vote to the Northwest
Territories and to any new province after-
‘wards established.
A clahse-in the present Automomy Bill

10-enacts the exemption clause of the Aet
of 1581 and to this several members took
objectiun, Their argnment was that
whatever rights the C. P, R. had werd
created by the Act of 1881 and that ¢
was unnecessary as well as inexpedient to
confirm an exemption that was obnoxiody
to the people of the Northwe:t *Mr. Wals
ter Scott moved an amendment in the
forw of an addition to clause 23, declas
ing that the cause should not prefadice tHe
right of parliament, by expropriution &
otherwise, to obtain a relinquishment
the company’s rights nnder the contract
1880.

Mr. Haggart took the ground that p-il
lisment had no right to apply this exemp-
ilon to a new province. He held that
was outside the' power of parliament.
WilfridLautier poluted oat




802

colleague:, when in opposition in 1881 —pro-
tested against this clause but that Mr.
Haggart and his friends had forced it
through. 1t became law and they had to
recognize that fact. He suggested that
the best course to pursue would wbe for
the new provinces to pass an act texing
the railway and then the matter would
be settled by the courts, and they would
determine whether Mr. Haggart was right
or wrong in his view. There Swere good
lawyers who thought that he was wrong
and so there were two sides to the case.

Mr. Fitzpatrick, the Minister of Jus-
tice, declared that parliament would be
violating every canon of decency and of
good faith it an aitempt were now to be
made to impair a solemnZobligation.

While contending for the observance of
contracts Mr. R. L. Borden, the leader of
the opposition, | wished to distinguish be-
tween that and iegislative powers. The
province was bound to observe the con-
tract, and perhaps this clause was a notice
to them that it existed.

The discussion proved to be an interest-
ing and an important one. In the end Mr.
Scott's amendment was declared lost and
the clause adopted without an amendment.

There are a couple ot things about the
new House oi Commons which make it
awkward for Jdoorkeepers, policemen and
others. It is difficult to become acquaint-
ed with every one of the 214 membera,
and so it happened the other day that one
of the Dominion police™at the entrance to
the corridor atopped Dr. Walsh, the mem-
ber for Huntingdon and a messenger tried
to stop Mr. Crawford, the meinber- for
Portage la Prairie from going down s‘airs
to the dining ruom to procure his lunch.
It would bardly do to ask the members to
wear a badge, and so we suppose that on

the rave occasions when employees do not
recongize the members the latter takes it
good nacuredly though not exactly as a
compliment,

Some papers have discussed Jthe question
of pensions for retired public men 10 Ca-
nada. In this country the ‘majority of our
pablic men are poor , largely by reasen of
the devotion of their time to public af-
fairs. If they bad devoted the same time
and the same ability to the porenit of
wealth they would probably be well off.
While in office the ttate provides a salary
that gives the minister of the Crown suf-
ficient income to live on, but the question
arises, what is to become of him when he
is forced to retire from office? He is not
in a position to resume where he left off
perbaps ten, fifteen orjtwenty years before,
and he is equally unable to branch out in
any new originul fashion. To our mind it
would be aZmost appropriate and just pol-
icy for the country to say in such case, we
will set/apart out of the public funds a few
bundreds a year as an allowanee for the re-
tired;minister, and in compensation for
his public services. The principle has been
recognized in this country in the case of
Sir John Thompson who:s jwidow received
& vote cf $25,000 from Parliament. (n Eng-
land the law says that a minister of the
crown who has been in uffice for a period
of three years may upon retirement from
office upply for a pension. This is to guard
against the spectacle of a minister who
bas served the ciown and has served (he
peopie even for so short a period as three
years being compelledSto take up some ob-
scure employment.  An old public servant
either in a proviuce or in the Dominion
shonld not be allowed to retire withont a
pension based on the practice in “Ergland.




Mr. Winston Churchill, M. P.

ODAY, saysa contemporary writer,
Winston Churchill is the ceutre of the
British political arena. He is the most
conspicuons aud in wany respects the ab
lest of Pritish risivg statesmen. He bas
gone from the Unionist to 1he Liberal
benches in the House of Commons, and it
is safe to predict that in the wear fnture
he will be Liberal leader in the Hou-e
Speaking of his career, und particalarly
of his military adventures, Lord Duofferin
onca remurked, ‘‘Op every occasion he
has shown that chivalrous conrage whicn
becomes a high-minded gentleman, and
what is jost as important, that cupacity,
that skill and that resource that bear tes-
timeny to  his intellectnal ability."

Mr. Wington Churchill is audacity in
carnate. He does dare aud uever ceuses ro
dare. In this he is the true son of his
father  Both the Churchills entered Par-
liament at the same age.To be an M. P. at
twenty five and a prospective party leader
a thirty is a lot which has fallen to thew,
and to them only in our generstion,

Winston Churchill’s grandfather was the
seventh duke of Marlborough, 4t une time
lord lieutenant of Ireland in a Tory ad-
ministration. Tne preseat Chnrehill was
boru in 1874, -Edaeated at Eton and Cam-
bridge, Winston finished &t Samdburst,
with honors, in 1804 The next year he wus
appointed lientenant in the Fourth Hus-

sars. Sood, however, he obtained leave to
visit Caba, which was then in the throes
of her ten years war with Spain, fis fa-

ther had been correspondent for the Daily
Graphic in Sonth Africa; the con was spe
cial correspondent for the same journal in
Cuba. He saw service under Martinez

Cawpos, and was decorated for s’ brav-
ery. No soner had he renched home than
hie regiment was ordered to India. All
through the frontier was in Malakand he
fonght with the Thirty-first Punjab In-
fantry and wrote (or the Daily Telegraph.
For his valor he was again decorated.
Whea be returned to Londoa he immediat-
ely joined the force of (General Kitchener
for the re“onquest of Khartum, all the
time acting as correspondent for the Morn-
ing Post. His stay with Kitchener was
one of adventure, and he was in the march
from Atbara to Khartom, aud in the battle
of Omdarman, which he described as an
eye-witnes, In his book, ‘‘The River
War,"" be told the story of the conquest of
the Sudan, and in his despatches to the
Moruing Post he criticized the work of his
commander-in-chief so daringly and o
truly that his political reputation was
mwade He however, soon concladed that
he could be more usefal out of the ser-
vice,

It was not until the Boer war, however,
that Winsion Churchill rose to the first
rank of warlcorrespondents He was the
lackiest. und swmartest, and certainly the
most picturespue personality of the news-
paper writets daring ‘hat conflict. He
was taken pri-oner iu the early partof the
war, e-caped, and told all abont it ia his
news letters home. His correspondence
warked him as a man of distinction—a
man who was not o ly a keen observer and
A bright writer but who had the political
instinct in his blond. At first he was cer-
1ain that the Boers, considering their cou-
rage ana the strength of their religious
conviction, would surely win, and it was
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sows time, ha says, before be could be
lieve in a British triomph. In March,
1900, he publishsd in \he Morning Post his
famous appeal tor dealing ith the Boers
inZa rewsonable spirit of couciliation,

Mr. Churchill entered Parliament as 4
Tory Democrat, and a Tory Democrat be
remains to this day, although he sits on
the Liberal bencngs Toryism, however as
interpreted by the Chuarehills, is often in
distingaishable from Kadicalism
preted by men like John Baros who have
the historical insight and a keen sy mpathy
with the traditional gleries of their coun-
try. He gave Parlinment a taste of
quality in his scathing analysis of
Broderick’s new army scheme
1901, and was the only Unionist
ed against it. Of his speech on that ocea
sion, Mr. Massingkam, “Pictures
in Parliament ’ are perhaps the best cop
temporary chronicle of proceedings at iV es:
Winster, said:

‘‘Tts threads were not, of
with the skill that con es of long p
and here and there were sslay
Bat in its elevation of purpose, broad
conception of national policy, and in the
direct movement of its closing sentenc es, [
recall nothing like it since Mr. Gladt

HS Inter

his
N
in May,
who vot

whose

course, woven

ractice,

stitches
1ts

EVENTS,

805

diea. I will make two criticisms upon it
—the first is, tnat it is the speech that
should long ago have been Aelivered from
our benches; the second is, that in the
years to come its author should he prime
minister—I hopa Liberal prime minister—
of England, "’

Always a Coneervative, Mr. Churchill
remains  free trader, and in ‘this fact is
to be found the canse of his desertion of
the Uuionist ranks. He could not remain
a Jingo and a wilitarist, sc he became a
Supporter of the Liberals. His first geri-
ous administrative speeches  were made
Agninst tinancial expenditure and the pol-
icy of protection  His first field for re-
trenchment is in the army, he upholds, bat
he is nnalterably oppozed to the attempt to
convert England to a milita:; power.
There are rwo other questions”apon which
1e ditfers from the old ‘Conservative forces
I Radical

[ ideas on the Irish ques-
tion and on education; he {s

against the
National Edacation Act It may be said
that he is a bora demagogue Perhaps he

is; but this young man, dvumgmzln-1Imngh
he 1wy be, before he is thirty, has already
won the ear and aronsed the enthusiasm of
the great nmajority of nis countrymen

The British Royal Sarcophagus at Frogmore,
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ARNOTT J. MAGURN, Editor

that the Government of Egynt should re-
sort to lottery bonds. Perhaps it is ne-
cessary in that part of the worid to popu-
larize debt reduction by associatinglit with
gambling. The serions thing is that the
Ch llor of the Exchequer adopted the
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WITH Lord Avebury in the chair, Mr.
Ceurtneyinaugurated a renewed cam
paign on beba!f of the [proportional repre-
sentation in a cogent and vigorous speech
to an audience in Fssex Hall, England.
He traced to the system of one-member
constitnencies much of the demoralization
which is now so evident to us, alike
among electors _and “elected. Opinion is
misrepresented, e.g., on the basis of votes
castin 1895 and 1900 the Conservative majo
rities of Great Britain should have been 1o
more than t-~venty-five and sixteen. Above
all, members tied to a party iwachine and
uncertain of Jthe quality of the opinion
which elected them, Iack the independeuce
to resist either the pressure of the execu-
tive ora wave of popular passion. Mr.
Courtney's remedy was the creation of
large constitnencies each returning three,
five, or seven members. Shades of thought
would be exactly represented. A member
wonld have behiud him not merely a bare
wmajority of votes but a coherent body of
opinion. The simple but ingenious me-
thod of registering second preference would
serve in a single election the purposes of a
second ballot. Groups in parliament wonld
achieve a desirable measury of independ-
ence. and certainly labor would stancd to
gam. The system has worked well in Den-
mark, Belgium, some Swiss Cantons, and
in a modified form in Jupan.

HERE was a remarkable debate in the

. British House of Commons the other

day abont Mr. Austen Chamberlain’s new
Lottery Loan. To the objection that this
essentially vevantine method has not heen
adopted since Pitt's time Mr. Chamber-
lain said that he had three recent preced-
ents—a Turkish loan, an Egyptian loan,
and a Greek loan. No one is surprised

Tarco-Greek dodge in erder to make his
issne more attractive, to borrow more
cheaply and pay a lower rate of interest
for sccommodsation. What is the result?
The lowest rate at which the comparativ-

Mr. Austen Chamberlain,

e'y sinall amounnt of 10,000,000 can be bor
rowed by the Government of Great Britain
alter ten years of Unionist finance is 3 1-8
per cent. And in 1eply to Mr. Buxton the
Cuuncellor of the Exchequer declared ‘that
if he bad made a large issue of Consols,
still more if he had attempt:d to make a
small issue of entirely new stork, he would
have depressed jthe price of Consols and
borrowel upon jterms certainly not more
advantageous than those he had obtained.’’




An Imperial Propaganda.

n the May issue of the British Empire

Review there 1s an article entitled ‘‘The
Proposea Imperial CouncillofAdvice' *writ-
ten by Herbert Samiel, M, P, The move-
ment for the French restoration has been
carried on usually in the drawing room of
some of the Bourbon ladies whose zeal for
the Monarchy outruns any regard for the
Republic. In England there is ;a group in
whose veins the same royalist blood runs
and who are endeavoring to spread a pro-
paganda looking to Imperial Federation or
a centralized empire power controlled in
London.

The article in question reads as follows:

During the last two years privats meet-
ings have been held of a group of politi-
cians, civil servants, and publicists of dis-
tinetion, brought together by Sir Frederick
Pollock, whose deliberations have resulted
in the proposals fcr the establishment of an
Imperial Council, which has attracted
widespread attention, In the colamns of
this Review and elsewhere Mr. W. P
Reeves also has urged the advantages of
such a measure. In the House of Commons
during the present session efforts have been
made by several members, though hitherto
without success, to find in the tangle of
parliamentary business some opportunity
for a debate on this scheme, At this mo-
ment & large boly of informed opinion is
concentrated in support of =these proposals
a8 the next practicable step in the improve-
wment of Iinperial organization,

Similar in their outline to Jthose made
by the Imperial Federation League shortly
before its dissolution in 1893, they reap-

movement in favor of preferential tarift
bas emphasized the desire for the consoli-
dation of the Empire without, as it seedns,
offering an acceptable means for satisfying
that desire The Federation of Australia
welling six states into one, has made more
manageable the task tn be handled. Tae
establishwent of the Committee of Imper-
ial Defence has franished thai most effec-
tive of answers to those who doubt the
practicability of a scheme—the precedent
of a similar system at work And the
meeting of Ja Colonial <Conference next
year offers an early occasion for its dis-
cussion. These factors have contribated to
make the time opportune for a definite step
in the direction which is indicated. It may
not be too sanguine to think that we are
perhaps on the eve of a constitutional
change of profound importance.

The chief virtue of ths propusal under
discossion is its tentativeness. It bas, in-
deed, no attraction for those ultra-logical
minds who thiok that no planfor extend-
ing joint control over "common cencerns is
worth considering unless it is definite and
complete; who are not satistied uniess they
can draw up tabulated plans of <home and
Colonial electoral districts, calculate by
ingenious pr the right ber of re-
presentatives for each aivision of the Em-
pire, compile elaborate lists of the sunjects
to be discussed in a federal assembly, and
even plan the seating accommodation «in a
nobler Parliament House at some new Im-
perial centre, and located .in the province
of Saskatchewan. The movement for the
unity of the Empire has outlived thesejam-

pear now at a time more propiti The
sense of Imperial unity has gained re-
markably in force in recent years The

bitious d of youth. It is older, hum-
bler, more patient and more practical,
The plan which now holas the field has
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three essentinl elewents. First, a Com-
mittee should be established to advise the
Catinet in dealing with matters of Tmper-

aions the attendanco of the Foreign Secre-
tary would be required; semetimes that
of the War Minister or _the First Lord of
; or ever, il a question such

ial concern, its bers a small by the Admiral
of Cabinet ministers and 'a small number
of Colonial repr ives. 8 d, it

should be apermanent standing committee
meeting whenever occasion required.
Third, ite functious should be consultative
and advisory, and not executive, Every-
thing else is optional.

Sho1 1d the form be given tc it of a
committee of the Privy Council? Sir Fred-
erick Pollock holds that this wonld accord
with historical precedent and give to a
new body, the dignity oflage. Mr. Reeves
thinks that the Colonies wonld dislike such
a connection, and would be unfavoranly
prejudiced by it. Both Jwould probably
agree_that the question is one of form ra-
ther than one of substance, and that, if
need bs, the committee might first be "es-
tablished as an independent body, the ad-
visability of connecting it with the Privy
Council being left for later consideration.

Who shouldZbe the Colonial representa-
tives? Mr. Reeves holds that they should
be the Premiers. Mr. Sanford Evans has
urged in this Review that Colonial Minis-
ters appointed for to deal with external
affairs would be ‘‘the only effective dele-
gates.”” But there 'is no reason for uni-
formity. The need is that Jeach colony
should feel, and that the lmperial Govern-
ment should recognize, that Colonial views
were "authoritatively represented on the
committee or council’or it might ve left to
each to decide what kind of repre: eatation
it wounld prefer. There would be less sym-
metry, but no real aisadvantage if, when
the council was appointed, it was found
that Canada had Jnominated for member-
shipsher Aigh Commissioner, Australia her
Minister for External JAffairs, New Zea-
land her Premier, with the Agent-Gene-
ral as his mouthpiece, and the States of
South Africa & representative chosen ad
hoe.

Which of the members of the Cabinet
should serve on the council? Probably
the Prime Minister and the Secretaries
for the Colonies and Zfor JIndia would be
permanent members; but on many occa-

as thav of reforming the Judicial Commit-
tee of the Privy Ccuacil or of unifying the
Patent Laws were under discussion, the
presence of the Lord Chancellor or the
President of the Board of Trade would be
necessary, The attendance of Ministers
would doubtless vary with the subjects on
the agenda.

Sir KFrederick Pollock suggests that ex-
Ministers who have been members of the
Imperial Council, aod ‘‘ex-Premiers of
Colonies whose services happen to be av-
ailable” should be invited to attend. It is
a proposi‘ion thar appears to many to be
of doubtful ' advantage, threatening fric:
tion, either imposing on leaders of the Op-
position a share in the responsibility for
measures for which they may disapprove,
or else hampering the energiesjof a Gov-
ernment by giving to jits political oppon-
ents something of the nature of @ veto on
its acts. But this also solvetur ambu'ando

and if the Imperial representatives on the
first council were limited ‘to Ministers of
the day, the questicn whether they should
continue their mem bership on a change of

(3overnment mizht be left to the combin-
ed wisdom of mselves and their sncces-
gors. Only !\ <o who have had experience
of office can properly decide a point of this
natare.

It has been asked whether a merely con-
saltative council would find sufficient work
to occupv its energies.. In considering fo-
reign relations where they touch Colonial
interests, in dealing with such questions
as defence(in its broad ‘aspects) merchant
shipping, copyright, patents, marriage
laws, postage, cables, in elaborating the
plan for the reformed ZImperial Court of
Appeals., which is so urgently needed, in
establishing sub-committees on commis-
gions of inquiry into these and [similar
matters, the Council is sure to have at
band no lack of opportunities for usefulness
with the probability of further extensions
of its activities as the new jprohlems arise
which the progress of the world is always
evolving. But, like any other committee,




it must adjusc its meetings to ite work. If
there is much to do, it meets often; if
the o is little to do, it meets seldom.

All these matters then, are separate
from the in the sch
and may be settled as they arise in such
manner as practical convenience requires.
Tne point of importance is to get started a
council, permanent, consuitative, co)ifiden-
tial when need be,informal in its delibera-
tions, on which the representatives of the
home government may meet and discuss
with the accredited spokesmen of the Co-
loaies. A method of extending to the Co-
lonies a larger share in the formation of
the Imperial policy by which it must be
bound, without at the same time imposing
on them increased bardens, it should ap-
peal to Colonists of all parties. A Tmeans
of promoting the unity of _the Empire by

infusing into the central authority an ele-
men, drawn from the outlying self govern-
ing systems, it should be acceptable both
te Conservatives and to Liberals at home.
And if from this council there should be
evolved in later;times some constitution
for the Empire more definite and more
comwmanding. the process must be ,in har-
mony with the methode by which in the

ust the genius of the British people has
created our institutions. When Lord Hol-
land, a century ago, was called by Murat
the King of [Naples to provide bhim with
a constitution, he answered, ‘‘Provide a
constitution! You might as well ask me
tc build a tree! It will be enough if in
our day we may be permitted to plant a
seed which contains within itself a latent
power of future growth.

Imperial Platitudes.

THE Saturday Review ot England
thinks that the Governor (General of
Canada, in his public "addresses, ‘should
strike a business note instead of as the
paper terms it, ‘“‘imperial platitudes’’.
This would seem to mean that Earl Grey
should canvass us for money towards the
support of *'Tommy Atkins'’, and the se-
nior service. Well, the Governor (Geneal
is paid a salary of $50,000 a year to dis-
charge certain well understood daties, and
not to promote the _bank account of John
Bull. In reality these ‘‘imperial plati-
tudes’’ amount to really the same thing.
They are what the Westminster Gazette
termed ‘‘the inflation of :entiment’’,
which is a preliminary necessary in the
creation of a sentiment which must pre-
cede in order to justify the voting of sup-
plies.

The question whetherJCanada shall con-
tribate to the army and navy Jof another

country is a political question, to be set-
tled by the government and parliament of
Canada. The policy of the Laurier admin-
istration is the same as was the policy of
Sir Charles Topper on this question,
against handing our taxes over to rnother
government to spend. The present govern -
ment prefers to make the expenditure
within its own jurisdiction and under the
direction of its own officers. It has taken
over the fortifications at Halifax and Es-
quimalt and will spend a million or two a
year in maintaining these fortifi 80
as to relieve the British governmentZof the
charge. Canada trains 40,000 militiamen
every year and is building railways across
the continent affording to the British gov-
ernment additional routes between;England.
and India. In these and other ways Cana-
da may be able to satisfy the people of
Great Britain that she is doing her share.




AnE xpert on the Raileway Rate
Issue.

PRESIDENT SPENCER, of the South-

ern Rnllwny.recenlty delivered an ad-
dress before the Traffic Cluab of Pittsburg,
which the Railway World regards as ‘‘one
of the clearest and most forcible expres-
sions of the attitude of the railroads to-
ward the governmental rate making issue
that has been made,’’ and one that can
be taken as representing tha ‘general

Sir Wm  Van Hiroe

views of the railway ioteiests on the ques-
tion. The fact that the Senute Committee
on Interstate Commerce is now hearing
what the railway presidents hava to say in
regard to Jfeleral regulations of railroad
rates adds timeline-s 1o the acdress. Pre-
«sident Roosevelt, in his message to Con.

Qress in D:Cel’nbfr, announced that, ‘'‘the
rebate, the secret contract, the private dis-
crimination, ‘must’ go,”’ and ~that ‘‘the
highways of commerce must wbe kept open
to all on equal terms.”” The owners and
managers of the railroads, Mr. Spencer
says, zealously support him in this decla-
ration of purpose, but in favoring the en-
actment of legislation which aids inaccom-
plishing this purpose, there is a danger, he
thinks, which "they may suffer from'‘un-
wise and unfair regalation,’’

The Townsend railway rate ’bill, which
passed the United States House at the last
session, containad, according to Mr. Spen-
cer, ‘‘not a Jsingle provision for dealing
with those or kindred abuses, nor was any
bill presented or suggested which ‘could be
construed as having that most ‘desirable
eud in view.”’ The :President thought it
undesirable, if not impracticable, at pre-
sent, to give the Interstate,Commerce Com-
mission the authority to fix railway rates,
yet, Mr. Spencer declares, Jevery bill which
has been presented in Congress looking to
granting increasing Jpowers "to the ~com-
mission would, if enacted into law, do
the very thing that the President regard-
ed as undesirable. Mr, <Spencer goes on
to discass the point:

‘'Such enactments would Inot be Jregus-
lation. They would mean incipient, if not
final control of the sources of revenne of
all the carriers, and that, it vis lsafe to
say, the President never intended.

‘‘They might easily mean_the taking of
property or the diminution of its value
without due process of law, r without
compensation to the owners. The effect
of such regulation undoubtedly would be




she curtailment of fururerailway construc-

tion and improvemente, not only by reason
of the impairment of railway credit, bat
also from the unwillingness of investors to
own or %o enlarge properties, the revenues
of whicn would be under governmental
or politicalcontrol and the expenses still be
subject to the uncertainties of industrial
conditions. .

‘*The Townsend hill%provided that a rate
once fixed by the commission should con-
tinue in force indefinitely, unless changed
by the comission or by the conrt. Under
such law, all rates would, in time, become
commission’s rates, and the functions of
railway managers in adju ting rates to
weet commereial conditious, and in ex-
tending the sphere of usefulness of the
transportation aystem of the counﬁ
would, step by step, come to an end.
slow bat steady paralysis would creep in-
to the industrial arteries tarough which
the blood of commerce flows, and the trans-
portation system would thus become nnmb
and rigid. The present activities of wrail-
way managers would be “eliminated as an
agency in the intelligent development of
the resonrces of the country. Rates would
soon be machine made only, and industrial
and commercial centres, now acknowledg-
ing no bounds tor the nltimate distribu-
tion of their products, would find them-
selves operating i narrower and narrower
zones, and circumseribed by governmental
edicts as to where their wares should go."’

The charges that rates are extortionate,
are described by Mr, Spencer as based on
‘'garbled statistics, and inﬂlmmntory?e-
neralities, appealing to popular preju_-
dice.”” He declares that the *'rates in this
country are only from one-half to one-third
of thoselin countries with which the pro-
ducers of the United *States must compete
in the markets of the world,”” and that in
eighteer years the Interstate Commerce
(‘ommiulqn ‘‘has not succeeded in estab-
lishing in the courts a single case of rates
unreasonable in themselves.”” And, again,
the charge of ; unreasonsble and unjustly
discriminatory rates between localities is

denied by Mr. Spencer. ‘‘Out of the ave-
rage of less than two cases per annum, or
thirty-five cases in “eighteen Jyears,”’ he

says, ‘‘the judgment of the commission
has been reversed by the courts in all but
two.”’

One reason assigned for granting specific
rate-makng p to the issi is
that of long delays Jincurred in deciding
cases. The Elkios Law of 1008, which was
intended to do away with all rebates and
unjust discrimination and to secure rates
uniform to all, was intended to expedite
court proceedings institated by the com-
mission, but as yet, Mr. Spencer, says,
there has been no indictment or proseca-
tion of a sinele individual under the
terms of tuat law. ‘‘If the passage of
that law,’’ he asks, ‘‘with its drastic re-
medies, and its almos summary methods
of pocedure, does not expedite the trial of
offenders againet the Interstate Commerce
Law, what can be the effect of any addi-
tional legislation for similar ends?’’

Mr.Spencer then presents what he calls a
simple, direct, and effective method of
dealinglwith’theZquestion: ‘‘If further le-
gislation be necessary—and Ido not say
that it is not—let it be given the direction
pointed out by the evils calling for cor-
rection, and along logical, not experiment-
al lines for the remedying of these evils.

*‘Draw the distinction broadly and un-
mistakably between punichment for crime
or misdemeanor, on the one hand, and the
unnecessary and unwise governmental or
paterral interference with legitimate and
legal exercise of individual endeavor, on
the other.

‘‘Separate widely the functions of Gov-
ernment which [detect, and arraign, and
prosecute, from those which sit in judg-
men upon complaints and offe..ces against
the law.

“‘Strengthen the Jaws in condemnation
of rebates, secret devices, and unjust dis-
criminations to #ny extent that may be
found possible and provide, if such further
provision be necessary, for the prompt ar-
rignment and prosecation of offenders of
the law in the duly constituted courts of
the country, and for theJunsparing punish-
ment of those who are found to be guilty.
If there are such offenders in the railway
fraternity, their offences should be exposed
and punished, but it is un-American and




unfair, not to say outrageous, because it is
said there are such, that every manager
and every president and director, shall be
subject to indiscriminate public eondemna-
tion, and that the innocent investors must
have their property jeopardized, and their
rights infringed becanse those to whomthe
prosecation of the law is entrasted, fail to
find the offender and, to punish him. , , ,

X . The resolution may flatterMr. Ganey, but *‘all the
perfomes of Arabia will not Aweete

“In a word—stop those abuses drastical-
ly, but avoid action which affects savings
put into railroads in good faith: avoid le-
gislation which might impair service and
efficiency and reduce the wages of our 1,-
800,000 employees, for to the wage-earners
alone among that namber now 80 over half

of the gross expenses of the American rail-
ways. '’

showing the two jndges trying
. Gamey has forced the Whitney Gov-
ion expunging from the Journals of the

g him. The grlnted copies of the Jour-

e legislature couldtake to




THAT the money expended in sending

parties to remote lands to observe total
solar eclipses weuld be better invested in
€quipping  permunent Astronomical sta-
tions, is the opinion of Prof .E. C. Picker-
ing of Harvard. After stating that it ig
not the present policy of Harvard Univers-
ity to equip eclipse expeditions, Professor
Pickering went on to say:

"'The experience of the last thirty years
does not seem to me to justify the sums
invested in eclipse expeditions, Hundreds
of thousands of dollars have been spent in
apparatus and traveling expenses, and
what is there to show for it? Nothing in
the remotest degree adequate to the ex-
venditare. Previous to the starting of an
expedition there is u great, ontery about
possible discoveriesof immense importance
to science. When the event is over the
telegraph reports, perbaps, that at the
moment of totality clonds unfortunately
obscure the sun, entirely frustrating the
plans of the observers. Or perhaps the
news comes that the weather was perfect,
everything propitious, and vast results
may be expected. We wait open-mouthed
for farther disclosures. Alas! that is all
e evew hear of those vast results!

"'Of course the ‘dstronomers have had &
uice little outlng. ' Aud, of course, too,

there was a chance of irportans discover-
fo. Iam net discoun| that ‘chance.
Neither have I the slig rrel with

those who purene eclipses, ‘so o ‘}O
dv not hoodwink anybody into donat|
fuoney upon false exectations, The Lic

Observatory is this year sending out three
¢quipped expeditions, with tbe detinite
Puroose of settling the un'd question of

Abour Eclipse E xpeditions.

an inter-Mercurial planet. They g0 at
the expense of Mr Crocker, a wealthy
Californian who, having financed eclipse
parties vefore has his eyes wide open to
che risk of failure. The Harvard Obsery-
atory bas loaned them valuable apparatus
and wish them all possible success. Bat
tor itself, it can not reconcile it with its
corporate conscience to spend its trust
funds upon the chance of discoveries, I
myself have not gone out to observe an
eclipse for thirty years past, except in 1900,
when I went to Georgia at my own ex-
pense. I wonld mach rather see the mo-
ney which is sunk in those ‘expeditions in-
vested in a fixed station somewhere ; I am
cunfident that it wounld yield larger re-
salts **

A sarvey of eclipse literature has failed
to show that any other astronomer shares
Professor Pickering's skepticism about
the value of eclipsc expeditions: or, at
least, it any others share his opinions, he
does not seem to have intrasted his views
to print. Most astronomers do not even
take the trouble tc discuss the Zquestion.
Everywhere there is the tacit Assumption
that there is no knowing what important
results may accrne from the faithtul efforts
of eclipse chasers; everywhere the tacit
assumption that the efforts of past expedi-
tiuns have been crowned with abunaant
success. To be sure, when a layman tries
to dﬁgﬂ' down the reports of observers,
m ot come upon anything which to

s untechnical eye seems at all revolu-
tionary. The principal result seems to be
the securing of fine photographs of the co-
rona—those'sonvenirs’ of which Professor
Pickering speaks with sach open contempt.
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But astronomers go cheerfully on devising ments go on vrganizing expeditions, quite
new apparatus to photograph eclipses, and as if the question of the righteousness of
spectroscopes to assist in determining the venturing public Jmoneys upon uncertain-
chemical nature of the corona, and bole- ties bad never been raised.

meters to measure its heat and govern-

‘ A ABROR & WETHB 2. chod o s Eons

- One of -the Czar's strougest ldvise;r,‘;




ONE of the old time pioneer explor-

ers, bravers of the wilderness of our
great West, and venerated _advance agents
of the Christian religion, Pere Lacombe,
perbaps the last of the oFrench explorer
priests,is the subject of a character sketch
by miss Agnes C. Laut. Pere Lacombe,
who has been a distinguished, unique fig-
nre for the past three quarters of a cen-
tury in the annals of the great Norhwest
of the United States and Canada has just
retired to a little home at the foot of the
Rocky Mountaine, Few maker of history,
says Miss Laut, have, ‘*by the mere lifting
of a hand, been able to prevent massacres
that might have wiped o1t the frontier of
half a continent.”

Few leaders have cheered half & hundred
men to victory against a thousand throogh
pitchy darkness, in the confusion of what
was  worse than darkness—panic. And
not every hero of victory can be the hero
of defeat—a hero, for instance, tc the ex-
tent of standing siege by scourge, with
three thousand dying and dead of the
plague, men fleeing from camp pursued by
A phantom death, wolves skulking ‘past
the wind blown stent _Hlaps unmolested,
none remaining to bury the dead but the
ome man whose hands are ever busy with
the dying.

Father Licombe is a priest, but to call
him a priest would be misleading.

In these days of sentimental religion,
with the abolition of the devil and a pions
turping up of the whites of one’s jeves to
An atfenuated Deity, priesthood is some-
times associated with a sort of angemic
goodness—the man who sits in a cushioned
stady chair. But Father Lacombe's good-
ness is of the red blood type, that knows
how to deal with men who think in terms
of the clinched fist,

Miss Lauat recounts, in her spirited style,

Pere Lacombe.

Father Lacombe’s work among the Black-
feet during %a p lague of smallpox, She
tells about the terrible experivnce suffered
by the venerable father during the Bwix-
ters of '68, '69, and '70, when the Black-
feet were attacked by their combined ene-
mies—the Cree, Assiniboine, and Sautaux
Indians It was a terrible battle, and in
it the brave priest was wounded while at-
tempting to advance, holding a cross, to
bring about a parley with the enemy, Ong
illustration of the Sweetness and vigor of
the old man’s character is given by Migs
Laut. We quote iy in her words:

Once, on such a journey srouthward over
interminable snows, Father Lacombe bad
¢ amped with his gnide on the edge of a
woods. Both men were dead tired, their
snowshoes dragged heavily, Supper over,
they spread their snow -logged garments
to dry before the fire, prepared beds of
spruce branches Zard sat listening to that
strange unearthly silence of the snow pad-
ded plains. The Angs cronched round
asleep. 'T'he night grew black as ink fore-
boding strm, An uncanny muteness fell
over the two, They knew they were eighty
miles from a living soul; and the cold was
terrific. There was no sound but the crac-
kle of the fire , and an oceasional splinter
of frost split trees vatside, Suddenly the
gnide pricked up his ears vith dilated eyes
intent, Faint, more like a breath of
storm than a voice came a muffled wail,
Then, silence again, of very death. The
wen looked at each other, bat didn’t’ say
anythinz. It was tue kind of silence
where you can hear vour breath. Half an
hour passed. There is no use of pretend-
ing. The ozone of snorthern latitades cat
midnight, eighty miles from a living
soul, can prick yourinervesJand senda tick.
les down yoor spine. You become aware
that solitude is positively palpable, Arnd
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it came again ount of Zthe frost muffled
woods—the long sighing wail.

‘‘Alex, do’you hear thatt"’

‘‘Yes,”’ but he didn't want to.

‘‘What is that?"’

‘‘Hare seized by owl."’

**You think—that?t"’

**Yes,”" but he thonght it weakly.

‘*Your hare bas a human voice, Alex.’’

But Alex, who was visibly chattering,
became voluble. Of course, it was a hare.
He'd often remarked theJresem— But the
words died in a gulp of Mright, and the
guide got himself to bed in haste with the
blanket rove over his head.

‘‘Alex, your hare has a long life, bien!
Listen! Do you hear? Get up! Some one
has need of us, I'm going to see.’’

In vain le explained to the priest that
the voice came from tle ‘body of some
brave buried among the branches of the
trees in there, who was calling for the
thing= his relatives had torgotten to place
with the corpse.

‘‘Then, I'll go alone,” said Lacombe,
‘‘but you keep your gun ready; and if
there is danger, I'll call you."’

And surely, says the narrator, from a
prudent point of view it was rash to fol-
low a vague voice into unkmown woods
blunketed black with the thickness of
intense frost. What was terrifying was
that the groans seemed nearer tham his
own hands and feet—yet he could find no-
thing! Suddenly he was aware of the
warmth of cinders under his moecasins;
and stooping felt a voice in his very face,
A human form lay wrapped ina buffalo
robe across the dying camp fire,

‘‘Speak! What are you?'' he demanded.

"'A woman with her child—lost I could

“ramp no longer—my feet are frozen, '’

Calling the euide, the two men carried

woman and infant to their tepee. She was
little more thana child herself, and had
evidently been outrageously butp. Both
feet required amputation. The priest le-
arned that she had been cast by her
Cree husband ,and had gone forth from the
camp to kill both jherselt and the child:
but at the soundof its cry her coprage fail-
ed her. She Jconld not do the met, and
marched on und on, day after day, tilll her
forzen feet could march no further, Then,
wrapping the child in her warmest cloth-
ing,she had gathered it clcse in her arms,
spread the buffalo robe over herself and
laidZdown to die. But to this Hagar of
the wilderness came a visitant of mercy.
When Father Lacombe wakened in the
morning he found that the guide had plied
the woman with restoratives all night,
wrapped her in robes,and placed ker on the
dog sleigh. The guide then ’ hitched him-
self with the dogs to pull. Father Lacombe
fastened the steering pole behind to push;
and so they took her to the mission house
hundreds of wiles distant. On the way
they came up with the Cree husband who
had abandoned her. The man was dumb-
founded at the apparation.

‘'‘What!'' he blustered. ‘‘I don't want
this wife! You'd have done Zmuch better
to bave juinded ®your own business and
left her alone where she was, to die, "’

For just a second, the Man in Tather‘La-
combe got the better of the Priest. :I think
if that Cree bad waited he would have re-
ceived all he needed.

**You mi-erable beast! ' thundered La-
combe. ‘‘You don’tithink as much of your
child as a dog of its pups! (et into that
tent this minute and hide your dishonor-
ablathead, or—" I will tind some one to
take care of her.’’




