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Em SAINT JOHN, N. B., DECEMBER, 1839. { Vol. 1.
CONDUCTED BY W. W, BATON.

vana

Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God.—Peter.  On thus Rock I will builp
y Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail agawnst it.— The Lord Messiuh.

(e —s S L]
A DISCOURSE ON SIN AND ITS CURE.
-BY ALYETT RAINES, OF KENTUCKY.

Therefore, as by Adam all die, so also, b‘y Christ shall all be made alive. But
every one in his own rank: Christ the first fruit, they that are Christ’s, afterwards,
4t his coming.—New Vegsion. 1 Cor. xv. 22, 23,

Brethren and Fellow Clitizens :

Tue subject of our discourse is emphatically important.  'There 13
not, perhaps within the whole range of human knowledge, another in
iwhich we should feel a deeper interest; to which we should give a more
'fixed and prayerful attention.
| That sin is in our world, no christian denies. How diversified so-
ever may be our opinions in reference to other facts, there is none in

espect to the prevalence of sin.  Iis nature too, how malignant! its
onsequences, how appalling! If its malignity and its consequences
were limited to this terrestrial state; if they could not by any possibility
molest us beyond the grave; yet, we see enough of 1t in the present
world, enough of its turpitude and of its tendency to the production of
misery, to demonstraze that it is an evil fraught with infernal venom,
very way injurious and destructive, and above all things to be dreaded
fand abhorred.
- Our discourse will, from the nature of the topics which it is designed
0 embrace, naturally exhibit itself under two heads:
- Ist, Siv.  2nd; its Cure.  To each of these we request the serious
nd candid attention of the reader.

Frrst. 'We shall discourse on the subject of sin. But before we
toceed, permit us to warn the reader, that we by no means intend
ursuing this subjeet through its diversified ramifications. We shall.
im at brevity. We shall endeavor to cxhibit the enormity of sin, the
halig 1ity of this moral leprosy of the soul, with the view to arouse
aners from their lethargy ; to awaken them to a sense of their dan-
er : to direct their mind’s eye to the mortal wounds and bruires which
inhas alrendy inflicted ; to turn them, if possible, from that eternal
€ath, to which undeviatingly they are tending. In other words, to
akie-them feel, deeply and pungently feel, thoe valus of the remedies

the gospel, ‘

i
i
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Connected with the origin of sin, are many questions, which lead
into the labyrinths of endless mystery and perplexity. These, we
shall permit to slumber in their native darkness, as 1n all cases they
should have been permitted to do. We have no disposition to perplex
either ourself or readers, with bewildering disquisitions and specula-
tions concerning questions, which have never profited those by whom
they have been agitated. 'We have matter enough before us of a tan.
gibl: notare, caleuluted to prove heneficial to all who will attend to
it the ' spitof faith,” without wasting our time in the hair split-
trug uf speculaidse questions. perhaps fur too recondite for the acumen,
we will uot say of the profoundest sage, but of the tallest son of light
in all the argelic principalities!

It may .ot, however, be improper in this place to notice one or two
not very abstruse questions, connected with the origin of evil, which
have served as stumbling blocks to mauy persons.

We have been frequently asked, “ wly did not God constitute Adam
upon principles such as would have rendered him incapable of sin.
ning?” ¢ Why did God permit the introduction of evil?” As well
might we ask, why did ke not give water a consistence, such as would
have unfitted it for drowning a men? And why did he permit fire to
possess these properties, by which it burns the fingers of the cook, and
is in all respects so good a servant, but so bad a master? The physi-
cal evils which originate in the use of fire and water, take their rise
from either the misapplication ur the abuse of them, and could origin-
ate in no other way; but were fire and water deprived of those essen-
tial principles, by the misapplication or abuse of which physical evils
are sometimes produced, they would cease to be fire and water; and
would be therefore, iucapable of their present beneficial results! The
same answer will hold gocd in respect to man. To be a man, he must
neither be & mere animal, nor the arch angel! He must be that liok
in the long chain of created beings, to which we apply the term man.
To be a man, he must also have his native passions and appetites ; all
his native properties of soul and body; and to be a moral accountable
being, he must be a moral agent ; placed under law ; capable of abe-
dience and disobedience ; capable of feeling self-approbanon for well
doing, and self-disapprobation for evil doing. Any possible organiza-
tion of human nature, or constitution of the divine government, in
which these principles should not have been recognized, would have
placed man in a mora! condition, such as is now occupied by brate ani-
mals; as incapable of virtue and vice, of rewards and punishments, of
moral elevation and degradation, asis the mole, the oyster, or the bat!

¢ Coutrivance,” says Paley, * proves desgn ; and the predominant
tendency of the contrivance, indicates the {isposition of the contriver.
The world abounds with contrivances; au. all the contrivances with
which'we are acquainted are directed to beneficial purposes. Lvil ne
doubt exists; but is never, that we can perceive, the object of contri-
vance. Teeth were contrived to eat, not to ache. 'Their aching, now
and then, is incidental to the contrivance, perhaps inseparable from it—
but it is not the object of it.  This is a distinction that well deserves
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to be attended to. In describing instruments of husbandry, you would
not say of a sickle, that it was made to cut the reaper’s fingers, though
from the construction of the instrument, and the manner of using it,
that mischief often follows.””  Thus, alsc, it is in the works of God.
Evil 1s meidental to bis contrivances, but forms no part of them. Fiis
contrivances are a pure stream, flowing from the holy fountain of his
perfections, pertaking necessarily the nature of its fountain j so that the
orgamizatn of moral evil can no more be the object of any divine con-
trivauce, than cutting the reaper’s fingers could have been the object
of the mventor of the sickle!

In .he abuse or misapphcation of good, therefore, is t * be sought the
origin of all evil.  Just us by the misapplication or abuse of the pro-
perites of fire and water, and cvery other physical agent in the universe,
physical evil is the result, so by the misapplication or abuse of the good
properties of man, have originated all moral evils. Had not Adam
been constituted a moral agent, liable by an abuse of his agency to
the commission of evil, he could not have sinned; but then, nei.her
could he have performed actions morally good.  He would have been
just as capable, and just as incapable of virtue as of vice ; and just as
proper & subject of praise or blame, of reward or punishment, as a
clock or a watch. e could have felt no consciousness of merit nor
denserit, any more than a mere animal ; and could, therefore, neither
have nisen nor falien in the moral scale.  There could have been no
morality, nor immorality among men, any more than among & flock of
geese. Depriving n.an of the liability to fall, would have deprived him
of the ability to rise; and have rendered him forever incapable of
thosu expansive, those exquisite, those ennobling feelings, couiequent
zpon a sense of praise-worthiness, aud of fitriess for the approbation of
his Maker, and for the reception of those rewards, rich with everlast-
ing glory, which await the obedient.

Long before the Almighty put forth his creative fiat, it was in his
mind, a matter of perfect knowledge, that by creating the material uni-
verse aud origivating its innnmerable forms of matter and of mind,
{man, the topnost stone uot cxcepted,) birth would be given to an infi-
nity of good, which could not be produced in any other way. Evil, he
kuew, would iucidentally originate ; but the good, the eternal good, the
object of his creative contrivance, would so far outweigh the evil, that
notwithstanding his immutable hatred to the evil, he did for the pur-
pose of preducing the good, in the beginping create the heavens and
the carth and all things—and pronouuced them very goop. Thus
viewing the sabject, we wonder and adore! and we doubt not, that
when in sone future period, the wisdom of the whole plan shall be
developed, we shall say intelligently with the apostle, “ O the depth
of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How un-
searchable are his judgments and Lis ways past finding out !”

Adam then, after his formation, was constituted a rational, a moral
agent ; and as such was placed under law. The law under which he
was placed, seems to have been will adupted to the then incipient state
of his knowledge and experience. It has been well said by an suthor
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of some emenence, that ¢ if the wisest legislator on earth, were to make
laws for a nursery, he would make childish laws.”” Upon this princi-
ple then, the Alinighty seems to have ac*ed, in giving to Adam the fol-,
lowing law: ¢ Of every tree of the garden thou mayst freely eat; but
of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it; for
on the day that thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die.”

By virtue of this law, the fruit of a specified tree, became the test
of Adam’s obedience. 'We read of no other test. So long as he should
continue obedient to this law, he would preserve his innocence and bs
entitled to the complacential love of his Creator. He would carry too,
within his conscience a sensation of delight, the result of conscious
rectitude ; and in every exertion which he should make in order to a
continued conformity to the will of God, as expressed in this law, he
would be cultivating and strengthening the principle of obedience
which had been implanted in his bosom ; and consequently forming a
moral character. In other words, he would be giving stability to virtu-
ous habits, and therefore, ascending the moral scale.

But alas ! how prone, in al] ages, has man been to abuse his privile-
ges! This imperfection of human nature seems to have been attached
to Adam, even before the full! The serpent persuaded the woman
to partake of the prohibited fruit; shie persuaded her husband, and
then was sin brought into the world, the source of all our woe. How
feebly did our first parents resist temptation ? Indeed, they seem scarce-
ly to have resisted atall!! Might not the advocates for hereditary
total depravity, learn a useful lesson from this transaction? ¢ That all
men in every age have sinned, is a proof,” say they, * that we inherit
a totally depraved nature from Adam.”” What then does Adam’s sin-
ning prove? That he was totally depraved before he had sinned.
As easily can we account for the sinning of all mankind, without the
admission of a totally depraved nature derived from Adam, as they
can account for the sin of Adam, committed before he was at all de-
praved!! Let it be observed, however, that the sin of our first parents.
is not to be attributed to depravity of nature, but to the power of the
serpent, to the subtlety and malignity of Satan! And has not the
same cause to lead men into sin, existed from Adam to the present
time? Has not Satan in every age, been pouring into the world and
into the hearts of the children of men, whole showers of * fiery darts?"
If this cause was sufficient to lead our first parents from the path of
rectitude, what good reason can be shown, why the same cause should
not to the present day, prodace the same effect on their posterity? The
advocates for hereditary total depravity must, in order that their argu-
ment should have any force, prove either that the Deyil left the world
immediately after the first sin, or that from that time, he ceased to
tempt the human family ! ! But this only by the way.

No sooner was the first sin committed, than the malignant nature of
sin began te be exhibited in its direful consequences, Among its im-
mediate consequences, we perceive fear, shame, and guilt. The eyes
of our first parents were opened to the enornmity of their crime; and
they were overwhelmed with dreadful forebodings in relation to its con-
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sequences.  Ashamed and affrighted, they sought concealment in the
most retired recesses of Eden, foolishly imagining that they counld hido
themselves from the eye of the Omniscient, %ut the Lord beheld them
in their guilty retreat, penetrated their secret thoughts, and knew afar
off the bitterness of their hearts. He first called Adam to an account;
but Adam endeavored to attach the blame to his wife. He next ar-
raigned the woroan, and she charged the crime to the serpent. Both,
however, were self-convicted ; for neither could plead innocence on
the principle of not having partaken the prohibited fruit. God, there-
fore, proceeded to inform them of the consequences of their sin. He
cursed the serpent, the instrument used by Satan in tempting this
wretched pair—he cursed the ground for man’s sake—and he declared
to our first parents, that this world should be to them, a world of sor-
rows and afflictions, of toil and troubles, until they should return to the
dust from which they had been taken,

Here then is o part, a small part, of the lamentable consequences of
sin.  Death and all the miseries of this life, are some of the bitter
fruits of the first sin, of the first man that ever breathed the breath of
lile. The hapless pair were driven from Eden, * and Cherubim and
a flaming sword were placed at the east of the garden, to keep the way
of the tree of life, lest man should put forth his hand and eat, and live
forever.” :

It appears that Adam, before he had sinned, was permitted to cat of
the tree of life. 'The proof of this: God said “ of very tree of the
garden, thou mayest freely eat.” 'The tree of knowledge was the only
prohibited object; cousequently, the #ree of life was not prohbited.
It appears, moreover, that the tree of life bore a fruit, which possessed
[life perpetuating qualities! The proof we have in these words : * Lest
man eat and vLIve FOREVER.” Does this testimony prove any
thing less thaun that the fruit »f the tree of life possessed health pre.
serving and life perpetuating principles? If not, (and we think the
‘case # most obvious one,) it follows, that Adam being cut off from the
tree of life, was left for a perpetuation of his existence to his consti-
tutional energy, and to aliment such as the fields of nature supplied ;
but mere earthly aliment, not being possessed of the life-inspiring
qualities of the tree of life, the physical energy of man would in a
short time became exhausted, in which case death would close his mor-
tal career. And moreover, as the tree of life must also, from the very

ature of its life-giving qualities have been a preseivative of health,

the being separated from it, would eventuate in the production of a
ong, dark catalogue of diseases, tue pioneers of death, the sad procur-
ors of the rapidly approaching king of terrors !

These are our reasoned and permanet conclusions, relative to the
onsequences of the first sin. 'We have seriously considered this sub-
eot scores of times ; we have heard and read many sermouns upon it;
¢ have put ourself under the tuition of various commentators, and
il we are constrained to say, that death and all our physical ills,
tered the world on sccount of the first sin, by a consequent depriva-
on of the fruit of ths tree oflifs! Death temporal, and temporal-ills,
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we think comprised the penalty, the whole penalty of the Adamic law |
and that the above named deprivation was the divine method of in-
fliction. Did God, either before or after Adam had siuned, intimate
to him the nfliction of more than one death 1 If he did, in what words
was the intimation expressed 7 Before he had sinned, God said, “on
the pay thou catest thereof, thou shalt surely nig ;" and after he had
sinned, * cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat
of it all the days of thy hfe ; thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth
unto thee ; aud thou shalt eat the herb of the fizld, in the sweat of thy
face shalt thou eat bread till thou return to the ground ; for out of it
wast thou taken ; for dust thou art, and unto dust shait thou return.”
Are there any intinations of an efernal death in those denuucintions?
Keen must be the eye, even keen enouzl to see something where there

is not any thing! that can see in all that God said to Adam, either be- |

fore or after the fall, an intimation of an eternal death! But some -

men see doctrines in the Bible, as others see ghosts of a moonlight
night! or as the clown locking through a telescope, beheld a inonster
in the sun ! The monster was a little fly, not in the sun batin his glass!
‘We have now proceeded so far in sketching the consequences of sin,
as to have ascertained its effects upon the first transgressors.  One
difficulty, however, remains: The death threatened in the Adamic
Taw, was not inflicted on the day of transgression ; and yet the law
says, * on the pav thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely pie.”  This
is something of a difficulty. It is not so great, however, in respectto
our view of the penalty of the Adamic law, as in respect to the view of
those who are of opinion that the penal y was not peavn, but pearus:
death temporal, dzath spiritual, and death eierual! The supposttion,
that eternal was a part of the Adamic penaliy, renders the difficulty
insurmountable; for the law says, *“ on,” thatis, within the day, *“thou
eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die;” or ¢“dying thou shalt die”
The death, the whole death, was according to the express declaration
of the Jaw, to be inflicted within the limits of one day ! But as an eter
nal death could not be inflicted within the short space of twenty-for
hours, we may readily and with certainty conclude, that there was not
in the Adamic law, any allusion to an eternal death. Tlemporal death
might, however, be inflicted within one day ; and that this death is th
threatened penalty, is evident from the scriptures.  Speaking of ter
poral death and of the resurrection of the dead, an Apostle says, tha
“as by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of th
dead. “ For as by Adam all die,”” &c. 1 Corinthians xv. 21, %
These scriptures abundantly prove temporal death to be the penaly
of the Adamic law.  Why then was it not inflicted, in pursvancet
all the strictness and rigor of the law? Because God, we think, mer
cifully granted to our first parents a respite. That God did grant thez:
a respite, is evident from this consideration : That temporal death wey
as we have proved, the penally ; and that it was not inflicted until s
veral hundreds of years after the first {ransgression! Thus, is
proof of a respiteconclusive. Theinstitution of sacrifice, God’sclothisf
our first parents with coats of skins, and promising them that the see
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of the woman should bruise the serpent’s head, are also proofs of the
exercise of a divine mercy through which arespite was granted. Asa
legislator and moral governor, God did nothing in granting this res-
pite, by which his veracity might be impeached, or which he had not
a perfeet right 1o do. Iu the case of Nineveh, he commanded Jonah
to preach, ¢ yet forty days and Nineveh shall he overthrown,” and the
case of Hezekinh ig similar to this ; and yet, for good reasons no doubt,
he did not, in either case, execute his threateming! Upon principles
then, altogether consistent with the devine perfections, were our first
parents respited.  Time was thus given them to become the parents
of sons and danghters; and hence, has the human family we may say,
floated into existence upon the mercy of God, through a Redeemer!

Bat it clearly appears from the scriptures, that the consequences of
the first transgression, were not limu.J toour first pareats. In addition
to those quoted in the preceding paragraph, we present the following
as eonclusive : “ As by one man sin entered into the world, and deatk
by sin, and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.”
Rom. v. 12.

Al mankind were by the sin of Adam, to a certain extent, involved
in his delinquency. As, therefore, Adam was separated from the tree
of life on account of his sin, and was also by his separation made
subject to a perishing state, so have been all his posterity.  As when
a wealthy father turns spendthrift and squanders his money, poverty
and sometimes shame are entailed upon his children; cor, as when
through luxury and other vices of parcuts, children are born the un-
happy subjects of hereditary disease, so the posterity of Adom, inherit
a loathsome patrimony of evils on account of his defection from the
divine lnw, That part of the Adamic estate, denomivated the tree of
life, which would have kept, had they continued to possess and enjoy
it, not only the children of Adam, but himself, in the fruition of per-
petual health and life, was wholly forfeited.  Hence, lus children are
heirs to death ! ¢ The whole creation £.oaus and travails together in
pain until now!” Cast forth into the world without any fallible
means of perpetuating health and life, they breathe out in toil and
pain the few days of their mortal pilgrimage, and sink into their mo-
ther dust !

Ceuld we bring into one group and place under our close inspection,
all the miserable beings who have suffered oun acconut of the first trans-
gression ; could we have proper conceptions of the quantum of misery
endured by the whole group; could we wiih one glance, behold all
their writhing and contortions ; could we coutemplate through their
sighs, groans and tears, the keenness of their paius, and the bitterness
of their sorrows ; could we then behold them turning pale in sickness,
and cold in the icy arms of death, sinking into the grave, undergoing
putrefacation, becoming foed for noisome worms ; then should we have
in some good degree, a view of the malignity, the enormity, the horri-
ble nature of <'n. God, we think, has permitted these appalling con-
sequences of sin, as mementos of his righteous wrath against.it! has
even made them a penal infliction, that man might contemplate througk
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the pmuas of death, the loathsomeucss of the grave, the tears of bereaved
friends, his awful indignation against all iniquity !

But dark as is this picture, the halfis not yet portrayed ! Had Adam
been the ouly sinner in the world, good would it have been for the fa.
mily of man. The dreadful truth, however, is that “ALL have sinned
and come short of the glory of God.” Thus, as by Adam’s sin all
manhind were made heirs to the temporal death, and all the physical
1lls of this world ; so by their own sins, have all mankind constituted
themselves heirs to thc seconp p.ath, and all the miseries of the
world to come! But here our descriptive powers fail! The conse-
quences of ALL the sins of the wioLr world, neither the tongues of
men nor of augels can express! Judgment, eternity, must paint and
exlubit this picture | When both the souls and the bodies of the finally
impenitent shall be destroyed in hell, then the tragic scene will pre-
sent in heaven’s awful eloquence the turpitude of iniquity : yea, when
the sinner shall staad in the presence of Lis judge; when all his
thoughts, words, and actions, shall be brought to light; when he shall
be made to remember gospel privileges slighted, the great salvation
neglected, the authority of Gud contemned, the blood of the Lord Je-
sus trampled under his feet, his horrified soul will feel at its convulsed
centre the inexpressible sinfulness of sin. ¢ Cursed sin,” he will say,
« O fool that I was to serve sin in yonder world ! O wretched man that
I am, who shall deliver me from Jroing down to the pit? Yonder is the
blackness of everlasting darkness! Yonder is the never dying worm!
the never eceasing fire!!”

Sin is a mortal discase, destructive to both soul and body.  Its ap-
proaches may be imperceptible, bat its ravages are .. ogressive and its
effects most deleterious.  Not the less is it to be dreaded, when its in-
vasion of the soul 1s soft and noiseless ; when it whispers peace and
security to its victim ; when it lulls the sinner into quietness and re-
pose. Ah! how deceitful ! Sin, like the consumption, is a flattering
disease, but infinitely more dreadful ; being in cases infinitely more
numersus, mortal, and attended with infinitely worse consequences.
Let yonder sombrous cload, as it slumbsrs above the horizon, indicate
the work of death in the sinne:’s diseased and perishing soul.  The
lightning is in that cloud, but as yet it sleeps, and you see no flash! The
linked thunderbolt reposes within its bosom, but you hear no sound!
Another moment and the atmosphere is fraught with death, destruction
flies abroad on the wings of the wind! So it is with the sinner. His
disease has almost reached a meortal crisis, but he feels not his danger;
death is fast spreading through his soul, but he knows it not. The
far.er the baleful influence spreads, J1e more bespotted and infatuated
is the sinner ; the more are his faculties and moral feelings steeped in
insensibility. * A little more sleep,” says he, * a little more slumber, a
little more folding of the hands, a little longer indulgence in sinful
pleasure”—the cloud bursts, and as Satan fell from Leaven, the delu-
ded votarist of sin plunges into destruction and perdition.  Ves, it
may be, that while he is even fascinated with the motions and effects
of sin within him, while he shall bo saying, ** tomorrow shall be ax this
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day and much more abundant,” he shull be called to take the frightful
leap cut of time iuto cternity, to claim companionship with demons,
and to be forever whelmed beneath the raging waves of the lake that
burns with firc and brimstone ! O sin, with what floods of misery and
pollation hast theu deluged the world! In what direction soever we
turn our eyes, we hehold thy direful ravages, we contemplate thy de-
vastating footsteps ' Eldest born of hell! and will men still love thee,
will they still embrace thy scrpent forin? Murderer thou art, stuined
with the gore of innumerable millions, red with the blood of souls! .nd
yet, men nourish thee in their familics, jn their bosoms!! Strange
mfatuation'! Persons who would shriek and shudder, and retrea. con-
vulsed from the uplified head, and spechled convolations of the rattle-
suake, live unalarmed, and sometimes dic dreaming of heaven, with
sin’s whole brood of hell-envenomed vipers coiled around their hearts!
Ifthe rapacious wolf commits depredations in a neighborhood and kills
only a few sheep, the hue and cry is raised, and a hest huuts the cnemy
from the earth ; but sin is permittel to fatten upon souls; this giant
murderer riots in butchery unmolested !

Sinner,upon this awful subject, what rore shall we say 1 The time
would fail us, were we to attemnpt to point out definitely the constitu-
ents of the whole black catalogne of sins now prevalent amoug men—
the wraths, strifes, idolatrics, heresies, envyings, emulations, murders,
revelings, drunkenness and such like.  We say again, judgment, cter-
nity must paint and exhibit this nicture! What a mountain of abomi-
nations has lnst brought forth? Shall we assimilate each sin to a ser-
pent? Then whut a inounsain of serpents ! more, infinitcly more, lofty
than the Alps or the Andes! and each nfinitely more poisonous than
the envenomed adder. 'Will the sinner make an effort to connect this
mountain of serpent-sins with the greater mountain of sin’s direful con-
sequences?  Alas! one of the consequences of sin, and one not less
than others to be deplored, is the apparent incompetency of many sin
uers to pereeive and feel the turpitude of iniquity. Satan’s tempra
tious are barbed arrows with poisoned points! These convey morra
prison to the soul; these cause the fever and delirium of sin ; these a e
Satan’s narcoties, by which he mantles the sinner with the sleep of
moral death, darkens his mcntal eye, and prevents him from sceing the
turpitude of sin.  The disease of sin, is therefore, u disease not by
nature, but by poison, injected by the Devil’s fiery darts; and hence,
the tardiness and apparent reluctance of the sinner, to see his-lost, his
ruined, his perishing condition !

Even the christian, rencwed as lic has been in the spirit of his mind,
and daily experiencing the efficacious remedies of the great physician
of sin-sick souls, feels, tiat by some means, he has received a tremen-
dous moral shock. He feels it in the shortness of his memory, in the
defectiveness of his judgment, in the dimness of his reason, and in the
sometimes capricious freaks of his imagination ; he feels it in the cold-
ness of his heart, in the lightness of his thoughts, in the barrenness of
his mind, in the scantiness of his praises, in the smallness of lifs joys,
and in the poverty of Lis gratitude.  ¥¥e feels within him continuaily,

20
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“ THE LAW oF SIN ANp bEsTH!" These symptoms indicate the depth
and malignity of sin.

Suppose, now, the human family thus deplorably reduced to a guilty
state, heirs of death, obnoxious to the sore displeasure of the Almighty,
and left without any revelation, but one, which should proclaim in-
flexible justice! O! how dreadful the prospect! The trials, the dis.
eascs, the sorrows of this mortal life: death, the grave, judgment, eter
nity !—not one word of mercy !—no ray of hope concerning a resurrec
tion unto life! Nothing but sorrows below; nothing but frowns from
above! Morrible prospect! And yet but for the gospel, this would
have been our condition ; subjected to all the misenies of this life, and
to temporal death, by the sin of Adam, and by our own sins, fitted for
the burnings of eternity; our earth would have been iron, and our
Lieavensbrass. Nothing short of intense and never ceasing misery would
have been our isheritance ! But the gospel brings rArRDoN, bring
LIFE, brings mmorTaLiTY to light! Through the gospel a system
of most efficient remedibs for all our maladies has been presented,

Deep as our helpless miseries ave,
And boundless as our sins!

A physician has been sent us from beyond the skies; a physician
endued with all divine skill and miraculous power; possessed of all
the treasures of wisdom and knowlzdge; furnished with the whol
materia medica of heaven ; whose bosom overflows with perfected be-
nevolence ; whose lieart melts at every prospect of human woe ; bleeds
at every symptom of human sorrow }

He cones the oroken heart to bind,
The bleeding soul to cure;

Aud from the treasures of his grace
T" enrich the humble poor.

(1o be Continued.)
——— .

[FrRoM THE CHRISTIAN BAPTIST.]

ESSAYS ON MAN IN HIS PRIMITIVE STATE, AND UNDER THE

PATRIARCHAL, JEWISH, AND CHRISTIAN DISPENSATIONS.—NO. VII
THE PATRIARCHAL AGE.—NO. IIL.

As we are left to inference to learn the institution of sacrifice ; we
are made dcbtors to the same source of information for all our know-
ledge of-the origin of the priesthood of the patriarchal age. It appesrs
that as God raised up, by a special call and designation, the ancient
prophets ; in a similar way he originated and appointed the first priest
of a public character. TUnder the nccessity of circumstances, in the
cormnencement of the hwnan family, natural brothers and sisters ew
tered into the marriage relation. From a similar necessity, cach per
von who offered up a sacrifice, officiated at the altar. But in process
s tliuc, arrangements, called laws, werc made for the better acconr
phchment of all the high ends of society, both natural and religiows
As the first intimation of sacrifice is made with a refcrence to the mar
tyrdom of Abel, so the first intimatior of a public priest is made with
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a reference to Abraham’s return from the slaughter of the kings. Then
it was that Melchisedee, king of Salem, and priest of the Most High
God, carried out his bread and wine to the pairiarch Abraham, blessed
him, and received from him a tythe of the spoils of war. That this
illustrious priest was immediately called, initiated, and ordained by
God, is not only to be presuined from the circumstances of his appear-
ance in the narrative of Moses, but it is to be lcarned from the com-
ments of Paul in his letter to the Hebrews. There he assures us that
Melchisedec had neither predecessor, nor successor, in his office. He
derived it not by a hereditary right from any ancestor ; and his office
was not, like that of Aaron, to be transmitted by descent to another.
Hence it was of a dignity superior to that of Aaron, which was trans-
ferable, and, except in the case of Aaron, was as hereditary as a fami-
ly name.  Melehisedec was, therefore, invested with the office by 2
special call ; and was publicly recognised by, not only his eotempora-
ries in general, but by the Patriarch Abraham, as the Priest of the
Most High God.

The Greek of Paul in the Hebrews is rather pharaphrased, than
translated by Thompson. But yet he gives the sense pretty well. He
says, ¢ Melchisedec was in the first place, by the interpretation of his
name, king of righteousness ; and in the next place, he was actually
king of Salem ; that is, king of peace ; of whose father and mother
there is no mention, no account of descent, nor of the beginning of his
days, nor the end of hislife. But likened to the Scn of God, he abides
a priest continually.” Paul’s design, as the argument shows, was to
jexhibit the superiority in point of dignity, of the office of Melchisedec
to that of Aaron. Both priests, by a divine call and investiture, yet dif-
ferent in order or dignity. The glory of that of Melchisedec was that
it was underived, and incommunicable. Aaron’s call and appointinent,
were equally divine, but his priesthood was to run through many per-
sons ; each of which was to derive it from, and to communicate it to,
another like himself. Moreover, the office of Melchisedeec was more
public than that of Aaron. One nation ouly claimed an interest in the
ofice of Aaron. But the whole human race had an equal interest in
that of Melchisedec. The fact of the patriarch Abraham receiving
the benediction from Melchisedee, and of Levi and Aaron himself
1oving tythes to Melchisedec in the person of Abraham, exhibited its
superior excellency and glory. No period of time, no length of yzars,
wnpaired the dignity or utility of the officc of Melchisedec. And the
more illustrious fact that the glorious high priest of the christian pro-
fession was constituted according to the order of Melchisedec, and not
according to the order of Aaron, speaks still more distinctly of the su-
perior eminence of the office of the King of Salem ; who wears upon
his head, not the diadem alone, but the mitre also. He wears the
crown and stands before the altar.

That there was a law regulating the rights, honors, scrvices, and
immunities of Melchisedec 1s also to be inferred from the aphorism of
Paul, who makes a change of the priesthaod necessarily productive of
a change also of the law. “For,” says he, “the priesthood being
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changed, there is of necessity a change also in the law.”  This wa,
true in the cusc of Melchisedee and Aarou, or it was to no purpose
to argue the necessity of it in the case of Aaron and Christ. ,

That priests werc common in the patriarchal age, may be learned
{rom the fuct that all the nations of antiquity from the era of Melchise-
dee to that of Aaron, had priests. Joseph married the daughter of
the priest of On. Moses married the daughter of the priest of Midiau.
The priests of Egypt were a numerous class in the days of the Phar
vahs. Their laud was not purchased by Phareah, and they had a por.
tion assigned them by the king. Young men were chosen in Israelto-
officiate as priests before the order of Levi was set apart.  All of which
facts go to shew that priests were appomicd (n all the ancient nation:
before the Aaronic order was instituted. Indced, we find not only
Abel, but Noah, Abraham, Abimeleeh, Laban, Isaac and Jacob officia-
ting at the altar, and performing the office of priests in the patriarchal
age.  So that all the nations must have derived this office and custon
from those favored with divine communications. Notwithstanding that
the patriarchs all officiated at the altar, yet in the call and investiture
of Melchiscdec, there was a peculiarity which elevated him above all
others in that age. He appears to have been as far elevated in dignity
above all who officiated at the altar, above all the patriarchs whe offer
ed victims, as Aaron was above all the priests of the house of Levi.

But we are not to view the office of the priesthood of the patriarchal
ege as exclusively restricted to the duties of the altar. Intercession
and benediction were esscutial parts of the services which they render
ed their cotemporaries. Thus Abraham intercedes for Sodom witha
familiarity and a porseverance which could not have arisen from auy
other reason or cause than a consciousness that in consequence of ¢
diviue appuintment he had more power with God than ordinary mesn.
For the same reas on Melchisedec presuined to bless Abraham ; and
as Paul argues, beyond all contradiction the inferior is blessed by the
superior. For this reason also the other pattiarchs who were, like
Isaac, the first born ; or who, like Jacob, had bought the rights of pri
mogeniture, acted as the priests of the family and blessed their oftspring
and houscholds. It was the disparagement of this honour which made
Esau appear so wicked in selling his birthright for a single mess of
pottage.

A word or two more, and we dismi.s the pricsthood of the patriar
chal age. The origin of this divine institution is to be found in the
fact that no sinful man can have access to God but through a Mediz
tor. This lesson was taught in every age of the world ; and no rel:
gious institution, divincly established, has appeared, in which the offier
of a Mediator, was not the most promincnt part. We see the first e
ligious actions performed on the earth werce at the altar. But there
never would have been pricst, victim, nor iutercessor, had it been com
patible for a friendly correspoudence to have subsisted on any other
terms betweean the Hely Oue who inhabits cternity, and sinful mortak
No man ever could, ever did, or ever will, find access to Gaod, and
ceptance with hua, but through a mediator. No prayers, no intcrees
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sions. no religious services, can avail to any purpese, unless this neces-
sity be known and regarded. It was pare benevolence ou the part of
heaven which first disclosed the sccret, originated the practice, and
through it communicated blessings to men. It was from the plainness
of this necessity that all the worshippers of God, 1n the first age of the
world, so universally and so readily embraced this gracious provision ;
and from the pious fathers of all the nations it became as umversal as
the whole human race. Henee, amongst all people, however rude and
harbarous, however civilized and polished, we find mediators, altars,
and sacrifices. This universal usage, as ancient as the remotest an-
nals of the world, presents to the philosoplic mind a stupendous monu-
ment in favor of supernatural revelation 3 which, like n rock in the
midst of the ocean, provesshat there is a bottom to the mighty deep,
and that so firm as not to be shaken by winds or waves, how turbulent
and boisterous soever. IIow vain, then, the expectation of the Deist,
who, while he admits the truth of one God, expects to come into his
presence without the intervention of sacrifice, altar, or priest. But of
this more fully hereafter, when we come in contact with the sceptics.

————e

WHAT IS THE DESIGN OF BAPTISM 1

A vital question this'—It does appear to me with all due deferenceto
your judgment, Mr. Editor, that the question propos.d is not altogether
satisfactorily answered. Your reply is: * It signities or represents the
death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.” Inmy humbleopinion
it does much more ; it represents the baptism of the Holy Ghost which
1s to follow it, at God’s appointed time, and it must be received as a
pledge, assurance, and symbol of that one only Baptism which 1s pro-
mised at the second coming of our Saviour to abide with us forever, 1t
must be accompanied by faith and assurance that God is faithful, and
that he 1s both able and willing to perform all his promises made to
mankind.—S8z. Matz. iii. 11, St. John says, * I baptise you with water
unto repentance ; but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose
shoes I am not worthy to bear ; he shall baptise you with the Holy
Ghost.” The baptism of Johm was for the remission of sins to those
who repented—Joln was sent to prepare the way for Jesus Christ and
baptise with water. The baptism of Christ was the baptism of the
Holy Ghost, which bestowed supernatural gifts on those who were so
baptised. The former baptism having a saving grace, and the latter
redemption from sin. The one, therefore, to be received in faith, as a
sure pledge for the other at the second coming of our Saviour. I would
therefore caution all my christian brethren to be careful, Jest in con
tending for the shadow they overlook the substance.— St. Matt. xii. 31,
32, « Wherefore T say unto you, all manner of sin and blasphemy
shall be forgiven unto men, bt tue blasphemy agaiust the Holy Ghost
shall not be forgiven unto wmen: Aund whosoever speaketh a word
against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him ; but whosoever speak-
eth against the IToly Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this
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world, neither in the world to come.” Baptism and the Lord’s Suppey
are strictly enjoined in the Gospel. The onc as a type and shadow of
the Baptism of the Holy Ghost ; the other to be received in comme.
moration of Christ’s death and resurrection and of his second coming.
These are my humble views of the subject, and I could enlarge upon
them, but am unwilling to trespass too much on your room, your pages
being circumscribed. VERITAS.

REMARKS ON THE PRECEDING ARTICLE.

In asking the question-—* What is the design of baptism 1"’—I meant,
as every reader must understand, baptism in water. I then proved
beyond successful contradiction, that te penitent believers it was for
remission of sins, or for salvation. My proofs of this Veritas has r.ot
noticed at all, consequeatly it demands no reply. Veritas seems to
understand the reply to the question to be, that baptism signifies or
represents the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ.  Now this
was not the reply to the qubstion, but an argument or criticism on the
reply of others, viz. that baptism is for an *“ outward sign of an inward
work,” &c. I admiited that baptism was ¢ sign (not for a sign) of
something, and that was the death, buriai, and resurrection of Christ.
This I prove from the fact that immersion in water is a burial, and
being raised up out of the water is a resurrection, taking for grented
that the person is first dead, i. e. dead to the world before being buried,
and not that he is dead and raised again before being buried. My
friend has not disputed any thing I wrote ; but he thinks that baptism
represents much more than I have said it does.  In his  humble opi-
aion,” * it represents the baptism of the Holy Ghost which is to follow
it at God’s appointed time ; and it must be received as a pledge, assu-
rance, and symbol, of that one oaly baptism, which is promised at the
sceond coming of our Savior, to abide with us forever.” Whatis to
abide with us forever? Why, according to Veritas, the baptism of the
Holy Ghost.  Strange reasoning this, to talk of a baptism * abiding
with us forever ! Itis well for Veritas that he calls it his “humble
opiniun,” for if he asserted it for a fact, he might be required to prove
it, which he would find a hard task. Where is the proof that the bap-
tism of the Holy Spirit is to follow baptism in water at the second coming
of the Saviour ! Will Veritas produceit? If so, I will willingly bow to
it. Nay, friend Veritas, I must prove to thee, that so far from the
baptism of the Holy Spirit being promised at the second coming of
Christ, it did not even follow baptism in water under the christian insti-
tation, but did precede it ; for not one soul was baptiscd in the name of
Jesus Christ, until after the baptism of the Holy Ghost was performed.
In Matthew jii. 11, Luke iii. 16, and John i. 33, John the Baptist in-
forms ws that he baptised in water, but there was one coming after him
who wauld baptise in the Holy Ghost, and in firc. When did he bap-
tise in the Holy Ghost? Not in his life time. Now pay attention,
friead Veritas, and I will show thee when  God’s appointed time”
was for the promise of the father to be fulfilled. Tum to the 24th
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chapter of Luke, verse 49,—And behold 1 send the promise of my
Father upon you, but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be en-
dued with power from on ligh.” Then turn to the Acts of Apostles,
also written by Luke, and read chapter 1st, from the Ist to the 5th
verse, inclusive, which says, ¢ For John truly baptised in water, but
ye shall be baptised in the Holy Ghost not many days hence.”  'This
shews that they bad not vet been baptised in the Holy Ghost. Now
just revert back to the commission given to the Apostles according to
Matthew and Mark : they were to go and teach and baptise into the
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; and according to Luke xxiv.
47, *and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached
in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.” Now ob-
serve,—John baptised in water, but not “in the name of Yesus Christ.”
The Apostles were to baptize *“in the name of Jesus Christ,” but be-
fore they commenced, they were to tarry in Jerusalem until they re-
ceived the promise of the Father that they should be endued with power
from on high,” or baptised with the Holy Ghost. Now read the 2d
chapter of Acts, and you will find that a few days after Christ gave
this commission, while they were tarrying in Jerusalem, and were with
one accord in one place, they were baptised in the Holy Ghost. After
this they baptised the three thousand believers ¢ in the name of Jesus
Christ.”” 'Thus have I shown that the baptism of the Holy Ghost pre-
ceded baptism “in the name of Jesus Christ for remission of sins.”
Friend Veritas, do you want any thing plainer ? Ifso, look at Acts xi.
15, 16. Here we are informed that the Holy Ghaost fell on the house-
hold of Cornelius as on the Apostles at the beginning. ¢ Then,” says
Peter, “ remembered I the word of the Lord, how that he said John
indeed baptised in water, but ye shall be baptised in the Holy Ghost.”
Now it was after this that Peter commanded them to be baptised in
the name of Jesus Christ. How then, my friend, does baptism in wa-
ter represent that baptism which you say was to follow at Gods ap-
pointed time ? But ¥ am already beyond my intended limits, and must
close by saying to fiiend Veritas, thou must read thy bible more care-
- fully, so that when thou writest again I may say to thee, Dueuisti
Veritas. L. B.

—— e

MODERN GOSPEL.—No. 11

FOR THE CHRISTIAN.

Mr. Epsror,—That the Gospel is the power of God unto salvation
there is no doubt ; but then it is to those that believe, and those only.
But ¥ would ask, can it be so to the heathen nations, the idolaters,
the Deists, the Atheists, and the Jews? Certainly not; and these cha-
racters will exist as long as the world stands, without the interposition
of God’s spint, who has declared he will reason and plead with men
to convert them. You have, Mr. Editor, distorted my words, and
reasoned upon false premises, whether to display your own knowledge,
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(or T should rather say want of knowledge) I cannot say, but having
heaten about the bush, you have at last had the sagacity to find out my
meaning, which was as clear as the sun at noon day. I would obscrve,
the world embraces the whole globe, and if men will not read their
bibles, or study it, is it God’s fault 1 Certainly not.  With regard to
your childish simile (and childish enough it is), let us suppose this
child is able to lift 300 Ibs. weight, and his father orders him to do so,
and he refuses, whose faultis it? It then hecomes the duty of the Fa.
ther to make him to do it, or else to punish him for his disobedience.
In this relation stands the Gospel: it is not God’s fault that men will
not obey the gospel ; but then it becomes his duty to punish them, and
make them obey him ; and has he not deelared every koee shall bow
unto him. God has required nothing of man but what he is able to
perform, if willing, but there must first be a willing mind. Now to
the point. You say, ¢ we imagine that Le is of opinion that the Holy
Ghost must be poured outy in order to give the present revelation efiect.”
Certainly : Joel 2: 28, * And it shall come to pass in those days, that
I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh,” (mind, upon all flesh, not a
few) rcad to the end of the chapter.  Isalah, making mention of the
blessings of Christ’s kingdom, and the desolation that shall precede it,
says it shall last until the spirit from on high be poured out, and
the wilderness be a fruitful field, and the fruitful ficld be counted as a
forest. Do the present times resemble this propheey? ¢ And I will
give them one heart, and put a new spirit within you, and I will pu
my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes.” Jer. 31:
31; Heb. 8: 8; 10: 16; Lzek.36: 27 And all her children shail
be taught of the Lord, and great shall be the peace of her children.”
Isaiah 54: 13. Is that peace established yot? The gospel confirms
this, St. John, 6: 44, « No man can come unto mc except the Father
which has sent me draw him, and X will raise him up at the last day.
It is writte: in the Prophets, and they shall be taught of God.” Hov
are we to be taught of God, but by his spirit. 'We have authority from
St. Paul that all isnot finished. For he says, ** we know in part and
we prophecy in part, but when that which is perfect is come, then that
which is in part shall be done away.” 1f;, Mr. Editor, you trace your
bible, you will find shadows always come before the substance, and the
baptism of the Holy Ghost at the day of Pentecost to a few, was butas
shadow of what it would be to all, when Christ’s kingdom is established
on ecarth it must remain with ns for ever; this is the other comforter
which God will send in his name. The fulfilment of a thing is the ac-
complishment of it, and surely no man will be mad enough to a ssert
that all the types, shadows. parables, prophecies and promises in the
law.and the gospel are fulfilled. You quote Matthew, Mark, and Lube
—< And he said unto them, there are some standing here,” (mark
some)  which shall not aste of death till they have seen the kingdon
of God come with power.” You observe, the kingdom of God should
come with power during the lifetime of those who heard ; (mark thost
who heard, and this only during their life time,) and of course thost
who believed in him, but not to the rest of the world ; thereby proving
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that it wis not universal, which is promised it shall be in the end. It
came with power to those who were haptised with the Holy Ghost.
A shadow this of what the substance should be to all prior tothe second
coming of Christ. Those who received the Baptism of John, were
enabled to speak "with tongues, and had other gifts; these were for a
sign, not for those who believe, but for those who believe not; but
these were to show forth God’s power. You state that not a person
on earth believed that the Messiah would die a sin offering, or rise from
the dead, from Eve to Mary Magdalen.  True, and they are as much
in the dark as to the manner in which Christ will bring in his kingdom
on earth.  In short, you bring forth arguments to confute your own
doctrine, in many instances; upon this question read Isaiah, 29th
chapter, 9:h verse, to the end.

Question the second. Has the kingdom which was announced during
the personal ministry of the Lord Jesus as *“athand” come. This
question I have already answered—certainly not, or our Saviour would
not have taught us to pray for it ; and no man in his senses can believe
1t, if he reads the scriptures. Isit not written, blindness has happened
in part to Israel, untd the fulness of the Gentiles be come in, when all
Israel shall be saved. Has their eyes been opened? Has God called
the Jews from all nations whither soever he has scattered them? Is
Jerusalem now built? Do all nations of the earth know God? Does
righteousness and peace reign upon the earth 7 Does the knowledge of
God cover the earth as the waters cover thesea? And how much more
could f mention, which must take place when our Saviour reigns.
You quote a passage from Paul to the Collossians: * Who has deli-
verad us from the power of durkness, and hath transformed us into
the kingdom of his dear son.”” True, but that us is not the whole
world. Now, hear what he says to the Romans, 8th chapter, 231
verse. * For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth
in pain together uatil now. And not only they, but ourselves also,
who have the first fruits of of the spirit,” (mark the first fruits) * even
we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit,
the redemption of our bodies.” Is this like our Savior’s peaceable
kingdom being established, or the commencement of his reign? These
received the promise of transformation into the kingdom of his dear
Son. 1In short, I have not time or patience to go through all the mis-
taken idcas expressed by you, and if I had, I fear it would be like cast-
mg pearls before swine ; for you appear determined to misunderstand
me.  The parables all stand for the end, and the good wine at the
marriage feast, which was reserved to the last, prefigured the good
frat which God would present to us at the last days. Well might God
declare, ““ my people perish for want of knowledge.”  Your doctrine,
of “ all being finished,” is a most ruinous and destructive doctrine, and
Iam persuaded many will have reason to curse the hour they firstadopted
1t; nor would I employ my time 1n writing against such false doctrine
were it not in the hope of preveuting at least some of your readers from
being led away by it. I shall conclude this by observing, that God has
declared that in the latter day the wisdom of the wise should perish,

21
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and the understanding of the prudent man should be hid. 'T'herefore,
to God alone 1 look for wisdom, and not from man ; and I recommeng
to your readers, to judge nothing before the time of God’s visitation,
but te be looking for it

Yours, A SuBnsCRIBER.

REMARKS.

“ A4 Subscriber’s” third letter is before you—~According to our sti-
pulations he had no right to a place in our pages. After the assertions
made in the former articles, reason would say, * prove your assertions.”
‘We are not about to write a reply to this article. We purpose only
noticing a few points, and then Jeave it with our readers.

A Subscriber has asserted—Ist. That the original gospel precched by
the Apostles, and exhibited in its native simplicity, is not sufficient to
convert men without another revelation of the spirit. Not ene passage
has been yet quoted to prove this. Those referred to neither express
nor imply any such doctine. Many of them refer to something else ;
most generally to the future destinies of the Church of Christ when he
shall again * eome to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in
all them that believe ;> or to that which has transpired ; for example,
in his third number he refers us to Acts ii. to prove a future baptism
of the Holy Spirit. Now, 1if the reader will epen the book, and read
this chapter, he will see that the Apostle declares that God had fulfifl-
ed that promise. Hear him, * and having rceeived of the Father the
promise of the Holy Spirit he hath shed forth this which you now see
and hear. But this was only a shadow ! Admirable logic ! A bap-
tism of the Holy Spirit a shadow of a baptism in the Holy Spirit !—
Worse and worse ! John’s baptism enabled those who received it to
speak ¢ with tongues,” says our correspondent ; but so does not say
Doctor Luke. ear him, Acts xix. ; in this chapter he tells us, that
Paul baptised twelve men in Ephesus, who had been baptised ‘¢ unto
John’s baptism,” but they did not speak with tongues until Paul
laid bis hands on them ; no, they had not even heard whether there
was a Holy Spirit to be received, much less had they known any thing
about spiritual gifts. Selak.

Again—2d. He has, by his silence, admitted the necessity of receiv-
ing new ideas from God in order to be under kis spiritual influence.—
‘We say he hes admitted this 5 * for,” he says, ‘ so the scriptures de-
clare.”” The proof hias been demanded, but he is silent. Remember
this,

3. He has repeatedly asserted the necessity of a ¢ light from on
high” to enable us to understand the scriptures.  But not one solitary
scrap from the volume of inspiration has been quoted. Does this show
respect for the word of God ? )

4. He continues to assert that the kingdom of the Lord Jesus or of
God has not yet come, and endeavours to impress on the reader’s mind
the idea that we supposed that the Atheist, Deist, &c. are in it.  Why
not meet the position manfully, without any low inuendoes? Why not
say that the kingdom of Great Britain 4s not established over England,
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rcland, and Scotland, because there are men in those places who set
the laws at defiance ' We belicve no man in the hingdom of Jesus
Christ who is not ¢ born of water and spirit.”’—John, iii. 5.

The Lord Jesus said that his kingdom should come with power ua-
ring the lifetime of some that then composed his audience.  After this
Paul said that it kad come, and that the disciples were in it ; and yet
.1 Subscriber’ says that it hus not coma. He must settle this ques-
tion at a higher tribunal.

{a his last paragraph .4 Subscriber” has made an expression for
us, aud marked it as a quotatioa, viz. ¢ All being finished.” We never
made such an asscrtion with reference to the Gospel or men’s salva-
tion. The doctrine and language is wholly manufactured for us. How
desperate must that caase be, which calls for such an uacandid course !

There are scveral sentences quoted from the word of God which are
evidently misapplicd ; but none more so than the refercnces to the Pro-
phets. When we have more time our readers shall have a correct
“view of them.

There are many things in a ¢ A Subscriber’s” articles which we
were surprised to read from the pen of a geutleman—tuo low for our
notice.  Will he read them again, and ask himself if they comport with
the style of a man of refinement—to say nothing of a christian '—
“ Beating about the bush ; * leading captive silly women ;71 ¢ child-
ish similies ;" * casting pearls before swine,” &, &, These arc ar-
guments that we canuot auswer.  “.\ subscriber” mast therefore be
left with this wreath of laurels alvae in his glory.  We desire not one
of them. Eprrox.

1 We heard once of au Lsquue who did not lead caplive silly women, bat was se
fascmated with the tone, anecdotes, and doctrine of a * silly wowan,” as publicly to

prostrate lumsell befure her for her intercession with God, perhaps {or the «Jight
from on hugh ;" “ the Baptisus of tho IHoly Ghost,” or, ‘¢ the kingdom to come.”’
3 1 Y g

"

—— G S

SUCCESS OF THE ANCIENT GOSPEL.

There are now some Zen or fwelee mouthly publications in America,
pleading the same cause that we are, viz.: The ancient faith and prac-
t'ce of the primitive disciples ;—no Lord but Jesus—uno Creed but the
Word of God—uo practices to imitate Lut those of the inen who lived
with the Apostles.

Having a little leisure, we were desirous of knowing bow many had
beea added to the cougregations of the Lord, in America, during the
year 1830.  We hastily read over the ¢ Ecclesiastical News” of the
“ Heret.. Detector,” a monthly publication, conaining abont as much
matter as the ¢ Christian.”  1a that we found reported, as added to
the churches, by those who labor in * word and doctrine,” upwards of
Five Thousand ! besides a parucular account of the congregations in
Indiana, in whichthelocation of 119 churches is given, numbering about
Eight Thousand ; and in a * Detcctor™ just come to hand, an indivi-
dual, apparently acquainted with the state of things there, says that
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report is only about one half of the number who profess to be aspiring
for the Apostolic fuith and practice.

The above arc only a small part of the churches or additions. From
a hasty glance, we judge that the “ Millenial Harbinger” and * Chris-
tian Preacher,” would each nearly equal the * Detector,” and then
there is the * Morning Watch,”  Christian Publisher,” * Berean,”
‘¢ Apastolic Advocate,” ¢ Disciple,” * Evangelist,” &¢ This season,
then, has been a favorable one for the Ancient Gospel. May the Lord
bless all the Holy brethren, and may they not only embrace the true
Gospel, but, by their devotion to God, show that it 1s the power of God
10 salvation! The Evangelists should not only be very zealous to per-
suade sinners to turn to the Lord, and get theminto the fold of Christ,
but the Bishops of the congregations should do their duties faithfully,
in “ leading them into green pastures beside the still waters;” they
should watch for their souls as those who must give account.

In future we shall give a short synopsis of the success of the truth,
in the following abbreviated manner :

J. B. Feacuson writes from Middleburg, Ohio, Nov. 1, that he had
just made an excursion through Eastern Virginia. ¢ Absent two
months--delivered thirty discourses—and from thirty to thirty five
submitted to the Lord.”

Henry L. Darvy, Okio, Oct. 26, reports the immersion and addi-
tion of Ziwenty-siz to the church at Sugar Creek. Brother Dowling
informed him that he had baptised seventy-siz since harvest.

Josern Greew, Alabama, Oct. 20, reports the conversion of sizteen
in the region of his labours within a short time.

WirLiay Crawrorp writes from Kentucky that there are are 500
disciples in one County not yet reported in the periodicals, and that
there had been an addition of from 50 to 100 in three months. He
concludes by saying, “ East of the Kentucky River they are bowing
to the authority of the Gospel by scores.”

Saint Jonn, N. B.—The Church of Christ in this City, as to num-
bers, has been stationary for several months; but within a few weeks
we immersed two young persons, and two others united, who had
previously been baptised. ~ We are living in peace, and always have
interesting meetings when we meet to commemorate the death of our
blessed Redecmer.

Since the Church was organised in June, 1834, there have been
about 100 added to it, ncarly all by immersion—some have moved
away; a few excluded, who had turned aside to satan. Some at the
present time are inactive ; Zhrec have died, rejoicing in full assucance
of a glorious immortality ;—leaving the present number of living active
members between 60 and 70.

Brother Benjamin Howard writes from Cornwallis, that he had lately
had two baptising seasons—six at one time, and five at another. His
only son among the number. We feel very grateful to the Lord for
this news.  We rejoice with Brother Howard, and pray that his son
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may be o great help to him in the kingdom of our blessed Redeemer ;
and that when the Lord calls him to his reward, his son may take his
place on the walls of Zion.

NEWS ¥FROM BRITAILN.

In the course of the last month we have received eight numbers of a
jmonthly periodical devoted to the advancement of Primitive Christianity.
§The work is called “Cunisriay Messencer anp REFaRMER, and con-
tains essays, addresses, orations, Letters, &c.; London : published by
Simpkin, Marshall, & Co. Stationer’s Hall Court, Loadon ; T. Kirk,

rinter, Nottinghanm. The third volume commenced in March. It is
% very neatly printed pamphlet of thirty-six pages, duodecimo, at the
Jow price of four pence. We wish our active brother Wallis success
qual to his largest desires. DMay the trath which he and his friends
e instrumental in laying before the inhabitants of Britain, prove to
fhem the greatest of blessings.  Subscriptions taken at this office.

J. Brigus—Newcastle-upon- Tyne, June 24, 1839. ¢ If any thing
of importance had occurred, 1 should have informed you, but now I
pave news to forward, which I know will rejoice your heart, as well as
{he hearts of angelic beings. Atthe formation of the congregation in Fe-
fruary, we met in an upper room, capable of holding only twenty or
hitty persons, and we were obliged 10 remain in it three months. * * *
puring that period, we were favored with a very interesting visit from
Brother Shaw, of the Huddersfield. ® * *  We then removed to a
Broc school room, at the opening of which we were favored with the
Bluable assistance of a Brother from Sunderland. * * *

{ “Lord’s Day, June 16th, was a glorious day, and will ever be re-
dembered by us. T'he labors of the day commenced early in the morn-
iz, between seven and eight o’clock, by immersing, for the remission

{ains, in the River T'yue, six individuals, four males and two females,
o are added to our number.” * ® ® hd

“ Nottingham, July 26, 1839.—We are happy to inform our read-
%, that the disciples in Nottingham are gradually on the increase.
e progress made since the commencement of the presentyear, is as
lows : January, received by confession and immersion for the remis-
gn of sins, four; February, three; March, six; April, eight; May,
%ee; June, one; July, ten; one from the Scotch Baptist, and one

Hm the Brethren in Wrexham.

3 The prospeets are still very encouraging. A meeting honse, which
the year 1817 was erected by the Independents near the centre of
town, and capable of accommodating from seven to eight hundred

ple, has been purchased by the brethren, and is now refitting for

Juse of those who desire to know and practice the whole truth, as

caled in the New Testament.  'We recommend all our brethren to

guch Jesus as the resurrection and the life : the belief of this fact,
th the consequent obedience and results, is alone sufficient to fill the

d with joy unspeakable and full of glory.

{ During the present month, we have been enabled o steal away

&
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from home aud business, for about ten days; in which period we vi-
sited Manchester, Liverpool, Glasgow and Edinburgh.  Many ther
are in these and other places who groan under the soul-withering and
destroying systems of sectartanism, but who, at preseut, have not the
courage and self-denial to arise and forsahe such misery and confusion,
T'he business of thns hife, family connexions, early and long-continued
asgociations, all stand in the way of a speedy and practical reform.—
Mark viii. 38.

“ In Glasgow, we had the pleasure of immersing five into Jesus fu
the remission of all past sins, who, we hope, will meet together o
the first day of the week, to obey him in all the things he has appointed
for their comfort and edification. .

« In Edinburgh, we had the pleasure of addressing about fifty breth
ren, who, in their views and practices, are far advanced in the prine
ples of reformation. It is with pleasure we learned, while in Scotlaad
that there are ubout twelve brethren in Pertk who hold the doctrined
remission, by faith and obedience, and who meel every first day, t
countend for and practice all the truth.

« In Pusley there are some excellent brethren who take great pleasur
in reading and circulating the * Christan Mcssenger and Reformer?
‘The prospects in Liverpool are by no means d scouraging.  In Ma
chester there are some, we trust, who will shcrdy become obedient
the faith.”

« From Scotland, Aug. 19, 1839.—While the gathering of al
disciples together ander the influence of the Ancient Order is taly
place in various parts of the country, the work of excision is also pw
gressing, and various individuals have, in difiercnt places of the Nor
of England, been separated for what is called the Leresies of Cany
bellism.  Somie grave tules could be told on this subiect, which, wi
once we have the penny post, will be made kucwa through the lengf
and breadth of the lanc.”

[The above reminds us of a picee of inteilizence from Norih Drita:
via Upper Canada.  “ 1 learn,” says the winer, “from private let
from Dundgec, that there was a young man a ¢ City Missionary’ f
Dandee to Aberdeen, where he was brought under discipline in
Aberdeen church for nabibing the scatiments of A. Campbell. He
came to liis native place, and joined the church of which he wasi
merly @ member. The Aberdeen chiureh wrote to the brethrenin D

dee respecting him. His case was under consideration when myk
formant left. ~ The church did not know what to do respectiag M,
they ¢ could find no faultm hun.” "This inay be new to you, but noth:
strange. We see the leaven of reformation is working ; and I
that the little leaven in Dundee 1nay shortly leaven the whole m
# Truth is mighty above all things and will prevail.’ ” Amen.—En]

“ Wrerham, August 31, 1839.~—~My principal reason for writir;
you, in addition to an interchange of friendly correspondcnee, is 10f
form you that our few brethrea in Liverpool have commenced the
sembling of themselves together as a church of Jesus Christ ; andbs
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taken a central and spacious room for the purpese of meetng on the
Lord’s day. I had the pleasure of spending Lord’s day, the 18th 1nst.
with them ; we had ahappy day.  We broke bread, &e. &e. (in num-
ber nive) in the afternoon. I proclaimed the gospel, morning and
evening, to as many people as could be expected, uuder all circum-
stances. * * * T am sure there is a fine field for exertion aud useful-
uess in Liverpool, providing there wus resideut a competent e4d active
proclaimer of the arcient gospel : of such a person I fear our brethren
will find themselves deficient for a while. T hope they will stand firm
and united, and edify cach other, aud then, doubtless, althiough not
very gifted, they will make progression.
“ Your brother in Christ, Evan Jenkins.”

[P

ELDER BENJAMIN HOWARD.

Some time since we received several communications for the Chris-
tian from Brother Iovard.  In our last we promised .um a hearing.

Ve have not laid his articles by out of auy disrespect to him; but we
ave some doubts whether his commuunications, at this time, would
ubserve that cause for which both of us have made many sacrifices—
or which we have suffered :lander aud reproach, and for which we
xpect to be opposed, so long as men will not bow submussively to the
ord Messiah.

During this month we have received two lung letters from im ; and,
vith reference to his former communications, he says, * you must al-
ow me to be the best judge as to the subjects which will answer for the
eld of my Iaber.”  We have no question as to his judgment in this
articular ; but he must remember that the Christian is read 10 other
laces beside Nova Scotia. It is to be feared, that a disquisition on an
affairs quite local, night prove of but little beuefit to the community at
arge.  That Brothcr Howard has been treated ungentlemanly by hus
bpposers we Lave no doubt, but he miust remember that that is part of
is reward.  Thie good things promiscd by the Savior were connected
ith  persecutions.”  Some persous call nothing persecution but im-
risonment, stoniug, confiscation of good, burning, or the gibbet;
utto accuse a man with holding doctiives most cbhorrent to lus soul, or
irectly the reversc of those which bie ducs Lelieve and advocate, in order
oinduce others to opposc and hate Lim, is persccution. Noubing
ut the wholesome laws of the land prisent such men from firing the
ageot arotind the person whom they thus traduce.  Brother Howard
as been accused of preacling every thing tlat is bad, but those who
ave heard him most frequently Lave been unable to detect any prin-
iple advocated by him, which not only accords with the book, dut is
ound there in so many words.
| None of his oppnsers, not cven his worst enemies, can say one word
aeainst his christian character; sceing then that Le is oppused purely
for conscience sake, who can be surprised at the folluwing rewarks
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from Lis pen; we are astonished that he can treat his opposers with
so mueh mildness. 4

“ There arc maay preachers in this Province wlio thiuk it exceed.
ingly irrdigious 1o Lold pullic discussions ; but at the sawe time warn
people pullicly and privatcly against us, telling them that we hold
and preach false doctrive.  When we call on them publicly to come
vut before the people aud show in what our error lics, they gain the.
victory by taking to their heels. X

* This is, therefore, respectfully to request of all the public men-in
Nova Scotia gunerally, and the Baptist Muisters in pariicular, eithet
to come wut inaufully aud discuss publicly the differvnces between us,
or to hold their peace. o

¢ PROPOSITIONS. ’

1. The Kingdom or Church of Christ was established on the day,
of Pentecost, and not before as the Baptists say. o

2, The New Testament, which is binding on all men, wherever itis
made hnown, cane ia force after the Messiali’s death, and was opened
on the day of Pentecost. :

«3. Taith, Repentance, and Tmmersion, stand in the order of the
Gospel prior to, and for the remission of sins.

** 4. That the practice of demanding an ‘exaperience’ as evidenceof
remissivn of sius, befure baptisin, is unscriptural and detrimentul to the
progress of the gospel. i

¢« 3. Faith is an act of the creature, in simply believing the truth,,

6. Renentance in man is a turning from sin. ‘

«7. The Holy Spirit reproves the uubcliever, and comforts the child
of God, only through the word of God. -

«8, The doctrine that God made a covenant of Grace with his sor
before the foundation of the world, in which he gave him a definite
part of the human family, to the exclusion of the rest, is false, disho,
noring to God, and injurious to mankind.

1 pledge myself to sustain the affirmative of the above propositions
aguinst auy respectable minister in Nova Scotia, under proper regulz:
tions—haviug an cqual vete as to the number of moderators, time an
place. ‘

“ BENJAMIN HOWARD™

Our priucipal reason fur giving this a place in the Christian is, that
our readers may hnow what principles Brother Howard advocates, and
that they may also hnuw what they opposc. Here is no underhand
work—all is open and plain.  Xere is an opportunity for the lovers of
truth to approve ur defeud. 'We will pledge ourselves that Brother
Howard will treat every man with the utinost respect, and will oppose
nothing but their systcms. Epirok, .

L3 Wk regret tv say that additional sreelligence from Escrasn, and several othét
Commamcatons, amoug which is a fine piece of Pootry, arc crewded out. )



