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NOTES AND
COMMENTS

By J. L. BYER

Feeding of Sweetened Water From 
Cappings.

; In December C. B. J. the writer com
mented on Alexander’s opinion ns to 
quality of honey vinegar made from 

: the washing of cappings, and although 
s very serious objection to Mr. Alex- 

der's plan of feeding sweetened 
ater from cappings came to my mind 

I st the time, for want of space I did 
not mention It. I refer to the danger 

[of scattering foul brood through the 
Mary. Mr Holtermann has stated the 

ItUe so tersely In Gleanings, I cannot 
[to better than copy what he says. 

Her quoting a correspondent who had 
ritten that Alexander’s plan was a 

|*ray of sunshine," Mr. Holtermann 
1»; "Thanks! Not for me until fou! 
od Is no more In the world. One 

ewn or unknown diseased colony In 
apiary may Infect all the sweet 

tier, and the ray of sunshine’ be- 
a very thunder-cloud to break 

ghr your head. I have known large 
ries ruined by one dose of feeding 

I* honey. To feed back honey Is 
wise and dangerous. To feed back 
ley from cappings Increases the 
*r of Infection." Some may say 

W they are sure there Is no

foul brood among their bees. While 
this may be so, If there Is any foul 
brood In the vicinity, I doubt If we can 
ever be positive In making claims like 
that, and personally I prefer to 
preface such claims with "not to 
my knowledge." To Illustrate what 
I mean, let me give the following 
experience: Four years ago a yard of 
bees was for sale near us, and, In com
pany with the Inspector, we visited the 
apiary and inspected every colony, 
thoroughly examining every comb. Al
though we found a few colonies dis
eased, yet I decided to take the risk of 
buying 34 very strong, healthy colonies. 
As It was near the first of June, I felt 
reasonably sure that no disease would 
break out In the healthy colonies, par
ticularly as no robbing had taken place. 
However, I decided to keep a close 
watch, and towards the close of the 
clover flow I found the genuine article 
In four colonies. At the close of the 
season I examined all again and found 
nothing, but the following spring. In 
fruit bloom, I found slight traces of 
disease In two colonies. Needless to 
say, I would likely have rued the mat
ter bitterly If I had washed out the 
cappings and fed the sweetened water 
to all the bees. While my other two 
yards are “above suspicion,” yet I 
wouldn't think of such a thing as feed
ing them any honey back, the benefits 
gained being not proportionate to the 
risks Involved.
Crating Sixty-pound Tins For Shipping 

Possibly all dealers prefer to have 
the 60-pound cans crated. To be sure,

t
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It Is not safe to ship liquid honey In 
any kind of cans unless they are well 
crated. But for buckwheat honey I cer
tainly would not think of going to the 
trouble of crating the tins If the honey 
was granulated when sale was made. 
The freight Is cheaper, of course, on 
the crated cans, but the difference Is 
not enough to pay for the crating. 
What buckwheat I had this year, most 
of It was sent to Montreal. The freight 
on uncrated cans, first-class, Is 50 cents 
per hundred pounds, and on crated 
second-class, 44 cunts per hundred 
pounds. That would be 60 cents on 
the 1,000 In favor of the crated, but 60 
cents would not nearly cover the cost 
of crating the 16 tins necessary to hold 
the 1,000 pounds of honey.

Speaking of the Montreal market, It 
is surprising what a difference there Is 
between Toronto and Montreal In the 
demand for buckwheat honey. I pre
sume at present one could easily dis
pose of 50,000 pounds of good clover 
honey In Toronto at a good price, but 
It would be a puzzler for the writer to 
sell 500 pounds of buckwheat there at 
anything near Its market value.
Closing Entrances of Colonies, Winter

ing Outdoors.
Taking his cue from Hershlser's Idea 

of confining the bees In the hives 
while In the cellar, Editor Root has 
gone a step farther and made a lot of 
wire-cloth screens to close up en
trances on hives left outdoors. The 
Idea, of course, is, that on days too 
cold for the bees to fly without great 
numbers of them being lost, the bees 
enticed out by the warm sun will fly 
against the walls of the wire cage, and 
on feeling the cold air will crawl back 
into the hive and rejoin the cluster 
again. In theory the thing \ orks out 
beautifully, and Friend Root, in De
cember 15th Gleanings, waxes quite 
enthusiastic over results of his experi

ments with the cages up to that date.

However, in January 1st Gleanings he 
Is not so sanguine, and I should think 
by his attitude that he is preparing to 
declare In the near future that the Idea 
does not work out as well In practice 
as in theory. In commenting on Dr. 
Miller’s remarks on the idea, Mr. Rout 
says: "The more we test these cages 
for outdoor bees, the more we feel un
certain of their value. I am fearful 
that they may do more harm than 
good; but if the bee-keeper could be 
on hand at the right time, and take 
them off before the bees know they 
are confined, and keep them In at other 
times when they ought not to come 
out, wrhy, they should do more good 
than harm." I believe the average bee
keeper will decide that there are too 
many “ifs" and “buts" in the road to 
take chances by trying the plan on a 
very extensive scale the first time. 
Personally, would much prefer to stand 
by the well-known plan of leaning 
boards up over the entrances. This 
effectually stops the sun from shining 
Into the entrances, and I don’t think 
many bees will be enticed out In un
seasonable weather. Of course, If no 
one happened to be around when a 
suitable day for a flight came, the 
boards would be a disadvantage, but 
not to the extent that the wire cages 
would be. Have known large yards 
to be left with the boards In front dur
ing a fine warm day and no bad re
sults to follow. Would not, however, 
recommend any one to take chances In 
this way; the occurrences mentioned 
were caused by the owner being un
avoidably absent at the time. As *o 
the advantages of having bees con- j 
fined to the hives while in the cellar, 
opinions of cellar-winterers seem to 
vary greatly. While Mr. Hershiser j 
claims to have had good results In I 
using his bottom-board, particularly I 
designed for closing the hives while 
In the cellar, other bee-keepers unhesi

tatingly cond 
Ing especially 
the other, as 
It only fair t 
can make out, 
have ever te 
«Imply theor 
Friend Hershl 
chlnson gives 
In an editorla 
concluding as 
bottom-board 
but I think it 
vantages will 
Dear me, but ^ 
even if I were 
dare to “sit” ot 
board like tha 
‘here was no t 
personal contai 
hlser for at lea 
How to Use th 

Just as I am 
this Issue a letl 
one ot Ontario’s 
requesting me t 
February C. B. J 
press. The write 

I take him about i 
I wax from old 

steam presses as 
a half a day wil 
From what Mr. 
have reported, I 
estimate of the < 
presses are not fi 
modus operandl I 
will as briefly aa 
proceed to melt ui 
I take it for grar 
Pondent is famllia 
lion ot the Gemmi 
up no space in c 
lion of the Gemmil 
stove In an outb 
kettle outdoors ca 
weather a warm t 
the warmer the be 
the press, a wash



1 HE CANADIAN BEE JOURNAL. 87

eanlngs he 
ould think 
•eparlng to 
at the idea 
In practice 
ng on Dr.
. Mr. Rout 
hese cages 
re feel un
ira fearful 
mrm than 
r could be 

and take 
know they 
In at other 
t to come 
more good 
’erage bee- 
re are too 
he road to 
plan on a 

drat time, 
er to stand 
>f leaning 
tees. This 
>m shining 
lon’t think 
out In un- 
urse, If no 
d when a 
came, the 
.ntage. but 
wire cages 
irge yards 
front dur- 

ao bad re- 
t, however, 
chances In 
mentioned 
being un- 

ne. As to 
bees con- 
the cellar, 

s seem to 1 
Hetshiser 
results In ( 

lartlcularly 
lives while I 
ers unhesi

tatingly condemn the plan. Not be
ing especially Interested one way or 
the other, as I winter outdoors, I tjilnk 
It only fair to say that as near as I 
can make out, none of the "dissenters" 
have ever tested the plan, and are 
simply theorizing. This much In 
Friend Hershlser’s favor. Editor Hut
chinson gives his views on the subject 
In an editorial In December Review, 
concluding as follows: "The Hershlser 
bottom-board Is a harmless Invention, 
but I think It costs more than Its ad
vantages will warrant one to pay.” 
Dear me, but W. Z. has nerve! Why, 
even If I were so disposed, I wouldn't 
dare to “sit” on the Hershlser bottom- 
board like that, unless assured that 
‘here was no possibility of coming In 
personal contact with Friend Hers
hlser for at least a year or more!
How to Use the Gemmill Wax-press.

Just as I am concluding “Notes" for 
this Issue a letter is handed me from 
one of Ontario's well-known apiarists, 
requesting me to give my method In 
February G. B. J. of using the Gemmill 
press. The writer claims that It would 
take him about a week to get as much 
wax from old combs with his two 
steam presses as I am able to get In 
a halt a day with the Gemmill press. 
From what Mr. Greiner and others 
have reported, I have an Idea that his 
estimate of the capacities of the two 
presses are not far out, and while the 
modus operandl Is simplicity Itself, I 
will as briefly as possible tell how I 
proceed to melt up old combs Into wax. 
I take It for granted that my corres
pondent Is familiar with the construc
tion of the Gemmll press, so shall take 
up no space In describing the same, 
tlon of the Gemmill press, so shall take 
stove In an outbuilding or an Iron 
kettle outdoors can be used. In cold 
weather a warm room Is a necessity, 
the warmer the better. In addition to 
the press, a wash-boiler, dipper and

tins for the wax are required. Put 
the boiler with soft water on the stove, 
quantity of water to be Judged by the 
amount of comb to be melted. When 
water Is about boiling, commence put
ting In the broken comb, stirring con
tinually, as heavy, pollen-filled pieces 
of comb will sometimes stick to the 
bottom and burn. The quantity of 
comb that can be dissolved will depend 
on size of boiler, but It U not wise to 
fill too full, as there Is more danger 
of the wax boiling over. When all Is 
thoroughly melted, It Is bes.. It pos
sible, to slip the lids of the stove under 
the boiler, as there Is no use In allow
ing the melted comb to become too 
hot. A person, however, can avoid this 
by putting In a dipperful of cold water 
occasionally, a pall of which should 
always stand near the stove to be used 
In case of emergency. I forgot to men
tion that It Is necessary to have a 
kettle full of boiling water, the use of 
which will be explained later.

If the press has not been In the 
house for some time, it will be neces
sary to warm it thoroughly with hot 
water before using It, as a cold press 
would have a tendency to chill the 
melted comb. Have the press placed as 
near the stove as possible, remove the 
follower, place the burlap In the form 
and proceed to dip the melted comb 
and water from the boiler Into the 
press. Quite a large quantity of free 
wax and water will, of course, ru i oft 
before pressure Is applied, but keep 
on dipping till the form is nearly full, 
then fold the burlap nicely over the 
top and place the follower. As to the 
burlap, It wants to be big enough, yet 
not too big; a little experience will be 
better than a page of written Instruc
tions as regards telling any one the 
proper size of burlap to use.

Now apply pressure, very slowly at 
first, to avoid wax coming up between 
follower and form, as It will do If 
pressed out too fast, as the wax can-
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not escape fast enough through cleats 
on sides of form. Keep putting on 
pressure at Intervals until the screw 
Is down about as far as It Is possible 
to make It go, then take off the pres
sure, lift out the follower, open up the 
burlap and thoroughly saturate the 
mass with boiling water from the tea 
kettle, which has been mentioned be
fore. Now fold back the burlap, place 
the follower and apply pressure again. 
The mass of slum gum should not be 
over three-quarters of# an Inch thick 
when the work Is completed. To re
move the slum gum In the burlap, 1 
have found the quickest way Is to lift 
out the form, follower and slum gum, 
walk outside, turn the form upside 
down on a board, and place one of my 
No. 7's on the mass, dislodging It ln- 
stanter. Have another piece of burlap 
ready, so that while you are putting In 
next batch In the press, your assistant 
can be shaking the slum gum from 
piece of burlap No. 1. By so doing 
much time Is gained, and, by the way, 
when you or your assistant have burn
ed your fingers while handling the 
mass of slum gum out of the press, you 
will begin to see how absurd Is the 
claim that the “melted comb'Is apt to 
get chilled while In the press." The 
foregoing Is as simply as I can state 
the methods used when Mrs. Byer and 
myself extracted 71 pounds of nice 
wax from old combs In a little over 
three hours. As to how well the work 
was done, would say that I run the 
slum gum from which 83 pounds of 
wax had been taken on a previous oc
casion through a steam press and ob
tained 114 pounds of wax. Am ex
pecting to try the1 Hershlser press on 
about 200 pounds of slum gum on hand 
In course of a week or so, and shall be 
glad to report results at my earliest 
opportunity.

Markham, Ont.

(Annual
Contention

Ontario
'Bee-keepers
Association

BEE-KEEPING A8 AN OCCUPATION 
FOR WOMEN.

(Paper by Miss M, B. Trevorrow.)
As a rule, to the woman who has had 

no practical experience with bees, l( 
she thinks of the subject at all, bee
keeping stands for honey, large profit*, 
studies In natural history, and stings, 
the latter being probably considered the 
surest and most objectionable adjunct 
of the business, but a few years ac
quaintance with the bee-keepers’ pets 
will teach her that stings are but In
significant Incidents In the bee-keepers’ 
life, that honey Is not always sure, nop 
profits always large, but the study of 
the nature and habits of the bee, can be 
depended upon at all seasons of the 
year to yield a fund of Interest to any 
woman who engages In this occupation.

The story of my experience with bees 
Is probably my best means of showing 
what bee-keeping may be as an occu 
patlon for women.

I started bee-keeping In 1900 with 
one colony, for which 1 had paid $5. 
They did not swarm or give any sur
plus honey during the summer, were 
weak In the following spring and grad
ually dwindled away till the hive was 
empty. I purchased another colony for 
$G In May of 1901. When they swarm
ed I divided the bees and brood In the 
old brood chamber putting half Into a 
new hive and alternating each with 
frames of foundation. From the swarm 
I received 30 lbs. of surplus honey. For 
the spring of 1902 I had three colonies, 
which gave me so little trouble that 1 
thought I could manage a couple more, 
so I purchased two more strong col
onies for $15. When they stinted to 
cast first, second, third and fourth 
swarms, I began to have some Idea of 
what bee-keeping meant, having double 
brood chambers on eight-frame l.angs- 
troth hives. The swarms were large, and 
when two swarms Issued at the same
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time I had enough to do to lift the 
double hives away and replace with 
new ones before the bees began to re
turn, the queens being clipped. I had 
heard of 20 swarms Issuing at the same 
lime in large yards, but two at a time 
were enough for me Just then. Those 
live colonies gave me 928 lbs. of ex- 
t-acted honey and Increased to 16. At 
the end of the next season I had 35 
colonies and 1400 lbs. of honey from 
them. I had 30 colonies in the spring 
of 1904, five having died In the cellar. 
They yielded about 2,600 lbb. In the 
spring of 1905, I had 33 colonies when 
the weak ones were united, with the 
strong ones, they stored 4700 lbe. of 
honey and Increased to 49. Last spring 
1906, the numbers decreased to 40, live 
being queenless and four too .weak to 
go alone. They yielded 1600 lbs. of 
honey this year and I have £9 colonies 
this fall.

As to stings, my first serious exper
ience with stings nearly put me out of 
business. It was when I had' only five 
colonies. They seemed to be trying to 
make a record of 200 lbs. per colony for 
that season, and when I attempted to 
lake the honey off, they resented my 
Interference with their plans with such 
vigor, that I left the hive open and 
ran to the house saying to the folks 
when 1 got there, “There Is no use talk
ing about getting used to stings, 1 will 
never be able to stand such punishment 
|as this. It is too much for me." But I 
lid not like to be beaten by the little 

so I fortified myself against having 
lother attack by covering my hands 

wrists with long, heavy gloves and 
ceeded in taking the heney oft. Ever 

luce that time I have worn gloves In 
ndling my bees, even when clipping 

Mens 1 use gloves with the finger tips 
pit off. 1 know that the wearing of 
[loves is not looked on with favor by 
ie professional bee-keepers, but when 
comes to a question of gloves of de- 
t. wear gloves.

There are other things connected 
Ith the occupation that are not very 
eeable, the stickiness of the honey 
uncapping, extracting, weighing, and 
wing Into cans, whch has won for 

male bee-keeper the title vt "Lick

^Thumbs" is one of Its mildest miseries, 
so easily reduced to Insignificance by 
the use of water, as to be scarcely 
worth mentioning, only, we are treat
ing of bee-keeping as an occupation for 
women, and sne who takes It up is sure 
to find that this feature certainly be
longs to It.

She may expect too, considerable hard 
work and heavy lifting, for in hand
ling 8 frame La gstroth, one of the 
smallest hives, there are many 00 lbs. 
lifts, and if she be incapable of lifting 
that amount, a woman is likely to be 
handicapped by her Inability to move or 
carry a full hive or super, or a 60 lb. 
tin of honey. It is well enough to depend 
on outside help for big days when carry
ing In supers of honey for extrac.mg, 
or In weighing It or in crating for ship
ment or conveying bees from the yard 
to their winter quarters, but for tlw 
common everyday work of the apiary 
which requires much muscular exertion, 
the woman who aims to become an ef
ficient bee-keeper cannot afford to 
depend too much upon outside help.

Bee-keeping may be looked upon as 
a healthy occupation for women In 
comparison with many of the avoca
tions to which she Is called, wherein 
exercise, fresh air and sunshine are de
nied her. It is true there will be times 
when the humidity of the air and the 
Intense heat of the sun. aggravated by 
the exercise she Is forced to take, 
through the excessive activity of the 
bees subsequent upon these we ther 
conditions, may lead her to exclaim, 
“Why was I ever born to be melted 
like this," but these conditions usually 
last for only a few hours In a day and 
not very frequently through the season, 
and there are so many rare, beautiful, 
days to enjoy during the honey harvest, 
that one forgets the "discomforts of a 
few hot, damp, wllty hours, In the 
pleasure of those when air and sun and 
bees combine to make the bee-keepers’ 
life worth living.

One very Important part of the bits-
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iness Is the melting of old combs. It 
Is hard sticky work to cut wired combs 
out of the frames and put them Into 
the extractor. It Is difficult for a wo
man to lift the lid, handle, screw and 
press oft the extractor, without getting 
upon a chair, even though she be tall 
and strong, and this haa to be done 
every time the extractor Is filled with 
combs. The heat, steam and odor of 
hot wax, pollen, etc., make this one of 
the most objectionable features of bee
keeping, but as house-cleaning with its 
dust, disorder and discomfort, while In 
progress, proves such a delight to the 
house-keeper In Its results, so comb
melting amply repays the bee-keeper 
by the Improved sanitary condition of 
the hives and from what we learn from 
conversations with experienced bee
keepers, Items In bee Journals and de
ductions from papers read at conven
tions on the subject of healthy, disease- 
proof colonies, the renewal of clean new 
foundation In the hive forms a very Im
portant factor In insuring healthy con
ditions in the apiary. The possibility 
Is that if woman with her natural 
housecleaning proclivities should Invade 
the realm of bee-keeping, this branch 
of the business would be well attended 
to and the problem of foul brood solved 
without any other formula.

There are many things In connection 
with bee-keeping that a woman can 
work at with genuine pleasure, take 
that of opening up a few crates of bee 
supplies and transforming the neatly- 
made and precisely-fitted pieces Into 
hive bodies, bottom-boards and covers, 
frames with top, bottom and sides of 
white clean wood that fit each other 
like a charm and fit the hives just as 
perfectly. Then there are the folding 
of sections, the wiring of frames and 
Imbedding wire In foundation, etc., all 
neat .clean, fascinating features of the 
business.

My advice to the woman who wishes

to take up this work would be to siiend 
a season with an experienced bee. 
keeper. If she has the opportunity, pay. 
Ing strict attention to ever detail of tie 
work. She would gain thereby muck 
knowledge that If won by her own ex- 
perlence would cost her dearly. An in- 
stance In point of this, I had beei 
told to put an empty super under i 
large swarm to give them room to clu«. 
ter and prevent them from swarming 
out again. I only grasped the one idea 
"Put the super under," and did not not 
that It should be taken away at a giv-, 
en time, the consequence was that 
colony did not make as much hone] 
in the supers and In the fall when 
strove to "take out what I supp 
was an empty hive body, I found 
peck or perhaps a half-bushel of tn 
ble accumulated there In the shape 
combs built towards all the points 
the compass, young brood In all stagi 
hundreds of bees crushed betwee 
combs that had fallen ' when the hr 
was lifted off and a possibility that tl 
queen was killed In the general nilx-u| 
To have seen this done properly woi 
have saved me time, trouble and i 
pense.

In conclusion, this record shows tl 
a woman may expect the little busy 1 
to gather honey for her at an aven 
yearly rate of 81 pounds to the c 
That stings may be subject to her w 
stickiness also; that hard work, heal 
lifting, excessive heat and disagree! 
odors must be born with fortitude 
careful attention to detail Is lm|>eratl’ 
and that there are many things In 
keeping that are calculated to make 
an attractive and enjoyable and also 
profitable occupation for women. (A) 
plause.)
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the ladles present had been reluctant 
to speak or give their opinions on bee
keeping, he hoped now that they had 
heard the paper read they would re
consider their decision and give their 
criticism on It.

The ladles, however, did not seem 
anxious to open a discussion.

The President—I do not think there 
will be any objection to the gentlemen 
criticising the paper. It Is an excellent 
paper, and probably there may be some 
things brought out which would point 
to a better way of keeping bees.

Mr. Hershiser—There are two kinds 
of criticism, one that points out defici
encies. and one that points out merits. 
It is in the spirit of the latter that I 
[would speak regarding Miss Trevor- 
jrow’s paper.

There are, unfortunately, too many 
women who think they are not suited 
to take part in a convention like this, 
am glad this paper has been presented 
ere, it shows what may be accom- 
ilished. There are a great many who 
lave the ability who do not think they 
lave. There was a lady bee-keeper in 
uflalo, of my acquaintance, who had 

ibout 100 colonies. Her family was 
ther unfortunately situated, and she 

|ept working with these bees and made 
living for herself and family. Her 

usband lost his sight. Before he went 
|llnd he did the heavy work, and she 
as the bee-keeper. After a time she 
rew frail and died and the bees gradu- 
ly went down until there was nothing 
ft of them. We have many lady bee
pers throughout the country. Dr. 
tiler's sister, Miss Wilson, Is quite a 
'er bee-keeper, she understands 

lem quite as thoroughly as Dr. Miller 
jmself. We come across others oc- 
isionally, and I am very glad to see 

ladies are taking bee-keeping up 
an occupation. Here is one open 
ladles if they will but turn their at- 
tlon to It. Of course, the lifting part

of It is an objection to their working 
with It, but if they will look around 
they will find help and let an Inexperi
enced person do the heavy work.

Mr. Dickenson—I would recommend 
the lady to employ some help in the 
lifting. I think ladles can show excel
lent management In the way of keeping 
bees, but the problem of lifting hives Is 
a difficult one: it would be well to have 
that overcome by employing some help. 
They would find It money well Invested 
to pay a good price to get suitable help. 
I myself have tried as much as possible 
to keep away from hard work. Hearing 
such a paper read I consider the lady 
that could write such a paper quite ca
pable of managing a yard..

Mr. Byer—I think that is one of the 
best papers I have ever heard read at 
our convention, and I hope we shall 
Jiave more ladles on the programme 
next year; there Is nothing In that pa
per to be criticized. As regards this 
matter of lifting, I have one of the 
best of helpers, but not to do the heavy 
work. I do that myself. Ladles can 
get someone for the heavy work Just as 
I get someone for the lighter work.

Mr. Deadman—Speaking about heavy 
lifting, I think this oan be avoided by 
using a proper hive. Also, if you use 
a small wagon Instead of a wheelbar
row you will save yourself a lot. By 
forethought the lifting can be easily 
avoided.

Mr. Craig—I am very glad Indeed 
that the executive placed this paper on 
the programme. We have hitherto, as 
an association, very much overlooked 
the ladles' part In our work. We know 
the excellent help afforded by Mrs. 
Smith and Mrs. Armstrong, Mrs. Scott 
and others ,and I consider they are well 
vorthy having a representative place 
on our programme.

Mr. Timbers—This point of bee
keeping for women is, in my opinion, 
an important one. I always make a

X
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point of reading the bee paper to my 
wife, and she says what I read will do 
in theory, but not in practice. I shall 
certainly read this report to her. I 
think when she sees what this lady has 
accomplished In bee-keeping, she will 
consent to become a bee-keeper herself.

Mr. Hershlser—As to heavy lifting, I 
like heavy lifting. When I go round 
and have to lift the hives to find out 
how much they weigh, if there Is 
enough for winter I feel pretty highly 
exhilarated over the situation.

Mr. Roach—I think we should cul
tivate the Idea of ladles going in for 
bee-keeping. The ones who help me 
often draw my attention to mistakes.
In the yard. If they cannot do the 
heavy work, they can do the light 
work, end it is very important that we 
should have their help. I have had 
two and found In both cases that they 
gave me most efficient help. I should 
have missed colonies but for their ob
servation.

Mr. Holmes—I think, sir, from the 
evident interest that has been taken 
in this subject, that It is certainly a 
very pleasing matter that this paper 
has been presented. It Is very bene
ficial and far-reaching in its results, 
as it will come out in the public press, 
and will be published in our annual 
report, and I therefore hope that the 
results will be an ambition treated 
in the minds of the ladles in this land, 
if not only to manage bees, but to 
perhaps manage the bee-keepers a lit
tle better. This is a most excellent 
paper and has Indeed been a pleasure 
to me.

Mr. Taylor—It is one of the most 
interesting papers I have heard for a 
long time. It seems to me that bee
keeping Is practically in its infancy. 
We have a field open for ladles In the 
light work, and it opens up a greater 
area for our bee-keeping than ever. 
Tills paper Is most Interesting to all

present, and I am very much pies 
to hear such a chorus of approval. Th 
young lady is well worthy of fillli 
the position she has undertaken. 8k 
deserves a great deal of congratulate 
for having broken the Ice.

Mr. Couse—It was my pleasing dut] 
to write Miss Trevorrow, Inviting bt 
to write a paper. I wrote her that 
committee would like her to do n 
She replied that she did not consldi 
herself capable. I told her the resp 
slblllty would be mine and the crnij 
mlttee’s; that we would take all big 
Now, the committee is ready to ta 
the blame.
QUESTION DRAWER ON RETAI 

ING HONEY.
(John Timbers.)

Q.—How would sugar barrels do 
candied buckwheat honey,

A.—If they will hold the buckwni 
honey until It is candid I think r 
would be all right.

Q.—How can I get 10c per p< 
every year for my extracted honey!

A.—Put nothing upon the man 
but first-class quality, and in 
shape, and get your customers to 
pend on you from year to year.

Q.—Is it advisable to sell buckwl 
honey to customers used to 
honey, even If difference In quallt 
explained to them?

A.—I would never offer buckwl 
honey to a customer unless he asl 
for It. If they ask for it, yes. 
would not offer It. Some eusto 
require buckwheat honey, and pn 
It for their own table, whilst 
prefer the white honey. I am red 
Ing buckwheat honey at 9» and r 
other at 11c.

Mr. Hershlser—I would like to I 
Mr. Timbers If he considers 
wheat honey as good as the 
honey.

Mr. Holtermann—He Is pet! 
afraid If the fellow tried burki

loney he would 
[the white honey.
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loney he would not be able to sell 
white honey.

Mv. Hershlser—Do you consider It as

A.—It Is a matter of taste entirely. 
Mr Hershlser—If your customer 
imes to you and says he prefers buck- 
ibeat honey, why not sell It to. him 

the same price at the white honey?
bee-keeper has Insisted upon It 

,t buckwheat honey Is not quite so 
and therefore Is obliged to sell 

it a good deal less. Now to some 
ions It Is a good deal better than 

white, then why not sell It at a 
ilgher price?

Mr. Byer—I had this year a short 
» In the clover honey crop. My 

omers would. I think, take buck- 
heat. Two or three of them have 

ie so already. I have, however, re
several that wanted 50 pounds 

buckwheat honey, as I know It 
ild knock out the market for clover 
ley, and I do not know whether It 
advisable to sell buckwheat, as it 

ills down the market.
(Mr. Roach—There Is a great deal in 
ling accustomed to the use of buck- 
leat honey. I did not want buck- 
eat honey around my place at all, 
|t the last two years we have had a 
ge stock of It, and I began to use 
and now I like It much better than I 

ffer tJUCk"l^B)Ught i ever could. Customers will 
nless he a^*ge and as]{ for basswood or clover 
r It, >'es' “^fcey, and when I say I have only 
ome <'usl'"^fewheatl they take It, and then they 
iey, and P1 to like It and come back for more. 
, whilst "t^fcm sure If buckwheat honey was 

I am t^fcd more frequently It would be 
at 9c a* well as clover honey.

r. Holtermann—This year I have 
nld llke '"^Bdled 30,000 pounds of buckwheat 
onsiders ^■ey. Last year 1 handed more. It 

as the *^viry Important that buckwheat 
y should be well ripened. The 

■e is pt^Krence In flavor between green and 
r\ed burk*^J-rlpencil buckwheat Is more mark
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ed thau between green and well-i!oen- 
ed clover honey. You can go to many 
places where buckwheat honey Is pro
duced, and It Is preferred there to 
white honey. I am not saying it Is 
superior. It stands on Its own merits.
It Is expected and liked in a great 
many places, and the more It Is used 
the more It Is liked, and for that rea
son I see no objection to offering buck
wheat honey to a person who may 
ask for white, if you have not got 
white. It may not be advisable fa load 
them up with It, but I would advise 
them to buy a small quantity to test It

Mr. Timbers—With regard to what 
Mr. Hershlser said about charging the 
same price for buckwheat as for the 
other, I would not like to give the 
same price for buckwheat honey, and 
would not have cheek enough to charge 
it.

Mr. Hershlser—Just because It has 
become customary to sell It for less, 
and of course we have to do as the 
others do.

Mr. Pettit—In this matter of buck
wheat honey, I And If the honey Is well 
granulated It is much more palatable. 
When well ripened it is superior and 
can be used as table honey. I like the 
buckwheat honey as well as the white.

Mr. A. Laing—I think Mr. Hershlser 
has made a good point In speaking of 
the price of buckwheat honey. I think 
it would be a very good Idea to raise 
the price. Personally, I am fond of 
clover honey, and I do not know that 
I am particularly fond of buckwheat 
honey, but suppose I was just as fond 
of it as I am of clover, why not pay 
the same price as for the clover honey?

Mr. Holtermann—It Is a question of 
market values.

Mr. Laing—Of course It is. I think 
it would be a good Idea to raise the 
price if we can. It is worth every 
cent as much as clover honey to those 
who like it.

(Continued Next Month.)
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Eight extra pages again this issue.
+

Brant and adjoining Counties' con
vention held in Brantford January 29th 

, to 31st, was the most valuable that has 
yet been held in connection with these 
Counties, and closed with many expres
sions of appreciation on all sides. 
Mr. James H. Shaver, President of the 
Brant County Association, opened 
the convention by an address 
of welcome to the visitors. There 
was a good attendance of local 
bee-keepers, and quite a number from 
other parts of the Province. From 
the United States we were favored 
by the presence of Mr. E. R. Root, edi
tor of “Gleanings in Bee Culture," Me
dina, Ohio.; Mr. S. D. House, Camillus, 
N.Y.; Mr. W. L. Cogshall, Groton, N.Y.; 
and Mr. O. L. Hershiser, Buffalo, N.Y. 
Our American friends entered heartily 
into the spirit of the meeting, and add
ed much to its interest and profit. 
Mr. House's address on building up col
onies for the honey flow was especially 
valuable, a verbatim report of which 
will appear in these pages.

In the discussion of “Hints for pres
ent use in wintering repository," feed
ing sugar syrup was recommended as 
a remedy for dysentery, caused by 
honey dew or other inferior stores. 
The syrup, two parts sugar to one 
part water, to be fed by placing it in 
sealers, the openings covered with a 
piece of muslin on the top of the 
frames. This system of feeding was

also recommended In oases of shoi 
ages of stores; soft or Devonshii 
candy was found to work satisfsctorj 
in shortages.

+
A resolution was passed at the B 

and adjoining Counties’ meeting 
questing the officers of the Nstii 
Bee-keepers' Asso. of the United Si 
to hold their next annual converti 
in Detroit, that city being in the fi 
tier, it was believed that a great 
Canadian bee-keepers would attend.

*
It has been our desire for some ti 

to meet the wishes of quite a numl 
who are beginners in bee-keeping 
introducing a beginners’ department 
The Canadian Bee Journal, and we 
now pleased to announce that well 
been able to arrange with one of 
best Canadian bee-keepers, Mr. E. 
Hand, of Fenelon Falls, to take chi 
of the work. Friend Hand is not el 
gether a stranger to our columns, 
will be welcomed as a regular 
tributor. He has a bright, racy 
of placing things before his re» 
and we have no doubt but that 
Beginners' Pages will be read with 
terest by all. Letters and quei 
from beginners will be in order, 
will be answered as fully as space 
permit. Our idea is to assist the 
ginner who has little or no prai 
knowledge of bee-keeping and to 
the general topics and discussioi 
the Bee Journals are comparai! 
unintelligible. Our advanced 
will not mind our devoting a paj 
two for this purpose monthly, and 
bear with our saying some thing* 
perhaps they have learned ten, 
or twenty years agv, but which 
still be of Interest, and value tej 
novice in bee-keeping. There wi 
necessity always be beginners 
will have the “fully-fledged" 
keepers, and it means a great 
wards the success of anyone ei 
this or any other business to gat 
ed intelligently and on the right
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| Director Brown, of the O.B.K.A., has 

es appointed Manager of the House 
Refuge at L’Orignal, Ontario. We 
pleased to learn that in accepting 

lit position Friend Brown has no in- 
etion of giving up bee-keeping, but 
urposee running a large apiary in 
nnection with the institution. This 

liil be rather a new feature, and we 
ive no doubt Lut it will work admir- 
lly. We CO1 .gratulate the Prescott 
id Russell County Council in their 
ipointmen :, and we are sure that Mr. 
own will fill the position ’aithfully 
' well. The following item from the 

|rsscott and Russell Review indicates 
friendly associations that the 

own family had formed around their 
I home:
"Before leaving hie old home in 

hard to take charge of the House of 
efuge here, Mr. Brown's friends took 
Rasion to present him with an ad
less and a well-filled purse. Mr. 
nery Houle, on behalf of the gather- 
1, read the following address :
To W. J. Brown, Esq.:
"On behalf of your many friends 

he, we take this opportunity of call- 
I on you in order to show our ap- 
Kiatlon of the many kindly services 
idered by you to us all, both In pri
le and public life, and while we re- * 
it very much your departure from 
ong us, we cannot but Join In wlsh- 
I you and Mrs. Brown, and your 
pity, many years to enjoy the duties 

[your new office. Hoping that you 
not forget your old friends here,

I that we may have the pleasure of

I
 all from you once in a while, you 
I please accept this gift as a token 
our esteem towards you.

On behalf of your friends,
“ ‘EMERY HOULE.' "

In explanation of the lateness of this 
V, our readers will regret to learn 
It a aerious fire occurred in the bee- 
lptrt' department of the Goold, 
fpley & Muir Company on the 
rning of February 11th, which, ba
ke the loss effected, has upset their 

P« and purposes very considerably, 
•ng to the injury done to the wood

working part of their building and 
plant, delays would naturally occur, 
which might seriously inconvenience 
their customers and agencies who are 
depending upon them for the season’s 
supplies, and as a number of large 
orders are already on hand, requiring 
immediate attention, it was decided on 
the part of the company to negotiate 
with some reliable Canadian firm, fully 
equipped with wood-working machin
ery, for the manufacture of these goods. 
In consequence of this, a sale has been 
consummated to the Ham & Nott Com
pany of this city, who are extensive 
manufacturers in the wood lines, and 
who have large connections throughout 
the country; all the Goold, Shapley & 
Muir Company’s interests in the bee
keepers' supply business, together with 
the Canadian Bee Journal. The new 
company will issue their circular to 
bee-keepers, with catalog and price list, 
within the next few days, and opera
tions will be commenced at once.

We can heartily recommend our suc
cessors, Messrs. Ham & Nott Company, 
to the bee-keepers of Canada, as busi
ness men of fidelity and enterprise, and 
who will no doubt make a success of 
this business, as they have of other 
lines. We desire to thank our bee
keeping friends for their patronage and 
confidence during these many years 
that we have been doing business with 
them, and we wish them every pros- 

, perity as the outlook for the industry 
increases and brightens in the Domin
ion.

+
We would draw special attention to 

the enclosed circular from the Secre
tary of the Ontario Bee-keepers’ Asso
ciation. It will be of interest to sub
scribers who are not yet members of 
the Association, as well as to bee
keepers who are receiving this number 
as a specimen copy. We would rejoice 
to see the Ontario Association double 
its membership before the end of the 
year, anfl an effort is being, made in ' 
that direction.

The Department of Agriculture is 
taking an interest never heretofore 
shown in the bee-keeping industry, and 
have declared their readiness to help 
in any way that will be for its ad
vancement. This, of course, must be 
done through organized bee-keeping. 
Let us all help.
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Brani and Adjoining Counlks 
B<t-K«ptr$* Convention

Wednesday, Jan. 30, 9 a.m.: "Labor- 
saving Methods and Appliances," dis
cussion to be opened by Mr. F. J. Mil
ler, London: Mr. R. H. Smith, St. 
Thomas, In the chair.

Mr. Smith—AS the time Is past for 
the opening of the session, and as Mr. 
Cogshall Is not here, I think we might 
go on with our business. The first 
item on the programme for discussion 
Is "Labor-saving Methods,” etc, by Mr.
F. J. Miller, but as Mr. Miller has not 
yet arrived, and we expect him very 
soon, probably It might be as well to 
go on with ihe questions. Is there 
any subject you might like to take up?
I have one question here that might be 
considered while some of us are think
ing about a subject.

Q.—Which Is the most profitable for 
beginners—to manage for extracted or 
comb honey?

Mr. 8. D. House, Camlllus, N.T.—I , 
would say extracted honey for begin
ners. •

Mr. O. L. Hershlser, Buffalo, N.Y.—
It is quite a difficult question to ans
wer to the satisfaction of every begin
ner, and to the satisfaction of the ex
perienced bee-keepers as well, looking 
at it from the standpoint of a begin
ner. I think for a beginner with two 
or three colonies that the comb honey 
production would probably be the best 
and .simplest. He has everything 
brought to his hand. When he pur
chases the hive he probably has It all 
fitted up for comb honey, even to put
ting foundation In the sections, and 
when the honey is ready he can take 
it off and prepare it for market as best 
he can. But with the extracted, if he 
Is a real beginner, and a beginner With

I
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% guilty.
Mr. House—I have b 
Produce comb hoi 

mber of years, and

only a few colonies, he has got a lot 
of expensive machinery to obtain. 1 
think there Is a great deal more |J 
learn about the production of extracted 
honey of an ordinary character thej 
there is in connection with the ordlij 
ary run of comb.

Mr. Holtermann—MV. President, J 
have had a good many years' oxpetJ 
ence In connection with the suppJ

JAS. H. SHAVER, Cainsvillr, 
President Brant Co. B. K. A.

business, and I know how the begin 
usually starts. In producing M 
honey he can, of course, start fori 
mon'ey—I quite agree with that l 
planation—but when It conies to < 
ing that it takes less experience 
produce comb honey than extract* 
suitable quality, I do not see it Ini 
way. I have actually seen a man 
the supers the wrong way up onal 
and I have seen them turn the seed 
Inside out, and then they found 1 
the super was not the right size.
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11 have known them to put on comb 
I honey supers without foundation and 
Iy put them on after the honey flow 

«as over. If a man Is going to pro
duce good comb honey, he can make 
more serious mistakes than in the ex
tracted, because if he puts the super on 
for the extracted, if they do not fill it, 
he may still be able to produce a very 
fair article In the way of extracted, 
bat it they put sections on, and there 

not a section that is filled, when 
Ithls stuff is put on the market the man 
who produces it Is losing money, and 

|the man who handles it generally loses 
money. Mr. Hershiser also speaks of

the danger in producing extracted of 
ti not being properly ripened. There 
l a tendency to that, but, to be quite

!
onest, I think that as a rule the man 
cho has a few stocks is less liable to 
6 that than one who has a good many, 
is a rule, the man who keeps but a 
bw stocks of bees leaves the honey a 

at deal longer on the hives than one 
is a specialist. I have seen upon 

Ills market three sections of honey 
{old for 25 cents, and I guess others 
live also and I would like to know 
ho Is making any money out of them. 

| Answer—The supply cJealer.
Mr. Holtermann—I don’t know about 
at.
Mr. J. L. Byer, Markham—In my ex- 

erience, for years bee-keepers have 
*n putting honey on the market 

Ihich I conscientiously believe to be 
tripe, and a good deal of it comes 
■om the large producers. With the 
taller bee-keepers, through lack of 
me to attend to these duties, it is 
It on. Do not let us try to shelve 
Is upon the little fellow. I believe 
[is the large producers who are gen
ially guilty.

|Mr. House—I have been learning how 
produce comb honey for quite a 

Imber of years, and I have not yet

made it an entire success. I believe 
the beginner can produce comb honey, 
but, at the same time, the man who 
folds the sections wrongside and puts 
the supers on the wrong way, I would 
not-have much faith in his extracted 
honey, or the way he would put it on 
the market.

Mr. Hershiser—I have no personal 
feeling about this matter as to whether 
beginners should produce comb or ex
tracted honey. It Is more a matter

CHRIS. EDMONSON, 
Vice-President Brant Co. B. K. A.

for discussion than anything else, and 
I feel that It is necessary to take one 
side or the other. I know there is a 
great deal for beginners to learn about 
the handling of extracted. I will just 
mention a little Incident to Illustrate. 
I have kept bees quite a long time, and 
the party who owned the land where 
my bees are located also kept a few 
colonies and produced a little honey.

k)
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I was not at all responsible for the 
way they did it, but one day the man’s 
wife was telling me about her experi
ence in liquifying. She had perhaps 
200 pounds, and she said she had taken 
a great deal of pains in liquifying this 
honey to get it nice, but it always got 
dark, and it seemed strange to her, as 
she heated it up strong and took it off 
the stove as quickly as possible.

Mr. Holtermann—There are just as 
many mistakes made about comb 
honey. Go to some of the stores and 
see the honey, the sections covered 
with propolis inside and out, and they 
will be as likely to store them In the 
cellar as anywhere else. Of course, 
there is two sides to that question.

The Chairman—From what I have 
seen I would say that a beginner 
would be better to start with section 
honey. There is not much difference 
in quantity, and he will certainly get 
a much better price for the section.

Mr. C. Edmonson—I think a man 
starting with ordinary intelligence had 
better start with comb honey. I do not 
mean the dullard Mr. Holtermann 
speaks of, who put the supers upside » 
down, of course he would make a fail
ure of anything, but with ordinary 
intelligence a man had better start 
with comb. I have seen extracted 
honey put on this market which may 
have been thick enough, but the color 
was not very good.

Mr. Holtermann—Haven’t you seen 
sections like that, too?

Mr. J. H. Shaver—As a rule, you 
take a beginner with a new extractor, 
and he is extracting every day. I 
would advise any beginner to start 
with comb honey. They Just ‘‘monkey’’ 
wth the extractor all the time.

Mr. Arnold—I used to extract every 
day to save the trouble of uncapping.

Mr. House—I cannot agree with that. 
It takes more time and experience to 
produce comb honey than extracted.

That is all there is to it, for with the 
extracted you can leave it until it ii 
full, but with the comb the swarm will 
abscond.

Mr. L. Beaupre, Slmcoe—I think a 
beginner wants increase, and he can
not get it as well with extracted honey.

Mr. W. A. Chrysler, Chatham—They 
want experience, and there is where 
they get it.

Mr. Holtermann—That is what they 
will get with comb honey as a rule. 
They put the sections In the supers 
with small starters, and they get a lot 
of bees and very little honey. If you 
ask them how they are getting along, 
they say: “Oh, fine." “Have you had 
any swarms yet?” “Why, I have had 
several already. I have had three or 
four swarms from the one hive." But 
when you ask how much honey they 
have got, you And they have not got 
very much honey. One might suppose 
that they intend to eat the bees Instead 
of the honey. Unless you have been 
in the supply business, you have no 
Idea of what goes on.

Mr. Hershiser—I think it would be 
a good idea to put this to vote, and In 
view of Mr. Holtermann’s experience 
he can have three votes.

The Chairman—Those in favor oil 
beginners running for extracted honey] 
please signify.

Mr. Hershiser—The vote is pretty| 
well divided.

Mr. Holtermann—I have a resolutlo 
which I think will be heartily endoi 
by those present. It is in connect!! 
with the question we have Just 
discussing. It Is this: That we, 
bee-keepers, knowing something of 
care and attention necessary, wl 
we would encourage men to go lut 
the bee-keeping business with 
quate knowledge and a proper uni 
standing, and willing to devote a 
tain amount of time to It, It is 
opinion it Is not well for people to
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Into the bee-keeping unless they are 
prepared to give that branch of their 
calling the same time, thought, labor 
and experience that they do to other 
lines, in order to succeed In them.

Mr. Hershiser—Is that a motion? If 
ao, I would second it.

The Chairman—Gemlemen, you have 
heard the motion. Perhaps Mr. Hol- 
termann will write It out.

Mr. Byer—Personally, on the spur 
of the moment, I cannot see that It 
would do any great amount of good. 
As a rule, when people look into any 
Industry, If there are some restrictions 
about It they begin to get suspicious, 
and think we are trying to discourage 
their going Into It. I think it Is a 
question whether it would have any 
Influence.

Mr. House—I think that point Is 
well taken. There seems to be an Idea 
that there is a great deal of money 
made at the business. Qet a colony of 
bees and get rich quick. That is where 
people are misled and they undertake 
something they are not qualified to do, 
and unless they are qualified they had 
better keep out.

Mr Chrysler—I have had a chance to 
Isee some of the results of people going 
|lnto bee-keeping, being In the supply 

business for quite a number of years, 
nd 1 will say that there are nine fall- 
res to every one success.
Mr. Simmons—I have a good many 
iple come to me wanting to buy 
is, and when I discourage them they 
to some one else and he sells them 
bees, and I don’t, every time; but 

|hese people are pretty nearly every 
ie of them out of it now.
Mr. Lalng—I think Mr. Holtermann's 

ilutlon is a very good one Indeed, 
id the probability is It will be the 

ns ot good instead of injury, Peo- 
le want to find out something in con- 

itlon with the bee business. Mr. 
loltermann has yards standing all 
er the country, and people come to

the conclusion that he Is making 
money, and they think If he can make 
money so can they, and they don't 
know anything about it. They only see 
one side of it. In order to make a suc
cess of bee-keeping one has to under
stand the business, but a whole lot ot 
people don’t seem to credit that until 
they get four or five hives ot bees, and 
then they begin to find It out. It Is 
better for us to see that they find It 
out sooner.

Mr. Hershiser—I think this resolu
tion probably will be a good Indication 
ot our feelings toward our friends who 
might contemplate taking up the busi
ness, but it Is my belief it I were to 
advise any of these gentlemen here. If 
they were new beginners, and I to tell 
them what a precarious business it Is 
and that they were not likely to suc
ceed, they would say that I did not 
know them as well as they did them
selves, and they were going to try it 
anyway. »

Mr. Holtermann—This is the motion: 
"That we, as bee-keepers, would give 
all encouragement to men to enter the 
bee-keeping business; but in our esti
mation It Is not well to engage In such 
unless the parties going into It are 
prepared to give it the same study, 
care and attention that they would to 
other branches of agriculture In order 
to succeed."

The Chairman—I think every one 
will be in favor of this resolution. It 
is really an Important thing. What Is 

your pleasure?
The motion carried.
The Chairman—We have a paper by 

Mr. Miller of London on "Labor-saving 
Methods and Appliances." Mr. Miller 
will probably be ready now.
Mr. Chairman, Ladles and Gentlemen:

Being at a loss to know where to 
start my few remarks, I may say that 
I am probably what might be called a 
"crank," on short cut methods, having
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studied them and fitted In Ideas -from 
various systems, until they are now 
saving me the expense of a man's help 
during the busy working season. First, 
the Heddon hive gives me many short 
cuts In work all through the season, 
commencing with queen clipping, the 
queens are smoked to the queen ex
cluder, and there caught without the 
trouble of removing frames. As swarm
ing time approaches, a hlve-llftlng de
vice enables me to diagnose and sup
press swarming perfectly, and thus 
through each stage of the work short 
cuts follow. During the time of ex
tracting there Is no brushing of combs 
tolerated, the supers are set on end be
side the hive and after setting off a cer
tain number they are placed on a largte 
special wheel-barrow with a 30 Inch, 
wheel and taken to the house; from 
here they are loaded and drawn home 
from the out yards where the extract
ing Is done with a two-horse power, 
vertlcle, gasoline engine, and the 
honey allowed to run to barrels li. 
the cellar. In packing the bees for the 
winter another specially constructed 
barrow, together with two three-bushel 
baskets, and a very large short-hand
led fork, enables me to pack as many 
colonies as two men formerly did.

Now a word for my ready helper who 
smokes, this Is a sturdy little fellow, 
with a copper fire box, 4% by 8 *,4 ln„ 
and a lung capacity of 8 % by 11(4 Inches. 
The cap Is hinged on the left side and 
to prevent It from flying open under 
any and all circumstances while In use, 
It Is held securely by a short piece of 
chain composed of very short links, one 
end being riveted to the cap while the 
other end Is drawn down and Into a 
groove, filed In a piece of galvanized 
Iron, which Is bent at right angles and 
riveted to the barrel, this gives an ex
pansive fastening, thus allowing for 
coking, which takes place at the edges, 
and yet gives a secure fastening. An

other very useful feature which pre. 
vents the grass from falling out of the 
cap and upon the fire. Is a piece of 
metal bent at right angles and riveted 
just above the lower edge on the in
side of cap projecting In one half-inch 
this effectually holds the grass where It 
Is placed and prevents the necessity of 
frequently refilling. (Applause.)

Mr. Smith—You have heard Mr. Mil
ler's paper. There are several new 
things In It with which we are not very 
much acquainted. Probably some of 
you would like to ask some questions.

Mr. Hershlser—I would like to ask 
how he prevents swarming.

Mr. Miller—That la the Heddon hive. 
The back of the hive can be lifted and 
a diagnosis made of the condition of I 
the hive and If there are cells and they 
are preparing to swarm It shows, i 
take the super off, and take the top 
section of the brood chamber and set 
It upon bottom board beside the old 
stand, the super Is then replaced on the 
section of the brood chamber on the j 
old stand. In four days you can tell | 
where the queen Is. Nine out of ten 
times she la In the hive by the side and I 
If she Is there, swarming Is controlled. |

Mr. Chrysler.—Mr Miller has explain
ed that he does not totally control the 
swarming. I think Mr. Miller Is on the 
right track In the way of large crops of 
honey with the least amount of work 
I practiced two years ago what Is prac
tically his method of securing ■ crop 
of honey and I think It Is just the 
thing, but I want to know a little- mort 
about It than I do ai present.

Mr. Miller—New Introductions must] 
be studied. Certainly I have not given] 
all the details—It would take some tin 
and It would be Imposlble to give thei 
all. But this study of conditions wil| 
all come If you give it the attentl# 
and follow them out, and success lia 
with the Heddon hive as I have 
practising for the last eight yean
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About two years ago I devised my ap
pliances for saving lifting arid now it 
Is no work whatevei to know Just the 
condition of every hive In the yafd. As 
to controlling swarming, on returning 
to the yard In four days after we diag
nose the entrance of the new hive and 
will look to see if the queen is there. If 
not we must make a change. If she is 
on the old stand we must change back, 
but If the queen is in the hive by the 
side all is right. If you-mlss there is 
no harm done for four days.

Mr. Cogshall—Could not this be done 
with an 8-frame hive. It seems to me 
that these hives arc too small.

Mr. Miller—Not at all. They have 
ten frames and I would not want less 
than that. Each of these compart
ments have the capacity of five Langs- 
troth frames.

Mr. Byer—In case of the queen being 
left on the old stand and no cells would 
there be any danger of swarming tak
ing place. I didn't just catch that 
point.

Mr. Miller—The queens wings are 
clipped. The bees may swarm but they 
will come back.

Mr. Holtermann—I want to ask Mr. 
Miller a question. There are a good 
many who are not prepared to tell any
thing about the Heddon hive, b-it Is not 
the divided brood chamber a convenient 
place for queen cells. Don't you al
ways find, cells started there, if any
where?

Mr. Miller—I never have known a 
colony to swarm when I saw these 
cells. You may overlook the cells but 
they are there between the frames. It 
Is just a matter of searching.

Mr. Holtermann—You make a con
venient place for cells and the advan
tage is, you have only to look in that 
place to find them.

Mr. Hershiser—I should think in this 
j divisible brood chamber that the very 
| best place for queen cells would be on 

the frame bottom bars of the upper 
case, but I have noticed that queen 
cells will be built along the end bar of

the Langatroth frames and along the 
margin between the end board and the 
comb on the inside.

Mr. Miller—I have wider end bars 
than the Langstroth.

Mr. Hershiser—There is another 
point on that paper of Mr. Miller's in 
reference to drawing honey home to 
extract. 1 would like to hear a little 
further on that. The combs would Jar 
I should think.

Mr. House—In drawing extracted 
honey combs 18 miles and In self-spac
ing frames, I pay no attention to them 
I move them right on the wagon but 
take pains to st>e that the frames are 
crosswise of the wagon and you would 
not get a quarter of a pound of honey 
in the bottom of my wagon.

Mr. Chrysler—I would like to ask 
how Mr. Miller considers the half
depth super better than the 8-frame L. 
super for extracting. Do you manage 
to take the honey off quicker and get 
it out with less labor than with the 
deep L. frames.

Mr. Miller—I think with a narrow 
comb your knife removes the cappings 
so much quicker. I sometimes read of 
these fellows who have to work down 
with their knife to get the propolis oft.

Mr. Byer—I can extract a good deal 
more honey with the deep frames than 
with the shallow, at least I think I can.

Mr. Holtermann.—If you want even
ly capped and uniform combs you must 
put on a super In proportion to the 
bees and the flow. If you give them 
a large amount of room and they can
not use it you will get more of the 
bulgy combs there.

Mr. Miller—In regard to what Mr. 
Holtermann says, in our case we have 
no bulgy combs. When the combs 
come back from extracting if you have 
a narrow comb where it has not been 
filled out and it Is not even and straight, 
the next time you extract you will get
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a comb there Just the aame as the rest, 
the bees will draw It out.

Mr. Chrysler—I have been thinking 
this matter over for quite a while, 
wanting to find the best way of doing 
things and I cannot come to any other 
conclusion than that the man who is 
not using the shallow supers Is behind 
the times. The man with the 8-frame 
10 or 12-frame Langstroth cannot take 
the quantity that a i.nn with the shal
low supers can.

Mr. Hershlser—I have not used a 
brush for three of four years. I don't 
use one any more. I have not even 
brought It out of the nouse for years as 
Is Is not necesary, If you shake the 
frames right you can shake nearly all 
the bees oft.

Mr. Holtermann—I have been hearing 
Mr. Miller year after year upon this sub
ject of the Heddon hive and have also 
visited him. and you know sometimes 
when a person .ias typhoid fever and 
you go Into the room you are apt to 
catch the disease. I will confess that 
Mr. Miller has put down good solid 
arguments to some of us people here 
and I would not want to say that If I 
were to start over again, that as a 
brood chamber I might not adopt the 
Heddon hive. I tried It when I did not 
know how to use It and I condemned " 
It. It has quite a few advantages. I 
am not going to say with Mr. Chrysler 
that the man who does not use the 
•hallow super Is behind the times. I 
have the Langstroth 12-frame. This 
matter does not affect the size of the 
hive. It Is the principle upon which It 
Is worked. In the matter of queen cells,
I have found this, that by taking the 
Langstroth frame and making a cut In 
the side sloping downward, and putting 
a narrow top bar In'there, that the bees 
will build queen cells in this place, and 
Mr. Miller has certainly a very decided 
advantage in that respect. The first 
hive lifter I ever saw rather amused

me. I had been working on one to 
raise my extracting supers, when I 
happened to visit Mr. Miller. Just be
fore I,left he said to me: "I have got 
another convenient little thing here, 
but do not suppose you are interested,” 
and here he had a contrivance along 
the same Une as I had been thinking 
I got something made a little different, 
and I find It does the work satisfactor
ily. Mr. Miller has certainly some ex
cellent methods. As far as hauling 
home the combs Is concerned, he has 
yet to convince me that this Is an ad
vantage, on account of the honey cool- 
ing, but one may be so situated that It 
Is best.

Mr. Byer—I think the Heddon hives 
would be a nuisance If one had to look 
for foul brood.

Mr. Miller—I think you are all re
ferring to hives which have not been 
properly made. If I had to use it as 
It was first placed In my hands I would 
certainly condemn It to-day, but when 
It Is properly made there is no trouble.

Mr. Holtermaiyi—Don't you think a 
beginner might make more mistakes 
with the Heddon hive than with some 
of the others.

Mr. Miller—A man must decide that 
for himself. One can make mistakes 
with anything. You want to be thor
ough.

Mr. Arnold—How do you wire foun
dation?

Mr. Miller—I bridge It. Run from the 
lower corners to the upper at right 
angles, then slip In a piece of No. H 
wire, cut the exact length, and sprung | 
in there. It makes a most perfect sup
port.

Mr, House—I am using the same 
depth frame that you are and for 12 
years I have been using ordinary sec
tion foundation In my brood chamber 
with one single wire, but the wire does 
very little good to the foundation.

Mr. Cogshall—I notice you do not I
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fMtlkn Ibe top bars breaking off. The 
trouble Is that In manufacturing frames 
the end bar Is not heavy enough.

Mr. Holtermann—I used to break a 
great many top bars, but now I catch 
hold of the side bars as well and shake.

The Chairman—Are there any further 
questions you would like to ask on this 
subject. I have been very much Inter
ested In the discussion. As Mr. Miller 
says'you want to get these hives right 
at the start; you do not want them 
made as I have seen them.

There was a question asked some 
time ago about bee-keeping In Saskat
chewan and Alberta. Perhaps Mr. Craig 
could tell us something of the supplies 
he Is sending there.

Mr. Craig—Of course, the supply 
trade Is Increasing In the West gen
erally. The question is from a bee
keeper in the North, who Intended go
ing out west In the spring. Mr. Smith 
has charge of the Question and Answer 
department in The Journal, and I In
tended to forward It to him; possibly 
that question may be answered now. 
by Mr. Smith. I think he knows more 
about western bee-keeping than anyone 
here, as he has had some experience 
out there.

Mr. Smith—I might say we were tak
ing some live stock to Saskatchewan 
24 years ago, and i thought I would 
take a colony of bees and see what they 
would do. Of course, it was on the 
open p .irle, and in the month of May, 
an<! the wind was so strong that the 
bees had quite a struggle sometimes 
until we moved them to a sheltered lo
cation, and then they settled down and 
did pretty well, In fact I got a super 
of sections filled, which we exhibited at 
the Fair in Brandon. In regard to 
Saskatchewan, of course, a great deal 
of It Is open prairie, and I would think 
from what I have seen that there were 
very few localities where bees could be 
properly kept, for every acre goes Into

wheat and there Is nothing in the wheat 
field unless It Is weeds. I had a letter 
from Mr. Bowling, of Edmonton, late of 
Stratford; he was at our meeting last 
year, and from what I can learn the 
season out there was much the same as 
here. He speaks of sending a sample 
of honey which they put up this year, 
but says there was a large percentage 
of honey-dew. It looks as If conditions 
were much the same as here. Of course, 
there are a number of bee-keepers In 
Manitoba and In some localities there 
there Is more or less white clover. They 
don't grow clover there as we do In 
Ontario. There is no red, whatever, 
though a few people sow the white. I 
fancy North Albert would be the best 
district.

Mr. Holtermann—When you go fur
ther west they come more or less under 
the Influence of the Chinook winds. 
Manitoba can grow clover successfully. 
When you go to the northern part of 
our province clover Is a much surer 
thing than It Is here. If you go Into a 
country where the snow lies all winter, 
no matter where It Is, It Is going to 
be a more favorable section for clover 
than where the snow only covers the 
ground now and then. I am sure there 
are 300 bee-keepers In Manitoba at 
present. Then the C. P. R. are Irrigat
ing one and a half million acres of 
land near the Rockies. I don’t know 
how It will be, but have no doubt they 
will grow alfalfa there, and if they do 
I fancy conditions will be similar to 
what they are in Colorado.

Mr. Smith—I might say from the 
samples of honey I have seen that came 
from there, that they would not com
pare very favorably with our honey.

The Chairman—Our next question Is, 
“If extracting Is to be done to reduce 
swarming, what state should the super 
combs be In before extracting?"

Mr. Cogshall—I should say In New 
York State. (Laughter.)

Mr. Hershlser—I would like to say
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that nothing can be done In this way 
to discourage swarming without de
tracting from the value of the honey. 
As I understand the question, you are 
going to discourage swarming by ex
tracting, and If this Is to be done be
fore the combs are capped, I would say, 
do nothing In the way of extracting to 
discourage swarming that would Injure 
the product. I would suggest that the 
colonies In a fair-sized apiary are not 
always of equal strength, and If some 
of the colonies have the brood pretty 
well hatched, and you do not want to 
extract before ripe, and want to dis
courage swarming, remove half the 
combs and place on the weaker colonies 
and put empty combs In their places. 
Then by the time your combs are well 
filled these will be capped, and theÿ 
can be taken out ready to extract.

Mr. Cogshall—If there Is any drone 
comb in the hives, that will Increase 
the tendency to swarm.

Mr. Edmondson—With the larger 
hives there Is less tendency to swarm.

Mr. Holtermann—There Is a nice 
principle there. You will see the beau
ty of the laws which govern It. In the 
honey-flow season I often think I have 
much more honey than I have, for as a 
rule there is a lot of young brood In 
that hive, and In the majority of cases 
the bees take the uncapped honey and 
use It for the developing of that brood, 
and after all there Is not so very much 
uncapped honey In the hive.

Q.—"Which Is better, extracted or 
comb honey?”

Mr. Smith—I would say there should 
be no difference.

Mr. Hershlser—I put that question 
In, as there was a little discussion as 
to the advisability of selling extracted 
honey for less than comb, as some one 
said one could produce more of It. I 
do not see why extracted honey should 
be sold for a less price than comb. The 
quality of the white extracted honey Is 

Just as good as the comb honey, and

we should get the same price for IL I 
have been trying to sell both for the 
same price for some time, and I have 
found that the beet way to do It la to 
put It In small packages. In about 100 
cases I can sell this small package of 
extracted honey before I could sell one 
of the quart or larger packages. I do 
not believe In the Idea of living from 
hand to mouth, as a great many people 
do, but If they see several glasses of 
honey, say quart, half-gallon and the 
smaller, they will pick out the small 
package every time.

Mr. House—Extracted honey should 
bring as much as comb, and my ex
perience is that In the white clover 
flow you can get as much comb as ex
tracted. Of course, there are Instances 
In the fall of the year when the bees 
might store more buckwheat into the 
comb, but during the main flow or 
and 1 have decided that there should be 
no difference In price.

Mr. Holtermann—Don't you think In 
the larger cities that there is more 
demand for the ynall package. In the 
smaller places, where there is more 
surrounding country, the people will 
buy larger packages than they will In 
the city, no matter where the city Is 
located.

Mr. Hershlser—Farmers and those 
who only get to town once in two or 
three weeks, will buy larger packages, 
but I don't think you can fall to notice : 
the tendency of the manufacturers Is 
entirely In the direction of putting their 
goods In small packages.

Mr. Chrysler—If you want to sell the | 
large packages to the consumer of 
honey, say five years from now, sell 
him small packages now. You must 
educate the rising generation. I find | 
It pays me well to put honey In small 
packages.

Mr. Craig—Mr. H» hlser, how did | 
you manage to liquify that honey so j 
It remained liquid? (Refers to sampk)|
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Mr. Hershlser—I liquify the bulk 
honey slowly, at about 150 or 160 de
grees. Then I fill the glasses and put 
on the covers, put them In a shallow 
pan or water bath and raise the heat 
to the same temperature as before. 
Then I put on the labels. The second 
heating keeps It liquid.

Q.—How long does It take to liquify 
a 60-lh can ?

Mr. Hershlser—Take as long as you 
can. It is not an operation you can 
hurry. I put It In a water bath, usually 
In the evening, and have the gas burn
ing low, letting It heat slowly, and re
move some time the next day. You 
want to be careful not to get the water 
too hot and It Is well to put a little 
frame of wood In the bottom to let the 
glasses rest on so that they will not 
come in direct contact with the stove. 
You might scorch It If you let It come 
In direct contact with the heat.

Mr. A. Lalng—Quite a few bee-keep
ers have Intimated to me that they 
would not sell honey In less than 50 
cent packages. We all like to sell as 
much as we can but there Is something 
In what Mr. Chrysler says, perhaps In 
two or three years they would want a 
pall full. Plenty of people would spend 
10c where they would not spend 50c. 
The small packages may be a great ad. 
for larger packages later on.

Mr. Trlnder—I can sell honey In 10 lb. 
pails faster than I can in the small 
packages. A big family will not buy 
the small package, and only a rich fam
ily can afford the small ones.

Mr. Lalng.—I have had experience In 
j that connection, but at the same time It 
j la the poorer families who will take the 

smaller package every time. The people 
| who do not knowr what honey is and 

have not been educaied up to it won't 
| buy the larger packages.

Mr. Hershlser—As to the way poor 
I People buy. You never heard of a rich 

man buying a bushel of coal but It Is 
I nulle a common thing for the poor man

to do so and they do the same thing 
with their living, they live from hand to 
mouth. Of course, that does not say 
that all poor people are Improvident, 
but the majority of them are and that 
is why they are poor.

Mr Trlnder—You know some people 
say that buckwheat honey Is no good.
I want to tell you that in soma places 
It Is as good as white honey, but you 
keep condemning It and that Is the rea
son you can't sell it. I have lots of 
customers who prefer the buckwheat 
and I am selling It In Simcoe to these 
men to-day and they do not want any 
more white honey.

Mr. Lalng—We would all like to sell 
$1.00 pails of honey but if we cannot 
we will sell the others.

Mr. Holtermann—As a rule when you 
educate a man down to the smaller 
packages it Is a pretty hard thing to 
educate him back to the larger. People 
are like sheep—if It Is customary to 
take 10 lbs. they take it, and the same 
with the 5 lb. and the smaller packages.

Mr. Hershlser—I would like to say 
that we can take a pointer from the 
large packing houses; they put up 
nearly all their goods In small pack
ages They do not do It because It Is a 
pleasure to them for It is a lot of extra 
work, but because they can sell more 
goods and make more money.

Mr. Holtermann—Dispose of *wha* 
you can at home without cutting the 
prices and then ship the rest out.

Mr. Hershlser—If you can sell in large 
quantities do not go to the trouble of 
putting it In small.

Mr. Smith—In regard to liquifying 
honey, considerable has been said on 
this subject, but it might be Just as 
well to remember that for a certain 
class of trade, for Instance, shipping to 
the Northwest, the people want It solid 
every time.

(Continued Next Month.)
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THE
'BEGINNER’S TAGE
Department Conducted by E. G. Hand

The beginner needs all the help he 
can get; the more help he gets the 
better beginner he will be—providing 
It Is real help; and the better beginner 
he Is the better bee-keeper he will be 
as a rule. The more good bee-keepers 
there are, the better for the bee
keeping Industry. The more poor 
“ornery" ones there are, the worse fur 
It. I am sometimes forced to the con
clusion that 1 am no great "shakes" of 
a bee-keeper myself, there are so manv 
things I don't know about keeping beas, 
and don't seem able to find out. "Ten 
or twelve years ago, when I was In the 
"baby class" myself, I knew It .pretty 
well, but since then the few things I 
have learned have somehow or other 
obliterated nearly all my orlgl.-.al 
knowledge. The beginner who starts 
out with a big stock of theory has an 
advantage over the one who has noth
ing but a log full of bees to get him 
going, but each has a lot to learn, the 
first of practice, the second of prin
ciples. All beginners need help, Just 
the same as older bee-keepers do, and 
If reading what may appear In this 
department from time to time may 
help any beginner to be a better be
ginner than he otherwise would be, the 
writer will be glad that he wrote it.

The proper way to begin bee-keep
ing (having first, of course, contracted 
the bee fever, without a liberal Infec
tion of which you will not have the 
patience to follow the business through) 
Is to buy a book on the subject and 
subscribe for one or more "bee papers." 
The book will teach the student most 
of the principles and many of the par
ticulars of the business, and the papers 
or periodicals will keep him posted on

everything new that turns up; :>nd 
new things keep turning up faster than 
one would Imagine. The beginner who 
goes to work according to the details 
laid down In a book printed twenty. 01 

even ten years ago, will, when he after 
wards rubs up against the “latest im
proved" find that there has been a 
lot of things happened since the boot 
was written, lfttle things, perhaps, if 
looked at singly, but, taken In the a*, 
gregate, they make a pile of difference

Begin, then, with theory and Impa
tience. Read and study every thins 
about bees you can get your hands on. 
Spend a winter at It. Then you am 
ready for the practical beginning. Th» 
best way (for the beginner) to make 
this beginning, Is to begin on some, 
body else's bees—with the somebody 
else there to show him how. Fortun
ate Is the beginner who Is so situated 
that he can cut loose from everything 
else and spend a couple of summen 
working In the apiaries of the best bee
keepers he can find, who will take him 
on. He will learn more In this way, 
and learn It better, than he will in 
twice the time working alone, and will 
be then In a position to get some be» 
of his own, and make them pay frnm| 
the start. Theory is very necessary to 
success, but few people are so conitl- 
tuted that they can or will follow the 
ory closely—at first. They may thlnl 
they are doing so, while they are 
Ing a lot of “side-steps'" that will ci 
them a lot to unmake. As Dr. Milli 
outs It In a recent Issue of "Gleanlni 
In Bee Culture" : "Wonderful how 
one can stray away from Instructs 
while really trying to follow them 
one has a genius that way.”

So. Mr. Beginner, present or pi 
pectlve, If you would make a sui 
of bee-keeping, get right to work 
books and papers—principally Imolu 
first. Load up with theory for all 
are worth, from now until the flr»t

May. Then, I 
spend the sum 
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May. Then, If you can, get out and 
«pend the summer and fall with some 
man who has a lot of bees, and Is 
making them pay. By the end of the 
neason you will have theory and prac
tice so blended together that you will 
almost forget which Is which, will most 
likely have had most of the "get-rich- 
quirk" notions that you started out 
with stung and worked out of you, and 
will be In fair condition to make a 
success of It yourself In a small way 
next year. If you have to stay at 
home, stay. Get a colony of bees—Just 
one. When you have them used up It 
will be time enough to get more, and 
you will have a better Idea how to 
handle them and how to let them alone. 
And, when It comes to the fine thing, 
the latter Is much harder to learn than
the former.I

Kenelon Falls, Ont.

UNITING BEES.
Editor Canadian Bee Journal:

Dear Sir,—I read In the C. B. J. dif- 
lerent methods of uniting bee." and of 
Introducing queens. Although I am 
inly a new beginner, I will give you 
ly plan; It might be of some benefit 

lead to something better. I use a 
reen made from screen door material, 
la cut the same size as the hive with 

ilrips of wood around the same as a 
een excluder. In doubling up, all I 
ve to do Is to lift the cover of one 

ive, put on the screen, then lift the 
hive body with the lid on and 
It on the screen; If the weather 

very warm, I go In 24 hours, raise 
ie upper hive, take out the screen, 
id put back the hive and everything 
all right. It is simple and easy i.nd 
ver falls; In cool weather It takes 
un 2 to 3 days to get acquainted 
th each other before It Is safe to 

imove the screen. It seems to me that 
ire Is not the strong perfume In "he 
e In cool weather and It takes longer

for the upper colony to take on the 
scent of the lower one. It the collides 
have at all been bothered with robbars 
they are more suspicious of each outer.

During the swarming season If a 
good honey-gathering colony swarms 
I divide her frames up Into little nuc
leus with one capped queen cell In each, 
by the time those young queens get 
to laying or by the end of the honey 
flow, It Is easy to find the least profit
able colonies. I kill the queen and In
troduce a nucleus as above.

Fall Feeding.
In feeding bees In the fall I use a 

square open box, In fact, most of them 
are horse shoe nail boxes, and I make 
a float to fit the Inside; It Is made by 
strips 3-8 by 1 inch, put two cross 
pieces, one near each end, cut so they 
will slide up or down easy, then tack 
on the pieces lengthwise, leaving the 
outside ones 3-8 of an Inch from the 
sides and the same distance apart. I 
have had strong colonies empty one of 
those nail boxes In one night. I never 
feed In the morning because It puts the 
bees In an uproat- all day, when fed 
In the evening the bees get most of the 
food Is stored away by morning and all Is 
quiet. The boxes are placed In an empty 
super on top of the trames. I nail small 
pieces of wood on each corner of the 
box for feed projecting 3-8 of an Inch 
below the box, so It can be set down 
at any time without crushing any bees. 
First thing I nail the nail box all round 
then run hot bees wax round the ed
ges Inside then I soon have a feed 
trough. I am wintering 70 colonies.

T. BALMER.
Burlington, Ont.
P. 8. In the August number of C. B. 

J„ page 179, Mr. Alexander Taylor asks 
for Information concerning his bees 
crawling about on the grass during the 
month of June as though they were 
poisoned. I had a similar experience 
during June but with me It was only 
one colony, It lasted about a week, they 
acted us though they could not die and 
did not want to live; on lifting the 
cover there would be a few acting the 
same way on th) frames. Still the col
ony was strong and worked away; had 
It been poison surely some of the other 
colonies would have been affected. I 
went around them all but could not 
find any others affected In the least.
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\ QUERIES and 
: c/INS WERS :
M<MMMMMMMMMM<I<
Department conducted by Mr. R. H. Smith 
St. Thomas, Ont. Queries may be sent direct to 
Mr. R. H. Smith or to the C. B. J.

Q.—Please tell me the best way to 
requeen my bees from six Italian 
queens I purchased last summer*. 
Would you give them a queen cell as 
soon as possible In June or July, or 
what time?

A.—To Italianize an apiary from 
choice stock In June or July, first 
build up your breeding colonies to 
the swarming point, and when they 
have queen cells about ripe, or ready 
to hatch, remove the queens that you 
wish to replace, and give a cell in a 
cell protector.

What we consider a better plan is, 
when honey is coming In freely and" 
they are likely to swarm make a two 
or three frame nucleus from each col
ony that you wish to requeen, this 
will prevent the old colony from 
swarming, queen ceils may be given 
to the nuclei the next day. After the 
young queens begin to lay, or at the 
close of the honey flow, the nuclei 
may be built up from the old colonies 
and the old queens may be destroyed. 
This plan gives the use of the old 
queen until the young queens are 
ready to take their places.

Q.—A Manitoba bee-keeper inquires 
about four colonies that he Is winter
ing in chaff hives outside. He says 
the walls are 6 inches thick but he 
has the entrances closed with mos
quito wire to keep out mice, and they 
are filled up with snow, not snow 
drifted in from outside but snow

caused by inside heat of the colonie» 
(we presume he means frost).

He wants to know if this snow i.<| 
going to do any harm to the bet 
and if so would it disturb the he;i| 
if he were to rake it out.

The outside temperature keeps about 
Zero and sometimes even considerably 
lower.

A.—If there is sufficient sr.ow or| 
frost to close the entrance, I would re. 
move the wire cloth and snow', and| 
leave the entrance open about thre 
eighths of an inch. As there is verj| 
likely to be an accumulation of deal 
trees in the entrance, these shdii 
also be removed, which may be doi 
by raking them out with a piece 
bent wire, wdthout disturbing thebi 
very much. Mice are not likely 
cause so much damage as having ll 
entrance closed. I have found that 
small opening or crack about l-8th 
under the board or quilt above ll 
bees, and this opening well covei 
by packing or a cushion; would alio, 
the moisture to escape from the bin 
and which would not have to be 
pelled by them from the enti 
Bees prepared In this wafy usual 
come out clean and dry. Care mi 
be taken to exclude mice from d 
packing.—R. H. Smith.

St. Thomas.

Medical.
For rheumatism take a bee,

Then pet it;
The sting Is recommended and 

You bet It
Will either cure the pain or you’ll 

Forget it.

Cheerfulness Is a sign of sanityI 

is the person who has no laughter,I 
fun in his nature, the person who IT 
comes morose and melancholy whfl 
In danger of losing his balance.- 
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Honey Queens
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of the best strains on earth 
and with these I am catering 
to a satisfied trade Are you 
in it y Or are you interested. 
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hyone sending a sketch and description may 
tltly ascertain our opinion free whether an 
|ntion is probably patentable. Communtcrv 
listrictly confidentini. HANDBOOK on Patents 
T‘ree. Oldest agency for securing patents, 

lents taken through Munn & Co. receive 
' notice, wit hout charge, in theentific American.

-idsomely illustrated weekly. Largest clr- 
Iion of any scientific Journal. Terms, $3 a 

four months, $1. Sold by all newsdealers.

' &Co.38,Bro**«» NewYork
Office, 625 F SU Washington, D.C.

A Prophet of 

Profit
There is plenty of money 

in chickens if your effort is 
intelligently directed. Learn 
the right way to do things 
by subscribing for

Profitable Poultry
Milton, Wis.

For a limited time only 
25 cents per year.

Canadian 
Bee Goods for 
Canadian 
Bee Keepers

We are prepared to furnish 
full lines of Bee-Keepers’ 
supplies strictly first-class 
in quality and workman
ship. Qoold, Shapley, & 
Muir Co. goods at factory 
prices. Weed process comb 
Foundation. We have a 
supply of the German Bee 
Brushes, the latest and best 
Early orders solicited. 
Honey pails new design, 
lithographedin three colors 
blue, white, and gold’ A 
handsome package, sample 
by mail for 12 cents,

7J. H. Smith,
St. Thomas, Ont.
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140 Colonies of Bees, 150 
Supers, 27 Extra Hives, 
Hand Power Saw and all 
the requirements of a First

h. d. McLaughlin,
Vankleek Hill, Cnl.,

o4s Good as Netv. 'Price One 
Dollar Each.

Fifty 8 frAme LAngstroth Hives,
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Our Improved SModel cBee Hioes, 

(taking regular L frames) is the 
BEST HIVE ON THE MARKET 
TO-DAY. Investigate it.

All kinds of Bee Supplies a Spec
ialty. PRICES RIGHT.

Illustrated Catalogue Free■ Hardy 
Italian Queens in Season.

Beestvax Wanted.

F. W. Jones
BEDFORD, QUE.
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Profusely and Beautifully Illustrated throughout 
Artistic Colored Covers; every one a gem.
Serial and Short Stories by the best writers.
Up-to-date Special Articles and Travel Sketches.
Departments of Fashions, Fancy Work, House Furnishings, Culi

nary, Club Women, Success, Children's, and others pertinent to 
wholesome home life.

Same page-size and style as the Ladies’ Home Journal and other 
I high-class periodicals.

Clean, Vigorous, Practical; a magazine for the home—for every 
| member of the family. Now in its 14th volume.

Subscription price $1.00 per year, ten cents per copy.
PILGRIM PUBLISHING CO.. DETROIT, MICH.
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PAROID ROOFING

roofing material. It is wind,
water and frost proof. The colonies hr used in hives covered 
with Paroid Roofing may be left out of doors during the winter.

The publishers of the Canadian Bee Journal have used 
Paroid with good success. Send for samples and our instructions 
‘How to make your own hives with Paroid Roofing.”

ïï- w. birds son
Established in U. S. 1817.
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for over 30 years. Send fol 
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