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EDUCATION of YOUTIH.

HE education of youth is of fuch an im-

portant and interefting niture to lociety,
that the man who embarks in (o ‘;‘l\)l;mm a caule ‘:"
beuefitsa community as muchas he poflibly can, g
],rt;‘.;dcd his abilities are ade juate to the tafk ’
he is not only ferving the prefent, but is alfo
rening on a firm bafis, the pillars of the {ucceed-
1ng generation,

Ir 15 certainly neceflary for every perfon who |

undertakes the arduous tafk of a tutor, that Le




Vo an of {cund learnin o i
v d Inan ol icund i x“lt‘.fd“u' dia AX‘C"\'?JL?.A"
~

—
~

ir1CLer,

Ey a man of {found learning, 1 mean one who
underftands well the fundamentals of thofe
branches which he undertakes to teach : this
nto open the minds of his pupils
with facility, and convey hisideas in a clear and
mafterly manner. The not being reduced to the
mifcrable neceflity of having recoui{e to old ma

nufcripts for the quefiions and folutions which

he propoles to his [cholars ; he performs t
dzx':. of t C«lu} with chearfulnefls, leuétre
(}\‘Ix' to ‘kl"» .\: ‘ ( W tt \* 'f("‘
and by tl exhibit ( ( | elfefts,
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THOUGHTS ON THER

parents, and inftead of cultivating their geniuTes,

nip the embryo blo'fTom and crufh to nothing
the prolific fource of their future happinels,
‘1 HE moril conduét of a tutor, as 1 obferved

before, fhould ftand unimpeached : his behavi-
or, particularly in the prelence of his pupils,

{Liould be in exaét conformity with the “ rule

o} nght ¢ ne ithou d warmly encourage virtuous

p - : P ’ . .1 .
actions, and ule EVEery cliiort tx)f\.“vvg‘sx. IOUE
)
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EPDUCATION OF YOUTH.

7
It behoves every mafter of a {chool to becomne
acquainted as eurly as poflible, with the difpofi-
tion of his pupils : {oft words are fuflicient in
i induce { Loys to diligence, {fome
order to 1mduce lome bLOYS 1O Ul gence, 1on
will not do without threats, and others will ne-
ver make any progrefs without now and then

Leing broucht to the birchen altar.
g g

Tue paflionate mnan isa very improper charac-

i
ter to have the care of children ; for when un- b
.7 . . . : -4
der the influence of paffion, he will ule fuch a &7
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degree of feverity as oftentimes produces very :
ar | f 1 .
ferious efleéts, 1 have fie ] ently <‘-xi;cncnpctl .
"‘
the bitternefs of it u ylellf when a boy. 29
In fine, ‘A puffionate temper,” fiys the .
learned Mr. Addifon, “ renders a man unht for 8
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EDUCATION OF YOUTII. L]
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who have maiters had almoft 2s well 1
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e without
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them : I have {ince iny arriy y this Province,
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had opportunities of converfing with feveral,
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1o THOUGHTS ON THE
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lieve, will not be found te exceed twelve flii
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Cluded. It parents would be {omewliat more
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1 411 -
generous and allow, {uppole two or three dolla
1¢
11 1
dLNuUldlly more, which 11 D€ NO great ol ject,

t! . el
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Ux(y would foon find men who would undert ke

AV

the care of their children, and infliust them in

tormed mafter will by his converfation, oive |
icholars ideas of a fuperior kind, and carefully
contraft the moral with the immorsd, wheneves
occalion requinres. It 1s not enc 1 for a mafter
barely to live, his faliry oucht to Le f
wauld enusble him to liy up a tund in cider

1 1) { o |
1;.;}..» the daehciencies of old age.
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PODUCATION OF YOUTH.
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I3
tonly the cife, in reading the old and new te(-
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P! ~ment 1s to be reaped. The truth of what

1 have aTerted 1s evident to a demoftration ;

put a newipiper, magizine or any other book
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that he had never applied him{elf to reading, o1
that he had been neglected.  There are feverdl
books extant which boys might be put into as
foon as they can read the leffons properly, which
wre in the {pelling books, viz. fuch as Luficld's
ipeaker, Scott's leTons, ke.

Tue {carcity of books in this Province 1is fo

» ‘
Le regretted by all lovers of learning. T am

clearly of opinion that it any perfon v ould lend
into the States, or to England, for a collection
not only of fchool books but of others, he would
greatly benefit him/clf, and the Province allo.
By what I have written, I hope no one will
accufe me of depreciating the holy writ ; it s
ar rom my intentions ; 1 revere it, and v uld

exert my{clf as much as any one, in order to

2t the
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EDUCATION OF YOUTH,

at the {ame time, when put into the hands of 2

{chnol boy at a time anc

ufelefs.

In teaching arithmetic tl

roughly explain and give a «

in 2 manner which 1

mentioned, I look upon it as al-

mafter {hould tho-

emonftration of

JdS

dependance it has upon former ones and never
to let any of the {cholars fret and flew over a
queftion, a day, two or three d2ys or perthaps a

'k, as [ have known to be frequently the cafe,

N1nNg

the {cholar enters it, fhiew what

menfuration either of fuperficial

bodies, the mifier may give ocular de-

monftrition of {everal of the rules, by cutting

 fionres of the former in paper, and the

Py |
)i

ipnles, turnips or potatoes ; it will
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Iars.  TIn fuch like manner, the mafterought to
.~ , "

proceed threughout the mathematicls, whenever
opportunity ferved. One thing 1 would willh
to obferve, before I difmifs this part of the {ub-
je&, and that is, I am no advocate fur giving
cliildren taiks at the time of vacation ; 1t you
give holidays, give them, and not fct a {cholar,
perhaps as much more for a tatk, us he would
have had to learn had he Leen at {chool ; 1 do
not like to fce any thing given by halves ; no
mafier ought to be too profule in giving hol

d.:‘/s, but I would recommend to them that

they do give, to give coeartully and t them

-
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EDUCATION OF YOUTH, 17

f mean that’ which arifes from the fcholors gete
ting their \éffons ; many mafters 1 know give
encouragement to this way of proceeding, but 1
am clearly of opinion that it impedes the bifi-
nels of the fchool, rather than any thing elfe,
for thofe fcholars who are ftudying over qucf-'
tions, or committing, any thing to memory, and
not being of quite fo vociferous a caft 2s the o
thers, muft certainly be much incommoded by
this noife ; a nolfle which I can compare to no-
thing but the aggregate hum of a bee-hive.

U witr now mention thole mathematical au-
thors which are moft efteemed in England at pre-
fent ; {fuch information may perhaps be ufeful
to fome few in this Province, who have a2 ma«
thematical turn and wifh to Le in pofleffion of

vouks writtem on the fulje@, I am not ac-
C
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_quaintcd with Ameérican authors, except Pikeg
whofe arithmetic, if abridged, would make a good

200k for fchools. The authors chiefly read in

England, are as follows, viz.

Hutton's 1 &
J\ Arithmetic,

Bonnycaftle's .3

Webfter’s :
} Book-keeping.

Dilworth’s p

Adam’s,

Wright's, Ufe of the globes.

Webfter's

Guthiic’s Geographical grammas,

Tho. Simpfon's  Geometry,

Robt. Simpfon’s  Euclid.

Marti‘n's Trigonometry, 2 vols,
Moore’s Navigation.

Hutton's Menfuration,
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EDUCATIJION OF YOUTH,

Breaks's Surveying.
Leadbeater’s Guaging.
o Dialling.
do. Aftronomy.
Bonnycaftle s Algebra,
Rowe’s Fluétions.

N. B. 1 with to oblerve that Doé&. Hutton
has publifhed two treatifes on menfuration, one
isfor the ufe of {chools, price 3/.fterl.in twelves,
the other is in oftavo, price 15/, fterling, which
every perfon which ftudies the mathematics
{hiould be in poffeflion of ; it ftands higher in

the eftimation of the learned than any other

book written on the fubje&t.

It undoubtedly is a duty incumbent on eve-

ry mafler to teach his [cholats the rules of po-

~

. .

9

Iitenels ; he (iould be cautious and check them

4




20 THOUGHTS ON THME

whenever he fees a dcﬁciency,‘ and at all oppor.
tunities be careful and fet the exanple himfelf.
But is it frequently the cafe that children feem te
leave behind them at [chool what degree of po-
litenels they have attained to, and take it upon
their return, forgetting in the mafter's abfence,
to put into pradtice the precepts delivered by
him. The parents are apt to raile a hue and cry
that the mafter teaches his fcholars no manners ,
they complain of his wearing his hat in the
houfe, or omitting the little monofyllible, Sir,
&c. Butif we examine into the caule of this
behaviour, I Lelieve we {ha)l ind it not to relt

with the mafter.

.....

they
ther
com
mor

bett
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EPUCATION OF YOUTH.

they learn nothing but lying, fwearing and o~
ther bad praétices. Here perhaps they choofe
companions who are both mifchievous and im.
moral, and never knew what it was to be taught
better. 1f the old {sying be true that one rot-
ten fheep corrupts a whole flock—what a fpeedy
havoc muft there be where there are as many
sptten fheep as found ones !

Parents would do well to keep their childien,
as much as pollible from pliying about the
{treets, where they feldom formm any connexion
but what does them more hurt than geod.
Loofe, iiliterate COMpanNions marr more than is

Yoy r
s Icial

“”,
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be wrong informed, thé delicate ties of amity

and friendfhip will be corroded, and many a no-

ble fentiment .will be diflodged from the breaft

it loved to inhabit.

Acain—It frequently happens that a boy who

attends a feminary of leaming, has brothers or
Biters at home who do not attend ; are thefe
properly inftruéted with refpeét to genteel be-
havior ? if not, their condu&@ muft have a great

influence on the boy. He perhaps is one half

of his time in their company, and as example
works more forcibly than precept, it is much if
he is not led to copy both their aétions and be-
haviour, fo that what is done by the mafter at
{chool is undone at home.

Laftly. Do parents intereft them{elves as they

-~ 1 - ! \
ovght, in this particulit 7 Do they tl emfelves
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EDUZATION OF YOUTH.. 23
fot the exaniple at home ¥ In general, I am ae
fraid it is too much negleéted. They are exa
tremely forward in cenfuring the fchoolmafter,
whenever their children are guilty of a breach of
politenels, when at the fame time the fiult lies
at their own door. 'What can a boy think when
his father chides him for wearing his hat in the
houfe at the [ame time that he has his own on ?
What can a boy think, when he hears his father
eurfe and {wear, and ufe obicene language con-
tinually in the houle—or what a boy can ima-
gine, when he {ees his father come ftaggering
home with all the majefty of drunkennefs from
the tavern, where he has been not only offering
ap a copious libation at the fhrine of Eacchus,
»ut perhaps has been engaged in its concornitant

vices, luch as gaming, &, This is too frequent-
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ly the cafe ; and thp ¢lcct which fuch condu&

mufl hive on the oflsor g, s too evident to
need recital. Let parents thercfore condu@
themlelves in a proper manner before their chil-
dren at home, let them pay a due attention to
their behaviour, otherwile the mafiey had us well
do nothing as attempt a reformation in theig
mainners.
To conclude, by the obfervations I have made
L\
relpedting the qualifications of a tuter, I hope
the reader will not accule me of endeavoring to
rai{fe my own reputationat the expence ol others,

1

-~

15 far frotn my intentions. 1 envy no mnen.
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But 1 muft again foy, that if maftars were pu
J v

der proper (x:r:;ln..l\:?, befure they werce per-
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’ EDUCATION OF YOUTH. 25

't would be atttn‘dcd with the bappielt fuccels.®

.T'nis plan they firitly adhere to in U.-‘.t' United
Siates : no mafter is there permitted to open a
{chool, without he appears, by a proper {crutiny
of his abilities, to be a qualified perfon. If this

plan was propofed here, it would, I think, meet

CII !
. with encouragement, and I for one would naife
|
: | my voice and loudly excliim
aud !
]
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by i Does not experience juftify the truth of this ohfirvas
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