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Eromanga.

REV. HUGH AL ROBERTSON.
iRH\].\.\'(}A, memorable in the annals of

Christian missions, is onc of the New
Hebrides group,  sitnated  between 187
ad 18° S, Lat, and between 1685 and
2169€ Fast Long. It is stited about 200 miles
N.E. from New Caledoniz, 1000 north trom
New Zealand and 1,400 from Sidney, N.5.W.
The island is about 95 miles in circumterence.
I5coast line is indented with numerous witys—

the largest being Cook’s Bay on the East,
Potinia on the North and Dillon’s Bay on the
West, into cach of which mountain streams
cmpty themselves.  In the interior, moun-
tams 1> to a herght of from 2,000 to 3.000
feet.  The soilis vich and the scenery heauti-
ful. The climate during the greater part of
the year is debghtful, the uaunant foliage of
the padm and the cocoa-nut tree Affording
avateful shade,  Itis scldom oppressively hot,
the thermometer never rising above 9210 the
shade. The island of Tanna, eighteen or
twenty miies to the sonth, is visible by night
a~ well as by day, by reason of its volcano,
which has heen in a state of ceascless erup-
tion since the group wis discovered by Capt.
Cook in 1774,

After tweaty-three yvears of missionary Ia-
bheuss in sarious parts ot the South Seas,
vears erowned with brilliant suceess, John
Williame, “the apostle of Polynesia,” took
up his headquarters at Upslo, one of  the
Samoan graap. While there his attention
wis atracted to the New Hebrides, numer-
ously peopled by tribes of whom little was
known excepting that they  were naked
stages of the lowest type - Cannibals whose
mode of life was <o 1evoling as to he indes-
cribable. On the 20th of November, 1839, after
his return from England, Williams with a
party of twelve missionaries arvived at Ero-
manga with a view of settiing s e Chris-
tian teachers upon it [mmediately after
tanding he and his companon, Mr. Harris,
were murdered by the natives at Dillon’s Bay.
A\ mission thus haptized with b'ood, however,
was not to be ahindoned.  Before six months
had elapsed a pauty of brave Samoaa teachers
renewed the attempt. They not only landed
but they lived a whole year on the island.
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But he troubles and privations they endured
during that time were more than they could
bear ; some of their number had died and
the survivors were glad to have an oppor-
tunity of getting away from it with their lives.
Eight years later four native Eromangans
were taken to the missionary institution in
Samoa, and af er three years’ training they
were tz” :n bacx. Encouraged by occasional
visits from Bishop Selwyn and Mr. Geddie,
of Aneityum, these native teachers worked
away as best they could. Though they made
little progress themselves they were preparing
the way for others. At length the Rev.
George N. Gordon, of Prince Edward Island,
was sent to the New Hebrides by the Synod
of the Presbyterian Church in Nova Scotia
that had already sent Mr. Geddic t~ Aneityum.
While on his way to his field of lubour he
was married to an accomplished young lady
in London, a Miss Powell, and they two set
out with the heroic determination of taming
the blcod-thirsty savages of Eromanga. He
himself was a man of herculean frame, in-
doinitable perseverance, and brave as a lion.
They arrived in June, 1857. For a short
time all went well with them, but ere long his
wife was prostrated with fever, and trials of
various kinds thickened around them both.
Yet, nothing daunted, Mr. Gordon persevered
" in translating, teaching, preaching, erecting
school houses and visiting the people. In
1861 a destructive hurricane swept over the
island. Then the measles broke out among
the people, who died by hundreds. Believing
that the missionaries were, in some way or
other, the cause of these disasters, and in-
stigated by some of the heartle¢s traders who
regarded the missionaries with no friendly
eye, the natives, in an evil hour, fell upon the
beloved missionaries and brutally killed them,
both husband and wife, on the 20oth of May,
1861. A faithful band of converts gathered
the mangled remains of theirrevered teachers
and buried them on the south bank of the
river that flows into Dillon’s Bay. Bishep
Patteson was the first missionary to visit
Eromanga after this tragic event. On that
occasion he landed and read the burial ser-
vice over the martyrs’ graves. Alas! that
this same noble Bishop himself fell a victim
to the treachery of the natives ot Nakupa in
September, 1871. The sad news that the
Gordons had fallen soon spread to Tanna and
Aneityum and caused great grief to the mis-
sionaries and their converts. Full soon, too,
the tidings reached Prince Edward Island,
where a pious mother, weeping for the loss of
her son, was willing to give another in the
place of the dead ; and he, too, ready to go.
As soon as he had completed his theological
studies, the Rev. James Douglas Gordon
offered his services to the Mission Board, and

was designated to the New Hebrides. He
reached his destination in 1864, and took up
the work at Dillon’s Bay, Eromanga, where
his brother had left it. The Rev. James
McNair, from Scotland, joined the Mission in
1867 ; but he was not permitted to labour lona,
He died on Eromanga, the 16th of July, 1870,
*“ Beside the grave of the murdered Gordons,
by the bank of the stream that was reddened
with the blood of Williams and Harris, under
the waving plumes of the cccoa-palms, lics,
awaiting a glorious resurrection, the body of
James MacNair, as devated a missionary, as
prayerful a Christian, as sincere a man as the
Church ever sent into those South Seas.” M.
Gordon, after spending four months in a
canvas tent on tie large Island of Santo, with
a view of opening up that Island, took up lns
residence at Potinia Bay, Eromwanga, where
numbers of the people waited on his teaching.
While in the very act of revising, along with
a native assistant, the seventh chapter of the
Acts, in which the martyrdom of Stephen is
recorded, he too fell by the tomahawk of a
native on the verandih of his own house
Thus five missionaries—and the wife of une
of them—‘ hazarded their lives” and met
death in their heroic endeavours to make the
Eromangans acquainted with the way of Life.

Must Eromanga be given up in despair?
Certainly it was not an inviting field. But
ground had been broken.  Some property had
been acquired, and some converts had heen
gained. A whaling establishment at Dillon's
Bay afforded some protection for life. * No’
said the Mission Council, “it must nat he
abandoned.” But who will volunteer for this
forlorn hope? “Here am I. send me.” was
the reply from another Nova Scotian, the Rey.
Hugh A. Robertson, who with his brawe
young wife arrived at Aneityum two months
after the murder of the second Gordon,

Mr. Robertson was born at Avondale, in
the county of Pictou, in 1841. His father,
who died in 1881, at 80 years of age. wisa
well-to-do farmer, himself a native of that
famous county that has given more ministess
to the Church than any other county n the
Dominion of Canada. The generation hefore
him were among the early settlers from Blar
Athol, in Scotland. Mr. Robertson began life
as a clerk in a store in Mill Village, Pari~boro,
Cumberland County, and then in the town of
Pictou, where he also taught in the Sabbath
School of St. Andrew’s Church. He jomedm
the communion of the church for the first
time in his native parish, of which the Rev.
D. B. Blair was and is still the minister. He
received his first missionary impulse by 1eac:
ing a book written by Rev. William Gill.of
Samoa—* Gems from the Coral Isles.” and
when it was announced that a missionary ves-
sel was to sail from Halifax, he could not re-
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sist the temptation to go and sece these beau-
uful isles for himself.  He warked his passage
accordingly in the * Dayspring,” when that
beautiful mission vessel—-the children’s <hiff
- -sailed from Halifax on the 7th of Novem-
bes, 1863, with James D. Gordon, Mrv. and
Mrs. Morrison, and Mr. and Mrs. McCul-
Jough, amidst the tears, the pravers, and the
cheers of many friends. The only time that
the lion-hearted Gordon was scen to weep is
said to bave been on this occasion, as he
looked back upon his native land which he
was never to see again.  Their route w.s via
the Cape of Good Hope to Melbourne and
Sidney.  Fhey arrived at Ancityum on the 5th
June, 1864. At Melbourne Mr. Robertson
was appointed agent for the New Hebrides
Cottou Company of Glasgow, and in connec-
tion with this business had his home for four
and a half yeuars on the island of Aneityum.
Part of the time he lived with Mr. Geddie,
the founder of the New Hebrides Mission, and
anative of Pictou. N.S,, and part with Rev.
John Inglis a missionary of the Reformed

Two courses were open to the Missionary
aspirant,—to go to work at once as a lay
evangelist, orto prepare himself by a coumse of
study for the full work of the Ministry, He
preferredthe latter,and returned to Nova Scotia
where he went through a course of training in
the Theological Hall at Halifax.  He further
fitted himself for his great life-work by a two
years course in medicine. He was then li-
censed and ordained by the Presbyterian
Church in connection with the Church of
Scotland, on the 11th of August, 1871, and de-
signated as their second missionary to the
New Hebric:s.  On the 6th of September he
martied Christina McNeill, daughter of the
late Mr. John Dawson, an elder of the Presby-
terian Church at Little Harbour. On the 24th
of October they sailed for Liverpool along with
Rev. J. D. Murray and his wife—Dr. Geddie’s
immediate successor on Aneityum, and Rev.
J. W. MeKenzie and his wife, now mission-
aries on the Island of Efate.  From Liverpool
they sailed to Melbourne in the famous
steamship Great Britarn.  What with regular

Presbyterian Church of Scotland.  Distance | services, prayer meetings, bible-classes, Sun-
no longer lent enchantment to the view. The ! day-schools, lectures, &c., they made the ship
dream of his early years had become a reality. | a floating Bethel, and the sixty days seemed
He saw heathentom in its darkest and most!short.  They joined the Daysprin- at Mel-
revolting form, on islands north of Aneityum I'bourne and arrived at Aneityum on the 1st of
and, knowing now what missionary life was: May 1872, After a tour of the islands, it was
when stripped.of its romance, he resolved. on: decided that Mr. Robertson and his wife should
the invitation of the Presbyterian Church of be located on Eromanga. Like brave soldiers,
the Maritime Provinces in connection with the | they accepted the post of danger.  Had they
Church of Scotland, to become a missionary. | not done so that island, so greatly in need of
Perhaps the lines which we find him quoting | the Gospel, might have been closed avainst it
in one of his letters about that time had some- | for many a day to come.
thing to do with his decision :--- | With mingled feelings of doubt and thank-
“ My soul is not at rest: there coiaes a strange | fulness thenew missionary and his young wife
And'secret whisper to my spirit, ltke I took possession of the “manse” at Dillon’s
Adream at night. Why live I here? The vows Bay, such asitwas. It was surrounded by a
Of God are on me, and 1 may not stap : wooden stockade as protection against sudden
To play with shadows, or pluck earthly flowers, :attack by the heathen peoeple, an occurrence
Till my work have done, aud render up “that might take place at any moment, by rea-
Acconnt. The voice of my departed Lord, son of the unhap )y fecling created by the mur-
¢ Go teach all nations,” from the eastern world ! der of Mr. Gordon inthe minds of the Christian
Comes 01 the n'ght brecze, and awakes my ear, ! portion of the community, now huddled to-
Tud I will go. I may no longer doubt {gether at Dillon’s Bay to the number of about
‘:0 give up (riends and home and idol hopes, !seventy. ‘To the heathen mind mercy means
:I’:‘:l::::’z “:‘(’,‘ll:]"t:“’ th““;hb‘“:z :‘H }"’:en d | cowardice ; forgiveness is weakness ; but re-
Earth’s lit{le store{)}' borrozv:d sl\veet ]ga:ure Lonee 1 manly, anc if ten men way lay and
Have had encugh of bitter iu my é"i’ ’ 4 kill one man they are called heroes. Just about
’ . the time of Mr. Robertson’s settlement seven

To shew that never was it His design stis ;
Who placed me here, that I shonld live at ease, of the Christians had gome over to  Poo

0 driuk at pleasure's fountain. Henceforth then tinia Bay and deliberately shot three men and
It matters uot, if stora or sunshine be * jawoman as a_summary reprisal for the mur-
My carthly lot, bitter or sweet my cup ; der of their missionary. Two of the avenging
I only pray, God fit me for the work ; party weic chureh members and teachers,
God make me holy, and my spirit nerve This glimpse of Eromangan etiquette s suffi-
Fer the hour of «trife. Letme but know cient to shew the kind of material Mr. Robert-
There 19an arn: unseen that holds me up, — son had to deal with.  During the first few
Aneve that kindly watches all my path i years the lives of the missionaries were fre-
Till I mv weary pilgrimage have done ; iquently in danger from the treachery of the
Let me tut know I have & Friend that waits !natives, but, by the blessing of God on their
To welcome me to glory, and I joy ! patient and sclf-denying labours during eleven
Totread the dark and dread.fraught wilderness.” | years, a happy change has taken place. How




32
great a change may be gathered from the fact
that in Jaly 188z, five hundred Eromangans
attended at public worship ; one hundred
and ninety partook of the Sacrament of the
Lord’s Supper, and five hundred and thivty as-
sembled at Dillon’s Bay to bid the nissionary
and his wife good-by on tie Sth of December
when they left to visit their native land; and
also, that during his abscnce no less than
thirty-three of his native teachers conduct
regular Sabbath services in as many different
places on the island |

To sum up in a brief paragraph what might
easily be extended to many pages, Mr.
Robertson’s work on Eromanga has been
eminently successful. Three years ago last
June, the Martyrs’ Memorial Church was
dedicated to Christtan worship at Dillon’s
Bay, rot far from the s ot where Williams
and Harris fell.  “At both services,” says
Mr. Rohertson in one of his letters, *“the
church was filled by an attentive and decply
interested congregation, among whoni were
the sons of the murderer of John Williams.
Daniel Usuo, the second eldest, engaged
humbly in public prayer ! Five years before
that day he threatened to take my life, but
the Lord had better work for hini to do, and
better things in store for him and me.”
Many of the children now attend the schools
in different parts of the island, and excellent
buildings have been crected for their accom-
modation. The people are becoming indus-
trious and comfortable, they have better foad,
better houses, and of the Christian portion of
the community it can be truly said--* they
are clothed and in their right mind.” They
asc regular in their attendance upon divine
ordinances- both on Sabbath and on week
days. They are becoming hberal in their
contributions for the support of the gospel
among themselves and even for the spread
of the gospel to the heathen beyond their
ownisland. By their contributions they have
already paid for printing 1,000 copies of the
Acts of the Apostles, and 1,500 copies of their
Catechism, and they will further give liberally
towards the cost of publishing in Eromangan
the four Gospels which are now passing
through the press under Mr. Roberts)n’s
supervision.

The whole population of Eromanga at the
present time is 2,500, of whom 1,000 are
nominal Christians and 1,500 heathen. It
might be more strictly correct to say that
there are 500 Christians and 500 more who
are “ church-goeis”  There arce 190 imembers
in full communion. Eight eiders were or-
dained by Mr. Robertson in 1882. There are
two mission  stations — Dillon’s Bay and
Cook’s Bay—with good churches, mission-
houses and school-houses, boat-houses and
stock yard at each station. Besides these

THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD.

there are 32 school-houses (grass thatched)
and 34 teachers, all Eromangans. The sit-
sation of cach of the school-houses is indi-
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ated on the sketch map by a cross and a
glance at the manner in which they are dis-
tributed is sufficient to <hew that the ranks of
heathenism have been  completely broken:
that ‘the sound of the Christian teachers
voice is heard on all sides, and there is good
reason to hope and eapect that erce long the
whole of the people will be brought under
the influence of the gospel.

-

THE DAVSPRING.- This is the name of
the mission vessel that plies between Sydney,
N. S. W, and the New Hebrides, making
two trips in the year, She is a fine thiee
masted brigantine, 100 feet long and 22 fe!
in breadth. She is fitted very comforiably.
Besides cabins for the captain and ot
she has seven staterooms for missionary pas-
sengers, a beautiful dining-room, and 1 cabin
for native teachers. She is not oniy well
equipped but she is also one of the fisiest
sailers in Polynesian waters.  She i~ the pro-
perty of the Sabbath-school childien of the
various churches engaged in the mission. Cur
Canadian Sabbath-schools contribute $1.250
a year towards her maintenance.
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Che Conversion of Ludia.
FFBRUARY 10, ACTS XVI :
Ay Golden Text, Acts 16 5 14.

&l
‘{'NEAPOLIS, at the head of the Egean
% Sea, was 140 miles north-west from
Troas. Samothracia—an island half way be-
tween. The voyage occupied two days.
Philippi—the chief city of Northern Mace-
donia—was a fortitied town, specially interest-
ing as the first place in Europe to receive the
Gospel. Paul revisited it several times and
the Christians of that place more than once
contributed for his support, ch. 20 ; 6 ; Phil.
4 ; 16. It wasto them he wrote his beautiful
epistle to the Phillipians. V. 12. A4 Colony—
A Roman “Colony” was different from what
we understand by that term. It was a strong
military post intended as a safeguard of the
frontier and in its laws and language a repre-
sentation on a small scale of Rome itself.
Vs. 13-14. The number of Jews in Philippi
was small. They had ro synagogue, only a
temporary structure outside of the gate, con-
veniently near the river for the frequent ablu-
tions connected with their worship. Christ
made the first distinct declaration of his
divinity to a woman, john 4 ; 23 ; and here we
see that the first European Christian congre-
gation was composed of women. We may be
sure the order of service was very simple.
Lydia was a proselyte. The business which
brought her here was the dying trade which
flourished from an early period at Thyatira
her native place. Wihose hcart—see 1 Sam.,
10 ; 26. This shews that the inclination of
the heart towards truth does not originate in
the will of man : it is a work of grace. Sike
attended—the Word of God demands our
closest study andattention. V.1s5. Bapticed
-—tlns is the first mention of baptism in con-
nection with [Paul’s labours ; whether the
hous~hold included children is not stated,
but the presumption, as in other cases of
houschold baptism, is that it did. V. 33. Here
is also a fine instance of genuine hospitality,
constrained—she would not take no for an
answer. It is like the incident at Emmaus,
Luke24 ; 29. Vs 16-18. 7 prayer—on their
way to the usual place of public worship by
the river side. Zamscl—female scrvant, in
this instance a slave girl, v. 19, the joint pro-
perty of several masters, kept for the purpose
of imposing on the credulity of the Philippians
who regarded her insane ravings with super-
stitious reverence. Vs.17-18, The testimony
which she incoherently uttered was true, but
its effect, coming from such a source, rather
hindered than helped the Apostles. Our Lord
rejected similar testimony, Luke 4 : 34-35.
Being gréieved-—for the poor demoniac, and for

11-24.

the iniquitoys uses to which her infirmity was

turned by her masters, in the name of /s
master Paul putan end to the interruption by
an exercise of the miraculous power conferred
by Christ on the disciples, Mark 16 : 17, V..
19-21.  The conduct of the magistrates con-
firms the reality of the wiracle.  Zrowuble our
cily—yes, indeed, hut it is in a righteous
cause, see ch. 17 : 6, and is a splendid ex-
ample of missinr vy bravery and zeal. V..
22-23.  Their loties, e, of the prisoners.
Beaten without ¢rial and without mercy, sce
2 Cor. 11 : 25. Juner prison—a dark,damp,
cold dungeon. 7/e stocks—an instrument of
torture with holes for the feet, which remained
in use almost to our own times.

10 l——

Conversion of the Hailer,

FEBRUARY 17. ACTS XVI : 25-30
Golden Text, Acts 16 : 31.

2,

)\ rODERN prisons are palaces compared
A%E  to the old-time dungeons, see Jer. 38 :
6,9, 11-13.  But, after all, “stone walls do
not make a prison,” Vs. 25, 26.  Sang proises
—these servants of God had learnt in whai-
ever state they were therewith to be conteat,
Phil. 4: 11; they were even able to rejone,
Acts 5: 41; Rom. 12: 12, Compare with
Acts 5: 19; 12: 7-10. Doubtless they suny
some of the psalms of David, which have been
the comfort of God’s people in every kind of
trouble, e. g. Ps. 102: 19, 20; 79: 11" 6y:
33, 34, &c.. V. 27. By the Roman law the
jailer was to undergo the same punishment
which the prisoners who escaped by his negli

gence were to have suffered. With a stern
feeling common to such officials, he decmed
suicide better than disgrace. Vs, 28, 2.
Assured by Paul’s exclamation that his prison-
ers were safe, a new fear seizes him. e
feels himself to be in the presence of a hizher
power, and prostrates himself before men
whom he now regards as martyrs. V. 30. His
conscience was awakened. Hence the n-
quiry for the way of salvation which these
men had been proclaiming.  What must I do
10 be saved 2—this momentous question ciery
convicted sinner must and will ask in some
form. V. 31. The answer is very bnief but
emphatic. It is neither more nor less than
the essence of “the Gospel,” John j3: 16;
Rom. 5: 8; 10: 13.  All the members of his

household inciuded, on the single, simple, con-
dition of their believing on the Lord Jesus
Christ. V. 32. Youne converts need instruc-

tion, so those are to!d about the life. death,

and resurrection of Christ, the only S.aviour.

Ch. 4: 12. An intelligent belief we must

have, 1 Pet. 3:15: but mere inteflectual

belief counts for nothing, V. 33. 7/e same

hour—midnight, v. 25, There is no hint that

they went outside of the prison, and it 1> nct
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1kely that there was any available supply of
water in the jail sufficient for immersion,
hence the not unnatural inference that the
mode of baptism was by pouring or sprink-

hng. V. 34 Zuto kis howse --outof the dun-
weon  Repoice =There is no joy to be com-

pared with that of a soul freed from sin. 1 Pet.
1: 8. Pelicving —good evidence of his belief
wis his humane treatment of the prisoners at
the hacard of his office, if not of his life. Vs,
33, 36.  Finding on reflection that they had
acted illegally, the mavistrates ordered their
discharge.  Go i peare—~as if that would
condone the outrage ! V. 37.  The man who
couvtsay. 1 am a Roman citizen,” felt him-
self secure from such unjust treatment; yet,
in their experience, was a gross violation of
law. Both of them, Roman citizens, had been
pidlicly beaten, wncondenited—-without trial,
Paul might have secretly escaped during the
night, but that would have disgraced himself
and the Gospel.  Acting as he did, he turned
the tide of popular opinion in bis favour, and
increased his influence for good. Vs 38, 39.
The illegal act exposed the magistrates to
severe penalties, hence their fear, and their
assumed civility —* desiring” them to depart
without further ado. V. go. The apostles
were not afraid, but left the prison in a digni-
fiedd manner, and spent some time with théir
kind hostess ere they went on their way to
proclaim the Gospel in other cities.

— ) —

Che Thessalonians and Beveans,

FEBRUARY 24. ACIS XVII @ 1-14
Golden Texi, Acts 17 ¢ 11.

Lo

TFTHESSALONICA, at the head of the
,_; Thermaic gulph, was the largest and
most influential city in Macedonia, 100 miles
south-west of Philippi.  Amphipolis was half-
way betwixt these two places, and Appolonia
37 from Thessalonica. They all layon the great
military highway of Macedonia leading to
Rome. The modern town of Salonica has a
population of 80,000, of whom 30.000 are Jews,
and is a mission station of the Church of
Seotland. Vs, 2-3. A4s lis manner was—
addressing himself to the Jews first wherever
he found them. ZVrece Sabbath days---He
remained much longer, but these first three
Sabbaths were devoted almost exclusively to
the Jews, after which he turned to the Gentile
population, working at his trade, as well as
preaching, 1 Thess. 2 : 9, and receiving aid
from his friends and converts at Philippi.
bhil 4:16. Reasoned---explained and ex-
pounded the O. T. Scriptures, shewing (1),
that the Christ of prophecy was to be a suffer-
ng Messiah 3 (2), that He was to rise from
the dead ; (3), that the Crucified Nazarene
was indeed the long-looked-for Messiah, see
alsos Thess. 4: 14. V. 4 Some of them

believed---evidently not many of the Jews be-
lieved Paul and the new teaching.”  From
1 Thess. 1 : 9-10it is inferred that the con-
verts were nearly all Genatiles, some of them
“proselytes 7 who had  conformed to the
synagogue worship, huat were not, as we would
sav, m full membership @ others of them were
up to this time idolaters, 1 Thess. 1 9-10.
Vs, 56. The words *“which believed not?”
being omitted in the R.V., confirms the opinion
that the Jews as a class did not believe.
Moved with envy --secing their influence
undermined by these strangers.  Lewd fellowos
—idle loufers, hanging round the market-place
who were only too easily induced to create a
disturbance.  This unruly mob attacked the
houseof Jason, with whom Pauland Silas seem
to have been lodging, but failing to find the
Apostles, they dragged Jason, who was doubt-
less a convert, before the rulers of the city—
Thessalonica being a “free city” had the privi-
lege of self-government, and its “politarchs?
were investedswith unlimited powers. There
were no Romar soldiers stationed there.
Huave turned the world upside dozwn - his
charge, meant as a reproach, was compliment-
ary to Christianity as the greatest moving force
in theworld. V. 7. The reigning Emperor
at this time was Claudius Ceasar.  The
Apostles were virtually accused of treason, as
their master himself had been, Luke 23 : 2
V. 9. Security—exacting a sum of money
from them with a pledge that the preachers
whom they had been harbouring should not
again disturb the public peace. Lot them go—
hoping to hear no more of this matter, Vs.
10-11.  Berea---sore 60 miles south-west of
Thessalonica. More noble—more open to re-
ceive the truth. They tested the Apostles’
doctrine by searching the Scriptures. John
5:39; 2Tim. 3: 16. It is the duty of the
people, no less than the ministers, to study the
Bible and to judge for themselves whether the
teaching they receive is in accordance with it.
To this end they should use such helps as are
within their reach, concordance, Bible diction-
ary, and commentary. \We do well to imitate
these noble Bereuns in their diligent and
earnest search for the truth, not forgetting to
ask the aid of heavenly wisdom. Jamest: s.

Paul at Athens.

MARCH 2. AcCTs xvit
Golden Text, Acts 17:28.

FICHE opposition manifested at Berea led the
,‘,.5 converts there to advise Paul’s leaving
the place. Some of these accompanied him
to the nearest seaport, whence he sailed for
Athens, 3oo miles to the south-west. The
voyage would occupy about three days. Athens,
the capital of Greece, was then a splendid
city, the great centre of art, erature, and

T 22-34
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philosophy. It was founded about 1556 B.C,
Its population wias from 120,000 to 180,000.
Achaia was at this time a Roman provinue
and Athens a “free city,” noted for its mag-
nificent temples and  statuary---also for its
idolatry, having, it is said, 30,000 1dols. V. 2.
While waiting for Silas and Timotheus, Paul
had time to take a leisurely survey of the city,
and soon learned that every one of the beauti-
ful buildings was dedicated to some of the
heathen dieties, Arcopagus, or * Mars Hill,”
to which he was conducted by the literat, was
a rocky eminence in the centre of the city,
where the Court of Justice was held.  Near by
was the temple of Mars and a colossal statue
of Minerva. Amid magnificent surroundings
Pauliaade his famous speech.  Zoa swperste-
tions—exceedingly religious—their altars to
wnknown gods prove both their desite to wor-
ship and their ignorance in worshipping.
Without denouncing their icolatry he tiies to
win them over to the faith, 2iving them credit
for a desire after a better relizion than they
professed. V. 24 He first asserts that God
1s the Creator of the nniverse, in opposituon to
the Epicurcans, who held that the world was
the result of chance, and to the Stoics, who
were pantheists. Zemples made with leandy
such as he saw around him. V. 25 The
Creator of all must be independent of the
receivers of His bounty.  James 1:17. Heis
the author of life. Gen. 2: 7. V. 26. Made
of ore—" blood” is omitted in R.V. Theidea
is that of the common brotherhood of man,
which leads us to seek cach other’s welfare.
V. 27. Paul ascribes the relationship and
distribution of the human family to the pre-
arrangement of God. Feel after him —apthy
represents the heathen vainly groping for the
true God. V. 28. His offipring—this had
been said of Jupiter by the heathen poets.
V. 29. Common sense should teach us that
such material dieties are powerless and that it
is, therefore, folly to worship them. V. j30.
Winked at—overlooked, or bore with.  Ianor-
ance mitigates guilt in some degree, as Paul
elsewhere claims for himself, 1 Tim. 1: 13.
Now—the word originally spoken to the Jews
is also declared to the Gentiles, who are con-
sequently responsible for their rejection ot it.
Luke 12 : 48. V. 31. Clearly teaches the
reality of the last judgment day when every
one will be called to account. Matt. 24 : 31-34.
In that day God will manifest his righteous-
ness. Gen. 18: 25. Vs, 32-33. The Athen-
ians scouting the idea of the resutrrection,
Paul abruptly ceases speaking to them and
leaves the Dbeautiful city and its cuhivated
idolaters never to return to it. His visit,
however, was not in vain. A few be-
lieved ; and we may be sure his earnest and
admirable address would not soon be for-
gotten. Nothing further is known of either
D .onysius or Damaris.
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Egls_i;@ztﬁ ?

AFS Christianity dying out > Few will ventuwie
1) to say se that have any correct knowlege ot
what is gomg on in the world,  Some people’s
fath is withering and dying ; thewr zeal s fro-
bitten 3 thewr love s dend.  Some Christians- -
alas, how many !—are Christians only in name.
But making every allowance for all drawbacks, we
may truly atfirm that the world hald never before <
much of living Chrtstianity in it.

Is Protestantism dying? How often have the
prophets of infidelity and of medievalism pro-
claimed the impending destruction of Protestanusm
with its divisions, and its faith i the Bible, and a.
respect for * private judgment.” ook at (i
Luther celebrations of the past six months. G-
many h.:s been stirred and roused to do honour 1,
the grec: Reformer, as never German was honoudd
before.  Eighty mullions of the most enlightencd
people in the world celebrated the Reformer’s £
hundredth birthday in a spirit and manner that -
dicated a just appreciation of the principles which
Luther held and the doctrines which he taught.
Three centuries ago the Reformation was sull in
danger of being quenched in blood.  Two hundied
years ago Rome still hoped to trample it under her
feet. Even twenty years ago the birthday of
the great Reformer could not have been celebrated
by a united Protestant German Empire, the most
powerful, as it is the enlightened, State in Ewope
No; there never was a time when Protestantim
Wwas s0 strong as it is to-day.

Is  rresbyterianism dying?  Presbyterianim
with its well ordered representative government and
its Calvinistic doctrines,  Where can you powmt ty
signs of sichness or of impending death? The
Presbyterian branch of Christ’s visible Church was
never before so well organized, so strong in num-
bers or engaged so energetically in the work of
evangelization. The old doctrines are honoured,
and what is more to the purpcse, they are largely
translated into practice. Presbyterians give of their
money and their time with iacreasing liberalty.
They, in many instances, give what is morc pre-
cious than gold—they give their sonsand daugiters
to be missionaries in heathen lands. We are )usti-
fied in saying that no Church does more fii the
heathen, in proportion to resoutces and numbers,
than the Presbyterian Chuich, No Church does
more for education at home or abroad. No Church
holds a firmer gnp upon God'’s holy word. “These
are not the characteristics of a dying Church. Pres-
byterianism, instead of dying, is commending w-elf
more and more to other branches of the Church of
Christ.  Our Methodist brethren are essentally
Presbyterians in their form of government Lpis-
copalians are constrained more and mec to
to give a place to the laity in the conduct of church
affairs.

No ; neither Christianity, nor Protestanticm, nor
Precbyterianism is dying. Each is advancing
Would to God that the advance were at a licher
pace. We need to be stirred up by the jecrs and
insults of infidelity, and by the threats and assump-
tions of a proud apostacy. The best proof of
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Church life is whcn there is constant work for |
Christ going on in every congregation and in every !
famll)-—when Church membership is continually
increasing. and there is at the same time growth in
all the graces and virtues that alorn the Christinn
character. A dead or dying Church is the most
dismal thing on this earth.  Let us take heed that
our congregations be up and doing, proving their | >
faith by their deeds and lives, and ever on the
alert to help in the glorious enlcrpmc of subduing
the world to Christ.

Our (m;'n_n—('fhurrh.

'&f UGMENTATION is the order of the
£%  day. With o promptitude and hearti-
ness worthy of all praise the Preshyteries of
of Ontario and Qucebee have acted upon the
imstructions of the  General Assembly, and so
cordial has been *he response, we may almost
assume that the object aimed at has been ai-
ready gained, and that this movement has put
an end to the scandal of miscerably imadquate
stipends in this section of the church. Al
though it 1s necessary for ministers to take a°
leading patt inthe campaign, it is a mistake to
suppose that this is altogether, or even spe-
dally, a ministers’ matter. It concerns every
member of the church, and since this question
must be discussed at all, it is well that it
should be done yuickly.  Our church can well
afford to provide adequately for her ministers. |
Indeed she cannot, except at gicat loss, neslect |
todo so. When our duty in this respect is
discharged there can be no doubt that all the
enterprises of the church will feel the benetit.
IN THE EASTERN SKCIION, a similar rmo- |
vement has been inaugurated.  For several
years prior to the Union of 1873, there wos in
operation in the Maritime Provinces a ** Sup-
plementing Fund” for ardding weak coegrega-
tions.  This fund was heipful, and in many
«ases helped congregations to become sclf-
supporting. It will now be swallowed up in
the larger * Assembly Scheme” whicin will
go into operation about the 1stof April. There
are m the Maritime Provinces 179 congrega-
tons. 62 of these give $7350 (with manses and
upnards. Giving $600 with manse, 36. Under
600, 39 Without staustical returns  16.
There are 6 congregations in exceptional cir-
cumstances receiving special aid  from  the
Home Mission Fund.  The amount which
would be required to level up all the saliries
to $750 with menseis$11,575.  To reach $6oo
with manse there will be required $1.500 more
than the ordinary revenue of the * Supple-
menting Fund.,”  The Committee fully ex-
pect that during the current ycar $600 with

l
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fpropriate address.

cwas chosen as the new
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manse will bc att: uncd, .md that there will be
a bonus to be divided according to the terms
of the sc hcme

THE SaBBATH-SCHOOL.—We invite atten-
tion to 1hc letter of the covener of the General
Assembly's Committee and  trust that this
year the desired information will be cheerfully
and promptly furnished, in the first place to the
Clerks of Presbyteiies or other ).acties author-
ized to receive the statistics,  The Sabbath-
school interest is fir oo important a one to be
overlooked or misrepresented.  The first step
in advance must be taken by the Sabbath-
schools themselves.  They are the source of
information.  Let them see to it that no fault
shall lic at their door.

KixasroNn W. F. M. Socie1rv.—The an-
nual huuncss mecting of the W, F. M. Society
of the Presbytery of Kingston was held on
Jan. 2. Principal Grant gave a brief and ap-
The annual reports were
reqad,— which referred among othe © things to

i thie interesting and stimulating visits of several

of our missionaries from the fureign field, and
to the loss sustained by the Socicty in the
death of s revered and beloved President,
Mrs. Machar.  In her memory the Society
aives $250 to build one of the ten churches in
l‘unnm.l,ml\cd for Ly Dr, MacKay. It also
adds Mrs. J.o T Campbell’s work in Mhow,
In the election of office-bearers, Mrs. Dickson
Fresident and  Murs,
Donald Ross late of Lachime, as a Vice-Presi-
dent i the place of Mrs. Al Wilson, removed
to Toronto.  The annual public meeting will
be held as usual during the meeting ot Pres-
bytery in \'.nLh

Presoxarn : Rev. John Fraser of Indian
Lands has returncd from the braes and
breezes of his native Seotland with renewed
Shealth to find a warm welcome from his at-
tached mnmch.m(m

ORDINATIONS Af\'l) INDUCTIONS

LISTOWLLL, Stratford - - Rev. Isaac Camp
bell, formerly of Richmond Hill, Zoronco
Dres., was inducted on the 18th of December.

JARVIS AND WaiLPOLE, FHamilton : —Rev.
John Wells formerly of East Williams was in-
ducted on the 1oth of January.

CaLes: Rev. A, Sutherland of Ripley, Ont,,
to Scotshurn  ana  Saltspring, ZPicton, N.S.
Rev. Joseph Gandier of Fort Coulonge, Lanars:
and Renfrezo, to St. Columba and St Paul,
Madoe, Kingston.  Rev. H. MacKay to Mill-
bank, Stratford. Rev.] K. Bearisto, to Flovence-
ville and Glassville, St. Jobn.  The call to
Rev. E. Cockburn, from Barnie has been set
aside : the Presbytery {of Lindsay) refused to
translate.

DEMIsstONs:—Rev. W, R. Sutherland of
Ekfrid.  London :——Rev. J. B. Hamilton of St.
Andrew's Church, Kincardine, Maitland. Rev.
Dr. Ncill of Seymour.,
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NEW CHURCHES.

DOMINIONVILLE, Glengarry:---A  beautiful
new church was opened for worship on the 23rd
of December. Principal MacVicar preached,
morning and evening to crowded audiences
The church is commodious, clegantly furnish-
ed, and its acoustic properties are especially
good. Itisall paid for and is thus honestly
dedicated to the Lord, as every editice of its
class ought to be.

KNG, Toronto :—Principal Grant preached
here on the 23rd of December, it the opening
of the new church---a very handsome brick
structure, §o feet by 33, with tower and spire,
hot-air furnace, and beautiful stained glass
windows. It is seated for 250 and cost about
$2,500— nearly all covered by subscription.

COLLESTON, Prince Alberty, N.W.T. :—~The
new church was opened for divine service on
the 18th of November, by the pastor Rev. R.
G. Sinclair.  The Luilding is well finished ard
cost over $500, of which $100 was obtained
from the Church and Manse Building Fund.

NORTH SALEM:---A very neat church
opened for public worship in this section of
Shubenacadie congregation, N.S.  Rev. James
McLean, the former pastor, preached the first
scrmon, and the second was preached by the
present pastor, Rev. M. G. Henry.

LONDONDERRY, N.S.:---A very handcome
new church has been completed in Great
Village, Londonderry, in place of the old
church, burnt a yecar ago. rhe new church
was dedicated on the 6th of January when the
pastor, Rev. James McLean, and Revs. J. A,
Logan 1nd J. Carruthers preached.

Cow Bay, Cape DBreton:—The church at
this place underwent extensive repairs during
the summer o was on the 18th of November
re-cpened for public worship, Rev. Dr. Murray
and. Rev. J. A. Forbes and the pastor, Rev. J.
Macdonald preaching on the vccasion.

MANITOBA ITEMS.

The monthly lctter from our esteemed corres-
pondent, B., came too late for insertion in this
issue. In regard to church openings in the North-
West he says. ¢ The fact is, church-openings
are so frequent that we cease to regard them as eras
in our church progress.” Forour own part we
look upon themn as faczs—convincing evidences of
successful work accomplished. The burden of his
letter deals with the farmers’ grievances which are
becoming formidable. ¢ It affects, directly, our
micsionaries.  Wlatever interested parties may
say, it is not political. In Turtle Mountain dis-
trict---a large region---many of the people have
said to us.---*We would willingly contribute for
church purposes but we have not a dollar’” The
farmers allege that their grievances arise from such
causes as these,---Lind Policy mistakes, by which
speculators get the advantage of actual seitlers:
(2 ) Excessive duty on implements: (3.) Millers
grievances—complaintsthat certain parties have a
monopoly of the grain market.

Mectings of Presbyteries.

Picrou: Jonuary 1lst.—A suit:b’e minute
with regard to the late Rev. P. Goodfellow
was entered upon the record. A call to Res.
A. Sutherland Ripley, from Scotsburn, &c.,
was sustained. A eommittce was appointed
to consider changes to be recommended in the
Book of Forms.,  All the Sessions within the
bounds had made their contributions to the
Presbytery Fund.  Committees were appointed
an statistics, Sabbath-schools, state of religion.
and temperance, to prepare reports.  The
conveners are, respectively, Messrs,  Car-
ruthers, Maclean, Donald, and Cunmming.—L.
A. McCurpy, Clk.

SYDNEY: November, 20th.—The Presbytery
met at Boularderie for visitation and general
business. The report of the pastor, Mr.
Drummond, showed the congregation to be
a very healthy state. T'wo new churches we
in the course of erection. The contract for
one is given out, and the amount subscribed.
The upper section had a difficulty about the
site, and submitted the question to the Presby -
tery which selected a site satisfactory to .l
Committees were selected on the State of 1e-
ligion. Mr. Farquharson, convener ; Temper-
ance, Mr. Murray, convener; Sabbath-schools,
Mr. Forbes, Convener, and Statistics. Mr.
Gordon, convener.---G. L. GORDON, Clk.

MoNTREAL: January &th.---Mr  Warden,
appeared on behalf of the General Assembly's
committee for the augmentation of Stipends.
He explained the principles of the scheme,
wherein it difiered frem that formed by this
Presbytery, the amount required to be raised.
and the sources whence the amount might be
expected to come.  The Presbytery pledged
itsell to do all in its power to make the
scheme a success.  Rev. A, B. Mackay, con-
vener, reported on  behalf of the scheme pre-
viously inaugurated in the Presbytery, stating
that 84,187 annually had aiready been guaran-
ted for three ycars, and shewing that $4.000
more is required to realize the amount expected
from this Presbytery as their proportion of the
wencral scheme, and recommending that the
I'resbytery scheme be merged with that of the
General Assembly as soon as possible.  Com-
missioners from Charles Street Church, To-
ronto, consisting of Dr. Reid and others, sup-
ported the call to WL R. Cruikshank of St Nt
thew’s Church Montreal. Dr. Rodger, Captar,
W. Ross and Mr. Kayford appeared in hehalf
of the congregation. Parties having been
heard, Mr. Cruikshank intimated his picference
to continue his present charge. Mr. Campheil
gavein the quarterlyreport on the City Mission
work shewiny progress in regard to the can-
vass for the purpose of ascertaining the ad-
dresses of Preshyterians who are not attending
any place of worship in the city, and recom
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mending an increase of $200 per annum to the
salary of the City Missionary. Reports of
missionary deputitions were given in by the
respective conveners.  Mr. Nicholls and Mr.
McCaul severally reported that a very consi-
derable reduction had been made in the debts
on their respective churches since last meet-
ine. It was agreed hereafier o print the
miaates of Presbytery meetings for the use of
the members.  Mr. Forlong obtamed three
rontls leave of absence on account of ill-
health. The Home Mission repmt was  given
in by Mr. Warden and its recommendations
were considered and adopted.---]. PATTERSON,
(k.

KINGSTON: Iwcemicr 17th.—A Presbyterial
missionary meeting was held, at which (in-
ter alia) Mr. Warden presented the claims for
the scheme for the augmentution of stipends.
Arrangements were made to further its inter-
ests within the bounds  Intimation was made
that Dr. Ncill’s congregation had offered him
a retiring allowance of at least $310 per an-
num with use of manse and glebe during life.
He tabled his resignation, which has since
heenaccepted. Acall was tabled infavourof Mr.
J. Gandier of Fort Coulonge from the congrega-
tions of St. Columba, and St. Paul, Madoc.
Professor Ross of Queen’s College was re-
ceived.—T. S. CHAMBERS, Clk

OWENX SOUND: December 21st.---A call from
Lake Shore and Leith to Rev. J. B. Fraser was
sustained.  The petition of Sarawak and
Kemble to be erected into a separate charge,
granted.  In the absence of Mr. Campbhell of
Harriston by reason of illness, Mr. Somerville,
the clerk, gave a detailed account of the Aug-
mentation scheme, and the Presbyvtery resolved
toda its utmaost in raising the proportion asked
from them by the Assembly’s Commiittec.---].
SOMERVILLE, Clk.

C“AUGEEN: Rev. W. T. MacMullen of Wood-
steck. appointed to assist the Preshytery anent
Awzmentation scheme, gave a very full and
clear statement of what was proposed to be
done and the manner of doing it.~ A commit-
tee was appointed to take charge of the matter.
Mr. Straith gave in aqeport of the commttee
on Temperance  One of its recommendations
was that a lecture be delivered in cach congre-
sion within the bounds during the winter,
which wite unanimously adopted and a number
of the wembers were appoired to the work.
=S, Youna, Clk.

Pakis: December 11th.---Prin. pal Caven of
Ko College was heard regarding  the effort
toraise a sum of 200,000 in support of that
mtitution. . The same was commended to the
liberality and support of the several congrega-
tons within the bounds.  Rev. WL AL Mackay
teported that he had presched in Ingersoll and
intimated the union of the two congregations

there. Rev. Dr. Laing addressed the Presby-
tery on the Augmentation of stipends to a
minimum of $750 and a manse, and a com-
mittee was appointed to take the steps neces-
sary for visiing the congregations in this be-
half.—W. I, MACMULLEN, Clk

SARNIA: December 18th.--Rev. John Rennie
of Ailsa Craig and Rev. Neil McKinnon of
Mosi. appeared before the Presbytery in be-
half of the committee on the Augmentation of
stipends. A local committee was appointed
to make arransements for the visitation of all
the congregations.  Mr. John A. McDonald,
Brigden, reported that he had orgunized the
sccond congregation at Petrolia.  Mr. Wells
gave in avaluable report on statistics which
was ordered to be published for distribution
thioughout the bounds. The business which
accupied the Court for the greater part of two
day~was chiefly of local interest.---Gr0. CUTH-
BELTSON, Clk.

MArieaNy @ December 18th.---Dr. Cochrane
addressed the Court on the Augmentation of
stipends, and was thanked for hislucid and
comprehensive explanation of the details of the
scheme. The Presbytery agreed to use its best
efforts to raise the <um of $1.500 as its share
of the amount required for this year and ap-
pointed a committee to take charge of the
matter. In the evening Dr. Cochrane address-
ed the Preshytery and the congregation on
Missions.  Mr. Hamilton's resignation of St
Andrew’s Church, Kincardine, was accepted.
It was agreed to hold a Sabhbath-school Con-
vention in Wingham.---R. LEask, Cik.

STRATFORD: December 18th. --The Presby-
tery met at Listowell for the induction of Rev.
Isaac Campbell and for ordinary business. A
call from Millbank to Rev. H. MacKay was
sustained.  Mr. Wright was appointed to pre-
pare a report on Temperance, Mr. Stewart, on
Sabbath-schoals, and Mr. Boyd, on the State
of Religion. It was agreed to hold a Presby-
terial visit jon of Knox Church, Stratford.
Steps were taken for the union of the congre-
wations of Granton and Lucan.--W. A \WILSON,
Clk.

BRUCE: December 11th.---Rev. P. McF. Mac-
leod addressed the Presbytery in behalf of the
committee on the Augmentation of stipends,
and received the thanks of the Court. A com-
mittee  was appointed to mature a plan
to be acted upon with the least pos-
sible delay. Messrs. Wardrope and Duff
gave in reparts of their labours, and of
the general condition of the mission on
Manitoulin Island. Returns on State of Re-
ligion are to be sent to Dr. Scott : on Sab-
bath-schaals to Dr. Moffatt, and on Tewmper-
ance, to M. Wardrope---on or before the toth
of February.---J. GOURLAY, Uik,
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\WORK IN THE l’Rlbii\lb.k\ oF ()Ul BEC.

The heavy snow storms of the liast monthhave
hindered our Augmentation  Scheme  com-
mittee from doing wll they had hoped. At
Kin-'sl)m\ hu\\cwr, a meeting wis held and
an active congregational committee appointed
to canviss the « un"xc‘.:.lllnu for increased con-
tributions, so as to meet the proposal of the
Asscimbly’s Committee  The Kimgsbury con-
gregation have been in the past very desirous
of suitably mamtiining ordinances, and we
expect i graufying response on the present
occasion. .\t their annual mecting, on Janu-
ary 7th, the Treasurer’s books showed o
balance on the right side. French work
the Presbyvtery is progressing satisfactoily.
In the Megantic district, Mr. Charbonnel
labouring zealously.  The new building which
is toserve as church, > choolhouse andteacher’s
dwelling, is nearly completed, and cfforts are
being made o get a switable teacher. The
Quebee Bible Society has long maintained a
Colporteur, who travels over the district from
Sherbrooke down to Metis, on beth sides ot
the St. Lawrence, and reports a quiet but
steady sale of the Seriptures.  Formerly, he
sometimes  encountered  rough  treatment,
but now he is courtcoasiy and  ofteatimes
warmly received as he visits from house to
house. .\ breath of inquiry is passing over
our people, which causes the opening of many
a door hitherto shut closely against the Serip-
wres.  The version of the Scriptures chietly
used is that of De Sacy, but a copy of Arch-
bishop  Baillergeon's version, with the notes,
has generally to be used for comparison. The
pu)])lc are somewhat suspicious as to the or-
thodoxy of DeSacy, until Baillergeon is com-
pared with 1t. Then they are “satistied and
will talk with intevest rvespectiag the wonder-
ful statements in the Word. The Testaments
d’s.ributed at the St. Jean Baptiste Day some
four vears ago are bhuing discovered in many a
home, with evidences that they have been
read, *‘but sccretly, for fear of the priests.”
The bitter contentions at present going on in-
side the Romish Church are allhelping forward
the deveiopment of intelligence and private
judgment amony our habitants. so that never
has there been in the history of Lower Canada
so favourable an opportunity as the present for
the judicious use of colportcurs—but it must
be @y judicious, if we would not have the
doors shut in our faces.  The Qucbec Society
has lately engaged a second colporteur to
assist the one already in the ficld.  Mr.
McLcod, about eight weeks ago, commenced
services at Rockland Slate Quarry.  The at-
tendance is reported as being very large, and
consists of all Protestant denominations, with
a few non-Protestants.  The Sabbath-school
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Fat lhnmpmn(.mc 15 lnuc and prosperous,

Punderthe superintendence of M. W Morrison.

Obituary.

- James Coorrr, an clder of Thornhill coun-
gregation, died in the end of*October Last
in his 36th vear.  He was i native of Bally-
mony., County Antrim, Ireland, and was highhy
respected in the community in which he lived.
Duxcan Srewar elder of Knox Chure b,
Belmont, died on 30th December, in the 50th
vear of his age. He was a native of Lochgily.-
head, Scotland, and for many years wis .
exemplary office-bearer of the Presbyteria
Church in Canada.

CEcclesiastical Aews.

R. DONALD FRASER, of London, l.s

7 gone to Malta for the benefit of his heaith,
Rev. Piofescor Crombic, of St. Andrew’s, hasal,
been obliged to give up his work for this winte,
and is sojourning in Rome. Dr. Kennedy, of
Dingwall, has also arnived there in a fecble <
of health. It is reported that Dr. Kay, of Filn.
burgh, has reconsidered his resignation of the
Argyle Place UL P. Church.  Dr. Cunningham. .f
Crieft, has been lecturing on ¢ Play-going  u.d
Novel Reading.”  ‘The advice which he gives 1o
young men, when boiled down, amounts to thi~:
**Go to the theatre as seldom as you can.™  Hav-
ing admitted in the lecture that *“there is ~el! m
any theatrical entertainment into which there 1~ nat
something  objectionable infused, even from a
moral pomnt of view,” some people think that the
lecturer might have gone a lutle further in the woy
of advice. The bazaar fever is atuts hagltm
Scetland.  Mr. John Campbell, of Tillicchewan.
in presiding at the opening of a bazaar in Glasgow
the other day, gave 1t as his o} inion that this isnot
the best way for congregations or the public
maintain their obligations to the Church a1 el
gion. 1lf the Christian community could «ce therr
way to give money for laudable objects without

“resoring to bazaars he thought it would tv far

' the necessities of the case.”

. families resiacnt in each storey ;
. persons ia the tenement !
i

better. Mr. Thomas T. Mclagan, in lectunng
St. Giles’ Church, Edinburgh, on *The 1.1~
and Lapsing” in the northern metropolis. ay. prald
with intense earnestuess to professing Chiistians o
utilize the streng*h with which they are invosted for
the reclamation of the lost.  “1f our aty chches
were periodically to empty themselves ani ~ach
out what work of this kind lay to thar Luvis
within their own districts, it would go far to met
Speaking of ool
morality, Mr. Mclagan incidentally menuons that
the house in Edinburgh in which Lord Biougha
was born, consisting of six storeys, has a dozen
tn all, about 200
Under the capt.on of



«¢ Preaching Matches,” the Christian Leader, of
Glasgow, has been calling attention to the custom
of hearing candidates preach in vacant congrega-
tons.  ** Why should they not commit the election
to the wisest of their number, who will hear the
minister in his own church —the only satisfactory
test.”  The Zeader propuses to abate the evil by
publishing the names of ministers who take part i
preaching matches, and opemng its columuns fo
correspondence on the subject.  The Free Church
Monthly suates that the attendance of students in
the New College, Ediburgn, is the highest ever
recorded there, namely, 1665 “and the quality as
marked as the quantty.” In Glasgow Free Church
College the number is 111, and in Aberdeen there |
are twenty-sin  theological  students.  Mesas.’
Monody aud Sankev continue their labours in London
with encowaging success.  Those who go to ther
meeting ouly 1o eriticize are at their wits end to
di.cover whercin the attractive power of the evan

aehists lies. A reporter of the Lall Mall tGia.ate
tied tosolve themystery. He says c-—+ It was
wet night, vet two or three thousand  prople came
to hear. “there was nothing  attracuve in the
preaching, yet it was listened to with extraordinary
mterest. . What could be the explanauon of all
trat 2 ¢In bewalderment,” rays he, 1 cought om
Mr. Sanhey. *Tell me,” I sud, ¢ what is the seciat
ot this impression 2 ¢ We have no secret,” he ve-
phed. < But,” [asked, ¢why all this feeling 2> 1
seldom, if ever, heard a sermon so singulaily un-
mepressive. 1 canunderstand  people bring touched
by vour singing and the inspirauon of a great
assembly uniting in praise and  prayers, but that
anv mortal man should be stirred by Mr. Moody's
discourse is to me an inscratable mystery.”  *Yet,’
wad Mio Sankey, ‘it isa fact.” ¢ So 1 see; but
what is the meaning of it 2 Why dues such a re-
salt filow, when appeals apparewtly infinitely
more ctiective leave hearers untouched 2 What s
thotanonale of it 2 Where is the clue to this dis-

mioportionate effect produced by such inadequate
means ¥ Mr. Sankey answered, I cannot explain
w: nar can yvou. Behind all instrument hties,
fechle or mighty, there lies an irscrutable wome
thing which influences the <oul of man.  We cail
it the Spintt of God. Beyond  that we canrat go.”
cLut ats laws—-its secret 2 *The wind bloweth .
wheweat listeth,” raid Mr. Sankey. and with that
answer T had to be content.”  There is not so
much heard about the Sahation Aimy as theie
ued to e, The novelty is wearnmg o, but the
work 1~ stilll geing on—reaching people who 1o all
appearances cannot be reacted by any other mearns.
General Bocth bas pullished a statomant of whit
has been done n 1883, He sent ot a hundred
thaasand dullars worth of musical instiumients, and
twenty-tne million cepies of the e ¢y ard
cther publications. ‘The Army consists of 630
cnjs of which 103 are abroad, emplaving 1,650
men ard women, who held 10,000 mectings
wechly, without guarantce .of any <alary ¢ At
tie Headquarters in London, cashiers, accountarts, i
Gerhs, architects, and sulicitors, are continually .
unplaed ; and «ditors toil th ough piles of manu-|
scupt, written in midnigl t hours by nuble labourtrs‘
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who cannot spell.” Meanwhile, thoughthe Army
is distinct from other church organizations, it has
not yet assumed the form of a new sect, and many
who look upon it with a friendly eve, hope it
never will.  But the temptation is great.
CaNava:--The saddest news that has come to
us for a long time is the account of a disturbance
that has broken out in Newfoundland betwixt the

“Orangemen and Roman  Catholics, by which a

number of lives have beea lost and feelings of the
m. ot deplorable kind eacited in the community. A
war of words 15 going on i Ontario regarding the
proposal to ask the local government for {unds to

. increase the equipment of the Provincial Univer-

sitv in Toronto. It is contended by the represen-
tutives of most of the other colleges that such in-

istitutions should share alike i government pa-

tronage, or that cach should be leit to provide for
its own supportas bestat can. Lishop Lewis of
Ontario bas been appoainted to preach the annual

csermon before the S, PU Gl Society in St Paul's

Cathedral, London, neat June. The New Domestic
and Foreign Mi--1 nary Society of the Church of
England in Canada has iseaed s first appeal, ask-
ing for $350.000 for missionary purposes for the cur-
rent vear.  7he Methodist Clhurch —The four con-
tracting bodies coasituting this new organization
in Canada ~eem to b adjusting themselves to the
new order of things with commendable harmony.
Indewd such 1~ the eagerness for union that Bishop
Carman in the Chritian Adzccate of Hamilton,
the organ of the M. E. Charch, has had to insist
upon the respective ¢ reaits of tnat church retaining.
ther indepordent existence until parhamentary
legislauon has been procured  and the proper time
for organic un'on arises It is expected thns will
be on next Dominion Day.  In the meantime the

s respective hodies are attending to ther work cheered

by the prospect of the grand things that await them
when they begin hoosekeeping together next July.
The largest of these badies, wiat is legally known
as ‘“the Methodist Chwich of Canada,” is now

,during the winter months specially employed in
- the furtherance of it mussionary enterprises. These

are in four departments, French, Indian, Domestic
and Foreign. In the last there 1s a markedly grow-
The work in Japan now engages
three Canadian missionaries and five native assist-
ants. Kev. i), Meacham, one of the missionaries, is
at presert in Canada striving  to raise §30,c00 for
the founding cfa Theological Institute in ‘Tokio.
Though there are o many «dr.cational schemes be-
fore the ckurch, sull. such liberal laymen as Mr.
Jobn Macdonald of Toionto and Mr. Starr of
Halifax feel that the respen-ihlity of supporting
this growing work cannot be ignored.

UNTED States: The cpening up of fraternal

. relations between the Preshyterian Churches of the
: United States, north and south, which was happily
_cffected la t summer has Jed many to infer that an

organic un:en of these churches is imminent. But
those who have looked more closely into the
matter are net so sanguine. It is admitted that the
feeling for incorporation is much more pronounced.
iu the north than in the south. It is even alleged,
though without founcation we suspect, that the Nor-



42 THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD.

thern Church has bzen unduly pressing in favour of meeting of the Evangelical Alliance in New York
union. The reasons given by an enthusiastic ten years ago will remember him somewhat, He
southern opponent of the union, (uuted in the afierwards paid a visit to Nova Scotia where hosts
Presbyterian Banner, are so like the statements of his relatives are to be found, as many perhaps as
made in opposition to other unions that we have are in Clough. It need hard!y be added that the
heard of, we can atford to smile at them. (1) ** Vi- men of lis day, giants many of them, are now
sible ecclesiastical organic union is not necessary to nearly all gone. Somewhat unexpectedly the Rev.,
the visible unity of the Church ; (2) union with us  Archibald Robinson of Broughshane has declined
would be an abandonment of **our [their] pecuhar to be put forward as Moderator in spite of the fact
testimony to the sole Kingship of CHRIsr in the that to all appearance he would *have got the
Church, and against placing His crown on Casar’s  honour unanimously.  The Rev, James Maxwel;
head ;” (3) *"the entinguishment of [their] spi- Rodgers of the City of Londonderry, i> now likely to
ritual life;” (4) ““giving fice course among us, be the coming man,  Mr. MacDermott has declined
[them] of all the heresies and isms that now infest the call to Rutland Square, Dublin.  Professor
the Northern Church;” (5) *¢th: handing over of Dougheity does not stand after all for the represen-
all our [their] Church property to the absolute tation of County Derry, he has reiired to make way
control of the North=rn Assembly.”  The real ob- for the Solicitor General.—H.,

struction, however, with this writer appears to be
the colowred man. **The Northern Church in all

its branches was and i> active in enforcing negro ?‘nnitﬂha nlla ﬂlt z‘ﬂrthwtﬁt,

cntizcr}shnp. and cndeavormg to cn_forcc_negro social By REV. JaMEs ROBERTSON.
equality. We who experience its disastrous re- . e T2 e
sults, and see its dangers in the future. look upon At Broadview, where ihe Rev. P. S. Living-

it as an atrocious crime against civilization and Ston is stationed, there has been erected a
religion.” The Banner says,—* We must pro- building to be used as a church jlnd manse
test, as will all our church, against charging the at @ cost oﬂabout $1.500. At Cadurcis an
Presbyterian Church with forcing the question of 1mportant mission ficld, where Mr. G. F,
union upon the Southern Church, We have not Smith was stationed during the past summer,
done anything of the kind ; we will not doit : we a very commodious chme was erected. At
have no right to do it. We have said that we are Calgarry, which is rapidly becoming a most
willing for union. The acceptance or rejection of important centre, where the Rev. A. Robert-
that declaration rests altogether with the Southern son is pastor, a church with a seating capacity
Church, and whatever may be its action we will - of ahout 130, was built in October last.  About
n‘ot complam.. Rev. Arthur I_\htchell D.D, o thirteen miles west of the west end of Turtle
Cleveland, Ohio, has been appointed one of the \j,untain, a neat frame church with a seating
Secretaries of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign. capacity of nearly one hundred and twenty-
Missions. , five persons has been constructed.  The Rev,
. John Mowat is the resident minister at this

IRELAND:—The Rev. William Graham, D.D., Place. The church at Gladstone has been
so long a missionary to the Jews, has just passed - considerably enlarged and a manse for the
away in the fuliness of years and of labours. He USC of the pastor erected. T hg minister at
was a native of Clough, County Antrim, the next this pointis Rev. D. Stillkef~ The Rev. A,
parish to that in which the writer of these lines was McF arl;mg: is minister at Greenwood, and in
Lrought up. His parents being in humble circum- that locality a very neat and comfortable
stances he had to work his own way through frame church was built during the past sum-
College. After being licensed to preach he worked mer. The people at Indian Head, more am-
for some time in the Belfast Towa Mission. In bitious than most of congregations along the
August, 1835, he was ordained and inducted over line of railway, have erected a very fine brick
the congregaticn of Dundonald, a few miles out of church this year with a seating capacity of
Beifast.  In 1840, the year of the union of the fully 300. The Rev. D. M. Ramsay laboured
Synod of Ulster and the Szcession Synod, he was there” during the swinmer. At Moose Jaw,
called to be the first missionary to the Jews, and ;der the charge of Mr. S. J. Taylor, a \ery
proceeded to Damascus where he worked devotedly poqp and capacious church with seatin: ac-
{:'(?_v:m’;’;'sf:o?:e:" nl:: w‘.i;‘:‘:zstf;:i‘}'::egz;ﬂ(’;g - commodation for about 200 was built. Through
of Bonn was selected as the field of operations and tl}e untinng c.r.lergy of the Rev. j‘amcs S":‘c'
there he laboured the restof his active life. And [i§ht three serviceable churches were crected

in the ncighborhood of Prince Albert, namely.

his was emphaticallv an active life, for he was at N o
the same ti;e 2 most devoted missionary and a At Fletts, the Ridge, and Willoughby. In the

prolific writer of books. It would be difficult to . tOWD of Prince Albert itself a fine brick manse,
say how many languages he was master of, and in ~COSting a})out $5.000, was constructed last fall.
this, as in everything else, he did nothing by halves. Moosomin, another rapidly growing town, 1s
He revelled in hinguistic literature, and at the same under the charge of Rev. Mr. Nicholl. A
time he glowed in speaking of the love of God.:very comfortabie church was erected there
Those who weie delegates from Canada to the ;last summer, At Rat Portage, which has suf-




fered so much recently through fire, a frame
church and a frame manse were budt. The
Rev. J. C. Tibb is the pastor at this point.
Owing to the cronded state of the building at
Regina for church purposes, the same was
converted into a manse for the use of the
minister.  The services are now held in the
McCasker Hall.  Rev. A, M. Urquhart, for-
merly assistant pastor to the Kev. C. B.
Pitblado, of St. Andrew’s Church of this city,
laboured at this station during the summer.
Stonewall is under the pastoral care of Rev.
James Lawrence. .\ very commodious frame
church was erected there last summer, which
vasonly recently opened.  The thriving little
wwn of Virden promises to become an im-
portant point on the C.P.R., and provision
was made there for a minister by the erection
of a church and manse. Mr. Dow laboured
there last summer. The congregation at Do-
wminion City finished a church there this sea-
son.  Mr. P. F. Langill was the missionary at
this station during the summer. Humesville
forms one of the mission stations in  the Chat-
erfield, and there a very neat and comfortable
trame church was built this past summer. Mr.
R. C. Murray was the missionary. Mr. Bal-
lantyne was missionary at Grenfelt, and the
people erected a commodious church at that
place.  The congregation of Union Point pur-
chased a comfortable frame church at that
place belonging to the Methodist Episcopal
Church.  This summary would indeed be in-
complete were no mention made of the very
fine church erected by the congregation of
Knox Church in this city, which, when com-
pleted, will, undoubtediy, be one of the finest
in Winnipeg or the Northwest ; and also of
the commodious manse built by the congrega-
tion at Kildonan for the Rev. John Pringle.

The Church and Manse Building Board
have rendered very matcrial aid in connection
with the erection of all the above structures,
with the exception of Knox Church and Kil-
donan manse. In fact, without the loans and
grants from this fund, many of those buildings
couid not have been attempted at all. The
corgregations of Manitou, Birtle, Greenridge,
Minnedosa, and Qu’Appelle have taken steps
to build, und consequently applied to the
Church and Manse Building Fund tor aid.
Their applications have been favorably enter-
tained, and as soon as the Board are in funds
ihe necessary money will be advanced. The
Board will have dispensed about $12,000 when
the entire work of the season is all wound up.
Natwithstanding the stringency of the times in
the money market, the prospects are that
building operations will be executed on a more
&itensive scale next season than even during
the past or any previous one. The want of suit-
#ble places in which to meet compels congre-
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Cwations totake actionearly. The high rents and
“the utter absence of suitable accommodation
atmany points compel congregations and the
Board of Church Erection to build manses.
MORE CHURCHIS TO BE BurirLt  Several
places have been mentioned alony the lines of
railway now projected and also alonyg the main
line of the C.P.R., where steps must be taken
carly in the season in order to buwld suitable
churches.  The Northwest Land Co. and pri-
vate mdividuals had dealtvery generoushy with
congregations in the matter of church sites.
The C.P.R. Co. and H. B. Co. granted sites
for half the prices charged others.  T'bere can
be no doubt that the country is rendered
much more attracuve to settlers by the erec-
tion of churches and the maintenance of
missionaries, and that no property holders in
the whole Northwest derive so much benefit
from the inflow of settlers as the C.P.R. Co.
and H. B. Co. The Church in ihe North-
west also owes thanks to the C.P.R. for
carryving all material for the constreciion of
churches at half the usual rates. Where lum-
ber has to be carried a considerable distance
the contiibution made by the company towards
the erection of churches in this way is not
inconsiderable.

Our Sabbath- Schools

LETTER FROM THE CONVENXNER.

Mr. Editor,—In the Record of September
last, vou gave an article on Sabbath-schools,
in which among other things you said that * it
would be better to have no report at all on
Sabbath-schools than so imperfect a one as
that presented to the last Assembly.” No one
was more sensible of the incompleteness of
that report than the convener of the Sabbath-
school Committee. And that he may not be
under the necessity of presenting so incom-
plete a report to next Assembly, he now res-
pectfully requests all clerks of Presbyteries,
convenersof Presbytery Sabbath-school affairs,
to use diligence that returns be received from
every Sabbath-school of the Church—that
those returns be tabulated, and the informa-
tion they contain be embadied in reports to
Presbyteries and Synods-—and that, as enjoin-
ed by Assembly, conferences be held, for the
purpose of awakening greater interest in Sab-
bath-school work generally. Thus full and re-
liable data will be furnished for a report to
next Assembiy,

Toronto Presbytery has moved in this
matter in a manner worthy of the importance
of the subject. Not that other Presbyteries
have not moved, but Toronto has taken a new
departure, and evidently means business as re-
gards its Sabbath-school work.  In particular

I
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it has adapted means for gathering full and ac-  but still I feel Iwill have to put up aroomin the
curate statistics of the work within its bounds. ‘end. I should mention in this that My
It is hoped that all Presbyteries will do the Burnfield pays part of this monitor’s salary
same, (3.) I must explain to you that the third
The prosecution of this, as of all depart- ' school has been provided for by the Foreign
ments of Church work, lies with Presbyteries.  Mission Board, since Miss Blackadder wrote to
We must see to the training of our baptized ! vou about the estates [ wished provided for.
youth if we are to be faithful to our engage- This is Palmyra. These are the original
ments, and loyal to the cause of Christ.  'The three. Ilet you know, as I do not wish to be
principles we hold should make us the most selfish, and you might wish to apprediae
vigorous of Churches in the matter of Sabbath-  further contributions for a school in M.
schonl work. The Committee have under con- Morton’s district.  Of course we need this,
sideration the question of providing a monthly : and much more, but I am now leoking at the
eriodical for the children of the Church ; and comparative ieeds of the whole field. I am
1t is hoped they may be able to recommend to  going to start an adult school, for two or three
next Assembly the issuing of such a periodical. . estates, where they ask for it; and we are
—ALLAN SimMpsoN, Convener. struggling to raise funds for a church in
Hanrrax, NS, Jan. 7, 1884. " Princestown. for which we have not half
enough funds in prospect. 1 will be happy w0
receive clothing for these schoo's ---shirt- for
JUVENILE MISSION SCHEME. “boys from four to fourteen years of age.---
TRINIDAD SCHOOLS.—The Committee of - milar garments for girls of any light or buzhe
the Juvenile Mission Scheme, in its last an-color or material.  Books, pictures, papcrs,
n 1l report earncstly advocated the reorgani- - &c., are also very acceptable.  Any -uch,
zation ot the scheme on sucha footing as sent to me, may ‘)0‘ addressed to the Care o
would make it an adequate representation of  Edward Dowlmg; Esq., Lunenburgh, N 5. 1
the missionary contributions of the Sabbath- enclose a copy of my cash 1eport for 1883 in
schools of our Church, which in its present | which you will sce refereaces to_the schoais.
condition it is not.  As, however, nothine has - Thanking  you for your efforts.-J. W.
vet been done to reorganize it, it is s.i'l ini McLroDn.”
p . . H . e —— ————— - -
statu guo, and the Treasurer has still 1o act: R ;
this year, temporarily, until some other ar-: Ouy .fﬂl‘t‘lgn @iﬁﬁiuuﬁ.
rangement is made. The Sabbath-schools —_—
which have hitherto contributed through it to LEITER FROM COVENER OF THE WESILRN

our mission work in Indore, Formosa and: SECTION.
Trinidad. are reminded that the time for send-:  [ear Sir: I forward to you the enclosed

ing remittances isagain at hand.  The follow- ; letter from Dr. Mackay, dated Formosa, Eust
ing letter from: Mr. McLeod. of Trinidad, con- . Coast, Bu-loam, Scpt. 8, 1883 :—
cerning the Trinidad Schools, provided for by . We are here, and will go back to Tamsu
contributions sent through the Scheme lastivery soon. There are eleven churches and
year, will be read with interest, and may enlist ‘as many preachers in this plain.  So ther
the sympathy of new contributors, as well as "are thirty-one churches in Northern Fo-
act as a reminder to old ones. It isaddressed ‘mosa.  Another old woman, a comvert of
to the Secretary-Treasurer of the Juvenile  many years standing, died after two hows ill-
Mission Scheme :— .ness.  She showed strong faith in Jesus tothe
Brothers: —1 have long been desirous end. When in Canadal stated that I leamned
of opening schools on the Brothers’ and:more of the sprken language here from hoys
Cedar Hill estates. Last year, I opened one | who were tending water-buffidoes than fraw
on Brothers’ but owing to want of a room had any other teacher. Perhaps some peisons
to closc it in the wet season. This year I thought it romance. Truth will surive the
began to build a school-house there, and about ; rending of the heavens. Onc of the boysi
the time it was done, the welcome contribu- | now a young man. and a student in Oxtord
tion of Miss Gordon was announced. [ bad’college. It isintensely interesting for me to
no regular support for it before. :2.) Cedar teach him.
Hill. 1 placed a monitor, Kamnarayan there Have you heard of many Buddhist piiestn
in February, to teach a class, but we have no ' China becoming Christians? Onc i< naw 2
proper school-rooin—only a low room without * student in Oxford College. He gave me allhis
a floor, and with one sidc open. Now that  cloaks, &c., and put on clothes like the people
your Juvenile Mission Scheme has so oppor- | He is letting his hair grow, and in the mean-
tunely and kindly given me another $120, I i time has <ewed a queue to the inside of by
will take measures necessary to start a proper | cap. The Lord reigns! Praise Him for ever-
school. | applied for rooms to the Manager, more.—G. L. MacKav.”
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In a letter from AMr. Wilkie in reference to}preacher. Friends in Glengarry, who stand
the difficulties which our missionaries have ! apart from us, not having been prepared to

had to encounter at Indore, he says: * We ' enter our union, cannot keep away from us in

found that our pamphlet had caused many . this work.
doubts to arise in the minds of not a few mis-
sionaries, and especially that the Calcuttali
Miscionary Conference was yoing to pass the'
matter over with a simple note of sympathy.
It was therefore thought that, as they are the
larwest and most influential (missionary) body
m India, we should, even at some cost, try to’
getthem to act.  About this time it was felt
that we as a family should take a change. It
was therefore decided that we go to Ailihabad
and Calcutta, meet the missionary bodies there,
and then proceed to Darjeeling, the station
nearest to Calcutta. It was avery long weari-
some journey ; but I am glad to say that we
have got the two conferences, viz : Allahabad
and Calcutta, actively to take up the matter.
So 1 hope we may be saved the neces-
sity of carrying the matter to the Privy Coun-
cl. especially as I expect all the other mission-
ary bodies in India to take up the matter.” !
Later intelligence encourages us to hope,
that those efforts and conferences will be fol-
lowed by some good result, and that our mis-:
sionaries will be free to prosccute the great:
work in which they have been engaged. !
Miss Ross, writing from the mission at In-
dore, says, concerning the baptism of Indar:

They are drawn in by the tide of
sympathy. They send the contributions of
their children, and we welcome their aid.”
Then we rejoice in this, that, towards our
mission in India, a stream of benevolence, al-
though less in volume, has begun to set. lts
waters are shallow yet, but by and by they will
be “waters to swim in.” “Algoma” (that is
the only name by which I am yet at liberty to
call him in print) offers to supply funds for the
education ot a convert at Indore. The first
instalment came to hand some time ago. From
three other quarters I have received offers of
money for a similar object. One offer was de-
finitely for the education of Indar Parshad, but,
as the money cannot be so applied at present,
the friends making the offer will no doubt come
to the aid of some other convert of equal pro-
mise in the same ficld. “ A little one shall
become a thousand. @nd a small one a strong
nation:” * [ the Lord will hasten it in His
time.” —THOMAS WARDROPE, Conzencr.

—— O —— - ——

Aew Febrides.

LETYER FROM REV. JOSEPH ANNAND.
ANEITYUM, 14th August, 1873.

Parshad, the Cashmere Brahmin, referred tol 7o Rev. Dr.

‘n Mr. Wilkie's letter (in November Record) :°

* There was great excitement in the camp, as {.E
¢

McGregor :

WROTE you a note at the close of our
L) Synod meeting, and among other things
then said, 1 told you that we had had no de-
crease in the population here during the pre-
vious eighteen months.  Since that time there
have been a number of deaths, making a de-
crease of some seven or eight on our side of
the island. An epidemic of influenza passed
over the island in June and July and cut off
about twenty persons.  The health of the
people is again fair. The cold season is al-
ways the most trying upon the natives, though
the healthier time for Europeans living here.
Qur work has been moving on much as usual
during the year. 1 have not so many at the
candidates class now as I had last year. At
present there are only eight attending.  Our
schoals continue to be patronized about as for-
merly—no improvement in the average at-
tendance. The young men are keeping aloof
jto a large extent from any class for training
teachers. The Sabbath services are well at-
tended ard the prayer mectings fairly so. 1,
_am especially well pleased with Mrs Annand’s
class of boys and girls on Sabbath afternoons.
She told them some time ago to try and re-
member the text of the morning sermon, and
also as much of the address as they could. So
. they began of their own accord and turned up

the family are wealthy and influential.  Since
the voung man has been brought back to bis
father's house, they are endeavouring to re-sn-
enste him, saying that, no matter what he may
be. he shall notbe a Christian. They forget
that, if his heart is right with God, they can-
not change it.”

Now what about the feeling of {iicnds at
home in regard to our work abroad? to this it
may be answered that the interest awakened by
Dr. MacKay’s appeal is unabated. The co-
lamns of the * Record” show what responses
taere are to it in gifts of money. Here is a
sample of the words of encouragement accom-
panying those gifts. With a remittance of
¥378.20 from the Sabbath-school children of
Gleazarey, Mr. MacGillivray of  Willums-
town, says: * What adds to the value of the con-
tributions is the fact that the children in almost
every citse gave of their ownearnings. You
getnot anly the money for the building of the
chapel, but the prayers of thousands, youngand
old, that God may bless the worker and his
work_and that, in the chapel built by the offer-
ings of our children, inany, many souls may be
otought into the kingdom of our Lord and Sa-
vour Jesus Christ. The money is for the’
building of a chapel and the maintenance of a
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the passages of Scripture quoted by me in the | Our Trinidad ‘Qﬁgﬁiun.

sermon, and these they commit to memory.
Some days they commit as many as fifteen or|
twenty verses, besides their other tasks given'! LETTER FROM REV. K. J. GRANT.
to be learned during the week. There is. Dear Sir.—By mail we learn of the appoint-
hardly one of them now but can tell her in the ' ment of Mr. Wright to succeed Mr. Christic as
afternoon the text and all the passages quoted | missionary at Couva. We are thankful that
in the sermon. They seem to spend nearly all * the Board has secured one to*supply the va-
the time between the two sessions at their, cancy. For seven months my assistant Mr.
books. How many of the boys and girls in: Lal Behari and myself have done our utmost
congregations at home can, in the afternoon, to sustain the work there both during the
tell the text and all the passages quotedin the week and on the Sabbath, and we reguid
morning service.? The usual contributions of , Couva as a most desirable field. It is so com-
arrowroot have again been made, but owing to ! pact that no great exertion is required to rcach
the weakness of some of the people to aid in any section of it. The railroad through the
the work, and through neglecting to plant the ceatre with three stations is a great conven-
root, the sum total is somewhat smaller than jence. By train, at a little cost and in a few
for several years past. However. it is a very minutes the most distant estate can be visited.
fair quality for them to make. The whole . [t was not so in Mr. Christie’s earlier exper-
amount given is 1,063 pounds, equal to five jence. Then for the greater part of six
casks. All the net proceeds of this goes as. months, when the rains fell, one had almost
our contribution for the vear to the Foreign literally to paddle thro’ a sea of mud. Roads
Mission Fund of the Church. The people a-e now gencrally macadamized, there is
have also kept their churches and schoolhouses | better drainage and less malaria, and the case
in repair, as in former years, without any help | with which one can effect an exit for a change
from other sources. They put new thatch on , of air, all combined, have reduced the risks of
one side and end of the big stone church g, residence in Couvatoa minimum. Hencein
this year, and also made about 2,000 feet our opinion neither the new mission family nor
of matting for the floor. This church their friends need have any serious apprehen-
is now about three times too large sjuns on the score of health. This compact
for our congregation, but the people areidistrict has a large Indian population, and |
unwilling to take a part of it down. That.am happy to be able to say that there aie se-
would seem too much like sacrilege to them.  yveral very encouraging features which any one
The church would seat about a thousand per- looking for signs of progress will recognize.
sons, and there are now only about a thousand . There are several large hospitals in which you
and forty or ﬁft}' souls on the whole island, in-’ can get an audience on any d;l)v' and at any
cluding old and young. We use only one end hour of the day. On several estates thercisa
of it but the whole roof has to be kept thatch- nycleus of Christians, and I anticipate for the
ed, which is quite a burden to the people, since  pew missionary much comfort in his work and
it requires renewing every four years ; and if [ trust much fruit. Pray that he may come to
there be hurricanes, possibly more frequently it . ys “ clad with .zeal as a cloak and endowed
has to be done. ' with power from on high.”

The reports from the various islands occu-©  SAN FLRNANDO, 26th Nov., 1883.
pied by missionaries are cheering. There ap-~ —_

pears to be progress nearly all along the line. s ond 't d
The two brethren who were settled Tast year, 3‘155'0”3(!‘ Q‘abm“'
on Epi and Tanna seem to have received —_—
encouragement from their people. We were- WILLIAM CAREY.

much cheered this year by the arrival of two.
more new labourers—Dr. Gunn and Mr.
Murray. The former has occupied Mr. Cope-

IKE many other great men whose
A4 names will be h:«}nde(l d())\'h to postenty
land’s late station, Futuna,and Mr. Murray has | With honourable mention, William Carcy “I?S
gone to Rodd’s Anchorage on Ambrym to- of humb.e parentayge. He‘ was boin :p} e
open a new station.  The latter's health'is not : Village of Paulerspury, Northampronshiie
very satisfactory now. In fact it is doubtful England, on the 17th of August, 1761 A“{
whether he can remain any time in the islands. | boy he was thoughtful, observant, and ford ]:’
One lung is pronounced affected. Dossibly | books. His father being the ‘sclmolm:nstq. e
the disease may be stopped, but it is not very | received such limited educational ad\.lpmgcé
likely that it will be. We all sincerely hope , as the vnllage.school aﬂ'qrdgd. He was ‘t'(m(l
that it may be, and that Mr. and Mrs. Murray | of fun, and joined heartily in the games and
may be permittedto labour long in their chasen  pastimes of his companions. Even while2
field.—J. A. ' child he made it a rule to complete whatever




THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD.

he began, and never allowed himself to be
wrned from his purpose by difficulties. This
was the making of the man. At twelve years
of age he began to study Latin and Greek
without a teacher, geuting only occasional
help from a weaver mn the vidage who had
been educated for the medical profession, but
who had been obliged by his unsieady habits
10 tuke up a humbler occupation. At fourteen,
Catey was bound apprentice to a shoemaker,
and continued to work at his trade for several
years.  For a time he resided with a Mr. Old,
at whose house the Rev. Thomas Scott, the
celebrated commentator, was a frequent
wisitor. A sermon preached by Mr. Scott was
the means of his conversion. From that time
his growth in spiritual knowledge was gradual
and continuous. He first became a village'!
schoolmaster, and then the pastor of a small

Baptist Church at Barton, where he preached

lis first sermon at the age of eightcen. He:
stll worked as a shoemaker. He removed to .
Moulton, where he found more time for study, '
still, once a fortnight, he might be seen walk-

ing eight or ten miles to Northampton with a

big bundle of shoes upon his shoulder, and .
then returning with a fresh supply of leatherto’
make another batch. While working and
preaching in this way, amidst many difficul-
ues, he became possessed by a spirit of mis- |
sionary enterprise, and by and by the idea of
establishing a mission to the heathen so com-
pletely engrossed his thoughts, he could talk of |
lile else. But his words seemed to those !
who heard him as an idle dream. His,
brethren in the ministry did not sympathize |
with him. It happened, however, that in|
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Thom s, a medical man who had been long in
India, he was led to choose that country as
the field of his labours. *“There is a gold
mine in India,” his friend had said, “but it
seets almost as deep as the centre of the
earth ; who will venture to explore it?” “1
will go,” said Carey ; but remember you musé
Iold the ropes.”  So they two went to Calcutta.
Carey at the very outset threw his whole soul
into the work, although, to the disgrace of the
Government, he found the greatest difficulty in
establishing a mission. They were forced
lecave Calcutta, but were permitted to com-
mence a mission at Scrampore, a Danish sta-
tion on the Hugli, a few miles from the
capital. There a church, a school, and a

"printing press were established. Additional

missionaries were sent out to his assistance,.
and Seranipore, in course of time, became an
important centre of education and literature.
In 1801 the New Testament in Bengali,
translated by Carey, issued from the mission
press. Soon after this, so famous had he be-
come, Carey was appointed Professor of
Oriental Languages in the College of Fort
Williani. founded by the Marquis of Wellesley.
Thenceforth bis life was chiefly devoted to
literary work, the most important of which

“was the translation of the Bible into no less

than forty different dialects. At length, after:
toiling for forty years, his health and strength.
began to fail. He did not, however, cease
from his labours until he had seen two hun-
dred and thirteen thousand volumes of the
Holy Scriptures, in whole or in part, issued
from the mission press at Serampore. Dr.
Carey died peacefully on the gth of June,

May, 1792, he was appointed to preach before ' 1834. Thus passed away, in the 71st year of
the Baptist Association at Nottingham, when | his age, one of the most accomplished scholars
he delivered a thrilling discour:ze from Isaiah iand most self-denying missionaries of his
340 1-3. From this text he dwelt chiefly onitime—a great man, who in his young days
o themes, 1st.— “ Expect great things from | had been contemptuously spoken of as the
God™; 2nd,—" Attempt great things for God.” ; * consecrated cobbler”—a spiendid example
So irresistible was his argument, and so:of industry and perseverance consecrated to
powerful his appeal, it was then and there re- ; the noblest of all purposes—the spread of the
sihed to institute The Baptist Missionary | Gospel in the world.
S(fic:zly -a society whith has been the meaus | _—
of domng a great amount of good in heathen | Fored issi
countrics, and still ranks as one of the large fﬂrngu 3“55‘0“5.
?{nd wfluential Missionary Societies of Great —
ritain, and is a remarkable proof of the | 423 - .
wonderful results achieved b\? the faith, ! 3FORE‘GN missions, like every other self-deny-
enerzy and perseverance of a single individual. | =% "8 work, to which God calls men, has its
It further illustrates what St. Paul says in |oPPosers: 1€ it met with vniversal favour, it
. B N y Y would be a strong argument against it. Carnal
1 Lot 12 27— “God hath chosen the weak | o "ot in sympathy with God’s will, and his
things of }he world to confound the things plans are foolishness to them. Whatever cause,
that are mighty.” Carey gladly accepted thc | therefore, does not arouse opposition from that
appomuuent as the first missionary of the new quarter, promises but little good. Even Satan.
society.  The great question now was wheie | can smile, approvingly, when everything goes to
they were to commence operations. Carey | s likirg ; but let an enterprise be started that en-
had long thought of the South Seas, and was

dangers his rule, and it is like lrgading upon the
prepared to go thither, but meeting with a Dr. | tail of a rattlesnake; he shows his fangs at once..
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As the opevation of the Spirit of God in men’s ’
hearts may be known by the opposition of the fleshly :

|

A common, and perhaps the most plausible ob- |

lusts, so the evidence of his truth and its transform-
ing power may be undersiood by the resistance it
meets from world-loving and selfish men.

jection urged against missionary efforts among the |

heathen, is, that if they will live up to what light |

.they have, they will fare well enough in the hands

.of a merciful God, who will never punish them for
-unavoidable ignorance.

proven that th- heathen do live up to all the light
they have, as it is here assumed, th: logic is
spoiled. Put in the form of . syllogism, the argu-
ment stands thus :

without any knowledge of Christ or his atonement.
2d. The heathen do live up to the light they have ;
therefore, 3rd.
knowledge of Christ or his atonement. The whole
force of the argument hangs upon the szcond pro-
position, which the objector assumes to be true

without a single proof or a shadow of one; and
1

against every evidence yet obtained.

The Bible teaches that the hearts of unregenerate
men are carnal, at enemity with God, not subject
to the law of God, nor can be, and hence no man
in that state ever tries to live up to all the light he

has, nor does he welcome it when it comes to him. !

Paul says the heathen are condemned because that
when they £new God they glorified him not as
God, and did not like to retain him in their know-
ledge. They had had him in their knowledge, and
had cast him out, and so, he says, they are left with-
outexcuse,and hence under condemnation. No person
delights in thetrue knowledge of God till his heart is
brougk: into harmony with His, nor is he inclined
to live up to its claims ; but is positively dicin-

This objection would ;
‘have force, were it not for that 7£ Unless it is |

1st. If the heathen would live |
up to the light they have, they would be savedl

|

They will be saved without any !

i 5. The command emanates from the Supreme

'in every age, until every human being is converted.

iunto the end.

churches in Burmah, with a membership of nearly
25,000 persons. A statement like this is well cuj-
culated to stimulate generous contributions for
expenditure in missionary labour.

MISSIONARY FACTS AND PRINCIPLES,

1. The heathen are conscioug of sin. Theirre.
ligious works contain confessions of sin and yearn.
ings for deliverance.

2. The heathen feel the need of some satisfaction
to be made for their sing. They have devied
many penances, asceticisms, and self-toitures
These fail to break the bondage. They do not gite
the conscience peace.

3. The heathen need a Divine Deliverer: unc
who can makethe satisfaction and inspire the puc:
of God.

4. There is acommand in the New Testament 1
go and disciple all the heathen nations in the name
of this Deliverer.

authority, It is from the lips of Christ Himself.
6. This command is addressed to all Christians,

He who said, *‘Go, preach to every creature.” ad-
ded, ¢* Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end
of the world.” The command and promi-e reac

7. The missionary spirit is the spirit of Christ
: The soul, or the Church, that does not possess t, 15
" dead.
. 8. If we love the person of Christ, we shall desz
that His glory shall fill all lands.
. g. If we love the truth of Christ, we shall 1
.intent upon its proclamation, till every false rc-
ligion is vanquished.

1o. We are not Jews but Gentiles. Our linesge
“is heathen. The missionary enterprise re-cued s

clined to doso. Thisis true of all men every-' from Paganism. Gratitude for our own eniancip
where. Nothing, therefore, but u reveiation of tion and love for our brethren, the heathen of 3l
God’s love to lost men, accompanied by the in-, countries, should move us with mighty impule to
fluence of his Spirit, ever awakened a disposition in | engage in the missionary work.

man that will cause him to take delight in such 11. Success is certain.  The Lord has promiel
knowledge and service. Hence, the heathen need :it. Those apostles illustrated it. Thos tuele
to have the gospel preached to them far more than ; men were missionaries. In this time Rome, wu
men in Christian lands ; for we already have light ; her military force, ruled the bodies of men; =ad
enough for our salvation, if we would heed it, while, Greece, with her philosophy, ruled their spin.

they are in darkness with reference to the only pro-
vision that has ever been made for a lost race.
Therefore, the argument, if good for anything,
applies with ten-fold power against further reli-
gious instruction in this enlightened land as compared
with the heathen.—N. WaARDNER, D.D.

BurMAH.—Eight missionaries recently sailed
from New York for Burmah under the auspices of
the American Baptist Missionary Union, including
husbands, wives and daughters  One of the mis-
sionaries, Rev. A. T. Rose, has done religious
duty in that heathen country for thirty years, having
visited the United States only twice during that
time In connection with the departure of these
people, the agreeable fact was brought out which
has heretofore been unknown to the public gene-
rally, that there are from 400 to 500 Christian

The lutle han?

: Both arose in enmity to the Cross.
They conquerd

of apostles did not fear or falter.
both.

12. We ourselves are the offspring of the ms
. sionary enterprise. To turnagainst it is like anu
! turning against his own mother.

13. Duty, love, success ; these are three mage
words. Let us grasp the ideas they suggest, ud
pray and work for all men, at home aud abroad
until the Church absorbs the whole world, m
rises up into the millennicl glory. - /o, /Y
Scudder,

THE MARCH OF CHRISTIANITY.— There iz
300,000.000 of women now on this planet. s
have only the Buddhists hope of being horn again&
men, instead of toads or snakes. Thereareda-




000.000 of wor ien in Moslem harems.  There are
encounted mulions of men and women and chil-
dren growing up in the most degraded supersti-
wons. and suffering i m.ad, body, and estate from
mhented pagan customs. In the name of mere
philanthropy and secular pruadence, Christian Mis-
sons ought to receive 2 support. immediate, abun- !
dant, permanent, unflinching. All that United
thristendom together raises annually for Missions
would not pay the liquor bill of lhe United States
for three days, nor that of the British Isiands for
two. At the opening of the century all Protestant
Christendom expended only $250,000 (50,000/.) .
ammually for Missicns. It expends to-day $7,500,- |
000 (1.500.000/.) for that purpose. Thisis a large !
wum, you think. Itisa bagatelle. 'The Churches:
are penurious toward Mussions We pride our-
welves on having paid off great debts, and on hav- -
ing received some nmughty legacies for Missions, but
I believe we shall be, as Ernest Renan says, *¢an
amusiug century to futore centuries,” and one of
the things that will amuse our successors on this !
planet will undoubtedly be our unwarranted <elf-
complacency in this day of small thingsin Missions.
In China there is an ordained Missionary to-day for
amllion people.  In the population accessible to
the American Board, there is as yet only one Mis- |
swnary for some 700,000 inhabitants.  Modern :
Christendom has thrown one pebble into the great
oczan of Missionary effort, and stands with an;
amused, childich conceit on the shore of history, |
watching the wide ripples pro fuced by that pebble, !
and suppo~es that it is reforming the world. An- |
other century will sneer at us for our conceit and |
penuriousness.— foseph Cook, !

!
NEW GUINEA.—Seven years ago a missionary :
of the Iondon Society, the Rev S, Macfarlane.
made the first trip up the Fly river,:
New Gumnea, undertaken by a European. He pe- |
netrated into the great island a distance of 160
miles. and the published results of the expedition |
have been of great scientific value.  The riverisa
very large stieam, bring seven or eight miles wide '
twenty miies from its month. It will be remem- :
bered that a few years ago there was a massacre of '

onan island  No attempt at missionary work ha
been made siace. either at Bampton or up the river. !

tve students who had been trained at the institution |
on Murray Island.  Fourteen students accompan- |

along as a tender.
a dicavery of great importance to shipping was

made.  Many vessels have been wrecked in Torres |
Ntraits in endeavoring toavoid the neighborhood of
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In October last Mr. Macfarlane determined ton’f‘ ] . .
make another voyage up the river, with a view of | impeded the progress of the RECORD in many

establiching mission stations to be manned by na- | quarters, but we hope that all parties have ere
this reccived their supplies.
1ed him i the Ellengowan, the Mayri being taken I'structions were received to the coatrary, the
Just before entering the river, ' same nuiaber of copies of January were sent
1o all our agents as they had been formerly
receiving.
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of the massacre, and also of the terrible retribution
taken by the Queensland Government, was visited,
and the people gave a cordial welcome to the party,
and the chief accompanied them up the river to in-
troduce them at some of the villages.  Several vil-
lages were visited, nearly all of which promise to
receive teachers  Mibu, about five miles up the
river, was selected as suitable for a central station.
There are nineteen villages on the river in a dis-
tance of twenty miles from the mouth, with an ag-
gregate population of about 12000 The same
language is spoken in all these villages. This fact
facilitates missionary work.

Sortit SEAS.—A missionary from the Island of
Peru in the Samoan group, writes that there 1s not
a heathen left. Mis-ionary labours were com-
menced there only eleven yearsago.  During this
time the whole island has been evargelized,
churches, chapels, mission houses have been built
at their own expense, and they are now supporting
their own pastors and contnibuting to the society
that sent them pastors and teachers.

Whe Bresbpteriay Aerard.
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IRE broke out in our printing office as
we were ready to go to press with the

native teachers near its mouth, at Bampton village, | January number ; hence the delay which so

iany of our fricnds have been complainire
A succession of heavy snow storms also

Where no in-

It is still in order for them to

Warrior Reef, supposing that between it and Bris. | make any changes they sce fit, only let them
tow island the waters were shallow and dangerous. | 1dvise us without delay, as we have only a

Mr Macfarlane has found that this is a mistake, ! - . IR
and tha' there is a splendid passage, between twe | few numbers of January left on hand. We

and three miles wide, and plenty of water for vessels | have to thank many of our friends for the
of the largest size. Bampton villoge, the scene  kind appreciative remarks which accompariz=d
i
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their renewals. It is not in our line to pub-
lish suc'i encomiums, but we roll them like a
sweet morsel under our tongue all the same.

Literatuve,

~
G - HE MISSIONARY PROBLEM, by James
) Croil, Montreal, has passed from DPres-
byterian control, into the hands of the Method- |
ists, the balance of the first edition and copy-'
right for Canada having been purchased by
the Methodist Book Concern in Toronto : see
advertisement.
A COMMENTARY ON THE SHORTER CATE-
CHIsM ; Dy Rev. Alexander Whyte, 1).D.,
Minister of Free St. George’s Chuarch, Edin-
burgh: price 25, 64.. The author has our
cordial thanks for a copy of this work. Itisa
work of uncommon excellence and will he of
great value to teachers of Bible-classes and a
valuable help to all who would thoroughly un-
derstand and appreciate this matchless epi-
tome of the doctrines of the Reformed Churches.
WirLiaM DrysoaLe & Co., Montreal, have
sent us Pelonbel’s Select Notes on the Inter-
national S. S. Lessons 3 /). Vincent's Lesson
Commentary ; and Haelf Hours with the Les-
sons for 1884, consisting of 48 appropriate
sermons. We commend them to the notice
of all superintendents and teachers. They
are also agents for the Presbyterian Board of
Publication, and are prepared to furnish their |
valuable books at Philadelphia prices. |

THE CATHOLIC PRESBVTERIAN, It s/
announced that, owing to the continued inad- |
equacy of the circulation, it has become neces- '
sary to stop the issue of this journal. It had;
been very ably conducted for five years by |
Rev. Professor Blaikie of Edinburgh, but it
did not pay. BRITISHAND FOREIGN REVIEW !
James Bain & Son, Toronto, price $2.00 per
annum. This Quarterly, holds its place as one '
of the very best ecclesiastical periodicals of
the day.

THE PuLPIT TREASURY, Dr, J. Sanderson, !
managing editor, New York, E. B. Treat, $2!
perannum. The December number was good, !
containing a fine likeness and biographical |
sketch of Dr. W. M. Taylor, of New York, and |
a variety of other useful and interesting articles. |

THE RovAL READERS : Messrs, Jamos®
Campbell & Son, Toronto. 1 have examined:
with some care, the Royal Readers, published |
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for reading are made from a great number of
the best literary productions in the Enghsl
language, both in poctry and prose. They e
also of yreat vartety, ‘and contain evidene
of literary taste and slall.  The vast amount of
of information contained in the selection-. i
history, gengraphy, science and art, combinedl
with other merits, renders the Reyal Read-ria
means well fitted to promote the intellectinl
traming of the vouth of Carada. —Wiliiwy
GREGG, D.D., Professorin Knox Colleg, I
ronto.

AN EXAMINATION OF THE PrCUinwg
PRINCIPLES OF THE Baprisrs, by Rev. D,
B. Cameron of Acton, C. 2. Robinson, Loront,
This is a clever pamphlet and will be appie.
ciated byall who take an interest in the suh
ject which it discusses.

THE LIFE OF Patvl. By D. H Talo,
Boston: D, Lothrop & Co. Price $1.50. This
is an admirable work, far better adapted for
general circulation than many of the moe
learned and ambitious treatises on this subject
that have preceded it. It is well printed and
illustrated with good maps and enuravings.

MISSIONARY MAGAZINES.  Zhe Missionary
Review, Princeton, N.J. and The Gospel In
AU Lands, Baltimore, Md., the former b
monthly, $1.50; the latter weekly, $2.00 per

annum, are the best periodicals of the kind on

this continent.  They leave nothing morc

"he desired in this line.

MEETINGS OF PRESBYTERIES.

Ottawa, Knox Church, Feb. 5, 7.30 p,m.
Quebec, Sherbrook, March 18, 10 a.m.

Lan. & Renfrew, Arnprior, Feb. 26.
Kingston, St. Andrew’s Hall, March 17, 3p.a.
London, London, March 11, 11 a.m.

Sarnia, Strathroy, March 18, 2 p.m.
Maitland, Lucknow, March 18, 1.30 p.m.
Pictou, Westville, Feb. 5,6.30 p.m.
Montreal, Morrice Hall, April 1, 10 a.m.

- Sydney, North Sydney, Feb. 19, 7.30 p.m.

Sydney, Little Bras D'Or, Feb. 20, 11 am,

Sydney, Sydney Mines, Feb 20,7 p.m.

Bruez, Walkerton, March 11, 2 p.m.

Owen Sound, Division Street Church, March
18, 1.30 p.m.

Saugeen, Harriston, March 18, 2 p.m.

Lindsay, Uxbridge, Feb. 26, 10 a.m.

MISSIONARIES WANTED.
Two Missionaries for Demerara, the first t0

by Messrs. Campbell & Son, and have been | be supported jointly by a local Presbytenan
greatly pleased with them. They are beauti- | Comnuttee, and by funds provided by the
fully printed and well bound. The pictorial ; General Assembly, the second to be paid by
illustrations, which are numerous, are, many | F. E. Crum Ewing, of Glasgow. Applyt
of them, fine specimens of art. The selections | Rev. Dr. McGregor, Halifax, N.S.

i



2 Page for the Young.

HOW TO LIVE,

He liveth long who liveth well !

All other life is short and vain ;
He liveth longest who can tell

Of liviog most for heavenly gain.

He hiveth long who liveth well !
All else is Lwing flung away ;
He liveth longest who can tell
Of true thirgs truly done each day.

Sow truth, if thou the truth woulds: reap ;
Who sows the false shall reap the vain ;
Erect and sound thy conscience keep ;
From hollow worde and deeds refrain.
Bonar,
THE LOVE OF GOD.
TO HAVE BEEN WEITTEN BY A LUNATIC.
Could we with ink the ocean fill ;
Were every blade of grass a quill ;
Were the whole world of parchment made,
And every man a scribe by trade.
To write the love
Of God above,
Would drain that ocean dry;
Nor would the scroll contain the whole,
Though stretched from sky to sky.

SAID

WHAT ARE YOU GOOD FOR?

* Children,” said Mr. Brown, “what is mv
watch good for ?”

*To keep time,” the children answered,

* But suppose it can’t be made to keep time,
what 1s it good for 2’

“ Itis good for nothing,” they replied.

“ And what is this penci] for?”

*To mark with,” said the children.

“ But suppose it has no lead, and will not
mark, what is it good for?”

*Gaod for nothing.”

*Well” said Mr. Brrown, what is the use
of my knife ?”

“To cut,” answered the little ones.

“ Suppose it has no blade,” he asked again,
“then what is the knife good for ?”

*Goud for nothing.”

“Tell me now,” said Mr. Brown, “what is
ahoyor girl good for?  What is the chief end
of man?”

“Oh, that's Catechism,” cried Willie Brown.
““To glorify God and to enjoy him forever.”

“Very well. Ifa boy or girl does not do
what he or she is made for, what is he or she
good for 27

And the children all answered, without
seeming to think how tt would sound, “Good
for nothing.”

Dear hoys and girls, if you are not seeking
“to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever,” is
itnot just as if yow were “geod for nothing.”

THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD.
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A WORD TU THE BOYS. -

Water is the strongest drink. [t drives
mills ; it's the drink of lions and horses, and
Samson never drank anything else. Let young
men be tectotalers if only for economy’s sake.
The beer moncy will soon build a house. If
what go=s into the mash-tub went into the
kneading trough, familics would be better fed
and better taught.  If what is spent in waste
were only saved against a rainy day, poor-
houses would never be built,  The man who-
spends his money with the publicar, and
thinks the landlord's bow and “ How do ye
do, my good fellow ?” mean true respect,is a
perfect simpleton.  We don’tlight fires for the
herring’s comfort, but to roast him. Men do
not keep pot-houses for laborers’ good ; if they
do, they certainly miss their aim.  Why, then,
should people drink “for the good of the
house ?” If I spend money for the good of the
house let it be my own, and not the landlord’s.
Itis a bad wellinto which yo.t must put water ;.
and the beer house is a bad friend, because it
takes your all and leaves you nothing but
headaches., He who calls those his fitends
who let himsit and drink by the hour together
is ignorant—very ignorant. Why, red lions,
and tigers, and eagles, and vultures are all
creatures of prey, and why do so many put
themselves within the power of their jaws and
talons 2 Such as drink and live riotously, and
wonder why their faces are so blotchyand
their pockets so bare, would leave off wonder-
ing if they had two grains of wisdom. They
might as well ask an el tree for pears as look
to loose hahits for health and wealth. Those
who go to the public house for happiness climb
a tree to find nsh —Rez. (. H. Spurgeon.

KNOCK, AND IT SHALL BE OPENED.

Where are we to knock? “l am the
Door,” says the Saviour. “ No man cometh
unto the Father but by Me.”

When are we to knock?  “Evening, and
morning, and at noon,” says King David, “will
I pray, and cry aloud.”

For what are weto knock?  “ Seek ye first
the kingdom of God and His righteousness.”
Heaven in the soul—that is what we want;
heaven must first come to us before we can go
to heaven.

How must we knock? We must knock in
faith. We must knock in earnest. We can-
not knock too loud.  Good Jacob said “T wilk
not let Thee go except Thou Dbless me ;” and
he got a blessing.  We must knock persever-
ingly too. Tle Lord does not always come
immediately. “I waited patiently for the
Lord,” says David, “and He inclined unto me,
and heard 1ay cry.”

Here is the command—* Knock.”
the promis :—* [t shall be opened.”
found it sc ?

Here is
Have youw
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THE MISSIONARY PROBLEM.

Containing a History of Protestant Missions

in some of the principal fields of missionary

enterprize, together with a historical and statis.

tical account of the rise and progress of Mis-

sionary Societies in the nineteenth Century,
By JaMEs CroiL, MONTREAL,

12mo, Cloth, 225 pp., with Map. Price $1.00

* This book deserves the most hearty commendation.
It is written in a style of great vigour and beauty. The
interest of the reader is awakened at the outset, and it
grows till the end is reaehed.” .

From * The Canada Presbyterian.”

“Itis a vivid photograph of the miseion work of the
world, and & powerful constructive ap, eal for the rapid
extension nndp liberal support of all missionary work.”

From '* Rev. W. Ormiston, D. )., New York.
Mailed post free on receipt of price.
Address :—

Or WILLIAM BR1GGs,
C. W. CoATEs, 78 & 8o King St., East,
Montreal. Toronto.

ONE OF THE BEST PAPERS FOR
SUNDAY SCHOOL DISTRIBUTION

CANADIAN BAND OF HOPE

t is highly secommended by ministers, superinten~
ngm,: l;m’ﬁ Sunday school workers of the Presbyterian
O.Klnr; s:iuparlilnte}dent deuilrol\,xs ofi'\é.rodu%ing it, c:n b?
supplied with & free parcel by sending the number o
fit‘;&?"‘“ represented in his Sabbath school to the pub-

her.
Address,
T. MADDOCK, Publisher, London, Ont.

'QUEBEC HIGH SCHOOL,

An Institution for Boys, incorporated in 1843, and
affiliated with McGill University, Montreal,

REFERENCES :—Rev. Dr. Ormiston, New York ;:
Principal Dawson, LL.D., C.M.G., Montreal; Rev. Geo
Milligan, M.A., Toronto; Rev. Dr. Mathews, Quebec:
Rev. D. Anderson, M.A., Levis: Hon, Senator Boyd, St..
John, N.B.: Hon. L. H. Davies, Charlottetown, and
Rev. Dr. Weir, Morrin College, Quebec.

For competition amocg the resident pup
four Scholarships, two of $50, one of $30
$20 per annum; and for general competition four
medals. Pupils can enter immediately after the
Christmas holidays, or at the beginning of the regular-
terms:

All information in regard to-the oourse of stady,.
terms, boarding, prizes, scholarships, &e., can be ob-
tained by application to the Rector, :

JOHN M. HARPER, M.A,, Quebeo,

McCRAE & Co,

WOOL AND WORSTED SPINNERS,
KNITTING AND FINGERING YARN,
GUELPH, ONT.

MENEELY BELL FOUNDRY

Favorably known to the 1pumic since
1826, Church, Chapel, School, Fire Alarm
and other bells: also Chimes and Peals.

Meneely & Co., West Troy, N.Y.

ils there are
,and one of




