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HOW TO MAKE TO-DAY REMARK.
ABLE.

1 do discover an ovror, whereby I have
long deceived myself, which is this: I
have desired to begin my.amendment from
my birthday or from the first day of the
year, or from some sY)ecial time, 80 that
my vepentance might bear sowe.remark-
able date. But when those days were

come, I have adjourned it to somie other’

time. Thus, while I could not agree with
myself where to start, 1 have almost lost
. the running of the race. I am resolved
thus to befool myself no longer. I seeno
day equal to to-day; the present time is
always the fittest time. Grant therefore,
that  to-day I may hear thy voice.” And
if this day bo remarkable in itself for
nothing else, may it be remarkable as the
day of my conversion,—Thomas Fuller.

TURN YOUR FACE TO THE LIGHT.

1t had been one of those days on which
overything goes contrary, and I had come
home tired and discouraged. As I sank
into a chair 1 groaned, ¢ Every thing
looks dark, dark!” ‘*Why don't you
turn your face to the light, auntie dear?”
said my little niece, who was standing
unperceived beside me.

“Turn you face tothe light!” The
words set me thinking. That was just
what I had 1ot been doing. I had per-
sistently kopt my face in’ the oppaosité
direction, refusing to sce the faintest
glimmer of brightness. Artless little
comforter! she did not know what healing
she had brought. Years have gomne by
since then, but the simple wo hayve
never been forgotten. —Friend’s Revierr. :

At present the Kirk of Scotland has 1,306
parish churches, 160 non-parachial churches,
und 121 preaching stations—in all 1,587 —
and embracing 535,622 conununicants,

THE DROWNING BEE.

A poor bee had fallen into the pond,
and was atruﬁliug as well as her failing
strength would allow.” We seized a pole,
and placed the end of it just under her.
She took firm hold, and we lifted the pole
und the bee. A little while was spent in
drying herself and pluming her wings,
and then our worker mae a straight line
for the hive, and doubtleas was soon at
her daily task rewarding us with honey.
May not many a human worker be found
in a sinking condition? A little sensible
help might save him. Who will give it ? °
He who does so shall receive the blessing
of Him that is ready to perish.

Paor hearts are often in deep despond-
ency, sinking for lack of a sympathetio
word. Do not let them go withoutit. -Res- _
cue the perishing. Be on the watch for de-

-spairing minds; if 1i0 other good comes of -

it, you will, at least be more grateful for.
your own cheerfulness. But good will
come of it in unexpected instances, and it
will be heaven’s mwusic in your ears to
hear sighs turn into songs.—Spurgeon.

JUST THREE THINGS.

‘T once wmet & thoughtful scholar,” says
Bishop Whipple, ¢ who told me that for
years he had rvead every book he could
which assailed the religion of Jesus Chriat,
and he said he should have become an
infidel but for three things : -

First. Iam aman. Iam going some-
where. To-night Tam a day nearer the
grave than I was last night, I have read
all such books can tell me. They shed
not one solitary ray of hope or light upon
the darkness. They shall not take away
the only guide and leave me stone blind.

Second. ¥ had a mother. I saw her
go down into the dark valley where I am
going, and she leaned upon an - unseen
drm as calmly .as a child goes to sleep on
the-breast of its mother. I know that was
not a dream.

Third. T have three motherless daugh-
ters, (and he said it with tears in his eyes).
They have no protector but myself. 1
would rather kill them than leave them
in this sinful world if you blot out from it
all the teachings of the gospel.”

The Old Catholic movement is making
progress in the southern part of Boliemia,
and a very large accession to its ranks is re-
aarded as possible.



THE MARITIME

PRESBYTERIAN.

Vol. VI.

FEBRUARY, 18886.

No. 2.

0win¥ to a change in printing arrange-
mients there was some delay in getting
atarted at the beginning of the year, but
it is hoped that lost ground will soon be
overtaken. To enable us to do this, the
present number has been made a little
. smaller, It may be necessary to do the
same with next issue, after’ which it will
be enlarged to its former number of pages.
On the other hand our readers will Lave
this more than made up to them, in two
ways aanm
1. Itis now printed on better paper
than formerly.

" 2. The page is enlarged one-eighth in
size, so that during the year, even if there
were more than two issues of a smaller
size they would.be the gainers.

With an earnest honest effort on the
part of the Church the Foreign Mission
Committee may close its work for the
year on May 1st, free of debt. The work
for the year has been most encouraging
and the outlook is promising. m%(r.
Annand is very anxious to take a fourth
man with him when he returns to the
New Hebrides to occupy a large, new,
island,

Rev. J. W. McLeod on leaving Princes-
town, Trinidad, was presented with a
purse of $100, and an address, expressive
of attachment to him, and sympathy with
him in his infirm state of health. Mr.

McLeod and family have gone to Tuna-

puna for a change and expect to.return to
Nova Scotia in June,

-

The Aged and Infirn Minister’s Fund
is a small one in amount but not in iw-
portance. An average contribution of
ten dollars from each congregation would
amply meet its present expenditure; but
the fact of its being smnall leads in many
casesto its being overlooked. Let it not
be forgotten.

PRrESBYTERIAN CHURCH: THE AGENCY
IN Havirax.—It is hereby intimated to
congregational treasurers and others who
have money to remit for the schiemes of
the Church, that in accordance with the
unanimous resolution of a meeting of
Ministers and "Elders held on returning
from the funeral of the late Rev. P. G.
McGregor, D.D., his daughter, Miss Helen
McGregor, has been appointed to act as
Agent and Treasurer of this church (East-
ern Section) till other arrangements ave
made by the General Assembly.

ALrex. McKzr1cHT, Modr. of Assem.

The reports on the State of Religion
throughout the Church indicate on almost
every hand an increased interest and ac-
tivity in Christian work. Joel’s prophecy
is being daily fulfilled. Many are asking
the way Zionward. Inthe mining district
of Westville, Pictou Co., the pastor, Rev.
R. Cumuming, reports an interest in Bible
study never before witnessed there, large
numbers being added to the communivn
of the church, even the boys .in the pits
taking their Bibles with thent to their
work, while nearly every evening he is
encouraged by the coming of inquirers
seeking the Way of Life. The workis
quiet and earnest. A deep interest in the
ordinary services of the Sanctuary. In
the mining district of Vale Colliery there
is also shown a quickened spirit of inquiry.
Many hitherto careless are anxiously
seeking the way of life and finding it.

Havr Hours wiTH THE LESsoNs oF 1886,
is a series of 52 discourses on the topics of
the Sabbath School Lessons for the year,
by 24 Presbyterian Clergymen, such as
Drs. John Hall. T. L. Cuyler, Herrick
Johnson, &c. 1n addition to its value as
a help for the S. 8. Lessons, it is most
interesting reading for anv family, contain-
ing as it does an excellent sermon for each
Subbath of the year. Sold by MacGregor
& Knight for $1.25,
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REASONS AGAINST AUGMENTA-
’ TION.

1. “Itis a scheme to bolster up minis-
ters that are not worth supporting., Let
them, as do the lawyers, doctors, and all
others, take what ‘uey are worth, and if
they are not worth their support let them
try something else.  Why should they
differ from others,”

It is a not a scheme to help weak min-
isters but to help tweak congregations. If
all who are not in every respect first-glasy
men were dropped out, and their places
filled by Spurgeons, would these wenk
congregations be any stronger? Put all
WC&S& ministers out of the way and the
wenk congregations will still be left, some
of them able to pay $400, some £500 or
some of them more. So that the scheme
is one to aid weak congregations, not weak
ministers. It is exactly the same as with
weak school sections. The government
gives an .additional grant to poor sections
to enable them to keep a teacher, and
then they get the best teacher they can.
The church at large gives a grant to poor
congregations to enable them to keep a
minister, and then they get the best cne
they can.

II. “Butif those weak congregations
cannot keep a minister let them do with-
out one until they are stronger.”

That is not in accordance with the com-
mand, ‘‘Bear ye one anothers burdens
and go fulfil thiz law of Christ,” or *Go
ye into all the world and preach the gospel
to every creature.” And no one with the
spirit of Christ will urge such a reason.

Again, by leaving, these weak stations
they néver get stronger, but weaker. The
way to have them strongeris to build
them up until they become self-supporting,
able in turn to help others. In this way
many of ouxr congregations have been built
up, and in our Synod they pass off the
aided lict at the rate of one each year.

Ten years ago a few people at Amherst
were organized into a  congregation.
Through these years they have grown,
aided by this Fund, and now they say,
“Thank you for the past, we will support
ourselves, we want no more.” And thus
wo have to-day in that important centre a
flourishing, self-supporting, congregation.

JII.  But let wministers deny them-
solves and live on what they can get in
these places until the congregation grows

stronger, Mechanics have often to live
on less than even £300."

It is impossible fora man to keep his
home as his congregation and the public
expect him to do, to keep himself as his
congregation and the publie expect him to
do, to keep up horse and carriage, to buy
hooks, to give to objects of charity, as he
is expected to do, on the amounts that
many weak congregations can rajse. Let
the same man be now a mechanic, again a
minister, and he cai live and meet the
demande which his pusition makes upon
him, more easily as a mechanic upon $3000
a year, than as a minister at double the
amount. The writer has had some ex-
perience in both lines of life, .

Again, if it were absolutely necessary,
it could be dene, and has been done, but
it is neither necessary nor fair. The
ministers-and people in the stronger con-
gregations have as much right to deny
themselves to send the gospel to those that
are weak as others have to carry it there.
The obligation to deny self for Christ rests
equally upon all.

IV. “But seme are not worth the
amount aimed at By the Augmentation
Scheme.”

If men are not worth calling, don’t call
them, let them try something else, but if
a man is called to the charge of a congre-
gation he should have a support that will
enable him to fill the place to which he is
called in the way that the church and the
world expects him to do.

Thig scheme has met throughout the
church with a general, generous and hearty
support, and has done a noble work. We
trust that no congregation will allow itself
to be an exception to the rule.

AUGMENTATION IN LUNENBURG
AND SHELBURNE.

To the Rev. E. A. McCurdy, Convenor of
of Committee 67’ dugmentation.
Dear Sir,—As Convener of Presby-
tery’s Committee on Augmentation I sub-
mit the, following statement:

1. That Presbytery of Lunenburg and
Shelburne appointed a committee on Aug-
mentation in terms ~f the Synod’s Rosolu-
tions, viz.: Revs. Millar, Fraser, and
Rosshore, and Messrs, Eisenhauer and
Calder, ruling elders.

2. That said committee did not require
to allecate the: Presbytery’s share of tlie:
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Central Fund, as that work had been
previously attended to by Presbytesy.
3. That the committee visited every
congregation within the bounds of the
Presbytery in tho interests of the central
fund and received substantinl assurance,
that in every cungregation save one, the
amounts allocated will be raised. The
exceptional case, Bridgewater, is without
a pastor at present.
A successful missionarymeeting was held
with that congregation, however, and col-
.lectors appointed to go through the con-
gregation and raise what is possible, It
1s hoped that the sum raised will not fall
far short of last year, and that the amount
realized for augmentation will equal the
appropriation of Presbytery. Your com-
mittee are confident that the whole sum
asked from the Presbytery of Lunenburg
.and Shelburn will be forwarded before the
end of March, the close of our financial
year.

4. Your committee in mecting with
those congregations receiving aid, in every
cage (save that of Clyde and Barmington
only settled three months) brought before
‘the people the necessity of increased local
-effort. ~ At Riversdale efforts were organ-
ized to raise the pastors salary and it has
since been reported that $25 additional
has been guaranteed by that congregation,
This charge is aided from Home Mission
Fund, but the relief there will be as wel-
«come as in your own scheme. At New
Dublin no increase could be made, but the
Managing committee guaranteed that there
would be no arrears. At Lahave we found
efforts already in progress toincrease local
revenue by $50, We held asecond meet-
ing in another section of this congregation
at o later date and found that in all $65
had been added to the subscription list.
We hope, therefore, that when application
is made that we may be able to relieve
‘the central committee to the extent of
-850. The congregation of Mahone Bay
was next visited, at which meeting Mr.
Morrison, of Dartmouth, gave valuable
.assistance. ' The prospect of increase here
is less than was hoped. The congregation
Thas recently spent $400 in removing the
<hurch to a more suitable locality, and your
committee did not meet with any very
vigorous response in the direction of in-
«<reased local support. At Shelburne the
<ongregation met your committev’s appeal
by a' counter petition for increased aid

from the central fund.
was founded on

(a) The failuve of the lumbering intevest
during the year on the Ohiv River.

(b) The almost total cessation of ship
building at Shelburne by which the num-
ber of families had been reduced there,
and the circumstances of the people re-
maining, crippled. .

(¢) The exceptiomally low price of
fish, by which the fishermen of the Jordan
district have suffered during the last two
yems. They added to these three causes
the pressing necessity for the erection of
anew church at Shelburne. Your com-
mittee peinted out the difliculty in getting
any increase, both from the state of the
central fund, and also from the large
amount we ave alveady receiving from the
fund, and directed the managers of
Shelburne congregation to re-canvass the
whole congregation with the view of secur-
ing larger subscription at home,

The result of this canvass to be reported
to our meeting of Presbytery in March.
A Clyde and Barrington meeting was
held, but your committee did not deem it
expedient to distur] arrangements of only
three months standing. At Lockport the
matter of increase was pressed, the con-
gregation has only had one year settle-
ment. No arfears exist. The two sec-
tions are each building a church and did
not see how they could raise anything
more this yeur.

5. While working chiefly in the interests
of the Augmentation scheme, the com-
mittee sought so to present the whole
work of the church that none of the
schemes should suffer by this special effort.
We trust this result will be manifest when
returns come in for the year.

*  Respectfully submitted.
~ E. D. MiLuaAr.

This petition

LABRADOR.

Mr. Léck. who reports the following, is
ohe of our own students in the College,
ﬂalifax — .

During the summer of 1885 I was ap-
pointed to labor asa colporteur by the
B. A. Tract Society, Halifax, on the coast
of Labrador. When entering upon my
work I had no idea of the spiritual deati-
tutiort which prevailed there. I expected
to meet with a people enjoying the same
benefits and privileges which we in the
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Marxitime Provinces pussess. But alas,
they are not so highly favored, and as a
result there is but little vital godliness.
Muny of the people are without com-
fortable homes and had not the means to
obtain nourishing food. Not a few fami-
lies dwell in misernble huts, supplied with
very rude furniture. Last spring, owing
to scarcity of food, I found many subsist-
ing on the flesh of birds alone, having no
other kind of diet. With uncomfortable
hames they were also pourly clad. It was
no unusual sight to see young boys and
girls running over the snow and ice in
their bare feet. Often with no covering
to the feet they would engage in play for
u long time when a person would shiver
with an overcoat. Many objects of pity
were thus seen clad in rags, and their
filthy appemrance showed that water had
not touched their bodies for a long time.
They also have few educational advan-

tages. Last summer in travelling four
hundred miles along the sea coast 1 found
but two schools in operation. At one of
these schools only eight scholarsattended.
At the other thirty were enrolled in one of
the most flourishing settlements on the
coast. Not more than one half of the
inhabitants are able to read the Word of
God, and alas, many are drowing up ig-
norant of the plan of salvation, They
have few tenchers so that they receive but
little secular or religious; instruction.
Many of the harbors are visited by a
minister of the gospel unly once & year,
and often the visit would be contined to a
few hours. Along the whole coast of four
hundred miles which 1 travelled there
were only three ministers, who lived in
the three largest settlements and wers
widely separated. The greater number
of the inhabitants are thus entirely desti-
tute of the means of grace and are perish-
ing for lack of knowledge.

Our missionaries in Trinidad, the New
Hebrides, India, and Formosa, are con-
tinually telling us of the dark and be-
nighted ones_in their respective fields of
Inbor. In Labrador there are just as
many dark hearts, and our fishermen are
every summer coming in contact with
them. This country is not far from us
and the cost of sending & missionary to
them is less than to other lands. How
ead_tothink of it that on this peninsula
souls are perishing every year with-
out hearing and learning anything of a

Saviour’s love, Many seem ready to re-
coive Christian teaching, are anxious to
hear the Word of God read and explained
to them. All with whom I met seemed
anxious to know more -of the love of
Christ and to les™n of their duty toward
God. Hundreds of children are growing'
up in ignorance, and oh, how many are
gs{rowing old without a knowledge of the

aviour and the plan of salvation,

Pray for Labrador's perishing ones,

GeorGe A, Leck.

THE LATE REV. JOHN 1. BAXTER.

In the death of Mr. Baxter, at the open--
ing of the new year, the oldest minister
of our Synod passed to his rest and re-
ward, at the ripe age of four score and
four years. He stocd almost alone as a.
representative of the workers of a past
generation. To the younger portion of
our church, even of the ninisters, he was
a comparative stranger, for seventeen

' years have passed since at the age of 67,

he retired from public life and the active
work of the ministry, but in earlier days.
he was one of the most prominent and
active workers in the church, and but few
men have done nre for extension of the

Redeemer's kingdom in Nova Scotia. He

was born in Annan, Scotland, in the year
1801, and thus grew grey with the century,

to be outlived by it only a few years. At.
the age of -eighteen he came to Nova

Scotia, studied at Pictou Academy, and in

1832 was settlud at Unslow, in the Pres-
bytery of Truro, which was his first and
only charge. For thirty-seven years he

labored there until his retirement from

the active work of the winistry in 1869.
His field of . labor was an extensive one,

covering the territory thatis now ozeupied

by six or seven congregations.

Besides the work of his pastorate there
were three measures in connection with
the public work of the church in the pro-
motion of which he bore a leading part.

1. Foreign Missions. From the very
firt, he took an active interestin this
work, and was specially prominent in
starting what he himself called the Marine
Department of the service, the first boat
for Dr. Geddie, then the John Kiox, for
the support of which, previous to the
building of the Dayspring, he had ap-
pealed to the children of the church.

2. Be was the prime mover in that
which has become an annual institution in
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each Presbytery, Synod, and now the
General Assembly, viz.: the inquiry into,
aad report upon, the state of religion.

3. ’llhc colportage scheme. It was be-
fore the days of the British Awmerican Book
and Tract Sooiety. There was little re-
ligious literature in circulation, Mr.
Baxter realized the need of it, and an
overture from the Session of Onslow re-
sulted in the church taking up the work
of colportage, and in ten years under Mr.

-Baxter's management, $20,000 worth of

books were circulated with very slight aid
from congregations, the sales covering
nearly all expenses. To all parts of the
country his agents found their way, cary-
ing such works as those of Bunyan, Baxter,
Boston, and Alexander, and a great varicty
of the best books and tracts, It was a
noble scheme with far reaching and lasting
results.

After his retirement from the ministry
he kept a book store™in Truro for a numn-
ber of years until disabled +by failing
health. His jubilee services were cele-
brated by the Presbytery of Truro in 1882,
in the church, at Onslow, and now a little
more than three years later, and fifty-
three years from the time of his first
settlement there, devout men follow his
remains to the same church, to hold ser-
vice in connection with an event in his
history of which it could be more truly

‘said,

‘“'rhe year of Jubilee has come.”

THE LATE REV.D P.D G. MACUREGOR,

The Rev. P. G. MacGregor, D. D., was
the youngest and last surviving son of the
Rev. James MacGregor, D.D. He was
born, in what is now the village of Stel-
larton, which was then his father’s farm,
on the 24th of July, 1817, being at his
death in his 69th year. In early life his
father had set his heart on having him
study for the ministry, and during his
boyhood days he walked to New Glasgow,
then a village of a dozen or two houses,
to school.

In 1832 at the age of 15 years he en-
tered the institution at Pictou, then at

the zenith of its prosperity, taking there

his full course of four years. Inunediately
at the conclusion of his college course he
entered upon the study of Theology, under
the jate Dr. McCulloch, then :ole Pro-
fessor in the Presbyterian Church in Nova

Scotin. The system of study pursued at
that time was that the students met with
the teacher for one month to receive in-
struction, and during the remainder of
the yenr pursued their studies in private,
reparing exercises for the Professor and

resbytery, During the progress of his
studies he taught school in New Glasgow.

On the 27th April, 1841, he was licensed
to preach the gospel, by the Presbytery of
Pictou, and had thus been at the tipe of
his death 44 yearsin the ministry. On
the 27th of October following he was or-
dained at Guysboro’, where there was
quite & number of Presbyterians, and
where there then scemed a prospect of
forming.a congregation. After labo, g
for a year or two in this ditticult field, with
a very snmll support, he received a call
from the congregation which had then
been just formed in Halifax, afterward
known us that of Poplar Grove. This call
was signed by twenty-two persons, the
stipend wag $480; there were no elders,
and there was much prejudice to be en-
countered. Fully sensible of the diftieul-
ties of the situation, but feeling it to be
the call of duty, he undertook the work.

For twenty years he labored on, with
what success the history of the congrega-
tion well shews. The little une became
many, the small one a strong natien, and
ha had the “satisfaction of taking the con-
gregation at its beginning and geeing the
pleasure of the Lord prospering in his
hand until it hecame cne of the leading
congregations of the body to which it
belonged. )

After about twenty years of labor his
health began to give way. An affection
of the throat seemed likely to put a stop
to his work as a preacher, He went
avrcad for a thme and his health secemed
to recruit. And now instead of lessening
the work, a new field was opened up.

The public work of the church had been
increasing and at the union of 1866 it was
felt that the labor was such as to justify
the appointment of an agent for the sole
purpose of looking cfier this work. To
take charge of this service Dr. MacGregor
was appointed. At first it was . thought
that he might combino with the duties of
this office a partial charge of the congrega-
tion, but this was found to be not satis-
factory, and in 1866 he wasreparated from
his charge and his whole time devoted
to the public work of the church,

! ]
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For the last twenly years he has filled
this post with great diligence, faithful-
mess, and success ; dving in this depart-
amont and as socretary of the different
.committees of the church, an amount of
Tabor that few could know except those
more intimately connected with the work,
and which will be more fully realized now
that he has laid it down. For some
months his health had been failing. A
year ago he went-South, hoping to %)ene-
fit by o milder climate. On his retun a
trip to Scotland was taken in the hope
that it \Wwould prove beneficial, but shortly
after his return last antumn, he was taken
more seriously ill and from that time,
with occasional returns of seeming revival,
he sank steadily towards the end, until
on the oth of February the spirit passed
away as if in a gentle sleep. Not long
.hefore his death the Foreign Mission
Committee was to meet in New Glasgow.
His daughter was going tosend by express
the minute hook in which the records of
the Committe w:re kept. Taking the
book to her father’s bedside, he took it in
his hand.  For many years had he written
its records. Clasping the book he seemed
as if he could scarce part with it At
length he gave it to her saying: “‘Tam
giving it up for ever.” His work on
carth was laid aside for a better service in
another and better life,

OBITUARY.

Mr. Donald Fraser, for many years an
elder in Poplar Grove Church, Halifax,
died not long since at Beauly, Scotland.
The Session of which he had been so long
the senior clder, have placed on their
records & minute, of which the following
is an extract ¢

‘“ Coming from Scotland, in the prime
of life, to America, after a brief sojourn
in the United States, our departed father
settled in Halifax, connecting himself
with old Poplar Grove Church, under the
ministry of the Ret. P. G. MacGregor.
For nearly thirty years he was identified
with this congregation in varied and faith-
ful labors for its welfare, until his removal,
amid the universal sorrow of the congre-
gation, about three years ago, to his
wative land.

In every capacity, as a private member,
as & Sabbath School teacher, as an Elder,
as Clerk of Session, as a Trusteo, as

Treasurer of the Congregation, and as
Treasurer of Session, his services were
warmly appreciated, while his kindly
nature, ‘geninl manner, and unfailin
courtesy endeared him personally to al
with whom he came in contact.”

.

Mr. Charles Robson died on the 18th
inst., at the age of seventy-two years.
He was one of g];le oldest busiress men in
Hualifax, and for long a prominent elder
in the Presbyterian church, He was one
of the founders of Poplar Grove Church,
was clected to the el&ership in 1847, thus
filling the office for nearly 40 years. In
1869 he joined the Presbyterian Church
in Dartmouth, which was near his resi-
dence. In connection with church music,
particularly in the compilation of "the
Choir, as well as in much of the other
public work of the Church, besides valu-
able service in the congregations with
which he was more immediate?y connected,
having served well his generation he has
now fallen on sleep.

«THE PRAYING MOOD.”

¢ Sometimes I do not feel in the mood
for praying, and then I don’t pray,” said
a depressed brother to his friend one day.
To this the friend replied by asking,
** What have your moods to do with your
duty? Mood or no mood, it is your duty
to pray. If you really waut God to bless
you, He will not refuse your request be-
cause of your mental depression.” This
was certainly good counsel; for to neglect
prayer when moody is a sure way to in-
crease one's depression, while prayer soon
transforms a dull mood of mind into the
lively cheerfulness of faith, love and hope.
One beam of light fxom the face of Jesus
can disperse the gloomiest mood that ever
darkened the soul of man.

CHARITY AT HOME.

The loving heart is the strong heart.
The generous hand is the hand to cling to
when the path is difficult. There is room
for the exercise of charity everywhere—
in business in society and in the church ;
but the first and chiefest need for it is at
home, where it is the salt_which keeps all
things sweet, the aroms which makes
every hour charming, and the divine light
which shines star-like through all gloom
and depression.
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Yew Aebrides.

LETTER FROM REV. J. W, MAC-
KENZIE.
Enraxor, Erate, Sept. 8, 'Sb.
My Dear Mr. Scott :

In my last note to youI mentioned that
I intended taking a tour to the eyst side
of theisland. Up to the present I have
not been able to do so. Lo

Shortly after the Dayspring left we wore
visited by a severe influenza. Indee
some of my young men were ill when the
boat came ashore for our mail. The dis-
easo was brought from Noumea, One of
the first who took it on this island, a
European, died. His, however, was the
only case that proved fatal. It went over
this village and several others.

Mrs. Mackenzie and the children had it
but so far I have escaped. Blood oozed
out of the ears of many who had it, and
the pain was very severe. For this, sweet
oil aropped into the ear acted like a charm.
Our eldest boy was very ill, and for a time
we felt anxious apout him lest the cough
he had should fettle on his lungs. A
change to a village some little distance
inland, however, has quite cured him, We
went there last Thursday and returned
yesterday.

This is the village formed by natives
from the mountains, Tankaro. They had
built us a small grass house, gratis, and
this was the first time we occupied it.
They seemed very much pleased that we
Wisited them. About forty natives ac-
companied us, some of them of their own
accord, others to carry such things as we
required. We took a few joistsand pieces
of flooring of the old house which theants
had not destroyed. This, although per-
haps not much softer, was more healthy
than sleeping on the ground.

The village now numbers about fifty
natives, and the little church, built by the
firat ten or dozen who moved there, is too
small for them. Need you be surprised if
it was with moist eyes I stood up before
them on Sabbath morning to give out the
hymn. Lessthan two years ago there was
nothing but the uabroken forest, but the

- ““solitary place has been made glad.”

Years ago had -you filled "their huts with
gold you could not havé persuaded them
to move away from theif own villages, and

renounce the customsof their forefathers,
But the gospel has silently influenced their
hearts, and so of their own accord they
have come to trust under the wings of the
Lord God of Israel.  What a proof of the
power of the gospell I wonder what aun
unbeliever could say if he were to see this
for himself, )

While we were there word came from
the mountains that five men and some
women wished to join them, heathen of
course, Right- glad we were as you may
imagine, to hear this, and we made ar-

a | rangements that some Erakor and Fils

natives should go to Tankaro next Bonday
and be ready to make an early start for
the mountains next morning in order to
'{)ring them and what little property they
lave.

It was not all of a cheeringnature, how-
ever. There was one serious obstacle in
the way. One of these five men was under
sentence of death for having, some time
ago, caused by witcheraft, the death of
another native with whom he was at on-
mity. Therewasan alternative, however,
viz., that he should pay ninety hogs, so
high did the blood avenger velue the life
of his friend, The poor Tankaro peoplé
were in great distress to know what to do.
They were afraid to bring the men to their
village lest the brother of the deceased
should murder one of themselves, and they
could not refuse to go for the poor doomed
man. I told them I would go and see the
brother myself and have a talk with him,
and should he refuse to listen to me I
would go and bring the man myself, so
that I alone would be responsible for his
coming. I went accordingly and found
him in his plantation. I told him I had
come to speak to him about Marik Lelink
(the man on whom he wisned to avenge
his brother's death) and about his wishing
to join the Christians. He eaid *‘Marik
Leliak must stay where he is until he has
given me eighty pigs.” Itis not always
best, however, to give in to them, so I
said firmly, ‘“No, your word is erooked,
Marik Leliak did not cause your brother’s
illness. It is only Jehovah who can send
sickness on anyone.” After a time he
said, * Well, if he give me ten pigs the
matter will be énded.” So the likelihoud
is that he will get ten pigs. --What I was
afraid of was that he might enlist the
sympathies of the Meli people on his be-
half, and that bloodthiraty people are al-
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ways ready for such deeds of darkness.
On our way home we very nearly met
with an accident. Our canoe was heavily
laden crossing the harbor, and a stiff breeze
blowing, the waves began to topple in
faster than I could bail out. Unfortun-
ately we only had two little girls and a
little boy to paddle, so had our canoe filled
the consequences might have been serious,
especially as sharks are. not at all scarce.

SepreEMBeR 16TH. -

Went to Bufa last Saturday and re-
turned Sunday evening. This was once a
very powerful village;.but & great many
have died and others have joined the
Christian villages, and now there is but a
handful left. It is now about twelve
years since I first visited them and during
al) these years part of them have stood
out against the gospel. The state of mat-
ters now, however, is much more hopeful.
The worshipping party have quite recently
formed a new village some little distance
from the old one, and natives from the
interior of the island are beginning to join
them. A week or two ago four came, and
last Friday two more. ‘Ihe probability is
that a number more will follow, and that
the rest of the village will also join them
before long. Had rather cluse quarters
during the night. About twenty of us
slept in one hut, forming & row from one
end of the hut to the other.

4fter morning worship the ovens were
opened and quite a sumptuous breakfast
was, placed before me on a banana leaf,
cousisting of a fowl, a fish, and a large
slice of taro pudding. As they were re-
moving the leaves with which the food was
covered up I was surprised to see them
toss out a rat, as I knew they did not eat
rats. The poor fellow had run in for
refuge as they were covering up the food,
and found he had gone out of the frying
pan into the fire. After breakfast the
teacher mang a bell —a cow bell, by the
way— for service. You may smile, but to
the mind of the poor natives there was
nothing incongruous in this. Service over
we visited the heathen. Found them
much mwre friendly than ever before.
They all assembled in the house of the
principal man, and a mat was sprerd on
the ground for me, something unusual for
then:.

SEPTEMBER 206TH.

* Saturday night, Hope- to-dispense the

sacrament of the- Lord’s Supper to our
little flock. May it prove a precious sea-
son to us all, Enjoyed the-preparatory-
services on Thursday very much. Had
the happiness of receiving ten new mem-
bers into the church, and of re-admitting
one who had been excommunicated. He
has been on trial over a year, and has, I
believe, given good evidence of sincere
repentance. Of those admitted for the
first time tyo belong to the class of young
men I am training for tedchers, and a third
is the wife of another belonging to the
same cluss. :

1 cannot tell yon, dear brother, how
thankful I feel to a kind heavenly father
for permitting us to return to our field of
labor, We labored many years with ap-
parently very little successs, but now we:
are greatly rejoiced in seeing many turn-
ing from darkness to light. A few years
ago our prospects for extending the work
among the natives on the mountains
seemed dark. They were so scattered,
perhaps six or ten in a village, and so in-
accessible. Now we have the happiness
of seeing them gathering into one village.
Tankaro is made up of natives from ten or
a dozen separate villagel, Two are to
move on Monday which will make twenty-
nine gathered in from heathenism during-
the pasttwo wmonths, The greater number-
of them are here to-night in order to see
the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper dis-
pensed to-morrow.

At Fila the work is very hopeful. I
Lelieve we shall have a large in-gathering
there very soon, I was there last Sunday.
and as we went from house to house the '
natives were waiting forus. They are just
finishing their feast. You are aware that
part of the village, ono fourth, is Chris-
tian. When the rest of them join us we
will attack Meli (the greatest stronghold
of the enemy on the island) in true eamn-
est. *“Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us,
but unto thy name give glory, for thy
mercy and for thy truth’s sake.”

OctoBeEr 10TH.

A gloom has heen cast over our small
Christian community at Bufa by the death
of one of its members, a young man named
Kalsarur. Most of then had accompanied
the teacher here on the Thursday previous
to the Sacrament, and returned on the
following Monday. They said that Kal-
sarur was complaining of headache, and
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that he and his wife had remained at home.

I supposed that it was only an attack of |,

fever and that in a few days he would be
all right again as he was a strong, healthy
young man. Butsoon the sad intelligence
came that he wasdead. He died the same
day the rest of .the natives returned.
Oh! T cannét tell you whata trial this has
beentome. What bright hopes have been
dashed to the groundin a moment. I'was
lookinyg forward joyfully to the time when
several distant, scattered villages, now
heathen, would be transplanted to Bufa
to receive the Word of Life; and the chief
instrument in this was to be this same
young man. He had already begun to
gather them, for those who had moved
there were principally his friends. He
had been a very wild youth but the change
that came over him since he renounced
heathenism_about a year ago was simply
marvellous. I have seen few natives on
whom the gospel seemed to have taken
such a hold. Indeed this is just what
might have been expected seeing he re-
nounced heathenism at the time he did.
All the rest of the natives at his village
were opposed to the gospel, and the chief,
his foster parent, especially so. Some of
the nearest villages to him were holding a
feast and others preparing for one so that
nothing but the grace of Him *‘ with whom
nothing isimpossible,” could have induced
him to take the step he did. But dark
and trying as his.death has bheen it has a
bright side. On their return as they drew
near the village they heard him. singing,
and when the teacher entered he said to
him, ‘1 feel very happy. I took the
- Good Word and now I know my heart has
a tight hold of it. Iam going to leave
you and you must be kind to the strangers
who have come to live here.” Hekepton
singing and praying until he dieg.

OcToBER 22XD.

We had a call from a man-of-war yes-
terday, and the captain kindly offered to
mail letters for us so I embrace the op-
portunity of sending this. As you will
see it was written at different times and
very hurriedly.

‘With our united kind regaxds.

I remain,
Yours very sincerely

J. W. MacCKEN2ZIE.

Trinidad.
REV. J. W. McLEOD'S FIFTH RE-
PORT.

PrINCESTOWN, Dec. 28, 85.

Since in the providence of God Iam
here at the close of another year I shall
try to briefly report its’ work.

1. My hedlth has not been much worse
than in 1884, save that I am unable te
preach.

2. Although helpless thus in myself I
have not been left helpless. Throughout
the year each missionary gave one day in
eight weeks which gave us every alternate
Sabbath. Then Mr. Gibson, at the request
of the council, was with us until his depax-
ture for Demerara. Mr. Henry Brownalso
was ever ready when health permitted to
take a Wednesdny or Sabbath evening ser-
vice. Rev.S.H.Wilson and Thos. Thom-
son, Esq.,of San Fernando,deserve our best.
thanks foraid. The intervening Sabbaths
were largely filled in the Hindi service by
Mr. Jos. Annagee, who faithfully labored
during the past year i word and doctrine.
Mr. C. C. Soodeen regularly on Sabbath
afternoon conducted a service in Mount
Stewart and Palinyra villages, alternately.
Mr. Henry Jaraman, in Piparo; John
Gobin, at Jordan Hill, and the other
teachers, have willingly taken their share
of Sabbath work. Jaraman jay be said
to be a pastor as well as teacher, in his-dis-
trict. The SablLath School was conducted
by Miss Blackadder. The teachers were,
Mrs. McLeod, Miss Blackadder, Messrs.
C. C. Scodeen, D. Mchabu, Williams,
Brown, and Annie Mewa. .

3. Owing to the loss of £25 for Jordan
High School since 1884, through depres-
sion in sugar, we have been compelled to
close St. Julien School and to appropriate
its support for Jordan Hill, a mott impor-
tant scheol. By amiranging for fees and
keeping a Hindu monitor in the Goven-
ment School, not far from our own, the
loss was less felt. I have few changes to
report in the other schools save that of a
new teacher at Cedar Hill. Mr. Grant
relieved me )x.}gely of the care of Cedar
Hill, Jordan Hill, Mount Stewart, and
Palmyra schools. Mr. Morton relieved
me by occasionally visiting the farther
achools, .

4. Of a debt of §325 on new church,
and general work from 1884, we have paid
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oft all save $75; so that I may say our
church is free of debt. This includes
$100 paid with consent of Council to the
builder for loss in faithfully fulfilling his
contract, This makes a total mised in
Trinidad for new church of over $1800.
Our congregational contributions have,
notwithstanding dull times, increased by
about $120, including a special collection
on the Communion Sabbath before the
last, amounting to $70. .

5. It wns agreed at presbytery and
council last January that I should begin
the training of teachers and catechists.
The work was begun at once and con-
tinued until the Christmas holidays. The
St. Joseph and Tunapuna teachers met in
Tunapuna on Saturday, the Princestown
and San Fernando teachers in San Fer-
nando another Saturday, while the Couva
teachers met ‘ortnightly on Friday. At
the April and August vacations all as-
sembled in San Fernando for a week’s
drill and writters examinations. The ex-
aminations were conducted in each field
at the close of this year. On these occa-
sions lectures in Hindi and English were
delivered by Revs. Messrs. Falconer,
Wilson, Hendrie, and our own ministers.

The average roll is 44
Average attendance 32

Qur studies were grammar, geography,
history, bible study, Stalker’s Life of
Christ, arithmetic, and algebra.

I closing 1 must record my heartfelt
thanks to my brethren hereand toall who
aided in carrying on the work in my illness.
Special thanks are due the New Glasgow
ladies, Truro Lightbeavers, and J. R.
Gregg, Esq., for valuable gifts of clothing
and pictures.

Nine achools have been in operation
during the year with a total attendance of
386, and a daily avarage of 249.

Baptisms during the year, Children 4

Adults 13

Total 17
Marriages 3
Communicants on roll 70

Respectfully submitted,
J. W. MacLeop.

In Ireland, Preshyterianism embraces
nearly one-half of the Protestant population.
The orthodox Presbyterian Church has 553
-congregations and 101,452 communicants.

REPORT OF REV. J. K. WRIGHT,
COUVA.

During the year we have experienced
something of sickness, anxiety and per-
plexity ; but have received many blessings
and have had enough success in the Lord’s
work to gause us to thank God and take
courage. The events of the year have
been :— ’

1. The_ opening of & new school on
Perseverance Estate, and the placing of
it on the Govermment List of Assisted
Schools.

2. The acquisition of a larger building
at Waterloo for school purposes, and the
placing of this school also on the Govern-
ment List., The thanks of the Church
are due to James Kilgour, Esq., for his
ready and substantial aid in these
schemes.

3. The building of an infant class-room
at California.

4. Reception of a deed of gift from 4.
Cumming, Esq., of the Dission land in
Exchange Village.

5. The formation of a Congregation of
English speaking Presbyteriana. This
was done by the Presbytery on the 10th
day of June, in. answer to a memorial
signed by thirty-three persons. Service
has been held every Sabbath evering at 7
o'clock. This service has been well and
regulacly attended. Besides the amount
contributed which appearsin the Financial
Statement of this report, there has been
raised ugwwa.rds of eight hundred dollars
toward the building of & church, to be used
as a place of worship for the English
speaking Presbyterians of the district, and
also for Coolies who are or who may yet
become Christians in connection with the
Presbyterian Mission here. The utmost
enthusiasm is manifested in reference to
this objef. We trust that the close of
1886 will find the building completed. It
may be remarked here that partof the
amount standing ‘under ‘the heading
t Contributions from English Speaking
Congregation” was given for the express
purpose of purchasing an organ, and this-
item of expenditure is reckoned among
the incidentals of the year. .

6. The acceptance of Calcutta School
into the Government Ward in that neigh-
borhood. The balance of debt is mainly
upoa the school-house at Calcutta. Itis
hoped that some disposal may be made of
the property hext year to clear off the



Vi

!

B

THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN. . 46

debt. The most satisfactory arrangements
have been made with the EducationDe-
partment in the handingoverof thisSchool.

7. A certain amount of work was done
during five months in the new district of
Chandranagar. It was found, however,
that the people there, owing to hard
times, were not able to do anything to
assist the funds, and besides that the

work in the rest of tlie field was more |-

than the Missionary could overtake alone.

8. The building and occupation of a
New Mission House, The houseis well
situnted and every way suitable and com-
fortable. 'We desire to express thanks to
the Board for their ready liberality in
this matter and to the several Missionaries
for surrendering in behalf of this object
their shares in the bequest of the late
James McDonald, Esq. The several
schools have kept up well. There are six
in all with a total atterdance of 372 and
an average attendance of 270.

We have been anxiously looking for tid-

- ings of the appointment of a lady from

Canada as teacher for Exchange School.
We trust that she may come to hand early
in 1886. There is a magnificent opening
here for such a worker.

The Sabbath Hindustanee services have

been well attended. InExchange school-
house we have had sometimes as many as
80 or 90 Indians. .
. We are not able to report many converts
at this point. They all are, however,
willing to receive Christian instruction.
At all stations of the field on Sunday or
week-day we have sought, to the utmost
limit of our time and.strength, to make
known the Word of Life.

Our heartiest thanks are, tendered, to
friends in Trinidad who have so liberally
contributed to our funds, to all the
gentlemen in Couva and to Mrs. Wylie
for their companionship and help in our
work, to the St. Andrew’s Church Junior
Mission Society, London, Ontario, for
their gift of five dollars, and to ladies in
Canada from whem we have received

clotkes for the school children.
Baptisms, Adults 9
¢ Infants ) 3
. Total _ 14
Communicants, Indian Congregation 43
English Congregation 15
“Total 53

MISS COPELAND'S REPORT.

Sax Feryaxvo, Dec. 26, '85.

Under the appointment of the Board I
arrived in San Fernando in December last,
as you are alrendy aware, just as the school
was closing for the Christmas holidays, so
T had time to get acquainted with my sur-
roundings befoxre commencing my work.
School opened on the 5th of January.
There were seventy-five scholars present.
The average attendance for the year was
ninety-nine, twenty-two more than last
year. Forthe first quarter the average
was 92; for the second, 105; third 98;
fourth, 102, :

Although ours in Indian school, several
European gentlemen have sent their boys
here, who, in addition to the ordinary in-
struction given in the school, receive also
alesson daily in Latin from Mr. Grant, .
and are paying large fees which enabled -
ug to retain the services of Mr. J. W.
Corsbie who was willing to take a second
place in the school.

There are three departinents; the Infant
class, which is taught by Miss Annie
Olmel; the Intermediate, by Mr. Corsbie,
and the higher class, by myself.

School opens at 8 a. m., when the home
lesgons are taken up for half an hour,daily;
then the school is divided into two classes
for religious instruction, one of which'is
taught by Mr. Corsbie, and the other. b
myself. At 9 o'clock the regular worl
begins. The subjects are very much-the
same as those taught in the public schools
of Canada. After-school is dismissed in
theafternoon a few of the older scholars
remain for extra classes in Geometry and
Algebra, and, for a part of the year, in
Hindustani; at this time also the girls
have their lesson in needle-work which is
taught by Miss Olinel. °

The young neople of the Sabbath School
have procured a usical chart from the
United States, for which they pajd $12.50.
It contains a complete system of vocal
music, with about 180 exercises, beginning
with the first principles of music, and

adually advancing to the higher. We

ave commenced it in the day school and
we have a class in the church for an hour
every Friday evening. Some of the younﬁ

-people have very good voices and are fon

of music. At this class we also practice
hymns from the Presbyterian Hymnal of
Canada, which we use at the English ser-



46

THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN.

vice on Sabbath evening and in the Sab-
bath School.

We have had two examinations this
year. One, a public examination, was
held in April before closing for the Easter
holidays; and the Inspector's, for result
fees, in October, at which, of the acholars
who had made over 200 attendances, 39
passed in the standards, and 17 infants.

The Hon. Mr. Fenwick, a manager of
the school, intimated the Governor's in-
tention to visit us on the 19th inst., but
later His Excellency found that he had to
postpone his visit until early in next year.

On Christnas morning we had a meet-
ing in the church for the children of all
the schools.. There were about 300 pres-
ent. Before going to the church we dis-
tributed abont one hundred of those little
suits, sent from the ladies’ societies at
home, to,the little ones who had come in
- very untidy-from the estates. I am.sure
it would have gladdéried the hearts of
these ladies could they have seen the im-
})rovement in the appearance of the bright

ittle recipients. When they had dressed
themselves they all came into the church.
After a short service some of the children
were examined in the Shorter Catechism,
for which prizes had been offered, and then
cakes and candy were given. One little
boy about four years old, from Petit Morn
Eatate, stood up and recited the tables of
weights and measures, and also gave a
short recitation first in English then in
Hindustani.

Of ¢ourse T render all the assistance in
my power in the Sabbath School, and
several of the more intelligent boys of the
school have been baptized during the year.
Ilike the work. It is very interesting.
Generally on Sunday afternoons I visit
some of the families connected with the
Mission with a view to be useful.

My home is very comfortable. Mr. and
Mrs. Grant are exceedingly kind to me.

I am, yours faithfully.

TisS1E COPELAND.

BIBLE SOCIETY WORK IN CHINA.

During the year 1834 the agents of the
British and Foreign Bible Society distri-
buted in North China 51,613 copies of
Scriptures, in part or in whole, reckoning
Bibles in four vols., and Old Testament in
three vols., as one copy respectively. It
is most remarkable to notice that, of this

very large total, only 190 copies were
given gratuitously. The total circulation
of the above society overall China in 1884
was over 275,000 volumes. We have more
than once felt compelled to acknowledge -
the immense missionary force this great
society has wielded and is wielding in
China. The above numbers speak for
themselves, and they are not all. The
additional fact myst be remembered that,
engaged in this great work, there is a
large body of able and eflicient agents,
foreign and native, who commend, by
theic constant addresses, the glorious
Gospel of God's grace revealed in His
precious Word, —Nel.

CHRISTIAN GENTLENESS.

. A heathen who stood in a crowd in
Calcutta, listening to a missionary dis-
puting with a Brahmin, said he knew
which' was right; though he ‘did not un-
derstand the language. He knew he was
in the wrong who lost his temper first.
For the most part, this is a very accurate
way of judging. Try to avoid debating
with people. State your opinion and let
them state theirs. If you see that a stick
is crooked, and you want people to sec
how crooked it is, lay a straight rod heside
it ; that will be quite enough. But if you
are drawn into controversy, nse very hard
arguments and very soft words. Fre-
quently you cannot convince a man by
tugging at his reason ; but you can per-
suade him by winning his atfections. —
Spurgeon.

In 1881 Presbyterian mission-stations
in the Northwest numbered barely 120 ;
now 340. Since 1832, there have been
erected in the mission fields 55 new
churches, 11 manses, and three church
manses, at a cost of not less than $160,-
000. Within four years, families and
communicants have trebled, and contri-
butions (despite the general severe de-
pression) quintupled. The area of settle-
ment 18 about 30,000,000 acres and the
population less than 200,000. There are
at present three self sustaining congrega-
tions without pastors, and 1200 families of
our Church without any supply.—-Witness.

The true Christian is like the sun, which
ursues its noiseless track, and everywhere
eaves the effect of his beams in a blessing

upon the world around him.—ZLuther.
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1

AMERICAN Slgg DAY SCHOOL UNION

RAR ES.

" 1. Little People’s Picture Library,
: 50 vols. $10.00
te, Sunday Hour Library, 75 vols. 14.50
3. National Library No. 1, 100 vols, 25.00

4. Grand Choice Library, No. I, 50 .

vols. 20.50

§. Grand Choice Library No. 2, 50
vols. - 22.00

8. tirand Choice Library No. 3, 50
vols. 25.00
7. Crown Library, 50 vols.’ 27.50

These Libraries are in neat wooden cases,
and will be found both good and cheayp.

LATEST

. PRESBYTERIAN BOARD'S
. WORKS.

"1 Home Making, by Rev. J. R. = °
. iller . $1.00

Mille
" 2. Home Whispers, by Rev. H. A.
Nejson, §5
3. Corea Without and Within 115
4. Scotland’s Influence on Civiliza-
tion : 1.60
5. In His Steps, by Prof. R. Miller,
a book for Communicants 75
6. Womanhood Sermons, addressed
to Women, cheap Paper Edi-
. tion 12
7. Church History in brief, by Prof.
James Moftat, D.D. 1.75
CHEAP EDITIONS.
English Stories for Children, 12 as-
sorted Stories, Colored Illus. 36
FOR 1886. .
. Peloubet’s Select Notes . - . 125,
Half Hours with the Lessons, being -
forty-eight Sermons by emi-
nent Preachers of United
States. Paper edition 85
Westgunster Question Hand Book 18
REVISED BIBLES.
Small Type, Cloth 1.00
Lavger ¢ = ¢ 2.10
“ . ¢ Leather 2.80

MacGrecor & KxicHT,
125 Granville St., Halifax.

INDIA.

India is in the throes of a sucial, intel-
lectual, and religiota revolution., The
masses of the people have not to a large
extent been caught by the whirl of the
agitation ; but the educated, who have
imbibed Western ideas through their
Western education, are strongly moved.
Intellectually, India is free; and & man
may think as he likes, without much fear
of persecution. Socially, India is im-
proving ; and many much needed reforms
are ardently discussed, and slowly put
into practice, Religiously, India is held
in the most rigorous bondage; and woe
to the man who openly disavows the gods
of his fathers! But even here therais
movement. Men fear not to criticize the
beliefs of their ancestors; they show &
desire for fuller knowledge of those
mysteries that aurround  the _apiritual

| nature of man ; arid ‘what wonder, while

they thus inquire, if they' learn something
of European materialism, or even of the
more degrading infidelity of a grosser
school? It has been known for some time
that infidel, or * free-thought,” literature
has been disseminated in India, though to
what extent was unknown. Recently the
Religious Tract Society, to the many
blessings which it has conferred upon
India, has added another, in appointing a
committee to investigate this matter, and
provide means to counteract the evil.—
The Harvest Field. .

SHUT UP.

When God shut Noah into the ark he
had ' no choice between quietly abiding
within it .or forcing his way tbrough its
windows to destruction. It is even so
with a man who by stern providences is
¢ shut up” within clearly-marked lines, of
disagreeable and painful duties. Within
those lines there are many trials of faith ;
but-Beyond them isthe wide, tempestuous
sea of disobedience and destruction. It
is therefore the part of the man of faith
and wisdom to stand patiently at the post
of duty, enduring hardness like a good
soldier until God’s. own hand opens the
duor and sets him free, as he did Noah
when the flood had subsided. Thus do-
ing, though his ¢ weeping may endure for
a night,” yet * joy cometh in the mom-
ing.” It is better to die within tho lines

-of duty than revel in the widest, freest

realm of sinful delight.—Ziow's Herald,



48 THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN.

THE EFFECT OF DRINK.

Not long ago the” people of a certain
town were called upon under local option
to decide the liquor question. ‘They were
wavering in a public meeting, lest the
town should suffer serious business loss.
The sentiment seemed somewhat against
prohibition until a pale, half-clad, woe-
begone woman entered the room, walked
up to the front and begged the privilege
of saying a few words. She said :—

1 have just come from the poor-house.
You all know me. 1 once lived in the
finest mansion on this street, only a few
doors from this hall. My husband youall
knew. He was a prosperous merchant in
this place. He was once highly esteemed
by you all. He became rich. We had a
family of happy, bright-faced children.
We all lived happily together until the
demon of rum ‘conquered my husband.
Ho and our five sons fill drunkard’s graves
to-night. This is all I have to say, except
that I now return alone to the poor-house.
Goud night.”

As she left the room a deep and solemn
silence pervaded the audience. A pro-
found impression was produced, and the
town was carried for prohibition., At
least, turn about is fair play.—Sel.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS.

The late Earl of Shaftesbury was wont
to tell how his first religious impressions
were due to a nurse who had charge of
him till he was eight years of age, and
who used to tell him Bible stories and
urge him to give himself to the service of
God. Not only ‘does this anecdote con-
tain comfort for those who in lowly
prsitions seem to have but limited powers

and few opportunities of working for God, .

but it is a suggestive one to those mothers

who are careless as to the religious charac-.

ter of the nurses to whom the little onés
are entrusted. To no one can the mother
properly depute the blessed privilege of
pointing the child to Him who said,
< Suffer the little children to come unto
Me,” but there are times when the chil-
dren must of necessity be under the sole
charge of the nurze ; and every mother
who lias the eternal interests of her little
ones at heart will be careful to proside
such a nurse as will supplement the noiy
teachings given at her own knee.

NOT AFRAID TO DIE.

Almost the only printed matter found
in the far North when the relic’s of Sir
John Franklin's expedition were discov-
ered in that icy region wasa leaf from
Todd's Student’s Manual with this dia-
logue on it:

*“ Are you afraid die'?” ¢ No.”

*“Why does the uncertainty of another
state give you no concern :

**Because God has said, ‘Fear not;
when thou passest through the waters I
will be with thee.””

The poor vietim perhaps treasured the
page, read and re-read it, and gazed on. it
until the mists of death crept over him,
He was nof found, but the page told those
who were searching, how one, at least, of
those brave seamen had died. '

FAMILY PRAYER. !

There is one mark of a household in
which God is known and loved, which-is
too often wanting in our day—T mean the
practice of family prayer. Depend upon
it, the worth of a prastice of that can only
he measured by its effects during a long
period of time, and family prayers, though
occupying only u few minutes, do make a
greit difference to any household at the
end of a year. How, indeed, can it be
otherwise? When each morning, and,
perhaps, each evening, too, all the mem-
bers of the family, the old and the young,
the parents and the children, the master
and the servants, meet on 2 footing of
perfect equality before the Etermal, in
whose presence each is as nothing, or less
than nothing ; yet to whom each is so
infinitely dear that He has redeemed with
His blood each and all of them, how must
not the bad spirits that are the enemies of
pure and bright family life flee away—the
spirits of envy and pride and untruthful-
ness and sloth, and the-whole tribe of evil
thoughts, and make way for His gracious
presence in the hearts of old and young
alike, who as He brings us one by one
nearer to the true end of our existence,
20 does He, and He alone, make us to he
* of one mind in a house” here within the
narrow presence of each home circle, and
hereafter in that countless family of, all
nations, and kindreds, and people, and
tongues, which dwell with Him, the
universal Parent of all eternity '—Cunon
Liddon. :
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