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UNIVERSAL HISTORY.

m———

THE MOSAIC HISTORY OF CREATION,
REVIEWED.

~dgan-d

“\BVIOUS are the advantages of history, civil and
" ecclesiastical. 1tintroduces us to the illustrious
personages who flourished, and the great events which
were accomplished, in the world and the church, in
those remote ages of antiquity, with the occurrences
which we must, otherwise, have been totally unac-
(;uaintéd. To review, in a summrary manner, the his-
tory of providence, from the commencement of time
to the'age in which we live ; including the long period
of five thousand and eight hundred years, must be an
employ, at once, instractive and entertaining.

The works of the Almighty, in the contemplation
of which, the wise and devout part of mankind, of
every age and of every country, have found equal
profit and pleasure, may be comprehendad under two
grand divisions ; the works of creation, and the works
of providence.

To pave the way for a re-capitulation ofthe principal
events of providence, we shall, in a cursory manner,
review the Mosaic history of creation. The books of
Moses are, confessedly, the most ancient writings now
extant. His history of creation is. indeed, concise ;
but it is not less comprehensive.

Concerning
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Concerning the origin of the universe various, dis-
cordant, contradictory” theories' have been advanced.
"The opinion, that it had no beginning, which has been
held by certain Pagan philosophers, militates against.
#ie principles of sound philosophy no less than the
doctrines of revelation.  Even -among those, who re-
joct, a5 ‘antischiptural -and irrational, the supposition
of the cternity of it, there is no small diversity of o-
pinion.  Ofits great antiquity, idcas, manifestly fa-
bulous, have been, entertained ; cspecially by the
Chirics¢! the Chaldeans and the Egyptians, On this
subjoct, christian writers,.as well as pagan, have form-
ed a variety of speculations.  Were we, for & moment,
to put revelation out of the question, and, in our in-
quiries concerning the antiquity of the world, proceed
entirely on rational principles; we would find reagon
to conclude, that jtis not of so great antiquity,: ag
many philosophers and several divines have imagined..
Tct us recollect the gencral trgditions of the most an-’
cient natiops ; the goncwrring testimonies of the carliest
1-hilgsophers. and poets.; the total deficiency: of history’
prior 1o the Mosaic.; the manifold absurditics and con-,
tradjctions of those few accounts which' pretend’ to
ereat antiquity ; the continueddiscoveries of new coun-’
tries ; the late inveuntion of many useful arts and scien-
¢os, &e. . Do not these considerations rénder it, in a
high degree,, probable, though . not infallibly certain,
that the world.is not of,n, yéry;great duration? . But,
without revelation, all speculations en this subject, are
precarioys and unsatisfactory.” In the books of Moses,
and, the subsequent, sacred writings, and in thexd'alone,
is an authentic, consistent, satisfactory account of the
origin of.al], things .to be found. That God, at the
time, and in the manner, related by Moses, created
the heayensend the carth, cver has been;an: article of
the. cregl of bothl Jews and Christiaps.

"Lhe chronology of th_e,:wgﬂd,’. which onr best writers
have aImost universally adopted, isthat of the celebrated
Avchbichop Usher. This' computation, cenformably
Y 1
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to the Hebrew text, places the creation four thousand
and four years,before the Chiistian'wra. "

Why, it has beenqueried, did not the, Almighty
create the world at a period much earliev?” Presimy-
tious question ! Shall mortal man arraign his omnipo-
tent maker at his bar? Ever ought we to recollect,
that Fle does not act according to the extent of his
power; ut in conformity to the wise determinations
of his sovercign and resistless will. | Who can, in'auy
instance, say unto Him, what doest ihow ? Unneces-
sary is the question, At ‘What season of the year was
the ‘world creited; whether'in spring or autniun ?
Suilice it to say, the fruits of the carth seemito have
been originally producedl in a2 state of full m=aturity.
Nor is it unwaorthy of nofice, that the civil year of tie
Jews commenced in attuinn. X do not speak of the
sacred .year instituted at their egress from Exypt,
which, n succeeding ages, regulated their refigwous
festivals ; but of their ¢ivil year, acsording to which
.they computed time prior to that period. -

With regard to the~”Mosaic account’ of creation,
there arc, especially, two questions, which have occu-
pied the attention of learned writers; and on which
théy have beeii divided in theiropinions. The one is,—
‘whether docs Moses, in his history of creation, intend
the original production, or only the' renovalion of the
world, which, after existing for ages, to us, “unkndwn,
had now, fallen into d'statc of disorder and decay ? The
other is—In what gxtéit is the Nosaic account of
creation to be intérpretetl, —shether of our earth ohty,
withitsenvirons ; or of the solar system, comprehending
{he sun its'centre, and the several opaque bodies, pla-
nets and comets, whicli revolve about that grand hi-
minary ; or of all'worlds,’ visiblé and invisible, known
and unknown ? ‘A discussion of these questions I'am
not now to.attempt. The  brevity of i1y ‘plan forbids
it. It may suffice for mye' to say, that, as we have o
infallibly certain information concerning the origin of
the univeéise, but what We derive from the sacred vo-

Ace lime
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lume, of any world or worlds, existing prior to the Mo-
saic creation, it has said nothing. All such worlds
secm to have been, to the inspired writers, totally
urtknown. Of the speculations and hypothesés of ca-
pricious scepticism, therc is po end. I}gx)mmerable are
the. instances, in which mankind have discovered a
greater desire to know what the Most High has wisely
concealed from them, than to improve what he has
been graciously pleased to reveal to them. '

Under the appellations of the heavens and the earth,
of which the Mosa.. creation consists, are comprehend-
ed all worlds and all. creatures. ,,

The term creation secms to have, in the Mosaic his-
tory, two acceptations ; a primary and a secondary.
According to the former, it denotes the production of a
world or worlds out of nothing. According to the lat-
ter, it signifies the formation of creatures, of various
species, out of pre-existent matter. The great mass,
which the Almighty produced on the first, underwent,
on the five subsequent days, variousmodifications; and
from it were formed the numerous and diversified ma-
terial beings, with which the upper and lower worlds
were replenished. These creatures, of various kinds,
inhabitants of the earth, of the water, and of the air,
the omnipotent, without doubt, could have produced in
a2 moment. But, forwise purposes, he chose to per-
form the work, not in a moment, an hour, or a day;
but six days. A bare repetition ofthe fanciful opinion,
that by six days the sacred historian intends six thous-
and years, is a sufficient refutation of it, ,

In the Mosaic account of creation, there is no ex-
press mention of angels. But they, doubtless, are ia-
‘cluded in that brief recapitulation of the works of the
preceding six days, Gen, 11. 1. Thus were the heaveiis
and the earth finished ; and all the host of them. That
they were the first, or among the first, as they, doubt-
less, are the best, of the works ofthe great creator, is,
in the highest degree, probable. Accordingly they
are, in the sequel of the sacred volume, introduced as

spectators,
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spectators of the subsequent parts oi'the work. Thus
thie Almighty accosts Job—Hhere wast thouw when 1
laid the foundations of the earth 2 Declure, if thou hast
understanding, who hath leid the measures thereof, if thou
knowest 2 Or who hath stretched the line upon it 2 Where-
upon are the foundations thereof fustened? Orwho lnd
the corner-stone thereof, when the morning stars sang ¢ o—
cther and all the angelical sonsqf God slzm:{ed for joy ?
CWhit wtupendous work is creatio. ! Truly itis a
work worthy of God. 'With what fdc*zhty does ho ac-
complish it! He said, Let there be light ; and there
was fight.  With the Almighty, to say isto cmnmand
and to command is ts accornplish. © Hespeaks; and
he acts, in a manner worthy of himiself—In what a
‘beautiful order doés he proceed in creation ! Init, how
conspicuous is gradation ! From the lowést, it advan-
cés to the highest order of créated beings. ~ Frony dead
matter it rises to vegetative; from vegetative: to sensk
tive, from sensitive to rational life. - Hore aré -no
thaswms ; all the parts are admirably connected to makt
up on¢ universal whole. Here is one chain of . beings
from the lowest up to the highest; from the insect to
the archanygel. Nor does the scale of creation advance
by leaps's Bt oub by gentle steps. One rises, in a
gradual manncr, above another dead matter,: unor-
mmzcd earth, mmerals, vewetdbles, insects, re}st:{es,
ﬁ%hes birds, bcasts, men, amels <In all the works of
Dmty, there i5 a visible omdahon a glovious progres-
sion, from a less to a more perﬁect state. In the three-
fold ceconomy of creation, providence, and grace, the
observation of the wisest of men s verified, #he end 4
a thing is better than the bestining thereyf. Having
made a variety of spectes of mfenox beings, and, in
every respect, fitted the world for his i‘eceptabn -and ac-
commoadation, God formed- thist’ superior being, who,
as vice-gerent of his great -creator, 'was to have do-
minion over all the inferior creatures in this fower
world.
The creation of man, as the last and an of the
! works
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works of the Almighty in our sublunary world, is in-
troduced with peculiar solemnity. On this important
occasion the Almighty speaks thus—Zet us make
man in our likeness, afterour image. Was the Deity at
a loss ? Was he undetermined, whether, or in what
aanner, he should preceed? No, from an earliest
-eternity the plan was formed ; and he, who formed,
with equal facility, executed it. Is there not here a
plain intimation ofthe superiority of man to all the c-
thcr creatures. below,? That the phrasealogy, let US

make man, alludes to the royal stile among men, is an
opiniol highly improbable : The mode of speaking in
khe plural number, among the potentates of the earth,
seems to _have been totally unknown in the times of
Moses. ; Still, more improbable is the opinion of some
Jewish i mterpret‘m, who imagine, that, on this 1mp01t
;ant occasion, the Almighty consulted ‘with certain be-
ings of the angelical kind, whom he was pleased to
employ as co-adjutors, or, at least, asinstruments, in the
formation of.man. Does not the sc ripture, every
where, .represent creation as the specxal prerogative,
the pecnliar work of the Deity? But may not the
plural expression be intended to intimate the concur-
rence and co-agency of thesacred three, in the forma-
tion of man as, under his maker, lord .of this lower
world ?

In the introductory, account . of creatlon, Gen 1.1,
it has been observed, the noun, that denotes the great
agent inthis work, is plural, and the.verb, that expres-
ses his-agency in it, is singular. The, Godhead is one
and nndivided ; the persons-are three, and, .though not
dmdcd dlStlI’lO'ulSllCd one from another.

" Of man 'ﬁone, to the exclusion of.all other creatures
on earth, it-is affirmed, that.he was formed in the like-
ness and after the image of his maker.. By this image
of God, certain mterpretera have understaod that idea
in the divine mind, in conformity to .which man was
created. c 1

Ta. be. Continued. ‘
‘ s PROOTS,
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PROOFS

OF THE

Beisg and perfections of Deity, from abrief surcey of the.
' Heavens and the Earth.

SKETCH OF ASTRONOMY.:

OUR all-gracious maker, in condesension to the
weakness of our faculties, the brevity of our lives,
and our many avocations, has comprised the know-
ledge, which is necessary to' our improvement and,
happiness, in this imperfect. and mortal state, within
nairow boundaries. That path of life, .which the
greater part of christians arc gppointed to tread, allows
but little opportunity for, philosophical rescarches. But
a sketch of christian philosophy, calculated, to eleyate
the .mind to:high and honourable thoughts of God,
must, to christians, even in the lowest circles of life, be
acceptable and useful. Te heavens declare the glory
S God, and the firmament . sheweth. his handy-work. . To
this.declaration of the devout psalmist agree the words
of an - apostolical writer; of the new testament.—The
wwvisible things of Godfrom the creation of the world, are
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made,
evenhis eternal power and. God-head. Can any thing
be more becoming ratiopal c¢reatures, than to investi-
gate the works of Deity, in orderto cxcite inthemselyes
that superlative respect, and those devout affections,
which constitute the essence of that praise, which is
their reasonable 4nd religious service? Are we dis-
posed to employ ourselves in this improving and de-
lightful exercise ? The mcans and the motives are both
at hand. His.works prescpt themselves to men Of
every clime, and of every condition, the savage as
well as the sage, in-a wonderful, an instructive, a pleas-
ing variety. How admirable the plan; and how in-
imitable the execution {

The
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The story of the onigin, of  the noble science of
astronomy, and of its progress i carly times, is involv-
ed in no small obscurity, -apd has occasioned a great
variety of speculations and conjectures ; the canvassing
of which could hot-dfford either much information or
amusement.  The antiquity, as wellas the utility of
it, the Deity has been understood to intimate, when,
concerning the heavenly luminanes; he spake thus:
Let them be for signs, and for seasons, ana_ for days,
and years.' Adamiy in his state: of -innocence, 'wé;zi‘x}
informed by the Jewish Rabbins, bad an- extensive
knowledge of astroriomy: The inhabitants:of the. Anites
delitvizh world,” particulaily Seth and hik. posterity,
Josephus fells us, were aequathted with this scienge.
The Iongevity df'the patriarchs afforded them singaiar
advantagts and opportunitiés for making: astronomical
observatibnd. At the dispersion oecasioned by the'
confusioly of Tanguages, at the building of the : Towen:
of Bdhel, Noalt, we are told, rétired with the children;
who'iere borp to -him ‘after the flood;. inte the norths
eagtern paris'of Asia, and introduced the knowledge of
astronomy into those countries. In this manher writt e
accotnt for the early cultivation 6f the sciences T
China, Stanyy Japan, the dominions of the great; Mogul,:
and other partsof the east. In thie western World; as
well as-the eastern, among the' Americans, aswell-as
the Asiatics, particularly thev natives' of - Mexico,:
vritérs have found sufficient proofs of an acquantance
with astronomy. . But, there are espécially: two. icoun
tries, which, in ancient times, were distinguished ané
famous for the' cultivation of this sublime ‘sciehee 3
Chaldea and Egypt. Both these countries, it -has
beén ob:erved, weré exceedingly proper for making
astronomical’ observations, on account of the purity
and serenity of their air. The temple of Belus, which
was of an extraordmary height, it is said, was used as
an astronomical observatory ; and the lofty pyranbids
of Egypt, whatever may have been the original design
of them, tnight answer the same purpose. For 2 prooif:

o
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of the early study of astronomy among the Chaldeans,
it hasbeen observed, Alexander the Great, when he
entered Babylon, found, upon inquiry, astronomical
observations, some of which hrd peen made about
two thousand years before. This noble study, the pa-
triarch Abraham, who was a native of Chaldea, is sup-
posed to have, in an eminent manner, promoted. The
knowledge collected frum the traditional history of
creation, the contemplation- of the heavens and the
earth, the experience of preceding generations, and the
various gradual discovenes of the attributes and pur-
poses of the Deity, which had been, by the long-hved
natriarchs, transmitted from age to age; he, no doubt,
was solicitous to diffuse among his co-temporaries. In
the contemplation and study of the works of creation
and Providence, the devoat part of mankind, of every
agé and country, have found equal profit and pleasure.
Boes it not seem to have been the constant practice of
the patriarch Isaac, at every approach of night, and
re“appearance of thie heavenly luminaries, to retire to
the field for contemplation ? Jsaac, says the sacred his-
torian, went out fo meditate in th- field af the eventide.
Wasit not a view of the starry heavens that suggested
to-the devout Jewish monarch, the following pious eja-
culations ; When 1 consider the heatens, the work of thy
Jingers ;s the moon and ihe stars, which thou hast ordain-
ed?,g can Iforbear to exclaim, Lord, what is* man, that
thou art mindful of kim ; or the son of man, that thou vi-
sttest hitn 2 Celebrating the wonders of creatioi, the
sweet psalmist of Israel elsewhere sings thus—70 him
who alone doeth great -vonders—to him that by wisdom
made the heavens—1to him that made great lights ; the sun
to rule by day ; the moon and stars to rule by right.
“From Chaldea‘or Egypt, or, perhaps, both, the study
of astrbnomy passed iito Phenicia, and from Phenicia
to Greece. . The peried at which this science was first
cultivated among’ the Greéeks, cannot be ascertained:
Intirnations of it, however, cecur in the writings of He-
siod-and Homer; who flourished almost nine hundred
B yeary
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years before the Christian arra. It was greatly im-
proved by ‘Thales, the Milesian, whose reputation for
astronomical knowledge was raised to the highest
pitch, by foretelling an eclipse, the arrival of which
was attended with memorable circumstances.  Espe-
cially was the astronomy of the Greeks improved and
enriched by the discoveries of Pythagoras. This ce-.
febrated astronomer aid mathematician, 1s believed to
have been born in the island of Samos, and te have
flourished about five hundred years before Christ.  In
fearch of knowledge, he, it is said, travelled into E-
gyvpt, then celebrated for the study of the sciences, -
where he became acquainted with geography, and
the true solar system, and made himsclf master of the
several branches of learning, for which that country
was so famous anong the nations of antiquity. Incited
by an isatiable thirst for knowledge, he, we are told,.
afterwards visited Persia, Chaldea, and other parts of
Asia, as far_as India, where he conversed with the
Gymposophists, and, from them, acquired the know-
ledge of ‘the philosophy and literature of the east.
Thiis great, philosopher taught that the . .ch was of a
spherical or round figure 5 ‘that the moon reflected the
rays of the sun; and thut the comets are -wandering
stars, disappearing in the superior part of their orbxts,
and becoming visible only in the lower. Heis said
also to have exhibited the oblique course of the sun in
the ccliptic ; and to have first taught that the planet
Venus is both the evening and the morning star. But,
rational and philosophical, as the theory of Pythagoras
was, it was universally reprobated, and speedily con-
siguned to a state of oblivion.

(,om.emmg the structure of the universe, the an-
cients, in yeneral, entertained the most erroncous
dleas. The Prolemaic system almost universally pre-
vailed. That the earth is an extended plain, surround--
ed by the ocean ; that the sun, the moon, andthe stays,
are sinall luminous bodies, at no great distance frons
the curth, and created solely for the purpose of illuminat-

ing
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ing it, ‘was, for many’ ages, and among many nations,

a prevailing opinion. Though, how 0 ascertain on
what foundation the carth rested, or how ta aceount
for the velocity with which the heavenly lnminaries
seemed to move round it, they knew not.  Tor a long
series.of ages, Europe continucd in ignorance of astro-
nomy, as well as of the other sciences.  The revival of
astronomical studies, some have dated from the times
of .the Emperor Frederick, who, in the thirteenth cen<
tury; caused the astronomical treatisc of Ptolemy, to
be translated into Latin.  Isit not a strong intimation
of the utility of plilosophy, and its subservience to the
advancement of religion, that the revival of the former,

and the reformation of the latter, happened almost. at
ane time . Impertant, indeed, is the superstracture,

whicli.ouranodern philesophers have raised upon thar
noble foundation, which the great Bacon, upwards of
two hundred years ago, berr'm to lay. The honour of
restoting and pbtabhshm« “tue true solar system, be.’
longs) i a peeuh'u‘ manner, to Lopermcus, a native of
Thora, born in the year 1472. ~ All the books written’
by philosophers and astrohomers, which could be found,

hercollected and perused;and all the various hypothe-

ses theyhad invented for the solution of the celestial
phenexniena, he examined. - - The restlt wasa firm pow-
shasion; that the only truc. systemuiwas the Pythage-
real 3 which makes the ssm. t0 be the centre, and'the’
egrthsto move, ot only roundthe sun, but also round
its own axis. After tw entv ycars spent nr contemplai-
ing the phenomeni of the heavens, in muking mathe-

maticat caieniauons, m’esamning the obqer\ ations of
the ancierits, and in making new ones of his own, he
fully estabhshed that system o{ the universe, which now
goes by his name, and is universally received 1w
scicutific men of all nations.  Greatly "has the science
of astronomy been improved by the invention and use
of telescopes. This improvement is attributed 10
Galileo, a famous mathematician and astronomer, the

son of a Tlorentine nobleman, born in the year 1561
B¢ ‘Though
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Though it does not appeay, that he originally invented,
he, doubtless, improved the invention of teleseopes;
and applied them to astronomical purposes! Esjecidl
ly has modernastronomy been improved, enriched,and
confirmed by the discoveries and experimentst of -thas
prodigy of mathematical knowledge, thé meompatable
Sir Isaac. Newton.

Modern discoveries, in the sublime science of ‘astro=
nomy, have opened prospects, which; dt once, adtorish:
wnd delight, to a degree which words areinable toex»:
press. The most obvious distributicn of those heavens:
ly bodies, which we commonly call stars, is. into.twe
classes ; permanent and planetary ; fixed+and wat-.
dering. The former. are usually,.by way of eminénoe;
called stars; the latter planets. The stars, o account.
of, their appérent unequal magnitndes, are divided:ntor
six classes; called’ stars of the first ; stdars of the e
cond ; stayrs of the.third ; stavs.of fhe fourth ;. stavs ofs
the ﬁfth and stars of the sixth. magnitude.. Gf the
stars some are visible to the naked eye ;others are.dis-’
covered only by the assistanee of glasées, calleld telesd
copes. The latter have, onthis actount, bgen cdlled:
telescopical stars; . Ari- ordinaty telescope iy said to!
discover, in several parts of the heavens, tén fimes;as
many stars as.can be seen by thenaked eye. Theapk
parent unequal maomtudes of the!stars, are; proba{)ly,
owing, tothelrunequal distances. To. a. person-at tise
nearest star, our sun would, probably, appear no larger
than that star:doesto us, - Ly SN

At such immmense distandes are the stars from‘ us}
that, it is supposed, a ball shot from a loaded: cannon,
and flying with undiminished veiouty, would: travel
several hundred thousand years before:it codld reach
the nearest ofthem. -

( To be Continued.)

THEOLOGY.
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THEOLOGY.

.3
Lt 2

' ""3.-" S A ’1" . *
E5idences in_feip ot JFChristianity.

HAT, in the Augustan agh, there fowrishad, i
. Judea; an extraordinary person; cailed Jesus
Christ, is d faet Betldr dutherficated, than that thebe
lived suclt wigit a8 €1y, Alexatider, or JHliis Ceesar.
Thete dre fiove Mstbrical mofiuments to attest his
eglistetivéand chardteter; and hiflnitely mote nutherous
and incotitéstible véstizes in‘the present day, to prove
that there was stich d person as Christ, thanthat there
liwed in Past ages, 'such potent ménarchs or lustrious
cofiglerors. Isit certain that Christianity now exists’
i the world P - N® less certain is it that Jesns Christ
arice livedin-if. "~ o o '
- Many 6f the piiblic monuments, which ihe renown-
ed-heroes of ‘antiquity left behind :them," have long
stece perished.” Theit magnificent palaces, theirtenie’
p‘}es-,. tth‘eir,"iﬁ%fus&éums, their opulent cities, aré ny
niore.! Tew are the rethaining visible traces of the
battles they fouglit, the crnpires they (established; ‘the
laws' they ‘erradted; and the wirtersal dcévastation they?
onée spread drownid théfm.  "The Kingdoms they cov-
quéréd have, By the‘iniversal instability of human con-
diticn,' undergone many revolutions, have gained and
lost tlteir liberty, and experienced all these reversesto
whieh terrestrial glory is stbjected. The curious tra
veller explores large regions in search of standing re-
cords of the' greatnéss of former princes ; traverses hn--
niénse countids, onice thie seat of science and liberty,
now thie abode &f barbarism-and slavery ; once swarin-
ing- with inliabitdiits, now a dreary, inhospitable soli-
tude ; lie searches, but in vain, for cities, and temples,
and'palaces, i the very situation where they once
stood. Babylon is now fallen ! Persepolis and Ecbatana
are no thoré | Long ha ~ travéllers dispu.2d, without
aseertaining, the site of ancient Nineveh, that erceed-
wme
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ing great city of three days journey. Tew are the re-
mamng signatures, in Asia Minor or in Judea, of
Alexander’s victorious arms. Few are the standing
memorials in Gaul or in Britain, to evince that there
was such a person asJulius Ceesar, who subdued the
one, and invadedthe other.

But that there was such a person as Jesus Christ,
who lived, died and rose again, and founded a spiritual:
empire: of religion, is an important fact, which the visi-.
ble state of almost all Europe, and a considerable part’
of America, not to speak of other conntries, sufficiently,
evinces. 'The customs and usages of every nation: nex;
cessarily imply a cause, to which they owe their;
cxistence, and suppose a date from which they
commence. Religious .institutions so extensively re-,
ceived, and religious solemmities so extensively cele-;
brated, lead the inquiring mind through past ages to
the period at which they began, to the person who es-
tablished thenr, and the source from which they origi-
nally flow. Do we see numbers of great and populous
Kingdoms, however they differ in other things, agreed-
m baptising their offspring in the name of the Father,
and ofthe Son, and of the Holy Ghost ; in commemora- :
ting their divine Redeemer by the sacred memorials of
bread and wine; in appropriating the first day of the
week statedly-to his solemn worship? How shall we-
account for institutions so extensively received and
practised ! Were they instituted in the present age ?
Did they commencein the times of our immediate an-
cestors 7 No, we can trace the sacred stream to its
source. We cap recur to times in which no such
usages were known ; times in which the Christian
institution had not commenced; in which Judaismand
Paganism overspread zhe whole inhabited world. Do
the present state of the Jews, their tenets, their cere-
monial observances, their peculiar customs, their dis-
persion into allthe nationsof the world, yetremaininga

distinet, separate body, through all the various changes
and
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revolutions, which affect kingdoms and communities,
furnish an incontestible proof, that therc existed such
a person as Moses, the famous Jewish law-giver? And
does not the evidence, that arises from the visible
state of the christian world, irrefragably prove, that
therelived and died in Judea, that extraordinary per-
son, whom we call Jesus Christ; whowas born inthe
reign of Augustus Cwmsar, and suftered under Pontius
Pilate ; and by whom christianity wasintroduced, and
established in the world ?

THE COMPLETION OF PROPHECY

Exemplified in the destruction of Jerusa{em, a striking
proof of the truth of Revelation.

OF all the various proofs, by which the truth of re-
velation has been evinced, .hat which arises from
the exact fulfilment of prophecy, is, perhaps, themost
obvious and convincing. Numerous are the instan-
ces, in which this observation might be exemplified.
Eventsthe most improbable, which no human sagacity
could forsee or foretel, have been, in the most cir-
cumstantial manner, foretold ; and the predictions k-
terally fulfilled. The signal exemplification of this
truth, to which I shall, at present, confine myself, oc-
curs in the history of the destruction of the city and
temple of Jerusalem ;- which terminated in the total
and final dispersion of the Jewish nation.

- At-an early period was this dreadful catastrophe
foretold. Upwards of fifteen hundred years before it
happened, Moses, in the most striking manner, pre-
dicted it. Between his prophétical description in the
twenty-eighth chapter of Deuteronomy, and the histo-
rical relation of Slavius Josephus, who wasan eye-
witness of it, thereis such a surprising agreement, in
all the material circumstances, that noe man, friend of
christianity or foe, can candidly compare the one with

mne
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the other, without asténishment. ' Tothisearly intima-
tion from Moscs, the: predictions of the subsequerd
prophéts agree. To transeribse alkthose prédictions the
brevity of ‘our plun forbids. ' A specimen vhay sufficel:
The Lord, says the H’ebréw lawgiver, shall biinga na-
tion (romma‘ﬂzee frontfar, s sthiftas tie éaglé ﬂze&k &
n(mon whose tongue  thou ‘Shilt not’ ‘wnilerstand,  The
pedple of the privce’ that shall come, says Daxiel, whall
desiroy the city and the sanctuery ; and thd end theréif
shall bewith « flood, and unto the end of the.vour debvla=
tins are determined.  Could any degree of human sas
gacity or political wisdom foresec, at so early a period,
the tragical seenie, ‘which | these iprophiets; i such an
e\plxcx‘mannex foretcl ? Must they not have been in-
spived by-that omniscicnt spivitt to> whom ' all events;
past, present,and to come, areequally known ? Ina
manner still more full and circumstantial does, our
I'ord," in the days of hié pérsoﬂa} mi‘ﬁiétry, preéhctf the
speedy approach of this' umparilieled catastiophe, The
fearful prodigics 4nd 51gns, which werd to précede it ;
the npexampled add unequalled safférings,. thich the
nnhappy Jewsweié to wjdeérgo ; the dreadtful’ concomy
itants and’ consequénces of éhe total destriaction of| the
¢ity ; and the short tinre in which alt thede thiigs Wite
to be accomjlished, he foretels, iir'p manier; tﬁat Hay
the appearance of a history of a past ‘Tather than a
prophecy "of a future event. Thus he speaks, there
shall wot be lefl one stone upyon anollze7 , that shall not be
thrown down, 1 /mddyss’mll come upon thee; O Jerusalem !
when thine enemics shall cast atrench about thee, and keep _
thee in on every side, and “shall” lw y thee cven with the
grovnd, and shall rot leave thee one' stone ipon another..
And great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and
f'ammc’s and pestilences, and’ fearful sights'; and gr eat
signs shall there be from Regden. leere sheall be gheat.
& wztl(zlmn such as nevér lza])pened from the béginning of
the world, to this time. They skall fall by the edde o the
siiord, and skhall be led qway captive into all Autsons ;
and Jerusalem shal'ke' tr d"[r’en dowon, of the Geifiles. This
Seneration
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generation shall not pass away, till all these things be ful-
Jilled. Tremendous predictions! But the event was
not less tremendous than the prediction. A complica-
tion of calamities this, which never has been, and,
probably, never will be equalled in the history of man-
kind. ‘ Could'’human wisdom foresee these extraordi-
nary occurrences ? Was there, inthe days of our Lord's
humiliation, any probability of such an event? not
the smallest. Universal peace prevailed.

Numerous preternatural and alarming signs pre-
ceded this tremendous catastrophe. In the days of
Claudius Czesar, a few years before the destruction of
Jerusalem, there happened, in Judea, a prodigious
tempest, most vehement winds and rain, térrible
lightning "and " thunder ; accompanied with fearful
tremblings and roarings of the earth. Previous to the
invasion of Judea, a star, in the form ofa sword, hung
over the city a whole year. In thedead ofthe night,
at the tin.e of the feast of tabernacles, a light similar
to that of the meridian sun, shone, for halfan hour, on
the temple and places adjacent. The great eastern
gate of the téraple, whick was of solid brass, and of
siich. btilk and weight, that twenty men were scarcely
sufficiept to shut it, though it was fastened with strong
bolts, suddenly opened ofits own accord. The priests
watching ifi'the temple, atthe feastof Pentecost, heard
a voice, as of a great multitude, crying, “Let us go hence.
Even before the sun went down, there appenred
armi¢s-in Battle array, and encountering in the air;
with weapons glittering, and chariots which scemed to
compass the whole couatry, and investthe great citiess
‘especially Jerusalem. For no less than seven years
and a half, a countryman, named Jesus, ran up and
down the streets of Jerusalem, especially atthe solemn
féstivals, ¢érymg, in the most doleful accents, o fo
Jerusalém ! wo to the city ! woto the temple ! wo to the
people I' And, ‘though cruelly punished, * nothing could,
restrain him feéme crying ; till at-last, as he was utter-
rigthese Trords, 4vo th myself also, he was instantly

T S struek
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struck dead by a stone from a sling, Were t‘!‘ose ex>
traordinary -appearances msxgmﬁcant or unmeanm
Far from it.  They were,as our, ‘Lord had foreteld, on-
by the beginning of sorrow'; omeps. pnd foxerunners of
calamities and miseries nne*chmpled in the annals of
the world. :

The Roman army, under V espasxan, haymgentere“&
Judea from the north-east, desolated city énd, cquntry
In the seventicth year of the chnstxan ®ra, on the
Lord’s day, this great army first encamp ., before
Jerusalem. On the first arrival of it, the chr;sl;lans,
crediting the predictions and followmg the du{ecﬁons
of their divine master, fled from Jexusalem, and. hid
themselves in the mountainous. parts of the couhtry
But the Jews, judicially and awfutly mfatuaéed n-
stead of submitting to Vespasian, who 15 said to 1ave
been a merciful general madly re;;lsted, uay, bent
on their own destruction, they, in wany ngstancfes, £n-
countered and massacred one another A; ,I erusalem,
especially, was the scene tragical. and bloqdy béyond
description.  Its inhabitants, 3s an, aflﬁmonal proof
of their infatuation, were divided, int6 - factions -and
partics, These, though they occa,slonaﬂy u lted to
make furious, hut msuccessful attacks on the ﬁomans,
often muydered one another. Nay, shockmg to re}atc,
they even massacred one another insport ; pretendmg
to try the sharpness of their swords. The ‘multitude
of unbyried bodies, corrupting the air, produqsd a fear-
ful. pestilence, Along with sword.-and pestilence,
famine prevailed to such a degree, that they fed onope
another. | Ladies, otherwise: dehca’se, ‘broiled then‘

auckme; mfants and ate them, _—

The first breach, it has been, observeu, was made o
the Jower city, on the Lord’s day.: On’ that day the
temple was burnt ; on, that day also, the"upper city,
otherwise called the citadel, was taken gxrd burnt.

After an obstinate defence, for s months, the city
was taken, and i immense numbers of its mhabltants put
to the swerd. A Roman cormmander, that the words

of
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of ourLord might be literally fulfilled, ordered the
fo ndatxons of tl}e temple to be ploughed up. To such

Hegree was Titus, notwithstanding his usual clemen-
cy, provoked By the upstinacy of the Jews, that he is
sa, id to have ciucified them before the walls of the city

on as he h’xd wood for erecting crosses. The de-
sfructlon of Jerusdlem happened at the time of one of
the threc annual Jewish festivals ; when, itis com

ited, there might- be almost. three millions of souls
in the city. No less than eleven hundred thousand
ate said to have perislied in it, by sword, famine and
pestx’ience Between two and three hundred thou-
sand ’yvere cut off in other places. ~Almost one
undlled thousand were taken prisoners, and sent into
ypt and Syria, to be sold for slaves, -éxposed for
sh_oyw?s or devoured by wild beasts. Almost ineredible
are tﬁe cruelties and " massacres, which that: devoted
;)go le suffered in succeeding times.: In a'ldreadful
war, about sixty years after the destructionof deru-
sal em qccasxoned by an xmpdster pretending to be
the Niesya’h 'sik hundréd *th(ms'md Jews are said to
have beeh slaift’s besides what perishéd by famine and
gsp nce. | ‘The very rivers, it is said, overflowed wifh
ulpan Iood and the sca, into which they ran, was,
fqr somé ﬂes, marked with it. '

Such were thé unparalleled calamities and miseries,
Whl _i our’ Dord foresaw aud foretold fo befal the un-
happy Jews ; and which, in exact conformity to his
prediction, dlﬁ'erent historians have recorded. ‘

Is not the coincidence, in every - material eircum-
stance, between his predictions of this unespected and
improhable event, and the historical account, which
Josephus a Jew, and also Tacitus and Suetonius Ro-
mans,.all avowed enemies to christianity, have givem
of 1t———tru1y striking ? Conld the three evangelical his-
.tories, which contain the predictions of the destruction
of Jetusalem, be compiled and published after the event
was accomplished ? It is impossible. The evangelical

writers, who record these predictions, far from com
C2 piling
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piling and publishing their histories after the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem, appear to have died before. that
event happened.  Is it not truly remarkable. that the
three of the four evangelists, who foretold this dread-
tul calamity, died before it was accomplished ; and the
fourtl, the only one who survived, predicted nothing
concernmg it ¢

Is it »o alsovery remarkable, that the first encamp-
ment of the Roman army before Jerusalem; the first
hreach in the lower city ; the burning of the temple ;
and the taking and burning of the citadel, should all
happen on the Lord’s day ? Was thisrecurrence
of the Lord’s dav, on four such memorable oc-
casions, the effect of accident or chance?® No. It
was, replies an ingenious writer, among i times and
seasons determined by omniscience from the founda-
tion of the world. Does it not carry init a strong in-
timation, that, though this dreadful calamity befel the
Jews, on account ofa long series of complicated and
aggravated crimes, that which, in ar especial manner,
procured and hastened it, was a recent enormous
deed, the crucifixion of the Lord of glory ; to perpe-
tuate the memory of whose triumphant resurrection,
this day was instituted, and will continue to be obser-
ved in the christian  church, to the end of the world ?
Our Lord, prior to ktis death had said, this generation
shall not pass till all these things be fulfilled. * In this, as
well as all ather respects, the prophecy was literally
accomplished. 'The destruction of both city and tem-
ple of Jerusalem, the total averthrow ofthe nation and
the church of the Jews, happencd 1n less thanforty
vears aftcr the prophecy was delivered. Mauny of
that aeneration, therefore, must have been eve-witnes-
ses of its aw ful completion, and sharers in the horrors
and museries which accompanied it.

The proofof the inspiration of the scriptures and
t-uth of revelation, arising from the exact fulfilment of
vrophecy, Ishall eontinue occasionally m the subse-

Crat nmnbers,
MIS-
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To the Public.

OLICITOUS ior the spread of useful knowledge the editor has, forsome
time, cmployed hit moments of refle®ion, in concerting the plan. ofa new
periodical work, the first numbey of which, asa specimes,-henow offersto
the public. To distinguished refinement in sentiment or composition, to new
discoveries or extraordipary improvements,~-he does not pretend.  In justice
to himself, however, he is” consgrained to £ay, his publication will furpisha
mare comprehensive view of history, of science, andp of religion, than any one
book, with which he is acquainted. Hehad, in early 1ifé, a regular academi-
cal education, and has published several pieces, which have had a favourabie
seception. from the public, He writes, especially, for the instruction and im-
provement of that sumerous class of readers, whese sitnatiof does not permit
them cither to expend much money in pusrchasing, or to employ much time in
reilling a variety of hooks. His ultimate aimis to elucidate and «defend the
zreat doctsines and duties of revealed religion. His principles, political dr
religious, he is not ¢ither afraid or ashamed wo.avow or defend. His religions
sentiments will be found conformable to the confession and catechisms of the
church of Scotland, the do@rinal atticles of the church of England, and thg
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stitution, and that hest of sovereigns, in whose dominions ire had the happiness
to be born, and hopes todie, hedoes not yi€ld to apy of bis fellow-subjecs. He
has ample recomniendationsin his power; but is determinead to leave his work
to speak for itsell. 1t consists mostly of his own compilations ; and he solisits no
higher dezree of patronage than, upon a candid perusal, itfhall be found t®
‘it



