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UNFAILING HOPEFULNESS.
A SERVON,
BY REV. I L. McORAFE, M.A,, Pu. D,, COLLINGWOOD, ONT.
Why art thou cast douwin, O my soul ?
And why art thou disquieted within me ?

Hope thou in God for 1 shall yet praise him,
Who is the help of my countenance, and my God.—/". 42-11.

HE Christian life, in this world,is  matter of fact, verificd by all experience,

of necessity an uneven life. It that the best Christians are, at tumes,

is a life of conflicts, of ups and downs, cast down and disquicted. And, indeed,
of trying experiences. It is a simpl, . as one has said, discouragement will

-~

W e

P

v R

i

e

N

e S A e

Ty

e




320

come to the good, even greater than to
the bad or the indifferent.  Nor is this
hard to explain. It is because the good
have more sensitive souls, more sensi-
tive natures, than the bad or the indif-
ferent.

The text tells us of a “ man after God’s
own heart,” who was depressed in spirit
and troubled in mind. His soul was
“cast down and disquieted within him.”
But there is this to be said of him, in
the midst of all his depression and
tro.ublc, he remained loyal to God. His
unabated trust in God’s love and Fath-
erly tenderness checred and lifted up
his soul in its deepest darkness.
then hope, like an angel from God’s
presence, came into his life, with a great
light, and warded off the demon of de-
spair. 5o he communes with himself
saying, *“ Why art thou cast down, O my
The first thought suggested by
Lhese words is, that there are expericnces

soul?”

in life which tend fo cast us down and
disquie? us. Some of us read recently
. of a simple-minded man in one of our
cities, who had, somewhat suddenly,
made ah immense fortune. He resolved
He

therefore engaged an architect to pre-

to buul himself a large house.

pare plans. One plan was at length
fixed on.
employer, ** Which side of the house

‘Then the architect said to his

would vou like to have a Southern as-
pect?” The rich man, though he knew

something about money, knew little or |

And
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nothing about topographical or astro-
nomical aspects on paper, and so he
looked quite puzzled. The architect
next simplified the question by pointing
to the windows on the plan, and saying,
“YWhich of these windows would you
like to face theSouth ?” ¢ All of them,”
was the prompt and eager reply. But
that; of course, was an impossibility.
And it is just as impossible that all the
windows of our life can face the South.
Some of the windows of life will, of
the South; but
must face the bleak East, some the bIL;S-
tering West, and some the cold and bit-
ter North. In every life there must be
the bitter as well as the sweet, the dark-
ness as well as the light, the night as well
as the day. The old grandmother was

course, face some

right when she said, as represented in
the words of the well-known couplet :—
¢ Shadow and shine is life, little Annie,
Flower and thorn.”
The good man’s depression spriggs from
manifold causes. Sometimes it springs
from physical derangement or from his
ownsensitive nature. Sometimesitsprings
from want of the human help and sym-
pathy which he should have in the work
and trials of life. The man who gave
utterance to the words of the text was,
at the time, placed in the most trying
circumstances. It would seem but hu-
man, therefore, to suppose that he
would have the help and sympathy of

the men who were about him. But in-
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stead of help and sympathy, he got from
certain (uarters, where better things
might have been expected, only sneers
and taunts and criticisms. Such cruel
words he declares were like “ a sword in
his bones.” ‘“While they continually
say unto me, Where is thy God ?” Nor
was the experience of this man, of the
olden days, singular in this respect:
There are thousands in their grave to-
day, who, hunianly speaking, ought to
have been alive still. They died of bro-
They were killed by un-
It is, alas, too

ken hearts.
kind and cruel words.
true, that there are some dark, cold and
cruel natures, hidden under the guise of
the religion of the meek and lowly Naz-
arene. The great Scottish bard never
uttered a truer word than when he éaid,
¢ Man’s inhumanity to man, makes countless
thousands mourn.”
Now surely it is not necessary to insist
that the religion of Christis an intensely
fuman religion. One of the striking
_characteristics of the Great Teacher
was the way he humanized everything.
As one has said, * His spirit was always
pleasantly, sweetly and tenderly human.”
Even his statement of the very pith of
his Gospel, the doctrine, method and
plan of salvation, was the beautifully
human parable of the Prodigal Son.
Some men spiritualize their religion in
such a way as to take all the spirit out
of it. Indeed they seem to be in danger
of spiriting it away altogether. But

.
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when God came to make himself known
to men, to touch their hearts and to re-
deem them, He came in human ferm.
And if we are ever to do men good, if
we are to bring God to them, we must
humanize our religion, we must make it
intensely human in its spirituality.

The Hon. N. P. Banks, an ex-Gover-
nor of Massachusetts, tells us that one
day, in the sixties, he was working with
a party of men on the banks of the Mer-
Suddenly they heard a
cry for help. T.ooking in the direction
whence it came, they saw a man, some
river, struggling

rimack river.

distance down the
amongst the broken cakes of ice. None
of them could for the moment deter-
mine his political compiexion, religious
oiﬁnions, or bodily color. But in the
end he proved to be a Negro in the
river. Of course, their first care was to
rescue him. Twice, however, the vie-
tim slipped from the plank that was
thrown to him. The third time.it was
evident to their inner hearts, that it was
the Negro’s last chance. So he thought
himself, and as he again slipped from
the board, he shouted, ‘* For the love of
God, gentlemen, give me hold of the
wooden end ¢f the plank this time.”
They had been holding the 7zy end of
the plank to him all along. And is it
not a fact that some Christians are con-
stantly holding the icy end of the plank
to their fellows, while they wonder that
they do not take firm hold and hold on ;
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they wonder at their failure to rescue
men from sinanddeath? O my God,
my soul is cast down within me.”
¥ While they continually say unto me,
Where is thy God ?”

Our sccond thought is that ive are not
1o give way lo sorrozw of heart, and de-
pression of spivit.  Like this man of
God, we should investigate the matter
We should in-
quire into the cause of our depression.
We should look it in the face. We
should interrogate ourselves in regard to

of our despondency.

it. We should rcason with our own
souls, *“Why art thou cast down, O my
soul #”  Why should we be cast down?
Why
should we be despondent? Whyshould

we feel that our life is crushed ? If we

Why should we be discouraged?

carnestly press these questions home;
upon ourselves, we may be delivered
from many of the dark and despondent
days of life. The old proverb, that a
knowledge of the disease, is half its cure,
holds good in intellectual and spiritual
-life, as well as in physical life.

Modern poetry and philosophy have
thrown themselves into the gloomy
thoughts of men, But tc what end?
Only to give them more exquisite and
luxurious expressions. '.I‘hey even tend
to prolong and deepen men's gloomiest
thoughts, by refining, without consecrat-
ing them. So that those in trcuble can
get no help from modern poetry or
modern philosophy. To fly to them, in

7UHE PRESBYZIERIAN COILEGE JOURNAL.

time of trouble, is simply to fly to deep-
er despondency and darker despair.

It is very different, however, with the
Bible. Tt also addresses itself to the
darker moods of the human soul. It
turns in sharply upon human life, with
its sadness and disquiet of heart, and
wind. But to what intent? To the
intent that it may turn these to good,
that we may regard them in such a way
as that our hope shall return, and we
shall be brought back into a life of joy
and peace and spiritual prosperity. The
real point of the Psalmist’s question is,
Should we allow any trials, however
great, to cast down and crush us in
spirit, in heart, in life? Should any
man who knows the God of the Bible,
as his Saviour, become utterly discour-
aged and give way todepression? Itis
true that many of the trials of our life
may be sharp to bear. To be in dark-
ness, and not to have the Christian sym-
pathy and help that we ought to have;
to feel the burdens and responsibilities
of hfe weighing upon wus, and not to
have the hand-grasp that we ought to
have ; these things may crush any sen-
sitive soul, who stands in his own
strength. But think what a God and
As Robertson of
Brighton says :—** He is the living per-
sonal God, the God of life. He is a
tender Father, who feels and is felt ; is
loved and loves again ; feels our hearts
throb into His; counts the hairs of our

Saviour we have.
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head; feeds the ravens, clothes the
lilies, hears our prayers and interprets
them through His Holy Spirit.” Into
His face we can look up and say, “Abba,
Father.” And back into the listening
ear there comes a voice, sweeter by far
than that of the dearest earthly friend,
saying :—* When thou passest through
the waters I will be with thee; and
through the rivers they shall not over-
flow thee ; when thou walkest through
the fire, thou shalt not be burned;
neither shall the flames kindle upon
thee.”
shall rencw their strength; they shall

“ They that wait upon the Lord

mount up with wings as eagles; they
shall run, and not be weary ; they shail
“YWhat I do thou
knowest not now, but thou shalt know
“Clouds and darkness are
round about Him, but righteousness
and truth are the habitation of His
throne.”

walk and not faint.”

hereafter.

‘¢ Not yet have I found the clue,
But the inner voice is true ;
Then, heart, be still.”
There is, then, an unfailing present rem-
edy for sorvow of heart and depression
of spirét. That remedy is hope in God.
Hope is one of the most blessed words
in our language, or in any language.
“ Hope thou in God,” says the Psalmist,
God is the only source of
true hope. The man without Him can
have no real hope. It is a philosophi-
cal, an experimental, as well as a Scrip-
tural fact, that God is the greatest need

to his soul.
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of the human heart. Even Col. Inger-
soll declares that ‘“every human heart
craves for an immortality beyond the
grave.” But, in truth, cvery human
heart craves for God more than for im-
As one has said, ““The de-
sire for immortality is, in veality, always
sccond to the desire for God.” The
question was once asked a great and

mortality.

good man, “Suppose you had your
choice of an eternity, without a personal
God, or God for seventy years without
immortality, which would you choose ?”
“Or would you hesitate in making a
choice ?”
reply.
and be known of him.”

“ Not for a moment,” was the
“ (Give me God for life, to know
And he was
right. There is no thought more hid-
cous to any intelligent man, who has
looked the matter clear through, than
that of an etcrnity without a personal
God. When the Psalmist cried out,
“ My soul thirsteth for God, for the liv-
ing God,” he declared what is true of
every mav, in his deepest nature,
whether he admits it or not, whether he

knows it or not. It is this fact which

- explains how such a man as Charles

Darwin, the severe scientist, as shown
by his biography, generally closed his
letters to his attached friends with the
words “May God bless you.” That
great man evidently felt, that after all,
the heart must find its ultimate resting
place in God. The soul of man was
made for God, and no human soul can
find true rest, till it finds it in Him.
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Hope in God, then, is the remedy,
the cure, for all despondency and sor-
row of heart. The great curc for all our
trials lies somewhere in the work and
character of God.
be troubled ; ye Lelieve in God, believe

“ Let not your heart

also in me.”

We are told that when the rays of the
rising sun smote the statue of Menmnon,
that wonderful music was evoked from
it. And when the light of heavenly
hope shines in upon our troubled hearts,
it brings music and sunshine into our
darkened lives.
thought that the diamond absorbed the

Some of the ancients

daylight, until it became so steeped in
brilliance, that when the sun went down,
it could scatter light in the darkness.
This was, of course, a fable in science,
but it is a truth in religion. When God
has filled the spirit with light and hope,
dark and mournful thoughts soon pass
away, and the soul shines brightly, even
when clouds hang over us, and the sun
is hidden from view. Hope in God,
even in life’s darkest trials, illuminates
the darkness and turns prayer to praise.
“We thank Thee, too, that thou hast made

Joy to abound ;
So many gentle thoughts and deeds

Circling us round ;

That in the darkest spot of earth
Some joy is found.”

But qgain hope in God makes us viciv
the present darvkness only as a passage
which is leading out to a dright jfulure.
“Hope thou in God: for I shall yet
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praise him for the help of his counte-
nance.” The language of hope is, “All
chastening secincth for the present to be
not joyous, bt grievous ; yet afterward
it yicldeth peaccable fruit unto them
that have been exercised thereby, even
the fruit of righteousness.” Theidea of
the Psalmist is, that morning will soon
come to his night of trial. He means
that he shall yet come out of his dark-
ness and praise God, not only in the
world to come, but in #is worid. 1
shall yes praise him,” )
And in this respect the man of inspi-
ration is true to all Christian experience.
There is a balance of good in every
Christian life. We are far more happy
than sorrowful, on the whole. The dark
time is brief. The brighter times
stretch on, “and flow into one another,
“God is
love.” And his love runs through all,
In the

evening weeping may come in to pass

and go far to fill up our life.”
rules over all, and explains all.

the night, but with the morning there is
a shout of joy.” “Come,” exclaims

Byron’s Doge of Venice, “The hour

-may be a hard one, but 'twill end.”

Cheerily! Cheerilyt is Barry Corn-
“ There is still

a spot of green, whence the heavens

wall’s constant refrain.

may be seen.”

¥ Lel us never greet despair,
While the little spot is there ;
For winter brightencth into May,
And sullen night to sunny day ;
So Cheerily, Cheerily t”
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1t is the distinct teaching of the Bible,
that character building is the ultimate
aim of all Christians living in this world.
We glorify our risen Lord only as we
become like him.  The glory of God is
his character, and the glory of man is
the same thing. Now God’s purpose,
concerning us, is that we should be
made like himself, in character, and the
man Christ Jesus is the example set be-
fore us to this intent. But the man
Christ Jesus was made perfect through
suffering. And we can only be per-
fected, made Godlike, by the same great
means.  So that cvery trial of life, is
but a ministering angel, working towards
this end. And the great Sculptor, who
is chisclling and fashioning us into the
image of his dear Son, is infinitely ten-
der in all his dealings with us. He
makes no mistakes.

They tell us that Algerian carpets are
woven by hand, "1pon a canvas webbing.
The workmen stand on one side of this
material, as it hangs across the room.
The designer stands on the other side,
hidden from their sight, by the work
upon which they are engaged. Thede-
signer calls out to the workers, each
color and stitch, according to his pur-
They simply obey, and do their

work, not knowing what the plan may

pose.

be, upon which they are working, but
having perfect confidence in the de-
signer, who is working out of sight on

the other side. To them there appears
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no pattern, but knots and broken
They
find the beautiful proportion and har-

threads and ends in confusion.

mony of the work only when it is com-
plete and they view it from its right
side,

In like manner the knots, and ends,
and apparently broken threads, of the
web of life may seem dark and myste-
rious to us. They may sometimes pain
and distress us. But, be it remembered,
we are not yet viewing life from its right
side. Some day we shall learn fully,
what God’s whole will and purpose have
been. On the other side of this life, we
shall see how perfect is the whole pat-
tern, which the Great Designer has been
“He doeth all things
* For he doth not afflict willingly
nor grieve the children of men.” “It
is for chastening that we endure ; God
dealeth with you as with sons.” My
soul wait thou only upon God.”

working out.
well.

Those of us, then, who have this hope
in God, are hound to make the best of
life.
least act of life we are making history,
both for time and eternity. Every day
we ave creating memories. Let them
be memories that shall bring sunshine

We must not forget that by gvery

into human hearts, rather than mem-
ories that shall cast life-long shadows,
“ Let them be memories that shall cause
those with whom we come in contact,
in their quiet hours, to singa Te Deum,
rather than to to pray in agony that they
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Let
us constantly strive, by the grace of

may be blotted from their minds.
God, to create memories that will
brighten the lives of our fellow men, in-
crease their spirit of -hopéfulness, and
make them strong to live to labor and
to wait. As one has said, “ e isa sad
specimen of a Christian to whom those
he has known and who have known
him, cannot say, what Gwendolen said
to Daniel Deronda, “lt is better—It
shall be better with me, because I have
known you.” In our contact with one
another, therefore, in the church and in
the world; in all our meetings and part-
ings, let us make the most and the best
of this short life.
¢ Make the most of thislife 3 where the shadow
reposes

‘The beams of the summer shall cluster in glee,
And the snow on the graves of liliesand roses—

But cradles the blossoms that whiten the leas
Though the hopes of the heart be encircled with

SOrTOw,
And billows of wretchedness mutter and roll,
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There shallcome with the mern ofthe beautiful
morrow
The pleasures that gladden the desolate soul.
Make the most of this life; ’tis a garden of
beauty
Where blushing the blossoms grow tenderly
sweet,
While they brighten the days of man's labor
and duty, ’
And scatter the kisses of love at his feet ;
"Tis a world that is wild with the laughter of
living,
When hands do the brotherly kindness they
can,
And its hearts are the treasures of tenderness
giving,
To soften and sweeten the nature of man.

There are voices that sing in their sweetness
forever,
And murnur no cadence of battle or strife,
Neither burden the hours with the pang of en-
deavour,
When we with our deeds, make the most of
this life.”

AMEN.
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WHAT MAY BE DONE FOR THE MUTUAL APPROACH OF
CHRISTIANS OF DIFFERENT DENOMINATIONS,

BY REV. JOHN BURTON, B.D,

N offering my humble contribution

to your Symposium, and endeavor-
ing as far as possible to avoid repeating
what already has been well said, per-
mission may be asked to endorse and
thereby emphasize for the sake of a
reasonable completeness, points already
made. The Symposium, as T take 1t, is
itself a step in advance of the position
that denominationalism is to be justified
in its continuunce. Some stirring his-
tory and genuine heroism are to be
found in the geneses of our leading de-
nominations, but the history would be
the grander by the blending of the re-
cords which would then witness to the
development of Christian life, and not
to its distraction. With Prof. Camp-
bell, I heartily wish that we could bury
the inter-Protestant hatchet, and thus
far let the dead past bury its dead.

Our denominational nomenclature is
adverse to mutual approach., Itis not
by any mecns certain that in popular
estimation a rose by any other name
would smell as sweet, names have their
I do not know of any child
Even the heroic tradi-

influence.
named Judas.

tion <el to grand music in Judas Mac-
cabeus has not redeemed the name from
the traitor taint. There is power in a
name, and Paul realized this when with
such emphasis he rebuked * the Church
of God which is at Corinth,” for speci-
fying their divisions. Qur names are
badges of distinction, and alas ! of des-
tinction among those whose rule of
faith and practice requires of them that
they * be perfected together in the same
mind, and in the same judgment.” The
Presbyterian is thereby set to defend his
Presbyterianism, the Anglican his Lit-
urgy and orders, the Methodist to exait
John Wesley, the Independent his indi-
viduality, the Baptist his exclusive bap-
tism. Iven *“the brethren” are set for
the defense of their brotherhood, which
is as difficult to find as the whole of a
shattered glass. Supposing we were to
agree to assume the name “the Church
of God” of the Anglican order, of the
Presbyterian persuasion, etc., we should
at least get at the first principle that the
Church of God is over all our isms,
and declare it, I would not ignore

names as historic landmarks, but we
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mus: at all events break their moral
bondage if we would mutually approach
cach other.

When we no longer nwan our citadel
for defense, and gather together in the
open as ““The Chureh of God,” there
will be found substartial unity in many
“The Healship of Christ”
has been a rallying cry on many occa-

thinus,

siuny, it might prove onc now. Christ is
the
Church,” et us endeavor to recognize
him there, and view all our polities and

“head over all things to the

articles of faith as means to that one
end: we ton frequently act as though
our ism was the end, that conversion
to it is conversion to Christ, and for the
means contend in Ditterness of soul.
Not that the means are matters of in-
difference, only these may lawfully vary
as we keep the end in view.  The Pro-
testant world stands practically unani-
maous as to its expressed views of the
person of Christ.  When several years
ago the Evangelical Alliance met in New
York, the late Dr. Bellowes claimed
that the Unitarian should have been in-
cluded in what was professedly an un-
Christian
Prof. Serimger has well put what is the

denominational gathering,
general consensus of Evangelical Chris-
tanity in this particular, I shall neither
repeat nor enlarge ; here we of Protes:
tant denominationalism are agreed, and
with a Christocentric theology our ap-
preach would gain jargely in power as
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we drew nearer thereto.  But continu-
ing on this line would only be to largely
reproduce in another form both Dr
Scrimger’s and Dr, Campbell’s articles.
T am content to say “ditto, ditto,” and
refer my readers thereunto.  Before,
however, departing from my predeces-
sors in this symposium, allow me to ex-
press my carnest hope that the o’er true
pictures given by Dr. Rose of the “bit-
terness, mutual distrust, jealousy 7 still
existing in our denominational rivalries
—1 can personally emphasize every
word, and the half has not been told-—
will incite us to more determined efforts
that these unhappy rivalrics may speed-
ily end.  * All things are possible to
him that believes.”

“\What may be done for the mutual
approach of Christians of different du-
nowminations > Sefvitur Ambulando.
I would solve the mutual approach of
the different

proaching, and begin where the tradi-

denominations by ap-

tional differences and present tenden-
cies arc the more readily reconciled,
commencing by understanding one an-
other better. Being practically a Cana-
dian, and believing in unifying the com-
munity, “beginning at Jerusalem,” I am
not disposed to look abroad for union,
but seek it *now and here.” Congre-
gationalists and Presbyterians are, on
Canadian ground, the nearest of kin,
and ought to readily understand each

other: frequently, however, where dif-
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ferences are the least, mutual mistrust is
the deepest, and some utterances which
have appeared in ‘he press recently
would secem to indicate this tendency

as in some quarters prevailing now,

e. g., A converted membership has been
claimed as a distinguishing mark. En-
tanglements with the state have drawn
national churches into strange incon-
sistencies, which have left their marks
even after the entanglements have dis-
appeared. No denomination can justly
claim through all its history an unblem-
ished record. The tendency under
state supervision is to slacken discip-
line ; this is true whether Presbyterian
Scotland or Puritan Massachusetts be
taken for examples, but equally strong
and pernicious is the opposite tendency
by which a church of self-clected saints
degenerates to be a court of Pharisces.
Presbyterianism in (Geneva and Congre-
gationalism in the New England States
both started with the grand conception
of a Christian commonwealth, moulded
after the spirit of the Hebrew theocracy.
Christ was visibly to be viewed as King
of nations, as confessedly he is King of
Saints.  Circumstances in some res-
pects were more favorable for the ex-
periment on American free soil, yet we
will hardly say that it was successful as
a state institution any more than the
Genevian trial, only let it be remember-
ed that the great principle in the up-
hoiding of which Calvin and Farel stood
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shoulder to shoulder, and for maintain-
ing which Calvin was driven into exile,
was “ purity of communion,” or in other
words, that the churck was held to-
gether and defined by a bound over
which the state had noauthority. res-
byterian Calvin and Independent Brown
here werc on common ground.

It is manifestly beyond the linits of
a symposium article to trace the diverse
workings of identical principles under
different conditions, and the growth of
even divergent manifestations in their
separation, but along such lines of ap-
proach mutual misunderstandings wounld
vanish, and a substantial unity be found;
and ere concluding this, our humbl:
contribution and practical application,
we may add that the two bodies just
named have more than traditional apt-
ness for mufual approach, (we empha.
size that word *‘ mutual,”) they both are
far removed from sacerdotal pretension,
both acknowledge the scriptures as the
one supreme symbol of faith and guide
of manners. Each seeks to cultivate
an inteiligent faith rather than the more
emotional, each sets a high valuc on
ministerial attainment, and both have
ever recognized, what other bodies are
slowly acknowledging, the lay element
as a necessary factor in true church
government. Nor do they dectrinally
stand apart if open expression were
given to things as they practically are.
The old controversies which focussed at
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Dort, are dead, and the statement of
ductrine put torth some years ago by
the Congregational churches of the
United States covers all that is really
sreached in the present day pulpits of
either body. Presbyterial authority is
nearing that point where it is but the
expression of the olligations of brether-
hood : though the word * authority ™ is
dear to the developed boyhood whose
areat delight was to tie a string around
his dog to show that he was the master :
and in the prevailing use of the word
Cengrerational as against the  older
ienin Independent, we have the strength-
cmnyg recognition of the solidarite of
the Christian churches under their mas-
ter Christ.  Let but each step out from
holding the fort to clasping the hands
The
pentors of the Puritan faih are surely

and the work is near completion.

brethren.

As I close, the post brings Dr.
Hunter's article to my desk. He has
anticipated one point on which my pen
was about to write, viz,, the intent of

our Saviour’s prayer. With him I be-
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lieve that the prayer means not merely
the spiritual unity, but its manifestation,
otherwise, as Dr. Hunter emphasizes,
“you cannot make the world see it.”
Let me shorten my article in this par-
ticular by asking a rereading of his
remarks thereon.

With one appeal, I have done. In
Canada we are face to face with a
mighty pricsthood, mighty because
united. 1 have no bitter word to say
of any man’s sincere and religious be-
lief, but Ultramontanism, and Roman
Catholicism is Ultramontane nov, is the
foe to liberty and general intelligence ;
a divided Protestantism invites constant
advances of what in this particular must
be estecmed an cnemy’s lines; the
nineteenth century, too, is closing with
the mutterings of sorial storms in the
chill air of a speculative materialism : if
ever an united church was called for, it
is called for to-day ; and only thus can
we confidently echo the Saviour's pray-
cr, that the werld may know that its
redeemer has come.
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VERY one who regards the Bible
as the inspired word of God
must be interested in the effort to de-
termine as nea-ly as possible the very
words in which it was originally penned.
This is no easy task, for though in nearly
everything that is essential or imrortant
the manuscripts agree, the minor varia-
tions are almost innumerable, so that the
work of collecting, comparing and de-
ciding between them is one of immense
labour, requiring the greatest accuracy
and good judgment. Hence the néed
for scholarly criticism of the text and
for special critical cditions, giving at
once results and the grounds cn which
they are based.

So far as the Old Testament is con-
cerned the number of such editions isas
yet comparatively smali. The fact is
that here the work was done for us ina
way, some centuries before the invention
of printing, by the Jewishscholars known
as the Masoretes. After comparing
such manuscripts as were accessible,
they fixed upon the text which they re-
garded as having the best authority, and
took measures to sezure that all future
copies should conform to this standard.

Any that contained more than a limited
number of departures from it were de-
stroyed, so that practically all the known
manuscript copies of the Hebrew Scrip-
tures present us with the same text and
the variations from it are of little ac-
count. Qur library contains the only
really great work of permanent value
that has ever been printed giving the
Hebrew text with the manuscript author-
ity for it, viz, that by Dr. Kennicott,
published in two folio volumes at Ox-
ford in 1776-80. It was an enterprise
of immense labour and was carefully
done, about 6oo Hcbrew manuscripts
having been collated spgcially with a
view to it. In the Pentateuch Kenni-
coit exhibits also, by an ingenious,
though costly device, all the variations
of the Samaritan version so that they
are apparent ata glance. An important
supplement to Keanicott’s Bible was
published a few years later by Prof. De
Rossi at Parma, in four quarto volumes,
giving a summary of various readings
found in about Soo additional manu-
scripts.  This work is also in our col-
lection. There is a growing feeling that
it is high time for some advance upon
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the results gained by these scholars of
There is indeed little
more to be obtained from IHebrew man-

the last century.

uscripts than has already been obtained.
The only quarters from which further
light can now come must be from a
careful comparison of the readings given
in the Scriptural quotations of the
Talmud, or those suggestcd by the an-
cient versions made before the Maso-
retes completed their revision.  These
contain many variations from the re-
ceived text, and the Greek Septuagint
at any rate ought to represent the text
as it stood before the Christian cra.
But before these versions can be used
with satisfaction, thoroughly critical edi-
tions of them all must be prepared, and
even when that is accomplished therc
will need to be the greatest good sense
exercised in the employment of them if
the result is to commend itself to the
judgment ofsthe church. Something
has been done in this direction for the
Septuagint in such editions as those of
Holmes, Ficld, and Tischendorf, which
arc on our shelves.  But much still re-
mains to be accomplished.

In regard to the New ‘Testament we
are much better off), and a long line of
scholars during the past wo hundred
years have devoted their best skill and
patience to the determination of the ori-

ginal Greck text so far as that can be

ascertained from existing authorities.
In addition to the great Polygiotts men-
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tioned in the last number of the Jour-
NAL, which are to some extent critical
editions, the following among those in
the library are deserving of notice :

1. Beza's New Testament once en-
joyed a great reputation and passed
through many editions. Qur copy be-
longs 1o that of 1598, the latest pub-
lished during his lifetime. In addition
to the Greek text and a comi..entary
thercon, it gives also the Vulgate and a
second Latin version of his own, which
has been much admired for its elegance
and has been often printed separately.
For the determination of the Greek text
Bezahad secured several valuable manu-
scripts and was quite capaple of making
a good use of them had he fully realized
But for
the most part he followed previous edi-

the importance of doing so.

tors, contenting himself with suggesting
corrections in the notes, His promi-

nent position among the Reformed

_Churches caused his example in this re-

spect to be imitated by subscquent edi-
tors for over a century, until a sort of
stereotyped text had come to be estab-
lished which was konown as the fexfus
receptus and acquired an authority to
which it was by no means entitled. We
have also a capy of the Cambridge edi-
tion of Beza, printed in 1642, in which
are given linewise the Annotations of
Canmerarius,

2. The New Testament of Curcelleus,
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which comes next, is a dainty little duo-
decimo, beautifully printed by the Lilze-
virs at Amsterdam in 1658, and pre-
sented to the library by Mr. William
Drysdale of this city. Curcelleus, or
Courcelles, published scveral editions,
all of which are in great repute lor their
‘That of 1658 is
the carliest and rarest.

beauty and accuracy.
Copies of it
have recently been priced as high as

Lo,

cinian and the value ot his work was

Courcelles however was a So-

very seriously affected by the fact that
he allowed his dogmatic views to influ-
ence him unduly in the selection of
He sometimes even substi-
tuted conjectures of his own in thein-

readings.
terest of Socinianism. The library con-
tains also a later edition of his text, pub-
lished in 1738, which is said to have
been revised by the celebrated critic
Wetstein, though his name does not ap-
pear on the title page.

3. A new era was introduced into
New Testament criticism by Dr. John
James Griesbach who, adopting a sug-
gestion made by Bengel, began to clas-
sify manuscripts into families according
to their supposed ,v;enealogy, and to es-
timate their value rather than simply to
count their nurhber. His classification
has had to be revised, as might be ex-
pected, but his method has been fol-
lowed by almost all succeeding editors.
The first volume of his New Testament
appeared in 1796, the second ten years

later,  Qur copy is one of the third edi-
tion printed in Loudon in 1818.

4. Dean Alford’s editions arc too well
known to need any description, but can-
not be passed by. The value of his
work on the text has been overshadowed
by the excellence of his commentary,
but he was a most conscientious critic
and be {urnishes the student with a
complete statement of the authorities for
his text.  This is done by very few com-
mentators and hence probably more
readers have come to know something
of the textual criticism of the New Tes-
tament through Alford than through
any other writer.

5. One of the most patient and pains-
taking critics who has ever spent his life
on the text of the New Testament was
Dr. Samuel Pridcaux ‘Tregelles, with
whom it was a veritable labour of love.
Accuracy was his passion and he al-
lowed no point to cscape him until he
had thoroughly investigated it. His
great edition of the New Testament be-
gan to appear in 1857 but was not com-
pleted until 1879, by which time he had
been so enfeebled by successive strokes
of paralysis that he was obliged to leave
the introduction unwritten, His revi-
sion of the Greek text, which he sought
to restore almost exclusively by the aid
of the ecarliest manuscripts, is accom-
panied by the Vulgate as taken from the
great Codex Amiatinus in the Lauren-
tian Library at Florence, and differs con-

L ST

Ry

P




334
siderably from the Vulgate as given in
the ordinary editions.

6. The most industrious and enter-
prising scholar who ever devoted himself
to New Testament criticism was Dr.
Constantine  Tischendorf.  ‘Though
somevwhat erratic in his genius and hasty
in his conclusions so that he often
changed his views, no one can claim to
have rendered greater services in this
department than he.  His discovery of
the Codex Sinaiticus alone would have
madec bim famous, but this was only one
of his many eminent contributions to
the subject. It was he who first suc-
cessfully deciphered, with the aid of
chemicals to bring out the erased writ-
ing, the wmost important of all the
palimpsest the Codex
Ephraemi in the National Library of
Paris. He also published editions in
fac-simile or otherwise of nearly thirty
different manuscripts containing the
New Testament in whole or in part.
From first to last he issued no fewer
than eight different critical editions of it,
besides one of the Greek Septuagint and
another of the Latin Vulgate. His
cighth edition of the New Testament
which is the one in the library, was in-
tended to be the crown of his life work
and it is a noble monument of conse-
crated learning. But a like fate awaited
him as befell his friend and fellow-la-
bourer in the same field, Tregelles. He
had barely completed the text when

manuscripts,
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stricken with paralysis, and he was un-
able to complete the prolegomenawhich
would undoubtedly have proved in some
ways the most valuable poition of the
work, since in it be intended to give a
complete list of all the known manu-
scripts of the New Testament with a de-
scription of them and a discussion of
the principles to be observed in their
use. The unfinished task, however, has
been taken up by an American student,
who was one of Tischendorf’s disciples
in Leipsic, Dr. Gregory, and is being
slowly carried to completion. The por-
tions of it which bave already appeared
abundantly prove his fitness for the
work and show that when it is finished
it will be a valuable addition to our

knowledge of the subject.

7. The last to be mentioned is the
text of Westcott and Hort, the former of
whom is now Bishop of Durham while:
the latter has just gone to his rest. This
edition published in 1881 is the result
of the joint labours of these two emi-
nent Cambridge scholats, continued
throughout many years, and is a fearless
attempt to reproduce the text current in
the fourth century, from which our ear-
liest manuscripts date, without regard to
any prescriptive text sdnctioned by a
later age. It is in some respects the
most radical text evec published 2nd has
been somewhat severely criticised in cer-
tain quarters. There is little ground for
alarm, however, for when all is said and
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done the amount of their variations is
inconsiderable, touching no gospel fact
or doctrine of the faith. To quote their
~ own words : *“ If comparative trivialities,
such as changes of ‘order, the insertion

5

words in our opinion still subject to
doubt can hardly amount to more than
a thousandth part of the whole New
Testament.” For the three last works
we are indebted to the Rev. L. H. Jor-
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Prestyterian College, Montreal,

Unfit for greatness, 1 her snares defy,
And look on riches with untainted eye,
To others let the glittering baubles fall,

Content shall place us far above them all.
— Churchill.

By jove, I am not covetous of gold,

Nor care I, who doth feed upon my cost !

It yearns me not if men my garments wear !
Such outward things dwell not in my desires ;
But if it be a sin to covet honour,

I am the most offending soul alive.
—Shakespeare.

I thank the saints I am not great,

Tor if there ever come a grief to me

I cry my cry in silence. and have done :

None knows it, and my tears have brought me good.
—Tennyson.




THE UNITED

PRESBYTERIAN

THEOLOGICAL HALL.

TO give the history of the United
Presbyterian Theological Hall
in its origin and development, from its
carliest beginnings to its present posi-
tion, would practically be to give an es-
say on Dissent in Scotland. Now it is
said that none but a Scotchman is ever
able to fathom the mysteries of Seces-
sion and Relief, Burgher and Anti-
burgher, Old Light and New Light;
and as many of the rcaders of the
Jourxai are doubtless neither Scotch-
men nor the sons of Scotchmen, it will
be well that we begin our narrative-de-
scription at a point subsequent to the
time when most of the divided streams
that had pursued for many years their
separate and somewhat stormy courses
flowed together into one channel.

It was not long after the union of the
Secession and the Relief in 1847 that a
need of reorganization in the system of
tuition at the Theological Hall began to
be felt.  The curriculum extended over
five years: but the lazy student of to-
day sighs, as he reads the history of his
church, for these good old times when
each session lasted for only eight weeks,
and the Professors having pastoral
charges (0 attend to were tempted to
tombine as far as they could, their

ciass-werk with  popular lectures  for

their congregations. There can be no
doubt thut the system had its advan-
tages when the church was young and
struggling. The Professors had their
congregational stipends with which to
eke out their living, and students who
supportea themselves by teaching or
by Home Mission work could take
their theological course in their holi-
days! But it had also its drawbacks ;
and these were seen more especially in
the case of students who were not natu-
rally of a studious turn of mind. The
idler could make shift to pass with
very little theology ; and any who would
could carefully avoid too intimate an
acquaintanceship with the particular
subject that might be his éze #oire. That
this was so, was evidenced, if the tradi-
tion is true, at one Presbyterial exami-
nation where a student read and trans-
lated from a Gaelic instead of a Hebrew
Bible, undetected by the reverend fath-
ers and brethren. The blame for pov-
erty of scholarship must rest, however,
more upon the delinquent students than
upon the system ; for a system that pro-
duced such men as Principal King of
Winnipeg ; Dr. Matthews, Secretary of
the Pan-Presbyterian Council; Dr.
Alexander Robb, translator of the Bible
into itk ; M. Calderwood, Professor
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of Moral Philosophy ; Dr. William Tay-
lor of New York ; and others who have
occupied or who still occupy foremost
places as preachers or teachers, profes-
sors and authors, evangelists and mis-
sionaries, cannot be said to have been
wholly a failure. But that a recon-
struction was needed became more and
more evident and a movement was be-
gun to thisend. It was put in the back-
ground, however, for several years to
wait the issue of negotiations for union
with the Free Church of Scotland ; and
only when these had dragged their slow
lengths along to failure, did it come
again to the front. In 1876 the recon-
structed Theological Hall met in Edin-
burgh.

vinity—one dealing with Systematic

There were five chairs of Di-

‘Theology and Apologetics ; one with
New Testament Literature and Exege-
sis; one with Hebrew and Old Testa-
ment Literature and Exegesis ; one with
Church History ; while Dr. Ker without
professorial status discharged the duties
of the chair of Practical Training. The
professors no longer held pastoral
charges; the sessions extended from
the beginning of November to the mid-
dle of April ; and the students were re-
quired to attend for three sessions.

It is one of the things that keep pro-
fessors humble to know that in a few
years successive generations of students
will remember them not for their great
personal power or for their encyclopadic
learning, but by a few stray anecdotes.

And yet after all, as Punch’s cartoons
give perhaps the truest insight into the
making of British history, these stories
oftentimes reveal the man more truly
and more forcibly than the eulogistic
and long drawn out bfogmphics. To
those of us who graduated in compara-
tively recent years, the memory of the
past generation of professors—those who
came in with the union of 1847--had
reached the anecdotal, if not the mythi-
ical, stage. These traditions revealed
very different types of men. Principal
Harper, the man of military presence
and authority, with powers of sarcasm
only too well developed, was remem-
bered for his incisive criticisms of class
discourses. It necdedthe sermon t- be
but a few moments short of the regula-
tion twenty minutes, for students to be
told in ever memorable tones of voice—
“the discourse is a passable fragment.”
Dr. McMichael, with little of the appear-
ance of a professor, was yet shrewd,
To astudent
who had given a ¢ flowery sermon” he
said: “I'm fond of poetry. I liketo

keen, and eminently fair.

hear it in a discourse when it is appro-
priately quoted. I have not a word to
say against the quotations just made,
except it be that, p’raps, we got too
much of it. If that be a fault, itis one
that will cure itself. Three months of a
settled ministry will take the poetry out
of the preacher.” Dr. Lindsay was good
natured, serene, wearing ever the ghost

of a smile, a little slow ; but clear and

.
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lumi. 2.5 and with great powers of ab-
stract thought. Amiable to a fault, he
was true as steel to his principles and
his duty, and personal inclinations had
to give way sometimes to the demands
of the professorial judgment seat. When
a student one day flagrantly violated the
law of reading kis discourse, the Profes-
sor sat quietly lookicg at him for ten
niinutes or so, and then: “Mr. R——,
that's a very good essay. We'll take
your sermon when it is ready.” Dr.

Eadie, on the other hand, was gruff, -

quick, but not unkindly. On one occa-
sion a student was more than usually
stupid. Eadie asked in his brusque
manner : * Have you prepared that les-
son?” “Yes,sir.” * Then why are you
blundering in that style?” The sim-
ple-minded man replied, “I forgot the
paper on which I had written my trans-
lation.” “Humph! write it next time
on the fleshly tablets of your heart,” was
the reply. Another student, having for
the first time to take the opening prayer
in the class, broke down after the invo-
catorywords. He triedagain andfailed;
a third time he tried and broke down,
Eadie all the time growing more rest-
less. When the third break down came,
Eadie could stand it no longer and lift-
ing his head out of his hands exclaimed
_in his broad Scotch: “Say Awmen,
mon !”
 Butweare writing of a by-gone gene-
ration. Their place knows them no
Principal Harper was the only
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one of the original number who entered
the reconstructed Hall in 1876, With
him, were Dr. Cairns in the Chair of
Apologetics ; Dr. Johnstone in the Chair
of New Testament Literature ; Mr. J. L.
Patterson, M.A., in the Chair of Old
Testament Literature ; Dr. Duff in the
Church History Chair ; and Dr. Ker in
Chair of Practical Training. Principal
Harper died in 1879 and his mantle fell
on Dr. Cairns.

Shortly after this time, the Church in
the lustiness of her prime determined on
larger things. The contracted and
somewhat dingy buildings in Queen
street were left behind and the Hall and
Church Offices were removed to a pala-
tial building on Castle Terrace This
possesses ample accommodation ; and
has perhaps the largest and most popu-
lar auditori 2..; in Edinburgh suitable for
public meetings. It was originally built
as a theatre, and evidently it is as ex-
pensive for a building as for a man to
sow its wild oats. The purchase price
was about $150,000, but ere it could be
reformed to wear a proper theological
aspect it had cost over $300,000.
Moral: It is cheaper and better to start
right than to have to remodel.

The Theological Hall provides only
a theological training. All students are
required to have taken before entering a
regular course at one or other of the
universities ; and are advised if possible
to secure the university dregree of M.A.
While others have to pass a pretty se-
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vere examination in all the university
subjects to gain entrance, students with
the M.A. degree are exempted save in
the departments of Biblical knowledge
and Hebrew. It is then as one sees the
the hapless unfortunate toiling away at
paper after paper that he becomes su-
premely conscious of the dignity of pos-
sessing a degree. The Scotch student
from the beginning to the end of his
seven years' course, and even beyond
it, is haunted by examinations. The
nightmares that make agony of his
sleep and the Jeliriums that seize him
when his brain gives way from overwork
come to him in the form of examina-
tions for which he is not prepared or
which he has forgotten. A certain av-
erage is necessary over the class exami-
nations to save the student from being
sent back for another year ; and at the
close of the third session there is the
“last straw ” ir the shape of an exit ex-
amination that bars the way to freedom.
Again, however, the degree comes like
the Pickwick pen “as a boon and a
blessing to men,” for the students who
take the uoiversity B.D. are exerapted
from the third year “exit.”

In 1847 a scholarship sche we was be-
gun to enable students who wu.ight be
without snfficient means to prosecute
their studies to secure what might sup-
port them. Through the course of time
the main end has been lost sight of, and

the scholarships are secured by those

who have probably the least need of

I

them-—those whose parents could afford
to give them the best school education.
Another argument in favour of the schol-
arship scheme was that it would raise
the standard of scholarship. Thisit has
done, but just in the same proportion
has it destroyed the former argument.
Those who have had few advantages in
early life when brought under religious
influences and desiring to give them-
selves to the work of the ministry are
with rare exceptions unable to gain
scholarships. These have been lifted
out of reach of any but those who have
had a thorough training. This evil is
being remedied. A scheme has just
been introduced by which $300 in $350
grants is to be given to students needing
pecuniary aid and who show decided
promise of usefulness in the ministry.
Three scholarships are now npen to
those who intend to become medical
missionaries. There are about sixty
scholarships open to U. P. students at
the university who are studying for the
ministry, having a total value of about
$4,750 ; and thirty scholarships open to
students at the Hall, having a total value
of about $3,600. The scholarships
vary in amount from $50 to $200 and
the term for which they are retained
from one year to four.

A few years have wrought a great
change in the Hall—Ker gone, Duff
gone, Cairns gone. There were giants
in those days! Itwas one of the sights
to see Ker lecturing—Ilying back in his
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chair, his hands stuffed away into his
capacious pockets, his glance drifting
carelessly over the desk or floor, or
fixed on the roof and vacancy, the words
flowing easily and limpidly as a summer
brook while he conjured up an Alpine
scene, or unfolded the hidden treasures
of a favorite text. Before writing our
class sermon, we had to present our pro-
This he would
keep on correcting till we were left with
the outlines which he bhad prepared.

posed line of treatment.

There was no use of trying to preach
that sermon before a congregation. Ker's
divisions were his own, his line of
thought was his own. There was no
use trying to impose it on others as
one’s own. It was “ Ker’s particular.”
When delivering the sermon in the class,
it was often a case of Scylla and Charyb-
dis. If the student followed his own
line of thought, he would be told that
the other was better ; if he followed
that—well, the chances were that he
couldn’t follow it, and had to follow the
example of the student who taking the
introduction suggested, could find no
path leading into the sermon proper and
jumped the difficulty by saying, ‘“and
now we come to the text.” It was best
to follow the outline given, for then the
student would probably be naively told,
“the outline is a very good one and
shows considerable thought.” No doubt
it was, but our objection was that it was
not ours, and- could not be made ours.
Our case was that of the lady who said

.
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to the artist, Turner: * Why, Mr. Tur-
ner, I never sec those things in nature
that you paint ! To which ke re
plied: “ And don’t you wish you could,
madam ?”

Duff who,

with the usual amount of truth that there

Dr. Duff, too, is gone.

is on an epigram, was said to be the
“cleverest and laziest man in Scotland.”
To look at his slow and somewhat
slouching gate—the result of physical
weakness ; to listen to the jerky, monot-
onous reading of his lectures ; to watch
the half-sieepy or tired look that was
turned from time to time on the class,
one might be pardoned in thinking he
would be the last man to raise enthusi-
asm in his students. Yet no Professor
in the Hail equalled him in this respect.
There was a strength and incisiveness
in his style ; a mastery and control of
his subject, as well as a personal mag-
netism and subtle humour that captured
the students. There were times, too,
when thesehalf-sleepy eyesfairly sparkled

with enthusiasm or danced with half-
suppressed merriment. Duff was an

excellent critic—supremely fair. But
when occasion needed, no man could
be more bitterly severe.
dent on one occasion got the censor to
stop him before the right time as his
sermon was not fully written. ** Time’s
up,” called the censor. The student
picked up his notes and departed for his
seat. “And so’s the manuscript,”
drawled the professor in his peculiar

A careless stu-
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tone. **Mr. ———,” he went on to say,  dlack as ke was painted. 1f there was

“that sermon’s too /loxg, too long by
half, cut off a half, it doesi’t matler
whick /” Rarely, however, did he let
his humour sting, and he was as ready
to turn it against himself as others.
After one annual conversuzione only
about a dozen students instead of forty
were present in his class next morning.
As he entered the class-room he gave his
furtive look over the students, took in
the situation, and as he fumbled over
his lecture book to find the place for the
day, was heard muttering to himself:
“Tf there be ten righteous men— "
And Cairns, too, has passed away—
the noblest Roman of them all. A giant
in intellect, with an enormous capacity
for hard work ; with a tenacious mem-
ory for facts and figures ; with a consci-
catious thoroughness that could not pass
over the smallest minutize, we were often
made to long for a Layard or Schlie-
man or some other great excavator who
would help us to disinter the original
lectures from the accumulated debris of
succeeding decades. It was the man
more than the professor who impressed
himself upon the students. He was an
Israelite indeed in whom there was no
guile. There still remains the memory
of a cartoon that was made in the Hall,
representing Cairns meeting the Evil
One. Cairns is driving on his usual
way, and expressing sorrow to have
heard such bad reports about him but
after all, he dared say, ke was not so

any good in a man Cairns would find it
and draw it out, and he had to be a
very evil man indeed against whom he
had a hard word to say. If other
professors could be said to be the friends
of their students, Cairns might be said
to be not only #4zé» friend, but the friend
of their familfes as well. *‘ How is your
father, or mother, or brother ?” was his
first question after enquiring after the
welfare of the student himself. He
interested himself in all and never
seemed to forget. Before me lies the
last letter I received from him —on
coming out to this country, and enclos-
ing letters of introduction, We used to
say that he never bought anythi.g but
the envelopes, his letters were written
on the blank half-sheets torn off letters
received. When he wrote me, these
must have run done for the letter is
written on the flap of the envelope itself.
“My dear Mr. Anderson,” he writes,
“you have my best wishes on going to
Canada. 1 gladly send you the enclos-
ed. If 1 can ever in any other way
benefit you, I will be only too glad. I
hope.you may have a happy and useful
course, With best regards to your
father and mother, ever sincerely yours,
John Cairns.” Nothing unusual in it,
but it is characteristic ; and then every-
thing was meant, To know Cairns was
to love him.

Two only of the Professors of the Re-
construction period are left—one, a good
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tutor of Hebrew, and the other the Cer-
berus of United Presbyterian Orthodoxy
spared to the Church in these troublous
times. The Hall has now entered on a
new period. The vacant Chairs have
been filled and filled by men who are, if
anything, more in sympathy with the
present times and influenced by its pro-
gressive spirit than were their predeces-
sors. The students have fought and
won a battle by which the Index Ex-
purgatorius has been banished ; and the
Professors have to lead them through
German pastures.  Not that there is any
danger of U. P. students becoming
heretical ; but they have always been
radicals and they must have something
to reform. There are not wanting signs
that they are looking forward to a greater
reform—the union of the Hall with the
F. C. College on the hill.

The United Presbyterian Church has
cver been renowned as a Missionary
Church, and it is not to be wondered at
that among the different societies at the
Hall, the Missionary Society should
Under its
auspices a prayer meeting is conducted
weekly among the students. It under-
takes Home Mission work in the Plea-

rank first and foremost.

sance in Edinburgh, paying a missionary
to devote his time to it, and the mem-
bers assisting him in meetings and visi-
tation. Each year, the Society chooses
a special scheme of Foreign Missionary
work to which to lend aid. When this
I1s been decided on, a pamphlet with
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information is prepared, conveners for
Presbyteries are appointed, applications
are sent to all the ministers to allow the
students to bring this scheme before
their congregations on appeal for aid ;
and students are appointed for each
congregation by the conveners. In

1891-92, for Home and Foreign Mis-

sions, about $7,700 were collected, of
which $6,600 were sent to the Old Cala-
bar Mission field for the purpose of
erecting a Medical Mission House and
Dispensary.

‘The home outlook of an Old Country
graduate is neither so wide nor so pro-
mising as that of his Canadian brother.
On the United Presbyterian Proba-
tioners’ List—on which all probationers’
name and names of vacancies have to
appear—there are fifty-two probationers’
names and only seventeen vacancies. If
Scotchmen were not rovers born, what
would be the state of thatlist! As itis,
many at once seek homes and work in
other lands. Students of my own year
are now to befound settled in Australia,
New Zealand, OIld Calabar, Egypt,
China, jamaica, Chil, the United States
and Canada. Dr. Robertson from the
North-West might do worse than play
the part of the man of Macedonia. And
though he might not secure another
Paul, yet he might find no unworthy
successors and as ready a respone from
among the graduates of the United
Presbyterian Hall of Scotland.

R, S. G. ANDRRSON.




CONCIO AD CONGREGATIONEM.

PON the occasion of the ordin-

ation and induction of the Rev.

J. A. Morrison, B. A., as Pastor of the

Presbyterian Church, Listowell, Ont.,

Principal MacVicar addressed the con-
gregation in the following terms :—

Christian Friends,—The winister of

your choice is now placed over you in

the Lord.

between you isessentially spiritual. The

‘The relation thus constituted

aims and issues of your mutual activity
will affect the interests of your souls for
time and étcmity. Under the hlessing
of God Almighty you will experience
profit such as cannot be reckoned by the
arithmetic of this world, profit in your
hearts, in your homes, in your business,
in your entire journcy through life and
in your cverlasting service of God in
glory.

And if your minister thus unspar-
ingly sows for you spiritual things, I
feel sure that you will give him no cause
to complain for lack of carnal things.

1 only mention this thought, however,
in passing. We have far graver matters
to occupy the few moments at our
disposal.

This is to you all an hour of expecta-
tion. You are trying to penetrate the
future, and what do you look for from
your new minister 2 Count him iirst of

all an ambassador for Christ. ‘This is

his commission—this is his status. As
a teacher, as a shepherd of the flock, as
a fisher of men you may count upon his
doing what Jesus Christ himself would
do were He among you, and surely it is
no dishonor to your minister to add,
with many shortcomings, for who is
sufficient to represent the Son of God
and Son of Man—our blessed and glor-
ious Redeemer. Nevertheless, it is true,
in spite of our numerous imperfections,
that we are the ambassadors of Christ,
as if God did bescech you by us, we
pray you in Christ’s stead be ye recon-
ciled to God.

your relations to this young man whom

What sacredness then in

you have called, and who has heard the
voice of God in your call, to be your
pastor. Seceing he is the messenger, the
representative of Christ, receive him as
such, and esteem him very highly in love
for his work sake. You remcmber how
the Saviour put this matter, “IHe that
recciveth you, receiveth me, and he that
receiveth me, receiveth Him that sent
me.”

Count upon your minister as the
ambassador of Christ keeping constantly
to his Master’s work. I know that some
do far otherwise and meddle with a hun-
dred things from which Jesus scrupul-
ously abstained, but they do so at their

own peril and to the great injury of the
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sacred cause they represent. They gain
a reputation in politics, trade, and com-
merce which never belonged to the Re:
deemer. -

His encmies falsely called him a glut-
ton, a winebibber, a lunatic, a demonica;
but they never spoke of him as a stock-
broker, a trader, a philosopher, a scien.
tist, or a leader of thesports and fashions
of Jerusalem and Judea—No. He was
recognized as al'eacher come from God,
as a messanger from the cternal world,
constantly turning the minds of men to
things unseen, 10 enduring verities be-
yond this passing life. He was known
as the friend of publicans and sinners,
reclaiming, sccking and saving the wan-
derer, the outcast, the fallen, the friend-
He did not neglect good
people, but at the same time expected

fess, the lost.

them to look after themselves and others
as weill, and hence he often left the ninety
and nine sheep in the fold to look after
the one that had gone astray. He re-
cognized the fact that they that are
whole need not the physician, but they
that are sick. The truth is, brethren,
that the worse men are the more nced
they have to be loved and looked after.
Gond peaple du nut require half as
nuch attention as bad people.  You
may expect your minister, thercfore, to
“ distribute his cfforts according to this
principle : and if youare well, in robust
health, and yvour soul prospering in the
Lord, du not lovk for him to be run-
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ning after you cvery week or every month
in the year ; but you run after some one
else who nceds your help, and thus prove
your own work that you may have rcjoic-
ing in yourself alone and not in another.

Count upon your minister, in his pub-
lic and private teaching, heing very plain
and direct. He must be so ifhe is to
be Christ-like--you know the life of our
Lord too well to require me to give evi-
dence of this fact.
the point at once, without circumlocu-

He always went to

tion or waste of time and words. This
was true whether speaking to the great
multitudes or to the individual. It is
casy to speak plainly to a crowd; but
expect your minister, infollowing Christ’s
example, to do su to you one by one,
and face to face. It is just by these
close grips, these direct persou:al efforts,
which some people are apt to deem of-
fensive, that special good  is often done.
Yeu remember how the Master said to
his chicf apostle—* Simon, Simon,” ad-
dressing him by name and as plainly
and directly as words could make it—
“Satan hath desircd to have thee that
he might sift thee as whear ; but I have
prayed for thee that thy faith fail not”
—and again three times he put the
pointed personal question, * Simon, son
of Joim, loves: thou me ?’ Peter was
gricved—but he was wrong—and so
you may be grieved, but you, too, will
be wrong, should your Minister some
day in this pulpit or in your home in
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his ardent solicitude for your soul’s cter-
nal well-being, come as near you as
Christ did to Peter with personal ques-
tions. I bescech you, do not expect
him to handle the word of God deceit-
fully. Do not expect him to strike
with the flat side of the sword of
the Spirit instead of with its sharp
cdge. Do not look for him when visit-
ing your homes to waste his time and
yours in dilating upon mere secularities
or the gossip of the parish, and do not
urge or expect him to attend a score of
petty meetings of all sorts which pro-
mote neither intellectual culture nor true
godliness.

Count upon your minister needing
all the help you can render him. He
is young—and I say this not to his
disparagement but the reverse. It is
a great advantage to be young. Youth
is the period of enthusiasm, of elas-
ticity, of courage, of lofty aspirations,
of warm sympathy and untiring cfforts.
But youth is not the time of infaliibility
—that high attainment is rcached by
none of us this side of cternity. We
only know in part, the knowledge of
the best of us is finite, and our ignor-
ance is infinite.  Let us thercfore wisely
have compassion one upon another and
bear one another's burdens, and so fulfit
the laws of Christ. I am persuaded
that it is the solemn purposc of all here,
young and old, to help the wminister; and
the practical question is, how are you

to do it? I answer in brief. Give
him your confidence. Ife is warthy of
it as the representative of Jesus Cluist,
He is your best friend, sec that you are
bis. Give him a word of cheer as often
as you can. Telt him you have heard of
his sympathetic, helpful visits in the
homes of the sick and the dying ; and
do not rush into the vestry some Sun-
day morning to announce to him in a
complaining carping spirit that some one
has not been visited, and is thinking on
this account of leaving the church-—
some one of whose cxistence and place
of residence neither elder nordeaconnor
any one clse ever told him.

Commend his scrmons now and then
—yes,andhisgeneralwork. I havesome-
times said to my pastor, “Thatwasanag-
mirable, practical discourse you gave
last Sunday,” and 1 know it helped
him in making the next onc stil better
—why not?> Some pcoplc scem to be
afraid to spoil their ministers by saying
any good of them. They imagine that
the only way that they can get them to
grow in grace is to find fault with them
perpetually, I suppose it must have
been the presence of a colicction of
people of this sort at Corinth that com
pelled the apostic Paul to say to them,
“T ought to have been commended of
you.”?

Commend your minister to your
children and friecnds and strangers in
the drawing-room, in social circles, and
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Itis
surprising how much we can talk men

in the currents of everyday life.

up or down—how much we can help or
hinder them in the Lord’s service bLy
the use or the abuse of that unruly
little weapon, the tongue.
Commendandhelpyourminister inthe
Tacking this, the best cf-
fortsmay be frustrated. Itisamazing how

spirit of love.

far we may go in seemingly good and
helpful activity and yet wanting love,
prove utter failures. You remember
how the apostle Paul puts this matter.
He declares that he might speak with
the tongues of men and of ange’s—and
that implies more eloquence than any
of us can claim—that he might have
the gift of prophecy, and know all mys.
teries, and all knowledge—and that in-
volved greater attainments than the
most learned man on earth ever posses-
sed — that he might have faith to
remove mountains, and bestow all his
goods to feed the poor—what boundless
faith and boundless charity—and still
more, give his body to be burned, and
yet lacking love, he would be a sound-
ing brass or a clanging cymbal. Now
then, in helping your minister, and in
all your christian services, sec that you
are governed by that spirit of love
winch is the falfilling of the law, and
which hides a multitude of sins.

Aid your ministerin what he wiii {ind
extremely hard to do without your help.

What is that> There are many things.

THE PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE JOURNAL.

He
will find it hard to make good sermons,

—1I can only name a few of them,

ones that will be good ior you, unless
you pray for him while he is making
them. Aund even then, it will not be
possible to make them, unless you give
him the time and quictness necessary
to produce such discourses as ought to
be delivered in this place. He will find
it hard to deliver them with power if
they are to fall upon empty pews rather
than upon the ears of prayerful, atten-
tive people.  This is a matter in your
hands, in which everybody can give
He will find it hard to
make a warm, glowing, interesting, edi-

effective help.

fying prayer meeting if his own voice
is the only one ever heard expressing
the desires of your hearts -before the
throne of God. Now you can put this
matter right. It is your prayer meet-
ing, and you should take your share of
speaking to your IFather about the
He will find it
hard to have a living, thriving, growing

wants of His children.

Sunday school and Bible class unless
fathers and mothers, brothers and sis-
ters throw their hearts and souls into
Do not ex-
pect him to visit absentees—if he is to

this work along with him.

teach and preach rightly he cannot do it,
but you can. Let each one of you who
is walking in theright way, in the way
of the Lord, look after only one who is
out of the way, who is occasioaally or

perpetually going wrong, and the work
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is done. Your minister will find it hard,
and something from which he should be
delivered, to be drawn away from the
word of God to serve tables. In apos-
lic days this service of tables, which
has now grown into a long list of small
items, was not allowed to encroach upon
So let it
be still. Wherefore, brethren, look ye

ministerial time and energy.

out among you, from time to time, men
of good report, full of the Spirit and of
wisdom, who may be set over this busi-

9

ness, that your minister, your chief
teaching clder, and the other elders
who are associated with him, may con
tinue stedfasily in prayer and the min-
istry of the word ; that thus the word of
the Lord may bave free course among
you and be glorificd, and that the pas-
toral relation now established between
you may be enduring, and abundantly
fruitful of good for time and eternity.—
AMEN.

In this wide world the fondest and the best
Are the most tried, most troubled, and distressed.

—Crabbe.

Howe'er it be, it seems to me

*Tis only noble to be good ;

Kind hearts are more than coronets,
And simple faith, than Norman blood.

—Zennyson.

Far better, in some nook unknown
T'o sleep for once—and soundly,

Then still survive in wistful stone,
Forgotten more profoundly !

—Austin Dobson.
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A VISION OF OWLS.

HEN the Revealer-of Symbols

took me up into an high tower

and bade me look forth of the window.
And 1 looked forth and beheld the
strects of a city, and open spaces with
many and great trees and a multitude of
persons coming and going heneath
Then he said,
thou?” So Itold him.
morve,” said he, “and tell me what thou

them. “What seest

“Look once

seest ' ” And again the open spaces
and the trees, and under onc a great
company assembled, to which others
still added themselves, the reason where-
of 1 could not perceive. Then said the
Revealer of Symbols to me a third time,
* ook yet more nearly and tell me if
thou seest aught beside!”™ So 1 bent
my gaze steadily upon them, and ob-
served that they all looked upward to
the topmost branches of the tree, and
many were smiling and some jeered.
Then observing more narrowly, I per-
ceived a great Owl perched upon alimb
of the tree, and many of the baser sort
and hoys casting sticks and stones to-
After
the space, it might be, of the twelfth
part of a glass, the Owl forsook its perch
and fled to another tree ; and the rab-
ble pursuing it continued to cast stones

ward it with intent to strike it,

at it
Then I beheld one coming forth with

a fowling-picce which he laid to his
shoulder and discharged against the
bird, which being mortally stricken fell
headlong. ‘Then the multitude rushed
together upon it, and on the instant the
vision was snatched from my eyces, and I
heheld again the moor and the sea
breaking.upon the rocks and the clouds
blown up from the horizon.

So I turned to the Revealer-of-Sym-
bols and said, * What meaneth this?”
And he answered, “ This is an Allegory
of the tender mercies of the Schools.
The city thou sawest is the woud, and
the spaces the highways of it : the trees
which adorned them have grown from
the Tree of Knowledge, and the mutlti-
tude of persons which passed to and fro
are the children of the Schools. The
Owl which thou observedst upon the
tree belongeth to the School of Noy,
and is one of much learning, having
great repute among them : those whom
thou sawest stoning him are the School
of Dies : and there hath been of old a
striving between them for the Truth, for
those sec not as these, viewing things
with different eyes.

Wherefore Owl happening within their
boundaries they run together and take

counsel, saying, ‘“Behold, now, our

brather is with us : we cannot give him

light, but assuredly we may put an end
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to his darkness !” And forthwith they
take up stones and slay ‘him.”

Then the Revealer-of-Symbols bade
me look forth once more : and behold,
a mist, which came up and covered the
streets and the open spaces, the multi-
tude of people and the trees to their top-
most branches. And over the midst,
above the trees was a great globe of
light, of ineffable brightness and purity,
and upon it the name TRUTH, as it
were writ in lettersof fire. And behold,
from the limb whence the Owl had fal-
len, a tongue of flame, which floated up-
ward and inward and melted with the
contral Truth. * This flame thou scest,”
said He of the Symbols, “which riseth

from the Owl and is drawn toward the
central fires, is the Truth that was in
him. Ignorance dieth; but Truth is
eternal ; and not the passions of men,
nor the prejudice of the Schools can take
away one jot or tittle of it.”

Then was 1 sorely troubled and per-
plexed for the ways of men; and I said,
“Lo! ‘These be shut in by the bounds
of day and see what the day revealeth
and think that knowledge dieth with
them; but their eyes are filled with
light that they cannot sec beyond ; and
who shall judge whether these behold
with clearer eyes, or they who walk dimly
under stars and see the immensities
which stand around them?”

R. MacDougaLL.

An evil soul producing holy witness
Is like a villian with a smiling cheek,
A goodly apple rotten at the core.

—Shakespeare.

Behold we know not any thing !
T can but trust that good shall fall
At last—far off—at last, to all
And every winter change to spring

So runs my dream: but what am I1?
An infant crying in the night:
Au infant crying for the light :

And with no language but a cry.

e Tennyson.
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A DAY WITH THE TRAPPISTS. -

BY REV. GEORGE 1I. SMITH, M.A.

A SHORT ride from Montreal by
rail brings us to Lachine, where

the steamer Soverelgn awaits us and soon
we are steaming over the broad St. Law-
rence along the shores of the Island of
Montreal, then up the Ottawa to the old
French village of Ste. Anne de Bellevue.
As we stop for a few minutes in the
canal lock under the tubular bridge of
the G. T. R. resting upon its massive
stone piers, side by side with the stecl
trellis bridge of the C. P. R.—Canada’s
two great highways—we look over this
typical French-Canadian village of Ste.
Anne’s ; famous, for it was once the
halting place of the zoyageurs for here
they portaged their canoes and ex-
changed their furs at the Hudson Bay
trading post ; famous, for its old castle
and watch towers used in the blocdy
days of Indian warfare ; and famous too,
for here Tom Moore resided for a time
and here he wrote his well-known Ca-
nadian Boat Song:—

‘ Row, brothers, row

The rapids are near

And the daylight's past.”

Now we enter an expansion of the
river, called the ““I.ake of Two Moun-
tains,” and far in the distance is pointed
out the spot, where in 1660, Adam Dau-
lac, Sieur des Ormeaux with sixteen

brave followers held the fort for several

days against the fierce Iroquois. They

had sworn neither to give nor receive

quarter and true to this oath every man

was slain.  But this stopped tire Indians

in their progress, for, thought they, if all

the Frerich are as brave as these we had

better retreat.

The fort is fired, and through the flame, with
slippery, splashing tread,

The Redmen stumble to the camp o'er ram
parts of the deadl.

There, with set teeth and nostril wide, Daulac,
the dauntless stoad

And dealt his foes remorseless blows, ’‘mid
blinding smoke and blood

*Till, hacked and hewn, he reel’d to earth, with
proud unconquered glance,

Dead—but immortalized by death—Leonidas of
France !

True to their oath, his comrade knights no
quarter basely craved—

So died the peerless twenty-two—So Canada

was saveld,

~—George Murray,

Our boat is now moored at the wharf
of the unpretentious village of Oka.
This is a well-known Indian settlement,
inhabited by a remnant of the Iroquois
and Algonquin tribes. They were early
converted to the Roman Catholic
faith. Then a Protestant mission was
established which, if it did not send
peace certainly brought a sword. The




A DAY WLTH THE TRALPPISTS. 351

tranquility of the neighborhood was for
years disturbed by two religious factions
clamoring selfishly for Goverment fa-
vors. Matters were brought to a cli-
max between the years 1875-1877 by
the destruction of the Protestant mission
house and the burning of the Roman
Catholic church. Tedious lawsuits fol-
lowed which will make Oka ever mem-
orable in the annals of Canada. The
ultimate result was that the Dominion
Government transferred the Protestant
Indians to a reserve in Muskoka and
comparative peace reigns once more at
Oka.

We disembark and readily securing a
village carter, drive over the sand hill
along the ascending bank of the river
for nearly four miles, past one of the
Two Mountains called Mount Calvary,
which takes itsname from three (formerly
the mystic seven) chapels on the sum-
mit. Here in years long since gone by,
many a pilgrimage was made by gallant
cavalier and high-boru lady toiling side
by side up the weary height ; and soon
we are brought to the object of our visit,
the Trappist Monastery of Oka. It is
especially interesting from the fact that
this strange fraternity of “farmer
monks,” holding conscrvatively to their
medival traditions, have on this conti-
nent only three communities ; one in
the Southern States, another at Traca-
die—the leper lazaretto of New Bruus-
wick-—and the third at Oka.

The Trappist order of monks was
founded in 1140 at the village of Sol-
igny-la-Trappe in Haut-Perche, about
liftymiles from Paris. Dragged through
five centuries of changeful fortune, the
order was plundered and ultimately dis-
persed by the contending armies during
the English invasion. At the close of
the war they were restored but under
the evil influerce of the Itench Court.
The conduct of the monks became a
public scandal till Rancé, having mended
his own evil ways, became a Doctor of
the Sarbonne and arose as a reformer of
the Trappists. For a time he ruled as
nominal Abbot of the Abbey of La
Trappe and in 1664 was made the ac-
tual head of the order and effected his
reforms by pensioning off the refractory
monks who refused to submit to the
austerities he had introduced and thus
was purified a remnant as devout as
himself. In 1706 Dr. Rancé died, but
the order flourished till their dispersion
by the French Revolution of 1792.
They were afrerwards restored for a
short time, but having sided with Napo-
leon in his dispute with the Pope, they
were again banished in 1808 and only
allowed to return upon the death of that
monarch, to beagain expelled at the re-
volution of 1830. Most of the order
gradually found their way back to
France but in 1880 under President
Ferry’s administration nearly
Trappist monkswere exiled from France.

1,50
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Five of these came to Oka and in 1882
with very humblebeginnings, established
the present monastery.

In this year they erected a plain
wooden structure on a hillside facing the
Ottawa River. In 1892 this was aban-
doned for the commodious stone edifice
in the little valley hard by. Here the
Trappists have a saw-nill, grist-mill and
creamery, an abundant power being
supplied from a neighboring stream.

When completed, the present build-
ing will form a quadrangle enclosing an
ample court-yard., As it is, only two
wings of the building are finished. 1t is
to be an imposing edifice of rough stone
with cut stone facings.

We rang at the door of that wing
called “the hotel,” for here guests are
received. Ladies under no condition
pass the threshold. In response to the
bell, a feeble old monk opened the
door. His hair was closely clipped and
his round face cleanly shaven. He wore
a long loose garment of coarse, brown
flannel with a capuchin and a leathern
girdle. He motioned us into a plainly
furnished waitingroom and soon a
younger ¢ brother ” in similar attire told
us we must have dinner first, after which
we would be shown over the premises.
Descending to the refectory where a
number of guests were ah.'eady at table,
we were treated to a substantial repast
of soup, fish, vegetables, coarse bread,
butter, cheese and cider; meat being
strictly forbidden. On regaining the
waiting-rooin a tall monk with a good
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English accent and of a very gentle-
manly address, clad in the garb of the
Trappist order, viz—a white flannel
cowl with large sleeves ; awaited to act
as our guide. This * father” was very
communicative save in certain rooms
where strict silence is enforced.

Without a word we walk down the
long cloister devoid of any furniture
whatever save a bench runnug along
either wall, and a high oak tir1.e for the
Abbot, half-way down the rocm.

A long flight of stairs leads to the dor-
mitory, which was arranged in compart-
ments, much like the old-fashioned
church pew. Ineach “pew” isa single
“Dberth ” furnished with mattress and
blanket. These monks do not believe
in pampering the flesh with luxurious
apartments. They are not allowed to
remove their garments at night, but once
a week all clothing a:.d bedding are
thoroughly washed. Adjoining the dor-
mitories—for there are two, one for the
monks and one for the novices—is the
chapel. The present chapel is only
temporary, arnd will remain so until the
completion of the building. At oncend
is a plain altar facing the stalls which
are arranged along three sides of a quad-
rangle. Beforc the stalls stretches a
desk on which rests the books, strange
old-fashioned Zormes with heavy iron or
brass clasps. The Latin text is large
and printed between lines of antiquated
musical notation. This chapel opens
into a series of nunur chapels or medi-
tation rooms,
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We were then conducted without the
monastery to the barns, for these monks
labor as farmers. Here are to be seen
numbers of highly-bred horses,cows and
pigs. A nursery of vines and fruit trees
surround the o/ building. LEverything
is in such perfect orderand of such good
quality. Surely such scientific farming
as is here exhibited, cannot fail to exert
a beneficial influence upon the anti-
quated agricultural methods of the sim-
ple kabitants.

Dr. Rancé introduced the most ascetic
rules into the order. He enjoined total
abstinence from flesh meat, fish, eggs
and wine, and introduced the laborious
manual occupations, the hard beds, per-
petual silence save at prayers and the
utterance of the *“ Memento Mori ” (re-
memberdeath) the salutation with which
these brethren greet one another. *

At Oka there are fifty regular monks
and a large number of novices, who are
at liberty to leave when they please and
are only fully taken into the order after
a novitiate of five years.

The monks rise at 2 a. m. save on
Sundays and minor festivals when the
bell rings at 1 o'clock. In thrce min-
utes they reach the chapel where two
hours are spent in prayer.  After this, in
summer, they partake of bread and
water by way of refreshment, then the
out-door work begins in the barns and
fields. At 11.30 the bell rings for the
mid-day meal which, for the monks,
consists of soup, roasted potatoes and

J

other vegetables, with coarse bread and
by way of dessert a “ milk dish” consist-
ing of macaroni or rice is served and a
little fruit is allowed. At 12 o'clock
they have an hour and a half’s rest, fol-
lowed by prayers in the chapel, after
which the boots and coat are donned
and the outside work resumed till 5 p.
m., when a supper is served consisting
of the fragments left after the mid-day
meal. Devotional exercises are con-
tinued till 8 p. m. and the monks retire.
In winter only one meal per day is
allowed.

At one of their religious exercises an
open confession is made of all misde
meanors committed during the day, and
they also inform the company of any
misconduct or rule violated by their
brother monks. If one has been guilty
of talking or of making more signs than
were actually necessary, a punishment is
meted out, which consists of fasting and
not unfrequently the * cat-0™-nine-tails ”
is administered.

As in the Eastern monasteries of old,
guests are received in a very cordial
manner and entertained for a few days
if desired.

The sun sinking behind Mount Cal-
vary reminds us that we must retrace
our steps to the wharf, and so we did
just in time to catch the Sozereign on
her return trip, and an exciting run
through the Lachine Rapids brought to
a close our plcasant day with the Trap-
pists.
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The Ulission Crisis.

MISSIONARY NEWS.

EPORTS reach us from Japan of

the progress of the Christian En-
Rev.
T. Harada of Tokio, has consented at Dr.

deavor movement in that country.

Clark’s request to superintend C. E.
work there until Japanese Endeavorers
form a Union and eclect officers of their
own. There are now twenty societics

in Japan.
® %

£

In Uganda and Victoria Nyanza, the
missionaries recently sold ina few weeks
4,000 reading sheets printed in the na-
tive language, and report that they could
scll 10,000 copies if they had them.
The people are most anxious to learn to
read.  One writes : * Aslong as we had
a reading sheet or book left, a crowd
swarmed around us day and night, and
hundreds were disappointed when the
supply gave out.

* *
*

A letter published recently in the
Witness from Mrs. Read, formerly of
Montreal, tells us of their safe arrival in
Asamba, their future field of labor,
Christianity has made much progress in
that region and the missionaries speak
highly of the types of character devel-
oped under the influence of the Gospel.

Such reports are encouraging, and their
accounts of the great need of the Gos-
pel there should lead many Christians to
answer with their lives the call: “Come

over and help us.”

* k
*

The close of the year 1892 was
marked by a great missionary conference
at Bombay. This conferenceis held de-
cennially to consider the progress of the
Gospel in India.

sionaries have grown nearly twice as fast

The number of mis-

in the last decade as in those preceding,
and the agencies for spreading the Gos-
pel are becoming more diversified. Pro-
portionately the converts have not in-
creased as rapidly as the means for win-
ning them, but while *“the population
grew at the rate of ten per cent., the
Christians grew at the rate of fifty per
cent.” .

*

A Baptist missionary in Northern In-
dia states a rémarkable fact connected
with their church work, that whenever a
member is brought under discipline for
drunkenness or immorality of any kind
he speedily becomes a Mohammedan ;
he cannot remain in the church and

practice these vices. Especial mention
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is made of two young men who were
suspended from the church for good
reasons, who openly said that they had
no belief in Mohammedanism, but that
they turned to a faith where they might
live in immorality and drunkenness with-
out fear of being called to account.—
Missionary Review.

* %
*

From the same source we learn that
libellous literature in regard to Chris-
tians, continues to be circulated in
China. It is difficult to determine the
position of the officials toward these
publications. Some time ago one leader
among them was degraded by the
authorities and driven from Chang-Sha,
But he only went to another city, from
which these *scurillous pictures and
tracts” are continually being distributed.
The officials here do not interfere. In-
jurious though these may be, they show
the influence Christianity is exerting,
and even the bitterest hostility of the
heathen is preferable to indifference.

* %
*

Under the heading -—* The Situation
at Ichang,” the following appears in the

Church of Scotland Home and Foreign
Mission  Record : — From China Mr.
Cockburn writes that after repeated ne-
gotiations the Chinese Government has
still failed to make compeunsation either
to the Mission for the Mission property
destroyed in the riot of 2nd September,
1891, or to the missionaries for their
personal properly destroyed at the same
time. The Chinese Government seems
unable to understand that our mission-
aries stated the real value uf the prop-
erty destroyed, and has continued to of-
fer much smaller sums than the amount
claimed, without giving Mr. Cockburn
an opportunity of proving his claim.
Doubtless the native way is to claim a
larger sum than the sufferer is wil-
ling to accept ; but this Mr. Cockburn
would not do.

Mr. Cockburn was ill and unable to
be present at the baptisms recorded last
month. Having happily recovered, he
vrites regarding them :—* 1t is most in-
spiriting to find the work making pro-
gress, and the Chinese eager to confess
Christ, when the land is deluged with
the foulest blasphemies and calumnies
against our Saviour's name.”
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STREET CHAPEIL MISSION WORK IN HSIN CHEN.
BY REV. MURDOCII MACKENZIE.
{ Comluded. )

5. Lupics.
doces not always decide what the theme

The speaker in Honan
{or discussion will be. The hearers of-
ten furnish us with texts, At times it is
not casy (o tell in advance what subject
will be brought up. Qur aim is to pre-
sent the tiuth of God to the people, and
particularly the great truth that God so
loved men as to give His Son Jesus
Christ to die in their stead. We are
dealing however with Chinese, and they
are notfa....iar with the facts of Gospel
history. It is our duty to make these
known to them, and win their respectful
What, it may be

asked, of their own ideas on such sub-

attention for them.
jects? ‘Though unacquainted with the
life and teaching of Jesus Chri , they
have had bad religious systems in China
for many centuries. How do you deal
with the teachings imparted by their own
instructors > An cffort is made at ascer-
taining from themsclves what religious
truths they do hold.
to know what the thoughts of the people

We constantly try

arc regarding God, or rather regarding
their gods. There are certain siate-
ments made by them with which we con-
stantly have to reckon. QOne of thesc,
heard very often, is, * /o does worship
the old Lord of IHeaven?” Hearing this

we are naturally desirous of ascertairing

who this old Lord of Heaven is. In this
the hearers give but little help. Thrcey
frankly tell us that they do not think on
Of those

who attempt an answer the great ma-

such matters and cannot tell.

jority say, “Is not Clang yu Huang the
old Lord ot Heaven?” The person
here referred to was a man of some note
born in the Hasn dynasty who for
some reason had been regarded as one
of the greatest of the Chinese deities.
IFrom such a statement we can go on
easily to speak of the One true Lord
who is over heaven and earth.  Another
statement frequently used is, ** Z/e wwor-
ship of Heaven and earth ts of the great-
est importance.” At times after a Chi-
nese has iistened patiently to the Chris-
tian teacher he says * He Las been ex-
horting us to worship Heaven and earth.”
This topic too can be so discussed as to
lead up to that being whose glory is de-
clared by the Heavens, and whose handy
work the firmament sheweth. From this
as text we speak to them of the “living
God who made Heaven and ecarth, the
sea and all things that are therein.” It
is He who gives the Chinese also rain
from Heaven and iruitful seasons, filling
their hearts with food and gladness, and
now exhorting them to turn from dead
idols to Himself the living God. The
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Chiuese believe in preparing good works,
and tell us “ Men ought to do good”
They take for granted that to do good is
one of the easiest tasks in the world. It
surprises them to be told that it is those
who are good who can dov good. Doing
goud with them consists in going to the
temple, burning incense, and bowing be-
fore the idol. To do thatis easy ; but
to love God with ail the heart, to forgive
enemies, to abstain from evil and con-
stantly speak the truth, these forms of
doing good are uncommon among them.
We preach to them a Saviour *Who
went about doing good, and healing all
that were oppressed of the devil. Be-
ing good he performed good works. He
can make us good, then we too can go
about doing good toall men. At times
the remark is made, © Z/ereis one way
Jor all under Heaven.” Cnfortunately
the Chinese limit “all under Heaven”
to their own Empire. Taking the words
in their wider sense we accept them
fully, and endeavour to show that there
is but one God in Heaven, one Sun
shining for all under Heaven, and but
one way whereby we can reach Heaven.
Belicving that * there is none other
name under Heaven given among men,
whereby we must be saved,” we make
known to them the Savi ur and plead
with them to look to Him and be saved,
for He is God and there is no other
Saviour. Dealing with the subject of
death the prevalent belsef seems lo be that
deatk ends all, or as they say, ** If it does

9

not end all who knows anything about
77" Here the direct teaching of our
blessed Redeemer on this mysterious
subject comes in and contrasts strangely
with that of their sages and worthies.
Confucius could only say, ‘ No? lnow-
ing life, how can I know death 1™ Jesus
said, “ Z am the resarrection and the life -
he that believeth in me, though he were
dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever
liveth and believeth in me shall never
die.”  We pui the Sage’s ignorance op-
posite the Saviour’s knowledge. The
Chinaman says, * IWio does not fear
death 2°¢; the Christian says, QG death,
where is thy sting? O grave, where is
thy victory? But thanks be to God,
who giveth us the victory, through our
Lord Jesus Christ.” Other topics re-
cently talked about, and also suggested
by their own remarks, were the follow-
ing: * Sages and the Saviour,” *‘Ialse
gods and the true God,” “Good and
bad customs,” ““\What purpose does the
tempter scrve??; “Jesus our middle
man with God”; * Jesus our guide”;
“The God whom Jesus makes known
to us”; * True happiness and how to
obtain it 7 ; * Earthly parents and the
Heavenly Father”; “£ods names”;
and “ Conscience God’s voice in man’s
breast.” The Chinese are fond of illus-
trations and those are used freely to
make the truth stated more clear to
them. Our native helper quotes freely
from the Chinese classics but seldom
uses a verse of Scripture to clinch his

o .o
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teaching. Dissent on the part of our
hearers from the teaching given is some-
what unusual.  Hearty assent is just as
rare.  Meaningless complimentary re-
marks are common.  We are feeling our
way along among them and adopting
our teaching to the capacity and needs
of our many hcarers.

6. Osdinary Iucidents. Canadian
readers may be somewhat anxious to
lind out how our audiences in Hsin Chen
act while we are speaking to them.  To
understand this matter from all sides it
would be nzcessary to see our Chinese
hearers  occasionally in the  chapel.
Though 1 have seen them scores of
times it is by no means casy to describe
ordinary chapel incidents accurately, and
must leave nota littde to the imagination
of thereader.  Of course men come and
go while we are speaking. That gi\"es
no trouble. ‘There are however some
peculiar scenes.

speaking and a blind man comes up,

The foreigner is busy

bends his head forward, and calls atten-
tion to his eyeballs. This man is not
long gone when another man comes and
unbuttons his upper garments to give us
to see some sorc on hisbody At other
times when busy talking in the hall, the
small boys on the street shout out vig-
orously, “foreign devil.” Theaudience
may not be verylarge and suddenly aman
jumps up calling out “fson, fsom,” ** let
us go, let us go,” and immediately five or
six persons make their exit.  An iwpor
tant Christian truth is falling from the

PHE PRESEYTERLIN COLFGE JOURNL.

Christian’s lips, and one of the most nr-
relevant in the extensive vocabulary of
Chinese questions is put to him by a
hearer, almost before he is through.
There is quite a large number inside,
when, suddenly, the discordant voices
of two quarrelsoie Chinamen are heard
in aitercation on the stieet, and with ¢x-
traordinary rapidity the hall is cleared of
its occupants. Perhaps the speaker is
urging his hearers to abandon evil cus-
toms when a Chinese gets up and offers
him a smoke. We believe in a God
who has no respect of persons and make
A Chinese
teacher looks in at the door, sces that

known to man His love.

our hearers are peasants, puts on his
most supercilious smile and moves
proudiy along. The God we make known
is not the kind of being he wants to love
orserve. We may be endeavoring to
draw attention to the priceless value of
the salvation which Jesus has purchased
and now offers freely to all men, whena
hearer starts up and says he must go
having important business on hand.
Only a few days ago I was speaking on
the happiness which faith in Christ gives
to Ledievers, and asked a man in front
of me to what he looked for happiness,
when he frankly replied by turning cur
altention to one of the most degrading
vices in Satan’s long list.  Many in the
audience scemed to applaud him. A
caricaturist would often get scenes worth
delincating in our chapel. Some are so

ludicrous that any altempt lo preserve
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one’s gravity would be useless. It
strikes a foreigner as somewhat strange
at first, but time wears off that feeling.
We must be prepared for al kinds of
experiences with the Chinese. 1If we
are to succeed in teaching them Divine
truth they will exhibit many of their
characteristics while learning God’s les-
sons.

7. Results. The aim of this paper is
to draw attention to the material we
have to work on in China not to indi-
cate results. It deals with the work
done here during the greater part of the
current year only, so that there is little
to speak of in the way of results. Our
presence here is pretty widely known by
this time. The gospel we preach is a
topic to jest about with certain persons.
It has ¢z .ed forth vehement indignation
in our presence on more than one occa-
sion. Certain classes of persons seem
a little uncomfortable whiie listening to
it. It has awakened a measure of
interest in some minds. Large numbers
of persons have listened with a fair
degree of attention at various times. So
far we know of no definite case of con-
viction of sin and no cont rsion. Men
in this region are now getting familiar
with the name and work of Jesus of
Nazareth. His gospel is prompting
inquiry regarding the benefits derived
from it by individuals and communities
in other lands. We have been giving a
Christian application to many sayings
common among the Chinese, There

Hsin Chen, Honan.

are many who have heard the truth re-
garding idols and the truth as it is in
Jesus preached here during the past few
months. During the past month three
different persons have been in, who came
on several occasions desiring to hear the
Christian doctrine fully explained. We
have had the joy of welcoming into the
Church on profession of faith, two men
who were led to look to Jesus while Dr.
Smith and Mr. Goforth were in Honan
on a tour over two years ago. One of
these men has testified courageously for
his Saviour hefore his countrymen here
during the past week. While tangible
results are few, there is much to make
us hepeful. We are engaged in God’s
work ; His truth gives light and dispels
error ; His law is perfect and converts
the soul; His testimony is sure and
makes wise the simple ; His statutes are
right and do rejoice the heart ; His com-
mandment 1s pure, enlightening the
eyes. Qur trust is in Him ; ourstrength
and sufficiency are from Him. He will
honour His own truth and yet save
many souls in this dark province. Let
Christians in Canada wrestle with Him
for the blessing, and they will rejoice
with us in knowing that many persons
have been translated into the light and
liberty of His children here. Ve work
for this and pray daily for its accom-
plishment. We know that a time of
blessing will come when the children of
God all unite in believing prayer for the
fulfilment of God’s promises.
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JOHN GEDDIE.

¢4 ISSIONARY Life among the

Cannibals,” by the Rev.
George Patterson, D. D., is a faithful
biography of the first Presbyterian Mis-
sionary from Canada, which it would be
well for every member of our church to
read. Its detailed account of the strug-
gles of the infant church 6f Nova Scotia
to send the gospel abroad, the insight it
gives into the remarkable personality of
Dr. Geddie, and its appreciative descrip-
tion of his self-denying work, all make the
volume a most entertaining aand inspiring
narrative.

John Geddie was born in Banfl, Scot-
land, on the 1oth of April, 1815. His
parents emigrated to Pictou, N. S, the
following year. With the view of pre-
paring for the ministry, he attended the
GrammarSchool and Academy of Pictou;
and studied Theology under the Rev. Dr.
McCulloch, then the only Professor of
the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia.
During his College course he manifested
conscientious diligence but no remark-
able intellectual ability. When only
twenty-two years of age, he was licensed
to preach the gospel by the Presbytery of
Pictou In the following year he was
ordained as minister of the congregation
of Cavendish and New London, P. E. L.
After a seven years’ successful pastorate

he was appointeq as wmissionary to New

Caledonia. He sailed in 1847 and
settled, for reasons which we need not
mention, in the island of Aneityum in
the New Hebrides group. He labored
there for fourteen years before his visit
home in 1863, when he was fittingly
honored by the Church and received, as
a recognitionof his great work, the degree
of Doctor of Divinity from Queen’s
Univers:t, Kingston.  Eight years more
he labored on Aneityum—making his
missionary life one of 22 years—and he
died in Australia in 1872.

His character is well worthy of note.
The temperament of young Geddie is
strikingly similar in many respects to
that of Cowper. Like the poet, he
cowered before the glances of his stern
master in school, and timidly shrank
from the boisterous sports of his com
panions on the play ground. There
also seems to have been in him an entire
absence of that self-reliance which is
generally regarded as essential to great
achievements ; and he clung with some-
thing of an effeminate attachment to his
older sister or some intimate companion.
Of atimid sensitive nature, he was per-
haps the iast boy in the school whom
one would expect to develop into the
heroic  man--courageous  envugh  to
throw himself, alone and unarmed, into

the widst of fierce cannibal savages,
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After appearing in public or assuming
any great responsibility in later life, like
Cowper he was subject to deép depres-
sion. This is seen notably in the period
of spiritual darkness and physical illness
which followed his licensure to preach,
when his mind was overwhelmed by a
sense of the responsibility which was laid
upon him and sore doubts as to his per-
sonal qualifications. Vet Geddi~ was a
man of strong determination—of per-
sistence in adhering to a purpose,
Though physically a coward, he had
great moral courage ; gentle as a child,
he was characterized by an ever-active
zeal; ever under-rating his intellectual
ability, yet he neverlost confidence that
he was fitted by God for work among the
heathen. His life may be taken as a
striking rebuke of the modern gospel of
self-reliance ; it seems to have been his
mistrust of self, both intellectually and
morally, which led him to rely so im-
plicitly on Divine strength and ever to
manifest that higher faith which removes
mountains. Whatever Geddie might
have achieved in other spheres of life, it
would be difficult to say; but as a mis-
sionary to savage people, his equal has
seldom appecared in the church. His
zeal and energy, his ingenuity in sur-
mounting difficulties, his tact in winning
the confidence of the natives and in en-
listing their help in his undertakings, his
genius for mechanical pursuits, the
readiness with which he could master a

foreign language, his ability as a trans-
lator in making his renderings clear,
simple and idiomatic, his willingness to
endure hardship for the sake of the
gospel, his strong faith in God, his habit
of looking on the bright side of his work,
—-all qualified him eminently for the
work—difficult and discouraging—of a
pioneer missionary to barbarous tribes.
Like many other great men of history, he
seems to have been raised up by Godand
specially fitted for the very work which
he did and did so well.

In reading Geddie’s life we find that
he did not wait to be a missionary until
he received his appointment to the South
Seas. He was the moving spirit in per-
suading the Church of Nova Scotia to
pledge herself to the support of 2 Foreign
Missionary. Howearlyinlifeheconceived
the idea of going abroad he could not
himself have said ; so far as he could re-
member the desire was always with him.
When a mere child, having been pre-
served from very severe illness, he was
dedicated by his pious parents to preach
the gospel to the heathen if God saw fit ;
but he himself was never told of this till
after his appointment. But his parents
ever pressed upon his attention the
claims of the heathen world upon the
Christian church and placed in his way
the publications of the L.ondon Mission-
ary Society and good biography which
formed the chief part of his reading in
boyhood. He thus in early life became
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acquainted witn missionary effort ; and
especially was his youthful imagination
fired by the intelligence which was
coming time after time of the triumphs
of the gospel on Tahiti and other en-
chanting Islands of Polynesia. He thus
imbibed the missionary spirit, likely be-
fore he had any conception of the
spiritual importance of the work. During
his studies in Theology, however, these
desires of engaging in foreign work,
which bhad for years been floating in his
mind as vague wishes or hopeful fancies,
crystallized into a purpose which nothing
could afterwards shake.

An incident connected with his licen-
sure is of historic interest. An aged
father requested that his dissent be
marked in the minutes against licensing
Geddie and another candidate to preach.
The question of a native trained ministry
was one about which a fierce controversy
had raged for years, and this dissent was
one of the latest expressions of this pre-
judice in the church courts. For years
afterwards, however, the fathers of the
church, attributing such virtues to Scot-
tish training or Scottish birth or thelay-
ing on of Scottish hands often treated
with lack of sympathy, if not public
ridicule, the young men who were born
and trained in America. Dr. Patterson
has mentioned this incident in connec-
tion with Geddie, simply as an ‘““anti-
quarian curiosity in ecclesiastical senti-
ment.”

The year after his licensure, he settled
in Cavendish, P. E. 1., thinking that a few
years experience in the Home Field
might fit him better for service abroad
and also hoping that the church of Nova
Scotia would soon see her way clear to
support a Foreign Missionary and that he
might thus receive an appointment with-
out severing his connection with the
church of his affection. During his
pastorate, his deep interest in Foreign
Missions in no way lessened but rather
intensified his zeal in the work at home.
He served his Congregation and Presby-
tery so faithfully as to win the affection-
ate esteem of all the church; and his
fellow-presbyters who knew him in-
timately were nearly the only ones in the
Synod who never had the slightest doubt
as to his qualifications for Foreign work.
At his solicitation, Bible and Missionary
Societies were formed in all the Con-
gregations of the Island ; and their first
united contribution was to the London
Missionary Society in 1840, consisting of
less than ninety dollars. That seems a
very paltry sum ; but in proportion to the
circumstances of the people it shows as
great liberality as their much larger con-
tributions now. Thus was a modest be-
ginning made in Canada in supporting
missionaries to the heathen ; but the idea
of the church of Nova Scotia herself oc-
cupying a Mission Field or even support-
ing a missionary of her own, had never
perhaps sericusly entered the minds of

T
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two men in the church. But it was in
Geddie’s mind ; and he soon made it
known. But the majority regarded the
idea as quite chimerical ; his friends even
received the proposal with a smile of in-
credulity ; and all looked upon the thing
as at present, at least, utterly impractica-
ble. And no wonder. The church of
Nova Scotia had only 30 congregations
and about 5,000 members. With the
exception of the Moravians, no church
so small had ever undertaken a mission
tothe heathen. The congregations were
largely in rural districts, none of them
wealthy, some struggling. There was
very little money in circulation; only one
minister’s salary amounted to8oo Goiiars.
Nearly every congregation was in arrears,
some of them largely so ; and there were
several fields at home calling for helpin
the shape of money and men and to this
call the church was powerless to respond.
Great efforts, comparatively speaking,
bad also been required during the pre-
vious years to maintain an educational
institution for the training of a native
ministry. It is no wonder therefore that
the idea of Geddie was looked upon as
visionary. But the masterly way in
which he combtated every objection, and
the calm persistent earnestness with
which he pressed his views, gained him a
few sympathizers. Among the first of
these was my grandfather, Dr. Keir,
afterwards professor of Theology to the
Synod. In his frequent intercourse with

Geddie, whose congregation adjoined his
own, he was led to believe that the plan
was practicable, and he lent his influence
to educate the church to that idea.
During the winter of 1843, Geddie pub-
lished a series of letters in the Presby-
Zerian Banner, then the organ of the
church, setting forth the claims of the
heathen upon the church, trying to shuw
that the Church of Nova Scotia might
and should engage in missionary effort
in some field, and combating the argu-
ments which might be adduced against
such an undertaking. As a result, in
order to test thefeelingof the church,and,
if possible, to lead her to unite her ener-
gies in the work, it was agreed that an
overture should be introduced intoSynod
urging that immediate steps be taken to
engage in a mission to some part of the
heathen world.

Here I may mention what is regarded
as the most important service rendered
by Geddie to the church, namely, that
he first worked up the idea that a colonial
church might and should engage in
Foreign Missions. Until this time, the
churches generally in the British Col-
onies, far from thinking of sending mis-
sionaries abroad, were sgeking aid for
their own work from their brethren in
other lands. Ina few cases, it is true,
small missionary contributions had been
sent by the Church of Nova Scotia to
other Societies, and during Mr. Geddie’s
advocacy of Foreign Missions the Bap-
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tists of Nova Scotia sent Mr. Burpe to
Burmah—the first foreign missionary
from a British Colony ; but to Geddie
belongs the credit of flrst working up a
colonial church to undertake all the
responsibility of a Mission of her own.
We all know something of how the flame
of missionary enthusiasm, kindled by
him, spread to other churches ; and Dr.
Patterson cannot be far astray when he
says that Geddie did for the churches of
the British Colonies as a whole what
Carey did for the churches in England
and Mills and his fellow student for those
in America,

At the Synod of 1843, the overture was
brought up. That it was scarcely deemed

worthy of serious consideration is evident

from the facts that it only came up at the
last sitting, that without debate it was
sent down to Presbyteries with instruc-
tions to report thereon at the next meet-
ing, and that the church organ in its re-
port of the meeting never so much as
mentioned that the subject of Foreign
Missions had been before the Synod.
‘But the supporters of the scheme
would not allow the matter torest. The
Presbytery of Prince Edward Island
being canvassed pledged itself for 250
dollars a year for an indefinite time.
Next year the reports of the three Pres-
byteries—for there were only three-—
were received. Truro advised the find-
ing out how much the church would
guarantee for such work. Pictou would

not recommend the adoption of the over-
ture. Prince Edward Island alone re-
commended the Synod to endeavor to
maintain one or more missionaries
abroad. Discussion ensued on two
motions,—one that the overture be
adopted and carried into effect as far as
practicableand favoring the appointment
of a Foreign Mission Board for this pur-
pose ; the other favoring the sending of
contributions as formerly to other socie-
ties. We must bear in mind that this
opposition to the appointment of a
Board did not imply opposition to
Foreign Missions in themselves. None
questioned the propriety of Foreign Mis-
sions ; perhaps there was no man in the
Synod who did not sympathize heartily
with such—for were not the ministersin
Nova Scotia themselves as a rule foreign
missionaries? But when they considered
that their church had few more than
5,000 members ; that more than one con-
gregation had the year previously'paid
less than zoo dollars for the support of
their own ministers ; that many parts of
their own field were in need of menand
money ; we cannot wonder that some of
the wisest men in the church shrank
from the undertaking recommended in
the overture. 1t was simply under the
circumstances of their own church that
many opposed the sending of a mission-
aty, and a few the doing anything for
foreign work. They supported their
arguments by Scripture ; and one mem-

—
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ber of Synod read the account of Paul at
Antioch in Pisidia, turning to the Gen-
tiles, not to prove our duty to go to the
Gentiles, but to show that as the people
of Nova Scotia had not rejected the
gospel, we ought not to send it abroad !
Mr. Geddie combated every form of the
opposition ; and every argument he used
in favor of the overture was afterwards
amply justified by the results. The vote
was carried—zo0 to 14—in favor of the
enterprise. The Board was instructed
to seek the co-operativn of the whole
church, to ascertain the most suitable
field for work and t-) negotiate with candi-
dates. At the Synod of 1845 there was
repnrted the sum of 720 dollars as
guaranteed whichwith the previous year’s
contribution amounted to 10co dollars.
It is interesting to know that among the
members of this First Foreign Mission
Committee of our church, of which Dr.
Keir was convener, we see the name of
J. W. (now Sir Wm.) Dawson, whose
devotedness to natural science has never
lessened his sympathy for Missions. He
was one of the leading young men in this
movement, and a couple of years ago he
expressed in our Convocation Hall his
warm appreciation of Geddie’s character
and labors and the great benefit which
resulted to the Home Church by her
strenuous efforts to send a man abroad.

When the Board for a variety of reasons
had decided on New Caledonia, in East-
ern Polynesia, as the field for work, the

question of a man next came before
them. Although Geddie had been the
life of the mcovement hitherto, yet he had
steadily kept his own name in the back-
ground. Only to his intimate friends
had he entrusted hisintention. He now
came forward with the tender of his ser-
vices and was unanimously and cordially
elected. He was accordingly released
from his pastoral charge and instructed
to spend the winter of 1846 in Nova
Scotia, lecturing and preaching on behalf
of the Mission. He did so with mingled
results. In some cases prejudice gave
way to sympathy, but in others he was
greeted with contemptuous indifference
and too often with determined hostility.
The opposition unfortunately became
personal. Strong exceptions were taken
to his qualifications, both bodily and
mental ; and one venerated Father of the
church wrote against the undertaking in
the public press saying that in all the
church he did not know a more unsuit-
able person thanMr.Geddie; that except
zeal, which is the lowest of all, he did not
possess one qualification for the work.
This Father and many others who op-
posed Geddie at that time afterwards be-
came his earnest supporters and warm
personal friends. The duty of self-
defence, trying enough to any person of
ordinary feeling, must have been pecu-
liarly painful to a man of Geddie’s sensi-
tive and modest nature. He could ¢nly
say that if a more suitable man would
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offer his services he always had been and
still was willing to withdraw ; that he had
not volunteered until he had consulted
his brethren who knew him best and had
received from them expressions of entire
approval ; that the work among simple
ignorant tribes did not require the same
mental gifts and acquirements as that
among the more acute and civilized races
of the East; that he thought he had some
qualifications for the work but if the
board or church did not approve of him
or preferred another, he was ready to
retire. The matter was thoroughly dis-
cussed in the Synod ; and the choice of
the Board was almost unanimously rati-
fied. The funds of the church had now
so increased that the Bozrd was able to
send a companion with Mr. Geddie.

They sailed from Boston for the Sand-
wich Islands on a small brig. This
journey, which by the present route
gfa San Francisco is, I suppose, only
about 5,0co miles and with modern
facilities for travel could be accom-
plished perhaps in half a month, was
at'that time made »/e Cape Horn, and
occupied nearly six months, the distance
sailed being 19,000 miles. From there
they obtained passage to the Samoan
Islands, where they stayed for five
months learning the language before
going to Ancityum, which is one of the
New Hebrides group 2. out 1,500 miles
from Australia.

Unlike the others, this Island is
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mountainous. On it are still appear-
The soil
producing luxuriantly the

common vegetable productions of tropi-

ances of extinct volcanoes.
is fertile,

cal climes; the climate a perpetual sum-
The inhabitants are a mixture
of the Negro and Malay Races.
customs prevailed among the people

wmer.

Singular

when Geddie went there, e.g., cutting
enormous holes in the ears, the men fill-
ing these with tortoise-shell rings, the
women wearing flowers instead ; boring
the cartilaginous division of the nose and
inserting horizontally pieces of wood,
giving the nose a broad and flattered ap-
pearance ; painting the face black and
red in any variety of ways according to
individual fancies. The inhabitants gave
indications of a fair amount of intellec-
tual activity. They had historical tradi-
tions and a mythology which was in-
genmous.  They could express their
thoughts in a humorous manner and
often in figures of speech. Like most
rude tribes, they showed that cultivation
of the powers of observation which ren-
dered them in their own sphere so supe-
rior to ci;vilized men. They could re-
cognize every footprint they saw, and of
every pig or fow: they could name the
owner. They also displayed much quick-
ness in the discernment of character, in
reading the countenances, and pene-
trating the motives of others. Their
houses were rude huts; their common
food vegetable; their beverage pure water

.
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or the juice of the cocoa-nut. The
female sex was sadly despised and
trampled on, the words wife, servant and
slave being interchangeable. Domestic
life was unknown ; infanticide, especially
in the case of females, was very common.
Strangulation of widows and children un-
able to take care of themselves was very
prevalent in Aneityurn; so that when Dr.
Geddie went there, an old woman was
not to be seen. Cannibalism was also
much practised, and the savages had no
hesitation in pronouncing human flesh
as the most savory of animal food Their
moral degradation at the time is faith-
fully described in the first chapter of
Romans.

Their objects of worship were Nat-
masses or Gods of War, and inanimate
objects and living creatures. The chief
Natmass of Aneityum was Neugerain,
their tradition was that Neugerain was
out fishing one day, and feeling some-
thing at his hook drew it up and lo the
Island! who found the Island and
formed the inbabitants. Their tradition
of the fall assumed this form :—This
Neugerain had a shell like a tortoise, and
having left it behind him once on going
to a distance, his children found it,
pierced it and afterward burned it and for
this were doomed to die. Their idols
were made of stone or wood. They
worshipped a creature something be-
tween our eel and aserpent. They paid

divine honors to the Sun and Moon
which were regarded as man and wife
and which were supposéd formerly to
have lived on the earth.

The belief in a future state was univer-
sal among these natives. They supposed
that after death the spirit took its de-
parture to the invisible world. A spot
was pointed out, evidently the crater of
an extinct volcano, through the centre of
which all spirits good and bad alike were
supposed to descend, to their eternal
abodes beneath. Different habitations
were supposed to be assigned to the good
and evil in the other world. The evil,
when they reached the land of darkness,
were seized by a great Natmass, who
lacerated them with rough, sharp stones,
inflicting indescribable pain.  Their
food also in that unhappy region was
supposed to be scanty and loathsome.
The good, on the other hand, were taken
to a sensual paradise where they might
feast themselves on pigs, bananas and all
sorts of food to their hearts’ content.
The distinction among these people be-
tween right and wrong was so dim that
Geddie found it difficult to ascertain the
ground of this distinction of destiny It
was largely arbitrary and varied in
diiferent Islands. The class,however,so
far as could be made out, for whom re-
tribution was most certain were the
stingy and murderers, properly so called.
One missionary reports that the ¢haracs
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ter, who was regarded on his Island as
without any hope of escaping righteous
judgment, was the dackelor !

Dr. Patterson gives a detailed account
of Geddie’s experiences in Aneityum.
The first chapters of that experience are
sad reading. There we find the difficul-
ties he encountered and the risks of his
life which he often ran in overcoming
We have
on Aneityum, too, the same sad story as

the prejudices of the natives.

we hear from India and the coasts of
" China and every other Mission station
where the mercenary trader has followed
the benevolent missionary. The white
men engaged in the sandal-wood busi-
ness, indignant at Geddie for rebuking
their licentiousness, did all in their power
to ruin his work and to drive him from
the Island. A heavy blow was dealt
against the Mission in its second year in
the unfortunate fall into sin of his fellow-
laborer. Then for three lonely years Mr.
Ceddie was left to carry on the work him-
self, because of a misunderstanding with
the Mission Board—a misunderstanding
brought aboutbyhisunjustifiable perhaps
and yet very pardonable conduct in con-
cealing part of the truth from the Home
Church in order to save the reputation
of his fellow-worker, to spare the feelings
of his friends and to prevent the aliena-
tion of sympathy from the Mission.
When he was at last compelled to make
a full confession of the affair, he was im-
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mediately restored to the confidence of
the home church. The tide then began
to turn and the rest of the history is
made up largely of a succession of gospel
triumphs.

When Dr. Geddie went to Aneityum,
the people were wholly given to idolatry;
but when 15 years later owing to feeble
health he decided to visit Nova Scotia
and wished to bring with him some
specimens of the old idols, he could find
on the whole Island no trace of such;
there was no God worshipped by the
people then but the God who made
heaven and earth. The whole popula-
tion—then more than 3,5c0-—had been
led to embrace Christianity.

In the January Journal Dr. Paton told
us something of the results of Geddie’s
labors, namely, that heathen practices
were abolished, churches and schools
built, family worship established morn-
ing and evening in every household,
God’s blessing asked on meals, and Sun-
day observed as a day of rest sacred to
the worship of God. The converts on
Aneityum have since sent out about 150
of their best and ablest men and women
as teachers to adjoining heathen islands,
to help in giving them the gospel, the
payment of these native helpers being
only 30 dollars a year. By cuitivating
and manufacturing  arrow-root, the
Aneityumese have down to this date paid
6,000 dollars for printing the complete
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bible in their language, as translated by
their missionaries ; and by their arrow-
root some years they have been able to
give over $1,000 in support of the gospel.
What a marvelous change! What a
work to have been accomplished with
God’s blessing by the unpromising Cana-
dian minister !

Perhaps the most eloquent tribute

Prestyterian College, Montreal.

ever paid to the work of Geddie is the
inscription on the tablet prepared to his
memor; by his converts and placed be-
hind the pulpit of the church at Anal-
cauhat, Aneityum, in which he so often
preached: “When he came herein 1848
there were no Christians ; and when he
left in 1872 there were no heathen.”

D. J. FRASER.
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—

A PICTURE.:

Within the cup
Of a white tulip-flower a honey bee
Lay silent, her swift wings sunk low in
death,
Who with incessant hum thro’ the rich

morn

Had winged her busy course amid the
blooms,

From stern to stern,—here, there, and
everywhere.

The lily’s sweet perfume breathed over
her;

The jasmine yielded her its nectar'd
store,

And every bud dropped riches on her

" wings;

Till with bright noon she fainted and lay
down

In the still hush of death, enwrapped
within

The tulip-cup, which drew its ivory folds

Softly about her head ; while ali around

Mosses of perfumed plants their incense
breathed

Cambridge.

In sweetest odours. A gay butterfly,

Flitting on gold-tipped wing, pressed idly
down

The pink lip of the swaying chalice,
then,

Affrighted, fled. Anon, a tiny ant

Clambering the tulips stern, peeped in
between

The waxy petals, and with bated breath

Returning, told her sisters. So, from
bour

To hour, thro’ the long sunny afternocon

The insects paid their tribute to the
dead,

The flowers waved their tiny censers
round

The tulip-t >mb ; and whispering zephyrs
crooned

A requieum lullaby ; till darkness fell

And the fair flower, covering up the bee,

Closed its pale petals, and the two went
down

To death, clasped in each others arms
together.

—R. MacDouGaLL. '
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OtTAwa, Sept. 1gth.—A sad story is re-
ported from the Upper Gatineau as having hap-
pened a week ago. A farmer named Roberts,
with his wife and one child resides a few miles
above Desert Village. Some time in the early
part of last week he started in the morning to
do some work on a clearance a short distance
from the house, and was followed an hour or
two later by his little four-year-old son. Rob-

NOT LOST, BUT

*Twas proclaimed by the angels one
morping,

That a child on the earth afar,

Was hastening on to the glory

That shone from the gates ajar ;

And a band of children came tripping,

With faces all radiant and fair,

To behold through the portal a brother,

Approaching the golden stair—

Such a pitiful, lone little brother

Approaching the golden stair.

The child in seeking his father,

Had wandered from home afar,

But his eye in the midst of his weeping,
Caught the light from the gates ajar;
And the angel band at the portal,

With welcomings filled the air,

To comfort a lost little brother
Approaching the golden stair—

To banish his fears and his sorrows,

As he trudged to the golden stair.

eits coming home to his dinner without the
child, the mother inquired after him, and was
told that he had not been seen. Search was
continued all that day, the neighbors joining in,
but without success, and it was not until five
days afterward that the poor little fellow was
found in the bush about two miles distant sit-
ting at the foot of a tree dead.—Daily Witness.

SAFELY HOME.

And afraid lest their thronging should
hinder,

The splendour from shining afar,

They lifted wide open the portal

Of the beautiful gates ajar ;

And away in the pathless forest,

Was pillowed a face so fair,

Atthespot where the angels had planted,
The foot of the golden stair—

For a perishing child they had planted,
The foot of the golden stair.

Then upward the spirit ascended,
Through the radiance that shone afar,
Till caught in their loving embraces
The portal was drawn ajar;

And there followed resplendent reflec-
tions,

Like flashings of light in-the air,

As the’angels labored in placing

For another the golden stair—

As they laboured in carefully placing
For some other the golden stair.

M. H. Scort.

et e o e e s e o v —




Partie Srancaise.

—

BERANGER

AU POINT DE VUE MORALE ET RELIGIEUX.

AMARTINE racontedansson cours
familier de littérature que vers P'an
1856, on pouvait voir assez souvent deux
hommes agés, 1'un de dix ans plus que
Pautre, s'acheminer, frcognito, vers la
banlieu de Paris pour faire de longues
promenades. Ces deux hommes Yun le
chantre d’Elvire et l'autre de Lizette,
I'un le grand poéte des Méditations, des
Harmonies, Pauteur des Girondins ;
P’autre le poéte de chansons populaires
et politiques, P'auteur du “ Dieu des
bonnes gens,” du roi d’Ivetot, et de
*Alliance des peuples.” Ces deux gé-
nies si difi€rents dont la muse de I'un
semble ne vibrer qu'au souffle des cho-
ses célestes, et celle de I'autre quaux voix
de Ia terre, le sont encore davantage au
point de vue moral et religieux. Lamar-
tine met toute sa religion, toute sa mo-
raie, toute sa personnalité au dehors. En
vers magnifiques, harmonieux, sonores,
il jette ses pensées, ses sentiments, son
adoration par toute la nature, et cette
dernitre s'adresse 2 un Dieu aussi vague
que son culte etsa morale. C'est le poéte
des notes personnelles et des confider-
ces. Il se sent méme comme obligé de
nous faire entendre quil n'est pas au
fond tout 2 fait aussi religieux que cela.

Chez Béranger c’est tout le contraire, ce
qu'il met au dehors c’est son irréligion,
c’est un persifflage de la religion de son
entourage, cette manitre leste de tourner
en ridicule, ce qui touche de si prés au
dogme et 2 la morale et qui a Iair de
justifier toutes les frivolités et toutes les
licenses mondaines. Quand on le lui re-
proche, il ose pourtant s'en défendre,
disant qu’il a écrit ces choses pour les
autres, insinue qu’il est plus sérieux qu'il
ne parait 'étre, qu’au fond de son étre il
croit a2 la moralité et 2 Dieu ; mais cache
cette conviction 13, 'enveloppe d’obscu-
rité, comme sa propre existence, ne lui
permet de se trahir que par des actes de
bienfaisance, et ne rayonne que sur la
fiv de sa vie, comme j'aurai lieu de le
montrer. Les deux vieillards se prome-
najent tétes baissées, les épaules un peu
courbées; ces tétes grises et chauves
agitaient surtout le vaste probléme de la
destinée humaine, de Pimmortalité au-
dela de ce monde; quant 3 eux Yimmor-
talité était assurée pour ici-bas. Qui donc,
ne vondrait pas savoir ce qu'ils se di-
saient ainsi a voix basse ?

Pierre Jean de Béranger est né 2 Paris
en 1780, au sein de la classe moyenne.
Son pire qui y émit banquier, ayant
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dissipé sa fortune en luttes politiques,
parait-il, se sépara de sa jeune femme
apres six mois de mariage, ce qui fit que
Béranger vint au monde dans la maison
de son grand pire maternel.
Dans ce Paris plein d’or et de miscre,
En I'an de Christ dix-sept cent quatre-vingt
Chez un tailleur, mon pauvre et vieux grand
pere,
Moi, nouveau né, sachez ce qu'il m’advint.
Ce grand petre lui voua une grande
affection, avec la faiblesse ordinaire des
grands parents qui sentent peut-€tre
qu'lls ont assez lutté autrefois avec Ien-
fance. Pendant que le pdre et la mere
courait chacun de leur coté apres la
fortune, ou du moins apres les moyens
d’une existence convenable, le pauvre
enfant envoyé 2 la campagne dabord,
puis rappelé a Paris pour un temps,
était Strangement négligé, presque aban-
donné A lui-méme, sans éducation et a
peu prés sans instruction. A l'age de dix
ans, chétif, fluet, timide, il arrive aupris
d’une tante A Péronne, ot il fut un peu
mieux tenu, mais ou il dut étre gargon
d’auberge. Pourtant ce gargon appelé a
rincer les vers et les pots, A servir des
buveurs, on ne sait trop par quel hazard
étrange &t un vrai descendant des
croisés—il descendait des anciens com-
tes de Provence, si célebres dans les
chants des troubadours. Son arbregéné-
alogique était tenu parfaitement par le
triste ptre qui se conduisit d’'une fagon
peu noble. Aussi le fils, poéte populaire,
qui n’a d’admiration que pour la nobles-

se de l'ime, ne se géne pas de dire:

*‘Non, d'aucun chevalier, je n’ai le brevet sur
Vélin,

Je ne sais qu'aimer ma patrie, je suis vilain,
tres vilain,

1l voulait rester peuple, et se moquait
lestement de ces parchemins que tant
d’autres auraient prisés si fort.

Pendant qu'il était garcon d’auberge,
sachant encore A peine lire, il ne voulait
point apprendre le catéchisme, mais en
cachette il dévorait les écrits de Voltai-
re. Cela cxplique la question faite a sa
tante sur lefficacité de P'eau bénite,
aprds étre revenu i sa connaissance lors
du coup de foudre qui l'avait presque
tué. Il s..rtit de chez ceite bonne tante
pour entrer en apprentissage chez un
imprimeur. Ce seul fait, comme chez
Franklin, auquel il resemble par plus
d’un trait, exerca une grande influence
sur sa vie. Apres v avoir essayé quelques
compositions, il fut rappelé a Paris par
son pere qui se trouvait un peu mieux
dans ses affaires. Au bout de peu de
temps abandonné de nouveau par son
ptre, qui n'avait plus de ressources suf-
fisantes pour Ventretenir, Béranger tom-
ba dans la mistre, et avec elle dans le
désc:uvrement. S%tant assez longtemps
essayé 2 faire des vers réguliers 2 1'ins-
tar de Racine, les vers plus libres en ap-
parence de Lafontaine finirent par le
séduire. Clest alors que sa muse com-
menga, pour le consoler, & lui faire bé&
gayer ses refrains au son des fanfares
wilitaires, et des inspirations de 'amour.
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Vivement attir€ et bouleversé par deux
amours, un seul, celui de la patrie
resta toujours pur. L’autre, hélas, était
de son temps. Ce mot explique sans jus-
tifier et sa conduite d’alots, et beaucoup
de ses chansons dont plusieurs sont
grivoises, immorales et irréligieuses. Et,
pourtant, a travers tout cela il y a une
fraicheur d’inspiration, un parfum de
reseda, une netteté d’expression qui vous
fait pressentir que ce grand talent n’en
restera pas 1a. En effet, comme sa vie,
il s’est épuré avec le temps, et son com-
merce avec des gens de grande valeur y
a beaucoup contribué.

Au milieu de sa vie de flinerie, d’es-
sais de poésies a peu pres dans tous Jes
genres, il rencontra deux personnes qui
furent sur sa route, 'une son inspiration,
sa sagesse, sa consolation dans les mau-
vais jours, et autre le généreux et sym-
pathique ami qui lui tournit les moyens
de déployer a Paise les ailes agiles de
son génie.

La premitre c’est Melle Judith Allard,
dont il renouvela la connaissance vers
I'dge de vingt ans, et qui fit pour lui
pendant quarante ans son ange gardien.
Femme du peuple, mais d’un esprit
élevé et d’un noble caractere. Clest &
propos d’elle dont les feilles des arbres
masquaient la fenétre dans la belle sai-
son, qu'il a écrit: “ Maudit printemps
reviendras-tu toujours?” L'autre fut
Lucien Bonaparte, frére de Napoléon,
déja célRbre comme talent oratoire et
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ami des lettres. Sans ce généreux pro-
tecteur dont notre auteur rappelle la
bonne action comme venant de la Pro-
vidence, Béranger serait peut étre allé
comme tant d’autres mourir jeune i
Ihopital, oli dit-on, 1l meurt plus de gé-
nies que de coupeurs de gorge. Ce pré-
cieux secours illumina d’un doux rayon
sa chambre au sixiéme étage. Il I'a cé-
lébré ph'xs tard dans des vers .dont les
strophes finissent ainsi: * Dans un gre-
nier qu’on est bien a vingt ans.”

Apres s’étre essayé en plusieux genres,
aidé de son amie fidele, courageuse et
sage, il se décida & prendre sa veine que
dans son instinct elle percevait: “Fais des
chansons mon ami.” Au fait, dit-il, il ya
tout un parti a tirer de la forme popu-
laire, si vive, si concise de la chanson,
on peut la plier A tous les tons depuis le
plus haut lyrisme jusqu'd Pivresse ; * Et
méme la philosophie lui dit son amie.”
Il était né capable de toucher tout ce

clavier. C’était sa “vocation :”
¢“Jeté sur cette foule,
Laid, chétif et soufirant,
Etoufl¢ dans la foule,
Faute d’ctre assez grand,
Une plainte touchante
De ma bouche sortit,
Le Lon Dieu me dit : chante,
Chante pauvre petit.”

Il chanta en effct, Pamour, le bon vin,
la bonne table, lui toujours si sobre ; il
chanta la gloire de sa patrie, il pleura
ses malheurs, son humiliation, et dans
la nuit qui vit Pentrée des étrangers a

Paris, sa téte en signe de deuil national
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se dépouilla d'elle-méme de ces cheveux,
il devint complitement chauved 35 ans.
Il a sur ses malheurs des élégies tou-
chantes. Clest vers cette époque qu'il
écerivit la chanson intitulde : “Mon ame.”
Clest un cri sublime, et qui nous amene
a parler des sentiments moraux, et des
idées religieuses de notre chansonnier.
Avec ce chant, dit Vinet, Béranger
ajoute une corde & sa lire, vt sur cette
corde une muse moins terrestre et moins
profane se fera entendre parfois. 11 en
dtait bien temps. On sait que le méme
homme avait dabord écrit des chansons
patriotiques, et mdéme humanitaires,
apres la délivrance de I'étranger dans
son pays, alers qu'il chanta ce glorienx
cantique de I' “Alliance des peuples ”
mais aussi quil a ¢éé condamné aux
amendes et  la prison, pour avuir porté
atteinte aux Lonnes mceurs, au gouver-
nement et 1 la religion. Ici il importe
beaucoup de savoir quel est le juge qui
a rendu le verdict contre lui, car on a
été en prison pour des paroles «* des
actes qui par d’autres tribunaux ont été
déclarés innocents ou sublimes ; cepen-
dany il faut sc rendre & P'évidence et
“On se

encore comment des hommes que leur

dire avec Vinet: demande
talent ¢ltve au-dessus du vulgaire, des
hommes bicn nds, & en juger par tout
le reste, ont pu se mépriser assez pour
livrer au public, sans aucune vergogne,
le secret de leurs plus honteuses pen-
stes ? Dire le mal, c'est une mahitre de
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le faire, et de mauvaises paroles, sur
quelque air qu'on les chante sont de
mauvaises actions.”

Il est vrai que Béranger a essayé de
se disculper un peu, et comme nous le
ve-rons plus tard, & montrer qu'un genre
plus élevé n’aurait pu convenirau peuple
a qui avait des obligations. Clest une
pauvre excuse, dont il a l'air de sentis
Pinsuffisance, car un jour il s¢ retire 2
la campagne avec la détermination de
ne plus publier de chansons, en disant :
il faut bon gré, malgré, trafiquer de la
muse, le commerce m'ennuie, je me
retire.”

Hélas, il y avait bien deux hommes
en lui, et Ton he se le figure guere, un
esprit aussi fin derivant tonjours, malgré
lui et sans aucun plaisir ses refrains éyril-
lards. Quand on Jui a reproché davoir
attaqué Ia morale et la religion, il sen
est défendu. “Il est vrai, disait-il, que je
priais Dieu 2 ma manicre. Je¢ crois & un
Dicu punissant avant tout les hommes
durs envers les autres. Il est encore vrai
que je croyais & un Dieu bon, au Dieu
des Evangiles, ce livre de la sagesse ct
de la charité.” On sait comment il I'a
pratiqué lui cette charité envers ses
semblables, géndreux a l'extréme pour
ses parents qui dabord l'avait assez né-
gligé, payant de ses modestes revenus
les dettes de ses amis, déchirant leurs
billets promissoires quand ils ¢taient en

* mauvaises affaires, et mendiant auprés
de ses amis quand sa bourse ne suffi-
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sait pas au soulagement de ses protégés.

Apres les grands malbeurs de sa patrie
en communion habituelle avec les dou-
leurs humaines, le regard de Béranger
s’était élevé lentement, mais sirement
vers le ciel. Au printemps de 1846 B¢é-
ranger ayant d:couvert qui écrivait dans
le Semeur de Paris, sous les initiales de
A. V., ces admirables critiques littérai-
res sur les premiers volumes de ses
chansons, il adressa une lettre & Mons.
Vinet, pour le remercier chaleureuse-
ment de cette appréciation et de cette
critiqe approfondie et bienveillante.
“Vus remarques critiques, dit-il, si par.
faitement d’accord avec ce que je pense,
ajutent un grand prix & votre bienveil-
lance générale pour mes petits volumes.
Malgré ce qu’il y a de grave au fond de
moi, j’al toujours éprouvé quelque sur-
prise de voir prendre mes chansons au
sérieux, sauf en politique.” Je suis anti-
métaphysicien, bien qu'ayant vécu, ou
parce que jai vécu avec des métaphysi-
ciens. Cela ne m’a pas empéché dans
les chansons de ma vieillesse qui ne ver-
ront le jour quaprés ma mort, de tenter
de m’élever au-dessus de notre panvre
terre, et de oser & ma manitre, et avec
mes convictions profondes et constantes
C’est-a-dire, ni en panthéiste, ni en éclec-
tique, ni en catholique, ni en protestant.
Est-ce 12 ce que vous appelez se faire in-
dépendant de son époque ?

Eh! dans ce cas, jaurais satisfait &’
votre désir, mais & aucun moment de
mes publications, de pareilles chansons
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n’eussent pu convenir au public, auquel
la reconnaissance me faisait un devoir
de penser toujours. C’est pour étre com-
pletement libre que jai rompu avec luj,
sans cesser pourtant de réver au bonheur
de mes semblables.—]’ai assez de ce
monde qui n’est plus le mien, ce qui ne
m’empéche pas de rire de bien des folies
et de rester toujours sensible aux témoi-
gnages de sympathie et de bienveillance
dont je puis étre Uobjet.”

Vinet jui répond dans une longue et
trés remarquable lettre ou il lui dit
combien peu il est protestant, mais
chrétien, et dans quelques phrases ad-
mirables de concision ou il aborde Ves-
sence du christianisme ; et on il dit entre
autres: Or, Dieu n'est souverainement
aimable qu’en Jésus-Christ, et Jésus-
Christ dans I'Evangile, c’est-3-dire dans
ses propres actes. et non dans la bouche
d’aucun homme. C’est la mon symbole,
ou si vous le voulez, ma philosophie.
Je désire tres affectueusement, monsieur,
que ce soit aussi le votre, ce voeu que je
forme pour tout étre humain. Le génie
ne déroge pas en se laissant aimer.”

Béranger répond 4 Vinet: “Je suis
trop sincere pour ne pas vous avouer
tout dabord que, malgré ma profonde
croyance en Dieu, croyance établie si so-
lidement dans mon cceur depuis cin-
quante ans, cest-a-dire depuis que jai
commencé 2 interroger mes sentiments,
je differe avec vous sur ce qui fait la
base du christianisme. A vingt ans j’ai
tenté par la pritre de m’approcher du
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Christ, et il m’a repoussé. Mais jai em-
porté avec moi son Evangile ott jai sou-
vent puisé des consolations et des en-
couragements dans la route épineuse que
jai eu & parcourir. J'ai regret & vous faire
cet avey, parce que je suis slr que vous
vous en affligerez. Que voulez-vous? Il
parait que j’étais né pour ne suivre au-
cune loi, et marcher seul, je ne suis d’au-
cune école, méme en philosophie ; On
dit que j'écris purement, et je mourrai

sans avoir pu apprendre Porthographe,

Jai été fort calculateur et je w’ai jamais
su faire les quatre rdgles. Je n’ai que
Iinstinct naturel pour moi, et heureuse-
ment il m’a suffi pour apprécier le beau
et le grand quand je les ai rericontrés.
Et PEvangile, ce miraculeux retour au
bon sens, est resté Tobjet de ma véné-
ration Clest vous dire avec quelle satis-
faction j'ai lu les commentaires que vous
faites sur ce livre de notre foi. Je vou-
drais que ce livre fut répandu parmi
nous, et surtout parmi les classes tra-
vailleuses, mais qu’il fut recommandé
par d’autres que les hommes qui en
France, sous le voile de la religion, font
tout ce qu’il faut pour mettre en défian-
ce les esprits les plus disposés & croire.
Nos riches auraient bien besoin aussi de
se remettre & lire ’Evangile.”

Mais, on ne peut que se demander
pourquoi Béranger a 'ige de vingt ans,
essayant & se rapprocher de Jésus-Christ
par la pritre en est repoussé 1l faut qu’il
ait senti vivement la chose pour l'expri-
mer par ce mot. Il n’a pas seulement
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trouvé le Christ indifférent, distant,
mais il s’est senti repoussé par une per-
sonnalité dont il veut se rapprocher, le
Fils de I'homme qui pourtant a dit:
“Venez & mai vous tous qui étes fatigués
et chargés, et je vous sovulagerai.” Voici
comment je me 'explique. Il y avait
dans la nature de ce jeunc homme de
vingt ans un tel mélange de passions
mondaines et sales, de besoins religieux
et de velleités pieuses, que la sainte per-
sonnalité de Jésus ne pouvait lattirer.
Il ne suffit pas d’avoir d’un coté un
puissant aimant, et de Vautre nn métal
susceptible de subir Dattraction, il faut
encore que celui-ci ne soit pas trop en-
veloppé d'alliage, sans quoi le rappro-
chement ne se fait pas.

Si sinctre qu’il fut au fond de son
Ctre, toute cette surface qui produit des
chansons bachiques, grivoises, licencieu-
ses méme empéchait la lumitre céleste
de pénétrer cette lourde atmosphere de
guinguette et de plaisirs mondains. La
personnalité sainte qu’il avait invoquée,
bien que pres de lui, il la sentait loin,
séparée de lui par un brouillard épais et
malsain qui empéchait les divins rayons
d’arriver jusqu'd son dme.

Mais peu A peu, bien graduellement,
Pordre et la lumitre devaient se faire au
sein de ce chaos. De temps 4 autres il y
avait comme des éclaircies, deséchappées
sur le ciel bleu. Il avait aussi des cris de
I'ame vers Dieu, et que ce ptre céleste
entendait sans doute, Nous allons en
citer quelques uns ;
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Qui découvrit unnouveaun monde ?

Un fou qu’on raillait ¢n tout lieu.
Sur Ja croix que son sang inonde,

Un fou qui meurt nous légue un Dieu.
St dewmain oubliant d’¢elore,

Lie jour manquait, et Lien, demain
Quelque fou trouverait encore

Un flambeau pour le genre humain.

Dans la picee Lo Juif Errant, il n'est
pas seulement inutile d’insister sur la
porté philosophique et sur la haute si-
gnification qu’y prend 'ancienne légende
du Juif errant. “Mais il y a en outre un
témoignage & la vérité chrétienne qui
survit a4 linsulte, & la perséeution, a la
persistence de Uincrédulité mondaine; et
qui reste debout, immoriclle pendant
que Phumanité marche sur la terre qui
tourne.

Joutrageai d’un rire inbumain
L’homme Dicu respirant 2 peine.
Mais sous mes pieds fuit te chemin,
Adicun, le tonrbillon m'entraine.
Vous qui manquez de charité
Tremblez & ce supplice étrange.
Ce ti'est point sa divinité
C'est U'hwmanité que Dicu venge.

Toujours, toujours,

Tourne la terre ol moi je cours

‘Tuujours, toujours, toujuurs, toujours.

Ne vous sentez-vous pas emporter dans
Péternité par ce terrible refrain, et ne
voyez-vous pas qu'il y a un affreux ave-
nir pour vous devant le Dicu éternel, si
vous n’avez pas la chariié¢?

Béranger est parvenu malgré¢ la pau-
vreté de son ¢ducation premicre, en dé-
pit de son inaptitude pour apprendre
Vorthographe & éerire des chansons dont
tout un peuple répete les refrains, des
odes que les esprits les plus cuitivés ne
cessent d’admirer, et pour la forme et
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pour le fond. Ila excellé dans la chanson
grivoise, bachique, politique, mais aussi
il a remué V'ame humaine jusque dans
ses profondeurs, par des strophes que les
plus grands poéles peuvent lui envier.
Comme son instinct poétique, son ins-
tinct religicux est venu & bout de se
faire jour & travers toutes les couches de
son entourage incrédule, populaire, et
de sa nature paresseuse et foncicrement
humaine. Cet instinct religieux sest
affirmé de plus en plus en vicillissant,
$’il n’a pas toujours été visiblement ali-
menté par la communion avec le Ptre
céleste, il s’est toujours maintenu en
communion avec ses fréres humains.
$'il n'avait pas lair d’obéir au premier
commandement, d’aimer Dieu de tout
son cceur, de tout son ame, de toute sa
pensée et de toutes ses forces, il obser-
vait certainement le second qui est com-
me la doublure du premier, il aimait son

‘prochain comme lui-méme.

Bonnefon dit : Déranger consacra les
dernitres anndes de sa vie i se préparer
& mourrir ¢n sage, et méme, dit-on, en
chrétien. Dans scs dernitres années il
comptait de nombreux amis parmi les
hommes les plus illustres, qui venaient
souvent le visiter dans un modeste logis.
Alexandre Dumas, Alfred de Vigny, La-
martine, Lamennais, Victor Hugo, Cha-
teaubriand.

Un grand ecclésiastique, Monsieur
Sibourg, archevéque de Paris venait
aussi souvent le voir 2 titre d’ami, ils
abordaient ensemble toute sorte de ques-




1
BERINGER, ETC. 379

tions, mais un jour que larchevéque de-
vint pressant sur la question religieuse
qui poutgui devait faire aboutir a entrée
dans le giron de I’dglise romaine, Béran-
ger lui signifia en termes trés polis mais
tres fermes que sur ce terrain i ils ne
s'entendraient jamais, et que quoique
religicux il comptait mourrir avec sa foi
personnelle sans 'intermédiaire du prétre
dont il n’avait pes besoin pour paraitre
devant Dien. Clest-2-dire saus le minis-
tere d’un autre homme entre lui et Dieu.
Clest ainsi que sont morts Lamennais
qui avait éi¢ prétre, et qui & larticle de
la mort faisait garder sa porte pour
qu'un prétre n’y entre point, peut-étre
pour dire ce qui n’était point arrivé.
Cest ainsi que Victor Hugo est mort,
refusant la visite de Parchevéque, du
cardinal Guibert. Si précieuses que soient
pour certaines dmes les paroles et les
pritres d’un ministre, d'un pasteur, d'un
ami chrétien & ces dernitres.heures, des
hommes comme ceux la et bien d’autres,
peuvent se passer du ministere, d'un
autre homme qui souvent avec son ca-
ractere officiellement religieux, a moins
d’expérience religieuse, moins de con-
naissance de I'Evangile que cenx qui
r’ont point fait de profession extérieure.
Béranger est mort seul avec sa foi ; com-
me il disait & Vinet, il parait qu'il était
né pour ne suivre aucune loi, et pour
marcher seul jusqu’ la mort, C'est alors
surtout qu’on est seul.
. Mais il lui restaitsa foi bien person-
nelle. Je termine par des paroles receuil-

lies par Bonnefon, et qui sont si remar-
quables, que je suis é&tonné quelles
n'atent pas été souvent reproduites et
longuement commentées :

“J'ai perdu, dit-il & ceux qui entou-
raient son lit de mort, ma jeunesse dans
le plaisir, mon ige mir dans le doute ;
mais depuis longtemps, je ne vis qu’en
Jésus-Christ et par Jésus-Christ, cela
vous étonne, messieurs, ajouta-t-il, en
regardant les sceptiques, c’est pourtant
comme cela; et je veux, et il faudra bien
qu'on le sache enfin.” Il n’a donc pas été
toujours été repoussé par Jésus-Christ,
ils en sont donc venus a se rencontrer
personnellement—et cela quand le chan-
sonnier devenu vieux, est aussi d_évepp
plus spirituel, plus dégagé de la matidre
qui faisait babord obstacle au’ rappro
chement, avec le divin personnage de
PEvangile. Ce sont les ames purifiées qui
pergoivent le divin. .

Receuillons encore ces paroles de
Lamartine qui P'avait beancoup vu dans
ses dernicres années ; il dit de lui : “Jus-
tesse, finesse de tact, sureté de jugement
élévation de point de vue, largesse d’ho-
rison, dignité de but, moralité du moyen
J'éprouve dans ce téte i téte avec Ré-
ranger au milieu de Paris ce quelque
chose de ce que Pon éprouve en s’éle-
vant sur la montagne au-dessus du brouil-
lard. Il est un de ces deux ou trois
hommes par siécles qui ont les pieds
sur cette fange, le coeur dans ce peuple,
qui ont la téte au lessus des brouillards

humains.”
THiI'ODORE LAFLEUR.
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I.es Pavuvres EN Esprir.

( Vide le numero de decembre. )

La Bible représente la vie humaine
comme un éternel conflit entre deux
grandes puissances qui se disputent la
domination dans Phistoire d.a genre hu-
main, d’un co1é la personnalité de Dieu
et de l'autre la liberté de ’homme, voila
Péternel intérét du drame, quelquefois
comique, quelquefois tragique, quelque-
fois doux comme le roucoulement de la
colombe, de la vie humaine. Dieu com-
bat pour le bien, le perfectionnement
et le bonheur de '’humanité, ¢t 'homme
cherche constamment 2 se soustraire i
cette influence bénie. Quelquefois & ne
regarder les choses qu’au point de vue
humain, Fon dirait que les deux puis-
sances sont rivales et jalouses 'une de
Pautre ; que les deux aspirent 2 la su-
prématie ou 3 la primauté; que Dieu
voudrait établir la théocratie absolue et
que Yhomme voudrait fonder pour tou-
jours ce que j'appellerai (pour éviter les
circon locutions) Panthropocratie. Voila
les deux camps ennemis et les deux
partis opposés. La Bible nous apprend
que de cette lutte grandiose Dieu sor-
tira victorieux, et cette victoire il la
remportera non par sa puissance, mais
par la force de son amour.

La Bible désigne les partisans de
Dieu ou les théocrates comme les bons,

les croyants, les pieux, les enfants de
Dien, les serviteurs de I'Eternel, les sages,
les adorateurs, les élus, les justes, 'ls.
raél de Dieu, les amis de J¢hovah, ete.,
en un mot les humbles, cC’est-a-dire ceux
qui acceptent son gouvernement, se
soumettent & sa volonté et se confient en
son amour et sa bonté. Mais les partisans
de Thomme, ou les anthropocrates, la
Bible les appelle les méchants, les mé-
créants ou incrédules, les mondains, les
riches, les émancipés, les fous, les impies,
les moqueurs, les idolatres, les abandon-
nés de Dicu, les réprouvés, les injustes,
les gentils ou paiens, les enfants du
malin, etc., en un mot les orgeuilleux,
cest-3-dire ceux qui se rebellent contre
Dieu, cherchent indépendance vis-a-vis
de Dieu.

L’histoire générale du peuple élu, c’est
T'histoire de 'humilité, c’est-a-dire his-
toire dont tous les événements sont at-
tribués a Poctroi directe de Dieu. L'his-
toire de la gentillité, selon la Bible, c'est
Phistoire de Porgueil, cest-a-dire Phistoi-
re dont les événements sont attribués a
Pinitiative de 'homme.

1’idée fondamentale de la philosophie
de Thistoire selon la Bible, cest que
Dieu est au fond de tout, que clest Lui
qui gouverne tout dans Phistoire géné-
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rale de ’humanité et dans l’histoire par-
ticulitre de la vie individuelle. La Pro-
vidence est la souveraine vigilance de
Dieu envers ’homme. “L’homme pro-
pose et Dieu dispose.”

Le Juif, doué de ce que Pon appelie
un esprit syncrétique, attribuait tout a
Dieu et rien 4 Yhomme dans l'histoire et
dans la vie ordinaire.

I.a voix de la conscience, de la raison,
du cceur et des sentiments, c'est la voix
de Dieu ; quand le vent souffle, gémit
ou rugit; quand le tonnerre gronde;
quand Péclair sillonne la nue et serpente
dans le firmament; quand les nuages
échappent leurs eaux en pluie torrenti-
elle; quand les astres exécutent leurs
mouvements rotatoires et circulaires ;
quand la température change avec les
saisons de Pannée ; quand enfin quelque
chose arrive par lintermédiaire de ce
qui est connu sous le nom de causes
secondes ; cest, selon la constitution
de Pesprit juif, Dieu lui-méme qui agit
directement. Le Juif ne reconnait qu’une
seule cause agissante dans la création et
dans l'histoire de ’humanité, c’est la
cause premitre ou Dieu. Les gentils, au
contraire, tout en reconnaissant une
cause premicre tout puissante, prennent
en considération surtout les causes se-
condes. Le partisan de Dieu s’attache
a la premitre, et lui attribue tout ce qui
arrive dans le monde et dans la vie; le
partisan de 'homme s’attache aux cau-
ses secondes, et leur attribue la puis-
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sance de tout faire; il croit tout expliquer
par elles. La cause premitre, cest le do-
maine de la religion ; les causes secon-
des sont le domaine de la science et
de la philosophie. Aristote est le fonda-
teur de la science, Socrate de la philoso-
phie, et Jésus-Christ de la vraie religion.

Ces deux tendances de I’esprit humain
ont produit les deux grandes idées qui
sont aujourd’hui en conflit ; la premitre
est la croyance au surnaturel et au mi-
racle, la seconde est la théorie de la
fixité des lois de la nature. C’est la lutte
entre la foi et la science. Ce qui contri-
bue 4 rendre le conflit plus acerbe, c’est
la grande ignorance et la non moins
grande présomption des hommes de
science d’'un cdté, et de Pautre I'éton-
nante crédulité des hommes de foi. Je
ne crois pas la réconciliation des deux
impossible. L'accord de la foi et de la
science s’effectuera avec plus de bonne
foi et d'impartialité des deux c6tés, avec
plus de progres dans la science et avec
plus d’épuration dans la religion ; “peu
de philosophie éloigne de Dieu, beau-
coup rapproche de lui,” disait Bacon.
‘ Pour arriver aux régions de la lumigre,
il faut passer par les nuages. Les uns
s'arrétent la; d'autres savent passer
outre ” disait Joubert. Ily a encore bien
des lois, bien des phénomenes que la
science ignore; il y a encore bien des
superstitions que la religion tolere et
approuve,

Les humbles, ceux qui attribuent tout
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& Died, ont fond€ le foyer religieux, des
patriarches, la synagogue juive, 'église
chrétienne, Yascétisme, le mysticisme, le
monachisme, la fraternité humaine, ’é-
galité sociale et la liberté politiciue. Les
orgueilleux-—ceux qui attribuent la su-
prématied 'homme, ont fondé la nation,
la cité, I'état, la civilisation, la guerre, Ia
monarchie, l'esclavage, la polygamie et
toutes les grandes inégalités sociales,
anciennes et modernes. Clest la société
théocratique d’un coté et de lautre la
société antliropacratigue ou profane.

. Cependant ce serait une bien grande
‘erreur de croire que la société théocrati-
que-ait toujours été absolument théocra-
tique et quela société profane ait toujours
été nécessairement profane. La société
‘profane a professé des idées religieuses
dans le cours de son existence. Le
peuple juif, le peuple théocratique par
excellence, a nourri dans son sein des
idées profanes ou d'indépendance vis-i-
vis de Dieu. Du commencement de la
Gentse jusqu’a la fin de PApocalypse,
Phumilité et Porgueil marchent de front
pour ainsi dire. Le début de la vie
d’'Adam et d’Eve est soumis a Dieu;
depuis leur chute jusquau terme de
leur vie, ils étaient pour I'indépendance.
Plus tard Abel sera pour Dieu et Cain
pour Yhomme. Au temps de Noé et du
déluge, le monde se partagera en “fils de
Dieu” et en “fils des hommes.” A Tépo-
que de la division ou de la confusion des
langues, la grande majorité des hom-

THE PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE JOURN-AL.

mes sera pour ia

'homme, et la petite minorité sera pour

suprématie de

la suprématie de Dieu. Avecle ptre des
croyants, il y aura les croyants en Dieu
et les croyants en Phomme. Au temps
de la loj, il y aura les vraisadorateurs et
les idolatres. Avec la monarchie et les
prophttes, les “pauvres,” les “picux” et
les “humbles” seront les amis de Jéhova,
tandis que les “riches,” les “mondains”
et les “orgueilleux” seront ses plus
grands ennemis, ¢t favoriseront l'auio-
cratie du mot, comme depuis le temps
de Jésus-Christ jusqu’a nos joursily a en
des chrétiens et des athées, deux caté-
gories de Vesptce humaine qui existe-
ront peut-étre toujours.

Pour bien comprendre le Sauveur,
quand il béatifie les “pauvres en esprit”
il faut se transporter, par la pensée a
I’époque la plus grande, la plus agitée et
la plus féconde de Ihistoire du peuple
de Dicu; je veux parler de la période
du prophétisme. C'est de cette époque
que datent la morale de la piété, Yapo-
théose du pauvre, la protection du faible,
le soin des malheureux, le leatification
de la piete et de Phumilite ; 1a morale du
dépouillement, de I'abnégation et du re-
noncement A soi-méme etau monde, et
de Pobligeance du moi a Dieu, ce n'est
pas encore la morale indulgente du par-
don des péchés en Jésus-Christ. L’anti-
quité paienne avait glorifié homme
libre et ravalé Pesclave au dela dela
brute et d’une chose, exalté le riche et



]
§
i,

UNE BEATITUDE. 383

méprisé le pauvre, ennobli orgueil etle
courage et avili 'humilité. La morale de
la piété est essentiellement juive avant
de devenir chrétienne, c'est Péternel
honneur des prophttes juifs de s’étre
occupés du pauvre, du faible et de
Phumble, trois termes qui dans leur lan-
guage sont souvent synonymes. C’est en
riches et en pauvres que se partagent les
Juifs de cette époque. Le piétisme pro-
phétique dénonce le pouvoir civil, la ri-
chesse, et les rois qui n’étaient pas pieux
3 la maniere du prophete, les mondains
et les orgueilleux. Le pauvre, (dol ébion)
estla victime du riche, de Porgueilleux
et du puissant, mais il est ’ami de Jého-
vah, et Jéhovah est son ami et son protec-
teur. Moise avait dit avant eux: “Si étant
dans le pays que votre Dieu doit vous
donner, un de vos fréres qui demeure
dans votre ville tombe dans la pauvreté,
vous n’endurcirez point votre cceur et ne
resserrerez point votre main ; mais vous
P'ouvrirez au pauvre,etvous luipréterez ce
dont vous verrez qu’il aura besoin.” “Ily
aura toujours des pauvres dans le pays
ol vous habiterez ; c’est pourquoi je
vous ordonne d’ouvrir votre main aux
besoins de votre frére qui est pauvre et
sans le secours et qui demeure dans
votre pays.” Voila le language non équi-
voque dans lequel Moise s'était exprimé
3 cette égard. L’éternel probleme social
se pose donc 2 la conscience juive avec
une grandeur morale étonnante pour 1’¢-
poque. La gloire de Moise et des autres

prophetes de Dieu sera toujours d’avoir
fait des tentatives pour la solution de
ce probléme ici-bas, au moyen de la
piété, de la bienfaisance et de la
philanthropie. Que les adversaires du
peuple de Dieu disent quand ils vou-
dront que c’est une utopie, il n’en reste
pas moins vrai que Putopie juive est
aujourd’hui avec l'aide d’un christianis-
me bien compris, en voie de devenir
une puissante et bienfaisante réalité.
Ce nest pas la glorification et la béatifi-
cation de la pauvreté que nous avons
avec le pfophétisme, mais c'est un saint
respect envers le pauvre, une tendre so-
litude pour lui, une glorieuse apothéose
de sa personne. Le pauvre, Dieu ne Pou-
blie pas, il entend toujours ses cris,
maintient ses droits, le délivre de sa dé-
tresse, le protége, est son refuge; le
pauvre, toujours selon les Ecritures, est
riche en foi, libéral, sage, droit, ses of-
frandes sont toujours acceptées, il se ré-
jouit, il se confie et espere en Dien., Né-
gliger le pauvre est contraire & 'amour
de Dieu, et c’est toujours un crime de
lui faire tort, de le gouverner avec ri-

-gueur, de opprimer, de le mépriser, de

ne pas le soulager et de ne pas lui faire
justice. Ceux qui prennent soin de lui
sont heureux, bénis, prosperes. Les mé-
chants, les mondains et les riches Pop-

priment et le vendent (Amos. 2. 6) Pé- ’
crasent, le foulent aux pieds, le persécu-
tent et le trichent. Il y a une foule de
punitions et de chitiments dans l¢ lan-
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guage du prophéte pour ceux qui mal
traitent ainsi les pauvres de Jéhovah.
Les mots dnav, Ani,s’em ploient pour
“doux,” “pauvre,” affligé. Tous les deux
sont dérivés d’'une racine qui signifle
lmemilite. Pauvre. afftigé, infortuné, op-
primé, résigné, piexx et humble veulent
presque tous dire la méme chose d’apres
Gessenius et les lexicographes hébrai-

ques. Le mot “*pauvre” (dol. ébion) pro-

prement dit, est employé plus souvent
qu'autrement pour désigner le “saint” et
P“ami” de Dieu. le vrai pieux est ap-
pel€ e “pauvre,” le juste. “Tandis que
Pimpie s'enfle d’orgueil, le panvre(pieux)
est brilé.” Kt ainsi d’'une quantité d'au-
tres passages dans Is, les Psaumes,
Jérémie, Zacharie et Amos etc. Le
veai serviteur de Diey, c'est le pauvre
persécuté par le riche et méprisé par les

grands et les puissants. Dieu laime
parce qu'il est soumis & sa loi et humble.
Les ennemis du pauvre sont ennemis
de Dieu, ainsi que les moqueurs, (Ps.
L.1.) Cette opposition que les prophe-
tes ont faite entre le monde et Vé
glise et la piété, le faible et le puissant,
le pauvre et le riche, Phumble et Por-
gueilleux et la protection accordée aux
premiers, et la dénonciation sans pitié
des seconds, est devenue le sentiment
général du judaisme et de I'église chré-
tienne. Quand Jésus prononcera sa
“Magna Charta” du Royaume de Dieu,
son sermon sur la montagne, c’est aux
pieux, aux humbles qu’il s’adressera, et
cest aussi eux qu’il mettra au nombre
des bienheureux sur la terre, et au pre-
mier rang dans son royasw. spirituel
de justice, de sainteté et de charité.

P.N.C.

(A sutvee.)

et

-
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NOUVELLES.

Monsieur 1. Bruneau, pasteur 3 Ho-
lyoke, a préché le 12 et le 13 ultimo
comme candidat 2 ’église presbytérienne
de New Glasgow.

*_ X
*

Il est rumeur que M. T. Z. Lefebvre,
pasteur 2 Québec, doit quitter son éghse
a la fin de ce mois.

* %k
*

Il y a eu, le 27 janvier dernier, un
mafinifique concert a Belle-Rivitre.
L’église était remplie. Sous I'habile pré-
sidence de M. le pasteur Morin, tout a
été fait avec ordre. Les noms suivants
figuraient sur le programme : Mesdames
Cornu et Morin, Mesdemoiselles Chi-
niquy et Morin ; M. le professeur Ray-

‘mond, et MM. Brandt, Giroulx, Mc-
Laren, Ménard, (M.), Ménard, (J. L.),
Dobson, Edie, Graham et Guthrie. L'ex_
écution du programme a fait honneur a
la plupart des exécutants. Vers les dix
heures et demie I'auditoire ne regrettait
qu’une chose, c'était de voir arriver trop
t6t la fin du programme. A tous les
égards (au point de vue pécuniaire sur-
tout) ce concert a réussi bien au del des
espérances des organisateurs.

Pierre ! G. m’en a-t-il fait un coup de

¢ .....!—Quoi? Je ne te comprends
pas.—Bienoui, G...... MlleC......
hier soir...... Je vous avouerai que

notre homme avait bien raison d’étre in-
digné et confus, car G. lui avait enlevé
sous les yeux, le soir précédent, sa
““blonde.”
***

le Canada Revue soutient la lutte
qu’il a entreprise contre tous les €tei-
gnoirs et les tyrans de la Province de
Québec avec un courage digne de V'ad-
miration de tous les partisans du pro-
gris, de la lumidre et de la liberté.  Le
magistral article de M. Arthur Buies,
intitulé “Interdiction et sensure” (dans
le No. 6) admirable au point de vue du
fond comme de la forme, va faire dresser
lescheveun & plus d’'un tonsuré. M. Buies,
voila non seulement un grand écrivain,
mais un homme, ce qui est bien plus
rare dans notre province. Honneur au
brave défenesur de la liberté de cons-

cience.

* ¥
-

L'autre jour un ami, a qui nous ex-
primions le regret de voir La Liberte
paralysé, nous répondit avec esprit : *“Il
représente bien comme ¢a notre liberté.”

M. M.




ECollege Ylote Book.

STUDENT LIFE.

EV. DR. WARDROPE, ex-mod-
erator of the General Assembly,
visited the College a day or two ago.

The Local Editor has been chosen
chaplain for the dining hall.

Mr. W. C. Clark has decided to re-
main another year in charge of the mis-
sion at Maisonneuve. This mission,
which was organized about five years
ago by the congregation of Erskine
Church, is in a prosperous condition.

Great was the constemation' of the
Local Scribe when Mr. G. Gilmore so
suddenly appeared on the scene in the
early part of February.

Some men never know when they
have enough. An artsman who recently
borrowed a box of blacking for the pur-
pose of polishing his shoes, was not
content until he had taken enough to
polish his shirt-front as well.

Psychologists tell us that concentra-
tion and abstraction are in a dircct ratio.
What shall we say, then, of the powers
of concentration of the Theolog who
turned away in disgust from his own door
when hisrepeatedknockstherconfailedto
bring forth the expected invitation to
enter. His case can only be equalled

by that of his neighbour who, when he
wished to speak to a party down town,
went to the telephone and asked, “Is

- that the Presbyterian College?”

Those who are interested in Mr. C’s
achievements as a musician will be
pleased to learn that he took a promi-
nent part in the renditions which so de-
lighted the audience on the night of the
public debate in the Morrice Hall.

The public debate between “’Var-
sity” and McGill came off in the Mol-
son Hall on Friday evening, Feb. roth.
Mzr. A. Graham of this coilege acquitted
himself most creditably as one of the de-
baters that championed the cause of

“Old McGill.” Mr. P. D. Muir, ano-
ther of our students, contributed not a

little to the success of the evening by
his recitation of ‘Tennyson’s poem, “The
Revenge” Our college can boast of
several amateur elocutionists.

It is reported that one of the graduat-
ing class has promised his prospective
congregation that he will marry for noth.
ing the first couple whose lot it isto em-
ploy him. We would meckly suggest
that, in order to work up a good busi-
ness and sccure custom, he should ad-
vertise cheap rates for the first year.

»
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“Tom,” the steward’s man, disap-
peared sans ceremonie the other day, and
after his departure it was discovered that,
under his skilful manipulation, the fur-
naces of the “ Old Building” had been
put quite out of order. As a conse-
quence, the men in that part of the col-
lege er.joyed “cold comfort” for a day
and a half.

It is our painful duty to announce, in
this issue of the JourwNati, the death of
Mr. Tener, one of our most respected
and beloved fellow-students. Realizing
that his only chance of 'recovery de-
pended upon a change of climate, Mr.
Tener, accompanied by Mr. Cleland, in
the early winter, went to Colorado
Springs, but, after a few weeks’ stay, he
found that the climate there was not
suited to his constitution. At any rate,
he failed to receive that benefit which he
had been led to expect, and so he left
Coloradu Springs for Pueblo. Here he
rallied for a short time and high hopes
were entertained of his speedy recovery,
but his improvement was only tempo-
rary, and, failing to receive any perma-
nent benefit at Pueblo, he set out for
San Francisco where his sister resides,
and where, on the 3rd inst., he passed
away. We have as yet learned only the
mere fact of his death, but an extended
notice will appear in the next JOURNAL.
We sincerely sympathize with Mr, Te-
ner’s aged father and other relatives in
their deep affliction.

On the 13th ult. Rev. Dr. Robertsorn,
Superintendent of Missions in the North
West, made his annual visit to the col-
lege for the purpose of stirring up the
sympathies of the men towards the work
of the church in that part of the coun-
try which is under his supervision. He
addressed the students in the dining hall,
and later in the evening spoke to them
at some length in one of the lecture
rooms. He set forth very clearly the
spiritual needs of the great country that
has been committed to our charge, and
showed plainly the duty of the church
towards the settlers. Several of the stu-
dents wére so impressed by his words
that they will likely seek a field of la-
bour on the plains of the West.

We are pleased to learn that Mr. J.
D. Anderson, who, on account of ill-
health, was compelled to leave college,
is improving. After he went home at
the beginning of the year, he became
very weak, but in a short time he took
a turn for the better and has been im-
proving ever since, though slowly.

He who is perhaps the wos# fascinat-
ing of our four srresistibles lately re-
ceived an invitation which has fallen
into the hands of the Local Editor.
Those of our readers who might ever
happen to receive an invitation like the
following can take it for granted that
they “standin” particularly well with
the sender of it:

“Dear Sir:—This is to certify that

PR
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you will reteive a kindly welcome from
when you présent yourself at the
door on the evening of Feb, ——. A
fine of 25c. will be imposed on all late
arrivals, and notice is hereby given that
the clock on the stairs is #0f 20 minutes

slow.
N.B.—Bring your own corkscrew.”

Perhaps the benefactors of our college .

might take a hint from the following ex-
tract which we make from a letter writ-
ten by a former student to one of the
boys :

“ 1 see you are stiil improving the col-
lege—a gym. established in the Morrice
Hall, a piano in the reading room, and
fire escapes in everyroom. All you need

THE PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE JOURNAL.

now is a sideboard in the waiting room
and a night watchman to let in belated
students who have forgotten their latch-
keys—crede experto.”

Echoes :—*“ O, poor Mr. C. doesn’t
often take a nap in the morning.”

*“@G., will you hand me some water
—aglassof H. S Q,?”

P.—1I wish to give notice that I have
found a knife which the owner can have
on proving property and paying ex-
penses.”

“Will you pawss me that glawss. I
wish to brush my hair before I go to
my clawss.”

W. M. TOWNSEND.

OUR GRADUATES.

T is our pleasing duty to note that
continued success is attending the
labors of Rev. J. S. Mcllraith of Balder-
son, Ont. Notafew of thewittysayingsof
Mr. Mcllraith many of us, who date our
college career back to his day, still re-
member and keep fresh by constant re-
petition. It is evident from the news
that has just reached us that Mr. McIl-
raith’s serious efforts are even more ef-
fective than his humorous. It will be
three years next month since his settle-

ment in Balderson and on reviewing the
work accomplished during this time he
feels that he has every reason * to thank
God and take courage.” During last
year most marked progress has taken
place in all departments of church work.
Nineteen new members were received
into full standing in the church on pro-
fession of faith. Seven adults and four-
teen children received the ordinance of
baptism. A new organ was purchased
and introduced into the devotional
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exercises with good effect. A branch
society of the Y. P. S. C. E. has been
organized with a membership of some
forty and Mr Mecllraith finds this so-
ciety, under his personal supervision, is
doing excellent work. The amount of
money raised for the schemes of the
church has increased. We feel sure that
this somewhat detailed account of Mr.
Mcilraith’s work will afford much pleas-
ure to the numerous members of his class
who are scattered far and wide through-
out the Dominion.

The following clipping from the Har-
riston Z7ibune speaks for itself :—

“Sunday last was a red letter day in
wne history of “uthrie Church in this
town. When a year ago the pastor, Mr.
Munro, announced that on the 5th day
of February, 1893, he wanted the con-
gregation to deposit on the collection
plates $4,000.00, for the purpose of wip-
ing out the mortgage debt of the church
the congregation were surprised but not
in any way discouraged, having confi-
dence in their pastor and the ability of
one another to carry to a successfnl issue
this modest request. Many were the
speculations as to the success of the
scheme proposed by Mr. Munro, but so
skilfully has it been managed in every
detail that when the Treasurer, Mr.
Yule, announced that his receipts for the
day were $4,078.80, the joy of the con-
gregation knew no bounds. Thus by
pne decisive stroke the congregation has
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thrown off the financial fetters that have
so long bound it and impeded its pro-
gress in the Christian race, clearly prov-
ing that when there is a will there is
always a way. The original mortgage
was $4,000.00, last April $500.00 was
paid off and now the managers are en-
abled to cancel the entire debt of the
church making a total of $4,500.00 since
the induction of Mr. Munro into the
pastorate of this churcl: fifteen months
ago The anniversary sermons were
preached by the Rev. R. P. McKay,
Secretary of the Foreign Missionary
Comumittee of the Fresbyterian Church
in Canada. The evening service was
especially interesting, Knox Church and
the Methodist Church having dispensed
with their services so that their members
would unite with their sister church in
celebrating so important an anniversary.
The large and beautiful building was
filied to overflowing, the number present
being estimated at 1,100 people. The
sermons were carefully prepared, elo-
quently delivered and much appreciated
by all who heard them.”

On the evening of the Monday follow-
ing the celebration cf the anniversary
services a most successful social was
held in Guthrie Church. Rev. R. P,
McKay gave a most practical and inter-
esting address as also did Rev. Aull of
Palmerston. A good programme was
then taken up, each number being ably

handled. The chair deserves gpecial
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mention as being one of the best in On-
tario. Why should not all our churches
in towns and villages as well as in our
larger cities be brought to a high
point in efficiency, so that our church
music may be rendered in a way ‘befit-
ting the highest use of music— praising
God. The proceeds of this social
amounted to $140, making with the Sab-
bath collections the sum of ¢4,217.00—
more than sufficient to clear the church
debt.
gregations might clear off the debt rest-

By a supreme effort many con-
ing upon the church buildings. Exam-
ples like the above ought to inspire
rather than dismay our graduates in dif-
ferent parts of the country.

We noticed in our last issue the call
of Rev. A. Morrison, B. A, to the con-
gregation of Listowel, Ont. On Feb.
3rd the ordinationand inductionservices
were hield, After being satisfactorily ex-
amined by a coramittee the formal in-
duction took place in the presence of a
large congregation. Rev. Cameron of

THE PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE JOURNAL.

Mornington addressed the pastor elect
and the Rev. Principal MacVicar, the
people. A social gathering took place
in the church in the evening at which
many prominent pastors wished all suc-
cess to Mr. Morrison in this his first
charge. Dr. MacVicar preached to large
audiences on Sabbath The JOURNAL
wishes Mr. Morrison God-speed in his
work.

It is our sad duty to record the death
of one of our most prominent alumni—
Rev. J. Watson, D.D., of Huntington,
Que.
part of the JournaL for particulars. We
extend onr sympathies to the bereaved
family.

Rev. C. E. Amaron, M. A, B.D,, of
Springfield, Mass., is in the city at pre-

‘We refer our readers to another

sent attending the annual meeting of the
Alumni of Pointe-aux-Trembles School.
He is looking well and reports successful
work in his educational endeavors in
Springfield.

DonNaLD GUTHRIE.

REPORTER'S FOLIO.

INCE last writing, the most popu-

lar event of the session, in con-
nection with our Philosophical and Lit-
erary Society, has been consigned to the
annals of the past. The day preceding
the public debate, was far from being a

tting prelude to a successful gathering.
The morning was cold and stormy, but
as the day wore away the clouds dis-
persed, leaving some time for the busy
roadmen to ply shovel and broom in
clearing off the leading streets of the city.
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Long before the hour arrived, the hall
began to fill, and by eight o'clock the
members of the socicty were delighted
to find that neither the inclemencies of
the weather, nor the drifted state of
many of the streets was a barrier to
the presence of the ever-welcome friends
of the College, from amongst the varied
population of Montreal.

The chair, which Dr. John Campbell
had kindly consented to occupy, was
taken promptly at the hour. His ap-
pearance, followed by the debaters in
academic dress, was the siznal for a
cheering reception from the audience.
The proceedings were opened, by all
joining heartily in singing the one hun-
dredth Psalm, after which, Dr. Scrimger
led in prayef. The chairman’s address,
delivered in a masterly style and well
chosen language, was most appropriate
in both matter and duration, serving the
double purpose of enlisting the full at-
tention of the audience, and divesting
the speakers of any uneasiness oc-
casioned by confronting solarge and in-
telligent a gathering.

Mr. P. D. Muir was called upon for
a recitation, and rendered * Van Bib-
ber’s Rock,” in a manner whose excel-
lence was mamfest by the breathlessness
in which he held his audience.

The next item was a college song by
the students, which was given in the
usual happy style.

The feature of the evening’s pro-
gramme was at last reached, and the
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Henry George question, as stated in our
last issue, received such a thorough
sifting, as left little of it unexplored.

Mr. W. D. Reid, B."A., opened the
debate on the affirmative side, and de-
livered himself in a manner characteris-
tic of that gentleman, whose forcible ar-
guments, practical reasoning, and popu-
lar style have led their possessor to vic-
tory in more than one well-fought en-
gagement,

Mr. D. Guthrie, B. A, led the nega-
tive and pr'oved himself by no means
unworthy of the leadership of that side
His delivery was good,
his style pleasing, his logic unimpeach-

of the question.

able, and throughout his speech, he suc-
ceeded in holding the riveted attention
‘of his hearers.

The song ** La Marche Alpestre,” by
the French students, took the house by
storm and was cheered to the echo.
The encore was heartily responded to,
and admirably prepared the minds of
the people to follow the next two speak-
ers, one of whom, Mr. Dobson, B. A,
was now called upon t» defend the affir-
mative. As expected, his defence was
far from disappointing. His delivery
was free, his manner cool and collected,
and most effective of all, his arguments,
in general, were unassailable, and set
forth in amostable and eloquent manner.

Mr. G. C. Pidgeon, B. A., was next
called upon to support the negative,
which he succeeded in doing with great
credit to himself and much pleasure to
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the audience. His English was above
criticism, his reasoning logical, and the
points brought out, so clearly put, as to
carry the reason, without any exhaustive
effort to discover the thread of thought
or follow the trend of his argument.

Five minutes were allowed the leader
of the affirmative to reply, during which,
he dealt with the arguments of his op-
ponents, and summed up the points ad-
vanced by himself and colleague, which
he considered had not been overthrown.
The decision was lef: to the audience,
and given in favor of the affirmative, by
a small majority. ¢

Again, the gallery poured forth the
ever-acceptable college song, and pre-

pared the meeting for a treat by Mr.
Weir, who recited, * The Execution of
Montrose,” with great acceptance.

Another college song brought the pro-
gramme {o a close.

A cordial vote of thanks was accorded
Dr. Tno. Campbell who, so admirably,
discharged the duties of the chair, there-
by adding, in no small degree, to the
pleasure and success of the evening.

The national anthem having been
sung, Prof. Coussirat pronounced the
benediction, and our city friends re-
turned to their homes, let us hope, more
interested in our work and desirous of
contributing to the success of the Col-
lege, not only by the encouragement at-
tendant upon their presence, but by the
divine power secured in answer to their
prayers. .

A regular meetiug of the Philosophi-
cal and Literary Society was held on
Feb. 7th. The programme consisted of
the reception of reports, appointment of
judges for prizes offered, romination of

officers of the Society, and the election
of the Journawr Editorial Staff, for the
ensuing year.

Reports were received from the Treas-
urer and Corresponding Secretary and
adopted.

Professors Campbell and Coussirat
were appointed judges of the English
and French essays, Professors Coussirat,
Ross, and Rev. Mr. Morin, French read-
ing, and Professors Scrimger, Ross, and
Rev. Mr. Mowat, English reading and
speaking.

The following officers of the Society
were appointed by acclamation: Presi-
dent, 12 A. MacKenzie, B.A. ; 2nd Vice,
G C. Pidgeon, B.A.

The new editorial staff consists of the
following officers : .

LEditor-in-Chief—Mr. W. M. Town-
send.

Assaciate Editors—Messrs. D. Guth-
rie, B.A, J. Taylor, B.A,, and A. Mac-
Vicar.

French Editors—Messrs 1. Giroulx
and E. Brandt.

Corresponding Editor—Mr. W. Pat-
terson.

Reporting Editor—Mr. F. W. Gil-
mour.

Local and Exchange Editor—Mr. P.
D. Muir.

Treasurer and Business Manager—
Mr. G. D. Ireland.

Associate Managers — Messrs. A,
Graham and W. C. Sutherland.

A vote of thanks was tendered the old
staff, and responded to by Messrs. Mac-
Kenzie, Mcl.eod and Pidgeon, after
which, the President closed the meeting
with prayer.

yh -
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®ditorial Department.

How to meet the growing
need of our church in the
North-West, is a problem
with which the General Assembly grap-
ples every year. ‘The indefatigable
superintendent Dr. Robertson has done
much for church extension in that re-

Summer

Sessions.

gion, and from time to time has shown
the necessity of more active measures
At present to meet the
requirements of this .growing country,

being taken.

more men are needed, especially to fur-
nish supply during the winter months.
The several Colleges send out in early
spring men fitted for the work, during
the summer months much progress is
made; families who for months have
been without gospel ordinances have
been helped, and the indifferent have
been awakened to earnestness, just when
the student is becoming familiar with his
work, when a general interest has been
awakened, and the foundation of a good
work been laid, the summer is at an end,
and the student in charge starts ex roufe
for the east to resume his studies, leaving
the people where he labored discouraged
and disheartened. The colleges are so
distant that it is vain to hope for even
occasional supply from them. Some
advocate that in circumstances of this
kind the people themselves should con-

tinue holding gospel services, but there
are difficulties in the way ; laymen suit-
able, and willing, to do this kind of work
are not always to be found and in the few
cases where they can only a small per-
centage of the population attend their
meetings.

Thus in the majority of cases the good
work begun during the summer dwindles,
until the arrival of the next student, who
begins, not where his predecessor left off,
but rather where he began.  Such a pro-
cess continued from year to year is pro-
Other de-
nomination are able to furnish men

ductive of but poor results.

during winter months ; they enter taose
fields vacated by our students, and thus
large sections are lost, which otherwise
would be the nuclei of flourishing con-
gregations. )

The superintendent of missions in the
North West has since his appointment,
not ceased to draw the attention of the
church to the evil, and urged it to find a
remedy. Few bhave been proposed, per-
haps the most feasible is the summer
session ; by this plan students going to
the North West can remain in the feld
for a year, and yet lose no time because
they can study during the summer
months at Manitoba College, instead of
at their own college, Objections have
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been urged against this course on the
ground of expense, because of the diffi-
culty of successfully pursuing a course of
study during the hot months of summer,
and also because the establishment of a
summer session at Winnipeg would have
a tendency to draw away students from
the Eastern colleges, and thus weaken
them. All these objections have been
successfully answered, and the time is
now drawing near when theologicél
students wiil be called upon to respond
to the need of the church, who looks to
them to carry out the plan it has begun.

a

Missionary The letters that have. for
Intelligence. for many years been recen:ed

regularly from our foreign
missionaries, together with the various
other means used to diffuse missionary
intelligence among the masses, fill an im-
portant place in the Church’s mission
work. Too often the missionary has
been regarded as an anomaly among
Christian  workers, separated from
all intercourse with civilized races,
whose character could be revered but
not imitated or loved. Consequently
there was no flow of sympathy between
him and the majority of church mem-
bers, and instead of a living interest in
the work, there was little more than a
vague idea that really something ought
to be done. The condition of the
heathen was rarely realized, and there
was no clear conception of their claims

upon Christians, nor of the universal
application of the Master's command :—
*“Go ye into all the world, and preach
the Gospel to every creature.” The pro-
gress of science has virtually brought the
heathen to our doors, and taught us their
history and national characteristics, and

we must acquire a thorough knowledge

of their spiritual condition, and of those
of their sorrows which the Gospel alone
can ameliorate, before we can take an
active interest in their evangelization.
As many of us expect soon to take our
place among the leaders of the church’s
thought and action, the problem for us
to solve is :—how can the claims of the
heathen be kept before church workers
in such a way as to stir up missionary
zeal among them? The missionary
principles enunciated” in Scripture re-
quire to be emphasized more frequently,
and applied to the condition of the
church of to-day. The facts of foreign
mission work also require special atten-
tion. The lives of missionaries, their
joys and!sorrows, triumphs and reverses,
the darkness and misery of the lot of the
heathen bere, and the deeper gloom be-
fore, their incessant aspirations to a
loftier estate, which “they cannot express,
yetcannot allconceal,” the noble types of
character developed when the Spirit
works His wonders in their hearts, and
the glorious work that remains to be
done, should be kept before the mind of
every Christian. How can this be done?

D
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Missionary literature must be distributed
among the people. They should be
abreast of the times in this, asin every
other branch of knowledge. Lives of
missionaries, histories of the founding
and growth of missins, addresses and
treatises on mission work, should have a
prominent place in our religious libraries.
By the perusal of these a good founda-
tion will be laid for future study and
work. The latest missionary news should
be attainable.  Besides our church
papers, many valuable magazines are de
voted wholly to the cause of missions,
and, whenever possible, these should be
read regularly. The tidings from fields
of labor, the reports and letters pub-
lished from those actively engaged in the
work, will bring Christians into living
sympathy with the workers and those for
Mis-
sionary meetings should form an im-
portant branch of the church’s work. By
these valuable knowledge is dissemin-
ated in a community and an enthusiasm
created which will lead to great results,
Above all in them the effectual fervent

whose salvation they are striving.

prayer that availeth much is made for
the heathen and our representatives
among them, which will bring, not only
blessings untold to them, but to us the
deepening of our experience and quick-

ening of our zeal. The church should

- realize that it exists for the Master's

work alone, no branch of which is more
important than the evangelization of the

heathen, and the leaders of Christian
activity must direct their efforts into the
channels prescribed by our ascended
Lord.
***
We record with unfeigned
sorrow the sudden death of
™ the Rev. Dr. Watson, Hunt-
ingdon, Que.

In

Memoria

He was born in 1824 in
Aberdeenshire, Scotland, and graduated
in King’s University, Aberdeen, as
Master of Arts. Having been licensed
to preach the gospel he came to Canada
in 1854, and was soon after settled as
Pastor of the TUnited Présbyterian
Church of Huntingdon and Athelstan.
Subsequently Athelstan was separated
from Huntingdon, and Dr. Watson con-
tinued in charge of the latter until the
time of his demise,

He was a man of pure and elevated
Christian character and high scholarly
attainments. As a theologian he was at
once conservative and progressive, keep-
ing himself abreast of the thought of the
age withont giving way toits rash specu-
lations. Asa preacher he delighted in
the great central themes of gospel truth,
and unhesitatingly accepted the whole
Bible as the word of God and therefore
of supreme authority in all matters of
faith and conduct.

As a Pastor he was sympathetic, wise,
and untiring in the spiritual oversight of
the flock. His integrity o purpose and
zeal for the good of souls no one could

[y
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fail to observe. He was seen at his best
in the household, where the influence of
his spiritual-mindedness was deeply felt
by all who came in contact with him

In church courts he was manly and
active, always giving conscientious atten-
tion to every item of business, and main-
taining his opinions with such decision
and perseverance as uniformly com-
manded the respect of his brethren.

A few years ago he was Moderator of
the Synod of Montreal and Ottawa, and
on retiring from office he delivered a
sermon of great merit which was pl‘\l)‘
lished by the unanimous request of the
Synod. He was for many years Clerk
of that court in which capacity he gave

evidence of bis accuracy in business and
his thorough knowledge of the constitu-
tion and laws of the church.

For many years he acted as Convener
of the Presbytery’s Committee for the
Examination of Students,and was one of
the Examiners in Honors of the Presby
terian College.

In 1888 the College conferred upon
him the degree of Doctor of Divinity in
recognition of his superior scholarship,
profound acquaintance with various de-
partments of theological science, and the
many services which he had rendered to
the cause of education and of the
church.
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Calks about Books.

ESSRS. DRYSDALE & CO.are
the contributors of Bible Stud-

es by Henry Ward Beecher, a good

looking octavo of 440 pages, published
by T'ords, Howard, and Hulbert of New
York. The title page indicates that the
book contains Bible readings in the
Early Books of the Old Testament, with
familiar comment, given in 1878-9.
John R. Howard edits the studies from
stenographic notes taken by T. J. Ellin-
wood. Itis pleasant to find Beecher,
though dead, yet speaking through these
discourses with all his wonted vigour.
The Studies exhibit all the excellence
and some of the defects of the great
preacher’s style. They are offhand and
critical, but they are also reverent. He
merges Abram’s two acts of cowardice
before Pharaoh and Abimelech into one,
and does the same with our Lord’s two
visits to Nazareth, and His two purifica-
tions of the temple, which I very much
question his right to do. This criticism
issuperficial ; yet the Bible student is no
doubt on solid ground when he points
out the gradualness of the old world’s
progress in religion, and absolves God
from its glaring inconsistency with later
revelation. Perhaps he minimizes too
much the Divine element in ancient
Bible story, and at timesmakes too much
of what he calls its “rude places,” but
his estimate of its character is always
just, even magnanimous, and in his eyes

the Book is unique, the one Book in al
the world. He shows that the Israelite
was often under the impression that he
was faithfully serving God, when his acts
were such as God abhors ; nevertheless
this does not lead him to depreciate Old
Testament teaching, for, like a soldier
preacher whom he quotes, *he found
that he could preach best by drawing
the foresight of the New Testament
through the hindsight of the Old.” His
remark on God’s expostulation with
Joshua, “Wherefore liest thou thus upon
thy face?” is good. ‘“A great many
nien seem to think that God likes them
if they wallow ; but God does not like to
see a man behave himself unseemly any
more than we do.” Thisreminds me of
Rudyard Kipling :

¢ And ofttimes cometh the wise Lord God,
Master of every trade,

And tells them tales of the Seventh Day, of
IXdens newly made ;

And they rise to their feet as IIe passes by,
gentlemen unafraid.”

Even if it be before a schoolmaster, the
manly boy will stand up and take his
punishment bravely; but God is no
schoolmaster. In the study on Jephthah,
Mr. Beecher said * They slew him (the
Ephramite) because he could not say
Shibbolet’ ; and thatkind of slaying has
been going on ever since. When, in
the ordinances, men cannot say Skib-
boleth, but say Sifboleth, they are slain
with the sword of the church.” I can-
not homologate all that is in the vol-

’
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ume, but 1 cordially reconimend it as
bright and clever, suggestive, and thor.
oughly devout. It has raised my esti-
mation of its truly great author as a
truth-seeking, Bible-loving man.

One of those kind people who feel it
their mission in life to tell their fricnds
all the supposed unkind things said
about them and their work, has drawn
the attention of the Editor of the Pres-
byterian Record to the passing remark
in December’s Talk, which, referring to
the appearance of the Free Church ‘and
Church of Scotland organs, states:
“There is a certain dignity about these
documents when laid side by side with
our own Record that stamps the latter
more or less with provincialism.” If
the Lditor, who is indignant, were Zo Jay
the three documents side by side, not take
and read them, I think, as a candid
man, he would agree to the provincial-
ism more or less. This is not the first
time the Talker has drawn attention to
the Rerord’s typographical appearance
externally. He has never called in
question its literary excellence, nor
would it become him to belittle the old
cditor in favour of the new, nor the new
in favour of the old. Onc thing, how-
ever, 1 must say, in justice to the former
cditor, who did not necd to have his at-
tention called to the Talker, and that s,
that, when a very similar remark was
made relative to a possible improvement
in the Record’s appearance, he knew the
Talker better than to take it as an ad-

verse criticism of his work. The ex-
pense of publication in Canada may not
admit of a larger shect or a coloured
wrapper, but the fact remains all the
same. There may be people who have
the bad taste not to appreciate the cover
of the JoornaLeven. Ifthere are, they
may say so as publicly as thay please ;
it won’t hurt us in the least.

A former Editor-in-Chief of the Jour-
NaL sends for review The Higher Criti-
cism of the Hextateuch by Professor C.
A. Briggs, D,D., a handsume octavo of
250 pages, published by Charles Scrib-
ner's Sons of New York. Within brief
compass, this is the most complete and
readable beok on its side of the subject
I have met with. Tts history of the
Higher Criticism, and its chronological
marshalling of great names and opinions
are masterly.  The arguments and phil-
ological proofs are admirably arranged.
The tone of he book is calm and schol-
arly. If one fails to see the force of
some of the arguments, and still doubts
the success of the critics in locating
their documents, onc must still admit
that the matter cannot be put aside with
a doguuatic sneer or the angry exclama-
tion of a mere traditionalist. One
thing language reveals, namely, that at
whatever times the books were originally
written, all of them in part, and Deuter-
anomy probably as a whole, have
been reswritten.  Dr. Briggs rcfuses to
accept the testimony of Jesus in favour
of Mosaic authorship, yet ishe reverent,
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regarding the Scriptures as historical and
as the word of God. He defends that
historicity against Reuss, Kuenen, and
Wellhausen, and concludes his work
proper by stating the contention that the
work of the Higher Critic reveals ‘the
magnificent unity of the whole Bible in
the midst of its wondrous variety.” Not
the least valuable part of the book is its
eight appendices, setting forth originai
documents, their parallels, and charac-
teristic words and phrases. He who
would cer: Tully consider the work of the
critics, in brief and systematic form,
canuot do better than read Dr. Briggs’
treatise. He should, however, credit
intelligent Bible students, who are not
documentary men of the ordinary type,
with knowing that Moses did not write

the account of his own death, nor Joshua -

the book called by his name. Even the
Jews knew better than this.

I am indebted once more to Mr.
James Croil, I do not know why we
should call him by his Christian name,
since he is our only Mr. Croil, for the
complete volume of the Nordisk Mis-
Biographies
of Scandinavianmissionaries runthrough
three quarterly numbers, including
Adolf Henrikson, Hans Nikolaison, and
Andreas Riis. The first quarterly num-
ber has elaboratc statistical tables of
Protestant Missions to the Heathen in
188g-go. Mr. Croil, who is an author-
ity on the subject of Missions, praises
the industry of Provost Vohl, but thinks

sionstidsskrift for 1892.

“with it.
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he has something to learn yet in the dif-
ficult field of statistics. Missionary bib-
liography is not forgotten by the Pro-
vost and his aids. A Picture of the
Moravian Herrnbhut, Missions of the
English Church in Australiz, The Over-
sight or Superintendence of Missions,
Missions in India, Uganda, Alaska, and
many other articles make up this inter-
esting volume, but what little Dinish I
ever had is evaporating, and to work
with the dictionary is too suggestive of
second childhood. Yet the Talker ap-
preciates the Provost’s good work, and
thanks Mr. Croil for acquainting him
I append Mr. Croil’s own val-
uable table, which has come to me, with
the very elaborate £, .~ual Report of St.
Paul’s Church, Montreal.

The population of the world is computed to
be abour 1,500,000,000, as follows :—

Protestants............. 137,000,000
Roman Catholics........ 203,000,000
Greek church .......... 89,000,000
Mohammedans.......... 175,000,000
CWS.ueeoresrnnansanann 3,000,
Heathen..ooooeeaeaana 886,000,000

The Protestants are usually classified ap-
proximately, as follows :—

Lutherans, of various orders. . . . 35,000,000

Methodists do « .+ .25,000,000

Episcopalians, the world over. . 22,000,000

Presbylerians, of various orders.. 20,000,500

Baptists, of every kind........ 17,000,000
Congregationalists............ 6,000,000
All other Denominations.... .. 12,000,000

Some principal foreign mission socicties and
their respective incomes (at home), approx-
imately.

TRITISH SOCIETIES.

Income

Founded. 1891-92.
1649 The New England Company. $ 17,500
1701 Socicty for the I'ropagation of

the Gospeleoveneanenn.... 582,600
1792 Baptist Missionary Society... 375,000
1795 London ¢ ¢ .. 743,120
1799 Church o« ® o ... 1,345,900
1817 Mcthodist ** ... 625,685
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’24 Church of Scotland.......... 170,000
’43 Free Church of Scotland.].... 311,060

40 Presbyterian Church of Ircland - 80,000
44 Presbyterian Church of Eng-

land...oiieiininnnennn.. 95,000

’47 United Presbyxcnan Church 237,500

’62 China Inland Mission........ 243,000

AMERICAN SOCIETIES,

American Board of Commis-

sioners, &C.... +.. ......5 840,8c8

’14 Bapiist Missionary Union.... 600,000
’19  Methaudist Episcopal Church. . 1,251,027
’35 Protestant Episcopal Church.. 190,000
’37 Presbyterian Board (Norih)... 931,292
’s8  Refoimed Church (Dutch).... 118,000
’58 United Presbyterian Church. 112,816
62 Presbyterian Church (South).. 130,276

76 Cumberland [Iresbyterian
Church,....oovviiiaana., 12,403

CONTINENTAL SOCIETIES.
1721 Danish Missionary Society... $ 21,3500
1732 Moravian \llsslonary bocxuy.. 120,000
1797 Netherlands .. 30,000
1815 Basel o .. 210,000
’19 Leipsic . .. 8o,co0
’22 DParis o 50,000
24 DBerlin o .. 7S,c00
28 Rhenish e .. 100,000
’35 Sw ull\h “ .. 90,000
’42 Norwegian “ .. 100,009
49 Hermannsburgh . 64,000

CANADIAN SOUIEIIES.

1824 The Methodist Missionary So-
ClelYeeneeninn ve cunnnnnn $ So,000

1844 The Presbyterian Church in
Canada..oooaienniiannan, 114,291

1866 The Bapt:st Missionary Socie-
L 1L S 30,000

1851 The Congregational Mission-
aAry SOCelY .o eevenrennnn.n 2,300

1883 The Church of England Mis-

sionary Socicety, in Ontario,

Qucbee, Neova Scotia aned
New Brunswick........... 10,743

AL the beginning of the present century there
were only seven missionary sacicties in exist-
ence ; they employed 170 missionauies. In 1890
there were 300 socictivs—incluling 50 womeny
and 10 medical socictics 3 the number of 1
daincd missionaries (Lumpc'tn amd native) was
8,067 : other helpers, 43,0003 of conmunicants,
almost 100,000,000 The incomes of these
socicties amounted in all to aver $11,000,0c0,
of which nearly 2,000,000 came from the
Iadics.

1. C., Fele. 3, 1893,
The Halifax Presbyterian Collcge
journal called The Theologue, for the
mounth of January, has reached me, It
contains an analysis of the Book of
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Hosea by that eminent Hebraist, Dr.
Currie ; The Relation of the Church to
External Religious Movements, by the
Rev. G. Bruce, B. A.; and the Rev. R,
A. Falconer, B.D. on A Batch of Books
on Paulinism, which gives great praise
to Methodist Theological Scholarship.
There is also an article by the Talker,
of which the printer has made pie. Our
Halifax contemporary is worthy of cor
dial support. If all our wise men from
the east and west could only meet with
an enterprising publisher and a judicious
editor, a Presbyterian Quarterly ar
Monthly might take its place with the
best theological serials of the day.

The Thinker for January appals one,
especially as it has absorbed The Maga-
The Beok

Critic and Literary Department delics

zine of Christian Literature.

analysis, nor is there space in a Talk for
Current American, Canadian, German,
Dutch, and Scandinavian Thought. In
the Survey of Thought, the term Asi-
arch, which occurs in Acts xix, 31, 15
supposed to have denoted the chicf
pricst of a temple dedicated to the reign-
jng Cwsar; Professor Kamphausen ex-
plodes the Book of Daniel, which Pes-
phyry thought he did long ago. ln
Christian Thought, Dr. Blaikie discusss
the vexed question of The Relation «f
Dr.
Matheson in Expository Thought treats
of the Expediency of Christ’s Depar.
ture ; and in Theological Thought, Pro-

the Church to Social QQuestions.

fessor Bruce deals with the Historical
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Christ and Modern Christianity. Iam
glad to see that Dr. Bruce holds to the
absolutenecessity of the historical Christ,
aud will not surrender this for the
Hegelian idea.

The Sunday School Times for Janu-
ary 21 agrees with Dr. Andrews that
Matthew’s geneaology of our Lord gives
Joseph’s descent, and Luke’s that of
Mary: Professor Hilprecht writes on
Cyrus in the light of the Cuneiform In-
scriptions of Babylonia ; and Dr. John
G. Paton shews that the heathen have
moral laws. The January quarterly
statement of The Palestine Exploration
Fund is an interesting one. Mr. Bliss
reports on excavations at Tell el Hesy,
and Professor Sayce translates the cunie-
form inscription found at that site of
ancient Lachish. I have no hesitation
in saying that, according to Professor
Sayce’s transliteration, right so far as he
goes, save his determinative prefixes, his
translation is false, and that his ma#f sa
sarzi, instead of meaning “the country
of the king” means “the officer of the
king,” mati being king, sa, the genitive
postposition, and saz77, the Basque sa7z,
2 chief or officer. This document is
Hittite, and Hittite is what Dr. Sayce,
exceedingly clever in Assyrian, does not
know. I have translated many hundred
Hittite documents, and can tell one,
when I see it, at sight. There is much
more in the Statcment, on Palmyra, Pal-
estine Mud Showers, Auncicnt Jerusalem,

and The Tomb of our Lord, all worthy
of attention.

The Transactions uf the Canadian In-
stitute of Toronto, published in Decem-
ber, have just reached me. They begin
with an abstract of the pape:s read at
the Summer Session in Penetanguishene
in September, 1891, when the Mayor
and Council. Chief Assance and John
Monaque, Indians, Father Laboureau,
and Mr. W. J. Keating did much to pro-
mote the success of its meetings. The
Ornithological Report, of 62 large oc-
tavo pages, notes the arrivals, at or near
Toronto, of a great many species of
birds, among which several rare speci-
mens were observed or captured. Mr.
D. W. Beadle’s paper on Canadian Wild
Flowers regrets the extermination of
these, and directs attention to the fact
that almost all of them will flourish in
cultivation. Father A. G. Norice, O.
M. 1, contributes Déné Roots, which is
not a botanical paper, but one of philo-
logy, setting forth the construction and
the vocabularies of the Déné or Atha-
pascan language of North America,
which, many years ago, I proved to be
related to the Tungus of Asia. The
chief article in the Transactions, how-
ever, is that by the Rev. Dr. MacNish on
St. Zolumba or Colum Cille. This is
a very learned but, at the same timc, a
very interesting paper, giving, from the
best authorities, an account of the life
and labours, the biographics and writings
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of the missionary saint of Iona. Much
archeeological and philological lore is
scattered through the article, and even
poetry lights up its pages, Gaelic poetry
kindly translated for the benefit of the
Saxon. There was a time, not very long
ago, when our Canadian Presbyterianism,
1n the ministry at least, was innocent of
literary composition, save in the form of
sermons and letters to newspapers.
Now there is hardly a branch of study
and research in which some of our
ministers cannot be found to excel.
Among such Dr. MacNish occugies a
high position, adding to his all-round
scholarship, peculiar and recognized ex-
cellence as a Classic, and a deserved re-
putation, as out of sight the best Celtic
scholar on the continent.

The Bible student in many quarters
no doubt cut up his December fascicu-
lus of the Procesdings of the Society of
‘Biblical Archzeology eagerly, as the table
of contents on the cover announced
Remarks on the Pharaoh of the Exodus,
by P. Le Page Renouf, supposed to de
the greatest English Egyptologist. Mr.
Renouf turns out to be an Egyptian
philologist rather, and is an agnostic as
to the relation between Egypt and the
Israelites. He continues to place three

centuries between the Tothmes and the
Rameses, but Mr. Butler of Blackheath,
London, in frequent visits to the British
Museum, has discovered scarabaei bear-
ing the united cartouches of certain
Rameses and Tothmes, varied at times
with those of Seti 1 and 1. Within
ancient Egyptian monumental material
there is no scale of chronology, so that
writers on the subject have blindly fol-
lowed guides whose guess-work equalled

that of the highercritics. To the latter

class Mr. Renouf plainly belongs, for he
seeks to prove the account of the
Exodus to be long posterior to the time
of Moses. Mr. Francis Ainsworth writes
on Habor and Chebar, or The Two
Captivities: and Mr. F. Cope White-
house on Lake Mceris in Egypt and the
Ptolemaic Maps. Mr. Renoufalso con-
tinues his translation of The Book of
the Dead In regard to Mr. Butlers
labours amoug the Scarabs, I have to
acknowledge his kindness in procuring
for me fac-similes of those illustrating
my contention that Tothmes II and
Rameses I are two distinct names for the
same person. In spite of the negations
of Mr. Renouf’s deputies, Mr. Butler in-
clines to the Talker’s view.
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