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ON UNITY.

APPENDIX I
*¢ But (bave the mnovators said, corruption had
wund its way to the very heart of the Catholic
<hurch; we were positively obliged to leave for our
ewn security.”  They have said this, I am aware,
‘We shall presently sec what we are to think of the

weigaty accusation; let us examine in the first place
whether it be sufficiont to justify their sepagation.
1© I maintain that tieir accusation, were it true,
would nat excuse them from schism, for I would an-
swerthem with one Of youwr leamed- teachers.
*¢ The corruptions in a Churck aro not of so destruc-
tivean influence, as schismsand divisions frono it.
‘Tibeing much-in the body spiritual as in the natu-
ral: where that which seyers and dissolves the con-
tinuity of parls, fends more fo the destruction of|
‘%o whole, than that which corrupts them. You
may cure & throat wheait is sorg, but not when it
iseut, ¥
" Ewouldanser them:wilh St.Cyprianand St
Augustine,that there never'canbe a lawfulnecessity
fbr destroying unity; thit Aaron bore with a multi-
tude of Jews, wholiad crecled forthemselves an
idol; Moses witl a million.of peoplewho were ever
murmuring aguinst God; Darvid, with Saul: Isaiah,
with those whombe accused of an infinity of crimes:
aad Jesus Christ withi Judas, ¥ would-reply with
the same fathers that Jesus Christ has enjvined the
Presersation of union pmong ourselves, -reserving
scparation fo himsclfalone, because the right of sc-
paratiog helongs to im alone, who can neyer be
mistaken; that, until the barvest, that is, ill the
tast judgrient the. chaff and -the wheat, *the straw
and the grain - tnust Temain mixed together: thal
mcref‘fwro weare not to leave the Church, because
wediscover chaff in the morals of individuals,
though never inthe publicy faith; that we for our
parts have only to endeavourto become 'tho #o0d
grain: Iwould reply that the Domatistsin Bm;n
pleaded for their justfication, that Calliolits vwere
becyme Pagans, they have it on-thif account
been theTess Justly accused of schism by thevwhole
ij_umb,t' even by the ackaowledzenient of. pmust»
antg. . . i b e R
Zeads of o

2P Ad fr thedeads of atcusation; theres is no
nced of other witnesses,then the ‘pratestants.. them-
selves;lo acquitthecatbolic church of them.. In
gty ifin the beguming, to attract thepoa~ people

oo rétain ‘thei in isir parly; ifaflerwards to jus-

ing'words, corruption,crrors, dangerons (o salvaticn,
ond  idolatiy . in  worship,  divine pro-
sidence permifled that therashould arrive moments
of disinteresiedness and calmness, during which the
reformers themselves, end their adhereats after
them, bave velieved the catholic Church of these
horrible accusations. Forthis I appeal to the con-
fession of Augsburgh, the most authentic and most

solefnu act of the Lutheran communion: it thus
concludes the exposition of its doctrines: ¢ Suchis
the abridgmept of our faith, in which vothing will
be discovered contrary® to scripture, or to the ca-
tholic church, oreven tothe Roman Church, as far
as we canknow it{rom its writers. The dispute
furns upon some few abuses which have been intro-
duced into the churches without any certain autho-
rity; and should-there be found some difference,
that should bebome with, since it isnot necessary
that the rilés of the church should be every where
thesame,””  In tho apology is found the same mo-
deration.  Luther (would you believe it?). in the
treatise which e publislied against privatemasses,
and in Swhichhe zelates his famous dialogue with
the Devil, out ageous as he shows “himsell against
the catholic church, whith he regards as the scat of]
Antichrist and abomination, farfrom refusing it the
{itle of -Church on that account, declares in spite of|
every thing, ¢ that it is the *truc church, the pillar
and support of truth and the most holy place. In
this Church, continues he, God miraculously pre-
serves baptism, the (extof the Gospel in all lan-
guages, the remission of sins and absolution, as wcll
in private confession asin public; the sacrament of|
the.altar about Easter and three or fourtimes a year
although they have cut off one kind from the peo-
ple: the vocation and ordination of pastors, consola-
tion in the last agony, the imageof the crucifix, and
at the same time the remembrance of the death and
passion of Jesus Christ: the psalter, the Lord’s
prayer, the Creed, the Decalogue, and many pious
canticles in Latin and German.”” Andalittle lat-
er: “YWhero are found the true relics of the saints,
there no <ubt has been and still is the holy church
of Jesus Christ; there bave dwelt the saints, for the
institutions and the sacraments of Jesus Christ are
ihore, except once of the kinds, which fins been for-
ciblyremoved. Onthisaccountit is certain that
Jesus Christ has been present in it, and that his spi-
tit preserves therein the true krowledgo of bimself,
the true faithin hiselect.? ’

Two protestant ministers of France, in their worlt
JMontauban justifis, published in 1662, quotea si-
milar passage frome Luther’s book agajnst the Ana-

|

i
'

|

Yy all Germany and cven through the whole of Fuwe
rope. She asked him, which of the two réligioys
was the better, the Catholic or the Protestant. “ 1t
my opinion, replied he, the Lutheran is themest
plausible; the Catholic, the most secure.”

1 appeal morcover, both to the declarations «°
faith seat by the Calvinists of France {o the pio
testonts of Germany, in which they adbere to the
Confession of Augsburgh except the 10ih article
upon the Eucharist; and to thet of Theodore Beza
speaker for the calvinistic party at the celebrated
conference of Poissy. The cardinal do Lorraine
having proposed to him {o receive the Confessian
of Augsburgh in allasarticles, Beza accepted them
without hesitation, with the exception of that of {l:e
Lord’s supper, and solemnly assured himof the
consent of all his bretbren. Ilere then is the Ca
tholic and ‘Roman faith recognized, by authentic
acts, to be conformable in cssentinl points with tho
faith of the Lutherans and Calvinists (the Eucharist
excepled( and consequently exculpated by thei:
own confession, from idolatry, funcamental errors,
and all corruptions incompatible with sahation
And ns forthe Bucharist, the¥ canuot accuse of
idolatry the adoration we there pay to Jesus Chris,
since they tolerate it inthe Lutherans, many oF
whom pay the same adoration o Jesus Christ ™
their sacrament, while the rest, agree at least, afleg
Luther, that there iszo crime in adoring Jesus
Christ present upon the altar. I is moreover re
markable that the most learned Calvinisis Lave ar
gued with theselatter, that they could not without
impicty refuse their adoration to Jesus Christin the
Eucharist, where they beiieve him to be present,
and that in this respect Catholics reasoned more con-
sistently than they did themselves.

Calvin in person assures us, that Jesus Christ i
ordor that his Church might not entirely perish, had
preserved baptism and the essentials of religion ip
France, laly, Germany, Spain, England, &c. and
in his commentaricsupon St. Paulhe ranks amonge
the saints, Cyprian, Ambrose, Augostine, Gregory
Bernard, end many others who resembled them, pro-°
fessing, no doubt, the deetrine that-these saintspro-
{essed, as the Catliolics of their time did, and. e
they have done ever since. Peter Mariyr expresses
himself much intho sameivanner,

Daille, the celebrated minister of Choventon,
afterproving that the Church of Romo admittcd ke
atticles of the creed, adds: < Andif there hesstift
any othor principsl article this Church rectivgs
them al} and embraces them with you, and . con-
dcmnsthe names and  the memory of those, V&G

L 4
K




- Ly I

CATHOLIC.

THI

vor overturned them in ancientf aresaved in her communion,””  The passages from!
Juricu, follow after : you may find them in tho third
“ Advertisciuent » of this grei Bishop to the Pro-
testants.

I pass on to some particular facts, whichwill al-
so give you to understand that the opinion of there- |
;| furmed teachers is favorablo to the Clnueh of Rome. .

f.ad remained within these bounds, neither our fa-|| Henry 1V, after having conquered his kingdem

thers, ror we should ever have had any reasons for’, sword in hand, applied himself seriously to the stu-

*raving her communion.”  And in agother part, 'dy of religion.  Although the interests of his crown
afler enumerating the fundamental articles of Pro- “might give him an inclivation towaeds Calholicism,'
testants, he continyes; ¢ Rome does not call in - ho weighed the reasonson both sides; and it was
lestion dhe articles, which we believe; it cven’ principally from the achnowledzment of the divines
rofesses to believe them.—Who can deny, even in",,of his party, that he determinedupon embracing the |
gur day, that Rome admits the necessary articles. catholic religion; forwhen tho most able ministers,
‘Pruth howeve robliges me to fell you, that Daille)t acknowledged to him that he couldalso work out
ccemed to be ashamed whien in presence of Lis breth-  his salvation in this church, he exclaimed; < Then
vendn Germany, of having conceded so much to the , T will take the safest side.” * M. de Sully had not
Chureh of Rome.  But, whatever heasserted afler- only declared to him that he held it as cerlain that
svards respecting the pernicious opinions added by 'mcn might be saved being Catholics, bat more-
hertothe 1ccessary articles, it still is equally certain :overmentioned to this Prince five of the principal
that the acknowledgments just cited were made by ‘ministers who were not opposed fo this sentiment.
hiny. Formerly, when in England, I read the declara-

1 have still another important witness to produce, S tion made by the Duchess of York before her death;
£1e oo famons Bishop of Spalatro, who, while ave- ynder Charles 11, ofthe reasons that had induced,
#igee in Ingland under James I, published therr, '!hcr to embraee the Catholic religion. 1 bave now

iy 163¢. his Latin woik upon the IScclesiastical re- 'nothing but the translation before me; 1 I have rea-
pubiic, in which he expresses himself as follows; | son to believe it faithful. < I was desirous (says
« Itis one thing tc desert the faith, by a deficiency ['she) of conferring upouthese matters with the two.
and another to injure the faith, by excess. Heresy 'most talented bishops tlat we kave in England,
properly speaking consists in the deficiency, that isl'and both of them candidly acknowledged to me,
198ay, when anessenticl artiele is denied or I\Oti‘ﬂmt there are many things in the Church of Rome,
~dmitted. I was boruit istrue, in tha Church of | whichit were desirable that the Churchof England
Rome; to it U amindebted for my cdacation and '|]md al\\'ays Prcscr\'cd, such as, confession, whiel:
1y dignities; Tgrew gray in ils bosowm. Although i hey canuot deny that God  himself commandcd,"
¥ have for a long time been imbued with its errrors, | and praying forihe dead, which is onc of the most|
1 will not, foi I cannot, acknowledge thatl C‘"ef"aulhcnlic and most ancient practices of the Chris-|
was aberetic, in the sense above explained, noteven | tian religion; that, as for themselves, they still
saterially so.  For mast assuredly there is no ﬁm-'| made use of them in private, without making pro-!

have cither staker
trmodera times. Truly we cmmot deny, nor would
we wish to deny, that the Church of Rome beliovcsi
these holy truths,

‘Thauks be to our Lord for hav-:
. r preserved them for so many ages amidst so ma-!
ny revelutions.  We could ind _ed have desired lhnti
+i1¢ had never added any thing of herown,—If she

e e e mm e v
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damental articles of faith, that this church rejects;
of fhat I have ever rejected withit.”™  And after- |
wardson this point: *“ What then are we to think
of the Church.of Romel  Isit Cathulic oruot? 1
answer, still keeping inview a deliciency in funda-
wmentals, that this Church has always been and is;
sUll at thepresent day, perfectly Catholic, inas-
much as she prafessesand believes the Catholic and;
fundamental faith, inall its integrity; although I
doubt not (hat its faith israther  <lckly than sound,
apd that it has lost some ofiis beauty by an admix- i
ture of stsange additions™* »
There is no one, not cvea the impetuous Juricu, |
butwho has been obliged 1o acknowledge that sal-,
vation is attainablein the churchvof Rowme.  1le af-!
terwards indecd denies having said it, and doubt-
fessly would wish aot to have done so—IIe redou- f

bles his invectives and calumnies against it, and'
,authentic and public document, that the catholic
as gross as formetly existed at Athens. ¢ But,|Ireligion also conducted tosalvation,

goes so far as to pretend tosay that in it is idolatry

with alt this ( said M. Bousset, ) Godis the Mas-
ger, God compels the cnemics of the truth and the
calumniators of the Church to say more than they
would wish, and while in the very act of calumnia-!

ting the Church, they unavoidably find themselvesi
st the feet of that Church, acknowledging that men'.

fession of them in public.

¢« As 1 was pressing one of these bishops upon the
other points of controvery, ard principally uponthe,
ren! presance of Jesus Christ i the adorable sacra-
meut uponthe altar; he frankly rephed to e, that,
if e were a Catholic, he would not change hisre-
ligion, butthat having been brought up in the
church in whikh hebelieved himself {o enjoy all |
that was necessary for salvation, and having been
baptized iu it, he thought he could not leave 1t with-,
out great scandal.>>  O! but unity and schism! did
they never enter your wind, my Lord?

Elizabeth Christina, Queen of Charles VI, and
mother of the immortal Maria Thevesa, was desi-
rous before she accepted the imperial crown, of se-
curing the most important of all afairs, her salva-
tion. She consulted upon the sbbject the most able
protestant divines, and they declared to her, by an

1
'
L

On occasion of the projected marriago  (after-
wards ratified,) of tho Princess of ¥Wolfenbuttel
with Chartles ITL. King of Span, the faculty of
theology, at Helmstadt were consulted upon the

— rs

fwards a p:

long

following qubstion. Can « Protestant Princens,
destined to marry a Catholic Prince, embrace the
Catholic religion, with safe conscience?  The pro-
tessors unanimously gave an affirmative opinion in
along amd argumentative reply, which they alt
signud, the 20th of April, 1707-  You may read it
at the end of a small work entitled: The Duke ot
Brunswick’s fifty reasons for leaviag the Luiheran
communion to cuter into into the Catholic church.*

To these decisions, 2eould join the testimonies
of your own structors, sncis as Barrow, Hooker,
Cowel, Bunny, Seme, Morton, Montague, Heylin,
Potter, Laud, Stillingtleet, &c. Of theso I shall
only cCite one, who is of great weight.—¢¢ 1 declare
&am bound caodidly to declars (says Thormdyke)
I know not of any articla necessary to salvation,
thnt is prohibited by the Churchof Rome! nor of
any incompatible with salvation, that is propound-
ed by her.”t

Whall shallwe say of so many individuals who,
being burnaud broughtup in proteslant comiru-
nions accustomed to hear of nothing but the trors,
superstitions, and idolatry: of the Church of Kome
induced afierwards by citcumstances to examine
more closely its doctrine, itsprinciples, andits wor
ship ; have acknowledged their purity and confor-
mity with the primitive faith and practice, have
thrown aside their hatred of it together with the pre~
judices that had only beea recommended to  their
belief by misrepresentationsand calumnious impu-
tations, and have concluded by ranking themselves
among the number of her children, and by defen-
ding and vindicating her from the errors and crimes
which they themselves bad solong been accusto-
med to lay to her charge. Such among others, in
my country, were the celebrated Cardinal  Duper -
ron, the graveand sensible Desmahis, the cloguent
Peclissen, the learned Morin, priest of the Oratoir,
and Papin, long a 7ealous minister of Calvinism
and who, sfter reeachinghis errors in France, Eng-
land, and Germany, came to cenounce and abjure
thiem in the hands of the great  Bishop of Meaux ;
and in your country, Challoner, Gother, the two

Hays. andthe anonymous author of an excellent”
work which ducs no’ less honour to his heart thau
to his head.t All these distinguished men, to

# Sold by Keating, Duke-street, -Grosvenorsquare, Lon+
don. 1S14.~% Thorndyke in Epilog p. 346.—} An essay to-
roposal for Catholic Communion. This is an eox--
that cannot be sufficiently recommended to

celient work y )
A shto beeome acquainted with the trn,

the Foalisk, who wi

Church. It wacreprinted in London some few years back
atthe experise of 1gc latc AIT Sheldon Constaalc, of Bur-
ton.

Andto cite more recent gnmplcs,l 'mll here call to
your recollection, two striking coaversious, that of Ms-
Nathaniel Thaycr, who after bring minister of the sect. ot
uritans at Boston, was canverted at Rome, in 1783, and
Kas himselfpublished the motives that led bim back to Ca.
tholic unity: that of Miss Elizabeth Pitt; 2 relatidn of e
itomortal munister, whoso talents and cloquence bave so
been the admiration and the astonishment of England.
ced ker vows at the convent of the visitation at
he 26th of November, 1757. Ipresent im;
Insion of the Ietter which she-wrete upon hed
conversion to the Cure de Saint Jacques, of the sarme town
the 20th of June, 1783; ¢ As for the protestants, who may
obtain information of it, T do not der myself {
ed to insiruct them, much less to convert them: but I eone
jare them, a8 my brethren, whose salvation is most dear fo
me, to follotw are piece of odvice; which is, not torrjec
withont themost serzous cxamination, the _cioubts, whid!
roust b originated 1n thefrmicds, if they think delibente
upon it, by the novelty of their beliefand ite variations sixe

shc prononn
Abberville, t
with the conc

#Mem, do Solly, ch XXXVIIL.—~%See fhe end of val.
11. of the Hast. of Calvin, by Maimbourg.
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* whom many more might have been added, have left’

behind them admirable works, equally useful to!
those who scek the truth aud to those who are car-
ried on by their zeal to defend it.

I can personally assure you, Sir, that, having of-
len had occasion, during my long residence in your
country, to converse upon the difference of our re-
ligions with English bishops and divines,and even
with well instructed laics, I have always found them
of the same opinion and almost employing the same
words, They would say to e that ¢ their religion
and mine were equally good ; that the greatest part
of the differences turned upon cercmonies and
poiuts of discipline, and some also upon opinions
superadded (would they say), to the ancient belief
by our Charch, and which theirs had thought proper

-0 retrench; they consideredt he Churches of France

and England as two sisters, in whom were discov-
#rable a family likeness and the leading features of
resemblance-"

Would to God,Sir, that this resemblance might
become perfect, as it formerly was, and as it ought
never to have ceased to be !

After the factsand ieatimonieshyou have just read,

1 dare flatter myself, Sir. that you by this time no|

Yonger doubt of the injustice of the imputations cast
upon the church of Rome. They have originated in

leader of the anabaptists. So much for the first an-
abaptists. In Switzerland, Zuinglius, the curate of
Glaris; at Geneva, in Switaerland and in France,
Calvin,the young curate of pont I’ Eveque,near Noy-
on: Theodore Beza, the Latin pwet and prior at
Longjumeau; Peter martyr,a florentinian, who
left the regular chapter of St. Augustine, ran from
Italy with Ochin, general of the Capuchins, to dog-
matize in Switzerland, then at Strasburg, thenin
England, and last of all, once more in Switzerland,
where he died. 8o much for the Calvinists,

In Scotland Knox, amonk,a priest, and afier-
wards the furious disciple of Calvin, whose princi-
ples he conveys to his native country, where he
puts every thing into a flame: the Earl Murray,
the natural, but unnaturally cruel brother of Ma-
ry Stuart, who passed from the convent ofSt. An-
drew to theregencyof the kingdom: Buchanan the
ungrateful calumniator of Mary Stuart:* So much

your country, I finda house of Lords, with theex-
ception of many lords, and of all the bishops; a small
majority in the house of commons, together with
the Queen and her council. Now whatdo we dis-
cover inthe persons I have just named? Itouch
not here upon selfish motives of ambition, interest,
and lust, nor upon the morals and the conduct of

#dhat sourness, malignity, and hatred, which the
#pirit of party always produces, and from people un-
fortunately finding it their interest to extend and
sypport the defection. Destitute of reallity and
Pproofs, they recoil upon their inventors, & neverwill
they justify the rupture. ‘It was evil done of them
who first urged such a separation.””  Calvin there-
fore was wroug in his conceit, when he wrote to
Melanchton in 1552; ““We have been compelled to
seeparate from the whole world.”

To prove however that all -these accusations were
Jnadmissible, it would have .been quite sufficient,

without the detail, to have made the single obser-'

¥ation, with which thisnote, already too long, shall
be concluded. Whoarethey, that have daredtoac -
cuse the church of innovation in dogma, error in

doctrine, superstition in practice, and idolatry in:
worship! Who are they? The question is impor-;

tant,

At the bead of all appears Luther, an Augustin- |

1\jan friar; next Carlostadius, an archdeacon; Me -
danchton;, a professor ofthe Greek language; allj
three at Wirtemburg; their party is quickly joined -
by (Ecolampadius, a monk of the order of St. Lau-
rence, near Augsburg: by Munster, a grey friar;
by Bucer, a Dominican: and by the famous Mun- :
cer, who from a disciple , became the infuriated

the catholie doctrine; for the true faith is one; and must l
pecessarily be traced to the apostles and to Jesus Christ. !
May it please God to enlighten them, as he has deigned to|
enlichten me, in order to dmw me from' the errors in
which my birth and education had unfortunately engaged |
«lne.”  Germany presents, in our days a multitude cﬁh- ’
iightened protestants, who have embraced catholici

|ing to them on all sides.

these fiery fabricators of the reformation, which
|| presentan appearance any thing but apostolic. 1
| paes by the scandalous marriages of the priests, and
of religious men with religious women, which
when recurring among us in the midst of of our im-
; pious revolution, have excited contempt and ridi-

cule.t But I ask whaf was the character of the
personages in the ecclesiastical hierarchy?
|| Were they suchas Jesus Christ had in view when
iihe said; *Go, teach all nations—I am with you to
i|to the end of the world?”” Was itto to them that
i he gaid; ““He that heareth you, heareth me; and
|he that despiseth you, despiseth me!” ~Was it
to them that he promised the holy Spirit, to come
itand instruct them in all truth? But as these lofty

]
)
i

| and magnificent promises were made fo the apos-
|es and their successors, as the apostles, and after
i|them tke bishops only, have, at all times, accord-
ing to the promises and ordinances of Jesus Christ,
governed his Church, decided controvercies,
iland declared as judges, what was revealed and
what not; itwas an easy and simple thing to stop
the mouthes of the innovators,by unanimous y reply-
““Who are you, that you

must meddle with doctrinal points, must decide that

|sach a doctrine is an error, such a point of disei-

pline a corruption,such a practice idolatrous, and
that you must needs produce a schism in the church
Asfor you, you are but mere laics; and you others
only ecclesiastics of an inferior order. To decide
on these subjects belongs not either to one of the o-
ther of you: the power comes from a higher source.
‘Tell your complaints, lay cpen your doubts, and
welcome. Put forth to the world ‘your reasonings
upon the matters that offend and “scandalize you:,

ha

such as the learned M Schlegel and his wife, deughter of
the celebratod Mendelsohn: 15[ le comte de ’sgolbgrg, not |
“leas illustrieus for his profound leatning than for his noble
birth. M. Werner who from 2 poet becomes an humble
iest, attracts all Vienna to hiSeloquent discourses , as he!

d before drawn Berlin to his dramatic representations: |
4he learned Lutheran minister Barron de Stark,a catholic '
b private life and still more in his last works; the cele- |
Jrated jurist 31 de Haller, &¢. &c : i l

* It js eaid that he retracted on his death-bed all that he
had said injurious to the character of Mary.—t The banter-
ing of Erasmus upon these sacrilegious [conneetions is well
known:  (Ecolampadious has just married a tolerably

retty girl; scemingly this is the ‘way he intends to morti-
y his flesh. They are mistaken in raying that Lutheran-
ism is a tragical affair; for my part, I 'am
nothing is more comic, forthe winding up of the piece is
always a marrlage, as in the comedies.”
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for the Presbyterians. In fine, for the reformers of l]

persuaded that ||

Solicit and urge, if you please, your superior in fl
spiritual order, your judges, the Bishops, to exam
ine into them. But respectfully await their decis-
ion, and receive it with submission: for such is the
ordinance of God, and obedience is your duty, anc
the part you have toact in religion.”

Instead of this christian and canonical preceed-
ing, we find them disregarding the authority of i
the bishops in the world, arrogatingto themselves
supereminence, overturning’ t%e arrangements of
the divine Legislator, introducing anarchy in its
place, preaching up and commanding a separat
ion; and tearing in pieces the body of Jesus Christ.
And this is what they have called a reformation.
Let them give it what name they please, it is ps
clear as the sun, that a reformation of such a kim!
will cternally bear on the face of it the character
of revolt, and in the ineffable stain of schism wilj
discluse the mark of reprobation,

To be Continucd.

DEFENCE OF CATHOLIC PRINCIPLES,
By Demetrius A. Gallitzin, a Russian Prince ; now a Ca-
tholliicig;riest ; addressed by him to a reyiler of our Huly
glon. . Continued.
Can it be superstition, dear sir, to believe thdt
our pastors are really in possession of the power
which Christ himself asserts he gave them, ant!
which he promises shall remain with them for ever?
Since Jesus Christ has pledged his sacred veracity
for the existence of those several powers in the
pastors of hig Church, and since he has likewise
promised that the very fountain of truth, the Holy
Ghogt, shall be and remain with those pastors for
ever, we should think ourselver guilty of a great sin
if we refused submission, of either understanding or
will, to their decisions and their precepts; and of u
most daring presumption and diabolical pride, if
we would, even for one moment, permit our limit~
edreason to sit in judgment over the decisions and
precepts of those, whom Jesus Christ declares to be
guided by the Holy Ghost for ever.

Seeing then that the pastors of the Clurch of
Christ havealways been gecured by the infinitc
power of God, against the danger of being led ag-
tray, and leading those under their care astray, into
false and erroncous doctrines, we rest secure under
their guidance, knowing that the understanding of
the most transcendent genius can never pencirale
into the mysterics of the Most High; we, both
learned and unlearncd, take the easy and only safe
way of submission, that path in which holy writ
assures us, that tle very fools caunct err. Isa. .
XXxv. 8.

1t is perhaps necessary 1o observe, that we donol
believe this unerring autherity to reside in any in-
dividual pastor. No: the Pope himself, the suc-
cessor of St. Peter, and the supreme pastor of the
Catholic Courch, is not by any arlicle of Catholic
communion, believed to be infallible. '

This unerring autherity is by all Catholics te:
lieved to reside in the body of the pastors, united
with their head. If it does not reside there, it res*
ides no where on earth, and the plain- promises of
Christ are made ¥oid, and we areleft to be “‘{ossed
to aud fro by every wind of doctrine,” which Christ
meant to preventin the establishment of pastors.
Ephes. iv. 11, 12, 183, 14.

If we arc asked how a body of sinful and {failible
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vaen can give infallible decisions, we amswer, by
ihe power of God. :

How can there be life in alump of clay? We
find the answer in Genesis ii,7: ‘‘And the Lord
¢yod breathed into his face the breath of life, and man
became a living soul.”

How can there be infallibility in the decisions of
2 body of fallible men? We find the answer in

John xx, 29; ¢“He (Jesus Christ) breathed on them
and said to- them, receive ye the Holy Ghost,”
&e. &e. '

«“The weak things of the world hath God chosen
that he may confound the strong>* 1 Cor. i 27.

We readily grant that men, even the most learn-
ed, are fallible and subject to errors, whilst depend-
ing upon their reason and their learning alone; and
tor this reason we belicve, that not even -the most
transcendent genius, improved by the mostliberal
education; that can be obtained on earth, will ever
alone qualify, a man to be a minister of Christa
pastor of souls, a spiritual guide 1o Heaven, to pilot
us surely and securely through the raging billows

of a tempestuous sea, inlo the harbour of eternal
peace. No, dear sir, this would be for the blind to

tead the blind; for if after nearly six thousand years
of unrelenting exertions. human-wisdom and phil-
osaphy have not been’able  to penetrate into one,
out of millions of the secrets of this material world,
which in ashort time will be destroyed by fire,how
mauch less can the limited understandings of even|
the most transcendent geniuses penetrate into the
dark recess of God’s sanctuary, whereall is mys-
tery; how muchless, L eay, can they comprehepd
and explain the profound mysteries of this spiritual
world, the Church, cfeated for the soul of man,
which s to last for ever, so long as God shall be
God.

Here, then, God.in his mercy interposes his in-
finite power. Wishing to give us sure guides to
1864 us, safely into the harbour of eternal life, Jesus
Christ, God-man, by infusing his Holy Spirit of
truthinto those fallible mew, whom he appoints his
successors in the ministry, and promising never to
take that spirit from them again, supplies at once
the want of that knowledge, which no genius, no
talents; no education ever will be able to give.

The body of pastors, then, being guided by the
Holy Ghost, every individuel pastor draws his
*nowledge {rom that body, f{rom the whole
Church.

The most learned among them is willing to say
with Jercmiah the projhiet, «“A, a,a, Lord God,
behold “I cannot speak, fortam a child.” Jer.
i.6. Heis willing to acknowledge the depth of
those mysterious truths of religion, in the investi-

* patiion of which he must stumble at every step
unlessdirected by an unerring guide. Thus he
apphies to the decision of the Church, for the true
sense of holy writ, for the true dectrine of Christ
delivered by tradition, for the knowledge of all
those tenet of religion nccessary tobe known for
aalvation. Thus, the pastor himself is led, and he
is-only-fit to be a pastor, because he isled by an
infalitble guide, and instead of consulting his limit-

Scripture, instead of delivering from the pulpit his
opinions of the sense of Scripture, and callingsuch
fallible opinions the word of God, he gives noin-
structions to hisflock, but what he derives from the
decisions of the Church, guided by the Spirit of
Truth. Thus thousands,and hundreds of thousands

of pastors, scattered over the whole globe, of dif-
ferent nations and tongues, delivered to their res-

pective flocks, one and the same doctrine onall
the different parts and mysteries of religion, and
this doctrine they deliver, notas opinions, but as
matter of certainty,as certainas that God is God. Is
itnota pity that things on which curcalvaticndep-
end should be only matters of opinion? It is my opi-
nion, says onc, that children may be saved without
baptism; it is my opinion, says another, that God
is too merciful to damn souls for ever; I think,
saysanother, that it is immaterial what a person be-
lieves, or what religious creed he adopts, so he
leads a good life. Itis your opinion, and you think!
Pray are you certain? and if you are not certain
inmatters of such weight, how can you be happy?
Good God! will you leave # to the day of judg-
ment to disclose whether you were right or wrong?
Or, will you not rther renounce that fallible guide,
your limited and corrupted reason, which never can
give you certainty in matters ofrevelation, and
apply for spiritual knowledge to the fountain of
elernal truih, the holy Catholic Church, guided by
the Holy Ghost,that you may no longer feed on opin-
ions.and uncertainties, but repose in the bosom of
cerfainty,

The true minister of Christ, dear sir, speaking in
the same Of ‘bis Otvhnd nister, must speak with
authority, with certainty, without any hesitation,
on all the different mysteries of religion on which
he is obliged toinstruct his flock. Woe to the
wretch who shall deliver his private opinjons, his
own uncerfain notions as the word of God. and thus
often give poison forwholesome food, the produc-
tions of weak and corrupted reason for divine
rvevelation.

Theidea we have of a minister of Christ, you
will perceive, is precisely the same which the first
Christians must have had.  Surely, dear sir, the
Church in 1620 must be the same ag it was in the
beginning, the same kind of pastors, provided
with the same powers, administering the same
baptism, the same Eucbarist or l.ord’s Supper, in
short, all the same sacraments, and preaching the
same doctrine.

The aJ)ostles of Christ, scattered over the globe,
preached one and the same doctrine, because
Christ was with them. Mat, xxviii. 18, 20. The
Ministers of Christ in 1820, scattered over the
globe, preach likewise one and the same doctrine,
because Christ is still with them.

1 am with you a]l days, even to the consuma-
tion of the world.”” Matt. xxviii. I9. 20,

The apostles of Christ received the confessions of
the faithful. ¢ And many of those who believed,
came ¢ confessing and declaring their deeds.””
Actsxix.11. They had received from Jesus
Christ the power of forgiving and retaining sins.
John xx. 22.23.

o and fllible reason, in the inierpretalion of

Tho ministers of Christ in 1820, likewise hear
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the confessions of the faithful, because they have
no idea that Christ ever deprived them of that
power, :

The apostles of Jesus Christ submitted to the
decisions of the whole Church, because they knew
the Churchto be guided by the Holy Ghost; wit-
ness the first council held at Jerusalem, which set -
tled the question about circumcision; to the decis -
ion of which all submitted.

““It has seemed good to the Holy Ghost and (o
us, tolay no further burthen upon you than these
necessary things,” &c. &e. Acts xv. 28.

The ministers of Christ in 1820, likewise submit
to the decisions of the general councils of the
Church, because they know that the Holy Ghost is
as much with the Churchin 1820, as he wasim-
mediately after her institution. Fuwshort, we do not
coneeive why less spiritual powers should be attri-
buted to the ministry of Christ in 1820, than in the
year 100 or 390, &c. &c. forat all times, and in all
ages, the Ministry is, most assuredly, intended for
the same functions.

A minister of Christ, in 1820, is a preacher of
the truth, as well as the year 100, and the truth in
1820 is certainly the same as in the year 100,

A minister of Christ in 1820, is a minister of
reconciliation, as well as in the year 100. You
will readily allow that menin 1820, are sinners as
well as in former years, and therefore stand as much
in need, as informer years, of thosé heavenly means
and remedies which our blessed Lord sent hisa-
postles to administer. Thus, by baptism, they,in
1820, wipe away the stain of original ein, as well
as Christ’s immediate successors did. Thus, also,
by absolution, in:1820, they wipe away the etains
of actual sin, as well as the ministers first appoiut-
ed by Christ. Itcannotbe conceived, that Jesus
Christ should grant the power of forgiving sins.
merely in favour of a single generation, and should
then (as if repenting of that grant) deprive all fu-
ture generations of the same favour and benefit:
neither ought it to be believed, as there is not a
'word from the mouth of Christ in faveur ofsuch a
belief. We believe then; (evenfrom: the written
word, without reference to the decision of the
Church,) that all the spiritual powers originally
granted by Christ to his ministers, still continue
with hisministers, and will to the consumation of
time. And we believe that any ene, not in pos-
session of those spiritual powers which Christ him-
self declares he gave his ministers, cannot bea
minister of Christ; he may be a gentleman, he may
be a man of learning, he may be what you. please,
but, most assuredly, he cannot be a minister of
Christ. Ishall thank you, dear sir, (o point out to-
me how, in thus believing, we are guilty of-super-
stition. '

" Haring explained to you, what we believe of
the Church, and the Ministry of Jesus Chuist, ¥
shalt now, in a brief manner, lay before you som¢
of the particular tenets of the Holy Catholic church-
those, I mean, which distinguish that church fro™
all others. T begin with.confession,
CONPESSION.

This, I know, is the greatest stumbling block f°F
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illthose who, within the last three hundred years,
tve separated from the holy Catholic church, Wo
helievo that the ministers of Christ, those whom we
vall bishops and priests, have received the powe of
forgiving and retaining sins, which was given to
the Apestles, according to St. John xx. 22,23,

Pray, sir, is it superstitivn to believe, that our
“mnipotent and merciful Gud is able and as willing
0 continue that powerin 1820, as he wasto give it
to his first ministers?

If wo believe that man, by Lis own power, could
forgive sin, you would be very justifiable inaccus-
ing us of superstition; for who can forgive sins but
tiod, or hewho has received that power fiom
him.

We believe confession necessarily deducible from ;
the grant of the above power. It caunot be con-
«dived how a minister of Christ isto excercise his
power of forgiving or retainmg sing, unless he has

wm exact knowledge of the state of thesinner’s con-
Science; this knowledge no one can give him but
the sinner himsclf, as probably ninety-nine out of
1 hundred are sins concealed from the public eye,
sinsof thoughts or desires, &ec.

‘The minister of Christ forgives in the name and
vy the power of Christ; he cannot graat absolution
or forgiveness then, ualess he has a moral certainty,
that such is the inwardstate of the sinner, sach his
repentance, such his purpescof amendment, such
bis willingaess to make restitution of property,
« haracter, &c. asto entitle him to the mercy of
God, and to forgiveness from above.

The objections made against Confession, and the
power of forgiving sins; are so futile, the benefits
arising from that sacred institution so manifold and
<0 solid, that it cannot be conceived how so many
‘housands were and are willing to be deprived of so
saluable a blessing.

Fhese benefits are so great. that even some of the
most relentless enemices of the Church could not
cefuse theic encomiums tothat holy institution,

“There is not, perhaps, a wiser institution,” says
Vollaire, “in‘lis remaks on the Tragedy of Oly-
wpia, “The lawmakers, who established mys-
teries and cxpiations, were equally studious to
“prevent the guilty from yielding to despair, andre-|
Mpsing into their crimes.” |

"This Voltaire, the greatest enemy that the Church
everhad, who spent his life in ridiculing the holy
Scviptures, and allthe institutions of Christ, who
declared an openwar agains Clrist; this Voltaire, at
e age of cighty odd, when in his Tast sickness,

sent for a priest to make his confession to him.<
§ onfession is an excellent thing,”” saysthe Philoso-
Hical Dictionary, a curb to inveterate wickedness.
Tn the remotest antiquity, Confession was practiced
tn the celebration of all the ancient mysteries, we
have mmitited and ssnctified this wise practice ; it
12 excellentto induce ulcerated hearts to fozgive
3nd to make theives restore what thoy have unjus-
4y taken from their neighbour.” The Lutherans
a1 the Confession of Augsburg, have preserved that
salutary institution, Luther himself would not suffer
it to be abolished. Sooner(say he)would I sub-
it to fhe Papal tyranny, than let Confession be ab-

olished.” Collection ef Luthet’s German writings

vol. ii, p. 272, .
Wo End the precept of Confession given by Al-

mighty Gad, to his chosen people.

“Say to the cluldren of Ismael; whena man or;
woman shall bave committed any of all the sins,
that men are wont tv committ, andby negligence.
shall have transgressed the commandment of the,
Lord, and offonded, they shall confess their sin, and
restors the principal itscif, and the fifth part over!
and above.”” &c. Nymb. v. 6, 7. K

It does not appear that the power of forgiving:
sins had been granted by the Almyehty God to the;

winisters of the old Jaw.  The Confession ordered |

10 be made under the law of Moses, may then be
considered as a preparation aud a figure of that re- |

quired under tie law of grace, winch we call Sa-j

cramental Conlession, as by the power of God andy
the merits of Chirist, ithas the grace ul torgivness

and reconcilation annexed to it.

Second objection.—~'Fhe institution of Conlession
is u great encouragement to sin, as Papists  thini?
they have nothing todo, in order to obtain forgie-
eness, bnt io relate their sins to a priest.

Answer.~The institution of Confession misrepre-
sented, is an encouragement to sin—granted ; but
surely, sir, to form a sound judgment on Catholie
do~trines, itts 1ot to polluted sources you willaps
ly, Edo notknow the Protestant writer who res
presents them fairly 5 vet, itis bevond all doubt,
that aunost all the knowledge which Protesiants
have of Catholic principles, is derived from Protess
tant books. And pray, what do they all say? De=
ware of Cathalic books, beware of Popish priests,
beware of priest-craft, beware of Popish sugerstitee
on ; thus, not one Protestant out uf a hundred, ever
had an opportunity of hnowing the genuine Catho-
lic principles—As Fletcher very just’y observes
the little knowledge which the Protestants pcsscss’

We find the practice of Cu.fession in the beginn-
ing of Christianity: “And many of those who be-
lieved, came confessing and declaring their deeds.”
Acts xix. 18,

We cannot believe that they came to boast of
their good deeds ; and therefure we understand that
they confissed their bad deeds, commonly called
sins.

All the holy fathers of the Church, from the car-
liest dawn of christianity, bear ample testimony to
the general practice of Confession. It is diflicult to
conceive how any man could ever have persuaded
mankind to submit to a practice, so repugnant to
flesh and blood. so mortifying to pride® so humila-
ting to hwman nature. The univetsality of this
practice, to which the most powerful kings and em-
perors, the most renowned military  commanders,
the most exalted geniuses, in alt, ages, and in all
parts of the world, have cheerfully submitted, es-
tablishes in our minds a conviction beyond the pos.
sibility of 2 doubt, that Confession owes its origin to
the founder of christianity.

The objections agninst zacramental Confession, |
repeat it, are  so futile, so trifling, as hardly to des-
crve any answer.

First objection—Fow can man forgive sins?

I answer by the power of God.

Tanswer again, with our blessed Saviour,

“Fhat you may know, that the Son of Man hath
spaweron carth to forgivo sins,” &c Matt. ix. 6.
e does not say, “That you ‘may know, that tie
«Son of God has power on earth to forgive sins ;”
to giveus to understand that this power, esenti-
ally belonging to God alonc, is here communicated
to man the minister of God by excellence and exerci-
sed by him in his own person: and sgain exercised
by him in the persons of the ministers, ashe sends
them mnst assuredly; to do what he did, t0 preach
as he did, administer reconciliation ashe did, &c.
All potver “is given to me in Heavenond inBarth.’,
Why this preamble, if hedid not’mean to give
a supernatutal power?“Go yve, therefore,” &c. &e.
Matt. © xxviii.18, 19. “ And reccive ye the Holy
Ghost s “whase sins you shall forgive they are for-

of our religion, is borrowed entirely from the deg-
ilamations of pulpit violence, and misrepresentation
of interested prejudice. In general, Catholit:
"principles are exhibited in al} the dark colorings af®
malevolence, and in all the ludicrous shap®s
of low ribaldry. In DPryden’s words:

“A hideoas figure of their foes they draw;

“Nor lines; nor looks, nor shades, nor colonrs true H

“ And this grotesque design exposc to public view—

*And yet the daubiag pleases!”

T'o return to the second objection—1 say, fHag
Confession, far from being anencovragement to
sin, is the greatest check, and the greatest remedy
against sin.

1t is in Confession that the sinner discovers to

ji the minister of Christ, the physician of his soul, all

his spiritual maladies, his weaknesses, his tempfatic
tuns, his inclinations, his doubts, the scruples of his
couscience his apprehensions,&ec. and it is there bt
finds comfurt, encouragement, advice, instructigns,
remedies against temptations, in short, every thing
that is necessaty to causchim to forsake the ways
of pexdition, and with the prodigal son to returne to
lus father ;it is theresir, he Istold of his obligatiors
\—it is there he is made sensible of the impossibil-
.ty of ubtaining forgivaess unless he restores witat
the has got by stealing, cheating, usury, or by any
:kind of injustice, unless he is reconciled with his
;adversary, unless he forsakes the occasion of sime
It is there he is reminded of the vanity of eartldy
| Plessures, of theshortness oftime, of the dreadiu)
punishnients prepared for sinners by the infinite
\Ijusticc of God and of the incomprehensible blessings
{which the merey of God has prepured for his saints
Itis there, thatin the most pathetic strains, the .
minister of Christ exhorts the sinner to sincere -
pentanceand exhibits before fhis. eyes, themerits
and the sacred wounds of his dying Saviour, to
ruuse the confidence of the desponding sinner. Ah
tsir, 15 this encouragement to sin? Iy this supersfitie
or? Great God! your wrath must have been provo-
ked to a very high degree, by the abominable [sins
tommitted on this polluted earth, wher you pers
mitted so many thousands of sinners to be depri-
ved of o valuabla blessing, as that derived form i~

given,” &c. John xx, 22, 23. :

-y
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Yes sir, many thousands of sinncrs, and of the
most abandoned sinners, have been reclaimed in the

tribunal of pemance, and by the pious exertious of;

Christ’s ministers, brought back to the practice of
virtue. There have been instances of sinners  dy-
\ing in the confessional, their hearts breaking with
griclat the thoughts of having had the misfortune
10 offend their merciful God and Saviour. Thus,
according to Christ’s declaration Lue. vii. 47, in
one moment they expiated, by the perfection of
<heir love, the sins of many years.

I shall here add one remark, made by the cele-
hrated author of the Philosophical Catechism. “All
“hing well worth observing ( says he ) and really)
supernatural and miraculous, is the seal or secret
of Confession, entrusted every day to thousands of'
priests, some of whom, alas ! ill qualified for their
arofussion, and capable of any other prevarication,
and yet so faithfully kept. Secarcely can aLp
~hurch history, during a period of more than eigh-
teen hundred years, furnish one example of infi-
delity in this point, even amung those who, like
Luiber and Calvin, turned apostates to the Church.
It any one reflects on the inconsistency of mankind

on the curiosity of some, and the loquacity and in-{

discretion of others, on the nature and importance
of the affairs entrusted to confessors, the revelatiop
»fwhich would often have astenishing effects, on
the means which various interests, avarice, jealou-:

sy, and other passions fail not to try, in order toji

compass their ends, &c. there will remain no doubt
Lot that God watches over the preservation ot his!:
work.” Philosophical Catechism, ‘vol. 8. -ehap.|;
vii. art. 1.

I cannot {orbmmcommcndm for your peru-
sal, a book not very long since published in the|,
city of New York, entitled, the Catholic  Question
in America,

You will there find what respect was paid to that:

venerable institution, { sacramental confession,) by !
a Protestant Court of Justice, at which presided !

theHon. De Witt Clinton. The Rev. Doctor
Kohlinan, a Catholic Priest, inthe city of New|i
York, was by that sacrament, an instrument of !
restoriug stoien property o its owner.  Certain |
persons had been previously arrested on suspicion, |

and a prosecwijon instituntcd against them 3 Doctor

Kohlman, after testoring the stolen property 10 its|!
owner, was summoned to give in cvidence, and re-
quired to disclose the person or persons from whom i
he had received it. e ina wmost respectful man-
ner, stated to the Court, that not having any know-
edge of the theft, by any natural or common way |
of information, it being solely acquired by sacra- i
mental  Confession, itwas his duty to suffer any |

its origin to the divine founder of our holy religion !
and has been practised from the earliest dawn of
Christianity, andin all the ages of the Church,

down to our present times.
o be continued.

e st

ORI1GINAL.

SCRIPTURAL AND RATIONAL HARMO-
NIES OF THE CATHOLIC FAITH.

Thonart all fair, O my love ! and there is no spot io thee.
Caut. 4,7,

Tbere is a wonderful congruity in the doctrines of
ithe Catholic Church : a constant harmony and a
‘perfect agreement; as every one, who either at-
xtacks or defends them, must feol . a mutual, self-
sustaining sympathy throughout ; which to the sin-
, cere seeker of truth, demomnstrates her divine origin ::
<and shews her, in whom all is mvarmbly consistent,
‘to be the spotless favorite of the beJoved in the Can-
jlicle of Canticles; the chaste spouse of Christ,
‘whom St. Paul designates without spot, or wrinkle,

ﬁor any such thing ; whom he has presented to him-
f self holy and without blemish. Eph. 5.

Like all the other worlks of God, the nearer she
is inspected, the more unexceptionable she appoars::

! whereas, the sects of man’s invention, like all his
"other works, lose in our estimation on being closely
exammed ; exhibiting nothing to onr view, but in-
congrumes, contradictions, and practical, as well
{as doctrinal deformities : whwh their interested in-
.ventors, propagators and abettors, well knowing ta
be the case ; endeavour, by cvery possible ar-
‘tifice, to hide fmm the pubhc view? smoothing over
“with the varmsb of hypocisy the haggard, harlot
and vice Worn countenances of their several sects ;
'and adding, to allure the ignorant, careless and un-
“thinking, the heightened glow of a fictitious bloom ;.
‘agreeing together in nothing, but in hatipg, misre-
_presenting, calumnialing, and persecuting where
! they can, the beauteous and much envied bride of

{the beloved ; the sole Church of the Redeemer : ever
“thmstinrr between us and her majestic form their|
various blinds and caricatures ; which represent her
:in all the hideous and dlsghstm« shapes, that their
own wicked and opscenc imaginations are capable
of suggesting : bawling out against ber with tireless
“malignity : and proclaiming her to all in every
sense abomipable. But all their spiteful efforts to
ltraduce and vilify her, only tend to shew in hera
nearer resemblance to her divine founder : who,
!though Gud, and sanciity itself ; the Lord of na-
}lure and wisdom infinite ; was treated by his ene-
lmles asa fool : a mock king : a blasphecmer : g
:breakerof the Sgbbath : a Samantan, who had a
i Devil : a wine bibber, and a friend of publicans
. and sinners.

punishmeat, even death itself; rather than divulge
the knowledge acquncd in that way. 'The (,ourtl
unanimously decided in his favor; and there be- |

ing no evidence against the dekndam\ they were !{

ayquitted. .

In'that samebook there is a complete treatise nn
sacramenta] Confession, whercin by the most res-,
pectable testimonics from the Holy Fathers, itis|
~iearly proved thai o sacrawental Confssion owes!

l

I was led into this train of reflection on consider-
ing the wretched and deceitful shifls, to which all
Protestant Reformers have recourse, in order to
captivate the multjtude ; and gain the ascendancy
in their opinion : {o get thu Saviour’s religion pro-
I'seribed ; and each his own system established in
| her s(ead To effect this, not content with pourmg
{ out upon her their own calumnious accusations : in

fling against her all the blackcmnﬂ' hlsel"oods and
foul aspersions, with which her ancient enemics.

ntheir predecessors, the old condemmned herctics.

were wont incessantly to assail her. They all dc
light particularly in renewing against her the long

iexplmled clamours of the Iconoclasts, or image

breakers of the eighth century ; who accused licr
of idolatry, on account of the respectful manner i
which she always kept the images of Christund his
?mnts, for the instruction & edification of the faith-

ul

To support this renovated falsehood, they not on-
ly, like its invenlors, misconstrue God’s prohibi
tion to make images or likenesses of any kind to
be adpred, as Gods ; like the Heathen Diviniiies -
and ridiculously pretend that all images and 1c
semblances whatever, and for whatever useful, cr
harwless purpose, are thereby forbidden : but in-
proving in the reformation tact upon their very mas
ters ; and tomake their careless and credulous fol-
lowers believe that the Catholics sin against a par
ticular and express commandment ; they have al,
surdly ventured even to derange (he two tables of
the law ; and discompose the Decalogue. Thus
have they made Two commandments of the first ;
which is evidently but on® : and therefore, not to
exceed the acknowledged number TEN ; they weic
forced to make but onE of the two last, which are
as endenﬂy Two distinct opes.

Their first commandment is : thou shalt have ito
strange Gods before ;ne. Their second is but an
explanatory repetition of the first : for to make, u-
dore and worship as Gods, any likenesses, or graver,
things, is having strange Gods before God.

Lt usonly put this point to the test of cominon
sense. The first duty of the rational creature ; and
consequently of man, is to worship God ; and him
alone, as God, the Creator and Sovereign Lord of
allthings, 'To prevent therefore his chosen peo-
ple from giving to any creatures or things, as the
surroundmg nations of the Pagans did, that supreme
homage of adoration, which is due to bim alone :
he issues his first commandment in these peremp-
tory terms : thow shult have no strange Gods before
me ; and then, in an explanatory clause, (like what.
he uases in some of this other commandments) de-
scribes the sort of objects, which, in imitation of
their idolatrous neighbours, they might be, and of
ten were. tempted to adore and worship. The Pro-
testant’s second commandment is therefore implicd
in the first : and both are but one and the same on
the first table of the law, Suppose a lawful Sover
eign, observing a great proporiion of his subjccts
disowning his authority, and dividing their allegi-
ance, which is due to him alone, between a num
ber of usurpers ; supposc such a rightful superior t
issue {o his faithful adherents bis prohibitory man
date thus : You shall have no slrange rulers before
me. Could it be accounted a distinct second man-
date, were he immediately to add: you shall wot
honour, nor obey, s Your rulers, Neither Alfred.
nor Robert, nor James, nor Charles, for I am your
lawful liege and sole sovereign Lord? Tlisis e
vidently buta more ewphclt repetition of the flrst

lorder to disfigure her qmte they ralke together and
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order. Just asevidently is the Prrojcstant’s sc gond
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. ommandinent only a more explicit repetition of|
the tivst.

Having thus, for the aforementioned laudable
mirpose, made two commandwents of one 5 our re-
. irmers, not to eaceed, by the chaygo, the original
wawmber ten ; weee now under the necessity of mak-
suz but one of two : and the least glaringly absurd)
+lentification was of the two ‘ast, prohibiting sius‘
. thought.  But here again they have missod their
vark as much as ever : and their contraction at the
cudof the Decalugue was as absurdly made, as their
culargement at the begioning.  Forsins are as dis-
1met i thought, as they are in deed. Their res-
ju ctive prohibitions must therefore be cqually so.
{'ur instance : adullery and thefd are two distinct
~us indeed : and thewr several prohibitions are ac-
hnowledged to be two distint commandments.
But adultery in thought is fo covet our neighbour’s
~fe . and theft in thought is to covet our neighbour’s
zvods. Let Protestants then shew how these two
«uis, which cannot te identified in deed ; and are
iLerefore prohibited by two distinet commandmentss
. an be identificd in thought, and prohibited by only
eue.  Let them do this, or conjess the villainy of
ihe shitts, which their unprincipled Reformers had
recourse ta, in order to decry the Catholic Church,
Jud render her odious to the deluded public : whom
‘bey taught thus to consider heras a sink of idala-
iy ; in which were made, retained and worshipped
he vavious objects prohibited by an express com-

wandment.

Yet, they well knew, all along, what every sin-
« cre seeker of truthamong Protestants may, by only
rwking at any of her Catechisms, know also ; that
~he expressly forbids her children {fo worship any
&ruven thing, image or likeness whatever ;as hav-
iug any virtue jo itself, or power to see, hear or kelp
‘I'hat she keeps such only to remind us of their
snnortal and ever blest originals : to recall to our
smiuds what the Saviour has done and suffered for
s 3 and to hold out for our imitation the heroic
virtues of the Saints, his faithful followers, These
uleed she keeps respeotfully ;as she does whatever
% connected with Religion : never for their own
sake, as they are nothing but the insensible works
ot man : (that which the most ignorant Catholic

knows ;and smilcsat the mare than childish credu-
lity of Protestants ; who can be brought to believe
that he \voxsggs them, as the Pagau did his idols)
But for the sake of the holy and dignified beiags,
nhqrp they represent,
2 Dxu.n'ol God himseif, after forbidding all idela-
vous likenesses to be made and kept ; urder such
soligious ones to be made and placed even in his
Sanctuary 2 Whatwere ¢he golden Cherubims, but
-uch. ‘What was the Brazen S ent, but, as our
Saviour tells us, a figure of himself crucified? John
3, xiv. It was the first Crucifiz ; a figure held in
gencral abborrence by Protestants ;-and not less so
tor certain by him, who seesinitthe sipm of his
wwivdefeatby the Redeemer. It whag, .wﬁgt must
still moreshock the Protestant, a wonder-working
muge.  For to suppose that Ged should ever work
wonders with such iustruments, is quite » papistical
fotian ; though o scriptural one. Witness the
wonders he wrougbt with Moses® and Aaron’s rods:
with the tree thrown into the bitler woters of Aara,
which made them sweet » Exod. 15,925, With
Gideon’ fleece. Judges 6,87. With the Mantle

‘N,

their bad quality ; and the soil of its barrenness.—

ib. v.20. s well nsthe meal, throwa by him into

the pot ; which rendered immediately wholesome

its poisonous contents—ibid. ch. 4, 41, 1 say no-'
thing of Tobias, and the Fish : that part of script e
not ﬁeing consideged by Prolestants as canvical :*
But even inthe new Testament we find 2qually,
stupendous wonders wrought with things in them-

selves inanimate and insensible : such as the pool:
of Siloe and the Probatic Pond. ‘The Hem of ouri
SfViour’s Garment : bis sacred Spttle, and lhel
clay made with it: the handkerchiefs and aprons,,
twhich had touched the body of Saint Paul : and even.
the shadoto of St. Peter. [ mention all thismercly!
to shew that there is nothing uoscriptural, absurd

or idolatrous, iu the Catholic’s belief that God in

bis chucch may work wonders even with such an|
image as the Drazen Serpent ; and such substances
as Blessed Salt, Holy Oif or Water ; every thing,
which, according to Saint Poul, is sanctified by the!
word of God and twith prayer—1 Vim. 4, §—and!
that he may still, if he pleases, honounhis Suints, |
by imparting to their relics, as be did to those of
Saint Paul, a miraculous and wonder-working effi-
cacy. Did he not himself with a tree, (the cross)

repaiv the mischief caused us witha trea? And

can he not, with an) thing he chooses, do whatever,
he chooses ? ‘Fbis is then the sum of what Catho-

lizs believe regarding things soleinnly blessed by
{he Church, for the insttuction and edification of,
her children : and through which Ler Benedictions,
¢all Gerived from tho infinite power, sanctity.and
superabundant merits of the Saviour) in sensible
signs, like grace in the Sacraments, to their ulti-
mate objects, the faithful.

But the Catholic is scen, in passing defore hig;
holy images, to uncover his head, and Low towards
them. Nay he often kucels and prays before them:
and what greater homage could the heathen pay
than this to his Idols?

The beathen pays bis homage to the thing itself; |
which, inthe cathslio language, can neither see,’
nior hear, nor help him - or to the imaginary deity,
which it represents ; and which, according to St.,
Paul,is 2 mere non-catity. Now tce Anow, says|
he, that an ido} is nothing in the world, 1 Cor. viii.
4, nothing real and frue,~—Ibid, ch. x.19, wlxere-(
as the Catholic’s homage is referred, either as sov-;
ercign to Jesus Christ ; or as inferior to his Saints,

whom ho honors in theirimages or hikonesses. Nor
lcan such homage paid to tho true God in any place
be blameable. Neither canit be displeasing to the
deity to sce those honored, for his sake whom he
| himself L.as honored and glorified in heaven,

l But the Catholic prays tothem. ¥es, he asks
‘thein to use their influence with God inhis behalf,
1just as we would our brethren here on earth 5 (that
which oven “protestants allow, is lawful) well
knowing, frem what the Saviour has told us, that
they are not unconscious of our sfate 3 nor uncon-
cerned about our eternal welfare; but that they
rejoico at the conversion of a sinner.—Luke xv, 9.

Elisba into tho Spring, which healed the waters of the throne in the Ylouse of Pecre, without uncove

cring and bowing before it. Yet, who ever thougbt,
on that account, of calling them idolators

lnkueeling any where to pray, we have always

some objector other boforous. Suppose a Prom

testant kneeling before his own image reflectedinr

a glass would it be fairin sach a coso {0 accus$

him of self adoraticn ? If not, why should tiib

Catholic be accused of adoring the cobject, bofors

which he prays ? Isit because e prefers having

placed before him in bis serious moments an ob®

ject more corresponding with his pious reflections %

The particular antipathy wkich ‘all Protestdnts

have to holy images and pictures, is the muore st
prising and unaccountable, as (hey are rerparkably

fond of all such as are of an opposite description.

The statutes, busts, images and likenesses of their
kings, warriors, statesmen, &c. are made and kept
with choice aftention : and even admilled by
them into their churches ; where those of the Sa-
viour and his Saints would not be suffered to ap-
ear  To say nothing of their family portraits, amd
the carved or painted likenesses of their friends,
kindred and acquaintance; of every person or
thing in nature, provided such represent nothif}¥
holy and edifying, Can such a dislike to all that 15
sacred : and such a partiality to all that is profane;
be supposed to originate in any blest, or christiin
principle ?
But let us for a moment return to ine cougidery~
tion of the alteration made by fhe protestant e
formers in the decalogue.

The alteration which they. have made-in i, a
cannot but be evident from what has been alrendy
said upen the subject ; was certainly too absurd, fo
have escaped tueir own nofice. But, though
fools themselves in a worldly sense, they relled
much in this instance, as they did in many othels
on the ignorant sinoplicity, the carcless indifferepch
and uninvestigating dispositior: of their followgrs:

| Yet, buld and venturous as they were, they mst

have felt some twinges of remorse, ere they coult
have made up their minds for so deceitful a pur-
poso, to offer tho decalouge in so deranged a shap
to the whole christian public. By making of ille
two last commandments but one, {hey have sunk
the digpity of the woman; confounding her with
the husband’s goods and carthly property ; with
his ox and hisass.

The decalouge in its original shape, consists ¢
two distinct tables ; the first containing exclusivem
ly our duty to God ; the second exclusively gur
duty to man, ’

The twofold distinction of these tables- is dDwltg
to the twofold distinction of the duties they confgin.
But, as is observed by alt whostedy the seriptures,

"The sole reason then, which the Protestant has
for his silly supposition that Catholics worship im-
ages as their Gods, is, that he sees them uncover,
and bow, and praybefore them.

But we yncover, and bow before our fellow
creatures. Do we therefore worship them, as our
Gods? Subjects even kaeel, tokiss the King’s
hand, Do they then, as their God, adore him?

of Elfhs : 4 Kings, 2,11, With the Salt, cast by

and particularly by St. Augustine, St. Ambirese,

The Lords aud Commons of England neves pass
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St. Gregory the Great, and other holy fathers and
doctors of the Church ; there are certain namlers
purposely chosen, and-esidently intended by o
ingpiring deity to convey to outminds pn imporfant
meaning, such, in particular, the ¢riune number, or
oneand three ; which iu its singular or plural, we
find always applied in scripture te what regards
the duity ; Qre efernal o < three; such &% gho
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the number seven : which is as remarkably used to
designate what regards only the human race. It
were too long at present to point out the many in-
glances, in which the mystery of the unity and trin-
ity of God is thus alluded to in the old testament : 1
.cannot however omit mentioning that in all nations,
doubtless from an original tradition, the number

three has ever been accounted the namber all effi- P

«ent and divine ; the wonder working one in sor-
<ery; as appears flom the threefold charm des-
<ribed in Virgil’s eighth Eclogue ; and the réason
given for employing it on the occasion: in these
‘words : NUMERO DEUS IMPARE GUADET. 7o
God belongs the unequal number.

It were equally needless to cite all the passages in
wcripture, shewing that, for some mystical reason
the number seven is applied by the deity to what,
in his merciful dispensation, regards chiefly our-
selves : asinthe hebdomadal and septennial divis-
‘ion of our{jme : in the seven special mndes of ap-
plying to our souls the merits of the Redeemer : or
the seven sacrements of his church ; which are the
seven pillars of Wisdum’s house.—Prov. ix. &c.
1bave only further to add, with regard (o the deca-
logue, that the caghelic division of the two tables
of the law, shews forth the mystery indicated by the
above mentioned numbers : for in the first table
containing exclusively our duty to God in three
commandments, we find the emblem of the eternal
one in three : and in the second table, containing
exclusively oyr duty to man, we find the mysteri-
ous number seven, the one, by which the deity so
constantly regulates his purposes in man’s regard :
and, in both, these numbers united, which make
ten, we have the whole legal code, containing in
brief the ,duties which we owe to God and our
fellow creatures. . This {8 one of .the numberless

‘harmonies observeable in the doctrines of the

Catholic Church,
. Tobe continued

BIBLICAL NOTICES AND EXPLANATIONS,
THE BOOK OF JUDGES.

Chapter vii. Verse 7.—None but the three hun-
dred warriors, who, in their readiness to fight, only
lapped the water from thbeir hands, as-they passed
along ; -are chosen to be the champions and deliv-
erers of Israel from the yoke of the Madianites;
while the others, more sensually intent on quench-
ing their thirst, who had bowed down their knees
todrink, are rejecled, as unworthy of sharing in
the promised victory. By this we are taught a
lesson of self denial, and given to understand how
much in our spiritual warfare aur success depends
on the mortification of our animal appetites. The
Saviour thus drank of the torrent ; therefore did
be lift up his head,—Ps. cix. 8.

Verse 18, 14—Under how mapy figures does
God i his seriptures convey to the human mind
the knowledge of his truths and wmysteries; in-
“structing us by our senses; amd imprinting thus
upon our imagination iMmages, which it casly re-
taing; and along with them the simple truths
thereby cleaily indicated. 'Thus, the hearth cake
rolling down the hill, was interpreted the sword of
G'ideon. But Gideon, at the same time, like’ all
the illustrious deliverers of God’s people, was a
prototype of their chief - deliverer, the Messiah:
who belng, as he himself declares, the living bread
which came down from heaven ; i3. still more ap-

opriately represented by the hearth cake, than
E{id%ou. In this scnse has the rolling hearth cake

P

upset the camp of Midian ; by the universal des-
truction of idolatry ; and the establishment ip its
stead of his religion and her eucharistic sacrifice,
in which he himself isthe victim.

Verse 16, &c.—By the division of Gideon’s
troops into three bands, is indicated the God in
whose cause they fought ; the eternal ongin three.
By the earthen pitchers, in which lamps were|
laced ; are designated the mean, weak and frail
Instruments pitc?xed upon by Almighty God to
bring disorder and defeat into the enemy’s camp
namely the Apostles, and their followers, the ear-
liest christians ; who by being agitated and beaten
against one another, In persecution, and finally
broken to pieces in martyrdom, displayed to their
astonished and confounded enemies amid the dark
night of error, the divine light of thejr confirming
spirit,which their frail eanﬁly vessels contained.

The sounding of their trumpets is thejr preach-
ing and proclaiming of the gospel. T

Che men dismissed from the three hupdred, were
the multitude , who after so farfollowing, at last,
from their attachment to the enjoyments of ‘this
life, abandon the true Gideon, Jesus Christ.

Chapter x. Verse 16.—The moment sinners set
about in earnest to prove by their deeds their sin-
cere repentance ; God is touched with their miser-
ies; andis ready to forgive them. )

Chapter xi. ‘Verse 31.—It is most reasonably
suppx that Jepbta’s vow was to consecrate to

whatsoever ghould first mcet him, acsording
to the gondition of the thing; so as'to pffer jt up
as a hologaust, if it were such a thingas might be
offered by the law: or to devote it otherwise to
God, if it were not such. And therefore it seems
probable that the daughter of Jephta was not
slain, by her father; but consecrated by him, tha’
with regret, to perpetual virginity.—D. B.

This ~ supposition seems confirmed, from her
bewailing with her companions her virginity: for
in the old law the bearing of children was much
coveted by women, in the hope thai some day the
Saviour might be born of their posterity.

Chapter xiii. Verse 3.—To the mother of Sam-
son, who was barren, like Sarah, Rebecca and
Rachael : (all emblems of the long barrén spouse
ofthe Redeemer, the Church of the Gentiles;) a
son is promised by an Angel: who at the same
time enjoins her to drink no wine, nor strong
drink, nox to eat any thing unclean, while she is
with child ofhim ; and fo let no razor touch his
head ; for he shall be, says he, a Nazarite of God
| from kis infancy, and frym his mother’s womb : and
he shall begin to deliver Isracl from the hands g
the Philistings. The sune restrictive injunction
is repeated in verse 14. ’ '

Hecre then is abstinence ordained by an Angel
from heaven ; as condusive to holiness and super-
natural powers. In the prodigious feats of Samson
God shiews us that he can turn any instrument,
however mean and insignificant, even the jaw
bone of anass, to the salvation or destruction of his

Sensual pleasure. proved Samson’s bane; as it
does toall who become slaves toit. His hair was
the sign of his consecration as a Nazarite to God ;
who, on that account endowed him with such
matchless strength for the merited  destruction of
the Philistines: and, when the legally appointed
sign was removed; the supernatural gitt atiached to
it;was withdrawn. That sign however reappearing
when his hair bad grown again; in the midst of|

who praised their God, above the God of their
prisoner : at that moment grasping the two main
pillars, which supported the whole building, where
the infidel and hestile multitude had assembled to
make sport of the worshipper of the trne God ; he
prayed that his former strength might be restored ;

creatures, according to their merits or demerits.— [| M

of the blaspheinous. exultations of the Philistines, y

and like the Saviour devoting bimself to death for
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the good of his people, ke shook the pillars; and
the house fell upon all the princes, and the rest Of
the multitude. And he killed many more at hit
death, than he had killed before in his life. :
Chapter xviii—.Verse 1. Zhey had not reccir-
ed, &c. Their portions had been assigned to thein:

i Joshua, 19, 40, but through their own sloth, they

had possessed themselves as yet but of a small por-
tion of it.—Judges. 1, 34. l¥ B.

Chapter xx.—Verse 26. Wherefore cll the chil-
drep of Isruel came tothe house of 'God; and set,
and wept before the Lord: andthey fusted that doy
U1l the evening; und offered to him holocausts and
victims of peace offerings.

That saerifice 18 grateful to God; and that prayer
is sure to prevail, which is accompanied with fast-
ing, weeping and mourning. T‘he details in this
chapter, and in the next, shew that the perpetration
of heinoys crimes is sure gooner or later to meet
with condign punjshment,

To be continued.

Lo

Mln’; days are 3¢ s : as the flower éf the field, so stall
Be flowsish—Pralm 102, 15, T

Tune—.dldivalech,

See, 0'er i&p thorny stalk reclining
Yon wither'd rose, s0 sickly pining!

~ Yet late its crimsop cheek was seen
In dewy lustre brightly shinipg. :

Thus quickly fades onr youthful bloom,
When age, or sickness stcals upon us;
And, when we sink into the tomb,

Not long our dearest friends bemoan us.

Frail beauty hence the sage despises;
Him ne’er her tempting lure entices.
p N :r ought, but virtne’s deathléss charms .,
Unmov’d he smiles at fortune’s frown,
Axnd scorns all her short-liv’d favours;
His hope he rests on God alone,
Asd always him to plcase endeavours.

the soul, he fondly prizes.

Beneath his sacred wing protected,
Still towards heav’n his steps directed,

He journeys on through life secure,
Til comes the happy term expected;

When, ended all his care and toil,
He flies to meet his God’s embraces,

Who welcomes him with gracious smile,
Aud *mong his saints in glory places.
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