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Victoria, B.C., February 17th, 1020.

To Colonel the Honourable Edward Gawler Prior,
A Member of the King's Privy Council for Canada,

Lieutenant-Governor of the Province of British Columbia.

May it please Your Honour :

I have the honour iu submit herewith the Fifth Edition of Bulletin 

No. 27, entitled the “ Climate of British Columbia,” which has been com­

piled by Mr. F. Napier Denison, Superintendent of the Gonzales Heights 

< Hiservatory.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

E. D. BARROW,

Minister of Agriculture.





FOREWORD.
MUflWNBBALLY 8j leaking, the climate of this Proviuee greatly resembles 
, n that of the Kiiro|ieun countries lying within the same parallels of liUl-

^ y tinte, and extending from the British Isles to the Baltic Provinces. 
ggrftaWal Owing to the tempering effect of the Pacific Ocean, the winters on the 

Coast are remarkably mild and the summers cool. Heavy rains occur 
in winter on the west const of Vancouver Island and on the western side of the 
t'oast Mountains on the Mainland, while on the eastern imrtion of Vancouver Island 
the precipitation is comparatively light, and at the southern extremity about Victoria 
it is remarkably so, while the amount of bright sunshine exceeds that recorded at 
other British Columbia stations.

Throughout the interior of this Province the precipitation and temperature vary 
greatly, according to local physical conditions. In some districts between the moun­
tain ranges the rainfall Is so light that irrigation is necessary and maximum summer 
temperatures range from 90 to 100 degrees.

The following tallies give the monthly and annual temperature, precipitation, and 
sunshine for the Dominion meteorological stations in tills Province for the year 1010.

The average temperature and precipitation Is also given for those stations where 
ten or more years’ observations have been obtained.

In 1010 the weather during the months of July, August, and September was 
unusually hot and dry, and particularly so in the Okanagan District, while in 
October, November, and December it was abnormally cold In all of the
Province. 5
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METEOROLOGICAL TABLES.
Of the Dominion Meteorological Stations in British Columbia. Compiled by 

F. Napier Denison. Superintendent Gonzales Heights Observatory, Vn 
TOBIA, B.C.

Table 1.
Temperature and Precipitation for the Year 1010.

Station.
Temperature. Precipitation.

Highest. Lowest. Rainfall. Snow fa

South Vancouver Island. Deg. F. Deg. P. Inches. Inches.
Alhernl (Port) ........................................................................ U2.0 3.3 73.40 15.05

0(1.0 0.0 08 04 20.75
Rainlbld* .................................................................................... 105.72
Reaver Lake (Royal Oak)* ............................................... 32.04
Cheuiainns* ................................................................................ 47.27 5.75
t’layoquot .....................................................................................
Cowlcnan (Tzouhalem) .......................................................

71.0 13.0
84.0 0.5 3.00

Departure Bay ........................................................................... 80.4 11.5 30.92
Deninun Island* ...................................................................... 43.71 20.00
Esquimau* ..................................................................................
(loldatream Lake* ...................................................................

33.98
63.27 54.50

Ilornby Island* ........................................................................ 30.04 10.10
James Island ............................................................................. 84.0 21.0 30.82
Jordan River* ........................................................................... 08.30
Jordan River (Bear Creek)* ............................................. 79.50 90.70
Ladysmith .................................................................................. 85.6 0.0 50.37 13.25

87.0 6.0 45.24 30.80
Little Saanich Mountain .................................................... 83.0 11.0 20.45 7.25
Little (jnalicum* .................... ................................................. 27.44
Metehosln ..................................................................................... 80.0 10.0 37.44
Nanaimo ....................................................................................... 83.2 10.5 34.01
Nanoose Bay ............................................................................. 84.0 7.0 5.15
Parksvllle* ..................................................................................
S'Utsprlng Island ................................................................... 83.0 14.6
Sandw Irk* ..................................................................................
Sbawnignn Lake ...................................................................... 83.0 5.5

83.0 14.0 U.3U
Sooke Harbour ........................................................................... 83.0
Hooke Lake* ................................................................................
Ueluelet ....................................................................................... 80.0 0.50
Vananda ....................................................................................... 0.3 15.30

84.3 16.5 28.29 0.40
Nobth Vancouver Island.

Hnlberg .......................................................................................... 78.0 15.0 03.04 8.10
Mary Island ................................................................................ 83.0 11.0 43.00
(Riatslno ....................................................................................... 14.0 70.52 5.00
Triangle Island ........................................................................

Lower Fraser River.
Agassiz ......................................................................................... 8.0 70 03
Britannia Beach ...................................................................... O.o 78.73 27.25
Chilliwack ..................................................................................... 2.0 0.25
Coquitlam* ..................................................................................
Hope (Little Mountain > ....................................................... 02.0 1.3

70.0 0.0
New Westminster ................................................................... 80.1
North Nli'oinen ........................................................................ 08.30 51.40
Stave River Falls ................................................................... 01.41 0.0 70.45 26.75

7.0 27.50
\ er .................................................................................. 81.3 11.2 64.01

Lillookt Lake
Pemberton Ilatcherv............................................................... 04.0 - 3.0 23.25 5fl.0o
Pemberton Meadows .............................................................. -13.0 27.87 I02.titi

Middle Fraser River.
North Bend ................................................................................ -0.0 32.21 50.83

Upper Fraser River.
Alkali Laket................................................................................
Rablne Lake ................................................................................ -34.il 8.02 90.7".

21.45
t'hlleotln ....................................................................................... -42.0 0.20
Cranberry Lake ........................................................................ -47.5 11.44
Dome Creek ................................................................................ -34.0
Fort George (now Prince George) ................................ 11.OH
Fort St. James (Stuart Lake) .......................................... -40.0

13.01
New Hazel ton............................................................................. -34.0 12.77
Qu-snel ......................................................................................... -33.0 13.41
Xanderhoof .................................................................................. -41.0 3.33

Temperature not recorded. t Incomplete.

729682
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Table 1—Continued.

1 EMPKHATI'HE I'ltECI I’lTATtON

Station
Highest snowfall

Deg. 1' I)cg. r I m inOKANAGAN AND UII.KAMEEN VALLEYS.

-15.0 
14.0 

— 10.0
4M 10 

17.70
koi45
44.05

■ iviiston

lowna (Bankhead)
ivlowna 
i' ntlcton
Princeton 
■nimerlandM

mimerland (Experimental Station)

West Kootenay.

r.oswell 
i istlegar 
■ ford Buy

l ist Arrow Park 
I VrgUBon.
■rand Forks'

20.55

""

00.45

15.48
Xnkuap ......................................................................................... 91.0
Vison ........................................................................................... i 98.0
i’ml d'Orellle (Waneta) ...................................... 101.0
I’crry Siding .............................................................................| 102.0

k Creek*

110.25

East Kootenay

inhrook

rmerTV( ExperlmehtaiStatldn )
97.10]
33.20
27.50
00.50

Thompson River

Annin (Canoe Point) 
uiimtrong 

^ lilnook Cove

K.iinloopal

m i Experimental Station i
i ippen 
I impiille

North Columbia River.

lacier ......................................................................................... 84.0
.Iden ............................................................................................ 05.0

Istoke.................................................................................... 96.0

North Coast

1 ii vox ..................................................................................................... 80.0
lia Coola .................................................................................. Sfi

Mill Buy
Harbour

l’rince Rupert............................................................................. 77-9
f'Inlet

00.13 
82.14 
41). 1 

107.10 
34.03

105.75 
88.00

QUEEN Charlotte Islands.

da Bay .................................................................................... 07.0

en Charlotte City

Yukon Boundary.

* I emperature not recorded.
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Table 2.
Mean Temvekatvhe mu tiie Year 1010. 

(Degrees F.)

South Vancouver Island.

Albernl (Port) .................
A1 bel li l .....................................
Clayouuot ..............................
Cowlchu ii (Tsoubalem)
Departure Itay ....................
James Island .......................
Ladysmith . . .......................
Little Saanich Mountain
M etch os In ........................
Nanaimo ................................
Nanoose Hay .........................
Dual leu m 1 leach ..................
Saltspring Island ...............
Sliavvnlga n Lake ...............
Sidney .....................................
Hooke ...................................
Yuiiunda ...................................
Victoria ...................................

North Vancouver Island.

Ilolherg ...............
Mary Island ...
(juatslno ..........
Triangle Island

Lower Fraser Biver.
Agassiz ......................
Britannia I teach 
Chilliwack ...............

Ladner ......................
New Westminster . 
North Nicomen . . . 
Slave River Falls 
Sleveston
Vancouver ...........................

Iiii.LooKT Lake.

Middle Fraser River.

Viter Fraser Biver.

liahlne Lake . ..
Ilarkervllle ..........
Chilcotln ............
Cranberry Lake 
Dome Creek . . . . 
Fort George . . . 
Fort St. James

New Ilazelton . .
Quesnel .................
Vanderhoof ....

Alvaston .......................................
Kelowna (linnkhead) ..........
Kelowna .......................................
Penticton ......................................
Princeton ......................................
Siimmerlnnd ..............................
Summerland (Kxp. Htntlon) 
Vernon ..........................................
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Tabij: 2—Continued. 
( Degrees F.)

i list Arrow Park 
i ; rand Forks ... 
- monwood .........

Nakusp ...............................
I'i nil d'Orvlilo < Wanvta) 
1 '• n \ Siding ....................

Baynos Lake ......................
i ranlirook ...........................

Invmncrc (Exp. Station)

Thompson River.

Salmon Arm (Ex|
Tii|i|ion ...............
Tni n«|iilllc .........
Vaveuby ...............

North Columbia River.

North Coast.

Mill Bn.v . . ! 
I'rinoo Ituport

Quern Charlotte Islands. 
Mii'ila Itny ...................................

Yukon Boundary.
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Table 3.—Precipitation for the Year 1919. 
(Inches.)

Allierni (Port) ..
Allierni...............
Hamfleld.............
Heaver lake.. 
Chemainue. ...

Cowichan
(Tzonhalem).......

Departure Bay___
Denman Inland----
Esquimau.............
Coldstream I-ike ..
Ilornliv Island.......
James Island.........
.Ionian River..........
Jordan River

(Hear ereek).......
Ladysmith.............

Little Saanich
Mountain...........

Little (/iialieum ..
Metehosin...............
Nanaimo.................
Nanoose Hay.........
1‘arksville .............
(junlieum Reach... 
Halt sprint; Island..
Hand wick...............
Khawnigan lake...

Hooke Harbour___
Hooke lake.............
Veluelet.................
Vananda.................
Victoria...................

Campbell lake.......
Ilolherg ....................
Mary Island.............
Ïuatsino..................

riangle Island.......
Lowkk Fhahkk

Britannia Reach —
Chilliwack................
Coquitlam................

New Westminster...
North Nicomen.......
Htave River Falls...
Hteveston..........
Vancouver.............

Lii.ixxikt Lakh.

Alkali lake.......
Alexis Creek__
Hahiue lake.......
Burkervillc...........
Cliilcotin...............
Cranberry lake
Dome Creek.........
Fort George.......
Fort Ht. James 
1 (Htuart lake)..,

New llazei ton__

Jan. Feb. Mar. April. May. June. July. Aug. Hept. Oct. Nov.

17.47
lll.3!i

H ‘X)
.27 1.62

1.60
7.82 1.10

.03

.20

.30

1(1.00

4.00

1.20

.29

.17

.27

7.00
1.72

S.S1 2. Vi. ’■* *" .71) .53 .02 .34 1.80 5.63

i no

».W b.,2 b.04 4 44 7.70 2.74 .94 .76 *•"

11.01 6 07 0 W 4.71 20H , 0.70 0 17 T1
0.21

4. f.()
7.07

10 04

4.14
7.67 *■“ 4.47 a.eu 1.02 .16 1.16 1.10 3.14 li I-.

3 m 8fl3 2.30 2,08 1 M H4 25 04 .73 7 18
«.w 4.10 *” ** .73 .10 .03 J2 8.17

»” ... .,0. 1.39 ■» ..7 .15 5.54

M M. M .03 8f, 2.77 1.67 1 19

.76

.88

.87
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Table 3—Continued.

Station. K.S A|,il. May. **■ *"*■ •s*. Ucl. Nov. Itec.

I'lTRR Phaser 
i . r,K. — Concluded.

.62 1.02
\ nderhoof ............ 1.76 .35 10.98

Okanagan and 
SWILKA11BBN

<•" .27 .71
i. "wna(Bankhead) .70
1" loxtiia.................... I.Vo .61

T.
1 ■ utiuton.................

eton .................
- ninerlainl . . .08
> 'iimvrland

Kxp. Station)----
1 02

West Kootenay.
Itotivell..................... 1.87

I ford Uni

I t Arrow Park___ 4.21
7.10

rks. .87

2.78

Pend d'Oreille
4.36 2.76 1.(13 1 * 1.17 .61 8.1, 1 41 1.47 2.71 8.81 81.M

1 Wuneta).............. 2.8!»

East Kootenay.

,» M.
1.27< 'i.mlirook.................

3Q 1(1

(I.xp. Station)___

.04 1.71

.73

.08
Tiiomi-non River.

Annie (Canoe Point ) 1.64 1 .<12 .81 1.17 l 27 .04 .43 II 2.08 2 02 4 52

42
1.21

Hi

Salmon Arm
.11» 2.8, .60 .tsl .07 .00 .04 .62 1 07 1.78 .66

l-vp. Station)___ .86

. I~
1.37

North Columbia

(iiîideii.' i i 2.73
.76,

North Coast.

8.62
2.33 65.25
2 II

1 Rii|)ert...........
2.70
e.im

KKN CHARLOTTE 
Islands.

1 ‘ ' it Charlotte City
‘ kon Boundary.

•' •"»............................. 1.41» .»» .18 .21 1.40 2.14 .16 162 2.70 .93 1.80 13.85
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Table 4.

Hours ok Bright Sunshine.

Station. J
s £ ■ < 7.

I 1 i
tc N

o
t.

l

Agassi y 1015 GO 70 131 130 131 140 11*5 173 109 01 34 73
10 Hi <2 14K» 50 02 1414 1 «s mo 227 142 157 79 22
1017 1 1 N2 103 ',6 137 208 129 nu
101H 23 SO 2412 101 209 108 181 200 66
1010 53 57 120 1241 157 158 253 192 148 117 28 75

Average......... 52 77 09 120 150 101 204 210 147 99 51 38

Invcrmcre ................. 1010 40 71 170 109 10S ios 212 298 152 125
1011! ON 132 179 271
1017 144 101* 227 305 14710IS SI 142 202 241 502 304 3 1 1 282 125 Vs
1010 70 108 212 210 317 312 270 203 121 53 71

Average......... GO 80 162 24*5 205 2ÔO 293 270 180 135 02 53

Kamloops ................. 11*1 n 03 73 170 231 202 230 273 170

1017 01 SO 150 158 222 878 104 iw")
05 141 2441 25.1 "s.'i 2114

............................. 1010 50 78 108 228 249 2,1,1 358 317 238 148 00 07
Average......... 03 82 150 207 220 282 311 302 220 149 70

Nanaimo .................. mi'. „ 5, 125 24*S 134 77,1 204* «1(11 months! io u; <;s S', 144» 227 224 174
.. (11 months! 40 130 loi 240 217 300 M.

lOLHj ut 123 233 253 310 257 33 7
123 149 240 178 328 309 213 130 48 40

Aver,,c......... ■ 55 74 110 100 m 243 278 295 314 122 59 35

Salmon Arm ........... 10161 41 32 15S 105 210 224 2412 319 159 117 4-,
If... 214 233 302 2410 173

121 171 311 135
00 252 224 2S7 223 97
53 122 193 207 2,1.-, 272 207 87 35 .-.1

Average......... 4,1 00 124* 105 211 238 292 285 207 122 65 39

Summerland ............ 1010 68 154 223 173 238 242 320 ISO 124 29 i
101 li Ï8 ::: 1SS 234 234 24iO 297 210 1S3 61

1 20 100 870 327 111
53 110 250 234 237 200 111

80 230 2,14 341 292 217 141 58 70 |
Average......... •• 07 00 138 2112 209 247 291 290 210 140 03 43 !

Sidney ....................... 1010 70 00 143 223 181 310 299 275 191 105 ?1 59 I
1414 Î50 252 371 33 1

1018 (ill IIS 250 245
1011*) 43 131 100 312 213 118 43 67

Average......... .. SO 71 121 170 242 274 308 298 194 125 65 49

Vancouver ............... 1010 „ 44 132 203 104 207 202 222 141
M|

Nil SO 142 217 223 140 284
1017 67 154 041 221 350 34,8 154 105

00 253 510 207
M 12S 14, 258 250 342 260 203 123 61 74

Average......... 53 118 121 108 223 250 281 270 185 108 63 43

Victoria ..................... 10101 S3 04 150 222 181 305 201 203 202 99 67 62
08 1 74» 231 220 228 53-, 250 1414 50

1017 71 08 107 120 272 3.8.8 34,8 154 155
101 274 21*4 297 270 249 110 71

n>5 283 ; 378 325 242 130 51 94 |
Average......... "I71

.80 143 197 j 250 270 | 310 308 219 134 78 .
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Table 5.

Average Temperature for Stations having Observations for

Ten or more Years.

(Degrees P.)

South Vancouver Island.

i i.iyoquot ................................
i iwivlian (Tzouhulew) ... 
> oiiaimu ................................

North Vancouver Island. 

Ilolberv.............................
Wuutslno ....................................

Lower Fraser River.

N< w Westminster 
North Nlcomen .. 
Slave River Falls

Upper Phaser River.

I'ort St. James (Stuart Lake)

Okanagan and Similkameen.

West Kootenay.

East Kootenay.

Tranquille
North Columbia.

North Coast.
Relia Coola ...............................
I'rlnce Rupert ..........................

'.teen Charlotte Islands. 
Ikeila Bay .................................

Yukon Boundary.
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Table 6.

Average Precipitation. 
( Inches.)

Heaver Uke (Royal Oak)..
Clayouuot.......................
Cowicnan (Teouhalem) —

Fort St. James (Stuart I,uku) . 
(juusuel................  .................

Bnderby.

Prince ltti|iert.......................
Ijl KltS ClIAKLOTTK ISLANDS.


