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PREFATORY NOTE.

The Committee appointed (o superintend the publishing of
this Report, regret that (owing 1o a delay of three weeks
hefore the Reporter's MANUSEript was received,) a longer time
s elapsed inissuing it than was expected.  Sinee it was
received, every effort has heen made to seeurg its specdy issue
from the press . fand to furnish all interested with-a tull report

of the tate Provineinl Sabbath School Convention,

Those who were present will, we believe, acknowledge the
fafthfulness of the report by Mr. S Hutehinson, of Montreal.

To those who could not e at the Convention. it will be the
hest substitute for their attendance on that interesting occasion.
To all engaged in Sabhath Schools it will afford mueh instruc
tion. and none desiving tresh stinmulus for the work, can rewd it

in vain.

The printing has heen done by Messes. Dudley & Burns, ot
ihis ety and has been exeented with commendable skill and
dispatceh. . ¢

The price per copy is 1 cants mailed toany part of
Canada. Orders by Tetter must he post-paid, addressed to th

General Seeretary, Post Office. hox 1077, Toronto, accompanicd

with the money.
WM. MILLARD,
A. SUTHERLAND,
J.oJ. WOODHOUSE,
D, McLISAN.

Publishing Committre.

Toronto, November, 1868,
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OFFICERS FOR 1868-9:
S S

PRESIDENT ¢

D. W. BEADLE, Bsq, ST CATHARINES.

VIUE-PRESIDENTS:

Hon. J. R. BENSON, St. Catharines | Joun Macoonat, Esq, Toronto.
| Rev. W. Cocker, D.D., Toronto.

Joux l'atoy, Esq, Kingston. ‘
tervs Touoey, Esd, M.D,, Belleville. | R. 1. WaLker, Esq., Toronto.
Rev. F. H Mantixg, Toronto. | Rev. Bisuor lhunmumn,\,Toronw.

7. ALExanDgR, Montreal. | E. N. Tuomas, Esq, Brooklin,

TREKASURER }

Hox. JOHN McMURRICH, Toroxto,

GENERAL SEORETARY :

Rev. W. MILLARD, ToroxTo.

{_ MINUTE SECRRTARIES :
Riv. Gronae Bruw, M. A, Clifton.
H. . Pansoy, Esq., Toronto.

¢, A. SUTHERLAND, Yorkville,
Rev. J.. Woon, Brantford.
§. S, MarTiv, Esq., Toronto.

RXKCUTIVE COMMITTER :

| J. G. Hopaxs, Esq., Toronto.

. A. Monsg, Ksq., Toronto.

J. L. Buamg, Esq., Toronto.

W. Kexneoy, Esq., Toronto.

D. McLgax, Esq., Toronto.

J. 7. Woonnoust, Esq., Toronto.
. Nixon, Esq., Toronto.

Argx. Roserrson, Esq. Brantford.
W. Jomnsox, Esq., St. Catharines.
R. McKmuey, Esq,, St. Catharines.
R. Swirn, Esq., Brampton.

Tyos. Muie, Esq., Hamilton.

Hox. Biuua FLINT, Belleville.
Dr. Jony Mar, Kingston.
W. P, Lacgy, Esq., Kingston.
Dr. Lavguy, Kingston.
A, Murennong, Esg, Ottawat
TuroDORE LYMAN, Esq., Montreal.
J. A, MarthEWSON, K8, Montreal.
D Morniog, Esq, Montreal.
F. E. Grarroy, Es, Montreal.
Avgxanpir Fraser, Esq. Cobourg. |
W. Crata, Esq., Port Hope.
W. Brea, Esq, London.

R. B. Swirs, Esq., Goderich.

For list of County Secretaries see Table of Statistics at end of Report.




IN'l‘}t()J)UCTORY ADDRESS.

In complying with the request/to introduge the following Report of the
Fifth Provincial Sabbath School Canvention, it is due to say, that in no place
where similar conventions have béen held, have the armngements for the
comfort of delegates and visitors, and the despatch of husiness; heen more
u‘;mplc(r than on the late occasion. For these we aresindebted to the
Local Committees, For much that is so plensant in the recollection, and 80
valuable to those who came to be instructed, we would render “our
grateful acknowledgements.

[t is feared that some may have felt themselves straitened, by the entire
order of services and-exerci being pre-arranged, and by the whole of the
time being apportioned before the Convention commenced its sittings, so
that there was no nterval or opportunity for introducing subjeets they may
have deemed important. Tt i8 believed that the result has beeen, thht all
were gainers by the plan adopted, and the wisdom of the Executive wits dis-
played in that the greater part of the three days was occupied in opening up
and digcussing subjects thoroughly practival, and most important to Sabbath

$chool Teachers.

Much of the time was rightly given to our own Canadian 8. S. Advocates
and Instructors.  We arc thankful for such a stafl a8 the venerable Bishop
Richardgon, the Rev, Drs. Ormiston, Caldicott and Cocker, the Revs. J. Wood
W. Cochrane, N and John McDonald, Esq, brethren who so ably
introduced the subjects allotted them, ~ We may be excused for not making
mention of others, whe though more limited in time, werc @& valuable
auxiliary to the (onvention. The subjects were ably opened up, and intel-
ligently discussed, and the resolutions adopted embrace the principal con-

clugions arrived at.

To our American friends, and especially to the Revs. J. H. Vincent and
Dr. Duryea, we are deoply indebted for their sound teaching, practical
cxamples, and christ jan cloquence ; the lessons they gave, will, we believe,
not only be long remembered, but reduced to practice by many. We hope
to sce the i Reform,” 80 ably advocated, carried out.  We cannot suppose that
the attendants on this Convention, can have returned to their schools, and
churches without increased love of the work, and increasing usefulness in
their severnl spheres of christian duty,—May this be the blessed result.  May
the responsibility realized, as stowards, \mqﬁilunl to the benefit received, and
that which was commended to the conscicx’mu, be reduced to practice.
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INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS. v

County (onventions have multiplied, and county Associations have been

organized to some extent, yet the greater part of the countics in Ontario and
Quebec, have held and rvrgnnizml none.

Will those who read this Report use their influence and ability to organ-
ize 8.5, Asdociations in those countics where there are nonc. Let some one,
or more, in cach county, take the initiative in the matter, invite the co-opera-
tion of the ininisters of the Gospel, call & preliminary meeting, to consider
the Lest-time and manner of holding & Convention, decide upon & few prac-
Aical subjects for consideration and discussion, obtain experienced persons to
introduce them, and having appointed & Segretary, who is not afraid of work,
let the coming meeting be well advertiged by circulars, through the papers,
and from the pulpits throughout the county. The time is come when many
an be found to co-operate heartily. Thé admirable prize cssays on 8. 8. Con-
“ventions, by the Rev. George Bell, M.A, and the Rev.flohn Wood, published
with the proceedings of the Provincial Convention of 1867, supply the neces-
gary instruc tions for holding such. S, §. Conventions and institutes are the
best Normal schools for teachers. Let not a Convention lose without organ-
jzing an AssoC {ation for the county, with a staff of officers who will keep the
Association aliye,mnd secure the annual return of the Convention. Let the
enquiries be ¢ Where are Sabbath §chools needed, and hbw can we best supply
the demand?” until every destitute corner is planted with one, and all the
children are gathered in. Will each county Sccretary make an effort in this
respect this year.

The in'\pnrmnc\- and value of Teachers’ meetings is g«‘nnm)lyncknowlmlged .
gome are held for business, but few for mutual conference and prayer, and a
yet smhiler number for the study of the lesson. A meeting of the Superin-
tendent and teachers, held in the most central place one evening in the week,
or, and to talk over the lesson for the next Sabbath, would be one of

for pray
k, and for making them

the best means of preparing teachers for their worl
W efficient teachers.” In most cases it i8 believed the valuable assistance of
the Pastor could be had.

The greater part of the reports received from county Secretaries, speak
of the want of ¢ fficient Teachers;” the table of statistics at the end of this
Report may convince any of this want, and cause of suffering, inour 5. Schools

We must not be gilent on the cause of suffering so often met with in
8. 8. reports, iz, ¢ Want of interest and co-operation in parents.” May we not
enquire, who ghould be more interested in the spiritual and eternal welfare
of children, than their parents? Who have such an influence over them ?
and to whuu; is the command given, ¢ bring them up in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord,” if not to pur?‘htn? §. 8. Teachers cannot re-
lieve parents from this, their interesting and bounden duty. Yet they desire
to aid them, in their place in the 8. School, in training these dear children
for Jesus and heaven. While teachers cannot relieve parents of their respon-




vi INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS.

sibility, cannot do the parents’ part, parents may do much to make the 8. School
a real blessing to their children, and greatly strengthen the hands of their

teachers.

1. By sccuring the regular and early attendance of their children at the
§. School.

2. By sccing that they study the Scripture lessons assigned them.

3. By accompanying them to the School on the Sabbath day.

4. And, if the family altar is rearcd, by praying with their family for
God's blessing on the instructions imparted there.

In conclusion, let the motto advocated at the late Convention, ¢ Looking
unto Jesus," be the course of every 8. 8- teacher. ¢ Looking unto Jesus" for
example, strength and roward, ¢« Looking unto Jesus " for His enthronement
in the hearts of the scholars of his class; and with the eye single to the
glory of Jesus, in the extension of His kingdom on the carth. As ¢laborers
together with God,” may each be acknowledged when Jesus shall come to
make up His jewels, and commend His faithful servants.

On behalf of the Sabbath School Association of Canada,

WILLIAM MILLARD,

General Seeretary.
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REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

i)rnhimiul gnbhath échanl @nnhmﬁnn

.OF CANADA.

FIRST DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION.

The Fifth Provincial Sabbath School Convention of Canada commenced
its Sessions at 2.30 p.m., on Tuesday, October 6th, 1868, in the Wesleyan
Church, St. Catharines.  About three hundred delegates were present, includ-
ing several from the United States.

Rev. P H. MarLixg, President of the Association, took the chair, and
gave out the hymn commencing,

« And are we yet alive,

And sce cach others’ face,”
after the singing of which he read the 12th chapter of Romans, and the Rev.
John Carroll, Pastor of the Church in which the Convention sat, led in prayer.

The Presipest then nominated the following

Coxvirree ox Noanatioxs—D. McLean, Eeq., Toronto ; Rev. R. Norton,
§t. Catharines ; Rev. E. 11 Dewart, Tngersoll ; J. G. Hodgins, Esq., Toronto;
7.7, Woodhouse, Esq., Toronto; Joshua Adams, Esq., Sarnia; W. McCalla,

16q., St. Catharines.

While wl\itin’{: for the report of the Committee, the Convention engaged
in devotional exercises, the singing being conducted by Professor Warner of

Rochester, Miss Barr presiding at the Melodeon.

The Presient remarked that in reading the account of the raising of
the widow’s son to life by the Prophet Elijah, he had been struck with the
lesson it taught with regard to their work as Sabbath School Teachers, In
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the first place the Prophet laid himself upon the child, indicating that in our
work as teachers w¢ ghould bring ourselves down to the capacity of every
child, suiting oursclves to him, entering into all his feclings and making our-
gelves, as it were, fitted to him in every part.  Then again, the warm living
body of the Prophet was made the means of bringing life again to the cold
corpse of the dead boy ; 80 from our warm Christian hearts we ghonld bring
life and warmth to the hearts of those who are dead in trespasses and sins.
Now, brethren, this is what we have com¢ together for—to get our hearts 80
warmed that we can bring life to those that arc dead, and to learn how to
suit ourselves to the minds of the children, as the Prophet lay upon the child

in the miracle.
After singing and prayer,

Rev. W. MILLARD, General Secretary, at the request of the President,
offered a few remarks. He gaid that one very pleasing thought occupied his
mind in connection with this Convention, that it must be pleasing to our
Heavenly Father, that « it is right.” Then if it is right, if it is pleasing to
Him, we ought to expect His blessing. We do not approach Him as though
we had to move His heart towards us, but we approach Him rejoicing that He
is ever willing to give us the aid we need, though we are to ask Him. I
would that we should realize this, and thus come boldly to the throne of
grace. It is most interesting to me to notice the steps by which God has
brought us on in this association. 1t is true we have had difficulties in our
way as there has been in the way of every good work. Indeed, 1 should
almost doubt whether the work was right if there were no obstacles in the
way. We had sorhe little difficulty as to whether we should have a Con-
vention or not. Some of our best friends had(nearly made up their minds
that it would be about as well for us not w\mvu one this year. Well,
although I knew 1 should have my share of the work, T felt sad when 1 heard
guch remarks. We expected that Belleville, or Ottawa, or London, would
invite the Convention, but a8 neither of these places felt itself preparcd to
agsume the reﬂponail)ility of a Prynv‘mc'ml (Convention, it was almost going &
begging when a telegram came, saying—" St. Catharines invites the
Convention,” (cheers.) 1 can tell you it did my heart good to receive that
telegram, and relieved mo of & great anxiety. 1 did think we should have
the Convention ; my way is this, the greater the difficulty the harder 1 work.,
I have learned not to give up if 1am sure the work is right; this is half the
way to Buccess. The ex-committee accepted the invitation of St. Catharines,
and told Brother Beadle to gather around him the right men and the true,
and prepare for the Convention. And my friends, allow me to say, the people
of St. Catharines have done gloriously, (cheers). They have opened their
houses and their hearts to receive us, and 1 believe their hearts have grown
larger in proportion a8 the number of visitors has increased. May God
Almighty bless St. Catharines, and may He have many souls here.
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After the singing of & hymn, the Committec on Nominations réported

the following list of Office-bearers for the present year :

PRESIDENT
D, W. BEADLE, Esq., S1. CATHARINES.
TREABURER 3
Hox, JOHN McMURRICH, Toroxto,

GENERAL BECRETARY :
Rev. W. MILLARD, Toronro.
MINUTE SECRETARIES :
Rev. A. Suraeguanp, Yorkville.
«  Ggo. Brur, Clifton.
« J. Woon, Brantford.
Mr. H. E. Parson, Toronto.
« 8. 8. Marmiv, Toronto.
VICE-PRESIDENTS ©
Hon. J. R. Banson, St. Catharines. Jous Macponawp, Esq, Toronto.
Jonn Parox, Esq., Kingston. Rev. W. Cocxzr, D.D,, Toronto.
Royos Houosy, Bsq., M.D., Belleville. | R. 1. Wauker, Esq.,, Toronto.
Rev. F. H. Maruivg, Toronto. Rev. Bisnop Ricrarpson, Toronto.
« J. ALEXANDER, Montreal. E. N. Tromas, Esq., Brooklin,
BUSINESS COMMITTER
Messrs, W. J. MoCaria, P. W. Davroor, Tros. Mum, 8. B. Scorr, E. C.
WiLpen, Josiua ADANS, 5. P, Tnwin, J. Macponaup, D. McLgay, J. G. HopaIns,
R. Swrrn, Tros. N1xoy, and Rgv., W. MiLLaRD,

COMMITTEE ON TRAVELLING @

W. Jornson, W. B. AuLan, R. McKiNiey.

COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS!
Rev. W. F. Cuarke, Rev. R. Norrox, Rev. J. Porrs, Rev, Cuas. WaLEBR
Rev. W. Rowe, Rev. J. ToLm, Rev E. H. DEWART.

These nominations were unanimously confirmed.

THE RETIRING PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS.
Rev. F. H, Manuiyg, the retiring President, then delivered the following

address :—

. Bruovep Brernren,—The Executive Committee of this Sabbath School
Asgociation of Canada, haye seen fit, in their wisdom, to set apart fifteen
minutes of your time at this point for the delivery of an address by the re-
tiring President. They would indeed have made it thirty minutes, but the
officer in question, while finding the occasion teeming with suggestions
enough to occupy & whole hour, or morep had 8o great an aversion to the




monopolising of so many of these moments more precious than gold, and was
50 anxious to set an example of Drevity, that he ingisted upon making it
fifteen minutes.

Meeting ip this Wifth Provincial (ronvention, wo have great reason to
thank God and take courage for the progress of the Sabbath School cause in
our land, Some of us remember the first meeting of this nature, at Kingston,
in February, 1857,—how much of hesitation was felt as to the practicability
of such a proposal ; how, ¢ with weakness and fear and much trembling’ we
took our first steps upon that untrodden path; and how we were gurprised by
our perfect SUCCORE, the large numbers assembling at the sound of the Sab-
bath Schoal bell, the inspiration and instruction received, and the impetus
given to the good work.

It was a lamentation to many, that cight years were suffered to elapse
before another Provincial Convention was held, that of Hamilton, in 1865.
But that one was 80 good that we met again in Montreal, to much profit, in
Soptember, 1866 and our last meeting in Toronto in October, 1867, was, in
respect to numbers, enthusiasm and liberality, the best of all.

The people now understand what a Sabbath School Convention is, what
it does during its meeting, and what good results follow. We do not need any
more to explain and defend oursclves. ¢ By their fruits ye shall know them.’
Nearly all thosc who have attended such meetings have learned to think
more of the Sabbath School, to love it better, to see how much can be made
of it, and to work in it more heartily and intelligently. Nor are all the
results visible to the eye, or capable of being tabulated in statistical re-
turns,  Spiritual forces, like light and heat and clectricity, are too impalpable
to be woighed by any scales or measured by any rod, but they are among
the mightiest and the most all-pervading, nevertheless. T doubt not that
every Christian denomination in the land has been stirred up to feed the
Jambs more carefully, and that parents, pastors and teachers have felt them
nearer to their hearts, for our coming together. May theso circles of in-
fluence continue to enlarge, until they shall touch the oly,most ghores on
every hand! 24

T cannot speak these first words of the present meeting without a
reference to the place of our assembly. At Toronto, when the question was
asked—¢ Where shall we meet in 1868 2 Echo answered, «where 7 Montreal
and Hamilton had done their duty nobly. Londont looked at it wistfully,
but shook its head, saying, ¢ not just yet. Kingston, our honored leader in
former days, was ominously silent. Ottawa had hardly grown up to the
measure of the gtature of its new metropolitan rank. When the citics failed,
the towns took up the question. Brantford and Paris, the Grand River twins,
were almost persuaded. Belleville avas just & little too faint-hearted. But at
lagt, when the Convention of 1868 seemed to be (going begging, or to be
dying on the road, out spokc plucky St. Catharines, ¢ Come here, and we will
take care of you!' All honor to this ¢ Little Sister! She makes some of us
big brothers feel rather small, that we should have hung fire in the matter.
PBut what is the secret of her forwardness? St Catharines has served an
apprenticeship at County Conventious she knows how good they are, and
she knows how to do it. The Lord reward her a hundred fold!

The two chief featurcs of the place are Cobject lessons ' for us on this
occasion.  Firft, this town is noted far and wide us onc where ¢ healing
streamns do flow.” <A great multitude of impotent folk) pierced through in
{he multitude of their hones with strong pain, come 1o this pool of Bethesda,
and go away ¢ walking and leaping and praising God! Now, some of you
Sabbath School labourers may lave been exposed in the dark, damp night of
Joneliness and discouragement ; you may have had the wet blanket of op-
Jogition thrown over you; and you may have caught a spiritual rheumatism
you think that you can Lardly put one fool before the other; you can only
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git still and groan, If 80, you have come to the right place; and v expect
to send you home lithe and hearty—good for many a year's work. 'The
gecond characteristic of St. Catharines is the Welland Canal. What is done
there? The Hast and West of our own country ‘get round’ the mighty
barrier of Niagara, and exchange their respective commoditics to great
mutual advantage;; and our American cousing, even if ouly pns ing by this
route from one part of their own land to another, are locked in for a little
genson, and can only get free by paying toll, This is just what we are going
to do in this gabbath School Convention. Ontario and Quebec are meceting
con change; and wayfaring men from the United States, turning aside to

for a night, leave a blessing behind them In this matter the Re-
ciprocity Treaty has never been abrogated 5 yet, so sharp is our practice here,
that when Sabbath S hool live stock is passing through ¢in bhond’ by the
Red or the Blue or any other line, we put heavy Cluties’ upon it.  We are
not afraid of any ccattle disease,’ either, from that quarter.  We shall feed
the valuable animals that have won prizes at so many shows, with all care,
make all we can out of them, and let them pass along.

Returning now to the subject of the meeting itself, it may not be
superfluous to Jemind you that this is the anpual meeting of an organized
body, ¢ The Sabbath School Association of Canada) The Association was
formed at the gecond Provineial Convention, held in Hamilton. Its doctrinal
Dasis, as already agraed upon at Kingston, is the same as that of the Kvan-
gelical Alliance formed in Britain in 1846. Its Constitution is designedly of
the most simple, open and flexible character, the object being to have as
little machinery as possible, and to place the minimum of temptation in the
shape of ¢ poin! s of order’ before brethren gifted or plagued with a par-
liamentary cast of mind, This form of organization was adopted under the
advice of experienced men from the neighboring States, present with us at
the time, as that which proved to be the Dest adapted to the end in view,
viz :—The combination of Chuistinns of various denominations for the fullest
improvement of existing schools, the covering of all unoccupied territory,
and the conversion of the children and youth of the entire country to God.
The features of reporting the present condition of the Sabbath School cause
in various parts of the country, by figures and verbal statements, and
aggressive efforts in planting new Tools, were primary parts of the original
Constitution of the Assgciation. 1t is true, and was «%pwiully evident at
Toronto last year, that the statistical returns are difficultito procure in their
completencss, and fail to command the full interest of thé Convention ; and
that unexpected objections were made to carrying forward missionary work
by the Association ; and hence that the Conventions are coming to assume
more of the Institute form, aiming rather at the improvement than the
extension of Sabbath Schools, the Jatter work being left to the zeal of
Christinns in the sceveral localitics' working denominationally or in com-
bination, or to special organizations, like the ¢(anada Sunday School Union,’
formed for this very purposc. It hardly hecomes the occupant of this neutral
position to plead for one method or the other—but this may at least be said;
if the Associntion, as a body, does not carry on the missionary work, all the
more let its individual members, in other capacities, sce to it that the work
is not left undone. The great matter i, that some one should do this
great and much needed work,  Our statistics do not yet enable us to speak
precisely upon the subject, but certainly ¢ there remaineth yet very much
Jand to be possessed 57 and cvery one of us can do something to ‘go up and
posscss it

Regarding our (‘onvention as an Institute, the object of our assembling
may bhe summed up in one word—How Superintendents, Teachers, and
Pastors also, come to ask onc another, and espeeinlly those who have had
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largest experience in the work, “ how to do it,” in respect to every depart-
ment of Sabbath School teaching and management. ‘And our meeting will
be a success, in proportion as that question, or congeries of questions,
receive the fullest, the truest, and the wisest answer, Let every one bear
his part in asking and answering.

Coming from Toronto this morning, we passed a group of military tents
pitched upon the garrison common. They were occupicd, not by the troops
on the station of the regular army, but by the volunteer cavplry and artillery,
who had come from various parts of the country for their cight days’ annual drill
under,the officers of the army. Is not our meeting like that camp 7 Weare
all volunteers ; we have gathered together fora few days from various quarters;
and we look to thesce experienced Sunday School men to put us through our
drill!

Permit me heartily to thank you for the courtesy and good feeling that
have made the dutics of the chair so comparatively easy and pleasant to him
that now vi s it. 1t will always be & happy recollection, that T was
counted worthy, by so many honoured brethren of various denominations,
to fill this post, and that they have 80 cordially sustained me in it

I have an ample reward for any labor and responsibility which this
office has involved in the personal henefit T have received from the pro-
ceedings of the Convention. These meetings help me every day in pastoral
and Sunday School work.

And now, in introducing my suce ssor to the chair, T find a happy
augury of his fitness for that position in his very name and occupation. Our
friend is & NURSERYMAN ; and the Sabbath School is often called ¢ the nursery
of the church. His daily business through the week must be full of sug-
gestions in relation to the work we have in hand. The new President is also
a Beapus. Many of you know from old country experience what is, or was,
the oftice of that functionary; how, arrayed in stately robes and carrylng his
long staff; he walked up and down the aisles of the church, gave arap on the
head to any sleeper and frowned disorderly boys into silence. Now, our
Beadle is appointed to keep order in the church during this convention, and
1 hope he will do so rigidly. 1 was sometimes oo good-natured, 1 confess,
in allowing speakers to exceed their allotted quota «f minutes, but T trust
that my successor will keep you all sharply to the very moment,

Mr. Beadle, I have much pleasure in welcoming you to the chair of the
Convention.

My, Beapue on taking the chair was greeted with hearty applause. In
assuming the dutics of presiding officer of the Convention, he could only
throw himself upon their kindnoess to sustain him in preserving order and
decorum. He felt sure that every Sabbath School man in the house knew
the importance of keeping time when there was ko much to say and do, and
when their time was o limited. He would not say anything more at present,
but, after the singing of a hymn, would call on the Rev. Mr. Briggs to give
the report of the delegates to the New York State Convention, held in Elmira
in Augustlast.

Tue Hysy—¢ Come thou fount of every blessing,” was then sung
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REPORT OF THE DELEGATES TO THE NEW YORK STATE
CONVENTION.

rev. Joen Briaas, of Welland.—Mr. President and Christian friends : 1
have very great pleusure in meeting with you on this occasion. T am inclined
to think 1 shall not be able, in the short time allotted to me, to give, even a
mere outline of what I sawand heard at the great Sabbath School Convention,
held in the city of Elmira. T was taken somewhat by surprise in Deing called
upon to visit that Convention ast delegate from Canada, but 1 went and
was delighted with what T saw and heard. In connection with my visit

. one of the first things that struck me foreibly was, the carly morning
Cses. The fiest men of that Tonvention were not ashamed or afraid to
be seen mounted on hox along the canal, preac hing to the men engaged in
the Rolling Mills, Incompany with Hon. Mr McMurrich and others, one morn-
ing, we heard no less than three sermons in about twenty-five minutes, a8 we
walked along the bauks of the @anal, and I was delighted at the marked
attention given to those preachers, \E’T’( thug.ppoclaimed Chuist as able and
willing to save the laboring men of those neighborhoods Similar services
were renewed in the evening, and T am led to think were attended with the
very hest results In connection with the exercises before the Convention,
1 was not prosent when the delegates from (Canada were introduced, but I was
rejoiced to know that our exccllent Ex-president (Rev. Mr. MARLING), Was
there, and that he fully represented there this great Canadian Asrociation,
Cheers.) We went there to hear something of their holy work. ‘They have
2 multitude of noble workers in that old Empire State; and there wer¢ there
many from other States. We learnt there uscful lessons, which, 1 think, we
have been trying to reduce to practice. The impression left upon my mind
by the great Elmira Convention was, that while these large State and Pro-
vincial Conventions do much towards encouraging us in the work, yet, it is
in the County Conventions where we must work out the principles of our
organization. It is therc where we learn to work cfficiently ; they are, or
should be in fact, in o great measure, Sabbath School Institutes. 1 was
greatly delighted with the Children's Meeting, although there was not the
@enthusiasm that T ex yeoted,  An object lesson was presented on the Dlack-
board—the object was the human heart, filled up with what we may suppose
it to be filled jn it jregenerate state. The question was asked, how could
all those cvils—pride, vanity, hatred, envy, revenge—be cradicated 7 A
little scholar replicd, ¢ By the application of the blood of Jesus Then the
children were exhorted to come at once to that Saviour, and about forty dear
lambs of the tlock were led to embrace the Saviour. I came away lved
to labor more than ever for the-conveision of the yount. It was resolved at
the Convention to cstablish an International training school, where teachers
who wished to fit themselves thoroughly for the work may have cvery assist-
ance ; and in the promotion of this excellent plan, Rev. Dr. Ormiston, and
Principal Dawson, took a prominent part. And I am convinced that if our
Sabbath Schools would come forward and send one or more of their teachers
1o an institution like the one proposed, they would reap an abundant harvest.
There are in the great State of New York 4,000 Sabbath Schools in active
efficient operation, They have o great work to do; and they have a noble
band of workers, They are co-workers with us in the same good cause. We
bid them God speed, and T trust we may both be blessed with the Spirit of
our Master, T trust this Convetion will be made & great blessing to this
town, and that God will pour out his spirit upon it, and as representatives of
different branches of the church of the Lord Jesus, that we shall take &
deeper interest in the spiritual welfare of the young and rising generation.
(Cheers.)
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Rev. Mr. MARLING said that the last speaker had left very little for him
to say respecting the Convention at Elmira. But there was just one thing
that he might relate. e had taken' the liberty at the beginning of that
Convention to state, that hitherto in our Canadian (fonventions it had been
our custom to leave the floor very much to our visitors from the other side ;
but, that as we had so far profited by their instructions as to be able to carry
on the Convention to a large oxtent ourselves, while we would still unite and
cordially weleome owr visitors from the United States, and when they came
we should give them a high place of honor in this work, we had so much
of native talent here and were 80 determined to develope it, that it would be
impossible in the future for us to give over the whole of the meetings into
their hands. [ hope the friends will make my words good. (Cheers.)

Rev. Mr. Carnot, pastor of the church in which the Convention w
swid all his days had been spent 'in this Province, and as his expe
dated back a considerable period, he had personal knowledge of certain facts
conmected with the history of Sabbath Schools, which it might interest tho
Convention to relate. He had been acquainted with the first Sabbath School
organized in the two Provinces of Canada, That school was ablished in
the autumn of 1816, in the city of Montreal, in a little Methodist chapel in
St. Joseph Stre ot not very far from where the Post Office is now, under the
auspices of Rev, Jumes Booth and Mr. Richard Pope. e believed the next
Sabbath School organized in Canada, was in Brockville, by the Rev Mr.
Smart, who is still living and was long o minister in that town. This was
the first school organized in Upper Canada. The next school was organized
in the town of York, late in the full of 1818, and he (the speaker) was present
at the opening of it It was formed through the agency of the Rev.
Thgobore Osoonk, and was held in the then newly erected Methodist chapel.
The first teachers of that school were, Jessie Ketehum, W. p. Patrick, T. D.
Morrison, and Hugh Caflrey, all of whom have passed to their rest. They had
then comparatively very little system, and were without a library. They
bought a few hooks as rewards for the children, but these books were not of a
nature adapted to lead the children to Christ, He thought that at this stage
of the excreises, his communication of these few facts might not be unin-
teresting to some, expecit lly to the younger delegates.  He had traced the
founding of the three first Sabbath Schools in Canada, and perhaps some
other person could tell them about the fourth and the fifth, and so on. He
would just say hefore sitting down that the citizens of St. Catharines, and he
as pastor of the ehurch, were extremely glad to welcome the brethren and
sisters from all parts of the country ; and whatever they could do to make
them happy they would do it with the utmost pleasure. (Cheers).

Jishop Rucnannsoy suid he wished to supplement the remarks of the
last speaker, by saying a fow words respecting the labors of that excellent
man, Rev. Theodore Osgoode.  His memory deserves to be cherished by the
friends of Sabbath Schools. 1t was in the year 1817 that he (the speaker)
obtained religion, when God saw fit to visit him with His salvation. It was
then he becane aequainted with Mr. Osgoode, as he was travelling through
the country establishing Sunday Schools,  Getting up Sunday Schools in
those days was just like teaching children to walk For several years that
was the character of our Sabbath School efforts, — In 1824, Mr. Osgoode,
assisted by a friend and by himself (Bishop Ric hardson), canvassed Toronto,
and sceured enough funds to put their Sabhath Sehools on a more efficient
footing.  From that time Sabbath Schools in the western part of the Pro-
vince began to flourish, and to he carried onin a s cmatic manner.  Thesc
early reminiscences were very interesting to him. e could look back and
see the cloud that was then “no bigger than aman's hand,” and now see it
overshadowing the whole land. The hand of God could be clearly traced in
the whole progress of the Sabhath School work.  He believed the signs of
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the times indicated that the Lord was about to doa preat work, and among
the instrumentalitics of that work, he looked upon the instruction of youth
as one of the most important.

Rev. Cuanpes DEMOREST, of Norham, remarked that for many years i
conncection with his ministry, he had his attention dirceted particularly to
the religious education of children While travelling round his circuit, he
Hould give lessons out of the Bible to the children, and they would prepais
them and recite them to him when he returned.  The children took much
interest in these exer ises, and much ool was done. By-and-hy, he
commenced to establish schools, and in once year formed no less than cleven
schools, and colled ted $300 to furnish Jibraries for them. e had always
felt o deep interestin the rising hope of the Church and the country, and he
was rejoiced to see this organization establighed, and to know that the peo-
e generally_wore hecominig mory observant and attentive with regard to
what was necessary to promote the interest of Gédin the Churcland in thu
world

Rev. K. H. DewanT, of Tngersoll, hoped that they would cach remember
their personalTespon ility to promote the success of Sabbath Schools.  As
the success of the Christian ministry depends on {he application of the Spirit
of God to the conscience, so it hecame them to remember that their intluence

as Sabbath School teachers, depended upon the application of
same living Spirit to their hearts and consciences Hence, at the com-
mencement of this important Conve ntion, it was of the utmost importance
that they should carnestly supplicate the “Throne of Grace, that the results
of our meeting together may quicken ou .l and promote the glory of God,
e believed that one of the great obstacles in their way was, that there was
not a sutfic icntly high and solemn estimate if the grandeur, importance and
significance of this work.  He would snggest that they take as the motto of
the Convention, ¢ Looking unto Jesus.”

Rev. Ciarues WALKER, St Catharines, said he wa appointed one of the
delegates to the great Convention at Elmira, but owing to sickness in his
family, he had not the pleasurce of being there. He was delighted to learn
that the retiring Pre sident had fully wustained the honor of this Convention,
and that he had given our friends on the other sige of the line to understand
hat we had a large amount of undeveloped talent, which he be lieved would
yet be shown to the world.  He hopel that, during this Convention, the
falent that had hitherto been hidden, would he rought forth, and that they
would o away feeling that they were able in this Dominion to sustain this
enterprise, and carry it forward with honor to themselves and glory to God
He liked the motto, © Looking unto Jesug” There are discouragements
surrounding the work, but let them remember that Jesus lives. They would
perhaps remember a little inc ident of a poor Christian woman with a large
family.  Her motto was “Je lives,” and it was this thought that sup-
ported her in the unfortunate circumetan in which she was placed.  One
day she was much cast down over some misfortune, and wept hitterly.  Her
little daughter, who had often heard her repeat her motto, thinking that it
was the death of some one that causcd her mother so mu h sorrow, went up
to her and said, “ Ma, is Josus denl 77 The mother looked at her through
her tears, and replivd, No, my darling, Joxus is not dead 5 Jesus_lives, and
you have rebuked my unbelief. FFrom the depths of my sorrow T may look
to that Saviour who ever lives and ever reigns” et this Spirit animate us,
and let us remember that ¢ Jesus reigns, and that he can remoye every
mountain of difficulty that may be in our wiy.

After the singing of a hymn,

Mr. Hopais presented the 18t 1 port of the Business Committee, giving
the programme of the evening's exercises Bishop Richardson then offered
up prayer, and the Convention adjourned till seven o'clock.
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FIRST DAY—EVENING SESSION.

At this cvening session the church was well filled.
The first twenty minutes were spent in devotional exerciges, led by E. C.
wWilder, Esq., of Chicago

THE PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS.

The presipent elect, D W, Beadle, Bxq., took the chair at twenty
minutes past seven. He said : In accordance with the pmgn\mlnu,il4l\'\'01\'es
on me to makea short addr 1 am not in the habit of addressing assemblies
of this kind, and therefore 1 shall not trespass on your attention the whole
length of the time that has been allotted to me. Yet, there are a few thoughts
that have occurred to me that 1 will cndeavour to throw out this evening.
First—The benefit the Sabbath School is to us §ho are older Christians, and
older workers in the Sabbath School. It is not to the children alone that all
the benefit is confined.  We can all receive a henefit from this Sabbath School
work. In the first place it gives us ficld of lnbor,  There is no occasion any
more for any warm-hearted Christian men or women to say that they have
nothing to do for Christ, that there is no place where they can work, ho field
of usefulness for them.  The Sabbath School affords just such & field of labor,
and its demands have not been fully met. Tt calls for the sympathies and
energics of the church, and asks that the laymen of the church devote their
encrgies, their talents, their time and influence in working for the Master.
Hence, I regard the sabbath School as agreat Dlessing to the church, because
of the ficld of usefulness that it opens to Christian men and women. He who
would work in that field successfully must study the Bible. The true Sabbath
School proves an incentive to a greater study of the word of God. The
Sabhath School teacher must study that hook, must ke himself thoroughly
familiar with it, if he would make an efticient Sabbath School teacher. One
thought more m this connec tion., The Sabbath School gives the church a
deeper sympathy with those who know not Christ. It implants in the hearts
of members of the church a desire for the salvation of those children who are
without the knowledge of veligious truth,  If a man has felt in his own heart
the rencewing influences of the Holy Spirit, he will not rest satisfied till those
children to whom he comes from Sabbath to Sabbath with the word of God
are also participants of the same grace, Norwill it end here. 'The man whose
heart is drawn out in love to his Sabbath School scholars, and fecls anxious
about their salvation, will soon take o wider range.  His sympathies will be
drawn out for missionary labor, for the Young Men's Christian Association,
and for all the varied instrumentalitics that are in this day being used. If
you find an carnest, Christian man in any of these departments, you may be
sure he is also a Subbath School worker, Then there is another thought.

He who has his thoughts engaged in enrnest work in Sunday Schools, will go 7

to his closet with a new fervor, and with a new carnestness will wrestle at/
the throne of grace. . He will have his heart kindled with anxious desire for
the salvation of others, and will have o point to his prayers. He willgo to
his closet, not merely as a matter of form, not merely to pray for his own
soul, but to wrestle with God for the salvation of some child with whom his
heart is bound up, or some friend with whom he has been laboring, or even,
perhaps, some  stranger whom he has met by the way, and with whom he
has conversed in relation to his soul’s salvation. Even since this Convention
met, 1 have been talking to a brother who, in the railway train, exchanged
-’ 3 few words with one of the employees in relation to his soul's state. He
professed to be a member of the church, but he had grown cold; he had no
family altar in his house, and seldom attended church. The few words that
were dropped ib his hearing in the short interview with a stranger, led him to
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promise that he would seek ancw an juterest in Christ, and anew would try
to erect a family ultar, and would write to this strange friend, and tell him
Low hegot on. 1 give you this incident to illustrate the truth of what I have
been suylng—tlmt those influences thrown around & man when he becomes
connected with Sabbath School work, will draw him_out in every possible
direction, make him an earnest, active Christian, and lead him to labor for
Christ as no other man will labor, And in all these things he is developing
his Christian charact The resnlt of it all is to make him a perfect man in
(hrist Jesus, and to bring him up to & higher standard of Christianity. And
shall we not b2 thankful for the Sabhath chool which gives us opportunties
to labor for Christ?  And shall we not cmbrace every opportunity that pre-
sents itself to grow in grace oursclves, and to work for Him who gave himself
forus. We have gathered together to-night, and ghall gather together to-
morrow, and the following day, thatwemay, by consultation, learn how better
to carry on this work, how better we can teach in our Sabbath Schools, how
petter influcnce the young minds and draw them towards the Lord Jesus.
know there has been an objection to laymen preaching Christ ; that there
has heen & great deal of interference on the part of some who were over-
gealous, or who had more zeal than knowledge. I am not pleading for
jgnorance. We have met here to-night that we may gniuknnwle(lgu to attain
to'n higher ster dard of knowledge in this matter. 1 well remember the
rebuke the Rev. Mr. Eastman gave to a very illiterate man who thought he
had a call to preach. Says he to Mr. Bustman, ¢ You know we are to preach
the gogpel to every critter.”  Yes, yes,” said Mr. Eastman, ¢ but we are not
told that every ¢ critter’ should preach.” (Laughter and cheers,) I believe
we are not open to such a charge as this. Qurvery gathering together shows
thatitis our desire to attain to ahigher standerd of excellence in endeavoring
to preach Christ in our proper sphere and place. And now, 88 a resident of
§t. Catharines, one who has been brought up in this place, nad whose earliest
associations and whole life have been connected with it, 1 am asked to
extend to you, brother delegal

having accepted our invitation, and for having come here to cheer us and to
help us, We welcome you to this town; to us it isn pleasant place; to
those who have always lived here it is a place of cherished associations, and
we naturally take some pride in it. We are glad to welcome you to the town
and to our homes,  We are glad to have you with us atour firesides, where
clusters that which is dearest to us—treasures richer than gold. We would
bring you there and have you cheer us.  Weare glad that you have come,
that we may associate your faces and names with those spots that are dearest
tous. Wewelcome you to our family altars; where we gather in prayer with
our children, there would we have you gathered, there would we have your
voices in Christian fellowship ascending up to the throne of our God and
Father. And, Trethren, while we welcome you, do not think that you alone
are to gain.  We hope to be the gainers; we hope to be encouraged by your
rympathies, to be fired with your zeal, to be strengthened by your kind words
of encouragement and by your prayers. And let me say, here lies the secret
of our strength. 1 we do anything ns & Convention it will only be through
prayer. As was aptly raid tous thisafternoon, let our mottobe Looking unto
Let us enter upon the duties of this (‘onvention leaning upon Him,
and with our hearts lifted in prayer
1 fill us to over-

tes, o cordial welcome, We thank you for

Jesus."
depending upon His almighty strength,
to the Lord Jesus Christ that he would be present with us, anc
flowing with all the fulness of God. (Cheers.)

Prof, Wanxer led the audience in singing ¢ Home in the Skies.”

The PRESIDENT announced the first topic,—




-~
RELATION AND DUTIES OF THE CHURCH TO THE SUNDAY
SCHOOL.

Rev. A. SUTHERLAND, appointed to open the subject, said,—I have read
somewhere of a legend somewhat to this effect :—When the nations of the
earth were scattered at the dispersion of Bibel, an angel was commissioned
{o give to cach of the scattered tribes a suitable language, and they all
assembled togother for the purpose of making choice,  But while this was
being done, the Englishman was at home cating his dinner ; the consequence
was that when he returned, all the languages were taken, and he was reduced
to the necessity of begging a little picee from the more favored nations, and
out of these fragments patched up a language of his own. 1 was placed in
a similar condition in reference to the selection of a subject on which to
address you. A1l the subjects had been previousty allotted to the different
speakers, and so 1 had to drop upon something at hap-hazard ; in fact T
think it was our esteemed Secretary fixed this question for me in its present
shape.  Iu falls to my lot to introduce the discussion on this important sub-
ject, the Relation and Duties of the Church to the Subbath School P im-
portant, hecause 1 think that the future success of our Sunday School work
will depend on the establishment of right relations between the Church and the
Sunday School, To me it i & somew difficult subject, because 1 Rave not
been able to mect with anything in print on it, and can only present my
own, perhaps crude, ideas on the question.  In trying to state what is the
relation between the Church and the Sablath School, it may not be out of
place first to glance very briefly at what has been the relation between the
two in years gone by. There was time when the attitude of the Church
towards the Sunday Scoool was onc of positive antagonism. After the
death of Robert Raikes, we haveiton gocd authority, the schools he established
in Gloucester were given up altogether; but there werea few pious young men
who saw that they might be made a power for good in the country, and
determined to revive them. But when they began to make their ideas
known, the Church in that place turned a decidedly cold shoulder to the
whole enterprise.  The young mcen however believed the work was of
God, and for want of a better place, they assembled at a street corner, and
covenanted together that they would prosecute this work, which they did with
considerable success. 1t was not long, lowever, that the Church occupied
this position of antagonism,  The relation letween it and the Sunday
School became, if 1 may use the term, one of step-motherhood. 1 do not
wish to insinuate anything against that very cxcellent and somewhat ma-
ligned class of the community, but simply usc the expression to designate
something less than warm parental affection.  This was substantially the
feeling towards the Sunday Sehool for o length of time. It was felt that it
had to be sustained in some way by the parish, and like most parish children
it was put on starvation allowar and was more familiar with frowns than
smiles.  But these phases pas away, ghd the next relation was one of
patronage.  The School had survived thy starvation of its infant days, and
was growing up a strong and sturdy youth, able to work its own way. The
Chureh was beginning to feel that it might become a power in the community
and hence it began to patronize the Sunday School, and even at times conde-
scending to go down into the cellar o up into the garret wh the Sunday
School lived, to ask it how it did. Well, this state of fecling on the part
of the Church has of late years been changed to something far better. There
is an carnest -conviction in the minds of Christian men that the Sunday
School may be made one of the most effective instrumentalities of winning
souls to Christ.  They are beginning to recognize the claims of children to
all the advantages of Christian nurture that can be afforded them, They
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are beginning to fecl that the future of the Church and the world will de-
pend upon the fidelity with which this work is carried out.  Christian men
are waking up to the importance of this matter, and are asking How can we
help on this work 7 how can we adjust the relation between the Church and
the Sunday School, 5o as to best develop the power of that institution for
good 7 With regard to the relation which ought to exist between the Church
and the Sunday School, it is simply the relation between parent and child.
The Sunday School is not to be looked on asamere misgionary enterprise
that the Church has taken up, a8 it would send the Gospel to the heathen ;
not as a mere waif that has been cast on the stream of popular ﬂym]mthy;
not as a kind of helpless child that the Church picks up from charity ; but
a8 a lcgilinmtv child of the Church, and therefore entitled not only to all that
careful oversight, but to all that warm motherly tenderness which the Church
can lavish upon its children. When this relation comes to be fully under-
stood, we shall anderstand better the duties which the Church owes to the
Sunday School. Not to dwell longer upon, this relation, namely, that
the Sunday School is the child of the Church, and ought to be cared for as
guch, we may present the duties which the Church owes to the Sunday
School under this relation, A certain writer on domestic cookery has said
that, in order 1o cook & hare well, you must first catch it ; and so in order to
conduct a Sunday School effectively, the Church must have & Sunday School.
That may seem to some a very trite observation, but those acquainted with
the facts of the case, know that some churches have not a Sunday School. I
was exceedingly astonished by some statistics which came under my obser-
vation lately. During the past year 1 find that out of 1500 or 1600 congre-
gations, where the Gospel is statedly preached, only about 800 of them have
had regular Sunday Schools in operation. It is the duty of every Christian
congregation to have a Sunday School, where the children can gather toge=
ther to be taught as children under the care of the Church ought to be
taught. The next duty of the Church is to pl‘u\’ide the School with a com-
fortable home. When a man has a comfortable home for himself, he never
thinks of sending his children out to live in a barn ; and if we have in our
Christian communities comfortable places for our congregations to worship
in, I do not think it is right te say «any kind of place i8 good enough for
holding the Sunday School in.” (Hear, hear.) It is the duty of the Church
to provide & comfortable home for the Sunday School, for a two-fold reason ;
first, that the children may really feel that the Church cares for them, and
secondly that they may remember through their whole life the Sunday
school as the most pleasant 1 delightful place in which they ever spent
their time,  Parents have said to me « What is to be done for our children,
and expecially those that are growing up to yenrs, and are beginning to get
away from the influences of the Sunday School 7' There secms to De a link
wanting between the Sunday School and the Church—a chasm into which
many of our children fall, and we lose them altogether.  Now it is important
that there should he such a relation between the Church and the Sunday
School, that their yraduation from the Church to the Sunday School would be
easy und natural. It is important that the children should see that we have
an interest in them. 1t is said that a littlo hoy once asked alms of a man
who very generously gave him a crust of dry bread, and then commenced to
teach him the prayer, «our Father which art in heaven. At these words
the boy looked up, and asked, ¢ Is he our father 7'« Yes,” said the man.
« Then,” said the boy, * ure you not ashamed to give your little brother this
dry crust of pread 2 The same remark might apply to the homes provided
for our Sunduy Schools. While our churches are magnificently furnished with
cushioned seats, the Sunday School has to content itself with hard benches
down in the cellar, We should have comfortable homes for our Sunday School
children to assemblg in, inorder that the children may cherish theirassociations
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with the Sunday School as the plensantest and brightest thing in the memory
of their youthful days. A certain lad after being carefully trained at home,
was sent to college. His parents were fearful that when he was far away
from home, and was surrounded with new associations, he would forget the
comparatively poor home of his childhood ; and always at the family altar
they lifted up their hearts for their boy, and prayed that he might never
forget his childhood's  home. Months passed away, and a package Wwas
received from the boy. When the parents opened it, they saw a water-
colored painting of the boy’s home. To the ordinary observer there was not
much in it ; but we cannot wonder that tears started from the eyes of the
father and mother and ran down upon the picture, for it was to them the
besy proof that the boy had not forgotten his home—there was too much that
was pleasant about it for him to forget it. The Church ought to provide
such a home for the Sunday School, that the scholar might never forget it.
Whatever his future career may be, the Sunday School and its associations
will be among the most delightful of his recollections. Another duty the
Church owes to the Sunday School i8 to provide it with properly qualified
teachers. The Church, as & Church, too often leaves this to hap-hazard ; the
superintendent may get his teachers wherever he can. The Church may
say, We do not know exactly where to get teachers; but the Church ought to
know where to get them. 1 think there is no true Christian €hurch that has
not a sufficient number of men and women to take care of all the children,
if they only engage in the work as they ought to do.  If the Church has not
duly qualified teachers, it is her duty to provide means for training young
men and women to be teachers. We have to employ in many of our schools
anybody we can get. Many of our teachers are not members of any Chris-
tian church, So far from saying a word of disparagement respecting such
teachers, or sceking to discourage their attendance at the schools, 1 would be
the last person to do it. They are worthy of all honor, and if 1 believed in
salvation by works, that class of teachers 1 believe would be saved.  But it
is not to the credit of any Christian church that the work of the christian
education of the church's children should devolve upon those persons.  They
may be persons of strict morality, but how can they teach what they do not
know? How can they point a child to heaven, when they themselves are
not travelling that road. (Hear, hear.) Again, it is the duty of the church
to watch over and govern the school. This will follow from the fact to
which I have already adverted, that the Sunday School is not an adjunct of
the church, but an integral portion, and as such ought always to be regarded.
Then the church ought to govern it. This is a question of some importance.
Sunday Schools are occupying a position before the public as ameans of
religious culture for the young that they never occupied before and if the
school is established with the ostensible object of religiously training the
rising generation, then the public is entitled to some guarantee as to the
kind of instruction the children will get.  In some communities there may
be men in whom everybody has confidence ; but it is not go in every place.
Where there is a Sunday School, some Christian church should stand forth
as the representative of that school before the community at large, and the
community should know that the government of that school is not to be
loft to hap-hazard, but that some church is responsible for its teach-
ing. There may be some localities where this cannot be done. In these
cages we must do the best we can. A Sunday School not connected with any
church is infinitely better than no Sunday School at all ; but just as soon a8
circumstances permit, then I think that cvery school ought to be connected
with gome Christian church, and that church should be responsible for what
may be taught within that school. It is the duty of the Church to provide
the necessary material for the Sunday School—a comprehensive library, all
tho needful apparatus, books, maps, object leesons, &c. This is not always
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1 have often heard an application to the Church for aid in this
respect, answered by the remark ¢ You Sunday School people are always
wanting something or other It is o reproach to_the Christian Church
that such & fecling should ever be cherished. There is no department of the
Church's work that better repays outlay than the Sabbath School work,
and if & church is wise it will never regret anything it spends in  this
direction. ~ Hence, the Church ought to supply the requisite materials
for the Sunday School. 1 have but one thing more to refer to I think
it is the duty of the Church to go to the Sunday School. (Hear, hear.)
A boy came to his father and said 1 don't want to go to the Sabbath School
any more.” Why ? said his father. « Oh, because it is not the place for big
boys like me.” The father urged him to go, said the school was doing a great
and good work, and did not think he was too old to go. Says the boy, “ how
old were you when you quit the Sabbath School 7 ¢ Oh, never mind that, I
don't really remember, but [ would like you to go." Well,” said the boy,
«you say it isa very good thing for me ; now 1 will go if you will” ¢ Well,”
the father said, speaking of it afterwards, ¢ there was no getting out of it,"
and he went; and it is the duty of every member of the church to go to the
Sabbath School. And here comes up the question, of how you arc going to
bridge over that gulf between the Church and the Sabbath School. We
want to fill up that chasm in some way if possible. T do not see any
way except by the Church's going to the Sabbath School, by having
the fathers and mothers go with their children, and form themselves
into adult classes. 1 think perhaps the wisest of us in geriptural
Jore might learn something in the Sabbath School. In some localities they
have their adult classcs, and almost the entire adult population attend them,
even old gray-headed men. 1 do not go too far when 1 say that in the hands
of an efficient Sabbath School teacher, such a class would learn more at Sab-
bath School than they would by listening to half a dozen sermons. (Hear.)
When you get right down to the hearts of fen or twenty earnest people, who

done.

want to know the will of God, with the Bible in their hands, you get the
truth fastened in their hearts like a nail in a sure place, and cven old patri-
archs might be profited by attending a Sunday $chool clags. And now my
time is just up, but if the Church takes hold of the duties T have referred to,
and discharges them, between now and the meeting of the next Convention,
then perhaps Tanay gtate a few morc. (Cheers.)

The Convention then sung the hymn—¢ My faith looks up to Thee.”

The PRESIDENT announced that the gubject was open to the Convention
in addresses not exceeding five minutes each.

J. G. Hopeis, 1sq., thought that the closing remarks of the last speaker
contained the key to the whole subject. 1t was & conviction in his mind that
no christian man could visit a Sunday School without being deeply impressed
with its importance. And if they could get their christian men
and women to visit Sunday Schools and see the work performed there,
there would be a great deal more interest taken in the work, n()d by this
means many of the difficulties referred to by Mr. Sutherland would be met.
In visiting Sunday Schools he had himself been profoundly impressed with
the whole subject. What is it these persons are engaged in? The most im-
portant pursuit that could engage the attention of any human being. And if
they could impress their congregations of the various communities with the
importance of visiting Sunday Schools, and seeing what i8 being done
there, there was not the slightest doubt that all the difficulties so ably referred
to by Mr. Sutherland would bo removed. Ho had merely to express his grati-
fication that this subject had been brought before the Convention at so carly
a period of their gessions,
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Rev. 11, CHRISTOPHERSON said, that Lie had only heard one objection to the
Sabbath School Association of Canada, and that was that its tendency was to
separate the Sabbath School from the Chure L. Although he did not in the
least sympathize with that uncharitable objection, yet he thought if some
resolution was passed expressing the sense of this body upon that point, it
would do away in part, at least, with this ohjection, which thrown broadcast

over the country, was apt to caus¢ injury to the Association, M Sutherland
hich was very difficult to

had, in his able address, opened up @ question W

answer, namely, how can we bridge over the chasm between the Church and
the Sunday School. Tt was a question which he would have to leave un-
answered,  We all admit the correctness of his (Mr. Sutherland’s) remarks
in reference to the duties of the Church to the Sunday School. But that will
not bring the school into the church. The performance of those duties may
aid the transition from the school into the membership of the church, but 1t
cannot affect it 50 a8 to make it cyer probable that the great majority of the
scholars will find their way into the church. The great question is, how
can we best reach the hearts of the children? The great aim of the church
is not to augment the number of its members, but to secure to the church
those persons whose hearts are changed, (hear, hear); and as Mr, Sutherland
has put it very wisely, there is no better channel to reac h the heart of a child
than the Sabbath School. The Superintendent, or teacher, may getat a child’s
heart when the preacher could not.  We should try to keep a staff of con-
verted teachers on hand, to take these classes under their prayerful and
watchful care, whose aim should not be to see how many verses the
class can learn, but to see that the child understands them, and that the

spirit of the passages committed to memory is impressed upon the heart,
I

f we have teachers who have the spiritual welfare of the children at heart,
we should be better able to preserve the school as the nursery of the Church,

He would not suy that all unconverted teachers should be ignored,  Many
such teachers have found the Sunday School the means of bringing them to
Christ.  But we must not forget that the conversion of the children is the
object and aim of the Sunday School work. (Cheers.).

D. McLeay, Xsq., of Toronto, said that this was a subject which had
occupied a great deal of his thoughts as a Sunday School worker. He was
deeply impressed with the question of bridging over the interval between
the time the boy or girl leaves fhe Sunday School, and the time when they
pass away beyond our control altogether.  There is no time when the Church
requires to watch over her children more than just at that period. He knew
no way of accomplishing this object better than Dy the establishment of
Bible classes in all our churches,  He was much struck by the remark of
their last President, that in Bible class of young men and women he could
accomplish more perhaps than through the pulpit. He had no hesitation in
saying that onc lesson taught in such & class was better than twelve sermons
preached to & promiscuous audience,  To his mind the Bible class was the
great field of power, and rightly used could not but be productive of great
ool to the young men and women of the congregation.

My, 8. K. Mirenst, of Pembroke, said he agreed with everything advanced
upon this subject.  In reference to requiring parents to visit the Sunday
school, he had known superintendents to say that they did not desire them
to com@ into the school, because it disturbed the children's attention, and
drew it away from their teacher. He thought such an fdea was a great
mistake. Tt was pleasing to the teacher to see the parents come to the
school, and hear the children recite their lessons. He would therefore cau-
tion superintendents against showing the cold shonlder to visitors to Sunday
Schools. A great deal of injury hag thus been done to schools,  Letus
desive to see the parents therc and invite them, and we ghould sec them
there more frequently, and they would leave a good influence behind them.
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Mr. MERWIN, of Lewiston, wished to call the attention of this Convention

to one point, to which reference had alrendy been made, namely, the chasm
said to exist between the Sabbath School and the Church,  He could assure
them there was no such chasm in many cases. There was none in his chureh,
and by the nlessing of God there neve should be. (Hear) His Sabbath
School was composed of scholars from five years old to geventy, and there was
no distinction among the scholars, (Hear, hear.) There were two classes of
young ladies and one of young gentlemen in the school ; and his was not the
only church of the kind that he was acquainted with. In regard to the means
of securing the attendance of young mer and women at the school he thought
if the parcnts were there, the young folks would not be absent. The difficulty
wag just this, to secure the attendance of all. Letitbe understood that the
whole congregation are engaged in the Sabbath School, and that it is a part
of their work as Christians, as much as their worship in the church, and you
have no chasm to bridge over between the Church and the Sabbath School.
(\,‘huers,) %
Rev. W. H. PooLe, of Goderich, said although such a chasm did exist in
many churches, yet it ought not to exist. The church was not doing her duty
if ehe allowed such a state of things to exist. There should be no distinction
between the Jambs and the rest of the flock; between the nursery and the
orchard. When a little ghrub is taken from the nursery it is at once trans-
ferred to the orchard. If we provide our Sabbath Schools with suitable Bible
classes and juvenile prayer meetings, the chasm referred to might be entirely
hridged over. In his church they had the bible class and the class meeting,
in which the youth as well as those more advanced in years met together.

Rev. T. ALBXANDER, of Percy, as an aged worker in the Sabbath School,
begged to be allowed to state what e had been doing during the past forty
ears, in the way of instructing the young. He had found in the congrega-
tions with which he had been connected great difficulty, as had been sug-
gested, in keeping the young people under their charge so as to receive such
religious instruction as they require, to fit them to become proper members
of churches.  He had endeavored during the past few years to organize &
Bible class in sume of the out-stations ; he held it before the preaching.
Parents as well 88 the young people attended this class, He had often gone
from the Bible class to the pulpit, and preached on the very subject to which
he had directed the attention of the class. (Hear.) If ministers would
adopt this method they would find it a successful one to interest the young
people. 1t would encourage them if parents would attend, and take their
places peside their children. He had found this from experience o be a
good plan. He trusted that some such means as he had indicated would be
successful in raising up & host of teachers, who would volunteer to go into
the work, Tieart and hand, and that God in His goodness would 'make them
instrumental in lending many souls to that blessed Seviour, who said while
on earth « Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid them not, for of
such is the kingdom of heaven.”

Rev. C. Waiges said that in discussing this question, he wished to draw
their attention to a point referred to by Mr. Sutherland, namely, that the
Sunday School was an integral part of the Church. He did not intend to
discuss the point, but the question came to his mind, What is the Church ?
He believed there was a chasm between the Church and the Sunday School,
and the only bridge that could span it was & sound conversion to God.
Unless they brought the children over that bridge, all other means would fail.

Rev. J. Gi. SANDERSON, of Rughy, wished to make one remark. He

thought the subject under discussion was a very important one, but they had
wandered a little from the subject. M. Sutherland had brought up the
2
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relation between the Church and the Sunday School. e had been anxiously
for light upon one point, namely, the election of officers in the Sab-
t to clect them 7 The Sabbath School
generally demands that right, and hy-and-hy the school feels as thongh it
was entirely geparated from e Church.  He knew of a church that objected
to something in the Sunday School as being Wrong, but the school turned
round and suid, You have no business in the school,” and refused to allow
the church to interfere with them at all e thought the (hurch should
elect at least the superin | like to hear the
opinion of other delegate
Mr. W. MLy, of Nithburg, said, there were two points he would like to
make a remark upon First,—In regard to the chasm between the Sabbath
School and the church. Solong as the words of our blessed and glorious Re-
deemer stood upon the statute-hook, there was o barrier over which no uncon-
yerted man could be rec eived into what he recognized as the church. ¢ Verily,
verily, 1 say unto you, except aman be horn again he cannot see the kingdom
of God,”  When the divine nature is imparted to the soul of a child it
becomes a member of Christ’s church, and has its placein the church, If the
church is composed of all those who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, their
s them members of that church, and nothing clse docs.
The other remark he wished to make was in regard to Union Sabbath Schools.
Objection had been taken to these schools, but he would ask, where could
they find a better field for Christinns of all denominations to unite in than in
the Union Sabbath School?  (Hear, hear.) 1t is well for every church to
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path School. Who has the righ

Hdent of the school,  He woult
s on this point
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have its organization, and if it is faithful, it cannot live without making
efforts for the instruc
a Union School could occupy & position ¢

tion of the young. At the same time, in many places,
ntircly apart from & mere Sectarian
attract to it children which a Sectarian School could not
reach, ~Among the rural populations, where all denominations were
comparatively weak, Union schools arc a great benefit. How beautiful to
sce men of every Christisn denomination together, actuated by love to &
common Saviour, endeavoring to bring the young to Christ, and to teach them
the grand fundamental truths of Christianity. What were their little differ-
ences compared with the great amount of truth they held in common ?
(Cheers.)
Mr. Hurron said, In order to secure the attention of the children at the
gabbath School, teachers and mprlinlundcnts ghould make themselves tho-
roughly acquainted with the lesson. If the teachers would do this, they
could easily manage to secure the attention of their scholars ; but this very
important duty was gometimes neglected.  He had heard teachers ask the
scholars where the legson was. Such carclessness on the part of the teacher
was most injurious to any school.
Rev. J. CARROLL, of St. Catharines, said, he gubscribed to every word of
Mr. Sutherland’s address.  He believed in the principles, he (Mr. Sutherland)
laid down, and if they were carried out they would lead to something like
what be had been told took place in connection with certain churches, In
the place to which he referred they had one service on the Lord’s day, called
the Sunday School, and every one of the congregation, big and little, old and
young, learned and ignorant, with the pastor at the head, met together and
spent an hour or an hour and & half in studying the Bible. This was the
most_ interesting service of the whole day. The children came in large
numbers, because the parents came, and great good was accomplished. He
hoped that such a plan would soon be carried out in all our congregations.
Rev. J. McKILLIOAN said there could be no doubt that the Sabbath
School should be under the direction of the church, when a church was in
existence. The Society (The Canada Sunday School Union), with which
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he had the pleasure of heing connected for nearly ten years, had always
e on that principle. Bt there were miy Sitbbath Schools where there
were no churches, and many more such might be established,  When the
Sabbath School cause commenced in England, it did not commence in the
chureh, It in the picty of carnest working men. It commenced in indi-
vidual picty, and, as remarked, the old «step-mother” looked rather sour for a
Jong time. He had seen children running wild on the Sablath day, beeause
there was no Sabbath School, there not being a gufficient number helonging
o any one chure L to make the thing work efficiently.  Before Sabbath
Schools were organized in England, by Robert Raikes, there were Sabbath
Schools conducted by private individuals. In the State of Conneeticut, there
S sehool known by the nane of ¢ Sabbath Sehool,” hefore Robert Raikes
was heard of. Tt wag all through individual piety, and individual piety was
just a8 effective now as in the days of Robert Raikes

Rev. 5. T1. Dw e, of Ingersoll, did notapprove of pitting the Bible Class

inst the pulpit. The Bible Class might be used to very great advantage
without superseding the regular services of the sanctuary in the way that had
peen hinted Remarks of that kind, ténded rather to hinder, than promote the
objects aimed at.  (Hcar.) While we should value Sabbath S¢ hool instruc-
tion, we should never forget that God has committed the work of instructing
the children in religious truth, to the parents and no institution could take
that duty off their hands. He was of opinion that something might be done
in the way of giving a more definite status in connection with the church
o those who are connected with our Bible Classes.

Rev. J. R. Cookg,of St Catharines, suggested that some resolution be passed
by the Convention respecting the bridging over the chasm between the Church
and the Sunday School, and that cach delegate on his returning home,
impress upon his church the importance of carrying out the resolution

Pror. Wanngr, of Rochester, who conducted the singing during the
meetings of the Convention, gave some illustrations of his method of
teaching.

J. T. Dunvea, D. D, of Brooklyn, N. Y., was then introduced. He

mportant that we should start on a right foundation in discussing
this question. The church has been defined to be €@ hody of believers in the
Lord Jusus Christ”” Tt has been said that therc is a chasm between the
church and the Sunday S hool, beeause the Sunday School is not entirely
composed of those who are helievers in our Lord Jesus Christ. Tobring the
matter to a definite issuc, let me ask, when is the church ever visible in the
world?  According to the strict use of the word, the church is never visible
except at the Communion table. Tn one sense there is a vast chasm between
a promiscuous congregation and the church, because the congregation is com-
posed of belicvers and unbelicvers, but the Lord Jesus Christ has bridged over
that chasm, and invites all who are without, to enter the fold of the church.
You go into a Christian household as pastor; the children are not believers
in Christ. In one sense there is agreat chasm between you and the children
and the parents ; but in another sense the Lord Jesus has filled up the
chasm. Go to the Sunday School; there isin one sense & great chasm between
the believing teacher, the Delieving youth in the Bible Clase, and the unbe-
lieving pupil. In another sense there s no chasm, for yol have gone down
there to say that the Lord Jesus Christ has filled up all the distance between
heaven and hell, between heaven's children, and hell's reprobates, and to say
to them that the church of God is here to offer Christ to you. Now, the'
question is not whether those who are unbelieving in the congregations or in
the Christian family, or in the Christian Sunday School, are in the church, or
whether the church is there. Is not the church in the midst of an unbeliev-
ing congregation when the pastor preaches, or in the family when the pastor




20

kneels down in prayer to God, or in the Sunday School when the pastor or
superintendent or teacher is bowed in prayer, or lifted up in praise among
the unbelicving. And the congregation is not far from the kingdom of God
when the pastor kneels with them around the family altar And the church
is not far from the Sunday School, when the pastor and the Delieving super-
intendent, and the tenchers, and the praying pupils, are around the throne
of grace.  What we mean by the Sunday School, is the churd h at work ful-
filling its grand commission for certain class of the community. What
we mean by the congregation, is the church at work fulfilling i sommission
for another class. What we mean by the chureh in the family, is the church
fulfilling its commission in the family. Tt is the churchall through. Now,
what is the commission of the church 7 “Go ye into all the world and
sreach the gospel to every creature.”  Now, then, it the ohurch is at work in

the family and in the Sunday School, and then stops work till the overgrown
Sunday School scholar enters the congregation, then there 18 a prm-ti(’ul
chasm between  the Jurch of the Sabbath dehool, the chureh of the
family, and the ¢ hurch of those who are neither in the family nor the Sabbath
School.  There is a ¢ lasm, and it is pot filled up until the Lord Jesus has
brought them over to himself, He will bring them over the bridge, but it is
our business to put the bridge there and pray for the aid of Christ, And
when the church in the congregation, the famnily, and the Sunday school, i8
earnestly at work, then the bridge will groun and ereak with the multitudes
on it, but it will not go down, because the rock of cternity is under it.
(Cheers.) There are two parts in this commission;“go to all nations and preach
the gospel.” What has music to do with teaching? What is the great se Ivation?
Three things . Belief in the word of Christ; confidence in the character of
Christ; and trust in the presence of Christ.  Now, we teach the soul’s aliena-
tion from God; we teach the means of return; we press home the effect of
that alienation till it is felt in the conscience; We hold up the reconciliation
till it is seen in the understanding ; then when the hungering and thirsting
for righteousness begins, the promise of the Holy Spirit is sent; faith takes
hold of the reconcilintion and approaches God.  What is this approach ? It
ig the beginning of that which was lost by sin—communion with God.
What is communion with God? The expression of the thoughts of our

heart, and the submission of our will to God; and the sympathy we

have with God We fly to Him the moment we are reconciled ;

and we tell him over and over again what he Kknows before; the majesty of His
the richness of His grace in the Lord Jesus Christ ; simply because,

works ; the ric

communion with God i the end of our being, and we must, for the sake of
the communion, tell Him what he knows, for we do not know anything that
he docs not know. We do not tell it for information, but to express our
appreciation of it? What is another name for communion ? Worship.
Man lost by sin, communion with God. Man is restored by Christ into com-
munion with God. "T'he first expression of the restored sympathy between
the soul and God, is praycr. « Behold he prayeth,” it i said in heaven. So
in our prayers we tell Him of all His wondrous works ; we recount His great
love ; we tell Him of the gift of His Son Jesus Christ, and the comfort of the
Holy Ghost, In all these expressions we indicate our appreciation of those
things ourselves and our gratitude for them. Now, what is that? Just to
grow up toward God. The very moment we are in communion with Him,
the yuickening of the Holy Ghost is accelerated; so that Dby expressing our
knowledge to Him we 8¢¢ more than we knew before. Wegrow towards God
in the very act of expression. We confirm our faith in our knowledge when
we repeat it to God in prayer; we confirm our affections to God when we
give them expression in praise. For we grow in anything, first by knowing
it, then by contemplating ity then by loving it, then by putting our soul in
an active and expressive attitude towards it. The artist who wishes to
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become thoroughly familiar with his profession goes to Italy, and sitting
down before the works of the great masters, studies them till every line and
feature i8 impressed upon his mind. o we in worship sit down before God
and contemplate Him as He is revealed in His Son. Now, Christian worship
in song is one method of contemplating the Lord, of expressing our affec-
tions to the Lord upon the thrilling vibrations of music ; it is the rendering
of our nature to God when intensified by that form of thought which kindles
Christ’s warnth in us. The thing is not understood in the church of God as
it ought to be. We have in the church sometimes no worghip of our own
in song j We nave those in the distance who have not one single emotion for
God, to stand up and express our taste for music, while we sit down without &
single expression in our hearts for God, (hear, hear) ; and the church is
|acking spiritual nourishment to-day, because we sit dumb in God's house
and do not worship God, but listen to that which has no spirit in it, simply
because it i8 not worship, but performance. S()Imers.) You may say, ¢ Does
not the minister pray, and do we not follow him 7" But is that prayer? In
the worship of praise when we follow a simple musical performance, we do
not worship; if we do follow it, 1 tell you Dbefore @od, we follow alie. They
don't mean what they say, and we -annot follow it without endorsing their
falschood. The church must come back and get into communion with God. If
we must needs be preached to,without the privilege of saying so much as, amen,
then let us at lenst sing, for that we can do without violating the laws of deco-
rum, (Cheers.) The mission of the church is to teach Christ to men that they
may be reconciled to God, and then to lead them into communion with God. i
What do you do when a man gays, “1am ready to come to Christ.”  You say
W Let us pray,” and you pray to show him how to commune with God. Suppose
he gets up and says, “now,I have got the peace of God,” what do you do then ?
« Let us sing,” “All hail the power of Jesus' name.” This is the mission of
the church. Let the church do that work in the Sabbath School, 1f you do
this you will banish from your schools many of the hymns that have been
published. God is not in these hymns 0s he is revealed in the gospel, the
great salvation is not in them 8 revealed in the gospel We want more
gospel in our hymns. (Hear, hear)) We want God and Jesus Christ and the
Holy Ghost in them a8 they are in grace. (Cheers.)

The audience then united in singing ¢ Shining Shore.”  Rev. J. G.
Manly, of Toronto, led in prayer, and the Convention adjour ned at ten
o'clock.

SECOND DAY—MoRNING SESSION.

The Convention re-nssembled at 8 oclock.  Between 200 and 300 ad-

ditional delegates had arrived and were present.  After an hour spent in
d to the consideration of

devotional exercises, the Convention proceede

SABBATH SCHOOL lCN'I’]“.R’IX\INMEN'I‘S—'[’IHCI][ PROPER
CHARACTER AND LIMITS.

Rev. Jony Woon, of Brantford :—As the subject announced is an import-
ant one, and the time for presenting it very brief, you will excuse me if

plunge at once i medias res. 1t 18 assumed that Sabbath School entertain-
ments, when of a proper character and within proper Timits, are allowable.
Let me make two or three suggestions, first of all as to their value and use-
fulness,  In many instances there is no alternative. The custom prevai
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inments to the children attending

and schools which do not give enterta
two entertainments

them will very soon be left behind,  Some 8 hools give
during the year—ont in the Summer time, in the shape of & pic-nic or excur-
sion, and another in the Winter time, perhaps in the shape of a tea meeting
for the children.  Most fficient Sabbath Schools prov ide such entertainments
for their scholars. They must do so, or their scholars would be gradually
drwn away by the superior attactions "ehich are offered by other schools.
There are many parents who neither know nor care whether their children
ro 1o school, or where they Ko, it is 1eft entirely to the children o g0 0
ther, just as it suits their taste and just as the attraction
Iy be presented to them,  They a Lmdoubtedly led to make this choice
by the attractions which the Sabbath School can offer them in the way of
Sabbath School librarics, an attrnctive room, or the ntertainments provided
for them from time to time, They are children, and we cannot expect them
to be influenced by questions of right and truth They are simply influenced
by the amount of attraction that can be offered to them by the Sabbath
Schools, 1t is not surprising that when men and women are 80 ignorant on
questions of truth and duty in such matters, that the children are even less
influenced perhaps than they are hy these considerations,  Children arc
especially attracted by the Sabbath School in which there is a large amount
of interest shown in them. It is a kind of thing which they can appr iate,
Itappeals to the child’s nature especially, therefore in many cases there is no
alternative. Sabbath Schoolss must give such entertainments, in order to
compete with other schools that do. 1n the second place, such entertain-
ments are fitted to impress the child's nature, perhaps more than any other
means which we have at our disposal, I was once in a bookseller's 8hop,
and a gentleman came in enquiring for children’s song-books. He said to
the bookseller, T don't want any of those good books.” Nursery rhymes
like ¢ Old Mother Hubbard," or something of that kind 1 suppose he wanted.
That was the feeling of o worldly man, and we may learn something from it.
Children do not want to be always under instruction, they don’t always want
w good books.” They have another clement in their nature a8 well as that of
the spiritual and moral ; that we need to cultivate no less than the spiritual,
but the spiritual must be first in our esteem. To follow Paul’s example,
wgll things to all men,” it i8 surely allowable to lay hold of the child's
nature in whatever way'we can best do it, and having attracted them to the
Sunday School, we may then hope to interest them with regard to spiritual
things. We may lay hold of a child’s nature through his love of fun and
frolic, through his love of music, or his love of fensting if you cannot do any-
thing better. Children are made to play as much as the lambs that gambol
in the fields. God made them to laugh and sing and be merry. There was
good sense and kindliness of feeling in the old Bishop of Oxford's speech he
delivered lately, with regard to Sunday Schools, which was very severely
criticized.  He said he did not want to see Sabbath School children sitting
on hard benches and the teachers making hard faces at them to keep them
quiet. We don’t want to make our Sabbath Schools places of mere restraint.
We don’t want to have the Sabbath School merely a place of instruction in
that which is spiritual and moral. We want to have it a kind of religious
home for the children, and to have them drawn to it by every element of
their nature, ~ We must show sympathy with the children’s nature. There
is no better way we can gain their hearts, than by showing that we have not
forgotten that we were once children ourselves. Such entertainments do
good to the teachers, and parents of the children. They may call them red-
Tetter days in their calendar. Then again the question, a8 it has been pro-
posed, has reference to “ the proper character and limits” of such entertain-
ments. It is undoubtedly improper for us to exceed the limits of propriety
in the kind of entertainments which we offer.

one school or ano
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worse. Children are very apt, when you ¢give them an inch, to takean
ell.”  Such entertainments should be made promotive of health as far as pos-
sible; certainly they should not be prejudicial to it. They should, if weather
permits, be heid in the open air, so that the children would have something
45 see of the beauties of nature and art, as well a8 something to eat,—some-
thing to expand the soul as well as feed the body. We must not overlook
the child’s nature in regard to feasting, nor must we¢ overlook the capabilities
of the child’s nature, with regard tothe appreciation of all that is good and
beautiful in nature, whercver it is to be seen, and where is it not to be seen?
Let us make such sccasiols attractive, and make them gay if you will. I
love to see banners, flags, mottoes, rosettes, and gay colours, which are all
attractive to the children. The object is to attract the children by every
element of their nature, and then to lay hold of them, and bring them to-
wards God—apd let the parents show that they feel an interest in such enter-
tainments, that they have gympathy with their children’s nature. Above all
Jet us in these matters as well as in every other, have our ey¢ single to God's
glory and then our whole body will be full of light.

Hymn.— I will sing for Jesus.”

Dr. Hravky, of Meding, N. Y, said—Allow me to offer a few words in
addition to what has been said on this very important subject, and I rise to
state my opinion a6 & physician respecting the entertainments referred to by
Mr. Wood. He said that the amusements upon those occasions of entertain-
ments should be such a8 not to injure the health of the children. As @&
physician, I should say, their dress should be such as not to injure them.
Many a dear little girl, after such entertainments, I have been called on to
see suffering from inflammation of the lungs or croup, oF some other sickness
caused by exposure during one of those entertainments.

1t often happens that the morning is pleasant when they leave their
homes, dressed up very tastefully, but before the day is over the weather
changes, and thoy, not being properly protected against the rain, take &
severe cold, and that night the fathe and mother watch over them with the
physician trying to save their livek. You will thus readily infer what 1
might say on this subject if I should speak further. 1 wish to add one more
remark. Having had some experience in these entertainments, I would

suggest that teachers and superintendents invite one or two classes to their
own houses and entertain them there. (Hear, hear.) The classes should be
taken in turn and at such entertainments they should be instructed in proper
decorum and conduct. This you ean do in your own houses with one or two
clagses much better than when you have fifty or & hundred children present.
It would be very casy to provide amusement at your own houses for the
children, and when they are about to goaway just say to them ¢ dear children,
we are trying to teach you every Sabbath the ways of the Lord that you may
grow up good men and women. Just come to the parlor and we will implore
God's blessing.”

Mr., Tuosas Nixon, Toronto, took exception to the use of the word
entertainment in connection with getting the children together before the
public. He had the idea that on occasions of that kind we should try and
digcover how much of sacred truth the children have learned in the Sabbath
School. He wasaware of the force of the argument, that because other schools
had these entertainments they were obliged to have them, But he thought
this consideration should not influence them in a matter of this kind. He
would rather sce the children brought together and examined in_scripture
One class, for cxample, might be examined in the history of Joseph, another
n?thc history of David, another class in the first five chapters of Romans,
and so on, dividing the sc riptures or portions of them among the various

classes.  If this was done. he thought they would clicit a far greateramount
( /of truth from the children, and it would be shown how much of divine truth
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they had in their own hoarts. If these exercises were properly conduoted,
the children would be delighted with them. Sabbath School entertainments
should be spiritual entertainments, and should always have the efiect of
bringing the children nearcr to Christ.

M. MircguL, of Peterborough, said, they had been told by Mr. Wood, that
he had no objection to Sabbath School concerts, In {hemselves there could
Ve no harm, but the harm was in their tendency. He would like Mr. Wood
define the limit to which they could go in concerts before they overstep the
boundary, and brought injury on their schools. Some people object to teaching
singing in Salbath Schools. He would like to hear the opinions of older
minds on these points, that is, whether or not it was proper to teach new
Jiaces of music in the Sabbath School, and what was the limit they should
put to these concerts.
Mr. Jangs WALKER, of Hamilton, said, that it appeared to him that in
the remarks of some of the previous speakers, there was & very beautiful
Dblending of the sacred with the worldly, he was going to say with the profane,
for instance, singing guch pieces a8 «Help me to sing for Jesus,” and then fol-
lowing it by amusements and recreations. Such entertainments a8 pic-nics
were modern, and he must say & very great retrograde from the former cha-
racter of Sabbath School instruction. With regard to having concerts on the
sabbath day it appeared to him to be inconsistent with the general spirit
which this Convention had encouraged and countenanced, and he would be
sorry if the impression went forth from this Convention, that they were to
teach sacred music and have performences in the shape of concerts on the
Sabbath, There was & time when teaching to read was the chief business of
sabbath Schools, but that gave place very shortly to higher branches of
instruction, with & view to make the school as it were & part of the church.
Those entertainments which had been referred to were far from religious
instruction, and not that kind of exercise which would elevate the mind of
the youth. And we are to remember that children can comprehend the truths
of religion—and consequently to suppose that we must leave them out a8
persons who have no interest in divine truth and its teachings, and influence
—ig to let loose the reins to ancxtent that is very objectionable. The way in
which various kinds of amusemonts have been carried on at these pic-nics, to
his knowledge, was frequently in exceedingly bad taste. He believed the
statements made here by our friend from Medina could be confirmed in
Canada, Théy sractice of having these anniversaries in and about the church
where there conld be opportunities of discovering the information that has
beon acquired by the children, was far superior in his estimation to out door
pic-nics. Though they had been obliged in his school to yield to the outside
pressure of other schools and have these entertainments, yet he Delieved there
were many amongst them who did not go to U\cm,\-nmidming that there was
much more harm than benefit resulting from them. As to the question of
being obliged to yicld to those outside influences,it is justallowing the world to
rule them when they ought to have conscienco in the matter. He thought that
they sometimes yielded to the influenc: from without, to an extent which did
no credit to their Christian  character. He mentioned these things * just
Dbecause he felt that the current was running in that way to such an extent a8
{0 be likely to do injury to the character of their Christianity.

Rev. J. Woop wished to explain one point.  He had used the word
eoncert " in the sense in which it was used in the United States in connec:
tion with Sabbath School cntertainments. fe had no iden in any way of

-\lm‘, on the Sabbath, but in the United

recommending & musical perform

States it was a common thing to have cvery month in the Sabbath School
what is called a ¢ Sabbath Sahool ¢oncert.” At these gu(hvrin;,;s which are
held on Sabbath afternoons, e different classes recited verses of seripture
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and prayer, and
perintendent, pastor and others. He

upon some subject previously announced, engaged in singing
addresses were also delivered by the su
did not allude tomere musical performances.

Rev. J. CARROLL, said, that Mr. Wood had touched on a very delicate
and a very important point when he said that they were under the necessity
of having these entertainments in order to s ure attendance at our Sabbath
Schools, 1t was deplorable that to a very large extenit, both with regard to
children and adults, both with regard to Sunday Schools and the church,
instead of putting their hands in their own pockets and paying the expenses
of the church or the Sunday School, they were trying to get on the blind side
of covetousness and to mise money by some side issuc,  (Cheers and
laughter.). 1f this discussion only led to som¢ sort of agrecment, that they
would have less of this clap-trap, and less of those miscrable appeals to the
IUWMV sentiments, it would be well.  To alarge ¢ tent in these days our

adults mere children.  Look at the frequency of se als, and concerts, and
ten-meelings, and pic-nics. To him the wonder was, what amusement there
ig in them, He would rather five hundred times spend the evening in read-
ing his Bible or some standard work, than go and listen to the gmall talk and
twaddle which are indulged in continually atthese meetings. (Cheers, ) Such
things tend to degenerate us, and one reason why people putronize them, Wis
because they did not kubw anything—they had no mind, (hear, Lear,)
because they must have amusements or they dow't know what to do.

Mr. Jomny Cross, of Willficld, said, he hoped this Convention would pass
a resolution condemning amusements at Sabbath School anniversaries. He
had no objection to Sabbath School anniversaries where passages of seripture
were recited and similar excroises engaged in,but tomix these up with worldly
amuscments he thought was very injurious and inconsistent with the char-
acter of Sabbath Schools.

Rev. A. SurnsrLAnD, said he was very glad the subject had been brought
up, as it involved an important principle, and one which the church must
meet, It was becoming very keenly discussed in the present day, how far
amusements were consistent with the Christian profession and Christian
principle. The Apostle tells us, that when he was & child, he spake s &
child, but when he became & man he put away childish things. The diffi-
culty was, that when they grew up they often forgot that they ever were
children, and not only wanted to put away childish things, but insisted that
the children should de the same. 1t appeared to him that they never could
reverse God's order without doing infinite mis sief. You cannot make &
child a man without doing mischief to the child, yet the reverse does not
hold good. Tt does not hurt a man to become & childagain, It isvery bene-

ficial to men at times to unbend and enter into the sympathies and feelings,
and if you please, amusements of children. It would be

well to remember
there was a very wide difference between the amuscments & child naturally
sought, and the amusements which grown up persons were inclined to seek.
In the case of grown people we see the tendency of education and of evil
associations Jeading them in the direction of recreations and amusements
that are positively evil. But in the case of children, unless they are brought
up under vicious influences, the tendency i8 towards such amusements, for
instance, as an innocent lamb would seck. The question was simply this,
shall we provide the children with such recreations - as are not inconsistent
with Christian principlc‘n‘ul practice, or let the children run wild and seek
their own amusements? One thing is certain, that if we do not provide them
with recreation, there are other people that will. And if you do not provide
them with somo attractions in connection with the Sunday School, the saloons
will provide them, and lead them away from what is good, and pure, and
holy. (Hear, hear.) He did not wish to be understood that he would import
1
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ward to the time when the next one would come off. The Bible had & fund
as deep as the wants of human nature, and a8 high as the kingdom of God.
Take a thorough going Bible man, and give him charge of a Bible Class, ant
with the resources within his reach of sacred songs,the blessed words of Jesus,
the history and poetry of the Bible, he can make & Sabbath School concert one
of the most pleasing entertainments the children could enjoy, and at the same
time instructive. He remembered an incident in connection with a Sabbath
School concert down in Massachusetts. Onc old Quaker happened to come
to the concert, and among the pieces recited was one called « the precions
Bible,” by & little ragged girl, whose father had gone to the grave a few weeks
before, and her mother was in the Almshouse. Holding the blessed book of
God in her hand, she recited the piece, and there sat the old Quaker rivetted
to the spot ; and was 80 improssed with the whole thing that he went to
work for Christ, and consecrated himself and his great wealth to God. That
was a single illustration of the benefit of Sabbath School concerts carried out
in a proper way. Don't make them day school concerts, make them Sabbath
School concerts, and hold them at an honr when all the parents can attend.

Mr. J. H. Keuuooe, of Troy, N.Y, said he hoped this Convention would
not decide to cut the children off from all amusements, but they should be of
a suitable character. The members of the church should mingle with the
children at these entertainments, and thus they would be promotive of muc h
kindly social fecling, and would give teachers and parents a great hold upon
the children’s nature. They should always consider in these matters, what
were the demands of the children’s nature. Children were not exacting in
these matters. Many Schools had the idea, that about once a year there
must be a grand performance, and all the resources of the congregation must
be gathered in, & long journey taken, great expenses incurred, and a very
elaborate entertainment provided 1m order to satisfy the children. His own
opinion was, that an inexpensive entertainment, held frequently during the
year, was just the thing for the children, and in them they could easily com-
bine religious instruction. The very fact that these entertainments were
provided for the children, would have a good effect upon their manners and
habits. Have them every month, if possible, and let it be understood that it
is not a great occasion. We want to appeal to the social element of human
nature, and in no place can this be done as well asat little social gatherings of
the parents, teachers, and children. There was a great variety of ways in
which chiidren could be interested. He had no objection to pic.nics when
properly conducted ; but would not take children long distances to them.
He would choose & convenient and accessible place, a fine day, good music
and singing, and a var of pleasant things for the children, But let them
have plenty of amusem ats of o healthy and suitable character, and by this
means they could attract the children to the Sabbath School and secure sucha
hold upon their nature as to more easily instruct them in religlous truth.

Rev. Dr. Evaxs, said, the question before the Convention was the limit
which should be placed to Sabbath School amusements. It had been assumed
that amusements were indispensable in the training of children. He had no
objection to amusements, if they could be made to avoid them in their great
work of instructing the youth, The very fact that such a question was pro-
posed at the (onvention, indicated that some Sabbath School workers had
thought that they had discovered danger in connection with these amuse-
ments. We might reach the object desired by avoiding the causes that had
originated that danger. He considered that this danger may have arisen in
some cases from carelessness in selecting teachers and superintendents. If
this wns the case, the danger might be arrested by taking more care in the
selection of officers for the Sabbath School. Let them be men converted to
God, and living under the influence of a high spirituality. 1f we depended
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the contributions of worldly people, and bore the expenses of the
school ourselves, W¢ would not be obliged to pander to worldly and un.
anmml tastes. (Hear.) If the church was more generous, and instead of
doling out its York shilling," it gave its dollar, we would not be so depen-
dent on the York shillings of outsiders.  (Cheers.)

o, Esq., of Montreal, said that in the Union School in Mon-
{real, With which he was connected, they had adopted a plan which had
sroved very guccessful. 1t was thig: They gave out & word to the School,
instance the word ¢ love,” and each ¢hild is required to commit to memory
se in the Bible that has that word in it When they com-
xercise they found that the children searched their Bibles at
reat diligence ; and by this means they got their fathers and
¢ of whom were of those who had seldom before looked into the
licre, 50 as to assist the children in getting a verse with the
word in it; and a great deal of extra Bible reading was thus done in these
poor families, and the exercise was found quite profitable. They allowed this
to take the place of the regular St hool exercises. It was found that this
reading of the Seviptures had & tendency to bring the children to Christ full
as much as any teaching.
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«THE QUESTION DRAWER.

Revs. Messis. PooLe and SUTHERLAND Were requested, at this stage, to
answer the questions that had been handed to them by different Delegates
in the Convention.

1. Would it be advisable to introduce anti-tobacco and temperance
pledges into Sabbath Schools?

Rev. Mr. PooLe—1 would say simply in connection. with this question
that in my charge we have « Bands of Hope" where these questions are dealt
with; almost all the children of our Sabbath School—some two hundred—are
pledged members of the « Band of Hope.” (Hear.) In any case the children
ought to be taught to avoid the usc of these agencies

2. How are we to distribute library books to the children without

interrupting the class ?

Rev. Mr. Poore—The method we have used in our School i this: & full
numbered catalogue of all our books 18 printed, and distributed to all the
children, They are also furnished with a ticket, having their name on it,
with a blank for the number of the book the child wants. The children take
these tickets home, and after referring to the catalogue, put on their tickets
the number of the book they want.’ The ticket is then placed in the book
the child already has and returned to the Librarian. 'The Librarian knows
at once what book the child wants, and lays it beside the Teacher, with the
ticket in it. Then at the close of the School the Superintendent announces
«change books,” when each Teacher takes the book placed alongside of him
and passes them to his clags, and the whole thing is denc ina few moments,

3. By whom are a\lp«rintcndcma to be appointed ?

Rev. Mr. Poore—0f course there will be & diversity of opinion in regard
to that matter. My own opinion is that the superintendent should be respon-
gible to the church. He might be appointed by & joint committee of the
teachers, and others, representing the chureh.

4. Is it the legitimate pusiness of the Sunday School to provide amuse-
ment for the children? .




30

Rev. Mr. Sur rErLAND—T'0 answer that question fully would be to re-open
the question that we were discussing this morning. 1 might answer briefly ;
it is undoubtedly the duty of the Sunday School to provide everything that
ssary for the effective working of the sc hool

« encouraged to attend the schools of different

is nee

5. Should children b
denominations on the same day ?

Yev. Mr Poote—I think that if children attend the Sabbath School of
their own denofnination, and properly prepare their lessong, they do quite
enough for one Sabbath.

6. What is the best method of distributing Jibrary books in the school ?

Rev. Mr SerneriaNp—A similar question has been answered already.
In my opinion the be method, where it can be donc, is this? The ghelves
of the hook-case are provided with aseparate division for each book, and each
division is numbered, a8 in the catalogue. A card is provided for each child,
with his name on it and -columns, where e can write the numbers of three
or four bogks, any one of which he would like to get. This card is given by
the child to the fibrarian, He glances at the shelves and sees whether the
book is there, gives it to the child if it is, and puts the card into the pigeon-
hole where the book was. On the succeeding Sabbath, if the child applies
for a book, the librarian sees at a glance whether he has returned the book
he had received before. If he brings the book with him, the librarian puts
it into its proper place, and gives the boy the book he wants, leaving the card
in its place as before.

Rev. Mr. Carzon—If the card is deposited in the pigeon-hole, how is
the child to show it the next Sunday ?

Rev. Mr. BUTHERLAND __He does not need the card ; he merely brings
pack his book, and asks for another. The librarian does not require to enter
any names in & book ; the card answers the whole purpose. ’

7. Should tea-meetings be held for raising money for Sabbath School
purposes

Rev. Mr. SUTHERLAND.—AS far as my own convictions are concerned, I
never want to see @ tea-meeting or any other public meeting for raising
money. Because when persons go there they pay their money and get value
for it, and there is no benevolence in the matter I hope the time will soon
come when there will be no necessity for holding this kind of meetings for
raising money. (Hear, hear.) 1t would be well to have the occasions of
social enjoyment ; but it is the duty of the Church to give the money, with-
out having to beg for it. (Hear, hear.)

8. Arc worldly amusements in accordance with Christ's teaching ?

Rev. Mr. PooLe.—As I understand worldly amusements, they are not in
accordance with Christ's teaching.

9. 1s the Sunday School an integral part of the Church ?

Rev. Mr. SurnerLanD.—That brings up the question, What is the
Church? A good deal was said last night about the chasm between the
Church and the Sunday School, and this gives me an opportunity of correct-
ing a misapprehension which scemed to have been entertained. I was not
speaking of the chasm between the converted church and the unconverted
school, if [ may use these terms, but the chasm between the church as an
organization and the school as an organization.  In this sense I think the
Sunday School is an integral part of the Church. It is not a part of it in
that narrow sense where the Church is limited to communicants or converted

persons; but 1 think it is, or ought to be,an integral part of the Church
*organization.
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10. What can he done to regulate our librarics, and kecp out a great

deal of the wretched dissipating stufi we now have in themn ?

Rev. Mr. Poore.—I think it is o sad place to have any such kind of stuff
| think the pastor or a well-read committee should attend to this matter.
Whenever new books are to be introduced, the catalogu should be care-
fully reviewed, and great care should be taken not to allow anything of an
ohjectionable kind in the librarics. 1t would be a sorry thing to have any
\ork in the library that would contradict the teaching of the pulpit or the

school.

Hymn.—*1 want to go where the Saviour reigns.’

e SR

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE GENERAL SECRETARY.
\

Rev. W. MiLLarD, General Becretary, presented the following Annual
teport s

With devout gratitude we report; for the third time, the progress of the
Sabbuth School Association of Cangda, and we gladly offer the sacrifice of
thanksgiving and praise unto our God and Father, who has helped us through
anothier yCar. Much remains to be accomplished, but encouraged by the past
we anticipate further success

The engagement of the Rev.J. McKillican with this Association as its
Agent, made last year, Was not completed un il some time after the last
Provincial meemion——his report to the Exdfutive Committee shows that
during the four months of his missionary work, he organized 31 Sabbath
Schools, with 171 Teachers and 1340 Scholars—Dbesides visiting 66 Sabbath
Schools already in operation, and delivering 135 Sermons and addresses on
Sabbath School instruction.

The brief but comprehensive constitution, a8 resolved in Hamilton in
1865, provides for the nppoimment of «a General Secretary, whose duty shall
be to correspond with the county socrotaries, gather up and condense in the
form of areport, the facts thus elicited and present his report, through the
executive, to the next Convention.”

The duties of the County Secretaries arc defined as follows:
ber and condition of the Sabbath Schools in

1. “To ascertain the num

their several Counties.
The number of ¢

. To promote the establishment of new Schools

. The cstablishment of County Associations, and

5. To report, to the General Secretary, the condition and wants of their
several Counties.”

With the exception of Grenville, Glengary and Stormont, this Associa-
tion has, during the past year, had Loca) Secretaries in every county and
city of Ontario.

In the Province of Quebec there are five counties, where there
testant communities, without secretaries.

The work involved in this office has been porf«»rmc(l with various degroes
of zenl, perseverance, and success ; but onc pretty general report comes from
each county and city Secretary, the great difficulty of obtaining the informa-~

hildren not gathered into Sabbath Schools.
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ganizing Associations in_every county, o great advance in intelligence,
system and blessing would r¢ ult. Teachers are craving information, and,
taking sucha gurvey, The fields are white to the harvest” The Macedonian
- Come over and help s, in the report of the ¢ want of Tenchers” of
qent feaching,” your Qecretary believes can only be met, to any
extent, bY (fonventions and Institutes.

The want of books, or the means to provide guitable books for poot
gchools, i8 CX] sressed in several reports. At the Inst Convention geveral per-
sons offered § 100 each, and one gentieman 200 towards making up $1000 for
supplying such a necd—bat the amount proposcd was not made up. May it
yet be done
“7" Phe other, too general, canso of sufferimg complained of, ¢ Want of inter-
est in Parents,” must be & cause of decp regret, and should raise the enquiry,
« How shall we, awaken and incrense guch a felt and manifested interest, as
ghall strengthen the hands of Sabbath Hchoel teachers, multiply the number
of scholars, and evidence that parents vatue the religious instruction afforded
in dabbath Schools, and  the real and »pirit\u\l welfare of theit children ?”
Teachers' méetings are not general, and but fow of those réported are for
the study of the fesson. Many Sabbath Schools have roported nothing for mis-
sions, or other benevolent objects ; some have collected considerable amounts
of moncy, but it is believed thata large proportion of these sums has not
heen given by the Sunday §chools, so that we cannob regard it a8 their dona-
tion. The grcuter part of pur schools have librawics. But few kecp a record
of their procecdings, wnd there are many that have no rogister of attendance
and lowsons ; hetice they can but very imperfectly farnish statistics.

The nambeét of conversions, and of scholars added tc the chureh, or be-
come communicants, is greater than lakt year ; for this we thank God. We
open our mouths wide,inprayer, thet the coming year may be much more
abundant in sugh results.  Ministers’ Bible classes appear more numerous,
Dbut they ad not general, The majority of Sunday Schools are kept open all
the year: )

To the present time, the atatistios furnished 16 the Grenernl Boeretary
are as follows. Additions may e oxpected =—

Number of Schools
Do. New Schools.
Do. Teachers . ...

Teachery (Chyreh Mepbers)

Number of Scholars...... PR

Average Attendance of Schofar

Scholags (Chwyeh Meomberg), ..«

Ministers’ Bible Clagyes in Schools

Conversions (have joined the Chure

Schqols yeported Prosperons, .-

Net InCTOAHS .o cwmrberss

Schools having Tenchers' Me

Books in, Libypries. ...

Schools Closed in Wintef .

Caonventions veported ... s

In addition to the above, your Secretary has applicd to the evangelical
denonriniations for their published Supday School statistics. In gny case
where stich a vecord has not been issued, the most rellable {nfofmation that
could be had, has been used. In the case of the Sunday Yehools of the Pres-
bytérian Chirch fn connection with the Chirch of Scotland, the report
published i1 1866 hag been employed, 80 that the statistics of these schools
may be considered tnder the fnark now  Yout Becretary is indebted to
3
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ve afforded him tho Minutes of their Conferencoef, or other

in 6o far 8 pretty correct knowledg\)o( the number of Babbath

and scholars in Ontario and Quebec :— i

SCHO0LS. TEACERS, SCHOLARS
810 71606 51321
430 3600 32500
325 2600 24830
250 2079 11390

those who ha
records to obta
Schools, teachers

Wesleyan Methodist Church. ...
English Episcupu'l w o,

Cannda Presbyterian «

Episcopal Methodist -
Regular Baptist i 200 1500 10000
New Connexion Meth'st ¢ 143 990 6806
Primitive Methodist 122 1043 7009
Bible Christian L (1 886 5032
Prosbyterian in con. with Chureh of Scotland . 98 981 8398
Congregational Chureh o .evpeseanrates S 550 4200
«Evangelical Alliance Ass! 52 439 2269
41 221 2056

Evangelical Lutheran

Union Schools (estimated) 500 4000 25000

—_—

—
3144 26495 190811

L I L
nstances the numbet of books in sabbath School libraries has
150 the number of conversions, ot additions to the Church, etc.;
but as such have not gcnemlly been reported, they are not mentioned here,

Some schools also support orphans, or scholars in mission institutions in
India, &c., OF aid Fronch Canadian missions ; but your Searetary, for want of
room, 0annob enter into theso interesting details here.

Respeotfully submitted by
WistiaM MILLARD,
General Secretary.

In some
been given ; &

N.B. For further dotails see Table of Statistios at the end.

On motion, the report was received, and its consideration reserved till &

later stage.

e

HOW MAY WE SECURE A DEEPER RELIGIOUS FEELING IN OUR
SABBATH SCHOOLS ?

Rey. J. RioHARDBON, Bishop, M. B Church——Although advanced in years
and somewhat accustomed to public speaking, T feel great diffidence in rising
to address the Convention on this subject. The fact is this question i8 the
question of questions. That itis & prominent one I need not tell you.' Your
own minds will wuggest to you that the question of “how we may secure &
deeper religious feeling in our Sabboth Schools,” {s one of great importance.
In speaking on this subject 1 beg to observe, thet 1 do not present it dogma-
tically. 1t i8 only in the guggestive sense that T present anything on this
jmportant subjeet, and if my suggestions can lead to the desired result, then
let God have the glory, In the first place, what are we to understand by this
fecling, It is not merely & religious feeling that the resolution contemplates.
We all know that nupcrntltion ha its votaries, and its votaries have their
religious feelings, which sometimes Hise to to  btate of enthusiasm, but this

is not the feeling we are how to consider;, that feeling is what wg call conver-
e

S ReTI
» Supplied since this report Was submitted.—W. M.
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the morals and duties of a Christian. My parents had supported the Church
teaching very well: and I recollect one morning, as I awoke from my sleep,
there was & conviction which came over my mind that made me feel dis-
tredsed, a8 if 1 had done something Wrong, and these things came to my mind
with a power and in a way that gurprised me 1 felt as if God was angry, as
if his frown were upon me and 1 dare not meet him. Al I could do to
relieve my mind at that time was simply to promise God that I would be
etter for the future. ginee T have known what rellgion is, T Delieve it was
the spirit of (tod moving on my mind, which produced that conviction for
sin, which, had T been rightly fnstructed, would probably have led then and
there to my early conversion, 1t is the duty of all teachers, of all preachers,
of all Sunday Behool instructors, of all who seck the salvation of their fellows,
eapecially the salvation of children, to understand that children may veceive
carly impressions of religion—and we lay it down us n general rule, open to
exception, that the capacity for cony jon will be coeval with the cxperience
of conviction of sin, that is o sense of guilt for having offended God. Here
then is the germ of true repentance, the desire for pardon. Now therc may
be an appreciation of the gospel plan of salvation in the mind of a child, when
itis awakened toasensc of its guilt. The mind of the child is capable of
receiving the truth thatsaves, as well as the conviction that condemns.—* God
in Christ reconciling the world to himself;” while it contains incomprehen-
sible truths, yet we know this glorious fact, that & child may understand the
gospel that brings salvation through Christ. A child may underatand the
story of redeeming love. Now the duty of the teacher is apparent, to bring
all the varied scripture 1essons to bear on this point, directly or indirectly.
Lot me dwell & little on that thought and the story of redeeming love, and
that great and glorions fact that Y Christ Jexus came Into the world to save
sinners,” and the scriptures, both of the Old and New Testaments direetly
or indirectly point out this duty of the tenchet 1o bring his lesson to bear on
this point. The ceremonics of Moses, and the ritualism that was established
among God's ancient covenant people, were designed to bear on that point;
and God made an ewevia\ covenant with them, that he would redgeem them
1o himself, and make them his « peculiar people.” Their sins and their ini-
quities he would remember no more. o them the gospel was veiled,
and secn ohly through types and shadows and figgures, but still it was there.
But to uk, in the New Testament, it shines so that we may feel and sce its
ower. I8 notour teaching in religions matters yet too theoretical and meta-
physical ? Christianity i founded on fact, rather than theories. It is a
revelation, not a philosophy, and these facts are to be dwelt upon, and illus-
fimted by comparing Seripture with Seripture. They are couched in prophetic
visions, seen in'the dreams, detailed in the history, and exemplified in the
hioy mphr of the Bible, and they are all designed to have & practical bearing
seiples of Christ. Children may feel the force of the cffect when
they cannot comprebend the theory of it. Merc ideas of truth have no prac-
tleal eftect. ey are as Bt. Jamen says, like «one who beholds his natural
face in a glass," but turning away he straightway forgetteth what manner of
man he was. 1T then these thoughts suggest anything tangible to meet the
enquiry of the resolution, T submit them with all- due respect to_those who
have the planning and working of our Sabbath Schools. { submit them with
my fervent pfayer, that the object contemplated in the resolution may be by
these and other means speedily and effectually attained. (Cheers.)
Hyun-" We are marching on, With shield and bapner bright.”
Rev. J. CARROLL continued the digcussion on the question introduced by
Bishop Richardron. He held that our childien need never be exposed to the

wrath of God; and that redemption which provides for their salvation, in
the event of their dying in infancy, provides for their pardon when they come
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AFTERNOON SEss10N—SECOND Dav.

The Convention met at 2 o'clock. After the devotional exercises, the
(discugsion of the question, W How MAY WE BECURE A DEEPER RELIGIOUS FEELING
1x 0UR BUNDAY Scnoors 7" Was resumed :—

Mr. J. G. HopGINg said, it had oceurred to him that one of the most effec-
tive means of accomplishing the object specified in the subject introduced
by Bishop Richardson, was cultivating among the children & personal love
for the Saviour. There is 10 period of our life when love for parents, and
Jove for each other, i8 stronger than in childhood ; in fact, the whole sub-
ject of & child's life, from the carliest seriod, is love. Now, if they could
turn that clement of children’s nature to account, if they could teach them,
when young, that love to the Saviour should be the great ruling principle of
their life, they appenl at once to a sabject the children can all understand.
He mentioned this, because children were often led to think thut the Bible
was not 80 much for children ; they hear & great deal about it; but they do
not realize that there is so much in it for them. 1f love to the Saviour was
once pressed upon their minds, the after religious life of children would be
comparatively easy.

Rev.Dr.COCKER said he had listened with deep interest to the remarksof his
venerable brother who had introduced this subject, He bad enunciated one
great principle, which we should do well to remember, and that was, that
this feeling must be produced in the mind and heart, by the Lord. He
thought, however, that it was & question fairly open to 'them to consider, as
to the method of the Divine procedure iur the production of religious feeling
1t seemed to him there were three things absolutely. necéssary to this end.

The presentation of Wthe truth as it is in Jesus,

VW in humble dependence
upon the Divine Spirit's agency. 1n order to have this religious feeling, we
must have the truth p ted to the di We cannot teach alike
all truth, but we should make it our business in Sabbath Sohools to teach the
truth es it is in Jesun"—the groat central tyuth of all truths. And in
order to the proper presentation of this truth, there must be religious feeling
in the mind and heatt of him who is presenting it. We must remember our
dependence upon the Divine Spirit's influence. He was afraid they frequently
forgot this, a8 pastors, and teachers. The mere presummiou of

{ the truth
could not accomplish anything. It was only by the Divine influence, that
any good resulted,  Why then should not our churches set apart & monthly
prayer meeting for the Sabbath Bchool? The great body of the Christian
church did not give themselves to prayer in connection with this department
of Christian teaching.

Rev. E. H. Dewar? hought, that on¢ of the most ossential things to real
spiritual progress in the Babbath 8chool, was singleness of aim. If there i8
any confusion in the mind of & teacher, a8 regards the actual purpose sought
to be accomplished, there would be & corresponding confusion
used. He feared that they often failed in this respect. Very often teachers
hear the children repeat their verses, and do not keep with sufficient vividness
and distinctness pefore Lheir minds, that all these things are only useful 8§
means to bring them to Jesus. He considered that ministers should occa-
gionally, or statedly, bring the Sabbath School teachers together, and talk
pointedly about the method of dealing with their classes, and (uestion them
whether they did really speak pointedly and faithfully to their classes with
respect t0 their spiritun) condition. Much might be done by & faithful appeal
to the teachers to work with more directness of aim for the spiritual well-
being of those whom they teach.

Mr. RUTHERFORD, of Peterborough, had long thought they were getting
too complicated in Sabbath School work ; that they interfered too much with
the teachers and pupils. He had found the system of Sabbath School libra-
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ries & very great hindranco in the school occupying 0 much time, and
interfering with the teachers while they hu«{ their pupils under their charge.
Ho did think, they should consider whethier or not Sabbath gchools should
ecome @ circulatin Tibrhry ; whiether there was not by the circulation of &
certain clag of books, dr‘w{hg out of the minds of the children, what they
nad been taught by thelr teachers. Many of the Dooke they lpd, in their
Jibrartes had not a tendency t0 Yring children towards God, and consequently

they neutralized the effect of the teaching. Other thihgs, in his mind, had &
ecp the teacher

tendency to take away the interest which ought to exist botw

pils, and unless these hindrances Were frst taken out of the way,
he did not think they would hocded in producing that religlous feeling in
their classes which ~was do much to he desired.

Rev. W. H. BLACKSTA0K, of Milton, said it appeared tg him that their
attention had been gomewhat diverted from the real question. As he under-
stood ity it Was, how can more of the devotional spirit\ be nfused into our
cervices? 1t geemed to be assumed that they had beep dealing too much
with the head and too little with the heart, dealing ore with the under-
standing than with the religious fecling of the children. He thought it
would be well if some of their excellent superintendents and teachers, who
had large experience in this matter, were to give them some facts bearing

i w Babbath School exercises could havo more worship in

upon this point, ho
them, more devotional spirit, and would bring the minds of the children

more directly into communion with €od.

A DBLEGATE urged the jmportence of toachers, when praying with their
clagses, to mAake theip prayeus a8 simpla and 88 conformable to the minds of
the children 88 possible. He often noticed that teachers, when praying in the
school, would use such langusge o to be utterly incomprehensible to the
children, and hence, they were unable tofollow them, and their attontion was
not secured. e thought teachers ghould, pay moxe attention to this point.

Rev. A. SUTHERLAND, said, it sdemed to be whderstood that the Bpirit of
(od nsually works in conndction with certain ngenolen,—iﬁ connection with the
rosentation of truth to the mihd of the child—a fact which greatly incteased
ility of the teacher, The whole question repolved itself into
this; if we rcnl]lly believe the promise of the Master, that ottt Heuvenly Father
wwill give the oly Spitit to them that ask,” weé Juyt want the church to come
down on their knlees and pray,snd keep praying, il the Lord pouts out his
Gpirit upon our S8, While the teatherd are engaged in this work, we want

many Aarons and ‘Hurs to hotd up their hands and plend with God. This is
of the Divine Spirit’s

just the point of the whote thing. We ‘want more
influence, and We can get it in answer to prayet.

Rev. Mr, MoLENNAR, of Whitby, said, the Bible was full of illustrations
and anegdotes, which could be 8o related to the children as fo interest them,
and by this means the great truths of the gospel might be presented ina
form that would attract and secure their attention. He thought if that
simple view of the question was more cleatly and constantly kept before the
minds of the teachers, they would interest the children more and be more

successful in their work.
Mr. Joux DeExrox, of London, said, it appenred to him that one of the

great difficultics they hd to encounter Was unbelief, 1f it was true, that ac-
cording to our fajth so would be the result, then it was évident that they
needed a stronger faith in'the Sabbath School work. If they pressed home the
truth from believing hearts, the sympathics would soon be brought out. He
would give an illustration of this, A few strangers met together at & house,
and while in conversation one of them said, T wigh you to pray for my €on




40

Harry. One of the men said to him. Do you really believe the Lord will
answer your prayer?’ Says he, ¢ T know the Lord will answer prayer,” and
repeated the samo answer the third time to thesame question. That meeting
was spent in prayer for the old man's son. Weeks pagsed on. Two ghop-mates
met togother, one was a believer, the other was not. The believer read this
verse, ¢ He that Delieveth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself, but
he that believeth not God, maketh him & liar.” « What)" said the young
man, Do you meun to sey that is there o« Yes," was the reply. The
Holy Spirit brought that word home to that young man’s heart, and he was
converted, That was the same Doy who had been prayed for a few weelks before
at the prayer meeting, whose conversion was the result of earnost, prayer and
strong faith. 8o it i8 and always will be. Just in proportion as our faith
is strong will we manifest it to the children.
The Pritsiornt then declared the discussion of the question closed.

Hymn.—* Blow ye¢ the trumpet Dlow."

RS

SABBATH SCHOOL MISSIONABY WORK AND THE BEST METHOD
70 INTEREST CHILDREN TN MIBSIONS.

Rev. T. F. CaLpicoTT, D.D., of T'oronto; was called on to introduce this
gubject. He said, Mr. President, the subject assigned to me for introduction
to the Convention is that of « Sabbath School Mistionary Work, sud the best
methed of intevesting Sabbath Schools in it.? Lot me,sir, spesk for a few min-
utés on missionary work at large. Our Divine Master, just before he arose,
with a1l the trivmphs of viototy, to licaven, gave his disciples this commis-
sion, “ Go ye into all 'the world and preach the gospel to every creature.”
We have always taken'that a6 lying ut ‘the foundation of wissions, and a8
imposing Wpon the church the sacred obligation to carry the gospel to the
world. There arigea VOry important question in our minds in connection
with this subject. Cap & sinner be saved without faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ? . Can the heathen be saved without faith in Christ? Can any man
that hates everything like religion, and only uses the name of Christ to swear
by, can he be saved without. faith in Christ? Can thuse who live in Christian
countries, who have Christian privileges, be saved without faith in Christ ?
It is true we are informed, that they who sin witheut the law, shall be judged
without the law, but they shail be judged. "Those who have not the written
law, shall be.ju ged at the last day by the. law under which they lived—the
law of nature. I8 there a single heathen, who has not violated the law of
nature, and who has not the conviction that he in a sinner 7 1 think that
every individual Christian will settle these questions in his own' mind, and
will agree that no man cin be saved without faith in Christ, and fhat every
man is & sinner. Theve i8 no one, wince the fall of Adam, who has not ginned
and come short of the glory of God, undvr whatover law he may have lived,
and by whatever law- he may be judged. I thiis be true, the greater part of
the world is lying in & most deplorable condition, and millions and millions
are going down to hell. It isone broad stream, and they move with the
rapidity of time, down they fumble into the dark depths of damnation. - Who
would say, if this be true (‘uul 1 do not intend to spend more time in proving
its truth), is not God partial‘in giving the gospel to 80 comparatively few of
the humap family ? Christ is not to blame for it, He has left & solemn
obligation resting on his people to g0 into all the world and preach the
gospel to every creature, 1t is owing to the laziness and covetousness of
the church that the world is not converted. The very same obligation rests
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in relation to this Convention. All that can be done by denominations they

* will do, but I am satisfied they cannot do the work with such efficiency as a
missionary going out under the direction of this Association, whio, wherever
he found @ field of destitution wonuld organize & Sabbath School, and if there
was any Christian Body that conld Hstain the School, let him hand it over
to them. = And if the Sabbath School fesults, a8 it always does, in the
introduction of® the  gospel, by some denomination establishing & church
there let thém take the charge of the Sabbath School. 1t would make my
heart glad to take off that restriction from this Convention, and send out a
Missionary, who, with the blensing of God, and our prayers, would soon make
the desert to bloom as o rose. (Cheers.)

Hymn —* Jesus the water of life will give

The President tlitn declared' the subject open to the Convention for
discussion,

Rev. H. Cunisrormzasox, of Ailsa Craig, said that one of the best means
of interesting children in missions, was the cultivation amongst them of u
spirit of benevolence. He thought there should be more missionary work
done in connection with the Suniday Schools of our country, and we should
bring more vividly before the minds of the children the state of our mis-
sionary work abroad tha difficulties and trials to which: our missionaries are
exposed, and the offect. produced upon the heathan by missionary work. In
the Wesleyan Chuxch of this country, & good denl of missionary spirit was
cultivatod among the children; by employing them us missionary collectors.
In all parts of enr country litthe missionary cards are put iuto the hands of
wome of the children, and they collect nobly for the work, Thus the church
reaps o bonefit ine financisl point of view, and it also helps to impress &

/issionary spirit in the minds of the children.

Rev. Jom\ Carrovy, said, his friend who had, introduced the subject had
said something about unday School missionary work, He begged to sug-
gest that in the firther discugsion of this subject, they ignore that part of it
altogether. Ifit was brought up at sll, it ought to be brought up by & sepa-
rate resolution, Tt might cause {rouble in the Convention, and would
embroil the general question of Sabbath School missionary effort.

Rev. (. CoonraN, of Brantford, said, he would be heartily glad if they
could interest the children of our Sabbath Behools in missionary work at
home, before they directed their attontion altogether to that of the heathen
would ; nor did he sympathize in the least degree with the remarks of a pre-
vious speaker, in regdrd to'the systém of sending out the children, wholesale,
around the c‘vy with cards,  (Hear, hear) He thought guch a system was
entirely wrong. While a latge amount of money might be collected in that
way, & great deal of harm was done to the children. Speaking of his own
congregation, he had never altowed the children to go toany other congrega-
tion to beg for their Sabbath Bchool, He would give the children actual
work to do in planting’ mission séhools through the towns and cities, and
telling them that it was their work to carry on and support these schools.
He thought that very large eongregations should hive off from their Sabbath
Schools and form a missionary church where the rich and the poor might
meet together; then the children should be made to understand that the
work of supporting those churches and schools depended upon their efforts
and liberality. Give the children something to do; don't merely tell them
they should be missionaries, but give them the work to do themsclves, in
their immediate sphere and neighbourhood, and they will grow up men and
women of liberal minds, possessed of the true missionary spirit. Then we
should teach our children that they should pray 88 well as collect funds.
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week, we go over the lesson ; if once & month, we discuss some general
subject. The advantage of our talking over our lessons is this —We are
all differently constituted, and by consulting together, wo each get the
accumulated wisdom of all.  Some who are sober serve to tone down the
extravagancies of those whose tendency lies in that direction.  Of course
you will remember the characters 1 draw are fictitious, but we will speal of
them as real, in order to illustrate how a teachers’ meeting may be made
profitable. One of our number is a member of Patliament, who has been in
the State long enough to know that there can be no good government with-
out Christian moraljty, and during his intervals of public office he continucs
the same public dutics by teaching in the Sunday §chool,  The next man is
the lawyer of our town, who, having a liberal education and being able to
speak admirably in court, thinks he ought not to waste all his culture sim-
ply in making a living ; so he brings lis intellect to bear in teaching the
sacred Seriptures, and His power of speaking in_preaching Christ at our
monthly concerts, .The next man Is a practical common sensc man, who
does not get much time to study. He comes here and expects to get & good
deal out of the lawyer, and the member of Parliament ; but when we come to
the application of the supject, his good common sense tells, The next man
is & banker, who has plénty of time to study, and has money besides, to buy
the best books, and can spend an afternoon in posting hitnself for instance, in
the geography of Palesfine, and when we come to the meoting and speak of
any locality, hie can tell us exnctly at once how far it is from Jetusalem, He
has read all the books on the Holy Land, and can describe to us all fts fea-
tures, The next man fs an old bachelor, who having no children of his
own, thinks he must do his duty by tenching the children of others. Having
no family cares, he docs & great deal of visiting in the evening. (Laughter.)
He goes down among the Sunday Scheol scholars, and finds out their cireum-
stances at home, especially those who live in the bacl stroets, and who need
care and sympathy, and sametimos sesistance. . 5o when he comes to the
meeting he can tell us something about the real wants of the children, and
the teacher suits hia instruction. acoordingly. - So all these varied characters
by getting together and comparing notes, give and get from each other. And
now we are ready to open this mesting with singing and prayer. But before
opening with prayer, the question is put to cach teachor, # Is there anything
in your class which you would like to be specially mentioned in prayer "
Then one teacher perhaps tells of his disc ts and Y and
want of success, and another perhaps tells of & seholar in his class who is
laboring under deep conviction, and we make all these things a matter of
special prayer. We want to know what we want, and then to ask the
Lord forit. And now, if thete 15 no business before the meeting, we pro-
ceed to the lesson, At the cloge of the lesson, the pastor usually drops in.
He does not come in till the close, because he is so learned he would
frighten us, But he comes in near the close, and any knotty questions
that we could not answer we save for him. He comes in, in time to say
a good word, answer our uastions, and. pronounce the benediction.  And
if there is any suggestion he wishes to make respecting the conducting of
the school, he makes it then. And now for our lesson. There are two
processes to be gone through in teaching & lesson. The first is to learn it;
we must first learn, and then tcach. 1f I am going to learn & watch, 1 take
it apart and see what is in it. 1f I am going to teach a watch, T take it apart
and put it together. Learning is called ¢ analysis ; teaching, synthesis.”
Learning a lesson is taking it apart; teaching a lesson i putting it toge-
ther, and showing what relation one part has to tho other. So now we
will begin the one process, the analysis, and to-morrow afternoon, in the
« teaching class,” we will take up the other. Dr. Duryea then took up-the
lesson, the 3rd chapter of Genesis, analysing it along with the class, after
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the manner of a Teachers meeting.  This @xercise Was continued till
oclock, and elicited warm applause, when the Convention adjourned.

—_—

KVENING SESBL ON—8EcoND DAY.

After devotional eXEICisos, conducted by Mr. F'. B, Grafton, of Montreal,
the president, announced that the subject for discussion was

HOW MAY THE INFLUENCE OF PARENTY AND GUARDIANS BE
BEST ENLISTED IN THE SABBATH SCHOOL CAUSE,

Rev. Dr. COCKER, of Toronto, was called on to introduce this subject. After
a fow introdactory remarks, he briefly reverted to the groat change of public
feeling with reapect 0/ Sabbath Bchools in England, from which couatry he
had lntely arrived. When Robert Raikes commenced his work of faith, and
Jabour of love, amongst the poor neglected children of Gloncester, he had
to enconnter & vast amount' of opposition. It was thought that Sabbath
Schools tended 0 break down publie spirit; and what they calted manty and
rustic sporte. Kven that great Bishop Hinley gaid he must oppose the insti-
tution of Babbath Behools. But now the Senate and Cathedral ring no longer
with idle and groundless declamations nghinst Sabbath Sehools. They bave
gecured for themselvos & high place in the sympathy of the English people.
The opponents of Sabbath Sohools are’ now (fow, and too scattered to band
together, and too abashed to make any diréet assault, Now they have up-
wards of 800,000 Sunday Sohool teachers in England, with more than three
millions of children under their care, Think of that, ye friends of Canadian
Sunday Behool institutions 11 Hee wow the little streamlet has swollen into
the majestic river, and take courage ! Why Oxford and Cambridge them-
golves, when com] red with these varied imstrumentalitios connected with
our Sunday Schools, are like things dene in a corner, and 1 am glad that this
new country is following in the wake of the old. (anada has ghown herself
a worthy daughter of o worthy mother. 1f 1 had brought from the old coun-
try any doubt in my mind as to the permanency and stability of this new
Dominion, & gothering like this would have seattered them to the winds long
ago. (Hear, heav, and cheurs.) The subject assigned to me on this occasion.
and 1 have had very little time to collect: my thoughts upon it is, how to
gecure the influenoe of parcnts “and guardians in behalf of our Sabbath
sohvols. Now, Bir, 1 can do nothing more in relation to this topic, than make
a few very yeneral remarks, just to introduce the subject for subsequent
discossion. T soarcely need svy that the influence is of imcalcunble import-
ance. There is no influence that so nearly approachus the influence of the
universsl Father ovor all the members of his great family. The influence of
the monarch over his subjects, will not bear & ‘moment's compari

influence of the paren i

gon with the

¢ over the child and if parents can only be brought to
discharge their porental duties in the fear of tiod, what may we not expect
from our families, and' from out saveral communities in this land?  What
may we not expact for the fiture of this country 7 How are we to gain their
influence then, for the good of their children, especially a8 connected with
Sabbath Schools P My first answer o that question i8, that we must take
every opportunlty of attracting their attention to this subject. It may be
that we have been doficiont in this respoct, thdt we have been desiving their
sympathy and co-operation without uking every Jegitimato means to secure
their infinence. 1 smggest that two ‘means be used for directing the attention
of parents to the daty of interesting themselves, Tot only in the welfare of

their children within the domestic enclosure, but in connection with Sabbath
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]u-rse\uringly carried out, these visitations from houso to house would
have & great influence upon prayerless and careless parcnts. 1t would be
on your part & ‘manifestation of kindness that could not be resisted. Do
we sufficiently estimate the power of kindness, in this great work ? Qur
own great Bacon bas said that 4 knowledge is power,’ but _are Ww¢ fully
awakened to the fact that there is another kind of power ? Kindness 18
power. (Hear, hear) The benignant author of our beiug has interwoven
into our nature & strong susceptibility to the influence of kindness, so that
{here is hardly 8 WAD apywhere, however depraved he wsy be, who can
cteel his heart and stiffcn his neck against the influence of Christisn kind-

Before that fearful copawmpmation can be reached, beforci & man must
pss awRYy to those dagk T jons where malignant passions reign without
restraint, and despair broods over the finally, abandoned, snd finally lost ;
o where you will amongst the most igmorant, most degaded, you will
find there stil lingers & GOrnor in .cvery mwan's et that_responds to the
touch of kindness. Let this kindness on your part be systamatically mani-
fested, and I cannot but hope for the best results. Let me say to you with
deference, who insist on . sending the young and inexperienced on these
crrands of mercy, you should selegt the very best men you have in the
school. Those who centre in themselves the largest amount of wisdom,
and prudence, and kindness, and knowledge. It is & work that requires
(he talents of the yery ‘best men wo have, if it be done efficiently. 1 don’t
gee how men can be more usefully employed than ine work like this. 1
know we 81€ apt to garry on work, that gtrikes the, attgntion of others, that
tends to securg the expreasions of praise. This work is very ymostentatious,
very ohscure, and I am piraid we are apt to depreciate it on that account.
May I remind you that those . operptions that are the mast observed and the
most demonstrative, 8re not always the most powerfuly and the most bepefi-
cial. Often those labors that are most obscure and unostentatious, and not
adapted to attract attention, are the most beneticial. Do not therefore shrink
from this work because of its comparative obsourity and its apparent insigni-
ficanco. 1 do not think it can well be over-estimabed. We want men and
women for this work who can bear rebuke ; men of great Christian prudence
and forbearange, who, if repulsed, will renew the attack again, and again,
until they have conquered. I this work of visitation we may expect to
meet with rebufls, and rebukes, pnd we should be prepared. to bear them with
meekness, remembering the mo to recommended by Mr, Dewart, “ Looking

unto Jesus."
Hymun— Let us Pray for one mmtf\\T\'."

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL AS A FIELD FOR SUPPLYING CANDIDATES
FOR THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY.

Joun MACDONALD, Esq., of Toronto, Was called on to address the Conven-
tion on this subjeck. He said—Mr, President and Christian fricnds, there
Lias been much said about the Sunday Sehoal's relation to the Church, - but
1ot much—TI think not any—about the Sunday Schooks relation to the min-
istry. Any ‘ubaervuut man, Who has made the matter & study, must be
ctruek with the fact of the great paucity of suitable men offering to preach the
Gospel. There is a great want in the churches of fpithful men to declare
God's truth, T do nob mean that the men who do preach are not faithful,
but we want more and very many more of them., There is no prospect in
connection with ‘ministerial life of princely ipcomes, and magnificent man-
sions.  You find very little diffioulty in getting young men to study the
various professions, which bring with them & congiderable amount of gain.
1 could tell you one Way in which we could increase the number of candi-
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SUNDAY SCHOOL REFORM.

Rev. J. VINCENT, of New York, was introduced by the President.  He
spoke a8 follows :—Christian friends, I greet you as brethren, although not
all of you, perhaps not one of you belong to my church  Although I
have great respect for my own church, yet T generally prefer to mect people
who do not belong toit. I cnjoy these fraternal meetings when people of all
denominations gather together from time to time, rather than a mecting
made up entirely of ministers and members of one denomination.  The
subject which 1 have chosen to-night is an uncomfortable one, because it
implies that the speaker must find fanlt with something or somebody.
(Hear.) 1 have a sort of satisfaction in finding fault, (Laughter.) Yet,
while 1 point out defects here and there, of course, T do not mean that they
all apply to Canada ; though, if they happen to fit you, of course, I have no
objection to you profiting by my words. It is because T want to sce Sunday
School work clevated to @ higher standard, that I attempt to point out some
defects in the work, The Sunday School is always useful if it does no more
than sing the beautiful songs of Zion. 1 do not believe that the songs of our
Sabbath Schools are Christ-less,and yet there are & great many of them could
e improved by having & little more of the gospel put into them, (Hear,
hear,) But the songs we ging oftentimes bring many children to Christ.
The occasional talks we have between superintendents, vigitors and pastors,
o good ser ice, but when 1 sec what we might do in this respect, T fee like
condemning those who are responsible for the present condition of things in
our Sunday School work, When I lookover our broad prairies gometimes,
and sco them blossom with living flowers, 1 think what they might be, if
they ¥ all cultivated. Neglected as it fas been, if it has done so much
work, what may it not do under the right kind of culture. Let us seck for
this. Now, 1 say we have not done enough, and 1 will give four evidences
of this, In the first place, the lack of reverence that prevails among our
young people, espec fally in religious servi . 1 do not find this featurc in
Scotland and England, T do not know how it 18 here, but really, in some
parts of the States, the reverence that is due to God’s housc, not only in the
Sabbath School, but in the public congregations, i almost swept away and
forgotten, 1 have seen men putting on their over-coats, picking up their hats
and putting on their gloves, whilst the minister was pronouncing the benedic-
tion. This is wrong (hear, hear, hear) ; and our children are brought up in
this way, and gradually grow into o spirit of irreverence, instead of being
improssed with the sacredness of God's house, and with the conviction, that
certain frames of mind, and certain postures of the body are proper in God’s
house. 1 used to stand with delight in some of the old churches, both in
Scotland and England, and watch the people as they stood breathless for
almost a minute after the ¢ Amen” of the benediction had been pronounced.
Hear, hear.) The way 1 manage my congregation is to suspend the “Amen )
for about half & minute. Sl;m\glm-r.) Another evidence that the Sunday
School i not doing the work it should, is this: The prevalence of ignorance
concerning the Word. Why,it is alarming how little our young people know
of the facts of Bible history, Bible geography, and some of the fundamental
doctrines of the Bible. If the Sabbath School had been doing its work for
the last twenty years, W¢ should have plcniy of intelligent Bible scholars in
all our congregations. If the Sabbath §chool is not for promoting biblical
knowledge, I do not know what it is good for. Again, in the States, in most
of our schools, the majority of the children are not converted ; young people
who have been in our Sabbath Schools from three to ten years, have never,
Dbeen brought to Christ. Then again, our Sabbath Schools do not promote
religious growth, and ensure stability to Christian character, 88 they should.
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ing unto the heavens, 1 would do it. Butgold and silver I have none, but
guch as 1 have I give her. A holy faithful Christian mother, an carnest
(hristian home, where the great object is totrain for immortality the children
entrusted to them ; this is the form of the church we need, (Hear, hear.)
1 go through the country, and find that in very many of our congregations
there are no children. T have often «Where are the children ' And
have been answered, “They go to Sun School.”  What if they do? THas
God given them the privilege of neglecting the preaching of his word?  No.
God has conmanded us to preach the gospel to all, old and young ; and I do
not believe the Churd b School ought to be a substitute for the pulpit.  You
say the pulpit is above children,  Let the ministers adapt their sermons to
children, and then the old people will understand them. (Cheers. Then,
again, the Church School is not a substitute for pastoral care. There are
some pastors, in our part of the country, who neve visit the homes of the
children, as they used to do.  Why 7 Because they, (the children) go to the
sabhath School, and the Sabbath School is made to do the pastor's work,
Against this view of the Sunday School T protest It is not a substitute for
the pastorate. Again, the Churd h Sunday School is nol « children's institution
Cxetmsively. 1 am not ashamed of the Sabbath School work, beeause it lays
hold of ¢ hildhood, for T Tove childhood. 1 admire that beautiful apostrophe
of Alexander Smith ona little child,

« Oh thou bright thing,

Fresh from the hand of God!

The motions of thy dancing limbs

Arc swayed by the uncensing music of thy being,
an to God while gazing upon thee.

ince He made His youngest star ;

His hands were on thee, 88 it were but yesterday,

Thou later revelation !

Breaking with Ilaughter from the late Divine,

Whence all things flow.

Oh! bright and shining babe,

What wilt thou be hereafter ?”

Thank God the church asks the question, and thank God the church is
able to answer it. ¢ What wilt thou be hereafter 7 No system of philo-
sophy, no 8y stem of religion can give an answer to it, as Christianity can.
That answer is ¢ Suffer little children and forbid them not to come unto me,
for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” I love the Sabbath School, because
it does lay hold of the children. But it is not exclusively a children's institution.
Itis just as much for parents as for children. T do not believe that the
pulpit is for parents exclusively, nor for children exclusively. Soin prepar-
ing my Sunday School Banners, 1 do not take the words « Feed my lambs,”
but the word ¢ Feed,” in great bold letters, and cmbrace both sheep and
Jambs. That is what the school is—it is the feeding place of the church.
Again, T remark that the Sabbath School is pre-eminently & Bible school
—the Bible studying department of the church, We have lost & great deal,
because we have undervalued God's word, I remember that benediction of
the apostle when he says, ¢ N brethren, 1 commend you to God.” There
is wiere we stop in our henedictions; that i8 enough for the church now-g-
days. Why, I know preachers that very seldom quote a passage of scripture during
the course of a whole sermon, except the text. They find, a8 & good brother
said, « something better.” I know preachets, who, when they do quote scrip-
ture, fearfully misquote it; and I know a congregation where they have no
Bibles in their pews to consult while the preacher preaches. Now, brethren,
I commend you to God, and to the word of His grace, which is able to build
you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them that are sanctified.””
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appointing the trainers for the following meeting, closes the session. In
this way three teachers or students may every night have practice, and the
wholo number gone over in the space of two months, in addition to the valu-
able hints obtained every night by the -xample of others.

There are 80me teachers, I know, for a time might not have the courage
to give such a lesson before their fellow-workers,—at all events they think
0. And, supposing they made the attempt, and were successful beyond their
expectations, they imagine they could not well bear criticism, especially if it
suggested possible improvements. These objections are more apparent than
real, Al that is required is Chr jan forbearance on the part of all the
teachers, to ensure perfect good feeling and rapid progress. Of all men
Sabbath School teachers should be of that humble and tractable disposition
that is ever ready to rec cive hints and take advice. T know of no Detter
friend than the man who points out my defects, whether in conduct or in
public plnfl'smunul life.

These remarks are bhased upon actual experiment. T am recommending
not what 1 hayve read about, but what 1 have seen and taken part in. As a
member of one of these Normal classes for years, and regularly called to
give lessons, and latterly as presiding over such a class, Tean bear testimony
to the profit and pleasure that invariably attends them. 1 know of no better
service that can be rendered the church at large, than the establishment of
such Normal classes in every congregation throughout the Jand, could the
proper person be found to carry out the project.

As Lo the method of preparing Lessons, & topic also assigned me, 1 add but
The Normal class, conducted as we have des ribed, com-
wration of the lessons for the coming

a remark or two.
bines the training of teac hers,with the preps
Sabbath, and that in the most effective manner Any teacher who adds pri-
Tate study to the exereises of e Normal class, must be fully equipped for
next Sabbath's labours. "Phis method 1 consider incomparably the best, as
aiding the teache in his desire to master his lessons. The other plans

adopted arc more ot less worthy of commendation. ometimes the teachers
form themselves into cla

ses, and taking up verse by verse, give their indi-
vidual opinions regarding it. Thus, |mliuull_v going over the whole lesson
they acquire & large amount of valuable knowledge,  The ignorance of the
one, is supplemented by the knowledge of the other—uew views of divine
truth are thus licited, and much profitable intercourse enjoyed by the sym-
pathy, and contact of mind with mind. In some congregations the minister
Jectures upon the lesson of the Sabbath School, cither on the week evening,
or on the Sabbath morning, pointing out the prominent topics that may ap-
pmpril\tuly be brought before the scholars, and thus direeting the attention
of the teachers, to what is most valuable and important in the lesson. Others
again have no bther aid but that of notes and Commentarics, which are cer-
tainly not Iacking in the days of Sabbath School literature.

Let me add, in passing, that in many cases the notes 50 much used at
the present day, rather hinder than develop individuality and independence
of mind, No man will use crutches for any length of time in preference to
his natural imbs, unless he is hopelessly impaired in these modes of locomo-
tion. And, while it is lawful for teachers to study notes and gather ideas
from every source, it ig entirely wrong to take them to the class on the Sabbath
day, or commit the questions to memory, parrot-like, without scvere study
and personal labour So long, indeed, as our churches do not provide a gen-
erous supply of Bible dictionaries and Sabbath School apparatus, and so long
as Normal classes are neglected, we may expeet, in many cases, hastily pre-
pared Jessons,—indifferent tenching—listless and unintercsted scholars, and
comparatively little results in our great Sabbath School enterprise.

To teachers and all interested in Sabbath School work T would gpecially
commend Mr Pardec's recently published Sabbath School Manual—¢ Memoirs
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of David stow,” author of the training system, written by the Rev. Wm.
Fraser, and published by Nisbet of London, and the ¢ Teacher’s Text Book,”
by the Rev. Dr. Forrester of Nova Scotia.

Finally—When such high attainments, Dboth as to scholarship and train-
emanded in our common schools, we must not lag behind a8
church dare not remain stationary in these
matters, when all other agencies are in motion. Tt is true, that in communi-
cating religious knowledge, another important ¢lement must be depended
upon in addition to mere human effort—the Spirit of God. But the prmnisc
of great and glorious results through the Spirit's quickening influences, should
rather stimulate us to ek after the highest gifts within our reach, than to
rest satisfied with present attainments.  And when we bear in mind, how
1y insignificant 1§ the place 4 ssigned to the w

ing power, is d
sabbath gchool Teachers. The

ord of God in the

comparative
all theamore in carnest, to make its

national system of education, we shall be
truths impressive and effective in the Sabbath School.

Mr. Cochranc closed by exhorting Sabbath School teachers to greater
enthusiasm in their work, in view of the cternal recompense heyond, quoting

the ve

« Your nights shall bo filled with music,
And the cares that infest the day,
Shall fold their tents, like the Arabs,
And as silently stenl away.”  (Cheers.)
r, and the Conven-

A hymn was then sung; Rev. Jas. Cooper led in pray
tion adjourned at 10 o'clock.

THIRD DAY—MoRNING SESSI0N.

After devotional exercises, which were conducted by the Rev. John

Potts, of Hamilton, the Convention proceeded to the
RATION OIY THE REPORT OF THE GENERAL SECRETARY.

adoption of the report. He remarked that
idered exception would be taken

CONSIDE
My, J. G. HopGiNs moved the
the only point in the report to which he cons
was that relating to the «~mp\nyun-nl of a missionary for the establishment of
Sabbath Schools. For his part he was entirely in favor of such a step. The
very fact that they had eight hundred congregations without a single Sabbath
School connected with them, should lead them to seck the uppniutment of a
missionary whoso duty it would be to establish schools where there were
none before, 1t was & serious matter to find so many congregations without
Sabbath Schools, and those who opposed the appointment of o missionary
must bear the responsibility. A paralicl case existed in the Department of
bublic Schools, in which he had the honor to be cngaged. The question
came up, whether they were prepared, a8 & Department, to meet the wants 0
the new settlers in the back townships—whether they should extend to them
the advantages which were enjoyed 80 largely by the older schools. After due
consideration, they had the satisfaction of assuring the representatives of
those remote districts, Algoma, Muskoka, &c., that wherever two or three
familios were Jnim-«l together to establish schools amongst them, they, as &
department, would streteh forth & hand to help them. Although these dis-
tant parts of the country were without municipal organization, and it might
fairly be considered—if they were disposed to gtand upon tcvhnius\litieﬁ——nnt
to come within the scope of the school statute; nevertheless they felt the
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responsibility of providing instruction to those hardy settlers to be 8o great,
that they were bound to second all their efforts in the establishment of public
schools amongst them. He thought that & Christian body like this, ought not
to be behind the State Department. The same obligations which rested upon
the Common School Department, to assist new settlers in the establishment
of common schools, regted upen them to assist in the establishment of Sab-
bath Schools. He would present another parallel case. He had had the honor
to be Secretary to the Upper (anada Bible Socicty for many years. That was
a society which was in many respects analogous to this. Every Christian
denomination in the Province was represented at its Boatd. What has been
the policy of that Bible Society in regard to those new and somewhat dis-
tant settlers? 1t has been this. We have in this Province four colporteurs.
Pheir labours were much needed in older parts of the Province, but it was
felt that the same destitution in regard to the cirenlation of God's holy word,
existed in these newer settlements, a8 existed in regard to the common gchools
of the country, and we felt bound, as an Upper (anada Bible Society, to aid
those persons in the 1\\'0&'urrmvm of the Holy Scriptures The whole of the
four colporteurs were therefore taken from ihe older scttlements, and their
field of lubour as: ened in those new and distant parts of the country, where
no branch rocieties had been established. We felt that the responsibility was
too ¢ sat—although there was no urguuimlirm connected with the Bible
Socicty, no hranch society established—to allow us to neglect them, and we
sent the colporteurs to all those outlying districts, to bear to them the word
of cternal life. He thought that those two cd he had cited would show
that they, as Gabhath School Association, were bound to send some agent to
establish Sunday Schools, though they could not be able to establish them
all in connection with any church.

asked, if in the cvent of the nppnintlm\nt of such a
he would establish stand related to.

Rev. Joux CARROLL
missionary, what bhody would the schools

Mr. D. McLeay, of Toronto, seconded the adoption of the Report. He
thought the time had come when they ghould be prepar ed to make every sacri-
fice to bring the children to Jesus. If they were going to allow any thing of a
sectarian character to crecp into their dcliberations, the result would be most
disastrous, With the cry ringing in their cars from §0 many districts— send
us a missionary,"—what were they going to do? Stand helplessly by ? They
were an organized body, with & specified purpose, that purpose Was not merely
to take council together, but to take steps to assist destitute districts in the
way of establishing Sunday Schools. (Hear, hear.) If such steps were taken,
they might exp 4 the most glorious results. e counselled fhe Convention
to rise above sectionalism in this matter, and to work for Jesus, believing
confidently that ¢ work done for God can never die.”
ested that the report be read and adopted para-

Rev. A, SUTHERLARD sugeg
graph by ]nmlgmph, which was agreed to.

Rev. A. SUTHERLAND moved that one hour be allowed for the discussion
of this r(‘por(.—t'nrriwl.

Rev. Mr. MARLING suggested that & special committee be appointed to
whom the objectionable part of the report should be referred.

Rev. W. H. Poore said the report involved a questi Ju which had already
Dbeen negatived twice by the Association, and e hoped that the Convention
would unanimously endorse their previous decision.
ad the report paragraph by para-

The (:ENERAL SECRETARY pr(wou(led to rea
graphs were then read and adopted.  On the para-

bodied quotations from the report of the ¢ Canada

graph. The firgt two para
graph being read which em
Sunday School Union,”

Rev. A
had been d
Rev.

Rev. I
ing quotat
Rev. |
was insert
Asmuiutio
Rev.
other Sun
Let this
the part ¢
Rev.
doings of
wag the
from sON
this Ass
ferred to
other ¢0
work, 1
(Mr. Mi
report, |
1o negle
}m]vlipl\-
and it ¥

wag not
he thot

with ¢
cally ¢

M
sensit
Sunda
ventic
Assoc
anoth
what
extre
we b
favor
upon
peac
worl

men
relig
of ¢
ope!
bee
tior
ghu
not
tiet



great,
public
ht not
1 upon
hment
f Sab-
» honor
hat was
iristian
as been
at di
orteurs.,
t it was
y word,
‘schools
v, to aid
¢ of the
nd their
where
ility was
he Bible
), and we
the word
uld show
e agent to
lish them

of such a
related to.

port. He
very 8acri-
thing of a
1d be most
ts—* send
by ? They
not merely
icts in the
were taken,
Convention
5, believing

lopted para-
o discussion
wppointed to

| had already
¢ Convention

raph by para-
On the para-
the ¢ Canada

69

Rev. A. SUTHERLAND said it was not & part of our business to report what
had been done by another society.

Rev. J. CARROLL Wa8 of the same opinion.

Rev. H. CHRISTOPHERSON moved that all that portion of the report contain-
ing quotations from the Canada Sunday Behool Union, be struck out.

Tev. Mr. McKiLuican—The paragraph to which objection Lias been taken
was inserted as & piece of general information, bearing upon the work of our
Asmuiutiun.

Rev. W. H: PooLe thought we might just a8 well include the doings of

School Associations. We have nothing to do with any of them.

other Sunday
and let us attend to

Let this (Convention go on the broad catholic principle,
the part gpecially assigned to us.

Rev. Mr. MitLarp—In reference to the inscrtion in the report of the
doings of the Canada Sunday School Union, said he would explain that it
was the result of the remarks which had, at the lnst Convention, fallen
from some_of the officers of that Union, some of whom also were officers of
ation, 1t was remarked by them, that whilst the last yeport re-
ferred to what was going on in the United States, m Ingland, Germany and
other countrics, with respect to the succes and extension of Sabbath School
work, nothing fiad been said about the « Canada Sunday sehool Union.”  He

Mr. Millard) felt the remark to be very just, and hence the reference in this
t, to the Sunday School Union. Tn fact he wis 50 anxious not to appeat

this Associ

repor

1o neglect their brethren in Lower Canada, that he had applicd for the last
pn\vliphul report of their doings, from which he had extracted very briefly,
acts objection was taken.

and it was to these ¢
Rev. W RowE, of Toronto, said that as the Canada Sunday School Union
wagnot dvlmlnim\timml, butincluded various hranches of the ( 'lninti:m('lmruh,
he thought it a matter of courtesy that notice should be taken of their doings.

Rev. J. CARROLL agreed that the Sunday School Union ghould be tres
with courtesy, but by embodying their doings in our report we were practi-
cally endorsing that Union.

Mr. D. McLeax said he should feel deeply pained if, through an extreme
sensitiveness, they ghould fail to pay the common courtesy to the (anada
Sunday School Union, of rec ognizing their work, e could assure the Con-
vention that the adoption of the report, a8 it then stood, did not pledge the

jation to any particular course. The secrctary had only quoted what
another Association had done, not what this Assoc iation intended to do, nor
what it was suggested for this Association to do. Ifour sensitiveness wis 80
extreme, that we dare not quote what another Association was doing for Jesus,
we had come to o pretty pass. (Cheers.) Though he was de idedly in
favor of employing a mis i ry, he would not dream of forcing such & step
upon the Convention, or of attempting to do anything that would destroy its
peace and harmony. If they were not yeb educated high enough for this
work, then shey should go on and ducate themselves up to it.

Rev, Dr. Evans said that the question before them was not the employ-
ment of a missionary, but whether this Convention, in placing before the
religious world its doings during the year, ghould be obliged either as an act
of courtery or anything else, to incorporate the doings of other hodies. If you
open the way to that, you will commit yourselves to a principle that may
become very ombarassing. T hoped there would be many gimilar organiza-
{ions in thisand other countric and it would be much better at the outset to
ghut out from their report everything but their own proceedings. They did
not stand in relation to the Lower Canada Union, as the branch Bible Socie-
ties stood to the Parent Society in Great Britain. The Upper Canada Bible

Associa
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Society very properly reported an abstract of the doings of the parent body,
because it was affiliated to it, but this Association had mno such connection
with the Lower Canada Union. Therefore they were under no obligation to
report their doings, and if it was distasteful to some that it ghould be done,
he thought that it ‘should not be dong, as no good would result from it, and
it would only cause trouble.

them had no relation to

Rev. Dr. Cooker 6aid, that the question befo
their common Chr tianity or denominationalism. It was simply a plain
common sense matter of business, and a8 such he could not sec¢ what neces-
sity there was for introducing into our report the doings of other Yodies. The
moment they did that, they complicated their business. Let the report be
simply what it purports to be, o report of the procecdings of the Sabbath
School Association of Canada.

Mr. NeLsox, of Montreal, id, the A ssociation had received reports from
the Sunday Schools in connection with the churches in the Provinee. Now,
there was o certain number of schools under the carce and management of the
Canada Sunday School Union, and there was no way of getting the report of
these schools except through the Union. The Association rec eived the re-
port of the Union Schools through the Union, just as they had received
reports from the several churches throughout the Provinces. They had
received a delegate from the Union, and why not receive its report ? You
have solicited it You have solicited the appointment of a delegate to repre-
gent them, and now you refuse to quote the statistics of their report. (No, no)

Rev. Dr. Cocxen said they were not opposed to inc Jude in the report the
statistics of any Sabbath School, that was not the question before them.

Rev. Dr. RiciarbsoN moved that the information contained in the clause
referred to, be removed from the hody of the report, and added as an appen-
dix as a matter of information

Rev. W. . Poork lad not the slightest objection to that motion, hecause
it did not commit the Association to any course of action.

Rev. H. CHRISTOPHERSON withdrew his motion in favor of Dr. Richard-
son’s motion, which was then put and carricd unanimously.
Jort, referring to the lahors of the Rev. J. Me-

The next clause of the o]
Sabbath School Association of Canada),

Killican (under the auspices of the
was then read

Rev. H. CHRISTOPHERSON moved that that part of the report be struck out
Tle made his motion on the same ground on which he objected to the inser-
tion of the previous paragraph.

The PRESIDENT remarked that the paragraph merely referred to what had
peen done by Mr. McKillican, while he was in the employ of the Association.

Rev. W. Minuarn, General Secretary, said that at the last meeting of the
Convention, Mr. McK lican's time had not yet expired, and in making up
this report, he had simply geparated the work of My, McKillican when he
was cmployed by this Association, from when he was employed by the Sun-
day School Union, and reported it

Rev. 1. CHRISTOPHERSON said that, to an ordinary reader, the report
would not distinguish suffici ntly between Mr. McKillican's work as an
agent of this Association, and as an agent of the Sunday School Union,

Rev. W, H. Poore seconded the motion of Mr. Christopherson. He said
the understanding at the last Convention was, that Mr. McKillican's time
would expire in one month, He was perfectly satistied to allow Mr. Mc-
Killican to go on with his work until the expiration of that time. Mr. Mc-
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Killican was not paid out of the funds of the Association. The Association
did not gsend him to his field of labor, nor sanction his going, nor remuner-
ate him for his services.

Hon. JonN McMuRRICH nxplniuvd the arrangement with Mr. McKillican.
There had been no missionary cmployed since the last Convention met. In
{he previous year a missionary had been employed, but at the meeting of the
last Convention one month of his time was unexpired, and he was continued
up to the end of his engagement The money by which he was paid was
furnished by the children of our Sabbath School and kept completely apart
from the funds belonging {o the Association. With reference to the subject
before the (onvention, he would gay that if they had done right in expung-
ing from the hody of the report the p! svious clause, the clause now under
u,n\ulvr:\linn ghould be dealt with in @ gimilar manner But in whatever
way it was alter 1, it should in some way bring in the report of the procee d-
ings of the missionary, becanse he was cntitled to that, as it was under the
s of the Association that he was employed.

auspie

Rev. W. I, Poore said he was willing to allow the report to pass a8 it
<tood, provided they allowed a resolution expressing their objection to mis-
sionarics in the future.  1e wanted to shut the door cfectually, so that no
committee of this Association could commit it to the cmployment of a mis-
sjonary. 1twas to the principle of sending out agents through the country, to
doa work which was not within their provinee, that he objected.

tev. Mr. Maruine cid that the guggestion in regard to the resolution
would come in more properly at subsequent pe riod of the report.
Rev. W. H. PooLe wished something definite now to be done on that

point.
hought the gubstance of the pt\l‘i\;.(rl\]vh under con-
Lideration ought to be continued in the report, because Mr, MeKillican was
employed by the Association. At the (onvention in Toronto, the opinion of
a large majority was against continuing a m jonary, but while he did labor
he labored under the auspices and by the dire ction of the Agsociation, and as
guch he had @ perfect right to have his labors, during that period, referred to
in the report.

The motion to strike out the clause was then put and lost, and the para-
wraph was adopted with the understanding that the Secretary should modify
the closing sentences, 8¢ as to make it only refer to the labors of Mr. McKil-
lican while he was employed by the Association.

On motion, the whole report, a8 amended, was adopted

v, A, SUTHERLAND t!

17.84, was then

The Treasurer's report, showing a balance in hand o
adopted.
Mr. J

. J. WOODHOUSE said he thought an apology was due from those
gentlemen who opposed the missionary scheme, for having taken up the
time of the Convention with the late discus jon ; seeing that no ree ommen-
dation on the gubject was mentioned in the Secretary’s rvpurv—mul that they
should also state their reasons for having opposed the progress of the mission
work. (Hear, hear.)

Hon. Mr, McMuamictt wished the matter to be dropped.

Rev. W, H. Poote asked whether the resolutions of last year, disapprov:
ing of & missionary gpirit, was still in force.

The PRESIDENT said no resolution was passed.

The subject was referred to
t committee reported recom-

o committee, of which he was & member, and tha
gsionary work be taken from the Convention, and handed

mending that the mi
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over to a body of men who will associate themselves together to prosecute
the missionary work, An objection was raised to that report, and instead of
its being adopted, it was merely laid on the table.  When it was brought up
again, the report was again laid on the table, and there is where it lies.

Rev. Mr. DEWART explained his rensons for raising objections to the ap-
poiuhuunt of & missionary. He was under the impression that the whole
tone.of the report Was in’ favor of such a step. He was not unfavorable to
the employment of missionarics, but he did not approve of that work being
done Dy this Convention. (Hear, hear.) Let all who wish to unite in such
a purpose do 80, but as o large portion of those who are willing to unite in
this Convention, would not be willing to unite in missionary work, he
thought it should not be crowded upon the Convention.

MODEL BIBLE CLASS.
ov. Dr. Drnyea then conducted o model Bible class, illustrating ina
very interesting and intelligent manner his method of teaching, after which,

by request, he sang the beputiful hymn, Give me Jesus.”

NEXT PLACE OF MEETING.
After a brief discussion, it was decided that the next Convention be held
in the month of October, 1869
Belleville, on behalf of the citizens of that town, invited

Dr. Houpex, of
The invitation was

the Association to hold its next annual mecting there.
unanimously accepted.
The Convention then adjourned at 12 o'clock.

STON—Tump DAY,

AFTERNOON SEi

2 o'clock, After devotional eXercises,

The Convention re-agsembled at
Mr. Vincent to conduct the

and while waiting for the arrival of the Rev.
infant class,

Rev. Dr. ORMIBTON addressed o few words to Sabbath School teachers, a8
follows :—There is 00 work in which our natural affections and our spiritual
emotions mingle §0 delightfully, a8 in the work of Sabbath School instruc-
tion. All service for Christ ought to be a work of delight, but if we are to
choose at all, to almost every natural human heart the sphere of the Sabbath
Sehool is peculiarly attractive. For instance, take the child itself. Whata
little bundle of glorious possibil egl ready with its loving heart to receive
every influence which we may bring to bear upon it. Look at the affection-
ate warmth with which it expands its little heart. Who that engages in the
work of training the little ones, does not feel that the work is peculiarly
attractive?  Another thought—the grandeur of its results. They that are
wise, to win souls, shall ghine as the stars, for ever and ever. Tt does not
say what age. Far be it from me to discourage any attempt to convert har-
doned sinners. T admire the spirit of courage and daring that leads & man
into the sinks of iniquity, our prisons, jails and peniten-
the outcasts of society, with the Word of Life. They may
draw up from the depths some precious pearls, that shall shine in their own
crown. But while they engage in that work, it is not 80 hopeful as to go
into these fresh, beauteous, attractive, fower-besprinkled fields of youth, and
work for those whose faith in the ‘nvisible and divine is 80 implicit and
30 comprehensive. Above all things, what is required for our churches i8

simply men and women full of love to Christ.
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cal method of teaching. (Mr. Vincent here proccvded to
thod By teaching the class of little children that he had
collected on the platform, and then continued.) 9. 1t is a good plan to have
a little picture lesson for every scholar to take home with him, and study
during the week. Little children like to have @ lesson to prepare just as
much as the older children. 1t is & good plan to have onc lesson for the
whole school, and put it into the shape of a picture for the infant class—one
gide the card being the picture, and the other containing bold letters. The
prcpm-ntinn of the lesson i8 the study of the picture. When they come to
school hide the picture, and as

k them what they saw on it. 10. We must
have abundance of illustrations in the infant class. You mus

t appeal to the
imagination of the children if you woild arrest their attention.  Christ spoke
in parables. 1 have

lieve in the elipti
illustrate this me

found from my own crience that T have learned a
vom any teacher I ever had. One

good deal more from MYy little Loy than
of the best Sunday School trainers is tho little baby at home, and you will

allow me to relate an incident of my own experience to illustrate this. My
little Loy was ex¢ yely fond of cakes and pies and all kinds of pastry, but
cx]»r(*sm-d a decided repugnance to bread and butter Now the question in
my mind Was, how to induce the child not only to eat the bread and butter,
but to prefer it and like it; and T thought if 1 could solve this question, 1
could solve many others connected with Sabhath School work, At lasta
happy idee struck me. T took the bread and butter and cut it up in little
strips and built a log house with it on the b plate.  Down went the
house (lm\uh\vr), and then says he, © Papa, please make me another house.”
That little boy eat & whole village at onc meal, including & gtation-house,
telegraph office and all,  (Loud laughter) 1 appenled to his imagination,
and you must apply the fruth in the same way when you want to make the
children love it 11 You must be a comforter to the children.  Little ones
have hard times just a8 much as we have. We talk poctically about the joys
of childhood. The great steamers laugh at the little waves in the harbor,
but when they get out on the broad occan and meet with the mountainous
pillows, they begin to experienoe trouble. But the little waves in the har-
Yor arc just as hard on th mall boats, us the great waves of the ocean arce
on the large steamers. §o it is with the troubles of life. The teacher that
can be a spot of sunshine to the children is a blessing to them, There goes
a little fellow to school, Hle is not comfortable ; his father has been cross to
him, and his mother has been annoycd and has spoken sharp words to him,
and nothing seems right.  His nother hasn't put cnough lasses on his bread

laughter), and he is afraid a big Doy 18 going ick him on the road, and
the little fellow is in real trouble. .acher speaks kind words
to him, and talks encouragingly to him about his lessons, the little fellow
looks up pleased, and there is & load off his heart, and as he goes home he
says to himself, ¢ 1T have got the best teacher in the world”  (Cheers.) Bea
a comfort to your scholars, and Christ will bea comfort to you. (Loud cheers)

MASS-MEE’I‘]NG OF THE CHILDREN.

A mass-meeting of the children was held at 3 o'clock in the afternoon,
in the drill-shed, where about 2,000, including children and adults, were
assembled. After singing, Around the throne of God in Heaven,” the Rev.
Mr. Bell offered up prayer. The children then sung, ¢ Come to Jesus,” after
which, the Chairman, Mr. Beadle, called on Rev. Dr. Ormiston to address the
children, After & few in
1 want to say to you children, is this:
Father in Heaven loves little children;;

troductory remarks, he said .—The very first thing
«Jesus loves little children.” Our
the aged love little children; and
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he, “ you don't know what the army is, or you would not ask me to do that.”
Said “she, It is because 1 do know what it is, that I ask you to pray, and
read the Bible every day.” Mother,” said the hoy, “If I made that promise
[ would keep it «Yes, my so0, 1 know you would keep your promise.”
o 1 like that, 1 would rather bave & boy true, than leave him great wealth,
At last his mother consented, and he took the Bible. The very first night
ho was with the boys of his company, he found himself in dismal quarters,
with a candle burning on the table, and o lot of boys playing cards ; it was
9 ten o'clock, and he had not read his Bible. Now came the struggle. Some
boys would have said, ¢ Let it 8o, T will read two chapters to-morrow.” Some
other boys would have said, ¢ 1 must read to-night,’ and would have filled
their pocket with matches, and would have gone out behind some tree, and
read the chapter there, and said the prayer after they had gone to bed. But
this boy was determined to do his duty, and thought he might a8 well com-
mence at once. So he quietly took ont his Bible, and read a chapter, and
then knelt down to pray ; and while he was praying, one of the boys hap-
pened to see him. Oh, if you bad heard that laugh ; they laughed at the
iden of having & praying boy in their company. But before Le rose from his
knees, they were all silent. Whena boy dovs & real heroic thing, he is not
laughed at long Next day the boy was walklng on the parade ground, when
an old soldier came up, and said to him ¢ T am an old soldier of the regular
army ; 1 am & hard man ; there is hardly any crim¢ 1 am not acquainted with;
but when 1 saw you go 01 your knees lagt night 1 felt condemned. 1 have
come to see you, and ask you to help me to be rood.”  The boy said, «Why,
[ am not good myself, but if you will help me, 1 will help you." The two
clasped hands, and pledged themselves to help one another to serve Christ.
Very soon that boy was known all over his company a8 the boy who would
atand up for the right ; the hoys didnt swear before him ; nor téll filthy
storics in his presence; but always treated him with respect, and never asked
him to drink anything; and bhefore long he gathered about him a crowd of
young men that served Christ. The lesson w¢ may learn from this, is that
YA ittle child may stand up Jor Jesunn And mow, ehildren, these wre ‘the five
sentences 1 prmnim-d totell you; try and remember them Tmagine to your-
celves a pillar standing at this side, with a sceroll on it, and the wonds, ¢ A4
ttle child may know Josus ;1 and on {hat side another pillar, with the words,
« A httle child may Love Jesus ;" and resting on these pillars s an arch ;—
on this side of it the words, © A Little ehald may w k for Jesus ;" and on that side
the words, ¢ 4 Ltitle ehadd may trust in Jesusy and as the keystone of all
these words, « A ftle child may Y amd up for dows? Tt you may all pass nnder
this arch of Christ, into the eternal city, is my carnest pray er, (Cheers.)
A hymn was then subi. The Rev. Mr. Manly engaged in prayer The
benediction was pronoune od, and the meeting came to a close

EVENING SESSTON=Twuw Day

There was o lurge At ndance of spec-

The Convention met at 7 o'clock.
woing literally pin ked,  After singing andd prayer

{ators, the church \

 n

«A PALESTINE CLASS

Rev. J. H. Viseest proceeded Lo expliin Lis method of teaching his
o Palestine cluss © ple said, the ignorance concerning the subject of sacred
seography inoour country is very mortifying,  Not i thougand miles from
it 1 found a whole conuregation of about 2000 that did not kpow the
Jogation of the Sea of Galiles el i st many parts of (e States some
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with their report that the land wos filled with giants, before whom they
were as grags-hoppers, they sod, ¢ we will not go up,” and set their faces
towards the Red Sen, Have you nmever been at Kadesh-Barnes, with the
bright land of Christian experience and life on the on¢ hand,and on the other
hand the wilderness that looks back to the land of bondage? And have you
not done just as the children of Israel did—gono back into the wilderness ?
God help us when we come to our Kadesh-Barreas always to g0 right up to
opes of the land of our God. (Cheers.) §o 1 claim that the
whole of the O1d Testament is prim-full of gpiritual truth, if we will but lay
hold of it, and fix ite facts on our minds. Another reason why we should
teach the subject of sacrod geography in our Sahbath §chools is, because of
the hold it gives us upon the attention of the children. We can hold their
attention and charm them with Bible facts, a8 illustrated by Bible geography,
and at the same time we are moulding their lives to a love of truth, and o
Jove of pure literature. How shall we do it? That is the question. Well,
if you are & lazy minister you will never do it (L:mghwr.) If you must
carry on Bome gecular business while you are & preacher, you will never do
it. Butif you are devoted to the work, and are imbucd with the right spirit
you will have all the time you want for this work. T ghould say, we cannot
Tonch sacred geography plways in O mneetion with the Sabbath Sehool Tesson.
1 would have just as little external references in the school a8 possible. The
school is the place for spiritual work, for impressing moral and gpiritual
truths on the children, for developing spiritual experience In fjust so faras
it is necessary o understand the geography of the lesson, should time he
spent at this work, but no morc. Nor would T have & special session on the
Sabbath for this work if 1 could avoid it, Pt would have it during the week.
1 speak on this subject from personal experience In 1855 1 organized @
class that met on every Waturday afternoon, and 1 invited all denominations
to attend, old and young. 1t was & cort of Tyvangelical Allinnec, and 1 could
not possibly have got any Methodism in it i Tl tried (Laughter.) This
ig a subject on which we can all meet without any Adiffienlty.  For want of t
Detter name we called it the © dalestine class” 16 1 wanted a large name 1
might have called it an AT haeological clagy,” but then I was afraid some
one would ask me what it meant (Laughter.) I had a brother come to my
Sanbnth School one day to make & Kb e e i this way s Dear
children, what is the ostensible object of Sablnth 8¢ hool instruction?”
(Luughter)  No answer. He repeated the question, © What is the ostensible
object of Sabbath School instruction 77 Still no answer 1 began to think
that when I went home T would look in the dictionary aned see what it meant
(lmu;:l\tl-r ) Again he rnpmm-:l the qut stion in the same langnage, when
little fellow down in the room piped out,  Yer, sit v (Lond langhter)
That wis good answer. So T ealled our« Ings simply o Palestine '
When 1 was in Jernsalem, in the Chu hof the Holy h‘u\mlrln» Can old
informed ns that Jerusalem was the contre of the world I heard him with
surprise, for 1 always thought Chicazo Wits. (Lauzhter.) But 1 found that
the old Monk was ahout right Have vou ever potived how near the land
centre of the elobe, Jerusalem ig? Sowe {houeht that Palestine being the
centre of the Bible region, W€ would give that nam¢ to the class,  Now, then
what did wedo? In the first place we took advantage of the power of * imnl-
tancous teaching, which always creates enthusinam. 1 got the children to
singing sacred geography 1 knew it was yndignitied, but we did not carce
for that so long as the exercise was nseful. 1 arranged the names of the
different Sevipture countries with a gort of casy metr and the children learnt
them, and used to ging them at home, and even rock the haby to slecp with
them. (Laughter.) 1 don’t know that there was much centiment in the verses,
Lt just as much as thereris in some of the tunes sume hy paid choirs (Hear,
hear,) Butl found in this rystem of gimultancons anewering, while it inter-
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RESOLUTIONS

Rev. Jouy PorTs, of Hamilton, then offered the following, which were
adopted 1nanimously.—
I ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE SABBATH BCHOOL
ASSOCIATION OF CANADA
o unite in the expression of fervent
o God for the auspicious circumstances under which we have been
|n'rmim~(l to meet, and that, n«:(\\‘ilh»h\m\ilu the diverse sentiments held,
and frecly expresed on {he various topics Lrought np for discussion, the
proceedings ofour mectings have been prought to & peaceful and harmonious
termination.

2. That, without s;w(‘i!\'inu the exact relation which this Convention
that the Church holds to the Sabbath school, the
Sabhath S hools which exist in connection with (hurches, should be under
the S\I‘\('l‘vi}iil!ll and control of gueh (hurches, whose duty it ix to faithfully
Jabour and pray for the conversion and Christian training of the children

4. That the practice of providing annual, or oecaxionfd entertainments
for Sabhath 8¢ hoolg, in the form of festivals, pic -nic senrsions, & while
often useful as @ means of attracting the aill outlying juvenile population,
anid of establishing that cordial sympathy and affection between tenchers
and scholars which is s0 desivablo—is at the game time very liable to abuse
and perversion, and therefor Whix Convention carnestly Jopes that proper
care will always b exert ised, to have them 5o conducted, as to make them
subgervient to the gt at ends of Sabbath Qehool instruction, and to guard
them against cverything that might b prejudicial 1 the morals, and the
health of the scholars

4. Thatin order to devy
it i desirable that pastors a
tention to the value of thix important (nstitution 3 Ut quarter
meetings of parents and children should he Leld, and suitable addresses
delivercd ; and that, abave all, teachers should ab faras prac ticable systemati-
cally visit both purents and scholars

5. That in order to promote i deeper religions forling inoour 8¢ hools

it is of the greatest jmportance that the spiritual fmproven nt of the child
be kept promine ntly hefore the minds of the teachers @s their great work s
and that the Pastor or Sn\w\mh-lulvm call the teachers statedly, or ot Teast
Secasionally together, to press uhen Ueir attention the importance of lahour-
ing and praying Ahrully for this most & airable object.

¢, That, lamenting the extent to which the defieiency of properly

qualificd teachers had prevented the sueeess Lt our schools, we carnestly
recommend that by Peachers’ Bible Classes and - Institutes, or any other
guitable means, ih carnest practical effort be made to afford to the tea hers
better n\\|mrllmiti for mmlil'\'inp themselves for their great work.

o Phat, in view of the immeasurable cvils of intemperance in our land,
we re-pfirm our conviction, as expressed by rexolution in thelast (‘onvention,
of the importance of enconraging the formation of Bands of Hope, of of in-
culating upon the routh of our Subhath Schools and Bible Classes the princi-
ples of Total Abstinence from all intoxicating drinks, as the only absolute
Juman safegnard against this prevailing vic

8. That the thanks of this (lonvention are duey
to the following individuals and companics -—

(1.)To Rev. Dr Duryen and Rev. ) 1L Vineen
United States, who have contributed so mie h to the pleasure
this Convention.
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of St. Catharines, of various denominations,

2. To the Christian peoplt
ty shown to those who have been in at-

for the large and generous hospitali
tendance at this Convention.
3) To the Trustoes of the
use of their house of worship.
(4.) To the General Secretary and to the
services 10 the Convention.
(5.) To the Railway Companics which have fac ilitated the attendance

of Ministers and Delegates at this Convention, by reducing their fares

Wesleyan Methodist Chinreh in this place for

the
Preasurer for their valuable

poth agents and means for

o That, inasmuch as the futwre cpply of
on the

the prosceution of the ieionary enterprise, depe nds g0 largely
ultivation of the missionary gpirit in the youn we carnestly recomm nd
that the evangelization of the world be frequently brought before our Sabbath
gehools by means of addresses, and the ¢ ommunication of missionary intel-
that the seholars have continually ret before them the duty
Giod, and then, of persomat cfforts and

ligence, and
first, of individual conze ration to
self-denial on behalf of His cause.

10, Finally, the members of thix Convention would return to theit
respective ficlds of tabour, invigorated and freshed by their mutual
intercourse and prayer: jpressed more deeply than ever with a sense of the
moral dignity of the sabbath School enterprise | gtriving after & greater
measure of aptitide to teach g resolving that our hands and our hearts will
anew to the Dlessed work of multiplying the number and
inereasing the usciulness of these invaiuable institutions throughout ot
heloved Canada, and that our eves will he directe A to Him who Joves children
and youth. and that we will lahour and pray tot i them to Cinow Jesus,
Cho ¢ trust Jesus” o work for Jexns)” and 1o stand np for

he conseerate d

fo o love Jesus,
Jesus.”
THE QUESTION DRAWER.
Rev. Dr. ORMIETON Wils then called on to answer the (uestions which
B been handed in to him
1. What is the proper system for hearing
assigned to ¢ hildren? Should each pupil rec ite th
1 angwer—and of conrse these angwers W il he simply my own opinion—
decidedly not No teaching, se¢ ular or sacred, cean he conducted in that way
1f the Jesson conxist of Bymns and passages of S vipture that require to I
repeated. Lot the children repeat them i st cession, hut by all means manage
Jever to oceupy the attention of one child exclusively more (han o minute at

Jegsons which have heell
e whole lesson?

atime.

9 & 3 What is {he best method of teaching children that cannot yead ?
And what is the hest me thod of conduc ting an infant class”
been answered utready, it what 1 would say

These questions have
and then put {he class

would e, et o first-class tew her for the infant class
in the bekt room you have
o How are large scholars 10 be retained in the Sabbath sehool ?

A most interesting question. By providing for them teachers of an intel-

lectually and spiritually higher grade.
5. Should teachers of Union School
denominational schools, attend the regular teach
invited so to do 7
Most decidedly.
subjects them W double duty.

s, who are also teachers in theirown
Lers’ meetings when properly

The fact of their peing teachers in two schools only
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6. 1s it right to have teachers in the Sabbath School who are not con-
verted to Christ. .

This is & serious question. We have had from the brother who last
addressed us & statement that strikes me 8 astonishing, namely, that there
are four Sabbath $chools in Tllinois that have actually to employ & man to
pray. My own opinion i#, that notwithstanding these and similar facts, 1
know of no authority whatever for the church to employ 81y man or woman
who is not at least & member of a Christiait church. That implies my idea
that all Sabbath Sehools are church agencies, 1 therefore answer that question
that in my judgment it would be mecessary {hat the teachers should be pro-
fessors of faith in Jesus Christ

7. How can we get men of liberal education to take charge of our ad-
vanced classes?

By personally dealing with them. By saying to them, ¢ brother, I have

a message from the Lord to thee, come up to the help of the Lord ;" and if

he won't come, drag him. (Cheers)
8 & 9. In what manner should concerts for prayer in Babbath Sahools be
held, and how frrqucntly? And what is the hest method for teachers training
themsclves for the work ?
Meetings for prayer, 1 think, should be before the meeting of the School,
To the pecond quchﬂm\ I answer, it is by weekly meetings and concerts for
prayer and studying the lesson during the week

10. What will be the final result of Sabbath Seliool teaching ?

upon the human soul are eternal.  The glorious
Gospel to the aged or to the youns will be a savor of life unto life, or of death
unto death,  Allimpre ssions may he covered for the time and forgotten, but
they are never obliterated ;. on that day every one of them will be revealed.

11, ‘What sort of hooks should we have inow
and should they contain interesting v ligious stor

Phis is an important question The hooks should all be
in their character and influence.  Inmy judgment, fic titious writings, if they
fairly and honestly portray real and interesting facts, arc admissible, and
have often been profitable They address & faculty of the mind which is
lvm’uliurl_v powerful in children,  Such hooks may with grent discrimination
be admitted into the Jibrary.

12. s not the labour of the summer half lost by not keeping open the
School during the winter seagon 1

The Tongest vacation in o gablath School should he from the hour of
dismissal to the hour of upunim; on the next Subbath.

13, Should every Sablath School hold weekly prayer mectings for the
hould the chitdren ke partin them, and to what extent?
Wble to hold special prayer
forgotten in any prayer
Gabbath School prayer

All impressions made

Whbath school Tibravies,

9
K

jetly religious

children, and if 8o, 8

1 do not think it would he advisable or profit
meetings for the children They should never be
meeting, but 1 do not e gard itas desirable to have

meetings, regularly held by the congregation for them

14, Should the pastor of the church be superintendent of the Sabbath
School, when his services are required at fhe same time a8 teacher of a Bible
class? It is hetter that the superintendent have no special clags under his
care fo that he can give his entire attention to the gengral management of
the Sabbath Sc liool

15,16, 17. How much
play at Sablath School entertainments, and how

time may properly and judiciously be spent in
much in addresses?  Are
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modern entertainments evidences of advance O r{-trngrmaion? What of
Sabbath School exhibitions, ought they not to be in keeping with the work
done in the Sohool 7 What of stage curtaing, tableaux, &c?

1f the entertainment i given out of doors it ghould be exclusively given
o play and enjoyments, and there ghould be no addresses glven at all.
(Hear, Hear) 1f it i8 in the house, very brief addresses may possibly be
pmﬁm\ule. Everything Jike stage theatrical ropwﬂcnmtion ghould be
entirely avoided. (Hear, Hear.)

18. Tt Sabboth School concerts are held on week days,
music to be given, and if 8o, to W hat extent?

1 prefer that sacred music should be used, still « God save the Queen " 18
Lot altogether distasteful. (Cheers and Laughter.)

19, Isit desirable that the total abstinence pledge
officer, teacher and pupil ?

Strong a8 are my own convictions on this question, and heartily a8 1
coneur in the remarks already addressed to you in regard to the cvils of in-
femperance, I must say no," in answer to that question. (Ilrm',I[um:)
There are men whose christian character 1 would not (l‘h'hﬁl)ll, who do not
ye with me in this matter, morcover, many of these dear children
control of their parents, 1 would not be willing
for them to take guch a step without the knowledge and approval of their
purents. 1 would that cvery son and daughter in all our churches were
deeply imbued with sound tee-totalism from the cradic. (Cheers.) 1 would
like to see Bands of Tope in all our congregations, where all the children
might join in them, but 1 would not have them connected with the services of
the Sabbath school, T would not devote that half hout, wacred to holy instruc:
tion, even to & digenssion of that question.

20. What shall we doto make our Convention more
Convention alone can really reply to that question. 5o
far an 1 have scen this Convention, it seems to mo to, partake of a very con-
siderably \m\l(icul “character,  There was o Bible class, an infant class, &
p-(vul;t]vhivu\ class, o teachers mecting, and then meeting of the children,
wo that really fhe Convention has been a8 practical a8 possible. A word in
haps throw some light on the snbject. You cannot call
towether such a vast, shall 1 say diversitied assembly of men from all parts
of the country, with different ¢ haracters and habits, and methods, and in the
short space of & couple of days bring them into anything of the order and
management ot Normal School. 1t cannot be done. [ such o gathering
for two days gimilar themes are pressed constantly upon the
accumulated power that gives o man
ing zeal, loftier

ought secular
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see eye to e
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nature of the case it cannot accomplish.

FAREWELL ADDRESSES.

J. 1. Kenuot, of Troy, N Y My dear (hristian friends. 1 thank
vou to-night, that after having listened to the ahle addresses of my friends on
this side of the lincs, you have consented to bear with me, and ar¢ exercising
the grace of (‘hristian forbearance in listening to the few humble remarks
which T shall offer at this time,  Tam & hamble yet hopeful worker in the
Sunday School cause. Fourteen years ago I congecrated my carly manhood
to this branch of the Master's service, and T have never had cause to regret
for one single moment, that T have put on the armour of Christ, and tried in
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to the mind again and will affect the heart even savingly in after
Some little words spoken to-day may be the sced sown
for the immo b 1 work for eternity.
Lot us work in faith remembering that any (Christian act will never fail of
Remember that every particle of truth that gock into the
i1 sink to the bottom, and though the storms and tempests of
il rack the surface, truth is safe and will exert its influence.
‘And now brethren & single word about our relations to you, and yourh
tous. 1416 not the first time that 1 have gtood hefore an audience of this
T have hefore rejoiced in meeting with o, and T have always fel that
I have becen greatly henefitted by my intercoursc with you. T rejoice again
to-night in the privilege of being in this (onvention with my (anadian
prethren. T feel if there cver Wos a line of geparation between us, that line
was long x\gnurum»(l (1']\&!('Xﬁ,) To-dny We stand a8 friends and brethren on
one common platform and with on¢ common interest (runuw«d cheers.)
that it is 50, and T pray that thix hond of union may Erow stronger
and stronger. It is said that after one of the battle of our lut war there
was found & group of three soldiers lying dead, each of a different nationality,
and the blood from the wounds of these three soldiers had flowed down and
formed o little pool and then amalgnmated That was @ union formed by
toil and by sact jce, Dear brethren 1 would that the union that shall
coment our hearts in Christian love and hrotherhood, should be o union of
honest christian toil for Christ and for humanity | would that it shall be
just such o union as this oue of toil und one if need be of saorifice,  For God
wants us to sa vifice in this world, Blossed are those that deny themsel ves,
Dlessed are those that do the work of Christ with carnest toiling patienc
for by and by ey shall enjoy o1 ward richer and fap moers glorious and far
itter heeause of the toil o] hecunse of the sacrifice (loud cheers.)

1. (. Wiosr, Brg of Chicago, CXPTesst A the pleasure be 1t in meeting
with the Convention, and the interest taken inallits prot cedings, Mo was
much ‘vlvusul with the Curmestness with which the work had heen entered
into by the onvention, and with the ordef and gystem which had p\!‘\'ml«'d
tirongh all the & gxions, e ]rlm\ulwl o pive some statistios relative to

L Sublath Sehool work in Ilinoix. At (heir last State Convention over @
thousand dulegates Were present, - one feature of this Conyention they had
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worship God too long." Now 1 am reminded by the clock that this is & very
Jate hour for me to commence & farewell address. 1 have been for many
years absent from St. Catharines, and am very happy now, on wy return to
the province, to mark the progress of this country. 1 have not been favored,
Jike may of my brethren, with Leing present at Sabbath School Conventions
during the pust few years. 1 come here as an humble learner, and 1 think L
have learnt much. 1 have learned much to excite in my own heart the most
devout emotions of gratitude to God for the religious progress in this country,
for the anticipations 1 have as to the result of what [ have observed here of
the future propress, religiously, of this country. 1 take it as one of the most
igfactory cvidences of religious progress that so deep an interest is taken
in the welfare of the young,—those who, by and by, if they live, will rise up
important places both in church and state, and will ke, in theit
turn, the cducation of those who shall come after them. 1have learned that
it is pussilrlv,——uml it is not the first Jesson in this direction that 1 have
learned, but 1t has on this occasion been more deeply impressed upon 1wy
mind—that it is possible for brethren entertaining very different views upon
matters of opinion connected with the outside of religion to mect togethier
in harmony in connection with the Sabbath School work., And L must take
the liberty also of saying that whatever mity have been said in the warmth
of debate, we all go from this place impressed with the fact that we can all
work together for one common object, whatever our differences of opinion on
other subjects may be. (Cheers.) The one grand abject of the Sabbath
school work ig the increase of individual piety. This should always be
borne in mind. Let us go away from this Convention remembering that
the time spent here has to a great oxtent been spent in vain, unless we
carry into practice the Jessons we have learned here. Carry away eve rood
jon that has been made ; speak kindly to one another about any little
differences of opinion that may have been entertained, and go to work for
Christ. T will ot detain you longer —1 wish you farewell, 1 do not mean
Dy that word that I will never see you again, but 1 mean that wherever you
are, Christian friends, in whatever department of Chrigtian labour you are
found, you may Sare well. (¢ ‘heers.)

n expressed his gratification at heing present,
y would all go away from the Convention
rejoicing, and trusting more in Christ than they ever did before. He felt
Convention would result in good to every one that attended it, and
in contact. He exhorted them all to
remember the great responsibility resting on them individually, and con-
cluded by wishing them all a kindly, loving good-night, and expressing the
hope that if they never met again on this earth, they would all meet above
with Jesus. (Cheers )

Rev. Dr. Onmi ox—What overwhelming evidence we have of the good-
ness of our great (‘reator,in the 4-1;«hnvuu-ntwhirh he has given us for receiv-
ing happiness and pleasurc. We have had at these meetings o scason of
positive pleasure and delight, we haver ceived not only new thoughts, but
deeper, holier, swoeter affections 1f you just consider how we are related to
cach other, how largely we receive enjoyment from cach other, how we can
draw happiness from the earth beneath, from the gky over our heads, and
from cverything created, you will be impressed morc deeply with the good-
ness of our Heavenly Father. Our gocial vn.|oymcnm, apart from religion,
are our truest and most enduring pleastrcs. If you can conceive of a life
severed from these enjoyments, it matters not what else he may PpOBBE i
he is a lone man e is likely to be a wretched man. Phen the christian
religion comes in to sanctify and purify all these cnjoyments, and all our
souyces of proﬁt, Hence in all the exercises of religion we sock association.
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for Christ; dio for Christ, and when we depart be with Christ—
in Christ, by Christ, for Christ, with Christ forevermore Oh, may that be
the future biography of every 'soul here, and to God the Father, Son and
Holy Ghost e all praise, world without end. Amen. (Cheers.)

fay we live

o we bring our proceedings to o close, 1 arise to

The Presiext.—Befor
gates and visitors

half of the citizens of St. Catharines, to the dele
this Convention, {hat we thank you heartily for having
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The hymn, * Shall we gather at the river " was then eung, the benediction

pmnnuucml, and the (fonvention came to a close
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Biptist
Baptist
W. Meth..
1. Baptist

Pegg, Mrs
Perry, Jesse
Pperegrine, David.. ..
Peckham, Rev. C. B.
Pickett, Daniel 8
Phelps, 0. J ...
Phelps, Noah .
Pitcher, Rev. J .
Potts, Samu! H
Potts, Miss Erilla.
Potts, Rev. John. .
Poole, Rev Ww.H.
Preston, Rev. Jas .
Purdy, L. M
Qua, Samuel
Rateliff, Rev. Freder!
Raymer,J. M....
Raymer, Mrs ...
Reesor. Abraham
Reeve, Dr. RO AL
Reilly, Jas ...
Richardson, Rev. Bishop.
Richardson, Rev. W.
Rodgers, B..........
Robertson, Rev.Jas .
Robinson, Joseph.
Rose, Hugh ...
Roger, Rev. W. M..
Ross, Jas
Rowe, Rev. W
Rutherford, R
Rupert, Rev !
Russell,
Ryckmdn, Rev.

.M. N.Con,
LW, Meth. .
. W. Meth..
LW, Meth
L W, Meth
JWL Meth

CUUWL Meth,
CW. Meth,
TIW. Meth.
M. Epis

Buptist
(. Presh .

“Preshytn .
(. Presb ..

LW, Meth,

Presbytn

.. Baptist .
Baptist .
.. W. Meth.

Sackville, Wm ...
Sackville, Jas;, Jr
Sanderson, Miss M. J.
ganderson, Rev. J. G...
Sanderson, Mrs. J. G .
Schneider, J. W. H.

Congreg'l
M. Episc'l
..M. N-Con
.. Presbytn
W. Meth.

Scnofield, Rev. W. H
Schlichter, Rev. J. B..
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.St. Catharines
. Hamilton

. Hamilton
Lewiston, N 'Y
Torento
Welland

I

.. Presbytn ..

Preshytn oo et
.. Dundas

Ev. Asso'n, .

ongreg'l .
W Meth.
P Meth ...
W. Meth. .

A

..Congreg'l .

TUB e

Pt, Abino

Brampton

Centreville
_W. Derby, Ver't
. Lowville
.Centreville

. Centreville

Toronto

. Hamilton
LGoderich

Woodstock

. Parig

Box Grove
Box Grove
Markham
Toronto
Fonthill

. Yorkville

anfield Statn
t. Catharines

Paris

.Toronto

. Woodstock

~..Drummondv’le
. Belleville

. Toronto

. Peterboro’

Centreville
Fenilla

.. Kingston

Bewdley
Bewdley
Peterboro’

Welland
Waterdown
Lockport, N Y

.North Douro
.. Ingersoll

NaME

Shrimpto
shrimpto
shrimpto
Sherin,
Shaw, Re
gills, Re
Fills, Mr
sime, Ge
Smith, T
smith, }
Smith, €
Smith, I
Smith, ]
Smith, J
Smith, .
Smith,
Soules,
sperry,
spettig
Straith
Straith
Stinsor
stinsor
st. Job
Stibbs,
Stewar
Sutton
Suthes
Sym,
Symo!

Taylo
Taylo
Toyn!
Toyn!
Tolm
Toml
Torra
Thon
Thon
Thor

Thor
Thor
Tho!
Thu:
Tryc
Uns

Van
Van
Vin
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NAME. DENOM TION. P. O. ApDRESS.

shrimpton, B T W. Meth . Stamford
shrimpton, Albert . W. Meth tamford
Shrimpton, Mrs. A W. Meth .Stamford
sherin, J. C.... W. Meth . Lakefield
ghaw, Rev. Wm W. Meth . Newburgh

. Norham
. Norham
Dunnville
Brighton
“Thorold
. Hawkston
. Brampton
.. Brampton
Welland
rimsby
Toronto

gills, Rev. W. A
Tills, Mrs. .

sime, Geo .
Smith, Rev. A
smith, W. D .
§mith, Gilbert.
smith, Robert .
smith, Mrs
Smith, Jas.
gmith, A. M...

W. Meth.
Presbytn

!, Presb .
. .Baptist . .
Congregl .

smith, W. John ,Baptist ...
goules, John .. C. Presb Tapleytown
sperry, J. 5 . . Baptist ", Port Colborpe
Spettigue, Re .Congreg'l. & ,‘Ncwnmrlwql
Straith, Rev. J .C. Presb 5 _Ingersoll |
straith, Peter. Preshotn . .Clinton
Stinson, Maclean ... LW, Meth . Weston
stinson, G. G ...+ . W. Meth _Ingu\'snll
Fulton

W. Meth.

st. John, Danicl M.
Songreg'l

stibbs, W.J. ..
stewart, David .
Sutton, Jas.....
sutherland, Rev. A
Sym, H. S ...
symons, W. H.

Toronto
Freelton
Freelton
Yorkville
Toronto
.. Perrytown

W, Meth.
Baptist
L Bible C L.

CBMEL

Taylor, J. W, s .Chatham
Taylor, Miss Iva .
Toynbee, Mr ..

\\ 1 'M.ul.l'\ tamford
... W. Meth tamford

Toynbee, Mrs

Tolmie, Rev. A. .C. Presb .. nugeen

Tomblin, W. .. W. Meth " Wentworth

Torrance, K ...C. Presb JGuelph

Thompson, Sil _Corinth
Montreal

Thomson, John.
Thomson, J. 8

_St. Catharines

.. Toronto

Thornton, R. N...

Thornton, A London

Thomas, W ..o London

Thurston, Rev. A L M. ¥ .. Garafraxa
L Presbytn .. Lewiston

Tryon, Joseph
Unsworth, Rev.Joooooees Congreg'l
L W Metho
M. Eplse,l. .
M. Epise'l.
LW, Moth....

(eorgetown

Wallbridge
.Welland
New York
....Napanec

vandervoort, B. ;
Van Wyck, A. K.
Vincent, Rev. J. H

Vivian, J. H ...
warner, A.P..... e v v ...Rochester, N Y
Wallace, Rev. R .C. Presb .Toronto

...C. Presb .. ......Toronto

Wallace, Mrs
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NAME. DENOMTION.
Wakefield, Rev. J..... W, Meth. ... meoe
Tyrone

W. Meth. .
aptist .

¢, Presh
L MLUNLCon,
ML N Con
.. Baptis

5t, Catharines

Hamilton

Eglington

§t. Catharines

Woodstock

CChicago, U S

... Palermo

Toronto Iy

Washington, John
Walker, Rev. (
Walker, Jas ..
Wilkinson, J.
Wilkinson, Re
Willis, A. B...
Wilder, K&
Wilson, Re
Woodhouse,

t
I

M.
Congreg'h .8

‘oronto

Wood, J. H L W, Meth sina .
Wood, Rev. ..Congre Brantford effort,
Wolverton, Baptist . CGirimsby viewin
Wren, Thos M. Episc ....St Mary's Lo C
TR
Young, Geo AL coveneeee Episcopn ..o ~........Hamiiton L

\ «

N.B.—The foregoing list has been taken from the books, provided have
during the Convention, for entries. A few names of persons known to have this 8

been in attendance, have heen added, Some, for want of any rec ord of their been

being present, may have been omitted. ! yast
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APPENDIX.

od interest,
Without re-
1y notice, that

p tidings reach us of inerens
in Sabbath Sehool work.
s in othor lands, we mt
l‘vlml'( HAyS—

From many quarte
effort, and intelligence,
aeions resu
Lool Union, in its last

viewing the gr
{he Canadu Sunday Sct
ar's effort your committee
wo began our work in

¢ noevery «h‘]»:u‘hm‘l\( of this ye

with much encouragements
of the Provinco, now known as Quebee, and have

extending our efforts wostward.  During the
Pastern Townships, the region drained by the
and it tributaries, and the castern portion of
the City of Kingston, have heon visited by
Mr. Walker,) writes—* | think
hildren hrought into (uxi»(ing)

have meb
this soction
been gradually
past year, the

Ottawa river,

Ontario, from
» One of these agents (
o Jost than 1000 ¢
uring the past yoar

wmized by Rev. J. McKillican, under
report states that twenty-

agents.”
there cannot |
Sabbath Sehools d

Bosides the achools orgd
wof thix Association, the
with 142 teachers, and 1050 seholars, have heen
wchools have been visited ; 302 sermons
School instruction, have heen
abbath School roquisites

the auspict
£IX NEW sehools,
161 other
1L on Sabbath
of hooks and 3

organized.
and addresses, bearii
delivered, and the issue
water than inany former yeur.

has been gr

W. M.
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Statistics of Sabbath Schools in thd Provinces of Ontario and Quebec for the year ending Oct. 1868; collected prinipally from the Reports of the County and City Secretaries of the Sabbath
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