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VIEWS OF BAPTISM BY GERMAN PZDOBAPTISTS.

NO.

Dr.

[This celebrated writer is a profes-
gor of Theology in the University of
Beriin, which has, for many years,
been adorned with his profound ern-
dition ; and, by that means probably
more than by any others, been raised
fo its present towering eminence
ahove all the German seats of learn-
ing. His name Neander (véoc avip
i e.new man,) is worthy of notice,
since it commemorates a most inter-
esting and happy event in his history,
having been assumed by him on his
conversion from Judaism to Christian-
ity~—a conversion which, we trust,
consisted not simply in a change of
creed, but also in a change of heart.
There are too many converted Jews
in Germany, who have retained their
unholy temper of mind, though they
have professedly exchanged the faith
of Moses for that of Jesus. But this
eminent man furnishes evidence of his
beiug a new creature in Christ Jesus,
though like all the good men of that
country, he is not free from opinions
which our sober and cautious ortho-
doxy naturally deprecates. He is,
Ezwever, sound and simple in his faith

specting the nature and necessity

.

NEANDER.

! of regeneration, and the ground of a

sinner's acceptance before God; on
which subjects, among others, he once
conversed freely with the writer, dur-
ing a private interview, which left a
lasting impression of his goodness as
well as greatness. Christian love is
atopic on which he especially delights
to dwell, and with this divine feeling
he appears to be filled. And on this
account he may, without impropriety,
be said to possess, when compared
with the evangelical Theologians of
his age and country, that pre-emi-
nence which John enjoyed among
the apostles.

Dr. N. has published various works,
all bearing, more or less distinetly, the
image and superseription of his great
mind ; but his celebrity rests chiefly
on his History of the Christian Reli-
gion and Church. This work he him-
self regards as the labor and achieve-
ment of his life; and no doubt, should
he live to finish it, as we fervently
hope he may, all posterity will own
that his life was well spent. Asan
ecclesiastical historian, he possesses,

according to universal consent, a
matchless knowledge of the events

A
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and characters which require to be
mentiened and discussed, and the
most philosophic perception of the
operation of diversified causes in
bringing about difficulties, divisions,
and innovations, as well as reforwns,
in the church. He may justly be
called the philosopher of church His.
tory. Other writers have chronicled
ecclesiastical events with great labour
and accuracy ; but he has, in addition,
traced out the connection between
them, and secured for the History of
the church, the advantage of that
philosophic insight and diserimina-
tion, which are generally admired in
the well known History of Rome's
Decline and Fall. Asanother charac-
teristic of his great work, may be
mentioned, its pre-eminently candid
and charitable spirit. It is not writ-
ten for the purposes of a sect, but
for the service of Christianity; and
hence justice is generally done to in-
dividuals and parties, that have al-
ways been misrepresented, and even
denounced as heretical, by partisan
historians. The reader is, in conse-
quence, often delighted to find that
there is still some hope of the salva-
tion of many noted persons, who have
generally been consigned to perdi-
tion, as heretics, by writers of stinted
charity. There is one English work
on the same subjeet, which possesses
ina high degree the same excellences.
Dr. Campbell, in his Lectures on Ec-
clesiastical History, exhibits a depth
of philosophy and transparency of can-
dor, which deserve to be compared
with the kindred attributes of the
more learned German. It is greatly
to be wished that this noble perfor-
mance of Prof. N. may soon appear
in our own language. Attempts have
indeed been made to translate it, and
some parts have been published in
English ; but it seems that the scholar
remains yet to be found who shall be
fully competent for the difficult and
honorable task. The translator, in
order to be competent, must evidently

possess, in addition to learning, a
thorough sympathy with the author;
for if he has not the spirit of Neander,
he cannot adequately express his sen.
timents, and moreover he will be
tempted, (as was notoriously the case
with the high churchman, Rose, in the
fragment of a version which he pub-
lished,) to thrust in some notesor com-
ments of his own, for the purpose of
contradicting the author. And by the
way we may cbserve, that it seems al-
most a fashion with translators to take
such rude liberties with the German
writers. So for instance Dr. Schinuck-
er has treated the Biblical Theology
of Storr and Flatt; and thereby he
has lessened our confidence in his
translation and our respect for his
literary character.

In connection with the above work,
Dr. N. has published another, giving
a distinet and full account of the
apostolic age, under the title: 4
History of the Planting and Con-
ducting of the Christian Church ly
the Apostles. 'This isan exceedingly
valuable book, cn account of thelight
which it often throws on the New
Testament. It forms, in fact, the best
possible introduetion to the intelli-
gent study of the Acts and the Epis-
tles. A translation of i, by some
competent scholar, is greatly needed
for the use of English students.

In this work, pp. 138—141, the
learned Professor gives an account of
the apostolic practice with regardto
baptism, showing how and to whom
the first teachers administered it. His
attempt to explain the origin of iu-
fant baptism is certainly very inge-
nious; but it is easy to see that he
has more philosophy than scriptureto
support his view. For whatever may
be the meaning of the apostle in
1 Cor. vii. 14, it is plain that his
words give no warrant for baptizing
infants. If the holiness or sanctity
of which Paul speaks, were a suf‘ﬂ-
cient qualification for receiving tie
rite, then it would follow that not obly
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babes, but also children of mature age
(for réxva means children, ful! grown
as well as young, ) are entitled to bap-
tism. Nay more, it would follow
that the unbelieving wife or husband
of a believer is equally entitled to the
ordinance; since the sanctity, here
mentioned, is asserted to belong to the
infidel parent as well as the childrern.
‘For the unbelieving husband is senc-
tified by the wife, and the unbeliev-
ing wife is sanctified by the husband.’
But who would ever think of bap-
tizing the unbelieving partner of a
Christian?  Yet who can consistently
refuse to go even this length in mis-
applying the rite, if he professes to
derive his warrant for baptizing in-
fants from this passag2? This con-
sideration is sufficient proof, that the
apostle had here no reference to bap-
tism, and, that his words do not, even
by implication, teach that infants are
fit subjects of the rite.—~Ep.]

[The design of bdaptism.] The
essential thing in baptism is to enter
into fellowship with Christ, and,
thereby, also to be incorporated in
the spiritual body of Christ, to be
received into the communion of the
Redeemed, which is the church of
Christ: Gal. iii. 27; 1 Cor. xii. 13.
Baptism must, therefore, according
to its characteristic design, have been
distinguished as a baptism unto
Christ, or unto the name of Christ ;
and, hence, it may have been the
case, that this only was originally made
prominent in the words spoken in its
administration,

[ The act of baptism.] The form
of immersion in baptism which was
In use among the Jews, passed cver,
therefore, also to the Gentile Chris-
tians, This form was certainly the
best adapted to denote that which
Christ wished to denote by this sym-
bol, viz.: the immersion of the whole
man in a new principle of life. But
Paql makes use, besides, of what is
accidental in the form of this symbol,
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viz.: the two-fold act of immersion
and emersion, to which Christ cer-
tainly had no regard in instituting
the symbol. In as much as Paul
found in it a reference to Christ as
dead, and to Christ as risen, the nega-
tive and positive bearing of the
Christian life, which, in one respect,
consists in dying to all ungodliness
in imitation of Christ, and, in another
respect, in rising to a new divine life
in fellowship with him; so he here
employed that which is only acciden-
tally given in the form of baptism,
as handed down, in order, thereby,
to make emblematically evident the
idea and the design of baptism: in its
connection with the whole essence of
Christianity.

[ The subjects of baptism.] Since
baptism signified the entrance into
fellowship with Christ, it easily fol.
lowed from the nature of the thing,
that a confession of faith in Jesus, as
the Saviour, was made at the time
by the person to be baptized ; and,
in the later part of the apostolic age,
are found traces which indicate the
existence of such a custon.

As baptism was closely connected
with the deliberate trausition into
the Christian community, and as faith
and baptism were always bound to-
gether, it is in the highest degree
likely that baptism took place only
in cases where both could be united,
and that the practice of infant bap-
tism lay remote from this age. We
can, by no means, infer the existence
of infant baptism from the examples
of the baptism of whole families,
since the passage in 1 Cor. xvi. 15,
shows the incorrectness of this infer-
ence ; for, it appears that the whole
family of Stephanas, that received
baptisin from Paul, consisted entirely
of grown upwmembers. We can con-
clude against the apostolic origin of
infant baptism, not only from the
lateness of the first distinct mention
that is made of it, but, also, from the
long continued opposition against it.
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But it is also not probable that Paul,
who so earnestly made faith the only
true ground and condition of all that
is Christian, and so emphatically set
himself against every opus opera-
tum,—that he should have intro-
duced, or even allowed a practice,
which could so easily give occasion
to transfer to baptism the conceit of
righteousness, by means of outward
things, (the oapxwd,)—a conceit,
which Paul always assailed so vehe-
mently with reference to circumeision.
The decision of Paul in 1 Cor. vii.
14, appears also to indicate, that the
children of Christians were not, at
that time, made members of the
church by baptism. But this pas-
sage, at the same time, points out a
sanctifying influence from the fellow-
ship between parents and children, by
means of which, the children of
Christian pareats should be distin-
guished from the children of those
who are not Christians, and, oun ac-
count of which, they might justly
be called, in a certain sense, holy
{@ywa) in opposition to the unclean
(4xébapra).  Here, now, we find
also the idea, from which infant bap-
tism must have afterwards developed
itself, as it actually did, and by which
it might be defended in the spirit of
Paul, although it is not likely from
the grounds before mentioned, that
healready introduced this practice un-
der the circumstances in which he
laboured,
St AR

THE TYPES.
~o. I. ’
MELCHISEDEC.

Melchisedec is among the most
remarkable personages presented to
our view in the Sacred History. He
bursts upon us like the sun suddenly
emerging from behind a cloud, pours
forth a flood of glory, and then,
whilst we are lost in admiration of
his splendours, sinks in a moment be-
neath the Old Testament horizon to

THE TYPES.

gratify our sight no more, till we be.
hold him in even greater brightness
adorning the New Testament hemis-
phere. ‘There he reveals to our de-
lighted gaze, no small degree of the
grandeur and beauty of Him, whom

_he typically represents, our Lord and

Saviour Jesus Christ.

That he is a type of that divine
personage, is obvious from the Epistle
to the Hebrews. See especially the
5th and 7th chapters.

The first point in which he typified
Christ was his Character.

This is partly indicated by the title
Melchi- Zedee, ¢« which is kiug of
righteousness.” It would seem that
he was himself eminently righteous,
and he conduced te make others so.
And this was the case with the Lord
our righteousness. He was holy,
harmliess, undefiled, and separate from
sinners.  Righteousness was the
girdle of his loins, and faithfulness
the girdle of his reins. The Father
thus describes hiin: “ Thy throne, O
God, is foreverand ever; thesceptre
of thy kingdom is a right sceptre;
thou lovest righteousness, and hatest
iniquity ; therefore God, thy God,
hath anointed thee with the oil of
gladness above thy fellows.” And
he thus describes himself: I that
speak in righteousness.” Conceived
by the immediate operation of the
Holy Spirit, his nature partook not
of the depravity of fallen men, but
was completely pure; and ever under
the fullest measure of that Spirit’s in-
fluence, operating on Lis holy nature,
his whole sojourn on earth, and his
whole proceeding in heaven, are in
all respects most perfectly equitable
and good, presenting to the universe
such an example of moral excellence,
as throws all other worth completely
into the shade. Besides, by his obe-
dience unto death, the death of the
Cross, he has brought in everlasting
righteousness for the justification of
those who believe in his name, for
securing to them the sanctifying
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grace of his good spirit, to prepare
them to bring forth the fruits of
rigateousness here, and hereafter to
behold his face in rightcousness, and
to wake up with his likeness, He is
of God made unto us wisdom and
rightecusness, sanctification and re-
demption. See this case fully stated
in Rom. iii. 21—26. All the righ-
teousness, both of state and heart, in
which the multitude, which no man
can number, shall shine throughout
eternity, is the result of his gracious
interference, and belongs alone
to him. Whether, therefore, we
would behold an exawple of righ-
teousness, or attain to righteousness,
we must contemplate this great Mel-
chisedec, and apply to him.

Another distinguishing feature of
the patriarch of Canaan is expressed
_ in another title, which ke bore, Mel-
chi-Salem, “whichis King of Peace.”
- For it would seem from the way in
which the apostle mentions this title,
froin the obvious design of his bear-
ing the preceding title, that Salem
- was not only the seat of his govern-
ment, but a description of his pre-
vailing disposition, as evinced in his
reign, He was peaceable, and a
peace-maker. In like manner, the
Prince of Peace was distinguished by
a perfectly peaceable temper; and he
came to restore peace between God
and man, man and his fellow-men,
and man and man’s own self, by means
of his peace-speaking blood, and his
peace-inspiring spirit and doctrine.
The chastisement of our peace was on
him, and through him it is promised
the Lord will bless his people with
peace, Henee, a multitude of the
heavenly host ushered in his birth by
singing, « On earth peace, good will
towards men.” He said to his dis-
ciples, « These things have I spoken
unto you, that ye might have peace;
in the world ye shall have tribulation,
but in me ye shall have peace;”’
and this was his legacy : « Peace I
leave with you; my peace I give un-
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to you; not as the world giveth, give
I unto you” An apostle testifies :
“Ife is our peace, who hath made
both Jews and Gentiles one,” &e.—
Eph. ii. 14—17. Every saint sings:
“ Being justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ.” Aund when his king-
dom is universally established in the
earth, what shall ensue? ¢ They
shall beat their swords into plough-
shares, and spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against
nation, neither shall they learn war
any more.” “ The work of righteous-
ness shall be peace, and the effect of
righteousness, quietness and assurance
for ever.” Alas! what unworthy
disciples are we of this blessed Melchi-
Salem! Let us strive to imbibe more
of his disposition, and to derive more
peace from him.

The second typical point observ-
able in Melchisedee, consists in his
Offices.

He sustained the royal office, for
he was « Hing of Righteousness, and
King of Peace.” So Jesus occupies
a regal station, and shares regal
honours. He came not indeed in
the pomp of earthly potentates, but
in lowliness and poverty. Yet wise
men from the East, directed of heaven,
prostrated themselves before him, and
presented to him “gold and frank-
incense and myrrh"—offerings laid
only at the feet of royalty. He
passed not through life with a kingly
retinue attending him; but with fish-
ermen and tax-gatherers, the poor,
the maimed, the halt, the blind.  Yet
even the stupid populace were con-
strained by a celestial influence to
own himking; strewing paim branches
in his way,and shouting, “ Hosannah!
blessed is the King of Israel, who
cometh in the name of the Lord ;"—
thus verifying prophecy : * T'ear not,
daughter of Zion, behold thy king
cometh, meek, and having salvation.”
He stood not at Pilate’s bar as a ruling
sovereign, but as an insulted subject,
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invested with the robe, and erown,
and sceptre of ernel mockery, Yet,
when asked, “ Art thou a king, then#”
he could answer: * Thou sayest I
am 2 king; bat my kingdom is not
of this world.” At his resurrection
from the dead, God said of him:
“ Now have I set my king on my holy
hill of Zion.” And when he ascended
on high, the attendant angels sung:
“ Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and
be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors,
and let the King of Glory in.” He
then formally was inaugurated as
universal sovereign, all power being
given to him in heaven and on
earth—thrones, and dominion, and
principalities being made subject unto
him. Since then he has been ruling,
and he still must reign, till he hath
put all enemies under his feet, and
the archangel shall proclaim, ¢ 'The
kingdoms of this world are become
the kingdoms of our God and of his
Christ, and he shall reign for ever
and ever.” Are we, then, his willing
subjects ?  If so, we may now expect
the protection of his royal power,
and hereafter shall share his lofty
throne. Bat if not his willing sub-
jects, he will rule us with the sceptre
of his resistless will, and eventually
will smite us with the rod of his
avenging anger.,

The typical saint sustained the
sacerdotal office also. He was
« Priest of the most high God :” and
Jesus < sits as a priest upon his
throne,” The Epistle to the Hebrews,
especially the 7th chapter, largely
illustrates this office of our Redeem-
er?: not only evincing that he was
“the apostle and high priest of our
profession,” “a merciful and faithful
high priest,” “z great high priest
passed into the heavens;” but partic-
ularly dwelling on the fact that he
was a priest after the order of Mel-
chisedec, an order superior to chat
of Aaron. It is in illustration of this
topic that the apostle specifies one
particular, in which Melchisedec
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typified our Lord, which has been
deemed hard to be understood. He
says : * IHe was without father, with.
out mother, without descent, having
neither beginning of days nor end of
life ; but made like unto the Son of
God." These words have received
varicus far-fetched and laboured ex.
planations ; whilst the simple and
satisfactory meaning suggested by
the context has generally been lost
sight of. Paul adds immwediately
after the statement quoted, and in
exposition of it, * but abidetha priest
coatinually,” And he proceels
through the chapter to illustrate this
perpetuity of the priestly office of
the type and antitype, as raising it
above the temporary and suceessive
priesthood of the Aaronic family,
Here is the key to unlock this pas.
sage. [t affirms that whilst the Jew.
ish priest had a priestly ancesty,
from whom they received their officy,
and priestly descendantsto whom they
transmitted that office; and hada
commencement and termination of
official being, since they came int
office after the death of their prede
cessors, and made room for others at
their own death; Christ and Me
chisedec had no priestly parentagea
descendants; had no beginning o
their priestly days and no end of their
priestly life; but were the sole priess
each of his respective line, who con
tinued in office permancutly, This
was the case with the type, inasmucl
as we have nothing in the inspud
record indicating that his priesthod
was successive or temporary ; andi
was the case with the antitype, in that
hie obviously had no predecessorser
successors in his sacerdotal offiee;
but so far as the efficacy of it is cor
cerned, he held it from eternity, aud
shall hold it to eternity. In asingk
word, the priesthood of each was per
maneut, and therefore far superiorto
the transitory priesthood of Aaroni
line. « Having, therefore, such

high priest over the house of God, i
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s draw near with a true heart, in full |

assurance of fuith,”  If Israel confid-
ed in the atonement and intercession
of their inferior order of priests, what
confidence may we not exercise in

the merits of his sacrifice and plead-
ings, who is invested with an office |

of so superior an order? He is able
to save to the uttermost all who
come to God by him, sceing he ever
Jiveth to make intercession for them.
The Aetions of Melchisedec afford
a third aspect of his typical relation.
#“He brought forth bread aud
wine,” in order to sustain and refresh
the Father of the faithful and his
wearied soldiers, on their return from
the pursnit of Chedorlaomer and his
allies. Thus, too, does the great
antitype provide supplies to satisty
and cheer the fainting soldiers of the
Cross. When he bcholds them ex-
hausted by the conflict they have been
waging with the powers of darkness,
he comes to their relief with the
bread of gospel truth, and the wine
of gospel promise, and says to them:
“«Eat, O friends; drink, yea drink
abundantly, O beloved.” Come then,
drooping warrior, seek, expect, re-
ceive provision from his kind hand.
Melehisedec blessed the victorious
Patriarch.  He said, “ Blessed be
Abram of the Most High God”
And of whom is it predicted :
«Men shall be blessed in Him?”
From whose lips proceeds that stream
of benediction, descending on * the
meek” and “ poor in spirit” and per-
secuted,” and all whom men despise
and contemn ?  Who leads his disci-
ples out as far as Bethany, and there
lifiing up his hands blesses them?
Of whom does Paul speak as the
great depository of all gospel bless-
ings: “Blessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Jesvs Christ, who
hath blessed us with all spiritual
blessings in heavenly places in Christ
Jesus?” Who on the day of final
consummation will say to the saint,
“Come ye blessed of my Father,
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inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world;”
and introduce them into the region
of celestial and everlasting benedie-
tion? Who needs biessing then?
Behold from whom he may obtainit!

The illustrions type blessed Jeho-
vah also on Abram's account, saying,
“ And blessed be the Most High God,
who hath delivered thine enemies
into thine hand.”  “ And Jesus lifted
up his eyes to leaven and said:
Father, I thank thee, because tliou hast
hid these things from the wise and
prudent, and hast revealed them unto
babes.” And his are many of the
grateful Hymus, in which God is so
frequently and fervently blessed in
the book of Psalms, Here he is our
pattern : let us imitate him by echo-
ing the sentiments of benediction
which ascended from his heart to the
eternal throne.

The last typical action performed
by Melchisedec was his receiving
tithes from Abram. On this the
apostle himself particularly com-
ments, and to his language it will be
sufficient to refer, Heb. vii. 5—19,
It needs only be added, that Paul’s de-
sign is to show us the perfection of
our Lord’s official character, and of
the economy of which he is all and
inall; and the improvement which we
should make of this particular is,
that we commit all our interests to
the hands of this great Saviour, look-
ing for full salvation from him, and
glorying in him alone.

Toronto. W. H. C.

[ Who was Melchizedec 2 This
question has often been asked by the
curious and inquisitive, and various
answers have beengivenby thelearaed
and the rude. Some have stoutly
maintained, tha“this person was none
other than the Son of God, who
then appeared in fashion as a man,
in a way and for reasons, whieh are
exceedingly plain to their minds,
though the Bible is silent on the sub-
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jeet. DBut others are positive that
Shem was the man, and employ much
ingenuity and sonie learning to estab-
lish their favorite notion. There are
again some who contend, that Noak
was Melchizedee. In support of this
view a paper has been furnished for
the Magazine, by a correspondent,
who styles himself an Ishmaelite.
And certainly the writer, though but
a herdsman, contends well for his
point, and makes out as good a case
for the father as any have made for
the son, Shem. The intelligence and
ingenuity, which he manifests, are
certainly deserving of commendation.
But we caunot publish his communi-
cation, from the conviction that every
attempt to identify Melchizedec with
this or that patriarch, must be unsa-
tisfactory and useless. All that we
profess to know about the matter is,
that Melchizedec was Melchizedec,
Just as Abram was Abram. We won-
der why some eurious minds have not
asked—who was Amraphel? Why
might he not have been Nimrod, that
great hunter before the Lord? It is
evident that a thousand such ques-
tions might be asked, and a thousand
conjectures formed respecting them
but good people should be reminded
not “to be wise above that which is
written.”—Ip.]
el
¢ CHARITY IS KIND.”

A Volume is included in this brief
declaration of an inspired apostle.
It refers to the conduct which is dic-
tated by the spirit of true benevo-
lence—that love to man which is the
invariable fruit of love to God. As
affection raises the object of regard
to a high place in the soul, and pro-
duces a consequent pleasure in inter-
course, and a sympathy in all that is
enjoyed and suffered, so kindness
dictates an appropriate and pleasant
manner of conveying a sentiment, or
of rendering a service. The former
is, therefore, more restricted than the
latter ; all persons cannot be regard-

“ CHARITY IS KIND.”

ed with affection, but all who nee
kindness have a claim to its exercix
And these are unquestionably nun..-
rous: they appear at our firesides, iy
the engagements of business, aud iu
every walk of life; and, consequent.
ly, the kindness of charity should
characterize all our intercourse with
others. To select, however, one
case in which it ought to be specially
displayed, regard may be had to the
treatment of ignorance and error.
There, all appearances of petu-
lance, acrimony, and asperity are to
be strongly deprecated ; they ariwe
from the corruption of a depraved
heart, and expressly transgress the
second great commandment: ¢ Thou
shalt love thy neighbour as thyseli”
We repel with displeasure a harsh or
rude address from a phy-ician or a
surgeon : we contend that the inju-
rie_ and maladies of the body demand
tender treatment; and assuredly, if
kindness be disregarded in attemptsat
moral improvement, the disease of
the mind will inerease in virulence,
and may become absolutely hoptless,
Levity is another evil; and it i
as inconsisteny with charity as seve-
rity and violence. A due regardty
those connected with us by the com-
mon bonds of brotherhood, or the
holier and firmer ties of piety, and
reverence for God, to whom we are
solemnly responsible, require for the
ignorant, as well as for those who
are supposed to pervert religious sen-
timent, or to engage in unchristian
practice, the blending of hallowed
seriousness with tender compassion.
In such circumstances, the kindnessof
charity, sustained by its firmness, is
of great importance. Give up firm-
ness—then kindness is divested of
trath ; it is spurious, pernicious, and
even fatal ; it is a deadly poisonina
honicd vehicle—an assassin, witha
bland demeanour and a face of smiles:
give up kindness, and you repel, you
harden, you may even sear the heart.
The sacred writers, while always
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faithful, strikingly exemplify the
kindness of love. Paul, a zcalot in
eatly life, frow the native vehemence
of his mind, was likely to surpass in
this respect some of his brethren, yet
we tind him saying : « I beseech you,
by the meekness and gentleness of'j
Christ"= We were gentle among you, |
even as a nurse cherisheth her chil- |
dren;” and again, * Though I might
be much bold iu Christ,” Philemon,
“to enjoin thee that which is conve- |
nient, vet for love's sake I rather be-
seech thee, being suehr an one as Paul !
the aged, and now also a prisoner of |
Jesus Christ.”

There 13 a still more exalted model. -
Iufinite was the distance between the |
Divine Redeemer and his disciples:
he was all perfection, they were
compassed with infirmities.  And Ile .
was pre-eminent for the kindness of |
charity. In this instance, as in every -
other, the prophesies of the Messiah *
received their full accomplishment. !
Jesns did “not break the bruised !
reed, nor quench the smoking flax.”
He gathered the lambs with his arm,
and carried them in his bosom, and |
gently led those that were with |
young. The negleet of vigilance
when required and most desirable,
only called forth the inquiry: “What!
could ye not watch with me one
hour?” And the burst of unhallowed
and intemperate zeal received but
the gentle reproof: < Ye know not
what manner of spirit ve are of!”
Sull there was no trifling with sin,
no palliation of evil.

The example thus exhibited to our
view solemnly demands imitation.
“ He that saith he abideth in Christ,
ought himself to walk even as he
walked.” Here the proper course is
clearly prescribed ; and it is at the
peril of any professed disciple to de-
viate from it, or to track the oppo-
site path.  May grace be communi-
cated, therefore, to teach us constant-
ly to remember our deep obligations!

As a proof of the power of kind-
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ness of spirit, the following interest-
ing fact may be adduced. An indi-
vidual, under some peculiar circum-
stances of his early life, had embraced
one of the most dangerous systems of
error, and was soon branded as a he-
retic by his associates. With no dis-
like to the propagation of his senti-
ments, he was accustomed to dispute
with all who would engage in contro-
versy ; and unhappily, he was not un-
frequently encountered with an un-
kinduess of spirit and a severity of lan-«
guage, which operated only to in-
crease his prejudices against the truth,

| It appeared that his life would be de-

voted to the diffusion of serious errors,
for so repugnant did the doctrines of
the Gospel become, that he would
scarcely endure to hear them defen-
ded or even named.

At length, however, there was one
who became decply interested for
him, whose blaudness of manner, and
increasing amiableness of spirit, gain-
ed hisaffections and secured his confi-
dence. Still a considerable time elaps-
ed before that friend addressed the
sceptie directly and personally, on the
all-momentous subject of his salva-
tion. But a peculiarly favourable
season came. Attacked by temporary
disease, and lying on his bed languid
and pale, he was visited by the ob-
ject of his deep and affectionate in-
terest; the first word of admonition
was then uttered, while kindness and
benevolence beamed from his counte-
nance ; and that word, at once so
benign and earnest in expression,
touched the heart ; it drew tears from
the eyes, and constrained him who
heard it to muse in secret on the re-
ality and power of evangelical piety.
Soon did he return with the question,
“What must I do to besavedr” And
he who for years had been devoted to
error and valiant in its cause, received
the great doctrines of the Gospel as
his only hope, and promoted the faith
he had once laboured to destroy.

Ob, thereis a power in such a spirit

B



114 A MONITORY
which cannot be equalled by any
otheragency entrusted toman! The
proverb should be recorded in letters
of gold: ¢ Kindness is the key to
the heart.” Let but the individual be
convinced that you cherish a sincere
and ardent desire for his welfare, and
ordinarily will his warm co-operation
be engaged. Kindness will rarely be
rudely repulsed, and few can with-
stand its repeated efforts. Already
has it achieved illustrious triumphs,
and in proportion to the increase of
charity will their number be aug-
mented. But with this kindness of
charity firmness must ever be united :
when the apostle Paul found a brother
supporting error, he “ withstood him
to the face;” and when “false bre-
thren” unawares had crept in, did he
give place by subjection? No, not
for an hour.—(8ece Gal. ii. 4—11.)
—The Christian Spectator.

e e

MR. Eprror,—I have very frequently
felt a strong inclination rising in my breast,
to communicate the following narrative, as
being peculiarly calculated to admonish and
instruct not a few of the members of our
Canadiair Churches. I have hitherto re-
sisted this inclination from a suspicion, that
you could scarcely afford me space in your
very tmportant Miscellany for its insertion.
A combination of circumstances, however,
has so powerfully convinced me, that the ex-
perience detailed is so especially adapted to
edify some of my beloved brethren in these
Proviners, that I can no longer withhold it,
I can very confidently vouch for its truth,

1 am, your's truly,

SIMPLEX.

A MONITORY CHAPTER IN THE
AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A NOW
HAPPY CHRISTIAN.

There are few passages of Serip-
ture thai have a more powerful and
constant influence on my judgment,
and, I hope, my heart and conduct,
than one, which, for some years of
sad experience, I entirely disregarded.
It is Psalm xxv. 9.: « The meek will
he guide in judgment : the meek will
he teach his wav.” Oh! had I

CHAPTER 1IN
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heartily believed and prayerfully con-
sidered this assurance, how muny
mistakes in sentiment, false steps in
conduet, and sins in temper, by which
I have hardened the ungodly, injured
the saints, and wounded myself,
should I have escaped ? Would that
others could be persuaded to be wisc
by my follies!

My first religious days were very
happy.  Abased under a recently
inspired cousciousness of guilt, en-
grossed by new conceptions of the
Saviour’s love, and prompted by the
simplicity and ardour of a young
convert, I saw nothing, save in the
sin and misery of my fellow-men,
which did not conduce to the aug-
mentation of my joy. In the study
of the word and prayer; in attend-
ance on the ministry of truth, who-
ever might proclaim it ; in intercourse
with believers of every name and
rank ; and, in efforts to bring sinners
to the Saviour, I found heaven begun
below.

Not being permanently watchful,
however, over the natural conceit of
my heart, I, after some months, be-
gan to be exalted above measure by
my blessed state of mind. I thought
myself a superior Christian—more
taught by the Holy Spirit, and more
devoted to Christ than were my
brethren.  This was the first move-
ment in my lamentable fall.

To chastise me, God suffered me
to become intimately acquainted with
several professors, who, like myself;
thought themselves wiser and holier
than other Christians. Our conver-
sation and prayers did not lack many
strong expressions of unworthiness
and guilt: but they were the mark
of false humility, hiding from our
view the face of pride which presided
in our meetings; dictating a strain
of angry censoriousness, which we
thought fidelity to our Lord; and
inspiring a tone of pitiful contempt
which we deemed superior attain-
ment in piety, and excluding from
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among us almost all discourse on
practical religion and plans of useful-
ness. I courted and eagerly yielded
myself t¢ this society, in my infatua-
tion accounting it the token of God's
peculiar favour towards me, to have
thrown me among such saints!

Correction, therefore, was added
to correction; for shortly, the writings
of several vituperative and dogmatic
censors of the church fell in my way,
and forced on the growth of my con-
ceited and condemnatory spirit.
Their works became my Bible.
Whilst, with them, I abjured human
writings, and incessantly denounced
the Christian world for having aban-
doned the great Protestant principle:
“the Bible, and nothing but the
Bible;” I read these works more
than the Bible; allowed them to de-
termine my judgment of the truth;
and treasured up in my meraory their
arguments and decisions with a
greater care than I exercised in en-
deavouring to retain the words of the
Holy Spirit. I still studied the
Seriptures—not, however, to improve
my own piety, but to confirm myself
in my peculiar views, and to coilect
arrows to shoot at my brethren.

Of course, the more modest and
spiritual members of Christ’s Church
gradually receded from me: this I
thought an honour, as indicating that
I was too eminent in holiness, and
too strong in argument for them.
Still, I was offended at it, and, almost
unconsciously, made it a reason for
taking a position more decidedly
hostile to them.  This was the case,
especially in reference to ministers ;
so that I attended their preaching
from nceessity, and for the purpose
of marking their ¢ gross contradic-
tions” and * uuseriptural blunders ;”
and, in social life, made them the
hutt of my sarcasms and fulmina-
wns. Now, they were < hirclings
preaching for wages”—then “ man-
made ministers destitute of the spirit’s
qualification for their work.,” Some-
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times they were “ conspirators against
the simple truth and simpleordinances
and worship of the Gospel;” some-
times “ priests, lording it over God’s
heritage to hold up their priest-craft,
and retain the unrighteous mammon.”
It was “their pride and worldliness
which made them cast out of God’s
family the kiss of charity, and wash-
ing of the saint’s feet, and weekly
communion. It was the proud rav-
ing of their carnal reasonings and
human seience, which seduced them
to substitute so many raonstrous
errors tor the plain truths of the gos-
pel.” Thus, I surely thought, without
the slightest suspicion, that my pride
of heart and intellect was my teacher.

1 was, indeed, continually becom-
ing more and more unhappy. I could
tind enjoyment neither in private ex-
ercises nor in public service—neither
among my fellow complainers nor
otherprofessors—neitherin the church
nor in the world. I sometimes said I
was happy. but I feltI was increasingly
miserable, and assured myself it was
the fanlt of others, not my own.
«Oh1 if I could but see the christian
world return to its primitive purity ;
or if I could only find some little so-
ciety of humble believers, with whom
to observe Christ’s simple ordinances,
and with whom to be a witness for
his simple truth, how blessed I should
be!” So I thought, forgetting that
a haughty and uncharitable spirit
wounld make me miserable under the
most favourable circumstances.

In this state of mind 1 continued,
as long as I could find professors
foolish enough to opoose or care for
my censorious declamation; but when
they let me alone, I became a little
sober and silent. At the same time
my comrades in the erusade against
the professing world, differed among
themselves, and evinced not the low-
licst or loveliest disposition towards
cach other: and in their strife
offended me. God also sent family
trouble to admonish me. By these
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means, I was gradually led to think
it possible I might be in error on
some points.  As this suspicion grew,
I began to see what it is most mar-
vellous I had not seen before—that
my vaunted peculiarities had cer-
tainly not conduced to my usefulness,
but the contrary. And so ultimately,
though by a very slow and mortify-
ing mental process, I was led to the
eonclusion, that some other spirit
than the Holy Spirit had been my
prompter.

I sought the cause, and found it
was the very evil to which I had
been ascribing all that I had deemed
heretical and worldly among my
brethren : pride, deceitful pride. 1
prayed and watched against this
nmaster vice, and strove to cultivate
the meekness which dizposes us to
think we arc less than the least of all
saints: nor in vain, I trust. I found
my new course very difficult, and
still find it so; but I certainly have
made sufficient progress in it during
the last twenty vears, to have become
a very different kind of Christian
from what I was before. 1 still
think the professors of the Gospel, in
general, have considerably departed
from the simplicity and spirituality
of primitive piety ; but I see a great
and growing amount of true and toil-
some godliness prevailing among
them ; and, instead of finding fault
with what I deem wrong, I think it

my duty and privilege to endeavour |

to correct it, by rcjoicing in, and
diligently imitating what I deem
right. I still think I ought not to
unite in some practices which my
brethren pursue, or to uneglect some
which they disregard ; but, I decm it
my duty and privilege most cordially
and thoroughly to join and co-operate
with them wherever we agree. I
think scriptural truth is precious in
all its minutest branches, and it is to
be zealously maintained ; but I con-
sider it iny duty and privilege to set
an equally high value on Christian

love, and to maintain it with equat
zeal. I hold the authority of Serip-
ture, to be, in all cases, final and de
cisive ; but I account it my duty and
privilege to view its import compre-
hensively, and in relation to its spirit,
rather than confine my attention te
the letter of certain favourite teats;
and, I conclude, also, that it is my
duty and privilege to hearken to the
voice of God’s works and providence.
as aiding me to ascertain his will in
conjunction with his written word.

Since I have undergonc this
change, I have many reasons to
think I have been honoured as an
instrument of usefulness, and, cer-
tainly, I have been a progressively
happy Christian. I have, with few
interruptions, enjoyed  habitually
peace, passing all understanding, and,
sometimes, have tasted joy unspeak-
able, and full of glory. I do nat,
indeed, attribute my bliss exclusively
to the alteration I have detailed ; bu,
I think, it is primarily traceable to
that, and, at all times, has more or
fess depended on it.

Could I, therefore, have an audi-
ence from my rigid and censorious,
but still mueh beloved brethren, [
would beseech them with the most

' intense importunity, as they value

their own happiness or their useful-
ness in the Saviour’s cause, to suspeet
that they may be mistaken, and, per-
haps, not intallible, where they are
most confident ; to lay aside, at least
for a time, their positivity and readi-
ness o condemn their brethren; to
examine their spirit as well as their
creed; to see if, indeed, their peculi-
arities may nothave stronger vouchers
there, than in the word of God; and
to make it a special object of prayar
to obtain the meek and quiet spirit.
which, in the sight of God, is of grext
price, and which only he honors
with the special teachings of his
Holy Spirit.

And I would say to my younger
brethren : Learn, dear friends, from
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iy case, to beware of censoriousness, |
and its parent, self-conceit—always |
strive to  think others better and }
wiser than yourselves—and never for-
get that, ¢ The meek he will guide in
judgment : the meck he will teach
his way.”

1

S ——
THE GOSPEL MINISTRY.
NO. IV,

It may savour of presumption in the
present writer, to offer any remarks
on the comparative inefficiency of the
ministration of the truth amongst us,
and may seem not @'together warrant-
able to assume the fact. It may he
urged that the ministry is not more in-
efficient a¢ present, as a whole, thau it
has been at any time, even since the
apostolic age, if we should except the
carly days of the Reformation. It
may be urged that even inspired .
apostles met vith partial success, and
often appeared to labour in wvain..
Nay, we may be told that expecta-
tions of extraordinary effects to fol-
low: from preaching, effects vastly su-
perior to what we have been accus-
tomed to witness, are romantic, and
without foundation in the word of
God. Without entering into any
controversy on the subject, or wish-
ing to teach that any minister ought
to expect, that the next sermon he
preaches should be blessed to the true
couversion of all the careless or un-
godly who may hear it, we have
abundant ground, in the humiliating
confessions  both of ministers and
chrches, for offering a few remarks
on the topic now named. It is la-
mentable in the returns made to many
of our associations, to see the indis-
putable evidence with which the tact
it established.  Can no suggestions
be offered which by throwing some
light upon the cause, wmay prepare
the way for the removal of a portion
of the effect? It does not become
us to resolve this matter into the sove-
reignty of God, till we have taken
every means to ascertain that the |
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ase is not in ourselves,  Noris it
candid or reasonable to find the cause
in the defective picty of preachers;
for though there can be no doubt that
ministerial piety powertully contri-
butes to ministerial suecess, yet it is
far from always securing it.

It may be more appropriate to en-
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. quire how far the ministry may be

weakened, by a defective or erroncous
method of presenting gospel truth.
Here a few queries may not be in-
Are men reminded
with suflicient explicitness of the great

cduty of believing upon the son of

God?  Are they tunght that they
can repent it they will, and reminded

. that God can be under no obligation

to make them willing 7 In ¢he prose-
cution of our work, does every ex-
pectation of success terminate upon
the revealed purposes and gracious
Is it
the scope of our preaching to hold up

~the gospel as a dispensation of mercy,

and are sinners invited and exhorted
toembraceit? Do we aim sufliciently
at the heart and conscience, and are
duties mainly enforced by evangelical
motives 7 Do we deliver the truth
with the air of deep convietion? Do
we preach repentance with the an-
thority and tenderness of penitents ?

And then it may be considered how
far the success of the ministry is im-
peded by the false notions respecting
heman duty and  ability, and the
nature of the Goxspel. which pre-occu-
py the minds of hearers.  How many
appear to have been trained up in
the persuasion, that, in regard to
conversion, there is nothing for them
to do but to await some irresistible
influence from heaven!  To convert,
to make themselves new hearts, to
believe upon the Son of God, are
things which they have but scldom
been led to recognise as duties.
Hence, in fact, the careless manner

, in which the house of Gadis attended,
cand the indifference with which the

most solemn statements are heard.
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Sinners do not cry, What must we
do 7 because, in many cases, they
have virtually been led to think that
there is nothing for them to do. Such
individuals may not have been taught
positive error ; but neither have they
heard « the whole counsel of God.”
It is to he feared, also, that the
ministry is less efficient than it might
otherwise be, from a want of co-
operation on the part of the pious
members of the flock.  In the primi-
tive church it is evident that all the
members weie, in some degree, mis-
gionaries. They recognised it as a
duty to use personal exertions for the
salvation of those around them : in
other words, they were zealous in
making proselytes to Christ.  Thus
we read, that when scattered by per-
secution, they went every where
preaching the word. To seek the
awakening of the careless, and the
conversion of such as “err from the
fruth,” are dnties incumbent upon
Christians as Christiaus ; nor can we
reasonably expect any great degree of
prosperity tobe enjoyed by any chureh
where such duties are neglected. Tlhie
mere delivery of a sermon, how-
ever pointed, is likely to have but
little permanent influence, unless fol-
lowed up by more personal endea-
vours. Christians mingling in the
avocations of common life with their
un-conrerfed fellow-worshippers, have
many opportunities of introducing the
important topics of religion, and urg-
ing an attention to its claims.  The
very great success with which some of
our missionary brethren are favoured,
is aseribed by them, under the Divine
blessing, to the zealous exertions of
their members.  If it is too much to
hope m any church for a universal
activity, of so disinterested and holy
a kind, we may at least hope to wit-
ness it in part, when the duty is re-
cognised.  Should even a small por-
tion of the members of a Christian
church be thus disposed, and centinue
in well-duing, it seems impossible to
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doubt happy results. How muci
was not even the apostle Paul in.
debted for his success, to those women
and others who laboured with him in
the Gospel ?

It seems impossible to avoid ad-
verting, in connection with this sub.
jeet, although little practical good
may follow such references, to the
effect of our religious divisions, as
they weaken the power of the minis-
try. They must, it is to be feared,
have this effect, not merely as they
tend to grieve the Holy Spirit, hut
to prejudice acareless world.  Should
the time ever come when Christians
at large manifest more catholicity of
spirit, and especially when the union
of evangelical ministers, in promoting
the great interests of truth and righ-
teousness, shall be so visible that all
must observe it, may we not suppose
that truth would fall with increased
power upon the consciences of men ?
We speak of the different sections of
the Christian church as the variously
attired troops of the same army, and
it is a happy circumstance when this
is the aspect they present. Why
should a real unity, like that of true
Christians, be comnected with the
appearance of opposite aims and con-
flicting interests 7 ¢ One Lord, one
faith, ene baptism,” may be the motto
of a standard to rally in defence of
the commmon salvation—all Christians
holding and exemplitying the great
doctrines of the Gospel. The ap-
proximations to a better state of things
in this respect, which modern times
have witnessed, are highly pleasing,
and excite our hopes for the future,
The day which witnesses any con-
siderable advance in this department
of Christian duty, being an advance
in that charity which is the fulfilling
of the law, will probably be accom-
panied hy some special tokens of the
Divine favour.

It might be expected, perhap-.
that some reference should be made
to those sources of miuisterial ineffi-
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ciency, whichmay be supposed to exist
i worldly religious establishments,
or in the mistakes and ervors of min-
isters themselves. These subjects,
hewever, are either too delicate, or in
their relations too complicated, to be
here touched upon. ‘They are left
w the reader’s meditations.  Mean-
while it becomes all of us, whether
ministers or private Christians, to be
deeply humbled before God. That
the influences of the blessed spirit are
greatly restrained, is sufficiently evi-
dent.  Shall we not seriously search
out the cause P Let 1o one cause be
thought sufficient to account for so
great a calamity. J.D. J.
——

INTELLIGENCE.
ALEXANDER CARSON, A. M.
(CTHOX OF THE¢ CELEBRATED WORK ON BAPTISM,

From this place we proceeded through
county Antrim to Tubbermore, wishing to
have an opportunity of conversing with Mr.
Carsou, whe for many years has been la-
bouring in that village, and whose writings,
eypecially on baptisin, have made him widely
kuown. Tt was gratifying to learn, where-
wer we went, that be is held in very high
eteemn by all parties who know him; a fact
which involves no ordinary testimony to his
excellence, as there is perhaps no country in
which religious prejudices ran bizher than
they do in Ireland—in the Protestant north
as well as the Catholic south.  You will not
expect that I should describe Mr. C. except
iu the general terms, that whatever had been
my ideas of his deep piety, his good sense,
and extensive information, these were greatly
eeeeded by what we found him to be.  He
is not enough known to our bedy. We were
delighted with his urbanity, commuuicative-
nes, and perfect freedom from every thing
like asswnption ; with the strength of a giant,
be is meek, bland, docile as a child. We
obtained, before reaching his place, very in-
teresting information as to his congregation,
chureh, &e. It was deseribed as comsisting
of from 700 to 1000 persons, or very nearly
that number, coming from all parts of the
vicipity,  His church, open in its commu-
nion, has somewhere about three hundred
members in it, almost all of whom, indeed.
are very poor, but they scem, from the re-
presentation made to us, rich in knowledge,
and faith, and spiritual excellence. We
found the good man in a cottage situated
near a bog, on a geutly rising ground, and
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in the midst of fields cultivated, and not
seantily planted with trees, by his own hand.
He has contrived here to bring up a large fa-
mily, consisting now I believe of ten children,
all of whom know and love the Saviour.
Most of them oveupy respectable stations in
society. A friend deseribed to us the services
of public worship in Mr Carsen’s congrega-
tion. 1 believe you know that in the north
ot Ireland the Baptists mostly hold with the
practice of mutual exhortation; Mr. C's peo-
ple do, though it is by ne means constant.
The people assemble from all parts of the
neighbourhood on Lord’s day morning, I
forget whether at eleven or twelve o’clock ;
stch as approve the practice, 1t the opening
of the worship, salute each other with the
kiss of charity ¢ in the name of the Lord,”
a bymu or psalin from the Seotch version is
then suny, Mr. Carson prays, and afterwards
purtions from the scripture are read, one of
which, or sometimes both, becomes the sub-
Jjeet of an expository lecture, of about an hour
and a balt in length. The Lord's supper is
then administeved, snd if brethren exhort,
this immediately follows the hymn with which
the part of the service concludes ; if not, and
this is most commoun, Mr. C. concludes the
first part of the serviee.  An interval then
oceurs of a few minutes 5 the people cannot
go home, they are too far away; they wait
therefore, refreshing themselves somewhat,
till again Mr. C. commences a service like
ours in England, in which he commonly
preaches: both the expository lecture and the
sermon, my informant told me, being dis-
tincuished by sound scriptural acquaintance
with the traths of religion, by deep piety, and
eminent adaptation to feed the listening mnl-
titudes with kuowledge and understauding.
This T could easily believe, from a lecture
which it was our good fortune to hear from
Mr. Carson on the following Lord’s day.
It was distinguished by child-like sinplicity
and transparent piety.  How shall I describe
his place of worship? In form it resembles
the letter T, the pulpit in the back wall being
at the point of juunction; no plaister adorns
its walls, no ceiling indicates the regard of
the worshippers for splendour; at the ends
of the horizontal line ave galleries, the po-
pendicular of the T has been recently added
as enlargement.  The people, many of them,
come shoeless to meeting, of what use would
be flooring ? All is simple as you can conceive,
There are marks of poverty whick I wish the
wealth of some of our English Christians
would enable Mr. C. to remove. One of
Mr. C.’s hearers, employed by the Society
as a reader, is evidently a man of superior
understanding, a tair specimen, I learned, of
the men members of his church.—fter, S,
reeny in the Irish Chronicle,
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POETRY.

Swavnsesa, 1IN Wates.—The Baptist | p. ut\s()fﬂu\, my native country, with a pious

Chapel at York Place, Swausea, under
the superintendence of the Rev C. Thomp-
son, was re-opened on the 12th and 13th
of August, after enlargement by the erec-
tion of new galleries, and other improve-
ments.  The congregations were numerous,
and the collections very liberal. A truly
hallowed spivit pervaded all the meetings,
awakening a lively hope, that as an increas-
ing congregation and manifold tokens ot divine
approbation had led to this enlargment, so
God had purposes of mercy respecting this
“hill of Zion.”

The church has received an aceession of
fifty-eight members within the last nine
months, and several are enquiring with their
faces towards Zion. It is very gratifying to
be able to state that Swansea has been gra-
ciously visited with a large effusion of God’s
Spirit, in which all the dissenting places have
shared.  The tirst Baptist chuveh under Mr.
Stephen has realized a large increase,

DR
THE CIRCULATION OF THE
MAGAZINE.

Dear Brorrer.—I am happy toinform
you that the Magyuzine gives general satisfac-
tion to those who take it in this part of the
country. I have had the opportunity of con-
versing with a good number of your subseri-
bers a short time since, and all, without an
exception, expresed their approbation of the
manner in which it is conducted, and the
matter which it contains. The opinion is
prevalent, that it will be productive of much
good to the Denomination at large. The
only thing concerning it, which is a matter
of regret, is that its circulation is not so ex-
tensive in the churches as the merits of it
deserve.  Would it not be conducive to the
prosperity of the work, that the Publishing
Comumittee should authorize some efficient
agent to travel through the country and visit
every church, for the purpose of coliecting
what is now due from delinquents, and ob-
tain new subscribers?  T'he list of your Sub-
scribers might be augmented fourfold in this
way; aud at the same time some valuable
information might be obtained respecting
the condition of the churches, and the wants
of destitute portious of the Colony.  For my
part I feel, Ideeply feel, for those who reside
in such portions of the country where they
have not the privileges, which are enjoyed by
those who reside in parts more highly
favoured. X am bappy to learn that the
state of the country is beginning to attract
the attention of our brethren in Britain, and
that the means will not be wanting, ere long, |

¢o furnish the churches and the destitute

and efficient ministry.—I am, Dear Brother,
your’s affectionately,
S. READ
Brantford, Sept. 16, 1840.
et ——

POETRY.

“HE EVER LIVETH TO MAKE INTERCIx.
SION FOR Us."
Cease, <ad saint, thy plaintive lays :
Cast aside thy mourning weeds ;—
Rise, attune thy pow'rs to praise,
Since Jesus lives and intercedes,

Boldly to thy God apply =

Tell him all thy various need—
Nothing will he thee deny,
While Jesus lives to intercede,

Lot not guilt thy heart dismay,
Confident for pardon plead ;
He will wash thy stains away,
For Jesus lives to intercede.

Fear not that.thy foes, tho' strong,
Can thy course to heav'n impede :
Thou shalt join the victor's song,
As Jesus lives to intercede.

Why dread Death's empoison'd sting
From his power completely free'd,
‘Thou >halt o'er the monster sing,

“ Lo ! Jesus lives to intercede !

Coase then, saint, thy plaintive lays;

Cast aside thy mourning weeds;

Ri-e, attune thy pow'rs to praise,

‘That Jesus lives and intercedes.
Torunto. W, H.C
————

“ THERE REMAINETH A REST FOR THE
PEOPLE OF G()D."

Heb.
O welcome the hour when no longer 2 billow
Shali roll o’er the bosom and break its repose;
When the tir'd aclung head shall have gain'd a wft

pillow

Of rest, that shall ne'er be bedewed by its woes,

iv.

How drear iz the twilight which round us
hovers;

Whose calin the stern tempest of grief oft invades,

And if haply the future bright scenes e’er discovers

Some cloud soon collects to involve them in hades

O bappy the eye which on visions of sorruw,
Has closed, ne'er again here to open and weep!
O happy the heart which no dread of tomorrow
Disturbs, as in death it does tranquilly sleep !

O envied repose ! —But be hushed my <ad «pirit
A iittle, and suftering and sin shall be o’er:
One struggle remains, and thou too shalt inhent

That manzion of rest on eternity > shore
¥
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THE SOCILTY'S AGENT IN
BRITAIN.

Qur traly laborivus and selfedenying

friend, My. J. Epwarps, of Clavenee, U. C.,, ;

is rendering most important service to the
cawse, by his appeals to the churches in the
mother-country.  Though he has met with
very great difficulties, and suffered long and
severe illness, yet he has been enabled to
excite much interest in behalf of Canada,
and to procure cousiderable pecuniary aid,
As fruits of his generous toil, (for he gives
his time and labour without charge,) upwards
of £150 Sterling have already been trans.
mitted to this country. Ie has also suc-
ceeded in forming several Auxiliary Societies,
which are likely to be of much service, espe-
cially the one formed in Edinburgh, which
has already sent out £30, with the promise
of more in future. Qur aged brother is at
present labouring in Scotland, where he
appears to gain much of our brethren’s atten-
tion and favour. It is his purpose again to
visit different pares of England, for the
furtherance of his vhject; and then to return
in the spring to this land of bis adoption, for
whese spiritual good he has toiled with all
the energy and af:ction of a father.

But while we acknowledge the benefactions
of our British fellow-Christians, we must
Hithfully aud affectionately remind the friends

| of the cause in this land, that they must do
their best to help themselves; for in propor-
tion as they sincerely manifest their concern
for the cause, by contributing for its support,
will they secure the sympathy and liberality
of the churches in the tatherland.  Canadian
Baptists ! let the bounty of your brethren
provoke you to love and to good works.

e

A DEVISER OF LIBERAL THINGS.

It is with no ordinary pleasure we record

o the numiticence of Josern Guryey, Esq.,

of London, who, in addition to a large
annual subseription, has sent out books and
tracts, worth more than £30 Sterling, as
presents to the Theological Institution, to
students, and to ministers. < And the bounty
of this ardent well-wisher to Canada is more
worthy of admiration, sinee be possesses no
personal interest in the country, vor in any
way derives pecuniary advantage from it.
Alas! how rare are such men!
e

A MISSIONARY VISIT TO GOD-

MANCHESTER.

BY MR. A. GILLIES, STUDENT.

As it regards evangelical preaching, this
section of Lower Canada may be said to be
destitute. I do not mean by this, that those
who occasionally visit the people are not
evangelical, but that their visits ave so rare,
that it may in truth be said of them, they are
a people destitute of the preached gospel.
The Rev. Mr. Dobie, of Huntingden, has
preached to them a few times the past year.
I am not certain that there have been any
others who have favoured this people with
their stated or occasional visits, in the capa-
city of preachers. I had the pleasure of
spending the second Sabbath in July with
them ; and although I did not arrive until
Saturday evening, we had a crowded meet.
ing on the Sabbath, of attentive and interest-
ing hearers. There is, at preseut, a very

tlourishing and interesting Sabbath School
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in aperation in the place, established hy Miss | (being the second after my arrival) T preached
Phebe Finch, about two years since, The | twice,—once in Drammond and once in
management of the school has nearly all de- | Beckwith, Through the week, I preached on
volved on this zealous and worthy sister, and | the confines of Drummond and Beckwith,
it certainly is conducted with the greatest | These weelly meetings, with the exception of
propriety.  Many of the children are yauths | one, were held after dark. It was affeeting
of 15 or 18, one of whom was baptized a | to see so many, after bearing the burden aund
few months since, a very promising young | heat of the day, (being the heat of harves)
man of about 18, In this section, there are | coming n cousiderable distance to hear in the
seven Baptists, who are, at present, in con- | night; and I am net aware, that there way
nection with the Baptist church at Fort | a meeting on a week day evening, from
Covington, New York, as it is the nearest, | which the people retived after it was through,
though at a distance of about twenty miles, | but some of them lingered often until morn-
The rest of the inhabitants are mostly Protes- | ing. I seldom could retire to rest before two
tants, with only o few French DPapists. or three in the morning. I often overbeard

Trom this, westward, as far as the juoe- | them whi»periug,n “ When would there be
tion of the boundary Yine and the St. Law- | ttother meeting ?

rence at St. Regis, a distance of twenty or The Sabbath following, T preached in a
twenty-five miles, there ave but two preachers, | school-house, partly between Elmsly and
a Kirk minister, and a Baptist Hcentiate, Drummond, and three times throush the

week 3 twice in Dremmond, and once in
Beckwith, Mr, M*Laurin arrived in ime
to attend the last of these, when he spoke in

This portion of Canada, if not as exten-
sive and important as some other destitute
parts, is still sufficiently so not to be for- . A
gotten, and its claims disregarded. May it the Galic, agreeably to the request of sume
then shave largely in the prayers and efforts of the prople.
of the friends of Zion, that the precious souls On the Subbuth following, he accompanied
who ave ready to famish, may be saved from | me into Drammond—an appointment Laving
the ravages of a ¢ famine, not of bread, ner | been given ont the preceding week,  Buth
of water, but of hearing the word of the | spoke to a large congregation. The people
Lord.” > insisted upon having another meeting on the
et evening of the following Monday, as they

knew that we meant to leave immediately;

MISSIONARY LABOURS IN THE ! .ng though I travelled six miles alter dark

BATIIURST DISTRICT, that evening, in order to be where I Jeft my

horse, intending to leave on the mortow, {

BY MR, P. M'DONALD, STUDENT. could not refuse their request.  That wasthe
most affecting meeting of the whole

Mauy were concerned about their suuls,
The general ery was, “ Comne over and help
us.”  May the Great Head of the Churdh
bimself look upon their dustitution, and mdhe
provision for them, by sending oue, whe, s
au instrament in his haud, shall waen ine

The first place that I visited was Elmsly,
where there ave a few bretbren, who meet
regularly on the ¢ first day of the week,” and
ave organised as a church, having usually
fourteen commuuicants, occasionally nine-
teen. I preached at the pastor’s house on a
week day evening, :m‘d accot‘npa'uied ifim O | Lenitent sinners to * flee from the weath fo
Sabbath to another Township, iu which .}xc came;” and who shall edify those who have
preaches once a month, when a respectable | 310 g through grace, by building them up
number was present. They were very at- oit their most ?mly Taith °
tentive ; and towards the close of the service, )
several were affected, and some went away This region has since heen visited by our
in tears, zealous brother MPriarx, who was signally

Y praceeded next towards the centre of { owned of God. An account of his laboms
the Settlement, and attended two prayer- | shapd appear next month.
meetings; when the people urged, on each
accasion, to bave preaching. At one of R

them, I saw some in tears: one or two of - .
¢hem waited with a few others unti! a late THE HALDIMAND BAPTIST

hour, desiring to hear about things pertain- ASSOCIATION.
ing to the kingdom of God. The twenty-secand yearly meeting of this

The same week I visited Carleton Place, . . )
and held o meeting; but it heing a week | DOy s f“’m at Brighton, on the 3rd,
day, and so busy 2 season of the year, only | 4th, and 5th of July last. Fraw the

a few attemdud. on the Sabbatk following | Minutes, we copy the followiug table, which
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shows n clear inerease of forty-nine members
during the fregoing year,
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REVIVAL IN TUE TALBOT
DISTRICT.

Woonstocx, October 5, 1840,

Dear Sir,—All the ¢ children of the
Kingdom" feel a deep interest in whatever
relates to the henor of their King, or the sae-
ces of his word,  That petition, *Thy
kinglam come,” so far as its meaning relates

TALBOT

to the perfect accomplishment of all his pur-
poses of saving merey, s oft repeated; nay, |
dwelbnlmost constantly upon the lipsofevery X
warm-hearted Christian,  Hence the thrill |
of delight we feel when we heay of the exten.
sion of this kingdom in any of its borders,
or the strengthening of it in any of its divi-
sions,  Distance of place can havdly interfore
with these joys.  Oceans and coutinents may f
stretch between, yet in a mement we are |
there, * beholding the order™ of our bre- !
thren, and ““ rejuicing in the steadfastness of
their faith.”

Whose heatt, for instance, has not kindled
upan reading the aceouuts of the Kavens,
that interesting and favoured prople, upon
whom the Lord is so abundantly pearinyg out
of bis Spirit. Tell me not that they are
untutored savages. I hail them brethren,
1 feel myself deawn to them by the tenderest
ties. Talmost envy their honored teachor,
Kincaid, his station, and long to share it with
him. Nay, I do share in it, by * siriving
together with him in my prayers.”

And when we listen to the wveteran
Kuibb, pleading for his emancipated negroes,

our hearts obsequiously obey the impulses
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given to them by the stenins of his power=
tul eloquenice.  When he exhibits the cru-
elty of their enemivs, and proves their heart-
less perfidy towards them, we all simulta-
neausly vy, shame! When, by uuquestion-
able facts, he throws back upon their false
aceusers, the vile slanders with swhich they
had assailed them, and exhibits to us the
Joveliness of their regenerated character—led
on by their religion toward the refinement of
vivilization and the ¢ beauties of holiness,'
we instinctively reach forth eur arms to em-
brace them as brethren.  And when the
massy iron yoke that had galled the neck of
his brather, was torn away and thrown con-
temptuously upon the ground, the shout of
triamph that then ascended, and the theill of
hope that was felt, died not away when the
assembly dispersed from Exeter Hall. No
they have crossed the Atlantic. 'We have
felt the delight of the one, and have joined
in the enthusiastic burst of the ather,——and
they will go on, reverberating and thrilling,
till a voice shall be heard by all, even by our
American brethren themselves, a voice of
antherity aud power, that shall secure obe-
dience to its own mandate: ¢ Undo the
heavy burdens, break every Yok, and let
the oppressed go free.”  And again, when he
pleads for his African Mission, and points to
the hapes of suceess with which bis schemes
are surrounded, and describes the instraments
that Gad has alveady prepared to carry them
into effect, and tells of the readiness, nay,
the uncontrollable impatience of his own pee-
ple to be engaged in the blessed work ; and
finally, when he assures us that the enter-
prise will be attempted, and that immedinte.
ly,~who dues not almost wish (1 confess
without a blush that I de) for the blessing
of a black shin, and the honour of an African
birth or parestage, that he might join the
noble band, and he amony the fiest to unfurl
the banver of redemption on the bavhs of the
Joliba?

Thus do our hearts naturally mingle with
the hearts of our brethren in every part
of the waorld ; and the increase of faith, and
the eulargement of love, and the kindlings of
zend, which we all ohtain through this com-
munion with the saiuts, are only limited by
our knowledge of their affairs, Your Ma-
gazine is desigued to furnish us with this
knowledge, and it is very well answering the
design of its establishment.  And yet there
is a defect in it. I kaow not whase fault i€
is; but it plainly s not your's, The work
carries proofs with it, that its conductors
spare no pains, or even expense, to make it
acceptable and useful.  The defect ta which
T allude is, the little domestic intelligence it
contains. It often, indeed, brings us joyful
news from far countries; but what are the

DISTRICT.
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churches doing at iome? Is there nothing
doing in the Zjon of God in Canada worth
relating ? or are we all willing to eat our
morsel alone, and so withhold our commu-
nications and cheat our brethren out of their
share of the feast? T fear that the latter
supposition is sometimes true. Indeed, in
some instances, I confessit true ; but though
true, it is not right. The church has a right
to all this information, and she needs it.
‘When an eminent apostle bad completed along
and successful mission, there being then no
press to convey religious intelligence through
the churches, he returned and assembled the
brethren, and ¢¢ rchearsed to them in order
all that the Lord had done by him.” And
why should we not avail ourselves of the
great advantages we possess in a Christian
press, and fill the church with joy, by com-
municating {rom time to time what God is
doing among us?

I rejoice, Sir, that I have it now in
my power to communicate some infor-
mation of this kind. A most precious
and extensive werk of Divine grace is now
going on in the Talbot District, extending
from Waterford to the Lake, and embracing
several Townships and villages. The in-
habitants of much of this region have been
noted for the apathy they manifested, and
the indifference they felt, in the things of re-
ligion ; and still, in their outward lives, they
were alimost all moral, upright, and decent,
Their hearis, however, appeared intently set
on acquiring wealth, which, in their beauti-
ful and fertile country, appears to lie directly
in every man’s path. They had no car for
the Gospel, and no heart to receive its spirit-
ual benefits. Thus, a moral dearth was
blighting the land, and under its withering
influence an entire generation was rising
up, aud another was sinking down into the
tomb ; and among them all there were few,
very few, that cultivated any very deep or
abiding concern for the things of cternity,
But a great change has come over that
people. There are now hundreds of hearts
in that region, broken and pierced with a
sense and knowledge of their sins, and over-
whelmed with fears; and perhaps other
hundreds, who have recently passed from
such a state, have found peace in belicving
in Jesus Christ.

I bave lately made several visits to that part
of the country, and, at the earnest solicitation
of the brethren there, bave spent in all about
twenty days with them. We held a series
of meetings at' Waterford, which continued
about ten days in succession. ‘The power of
the Lord was present to heal. It was not
uncommon, when an invitation was given,
to sec from thirty to fifty anxious souls press-
ing forward with, ¢ What shall we do to be

JAMAICA.

saved ?” and ¢ Pray for us,” written, as it
were, on their vety countenances. And we
saw many finally rejoicing in the Lord.

The number that has been brought to
know the Lord must be very considerable. I
only witnessed the work in oue or two small
neighbourhoods, and but for a short time,
Previous to last Sabbath, (since when T have
not heard) Brother Goble had baptized thirty-
six,  Several more were expected to follow,
Brother Ryerse, three or four weeks ago,
had baptized fifteen, and Brother M¢Connel
several.  Fifty (perhaps more) had joined
the Methodists; and the work is still pro.
gressing.  Let all who read this account pray
that it may go on, till every part of our land
is covered with a flood of glory. T am, dear
Sir, most respectfully your’s, &c.,

W. H. LANDON,

T write this in great bodily weakness, T
would write more, but am not able. Should
I recover my health, and any thing fucther
of an interesting nature transpire, you shall
hear from me again. I hope some of the
brethren on the spot will communicate with
you on this interesting work. W. H. L.

[Our excellent friend is quite justified in
regretting the scantiness of domestic intelli-
gence in our pages; and he is quite right in
aseribing it to a lack of suitable communica-
tions. He has our fraternal thanks for his
most interesting contribution ; and has set
an example worthy of being followed by all
our friends. We hope that henceforth thowe,
who are favoured with the visits of the
quickening Spirit, will communicate to our
readers the joyous intelligence, that they may
not be chargeable with the selfishness of
¢ eating their morsel alone.”—Enp.]

s

JAMAICGA.

Our readers will doubtless be glad to peruse
the following items of intelligence concerning
this Island; and we are happy to acknow-
ledue the reception of a parcel of the Baptist
Ierald and Friend of Africa, a weekly
newspaper published by our missionary
brethren. From it we hope to be able, hence-
forth, to furnish ample and interesting in-
formation to our friends.

CONDUCT OF THE EMANCIPATED NEGROES.

TWe some time since had occasion to make
a few observations ou the violent and unjust

proceedings towards the Rev. Mr. Ward, one
of the Baptist Missionaries in Jamaica, a
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well as on the vile misrepresentations which
a cerctain portion of the Press seems willing
to propagate, on every matter connected with
the interests of the cmancipated negroes, or
with the arduous and disinterested exertions
of the Missionaries in their behalf.  'We were
therefore delighted to find in Her Majesty’s
speech from the Lhrone, an the prorogation
of Parliament in August, the high and une-
quivocal testimony which she bears to the
conduct of the coloured population in Jamaica.
Her Majesty's language is: ¢ The conduct of
the emancipated negroes throughout the West
Indies has been remarkable for obedience to
the Jaw, and a peaceable demeanour in &ll the
relations of social hfe.” Here then i: the
testimony of the highest Magistrate in the
realin to the good conduct of these hitherto
abused and calumniated people.  The secret,
hwwever, of so truly wonderful a fact as the
universal peaceable demeanour and obedience
to order of nearly a million of slaves, just
loosed from cruel and degrading bondage, is
found in the constraining pewer which the
Gospel of Christ has exercised over them,
under the prudent and exemplary direction
of his ministers. Where in modern or ancient
times can be found a more striking exempli-
fication of the sanctifying influence of the
genuine doctrines of religion, or where shall
we look for so strange and sudden a change
of a grossly ignorant, immoral, and almost
brutified population transformed in a few
short years into an orderly, peaceful, and hap-
py community ?— Halifux Christian DMes-
senger,

ST. ANN'S Bay.”

The following statements come from Mr.
Ansor, the Missionary at this station :

During the past year 157 were added to the
church at St. Ann’s Bay by baptism; 4 were
received, 2 died, 1 was dismissed, and 2 were
excluded.

To the church at Ocho Rios 49 were added
by baptism ; 6 were received, 1 was restored,
1 died, and 1 was excluded

! To the church at Coultart Greve 53 were

" added by baptism ; 59 were received, and 1
wasrestored. None were removed by death,
and 1 only was excluded.

The clear increase at all the stations is 222
members; the total number of members 826,
and of inquirers 1399. 133 couples were
united by marriage; and 657 persons became
subscribers for Bibles, the greater part of them
for family Bibles.

A church has not yet been formed at Sta-
ey Ville, but 148 persons’ names are enrolled

: on the list of inquirers; and I have occasion-
ally administered the ordinance of the Lord’s
Supper to the members at present attached

to Coultort Grove,
district,

The total number of children in our day-
schools is 253, and in our Sunday-schools
1243,

The foundation-stone of our new chapel at
Ocho Rios was laid on the st of June; and
the building, which is neat and substantial,
80 feet by 40 feet, was opened for public
worship on the 7th and 8th of December.

The Mission premises at Stacey Ville, in
Clarendon, were set apart for the worship
of God, by brother Reid, on the 7th of July.

Thus has our merciful God enabled us to
provide additional accommodation for those
who desire to sit under the sound of the Gos-
pel, and to lend our feeble aid in promoting
the trinmphs of the Cross,  He has mercifully
blessed us with uninterrupted peace: a spirit
of harmony and love has prevailed at all our
church-meetings, and characterized ou. inter-
course with each other; and we are left to
mourn only that we are not, individually,
more fully conformed to the mind and will
of our blessed Redeemer, and to pray for a
spirit of unreserved devotedness to his service
and glory. Pray for us, dear sir, that we
may grow in grace, and in the knowledge
of aur Lord and Savieur Jesus Christ.

T cannot omit recording, with feelings of
lively gratitude, that another year of freedom
has passed away, without any of those evils
occurring which our enemies predicted would
be the result of emaucipation. Peace and
prosperity have invariably attended a kind
and equitable system of management. There
has not been, to the best of my knowledge,
one person, in connexion with the churches
under my care, convicted of any crime; not
one vagrant; not one who would rather beg
than work ; not one who has applied to the
parish for relief; and, I believe, most of my
brethren can say the same.  These are pleas-
ing features in the history of a newly-eman-
cipated peasantry, and to their instructors
form a delightful source of encouragement,—
Baptist Missionary Ilerald,

who reside in ihat

BROWN'S TOWN, 5T. ANN'S,

On Sunday, June 7th, the ordinance of
believers’-baptism, in conucction with the
above station, was administered in the Sea
at Pear Tree bottom, by the Rev. Messrs.
Clark and Dutton.

Mr. Clark commenced the service by
singing, after which he read some portions
of Scripture refercing to this ordinance, and
on them ably maintained his position as a
Baptist, and with Christian candour and
goad feeling contended that those who advo-
cated Infant-sprinkling had ueither Scrip-
tare precept nor precedent in their favour.
Mr. Dutton prayed, and then addressed the
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candidates on their privileges and duties,
and carnestly cautioned them against worldly-
mindedness and apostacy feom the cause of
God. 'They then went down iuto the water,
both ministers and candidates, and 170 per-
sons were baptized on a profession of repen-
tance towards God and faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ; a very large assembly were
present to witness this interesting service,
and all seemed to realize the solemnity of the
scene, and to act as though they felt that
God was present with them.—Jamaica Bap-
tist Herald.

MOUNT HERMON, ST. THOMAS IN THE VALE.

On Sunday morning the 7th June the or-
dinance of baptism was administered by the
Rev. R. Moerrick to thirty-five persons in
connection with the Baptist Church at this
station, under the pastoral care of the Rev,
J. Clarke.

A number of spectators were present, and
evinced by their earnest attention the jnterest
which they experienced in witnessing this
solemn ordinance.

The congregation that attended the ser-
vices of the day was su large, that though
booths were crected arourd the temporary
Chapel, mauy were compelled to stand in
the open air. It is, however, pleasing to be
able to state, that in a short time ample ac-
commodation will be afforded to the nunbers
who are daily flacking to this station to hear
the words of eternal life; a Chapel 74 feet
by 48, and 24 high (so as to admit galleries)
being now in the course of building.—Ib.

GURNEY'S MOUNT, HANOVER.

On Saturday, the 13th June, sixty-nine
persons put on & public profession of faith in
Christ by attending to the ordinance of
Christian baptism, they were subsequently
received into full communion with the Bap-
tist Church meeting at this Missionary sta-
tion, under the pastoral care of the Rev. E,
J. Francies.—Ib.

GERMARNY.
EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF MR.
ONCKEN.

We would call attention to the following
narrative, which cannot fail to remind the
reader of the troubles in apostolic times, and
in the days of the blesssed Non-conformists.

Jan. 18, 1840.—The owner of thelittle ves-
sel, who on various occasions took us kindly
down the river when the ordinance of bap-
tism was to be administered, called this

evening and offered himself as a candidate
for the same. I have louked upon this man
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as changed in character for a considerally
time, and of the duty of believer's baptism
he was convinced long ago, but false views
as to his qualifications have prevented him
from rendering obedience to Christ’s com.
mand sooner,

27.—The attendance was last night till
more numerous; many new faces present,
among them the husband of one of our mem.
bers, who during the last five years has left
nothing untried to induce his wite to give up
her profession. Iler great decision and
faithfulness ave already pactially rewarded,
He is already quite friendly to us, and
his request a number of our members, in.
cluding me, were invited to spend an even.
ing at bis house, I have heard that he was
well pleased with our company. Five new
applicants  for admission tickets, called
to-day,

Feb. 1.—This morning our dear sister
Z— Urought me the joyful news that her
husband (alluded to Jan. 27,) was now su.
ing for merey at the feet of Jesus.  Wewept
together for joy, and then kneeled down to
ascribe glory to Him who can, and whoe has
in this case, chanzed a heart of stone into a
heart of flesh. The enmity manitested by
this poor sinner during the last five year,
can hardly be described. He has pleaded on
his knees with his wife to give up her re.
lizion—he has stood over her with a kuife,
to stab her if she would not comply,—but in
vain j—our beloved sister vemained as firm
as arock., The Spirit of the Lord strength-
ened her to endure all with meekuess and to
dread nothing. I shall never forget the af.
fecting scene at her baptism. It wason a
cold day in April. When she had comeup out
of the water she prostrated herself before the
Almighty, and with uplifted hands implored
him to make her faithful even unte death.
The Lord has heard and answered. Her
husband was induced by her entreaties to at-
tend at our place of worship for the first time
Jan. 27th, when I preached from Johm iii.
3. The discourse, as he states, made little
impression on him. On the Wednesday
following he attended again, after much en-
treaty of his wife ; the sermon had no effect
on his mind. We had on that evening a
church meeting preparatory to the Lords
supper. As the Lord would have it, I gave
that evening a very solemn exhortation to
the church, on self-examination. Ta all
this Z. was listening outside without our
knowledge, and this was the appointed means
to strike conviction to his heart. He waited
till the meeting closed, when he asked one
of our brethren to accompany him home,
and when he had reached his dwelling, he
said; “Now K—, it is all over with me.”
Br. K. remained with him till midnight,
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pointing out to him the way of salvation.
If the conversion of this sinner proves to be
genuine, of which I cannot doubt, it will be
another striking comment on the words of
Paul in Rom. ix: *“So it is not of him that
willeth or runueth, but of God who showeth
merey.” My soul is filled with wonder,
love and praise. Oune such display of sove-
reign grace compensates for a thousand re-
yilings from the world.

March 25.—~Have been at the police office.
A complaint had been made against me and
br. V. by a citizen, for seducing oue of
his sons to leave the Lutheran community.
I was questioned if it was my intention to
baptize the person alluded to. I replied in
the affirmative. I had to hear some bitter
things from the person who examined me.

This case, though it will probably cause us
much trouble, is highly interesting, and just
shows, that opposition to the gospel, and es-
pecially persecution, will, if its subjects ave
of the right stamp, only promote its growth
i the heart.  The case is simply this: Ouve
of our brethren became acquainted with the
young man in question, He found him a
youth who feared God, but who nveded one
to show him the way of God more perfectly.

Our brother began to visit bis parents, and
in their presence he stated what he and we
hold to be scripture doctrine. The parents
and other members of the family were so
much pleased swith the first interview of our
brother, that they requested him to renew
his visits, and our brother did so. In the
meantime one of their sons had begun to at-
tend our preaching and carefully examine
the New Testament on the points of differ-
ence between us and the Lutherans, and was
fully convinced that he had been quite in the
dark as to Christ’s command to all believers
to be baptized. 1lc also got a clearer view
of the doctrine of free grace, and was graci-
owly delivered from the spirit of bondage,
under which he had labored. The conse-
quence was, that he decided to join us. As
he felt exceedingly happy in the acquisition
of the truths referred to, he was probably not
quite so prudent as might have been desirable
inadvancing them. When his parents dis-
covered the change in his sentiments, and
his intention to join us, they were enraged.
They sent for their different relations, who,
when they had come, did not employ the
most gentle means to bring our young friend
back from his * heresles.”  When this proved
fruitless, the minister was sent for. The
consequence of this interview was, that when
the minister had left, a younger brother de-
clared, that as the learned pastor had not even
attempted to sustain himself from the New
Testament, the truth must be on the side of
his brother, and that he should go with him
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to his place of worship. This enraged the
parents still more, and they applied to the
civil authorities to prevent their joining us.
Both the youug men swere taken by police
officers from their homne, and escorted to the
stadt-haus, where they were detained for
five hours, and threatened with hnprison-
ment, &c., but in vain. The Lord was their
strength,  They boldly confessed their faith
in Christ, aund told the authorities, * You
may take off our heads, but we shall never
give up our faith in the Saviour.” They were
then permitted to go home.

27.—Received an order from the police
not to baptize the Kirsings, (the name o the
two young men alluded to,) or any other per-
son belonging to this place, either on Ham-
burg or other territory, on pain of being,
without fail, forthwith imprisoned.

28.—IIad another threatening injunction
from the police, not to conduct any religious
meeting nor to pacticipate in the same, on
the same penalty as iu the preceding prohi-
bition. It appears from this that the author-
ities are in earnest to attempt to suppress us.
May the Lord stand by us in the trying hour,

29.—Lord’s-day. 1 was fully prepared
for the prison to-day, as I shall never desert
the standard of the cross, to which I have
sworn eternal allegiance. In the morning
I did not attempt to preach, but commenced
expounding Acts iv., as I expected every
moment the police would break in upon us.
All, however, went off quietly, and we were
greatly blessed in meditating upon the above
chapter, the contents of which were so much
adapted to our circumstances.

Of course we expected for a certainty the
unpleasant visit in the evening ; but again
the Lord was better than our fears ;—the ser-
vice closed without any interruption. Most
of the members assembled again for prayer,
at different places, later in the evening.
About thirty brethren and friends met with
me at a member’s house, where we pleaded
our cause before the Lord.—merican Bap.
Missionary Mug.

.
CEYLON.
BAPTISM AT COLOMBO.

The following extract from The Colombo
Observer, of Jan. 15, 1840, will be perused
with pleasure :—

On Sabbath day last, we had the pleasure
of witnessing one of the most heart-cheering
spectacles that, in this heathen land, can be
presented before the eyes of a Christian, anx-
ious for the conversion and salvation of his
fellow-men, and the spread of the glorions
and life-giving gospel of his Redeemer. We
allude to the admission into the church of
Christ by baptism of seven individuals, who
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had Leen rescued by the power of divine grace
aund the blessing of God attending the efforts
of the missionaries, frum a state of absolute
paganism, or the no less pitiable and far more
dangerous condition of nominal Christiauity.
Previous to the ordinance being administered,
a sermon in .Portuguese, suited to the occa-
siun, was preached to a crowded and attentive
congregation, in the Baptist chapel, Slave
Island, by Mr. E. M‘Carthy. Theceremony
was performed by the Rev. J. Harris, accor-
ding to the primitive aud apostolic mode, the
candidates going ¢ down into the water,”” and
“ coming up aguin” after Leing baptized, or
dipped, by the minister of God, in the name
of the Father, the Son, and the Ioly Ghost;
thus preserving the force and beauty of the
emblem used by the sacred writer, and the
existence of the analogy between being buried
with Christ in baptism, "and 7ising again;
and dying unto sin, but becoming alive unto
holiness. Before entering the lake, after a
hymn had been sung, Mr. H. delivered a
most powerful and awakening addresy in the
open air to a large assainblage, which had
come together from various motives to wit~
ness the performance of this rite, in a man-
ner which to many of them doubtless appear-
ed singular and novel, but which was attend-
ed with a degree of awful solemuity, that
must have deeply impressed the minds of all
present, and induced them if they came to
scoff, to remain to pray. The preacher
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from Mackenzie School excited peculiar in
terest, and attracted attention, not ouly fro
his position as the very first (we believe o
this Litherto despised und degraded race wh
had been, in this manner, admitted into
the exalted privileges of Christianity; b
from the evident and deep impression whig
the truths of the gospel had made upon b
soul, his countenance beaming with such in
telligence as showed it to be the index of
mind filled with peace and joy unspeakable,
and the hope of eternal glory. Well might
the preacher, in admitting the outcast Rhodia
into the communion of the church, dwell
upon the superior excellence of Christianity,
which alone, by its mild and gentle power,
is sufficient to break down the barriers and
obliterate the distinctions, which proud, up-
civilized, and irreligious man has erected be.
tween himself and his fellow. Indeed, o
more >pirit stirring and gratifyirg sight can
scarcely be imagined. ¢‘In England,” as
was remarked by the inissionary, ¢ they talk
much of such scenes, and with deep interest;
but, oh! what would they not give to par-
take of the high privilege which we enjog,
of seeing the heathen coming unto Christ as
the doves fly unto their windows?”

We are led to believe, that what we wit-
nessed on this occasion, is but the harbinger
of goud things to come. The dawn of &
brighter day see.ns breaking, and the Jua
dows and clouds of darkuess and idolatry, o

dwelt but slightly upon the difference that { sin and superstition which bave long brooded

exists among Christians of various denomi-
nations on e subject of baptism, addressing

over and enveloped this beautiful isle, seem
destined soon to roll away and be dispersed

himself more particularly to the hearts and | before the bright beams of the Sun of Righ

consciences of his hearers, and urging upon

teousness, who even now riseth above th

them, by the comsiderations of the shortuess ; moral horizon, with healing in his wings.

and uncertainty of life aud the nearness of
eternity, the necessity of immediate repen-
tance and belief in the Lord Jesus Chbrist.

As the strains of the speaker’s voice, who | great and good work prosper;

seemed almost inspired by the awful impor-
tance of his subject, rose clear and high upon
the noontide air, while the calm and silver

lake lay glittering beneath the fervid rays of | upon his thigh, and come and take

the bright-beaming sun, and the feathery

branches of the palm-trees scarcely rustled | every thing that exalteth itself agaiust bi
in the gentle breeze,—imagination trans- | be cast down; may Budhism perish, a

ported us to the far off land of Palestine,

and for a time standing upon the banks of | blessed period soon arrive, when all in thi

the high swelling Jordan we seemed to be-

hold him who was as ““ the voice of one cry- | Christ, from the least even unto the gr

ing in the wildcrness, prepare ye the way of
the Lord, make bis path straight;” and we

|
|

The Lord seems to have bared bis
and in an especial manner to have blesse
the efforts of his servants lately. May th
mayg th
Spirit of God be poured out abundant]
may the gospel have free course aud be gl
rified; may the Saviour gird his sw

sion of his inheritance! Mlay idolatry a

may devil-worship be abolished! May
land shall know and believe in the name

—when no other name shall be honoured,
and no other worship acknowledged, bat

heard the Baptist, as of old, addressing the i that of the Lord Jehovah, the Saviour-God!
vast multi.ude who flocked to him o bc bap- i Then, indeed, may highly-favoured Ceylon
tized, onfessing their sins, *“Who hath , be termed, in the laoguage of truth, 1""{
waraed vou flee from the wrath to come ? | poetry, ¢ The Eden of the sea—the paradise
| of the Eastl”

Bring sorth therefore fruits mect for repen-
tance !

The cardidates for haptism stood | =
by the preacher, among whom a Rhedia | CAMPBFLL & BECKET, PR

TEES.
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