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Ganadian Juwdependent,

VoL XIX. TORONTO, MAY, 1873. No. 11.

- PREPARATIONS FOR THE UNION MEETING.
el Bt
Wednesday, the fourth of June, is drawing near, when the Congregational

Union of Ontario and Quebee will meet at Brantford in its yearly cunvocation.
No doubt the expectant hosts hive already begun to make ready. We hear ru-
mours of the renovatio.i of the ¢hurch)building, the upholstering of the seats, and
other works involved in setting the house in order. Domestically, alsv, doubt-
less, but we forbear and withdraw our masculine feet from this forbidden
ground ! We would call emphatie attention to the request of the Brantfurd pas-
tor, for full and timely information from those who will expect accommodation.
Last year, it will be remembered, after the meeting, the chairman of the Mon-
treal Reception Committee addressed us a letter with similar complaints. Even
thoughtlessness in such a matter is a breach of Christian courtesy to thuse who
take so much pains to make their visitors at home.

The Union Committee, which was charged with specially important duties in
relation to this meeting,—the remodelling of the entire order of proceedings, has
been deprived of the guidance? of the Secretary, Rev. W. F. Clarke, in conse-
quence of his engagements at Chicago. The result of their meeting on the 29th
April, we expect to announce in the latter pages of the present number.

There have been discussions during the year in relation to the mode of admitt-
ing and receiving members of the Tnion. We do not know whether the subject
will come up jin shape for action at Brantford, but it is most prubable that it
will. It will require the most careful deliberation.

The Statistical Secretary, in 1872, had to make grievous complaints of that lack
of returns from sn many quarters,§ which made his summaries so defective and
misleading. These figures are of great value, at home and abroad. If frum any
carclessness —in itself reprehensible—in the keeping of Church Records, the de-
sired particulars are not to be got at very easily, a little pains would secure them.
Sometimes, perhaps, the facts are so unsatisfactory that there is a little shame-
facedness about revealing them ; but the truth should come out ; the brethren
have a right to know it. We trust that Mr. Barker will have a better report to

make for 1872-3.
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The INDEPENDENT will again claim the special attention of its friends. A new
editor has to be found, and the enlargement of the circulation must be pressed.
Of these matters, however, the proprietors will speak at greater length, either
hereinafter or by a special circular to the churches. We would only bespeak for
their communications the earnest attention and the prompt and vigorous co-opera-
tion of our readers universally. The power of this periodical to help the body
and the several churches has never yet been fitly developed. All our interests suf-
fer from this neglect.

Of our general organizations, the (late) Widows and Orphans’ Fund, with its
new name and new scope, will demand more of time and thought than it has been
wont to receive.  The materials for such consideration are amply furnished, and
in good time, in our present issue. Let them have thought beforehand, and
time at the meeting.

The annual meetings of the Missionary Society and of the College are always
important, and always interesting, and will be at least as much 80 on this occasion
as on any previous one. The letter of the College Secretary, on another page, is
very suggestive. The missionary balance sheet will be anticipated with interest,
to see how far the Canadian income has supplied the place of the £50 reduction
in the English grant. It will be remembered that another £50 will be deducted
this year. The Act of Incorporation will need formal adoption by the Society.

The Indian Mission, as appears by documents now also published, is entering
on another phase of its existence. Let the minute of the Board be carefully
read by “all concerned. The future of this work seems more auspicious than
heretofore.

What can the CHurcHes do to prepare for the Union Meeting ? ¢ Much every
way.” 1t would be a sad mistake for them to think that these things concerned
only the ministers, or might be left to a few officials and committee men.

They can {think over these things. There is not one of the matters above
mentioned, that is not of interest to the entire brotherhood, and that would not
be dealt with more advantagevusly if intelligently cunsidered at the Jocal meet-
ings of pastors and deacons, and of the churches. Apathy is worse than the
stormiest controversy.

They can send some of their best men as delegates to the Union. . No church
should be unrepresented. While old friends are always welcome, we doubt the
wisdom of sending the same delegates year by year. A delegate often learns more
by attendance at one such meeting than by reading reports for years. His own
presence does good to ‘the rest, even if he be silent. He may do good service in
discussions, and on committee. He can add to the interest of the devotional ser-
vices, if a Godly man. It is much to know each other by face as well as by name.

They can make a liberal collection for the Union funds. It will be wanted this
year. The place of meeting is $2 west of the centre—that being Toronto, of
course—and travelling expenses will be so much increased. Besides which, we
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happen to know that there are arvears unpaid from {872. The printing of the
noew edition of the Trust Deed will involve a special and immediate outlay, though
that will be reimbursed in time. These two items will absorb $100.

And, finally, they can pray for this meeting.  Above all our wants, in the way
of money and of plans, we need the gift of the Holy Ghost. A body like ours
has next to nothing in the way of hereditary prestige, attractive forms or social
rank., Our very polity demands a high spiritnality. A religious revival would
cure all our complaints. Our brethren in England ave yearning for this blessing,
and it is beginning to fall upon them. We can have no better hope for the Brant-
ford Union Meeting of 1873 than that it be *“a time of refreshing from the pres-
ence of the Lord.”

PP
- —gp——

THE CONGREGATIONAL PROVIDENT FUND.

Our old friend, the ‘‘ Congregational Ministers’ Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund
Society,” having contracted a matrimonial alliance with that promising stranger,
¢ The Pastors’ Retirving Fund,” and both parties having agreed to merge their
respective names in the compact title of the® Congregational Provident Fund,” it
becomes our duty to introduce ** the happy pair” to the wide circle of friends and
connections and friends who meet at the table of the Cavapray INpePENDENT.

The banns were proclaimed at the Union Meeting of 1872, besides which, a
license was procured from the Legislature at Quebec ; the terms of the marriage
contract have been scttled by the lawyers; and the union only awaits forma
ratification by the family council, and the blessing of the Church.

Dropping all metaphor, however, we have to call attention to the following
draft of by-laws of the reorganised Fund, which we can do the more briefly, in-
asmuch as we entered into the matter at length in August, 1872, and a letter
appears in our present issue—to which we divect special attention—from the
respected treasurer of the Society.

Under the existing by-laws, the rates and annuities are subject to revision
every five years, dating from 1863 ; consequently, the Board are in order in pro-
posing the alterations suggested under those heads, and others notified in 1872
They were authorized by the last annual meeting to submit & scheme for a Pas’
tors’ Retiring Fund, and to obtain the necessary powers from the Quebece Legis-
lature. In the following schedule, the fruit of their consultations is submitted.

‘We observe that some further amendments are proposed, which, not being in
cluded in ‘* Rates and Annuities,” or notified at last meeting, must stand as
notices of motion till 1874 :— such as the reduction of Life Membership subscrip-
tion from 850 to $20 ; an omission in section 2 of by-law iii.; additions to section
1and section 3 of by-law iv. ; and section 4 of by-law newly numbered xiii.,
which introduces a new principle.

We would direct the special attention of our men of business, as well as of min-
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isters, to the by-laws under the head of ‘ Retiring Ministers’ Fund Branch,” viz.,
xiv. to xviil. As to the pecuniary calculations involved in fixing the rates of sub-
scription, the annuities, and the minimwm of capital, we must take these on trust,
and are in every way disposed to do so, asthe trustees have throughout shown
themselves 80 oxtremely carcful in their figures.

The difficult point of the basis on which allowances should be made, is solved
by adopting both the *‘ equitable” and the ‘‘charitable ” principles. We are
not prepared to move any amendment to this. It will probably cover every case.

The only point, indeed, which occurs to us needing more precise definition,
and as possibly involving future difficulties, is in by-law xvi., section 1. Cases
will arise under the phrase, ““resign the active duties of thejministry,”—wherea
minister has ceased to be pastor, professor, or missionary, though preaching occa-
sionally, or has become an agent of a general society, or (for some other reason
than ill-health) hus been out of pastoral service for a number of years, though in
it at sixty-five, and his right to * equitable annuity ” may seem good to him and
his friends, but not so good to the Society. True, the latter has absolute power
in the case as ‘‘ the sole and sufficient judge ;” but, on the one hand, ministers
will want to know their precise position, or they may be prevented from subscrib-
ing, and, on the other, the Society would be injured by many cases of difficulty
arising. But while we candidly point out the need of fuller definition, we do not
know that we can supply it. This has always seemed to us the most ticklish
part of the entire schewe to frame satisfactorily to all.

It is worthy of consideration, whether the payment of a ** lump sum,” at one
time, by a minister, or his people on his behalf, should not constitute him a life-
member, in lieu of annual payments. In England this is done for £10. Of
course this would have to be subject to continuance in the ministry, in good
standing, and in the Dominion.

‘We trust that the resonrces of this branch of the Provident Fund, and of the
other also, may so increase, as to allow of double the present annuities being
given. The trustees are compelled to limit them to the present small amounts.
Benevolent individuals, by gift or legacy, and churches, by annual contribution,
could soon enable them to devise more liberal things.

We now leave the proposed by-laws to the consideration of our readers, con-
gratuling them on the wise action of the trustees, which has given the opportu-
nity for this leisurely review.

BY-LAWS OF THE CONGREGATIONAL PROVIDENT FUND.
e Adopted at a meeting of the Board of Directors, April 10th, jor
recommendation to the Society.
GENERAL BY-LAWS.
1.—MEMBERSHIP,

1. As Beneficiary Members. — Ministers duly received by the Society, and
retaining their membership in connectjon with either fund in accordance with

its By-laws.
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2. As Life Members.—Any persons not being Beneficiary Members, who shall
have paid to the fund Twenty dollars at one time.

3. as Annal Members,—Churches collecting for the fund, to be represented 24
the Annual Meeting, or at any special meeting held in the year following the
g?ymﬁmt of their collections by one delegate, who shall not be a Beneficiary
Member.

IL.—ADMISSION OF BENEFICIARY MEMBERS.

L Any Congregational Minister in British North America who is in good
standing in the denomination, and the pastor of a_Congregational Church, or a
Missionary, or a Professor in the Congregational College of British North America,
may be admitted as a Beneficiary Member of either branch of the fund by a ma-
Jority of four-fifths of the members present and voting by ballot at the next
annual meeting of the Society ; or by a majority of four-fifths of the Directors
present, at any meeting of the Board ; subject however to confirmation on the
same majority, by the Society at its next ensuing annual meeting.

IITI.—TERMINATION OF BENEFICIARY JMEMBERSHIP.

L. Any Beneficiary Member not an annuitant ceasing to reside in British North
America shall thereby lose beneficiary claim on either fund, but the amount of
his annual subscription to the Widows’ and Orphans’ fund shall be placed to the
credit of his family under the condition of Article No. 13 then to accumulate with
Interest at tho rate of six per cent per annum until his death, when it shall be
paid to such person or persons as may be lawfully entitled to receive it.  Benefi-
ciary Members of the Retiring Fund, ceasing to reside in British North America,
shall cease to have beneficiary claim, but may in special cases receive reliof from
the fund to the amount of their subscriptions to the fund.

_ 2 Any‘Beneﬁcim'y Member leaving the ministry, or the denomination, or ceas-
ing to be in good standing, shall thereby forfeit all claim upon the fund.

IV.—READMISSION OF BENEFICIARY MEMBERS,

1. Any member, returning to British North America (if permitted to resume
his connection with the Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund) shall pay all arrears and an
additional annual rate of 20 cents per annum for each year of his absence and
the amount accumulated to the credit of his family shall relapse to the fund.

2. Any member resuming his connection with the Pastor Retiring Fund shall
do 50 on conditions to be arranged by the Directors.

3._Any Beneficiary Member a widower, remarrying, shall be required to inform
the Directors of his wife’s age, and if in their opinion the risk to the Fund is
thereby increased, shall be liable to pay such an increase of his annual subscrip-
tion as will cover the proportional increase of hisfrisk.

V.—MEETINGS.

1, An annual meeting of the Society shall be held at the same time and place
as that of the Congregational Union of Canada, at which a report from the Directors
and the Treasurer’s accounts shall be presented, Directors elected for the ensuing
year,d new members admitted, and any other general business of the Society tran-
sacted. .

2. Special meetings of the Society may be held at its pleasure, expressed at
any meeting thereof, or at the call of the Directors.

3. Beneficiary Members in connection with either branch of the Fund shall be
entitled to attend and vote at all meetings of the Society.

4. Incase ofa Division, a majority of two-thirds shall be necessary to constitute
a vote.
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VI.~~MANAGEMENT.

1. The fund of the Society shall be held and managed by a Board of ten Dir-
ectors, (five to form a quorum,) residing in or near the City of Montreal, to be
elected annually by the Society. '

2. The Directors, when elected, shall, from their own number, choose a Chair-
man, Deputy-Chairman, Treasurer, and Secretary, and may make such standing
rales for their own guidance (not being inconsistent with the Act of Incorporation
and its amendments or By-Laws), as they may deem needful, subject to the ap-
proval of the Society at the next annual meeting.

3. They shall also have power to fill vacancies in their own number, shall be
eligible for re-election, and shall hold office until their successors are appointed
and assume their duties.

VIL—INCOME AND INVESTMENTS,

1. The Funds of the Society shall be derived from annual Church Collections,
suhscriptions, donations, and legacies, the rates paid by Beucficiary Members,
and the proceeds of investments.

2. The amount received from church collections, or otherwise contributed for
the general purposes of the Society, shall be divided, half to the Widows’ and
Orphang’ Fund, and half to the Retiving Ministers’ Fund ; but money contributed
from any source, and spe ‘ally designated for either fund, shall be so applied.

3. The fund shall be invested only in undoubted sceurities, to be held on the
Society’s behalf by the Chairman or Depuly-Chairman and the Treasuver in the
name of the Incorporated Society.

4. Any investumient or transfer from one investinent to another shalli be made
only with the written consent of membors of the Finance Committee, or by vote of
the Board.

5. The Treasurer shall give such sccurity to the Board for the funds in his poss-
ession, as they may from time to time require.

VIII.—DISPUTED CASES.

In the case of any dispute avising between Benelficiary Members or annuitants,
and the Directors of the Society, each party shall choose an arbitrator, and these
if necessary an umpire, whose decision shall be final.

IX.—REVISAL OF RATES AND ANNUITIES.

The mmount of the rates of premiwm and annuities shall be reconsidered at each
fifth annual meeting, reckoning from that held in 1863, and should any re-adjust-
ment be needed such re-adjustment shall not be deemed to be a violation of good
faith by any parties whatsoever-

X.—ALTERATION OF BY-LAWS.

The By-Laws of the Society may be enacted. amended or vepealed at any
annual meeting, provided that notice to such effect has been given at the previous
annual meeting.  But this shall not apply to the case provided for in By-Law 1x.

v WIDOWS’ AND ORPHANS’ FUND BRANCH.
Xf.—WIDOWS’ AND ORPHANS’ FUND.

1. From the fund heretofore belonging to the Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund
Society, the sum of ten thousand dollars shall be set apart as an endowment for
the Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund Branch, the interest only of which shall be avail-
able toward the payment of annuities.

2. The balance of the Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund together with subscriptions

i ——a ———
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of Be})eﬁciary Members and available proceeds of church collections, subscriptions,
legacies, &c., with interest, and the interest on the Endowment Fund, shall be
placed to the credit of an account to be called the Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund,

%1(1 slhall be available for payment of all annuities as prescribed under By-Law
o. 13,

XIL-—BENEFICIARY SUBSCRIPTIONS,

The following shall be the scale of rates payable annually by Beneficiary Mem-
bers of the Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund Branch :—

1. By those received under thirty years of age, and by Alumni of the Congre-
gationnl College of B. N. America, subscribing within twelve months from the
date of their ordination, eight dollars.

a i?] By those received over thirty  and under fortylyears of age, ten
ollara,

1 i’;l By those received over forty and under (fifty years 'of age, twelve
ollars, :

4. By those received over fifty years of age, at such special rate as may be .
agreed upon by the Society. ;

5. Beneficiary Members who shall have paid 30 annual subscriptions ; and in
any case after reaching the age of 70 years, shall bereleased from further payment .
to the fund, but shall still retain beneficiary claim. !

6. Allsubscriptions to be payablesemi-annually onthe first of January and July,
and if not paid within three months, to be subject to a fine of one dollar. 1f not
paid within twelve months, due notice having been given by the trustees, the
;ninéster so in arrears shall be held to have withdrawn from connection with the
und.

XII.—ANNUITIES,

There shall be paid from the funds of the Society to the families of the Benefi-
ciary Members the following annuities :—

1. To their widows for Jife or until re-marriage, one hundred dollars

2, To their widows for cuch son under the age of 16 years, and for each daughter
\1!n'(ll<lzr the age of 18 years, twenty dollars, but forty dollars for the youngest
child.

3. To guardians on behalf of orphans, forty dollars for the youngest, and thirty
dollars for each other child, until they attain the ages mentioned in the preceding
section, provided nevertheless that the Directors shall have power to delay such
payments to guardians until they arc satisfied thaat they will be properly applied.

4. It shall be competent fo- the Society, on recommendation of the Directors,
to make a special grant to the widow or orphans of any Congregational minister—
not & Beneficiary Member.

RETIRING MINISTERS’ FUND BRANCH.

XIV.—BENEFICIARY SUBSCRIPTIONS.

The following shall be the scale of rates payable annually by Beneficiary Mem- i
bers of the Retiring Ministers’ Fond. l
1. By those received under thirty years of age, and by Alumni of the Congre-
gational College of British North America, subscribing within 12 months fifom |
the date of their ordination, four dollars per annwm. !
2. Those received over 20 and under 35 years of age, five dollars per annum. |
3. Those received over 35 and under 40 years of age, six dollars per annum. !
4. Those received over 40 and under 45 years of age, seven dollars per annum. |
5. Those received over 45 und under 50 years of age, eight dollars per annum. ‘
6. Ministers over 50 years of age shall be received only on such terms as the |
Directors may agreed to. 1
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XV.—EQUITABLE FUND.

£ The sulbscziptions of ’-’;\-;?f?ﬁ?:;;ry Mcmbers shall be placed to the credit of an
account to be called the “-Equitable Fund,” together with proportion of interest
derived therefrom.

XVI,—EQUITABLE ANNUITY.

1. Beneficiary Members of this branch hiving attained the age of 65 yeurs, and
having thrcugh infirmity been cumpelled to resign the active duties of the mims-
try, shall be entitled to an annuity of $100 for life, payable quarterly, from the
Equitable Fund ; but should there be any good orsufticient reason why it should not
be paid—of which reason the Society shall be the sole and sufficient judge—it
shall not be paid, anything in those by-luws to the contrary notwithstanding.

2. Tt shall be competent for the Society, on recommendation of the Directors,
to increase the annuity of any Beneficiary Member by a special or annual grant
not exceeding the sum of $100 per annum additional, and said grant may be made
for life by regular vote after 12 months’ notice given at any annual meeting of the
Society. .

3. It shall be competent for the Society for special reasons to make special or
annual grants to members who have not attained the age of 65, and such grant
may be made for life by resolution after 12 months’ notice given at any annual
meeting of the Society.

4. Should the income of either the Equitable or Charitable Fund not be
sufficient for the payment of annuities for which it is liable, it should be right
and proper for the Society to make such reduction pro rata on all annuities as
will cover the deficiency, anything in those by-laws to the contrary notwithstand-
ing.—See Clause 2 at end.

XVII.—CHARITABLE FUND.

1. The proportion of charitable subscriptions, donations, legacies, and church
coilections available shall be placed to the credit of an account to be called the
Charitable Fund, until the sum of one thousand dollars is secured, the interest
of which only shall be available for grants or annuities.

2. After $1000 is secured, one half of said subscriptions, collections, &c., shall
be reserved to constitute an Endowment Fund, until the sum of $5,000 has been

- gecured.

3. The other half, with the proportion of intereat due to this account, shall be
available for grants or annuities ; bnt should the income in any year exceed the
disbursements of that year, the surplus, after allowing a small balance for contin-
gencies, shall be added to the Endowment.

XVIII.—CHARITABLE ANNUITIES.

1. The Society may from the Charitable Fund make special or annual grants to
any aged or infirm Congregational minister, labouring in B. N. A., though not a
Beneficiary Member.

9. Should the Equitable Fund not be sufficient for the claims of annuitants, it
shdll be proper to supplement that Fund from the Charitable Fund.

Parliamentary process has been suggested as one, way of getting rid of old ser-
mons. The minister who delivered the same discourse three times was told by
one of his hearers, ** Sir, your sermon having been read a third time, I move that
it be now passed.”
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THE NEW TRUST DEED.

At the Union Meeting of 1871, a draft of a new form of Blank Trust Deed for
Congregational churches in Ontario was submitted by the Union committee, and,
after referonce and amendment, generally approved, power being given to a special
committee to revise and settle its terms in detail and issue it in printed form
But as some provisions of the deed were made dependent on the proposed mcor-
poration of the Missionary Society, and that was not effected till the last session
of the Legislature of Ontario, the amendments were submitted to the TUnion in
1872. Tho deed is now ready for publication, and copies are expected to be ready
for use by the time the Uuion next meets.

For the information of all concerned, therefore, wo think it advisable to give an
outline of the changes adopted. Let no one think these a matter of form, or of
dry legal detail. Those who framed these amendments, did so under a deep
sense of responsibility, feeling that the peace, purity and prosperity of many a
church might be involved in their deliberations. Let the results’he so considered
by those who now receive the fruit of their labours,

The new deed was prepared under theprofessional advice of C.S. Patterson, Eaq.,
Q. C., who had given especial attention to instruments of this nature, according
to the instructions of the Union. The draft prepared by counsel was revised by
the Union commiltee, submitted to the Union, referred to the Business com-
mittee, and finally approved as above stated. It is to be hoped that, with all
this care, the deed will fully answer the purposes intended.

The changes in the new form of deed are as follows :—

1. The citation of the Act authorizing the holding of property by religious
societies ‘s conformed to the numbering of the consolidated statutes.

2. The uses for which property may be held arc enlarged, so as to take in
parsonage and burial ground, the support of public worship and the propagation
of Christian knowledge. There is a fixed opposition on the part of the Congrega-
tional Union and the churches it represenis, to any holding of land by ecclesias-
tical corporations for purposes of revenue, but inasmuch as the existing general
statute does not limit the quantity or value of the property, this provision covers
the renting of a parsonage for a year, or the partial letting of a church, and adding
the proceeds to the general funds of the church.

8. The new form makes ‘ the Congregational church of ————" a party to
the deed, and introduces the trustees only as representing them. The former
deed made the trustees parties, the church being referred to afterwards. This
way of putting the matter is more correct on the face of it, and may give the
church, what it ought tohave, more complete control over the property and the
trustees,

4. The former deed assigned the land ¢ for the site of a chapel for the use of
the members of a Congregational church, maintaining a church discipline and
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doctrinal principles in harmeay with those of the Congregational or Independent
Dissenters who formed the Congregational Union of England and Wales in the
year of our Lord 1831.” Tn the new one, these words ar2 added to the above,
“ as the said doctrines and principles are set forth in a ¢ Declaration of Faith,
Church Order, and Discipline of the Congregational or Independent Dissenters, in
the year 1833.”” This is the restoration of a provision which was contained in an
carlier edition of the Blank Deed.

5. As before, trustees must be members of the church holding the property, if
a church exist ; they may resign, or the church may Temove them from office.
But in the new form, instead of their election being ordered to take place
‘¢ according to the recorded rules and regulations ” of the church—we doubt if one
church in fifty has ¢ such recorded rules and regulations,”—it is provided that
the vacancy may be filled at the church meeting by which it is declared to exist,
or at une called by notice from the pulpit during divine service on the two pre-
eeding Sundays for the purpose, a majority of the members present having power
to act in all thescecases. The provisions, giving *¢ the subscribers to the mainten-
ance of public worship in any chapel erected upon the said lands,” the powers of
the church as to the property, in cases where the church, as such, no longer exists,
are continued in the new form. '

6. In cases where public worship is not maintained, it is provided that meetings
of the church or subscribers for the above purposes, are to be called by a notice,
signed by a trustee or any five subseribers, and put up on the church door and in
a conspicnous place in the nearest post-office, for at least une week.

7. One of the most iinportant provisions of the new deed is that which provides
for the assumption of chapel sites by the Canada Congregational Missionary
Society, in the event of there being no church or subscribers, or the disuse for
three years continuously of the use of the property for Divine worship by any
Congregational church. In that event the Missionary Society may appoint
trustees, let or sell the lands, and apply the proceeds to the purposes of the
Society, restore the lands to the use of the same or any other Congregational
church in the same place, or ¢ otherwise deal with and dispose of them as they
shall deem proper.” There are already some cases, and there may be more, in
which a church has ‘“died out,” and there is no hope of its revival, but the
property is tied up by the deed to the use of that church, and can only be other-
wise applied by a special Act of Parliament. But no one may feel interested
enough in the matter o apply for such an Act, nor may the purpose to which the
proceeds of any sale should be applied, be very manifest. This new clanse
provides for the case. No organization can more appropriately become heir or
residuary legatee to @ deceased church than the Missionary Society, which has
probably fostered it in its early years, which is supported by the parties who
generally aid in paying for church property, and which is specially charged with
the work of Congregational church extension. In order to the exercise of these
powers, il Missionary Society has been incorporated by the Legislature of

)
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Ontario. After the provisions of the deed had passed the Union in 1871, they
were communicated to the Missionary Society, which approved of the same, and
appointed a special committee to act on its behalf in obtaining an Act of Incor-
poration. That Act conforms generally to those obtained by the Congregativnal
College and Widows’ Fund, which set forth the objects of the suciety incorpor-
ated, and left them free to make their own rules. 1n those two cases, however,
the corporations are forbidden to hold Jand, except for their own use or occupation.
In this of the Missionary Society, it is to be authorized to acquire the disused
church sites, but must dispose of them within seven years.

8. The provisiouns for selling a site, in order to secure a more eligible une, are
omitted, as being already inc'nded in the statute.

9. The deed is hereafter to be printed on paper only, in folio form, instead of
one broad sheet ; and two copies, with instructions, will be sold at three dollars

per set.
We need hardly say that the provisions of the new deed will not apply to
properties held under the old forms. v

We cannot let the opportunity pass, of urging all parties who have to do with
such matters, the necessity of the utmost care and correctness in transactions so
important. A good lawyer should always be employed, instead of an amateur
conveyancer. No title at all doubtful should be accepted. The deed should he
procured and registered at once, and nothing left open out of which future
difficulties may arise. The carelessness often manifested in these things is hardly
less than ciiminal. )
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}
‘“ PROSY SERMONS.” ‘

How often we hear that remark passed on a discourse that has cost a pastor
anxious hours of thonght. He may have been many years in the same place, and ;
as he enters his study, the question that has been troubling him for some time |
returns with overwhehning force,—\What shall I give my people next Sabbath ?
If T give thom an old socrmon they will know it 2 What text shall Isclect? There
are plenty from which to choose, and after finding one, another question arises,—
How shall T treat this subject? and how clothe it in Ianguage that will suit
my several hearers, s me of whom are so fastidious? Were it a time of revival
it would not be so hard. But it is a time of coldness; no life in the church ; the
majority go but to be pleased. The minister is but a mortal man. The petty
cares of life press hard on him as well as his people ; he cannot always banish
worldly thought and cave when he would. But you say, * He ought to rise above
such things, to practice what he preaches.” How can he, when his people, by
their svorldliness, their lack of interest in spiritual matters, and most of all their
lack of earnest believing prayer, drag him down to their ownlevel 7 Some pray
for their pastor, that the word preached may be felt to be God’s message, and
listen, not as to a pleasant song.  They do not call the sermon ““ prosy.” _

But what wonder, that they, who seldom ask God’s blessing, or if they do,
only in set phrases they have used for years, find sermons dull and prosy? Only
let your minister know that his people arc praying for him, what a difference it
will make ir. his feelings as he retires 1o his study. Some think if they pay a
minister a good salary that he has nothing to complaia of, and he must do every-
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" thing. lIt's an easy way to get money ; pity they conld not try it themselves ;—

then if the church does not fill up, it is his fault. Had we not better havo a
change ? That is what you say, but listen to what others in the same congregation
think,—‘“ [ don’t wonder that our church does not fill up, some of the people are

" so stiff and unsociable ; they are divided into sets, who think themselves ahove

PO

common people who have to work with their hands for their daily bread. If they
want money, they can speak to you free enough; but meet them on the street,
they don’t know you from a complete stranger. I may go or stay away, just as [
please ; they never enquire what has become of me.  In fact, I would not go at
all but I like the minister, and I know it is not his fault.” Ministers have often
to hear this complaint when they visit the poorer class of their congregation.
Now, I am not a minister, neither, I am thankful to say, a minister’s wife, (if I
were there would likely be a small row) but I have heard such things time and
again, and if you think our pastor is getting prosy go and tell him plainly, not
whisper it round or let itrcome to his ears anonymously, and wound his feelings.
Could we nct help make our minister’s sermons ! furnish him with texts ? and fill
up the empty pews ? If we were to tell him our troubles as far as practicable, of
a temporal nature as well as spiritaal, would not that furnish him with a subject
for next Sabbath’s discourse, and while it suited your case, may not others feel the
same, and return home lifted for a while above their troubles? And if there are
some whose path in life is comparatively smooth, who have not to toil for daily
bread, and therefor® know nothing of the many' hardships those who do have to
contend with, let them take a deeper interest in their poorer brethren and sisters

| —those who ask not for charity, but Christian courtesy. Dex’t leave your pastor

to speak to the strangers who occasionally drop in. How easy it would be for a
gentleman to say, even to a perfect stranger, “ Glad to see you here, hope it will
not be the last time.” There are plenty of ways if one only had a mind to try.
If we really wish to see our churches prospering, we must have more prayer for
the pastor. He is aman of like passions with ourselves, and if “ Moses ” needed
to have his hands held up by ““ Aaron” and “Hur,” surely in this time when
religion is fashionable we need men and women of prayer. Pray not only for
your pastor, but the young members of the church, who are surrounded with
temptations that to you would be no temptation. Is it so long since you were
young and just setting out in the Christian life, that you have forgotten how you
looked up to those who had borne the heat and burden of the day as examples?
How it cheered you when an aged Christian encouraged you. Rest not satisfied
when the young are gathered into the church, but try to build them up in our
most holy faith, by precept and example—* praying always with all prayer and
supplication in the spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and sup-
plication for all saints,” and especially for those ‘‘ who minister unto you in holy
things.”
A Lapy HEearzr.
Grumbleton, Western Ontario.

WHAT WE NEED.
BY A CONTRIBUTOR.

Not more of your money, so much as more of you. There is always money to
be had, someway, for Christian enterprises. But we want men. And here arises
a difficulty :~—2 man says, “‘If I had only been a Christian whenI was a young
man, Iwould have gone to college, and fitted myself for the ministry. Butitis
too late now.” And so—he daes wothing. That is, he gives some of his money,
and s little of the waste-hours of his time, (after every business call is attended
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to;) but he gives nothing of himself ! And we would find it difficult to advise such
a man, if we had to follow his method of looking at things. But we propose to
ask him to look at owr method :—in fact we will write him a letter ; and it shall be
follows :—

My pEAR FRIEND,—You have been for eleven months in every year, for the
past twenty five years—to my certain knowledge—dceply immersed in business.
You have gained property, influence, ease, independence, (at least these are all
within your grasp, if you would take them,) but you are wearied. You need a
rest: not inaction; you, with your active habits, would die under that ; but
you want some change from this treadmill round of business. You must have it.
You are talking of retiring from business ; you ave talking of going to the country ;
and you are talking of taking next year for travel. Now, can’t you give next
summer and winter to Christ ? Just act as if you were a * minister,” in trying to
save souls. Give far more time to those benevolent works, where your name
stands on the Committee. Devote your whole time and energies to Christian
work. I need not suggest particulars. 1 have heard you eloquent on these
things. Take one whole year’s vest thus from business; and you will find it
the most blessed year of your life ! You have gained wisdom and experience—
you know how to deal with men—men would listen to you in their houses, pro-
bably better than they would to us: for they accuse us of bethg * professional.”
You would not have as many heart-aches as we, in finding. distress we can only
condole with, and can do little to relicve. You don’t need to take the vow of
any ‘‘ religious order,” for if you don’t succeed in the work, you can (with the
MASTER’S leave,) retire from it.

Try it, my dear friend ! and you will then have solved for yourSelf the great
problem of lay help in the church’s work ; and if at the end of a twelvemonths
the solution is not quite reached, let us hope the Master will spare you to try it
longer.

1 am,

-

Your Pasror axD FRIEND.

MONOSYLLABIC POEM ON WORDS.

The following Jcurious illustration of the power of short words in the English language
was written by Dr. Addison Alexander :—

Think not that strength lies in the big round word,
Or that the bricf and plain wust needs be weak :
To whom can this be true who once has heard
The cry for help, the tongue that all men speak,
‘When want or woe or fear 1s in the throat,
So that each word gasped out is like a shrick
Pressed from the sore heart, or a strange wild note
Sung by some fay or fiend! There is a sirength
Which diesif stretched too far or spun too fine,
Which has more height than breadth, more depth tLa1 leagth,
Let but this force of thought and speech be mine ;
And be that will may take the sleck, fat phrase,
Which glows and burns not, though it gleaw an i shine :
Light, but not heat—a flash, but not a blaze.
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Nor ig it mere strength that the short word boasts,
It serves of more than fight or storm to tell—
The roar of waves that clash on rock-bound coasts,
The crash of tall trees whea the wild winds swell :
The roar of guns, the groans of men that{ die
On blood-stained fields. It has a voice as well
For them that afar off on their sick-beds lie,
For them that laugh, and dance and clap the hand
To joy's quick step, as well as grief’s low tread,
The sweet, plain words we learn at first keep time,
And though the theme be sad, or gay, orgrand,
With each, with all these may be made to chime
In thought, or speech, or song, or prose, or rhyme

@bituary,

MISS JANET BUDGE, OF NEWMARKET,

Died on the 7th April, Miss Janet Budge, second daughter of Mr. Alexander
Judge of Newmarket, aged 27 years. She had been for a_considerable time the
victim of pulmonary consumption, from which she endured much suffering with
few lucid und cheorful intervals for about the space of 8 months. During the
later half of this period she becamne entirely prostrated and powerless, and as her

i earthly tabernacle rapidly went down, in the same proportion did the spiritual

temple of her mind, buill of the elements of the divine spirit, seem to grow up.
For some time before her death she gave utterance to many longing desires to de-
part and to be with her Lord God and Saviour, expressing at the same time her
forebodings of the anguish and sorrow, which by the event of her death would be
inflicted on her parents and her remaining brother and sister and friends. Her
funeral sermon was preached in the Congregational Chureh, on the 13th of April,
at Newmarket, from Luke xxiv. 26, and Rev. vii. 14,—*“ The necessity of the
death of Christ for us and the necessity of afilictions and death to his disciples,
that they might be with him.” Miss Budge was much esteemed and respected,
and the church was crowded to excess.—d. S.

Faterary  Hotrees,

He makes a strong argument in favour

]

The Congregational Quarterly (Boston:
American Congregational Union) for
April has come to hand in good time,
and is an interesting number. Among
the articles is a paper on ¢ A Belief in
the Endless Punishment of .the Wicked
an essential Prerequisite to_the Oxdina-
tion of a Minister,” read before the An-
dover Society of Alummi, by Rev. D.
Merriman, of Norwich, Comnecticut.

of his position. An article on “ Meet-
ing-houses,” ecspecially of the cheaper
sort, with illustrations, would ! ¢ useful
to many in Cagada. *‘Thomas 3Kem-

pis and his Times ” are dealt with in a |
manner showing careful historical re- :

search and spiritual sympathy, by Miss
Mary E. Atkinscn, daughter of Rev.

Timothy Atkinson, once of Quebec, but !
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now of Norton, Mass. Miss Atkinson’s
poetical contributions to various news-
papers have been read with great appre-
ciation, and we are pleased to see, in
this number of the Quarterly, a notice of
a volume of her compositions, ¢ The
Architect of Cologne, and other poems.”
(Boston : D. Lothrop & Co.) She has
the true *¢ gift ” of poesy.

A Supplement to the New Congrega-
tional Hyman Book, prepared by a com-
mittee of the Congregational Union, is
announced by Hodder and Stoughton
for May.

A new book on The Reformation,
written up to the latest lights, and free
from the unhistorical though fascinating
partisanship of D’Aubigné was a desi
deratum in our ecclesiastical literature ;
and it has been supplied by Professor
George P. Fisher, of Yale. (New York :
Scribner, §3.)

Many of our readers know in what
tasteful style Mr. A. D. F. Randolph, of
New York, issues collections of sacred
poetry, and with what skill the selections
thewmselves are made,—** The Changed
Cross,” for example. Another volume
of this class is Christ at the Door, in
which Miss Susan H. Ward has gathered
materials on the touching theme from a
wide range of sources, in various langua-
ges, under the headings, *¢ Christ knock-
g - s Door, *‘ Christ a Guest.”

The Houschold Whittier is the taking
title of the latest edition of the Quaker
poet’s writings, including the ¢ Pexnsyl-
vania Pilgrim.” (Boston : Osgood, $2.)

The Works of Charles Sumner have
been published in the lhighest style
of the typographic act, under the revi-
sion of the author’s own hand, in seven
volumes. (Boston : Lee and Shepard,
8vo. $3 per vol.) In our Britis? ears,
the echo of the eloquent speaker's voice
that has lingered the longest, is his vio-
lent philippic against English *“ neutrali-
ty,” in the American Senate, which up-
set the Clarendon-Johnson Treaty.
But let not this make us insensible to
the high merits of this accomplished
scholar, classical orator, and fearless
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champion of liberty— almost martyr in
that good canse in those dark days
when so few dared to avow themselves
as on its part.

Another volume of the Park Street
Pulpit, and a second of the Music Hall
Sermons, both by Rev. W, H. H. Mur-
ray, (Boston: Osgood, $2.25 and $1.50,)
have made their appearance. Mr.
Murray is in Boston what Beecher is in
New York, the ** Star Preacher.” He
is a tall, fine-looking man, still quite
young, with nothing of the clerical
about his appearance, a passionate lover
of horses and field-sports, spending most
of his week on his farm in Connecti-
cut, reading a written sermon in the
morning, giving a “‘talk ” in the after-
noon, and preaching to a miscellaneous
crowd in the Music Hall on Sunday
evenings in winter. Heis, in most re-
spects, very old school in doctrine, yet
no one gives harder raps to some ortho-
dox beliefs, and especially to some or-
thodox people and their doings, than he.
He is not a finished scholar, and his style
is disfigured by cccasional coarseness,
yet he holds that critical community by
the ear. For he is a man, self-poised,
fearless, and outspoken ; and he has a
message to deliver, which has got to be
delivered, come what may. Read him,
ministers and people; you will often
quarrel with bim, but he will do you
good.

The papers contributed by Dr. Daw-
son, Principal of McGill College, Mont-
treal, to the ¢ Leisure Hour,” under
the title of The Ewrth and Man, have
been also issued in a volume by the Lon-
don Tract Society. Such a book should
have a special interest for Canadian
readers, alike from its local authorship
and its able treatment of questions of
the day.

In the great conflict now waged, inso
many forms, against the Supernatural,
by those who constitute themselves the
high priests of nature, it is a service
to those who would fain hear both sides
and know the truth, but who have not
leisure for elaborate investigations, to
furnish them with a compendious view
of the subject, in a spirit that appreci-
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ates real scientific discovery and, ab the
same time, reverently accepts divine re-
velation. Such a work has been per-
formad by Mr. John R. Leifchild, A. M.,
(we believe, a son of the late Rev. Dr.
Liifchild,) in a work styled The great
Problem : The higher Ministry of Nature,
viewed in thelight of Modern Sciense, and
as an «id to wdounced Christion Philoso-
phy. (Reprinted, New York : Patnam.)

Almost anything that Canon Liddon
writes, is suve tv be worth readins. He
is one of the princes of the English pul-
pit; a valiant defender of the faith
against the special evrors of the day, by
arguments evidently as honest as they
are strong, and vitalised moreover by
an intense personal devotion. He isa
high, a very high churchman, but not-
withstanding such aberrations, renders
splendid service to the common faith.
His volume of Lent lectures on Svme
EBlements of Religion is vepublished by
Scribners, of N.Y. It contains dis-
courses on the following vital themes,—
The Idea of Religion; God, the Object
of Religion ; The Subject of Religion,
—the Soul ; the Obstacle to Religion—
Sin ; Prayer, the Characteristic Act of

CORRESPUNDENCE,

Rosligion ; the Mediator, the Guarantee
of Raligious Life.

[n honour of the memory of the late
Principal Cunningham, of New College,
Edinburgsh, (Eree Church,) a sum of
money was invested for the foundation
of a ¢“ Cunningham Lectureship,” after
the pattern of the ¢ Brampton Lcture-
ship” at Oxford. A different lecturer,
we believe, is appointed every year.
Rev, James Walker, D.D., of Carn-
wath, held the appointment for 1870—1,
and took for his theme The Theology
and Theologians of Scotland, chiefly of
the 17th and 18th Centuries. (Bdin-
burgh : T. and T. Clark.) It contains
butsix lectures, and therefore cannot be
a full treatment of so large a theme, but
is valuable as faras it goes. The course
censisted of ten, but, the author being
ill, his friends published these six, per-
haps prematurely. The first lecture is
introductory ; the second is on the
Atonement ; the third on Predestina-
tion and Providence ; the fourth on the
Visible Church ; the fifth on the Head-
ship of Christ and Erastianism ; and
the sixth on the present Misrepresenta-
tion of the Scottish Religion.

@orrespondence,

COLLEGE AFFAIRS.

My DEear Sir,—At your~request I
will endeavour to say a few words on
College matters.

On Wednesday, the 16th inst., the
Thirty-fourth Session of the College was
formally ended with the usual public
service, held in Zion Church, at which
a more than average number was pres-
ent. Mr. Chapman, as chairman of the
Board of Directors, presided ; and, in
the course of the proceedings, gave a
brief appropriate address ; after which,
the three students whohad finished their
course were called forward, and received
from him their certificates The Rev.
John Fraser conducted the devotional

service ; the principal, Dr. Wilkes, made
a general statement touching the work
of the past session, and called attention
to the importance of develuping into
something larger the nucleus we now
have of an Endowment Fund, and of
providing vprizes for competition by the
students, as well as of augmenting the
library. In immediate response to the
mention of these wants, one present
sent in his name as good for $50, and
another for $20, to be expended as prizes;
and since the meeting, a lady, a member
of Zion Church, has handed to the prin-
cipal the sum of $50 for the purchase of
books for the library. Let us hope that
these good examples will be followed by
others. The Rev. W. H. Allworth, of
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Paris, who came by invitation of the
board to assist at the examinations, gave
a guod practical address to the students
on their future work ; he was followed
by his son, Mr. John Allworth, B.A.,
with a valedictory address, which Gid him
great credit in respect of delivery, com-
position, .and sentiment. So ended the
proceedings, so far as the business im-
mediately connected with the meeting
was concerned. Mr. J. P. Clark, who
has done good service as Treasurer, said
afew words on financial and other mat-
ters by way of taking his farewell ;—he
and his now dwell in England. Much to
the gratification of Dr. Wilkes and my-
self, Mr. Fenwick and Mr. Chapman
were able to accept the invitation of the
Board, made in accordance with the reso-
lution passed at the last Annual Meeting
of the Corporation, and they delivered
special courses of lectures on important
topics and held examinations in the
same : all which will be fully reported in
the Annual Report. The beginning thus
so well made in this depavtment of
College work must be, if possible, further
developed in future sessions.

The session opened with the names of
ten students and probationers on the re-
gister :-- of these, one of the former
and one of the latter withdrew, so that
the number at the close of the session,
including Mr. Nighswander, an occa-
sional student, was nine (3). Messrs.
Allworth, Griffith, and E. D. Silcox
have finished their course, and enter at
once upon the active duties of their work.
Mr. Allworth goes to supply the vacant
pulpit at Hamilton for three months,
from Muy 1st, and after that is wanted
elscwhere. Mr. Griffith settles at Co-
bourg and is to be ordained in June, Mr.
Sileox gues to supply Oro, Rugly, and
Vespra, the wide and important field
lJately vccupied by Mr. Sanderson ; he
has received a call to Cold Springs, but
the first-namied sphere has been pro-
mised his services prior tv decision on
the said call. Hence, thatis in abeyance.
Mr. Nighswander, who spent half the

session with us, settles at Granby, Que.,.

where he is Lo be ordained in May.
There remain, therefore, five students,
and these are all engaged for work during
the vacation, as follows .—
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Mr. Silcox, (J.B.), at Cold Springs, Ont,
¢ Melntosh, Durham, Melbourne and
Windsor. Que.
“ Black, Liverpool, Nova Scotia.
* Malcolm, Martintown and Rox-
boro’, Ont.
¢ Cox, Inverness and Megantic, Que.

By the time this veaches the hands of
your readers, Dr. Wilkes and myself
will, if all be well, have started on our
tour of visitation of the churches men-
tioned in your last number. We are
very anxious, not so much that tangible
results should follow these visits in the
shape of contributions to the treasury of
the college (though these are needed), as
that a larger and deeper interest should
he excited in the work it aims to do for
the denomination at large throughout
the Dominion. Around the college and
its work there clusters a group of ques-
tions which are becoming of more vital
importance to our churches every year,
and which demand and deserve graver
consideration on our part than they have
yet received. —But L am entering upon
topics too wide for my time and your
space, at present ; her-after, I may have
something to say on them. .

I remain, with much respect,
Cordially yours,
Georee CoRrNISH.

MoNTREAL, April 22nd, 1873,

CONGREGATIONAL PROVIDENT
FUND

Dear S1r,—The Union meetings draw

near, andin the Maynumber of the Inpe-

PENDENT the rules und regulations, to be

submitted at Brantford, of the ‘¢ Congre- |
gational Provident Fund,” will be insert- |
ed, su as to give the beneficiary members |

of the late “ Widows’ and Orphans’ ;

Fund,” and others,ample timetoconsider |

all the bearings of thesubject, which very
materially affects the well being of the
ministers of vur body in this Dominion.

The changes proposed are many and

great, and deserve the careful and pray- .

erful cunsideration of all
therein.

It is proposed to reduce the premiuvms
payable by beneficiary members $2.00,
and to increase the annuities payable te

interested |,
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widows by $10.00, making these 3100
instead of 390 a year. This is proposed,
in view of inducing all ministers to be-
long to the fund, and all churchés, with-
out exception, to contribute to the
fund at least an annual collection.

This question has never been heartily
taken up, either by ministers or church-
es. )
Ministers seem to think it is begging
for themselves,—butit has no element
of begging in it. It is asking the breth-
ren to contribute of their abundance to
a fund which has done, and is still do-
ing, incalculable good, and which, if
thoroughly sustained by the chuvches,
is capable of effecting still greater good
than it has yet done.

For the benetit of some who may not
know the history of the fund, I may say
that it was established in 1858. A few
friends in Montreal and elsewhere con-
tributed sums of $50 each, constituting
them life members, to form a neuclus,
from the interest on which, and premi-
ums of beneficiary members, any annui-
ties that mfght become a charge on the
society could be paid, thus securing a
capital as a basis on which the satisfact-
ory workingof the fundmightbe assured.

Providentially, for the first 7 years,
there was no claim upon the fund, so
that time was given for the growth and
developement of the principal. There
are no expenses incurred in its working.
It has been a1 labour of love, in which
those who have nursed it have found
their pleasure and in its success have
their reward.

At the present time, there are only 4
annuitants, one only havinga child : but
of course it cannot long be expected to
remain 8o lightly charged ; hence the
necessity of all the churchies aiding the
cause, so that the income of the society
may ever be more than adequate to meet
its requirements, in this way only can
its capital be increased.

There are in connection with the Con-
gregational body in Canada 60 or 70 min-
isters, of these ouly 30 belong to the
fund. .

There are 90 churches of our order
in Canada, of which only 49 have ever
made a collection for the fund ; and an
average of only 16 make collections for
it, with any regularity.

CURRESPONDENCE.

Some of these used to ‘““run well,”
making pretty regularly annual collec-
tions,—but something has * hindered

‘them in the good work, and several have

not for years done auything, Some few
are regular with their collections and I
would strive to stir up their “ pure
minds” and enquire why all should not
be, as the few.

The average of annual collections is
$220, or about $1375 from each, but
some four or five churches contribute
four-fifths of the whole, so that as a
body, there is little room for baasting.

I believe that the cause of failure in
this respect, is a false delicacy on the
part of ministers to bring the subject in-
telligently before their churches, and in-
duce them to take hold of it as a part of
their church organisation.

If churches would take upon them-
selves the collection of 85 or $10 a year
we need never hear of such cases as that
of a dear brother recently deceased, who
leaves a widow and family wholly un-
provided for.

Many a minister, on his small stipeng,
finds it impossible to spare even the small
premiwm required,—but if the church
took upon itself this slight burden, they
would spare themselves the pain of see-
ing their pastor’s widow reduced to po-
verty,—and they, for very shame, oblig-
ed to contribute asum which may be a
burden to them, and which a small an-
nual collection would have made un-
necessary.

I trust at the annual meeting this
year, this subject will be frankly and
fully discussed.

The meetings of this society have heen
heretofore pushed into a corner, and
not half the number interested have
taken the trouble to attend. The meet-
ing this year is however too important
not to demand the special attention of
the business committee, which will I
trust arrange that this fund shall have
early attention, aud full time accorded
to it.

The by-laws now to be enacted must
stand for five years, hencethe importance
of giving the most careful attention to
them.

The trustees have carefully considered
them, and recommend their adoption,
but surely beneficiaries should think
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them of suflicient importance, to demand
their attention.

THE MINISTERS’ RETIRING FUND

is a subject worthy of careful consi-
deration. There are not a few cases
where ministers become ineapacitated
from age, for efticiently tai:ing the over-
sight of a church ;—yet having devoted
the best part of their lives to the work
of the ministry, it is hard for them to
be set aside, without the ability to work
in any other way, and no means of sup-
port but the precarvious charity of those
who may know their circumstances and
pity their condition.

One case is now present to my mind,
where a worthy minister writes that he
has laboured in the ministry for a period
of 50 years, during all which time he has
never received more than $300 a year,
and now at the age of 73 he finds him-
self too old to be acceptableas a minister,
but not too old to live for perhaps 10
years longer :—and what is the prospect
before him? May I not say, ‘‘ Brethren,
these things ought not so to be”? Nor
need they be if this portion of the scheme
is properly sustained by the generous
contributions of the churches.

The funds of the society invested on
the 1st June next will amount to $12,-
848. Of this sum it is proposed to set
apart $10,000 as capital,—the interest
on which shall alone be used towards
payment of annnities,—See by-law x1.
clause 1. The balance of the fund, to-
gether with interest accruing thereon,
beneficiary members’ premiums, and a
moiety of church collections, will also be
applicable to payment of annuities.

.
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The chavitable fund will be formed of
subscriptions, donations, legacies, and
a moiety of church collections, and will
not be touched, until $1,000 is accumu-
lated for a capital :—the interest on
which only shall be available for distri-
bution in any one year. After which,
a moiety each year of collections, ete.,
will be reserved until the capital of this
branch of the fund amounts to $5,000.

It is so proposed that from this fund
the trustees shall be authorized to make
donations to such deserving cases as
may come before them, after due en-
quiry has been made into the merits of
cach case, as the funds may warrant,

I think it desirable, Mr. Editor, thus
to bring this matter prominently before
the attention of both ministers and
churches that, after due deliberation,
such conclusions may be arrived at, as
shall enable them intelligently to enter
upon the important business which they
will be called to take action upon at
Brantford.

Careful forethought will save much
valuable time, and as the“Mssues are so
important, I trust that every member,
and every church entitled to be present,
will be at their. post and give the bus-
iness the attention it merits.

J. C. BARrTON,
Treasurer.
MoNTREAL, April 14th 1873,

~ P. 8. As I am likely to be absent from
Montreal for some months this summer,
any having remittances to make, will
please address them to C. R. Black,
Esq., Secretary, St. Peter and St Paul
Streets, Montreal.

Ice 1§ rHE PurpiT.—A pastor asks and answers the question, What put it

there? You, Deacon Jones, you put it there.

At least, you have done more to

put it there than any one else in the parish. Your whole course for the last three
years has continually tended to put out the fire in your pastor’s heart, and turn
him into an iceberg. You have neglected or been slow to pay your portion of his
salary, and filled his mind with the cares of the world; you have neglected the
prayer meeting, and have come late to church, and left your pastor to bear the
whole burden of souls, and by your example have encouraged others to do the
same, px;hi% you have given yourself up tc successful money getting.—T'he Chpis.
an at Work.




CoNGREGATIONAL COLLEGE.—APPOINT-
MENTS OF PRINCIPAL AND SECRETARY.
Since the publication of the list in April
INDEPENDENT, somechanges have been
made. Those in Dr, Wilkey’ list, below,
are noted by being printed in italics.
His tour is now arranged as follows :—

Kingston, Sunday, May 11th ; Bow-
manville, Monday 12th ; Albion, Tues-
day, 13th; Alton, Scuth Caledon, ete.
Wednegday and Thursday, 14th and
15th ; Georgetown, Friday, 16th ; Tor-
onto, Sunday, 18th; Scotland, Monday,
19t 5 Burford, Tuesday, 20th ; Guelph,
W eduesday, 21st; Howick and Turn-
berry, Thursday and Friday, 22nd and
23rd ; London, Sunday, May 25th;
Warwick and Forest, Monday to Wed-
nesday, 26th-28th; Sarnia, Thursday,
29th ; Amherstburg, Friday, 30th ; Em-
bro’, Sunday, June 1st ; Stratford, Mon-
day, June 2nd. :

Some alterations in Dr. Cornish’s list
for the eastern townships have been no-
tificd by cirenlar. Those for Ontario
are :—Ottawa, Sunday, May 4th ; Van-
kleek Hill, Tuesday, 6th; Indian
Lands, Wednesday, 7th; Martintown,
Thursday, 8th.

Tnpray MisstoN,—REev. R. Ropin-
soN.—A% a meeting of the Indian Mis-
sion Board, held on the 18th March, the
following minute was unanimously
adopted. It is published in full for the
information of the fricuds of the mission.
In accordance with this proposal, Mr.
Robinson wrote to the Secretary on the
15th April, that he had resigned his
charge at Owen Sound, that the resigna-
tion had been accepted, and that he
would be ready to enter on his new en-
gagement on the Ist of July. May he
have the hearty support of his brethren !

¢ The Board of Dircctors of the C. C.
1. M. 8., in view of the opening of
another season of missionary work, have
taken into special consideration the re-
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solution unanimously adopted at the
last annual meeting of the society, name-
ly,—*That this meeting express its be-
lief that it is important to secure the

services of an additional efficient mis-

sivnary to the Indians’ Their exper-
ience in the actual conduct of the work
impresses them more strongly every
year with the correctness of this view,
and with the absolute necessity of such
superintendence to the vigorous carry-
ing forward of the mission.

“ They havealso considered anew that
portion of the last annual report which
was on the same occasion, by another
resolution, ‘referred back to the board,’
namely, the proposal by the preceding
board to engage Rev. Robert Robinson
as missionary and agent of this society,
together with ¢ the very decided depre-
cation of the appointment of the pastor
of so important a charge as the one in
question (Owen Sound) to the Indian
Mission ;’ and with the following re-
sults :—1. The need of an English mis-
sionary superintendent is conceded on
all hands.—2. The qualifications for
such a position are many, various and
peculiar, aud the Board not only know
no one so well qualified for the work as
Mr. Robinson, but they know of no one
else to whom they can look, so tht the
choice lies between his appointmentand
no appointment at all. —3. Mr. Robinson
has for many years feltan intense longing
for personal engagement in this work, a
longing which has continued and in-
creased inspiteofalldisappointments, in-
cluding that of last year. He has a con-
siderable acquaintance with the Ojibbe-
way language, spoken by the Indians
around the Georgian Bay. He has had
large experience of actual service in the
field, through his repeated visits to the
stations, his intercourse with the mis-
gionaries, and his perfect familiarity
with every detail of the work. And he
deservedly enjoys the thorough confi-
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dence and hearty sympathy of all his
ministerial brethren and the churches
throughout the country. So that, if
such an appointment is to be made, he
possesses eminently every qualification
for the work.—4. In relation to the cost
of the proposed engagement, the Board
have ascertained that Mr. Robinson
will be content with such a scale of re-
muneration as will secure the twofold
service, in the mission ficld in summer
and among the churches in winter, for
very little more than has hitherto been
paid for the collecting agency alone;
while, on the one hand, much more
missionary work will be done, and more
effectively, and on the other, much
greater interest will be excited among
the contributors to the mission.

¢ There remains, however, the impor-
tant consideration of Mr. Robinson’s re-
moval from Owen Sound. The Board
have felt the gravity of the unseitlement
of a pastor so deservedly beloved. But
the responsibility for that result does
not rest mainly upon them. The In-
dian Mission needs such a man. His
own mind and heart are strongly drawn
to this work. And his place as pastor
can be filled a hundred fuld more easily
than the post of missionary.

“In view of all the circumstances
above recited, the Board have come to
the conclusion that it is their duty to
intimate to Mr. Robinson that they are
now prepared to accept his services, if
he can sce his way clear to place them
at their disposal.”

Tur GUELPH SECTION OF THE WEST-
ERN AssoCIATION assembled in Fergus,
on the 15th and 16th of April. Of min-
isters, there were present, the Revs. S.
Snider, W. Manchee, and E. Barker.
Only two pastors in the section were
absent—those of the Stratford and
Tiverton churches. Thirteen delegates
were in attendance, representing eight
churches, only three churches in the
section being unrepresented, viz. Tiver-
ton, Stratford and Howick Sezond. An
interesting public meeting was held on
each evening; preaching on the former
by the Rev. W. Manchee, and addresses
at the latter. Business filled two long
sessions on the second day. A consti-
tution was adopted, a few particulars of
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which may be interesting. The work of
the section was defined to be :—1. Mu-
tual counsel in cases of difticulty. 2.
Assisting destitute churches to obtain
supplies or pastors. 3. Entering on new
missionary work. 4. Stimulating and
edifying one another by periodic meet-
ings. At the same time, the organiza-
tion disclaimed all approach to inter-
ference with the independency of the se-
veral churches—¢‘ counsel, sympathy,
moral or vther support being the extent
of our seclional action.” The question
of membership was the most important
question, and the most carefully con-
sidered, of any during the day ; it being
felt that the vexed question of member-
ship in the Union, or connection with
our body, depended for solution mainly
upon the associations, or on the sub-di-
visions of them wherever formed. Be-
ing but a section of the W. Association,
we might seem to be taking from the
main body a special right in this matter.
Bat, from a natural impossibility on the
part of the entire Association to guard
the entrance to our body in the organi-
zation of individual churches, or the or-
dination to the ministry, it was felt that
this guardianship must lie with the
smaller sub-divisions. The entrance to
the body is not through the Union, or
even the District Associations. Both
churches and ministers claim connection
with the body, without being connected
with cither of these organizations. With,
however, the smaller organizations—
of a size sufticient to assist for the forma-
tion of a church or the settlement of a
minister—admission to the body could
and would be obtained with greater care.
Individual churches, both asregards the
bringing of themselves into being, and
their determining who shall be settled
over them, often act as foolishly asindi-
viduals who seek no advice of others.
¢ In the multitude of counsellors, there
is safety.” Sometimes too, like Reho-
boam, they select only such counsellors
as they know will favour their preju-
dices. The article adopted by our sec-
tion on membership is intended to meet
this sbuse of our freedom to some ex-
tent, and is as follows :—*‘ Membership
tu consist of ordained ministers and or-
ganized churches within the bounds of
the section, each church to be repre-




sented by two lay members. Churches
that are organized, or ministers who arve
ordained orinstalled, by having obtained
the cotnsel anc aid of the associated
churches and ministers, will thus place
themselves into a position for immediate
reception into this section, and a ready
recoghition of good standing in the
body: but great cauntion, and often
tedious delay. will be necessary in other
cases. All members to be received at o
regular mecting by vote.”

The regular meetings of the Associa-
tion are to be held quarterly. The
Chairman, Secretary and three others
form an executive committee to do the
section’s work in the intervals between
the quarterly meetings. As amedima
of communication between vacant pas-
torates and supplies, or unsettied minis-
ters, this cummittee meets a long felt
want. Besides the work of organizing,
a considerable amount of other business
was transacted, such as reports of special
features in the condition and work of
the several churches, advising with those
in difficulty, and arranging for meeting
necessities, A committec was appointed
to confer with Mr. R. Wickett, (who is
at present assisting Rev. 8. Snider in his
large field,) in vespect to his assuming
wholly the ministerial office in connec-
tion with our body. The result of this
our first experiment here in carrying oud
our church polity through an organized
sub-division of an association was so sa-
tisfactory to all in attendance, that they
felt as though they had discovered a
missing link in our working as a denom-
ination. The vepresentation of the
churches was much fuller than could be
in a body covering a wider field, and the
exchange of thought much wmore fres
than in a larger gathering. Besides,
matters of detail could be taken wup
easily, which otherwise must have been
passed over. With the Holy Spirit’s
life, this ‘‘ new departure” may prove a
great benefit to our churches ; without
%iis influence, no plan would be success-
ul,

Rev. W. Manchee was elected Chair-
man for 1873-4, and Rev. E. Barker, Sez-
retary. The next meeling'is to be held
at Listowel, on July 15th zm% lGItsh.
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Loxvoy, Onrt.—The pastor of this
church proceeded on a visit to his rela-
tives in England during the past month,
and may be absent two or three months.
The pulpit was supplied two Sabbaths

by Mr. E. D. Silecox, of the Congrega- °

tional College. Dr. W. Jefters, Wes-
leyan, has also officiated.

Rev. E. Esss, writing from Plainfield,
1linois, informs us that the Congrega-
tional church in that place has given
him a unanimous call to the pastorate,
which we assume he has decided to ac-
cept. Plainfield is a village only four:
teen miles distant from Aurora, the
place of Mr. Ebbs’ scttlement previous
to his removal to Ottawa, and the ac-
quaintance then formed with him led to
the negociations which have ended as
above, as soon as Mr. E. was known to
be leaving Appleton. ** The sanctuary
is a comely and commodious wooden
cdifice,. with spire. There is u comfort-
able parsonage, with two acres of land
and good fruit. A large proportion of
the people are farmers, wealthy and in-
telligent.” We wish our brother all
usefulness and comfort wherever he is,
but had rather he had enjoyed them in
Canada.

Mr. Epwix Rosk, who has been
preaching lately at Douglas and Speed-
side, was invited to continue at Douglas
until June, at least ; but he went to Lis-
towel, on the 27th ult.

PaymeNt oF Lecacies.—We under-
stand that of the legacies mentioned in
the obituary of Mr. Thomas Fletcher, in
our issue for August, 1872, as having
been bequeathed by hiw, there have
been paid alveady oy the executors
$1,000 to the church at Hamilton for the
building fund, and one-half of each of
the sums of $1,500 left to the Mission-
ary Scciety and the College. The be-
quest of $1,000 for building a Congrega-
tional church in Galt proves to be ille-
gal. We mention the latter fact as a
warning to other testators, and as an
inducement to frame their wills under
the best legal advice, inasmuch ss the
Statute of Mortmain, taught by priests’
tricks at death-beds, has made charitable
legacies difficult to be secured. One of
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the above would have been lost had not
the name of the treasurer been in-
serted in the will. But we would again
urge the plan mentioned in our Decem-
ber number, as “better than a legacy,”
viz., a gift during life-time, with, if
need be, & life-interest of the donor or
his family in the annual proceeds of the
amouut,

HamruroN.—MR. Winniam Epcar.—
The following address was presented to
Mr. Williamm Edgar, on the occasion of
his removal to Raleigh, North Carolina,
whither his family will follow him a few
months hence. Theaddress was beauti-
fully illuminated on parchment, and
mounted on a handsome frame.

Wy, Epcar, Esq.:

Dear Brother,—We are deeply grieved
to learn that you are about to leave the
city, and that “ve are consequently to be
deprived of the society and Christian
activities of a brother so dear to us and
80 highly esteemed.

You were admitted to fellowship in
1854, elected Deacon and Sunday School
Superintendent in 1856, and became
Treasurer in 1860. In these several re-
sponsible positions you have ever been
fajthful, zealous, energetic and success-
ful. Generous and large hearted, you
have (under our late much respected pas-
tor) ever been our leader in every mea-
sare calculated to promote either the
material or spiritual well being of our
Society. In the financial department,
moreespecially, your activeand thorough
business habits, joined to the generous
impulses of your heart, had full scope in
deeds of charity and Christian benevo-
lence, that had laid the Church under
lasting obligations to you. But your
character needs no commendation from
us 3 the above enumeration of offices of
the highest trust, confided to you am-
ply testifying to the esteem in which you
are held. As a faithful and zealous fel-
low-Christian, we love and respect you,
and deeply regret the loss we are, under
God’s good providence, called upox to
sustain by your removal from our midst.

We earnestly and sincerely pray that
the choicest blessings from our Heaven-
1y Father may by richly bestowed upon
your family, and that every material
and spiritual good nay attend you and
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yours. In the land of your adoption
may yonr church fellowship b2 pleasant
and profitable, and may your new friend-
ships prove trusty, leal and true.

Subscribed on behalf of the Church,
in virtue of a resolution passed to that
effect April 2nd, 1873. R. Macauray,
T. Banr, H. G. Grist, A. ALEXANDER,
Commiittee.

OweN Souwp.—As noted under the
head of ‘¢ Indian Mission,” Rev. Robert
Robinson, who has laboured so assidu-
ously at Owen Sound since 1864, has re-
signed his charge in order to take the
field among the aborigines. His resig-
nation was comwnunic~ted to the church
on Sunday, 6th April, and was neces-
sarily accepted at a church mecting held
during the following week, to take effect
at the end of June. A committee was
at the same time appointed, to obtain
candidates for the pastorate. Mr. Rob-
inson means to retain his membership
in the church, and we suppose his family
will continue to reside in their beauti-
fully-situated suburban home. Owen
Sound is rapidly growing. It will soon
be connected with Toronto on the south
by the narrow-gauge (T. G. & B.) rail-
way., The Northern Railway is within
24 miles of it, on the east, at Meaford,
and is coming in. And the Wellington,
Grey & Bruce branch of the Great Wes-
tern is laying plans o enter on the wes-
tern side. The harbour is one of the
finest on the Georgian Bay, and is being
improved by public grants. By these
means it hopes to draw a good share of
the north-western through traffic, while
the surrounding country is of good qual-
ity, and rapidly growing in wealth.
There is no finer scenery in Ontario,
than in Grey, of which Owen Sound is
the county town. Since Mr. Robinson’s
inenmbency of the Congregational
church, death and removal have de-
prived him of several of the able helpers
he once had around him, and the present
membership is not over 40. They are
united, however, and have a new and
tasteful church-home, a stone building,
in Gothic style. On this there remains
a debt of $1,000, of which $300 are
loaned from England without interest,
and are being paid off by yearly instal-
ments of $100. The balance is borrowed
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from a Building Society, repayable by
yearly instalments of $73. After mect-
ing these claims, the churech has not
been able to contribute more than $300
to the pastor’s salavy, so that it has de-
pended on missionary aid. Herve is just
the opportunity for a devoted young
man, building on the foundation thus
laid. May He that holdeth the stars in
His right hand send one after His own
heart !

Toroxro, Ziox CHURCH.—On Wed-

. nesday evening, 16th April, at the close

of the last social meeting for the season,
the pastor, Rev S. N. Jackson, M.D.,
who was detained at home by indispo-
sition, received a package containing
$150, “as an expression of respect and
affection by the members of Zion church
and congregation.”

ToroNro, Zirvw CHURCH.~-The annual
Reports for 1872, of which a full ab-
siract was given in the Magazine for
Febraary (p. 262), have been published
in a good-looking pamphlet of thirty-
two pages, which will be read with in-
terest by many outside that mother
church, which will soon number her
forty years of life.

ToronTo, BoNp STREET.—AL 2 mect-
ing of the church, held on the 16th
April, the following resolutions were
unanmmously adopted, on recommen-
dation of the Deacons :— “That the
salary of the Pastor be advanced from
fif.cen to eighteen hundred dollars, ”
“That, in view of the increase in
the church and congregation, it is both
oxpedient and desirable, that as far as
possible, the pastor be at liberty to de-
vote his whole atiention to the demands
of the pulpit and pastorate, and there-
fore be it resolved,—That the pastor be
and is hereby requested to relinguish
the editorship of the Cawapian INpe-

i PeNDENT at the close of the current

i voluame.”  In acknowledging the first

! resnlution, Mr. Marling veferred appre-

ciatingly to the fact that this was the
sixth time, during an18years® pastorate,
in which the church, without any solicit-
ation on his part, but under the leader-
ship -of the deacons, had increased the
provision for his support. He hoped
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this example would be followed, in sub-
stance and in style, by many other
churches.—With the second resolution,
which, like the first, was an indepen-
dent proposal of thedeacons, he promisoed
immediate compliance. Thechureh had
patiently borne for a long period witha
considerable absorption of his time and
thoughts in the general interests of the
body, and their desire to have theirpas-
tor more to themselves in future, had,
with him, the force of law.— Other
resolutions, adopted at the same time,
in relation to the CavapiaNy Ivpeeex-
DENT, are inserted elsewhere, and show
that the interest of the church in the
Magazine arises from public rather than
personal considerations, and i increas-
g instead of diminishing.  An order
h s been given for 1(0 copies of vol. xx.,
and a “Bond Street Supplement” of 4
pages has been issued with the May
number, of which §0 extra copies as
specimens, with a view to canvassing,
ha e also been taken.

Urion  Meerixg, 1874, According
to the understanding arrived at in 1871,
the Union Meeting for next year will be
due in Toronto, and to the Northern
Chureh will fall; in rotation, the honour
of having the assembly within its walls,
while the whole Congregational commau-
nity in the cily will share in providing
the hospitalities of 1vhe occasion.

Wuirsy.—A successful social, given
by Mrs. K. F. Lockhart and Mrs. 8.
Faller, was held in the Mbochanios’
Hall, Whitby, on Thursday, March 19th,
in aid of the fund for lning the church
pews, & After an excellent supper,
a Jecture on *‘ Man’s Manhood” was
delivered by the Rev. 8. T. Gibbs,
followed by areading by Mr. D. Ormis-
ton. In consequence of a severe storm,
the meeting then adjourned till Monday,
March 23rd, when a large andience was
present.  The exercises consisted of
addresses and readings—Longfellow’s
¢ Miles Standish ¥ by My, J. E. Fare-
well ; “ Prince Arthur and Hubert”
from King John, by Miss Gibbs ; Read-
ing from Charles Dickens by Mr. A, C.
Medillan ; ** Annie and Willie’s Prayer”
by Miss Gibbs; and Longfellow’s
“Wreck of the Hesperus™ by Mr.
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Cummins, interspergsed with excellent
musie. The proceeds of the social were
$107. A lecture subsequently delivered
by Mr. Gibbs, on ** Marks of Design in
Nature, with Illustrations,” completed
the programme and secured the end.

Berrevirre.—The re-opening of the
Congregational church, Belleville, Ont.,
took place on Sabbath, March 30th.
The services, though nobt largely ut-
tended, were deeply interesting. The
almost unprecedented storm of the pre-
vious week, and the unfavourable con-
dition of the streets rendered it exceed-
ingly unpleasant for all, and nearly
impossible for many to attend, who
wounld have been present. Rev. J. A.
R. Dickson, of Torouto, preached in
the morning, subject — *“ Home Re-
ligion” In the afternoon, Rev. J. C.
Smith, M.A., of St. Andrew’s Church,
Belleville, preached an eloquent dis-
course, subject—*‘ Christ the Head of
the Church.” Inthe evenirig Mr. Dick-
son again preached, the attendance
being larger than at the previous ser-
vices, subject —“ Christians separate
froma the World.” The services were
intensely interesting ; already some
fruit has resulted ; the Lord’s word was
spoken with power. On Monday even-
ing, a lecture was delivered by Mr.
Dickson in the church, toan interesting
and intelligent audience. The expenses
attending the alterations approach
closely to 8300. The effort gives great
satisfaction to the friends generally,
and it is hoped will be followed Ly a
season of more spiritual prosperiRty.L

VANKUEEKHILL, Ont.~—The members
of the Congregational church and so-
ciety of Vankleekhill, with other friends,
met at the house of Mrs. Vankleek on
Monday evening, 24th March. where
their pastor, Rev. W. M. Peacock, and
lus wife had been invited to tea, and
gave him an unexpected yet happy sur-
prisc by presenting him the gencrous
sum of one hundred and nivnety dollars
as » mark of their esteem and iove for
him, and appreciatirn for his faithful
Iabours amang them.  Mr. J. P. Wells,
in behalf of the friends present, made
a short presentation speech, assuring
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Mr. Peacock that his connection with
them as pastor had been productive of
much good in the church and com-
munity, and expressed the hope that
the relations so happily existing might
be continued for many yemrs to come.
Mr. Peacock responded with a few feel-
ing remarks, thanking them for the
spirit of love and affection which they
had ever shown him since he had been
associated with them, and especially for
this renewed expression of good will.
Other clergymen residing in the vicinity
were present, and added interest t¢ the
oeeasion by appropriate yemarks.
A Loorkr On.

Rev. C. CuapwaN pays a visit to
England this sammer, and will leave so
early as to be unableto attend the Union
Mecting in Brantford, a circumstance
that his brethren will much regret.

Havnirax, N.8.—Since the resumption
of Congregational worship in Halifax,
under Rev. J. Elliot, in 1868, the sta-
tion has been under the direct manage-
ment of the Colonial Missionary Society,
without any responsibility, either as to
finance or direction, on the part of the
Canada Congregational Missionary So-
ciety. With the retirement of Mr.
Eiliot, however, a change will take
place, and the church, so far as it is
dependent on Missionary aid, will be
placed under the care of the Congrega-
tional Union of Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick—that is 1o say, the District
Committee for that section of our Mis-
sionary Socicty. The Colonial Society
will give special aid to this case, though
not to the same extent as formerly.
Arrangements are made for the supply
of the pulpit until the meeting of the
Union of N.8. and N.B., which is to be
held in July at Yarmouth, N.8. The
membership of the church is now 41.
Mr. Elliot’s addvess at present is Iro-
quois, Ontarie. We are glad to hear
that e is in excellent health.

Hanwrax, N.S.—At o meeting held in
Salem Church on Wednesday cvening,
2nd inst., the following address was
handed to the Rev. J. Elliot, together
with a cheque for $150.
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Tue Rev. Josern Evvior:—

Rev. and Dear Sir, —It is with feel-
ings of deep regret that in the Provi-
dence of God we are called upon to
tender to you our parting salutations,
Your earnest and persevering labours in
our midst during the past five years, in
endeavouring under the auspices of the
Colonial Missionary Society to build up
a branch of the Christian Church, have
proved your devotion io the cause of
Christ. We grieve that you are about
to leave our city, and the sanctuary
where, under your ministry, we have
been instructed in scriptural truth, and
consoled by the promises of the Gospel.
We believe that in the day when the
secrets of all hearts will be revealed,
you will be enabled to rejoice over some
awmongst us who, under your guidance,
have been brought out of spiritual dark-
ness into Divine light, and over others
who have been encouraged and estab-
lished in the faith through your instru-
mentality. We feel that in your re-
moval from cur city, not only we, who
have been more immediately and intim-
ately associated with you, but also the
friends of Christ of every name sustain
a serious loss, as you have ever been
found a faithful and zealous promoter
of every good work. We cannot allow
the occasion of your separation from us,
as our pastor, to pass withont presenting
you with some slight token of our love
and esteem, and we beg you to accept
the accompanying expression of our
appreciation of your services as a faithful
pastor, a wise counsellor, and a sym-
pathising friend. It is our fervent
prayer wherever your lot may be cast
you may be abundantly sustained and
cheered by the Great Head of the
Church, to whose care and keeping we
wounld commend you, that He may
preserve you safe unto His Heavenly
Kingdom.

(Signed on behalf of the church and

congregation),
D. J. Syirh,

Epwarp Siity,
Ropr. H. SKIMMINGS.
Halifax, N.S., April 2, 1873.

The sentiments and feelings expressed
by the address, together with the gift of
the church and congregation, were

NEWS OF THE CHURCHES. *

warmly acknowledged, with earnest and
affectionate expression of wishes for the
temporal good and spiritual prosperity
and usefulness of all the people.—
.Halifae Reporter.

MaiTuand AND Noen, N.S., have
been supplied during the past winter
for thirteen weeks by Rev. J. R. Kean,
who was succeeded by Rev. D. Macallum
for six weeks further. This is a very
extensive field, extending for 30 miles
along the south branch of the Bay of
Fundy. Jt needs two ministers, could
they be sustained.

CHEBOGUE, N.S.—Rev. James Hay
followed Rev. D. Macallum, some time
in March, in ministering to this ancient
chuxch.

Yaratourn, N. S.—It has pleased
the Lord to add, during the last month,
unto this church, eight persons on pro-
fession of their faith, seven of them
males, including ‘¢ fathers” and ‘¢ young
men.” The occasion of their public re-
ception into fellowship was an interest-
ing one, for as one by one of them re-
paired to the table, to seal the sacred
contract there, with moved hearts and
moist. eyes, was sung, ‘“ We welcome
thee with warm accord, our friend, our
brother now.”

Throughout the year, the pastor, on
the last Sabbath of each month, deliv-
ered a missionary addiessto the Sabbath
School, which created a demand for the
organization of a Young Men’s Mission-
ary Society, in connexion with the
Church and Sabbath School. So on the
evening of the 4th instant, its first pub-
lic meeting was held in the lecture room,
with an attendance of one hundred per-
sons. The pastor occupied the chair,
and on the platform with him, were eight
young men, all members of the church,
who severally addressed the meeting.
To cach of them was assigned, a part of
the general mission field, in feference to
which, throughout the year, month after
month, the Society would say, ¢ Be thou
to us instead of eyes.” Thus within the
compass of an hour and a half, the claims
were presented, respectively, of South
Africa, Madagascar, India, China, Ja-
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pan, Polynesia, America and Bible lands
in their missionary aspects.

The presence of the Rev. James Hay
added specinl interest. His personal
knowledge of many of the fields spoken
of enubled him to endorse much of what
was advanced, and, at the same time, to
add fuel to the missionary fire, just then
kindled. The reflex influence of this
movement upon the church and the
young men themselves, it is hoped, will
prove highly beneficial.  *‘ Donald lad,”
says one, ‘“aye be sticking down a tree,
and when you are sleeping, it will be
growing.”

It may not be out of place here, to
say, that the Rev. James Huy, after
spending five Subbaths in Cheboygue, has
taken his departure fer the States. Ha
feared the clinate would not agree with
him. The Rev. J. R. Kean now sup-
plies Chebogue. The Rev. D. McCal-
Jum is at Maitland, with what prospect
of settlement cannot now be said. The
church, at Halifax, rendered vacant by
Mur. Elliot’s removal, will be supplied
until the Union of the Maritime Pro-
inces meets, by the ministers of the Pro-
vinces, and some Canadian brethren,
who are minded to go, for a season, to
Halifax.

McG.

CoNGREGATIONAL COLLEGE.—At the
closing exercises Rev. Dr. Wilkes gave
the annual statement of the condition of
the college. The combination, formed
from the McGill literary course and
their own thevlogical curriculum, was
unique, there not being another such a
theatogical school in America, so far as
he knew. During the year the work
done was extensive, consisting of the
subjects of the Holy Trinity, Qrdinancss
of the House of God, Church History,
&c., beside one lecture a week on the
Bible, and prior to Christmas a course
of lectures on the Evidences of Chris-
tianity ; lectures on the Greek Testa-
ment by Dr. Cornish, and others by
Mr. Chapman. Mr. Fenwick also gave
a course of lectures on Historical Theo-
logy. Inall these branches the students
passed very creditable examinations.
One hour a week was devoted to social
devotional services, and all had felt
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that it was well spent. In relation to
their labours, apart from their studics, .
they had supplied the pulpits of Wind-
sor, Durham, and another town, regu- ;
larly all winter, as also the church in
Hochelaga, beside having ministered in |
many other churches, to the great satis- -
faction of the variuus congregations. .
In the matter of funds, he was pleased
to say that the current expenses fund |
was kept up pretty well, and Zion
Church, among some others, contributed
liberally ; Lkowever, their college, to be
efticient, needed a larger stafi’ of pro-
fessors, the establishment of scholar-
ships and the offering of prizes ; the :
library also needed enlarging. To do
all this in a proper manner, they needed
to subscribe an endowment fund; and
in this connection he was cheered by an .
incident which had oceurred lately. A
farmer living in Ontario, although but .
slightly acquainted with the work the
college was doing, had willed it $1,500. .
That farmer had gone to his rest, and .
left. behind him an example for many to .
take pattern by. They need not will .
their money : the speaker thought it .
much better to subscribe it beforehand.
With a fund of $40,000 thenr college
would be enlarged and placed on a firm
footing. He earnestly requested them
to make an effort. Let them see what
could be done. In conclusion he
referred in terms of congratulation to
the three young gentlemen who formed
the graduating class for the year. Their
zeal and continuity were rewarded by no
mean measure of suceess, and they could
feel proud of the diplomas they had so
fairly won.—Witness.

Tue NEw BruNswick ScHOOL QuUEs-
Ti0N.—The following is the opinion of
the law oflicers of the Crown in England
on the SchoolLaw passed in 1871 by the
Legislature of New Brunswick, and with
which Sir John Macdonald decided he
had no power to interfere under the
provisions of the British North America
Act :—¢ We report that we agree sub-
stantially with the opinion expressed by
the Minister of Justice, so far as appears
from the papers before us. Whatever
may have been the practical working of
annual educational grants in the Pro-
vince of New Brunswick, the Roman
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Catholics of that Province had no such
rights, privileges, or schools as are the
subjects of the enactment in the Act of
1867. 1t is, of course, quite possible
that the new statute of the Proviuce
may work in practice unfavourably to
this or that denomination therein, and
therefore to the Roman Catholics, but
we do not think that such a state of
things is enough to bring into opevation
the restraining powers or the powers of
appeal to the Governor in Council, and
the powers of remedial legislation in the
Parlinment of the Dominion, contained

-

in the 93rd see. We agree, therefore,
in the practical conclusion arrived at by

.
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Sir J. A. Macdonald. (Signed,) J.D.
CoLeripae.”

This opinion was given before a paper
on the subject by the Roman Catholic
Bishop of St John was received in
England.  Sir John Macdonald has
sinee requested that the Law Officers
should examine the question anew in
the light of the Bishop’s argument,
There 1s no reason to believe they will
change their opinion. If the Roman
Catholics of New Brunswick are really
aggricved by the legislation of their own
local Parliament, they will have to seek
for retief within rather than from with-
out their Province.— Muil,

@ Hreval,

ANNUAL MEETINGS.

CongrEGATIONAL UnioN.—The An-
nual Meeting of the Congregational Un-
ion of Ontario and Quebec will be held
(D.V.) at Brantford, in the Congrega-
tional Church, on Wednesday, June 4th,
commencing with a public service at
half-past seven in the evening, when the
annual sermon will be preached by Rev.
E. Barker.

The Railway Companies have all con-
sented to grant tiekets for return at one
third the usual fare, to those who are
certified by the Secretary of the Union
as having paid full fare in going. Those
travelling by the Grand Trunk will ap-
ply to the undersigned for certificates
before they leave home, so as to obtain
return tickets on their fivst journey.
For the other roads, certificates given at
the meeting will suftice. As the Cana-
dian Navigation Company has not yet
been heard from, those proposing to
travel by Steamer may also correspond
with the undersigned.

1t is expected that intcresting conver-
sations will be held on the following top-
ics :—The Spirit in owr Charches; The
Christianw’s Duty towards the Temperance
Cause; Owr Week Night Prayer Meetings
—how lo deepen. the interest 0 them; The

best mode of managing the Liz.ances of the
Chareh ; each topic to be introduced by
some member of the Union, previously
chosen, in a brief paper.

The Aunual Meeting of the Canada
Congregational Missionary Society will
be held on Thursday, at 2 P.M., and
that of the Indian Mission immediately
afterwards. The Widows’ aud Orphans’
Fund Society will also hold their an-
nual meeting on Saturday at 10 A.M.

On Friday evening, a social meeting,
and on Monday evening a farewell sor-
vice will be held.

As resolved last year, more time will
be given to committees to do their work,
without lesing attendance at the meet-
ings of the Union, and arrangements
will be made for a preponderance of
the spiritual element, so as to make the
meetings more interesting to the general
public.

Wirtiam Hay,
Sec. pro tem.
Scotland, Ont.,
April 30th, 1873.

C. C.MisstoNARY SOCIETY, ANNUAL
MeeriNGg. —The twentieth annual meet-
ing of ithe Canada Congregational Mis-
sionary Society will be held in the
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Congregational Church at Brantford,
on Thursday, June Gth, at two p.m,

Tur Gexerat Comdpurrie for 1872-3
(see names on first page of 19th Annual
Report) will meet as requested last
year, “on the day preceding the regular
meeting of the Union,” namely, on
Tuesday, June 3rd, at 7 p.m.

Hexry Winkes, G. 5. 1.
CoNGREGATIONAL COLLEGE OF B.N.A.—
The Annual Meeting of the Congrega-
tional College of B.N.A. will be held in
the Congregational church, Brantford,
Ont., on Friday, June 6th, 1873, at 11
o’clock, A.M.

A committeo of the board will be ap-
pointed to examine, confer with, or give
information to candidates or others who
may desire it during the Sessiong of the
Union, at Brantford.

Georce CornNisH,
Secy. Cong. College, B.N. A.

MonTrEAL, April 22nd, 1873.

Inpian Mission —The annual mect-
ing of the Canada Congregational Indian
Missionary Society will be held in the
Congregational church, at Brantford,
Ont., on the 5th day of June next, im-
mediately after the meeting of the C.
C. Missionary Society. All subscribers
of one dollar or more per annum are
members of this Society.

Samvuer N. Jackson, M.D.,
Sceretary.

CoNGREGATIONAL PROVIDENT FuUND.
—The annual meeting of the above so-
ciety (formerly the Widows’ and Or-
phans’ Fund) will be held in the Con-
gregational Church, Brantford, Ont., on
Saturday, June 7th, 1873, at 10 a.m., for
the reception of the Report, election of
Directors, adoption of new By-Laws, and
any other business that may come before
them. A large attendance is particular-
ly requested, as the business is of great
importance.

Cuas. R. Brack.
Secretary, Board of Directors.

THE Uxrox MEETING IN BRANTFORD.
Ministers and delegates purposing toat-
tend the approaching meeting of the
Congregational Union in Brantford, are
requesied to notify the undersigned of
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their intention to do so not later than
the 25th of May—as much earlier as pos-
gible—in order that arrangem:nts may
be made for their accommodation. Par-
ties who make private arrangements are
also requested to inform me of the fact.
Those who fail to send notice of their
coming, on such occasions, and think it
will do as well to ““drop in” on the
Committee when the time comes, know
nothing of the inconvenience they cause
by sodoing. 1f any brother positively
‘‘cannot be sure” whether he can come
ornot, until the day to start, let him
gend me word thathe is coming, (D.V.,)
and then, if at last he has to relinquish
the idea, let him instantly send me a
Post Card tosay so. Attention to these
points will greatly oblige.

Travellers by Great Western Railway
will ticket through vie Harrisburg Junc-
tion, whence trains leave for Bzantford
at 8'45 and 1020 am., and 320 and
720 pm. Arrangements will be made
to meet ministers and delegates at the
depot, on Wednesday and Thursday,
June 4th and 5th, and direct them to
their lodgings.

On behalf of the Committee,
Joun Woop.

SraTisticaL  RETURNS.—Any Con-
gregational church, within the bounds
of Ontario, or Quebec, whether in connec-
tion with the Congregational Union of
0. and Q. or not, that may not have re-
ceived a blank schedule to be filled with
the statistics of the church, sent to its
pastor or clerk, will be kind enough to
communicate at once with the under-
sign d.  Those who have received such,
will please fill them as fully and accur-
ately as possible, and return immediate-
ly after the 6th of May, if not before.

E. BARKER,
Stat. Sec., Cong. Union.

Winows’ axnp OrrHANS’ Funp.—Re-
ceived since last announcement, Thank-
offering from Listowel, $2.00.

J. C. Bartox,
Treasurer.
MonNTREAL, 218t April, 1873.

CONGREGATIONAL COLLEGE oF B.N. A,
—The following sums have been received
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since the date of February 22ud, and
are hereby acknowledged :—
Montrenl, Zion Church, on

ACCOUNL. s vverer e e weneerses  S110°00
Listowell ...oovriiiiiiiinnnies 1-00
Sherbrooke,and Lennoxville

on account,per G.C........ 5600
Rev, R. T. Thomas, Lon-

don, Bng...o.oovviiiiiiiiiin 1-00

$168-00

AND SCHOOL.

N. B. The financial year is now far
advanced, and the balance is on the
wrong side for the College. Many
churches have mnot yet remitted any
contributions on account of this year.
Will the pastors or ofticers of such kind-
ly take note of this, and remit with all
couvenient speed ?

Grorae CornNrsH,
Secretary.
Montreal, April 23rd, 1873.

Home wd School.

HOW THE ¢‘OLD, OLD STORY” WAS
TOLD T0 A LITTLE CHILD.

Mr. Mompesson said thatif I would
try to understand, he would tell me an-
other story, and mentioning the familiar
name to which I had hitherto attached
little or nomeaning, he began and told
me the old story, the happy story, the
good news of the glorious child, and
how angels came and sang to the shep-
herds as they watched their flocks by
night. He told this with a tender recol-
lection of what a little child he was
speaking to ; he must have done it, for
I understood some of his meaning and
remember it.

When men were turned out of Eden
they got worse and worse, and they
could not make themselves any better,
but the great Son of God who sat with
Him on the throne promised that he
would come down to this world to die
for them, that God might forgive them
and take thein to heaven Himself, which
was a better place than Eden.

I listened with eager wonder, but,
strange to say, there wasone thing 1
heard with distrust—Christ was born
in a stable—I asked my informant if he
was sure of that. He answered with a
serene smile, ‘¢ Yes, Christ was so hum-
ble that he chuse to be born in a
stable.” ;

Glimpses of beneficent miracles, the
hot country, the aloes, the palm trees,
the waters of that pool which angels
were wont to trouble with their wings ;

¢limpses of these things, broken, but
still lovely, come to my mind as reflect-
ed from the precious fragments of this
marvellous story. ButI had afear lest
the end should be like the end of Eden
and when he told me anything more
than commonly delightful to listen to, [
begged him to repeat it for me again.

At last he told me theend. Perhaps
to tell it in such a way was a new thing
to him ; perhaps this impressed his awn
heart the more ; cevtain it is that when
he had told me of the agony in the
garden and the crown of thorns, his
voice, always sweet, became touched
with unasual emotion.

But when he went on : there was
darkness all over the land. I under-
stood that the Saviour died. I was
amazed to hear it, and overawed by
the gravity of the narrator, I begged
him to stop, and there was a long
pause.

Children are so easily moved. Iwept ;
but, babe that I was, and ignorant, 1
said those were wicked people, and I
hated them. He said, ¢ Christ the
Sm;iour would forgive both them and
us,

¢ But was not Christ dead ?”

‘“He was when then they took Him
down from the cross and laid Himin a
sepulchre.”

I listened, and wondered, and he told
me how on that sultry morning long ago
the woman came before day-dawn and
looked in at the open door of the sepul-
chre where the body of Jesus had lain.

At this point in his narrative, I think
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it was that he took from his breast-
pocket a little book and read from it all
the remainder of the Gospel story, begin-
ning with the ever comforting words,
¢ Woman, why weepest thou?’ and
ending ‘Lo, I am with you always,
even to the end of the world.,” So then,
Christ the Redeemer lived again, he
told me, and was gone up to heaven to
pray for us, and if we trusted in Him,
and strove to please Him, we should
certainly go to Him when we died, and
never sce that place I had seen a picture
of.

Upon this, being very glad, I lifted
up my face to kiss Mr. Mompesson. I
had been a good deal awed and frighten-
ed while the issue of the event was
doubtful, and now in my relief and ex-
ultation I danced -about the place for
joy. Most people, I should think, would
have checked these manifestations of
delight with severity, as irreverent.
Mr. Mompesson did not. He sat look-
ing on with his arms folded, repeating,
when I asked him, that what he had
told me was quite true, *‘ perfectly true;”
and when, tired at last, I came to him
to be taken on his knee, he held mein
his arms, and said that now Imust try
and be a good child. —Off the Skelligs,
by Jean Ingelow. .
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CONFIRMATION OF SCRIPTURE.

. It has often been doubted if the bless-
ings and cuisings spoken on Monunts
Ebal and Gerizim, as recorded in Deut,
xxvil. could really be heard by the
people in the valley below, who were to
*‘answer and say Amen.”  On this point
a writer in the London Sunday School
Times says :—“On the 22nd of March
last I stood myself on Gerizim—not on
the top, but on a spur, like a platform,
on the side, above the valley : and thero
is a similar platform opposite, on Ebal.
A friend stood on Ebal, opposite. There
was a congregation of from twelve to fif-
teen below us, My friend on Bbal first
read the curses (see Deut. xxvii.) one by
one; and the people below shouted,
Aren, after cach of them. I followed,
reading the blessings in the next chap-
ter, and our friends below responding
the same with their ‘Amen.’ Then we
read several verses in the fivst chapter of
John, and the one and other reading
every alternate sentence. Not only the
people in_the village below, but I my-
self, standing on the side of Gerizim,
could hear most distinetly every word
that my friend read on the side of Ebal
and vice versa. 'We did not measure the
distance, but it was estimated by the
party to be nearly a mile.”

“INDEPENDENT ” AFFAIRS.

The proprietors of this magazine held
a special mesting in Toronto on the 29th
April, at which several important items
of business were transacted. Some of
these will be made known to our friends
in a circular, which will be issued after
the present number, and which pastors
and others into whose hands copies may
come are earnestly requested, first, to
read and consider for themselves, and
secondly, to put into the hands of the
head of every family, whether member
or attendant, connected with the Con-
gregational churches of the Dominion.

The object in view, in thus addressing
our friends at this time, is, that such
counsel and action may be taken in every
locality, as may enable ministers and

delegates to come to the Union Meeting
with definite knowledge and plans.

One new measure now proposed may
be entitled the ¢‘wholesale” plan, 1t
is embodied in the following resolution,
emanating from the Bond Street Church,
Toronto, and adopted, after amend-
ments, here incorporated, by the pro-
prietors.

““That this church, desiring to have all
its members and adherents kept con-
stantly informed in res}. :ct to the prin-
ciples and proceedings of the Congrega-
tional Body, and at the same time to in-
creage the circulation and resources of
the CanapraN INDEPENDENTY submit
the following proposal to the proprietors
of that magazine :—
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‘1, Thatanychurch or responsible in-
dividual paying within three months for
100 copies, to be sent to one address,
shall be supplied at the rate of $75 per
100 copies, $40 for 50, $20 for 25, and
810 for 12 copies.

2, That the church or individual so
subscribing shall be entitled to collect
from the several local subsecribers not
less than 81 per annum, but shall be at
liberty to make free distribution of sur-
plus copies at discretion.

3. Thatthis plancomeinto , c¢ration
with the commencement of Vol. XX.,
viz: July, 1873, and that any church
or individual subscribing as above shall
be credited with the amount paid by
subscribers on their list on account of
that v. lume, but shall not be charged
with arrears due for previous volumes.”

We would strongly press this propos-
al upon our friends thoughout the coun-
try. We count it a great loss to the in-
dividual, and to the body, when any one
fails to receive this monthly bulletin.
It does any Christian man good, to sym-
pathise with his brethren. It does a
church good, to help other churches.
By the ‘ wholesale” plan, a chuarch
would have an interest in seeing its mem-
bers supplied with the magazine. The
increase of Christian publicspirit among
them would make them better workers
and givers in their own church. The
details of canvassing, collecting and dis-
tributing could easily be attended to by
some active young people, who would
take pleasure in the work, and, beingon
the spot, could attend to it far more
efficiently than is possible to a distant
office. While, to the magazine, the de-
liverance from many bad debts, and the
diminution of “retail” charges and
work, together with the extension of the
circulation, would compensate for the
discount taken off. Thus the benefit
wounld be reciprocal.

A sccond proposal, emanating from
the same church, and likewise approved
by the proprietors, is as follows :—

“That it be further proposed to the
proprietors of the CANADIAN INDEPEN-
DENT, to allow any church to add, at its
own charges, to each monthly issue, or
as often ¥s may be desired, a supple-
ment referring to its own proceedings,

¢ INDEPENDENT '’ AFFAIRS.

the same to be attached only to those
cupies circulating within such church.”

In this form, the Magazine can be
“localised,” and innumerable reports
of things done, notices of things to be
done, facts and appeals, of great interest
locally, but not fit furgeneral publication,
can be brought before thuse who ought
to receive them, buu who would faii to
do so in any other way. Any ‘live”
pastor can see how many things he
could thus bring beforehis people, better
than through any other channel. Dea-
cons, S. S. Superintendents, and all
other leaders of Christian work, could
use the same vehicle of communication.
The supplement can be of two pages, or
four, or eight; can be issued monthly,
bi-monthly, quarterly, or atirregular
intervals, whenever there is anything to

* make it up ; can be printed on the spot,

and then attached to the magaziue, or
laid loosely in it.; or it can be inserted
here,—in which case the cost would be
$3 per single 100 copies for two pages,
84.50 for four.

We may be partial ; butjt seems to
us, that with the INDEPENDENT in
every family, and every church issuing its
own supplement, a great step in advance
would be taken. .

As to the editorial vacancy, that mat-
ter is engaging the earnest attention of
the proprietors; but it is premature to
make any announcement until final
action has been taken,

Ep1irorrat Postscripr.—This number
has waited for the Union Committee,
meeting 29th April, to make its an-
nouncement. We intend to have that
for June in the hands of our readers
before the 1st of the month. Corres-
pondents must count on no indulgence
as to time.

Our present number is very full of
“business,” but unavoidably so. We
regret to deprive our young readers of
their usual share of space.

An obituary of Rev. D. Dunkerley,
who died at Durham, P.Q., on the 6th
April, aged 81, will appear in our next.




