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NOTIGES.

Our Secretary complains bitterly of the
arrears of wwny of our subscribers and
agents. He bas written again and again
to most of them, and has ncither received
remittances of money nor explavations of
any sort. Now, this state of matters can-
‘not and shall not continue. The whole
business of the Recorp in its present
form and under its present management
mast be wound up or the 31st December,
before which all accounts must be settled.
We are now in debt with the publishers,
and each month embarrasses us more and
more. We reguire every doliar of mouey

due us; and if any part of the same re-
" meins unpaid we shall be umable to that
swmount to pay ourdebts. A our friends,
ad readers, and subacribers willing that, af-
ter an honorable and nseful career of abont
&quarter of a centary, we shoald wind up
b; inability to pay our honest debts? If
tdt, then pey up.
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The Synod of the Maritime Provinces will
meet (D. V.) in St. Andrew's Church, St
Jobn, N. B., on Tuesday, the 5th October, at
Tolclock, p.m. Sermon by Rev, R. Sedg-
vick, Moderator. Clerks of Presbyteries are
tequested to forward to the undersigned, ten

473 previous to themeeting of Synad, re-

vised Rolls of Presbyteries, with notices of all
changes affecting the Roll of Syned, which
have occurred since the meeting for organiza-
tion at Montveal,

As no Committee on Synodical Business has
yet been appointed, the Clerk of Synod will
teke charge of any papers involving business
to come before Synod, that may be transmitted
to him.

ALEXANDER FALCONER,
Synod Clerk, Dartmouth.

There will be & meeting of the Com-
mittee in charge of the matters pertaiving
to the Divinity Hall, of Halitax, held in
the Vestry of St. Stephen’s Church, St
John, o Tuesday morning, the fifth day
of Octobar, at eleven o'clock. The mem*
bers of the Committee are Revds. John
Campbell, D. McRae, James Murray, John
McMillan and Professor Pollok.

Jornx CAMPBELL,
Convener.

——

The thirty-fourth scssion of Queen’s
College, Kingston, will be opened on the
6th of October next, at 3 o’clock p. m.
Professor Mowat will deliver the address.
The examinafion for 1875~76 will begin in
the Convocation Hall on the following
day.
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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

The minutes of the first General As-
sembly of the Presbyterian Church in
Canada have been forwarded to us.
They form quite a large pamphlet, and
will be-read with great interest, not only
within the bounds of the now united
Chureh, but all over the world : forming
us they do a most important document
such as shall be a historical instrument
for all time to come. There are two or
three things however, which, it seems to
us, are at fault. Some of these eannot
now be remedied, but some of them
can ; and, therefore, we draw attention
to them in the interest of our Church,
of which each and cvery adherent
has just reason to be proud. We
thisk it a pity, therefore, that the min-
utes entered upon the several books of
the united Churches bave not been
published in full as well as that of the
“ Presbyterian Church of Canada.” pub-
lished on pages 3 and 4. We can see
no reason, except that of economy of
of space and money, why the one should
be published in full and the other three
merely explained. 'The explanation is
further eouched in such terms that it is
supremely difficult to reconstruct these
several important minutes exactly as
they were passed. In fact the process
would be a much simpler one to write
to the Clerks of the three Charches and
from them get extracts of the same, than
to attempt the problem.

The preamble, basis of union and ae-
companying resolutions are given in full,
50 that for all time to come a member of
the Church can understand precisely the
conditions under which he finds himself
where he is. A moment’s reflection
must satisfy any reasonable man that
these conditions are fair and honorable
to all concerned.

As one reads over those interesting
minutes, there i3 one thing which must
appear very striking indeed, namely,
the appointment of the Assembly’s stand-
ing Committees. It was net at all judi-
ciously done-as a few facts will show.
These are such facts as follow. One
minister is on six Committees, two
others ou eight each, two others on five
each, and one on seven. This would
be unadvoidable if the Church wasa
small ene and the number of Committees.
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large. But such is not the case. The
number of Committees is comparatively
small, and the number of ministers upon
the roll of the Church very large.
As a eonsequence of these things, when
wa look aver the names of the four old
Churches as given in the minntes, we
find that there are many names of min-
isters who held important and influential
positions in the Churches now united,
some of whose names appear on one or
two unimportant Cormnittees, and others
appear nowhere. This state of matters
13 much to be regretted, seeing that those
who are upon so many will ind it 2 sim-
ple impossibility to attend tothe work en-
trusted to them; whereas many of those
whose pames are omitted would be
pleased and deli%hbed to share in the
work of the Church, fr whose common
good all her followers are anxious to
work. Itis hoped, therefore, that the
very first thing taken ap at next As-
sembly will be a revision of the Assem-
bly’s Standing Committees, and it is fur-
ther hoped that the Committee to mature
measures for next Assembly will have
taken this matter up at the meeting
held on the first.

The appendix contains the minutes
of the first meeting of the two Synods
of Montreal and Ottaws, and of Toronto
and Kingston, and also of Hawmilton and
London. Why the minutes of the re-
constructed Synod of the Maritime Pro-
vinces have not seen the light through
the pages of the interesting document
under review we cannot tell ! Who was
remiss in duty ? The Synod was or
dered to meet like the others ; did meet,
and kept its proceeding effectually to
itself. We look upon this asa great
misfortune.  Strange that our Synod of
the Maritime Provinces—the Syuod of
the Bast—and that of Manitoba—the
Synod of the West—should be together
in this matter! As it is, these two
Synods have kept their proceedings to
themselves.

There are evidences of the haste with
which the sheets were prepared for pub-
lication. 'We say nothing of punctua
tign, as that is an unimportant matter
On page 2, and a= Convener of the
Edueation Board, P. L. L. P., we have
G. M. Grant, Esq., of Halifax—a gen
tleman we have never heard of under
that designation. On page 11, again
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we have 2 Synod designated the © Synod
of Mantreal and Kingston,” where the
# 8ynod of Montreal and Ottawa” is
meant; and also on page 12 we have
the * Synod of Toronto,” where we
should have the “ Synod of Toronto and
Kingston.”

On the whole, however, we are more
than pleased to have in mur possession
such an interesting pamphlet as « The
Acts and Proceedings of the First Genex
ral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
in Canada,” and hope that suflicient
numbers have been struck off so that
every Minister and Elder in the Church
can have a copy.

0T
L v

THE RETURN OF REV. JORN GOODWILL.

The Rev. Mr. Goodwill, who tor seve-
ral years past has been so zealously and
faithfully laboring as_our missionary in
the Clurch’s foretgn field, has been com-
pelled to return home. Failing health,
the result of the trying and severe cli-
mate of the Idand on which he was
lorated, compelled himto forego thework
upon which he had set his heart and to
enter upon which he gave up a good pre-
fermont in the Chureh on his departure.
But God doeth all things not ounly for
His own glory, but also for the ultimate
@ood of his creatures. Though Mr.
Goodwill was not able to stand the work
and the climate in the foreign field. we
trust that his native air and a time of
rest and relaxation will shovtly so ve-
cruit him that ke will be enabled to
enter upon the duties of some one of
our vacant parishes, and among “our
brethren and neighbors” break the bread
of life.

Who will ﬁo to take up the work so
vigorously and persistently maintained
by Mr. Goodwilt 2 In battle when one

soldier falls by wounds or weakness, the”

opening thus made must be filled by a
comrade of the fallen one; so must it be
among soldiers of the cross.  One soldier
has been carried off the mission field in
the Providence of God; who is pre-
pared to take his place 2 The standard
of the Cross must not be permitted to
remain in the dust.
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OONGRATULATION.

A most pleasing feature of the moat-
ing of the General Assembly in Mon-
treal, was the congratulation which was
reccived from the sister Churches on
the consununation of the Union. The
Ivish Church, at the time assembled in
General Assembly, sent greetings and
congratulations ; the Methodist Confer-
ence, assembled at Kingston, sent by
telegraph fraternal greetings and salu-
tations; and the Diocesan Synod of
Montreal (Church of Bugland) passed.
the following vesolution, which was sent
accompanied by a very fraternal and
firendly letter from the Bishop :

Resalved, ‘¢ That the Syaod. having
learned with pleasuve that the union of the
several Presbyterian Chuarches in she Do-
minion of Cunada has beea happily effects
ed, would respectfully. request the most
Reverend the Metropolitan™ to convey to
that United Body our sipcere congratula-
tions.”

After the rising of the .Geperal As-
sembly, the Episcopal Synod of Toronto,
at one of its wmweetings, passed the fol-
lowing resolution, which has since been,
sent to, the Ex-Moederators of the
Churches which entered the Union. 1t
was as follows :

Resoiwed, ““ That the Synod of thig
Diocese, deeply interested in the anity of
Christiaps everywhere, begs respectfully to
congratulate the Presbyterian Church of
Canada on the movement by which it has
been placed on its present basis; and hum-
bly hopes that sach an auspicious event
may inspire other Christian Bodies with &
like desirg for uniop, and earnestly prays
that it may prove a precursor of the ulti-
mate unity of all Christian communities
that hold to the Faith of the ancient
Church, 8s expressed in the creeds of the
first Four generatl Councils,”

We have the honor to be,
Reverend Sir,
Your very obd't. serv’ts,
A J. BroveuaLL, M. A,
ZZon. Clerical Secretary.
Grores Hopeixs, LL. D,
Hon. Lay Secrctary.
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We are surprised at the fall of a fa-
mous professor ; but in the sight of God,
the man was gone before ; it is only we
that have now first discovered it.  « He
that despiscth small things shall fall. by
little and little—Newton.
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VISITATION OF THE GHURGHES BY REV.
J. FRASER GAMPBELL.

Since Mr. Fraser Campbell’s appoint-
ment by the Foreign }ission Board, he
has been engaged in visifing the Churches
with great industry and many indications
of favor of the Lord. One Sunday was
spent in Pictou town, the next in Earl-
town, and the next at Oxford, where
the Communion was administered for
the first time. The following Monday
he preached in Pugwash, and he had
arranged to be in River John for the
next two evenings on the way to Cape
Breton. He writes, «“ At River John
prospects were bad for meeting. A
splendid day for hay, much hay out,
evening clouding up for rain, and the
circus m the village for the night. But
to my joy the big church was furll, though
not crowded. The circus seemed to
have a poor titse of it. The whole state
ot matters, including the manifest earn-
estness, greatly cheered me 2s affording
evidence of the reality and permanency
of the work of last winter. On Wed-
nesday night the church was crowded.
Collection over $51.00.”

On the following Sunday he assisted
Mr. McKichan in dispensing thc Com-
munion at Broad Cove, C. B, and

reached at Mabou in the evening. On

londay a meeting of the Broad Cove
congregation was held, at which it was
agreed (1) that it was due to the Pictou
Presbytery in return for their care over
them to delay entering the Union until
it was known what the Presbytery
would do, and (2) that they were ready
to enter the United Church whenever
the Presbytery agreed to do so: and the
hope was generally expressed that the
Presbytery would see its way to unite
before the meeting of Synod in October.

On the Tuesday following, Mr. Camp-
bell spoke at Lake Ainslie. On Tues-
day evening and on Wednesday morn-
ing at Whycocomagh. On Thursday
at Little Narrows. And on the Sab-
bath at Middle River.

On Monday, Aug 16th, he went to
Port Hawkesbury to meet Rev. Messrs.
Muir and Playfair. The esteem in which
these fathers hold Mr. Cawpbell may be
estimated from the fact, that their sole
object in visiting Cape Breton wasto
meet him. They informed Mr. Grant
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that they could spend only one day in
Halifax, as they must see Mr. Campbell,
and be accordingly telegraphed bim to
meet them. A puvate letter from Mr.
Campbell gives an account of his und
their movements on the following days.
He writes :

“X was in doubt when I received your
telegram whether they were coming to
meet the congregations or to see scenery,
but finally concluded that, as they were 10
remain only two days, it could not be the
former, and therefore must be the latter.
I made arrangements accordingly cither to
drive them to Middle River, Margaree,
Broad Cove, &c., or to accompany them to
Sydney ; and even when I learned what
their principal object was, I wished them
to see a3 much as possible, and left the
choice of routes witH them. ‘They chose
Sydney, and we came on. On the way

r. Muir expressed a wish to be with me
in one of my meetings, and to help me. So,
though I had on reception of your telegram
refrained from making aoy appointments
for the week, I arranged to be in Little
Glace Bay on Wednesday night. Our in.
timatious were not very well circulated
through various circumstances, but in these
mining places it i3 easy to send word
around, and g fair audience gathered,
though somewhat late. I addressed them
and Mr. Muir spoke shortly also, Mr.
Playfair leading in prayer, V{'e spent the
whole day among the minds, &c.; went
down ths Reserve mine, visited two schools,
&c., and they seemed to enjoy the day.
Afier the meeting I drove them into Syd-
ney, and saw them on board the steamer,
which left about six o’clock next morning
for West Bay.

“1 was inclined to re.arn with them
that far, but duty scemed opposed to in-
clination, and I decided—especially as they

.were unwilling that I should leave my

work-~to have a meeting at Lorway Mines
on Thursday evening, and one at Cow
Bay on Friday evening, In either case I
had arranged to be in Sydney on Sabbath,
for which day both congregations had in-
viteq me. This arrangement I had carried
out.”

Since Sunday, the 22nd, his move-
ments have been as follows :

*¢ I spoke to-day (Ang. 23rd) at T :itch’s
Creek, where they had the Communion
yesterday, and am (D. V.) to speak at
Sydney Mines to-morrow night, Little
Brag d’Or, Wednesday; Big Bras d'Or,
Thursday forenoon ;and W. end of Boular-
derie Friday .forenoon ; . Forks, Baddeck
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River, (Saturday 1) Sabbath and Monday,
{(Communion); and probably St. Anu’s
Fridey following (Communion). Then,
returning to Sydncy, preach in Mira on
Sept. 5th, and work on by Loch Lomond
to Port Hastings on the 12th, and River
Inhabitants on the {4th; River Dennis on
the 15th, and Malagawalcht on the 16th
September.”’

e wiites hopefully and cheerfully of
the signs that the Lord is blessing his
labors, referring, too, not so much to the
money collections made at his meetings
or to the increased general interest, but
to definite personal results. At one

place he says: ** I trust I was privileged-

tc lend a fine young man into peace in
believing.”  1le speaks of receiving a
letter from a lady in Ontario who had
iong greatly desired to go to India asa
wissionary, and who had consulted Rev.
Mr. Ried on the subject, who again had
advised her to write to him. ¢ \What]
wish to see,” he says, “is the Church
sending against the enemy not a feeble
forlorn” hope here and “there, but an
army at once.” Again, he says :

. “Iventure *» be confident that the As-
sembly will no: Ye unfrithful to the Master,
or 50 faint-hear.~d as to hesitate through
fear or lack of funds, about accepting every
suitable lnborer who will offer. I feel sure
that the people will give in proportion as
there is need, and that should an hundred
offor {(which is more than I dare hope for
immediately) the moral influence would be
such that funds would be forth coming.
But I rely not on mere probabilities of
moral influcnce. Xf only the Church will
trust its Iead, and not through distrust
interfere with His work, He will provide
the means. It is well that those who by
God’s grace have been brought to feel most
interest in the work, and most faith in the
Lord regarding it, should be prepared, so
that they may not be taken by surprise.. ..
I think we may confidently expect a few
young ladies &5 Zenana workers ready to
go next fall, and others the year after.
Young men, except Divinity students, will
take longer before they can be ready to go,
as their studies will occupy so many years.

“In talking over my proposed work to
Mr. Muir, he suggested that in addition to
whatever our Church may do in the way
of establishing new stations in India, it
might undertake 8 sort of general evange-
listic mission, something like that of the
Society which sent Rev Mr. Sommerville
last winter, i. ¢., send suitable men to
preach the Gospel to English speaking
ustives all over the country: the converts
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not to be formed into a separate Church,
but united to the Churches already organ-
ized in connection with existing mussions,
at least where there are such Churches.
Were this idea adopted, it would afford us
an opportnnity not only of strengthening
tiie hands of the Zenana workers we already
have, but of planting other wherever the
dvor would be opened.”

We have taken the liberty of making
these extracts that the prayers of the
Church may be called forth in behalt of
Mr. Campbell, not only as preaching the
Gospel and doing the work of an evan-
gelist, but as looking forward to and
preparing for work in India.

Tt

Articles Selected,

The General Assembly, Church of
Scotland.

The last General Assembly was a
very busy and important, if not a very
exciting Assembly. A great deal of .
work was done, and many questions of
the highest moment to the Church dis-
cussed. Foremost of all may be con-
sidered the legislation arising out of the
Act abolishing Patronage. The neces-
sary legislation took two forms—(1) a
seres of Regulations as to tie keeping
of Communion-rolls ; and (2} a series of
Regulations for the election and ap-
pointment of ministers.  The considera-
tion of these regulations occupied much
of the Assembly’s time. Bach regula-
tion was examined, and in most cases
debated by itself’; all views were freely
represented and discussed ; and the re-
sult may be held to be satisfactory. The
communicants and adherents of the
Church are clearly and broadly defined
in harmony with its national constitu-
tion, and the order and mode of elect-
ing miaisters laid down insuch a man-
ner as is likely to prove, so far as the
limited experience which has yet occur-
ed can be a guide, highly workable and
successful.*

#* The Acts as to the keeping Communion-
rolls, and as to tne election of ministers, bave
both been printed for circulation, and may be
had of the publishers, Messrs. Blackwood.
A copy was sent to every Presbytery clerk,
and it would be well that all concerned in the

“election of ministers should possess them
without delay.
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Of the success of the congregational
election of ministers, so far as has hithers
to been tried, there can hardly be any
doubt, save in the most prejudiced minds,
Not & few elections have already taken
place both in country and town parishes,
and almost inyariably they have been
conducted with decorum and good feel-
ing, and, moreover, in most cases with a
conspicuous deference to the self-respect
of those who have been spoken of as
candidates. Congregations have been
satisfied, and appointments made which,
whether or not ideally the best in all
cases, will certainly contrast favorably
with the appointments made under the
old Patronage law. Any slight distur-
bances which have arisen have been in
cases where the elements of disturbance
were rife, and would have broken out
under any system of election whatever.
Under no other system would these dis-
turbing elements have been less opera-
tive than they have been. Even those
who may have been least auxious for
the abolition of the law of Patronage
can hardly deny that there seems to be
a prospect of more harmonious settle-
ments under the new than under the
old order of things. At so far as the
intellectual standing and character of
the clergy are concerned, the Church
has this in her own power—as she has
always had—and is not entitled to blame
any system for settling ministers whom
she berself has licensed and sent forth
for the purpose of supplying her
parishes. If congregations insist upon
some measure of popular gifts, as well as
genral incellectual character, who can
blawe them for tlis? Why should any
man be chosen for the office of a preacher
whom neither nature nor art has quali-
fied to speak with interest or effect?
The indictment of the popular taste in
this respect has always appeared to us
somewhat-shallow. No doubt congrega-
tions will make mistakes, and sometimes
choose fluency in preference to solidity,
and accept showy declamation for well-
informed eloquence.; but patrons surely
were not abeve such .mistakes any more
than congregations, while they were
subject to mistakes all their own, and
sometimes far more injurious in their in-
fluences upon parishes.

Nothing is more strange in connection
with the recent abolition of Patronage
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than the sudden elevation into which the
deceased Patron has risen in the eyes of
certain people who profess extremely
liberal views respecting the Church. A
writer in the ¢ Pall Mall Gazette’ has
returned once more to this view of the
subject. The *lay patron,” it is said,
“acted as the representative of the
State ;” “the body now invested with
the patronage is not any legal represen-
lative—not the ratepayers, nor those
who might conceivably act as delegates
of the State—but the communicants and
adherents of each congregation. Nothin
could more denationahse the Church
and form it into a State-paid seet.”
There is something amazing in such
statemnents oa the part of any fair and
well-informed person. No lay patron,
so far as we know, represented anybody
but himself. Take any sr-cial illustra-
tion—the Duke of Buceleugh, or the
Duke of Argyll, or the Earl of Zetland ;
it is surely an abuse of Jangunage to suy
that they were the representatives of the
State in the exercise of their Church
patronage.  These and many other
atrons did their best, and no blame is
impated to them. But if they were re-
presentative at 21l in the exercise of their
undoubted right, they represented the
parish and congregations—those very
communicants and adherents who are
spoken of with so much contempt by the
writer in the ¢ Pall Mall Gazette” And
how the transference of a right from a
single patron to those on whose behalf
the right was alone legally euntitled to be
exercised, should have any denationalis-
ing effect passes comprehension. In waat
sense are * communicanis and adher-
ents,” or in other words the congrega-
tions, of the National Church, less na-
tional than “lay patrons”? Is their
position less national, or their interests
less national ? It is said that the Patron
was of no definite ecclesiastical colour;
the “ congregations” must all belong to
the Church.  The ¢ ratepayers ” as such,
or others who might * conceivably act as
delegates of the State,” have no voice in
the election. But the fact that the lay
Elatron did not necessarily belong to the
National hurch surely made him less
rather than more national than those
who belong to it. All who know Scot-
land know this very well; and that if
there is any class in the country less
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“ national” than others, it is that very
class amongst whom the lay patrons
wre chiefly found. And as for the
ubiquitous ratepayer, what makes him as
such so national 7 For the most part he
pays his rates because he cannot help
doing so; and if besides paying his rates
he chooses for some deliberately chosen
good of his own to refuse communion
with the National Church, why should
his rates entitle him to interfere with the
interests of a Church trom which, of his
own free will, he has separated himself'?
Why should he or his {riends wish him
to interferc? e has preferred some-
thing that he thinks better. Iivery rate-

ayer who secks the benefits of the

ational Church has rights and privi-
leges regarding it. No one can both
reject & good and have it. And every
institution—even a National Church—
must be worked on the intelligible prin-
ciple of belonging to those who in point
of fact do belong to it.

We have been led too far into these
remarks; but the trath is, that the aboli-
tion of Patronage seems to us, on the

art of certain people who claim to be

iberals, to have been made the occasion
of more bad and ill-natured logic than
one could have supposed possible. It
has denationalised the Church, and has
converted it into asect! It has given
an impulse to disestablishment! ~The
simple historical fact Leing, that the
British Legislature has repealed an Act,
known as the Act of Queen Aune,
which the same British Legislature en-
forced in the face of the unanimous re-
monstrance of the Church, and of which
the Church may be said never to have
ceased to complain.  What may be the
issue of the new order of things no one
can foretell. We venture on no pro-

hecy; but one would require to be
1gnorant both of logic and of history, to
write and speak of the recent legislation
which has abolished Patronage in the
manner which is persistently done in
eertain quarters. Let us hope that the
congregations of the National Church
throughout the country, under the regu-
lations now laid down by the General
Assembly, and the course of events, may
couspicuously demonstrate the extrava-
ant inferences which have been drawn
from a long-delayed act of justice.

Immediately connected with the elec-
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tive rights of congregations under the
new system arose the question of the
rights of munisters and congregations
who might, in the altered state of things,
desire to return to the Church which
they had forsaken, or from which they
were separated by causes which might
appear to them no longer the same as
before.  Here, too, there has been great
scope for misrepresentation, and some
have fully availed themselvesof it. The
wish of the Church to open her doors to
any who might desire to returr to her—
now that patronage is gone—has been
set forth as a mere wish on her part to
weaken other Churches—to repair her
breaches at their expense. It has been
said that the proposal to admit ministers
of the Free Church to join the National
Charch on easier terms than heretofore
is to insult the Free Church. The fact
that Free Church ministers as a body
have not manifested any eagerness to
rejoin the Charch, has been considered
a public testimony to the strength of
their principles, and the independence
of their character and position. It is
not necessary to make any reply to
statements of this kind. Those who be-
lieve that the only object of the prevail-
ing party in the Church who obtained
the abolition of Patronage was to weaken
the Free Church, or to insult it there-
after by overtures of union, must be al-
lowed to hold their opinion. It may be
permitted, however, to one who had no
connection—political or otherwise—with
those who were instrumental in obtain-
ing the abolition of Patronage, to hold
that other motives had also some influ-
ence in urging the legislation of last year.
The divided state of Scottish Presbyte-
rianism was admitted to be a ceandal by
all.  The feelings of alienation and hos-
tility out of which the Disruption had
sprung had considerably died down.
An important section of the Free Church
were notoriously as much devoted to the
principle of the national establ:shment
of religion as any member of the Estab-
hished Church itself.  Why should not
something be done to give an opportuni-
ty, if nothing more, of reconsideration,
and possibly of reunion, to those who
were thus separated. Adherence to
principle is a good thing—manly adher-
ence to a position even unhappily taken
up may be highly creditable; but Chris-
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tian union, if it can be brought about
without sacrifice of principle, is surely
also a good thing. It deserves some
sacrifice also. It is a fine thing to be
true to principle; but it is a finer thing
still to sacrifice personal or party scru-
ples in the view of a common Christian
good. It is obvious that the abolition of
Patronage has not removed the chief
obstacles of the Free Church—as a
Church—to reunion with the Establish-
ed Church. Butif there are those with-
in the Free Church who think that much
has heen done to remove those obstacles
—who, in fact, can barely see them any
longer from their point of view—it is
hardly becoming on the part of members
of the Established Charch to flout the
reverse of this in their face. Every man
should get eredit for his convictions; and
if there were two or three, or half-a-
dozen, Free Church ministers to signify
their wish to join the Established Church
since the abolition of Patronage, they
are, upon any ground of fairness, just as
much entitled to honesty and credit,
from their point of view, as those who
obstinately refuse to join. It is a pre-
vailing but _fallacious idea, that honesty
and high-mindedness are more associated
with obstinacy in maintaining a posi-
tion once taken up, than in yielding a

osition when it is seen to be untenable.

othing could be more reasonable, there-
fore, than to open a way for the honour-
able return of any Free Church minister
who may possibly wish to return to the
National Church, if tlis could be done
consistently with the Church’s constitu-
tion and dignity. The Church has pass-
ed in its day Acts of exclusion. These
may have been necessary in their time.
But there is a time also for Acts of in-
clusion, and especially in reference to
those who have received the same edu-
cation as her present ministers, and been
ordained by those who have gone out
from her pale. The © Overture and In-
terim Act on the admission of Ministers
of other Presbyterian Churches" con-
templates this object. No miuister what-
ever who has not received an education
the same as that received by our owr min-
isters, and been ordained in the same
manner, can be admitted under this Act.
It may remain inoperative. Butan Act
of comprehension so reasonable and well-
founded—even should it lead to no re-
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sults whatever—is yet creditable to the
Church, both to its Christian spirit and
its constitutional breadth and freedom of
action.

The only remaining portion of the
Assembly proceedings which deserves
mention at present is the Overture sent
down to Preshyteries anent the Sub-
seription of Elders to the Confession of
Faith. This Overture was agreed to be
transmitted unanimously. It opensupa
most important subjeet, which it is to be
hoped will be calmly and fully dist ussed.
It is the result of the labour of a com-
mittee on the Eldership which has work-
ed diligently for some years. It claims,
as such, respectful consideration. It is
intended to meet grave difficulties which
cannot be long ignored. This intention
should secure it, if not from argument
and opposition, yet from mere cavil or
unreasoning rejection. J. T.

What are the Real Foes of the
Christian Cause?

BY THE REV. D. MACRAE.

Continuing his interesting lectures, 1st
Cor. xii. 1—6, on last Sabbath, the Rev.
D. Macrae said, we have seen what
were the principal cause of the agitation
existing in the chureh, to which this
epistie was addressed ; what fired zeal,
stimulated fervor, worked cnergy, and
created a life among its members, which
they mistook for religion, but which was
really the feverish life of an envy and
a dissension that tendered to therr ruin.
They were animated, not by love to
Christ—His name was not a rallying
centre of peace and good order—but a
war cry of strife and party feeling.
They were banded together not by sor-
row at the actual evils existing in the
world around them. No. They were
letting the spirit of that world pervade
their ranks, while they were busily en-
gaged in magnifying the differences be-
tween sect and sect.

How is it in our day ? What, in our
time, excites the liveliest interest of men
in questions bearing upon miorality, re-
ligion, and the higher life of our race ?
Is'it sorrow and shame at the degrading
habits of vice, and the actualities of
crime that oceur from day to day in our
communities ?  Are we, as Christians
by profession, concerned very deeply
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abont these matters 7 Or, do we not
rather take a vastly livelier interest in
the fict that we are called by one namne
or other of the many diversified sects
that prevail in what we term the
Christian world ?

To bring the questian to a practical
issue, let me suppose a case. Within
the last ten days, a vessel that had only
a few hours before left our harbor, re-
turned, not because she had encountered
a tempest, and was dismasted, nor be-
cause she had sprung aleak; nor be-
cause she had proved to be in any re-
spect unseaworthy. No, for a sadder
reason—{or one of an entirely different
order. A murder had been committed
on board of that vessel-—a murder, if
we speak of degrees in such a crime, of
a character peculiarly atrocious and
shocking. And now there lie in our
prison three men awaiting their (rial tor
this dastardly crime—destined, if proved
to be guilty, to be put to the poorest use
to which human beings can be put—to
die the death justly incurred by their
fiendish cruelty.

Now, we claim to be a Christian peo-
ple. The vessei referred to sailed from
a portof a Christian ccuntry. Its sailors
had been living in the midst ot a pro-
fessedly Christian commumty. They
left our shores prepared for the crime of
which they were guilty by the habits
which they bad formed, and the appe-
tites which they could indulge-—for in-
dulgence in which, provision was made,
exists, is tolerated, sanctioned, legalized
in our streets. Brethren, that crime
was virtually committed in our streets.
We are, all of us, in measure greater or
less, answerable for its commission.
That blood—of a foreigner—a stranger
-—is in a manner on us—cries out for
our condemnation as well as for that of
the wretched men directly implicated.
For clearly. such things ought not to be,
—ought not to be possible. 1t ought
not to be possible that a ship should
leave our harbor—we being, as I have
gaid, professedly a Christian people—
with its erew in a condition, from the
habits permissible to them among us,
which justifies us in calling that ship a
floating hell.

Now, suppose that we attempted to
start a church, or organize a congrega-
tion, of which, more Sjan any particular

OF §COTLAND. 205
scheme of transcendental doctrine, this
should be the distinctive peculiarity ;
that we should resolve, God helping us,
to put down those accursed habits and
that acew ssed traffic, in connection with
which snch a crime became possible ;
that we should care for our seamen,
protect their sobriety, defend to the ut-
most of our ability against the harpies
that prey upon them ashore, and send
them afloat in the condition of demons ;
that we should aim at delivering our city
from sources of czime on which only too
many get rich—rich at the price of their
brother’s blood ; that we shonld not
ceage our efforts until these habits and
this traffic became utterly, absolutely,
in all forms and shapes, from the highest
to the lowest, disreputable—till all en-
gaged in them should slink out of'sight,
not daring to flaunt the proots of their
blood-bought gains before the public eye
—and till, as a consequence, the strong
arm of the law, instead of shielding and
legalizing these habits and this trafic,
should devote its energies, backed by
the healthy public opinion thus created
to their total suppression. Suppose
this. Would such a church prosper?
Could it be established ? Nothing can
be clearer than the evils referred to, and
the manifold otkers of a kindred charac-
ter to which time will not now permit
reference, are the real foes of Christ and
Christianity ; these, not the holders of
different views from ours about abstract
doctrines, and forms of worship, and
modes of church government, and alt
the paraphernalia of ceremony and rite,
absurd though many of these be; these,
not such as claim, 1u their silly conceit
(as was lately done, we are told, in this
community), to be the one true Church,
in comparison with whom all others can
expect, at utmost, only uncovenanted
mercies,—such views, if they please any,
let them holdthem. They hurt nobody
but the holders. Our worst, our real
foes are the demons of vicious tendency
and appetite and passion, that rage in
our fleshy natures and war against the
law of the spirit of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Yet, Churches exist and flourish, by
virtuc of some wretched crotchet or other
of doctrinal or ritual peculiarity. Where,
brethren, where in all Christendom is
the Church that takes its stand upon
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this: “ We will care for our perishing
brethren, who wiste their substance in
riotous living. For these we will care,
God helping us by His Spirit, as Christ
came to care for us.” Abl, brethren,
in the Christian heaven it will not be
asked if I read my Bible aright, whether
you belong to this ism or that. Nor can
1 see that the question need greatly con-
cern us on earth. For what does or can
it greatly matter ? But it will be asked :
Did you call Jesus your Lord; Jesus,
the friend of publicans and sinners;
Jesus, the lowly Nazarene, who had the
gospel preached to the poor; Jesus, who
fed the hungry, and cast out the demon,
so that the demoniac (not surely worse
those guilty of that atrocious crime) sat
at his feet clothed, and in his right
mind? This Jesus did you take for
your Lord. and in strength of his pro-
mised spirit, did you, according to your
ability, your opportunity, your gift, live
his life amung your felow-men ? That,
brethren, is the testing question. And
could we sav yes to this question; did
our lives attest that yes; wire we mani-
festing our fruitfulness in such works ot
righteousness, I think that the «question,
whether we have or have nor a revela-
tion (referred to in a previous part of
the discourse), would never be raised.
No man would doubt it. These proofs
would evince it beyond all cav’l. By
living Christ, we should ecompel men to
teel that Christis.  We should constrain
faith in him, submission to him, accept-
ance of all truth concerning him.

Brethren, this is my heart’s desire and
prayer. I care not for religious contro-
versics. I care not for seetarian hair-
splitting.  Such work is easy for a stu-
dent in his retirement. To many it is
interesting. To the soul, to society, to
the stability of the Christian faith, it is
4s worthless as cobwebs to anchor a
stately vessel.  Let us live Christ.
Throughout the endless ages of the glori-
ous eternity that is near to us all, we
shall then have the joy of knowing that
we did somewhat—a little. but a genuine
work—toward transforming the king-
doms of this world into the one grand
Kingdom of our Lord Jesus.

Six Apostolic Principles.

Dear Sir,—The annexed six Apos-
tolic principles are extracted from I’ro-
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fessor Witherow's ¢ Apostolic Church.’
They are so Scriptural, so important,
and condensed, that I will be giad if you
can find a corner in your valuable mis-
cellany. I. The office-bearers were
chosen by the people, Matthias, apostle
and minister, Acts 1. 13-26; Deacons,
Acts vi. 3, 6. II. Elder and Bishop
were identical, Phil. i. 1, James v. 14,
Titus 1. 5-7, 2 John 1., 1 Peter v. 1,
Acts xx. 17-28. 1II. In each Church
there was a plurality of elders, Actsxiv.
23, Acts xx. 17 and 28, Phil i. 1. 1V.
Ordination was the act of the Presbytery,
1 Tim. iv. 14, Aets xiii. 1, 3, Acts, vi. 6.
V. The privilege of appeal to the As-
sembly of elders, and the right of govern-
ment exercised by them in their eorpo-
rate character.  Acts xv. records a dis-
pute at Antioch regarding circumeision ;
2. not settled there; 3. referred to ec-
clesiastical Assembly at Jerusalem; 4.
they met for deliberation; 5. they pro-
nounced a decision; 6. to this decision
the Church of Antioch and Syria sub-
mitted. VI. The sole leadship of
Christ over the Church, Eph. i. 20-28,
Eph. v. 22, Col. i. 18.

The prelateci Church has none of the
six principles. Independency has three
viz., popular clection, identity of Pres-
byter and Bishop, and the Headship of
Christ over the Church, but we fail to
find the other three in their system.

The six main principles of government
that were by inspired men established in
the Apostolic Church are all recognized
and practically carried out among Pres-
byterians.

The Presbyterian is, in point of gov-
ernment, the only Apostolic Church.
British Am. Presbyterian.

PRt
Home FHissions.

Business Meeting.

The Sub-Committce of the Board of
Home Missions met for business in one of
the rooms of the Y. M. C. A., on Thurs-
day, the 19th inst., at 21 o’clock. TPresent,
Rev. G. M. Grant, Chairman; Rev. Messrs.
“alconer, J. Campbell, Pitblado, Simpson.
McKnight and McGregor, and Mr. Wm.
Kunight.
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Correspondence being read, and Bills, as
vequested by Presbyteries, examined and
ordered to be paid. The following ar-
rangement for the distribution of Proba-
tioners and ministers was agreed to:

Rev. Wm. McCullagh, to P. E. Island
Presbytery till after Synod in October.

Rev. David Neish to Halifax Presbytery
in September, and Miramichi in October.

Rev. James Galloway to St. John Pres-
bytery till after Synod meeting.

Rev. William Johnson to Miramichi
Presbytery for September and October.

Rev. Thomas Talloch Trure Presbytery
for September, and Wallace for October.

Mr. William P. Archibald to P. E. Island
for September and October.

Mr. Adam Guan to Wallace Presbytery
for Lst two Sabbaths of September, and to
St. Johr Presbytery from that date to Dec.
1st.

Mr. E. S. Bayne to Halifax Presbytery
for September, and to P. E. L for October
and November.

Mr. James Cormack continued in Hali-
fax Presbytery till the end of October.

Rev. Mr. Galbraith has accepted a call
to Hopewell, Pictou County, and has been
released from farther appointments.

Mr. Ephraim Scott has accepted a call to
Milford and Gay’s River, and has beean left
with Halifax Presbytery.

Mr. W. P. Archibald bas accepted a call
‘0 Bonshaw and Tryou, in P. E. Islaad.

Rev. D. McRae returns to Ontario, Sept.
1st, and accepts no further appointments in
the Maritime Provinces.

Extracted from minates.

P. G. McGreGoOR, Sec’y.

Qur Destitution.

‘We give above some facts connected with
the supply of the Presbyteries and the dis-
tribution of the Home Missionaries, but
there arc ather facts which require also to
be known and pondered. One of these is
that seven young men, and the most of
them’ most carnest labourers frem New
York and Prioceton, have just completed
their term of summer service and return to
finish their studies. In six weeks more
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eight young men will vacate their places
and return to study in our own Theological
Hall. How are all these blanks to be filled
up. These vacant congregations to be sup-
plied ? Fourteen preachers (for all these
are de facto preachers, though formally un-
licensed) withdrawn from the Howe field,
and none coming forward to take their
places, give notice of a dreary winter for the
little congregations now supplied by Cate-
chists.

These interesting and oarnest litile flocks
may not send in moving petitions, but their
destitution does in the most affecting man-
ner appeal to all the Presbyteries, and to
all the ministers, and to all the congrega-
tions who have ministers, saying, ““ Come
over and help us.” More might be done
for them, than has been done in the past.
Ifwe are to love our neighbour as oursetves,
is it right to insist on preaching by ourown
minister every day. Would it not be more
christian and apostolic to ask him to go to
the relief of the destitute occasionally. If
oue minister went monthly, might not the
Lord bless three-fourths to us as richly as
the whole? Might we not give and still
increase. By liberality in money matters
congregations stand. Might they not flour-
ish by edifying one another and encouraging
their Pastor to carry a portion to those for
whom nothing has been prepared ?

Bay View.

Mr. W. S. Burroughs from Princeton
has been labouring wisely as well as ear-
nestly in thisinteresting little settlement for
the last 4 months. Rev. W. Johnson aided
by Mr. Burroughs recently dispensed there
the Saczaments of Baptism and the Lord’s

Supper.

The Church was full. Two were bap-
tized on a professior of cueir faith, cight sat
down to the Lord’s table for the first time.
Including s few from other churches there
were about 40 persons who sarrounded the
Lord’s table. Several of those added to the
Church were heads of families. Six chil-
dren were baptized. Altogether 1t was a
dey to be remembered in Bay View.

Ar. Burroughs report will soon be forth-
coming. Meanwhile we report this as one
of the interesting records connected with
our Home Missions.
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Report of Mr. BE. 8. Bayne.

New Kixcarpixg, July 12th, 1875,
To the Presbytery of St. Jokn :

The time of my service within the bounds
of your Presbytery having expired, I beg
ieave to submit the following brief report.

According to my agreement with the
Home Misston Board, I was in St. John in
time to commence work on the second
Sabbath of May, but owing to failure in re-
ceiving necessary directions, I was unable
1o fulfil my appointment to Salt Springs
aod Hammond River. The remuainder of
the time, from May 12th till July 12th,
was spent in New Kincardine, with the ex-
ception of the second and third Sabbaths of
Juue, when I was, by your permission,
absent in Montreal. Y have thus been six
Sabbaths in the colony, and one in St.
John. My services in this part of the
country have becn entircly confined to New
Kincardine, so that I have not even visited
the Tobique district. There is enough
work for two or three men in this wide
region. Upon inquiry I found that it
would be impossible to preach to all the
colonists the same day. I therefore adopt-
od the plan of my predecessors, and gave
one day to each road.

The Kincardine road is eight miles long.
In the morning I preached in the open air
at the Forks, and in the afternoon ina
vacant house about the centre of the road.
The Kintore road is 12 miles long, and has
also two preaching stations. Most of my
time during the week, was spent on the
Kincardine road, as being the most central
and convenient stopping place.

My chief work in this place consisted in
preaching on the Sabbath. 1 found it im-
possible to get & conveyance without hiring
one, and 1did not feel authorized to put the
Home Mission Board io such sn expense.
1 thus was obliged to walk between services
oa Sabbath, and was able to see very few of
the people in their houases during the week.
No prayer meetings, except those conducted
by the people on the Kintore road on Sab-
bath, bave been held here since Rev. James
Howie left the field in Marck. The people
are scattered, and these past six weeks form
the most busy season throughout the estire

ear,
7 You will observe that the contributions
towards my expenses are comparalively
small. But I am satisfied thas the people
have contributed to the best of zheir ability.
It has required nearly all the little money
which they could collect to buy seed for
therr farms. Most of the people so far,
have scarcely raised sufficient to sapport
their families. However, there are brighter
prospects ahead, especially if the crops are
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good this year. The coanntry looks well,
and there is an appesrance of an abundans
harvest.
oThe people are well instructed in the
rinciples of religion. They are exceed-
ingly anxious to bave a minister, who
wounld remain with them for one year at
least.- An ordained minister would be the
most acceptable, as he could dispense the
church ordinanees.
Hoping that my saccessor may have as
{;leasam, and profitable a time, as I have
ad in ;his field,
remain yours respeetfully,
, E. S. Bayxe.

Mr. McLeod's Report

St. Perer’s Roap, P. E. L,
August Y8tk, 1875.

Rev. and Dear Sir,—Please accept a
brief account of my work on the St. Peter’s
and Brackley Point Roads for insertion in
the Recorp. The Rev. Mr. Gillis gave ap
his charge here in April sometime previous
to his embarking for Australia. 1 arrived
and began work on the third Sabbath of
May. The very cordial and genial manuner
in which both old and young greeted mo
gladdened my heart, and proved that his
feeble efforts of last Autamn werc not for-
gotten. I found that the deep snow and
severe cold of the long winter taught many
persons to negleet the public worship of
God on the Sabbath. To bring more peo-
ple to Church, to awaken the sicepers, and
show them their danger to fill our pews on
prayer meeting and Bible class pights I
must begin

VISITATION.

X called upon the Brackley Point Rond
people on the first of ench week and held
Bible class and prayer meeting. Just as
the circie of visitation widened so did our
attendence at its meetings become larger.
There are two sick persons in the branch of
the congregation; one of them I visited
very frequently, Nine years of severe pain
snd suffering have been preparing Miss
Martin for future glory. She waits pa-
tiently. Idid all my studying on the St
Peter’s Road, where Ireturned on Tuesday
or Wednesday. X spent the afternoon in
visitation for the most part travelling on
foot. Wednesday evening we held onr
Bible class and prayer meeting on St
Peter’s Road. I continued visiting uniil
nearly all the families were overtaken. I
conversed and worshipped with upwards of
cighty. 1 was not disappointed in our ex-
pectations, for by visiting and becoming
acquainted with the people and their par
ticular state, I was in a much better posi-
gion to speak to them on the Sabbath.
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There were six persons sick on the St.
Peter’s Road, some have vecovered, others
watch and wait until Christ shall call them
from suffering and sorrow to happiness and
glory. One of them is gone. We miss
her much, for Mrs. John Scott showed b
exampie and precept that she lived wit
Christ. She was & warm friend of the
Church, aud did what she could for its sup-
port. Her good works shall follow her,
though she rests from her labors.

PRAYER MEETINGS AND BIBLE CLASSES.

I organized two of each, onc in each
branch of the cosgregation. The attend.
ance wasexcellent. God was working with
as. Our Bible class met first for half an
bour, then our prayer meeting.  The most
of the work devolved upon wmyself. I
sought to be practical and brief in all my
exercises. I realized my weakness and in-
sufficiency for so great a work, yet the
Father saw fit to bless our cfforts. We
give Him all the glory. The Rev. J. R.
Thompson arriving trom Olympis, Wash-
ington Territory, U. 8., kindly gave me
two Sabbaths. I felt much exhaosted.
Wa held several special meetings prepara-
tory to the dispensing of the Lord’s Supper,
a goodly number determined to show the
world that they loved Christ. At ourcom-
munion cighteen, mostly young persous,
communicated for the first time. Traly
we had reason for which to thank and praise
the Lord. :

SABBATH S8CHOOLS.

We miss our dear friend, the late Elder
Robertsou, in our Sabbath School here.
He was always feithful to his duty and at
his post. We suceceded, however, in get-
ting good teachers, under our esteemed
friend, Mr. Fraser, the school on the St.
Peter’s Road is doing well. We experi-
enced some difficulty before we got the
school in working order on the other Road.
We trust it will also succeed.

MISCELLANEOUS.

We left the congregations in excellent
working order, cvery family regularly at-
tending Church on the Brackley Poiat and
§t. Peter’s Roads, with the exception ot
two families on the latter. A good work
was going on, Toany were suxious, some
decided, others were hn)ting. 1 need not
add that I was sorry to resign the charge
in which I tock & very deep interest. I
pray that God may scod s faithful servant,
and that the good work which He has
already begun bhe will complete.  The
mapse on the St. Peter’'s Road is progress-
ing fevorably ; it i3 to be finished about the
first of December. 1 shall cver remember
with gratitede the kindness shown me by
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several families on both Roads. May God
bless them and care alike for both brapches

of the congregation.
A. W. McLeoo.

French Misaions.

The Mission hitherto carried on by the
Presbyterian Church of Canada in connec
tion with the Church of Scotland, is now
transferred to the Frexncu EvANGELIZA-
108 Committee of the General Assembly.
The object sought to he attained is precise-
Iy what we have beea aiming at for & great
many years past—to make our French fel-
low-countrymen partakers with us in the
Liberty of the Gospel. The only difference
is that we now enter upon a vastly larger
field, and with appliances for the work
much more efficient. The property of the
Missiun consists of four churches, a manse,
and a school house, and the Board directs
the services of thirty-one missionaries, in-
cluding students, teachers, and colporteurs.
Mr. Chiniguy is now settled in Monureal,
and is to devote himself to the work in the
city and throughout the Dominion. Mr.
‘Tanner is the Secretary and General Agent
of the Board, and will spend much of his
time in visiting the Congregations of the
Charch and giving them information as to
the progress of the work. Mr. A. B.
Stewart, ofticial sssignee, Montreal, is the
I'reasurer, to whom gall contributions are
to be sens. The whole under the supervis-
ion of Principal MacVicar, who is Chair-
men of the Board, assisted by the Rev. R,
Campbell, the Vice-Chairman. Let every
congregation in the Church support the
Commitiwee according to their several abili-
ties, and we have no fear for the results.

B
Wetters tothe Gditor,

The following letter from the Rev.
Mr. McColl came to hand too late for
insertion in a former number, and we
give it space in the prusent issue, in
order that our friend may beputina
groper tight with the people of the

hureh :

Tae MANSE,
Earltown, July 81.
Dear Sir,—In the Minutes of Synod
published in the July Recorp, 1see it
stated that three Ministers and one
Elder 1aid on the table a document stat-
ing that on account of the attitude of
their congregations, they were unable
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in the meantime to enter the Union, the
congregations referred to being Pictou,
Saltsprings, and Barney’s River. I
know nothing about the document re-
ferred to. 1 stated before the Synod
that I adhered to the dissent entered by
the minority at the Synod held in New
Glasgow in October last, and handed a
written statement to that effect to the
Clerk of the Synod. The dissent is as
follows :

“Whereas the Synod has this day by a
majority of votes decided to take ffeal steps
to enter into union with other Presbyterian
churches, we, the undersigned, in our own
kehalf, and in behalf of all who may adhere
10 us, hereby dissent from said decision,
and decline to be bound by any steps the
majority may take in this matter.”

In another place in the same REcorp
I am represented along with others, as
longing to be with the majority. Iam
not aware of any such longing on my
part. Ifit had existed, I would certainly
have gone into the union.

Janes McCorw.
——, -
Wanted—One Hundred Subscri-
bers of $5 each for our College
in Manitoba.

To the Editor of the Presbyterian Witness.

Sir,—Allow me to appeal to the
friends of our Church through your
columns on behalf of the pioneers of our
cause in the new North-West. Many of
us have heard from our fathers of the
bardships that emigrants to a new coun-
try endare ; the famine of bread, or the
thirst for water, and still more often a
famine “of hearing the word of the
Lord.” The experiences of our fathers
make us able to sympathize with our
people in DMarnitoba. It would take
many columns to explain their position;
but in addition to the difficulties incident
to emigrants widely scattered over a
vast territory, it is enough to allude to
the ruinous losses of their crops by the
plague of grasshoppers. The people can
spare little for the ordinary ministrations
of the gospel, and less for Ccllegiate pur-
poses.  Yet the College is absolutely in-
dispensable in the North-West. With-
out it our cause will languish. Where a
few years ago we had only one minister,
we have now nearly a score, and the
College has two Professors, and tutors.
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They appealed to our first General As-
sembly for $3500 to enable them to pur-
chase suitable premises in Winnipeg,
and the Assembly appointed me Con-
vener of a Committee to raise the
amount. $3000 have been promised
already, and I now make this appeal for
the remaining $500. 1 believe that we
bave an hundred men and women who
will send $5 each. Larger or lesser
sums of course will be taken, but I men-
tion a small average—what might be
called a shingle for the College—that
the interest in our cause in Manitoba
may be as widely extended as possible.
Contributions may be sent to any mem-
ber of the Presbyteries, for I am sure
that I may count on the co-operation of
my brethren, or to the office of the
Witness, and will be promptly acknow-
ledged. It is very desirable that the
whole amount should be contributed this
month.
GeoRGE M. GRANT.

Manse of St. Matthew's,

Halifax, August, 1875. }
The Editor of the Record :

Sir,—Three or four weeks ago I in-
serted the above appeal in the columns
of the Presbyterian Witness. 1have re-
ceived since about half of the $500 re-
quired, in sums varying from $2 to $20.
The greater part of that, by far, has
come from Halifax. s not thisa case
that appeals to our friends in the other
parts of the Province. It is not so long
since they or their fathers were emi-
grants that they should turn a deaf ear
to the cry from our new North-West.
With every confidence that I shall be
able to acknowledge receipt of the whole
amount in your next issue,

1 remain yours, &c.,
G. M. GRANT.

BevLFasT, P. I L, 26tk Aug., 1875,
To the Editor of the ficcsid:

My Dear Sir,—On looking over the
Foreign Mission Report in your last
issug, I find that your printer has made
an unusual number of mistakes. For
Erromanga the word Santo appears
twice. In the paragraph referring to
Miss Johns’ work “ probably happen” is
put for « possibly happen,” which nearly
destroys the sense of the passage.

In the last paragraph I read the fol-
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lowing : “It is but only discouraging to
the prospects of success in our Foreign
Mission, has certainly indicated a low
state of religion, &c.” Instead of this
provoking jumble it should be: 1t is
not only discouraging to the prospects of
success in our Foreign Msssion, but as
certainly indicates, &e.”

There are several other mistakes, but
not quite so bad as the specimens given.
Yours,

A. MacLeax.

G S Yo

Dresbptery Lloutes.

Presbytery of P. E. Island.

The Presbytery of P. E. Island met in
Zion Church on the 28th July, and was
constituted with prayer by the Rev. Alex
McLean, A. M., Moderator. After spend-
ing about half an hour in devotional exer-
cises, the moderator delivered an earnest
and eloquent address, in which he referred
to the divisions of the past with their inflo-
ences, to the happy union of the present,
and to the increased duties and responsibili-
ties arising out of that union. He was fol-
lowed by Rev. R. 8. Patterson, A. M,
one of the fathers of the Presbyterian
Church in the Dominion, having labored
for fifty years, lacking a few months, in our
congregations. The Moderator then des
clared the Presbytery open for the transac-
tion of business. Rev. J. M. McLeod was
chosen clerk. The mivutes of a meeting
held in Montreal were read and sustained.
Rev. Br. Simpson, of Halifax, Rev. Mr.
Goodvwill, formerly of the New Hebrides
Mission, and Rev. J. R. Thompson, of
Olympia, U. 8., being present were invited
to sit in Presbytery as corresponding mem-
bers. The Presbytery, as now constituted,
has twenty settled ministers, and seven
vacant cougregatious, three of which have
the immediate prospect of a settlement,
viz., Orwell, Murray Harbor, Tryvon and
Bonshaw. Mr. Goodwill has accepted a
cail to Orwell, and & moderation in a call
has been granted to Murray Harbor, and
one to Tryon and Bonshaw., The Rev.
Mr. Frame was appointed to%reach and
moderate in a call at Murray Harbor on
11th August, at the North side at 11 o’clock
and at South side at 4 o’clock, p. m. The
Rev. R. 8. Patterson to preach and mode-
rate in a call on the sameday at Tryon and
Bonshaw, at Tryon at 11 o’clock, and at
Bonshaw at 4 o’clock.
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The subject of the reconstruction of con-
gregations within the bounds of the Pres-
bytery was introduced by Rev. John Mur-
ray. After a good deal of discussion the
following committee was appointed to pre-
pare and subnit to a future meeting a plan
for the better adjustment of the boundaries
of congregations, viz., Revds. T. Duncan,
John Murray, J. M. McLeod, P. Melville,
J. G. Cameron, Wim. Frame, A. F. Carr,
Isaac Murray, Neil McKay and R. Laird.

The Clerk of Presbytery having stated
that the Superintendent of the Island Rail-
way had authorized him to inform members
of Presbytery that, on application, hé would
furnish them with clergyman’s certificates
to travel by rail, Mr. McLeod was in-
structed to convey to Mr. McKechuie the
cordial thanks of the Presbytery for this act
of courtesy.

Rev. Mr. Duncun was appointed modera-
tor of the Kirk Session of St. Peter’s Road
and Brackley Point, and the Rev. Mr.
Melville moderator of the Kirk Session of
Qrwell.

Rev. Mr. Goodwill was appointed to
supply Orwell till the next meeting of
Presbytery, and Rev. Mr. Nelson to supply
St. Peters for the same time. Rev. Mr.
McCullagh to preach at Tryon and Bon-
shaw on the Istand 3d Sabbaths ¢f August.

The next regular weeting of Presbytery
was appointed to be held at St. Petes’s, on
18th August, on the South sideat 11 ¢’clock,
Rev. Alexanaer McLean, of Belfast, to

reach ; and on the North side at 6% o’clock,
?{ev. Thomas Duncan, of Charlottetown,
to preach.

At the meeting on the 18th of August, &
call from the congregation of Tryon and
Bonshaw was sustained. The call is ad-
dressed to Mr. W. P. Archibald, preacher
of the Gospel, and is very cordial and har-
monious. The salary promised is $600,
with a fair prospect of increase. Mr.
Archibald having intimated his intention
to accept the call, subjects of trial for ordi-
nation were prescribed.  Rev. Mr. Melville
was appointed to examine in Hebrew, Mr.
McLeod in Greek, Mr. Laird in History,
and Mr. Patterson in Theology.

The Presbytery also sustained a call from
the congregation of Murray Harbor to Rev.
Roher: Thyane of the London Presbytery.
‘The call is signed by eighty-three commu-
nicauts, and by one hundred and sixty-two
adherents. The salary offered is $800,
with the trec use of a Manse aud glebe.

The next regular meeting of Presbytery
was appointed to be held in Georgetown on
8th September, at 7 o’clock, p. m. It was
also agreed to meet at Tryon on 28th Sep.,
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to hear Mr. Archibald’s ordination trials,
and to mcet in the same place on the fol-
lowing day for his ordination and induc-
tion. Rev. Mr. Carr was appointed to
reach, Mr. Patterson to address the min-
1ster, and Mr. Duncan, the congregation.

d. M. McLEeop, Presbytery Clerk.

Presbytery of Wallace.

This Presbytery held its first meeting in
Stanley Street Church, Montreal, on June
16th.  The Rev. James Murray was ap-
goinwd Moderator, and the Rev. Thos.
Sedgwick, Clerk for the current year.
The Roll was made up and arrangements
were made to supply Ambherst.

The Presbytery meet again at Wallace
on August 10th.  There were present Rev.
Jas, Watson, J. Munro, Jas. Murray, W.
S. Darragh, H. B. Mackay, Thos. Sedg-
wick, Chas. Naismith, W. Grant and J.
M. Sutherland, ministers ; and Messrs, W.
Macdonald, W. Mitchell, Alex. Ross, J.
McLean, and J. Langille, ruling elders.
Devotional exercises, consisting of prayer
and praise were conducted by the Modera-
tor, and the Revds. Chas. Naismith and
James Watson.

A petition from the inhabitants of Am-
herst and its vicinity was read, praying to
be organized into & congregation in con-
pection with the Presbyterian Church in
Canada. It was unanimously agreed to

rant the same, and the Moderator, the

lerk, and the Rev. H. B. Mackay were
appointed to organize the congregation at
an early day.

A petition was read from Wentworth,
stating that Mr. Watson had intimated his
intention of discontinuing his services there,
and asking the Presbytery to take,sheir
case into consideration. It was agreed
shat Mr. Watson be asked to continue his
gervices for this summer, that meanwhile,
and during the winter, the Presbytery give
such additional supply as may be in their
power, and that next Spring application be
made to the Home Mission Board for a
Catechist to labor among them.

Mr. James McKeen, graduate at Dal-
housic College, was examined for admis-
sion to the Hall. The Presbytery aceepted
his diploma as evidence of his literary
qualifications, and, after examination, being
satisfied as to his piety and motives for
seeking to enter the ministry, it was agreed
to grant him the usual certificate.

Arrangements were made for thesupply of
Amherstand Wentworth,and after the trans-
action of other business, the Presbytery ad-
journed to meet again in St. John, during
the meeting of Synod.
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Presbytery of Pictou.

St. ANpREW'’s CuurcH, Prcrou,
25th Auqust, 1875,

Which day the Preshytery of Pictou met,
according to adjournment, and was consti-
tuted with prayer by the Rev. Jas. McColl,
Moderator ; wich whom were present, Rev.
Messrs. Herdman, McMillan, Stewart,
Fraser, Dunn, Coull, Mackichan and Me-
Cunn. Theminutes of last quarterly meet-
ng, and also of pro ré data mecting of
13th July, were read, and after a slight cor-
rection, sustained. Commissions were re-
ceived and sustained in favour of the fol-
lowing as reyresentative elders, viz., Messrs.
Adam McKenzie, Barney’s River, John
McKenzie, River John, Wm. Gordon, Pic-
tou, and Hector McKenzie, Stellarton.
The two latter, being present, took their
seats as members of the Court.

There was produced and read a call from
the congregation of St. Columbia Church,
West Branch, West River, in favor of the
Rev. Peter Galbraith, lately minister of
Bathurst. The call was sustained by the
Preshytery, and ordered to be forwarded to
Mr. Galbraith.

Some conversation ensued as to the posi-
tion of the congregation ot East Branch,
E. R, in reference to this Presbytery, and
it was agreed to give public intimation of
the Presbytery’s meetng at the West
Branch, t0 be arranged by the Moderator
and Clerk, should Mr. Galbraith accept of
this call, and te invite members of East
Branch congregation to meet with the Pres-
bytery on that occasion.

Members who received appointments at
pro re natii meeting, reported that they had
fuifilled the same. Mr. McKichan also
made a statement regarding the congrega-
tion of Broad Cove, C. B. This congrega-
tion, though very generally in favor of the
Union of Presbyterian Churches, had agreed
to take no steps in the meantime toward
entering the Union, but resolved to wait
some time, and be guided by the action of
this Presbytery.

The Presbytery having reason to under-
stand that the Colonia! Committee of the
Church of Scotland were in favour of co-
operation, on the part of this Presbytery,
with the Presbyterian Church in Canada,
in Forcign Missions, Widows’ and Orphans’
Scheme, and other schemes, authorizes its
ministers affd congregations to act accord-
ingly, and to make collections as follows:

idows’ and Orphans’ Fund, 2nd Sab-
bath of October.

Foreign Mission Scheme, 2nd Sabbath of
February.

The following appointments were made
for Gairloch :



THE CHURCR OF SCOTLAND.

Sabbath Sept. 19, Rev. Messrs, McColl
and McCunn to dispense the Sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper.  (Rev Mr. McMillan
to preach on the ‘Thursday previons.)

gabhmh Oct. 17, Rev. Mr. Herdman.

Sabbath Nov. 21, Rev. Mr. McMillan.

After disposing of some routine business
the Presbytery adjourned till the last Wed-
nesday of November.

Closed with the benediction.

Ropr. McCuxy, Presbytery Cleck.

Meeting of the United Presbytery
of St. John.

The first meeting of the United Presby-
tery of St. John was held in Stanley Chureh,
Montreal, on the afternoon of Wednesday,
June 16. Rev. R. Wilson acted as Mode-
rator pro tent., and Rev. J. C. Burgess was
chosen as stated clerk. A roll of Presby-
tery under the new arrangement was drawn
up, consisting of some 46 members. The
meeting then adjourned to meet in St.
Andrew’s Church, St. John, on Tuesday,
13th July, at 11 o’clock, a. m.

According to appointment, the Presby-
tery mict in St. Andrew’s Church, and the
Rev. Dr. Brooke, ot Fredericton, was chosen
Moderator. Owing to a diver-ity of prac-
tice in the time of appointing re resontative
elders, it was agreed to instruct those ses-
sions which have not made their appoint-
ments to do so before the next ordinary
meeting of Presbytery. It was agreed to
assess each congregation one per cent. on
the pastor’s salary, for the purpose of a
Presbytery fund, aud Mr. Robt. Cruikshank
was appointed treasurer. A petition was
laid on the table from Greenock Church,
St. Andrew’s, asking for the moderation of
& call. The petition was granted, and Rev,
Wm. Millen was appointed to discharge
that duty as soon as convenient.

A document was read from Rev. R.
Wilson, in which, owing to the state of his
health, he demitted the charge of his con-
gregation in St. Stephen. A document
was alsc read from the congregation stating
that under the circumstances no objections
could ™ made to Mr. Wilson's resignation,
and that the Presbytery need not take the
ordinary steps of citing the congregation.
After mature deliberation the resignation
was accepted, and Revs, Dr. Brooke, Dr.
Waters, {), Macrae, R. J. Cameron, and J.
C. Burgess was appointed 2 Committee to
draw up a suitable minute in reference to
Mr. Wilson and his standing in the church.

The Rev. James Quinn was appointed to
preach in St. Stephen on the last Sabbath
of August, and dzclare the Church vacant.
The fact was brought under the notice of
the Presbytery that the Synod of the Mari-
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time Provinces is to meet in St. John on
the first Tuesday in October ; and an influ-
ential Committee was appointed, with Rev.
D. Macrae as Convener, to make necessary
arrangements.

The death of Rev. James Salmon, M. D.»
was reported to the Presbytery, and Rev.
James Bennet and the Rev. Lewis Jack
were appointed to draw up a suitable
minute to be put on record, and also to
write & letter ot condolence 1o the widow of
the deceased minister.

The Presbytery adjourned to meet in St.
Paul’s Church, Fredericton, on the second
Tuesday of September, at 4 o’clock, p. m.

Preshytery of Halifax.

The Preshytery of Halifax met in St.
Matthew’s Church on the 3lst August.
There was a large attendance. The peti-
tion of Richmond for being set up as a
separate congregation was patiently con-
sidered. The Presbytery felt unable for the

resent to grant the request. Rev. J. R.
{can, Coungregationalist mainister, applied
for admission to the ministry of the Pres-
byterian Chureh. Mr. Kean’s papers were
submitted to a Committee and found to be
all that could be desired. The Presbytery
resolved to transmit the application te the
General Assembly with their cordial ap-
proval. Mr. E. Scott having accepted the
call of Milford and Gay’s River, appeared
and delivered his trial discourses which
were cordially sustained. Mr. Scott will
be ordained and inducted on Monday the
20th, at Milford Church; Dr. Burns to
preach, at 2 p. m. Mr. Campbell to ad-
dress the minister, and Mr. Sedgewick to
address the people. The Presbytery agreed
to hold a meeting at Newport on Tuesday,
the 21st, at 10 o’clock, Mr. Grant to
preach. The Presbytery expressed gratifi-
cation at seeing Mr. McGillivray so far re-
stored as to be able to be present "with
them, and recommended him to preach in
the meantime only once each Sabbath, the
service to be held in the Central Church,
and they hope the people in the outlying
districts will attend this central service.

Interesting reports were read from Messrs.
Black and Burroughs, Catechists, and Mr.
Johnstone, Probationer. Mr. Black has
been labouring during the Summer in West
Cornwallis and Bedford, with great ac-
ceptance. Mr. Burroughs was four months
in the stations in Digby County. From
his report it appears that the prospects in
Digby are most encouraging. With the
fostering care of the Church there is little
doubt we will have ere long another con-
gregation in the West. Mr.Johnstone has
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just arrived from Ontario, and is laboring
in oar vacant congregations and stations.

The following additional appointments
were made for September :—For Elmsdale
—Rev. J. Kean for Sabbaths the 5th and
12th. For W. Cornwallis—Rev. J. Kean
Sabbaths 19th and 26th.  For Kempt and
Walton—Mr. Carathers for September,
For Richmond and N. W. Arm—Mr.
Archibaldfor 5th; Mr, Scott for 12¢h & 19th.
For Bedford—Rev. John Camphell for
afternoon of 5th, and Dr. Burns for after-
noon of 12th. Yor Little River, &c.—Mr.
Archibald for Sabbath 12th.

Pt

@he Subbutly School,

LESSONS POR OCTOBER.

e

FIRST SABBATH,

SuBIECT : Jesus lifted up.—dJohn x11., 23,
32. Golden Text, JohnxiL, 32, Par. Pas-
sages, John X. 29; 1. Tim, 1. 35; Heb. 11, 9.

This most interesting and affecting dis-
course of Jesus was occasioned by the desire
of some Greek strangers, and perhaps
heathens,—who being in Jerusalem, and
hearing of the wonderful events which had
occured during the last few days—to see
Him by whom such things weredone. This
application brought before the mind of
Jesus the speedy approach of the time
when his glory should be manifested by the
diffusion of the Gospel and the extension of
his kingdom among all nations. His own
ministry had been spent within the limits
of a smali and obscure people, and few had
believed in him ; but his death was now so
near that the hour might he said to have
come, His disciples would then be com-
missioned to go to all the world; and we
may well believe that. He rejoiced at the
thought of the thousands who would believe
in him through their word.

In V. 24 He passes to the means by which
this glory was to be attained—His death,
illustrating its ity and its results by
the beautitul figure of a grain of corn, which,
when planted, multiplies its value manifold
by its own decay. In Vv. 25 and 26 He
points to himself as a pattern, declaring
that they wold serve him truly must be
ready even to lay down life ifself in his
service,

As he speaks the darkness and agony of
the Cross seem, in V.'26, 10 descend upon
his spirit, even as they did in Gethsemane.
It is both affecting and instructive to mark
that in the two cases the struggle, the

rayer and the victory are similar and fol-

ow in the same order. Compare ' My soul
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is exceedingly sorrowful,” with ‘‘ Now is
my soui troubled.” ‘Then the prayer,
“ Father let this cup pass from me,” with
¢ Father, save me from this hour;” and
then the triwmph * Not as I will, but as
thou wilt,” with ‘‘ For this cause came I
unto this hour ; Father, glorify thy name.”
To understand the intensity of the Saviour’s
sufferings in both instances, wemust remem-
ber, first, that while men who ave called on
1o endure great suffering, usually know
very little of what is before them; Jesus
could realize the severity of every pang.
Secondly, that His Father's wrath aguinst
sin, more terrible than all the other
ingredients in Ilis cup of woe, was never
yet endured inits fulness by any human
being but Himself,

V. 28 gives the answer of the Father to
the appeal of the Son. Twice before—at
the baptism in Jordan and at the trans-
figuration—lond and majestic as a peal of
thunder had this voice been heard, So
sudden and unexpected was it that few
could catch the words ; but enough would
hear to be witnesses of its purport. God’s
name had been glorified by the advent,
mighty works and precious sayings of Hig
Son, and would be still more honored by
the diffusion of the Gospel after his ascen-
sion.

The darkness was now dispelled, and in
Vv. 31 and 32 He reverts to the glorious
results of His death. Hitherto Satan
seemed to have been the ruler of this world,
but by this judgment of God the usurper
waa now to he dethroned ; and the death of
Jesus, exerting a power far mightier than
his, was to draw all men away from him.
The expression “lifted up,” cvidently re-
fers to the brazen serpent, which wag a strik-
ing type of Christ's death.

LESSONS.

1. Self-sacrifice is the duty of every fol-
lower of Jesus.

2. Prayer is our surest refuge in the time
of trouble.
H’& All who come to Jesus are drawn fo

im,

SECOND SABBATH.

Supsect: Washing the disciples’ feeb—
John xnw 1-9.

This passage contains a touching proof of.
our Lord’s love to His disciples, and is re-
plete with instruction for His peopls in ali

ages.

V. 1. This was Christ’s last passover, for
he was now ou the eve of dying. He loved
his deciples to the end of his life, and the
knowlec%ge that he must soon l¢ave the
world, induced him, in washing their feet,
to give them a proof of His love, as well ag
to teach them the duty of performing lowly
service for one another,

V. 2. A better rendering is, *‘ And sup-
per going on,” or ‘‘during supper.” In
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verse 12¢h we read that Christ sat down or
reclined at the table again. In verse 26th
the supper is still going on. Instigated by
Satan Judas had slready covenanted with
the Sanhedrim to betray him, (Luke xx11. 3.

Va. 3, 4. Christ perfurmed the lowly act
with a perfect consciousness of the glory
and dignity of His own person. His yar-
ments—I1is upper garments,

V. 5, We must remember they reclined
at the table if we wonld see how casily the
act of washing could be performed.

V. 6. This was very like Peter. He was
always ready to speak ; a warm-hearted but
impulsive man. He could not bear the idea
of Christ performing ac low!y anact. Every
word is emphatie.

V. 7. Peter did not know that the wash-
ing was intended to teach Christ's greatlove,
torend a lesson of humility, and to be a
symbol of spiritual cleansing. He would,
however, very soon understand these things.

V. 8. Peter persists in declining to accept
the proffered service. In this there is
something right and something wrong, IHe
was right in not wishing Christ to sfoop s0
low simply for the purpose of serving.  He
was wrong in opposing the will of Christ.
Christ’s reply referred to the symbolical
meaning of the act, ~to the fact that to be
saved we must be washed from our sins in
His blood. Vastly more than mere out-
ward washing was meant, for Judas was
washed and yet had no part with Christ,

V. 9. Peter shudders at the very thought
of exclusion from Christ. It is hard to say
how far he apprehended the spiriinal im-
port of the words, but it is very evident
that he saw they had a symbelical meaning,
Hence be said, “ Let me be entirely wash-
ed by thee, that I may bave full participa-
tion with thee.”

LESSONS.

1. Learn the great Iove and condescen-
gion of Christ. He became a servant for
His disciples’ sake. He is now among us
as ‘‘ He that serveth,”—offering to bless us
if only we accept His services.

2. It is only by the cleansing efficacy of
Christ’s hlood that we can be saved. Our
guilt and pollution can be removed in no
other way.

3. We should deem no sevvice too lowly,
provided Christ is honored and our fellow
men benefited. See Luke xxir. 35, 26—a
passage which was spoken in this connec-
tion,

4, Let us never set our judgment in op-
position fo the revealed will of Christ. Let
us trust Him implicitly, believing that
what at times may be dark in the way by
which He leads us, and in the way in which
Hle teaches us, shall eventually be made
plain.
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THIRD SABBATIL

SOBIECT --Many Mansions,~John 14:

This passage shows the exceeding tender-
ness of Christ,  Just asa loving father when
abnut to dic gatbers around him bis dear
children, snd forgetful of bis sufferings
apends his last hours in comforting them and
in giving them godly counsel, so did Christ
to His disciples. He gave them a long ad-
dress, extending over three chapters; and
He closed with that beautiful intercessory
prayer in the 17th chapter.

V. 1.—The disciples were troubled with
the thought that their Master was about to
leave them. They were as yetonly babesin
knowledge. They had much to learn about
the character of His kingdom and the neces-
sity of His death. He had indeed instruct.
od them in these things ; but they had strong
prejudices and proved but dull scholars,
Faith would be an antidote against this
trouble: ““ You have faith in God; have
faith in me also, for everything I dois for
your benefit.”

Vs, 2, 3.—Mansions,—abiding places.
Heaven is here compared to 2 house that has
ample accommodation for the comfort and
happiness of its occupants.  Christ’s Father's
house would furnish the disciples with
everything that could minister to their hap-
piness. They might well then submit to
the trials of earth, if heaven was to be their
home, They might well endure for a season
a temporary separation from the bodily
presence of their Master, since He was going
before them to prepare them a place, and
since at last He would returnand take them
home to Himself.

V. 4.~There should have been no doubt
whatever in the minds of any of the disci-
ples regarding the meaning of Christ when
He spake, as He often did towards the close
of His ministry, concerning His departure.

V. 5,~Thomas at least had taken a low
view of the meaning of Chiist’s zoing away.
Perhaps the most of the disciples occupied
no higher ground,

V. 6,—Good comes out of evil. The con-
fession of ignorance on the part of this dis-
ciple brings from Christ this beautiful trutb.
Christ is the way to be walked in ; the truth
to be believed in; the life to he received
into the heart.

V. 7.—Christ chides the disciples, very
gently, bowever, for their darkened under-
standing. He tells them thathad they made
8 good use of their advantages they might
have known that He was now going %o
Heaven, to His Father’s house, to His own
house indeed for He and the Father were
one, He tells them that had they distinct-
Iy known what was the truth regording
Himself they would have known what was
meant by Hie going to the Father and by
men coming unto the Father through Him.
From henceforth, Le.—from the time of my
glorification, Impending events would re-
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veal the Tather to these disciples, so that
they could sec that the Father was revealed
in the Son.

V. 8.—Philip thought Christ referred to
some supernatural vision. That he says
would settle every doubt,

V. 9.—Another gentle rebuke. For three
goars He had been with them teaching both

y words and works that Fle and the Father
were one—that He was the brightness of
the Father’s glory and the express image of
His person- -that He had come te reveal the
Father's will concerning His plans of
and purposes of salvation,—and yet this re-
quest was made, show us the Father,

LESS8ONS.

1. In the time of trouble we should be-
lieve in the Lord with unshaken confidence.

2. Imperfect or erroneous views of the
truth may not only keep much comfort from
the christian, but may produce needless
BOTTOW.

3. There remaineth a rest for the people

of God ; and the hope of entering into that
rest to be for ever with the Lord should dry
up all tears,
4. Christ is the only ground of hope for
the sinner. The general mercy of God will
save no one, It is only through the atone-
ment of Christ we can besaved. *‘ No man
oometh unto the Father but by me,”

5 The dignity and glory of Christ’s per-
son. He is one with the Father. He that
hath seen Christ hath seen the Father. This
oould be said of no mere creature however
exalted. Let us rejoice that while our
Saviour is very man He is alao very God.

FOURTH SABBATH.

SUBJECT :—The Vine and the Branches,
goohn xv.: 1-8. Golden Text, Matt. vil :

The vine is very frequently spoken of in
Secripture, particularly in the Old Testa-
ment. It grew in Palestine and its fruit
was generally used as an article of food. It
was indeed th. staple of that land. The
grape was eaten fresh, dried as raisins, made
into syrup or honey, and also made into
wine. Hence to those who dwelt in Pales-
tine and lived in large part of the fruit of
the vine, Christ’s comparison must have
been very suggestive and instructive.

It is not however as the food of this peo-
};l}(: that He here makes Himself known,

at ider was developed in the lesson the
““Bread of Life.” The leading thought of
this lesson is the union between Christ and
His people. Jesus wishes to impress upon
His disciples this truth ; that they must be
in Him and roust abide in Him if they would
be happy and ‘useful in His service. In a
land of vines ard vineyards it is not strange
that Christ compared Himself to & vine.
That which immediately suggested the com-
parison we do not know. It may have been
the juice of the grape which Heand Hie
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disciples had just been drinking, or it may
have been a vineyard on the sides of the
valley of the Kedron which they saw as thoy
passed along: it being lit up as vineyards
often were with fires by night—fires in
which the fruitless branches were burned.
From what is said in the lesson of withered
branches and their burning it is altogether
likely that that part of vineyard work had
been seen,

The lesson can perhaps be taught bess
under three divisions. I. The true vine.
IL. The fruitless branches. III. The fruit-
ful branches.

L The true vine. ‘I am the true vins,
d¢.” It is not easy to give the full meaning
of the word translared ‘true.” It has no
exact English synonym. Some render it
real 3 some, essential vine. The idea is that
Christ is the full reality of that which is
figuratively represented by the natural vine,
He is true in distinction from that which is
shadowy and imperfect, as well as true in
opposition to that which is false. The
Father, Christ’s Father, is the husbandman
of this true vine—owner as well as vine-
dresser. It is hardly necessary to say that
Christ does not speak of Himself here in
His Eternal Divine nature, but in His
mediatorial character and work, and in that
He is subordinate to the Father.

II. The fruitless branches. By these
Christ means apostates or formal professors,
In me. They are in Christ outwardly or in
appearance. In some instances it may be
difficult to see any difference between them
and true, living members. But the hus-
bandman sees the ditference. He sees the
dry, withered state of the fruitless branches,
and he removes others. They are both use-
less, and injurious to the fruit bearing
branches. Hence they are burned up (v. 6\
Oh how terrible is the doom of mere pro-
fessors, or of false professors !

III. Pruitful branches. They are in the
vine truly - one with the vine—partake of
its nourishment. Hence they bear fruit,
some of them much fruit. True believers
are ugited to Christ, are one with Him.
The union which is spiritual is mysterious,
but it is real. Under another figure, Paul
says a good deal about it. See Eph. v. 30.:
Col. ii. 19: Rom. xii. 4, 5.

Fruitful branchee are purged, or pruned,
that they may be made more fruitfui.
Christ’s people are tried in various ways
that they may be made more sensible of
their dependence on Him and more gingla-
minded. Of themselves they can do nothing,
not even after they arein Christ. Branches
are nothing as branches.

““ Abide tn me, dc.” The idea, is take care
that ye abide, &c. Seek to abide, &c
Abiding in Christ is the condition on which
depends Christ’s abiding in us. Christ will
never leave or forsake His people, but if
they forsake Him, He will withdraw from
them. The fruits of the Christian are given
by Paul, Gal. v. 22, Living members should
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abound in these, and so glorify their Father
in He-veu. By our fruits men judge us,
and if they see in us love, joy, &c., they are
le:i}dto honor Christ from whom they all pro-
ce

LESSONS.

(1.) The richest products of earth ave
chosen {0 symbolise to us the richness and
fulness of Christ.

{2.) Believers are one with Christ. They
are not without Him, nor He without then.

(3.) Because one with Him or because one
i Him they should be fruitful in every
good word and work.

{4.) Mere nominal connection with Christ
will not benefit any one. Terribleis the end
of such as have a name to live while they
ara dead.

e

Pewos of the Churchy,

Distingulshed Visitors,
I. IN HALIFAX.

Rev. Robert H. Muir, Dalmeny, and
Rev. David Playfair, Abercorn, are at
present on what may be termed a * fly-
mg” visit to the Dominion. Mr. Muir
is the venerated and sagacious Convener
of the Colonial Committee of the Church
of Scotland, and Mr. Playfuir is 2 mem-
ber of the Committee. They are here
unofficially, but of course they are anx-
ious to learn everything they can about
our Churches in the present interesting
crisis. They arrived in this city on
Thursday morning.  In the evening they
were met at Rev. G. M. Grant’s resi-
dence by such of the ministers of the city
and Davtmouth as are at home, and by
a number of prominent laymen. A very
delightful evening was passed in inter-
change of views and expressions of con-
fidence and aifection. Rev. Principal
Ross led the conversation, by cordially
welcoming the visitors, Mt. Muir stated
that while his associate and himself were
not formally commissioned by the Colo-
niai Committee they were desirous of
meeting the brethern here and gathering
all the information they could so as to
guide the Committee iu theis future op-
erations. They Lad heard of the flori-
ous times of refreshing and vevival en-
‘oyed in many sections of Nova Scotia
and other Provinees, and they hoped to
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be refreshed by what they would see and
hear. The Church of Scotland contin-
ues to persue her friendly policy of aid
whatever aid is likely to be useful. The
Committee desire to know what is the
best form their aid could assume. In
response to this inquiry, Rev. Mr, Grant
Professor Pollok, Rev. P.G. McGregor,
Professor Macknight and others pointed
out the value of aid to the Theological
Hall, and also tempory aid to mission
stations. Mrv. Muir explained that the
impression had gone abroad in Scotland
that the Church, being now so strong in
numbers, would not nced continued aid.
IIe was anxious to be put in_a position
to remove this impression. It was ex-
plained by Mr.McGregor and others that
while the church would earnestly strive
to be in all things self-sustaining, yet
temporary aid towards some depart-
ments of our work would be invaluable.

Mr. Muir spoke of the union that had
taken place in Australia, and how the
United Church there determined at first
to hold no official correspondence wlth
any of the parent Churches.  This reso-
lution had to be fallen from, and the
Anstralian Cnurch is now in friendly
correspondence with all the parent
churches. Ile inquired as to the rela-
tions which the united Church would
desire to hold with the Church of Scot-
Jand. It was explained by Professor
MacKnight and others, that practically
as well as expressly, the united Church
has just stepped into the place hitherto
accupied by the ¢ Synud of the Maritime
Provinces.” We are heirs to all their
rights, privileges, responsibilitics and re-
lationships. The Church will hold in-
timate friendly fraternal relations with
the Church of Scotland, the Free
Church, the United Presbyterian
Church, and the Irish Presbyterian
Church. A gentleman in this city who
had earnestly opposed Union during the
earlier stages of the discussion, spoke ad-
mirably of the necessity of making the
union the greatest possible success now
that we have it. He spoke of his love
to the Church of Scotland, and bow he
and would like to maintain the old
relations pure and simple ; but the ac-
tion of the Church in the Upper Pro-
vinces, in New Brunswick, in P. E. Is-
land, and in this Province outside of
Pictou bad convinced him that union
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was inevitable, and being so he wished
to see it the greatest possible blessing
and success. Mr. Muir spoke of the revi-
val experienced in Scotland, and the
happy results anticipated fromit. Many
young men had offered their services
for missionary work in the Colonies, or
in foreign countries. In response to
this remark, several brethern expressed
a strong wish for young men to come
into our part of the field as Catechists.
The conference, friendly and informal
asit was, was exceedingly delightful.
Our Scottish brethren cvidently “seek
the good of Zion,” and valuable results
may be anticipated from their visit.
Principal Ross and other brethren warm-
ly endorsed the Colonial Committee’s
policy of non-interference in local diffi-
culties. The friendly expressions and
kind inquiries of the Scottish Fathers
showed clearly that the position of Pres-
byterianism in these Provinces is appre-
ciated by them, and that the Church of
Scotland will not be behind her wont in
her helpful efforts.

Rev. Messrs, Muir and Playfair left
this city for Pictou, where they will re-
main over Sabbath, and then proceed
to Cape Breton with the view of spend-
ing the next Sabbath in Charlottetown.
Thence they intend to proceed to Que-
bec, Montreal and Toronto. Their
time is very limited, as they expect to
rnturn to Scotland about the end of
September. We wish them safety and
comfort in their journeyings.—Presby-
terian Witness.

1I. IN PICTOU.

Mesrvs. Muir and Playfair who are
now on a visit to Canada, preached on
August 15th, at Pictou and New Glas-
gow, the former had a thorough day’s
work at Pictou, on a very hot Sunday—
preached twice and addressed the S.n-
day School and Association, and alto
Jjoined in the union prayer meeting at
night with the other ministers. Mr.
Muir’s prcachin% is thoroughly evangeli-
cal and spiritual, expressed in a pleasing
style, and enforced with a vigorous elo-
cution. His hearers at night consisted,
in addition to the members of St. An-
drew’s Church, of many from the other
two Presbyterian Congregations, the
Ministers of which having very hand-
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somely given up their own services in
favor of the Kirk. Every one was
charmed at the vigo.ous missionary ap-

eal and vindication of the Gospel. Mr.
Muir is liberal as to ecclesiastical Com-
munion, having recommended co-opera-
tion with the other Bodies in the work
of the Lord. Iledeclared himself much
refreshed by his visit to Pictou. On a
week-evening Mr. Muir preached at
River John to an overflowing congre-
gation.

The Rev. H. Muir, Dalmeny, and the
Rev. Daniel Playfair, Abercorn, Scot-
land, Ministers of the Church of Scot-
land, are at present on a visit to the
Dowminion. Last week they arrived at
Halifax, and had a friendly mecting
with ministers and influential laymen of
that city. The Rev. Mr. Muir is con-
vener of the Colonial Committee, and
the Rev. Mr. Playfair a member. Their
visit to the Dominion is not an’ official
one; but they are desirous of “making
themselves acquainted with the condi-
tion of Presbyterianism in this country,
by such personal observations as the
brief time at their disposal will admit of.
The Rev. gentlemen arrvived in this
county on Friday last. On Sunday
Mr. Muir preached in St. Andrew’s
Church, Pictou, morning and evening,
and also visited the Sunday Schools,
Young Men’s Christian Association and
prayer meetings, in which he officiated.
Mr. Playfair spent the Sabbath a, New
Glasgow, and both left yesterday mora-
ing by the stcamer for Cape DBreton,
after returning from which place they
will vistt P. E. Island, and proceed to
Canada via St. John, and thence to
Scotland, where they expect to arrive
by the end of September.

The Rev. R. H. Muir, Minister of
Dalmeny, Scotland, and Convener of
the Church of Scotland’s Colonial Com-
mittee, visited River John on Friday
lJast, and conducted services in the
Kirk there in the evening. Much in-
terest was manifested by the people, in
the visit of so esteemed and influential a
minister as Mr. Muir, and the church
was crowded to excess. Mr. Muir de-
livered an evangelical address of great
earnestness, clearness and fervour, and
afterwards at the prayer meeting, gave
some details of the work of grace in
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Edinburgh. The service was attended the Church on the Island, and assuring
by several from the surrounding congre- them of such hearty coroperation as he
gations of Earltown, West Branch and could conimand.
Cape John.—Col. Standard. The Rev. A. McLean, Belfast, fol-
lowed, reiterating the sentiments of wel-
come, and thmﬁ(ing the Convener for
his hearty symathy. ~ Qur great want on
As we announced last week, a very the Island was a Female Seminary. In
warm and cordial greeting was given to  this Mr. Muir could render invaluable
the Revds. R. H. Muir and Mr. Play- assistance. The necessity of such an
fair in the Mause of St. James’, on Mon- institution was keenly felt. An effort
day last. There were present besides had already been made, but, from cer-
the Minister of St. James, the Revds. tain causes connected with the fnancial
Alex. Munro, of Brown's Creek} Alex. crisis at that time, it had broken down.
McLean, Belfast; 8. £. Gunn, West Now was a fit and proper time to resume
River; M. Paradis, Grand Falls; D. operations, and there was no doubt that,
MecNeill, Sec. of the Board of Edueation; with the assistance of the Church in the
W. R. Watson. Esq., Sheriff ; Ex-Mayor Old Land, such a boon could be ob-
Rankin, Hon. James Duncan and Arch. tained. Besides would not such a help
Kennedy and John Scott, Esqrs. Later as he proposhd bind our church and
in the evening Professor Pollok, of Hali- peope to the churches at home ?
fax; the Rev. Jchn Goodwill, and the  Most of the brethren spoke to this
Rev. J. M. McLeod, of Zion Church, topic, and quite an animated conversa-
had a conference with these gentlemen. tion ensured.
Letters of apology and of regret that  This matter discussed, Mr. Paradis,
they could not attend arrived from being requested by the brethren made a
brethren at a distance. few very interesting statements con-
Having assembled, Rev. Mr. Duncan nected with the progress of French
in a few appropriate words, and in the Evangelization — refering particularly
name of all present, welcomed the Scot- to the work of Father Chiniquy, and
tish Fathers to our shores, assuring them giving a few experiences of his own.
of the satisfaction felt at having the =~ The Rev. A. Munro gave the guests
Convener and his brother member ot a very hearty welcome. None were
the Colomal Committee of the Church more glad to see them thun he was.
of Scotland amongst us—a satisfaction He was delighted with uaion and could
that was shared b{ all, and dwelling assure them that feeling was very gene-
especially upon the happy and prosper- ral amongst the people.
ous termination of the Union negotia-  Mr. Muir then summed up, acknow-
tions of the Presbyterian Churches in Jedging fully the great need for such an
Canada—a Unian the great and good ingtitution as that referred Lo in the
results of which we could yet scarcely previous conversation, as well as the
be said to realize or begin to reap. fact that this want is fully realized by

I, IN P. E. ISLAND.

Mr. Muir replied feelingly to the
warm and cordial reception given to his
brother minister and himself. He came
in an unofficial capacity; but he was*
delighted with what he saw; realizing
fully that he had arrived at a most in-
teresting period of the Churches history
—just at the consummation of the great
Union. The result of this Union he
would watch with the deepest interest,
as would every true hearted Presbyter-
an abroad. Mr. Muir then?eterred to
the deep interest taken in this union by
the Mother Church in Scotlandy ask-
ing the brethren to state freely any sug-
gestion a3 to the wants or working of

the churches of Scotland, and concluded
by pointing out the way which applica-
tion for aid might be made. Again Mr.
Muir referred fo the pleasurc this short
visit had afforded to his brother traveller
and himself, wishing the brethren God
speed in their labors, and stating the
quickened interest he should now feel in
all concerning the cause of Christ here.

The Rev. Mr. Gunn closed by stating
his joy at the realization of Union. He
had desired to see that from his very
arliest recollection, and had no doubt
of its being one of the areatcst benefits
ceaterred upon the Presbyterian cause
taroughout all Canada.
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After which the brethren scparated,
baving enjoyed a delightful season.

On Sabbath, the Scottish  brethven
occupied the pulpits of St. James’ and
Zion Churches, giving great satisfaction,
Aacguest was made that the sermons
should be published, a request which we
are in hopes of seeing realized as soon
as our respected brethren (or Fathers,
rather) have time to put their notes in
form for the press.

On Monday they were entertained to
luncheon by the Ifon. Col. Gray at
Inkerman House, with whom they en-
Jjoyed a forenoon drive. In the evening
they were the guests of the Hon. James
Duncan, their head quarters being at
the Manse ot St. James’.— Charlottetown
Presbyterian.

Inglis’ Picture of the First General
Asgsembly of tne Churcl of
Canada.

This work of art, a copy of which
is now before us, we have no hesitation in
characterizing as a perfect wonder. It
is & wonder, judging it upon its merits,
as a collection of accurate and life-like
portraits of the Ministers and representa-
tive Elders of the different Presbyterian
Churches which entered into union in
Montreal, in June last. Where so
many faces appear it is diflicult to speci-
{y any one ; yet we cannot forbear draw-
ing attention to that of the Moderators,
the; Very Rev. Dr. Cook. A more accur-
ate and life like photograph than his as
he sits in gown and bands, we have
really never seen.  The Ex-Moderators,
also robed, are grouped rouud him as if
supporting him in the high and honorable
position into which he has been elevated.
Messrs. McGregor and Grant, the two
Ex-Moderators of the Maritime Synods,
are so natural and comfortable-like, that
one is almost disappointed in not hear-
ing them speak.

he picture is a wonder in another
sense—a sense readily appreciated now-
a-days—viz., that of expense. Itisa
large picture in which there are over
six hundred photqgraphs of representa-
tive men of the Churches for the price
of $4.00. There are smaller sizes for
lower prices. It is thus brought within
the reach of all classes of the community,
and in cvery family connceted with the
Church there ought to be a copy.
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We heartily commen? Mr. Iaglis to
the notice of all our readers, and hope
that his picture of the first General As-
sembly of the United Church may be
made useful in cementing the different
elements of which the Church is made
up into one united Church shoulder to
shoulder for the good work for which
she is to stand betore our country tor
all time to come.

Nova Scotia.

Report of St. Matthew's Church
for 1875.

The following brief extract will be
interesting to our readers. Added to
the Communion Roll duridg the year,
56. By one collection the whole salary
of Miss Johns for the first year was con-
tributed, over $800, (the Sunday schonl
contributing $200 of thatamount.) The
Ladies G. P. C. Society paid her pas-
sage money to India, about 3500. In
city mission work the sum of $300 is
expended to keep Mr. Potter, the city
missionary employed in the south end.
There are no less than Zen meetings for
religious purposes held within the Church
each week, while for Congregational
and Synodical purposes the collections
during the year amount (including the
items given above) to $4667.62. These
items, exclusive of a large salary to the
minister together with a large current
expense in maintaining the Church,
show that St. Matthew’s must be a
vigorous and active congregation to do
so much work from love to the Master.

The Theological Session.

The Divinity Hall will open (D. V.) on
the first Wednesday of November. The
opening Lecture will be delivered by Rev.
Professor Pollok in St. Matthew’s Church
on the evening named at 3 past 7 o’clock.

It is desirable that all students shoald be
forward in time that the work of the Session
may commence at once. Stadents comingg
Jate suffer loss themselves and hinder the
progress of their classmates.

We hope for a full and a punctual at-
tendance, and trust that the union will, by
increasc of Dgefessors, of students, and of
general inter8®, give a valuable impulse
and new life to our Theological school.

The time has come when the Synod and
people must by providing much better ac-
commodation, shew their deiermination to
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have an institution worthy of the Body.
Unless our Hall will bear comparison 1n
utility and attractiveness to older and bet-
ter equipped institutions within reach of our
Joung men, the more aspiring among them
will withdraw. If the convictions of the
United Synod are decided to maintain and
build up an institution for the Maritime
Provincest, then the work of edification,
must begin forthwith. It cannot be delay-
ed even to wait for good times, but must be
attempted at once.  This might be mads
“ our Unton memorial.”

AMHERST CoNarEGATION—Though
not organized yet as a congregation,
Ambherst is entitled to the name, be-
cause of the manner in which it has
done its duty while under the charge of
Home Mission Boards. It was under
their charge for the seven months ending
June 30th; and it is now under the
charge of the newly formed Presbytery
of Wallace, whose pleasing duty it will

to organize it into a Congregation
very soon. During these seven months
it has cost the Church nothing. The
people raised enough to pay $10 a week
for ministerial supply, and to pay for
ordinary expenses (such as rent of ball,
fire and light) at the rate of $150 per
annum. 'fhey also collected $26 for a
Sunday School Library, and other sums,
When organized into a congregation,
they intend to give a call and to offer;a
stipend of $650, and a free house or
manse, with the expectation that the
Church will give them a supplement of
8150 for a year or two. ?[I;xe people
have shown such zeal, unanimity, good
sense and business habits in their con-
gregational life that they deserve all
encouragement.

WarLAcE—We had the communion
on July 18th; 280 communicants at
one table ; Church crowded to the door.
Mr. Sutherland preached for us in
Methodist Church which was also well
filled. Mr. Sedgewick preached on
fast-day ; Mr. Munro on Saturday, and
Mr. Murray on Monday. We had a
lovely day, and a time of refreshing.

Mz. DawsoN, a Catechist sent out
by the Colonial Committee of the Free
Church to labour under the Synod of
the Maritime Provines, has arrived, and
is under appointments in the Presbytery
of Halifax.
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A public meeting, we understand, has
been held at Sutherland’s River, Pictou,
for the purpose of forming a new con-
gregation out of a section formerly be-
longing to St. Andrew’s Church, 'New
Glasgow, and the Vale Colliery, a new
field recently taken up. This is a move
in the right’ direction; there is material
in both these sections for a new and
flourishing congregation. If the matter
is wisely managed and the people keep
together, they can in a very short time
be able to support a_minister and have
the ordinances of religion administered
among them. In the mean time they
may require some aid ; and if application
be made in the proper quarter whatever
necessary supplement they ask they will
receive. .

Sutherland’s River has had a Union
Church for over twenty years.

PRESENTATION.—A fow days ago Rev.
Geo. Coull was the recipient from the peo-
ple of Sutherland’s River, of an address and
& handsome pocket book containing the
sum of $60.00, as a token of their
appreciation of his services in connection
with the Weckly Bible Class. Itis worthy
ot remark that members of other congrega-
tions there, besides Mr. Coull’s, took an
active part in making up the present. ‘This
is a pleasing circumstance. We may also
mention that a short time ago Mr. Coull
received from his congregation in New
Glasgow a substantial gift of $150.00.

New Brunswick,

We anderstand that a new organ,
very valuable and very fine, is to be
erected in St. Stephen’s Church, St.
dohn, shortly. It 18 to be of English
manufacture, and will no doubt be of
great service in aiding the praise of the
sanctuary.

Upper Provinces.

Prorosep Crurce UxioN AT
GopEricH, ONT.—Meetings of the con-
gregations of Knox and' St. Andrew’s
churches were held on Monday evening,
to discuss the propriety of uniting the
churches into one body. It was decided
to hold 2 joint meeting of the managers
and sessions of both churches on Wed-
nesday evening, in Knox cburgh, gﬁer
prayer meeting. The proposition is to
have & joint pastorate, service to be in
Knox church, and the ministers to alter-
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nately officiate in town and in the Col-
burne and Goderich Tp. churches. St.
Aundrew’s church will be altered in its
interior arrangement and used for a
Sunday School and let to the Gaelic
congregation. Both congregations seem
unanimous in 2upport of the proposition.
We have no doubt but that so happy a
manifestation of the spirit ot the union
will be harmoniously carried out.—
Huron Sentinel.

Scotland.

New Moxkraxp.—The age and
failing health of the minister, the Rev.
Mr. Archibald, who spent some years
of his early ministerial life in St. An.
drew’s Church, Chatham, New Bruns-
wick, are such that he is no longer
able to nndertake the duties of his
Parish.  Steps are therefore being taken
to have an assistant and successor ap-
pointed; the matter having come be-
fore the last meeting of the Presbytery
of Hamilton it was decided to take steps
to have the matter regularly and legally
arranged.

Dyxst.—Quict does not seem to have
been restored to this very much exercised
people. We think it a pity that the
peace of a congregation should be kept
disturbed by the trifles with which it has
been in agitation. If altar cloths are
distasteful cven to a few of the people
why not remove them ? and if a frequent
celebration of the communion is not de-
sirable, why not be satisfied with the
old practice of twice, or for that matter
once, in the year 2 Knox recommended
monthly communions.

Opax.-— Opening of St. Columba
Church.—To the five ecclesiastical build-
ings with which Oban was previously
furnished a sixth has been added. On
Sunday afternoon, St. Columba Church,
the foormdation stone of which was laid
18 month ago by the Rev. Dr. Macleod,
of Mcrven, was formally openced by Pro-
fessor Charteris, of Edinburgh. The
Rev. Professor preached a thoroughly
practical sermon from Romans viii. 1, 2,
and 4, and the church was crowded to
the door. The afternoon service was
conducted by the Rev. James Macdon-
ald, formerly minister of Barney’s River,
N. S., now the minister of the congrega-
tion, and the Rev. Dr. Macrae, the
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venerable senior Pastor of Elgin Street
U. P. Chureh, Glasgow, officiated in the
evening. The special collections made
at all the dicts of worship for the build-
ing fund of the church amounted to £61.
Thie use of instrumental music and the
adoption of the standing and kneeling
attitude at praise and prayer were in-
novations introduced into the day’s ser-
vices. Mr. Fleming, of Muir Wood &
Co., Glasgow, presided at the harmonium
which has been presented to the church
by Mr. T. W. Murray Allan, of Glen-
feochar, and which is expected ere long
to be replaced by an organ, for which
special accommodation has been made.
The design and workmanship of the
church reflect great credit both upon
Mr. David Thomson, toe architeet, and
Mr. Menzies, the builder. The internal
arrangements, and, whatis of greater
importance, the acoustic properties, are
highly satisfactery. The most attrac-
tive object in the interior 1s a large
stained window illustrative of the Trans-
figuration. This window was gifted to
the church by Captain P. Cumstie, in
memory of his deceased parents and
other members of the family. The
church when finished will cost £5000.

Tue Rev. Gro. J. Care.—We are
pleased to notice the induction and set-
tlement of the former minister of St.
Stephen’s, St. Jobn, in the influential
and important Parish of Forfar, Scot-
land. The call is said to be one of the
most numerously signed calls ever given
to a minister of the Church, showing the
appreciation of Mr. Caie among the

arishioners to be hearty and general.
e was inducted with all the formalities
of Scottish custom and order not forget-
ting even the induction dinner and
soirce, at the former of which he was
made the subject of many complimen-
tary speeches; at the latter, he was
presented with a gown cassock and
bands, an . Mrs. Cale with a purse of
sovereigns. We wish success to our friend
in his new and. important sphere of la-
bour.

A gentlemao is & Christian in spirit that
will take'a polish. The rest are but plated
goods ;- and however excellent their fashion,
rub them more or less, the base metal ap-
pears through.
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Wiscellmreous,

On the 23rd day of July last, a Gene-
ral Presbyterian Council was held in
London for the purpose of forming an
Alliance of all the Presbyterian churches
throuchout the work. The terms of the
Alliance are that any church organized
on Presbyterian principles, holding the
authority of the Scripturesin matters of
faith and morals, and whose erced har-
monizes with the consensus of the Re-

formed Confessions, is eligible.  The
Council will meet triennially.  The con-

stituency of the Council will consist of
ministers and ruling elders, appointed
by the churches torming the alliance.
The Council is authorized to admit
churches to the Alliapce and entertain
and consider topies suggested by the
churches. The objeets of the Council
embrace the gencral interests of the
Presbyterian  community,  especially
where it is weak or persecuted. The
Council will entertain all subjects con-
nected with the work of evangelization,
and will devote itself to combining
church energies in great cities and des-
titute districts, and to training ministers.
It will use the press and colportage, and
devise the best method of opposing infi-
delity and Romanism. Its next meet-
ing will be held in Edinburgh on the
first Tuesday of July, 1876.

John Steward, the Negro Preacher.

e was the founder of Missions in the
Delaware Tribe.  He became a christian
hopefully while an ignorant and obzeure
laborer. e felt deeply impressed that
it was his duty to call sinners to repen-
tance. Ilis mind was drawn toward the
north-west, to labor among some people
he knew not of. Like others, who went
to the North for their liberty, he took a
course across wildernesses, mountains
and rivers, without compass or guide.
He finally reached the Delaware Indians.
He went into one of their cabins and
seatcw himself.  They did not of course
understand his language, and felt him to
be an intruder. They were making
ready for an Indian dance, and soon
commerced their orgies with such frantic
zeal that at first poor Stewardywas terri-
fied. At the close of the dance be began
to sing, and when he ceased they wanted
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him to sing more. He then spoke to
them through an intepreter on the sub-
Ject of religion.

At another feast he gave them a sec-
ond discourse. He then gave notice that
he would speak at the house of his inte-
preter.  Only one old woman attended.
But he preached as if hundreds were pre-
sent.  The next day two were there.
His audiences mcreased. And he went
from cabin to cabin, talking and singing
and praring with the Indians. Soon
large crowds flocked to his meetings ; and
so great was their concern for themselves
that they neglected almost entirely their
ordinary business. Several of the chiefs
were converted, and become useful in
christian work. The way was thus
opened for 3issions among the Delaware
Indians. Hundreds were hopefully con-
verted through the sclf-denying labors
of John Steward.

Notice these facts: An ignorant, ob-
scure man, without license, appointment
or patrons, turns to Christ; leaves all
that he loves, to go he knows not where,
under the guidanee of astrange impulse,
to find some place where he could labor
for Christ. He falls among the lndians.
He does not know a word of their lan-
guage. Heisofa despised race, despised
even by the Indians themselves.  But
the melody of his voice attracts them,
charms them. The saintliness of his ap~
pearance affects them. At length his
words and appeals thrill them.  Souls
crowd around him to learn the way to
be saved. Iis ridiculing interpreter,
who had wickedly protested against the
message as he translated it, at last sur-
renders to Christ]  His influence comes
to be felt throughout the whole tribe 5
till gradually heathen habits one by one
disappear, and the proprieties of the
chuistian’s life take their place.

Now what is this but the great power
of God? Who chooses the things that
are not to bring to naught the things that
are ?  The history of christianity are re-
plete with just such well avthenticated
facts and fllustrations of its power. And
do not facts such as these, and enough of
them, lay the foundation for a spiritual
science, which no skeptical theories can
overthrow ? ' Who: wiil dare to say that
song and prayer are lost as spiritual
forces in_the greater kingdom? Let
doubters here analyze the sunple history
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of that humble Negro preache:, and say
“which of the two illustrates tie divine
power with more unquestionable cer-
tainty of demonstration, Tyndal, the
scientist, or Steward, the evar gelist ?

TaE following private grayers are re-
commended by the * Church Service
Society ” to be said privately by each
worshipper:

(1.) AT ENTERING CHURCH.

O send out Thy light and Thy truth:
let them lead me: let them bring me
unto Thy holy hill, and to Thy taber-
nacles. Amen.

Or this,

Merciful God, pour Thy Holy Spirit
on Thy Ministers and Thy worshipping

ople everywhere: And Thou, Blessed
giviour, who hast promised to be present
in the assembling of two or three of Thy
people, remember this word unto Thy
servaat, upon which Thou hast cauvsed
me to hope. Amen.

(2.) AT THE CLOSE OF DIVINE 8ERVICE.

Give me Thy Holy Spirit: Deepen
every good impression: Strengthen every
holy purpose: Accept that which was
sincere in my worship; and pardon the
much unworthiness: for Jesus Christ’s
sake. Amen.

memwroue

ACENOWLEDGMENTS.

SYNOD'S HOME MISSION.

Mr. Caruthers, Catechist, travelling
expenses from St. Andrew’s. N. B, $106 060
Rev. P. Galbraith, balance due him for
5 weeks services, in connection with
Home Mission work...oc vee aus.
Rev. A. J. McKichan for amount due
him previous to his settlement in
Barney's River..... . P .o
Received from Rev. Xr. Fogo, Nash-
waak and Stanley, N. B., collected
by Miss A. Sanson, $4.60, and Thos.
Buchanan, $6.60.....0000000 v0pe 1120

£100 58
Gxo. P. MrreugLr., Treasurer,

P

PAYMENTS FOR “RECORD.”

D. McPhersou, Gairloch........vvees 8170
3. McDonald, jr, Pleasant Hill.......
W. D. Morrison, St. Joha's, N. F..
A. McNaughton, Upper South River.. 3 b0
Mrs. Williamson, Dartmouth 60
W. McLean, St. Andrew's, N.B...... 250
Bev. R. McCunn, River Jobn ........ 10 00

23 00

b6 38
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Halifax :~D. Gordon, $3; T. Mitchell and
Blrs. Rose, 81.20 each; R. Emerson, J. Erving,
R. Watt, Mrs. W. Lawson, (Morris St.) A.
McNab, J. Fraser, (Granville St ) J. Gibson,
W. Bauld, C. Sinclair, Mrs. King, John
Hunter, W. Hedley. C. Thompson, Jas.
Thorapson, (Custos,) G. McLean, . Hether-
ington, W. Hesson, Capt. J. Tayvlor, Mr.
Archibaid, John Johnston, G. Thompson,
Mrs. Robinson, (Summer St.) W. H. Neal,
Neil, Brodie, and W. Hill, 60 cents each.

W. G. PENDER, Sec'y.

Halifaa, Sept. 4, 1875.

ESTABLISHED 1861,
Parks’ Cotton Manufactures.

COTTON WARP.
WHITE, BLUE, RED, ORANGE & GREEX»
Nos. 5's to 10's.

Cotton Carpet Warp,

Made of No. 8 Yarn 4-ply twisted. White,
Red, Orange, Brown, Slate, Blue,
Green &c.

ALL FAST COLORS.

In manufacturing our goods, we take the
greatest care to make thewn of such a quality
as to give satisfaction to the consumer.

We warrant them to be full length and
weight; stronger and better in every respect
than any other yara in the market.

All our goods have our name upon them,
and are sold by us only to the wholesale trade,
from whom couniry merchants and consumers
can slways obtain them by asking specially

for them.
WM. PARKS & SON,
New Brunswick Cotton Mills,
St. John, N. B.
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Ix Nova Sooria, NEW RRUNSWIOR, AXD ADJOIH+
16 Pruvinoas,

Is printed and published for the Synod’s
Comunittee, on the 10th day ef every month,
by the ** Nova Scotia Printixg CoMpPANY,”
Corner of Sackville and Graanville Streets,
Halifax, N. 8.

TERMS.
Sin{lo ooples, per annum, post paid .$0.60
Clubs of 6, sent to one oddress...... . 260
[ 10’ [ « € e . 5.00
(An oxtra copy furnished gratis for ever ten

names sout.)

Letters on_Business to be addressed to the
Sccretary, W. G. PeNDER, 7! Barrington
Street, Halifax.

Communi®ations for insertion to be ad-
dressed to the Rev. JonN CampBELL, the
Manse, Tobin Street, Halifex.



