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If Christ Were Here.

LY MARGARET E, SANGSTER.

It Christ were here to-night and saw me
tired,
And half afraid another step to take,
I think he'd know the thing my heart
desired,
And ease that heart of al] its throbhing
ache,

It Christ were here in this dull room of
mine
That gathers up so many shadows dim,
‘I am quite sure its narrow space would
shine
And kindle into glory, around him.

If Christ were here I might not pray so
long,

My prayer would have such little way
to go,

‘Twould break into a burst of happy song,

So would my joy and gladness over-
flow,

It Christ were here to-night, I'd touch
the hem
Of his fair, seamless robe, and stand
complete
In wholeness ang in whiteness; I, who
stem
Such waveg of pain, to kneel at his
dear feet,

It Christ were here to-night, I'd tell him
11

a
The load T carry for the ones I love,
The blindeq ones, who grope, and faint,
+and fal,
l~‘nl]n\\'lng false

guides,
Christ above,

nor geeking

If Christ were here ! Ah, faithless som]
and weak,
Is not the Master ever close to thee ?
Deaf is thine ear that canst not hear him
speak,
Dim is thine eve, his face that cannot
see,

Thy Christ is here, and never far away,
He entered with thee when thou camest

n;
His strength was thine through all the
busy day, .
He knew thy need, he kept thee pure
from sin,

Thy blessed Christ is in thy little room,
Nay more, the Christ himself is in thy
heart;
I'ear not, the dawn will scatter darkest
gloom,
And heaven will be of thy rich life a
part,
—Congregationulist,

For the Young Workers,

Find your work where Christ has put
you,

Seek to make at least one spot of the
earth brighter by a deed of yours.

When you begin to worry do not forget
that God still has control of everything.

Christ has redeemed you and lifted you
up, that you, in turn, may lift up others.

If you truly love God, your heart wil]
be filled with hig Spirit, and you will be
obedient to hig commands,

The true Christian is like the sun,
which pursues his noiseless track, and
everywhere leaves the effect of his beams
in blessings on all,
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W. H. WITHROW, D.D., EDITOR.

TORONTO, MAY, 1900,
The Possibilities, Adaptability and
Practicability of the “Home
Department.”

FIRST—POSSIBILITIES.

The possibilities of the Home Depart-
ment work in any Sunday-school can
only be measured by the possibilities of
the open Bible in the home. And surely
the need for such work is as great as the
need for the Sunday-school itself or even
the preaching service of the church.

If there is any one thing which the
Church, the State, and our whole nation
most needs, it is more vital religion in
the homes of the people, and such religion
is never found in homes where the Bible
is a closed and unused book.

« What is home without a mother
asks the old familiar song, as if nothing
could be quite so bad; and as if the
question was unanswerable. But we

on

think, *“ What is home without a Bible ?”
is as hard a question as the other and
almost as pathetic.

Full many a home

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

could better be without its fretting,
scolding, worldly, fashion-loving, unsaved
and unsanctified mother than to be with-
out the refining, quieting, peaceful, happy
and holy influence of the Word of God,
loved, revered, and daily read and
studied. ~ Better a Bible-loving, Bible-
teaching stepmother, or hired house-
keeper in a family of growing children
than a mother in whose hewrt and life
Christ and the Bible have no place. Is
this a strong statement ? Is it too
strong ? How can anything be too
strong which pleads earnestly for more
vital religion in the home ? Indeed, we
will venture to emphasize the thought a
little further by saying that there are
thousands and tens of thousands of
godly Sunday-school teachers who are
truer mothers to the children in their
classes than are the mothers who bore
them.

The sole object of the Home Depart-
ment of the Sunday-school is to open the
Bible in the homes of the people, and
persuade those persons who cannot or will
not attend the Bible study service of the
church, to study the current Sunday-
school lessons one half hour or more
every week. Such regular, systematic
study aided by our splendid *“ Lesson
Helps,” even for a half hour a week, can-
not fail of spiritual and moral benefit,
for it gives God u chance to speak to,
and the Holy Ghost an entrance into, tue
heart of him or her who reads the open
book. And this is why the possibilities
of the Home Department can only be
measured by the possibiiities of the open
Bible in the home, as we said in the out-
set,

SECOND—ADAPTABILITY.

Wherever the Bible should go, the
Home Department can take it, and where-
ever it does go, the Home Department
can follow, and provide helps for the
study of it. This is what makes it ap-
plicable to every home and to every com-
munity. Think not for one moment that
the Home Department is not suited to
city, town or country Sunday-schools
Wherever people are neglecting the
weekly study of the current Sunday-
school lessons, right there the Home De-
partment fits. In all our experience we
have uever yet found a misfit, though we
are compelled to admit that mistakes and
mismanagement have often resulted in
total failure in Home Department effort.
Still we think that most schools which
have tried it and failed, failed bhecause
they were content to fail, and really pre-
ferred failure to success.

]
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THIRD — I‘I(A('Tl(ﬁ\lill.l'l‘\ .

To say a thing js bractical " is equiya-
lent to saying “ yoy can do it,” and that
is what we woulq like to say to every
Sunday-school in the world, “ You can do
iL”  That is, you can have a Home De-
partme.t,

But “can do ft» sald “will do  { A
are not, alas! twin brothers, Cap al-
ways can, Lut, untortunar.ely, will often
won't, and there's the end of it !

How is it with you, reader ? wjy
You or won't you ?—Selected,

of all necessary Home Department sup-
plies, and full particulars " ow to start
a Home Department, anq keep it going,

Our_Connexional Monthly,

One of the best writers in Canadian
Methodism, ga Conference President,
writes of the April number of The Meth-
odist Magazine anq Review that it con-
tains several articles, any one of which is
worth the price of the whole number, and
has reached high-water mark, The ar-
ticle by the late lamented Rey, J, E.
Lanceley on Dr, ang Mrs. Parker, with
their portraits, is of very snecial import-
ance, as also are severa) others. The
ilustrated article on the * Beginning
and Probable Age of the Niagara Gorge,”
s of fascinating interest. Our new Cana-
dian story, “ From the Hills of Algoma,”
begins also in thig number. The Easter
poems, stories and Pictures are specially
attractive,

Schools opening in the spring will find
it greatly to their advantage to accept
our special offer of $1.00 for the whole
vear. — Some schools have taken from ten
to forty numbers, ag being fresher,
theaper, more attractive than libraries,
Back numbers from January can be fur.
nished,

————

Planning the Lesson.
BY WlLL;A‘M‘T. ELLIS,

Before 3 teacher uses any helps in his

treatment.  Aftep a careful reading of
the Seripture text he will perceive for

hirself jtg principal teachings; others
may develop as he studies further, but
the outstanding anq essential points, ag
4 rule, will pe plain at once,

The first question to be considereq is,
“ Which of these truthg ig most suited
G my clasg 7 Ability to determine thig
i one test of g 8ood teacher, A]] truths

Bible containg milk for babeg and meat
for men, He ioes not handle aright
the worg of truth who feeds men on milk
Or babes on meat, In this matter the
teacher can get little assistance from
¢Cmmentators, Hjg OwWn judgment mygt
tell him what phase of the lesson ig most
adapted to the needs or hig scholars
Having determined this  important

, Question, the teacher should proceeq to

should prepare his questions and illys-
trations, ¢ follows naturally that he
must overlook other importa.., aspects of
the lesson, But it is futile to attempt to
make al] Possible applications of a les-
son in the average class, for the result
would be that the scholars would prob-
ably remember none. It is better to
drive home one Or two essentia] truths
that will stick than to discharge an in-
effective shower of applicationg which
do not benetrate either the understand-
ing or the interest,

The teacher Who thus plans his lesson
must abandon the time-honoured custom
of taking up the lesson text verse by
verse and of making comments on each,
This style of teaching is generally pro-
ductive of the least results, All verses
in the Bible are not of equal importance,

ting of g scene.  The best teachers do
not use the verse-by-verse method, for
many reasons. QOpe of these, and not the
most important either, is that the study
period usually closes before the teacher

lesson plan s only the beginning,
and the rough framework of rea] study.

should, of course, make use of the best
helps obtainable, It will be found that

A

s
g
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All Days for Thee, m God. pieasure, however, in giving the conclud-
.y Lo Yog and essential part of it—FEd.]

All days for thee, my God ! As the twentieth century dawns upon
Yea, all my times be thine; . us, our rallying cry should be, A for-
The feet with holy sandals shod, ward movement in Sunday-school work."”
The path of peace on Sabbaths trod, Twentieth Century funds are all right
On every day be mine. but by all means let us take a broader
view of our obligations, let us have more

development of the latent talent of the
church and more adaptation in our
methods, What I would like to see is a
forward movement in the teaching of the

The more my toil and care,
The more 1 need thy grace;
The more 1 need to breathe the air

Of heavenly love in answered prayer,

In every time and place. mere letter of sacred truth, Without a
knowledge of the letter, how can we ex-

From morn to eventide, pect our children to catch the spirit
which the letter contains ?  The spirit

From eventide to morn,
May faith and love in me abide, is bound up in the letter. The letter is
Thine arm my strength, thy hand my  the doorway into the temple, and if the

doorway be not opened, access to the

guide,
Thy robe of service WOrh. holy place becomes impossible.

» The use of the International Sunday-
Upfgelza:;rzssighso?en bear school Lessons forms a capital basis for
And when the tempter spreads his net, a more efficient system of instruction, in-

asmuch as it assures a gradual and uni-

form effort. The use also of The Ban-
ner and other publications of like nature
are most commendable aids to the
teacher in his or her preparations. But
there are other aspects of our work in

Lord Jesus, let us not forget
The sacred sign I wear.

‘Mid sorrow’s wintry drifts,
Take me beneath thy wing;

If summer air from rocky rifts

The overweary head uplifts, which advance must be made if we are

Thine be the praise, my King ! to fulfil our mission, and adapt ourselves
to our changed environment.

OnTE;e:,‘Vilﬂﬁé g:r\?::t‘l ind 1. We want a more efficient teac
With cords of love—the why or how Sm!:;h -Tm‘c}:e;{i ‘tlhml-ougr:ly i":"\]'"
I may not see; but trustful bow to Christ, intellectua and plous.
Content in soul and mind ¢ will necessitate the establishraent  of
: t1nining classes anl institutes for teach
ers.
2. We may then command a more in-
em of teaching.

Spring wakens seed and root,
And buds and flowers appear;
The autumn crowns the ripen'd ghoot, telligent s
And yields to man both bread and fruit—  taneous teaching, with the aid of
So make my mission here. blackboard, should take the place of
much of the hum-drum class work which
e to pass muster as teaching in

mn

While thine each passing day, is mad
Not one long day in seven, our schools to-day. This is the system
Lord, teach me so to work and pray which was adopted by the Methodist day
That all my steps along the way <chools in England when they shart d in
the responsibility of religious education

May be to thee in heaven.
—Thomas MacKellar, in New York Ob
gerver.

experience shows that in the younger
s especially simultaneous teaching
gives better results, and is in every way
more suitable. In our own school at
“ A Forward Movement in Sunday- Haliburton Street, annaln‘u;. ”-.'nllfr.“

” teaching has been introduced in the case
school Work. of the infant class in a separate room
go that whereas formerly three or four
teachers were employed, and these only

ed in “ keeping them quiet,”
hole, on &%

children—8

BY MR. THOS. BRYANT, NANAIMO.
s fairly succeed

[We regret that we have not room for NOW ”"“r"‘““hﬁ“"" "‘t‘“‘-“ thl"‘:
the whole of Mr. Bryant's excelient ;l(‘:\rl’]rt'e a:l(;\‘[!)‘(ed .‘!n Uﬁ:‘:\‘ronnéeds is held:
which is published in The Meth-  hapits of reverence and order are €
We have forced, and the lesson s drawn froB

paper,
odist Recorder, Victoria, B.C.

them by
tioning.
one traine
worth mo
who have
work,

3. This
class-room
troduction
infant Cla
shows to g
ment of th
education,
which she
Sunday-sch
of accomm
the same b
church ser
unavoidable
rural distri
the future
specially de
ments of a
religious ed
means an g

scholars ma
the devotios
addresses m:
connected t
classes is of
by all mean;
of the schoc
and easily ve
decorated wi
bouquets and
round the ro
system of e
complete eith
lar or religio

4 Examina
ought to be
schools at th
for finding o
tended our ef
instruction  {
some schools
heen utilized i
tion on the q
been done in ¢
giln Street, Na
1" not satisfac
second prize—
an hymn book
the most corr
drawn up by ;
5. Lastly, 'm(
the work, At
u'dist Sunday-s
Nanaimo, a ye,
}u suggest l}la
the Sunday-se
double purpose
the carrying ou
tem of instruc




SUNDAY SCHouI, BANNER, ¥

them by simple filustration and aues-  have tried to outline in this paper, and
tioning. By this system we claim that also as being, in my judgment, the most
one trained and intelligent teacher is  plausible method of discharging a duty
worth more than half a dozen teachers which we owe to those whose spiritual
who have no special aptitude for the interests are entrusted to us, just as im-
work, perative, viz.: that of securing the at-
3. This will involve an increase in tendance of the children at the public
class-room accommodation, and the in- service of God in the sanctuary, And I
troduction of gallerieg for the Junior and still maintain that position,  Neither is
infant Class.  There is nothing which ¢ any new fangled notion, but, on the
shows to greater disadvantage the senti-  contrary, is a plan that has been tried.
ment of the church in regard to religious  |p saying this all I have to do is to ap-
education, than the complacency with peal to the experience of any who have
which she regards the buildings in which been connected with our English Sunday-
Sunday-schools are held.  The practice schools, and can we fully estimate the
of accommodating the Sunday-school in value in a spiritual sense, that has ac-
the same building in which the ordinary crued to English Methodism by thus
church services are held is, I suppose, bringing the children to the house of
unavoidable in most cases, especlally in  Goq » See the propriety of this, as in-
rural districts, but the Sunday-school of dicated in the report of the Sunday-
the future will consist of a building schoo! Com ittee recently presented to
specially designed to meet the require-  the Conference at Nanaimo, and adopted
ments of a more intelligent system of by it. I am aware that there are ob-
religious education, Let there be by all  jections urged against this. We are told
means an auditorium in which all the (1) that a large number of children could
scholars may assemble to take part in  not attend in the morning.  But have
the devotional exercises, and in which e ever made the experiment ? And
addresses may be given, but class-rooms  gyep if there is any force in this objec-
connected therewith for the separate tion, still if we can only get a small
classes is of paramount importance, And minority of them there, the good there-
by all means let the physical conditions by accomplished would, in my estima-
of the school be suitable—light, warm, tion, fully justify our making the experi-
and easily ventilated, [Let the walls be ment And the very fact of a session
decorated with mottoes and pictures; let peing pelq would offer some inducement
bouquets and flowering plants be placed  at least to those who otherwise would
round the room in suitable places. No not attend, to be present. But (2) the
system of education, however, can be  chier difficulty, we are told, would be in
complete either in connection with secu- getting teachers to attend, This is or
lar or religious subjects, unless ought to be regarded as a libel on the

4 Examinations should be held. There  consecrateq talent in our church to-day.
ought to be in connection with our There never was a time when there was
sthools at the present time some plan g, much intelligence in the church as
for finding out how far success has at- there is to-day. Neither was there a
tended our efforts in seeking to impart time when there was so many conse-
instruction in religious subjects, In crated, earnest Christians as there are
some schools the Review Sunday has to-day. But what sort of Christianity
been utilized in holding an oral examina- g, You suppose a man must have whe
tion on the gnarter’s lessons, This has iy urge as a reason for not being able
been done in our own school at Halibur- to attend on a Sabbath morning, that his
ton Street, Nanaimo, with very salutary, work has been so arduous and protracted
I not satisfactory, results, A first and  during the week ? It ever that excuse
second prize—one a Bible and the other could have been valid, it surely was,
an hymn book—is offered quarterly, for when, in the good old times, as in the
the most correct answers to questions case of my own father, a man had to toil
drawn up by a committee, underground, under far worse conditions

5. Lastly, more time will be given to  than prevail to-day, from six o’clock a.m,
the work At a union meeting of Meth- to six p.m., which in winter time pre-
odist Sunday-school teachers, held in vented him from seeing daylight for six
Nanaimo, a year or two ago, 1 ventured days out of the seven, and yet was in-
10 suggest that a morning’s session of variably found at his post in the Sab-
the  Sunday-school be held, for the pyth-school at nine a.m. and again at
double purpose of giving more time for  two p.m.  The fact is, T believe this ex-
the carrying out of a more efficient sys- cuse is made only by those who find at-
‘em of instruction, similar to what T tondance at the Sabbath-school, even for

-]
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one session, irksome; not by those, cer-
tainly, who find in it a pleasure and a
joy. For of such it may be said that :

« At work for God is loved employ,
They lose the duty in the joy.”

Principles of Adaptation in Sunday-
school Teaching.

1. The teacher must know the world
in which the pupil lives.

(1) He lives in a social world. His
home, parents, the unconscious influence

there. His daily associates—on the
street, at school. What are the ten-
dencies ? What are the standards ? No

teacher can do his work well without
knowing this social world in which his
pupil lives.

2) He lives in a religious world. His
parents have a faith of some kind, even
if it is the faith of no-faith. They be-
lieve or doubt. They allude in some
way to religion even if they do not wor-
ship. They have lax or strict opinions.
They are reverent or profane. They are
Romanists, or Protestants, or Rational-
ists. They are sensitive or stolid in re-
ference to the great interests of religion.
The teacher must know this religious
world.

(3) He lives in a Bible world. He has
some idea about it. He has a super-
ficial knowledge of its history, ete. He
has perhaps mixed up facts, traditions.
bhuman imaginings, etc.,, with divine
truth; confounding theru together; and
perhaps accepting the misrepresentations
of sceptics as the actual teachings of the
Bible. We have little idea of the in-
definite and confused impressions of the
majority of our Sunday-school pupils
concerning the contents of our holy Bible.
The teacher must know this Bible world
in which his scholars live.

(4) He lives in a literary world. He
reads some paper. He has some books.
He sees pictorial papers, and must both
look at the pictures and read the letter-

He possibly subscribes for some

press.
paper. Remember the sensational issues
of the press to-day—dime novels, ete.
Do your pupils read such as these ?

What do they read 2 What books at
home ? The teacher must know this

literary world of his pupils.
(5) There is a business world in which

the pupil lives.
which he proposes to follow.

The trade he is at, or
The home

theories and maxims concerning business,
and the business practices with which he
has always been familiar. Many an
honest boy has learned his first lessons
in dishonesty from the man whose ap-
prentice he has become. The teacher
must know the business world of his
pupils,

IL. The teacher must go to the world
in which the pupil lives—

(1) To know its range of thought;

(2) To know its vocabulary;

(3) To know its charms to his pupils;

(4) To know its perils to his pupils;

(5) To know its personal influences.

11, The teacher must connect himself
with the world in which the pupil lives

(1) By adapting to it the teachings of
every lesson;

(2) By bringing his personal influence
to bear upon it;

(3) By bringing himself into fullest
sympathy with it.

1V. The teacher must elevate and im-
prove the world in which the pupil lives-

(1) By bringing to it a better social
influence—the church, the ministry, the
membership;

(2) By bringing to it a wholesome re
ligious literature—a weekly paper, tracts
books, ete.;

(3) By bringing the pupil into the re-
gular church services, public and social:

(4) By bringing the pupil into his own
house as a visitor and friend;

(5) By the thorough teaching which
will bring his pupil to a better under-
standing of the holy Bible ;

(6) By bringing his pupil into personal
fellowship with Jesus Christ.

A Plan.

BY SALLY CAMPBELL.

Here is a little plan which I am mak
ing for my Sunday-school class. It is
a big class, of twenty or more girls and
boys. My ideal, of course, is that every
one of these girls and boys shall have a
real, vital feeling of interest and respon-
sibility toward all the others. As an
effort to promote this, I am going to
get twenty or more square blank cards,
and knot some loops of ribbon at the
top of them, by way of decoration. Then
I shall write on one side, in two rows
the names of all the members of the
class, including my own, and on the
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will be apt ang in-

all memberg one of
e.

try that
“Ye are

another,” may be
Then on New Y, though
I shall djs-
And I shal)

say on every Sunday,

one by one, and T each and
think,  Ask yourself what your in-
fluence is over that one, Has he been
faithfully at Sunday-school and at
church ? ¢ not, what have yoy done to
persuade him ? ~ Whep he is there does
he find you in place ? Does he fing you
intelligent about the lesson ? Does he
see that you think it worth while to
study into the things of God ?  Anq
then his temptations. “You know what
some of them are, gt home, at school,
by disposition or Surroundings,

I any degree, make j

make him strong ? 0 you see
him do a brave, true thing—anq my
boys and girls do such things, I know—
have you God for it ?
yourself all these thij
tach name on the
any, €m together,
That is one great difficulty aboyt our
good resolutions; they are too vague and
indistinet, Religion, like any other
business, in ordep to be successful must
be a matter of detail. go take your
flassmates and your teacher, name by
lame, and seareh into your own be-
baviour in the light
them each, Consid
idle words, your sharp tempers, your
lazy letting slip of obportunities, from
the point of view of the fruijt they may
be Learing in these other lives,  And
tonsider again the Splendid valye of
fVery struggle after longsuffering anq
love anq light, when it may be reflected
1 those lives,
My dear scholars, let ug jn the new
Year, day by day, see oup relations to
one another with clearer eyes anq wiser
earts, € one another better,
her more, anq hinder
Let us put away our
have any, oup poor,
and spites, and Jet
the purpose to have
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Pilgrim Teacher.,

holier time together

than
had before,

May God

lightly, Every
OW best to ) it In
Sometimes DY 1ueans
Breat gooqd jg done,—

o
The New Psalm of David,

BY ROBERT HIND,

Two years 4go, some Egyptian Peasants
Were digging up and carrying away the
light soil Which i ygeq by the farmers
as “ top-dressing," in a certain locality
in Upper Egypt. 1t appears there wag
at the place the ruins of a Coptic church
and monastery, Ag they proceedeq with
their work their toolg struck a slab, A
little furthep diggi rect-
angular

ancient Egymiun,
box might have le
a parcel of books,
strong linen cloth,
in number, but g5

ape of the
expect, but
carefully Wrapped in
The books were two
Peculiar featyre of
them was that though written upon
papyrus, they were bound stroug
leather |ike European books,
These books are now in the hands of
the transiatopg in the Britisph Museum,
rk of translation js already
considerably advanced, One of the
Looks contains several complete homiljes
5 of the Monophys;j

€ state of religious thought
in Egypt, in a period regarding which
little is known at the present time,
Valuable ag this volume is, however, it
cannot be compareq in interest to the
other, which jg g complete copy of the
Psalms, written in a Coptic dialect, the
language of the descendants of the an-
cient Egyptians in the times of Christ.
Hegm‘r”ug this book, four things are
Specially worthy of note: (1) The papyrus
is well preserved; (2) jt jg the oldest
complete Bible manuscri
ence; (3) it i

the 151st Psalm,
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The fact last named is of course the
most extraordinary., The following is a
translation of this additional psalm :

PSALM CLL
* Written by David after his Combat
with Goliath, telling surely how he
slew the Oppressor of his race.

“1.1 was small among my brethren,
and youngest in my father’s house. I
tended my father’s sheep.

“2 My hands formed a musical in-
strument, and my fingers tuned a psal-
tery.

«“3 And who shall tell my Lord?
The Lord himself, he himself hears.

“ 4, He sent forth his angel and took
me from my father’'s sheep, and he an-
ointed me with the oil of his anointing.

“5, My brothers were handsome and
tall; but the Lord did not take pleasure
in them.

“¢, 1 went forth to meet the Philis-
tine; and he cursed me by his idols.

“ 7. But I drew his own sword and be-
headed him, and removed reproach from
the children of Israel.”

Although not in the Bibles used at
present by the churches of Christendom,
this psalm has for many years been
known to biblical scholars. Keen dis-
cussions about it have taken place in
certain circles, but the result was that it
came to be believed that it was not
genuine. But this new discovery shows
that in the first centuries of our era it
was regarded as a part of the Psalter by
the Christian churches then in existence.
—Primitive Methodist Magazine.

The Sunday-school.

The Sunday-school has become an im-
portant factor in the education of the
children and youth of our land. The
country is looking to the church to train
the rising generation in religious things.
If we expect our young people to be
efficient workers in League and other
departments of Christian work, the chil-
dren must be educated in the funda-
mental facts concerning the Book of
God. They must be familiar with the
principles of religion and the doctrines
of the churches found in the Catechism.
They must have stored in their memory
the precious truths of God's Word as re-
presented in memory Scriptures.

We are pleased to find that the Home
Department is being formed in connec-

tion with many of our schools. This
department, we believe, has great pos-
sibilities of good, and we urge that it be
pressed with enthusiasm on all our cir-
cuits,

After a careful examination of the
Sunday-school schedules, the fact is
plainly shown that the spiritual results
from the work are not nearly as great a
they should and can be. It is recom-
mended that on certain Sundays, when
an appropriate lesson is to be studied,
the exercises of the school be made
evangelistic in character, and opportunity
be given for personal work in the classe
and that invitations be extended for im-
mediate surrender to God.—Wesleyan

Rules Concerning Answers,

1. The answer should come from some
member of the class.

2. The answer should be direct and
definite, and the whole class should un
derstand what it is.

3. The answer should, wherever pos-
sible, be given in the pupil’s own lan-
guage.

4. The answer should contain as few

unnecessary words as possible.
5. The answer should restate so much
of the question as to make the answer a
complete statement of a fact or proposi-
tion,

6. Allow no guessing at answers,

7. Allow pupils time to think before
giving answers.

8. Allow the timid and
special time and favour.

9. Correct defective answers by a series
of helpful questions.

10. Commend correct gnswers occasion-
ally but not invariably.

11. Don’t repeat the answers given by
your pupils.

dull pupils

Methodist Magazine and Review.

TS OF APRIL NUMBER

Sir john Bourinot concludes hi
able series of four well-illustrated ar-
s on “Canada During the Victorian
A touching interest is given to
the illustrated article on Dr. Joseph Par-
ker, in the striking style of the laie Rev
J. B. Lanceley, from the fact that it was
the last literary work of his pen. An
illustrated scientific article, by Professor
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Dionne, on th; « Beginning amq Probable Kropotkin, with bortrait, - Lavengro—
Age of the Niagara Gorge,” will pe read the Scholar, Gypsy, and Priest,” “ Barbe-
with much interest, T. C. Bonney ge- Julie de Krudener,” and * Julig Ward
scribes with vivacity and graphic interest Howe " are given, A strongly Written
{wo famous cities of the Adriatie, J, H. Canadian story, * From the Hills of
lichardson, M.D., M.R.CS., Eng., has a Algoma,” by Mande Petitt, a successful
striking comparison between ¢ Christian young author, beging well, A striking
Science ” and the ancient heresy of Easter character jg given thig number
Guosticism.” The war ig fully treated by pictures, boems, [agter stories,
it illustration and context, including a legends of the Saviour, anq Easter read-
striking article on “The Sonth African ings.

Conspiracy Against British Rule,” by Toronto : William Briggs, Montreal :
Canon Wirgman. of Gruhamstown. C. w, Coates, Halifax ; §, F. Huestis,

"7
Sketches of “ A Gentle Anarchist," Count $2.00 a yeay: $1.00 for six months, 14
= - = - - S o
= —— R i
. . : 148

Lessons ang Golden Texts, Studies in the Life of Jesus, S

L A ril 1.—Tug Bramirones, ¢ 4. 25 to 0, 12, VIL May 13.—Jravs ar iy PHARISER' House, Luke 1.7
Commit v, 8.9, (Reaq Matt. 5. 1'to g, 18, T. 86-50.  Commit v, 4447 (Read Matt, 18, o3 / \#
Compare Luke 6, 46.)  Goupey TEXT : Blessed 85.) Gouoey Texr: Thy faith hath saved thee. b

:‘.'ra tlhb bure in heirt : fop they shall see God, Luke 7, 50, H

Matt, 5, 8,

v, May 20.—PARABLE op THE SowmR. Matt, 18. 1.8,
18- ommit v, 22, 93, Read Matt, 12, 22 to
8, 23; Luke 8. 1.3)) GOLDEN Trxr : The seed iy

Compare Luke 6. 87.49,) GOLDEN Tgxy : the word of God, Luke 8, 11,

Whatsoever ye would that men should d ) to you, IX. May 27.—PARABLES Op THE KiNapow, Matt, 13, 24.

do ye even so to them, Matt, 7, 12, Commit vg, 8183, (Read Matt, 13, 24-58 ;

i, April Tk Daveurer op JAIRUS Ratsep, Mark Mark 4, 21.99,) GOLDEN Texr: The feld is the

), s 35-43,  Commit 8. 30-42,  (Read Mark world. Matt, 13, 88,

H. Aprid 8.—PRrECEPTS

2

GOLDEN Trxy : Bo not ufraid, only X. June 3. —Tyg TWELVE Suxt Foryg, Mait 9, 85 ¢ ‘B
Mark 5, 36, Or, Easter LEsson, Matt, 10. 8. (May be used as a lesson for Pentemm'.) hll | 3}
15, Commit v, 5 GOLDEN Tixr: He is Commit vs, 36.98, (Read Matt, g, g5 to11. 1; f #
r.sen, as he sa d, te, 28, o, Mark 4. 35 to s, 2L) Goubky Texry It is not ve .f\
IV, Apri —THk CExTURION nbxuv.«,\'r"nl.un. Luke that s eak, but the §; f vour Father which {-‘d
7. 110, Commit v8.9,10. (Rea | Matt, 784 ; speaketh in you, 0. 20,
2. 23 to 3. 9; John 5.) Gouory Trxr; XL June 10.—Deatn op JOnN g Bavrsy, Mark ¢,

A 31
Like as a father pitieth his chil iren, 8o 1he Lord 1420, (May b

emperance Lrnon.i
pitieth them that fear him. Psa, 103

Commit s, - 6. Compare Matf.
Apri —JE4US AND JonN g Barrisr, Luke 7, 1.1 Texr : Be not drunk With wine,
1 Commit v, 22, 23, (Read Luke 7, 11.; whercin' is exc 3 but be filled with the Spirit,
BN TEXT: He hath done al| things well, % 18,
. 87,

e FEEDING 0P Fiyg THOUSAND.  John
s Commit ve, 9.12, (C mpare Matt, 14, 13
. (Read [sa, 23.) Gouors Tark ¢ 3044 ; Luke, 10. 7.) Goupey Texr:
e unto me, aj) Ye that labour ,nq ire Live us this day our daily bread, Matt. 6, 1)
ladder, and 1 wij give you rest, Matt, | XIIL. June 24.—Reviky, GOLDEN Tixy ; Thy kingdom
come. Matt, ¢, 10,

Order of Se tvices.—Second Quarter,
NG SERV)
1 SILFACR.

o Resiossive SENTENCES, (1 Cor, 13, 1.7
Suer, Though I speak with the o 3 of men | LESSON SERVICE,

and of angels, and have not ¢ harity, 1 | L. Crass Stuoy op g Lrssoy,
am hecoae uy sounding brass, op &l g 4ING LEssoN Hywy,

tinkling cymbal, (1 i TION OF TiE TiTLR, G LDEN TEXT Ay
Scttoot.. And thoush I have the gi of prophecy, | 111 Rucrramios school in concert. T TEXT AND Oriig

and understand all mysterin, and alf | v AND APPLIGATION "
knowledwe ; and thougl 1 have all faith, ‘ V. Ry uperintenens \TOY OF THE Lissoy by Faoer
50 that I could remoye mountains and V. SurrLesmNTag LiKSSON.  (Special lesson jn  ghe
fute not charity, T am nothing, Church Catechism may here be introduced,)
ver, Al though lwlu\v ;'Illnly [(llulln'l > feed | vy 0 ¥ of the Church service an
the poor, ang though I give my body to oAt d week-evenine .
be )'nlrm-d. and have not charity, it | MY St Woek evening prayer
profiteth me nothing, |
ity suffereth long, and jg kind ;
Tity envieth not ; churity vaunteth | 1. Sixgiza,
10t itself, is not puffed uy In

oy

. , 1V. Tug Tey Commanovests, on TIR Arostigs’ Crerp,
V. Praveg, followed by the Lord's Prayer in concert,
I, SiNoixg

8.1, 5,6,

T Daith not hehyve itself unge nly, socke mercies of the Lord tor
not her own, ig not easily provole Wwith my mouth wil] | make
thi h no evil ; known thy faithfulness to all geners

SC00L. - Rejoiveth not in iniquity, hut rejoicoth in | tions,
the rruth ; Scuoon.  And the heavens shall Praise thy wonde ry,

Sver, Beareth all things, believeth al things, O Lorp thy faithiulnesy also in the
hopeth al) things, endureth all hi s, rregation of the aints,

Scnooi. And' now abidet}, faith, hope, charity, AL 1o in the heaven ¢ 1 be compared
these three ; but the Breatest of these unto the Lord Who among the sons of
is charity,

3 | the mighty can e likened unto the
HI Sivaisg, ! Lokp?
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.
SECOND QUARTER: STUDIES IN THE LIFE OF JESU?

LESSON VI. JE

]S WARNING AND IN

ING.

GOLDEN TEXT. Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest. Matt, 11, 28,

AuTiorizen VERSION,
[Read Isa, 23.]
Matt. 11, 20-30. | (omumit to memory verses 28

20 Then began he to upbraid the cities wherein
most of his mighty works were done, because
they repented not :

21 Woe unto thee, Cho-ra’zin ! woe unto thee,
Beth-saifda ! for if the mighty works, which were
done in you, had been done in Tyre and 8i'don,
they would have repented long ago in sackeloth
and ashes.

22 But I
ble for Ty
than for you.

23 And thou, Ca-per'na-um, which art exalted
unto heaven, shalt be brought down to hell: for
if the mighty works, which have been done in
thee, had been done in Sod’om, it would have re-
mained until this day.

24 But I say unto you, That it shall be more
tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of
judgment, than for thee,

25 At that time Jefsus ar
thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
becanse thou hast hid these things from the wise
and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes,

2% Even so, Father; for so it seemed good in
thy sight.

97 All things are delivered unto me of my
Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the
Father ; neither knoweth any man the Father,
save the Son, and Ae to whomsoever the Son will
reveal lim,

98 Come unto me, all ye that labor and are
hes Jaden, and I will give you rest.

20 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me
for I am meek and lowly” in heart : and ye shall
tind rest unto your souls,

30 For my yoke is casy, and my burden is light.

y unto you, It shall be more tolera-
and 8i'don at the day of judgment,

REVISED VERSION,

20 Then began he to upbraid the cities whervin
most of his mighty works were done, hevi s

21 they repented not. Woe unto thee, Choy
zin! woe unto thee, Beth-saifda! for it th
mighty works had been done in Tyre and
Sifdon which were done in you, they wou
have repented long ago in sackeloth and ashies

29 Tlowbeit I say unto you, it shall be more tol
erable for Tyre and Sirdon in the day of judg

23 ment, than foryou. And thou, Ca-permi un
shalt thou be exalted unto heaven ? thou shult
go down unto Hades: for if the mighty works
had been done in Sod’om which were d¢ n
thee, it would have remained until thisda

24 Mowbeit I say unto you, that it shall be mor
tolerable for the land of Sod’om in the day of
judgment, than for thee,

95 At that season Jefsus answered and said, |
thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and
earth, that thon didst hide these things fron
the wise and understanding, and didst reveal

96 them unto babes : yea, Father, for so it was

27 well pleasing in thy sight. Al things hav
been delivered unto me of my Father:
one knoweth the Son, save the Father ; neither
doth any know the Father, save the Son, and
he to whomsoever the Son willeth to reveal

98 Jim. Come unto me, all ye that labor and ar

20 heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take
my yoke upon you, and learn of me
meek and lowly in heart: and ye s

30 rest unto yoursouls,  Formy yokeis cas;
my burden is light.

and no

Time.—November, A. D. 20,
naum,

Place.—Caper-

Home Readings.
M. Jesus Warning and Inviting, Matt, 11. 20-30,
Pu. Rebellions children.  Isa. 1, 1-9.
W, Preiense and sineerity, Isa, 1. 10-20,

<}
=
3
2 =
)

5. Mated withont e
8. Made nigh. Eph.

Lesson Hymns,

No. 79, New Canadian Hymnal.
Come, ye disconsolate, where'er ye languish

1¢ to the mercy-seat, ntly kneel;
bring your wounded hearts, here tell

you gul
Earth has no sorrow that heaven cannol
el

No. 86, New Canadian Hymnal.
Come, ye sinners, poor and needy,
Weal and wounded, sick and sore;
Jesus rewly stands to save you,
Full of pity, love, and power.

No. 269, New ¢
Come to t|
Here in hi
Here in ou

Tenden

QUESTION:
1. The Conse
'o what ¢
Locate them,
Why was tl
What “mig
Bethsaida? ]
With what
When woul
What messa
What speci
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What doom
tolerable ?
What warni

Luke 13, 3.

2. The Myster
What thanks
Whom did h

dent 7'

Whom by th
What were *
Why was thi
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3. The Simple
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No. 269, New Canadian Hymnal.
Come to the Saviour, make no delay ;
Here in his word he's shown us the way :
Here in our midst he's tanding to-day,
Tenderly saying,
QUESTIONS FORSENIOR SCHO1,
L. The Consequences of Tmpenitenee,
Po what cities was the warning g
Locate them,
Why was the warning uttered?
What “mighty wo had been done in
Bethsaida? Luke 9. 10-17; Mark 8, 2¢
With what cities w these compared?
When would Tyre and Sidon fare better?
What message is spoken to Capernaum?
What special privileges had this city en-
Jjoyed?
What doom is foretold for it? Why more
tolerable?
What warning is given to all impenitent
Luke 13. 3.
2. The Mystery of Godliness, v, 25-27.
What thanksgiving did Jesus utter?
Whom did he mean by “the wise and pru-
dent 7"
Whom by the “babes %"
What were “these thing:
Why was this discrimination made?
Who alone knows the Son?
Who only can know the Father?
3. The Simple Terms of Nalvation, v, 28-30,
What classes are invited to Christ? Gorp-
EN TExT,
What command is laid on them?
What gracious promise is made to them?
With what “yoke” did Christ compare his
own?

Teachi of the Lesson,

L Privilege means responsibility, Where
mueh is given much will be required, The
saddest fall will be from great heights, Wil
iuy heathen rise up in Jjudgment to condemn
"

2 Knowledge means blessedness.  To
know God is oceasion for hound thanks-
siving.  We may know him in his Son (John
H.9) ; this is eternal life (Jolm 17, 3)

3. Obedience  means rest.  Our  burden-
bearer is our rest iver. Al' other yokes are
talling; his is easy. Come, submit, learn ;

the rest is sure,

QUESTIONS FoOR INTERMEDIATE

SCHOLARS.

L The Consequences of Impenitence, v,
20

To what plnee did Jesvs declnre woe?

For what cause was the woe proclaimed ?

What miracle was wrought near Bethsaida ?
Luke 9. 10-16,

What was the i rivilege of Capernaun ?
Matrt, 4. 13,

To what should such blessiugs have led (e
people?

What punishment followed the neglect of
such blessings?

What was the fate of Sodom? Gen, 19,
24, 25,
Why would the people of Capernaum de-
serve a heavier punishment %

Who are there now liy ing whose sin is eveon
greater? Those among us who do not obey
Christ,

What is the meaning of Ilch, 2, 3%

2. The Mystery of Godliness, v, 7

For what did Jesus offer thanks to God?

What things were hidden? The truths of
the Gospel,

From whom were they hidden?

To whom were they revealed?

What is meant by “babes? Those who
felt and confessed their own ignorance, and
were willing to be taught,

How may we know God? See John 14. 6,
3. The Simple Terms of Salvation, v, 28.30,
What is the invitation of the Gorpex
¥ ;7

: |

To whom is it given?

How may it he accepted ?

What rest may we find in Jesus?
What is the promise of Jer, 6, 16?

Who find Christ's yoke easy?

Practical Teacl

Where in this lesson do we find—

1. The duty of repentance ?
o

The rewards of h
. The promise of rest?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,

Where was Jesus now ? Near the city of
Nain.

Can you think of any wonderful work that
Jesus ever did?

Where did he cast out a legion of devils?

Were the people glad to have such a won-
der-worker in their midst ¥

If some one had healed your brother or
sister who was very sick, would vou have
wanted him to go away ?

What cities had treated Jesus in this way?

What did Jesuns say of Chorazin and Beth-
saida? “Woe unto thee!”

i s
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2. Who are the only ones who know of
God? Those who leara from Christ.
8. What is Christ's call in the Gouny

What did he sny ol Capernanm®  That it
should be brought down to hell.

Why? Because it had rejec ted hiw.

What is it to reject Jesus? To rvefuse to

Textr? “Come. ;
4, What is Christ’s

anmand? “Take ny

belicee and follow him.
For whom did Jesus thank God?  Tor the yoke wpon you.”
helicving ones. 5. What does Jesus say of his yoke? “My
’ yokee i casn”

What does he promise to give?
What must we do? “Take,” “learn,”
siind.”
NEW CHURCH ¢ ATECHISM,

33, What is regeneration? Regeneration is that
THE LESSON € ATECHINSM. work of the Holy Spirit, wherein we are mad

new creatures in Christ Josus, being rencwed in
the image and likeness of Gol.

(1or the entire sehool.)

Jesus answered and said unto kin
Except a man b

1t did Jesus rebuke the cities in Jol
Becanse Verily, ve

Lorn agning b

1. For

which his mighty works were done?

I say unto thec
cannot sce the kingdom of God

they did not repent.

THE LESSON OUTLINE.

J, L. HURLBUT, DD

By

TIEN

Christ®s Reguirements and this Bewy

1. Waar Canst Bistows
1. Opportunity. “Mighty works,” v 20

1. WHAT CiIRisT KRrects

1 sentance, “ltepented wot.” v 20,
“Purn from their wicked ways. 2 Chron. Thy light is come. Isa. GO, 1.
7. 14, Yot a little while. John 12.
Lxcept ye  vepent....perish Luke u. Saleation. “Tolerable. ... v. 22
. D, 24,
2. Teachableness, “Unto babes" v, 2 Shall be mine. ...in that day. Mal. 3
little children. Matt, 18, 3. 1% 18

Become as

(‘ome, ye blessed. Matt. 2 .

Chosen the foolish things., 1 Cor. 1,
3. Obedience. *Take my yoke 2w 2R, 29, 3. Nnewledge, “Revealed them.,
Keep my commandments. wm 15,10, (iven unto you to know. Matt.
Into captivity every thought. 2 Cor. Know the things....given 1
10. 12, 13,
.meek.” 20, 4. Rest. “Will gire you r¢ at.” v. 28,20
¢

4. Imitation. “Learn. ..
ou #an examp John 1

he walked. 1 John 2.

iveth quietness, Jeb &

e

The good way . .. .old paths.

Jer, 6. 16,

Given
Lven ¢

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

, the third and last of his journeys through th

For a year he had invited, urzed plead
ath to come. e gave his last call to the
iscourses

The tour of Jesus through e ntral Galilee
was marked by a change in the sharacter of his preaching.
with the people § now e began to warn them of the wr
cities where he had wrought his most significant miracles and preached his most earncst
To Chorazin, Bethsaida, an 1 Capernaum he holds up the fate which had overtaken oth
« them that their fall shall be the more signal as s have heen the It
The Saviour sces how heavy are the burdens with
1 he promises rest 1o every heart
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is lesson wounld imni diately

T,

their privileg

cen in his warnings theve ¥ tenderness.,
men are laden, their gorro s, their trials, and their yearnin
that seeks him and leans upon him. The rebuke to the cit Lt
According to Luke's arranezement th
sinful woman. It is not improbable that it was 1|
Its scene was Galilee ; probat Iy

ke Gennesaret is inserted ]

in his charge to the seventy.
cede the anointing of our Lord by the
different times, but the exact date does not modify the teaching.
not certainly, at Capernaum 3 about A. D. 29, and probably November.
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Verse 20. This vers: seems (o connect
immediately with the discours about Jolin
the Baptist, whose plain preaching had left
his impenitent hearers withont excuse ; how
reat, then, must be the responsibility of
those who hear the Son of man himself !
Ihen began he to upbraid. Or to rebuke,
There is no hint at hot or bitter temper here ;
one Lord's words are rather an outburst of
oly grief and indignation, which my in
the history a turning from one class of moral
appeals and reasonings to another—a radical
change in his method of teaching, T'he eitie 8
iwherein most of his mighty works were done,
These “cities” were all on the northwestern
shore of the Sea of Galilee. The (ireck word
translated “mighty works" literally means
“powers.””  They repented not, Drop  theo-
logical prepossessions, and understand these
words as Matthew wrote them. "The riin-
ous sin of these people was that our Lord's
‘mighty works” had made no change in
their lives; which shows that our Lord's
miracles were not performed for their own
ake, were not mere Iy acts of divine henefi-
vence, were more than *Messianic signs ;"
they were loud calis to change of life and
loly living,  So are all the works of God to-
day (Rom. 2 4: Aets 17, 30, 31). God
peaks through them so ¢ learly that any man,
though a fool,” might hear and heed.  But
the unbelieving majority in these cities heeded
ot some superciliously and perversely (e-
nied the genuineness of the miracles ; others
weepted  their physical advantages without
ny spiritual effect, and sometimes without
rdinary  gratitude, So to-day  thousands
freat the works of (od. Every refusal of
God's mercy hardens the human  heart and
mereases future woe,

2L Woe unto thee, An expression  in
striking contrast with the “Blessed are ye
of the Beatitudes, Chorazin ., . . Bethsaida,
These towns are selected as typical of the
busy region in which they stood,  Choraziu is
now identified with Kerazeh, a few miles
nerth of Capernaum, Bethsaida Julias stood
o the banks of the Jordan near the northern
end of the lake of Galilee, Tt was the hon
o at least three of our Lord’s disciples-
Peter, Andrew, and Philip.  If the mighty
works, which were done in you, had heen done
n Tyre and don. Strange to S8Y, no
miracle recorded in the gospels is placed in
¢ither Chorazin or Bethsaida. Tyre and Si-
don are mentioned as the hLeathen capitals

nearest to Galilee. They had heen through
many centuries  singularly icked ¢ well
A osinzulariy  prosperons, 1 the
worship o Banl, the most vicious intlu-
ences which had injored carly Israel had
sprung from them, If such tender appeals
could have been made to Phenicia as Wi
now being made to Galilee, it wonld have ro-
vented long ago in sackeloth and ashes; a
keen sense of sin would lave brought keen
SOrrow to its cities, and, forgiven much, they
would have loved much, Some pupils may
necd the explanation that orientals in their
bitterest sorrow thrust themselyes into coarse
garments like sacks with armholes, and
throw ashes on their heads. That sinful T
and Sidon were thus ready for repentance has
pleasing illustration in the story of Matt, 15,
21-28, in the fact that thirty years after our
lesson Paul found believers there, and in the
further fact that Tyre early became a Chyis-
tian city,

22. It shall be more tolerable for Tyre and
Nidon. Each city, and each individual soul,
shall be judged according to its own oppor-
tanities. But corporations have no souls.
Cities and nations are said to be punished
when “a due proportion is observed between
their degree of sin and of ruin.” But indi-
vidual souls—"every one of us shall give
account of himgelf to God.,” T day of judg-
ment here includes the general system of
God's judicial decisions. But it is as difficulr
for us to conceive final Judgment without
definite date as to conceive a heaven without
place. This verse would seem to intimate
what seems to be assumed throughout the
New Testament, that there are degrees of
punishment and reward in the eternal world.,

23. Thou, Capernaum, which art eralted
unto heaven, shalt he brought dowen to hell,
The language throughout is highly figurative.
“Heaven” stands for the loftiest e altation ;
“hell,” Hades, for extinction as a city., The
Revised Version, following the best texts,
turns the first part of this verse into question
and answer: “Shalt thou be exalted unto
heaven? thou shalt go down unto Ilades.”
“The amount of light given and rejected is
the measure of the guilt of the nation and the
individual.” The site of Capernaum is still
in doubt. For many years Dr. Thomson's
identification of Tel Hum with Kephar N:
hum was generally accepted by English and
Ameri Perhaps the chief reason

n scholars
for this identification is a resemblance of the
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Jast syllable of each of the names, a resem-
blance not made very plain in English. But
later investigation, and especially the argu-
ments of Dr. George Adam Smith, have led
to the adoption of Khan Minyeh as the site.
Like Tel Hum, this place is on the north-
western coast of the Sea of Galilee; it has a
fountain, referred to by Josephus, while the
other site has none. If the mighty works,
which have been do e in thee, had been done
in Nodom, it would have remained wuntil thix
day. Sodom is the most notoriously wicked
city of all history. Our Lord does not imply
that Sodomite sins were rife in Capernaum.
but that Capernaum was further than Sodom
from repentance. But why were not such
mighty works wrought in Sodom, and its re-
pentance thereby secured? A complete
answer may not be given; but much of the
ystery is dissipated when we remember that
our Lord is talking of these cities collect-
ively. Sodom’s punishment was of a physical
sort; spiritual punishment is not the pri-
mary thought in either case. Sodom sinned ;
it was punished by overthrow and extinction.
Capernaum sinned, not by committing greater
sins than did Sodom, for sins cannot be clas-
sified into less and greater, but by sinning
against greater light than did Sodom : and
its punishment, also, was extin¢ tion.

24. The lesson up to the close of this verse
shows emphatically the consequences of im-
penitence, and that sin is greater or less, not
in proportion to the greater or less bhreach of
certain commands, but to the greater or less
turning away from the spirit of goodness.
Let us again remind ourselves that there is
for individuals (in a sense that nations and
cities cannot realize) a day of judgment,
spiritual and permanent, for the deeds done
in the body.

25. Jesus answered and said. The word
“answered” may refer to the woes just
uttered, or to unuttered thoughts in the
hearers’ minds, or it may be merely an idio-
matic phrase, If it be closely connected
with the punishment of Sodom and Tyre and
Sidon, we are to think of what follows as
our Lord's way of teaching that God moves
in a mysterious way his wonders to perform.
I thank thee. 1 praise thee: confess thee:
abide by thy decision. O Father. A study
of the passages in which our Lord refers to
God as Father will be found helpful. (See,

for example, John 17; 11, 21; 12, 28,) Lord

of heaven and carth. Supreme Sovereign,
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Creator, Dreserver, Destroyer. Thou haxt
Iid these things from the wise and prudent
The Revised Version brings out the meaning
plainer : *Thou didst hide these things from
the wise and understanding.” It is anothe
way of saying that human wisdom canno
find out God. *“To get God's infinite wisdom
we must renounce our finite wisdom™ (lsy
5. 2131 Cor. 1. 18:27). Revealed them wunty
bhabe The *“wise and prudent” are (he
Pharisees; the “babes” are our Lord's i

ciples. “Children,” says H. Clay Trumbull
“can understand many things just because
they are children. The hope of older ones is
in learning from children or becoming aguin
as children.” The reference here is a
docile, humble, childlike disposition.

286. Hren so, Father; for so it secmed
good in thy sight. Infallible Love and Wis
dom ecannot err. What is good in God's
sight must be good for his children.

27. All things are delivered unto me of
my PFather. “Of" means by. Jesus is di-
rectly addressing his disciples. They are sup-
posed to have the childlike spirit, and so will
bow to the will of the Father, which is also
the will of the Son. No man knoweth the
Non, but the Father. The relation between
God and Jesus is a mystery: “it as far tran
scends mortal understanding as does the
nature of God.” The Revised Version gives
“no one"—neither man, nor angel, nor
devil. Neither knoweth any man the Father,
save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son
will reveal him. Jesus understands the
Father because of what may reverently be
called kinship, and, the sovereignty over all
things having been given him, he confers a
profound practical knowledge of the Father
upon his beloved ones.

28, Come unto me. “Only by coming to
me can you know God.” The invitation is to
all. e did not mean merely that those who
neard him should in their physical bodies
press nearer to him. Tt was raen's souls he
invited; and as “he ever liveth,” we as well
as they may approach him in our souls 1
ye that labor. All whose bhodies or minds
are weary with active toil ; but not only they.
In Judea thousands of men in utter wear:
pess and desolation of soul were laboring to
secure holiness by minute attention to innu-
merable exactions imposed by the “scribes
and Pharisees.” To-day there are thousands
like them who are wearing out their lives
trying to do right. All that any have o do
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whether strength o comfort he needed— gives is compationship witl, him, and that
s to come unto his Son, Heavy laden, brings comfort and peace.  Learn of me, As
Overstrained, worn-out people,  The laborers teacher and example, Meck and lowly in
tuve had too much of active toil, the heavy  heart, Dr. Robertson says that three causes
loden too much of passive toil, [ win give produce unrest in men—suspicion of God,
won rest. Other “masteps™ enjoin legal hup- inward discord, and dissatisfaction with out-
lens “grievous to e borne ;™ othep lords”  ward circumstances ; for all these meekness
demand labor; I, “your Lord and Master," is the cure, yo shall find rest unto your souls,
vive rest, Such abounding Peace within that pressure
29, Take my woke wpon you, The Jews from without is unfelt,
wierred to the Mosaic law, with its annexed 30. a1y woke iy casy. Pleasing, wholesome,
aditions, as a yoke ; but our Lord’s doctrine My burden iy light, Iy harmonizes with the
d leadership were casy and light, Laws deepest needs of all human beings. What is
lard to obey, sinful habits, heart SOrrows,  our Lord's burden—the Iaw he places upon
anxieties, sickness—these are some of human- ey ? Love to God and to fellow-men, Such
ity's burdens ; but the only burden our Lord  Joye produces peace and rest,

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

CIVIC JUDGMENT, with after deat, But cities and nations

Here are cages of civi Jjudgment, Cities  only exist in time, and must be dealt with in
e reproached and theip punishment pre- time. If bunished at all, they must be pun-
dicted as if they were persons. The Old  ished here, Hence for them God's court is
Testament is full of this, ities, whole na-  always in session. And in God's civie Jjudg-
tions, were arraigned, warned, punished, So  ments all the members of the community are
Egypt, so Nineveh, so Samaria, so Jerusalem, involved, Whether wve will Or not, we must
« Babylon. Tt ig continued in the New  bear vicarious responsibility and endure vyj-
Testament, Chorazin, Bethsaida, Caperna-  carious suffering, We are members of (he
im—not simply the individuals composing  body politic, and must suffer with the body
their population, but the cities themselves—  politic if it goes wrong, Ang the innocent
vere to have a day of judgment, o, also,  will suffer with the guilty. It seems a hard
lerusalem,  Jesus foretold its utter over- law, but apparently in no other way can God
throw. (Read the twenty-fourth chapter of teach us the great truth that we are our
Matthew.) The Book of Revelation thunders  brothers’ keepers. By this stern law  God
with warnings and Jjudgments against cities  Is showing us that We cannot afford to be jp.
ind nations, Nothing is more certain, there-  different to public righteousness,

ore, than that God Judges not simply indij-

vidual men and women, but communities angd ESSENCE AND DEGREE oF PUBLIC SIN,
Moples—certain, not merely by the teachings
of the Seriptures, but induhimhl_\' certain by
the record of history, written in blood and
teary

The essence of all public sin, as of all per-
sonal sin, ig unbelief, A city that deliber-
ately, by force of public opinion and popular
vote, sanctions evi] is atheistic, It denjes
God; it does not believe in the reality and the

A man, therefore, is responsible, not sim- authority of God. No matter how many
by for his own personal sins, but also for the  churches it may have, or what pious procla-
sing of the community of which he is a mem- mations on set occasions it may issue, it is
ler, the nation of which he is a citizen, His  blind to God. It was a national atheism, in
private personality is merged in the public spite of the fact that we called ourselves p
ersonality, and he will suffer for the sins of Christian nation, that fostered and protected
his city, of his country, of his times, For his slavery, And it is only because we helieve
Private sins he must give private and per-  very feebly and faintly in God that we are
sonal account to God, and his punishment be now sharing profits with the rum traffic,
nartly in this life and partly in the life to Jesus Christ now is walking our streets, and
ome.  Ag gp individual he will continne to  we recognize him but little better than they
exist aftop death, and so may be reckoned did in Capernanm., And the degree of publie

DOUBLE ACCOUNTABILITY,
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guilt, the guilt of public unbelief, is in pro- TIE SPIRIT OF THE TRUE TEACIER.
portion to the degree of moral light resisted. Jesus has just said that the child spirit
Sodom was less guilty than Capernaum, for necossary in the pupil. Now he

have repented if works like same spirit is necessary in all highest teach-
Ie invites men to take his yoke upon
‘meok

v the

Sodom would
Christ’s had
was less guilty than
Nineveh repented at the preaching of
but a greater than Jonah was there.

heen wronght there, Nineveh ing.
that generation, for  them and learn of him, because he is
Jonali: d lowly in heart.” Pride and self-sui
ficiency arve as fatal to teaching as to leam
ing. All great teachers have been
it simplicity and childlikeness of spirit,

Ll
Suoch was erates
preeminently was the Christ. 8o, also, huve
Such was Arnold of

THE CHILD SPIRIT A CONDITION OF KNOWL-

EDGE, such was Buddha: such
24 and 20 of the lesson we
17-20, from which we
thanksgiving
ing truth

Between verses
must read Luke 10.

minor masters been.
learn that this expression of Itugby; such was Mark Hopkins: such
concerning God's method of reve: rare degree, was Agassiz. Such men haw
was made by Jesus on the occasion of the heen vitalizing and inspirational forces in
yeturn of the seventy whom he had sent the lives of their pupils. They did not sim-
forth. These seventy disciples were doubtless ply impart knowledge, but they gave lifi
eople, unlearned and undistin- Jesus called those having the spirit of little
18,

very ¢ommon p
guished ; but believing in the name of Je children to learn of him: he himself had the
they had been able to heal the sick. and  child heart. Teachers can only impart
found that even the devils were subject to what they have, and they have in truth only
them. They returned, reporting joyously to what they are. Jesus promised rest uufo
Jesus what they had done in his name. They those who would learn of him, because in his
appeared to him as little children in the sin-  OWD soul there was perfect peace. With Jim
cerity and simplicity of their spirit, and he was not vexation, or care, or fruitless lahor,
saw that because of this spirit the things of ©Or any too heavy burden, for he was in con-
the kingdom were being revealed to them. stant communion with his Father. Into like
Therefore “in that hour Jesus rejoiced in ealm and strength enter all to whom the
spirit, and said, T thank thee” (Luke 10.21).
It was the law of spiritual vision which
Christ so often stated. It was the first and
the sixth beatitudes. It was the lesson of the
little child set in the midst (Matt. 18, 1-4).
It is the eternal law of all spiritual knowing.
1t is more than that—it is the law of all prog-
ress in knowledre. Blessed is the man that
knows he is ignorant, and is willing to
learn. Pride, self-conceit, prepos: ssion, and  2(
prejudice blind the eyes. Humility is neces-
sary to teachableness and only the teachable  ance, which is a sincere forsaking of sin and
a sincere turning to God. (Verses 20, 21.)

can learn. Bacon long ago taught the scien-
tific world that the child spirit was necessary 8. I we rejeet salvation, we must crpeeta

to all knowledge of nature. Nature's great fearful dealing in the judgment day. (Verses
gecrets have not been revealed to those who 2224
than nature, In the 4. The iruths of salvation are received and
wnderstood by the humble more re adily than
by the great and distingwished. Compara
tively few of the rulers, legislators, politial
i cannot the kingdom of loaders, and men of great wealth are earnest
e, but the ignorant require  Christians. (Verse 25.)
5. Nalration comes to us only throngh
Jesus Christ, the Son of God. (Verse 2)
6. Nalvation lays upon us a light buden.
but it brings rvich reward in its rest and

Son reveals the Father.

Thoughts for Young People.
Concerning Selvation.

1. Every person cujous an opportunity
for salvation. Not all may have the same
opportunity, but all have some. We have
our opportunity whenever a sermon i
preached or an invitation is given, (Verses
21.)

2. Our-salvation requires of ux repent-

felt themselves wi
gpiritual realm not only meekness of mind,
but poverty of spirit and purity of heart
are necessary to the knowledge of the truth.

Self-righteonusne
God. Not the v
a teacher. The man that would know the

mysteries of the kingdom must be content to
begin in the gpiritunl  kindergarten, and
earry within him always the heart of a little

child.

peace.  (Verses 29, 130.)
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Teaching Hints for Intermediate
Classes,

1. Jesus had now been nearly a year living,
working, and preaching in Galilee, (Read
verses 20-24,) Here are the names of three
places where more of his miracles had been
wrought than in any other place, Can some
scholar who has not already drawn the map
of the Sea of Galilee before the class draw
it and locate those places? Which of these
laces was the most favored of ally Often
it happens that people Jdo not prize their priv-
ileges until they lose them, A consumptive,
looking out of the window at a church tower,
said: “For twenty Years I have lived here,
aud never entered that church, Now my
greatest wish is that I might be well enough
that church once before 1 die,”
These people did not know what g blessing
they were about to lose in the going away of
Show the condition of those cities
now, utterly ubandoned and in ruins—g pic-
tere of the spiritual ruin of those who fail to
accept Christ.  What ought they to do? fee-
pent. What is it to repent? True repent-
ance is not so much sorrow over sin as turn-
ing to God and seeking Christ as the Saviour,
In that way let us show that we recognize
Gol's goodness to us in sending his Son,

2. Let

“The wise

 go to

verses 25-27 he pead by scholars
and  prudent” wepe the Jewish
ind scribes, who knew much alhout
the Bible, but did not see in Jesus their Say-
o The “babes” were the simple-minded,
pen-hearted disciples who followed Jesus,
believing in him, At a revival service a little
boy went forward to the altar, and in a few
moments found peace in Christ. A learned
man sitting there said : “No, I will not o to
the altar, I must make up my mind all
about Genesis and Daniel and Romans and
Revelation, and have a lot of questions an-
before T become g Chrisvian,”
Which of these two was really the wis r?

3. Read verses 28-30, People are in
frouble, and it seems strange to think that
they can find rest only Iy putting on “n
Yoke:™ but so it is. What wanderer out in
the street, without a home, would not find
rest if he could obtain it by putting on the
yokeof obedience to a kind father and mother?
What tramp, houseless and hungry, would
1ot be happier under the yoke of steady work
in field or shop? If you go into a store as
clerk, or into the army as soldier, or on g
ship as sailor, op to school as a student,

teachers

swered,
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there is a yoke to he put on. The easiest and
happiest yoke is that of service to Christ,
Ask those who wear jt if it does not give rest,

By Wayor Illustration,
BY JENNIE M. BINGHAM,

Warning., Some years ago, at dead of
night, a man rode down a valley in New
England, shouting that a great i rvoir
was about to burst, e saved many precious
lives by his warning. 8o the tender love of
Jesus led him to utter these awful admo-
nitions. These cities which  did not heed
him have g heen utterly blotted out, Our
faithful Saviour lets ne man run the race to
endless ruin withont warning. As a faithful
watchman  swings g red lantern when a
broken hridge Yawns in front of an express
train, so Christ would not let these towns
perish without warning,

Verseg & « God judges ug according to
our advantages, [Je looks for more interest
upon five talents than ipon two. “To whom
much is given, of them  shall much be re-
quired” If T walk on the railway track, and
Pay no attention to the steam whistle, T have
only myself to blame fop my destruction, [
had heard the warning, But the deaf man
who met with the same fate cannot be thus
blamed. Then © God expects more of
us, reared in Ch an homes under religious
influences, than of those without the Gospel,
and who have heen trained to profanity and
sin—(, p, Cheney,

Verses 26, 27, 1If it demanded wisdom and
culture to accept the Gospel, most people
would be shut out. In the elevated railway
stations are signs to direct passengers to the
different trains, I am glad these signs are in
plain English, and not in Greek or Latin, for
few can read those ancient tongues, All
ateempts to reason out the way of salvation
are a complete failure, Our minds are not
big enough to measure God. We are like the
little children at the seashore, trying to dip
up the ocean in a tiny cup,

Verse 27 shows how to get the knowledge
of God which we fyil to get by mere intellect,
It comes by revelation, A friend of mine
told me that one of the stars in the constol-
lation of “the dipper,” was really two stars
close together, But by no straining of my
eyes could I see more than one, Yet the mo-
ment T put a small telescope to my eyes the
two stars were visible, 8o God reveals him-
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self to those who are willing to see him. In
the New Testament we have the telescope
which reveals what God is.

Verses 28-30. There is a myth about the
birds that when they were first created they
had no wings, and the story is that God
made the wings, put them down before the
birds, and said, “Take up these burdens and
bear them.” The birds had beautiful plum-
age and voices, but they could not soar. But
they took up their wings with their benks
and laid them on their shoulders, and at first
they seemed a heavy load; but as they cheer-
fully and patiently bore them and folded
them over their hearts, lo! the wings grew
fast, and that which once they bore now hore
them. The burden became pinions, and the
weights became wings.

We are the wingless birds, and our duties
are the pinions ; and at first when we assume
them they seem loads; but if we cheerfully
bear them, going after Jesus, the burdens
change to pinions, and we who thought we
were nothing but servants bearing loads
find that we are sons and heirs of God, free
to mount up with wings as eagles,.—A
Pierson,

Heart Talks on the Lesson.
BY MRS, J. H, KNOWLES,

Above the noise and tumult of the world
the gracious invitation of Jesus rises like the
closing pwan of a glad, sweet song. All his
pity and his power are in that winsome word
“Come.” You that are sad, burdened, tired,
sinful, come to me, the strong, the loving, the
mighty to save, the Deliverer, 1 will give
what you cannot elsewhere find, nor buy for
any price; I will give what you need so much,
what you sigh for and dream of—rvest, “Take
my yoke upon you, and learn of me: for I am
meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find
rest unto your souls.,” Think of that message
heard, believed, received in the deepest con
sciousness of the tired, driven, anxious men
and women who rush about the city streets,
wrestle with trade in the big shops, or faint
under the long hours of work in farmhouses,
where quiet is plenty, but rest is rare. What
a change it wonld make! Iow the lines
would smooth out on the forehead, the cor-
ners of the mouth curve up, and the eyes
grow soft and pleasant to look into. For the
sake of physical beauty alone it would be a
blessed thing for people to find rest unto their
souls.

[May 6,

Once in a while we see in the crowd the
face of one who has found it, and it is a bene-
diction. It was said of one, “Ie carries God's
sunshine in his face in all weathers” |t
should be possible to say it of every Chris.
tinn. The “weather” is hard on most of us,
The larger part of humanity are beaten ujpon
by wind and rain of sorrow. “God's sun
shine” alone is unclonded. Let us live in
ourselves, and try to share it with everyloo,
everywhere,

There is a difference between work
labor. Cheerful work that we have streng:l
for is a pleasure. Labor that frets, and is
heyond our strength, wears us out. A ship

vorks well” even in a storm when her wy
chinery is in order, and she rides triun
phant!y over the waves, She “labors” when
something is wrong or the storm is too heayy
for her. We “labor” because the storms of
life are too heavy for ns, and sin has put tie
soul's machinery out of order,

There is no relief except to come to iy
who has power to make all within us rigit
and power to control the storm so that it will
not II\'l‘l'\\'hl‘llll us.

One said to me not long ago, “My peace «f
mind consists entirely in the continued goc |
health of my wife and children, my own gowl
health, and sufficient money in the bank 1w
meet my daily needs.”” That is the sort of
peace the world gives. One hour may destroy
every foundation upon which it rests. M;
friend, if you are looking for a shelters]
place where you may find satisfaction in any-
thing the world can give apart from Chrisi,
let me tell you faithfully and tenderly you
will he appointed. T am not a wisan
thrope nor a pessimist, T see the raintows
in every shower. This is a good world to live
in when we use it to get ready for a better
one; but it never can satisfy a soul made to
live in paradise. Take the yoke of Jesus
upon you, and yon will walk and work with
him easily and restfully. ITis yoke was th
will of God. Under the yoke of self, doubt,
unbelief, disobedience, we chafe and fre
and labor. In harmony with God, in sweet
trust and obedience, how easily life's burden
is horne! 1In the midst of the sin, the worn
and the feverish ambitions of men it seems
like finding a cool, shaded place, where the
birds sing and brain and nerve are soothel
to hear Jesus say, “Come unto me, all ye that

ry and heavy laden, and I will give

May 6.
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The Teachers’ Meeting,

Review briefly the events of the last few
lessons, and show where this address belongs
in the life of Clpist, ««.Draw a map of the
Sea of Galilee, and locate upon it the places
named in this lesson . <. We may teach the
lesson under the outline, I, Woe: 11, Wel-
L. The woes of Christ : 1, Whepe-
9

come,

2. Against whom? 3, What are the

. What result from them? 11 The wel-
come of Christ: 1, To whom? 2, On what
contradictions? 3, Giving what privileges ?
-..Show in the lesson the following traite
of Christ: 1, Authority; 2 Wrath; 3.
Foreknowledge ; 4, Sympathy: 5. Humil-
ity. ... The teachings of the lesson concern-
ing salvation,

OPTIONAL H YMNsS,

Come, said Jesus' sacred voice,
Hasten, sinner,

Weary child, by sin oppressed,
Come unto me,

I heard the voice of Jesus,

Art thou weary ¥

When in the tempest he'll Lide me,
Are you weary ¥
Whenever trials pr
Go tell it to Jesus,

S my soul,

Black h ard,

BY THOMAS (, ROGERS,

I

Like the loud notes of the tossing bell buoy
in the Storm, the words of Jesus ring out in

-t
warning to those who had continued in sin,
regardless of many  wonders and mighty
works wrought to convinee them of wrong
and turn them from an evil course, Then his
voice changes to loving words of invitation 1o
the weary and heavy laden, calling them ke
the sweetly chiming church bells, and telling
of the rest that “ih come only to such gy take
his yoke upon them and leary of him.

Lnbmn-y References,
BY REV, s, G. AYRES, B.D.

“IHIRJ\ZL\'. ('/\l'l‘_‘l(.\'.\l'.\l. "IITHS,\IDA.—-
Merrill, Galilee in the Time of Christ, page
5. Farrar, Life of Christ, vol, 1, pages
181, 390, 401, 404 ; v, 2, page 6. Eder-
sheim, Life ang Times of Jesus the Messiah,
vol. 1, pages 364366 ; vol, 2, pages 3-6, 138,
139 Andee ws. Life of Ouy Lord, pages 203
220.

YOKE,~

Bissoll, Biblicar Untiquities, pages

119, Smith, Rinl, Dictionary ; Diction-
@y of Greok gnd Roman Antiquities, article
“Jugum,”

Jes AS PROPHET, —T)0 recent hook of

Nehwy zkopf, though somewhat  rational-
istic, is undoubtedly the hest study we have
had on this phase of the work of Christ,

FREEMAN HaNbiook  op BinLe Max-
NERS AND C'USTOMS ; Vers, 20, 30, The yoke,
D09,

SERMONS ON THE 1Essoy,
Verses 20.24 -Griffin, B, n, Nermone,
page The Brpositor, third sep
page 387,

5, vol, 35,

Verse 21, Tillotson, Works, vol, T, page

a0,

Verse Doddridge, Philip, Works, vol.

Verse 25.—~I'rice, R.. Sermons, page 1.
Doggett, Bishop, ~ rmons, page 208, The
Erpositor, third series, vol, 6. page 215 ; ol
11, page 101,

Verse 27—, Frpositor, third series, vol,
6, page G ; vol. 7. page 240,

Verse 2 The Homiletio Review, vol, 37,
page 328, 7, Erpositor, third series, vol,
G, page 142 vo, 7. page 348, Peabody, E.,
Nermons, page 185, Newton, John, The
Messiah, vol. 1. page . The Homiletic
Review, vol, 7. page 98 vol. 31, page 425;
vol. 32, page 28, E(lmundson. J., Short Sey.

i W

v
’
i
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mons, page 3306, Deems, C. F., Sermons,
page 146, Fish, Pulpit Eloquence, vol. 2.
page 271. Walker, Sermons, page 06, Net-
tleton, Remains, page 341,

Verse 20.—Bean, J., Nermons, page 100,
Newton, John, The Messiah, vol. 1, page

[May 13,

973. The Homiletic Review, vol. 17, page
142; vol. 18, page 243. Rogers, Sermons,
vol. 2, page 183. Complete Preacher, vol. 2,
page 119.

Verse 30.—Logan, J., Sermons, page 117,

Fish, Pulpit Eloquence, vol. 1, page 607,

-

LESSON VII. JESUS AT THE PHARISEE’S HOUSE.

[May 13,

GOLDEN TEXT. Thy faith hath saved thee, Luke 7.50.

AvTHORIZED VERSION.
[Read Matt, 18. 23-35.]
TLuke 7. 86-50. [ Conunt to memory verses 44-47.)

36 And one of the Phar'i-sees desired him that
he would eat with him. And he went into the
Phar'i-see's house, and sat down to meat,

47 And behold, a woman in the city, which
was a sinner, when she Know that Je sus sat at
meat in the Phar'i-see’s house, brought an ala-
baster box of ointment,

88 And stood at his feet behind Aim weeping,
and began to wash his feet with tears, and did
wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed
his feet, and anointed them with the ointment.

30 Now when the Phari-see which had bidden
him saw it, he spake within himself, saying,
This man, if he were a prophet, would have
known who and what manner of woman this is
that toucheth himi ; for she is a sinner.

40 And Je'sus answering said unto him,
8i‘mon, I have somewhat to say unto thee. And
he saith, Master, say on.

41 There was a certain ereditor which had two
debtors: the one owed five hundred pence, and
the other fifty.

42 And when they had nothing to pay, he
frankly forgave them both. Tell me therefore,
which of them will love him most ¥

43 Si'mon answered and said, 1 suppose that
he. to whom he forgave most, And he said unto
him, Thou hast rightly judged.

44 And he turned to the woman, and said
unto 8i'mon, Seest thou this woman I entered
into thine house, thou gavest me no water for
my feet : but she hath washed my feet with tears,
and wiped them with the hairs of her head,

45 Thou gavest me no kiss: but this woman,
since the time 1 came in, hath not ceased to Kiss
my feet.

46 My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but
this woman hath anointed my feet with oint-
ment.

47 Wherefore 1 say unto thee, Her sins, which
are many, are forgiven ; for she loved much: but
to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little.

48 And he said unto her, Thy sins are for-
given.

49 And they that sat at meat with him began
to say within themselves, Who s this that for-
giveth sins also?

50 And he said to the woman, Thy faith hath
saved thee; go in peace.

RevISED VERSION,

46 And one of the Phar'i-sees desived him tha
he would eat with him, And he entered |
the Phar'i-see’s house, and sat down to meat

7 And behold, a woman which was in the cit
a sinner; and when she knew that he
sitting at meat in the Phar'i-see’s house,
prought an alabaster cruse of ointment
standing behind at his feet, weeping, st
gan to wet his feet with her tears, & nd wiped
them with the hair of her head, and kissed his
feet, and anointed them with the ointment
Now when the Phar’i-see which had bidden
him saw it, he spake within himself, saying,
This man, if he were a prophet, would huve
pwrm-i\'x-xl who and what manner of woman
this is which toucheth him, that she is a sii-

40 ner. And Je'sus answering said unto hiw,
8i'mon, I have somewhat to say unto thee,

41 And he saith, Master, say oi. A certain
lender had two debtors: the one owed five

42 hundred pence, and the other fifty. When
they had not wherewith i pay, he forgave
them both. Which of (hem therefore wil

43 love him most? Simon answered and said,
1le, I suppose, \n.\\'hnm he forgave the most

And he said unto him, Thou hast rightly

44 judged. And turning to the woman, he sail
unto Simon, Seest thou this woman? I
entered into thine house, thou gavest meno
water for my feet: but she hath wetted my
feet with her tears, and wiped them with her

45 hair. Thou gavest me no kiss : but she, since

the time I came in, hath not ceased to kiss my

46 feet. My head with oil thou didst not anoint
but she hath anointed my feet with ointment

47 Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are
many, are forgiven { for she loved much: but
to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth it

48 tle. And he said unto her, Thy sins are for-

49 given. And they that sat at meat with him

began to say within themselves, Who is this

50 that even forgiveth sins? And he said unto

the woman, Thy faith hath saved thee; goin
peace.
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Time.—The summer of A, D, 28, Place.—Un-
certain; probably Capernaam.

Home Readings,
L. Jesus at the Pharisee’s House, Luke?. 36-
50,
Tu. Another anointing. Matt. 26, 6-13,
V. Hope for sinners, Matt, 9. 9-13.
Th. A contrite heart. Psa, 51, 1-17,
F. Rich in mercy, Eph. 2. 1-10,
S. Blotted out. Col. 2, 8-15,
8. Saved by faith, Rom, 10, 6-18,

Lesson Hymns,
No. 213, New Canadian Hymnal,

Be it my only wisdom here,

To serve the Lord with filial fear,
With loving gratitude ;

Superior sense may I display,

No. 83, New Canadian Hymnal,

Art thou weary, heavy laden?
Art thou sore distrest

“Come to me," saith One, “and coming,
Be at rest.”

No. 185, New Canadian Hymnal,

“Must I go—and empty handed —
Thus my dear Redeemer meet

Not one day of service ive him,
Lay no trophy at his feet "

qQt ONSFOR SENIOR SCHOLARS.
1. Our Lord the Guest of a Pharisee, v, 36.

What was the Pharisee’s name? See verse
10

What is the meaning of “eat with him?*
2.\ Penitent Sinner at Jesus's Feet, v, 37,

Hi%

With what noted early Christian has this
woeman been traditionally identified?

How can the presence of a bad woman in
sieh a place be explained

Explain the use of the alabastron,

Explain how the custom of reclining at
table would bring this woman “‘at his feet
behind him.”

How was she violating all custom in her
Personal attire?

Why would Jesus he expected to repel her?
3. The Pharisee's Bad Logic, v. 39,

Where do we learn that this man was half
inclined to regard Jesus as a prophet ?

What other Gospel character was disposed
1o test prophetic power by (he power to read

men's secrets? John 4. 19 comp. 1 Cor. 14,
2, 25,
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4. The Two Debtors—a Parable, v. 40-43,

How did Jesus meet  Simon's unspoken
objection ?

Wherein does this parable differ, in moral
and in details, from that in Matt. 18. 23-357
What is meant by the phrase “creditory”

What inference concerning the condition
of the country may we draw from our Lord's
frequent illustrations  from debtors  and
creditors?

What reason for the woman's impulsive
gratitude did Jesus give by this parable?

5. The Pharisee and the Sinney Contrasted,
Vo447,

Why was foot-washing regarded as one of
the duties of hospitality? See Gen, 18, 4
19. 23 Judg. 19, 21 sJdohn 13, 4, 5; 1 Tim.
5. 10,

Was Jesus generally supposed to be scrupu-
lous concerning ceremonial ablutions? Mark
7.8

Give some biblical instances of the oriental
custom of kissing. 2 Sam, 15, 53 19, 39;
Matt. 26, 49; Acts 20, 37: Rom. 16, 16;
1 Cor. 16, 20,

Of what was anointing a symbol? Comp.
Pen. 23 5; 45. 7; Eccles, 9. 8.

Where in these remarks to Simon do we
find the real moral of the parable?

How can our Lord's fellowship with sin-
ners he explained?

6. The Sinner Forgiven, v, 48-50,

What did Jesus say to the woman ?

What question was asked by those who
“sar at meat ¥

What second assurance did Jesus give the
woman ?

Teachings of the Lesson.

1. Not much sin, but a deep sense of sin, is
needed to awaken much love,

2. Only God can read the human heart,

3. No man who is at heart a DPharisee can
understand Jesus,

4. Jesus never shrank from contact with
sinners,

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

1. Our Lord the Guest of a Pharisee, v, 36,
By whom was Jesus invited to a feast?
How did most of the Pharisees regard

Jesus?

Were there any DPharisees who revered

Jesus?
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A Penitent Sinner at Jesus's Feet, v.

Who came uninvited to the house?

What sort of a woman was she? See
verse 3,

Why did she come?

What did she bring?

Where did she take her place?

What four things did she do?

What was the meaning of such conduet ?

What other woman anointed the feet of
Jesus?  Nee John 1%
8. The Pharisee’s Bad Logic, v. 39.

Who observed the woman's act?

What did he say to himself?

What unusual knowledge of men and
women were prophets supposed to have?

How were even the most godly Jews tanght

to treat sinners?
4. The Two Debtors—a Parable, v, 40-43
Had the Pharvisee spoken his thoug
alotd?
Iow. then, did Jesus know what his

thoughts were?

Abont whom did he begin to tell a story?

What is a “creditor?”

How much did the debtors each owe?

How much could they pay?

What did the creditor do?

What question did Jesus ask about the
debtors?

What was Simon's answer?
5. The Pharisce and the Sinner Contrasted,

v. 4447,

To whom did the
attention?

What three acts of courtesy had Simon
omitted?

How had the woman supplied the lack?

What did Jesus say about her sins?

Saviour direct Simon's

G. 1 he Niuner Forgiven, v, 48-50,
What did Jesus say to the woman?
What did the guests say to themselv
What additional word did Jesus speak to

the woman?
Ilow only can we be saved? Acts 16. 31.

Practical Teach
Where in this lesson are we tanght—
1. That those who love Jesus delight to
serve him?
2. That those who serve Jesus will be re-

ward
; those who trust Jesus will be

| May 13,

'"IONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARNS.

Where was Jesus now? In Galilee, eith
in Nain or Capernaum.

Who invited him to dinner?

Did the Pharisees love Jesus? Noj; mo
of them hated him, and wanted to find fau
with him.

Who came to anoint Jesu

What kind of a woman was she?

How did she show her sorrow for her sin?

Where i« there another story of an anoin

Qu

When did that take place? Later in
Lord's life than this,

Who was displeased when he saw this?

What did he say to himself?

How did Jesus veply to him?

What can our Lord read? Our inm
thonghts.,

How had Simon received the Lord? W
out any sign of love,

What had the sinful woman shown him
Vuch love.

What was her reward?

What did Jesus say to her? “Thy faith
hath saved thee; go in peace.”

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
(FFor the entire school.)

1. Who invited Jesus to dinner? Sinon, a
Fharisee.

2. Who intruded into the dining hall?
woeman who was a sinner.,

3. What did she do? Bathed his feet awith
tears, and wiped them with her hair,

4, What further did she do? Kissed hi
feet and anointed them.

5. Why did the Phavisee conclude that
Jesus was not a prophet? He thought no
prophet would allow a sinful woman to touch
hint.

6. What did Jesus say?
“Thy faith,” etc,

GoLpEN TEXT

NEW CHURCH CATECHISM.

34. How are believers assured of their sonshipl
Believers are assured of their sons |p by the wit
ness of Lie Spirit, direct and ind!

Romans viii. 16, The Spirit itself bearcth witness
with our spirit, that we are the children of God.

1 John iii. 2. And he that keepeth his command
ments dwelleth in him, and Lu in him. And
hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the
Spivit which he hath given ns
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THE LESSON OUTLINE,
Coming to Christ,

[. A SINNER Coying, Humbleth  himself, coeexalted. Lyke
Lwoman. .. .a sinner, v, 37, 14, 11.
Came. .. .to saye sinners, | Tim. 1. 15, Would not lift up. ., +e¥es. Luke 18,13,
To call. .. . sinnors, Matt. 0, 13 V. Coming wiry Love.
1L COMING ProyprLy, Nhe loved much, v. 47,
When she knew, v, 37 Because he fipst loved us, 1 John 4, 19,
Now is the nec epted time, 2 Cop, 6. o, Love, s« cConstraineth ys, o Cor, 5. 14,

V1. Coming Wit Farry,
Thy faith hath suved thee,
Saved through faith, Eph.
Victory © our faith, 1 John 5.4,

TO SALVATION,

< re forgiven, v, 17, 48,
iV CominG Humpry, sion is forgiven, Psa.

lrgan to wash his feet. v, 3R, White as snow. Isa, 1, 18,

To-day. .. .hear his voice, Tleh,

L CoyMing Sorrowry Ly,
Belind him weeping, v, 28
\ broken spirit, | A,
Blessed.

S8 i S

they that mourn, Matt, 5.4,

li.\l’l..\.\'.\'l‘()R\‘ D PRACTICAL, NOTES,

The incident we now ape about to study is related only by Luke, Most biblical scholars agree
"t the anointing at the house of Simon in Bethany, which s narrated by Matthew, Mark, and
i, is not to he confounded with this, The place of this is not given (it may have been Caper-

i or Magdala, or in Pereay ; the other was in Bethany, near to Jerusalem, Thi is placed near the
tddle of our Lord’s ministry : the other a few days before hig death,  This is in the house of Simon
the Pharisee ; the other in the house of Simon the leper, It is trye that the similarity is perplexing,
specially when the peculiarity of the action js keptin mind, Bug our Lord’s treatment of the two
wes is entirely different, for the anointing by the sister of Lazarus, in Bethany, is received as a
vt of pathetie preparation for his burial, while his words here, while recognizing the bud life of the
voman who anointed him, are full of forgiving love, The story here isofa woman who, ing manner
that would be impossible in our country but would he casy in the ancient East, entered the banquet
mom without im'i!u!inn,upprnmvhwl our Lord, over his unsandaled feet wept tears of SOrrow, wiped
them with her long, unbound bair, and broke over them a box of costly perfume, The Pharisic
host looked on in scorn and doubted whether his guest were, after all, a prophet, for surely no
prophet could be ignorant of the character of this Woman, and no prophet, knowing her character,
vould permit her to approach.  The Lord read his thought, and answered it in g barable, which was
acommendation of the sinner and a rebuke for Simon’s negleet ; and then, careless of the scorn of
the assembled company, he declared the woman’s sing pardoned, and pronounced upon her the prace
of God

Verse 36, 0,0 of the Pharisees, Nimon was that of unchastity, Ifepr coming into the
W oname (verse 20), In his evident admirg- dining room unbidden was not without pap-
ton of Jesus Simon was not alone among the allel in that country, When she knew that
“chief rulers,”  (See Luke 11, 37, 39 ang Jesus sat at meat.  She “was getting  to

Jobn 12, 42,y Desired him that he would cqt know,” A phrase that hings that she had in-
vith him. "This was probably o friendly, auired closely as to his whereabouts, She
bospitable invitation 1o an ordinary meal op sought Jesus, A banquet, however innocent,
Mpper. Sat down to mear, “Reclined  g¢ is Lardly favoralle for"deep penitential emo-
the table” on a divan, with his feet turned  tion, and a P arisee’s house was the last
way from the tahle, Jesus had strong place to which a4 penitent sinner would
wcial tendencies, Il was the farthest Pos= freely go; hut it was Jesus that this woman

sible romoye from a hermit, sought, Brought an alabaster hop of oint-
7. A woman in the city, which was asin- nent, A delicate onyx vase of perfume,
"r Ancient legends make the city Magdala 38. Stood at his feet behind him weeping,

and the woman Mary Magdalene, She was  “Ag ghe drew near to him she Was overpow-
evidently known to Simon. Ior sin probably  epeqd by her feeling, and the tears fell upon
»
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his feet before she was able to perform the
act of love which she had in mind, The tears
fell unexpectedly, and that she might wipe
thew, preparatory to the pouring upon them
the ointment from the cruse, she unbound
her ha and then she ‘kissed his feet again
and again, for this is the meaning of the
verh which is used."—Dr. Dwight. A T'al-
estinian woman will kiss the feet of a judge
to-day, if from him she has received or ex-
pects a great favor; but this act was one
of special reverence—"an extravagant hon-
or"—and manifestly indicated her feeling of
gratitude and love.

39. The Pharisce . . . saw it. He was
ching the prophet, and with a shock that
we cannot overmeasure he saw a wickel
woman permitted to caressingly adore him, ITe
lad invited Jesus to watch him, but he had
never expected this, He spake within himself,
It would not do to speak aloud. This man, if
he were a prophet, would have known who
and what manner of woman this is that
toucheth him. e never dreams for a mo-
ment that that knowledge would lead this
I'rophet to increased tenderness. From his
I'harisaical standpoint his reasoning was cor-
1cet. ITe could not understand the true
character of our Lord's tenderness. Iis
position is one with which we should sympa-
thize, for many Christians are in a similar
pesition to-day. Are you? Ie was not an
enemy of Jesus, but his friend, and our
Lord’s answer shows tenderness to the Thar-
isec as well as to the woman, But Simon
wos making three grave mistakes—he had a
wrong conception of holiness, of Jesus, and

of the woman.

40. Jesus answering  said unto  him.
Answered the DPharisee’s thought. I have
somewhat to say unto thee, “Thee” is em-
phatie, “What T am about to say is for you,
Kimon, yourself.” Master, say on. Like
most of us, Simon tries to act politely, what-
ever may be his thought. ‘When, in verse
he “spake within himself” he said “this
man:” when, in verse 40, he talks aloud he

says “Master.”

41. There was a certain ereditor which
had two debtors. The creditor stands for
God; the debtors for those who fail to pay to
God what they owe him, and they include the
entire human race, The one owed five hun-
dred pence, and the other fifty. Or, as we
might say, the one owed $85 and the other
$8,50. There is, then, a difference between
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men in their obligations toward God; talents
and opportunities have been evenly distril,
uted,

42, 43. When they had nothing to pay, I
frankly forgave them both, Though thy
debt of one was so much larger than th
other, the financial ruin was as great in one
case as in the other, for both we bsolutel
Lankrupt. So Simon and the woman
cqually helpless in their moral state, um
treely forgiven, Which of them will love him
most? Or, in other words, which will be the
more grateful? Jesus waives all question,
concerning the supposed defilement of this
woman's touch. Ile moves directly toward
the question of character. He turns aw
from measurements of the law, and presents
the measurement of love. And, strange to
say, this measurement brings the prophet
and the Pharisee together. Simon answers,
He to whom he forgave most—which means,
as the context plainly shows, the one that
feels that most has been done for him. And
Jesus says, Thou hast rightly judged.

44-46. Here begins a statement of what
Simon had neglected to do; but there is no
reason to suppose that Jesus was grieved
with Simon because of any lack of hospital
ity, or that there had been any such lack
Our Lord is simply showing the difference
between the man who has no keen sense of
forgiveness because he has had no keen s
of sin, and the sinner whose gratitude spr
from profound penitence. “Love,” says Dr,
Timothy Dwight, “in its manifestations of
itself varies with what awakens it, whether
the blessing seems to the soul—and is—great-
er or smaller, The dramatic way in which our
Lord brings this before Simon is singularly
characteristic,” e is not intent on showing
that he has not been treated with proper
honor, IHe is intent on explaining the love of
the woman and the forgiveness so closely
identified with it,

47, 48, Her sins, which are many, are for-
gizen; for she loved much. In the pa
(gee verse 42) love followed forgiveness, The
debtor loved because he was forgiven: he
was not forgiven because he loved The
words of this verse on their first reading
seem to imply that the woman is forgiven
because she loved. There is a sense in which
both meanings are true. But now, this
woman having proved her own forgiveness
by the love she exhibits, Jesus formally de
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clares that forgiveness, Thy sing are for-
mren,

49, 50. The guests were astonished at oup
Lord's authoritative manner and assumption
of power, There is 1o hint as to the lasting

SUNDAY SCHO OL BANNER, 28)

impression made upon theip souls or upoy
the soul of Nimon, Thy faith hath sare
thee, says Jesus to the woman, (7 in peac
Or, more literally, Go into peace,  Abide |
the blessedness which has come to you,

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

A COMPARISON,

Some have held that this account by Luke
of the anointing of Jesus in the house of Nj-
mon the Pharisee is only a variation of the
accounts by John (12, 1-8) ang Matthew
126, 13) of his anointing by Mary at Beth-
any.  But there is little in common hetween
the two accounts except that the name of the
host in both cases was Simon—one of the
commonest names lllllllll).' the ~’Q'\\'.“—l|l“' l'h‘ll
d woman poured precious ointment upon his
feet.  Simon the Pharisee was evidently up-
friendly, while Simon the leper was evidently
a friend of Jesus, The woman of the lesson
is called a “sinner—that is, a harlot, That
is inconceivable of Mary of the Bethany
liome to which Jesus so often resorted, The
Woman of the lesson was in deep gr evi-
dently of penitence, washing Jesus's feet
with her tears: bhut Mary of Bethany dis-
played no sorrow, bhut only tender affection,
In the one case the Pharisee complained
against Jesus that he permitted a sinner to
touch him, or did not, pretending to he a
prophiet, know that she was a sinner; in the
other the complaint is made by one of
Christ’s own disciples, and against the act of
the woman as wasteful.  Christ's Justifica-
tion of the acts in the two cases differed, In
the first he recognized it as the e.,,.. v
a penitent sinnet's sorrow and gratitude ; in
the second, as the expression of a grateful
friend’s reverent love, In the case of Mary
of Rethany nothing was said of pardon:
while to the woman in the house of the Phapr-
isee e said, “Thy sins, which are many, are
forgiven thee,”

THE ETHICS OF HOSPITALITY,

Even the red Indian recognized the ethies
of Imu]nilnlit,\', holding himself bound to re-
frain from hostile acts against those with
whom he ate salt, The Bedouin of the des-
ert holds sacred the person of a guest, The
social code of (he world condemns as des.
picable a man who will invite another to his
table with sinister motives, or who, without
any offense on the part of his guest, will

show him disrespect by failing to extend to
him all conventional courtesies, or by any
word or act manifesting toward him an un-
cordial spirit, Simon the Pharisee violated
these laws of hospitality, His invitation to
Jesus to eat with him was evidently not sin-
cere. e failed, and burposely failed, in the
common courtesies dye to a guest, Ilo pro-
vided no water f Jesus’s feet, gave him no
kiss of welcome, 1o oil for his heaq dis-
courtesies as gross as if we should receive an
invited guest without a nod or word or hand
of welcome, and should not offer to take his
hat or show him o seat.  Then he thought
and spoke contemptuously of Jesus,  “This
man™ (veps ") was equivalent to “this fel-
low.” And his words, “I suppose” (verse 43),
in the original are supercilious and flippant,
s if one now should say sneeringly in an-
SWer to a question, “0, T reckon.” ITe meant
to treat Jesus contemptuously, and in doing
it he acted contemptibly. The typical Phap-
isee was not imply wicked ; he was unmanly
and mean,

THE TRAGEDY OF WOMANHOO0D,

It was a fallen woman, a harlot, who came
in and anointed the feet of Jesus, The Phar-
isee sneered, because he reasoned that if
Jesus did not know what the woman's char-
acter was, he was not a prophet ; or if he did
know, he was lacking in decency, But Jesus
did know, and that he permitted the woman
to touch him was due to a motive the Phap-
isee could not understand. The loss of virtue
is the supreme tragedy of womanhood, and
the lesson presents Jesus in relation to that
tragedy.

That this is preéminently woman's tragedy
is recognized in the literature of the world,
But literature does not represent the loss of
personal purity as the highest tragedy of
manhood, Victor Hugo's great novels, for
instance, chiefly portray men's tragedies, not
women's, and the moral issues which rise to
the heights of tragedy with his men do not
relate to personal purity,  Jean Valjean's
tragedy was in g terrific struggle with con-
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<cience under the Titanic temptation to save
Iamselt from unjust punishment by the sac-
rifice of another., But the great dramas and
works of fiction in the portrayal of woman
aimost invariably represent her loss of virtue
ot her reputation for virtue as her deepest
sdy. The characters of Irma, in Auer-
bach's On the Heights, and of poor Hetty, in
Adam Bede, and of Hester 'rynne, in The
Scarlet Letter, illustrate this, The difference
between woman's tragedy and man's tragedy
i# strikingly illustrated in the last-named
hook. The scearlet letter which Hester was
compelled to wear was the sign of her trag
edy ; but Dimmesdale’s tragedy wias in the lie
which he attempted to live after his sin.
What is Christ's word in the prescuce of
this supreme tragedy of womanhood? Tt is
hope, acquittal, pardon, possibility of life re-
stored to purity. And if Jesus can save
weman in this uttermost wreck of her life,
them well may woman bathe his feet with
s, and pour out all precious ointment on
his head. The question, however, which we
must ask ourselves is, Do we look upon this
tragedy of womanhood in the spirit of the
Pharvisee or in the spirit of Jesus?

THE FAITIL THAT SAVES,
Jesus's final word to this woman was, “Thy

faith hath saved thee: go in peace.
then,is a case divested of many of those extra
neous and non-essentinl elements with whic
the notion of faith has heen loaded down by
which we can see what saving faith is in its
simplest form. Her faith was in quality and
degree all that was and is necessary to sal
tion. Whoever has more faith, or other kind
of faith, than hers has something in excess of
what God requires as a condition of pardon.
In her faith was reduneed to its simplest
terms. How much of theology was involved
in it? Very little, Did she believe in the
PTrinity? She probably had never heard of
the doetrine. Did she believe in the verbal
theory of inspiration? The whole q stion
wait utterly absent from her thoughts, Did
she even helieve in the deity of Jesus? Jesus
himself up to this point in his ministry was
saying nothing about his divinity; and even
later. when TPeter for the disciples made
confession that he was the Son of God, he
charged them that they should tell no man.
Did she believe in the atonement of Christ?
She had not so much as heard that there
was to he any atonement. It was months
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later before Jesus told even his disciples that
he was to be put to death, and they had no
conception of the significance of his death
Much less, then, could she have held to any
theory of the atonement, for there was none
to hold. What, then, was her faith? Som:
thing in the words of Jesus, or something in
his spirit, had revealed to her the hideousness
of her sin, and brought her to repentance,
And the conviction had come in upon her
that for her Jesus represented God, and that
through him she could be helped back to a lil
of purity, and that seen in him God was good
and  merciful. All the theological thing
which she did not believe, because she knew
nothing about them, may be true; only they
were not things she was required, or anyone
is required. to know in order to he saved.

Thoughts for Young People.
The Savieur’s Reception of the Sinner,

1. Jesus Christ has power on earth to for
give sins,

2. In God's sight ali are sinners, the hon
orable as well as the base. Not intellectual

. or moral rank will justify any.

3. Jesus welcomes and pardons the peni-
tent sinner, but rebukes the self-righteous
woralist,

4, Jesus rebukes sin faithfully, but ten-
derly : not in wrath, but in love.

5. Josus treats the fallen kindly, gently,
forgivingly, with desirve to raise them and not
to trample them down,

6. Forgiveness of sin  Jesus pronounces
freely. Its sole condition is the earnest, hum-
ble tarning of the heart to God,

7. The forgiveness of sin.may receive the
direct and personal testimony of Christ.

8. The forgiveness of sin brings as its re-
snlt peace to the heart,

Teaching Hints for Intermediate
Classes.

1. Let this entire lesson be read by the pu-
pils hefore any of the teaching is given. Then
bring out by a series of questions the detnils
in order, What was this Pharisee’s iame?
Why do you suppose this man invited Jesus
to his home? Certainly not because he be-
lieved in him, or he would have treated him
with greater honor. He invited him in a
spirit of condescending curiosity : “T will see
what sort of 2 man this so-called prophet i i
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Do any people deal with Jesus in that spirit
now ?

2. What customary  services
giest had been neglected by

o a noble
this man? Ex.
1ain why it was usual to wash the feet when
guing into the house, They took off the snn-
dols (explain sandalys) and in the house sat
wost of the time harefooted, especially in
the warm I-Z\i-lq-nll_\' Nimon though:
that it was honor enough for this Galilean
teacher to sit at his table, without any spe-
cinl attentions heing paid to him,

son,

« In what position were the guests around
the table? We sit; but in those times they
wont to recline upon couches around n
little table in the center, with  their
toward the table, and their feet away from it,
There were no individual plates nor knives
nor forks . but the foul was brought in eng
inte small pieces,  Eaeh gnest took a frag-
ment and ate with his fing reaching ont
occasionally for a glass of wine standing at
table. The wine
wis never strong, and was generally mixed
water.  After each
passed around with water and a towel, and
cleansed the fingers of the guests,

4. Now let the story of the woman he told
- one of the scholars, and corrected or im-
For a woman uninvited to
house at a semipublic  dinner
woulld not be as strange among ancient peo-
ple in Palestine as it would be among us,
Pethaps the supper - may have been sepyved
ot of doors, in the courtyard, which wounl
But
it was usual or uny 1,
02 even though it may not haye been alto-
sether proper, if, for A purpose, a woman
determined to reach the supper table,
would find a way, See the earnestness of a
souiin coming to Jesus see, also, her liboey-
ality in giving to the Lowd,
erample I]"""?

5. What did Simon think as he saw this
How diq knoy-
Does not Jesus know our
too. Notice how delicately
rchuked Simon, e told a
what we call o parable,
tell the parable,
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€. Notice that the woman was not forgiven
had
for Jesus, Forgiveness is not to he
bonght that way. She was forgiven because
she helieved in J. sus—"thy faith hath saved

her sins merely because of what she
done
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thee ™ and she showed her faith by an act of
love, [lere, then, is the way to the forgive
ness of siy seek Christ, belieye in Christ,
EIve your love to (hrist, give

1o him youy
best of service,

By Way or Ilustration,

Yhe Phavisee and the woman, Ther, is
i story told by a Iep ian poet which Seems
an ccho of this ey 1gelical history, Jesus
while on earth wasg onee entertained in the
cell of n monk noted for his sanet Yo In the
same city dwelt g youth sunk in every sin,
He appeared before the cel] of the monk, and,
as A0 smitten by (he VEry presence of the (-
vine One, hegan to lamient deeply sin and
misery, and with tears to implore pardon and
grace. The monk imliun:unl)'

interrupted
him, demanding how

he dared to appear in
his presence ang in the presence of the di-
vine One, and assuring  him that he had
sinned beyond forgiveness, And then the
monk prayed, "My God, grant me this one
thing—that I may stand far from this man in
the judgment,’ Then Jesus said: It shan
be even so: (he prayer of hoth jg granted,
This sinney 3 sought merey, and has not
sought it in vain, 11
place shall be iy

sins are forgiven ; his
paradise at the Iast day,
But this monk has prayed that he may never
stond near thig sinner, Ilig nray too, is
granted: hell shall e his place, which is far
from lu-u\ul,,""l'n‘m-ll.

Christ’s treatment of women. [le boldly
took the stand that men and women stood
before God pon the same mopa] plane, and
that they ought S0 to stand Defore human
society, Kyepy incident in whicn a woman
figures finds him as fearless and as chivalrons
in his treatment of her as if he had held the
ruling of society in his own hands, Wi
men he was sometimes severe : with women
never. Men he could cathe with seorn :
women never. For men he could
rebuke amounting 1o denunciation ; o,
women his impulse of forgiveness
uppermost,— J, N, Phelps,

reserve g
came
Christ's treatment of sinners, Stalker po.
minds us that “to Jesus every soul was infi-
nitely precions. Tt mattered not
what humble dress or
pearl was hidden, Tt
nesth what
buried,

under
social deformity (he
mattered not even he-
rubbish and filth of sin
He never missed it for a

it was
moment,
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Therefore he spoke to hearers of every grade
with the same respect.”

Bishop hoburn, Missionary Bishop to
India, said: “When I first came to India I
thought the way to do was to evangelize the
upper class and let the Gospel filter down
through the layers till it r ached the lowest.
I scon saw that was not possible. I must do
as my Master did, and begin with the lowest
class. 1ow do we lift a great building? Not
by attaching a powerful lifting engine to the
yof, Thiz would only pull the building
apart, No, we dig down until we have
gone under the very lowest layer of founda-
tion, and put the power there, and then the
whole structure is lifted so easily that one
may be in the building and feel no jar. This
is what we are doing in India; and in uplift-
ing the lowest classes all India is being up-
lifted.”

The Madonna and the Magdalene. In going
through picture galleries I notice that be-
side the sinless Madonna is placed the sinning
Magdalene. Art loves and exalts the for-
given sinner even as it exalts her who was
most blessed among women, In that famous
picture of Saint Cecilin, where Saint Paul,
Saint John, and Saint Augustine are grouped
together, the fourth beauntiful face is Mary
Magdalene holding her alabaster hox, She
who represents the forgiveness of sins which
causes song in heaven and on earth is put
with the patron saint of music.

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

As I have read this beautiful story of a
sinner with Jesus, and sought to find its les-
m, I have read it as if it were myself with
Jesus. And so I want each one of you to
Not that woman long ago in the Phar-
house, but myself, here to-day, with
“If we say we

Ll
isee
Jesus.” For the word says
have no siu, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us.” *“All have sinned and
come short of the glory of God.” Conscience
says, “I have sinned,” and our judgment ap-
proves the sentence when we compare our-
selves with the pure and good whom we know,
and, above all, with the holy Saviour, Yes;
1 am a sinner with Jesus: and glad I am that
he receiveth sinners.

Among those who had heard his teaching,
out in the crowd, unnoticed by any (except
by the Lord, who overlooks no one), was a

B
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woman. Hers had been a sad life, because 't
wag a sinful life. She was so tired of it all!
She could laugh and jest and dance and sing,
but it was all so hollow. Her hungry heart
had not one morsel to eat. She was soul sick
and starving to death, One day she heard
Come unto me, all v

the Lord Jesus say,
that labor and are heavy laden, and T will xi-
you rest.”” And she heard him say hey
that are whole need not a physician: hut
they that are sick. I came not to call the
righteous, but sinners to repentance.”  And
out there in the crowd where nobody carel
were happy o
ge and found the
great love wellul

sinne

whether she, the
not, she received his m
rest he promised. Then &
up from the depths of her soul toward Lim
who had redeemed her life from destruction.
How could she show it?

She knew that he had gone one day to dine
at a Pharisee’s house. While the guests i
clined at table she silently stole, uninvited,
and most unwelcome to the host, to a place at
Jesus's feet, bathing them with pr
ment and with the more precious tears of
grateful love. The D’harisee saw only the
shocking disregard of conventional rules—a
sinner intruding upon respectability ! Jesus
saw only a heart broken with grief for sin
and full of love for the Saviour. How keen'y
his words eut the pride of the self-righteous
man! How blessedly they fell, like her own
precious ointment, npon the bhroken spirit of
the sinner, who loved much because she had
much forgiven! “Simen, which of you two
would love me most? You, the proud mun,
who feel you have no debts to God to be fu
given: you who pride vourself on your zowl
ness, so that you have no need of me as your

ous aint

Saviour, or this woman whose sins look ler
in the face until she comes to me for refuze
from them? It is evident your self-righteon

nes¢ begets no love. You never gave me one
token that you loved me; this woman |

proved her love by sweet Liumility, costly
gifts, and grateful tea I care nothing for
your outside respectability, your cold-hieartel

attentions, and professions of friendship for
me. It is love that T want. One forgiven
sinner loving much is more to me than all
Jerusalem filled with proud and formil
Pharisees.”  So, in effect, Jesus answeral
what Simon spoke “within himself.” Then,
with a compassionate look she would never
forget, he turned to the woman, saying, “Thy
faith hath saved thee; go in peac
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years nor the depth of sin, but faith and love
are the measure of forgiveness and peace {or
a sinner with Jesus,

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Draw out description of ancient oriental
“manners and customs” at dinner table :
sandals removed at entrance ; foot-washing ;
reclining at the table; presence of uninvited
people ; Jowish contempt of women, ete, ,, ,
Word picture—Simon's supercilious neglect 3
the woman's approach ; anointing of Jesus's
fect: thought of the Pharisee as he witnessed
the scene, .. . Elements of character jllus-
trated: 1, By this Phar (1)
lis pride ; self-righteousness ; (3)
lis neglect of Christ ; (4) his contempt for
fellow-sinners. 2, Conduct of the woman ;
(1) true sorrow for sin: (2) earnest seek-
ing after Christ; (3) humility; (4) grati-
tude; (3) love, 8. Chris 1)
as a gues s a friend; (3) as a teach-
cr: (4) a Saviour,...What the woman
obtained from Jes eptance ; 2, Com-
mendation ; f ¢4 Peace,

W what the lesson teaches us about these
three points: 1, How we should treat Christ :
2 How we should seek salvation; 3. How
Chivist es those who cone to him.
Having “naught to pay” is abundant reason
for Jesus’s compassion on sinners, and hisg
free forgiveness of theip debtx, ., . Unbeliet
in Christ’s forgiveness or in one's own need

8 conduct :

is sin,
OPTIONAL HYMNS,

Come, ye sinners,

I'm poor, and blind,

Depth of merey !

Jesug, my Lewd, to thee T cry,
Just as I ani,

I hring my sius to thee,

Saviour, T come to thee!

All glory to Jesus he given,

Come, ev'ry sonl by sin oppressed,
Of him who did salvation bring,
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OW MUCH

AVE WE
FEENDED [R Qe
OFFEQED* L“;l)

MANY

We are all guilty before God and withont
power to release ourselves from the curse and
debt of sin.  We have nothing to pay” as the
price of our redemption, nor can we make
atonement  for ourselyes, How grateful,
therefore, ought we to he to him who has
purchased our salvation with the blood of his
own Son ; and how willingly we should offer
him the homage and service of our hearts!
Nothing less than all is good enough for
Jesus,
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LESSON VIII. PARABLE OF THE SOWER.

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

[May 20.

[May 20.

4
GOLDEN TEXT. The seed is the word of God. Luke 8 11.

AUTHORIZED VERSION,
{Read Matt, 12, 22 to 13, 23 ; Luke 8. 1-3.)
Matt. 13, 1-8, 18-23. | Commit to mnemory verses

o

1 The same day went Jefsus out of the house,
and sat by the seaside.

9 And great multitudes were gathered together
unto him, so that he went into a ship, and sat ;
and the whole multitude stood on the shore,

3 And he spake many things unto them in par-
ables, saying, Behold, a sower went forthto sow ;

4 And when he sowed, some seds fell by the
wayside, and the fowls came and devoured them

up

5 Some fell upon stony places, where they had
not much earth : and forthwith they sprung up,
because they had no deepness of earth :

6 And when the sun was up, they were
seorched ; and because they had no root, they
withered away.

+ And some fell among thorns ; and the thorns
sprung up, and choked them :

8 But others fell into good ground, and brought
forth fruit, some a hundredfold, some sixtyfold,
some thirtyfold.

18 Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower.

19 When any one heareth the word of the king-
dom, and understandeth if not, then cometh the
wicked ore, and catcheth away that which was
sown in his heart. This is he which received
seed by the wayside.

20 But he that received the seed into stony
places, the same is he that heareth the word, and
anon with joy receiveth it ;

21 Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth

for a while : for when tribulation or persecution
oth because of the word, by and by he is of-
nded.
29 Tle also that received seed among the thorns
is he that heareth the word ; and the care of this
world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the
word, and he becometh unfruitful.

23 But he that received seed into the good
ground is he that heareth the word, and under-
standeth it ; which also beareth fruit, and bring-
eth forth, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some
thirty.

Tim A. D. 28, Place.—By the side of the
Kea of Galilee,

Home Readings.
M. Parable of the Sower. Matt, 13, 1-9.
T 1 2 in parables.  Matt. 7

w. Speal
W. Parable of the Sower. Matt
Th, Wayside hearer: cts 14, 820,
F. Noroot. John -6,

)

8. Good ground.  Acts 2
8. Much fruit. John 15.

Lesson Hymns.
No. 165, New Canadian Hymnal.
Work, for the night is coming,
Work through the morning hours;
Work while the dew is sparkling,
Work 'mid springing flowers.

RevISED VERSION,

1 On that day went Je'sus out of the house,
2 and sat by the scaside. And there were
gathered unto him great multitudes, o that
he entered into a boat, and sat ; and all the
3 multitude stood on the beach. And he spake
to them many things in parables, saying, Be
4 hold, the sower went forth to sow ; and as he
sowed, some seeds fell by the wayside, and the
5 birds came and devoured them : and others
fell upon the rocky places, where they had not
much earth : and straightway they sprang up,
6 because they had no deepness of earth: and
when the sun was risen, they were scorched
and because they had no root, they withered
7 away. And others fell upon the thorns ; and
8 the thorns grew up, and choked them: and
others fell upon the good ground, and yielded
fruit, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some
thirty.
18 Hear then ye the parable of the sower
19 When any one heareth the word of the King
dom, and understandeth it not, then cometh
the evil o2, and snatcheth aw that which
hath been sown in his heart. This is he that
) was sown by the wayside. And he that was
sown upon the rocky places, this is he that
heareth the word, and straightway with joy re-
21 ceiveth it; yet hath he not root in himself,
but endureth for a while; and when tribula
tion or persecution ariseth because of theword,
22 straightway he stumbleth. And he that was
sown among the thorns, this is he that hearcth
the word ; and the care of the world, and the
deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and
23 he becometh unfruitful. And he that was
sown upon the good ground, this is he that
heareth the word, and understandeth it: who
verily beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some
a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.

No. 166, New Canadian Hymnal.
Now, the sowing and the weeping,
Working hard and waiting long:
Afterward the golden reaping,
Harvest-home and grateful song.
No. 167, New Canadian Hymnal.
To the work ! to the work! we are servants of

God,
Let us iollow the path that our master has
trod,
QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS.
1. The Story, v. 1-8,
What cvisis in Jesus's life was now ap

preaching?
Why was it necessary for Jesus now to
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sift his followe; and keep the moye carnal at
a distance?

What rura) activity was probably going on
before the eyes of Christ's bearers ut this
woment ?

Where dig Jesus make his pulpit ¥

Where did pig hearers stand?

Who ks meant by the sower?

What was Jesus's purpose in thus veiling
bis truth by parables?

Why were thorns to be found s, frequently
in the field? Mje. T.4; Jer, 4. 3; Job 5, 5,

What has become of most of the word of
God which has been sown before youp eyes?
2. The Eaplanation, v. 18-

What is meant by the wa

What sort of ground is indicated by the
stony places of the parable?

Why are shallow, impulsive listeners )ike
to soil on stony places?

Is their Joyful reception of the word of God
sincere? Isa, 58 Mark 6, 20,

What is the “poot” of good deeds?

Have you known any young people in
vhose hearts eyil growth strangled » nobler
life?

I+ there any danger of either care op pleas-
ure choking God's life in your soul?

Teachings of the Lesson.

L There were three classes of unfruitful
hearers, and only one clags that was fruitful,
There are many wrong ways, but only ope
right,

2. The hearer js quite as responsible as the
teecher. The main part in preaching belongs
to the andience,

3. A heart without feeling is like a path

which has been trodden harq,

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARs.

L The Story, v. 1-8.

For what purpose did Jesus go to the sea-
side? Mark 4, 1,

What compelled him to enter ship? Mark
i1
Where was his audience ?
Where did the “great  multitudes” come
from? Luke 8, 4,

What form diq Jesus's teaching assume ?

What is o parable?

From what laborer did Josus draw an illys-
tration

What became of the wayside spnd ?
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What happened to that which had Jittle
earth?

What seed wag choked in jts growth

What increase wag there on good grou

What demand was made on the heg rers’

What i Jesus  mean by  the seed?

GoLpg> &

2. Ity “eplanation, v, 18.2 3
Who Leceived seeqd by the wayside?
Who was the stony ground hearer?

In whom was the seed choked ¥
What marked the #ood ground hearer?
To which class do you belong ?

Practical 'l‘(‘nchings.
Where iy this lesson may we learp—
1. How to teach?
2. How we ought to hear?
3. The profit of heeding the truth?

QUESTIONS Fonr YOUNGER
SCHOLA RS,

What frienq of Jesus lived in Capernaum ¥

Do you think Jesug would stay at his house
while in the city?

Can you tel any good deed Jesys once did
for Peter'y family ¥

Where was he teaching one afternoon ?

How diq he get away from the great
crowd?

Why did the people follow Jesys around?
Nome were iy carnest to learn of him, but
many were only ‘urious to see what he would
do,

What is g parable ?

What wag the parable about thyt Jesus
spoke to the people that Summer day ¥

What did Jesus mean by the “seed ¥ The
word of (jod,

Who takes it away as birds pick up seeds?
Natan,

What ave thorns like?

Can you tel) what the good ground is?

Is your heart good ground?

How can it pe made such if jt is not

alveady v ST

THE LESsoN CATECHIS N,
(For the entipe school. )

1. How diq Jesus teach the people? In
parables,

2. What s @ parable? 4 story which
teaches the truth,

3. To what did Jesus compare the teacher
of truth? 74 ¢ sower,

4. What is the seed? GoLpex TEXT:

“The seed is ote,

e ————— -

e

T
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5. In what soil is the s ed of truth sown?
In the hearts of men.

NEW CHURCH CATECHISM,

35 What is the direct witness of the Spirit?

The divect witness of the Spirit is an inward

impressio
immediately and directly

that T am a child of God.

Galatians iv. 6.
hath sent forth the Spl
hearts, crying, Abba, Father.

(3 [May 20.

n on the soul whereby the Spirit of Gol
witnesses to my spirit

And because ye are Sons, God
irit of his Son into your

THE LESSON OUTLINE.

Hearers of the Word.

1V, Usstapre HEARERS.

s ITEARERS,

I. THOUGHTI
Whole multitude stood. v. 2.
Hearing, they hear not. Matt,

: Word. .. .did not profit, Ich, 4. 2.
I1. INQUIRING TTEARERS.
Diseiples came and said. v. 10, v

Whosoever hath....given, Matt.
11, 12.
Seek, and ye shall find.  Matt. T T

111, ForGETFUL HEARERS,
Seeds fell by the wayside, v

The cavils of the Pharisees, who were elosely wate
ing of Christ, led the Saviour to adopt
present the deeper truthsof the spel, whic
which even his friends would nee
fascinated the hearers by their inte
aning only to the earnest inguirer
rocks in the ripple, while

their inner me:
mon’s fishing boat, which
green slope of the shore is ¢
ers after truth, careles nd curious listene
E ¢ face of the thous

suggestive stories which fall from his lips.
tions of the Gospel from the plowman on the
plant growing in the garden, the housewife sw
captious critic conld find in these stories no heretic
moral. The simple Galilean pe
as he watched his wife making br
able, and gain a new meaning.  And the
ind still deeper truths in the story
t 18 their |

kingdom would f
ging into these mines of truth, and not ye

verse 1. The same day. After the eall of
Lis mother and hrothers related at the close
of chapter 12, Ont of the house, The house
in Capernaum which he made his home, per-
haps ‘hat of Rimon Peter, e went to the
ceaside so that a larger number might listen
achings. All the landscape gave him

to his

Ntony places

Goodness. .
Donble-minded

@ new form of in
M would expose himto fresh ¢
tocarefully consider.
1, and suggested some moral 1
We behold the Master sitting in the prow of
the smooth waters stretch away astern

sovered with a dense mass of pe
rs, while over al
ands is fixed upon the Great Te:
All day long
hillside, the fisher’s net upon
ping her
al statements, since
sasant would carry home @ 1
1, or the next year as he was scat
earnest disciple who soug

oot much certh. v. 56

ing clound Tos. 6.4

. .mort
. unstable, James

ndn. .
1. 18,

C Woreony MINDED TTEARERS.

Thorns sprang wp

Lchoked. v. T.

Phey that will be vich. 1 Tim. 6. 2
serve God. ...manunon. Mait

Cannot

. Frurtevn HEARERS,
Pell into good ground. v. 8, 23
gooa frvit. Matt. 817

Good tree. ..

30 soler; be vigilunt, 1 ei
A heaver. ...not a doer. James 1, Like a tree. ... by the riv 'sa. 1. 3.
EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
hing and constantly misrepresenting the teach-

Moreover, he was now abot

ruction,
scusations from his foes

e began to teach in parables, stories wi
essons to all, but which revealed
The

ople, disciples, Pharisees, thoughtful seck

1 arches the deep blue of the Galilean sky
acher, and every ear is attentive to the simp
he teaches in parables, presenting illustra-
the beach, the mustard
The most

ing her dough

oom and knea
wch hearer drew his own

esson or two, and perhaps the next week
tering seed, would recall the par-
ht to know the mysteries of the
.en centuries students have been dig:

For eighte

srecious ore exhausted.

in the farmer sowing his field and the

texts,
e saf, bhecause that

fisher drawing his net.
was the position customary for a teacher.
2. (ireat multitudes, 1t was near to the
close of the popular period of the Saviour's
but not many weeks later he was

ministry
A crowd is not

left alone with the twelve.

May '_‘1)_J

always th
luto a sh
which was
from place
. 0). A
posture of |
Vultitude
like are sq
may ride a
res, whi
ning a 1
3. He spa
have been |
teaching in
time Matthe
an additiona
others whict
not to supp
which remai
good definitic
Abhott : “A
ture, yvet u
truth under g
vering it to
It taught som
lie truth hon
ing. Behold,
Iy pointing t
raced hillside,
of all, Christ
ever truth is
immediate dis
in Christ's ca
workers, We
il
u the village,
his fields, whie

farmer ne

4. Some see
hut Gospel trat
0 those who
There are no fe
are separated |
some of the see

are the hearts
rush of worldly
they are not :‘.]
upon them, hut
forels,  Rovised
s the birds Pi
fround, so do the
ltterances drive
truth from the |
the wandering
sengers,  (Se

E Q.
va. Ntony place
Piaces ™ not pig



May 20.] SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

always the token of a successful ministry,
Liuto a ship, This was  probably the hoat
which was kept fopr his service in passing
from place to place along the shore (Mark
S, And sat, This was the customary
posture of the rabbis while giving instruction,
Vultitude stood. On the northern end of the
like are severg) small inlets, whepe a boat
may ride at anchopr only a few feet from the
shores, which slope gently up on each side,
forming a natural amphitheater,

3. He spake many things, This appears to
have been the beginning of hig practice of
teaching in parables, Of thoge given at this
time Matthew has recorded seven, and Mark
an additional one, Doubtless there were many
others which were not written. But we gre
not to suppose that the breaching is lost
which remains unpublished. In parabies, A
good definition of g parable is that of Lyman
Abbott: “A fictitious narrative, tene to pg-
ture, - yet undeceptive, veiling a spiritual
truth under a symbol, for the purpose of con-
veying it to minds reluctant op indifferent,”
It taught some things to the indifferent, droye
the truth home to the thoughtful and inquir-
ing. Behold, Perhaps emphasizing his words
by pointing to a farmer at work on the t
raced hillside, A ggper, The sower is, first
of all, Christ himself, who is present when-
ever truth is taught ; next, his apostles, or
immediate disciples ; but also all who labor
in Christ's cause, whethep preachers or lay
vorkers. Went forth, In the HRast the
farmer never lives upon his farm, but always
in the village, from which he goes forth to
his fields, which ape often at a distance,

4. Nome sceds, The seed is not all truth,
hut Gospel trath, that which brings salvation
10 those who recejve it. By the wayside,
There are no fences in the East, hut the fields
ire separated by heaten paths, upon which
some of the seed will pe sure to fall. Such
are the hearts beaten into hardness by the
rush of worldly and sensual thoughts, so that
they are not oven to the truth, whicl falls
upon them, but does not enter them. 7The
forels, Revised Version, “the birds.”  Just
i the birds pick up the seed on the hard
ground, so do the light thoughts and frivolous
ltterances drive away the impression of the
truth from the careless hearer, Beware of
the wandering thoughts, which are Satan’s
Messengers,  (See verge 19.)

8. Stony nlaces. Revised Version, “rocky
ces ™ not places where stones and soil

shallow natures which seem to he converted
when only the surface of the emotions is
stirred, while the heart below remains un-
vielding. Forth with they sprung up, Be-
cause the rock heneath was warmer than the
s0il, and starteq i premature but transieyt
growth., So the weak, emotiongl nature iy
often the soonest to be aroused in time of re-
vival. Let us not suppose that mere excite-
ment is true conviction,

6. When the Aun was up. In the Jate
spring rains the seed quickly germinates, only
to be as quickly burned out by the hot sum-
mer sun. Becauge they had no root. During
the long drought of Summer the surface soi]
becomes yer dry, and only those plants live
whose roots ach down to moisture helow,
They withered @way. Every pevival will
furnish instances of this class, people of emo-
tional nature, but weak will, easily influ-
enced by circumstances, When they drop
back to their former state of sin they are
often called backsliders, when in reality they
were never genuinely converted, The Chris-
tian character that cannot stand trial is not
real, hnt only seeming,

7. Some fell among thorns, These are
very abundant in Palestine, as in all countries
whete they are permitted to find g place. Ip
the parable, as Christ tells us, they represent
“the cares of the world, the deceitfulness of
riches, and the pleasures of this life.” Thorns
will grow of themselves, hut geod seed must
be planted ang cared for, Choked them,
They do not always kill the seed, but they
rrevent it from ful development, so that it
brings no frujt to perfection (Luke 8. 14),
How many stapye their souls (hat they may
supply theip bodies!  Better be poor here
than poor hereafter,

8. But others, Notice that in no instance
is the seed different, Truth g the same
wherever it fa))s upon the heart. Good
ground, Representing the hearts which are
receptive, tender, and ready to make good use
of the Gospel  What kind of soil is your
heart ? Brought forth fruit. This is the
burpose of all the toil, frujt which will repay
the farmer for his toil. 1In the application it
represents the renewed character wrought by
the Gospol, and the ennobling influence
which such a character exerts, Nome a hun-
dredfold, some siztyfold. A single kernel of
wheat has been known to produce twelye
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hundred grains: but in the BEast the usual
harvest is from twenty to sixty times the
amount of the seed, So there are natures
from which great effects come from the Gos-
pel seed. It fell in the heart of Saul ot
Tarsus, and unnumbered have been the re-
sults, It quickened the soul of John Wesley,
and the harvest is world-wide, Nome thirty-
fold. Some disciple may say, No results
have come from my salvation.” Doubtless
there might be a larger harvest from many,
but no one knows how many are insensibly
influenced by a single godly life lived i theiv
presence,

18. Hear ye therejore the parable of the
sower, Listen to its explanation.

19, The word of the kingdom is the Gos-
pel, the teachings that would hallow God's
name, bring about his control of forces, and
do his will on earth as it is in heaven, But
Gospel teaching is sometimes not understood
because all human hearts are not teachable,
The seed is good, but the soil is unfertile, It
is like the tramped. earth of the wayside,
Worriment, pleasures, and a thousand earth
ly interests have passed over the heart, as the
camels and burdened donkeys and numbers of
men pass over Eastern roads, until it ull
hard and dusty. It is no longer improvable.
It needs the Gospel plow, like the preaching

. of another John the Baptist, to break its
solid surface, so that the showers of merey
and the rising of the Sun of righteousness
way turn it again into arable soil.

20, 21. Ntouy places, Ready emotion s
not a sure sign of either shallowness or depth
of nature; but superficial people are easily
moved. Just as the sun dries up surface
soil quickly, just as the rain moistens the
surface first, so every slight movement affects
wome people. But they lack “root,” they
have no deep apprehension of divine truth,
Tribulation in this world, we ave assured
elsewhere by our Lord, we shall have: perse-
eution is sure to come where the spivit of
Satan is strong enough to venture on it: and

| May 20,

it requires a person of some depth and su
stance to stand up against persecution an
tribulation, The thowshtless,  superficial
character is offcnded. “1t is a thought ve:
full of comfort, however, that the fertility «
our hearts, unlike thai of the soil, is under
the control of our own wille.”

22, The care of this world, and the deocit
fulness of riches. 'The anxieties of the poc
and the ease of mind of the rich are bot
alike thorns, They are wee which, whil
they do not always prevent the seed of the
kingdom from gernunating in  the hea
sstrangle” it, and make the life unfruitf
No one can be a serviceable Christian
usefnl child of God, who is care-stricke
constantly worried by his troubles and i
sponsibilities. Christ leads s through no
darker rooms than he went through before
We have the repeated promises of God th
his blessings will abupdantly meet our needs,
and if we cannot repose on those promises, we
forfeit a large =harve of our usefulness. Oy
the other hand. the comfort that comes from
wealth is even more hostile to the growth of
the Gospel spirit.  If a man love the world,
the love of the Father is net in him. It
member that these thorns grow unplanied,
and the better the soil the more apt they an
to grow, if the soil has not already heen pr
empted for the planting of the good seed

23, Astonishing stories ave told of wheat
and barley harvesting in the Dast, He the!
hearcth the word, and  wndcrstandcth i
Who se to know God's will, accepts what
he understands, and seeks to live it, b
fruit. 1f seed and =oil are good, the fruit is
sure. And the fruits of the Spivit are lov
foy. peace, long-suffering, gentleness, gow
ness. faith, meekness, temperance,  All thes
spring from the good ground in which ha
teen planted the Gospel. The graces of the
Beatitudes beauntify it.  Nowme a hundredfold,
some sixty, some thirty. Al good woils are
froitful, Lut not all equally productive
Talents and opportu s greatly vacy

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

TIHE FIRST PARABLE,

Of the thirty recorded parables of Christ
that of the sower, which constitutes the les-
gon, ig the first. And of these thirty this
parable is distinguished by the fact that it is
one of the two only of which Christ himself
gave a detailed explanation. And this expo
gition by its divine Author is so complete and

expiicit that it leaves nothing for the «
mentator to add toward making its meaning
clear. An attempt to explain Christ's ows
explanation would be Jike holding a candle vp
to the sun. And to rend other meanings into
the paralle than those pointed out by Christ
is not exposition, hnt imposition—a distine
tion not always respected by exegetes. We
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can therefore do nothing better than to read
the parable and the explanations of its parts
given by the Lord, and see what applications
its principles and truths have to us and to
ollers. But the parallel records of the para-
ble as given by Marik (4, 4-8, 14-21) and by
Luke (8. 5 11-15) should be carefully com-
paved with Matthew's statement of it, "This
cshould be the first duty of teacher and scholar
in the study of the lesson,
lere are a few ated
iy properly be considered,

Having done that,
thoughts which

HEET

CHRIST'S METHOD OF TEACHING,

The parable was Christ's most character-
The  statement
above that there are thirty of his parables
recorded in the gospels doos not cover the
These thirty are the e which are
ciussified as parables according to the stricte
Thers are at least
s, however, which have
all the essential qualities of the parable, and
in the study of Chei method must he pe-
led as such, For instand ¢, under tho
sirict definition, it is said that the Gospel of
Jula contains no paralle, That is only tecli-
true. The passage in which Jesus
represents himself as the true shepherd (John
100, and that in which he compares his re-
lation to his disciples as thy
the hranches (John 15), ar
bles. 8o, also, are the illust

istic form of  teaching,

real faets,

definition of the word,

twenty other example

vically

of the vine to
in reality para-
tion of the two
louses with which he closed the Sermon on
the Mount (Matt, T, 24.27), and the “chil
dren in the market place™ (Luke 7. . and
“the unclean (Luke 11, 24-26), the
new eloth and the old garment, and the old
hottles and the new wine (Matt, 9. 16, 17),
amd many other example From the stand
peint of rhetorie these may he distinguishel
from the parables proper, but in their nature
tracteristic of them
all being that they point out or imply a par-

they are the same, the

allel between natural processes or aspects of
vrdinary life and the facts or
moral or spivitual realm. Call it what we
will—simile, metaphor, allegory, parahle
Mmialogy—what Jesus perpecually did in his
teaching was 1o use familiar chjects of na-
ture and the ordinary actions of men to
Swbolize spivitual truths,

laws of the

VEILING S uE TRUTH

In the study of the present lesson let no

one fail to consider the seetion that lies be-
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lween its two parts namely, verses 10-17,
After Jesus had spoken the parable of the
sower to the multitude his disciples asked
him, “Why speakest thou unto them in para-
bles?" Ihs answer is startling. No frank
iuterpretation of thi answer can avoid the
conclusion that he meant o « v that he used
the parable in order to veil the truth from
those to whom he spoke,  Not from his dis
ciples, for he explained the parable privately
to them, but from those who Lad Leen dekib-
erately sinning against (he light, who had
shown themselyes unwilling to accept and
obey the truth, From them the truth now
was to be hidden. It was the heginning of
Light was being withdrawn, and
the enemies of the truth were heing left to
the darkness they It is at this
roint that we must distinguish hetween the
parables proper and (he other though closely
v forms of Christ's wchings. The
striet parable, such as the one in the lesson,
is more difficult of understanding than (he
other forms of similitude
and while at heart (hey
arable in its striet
in its meaning,
dle  point in

Judgment,

had chosen,

used by Jesus:
are the same, the
sense is not so open
And it was at this mid-
Christ’s life that he hegan
1o use the strict parable, and he did jr
that  his teachings might e more closely
confined to those who had enps to hear. To
the insincere and captions and willful he
would no longer speak the trath, They had
Just declared that his most gracions works
vere wrought by the power of Satan (Matt,
12, 240, The fatal cliaracter of that perver-

sion of trath is seen in what Josus said ahout
the sin against the Ioly Ghost (Matt, 12,
GL32). How utterly insincere they w is
evidenced by the fact that even while Jesus
was saying these solemn things te them they
asked of him “a sign.” Tle answered them
With an enigma (Matt, 12, A0, 40), following
it with words of stern reproach and warning
to a “wicked generation.” With a similar
enigma had he replied to the rulers at Jorn
salem, who had demanded of him *a sign™
for his authority in driving the traflickers
out of the temple (John 2 18, 19). Even
his disciples did not understand that answos
until after his resurrection (John 2, 22),
This inability of the disciples to understand
the parables shows how de » hidden were the
truths they contained. They did not under-
stand this parable of the sower. Directly
after they asked him to explain the parable of
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the wheat and the tares (verse 36). And
a little while after (Matt. 15. 16) we find
them asking him to explain to them an even
less parahc bit of teaching, that *not that
which goeth into the mouth defileth the man,
but that which cometh out of the mouth.”
And if even the disciples found it difficult to
understand, how utterly unable must have
been the perverse multitude that did not
care to know! The lesson which lies in all
this is the appalling danger of two spiritual
cainmities—first, the deadening of spiritua!
faculty, gross hearts, dull ears, closed eyes;
second, the withdrawal of light by truth be-
ing presented more and more enigmatically.
Verse 12 is the statement of this inexorable
law of judgment,

UNVEILING THE TRUTH

But the parable, while it veils the truth
from unworthy eyes, enshrines it for the
poor in spirit and the pure in heart. Unto
such it is given to know the mysteries of the
kingdom of heaven (verse 11). Not all at
once, but according to the measure of char-
acter. Mo the disciples Jesus explained
some things, Subsequent events explained
others, When the Spirit came not only were
Christ’s words brought to remembrance
(John 14. 26), but increase of understand-
ing also. And still the meanings of these
sayings of Christ are being brought out.
Our eyes are yet holden that we do not see
what our children will see in them. And
beyond all this, we are brought to recognize
that all nature and all life are books of
gpiritnal parables: that everywhere God is
in nature and in life, and therefore nature
and life are full of spiritual meanings—
meanings hid to the gross of heart, but ever
opening in mew surprises to the children of
the kingdom.

Thoughts for Young People,
The Warning of the Parable,

1. We are warned that merely to hear the
truth is not enough to save us, Not all
those who stood on the shore listening to
Jesus were “good ground hearers,” and not
all who attend church will he saved. Mere
opportunities are of little value unless they

are rightly used.

2. We are warned against the carcless
hearing of God's truth. The parable inter-
ested all, but benefited only those who sought

[May 20,

its meaning. Let us listen, not for enjoy-
ment, not to criticise, but to obtain the
truth.

8. We are warned against the forgetful
hearing of the truth. He who hears with
out remembering is the ground from which
the birds pick up the seeds. Iow often u
joke or a sneer at a sermon has driven the
truth out of the heart!

4, We are warned against instability, the
character which receives the truth, but does
not keep its power. Iow many have
listened and wept, and been faithful only for
a time! IHow many houses of character on
which may be written, *This man began, hut
was not able to finish "

5. We are warned against the character
which suffers from love of the world. Tlow
many are pinched and withered and fruitless
in their spiritual life, because the
crowded by worldly thoughts and ca
pleasures! The ball room, the social dance,
and the theater have choked the growth of
many Christians,

Teaching Hints for Intermediate
Classes,

1. The place (verses 1, 2). Where was it?
Near what city? Why did Jesus se often
preach and teach out of doors in the coun-
try? (1) The houses were too small and
the streets too narrow for the great crowds,
(2) Already the rulers and the leaders in the
city were opposed to him. (3) He loved
country life, the freedom and openness of
it.  (4) e found out of doors the themes
of many sermons. Now look at the picture
—the blue water of the lake, distant moun-
tains, city near by, sloping shores with many
thousands of listeners standing, Jesus site
ting in the boat.

2, The plan (verse 3). Just about this
time Jesus began a new kind of teaching
What is it here called? Explain the para-
ble. “A story or a fact in nature which il-
lustrates spiritual teaching.” Why did
Jesus use parables? (1) To attract inter-
rybody likes to hear a story. (2)
To awaken thought: the illustration mmkes
people think and ask questions. Note the
effect on the disciples (verses 10-17). (3)
God made the world visible and invisible,
natural and spiritual; the parable shows
gpiritual law in the natural world. Al
around us is the open book of nature; here

May 20,
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is the Bible, the book of spiritual truth;
hoth these hooks show the same Author, God,

3. Now let ug read this parable (verses 3-
8). Yonder on the side of the hil) overlook-
ing the lake and ip Sight of the crowd is a
farmer sowing phis field. Notice the four
kinds of ground on which his seeqd fell, and
what followed, [, one scholar (e
each of the four kinds of soil, Notice that
the first sown seed diq not grow at all, hut
was lost; the second Brew and died; the
third lived, but gaye no fruit; the foupth
alone brought forth fruit.  When an Indian
plants corn he puts four kernels into each
hill—“One for the worms, one for (he bugs,
one for the birds, anq one for Indian,"”

4. Now for the teaching of the parable
(verses 18-23),  wpq¢ does the seed rep-
resent? (& Who is the sower?
The sower wag and is Jesus Christ ; hut
everyone, young or old, who tries to tell
Gospel truth to another is q sower.  Again
take up the four kinds of soil, and show how
the seed of truth in the heart is affected by
its. surroundings, How often “tho birds"
of evil thoughts or bad habit make people
forget the truth! Then the shallow, stony
ground—we see it in every revival, Thepe
are people like hothouse plants, who must
be kept under artificial heat, or they will
s 0, for more decision, purpose, de-
termination, in the Service of God! Then
the “thorny ground " we see constantly peo-
ple who lose their interest in Christ hecause
the world, its cares, its work, and especially
its pleasures, crowd Christ out of the heart,
Not all of them lose their religious life ; bhut
they starve and choke it, Last of all, “the
2od ground,” What is a #ood heart for the
word to grow in? What is the fruit? It js
haracter in ourselyes and the results of our
life in others,

By Way or Ilustration,

Need by the wayside, A dying, lln-spniring
man, addressing one under whose ministry
he had sat for twenty years, said, “I haye
never heard g single sermon 1" The minis-
ter, who had known him for years as a con-
Stant hearer, looked astonished. “] g¢.
tended church,” phe explained, “hut my habit
Was, %0 soon as you began the 8ermon, to
hegin a review of last week's trade and to an-
fi ¢ and arrange the business of the
S —London Sunday School Chronicle,
Stony places, “How do you account for

SUNDAY Scuo OL BANNER,

293

the falling away of the many who seem to be
impressed during a revival? wag asked of
an evangelist, The Aanswer was : “There haq
been no real change of heart, When a dead
body has heen galvanized jt moves several
muscles as though j were alive, but when
this outside Power is removed there is still
death L as there was before, Only a ¢
princip carry a man through the test-
ing whi I surely come, anq if there hag
been no eyl change of heart, we shall not
see them after the revival,”

Among thorns, Ay evangelist of large ex-
perience said : “One of my least successful
series of meetings was held in a Western
town just as it was having a period of great
prosperity, The business men were huying
and selling corner lots, and could not come
to meeting, Everyone Was so absorbed in
money-getting and in money-spending that
they had no time for prayer and personal
work.  The care of the world and the deceit-
fulness of riches choked the word, and the
fruitage was small,

Good ground. A thoughtfu] girl living iy
the country at a distance from church read,
on a Sunday, the life of a Christian woman,
On closing the volume she said to herself,
“That was a beautiful life,” After a little
thought she added, “Anq | should like to Jive
such a life,” A few minutes Ilater she
kneeled down and said, “Lord, 1T win try
from this time” The decision was made,
She became one of the most useful of women,
whose influence was felt not only in thig
country, but in India, where she has spent
several years of hep precious life,

The sced compared to the word, Jesus
compared the word to a seed. There jg in
every seed a life principle which even the
Wisest man cannot understand, We none of
us know why it sprouts and grows, Tt has
a power which we cannot measure,

So with God's word. It has g power
which we cannot understand, Whenp we
read it it affects us differently from the regd-
ing of other books, It works wondrous trang-
formations in human Jives, It seems to
have in itself g life principle,

Heart Talks on the Lesson,
Never was the good seed of the kingdom
%0 widely and generously sown ag now. The
Bible is printed in almost every language:
preachers, evangelists, teachers, books
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abound, Yet there are barren wastes un-
renched.  How shall we who have abundance
of the golden grain of truth answer (o God
for this? The seed which isx to make this
world like a fair garden is in your hand. Are
you sowing it faithfully. [f you ar#, you
will be glad when you come bringing your
sheaves to hear the Master say “Well done.”

But let us see about the seeds in our own
There has been no lack of sowing
there.  We have had the blessed Bible, ear-
uest pastors, faithful teachers, books, Chris-
tian influences divected by the Holy Npirit,
ving to our hearts day by day the good
seed, as the wind carries the life germ of
flowers from field to field, Last Sunday,
when we were with Jesus in the Pharisee's
house, his gracious words to a soul sorry for
sin were like preciouns seed dropped in our
hearts. Did they fall upon good ground?
Will they bring forth a hundredfold of
fruit?

Josus tells us why seed sowing is often
a failure. The parable speaks closely to
my Sunday school class, to each one person-
ally.  There is form of deafness which
prevents the person affected with it from
hearing words, Ile can hear the tick of a
watceh or any other sound, but words
perfectly unintelligible to him.  The injury
is deeper than the ear. It is in the brain
itself. There is a moral deafness like this.
We may hear truth with the outer ear, with
no impression upon the mind or
Many persons hear sermons-—y
day school les
are forgotten almost

hearts,

ons— just that way. The words

as soon as uttered, he-

witise they are not listened to earnestly and
says  Satan “eatcheth
away' seed that lies thus upon the surface
He has many ways of doing it. The im-
pressions made by a sermon or in prayer
meeting arve often dissipnted by the trivial
conversation which begins as soon as the
henediction is said.  The good seed of a Sun-
day school lesson is often snatched away by
thoughtless chatter in the class.

seriously Josus

You would think it a ruthless thing to
spoil your friend’s warden by seattering the
beautiful flower seed she had planted. It
is far more serious to snatch away the seed
of life from the heart of your friend by Jjest-
wg or talking here ahout week-day plans
and amusements. 1t is not a matter of in-
difference whether or not you cherish the
good seed so that it may grow and bring
forth fruit. It is a matter of life or death

[May 20

In India now there is a terrible famine, and
thousands are dying because this year's crop
of grain has failed. The seed was sown, but
unfavorable conditions prevented its growth
There are spiritual famine and death where
the seed or truth fails to produce a harvesi
Many a soul is starving, not because good
seed has not been plentifully sown, but be-
cause the soil is unfruitful.

In the country where Jesus spoke this
parable the sower knows he must put his
wheat in early to get the start of the thorns,
which are sure to come. If we would have a
zood spiritual harvest, the heavenly seed
must be rvooted in us early, before the
strength of the heart soil is spent in world
liness and sin.

The Teachers' Meeting.

Give in words a picture of the scenes:
Lake, hoat, shore, multitude, S
at work, fields, ete....The definition o
parable.. .. Why Jesus used parables,. .. Lot
the scholars deseribe the four Kinds of souls
here named.. .. Iustrations of diff
rieties from Seripture: 1. Wayside—Thari
sees, Felix. 2 ony—the rich young ruler,
the scribe of Matt. 8. 19, 20. 3. Thorns—
Lot in Sodom, Demas, Judas. 4 Good
ground—Lthiopian treasurer, Saul of Tar-
sus, Lydis Iow to hear the Gospel, as
shown in this lesson....The parable may he
nresented under five heads: 1. The sower—
he great Teacher, Jesus Christ: and every
teacher of the Gospel of Ch
9. The seed—divine truth, 8. The wayside—
what sort of heart is this? Who are the
fowls of the air? 4. The stony ground—
what sort of heart is this? 5. The thorns—
among which real spiritual life may exist,
but o choked that no fruit is produced. 6,
The good ground—a good heart is (1) hon-
est, (2) good, (33) hearing, (4) keeping, (3)
preserving, (6) fruit bearing.

iour, sower

rent va

st is a sower,

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

0 seatter seeds.

Work. for the night is coming.
The Lord into his garden comes.
Far and near the fields are teemins.
We plow the fields.
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5

No, 2. Verse IS.—Burder, « Nermons, page

N 248, Edmondson, Nhort Sermons, page 370,
Byver looking upward,

Sow, ere the ever ng falls, -

Sowing in the morning. Blackboard
Christians, 1o! the fields are whit'ning, -

Lol the harvest fisld is bending. . o _— .~__
, THE I2AE
Librar References, FF ‘D 4 \ QFD
v . OEED L — \HER
Tk Paranie or 1y SOWER.~—Knight, s

Rible  Plants  and Animaly, pages 97-101,
Dods, Parables of Our Lord, vol. i, pages COOD
. Gaebel, Parables of Jesus, pag

s, The Master Nower, pages 5-12,
Bruee, 7he Parabolic Teaching of
xt, page 11, Arndt, Parables of Our

Lord, page 11. Nevin, Parables of Jesus, \: AN S
page 2T, Trench, Parables of Our Lord, } A,YQJDG 570”)’ ‘ﬁg‘ly,

;L - ooV LB
page 63 Taylor, The Parables of Our - "
- ) Ja oy 5 The seed is the word, seattered and sown
Naviowr, page 17, (lox, Frpositor's Note- s i
T a1 as God's truth is taught, and unless our
iy Nige

k- » = hearts arve like the z0od ground, ready to
HANDBOOK ; Ver, 2 Fis . s

¥er. 8, Going forth t e ":"“ receive and nurture the seed, our lives will
Ver. 4, The wayside :u'JL - be unfruitful, Some hearts are hardened
4 . J VAVS] '. ", : s .
L ¢ and indifferent, like the beaten path on

which the seed lies, only to he caught up or
blown away.  Others are dry and stony, and
Vorses 1-28, 7', Homiletic Revie ", vol. the seed finds no root and little nourishment,
xexvii, page 450, and soon withers, The thorny heart receives

Verse 3.—Leighton, Works, vol. ii, page the seed, hut worldly desires and idle habits,
1 24 like thorns and weeds, crowd out the word,
' Verse .—The Homilitie Vonthly, vol. vii and no  fruit is  brought to perfection.
page 392, Which is my heart like?

SERMONS oN THE LESSON,

- re-——
2 LESSON 1X. PARABLES oF THE KINGDOM. [May 27,
P GOLDEN TEXT. The field is the world, Matt. 13, a8,

AUTHORIZED VERsioy, Revisen VERsioN,

[Read Matt, 13, 2453 - Mark 4. 21-29,] s Another parable set he bhefope them, saying,
g e ) i ) The kingdom of heaven is likened unto 4 man

| Matt. 13.24-33, [ Commit to memory verees 31-88,] gy that sowed good seed in his field + but while

24 Another lm;‘uhll' [l';l! he fﬂr!l:lk lllmll them, men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares
) saying, The kingdom o eaven is likened unto 5 o 4 s whas - "
man which sowed good seed i1 Lis fleld ; 26 also among the whe at, and went away. But
5 when the blade Sprang up, and brought forth
% But while men slept, his enemy came and

2 + then appeared the tares also,
sowed tares among the Wwheat, and went his way. 7 fruit, then appeared the tares also, And the

servants of the householder came and said
2 But when the blade Was sprung up, and

unto him, 8ir, didst thou not sow good seed

brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also, g Wi

“7 i )' 4 ik I'l hold . 1 28 in thy field ¢ whence then hath it tares? And
2T 8o the servants of the householg erecame ang > - » this

said unto him, Sir, didst not thou SOW good seed he said unto the m, An enemy hath done this,

inthy field® from ‘whence then hath it tares ¢ And the servants say unto him, Wilt thou then
29 that we g p
B Me 1 unto them, An enemy hath done 2 that we go and gather them up? But he

s, The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then saith, Nay ; lest haply while ye gather up the
that we go and gather them up ® 30 tares, ye root up the wheat with them. Let
2 But he said, Nay : lest while ye gather up both grow together until the harvest : and in !

the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them, the time of the harvest I'will say to the reap-
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30 Let both grow together until the harvest:
and in the time of harvest I will say to the reap-
ers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind
them in bundles to burn them : but gather the
wheat into my barn.

31 Another parable put he forth unto them,
saying, The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of
mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in
his field :

32 Which indeed is the least of all seeds: but
when it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs,
and becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air
come and lodge in the branches thereof.

33 Another parable spake he unto them; The
kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a
woman took, and hid in three measures of meal,
till the whole was leavened.

[May 27,

ers, Gather up first the tares, and bind them in
bundles to burn them : but gather the wheut
into my barn.
Another parable set he before them, saying,
The kingdom of heaven is like unto a grain of
mustard seed, which a man took, and sowe
32 in his field : which indeed is less than all secs ;
but when it is grown, it is greater than the
herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the Lirds
of the heaven come and lodge in the Lranches
thereof.

83  Another parable spake he unto them; The
kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which
a woman took, and hid in three measures of
meal, till it was all leavened,

Time.—A. D. 28, Place.—Near to the Sea of

Galilee,
Home Readings.

M. Parables of the Kingdom. Matt. 13, 24-33.
Tu. The parable explained. Matt. 13, 34-43.
W. Further parables, Matt. 13, 44-52.
Th. The enemy at work. Gen, 8. 1-8,
F. Separation. Matt, 25, 31-46.
8. Judgment. Rev. 20, 11-15.
8. Growth of the kingdom. Mark 4. 26-34.

Lesson Hymns.

No. 120, New Canadian Hymnal.
1 am thine, O Lord, I have heard thy voice,
And it told thy love to me;
But I long to rise in the arms of faith,
And be closer drawn to thee.

No. 91, New Canadian Hymnal.
Whoever receiveth the Crucified One,
Whoever believeth on God’s only Son,
A free and a perfect salvation shall have:
For he is abundantly able to save.

No. 115, New Canadian Hymnal,
Take my life and let it be
Consecrated, , to Thee:
Take my moments and my days,
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIORSCHOLARS,
1. The Parable of the Tares, v. 24-30.
What is a parable?
Wherein does a parable differ from a
fable?
Why did Jesus speak in parables?
How many parables does this chapter re-
cord?
To whom was this parable spoken?
What is the chief theme of the parable?
What evil work went along with the good?
What surprise greeted the servants?
What explanation was given?
What directions were issued for the har-
vest ?

2. The Parable of the Mustard Nced, y
31, 32,

What, besides the good seed, is the king-
dom of heaven like?

In what contrast does the likeness con-
sist?

In what particulars does this parable show
that (1) the Gospel is a living principle?
(2) it grows in the individual and in the
world? (3) it becomes a blessing to mun-
kind?

8. The Parable of the Leaven, v, 33,

What, besides the mustard seed, is the
kingdom of heaven like?

Of what is this the symbol?

Teachings of the Lesson.

1. The sower sowed good seed. The divine
purposes mean righteousness. God and good
are kindred ns.  His kingdom is one of
truth, of purity, of uprightness, in thought
and deed.

2. An enemy sowed tares, Evil and devil
are closely akin, To mar and ruin is the
Satanic purpose. His kingdom is one of
anarchy, of deceit, of death.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

1. The Parable of the Tares, v. 24-30.

Who spoke this parable?

With what kingdom did he compare what
sort of a man?

What does the good seed
Verse 38,

Who sows it, and where? Verses 37, 38,

What bad seed-sowing was done?

Who sowed the tares? Verse 3.

When did the owner of the field find the
tares?

represent?
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Who questioned him about hig seed-sow-
ing?
Over what were the servantg perplexed ¥
To whom did the owner refer the evil?
What did the Servants propose to do?
Why were they forbidden to gather the
tares?
How long were the wheat and the tares
10 grow together?
Which would, then, e first gathered?
How were they to he disposed of v
What was to e done with the wheat ¥
What, in brief, is the meaning of the
Parable of the Tares?
What lesson from it should come 1o each
of us?
2. The Parabte of the Mustard Need, v,
31, 32,
To what seed s the kingdom of heaven
likened ?
What is said of the size of the see?
What does it become when grown?
What shelter does it offer?
What lesson comes to us from the p,
of the Mustard Seed?
3. The Parable of the Leaven, v, 33,
To what, again, is the kingdom of heaven
likened ?
What is “leayen 2
Where was the leaven placed?
What effect had it on the meal?
What transforming effect has the ¢
on human hearts?
From the Parahle of the Leaven what les-
S comes to us?

arahle

jospel

Practical Teachings.

Where in this lesson are we taught—

1. That the wicked are found among the
good here?

2. That the wicked will he separated from
the good hereafter?

3. That the wicked will have a fate differ-
ent from the good ?

4. That trye religion is progressive ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,
Where was Jesus when he spoke thege
parables ¥
Did many hear him speak ?
What parable had he given them just he-
fore this one?
What does he B0 on speaking about 7

What may he have seen as he looked off
o the hillsige ?
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Whom did he mean by the sower sowing
the good seed? 7The Non of man,

What does the Golden Text say about the
field?

Who are the £ood seed?
the kingdom,

Who are the tares?
wicked gne,

Who is the enemy that came
and sowed them ? The devil,

When will the harvest he?
the world,

What will be done with the tares?
will be cast away,

Where will the children of the
With God, in his heaven,

How many parables diq Jesus speak in
this lesson ?

Can you give the second ?

What was the third?

The children of
The children of the
in the night
At the enq of
They

kingdom he%+

THE LESSON CATECHISM,
(For the entire school. )

Here gye three storiesg telling what the
kingdom of heaven is like,

1. What diq the enemy of the Son of man
do? He sowed taresg among the wheat,

2. Who are the tares? The children of
the wicked one,

3. How long are they found together?
Until the end of the world,

4. What else js the kingdom of heaven
likened to? 4 grain of mustard seed which
greatly grows,

5. What else js the kingdom of
likened to? Leaven in meal,

6. What may we learn from these Jast
two parables? That the Gospel iy q living
principle,

heaven

7. What is the GOLDEN TEx7? “The
field is,” ete,

NEW CHURCH CATECHIS M,

36. What is the indirect witness of the Spirity
The indirect witness of the Spirit is the assurance
which we have from the consciousness of the fruit
of the Spirit in our heart and lite.

2 Corinthians i, 12, For our rejoicing is this, the
testimony of oup conscience, that in simplicity
and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by
the grace of God, we have had our conversation
in the world, and more nbundu.ntly to you-ward,
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THE LESSON
The Gospel

1. Tra AUTHOR.
\ man which sowed. v. 24

Lord hath appointed me. Isa. 61 1.
God sent forth his Son. Gal. 4. 4.
11. Its NATURE.
Good sced. v. 24
Children of the kingdom. Matt, 13. 38

The light of the world.  Matt. 5. 14

1ML Irs Fienn,
In his field. v. 24
The field is the world.
Preached among all
24, 47.
IV. 118 Fok.

Hix enemy. .. .sowed tares. v, 20

Matt. 13, 88,
nations.  Luke

EXPLANATORY AND

The three parables that we now
Matthew in this chapter.  They were
with the parable of the sower, from the boat.
to have beu..

quicter, direct talk to the diseiples in the boat,
his address to the people who were still gathered «
Matthew only.

Ver 24, The kingdom of heaven 8
likened unto a man which sowed goud sced
in his field. We ave to think ol the seed as
already sown when the story heging, and a
good and wholesome growth already begun.
(¥or a key to the explanation of this parable
7-30.) The sower of wheat is the
Lord Jesus; the sower of tares is the devil:
the seed is human character, good and bad;
the field is “the world,” human life. But
what is the kingdom of heaven? It is “the
condition in human affairs in which those
two petitions of the Lord’s Prayer, Thy
kingdom come,” and “Thy will be done i
earth as it is in heaven,” shall be fulfilled.”
ent features of that kingdom have been
and are about to be made plain.  From this
parable we learn that in the earthly organi-
sation of the spiritual kingdom (what we
call the visible Church) there are persons
who do not belong to it. Other applications
may be made with profit to our classes.
Most boys and girls, recognizing the moni-
tions of their consciences, will agree that

SOe Verses

there was an original sowing in their hearts
of good seed—holy intuitions, impulses, ete.

DAY SCHOOL BANNER.

gpoken on the same day, in the autumn or early winter of .
naum. We may easily receive the impression that the parable of the

voice from the boat, so that the people on shore he
Then, lifting his voic

OUTLINE.
ong Men.
Of youm father the devil. John 8. 44
The god of this world. 2 Cor. 4. 4,
V. I8 COUNTERFEIT,
Then appeared the tares, v,
Children of the wicked one.  Matt, 13, 4%
The children of the devil. 1 John 3. 10

V1. Irs Grapvan GrowTi,
A grain of mustard seed,
A handful of corn. D’

As the waters cover the

VL Irs TRANSFORMING 'OWH
Whole was leavened. v,
Ye must be horn again,

Be ye transformed. Rom. 12, 2.

John 3T,

PRACTICAL NOTES.

study are the second, third, and fourth of seven reported by
spoken to a Galilean erowd, and quite probably, in connection
This, however, is not certain.

All the parables scem
A. D. 28, not far from Capuer
sower was spoken in a clour
and that it was explained in g

the second time, Jesus resuind

ard it distinetly

m the shore,  The parable of the tures is told |

They may, by a little graphic description,
be made to realize the base interference of
Satan, with his false seed. Their ovperi-
ences, like our own, are of conflicting wrowih
good and bad apparently thriving tou e
But in personal life one sort tends to kill
the other: and there is no need to wait
for the final harvest before extivpating the

tares,

25, While men  slept. At nighttime,
There is no hint that the servants of the
farmer were negligent. His enemy . . . sowed
tares . . . went his way.  Satan often does
his work in the dark, and hastens away—

knowing that evil seed as well as good will
Tares are darnel, which in the
< of growth is not to he readily
hed from wheat. 8o connierfeit
we sometimes  indistinguishable

germinate,
early st
distingn
Christinns
from real Christians, “It is notorions.”
writes De, Tuttle, “that many in the Church
cannot he distinguished from avowed world

lings."

26. When the blade was sprung wp, and
brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares
also. The tares were sown soon after the
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wheat, but not yneil the grain appeared
‘ould the difference be seen, So only by
the full “fruit” of men's lives can their chay-
acter be discerned,

27. Whence then hath it tares? How
can the Chureh op any portion of it eyver do
wrong?  Why is eyi] permitted ¥

28. An “nemy hath done this, The con-
versation s added for picturesque effect,
The farmer knows that no accident could
have brought this eyil crop.  He whose ripe
powers are bent on the destruction of every
human soul is (he great sower of tares,
Wilt thou then that e o and gather them
up? The question is ignorant zegl,

29, 30. Nay. There was a greater diffi-
culty than even (he similarity of {he two
plants; their roors Were so closely intep-
twined that to get rid of the tares would de-
stroy the wheat, Oup Lord distinetly ap-
s this parable to the development of the
om of heaven on earth, God's method
I3 for s to wait, not hastily to de e ques-
tions of charactor and life, but to give goml
as well as evil time to grow.  This is a diffj-
oult course for a zealous soul to take, AJ-
most any action is easier than that of patient
waiting, and ehe purer and the more pro-
gressive men are, the more impatient gre
they of evil, Cowper's nervous hymn, “God
moves in a mysterions way his wonders to
perform,” draws its keynote from the strange
patience of God, who waits by the decade
and  the century  for the development  of
Christinn graces in the Church ; who allows
good and evil to work together, even to the
apparent peril of the good, until the trye
character of each is shown and the fina) vie-
tory comes to the good, God would tegeh
mankind that there js only one safe time to
make judgment, and that is the last honr,
Do not decide until all the testimony is i,
Do not reap until the harvest comes, The
reapers are the angels, Gather ye together
first the tares, and bind them in bundles to
burn them, In harvest time there s no dif-
fienlty in separating the tares from the
wheat,  Onp Lord explains the harvest to
he the end of the world, the consummation
of the nge, the time of final decision, when
nothing shall he Jef¢ in the kingdom of
heaven hut the sons of the kingdom, We
are 1ot to explain this parable ag referring
to Churely discipline so much as to the de-
velopment of the kingdom of God on earth,
That kingdom was to be, as Dr. McLaren
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Says, “a rose amid thorns,” to Brow up amid
antagonisms, as the next two parables set
forth,

31. Another parable.  Still gup Lord has
the fields in full view, and his third story
also takes ity figures and symbols from them,
A grain of mustard seed has remarkalle
growth in size when compared with jts small-
ness,

32, I the least of all sceds, 1t js not need-
ful to prove this statement to he scientifically
exact,  Jesus was holding conversation with
country folk of Galilee ; he was not teaching
science to a class of students. e talked to
them as they were accustomed to talk with
one another, It is not certain to what plant
he referred ns “mustard,”  P'he birds of the
air come and lodge in the branches, A faet
that is mentioned to show the great size of
the tree, The thought is not so much now
concerning the sower a8 concerning the seed,
God's great things always have small he-
ginnings,  Kzek, 17. 23 has a beautiful al-
lusion which comes to our mind whije study-
ing verse 132

The first of (he three parables we study
describes the eyil Browing along with the
#ood in the kingdom of God. The second
shows the outward growth and beneficonce
of the Gospel in the hearts of men, and of
the dominion of Christ in the world. This
parable has an individual, as well as a gen-
eral, application, Turning to the third, we
learn that the kingdom of God grows in-
wardly,  “It spreads in space and increases
in bulk: but it fransforms inert matep into
its own nature, and thos Brows by assimila-
ton."—MWeLaren,

33. Leaven, or Yeast, is used as g symbol
of the transforming  power, The woman
seems to have no special meaning,  Three
measures of meal aye mentioned hecauge
probably that was the quantity most usually
leavened at once, o because a definite num-
ber would make the story move realistie,
But the main lessons of the parable are that
the quickening influence which is to comfort
and transform human nature is to come from
without, that this world of men and women
cannot of itself develop a kingdom of heaven,
It is an exotic, (jod works in secret. [ljs
Spirit comes into the depths of the individual
spirit and gradually permeates the whole
being,  But (his cannot be done without a
thorough fermentation and stirring up, 1
another place our Lord says he comes not
to bring peace, hut g sword ; that is, not at

e p——

o S it tas
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first, but eventually he is to bring peace.
Till the whole was leavened is a very beauti-

CRITICAL AND HOMILE

THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN AGAIN.

Our lesson of eight weeks ago on the
Beatitudes prominently introduced the sub-
ject of the kingdom of Leaven, or the “king-
dom of the heavens,” as the expression
strictly rendered is. Back of that the word
was introduced to us in the Baptist's her-
ald ery, *The kingdom of heaven is at hand”
( Matt 2), and that proclamation was the
burden of Christ's own nreaching as late, at
least, as the early part of the second year of
his ministry (Mark 1. 14), as it was also the
announcement later with which he charged
the twelve (Matt. 10. 7) and the seventy
(Luke 10. 9) when he sent them forth. In
the first sentence of his recorded teachings
Jesus speaks of the kingdom (John 3. 3),
and we find him still talking of it during his
trial before Pilate (John 18, 3G). Evident-
lv it was a preeminent thought with him,
the understanding of which is the key to his
Gospel.

WIHAT IS THE KINGDOM OF GOD?

Let us approach it through other king-
doms that have come into the world. Some
time in the history of our earth, at some
place, no one knows when nor where, the
first germ, or spore, or seed of life appeared,
and the process of assimilation and growth
hegan. In that first seed the vegetable king-
dom was at hand—that is, was come near,
was among the things of the organic world.
It was in the world, and the world was to
be transformed by it, but the world knew it
not. But its coming made an epoch. Later,
no one knows how long afterward nor where,
an egg was formed in the world, a thing hav-
ing in it the latency of a new kind of life.
In that egg the animal kingdom was at hand,
was in the world, and would master the
world, but the world knew it not. It was,
nevertheless, a second epoch. Still later, no
one knows how much later, a child was born
in Rethlehem of Judea. 1In that child, grow-
ing from infancy to manhood, the moral will
of God for the first time in the history of the
world was to be perfectly done. And so in
that child the kingdom of God, the kingdom
of the heavens, where the will of God was
always done, was at hand, was among men.
“He was in the world, and the world was

[May 27,

ful indication of the final permeation ol the
mass with holy influences,

ICAL NOTES.

made by him, and the world knew him not.”
But he was to overcome the world, until
every knee should bow to him, and every
tongue confess his lordship. And so his
coming was the supreme epoch, for in him
the life of heaven first hegan to be lived in
the earth, Christ was the kingdom of
heaven in the world, and as many as entered
into his life became like him in perfect sur-
render to the will of God, entered that king-
dom ; for “as many as received him, to them
gave he power to become the sons of God.”

PARABLES OF THE KINGDOM,

Matthew is the only one of the evangelists
who uses the expression, “the kingdom of
heaven.” 'The other evangelists use the
equivalent expression, “the kingdom of God."”
Mark uses it twelve times, Luke thirty-three
times, and John only twice. Matthew uses
both terms, but he employs the first thiriy-
five times and the second but four times,
Matthew gives twelve parables which he in-
troduces by the words, “The kingdom of
heaven is like unto.,” Mark gives hut two
parables as directly expressed similitudes of
the kingdom of God, one of which is that of
the seed growing secretly (4. 26), which he
alone gives, and the other is that of the
mustard seed (4. 30-32), given also by
Matthew and Luke. Luke also gives hut
two parables in which the comparison of the
kingdom is expressly stated, namely, the
mustard seed and the leaven, So that alto-
gether there are but thirteen distinet para-
bles expressly setting forth similitudes of the
kingdom. But nearly or all the parables are,
in fact, parables of the kingdom as well as
these thirteen. For instance, the parables
of the sower, of the good Samaritan, the lost
sheep, and the prodigal son, while the simili-
tudes are not stated, are, in reality, illustra-
tions of various phases of the kingdom. And
then we are not confined to the parables for
our knowledge of the kingdom of heaven.,
The Beatitudes, with which the Sermon on
the Mount opens, are descriptions of the
characteristics of the subjects of the Ling-
dom. The whole sermon is a statement of
the way the citizens of the kingdom ought to
live. Christ’s words to Nicodemus tell us
the only way one can know the kingdom,
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namely, by being hegotten into it from aboye,
The nature and Spirit of one thus born was
illustrated by Christ when he said of a little
child, “Of such is the kingdom of heayen,”
This kingdom was distinguished from all
political kingdoms, with all their outward
pomp and show, when e said, “The kiy
dom of God cometh not with obseryation.”
and to Pilate, “My kingdom is not of this
world.™ - Jesus lifted it above all national-
ism and ecclesiastica] succession and mere
orthodox  profession when he declared that
even the publicans and harlots would enter
the kingdom of God before the unfaithful
children of Abraham, and that not thoge
aid, “Lord, Lord,” but those who did
the will of his Father should enter the king-
dom,

who s

INTERPRETATION OF 1i1g PARABLES,

Dean Trench states the most important
principle to be observed in the interpreta-
tion of parables, namely, that we shall “ob-
tain a firm grasp of the central truth which
the parable would set forth, and distinguish
it as sharply and accurately as we can from
all cognate truths which border upon it,"
Every parable stands for one distinet jdeq,
Its chief lesson lies in that. Other things
are accessories, and many of them may have
wo teaching purport whatever, The ryle in
thetoric that we shall not make a figure of
speech go on all fours is barticularly appli-
cable to the interpretation of parables, In
the parable of the Sower the central thought
is that the fruitfulness of the seed of truth
depends upon the state of the heart of him
who receives it, Everything is subordinate
to that,  We must oceupy this central view-
mint in order to g correct perspective,

THE PARABLES OF THE LESSONS,
In go;

these three parables represent
es or dynamics of the kingdom,
ue character in this respect is
Mark’s parable of the seed growing secretly
(4.26).  But while this thought is common
to the four, or underljes them, it is not the
central idea of any one of them, The focal
thought of the parable of the wheat and the
fares, as also of the parable of the net
(verses 47-50), is that the wicked and the
st must live together in this world, but will
be separated in the world to come, The
Parable of the mustard seed stands simply
for the expansive power of truth, growing

from smallest beginnings to largest results,
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While the parable of the loayven sets forth
the assimilating bower of the truth of the
kingdom, which, as the yeast in meal, gradu-
ally but certainly transforms those who re-
ceive it. In all of these alike the vyitgl,
dynan transforming element is the “word
of the kingdom,” according to Christ's own
interpretation of the parable of the sower
(verse 19), something personally and pur-
posely introduced into the human heart from
without, as a Sower puts seed into the soil,
a5 a woman puts leaven into the meal ; and
what follows is an evolution, indeed, byt an
induced evolution, that would never have
taken place hut for the introduction of the
new dynamic adapted to the elements of the
nature of man as the seed is to the soil,

Thoughts for Young People,
('om-erninx the Kingdom of Heaven,

1. The kingdom of heaven iy antagonized
by an evit personality, a mighty intellect,
and a bhad heart—the enemy Satan, e jg
the sower of had thoughts, had deeds, and
bad men, [fe drops a serpent into Eden, an
Ananias into the primitive Church,

2. God is the sower acho went forth to
$01w.  All things fell from his creative fip.
gers as seeds, Butterflies and planets, gen-
tle zephyrs and destructive whirlwinds, aj|
the vegetable and animal and spiritual world
come from him. But the best seeds that he
Sows, the seed most typical of his own char-
acter, is goodness,

3. “The devil's seed has vitality as well
a8 God's.”  And it is very hard in this world
to divide the evil from the good, The roots
of the two are intertwined in the same com-
munities,

4. The kingdom of heaven is like the
mustard tree, which, beginning small, grows
into great proportions, and is recognized by
all as a refuge from the storm and from the
heat,

5. The kingdom of heaven is like leaven,
a self-multiplying power. Touching one par-
ticle of meal, it changes its nature, and then
every particle that touches that modified one
feels the changes, So it goes on until the
whole is leavened, It is a self—multlplyinz
power. Put it into one heart, and it reaches
out over all the world,
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Teaching Hints for Intermediute
Classes.

Here arve three more parables, Lot each
one be read and explained separately, and
let the teacher draw as much of the thought
possible out of his pupils,
I. The Tares (verses 24-30). Our Lord
himself gave us the interpretation of this
parable in verses 3G-43, which should he
read carefully, Now let us analyze the
story, noticing especially how diff¢
from that of the sower

1. The two sceds. In the other parable
the seed was the truth, sown in the hearts of
men. In this parable the seed is men them-
gelves. “Wheat™ are the good: “tar
the bad. What is the differenee hetween
them? One is useful and does good: the
other is useles Which are
you, wheat or tares? Out in the ficld tares
can't be changed into wheat ; but in God's
field that wonderful change can he wronght

2. The two sowers, One is God ; the other
is the devil.  *“The children of the kKingdom"
are God's children: the t the evil, are
the children of Satan.  Don't wauste time
over the idle questions about the personality
of Satan
or not: how he came to be evil: what will
These may or may not
ians : cortainly they are
not for hoys and girl Keep to the practical
message of the parable.  Will you he one of
itan’s children or God's ehild?
S The field.  Tn the first parable this was
the hearts of men: in this it ix the whole
world, with its billion inhabitants, of whom
each one is a child of Satan or of God, We
see that both kinds of people are in the
world : let us leave them there, while trying
to make the world bett

4, The harvest. We know not when it
will come, but let us be ready for it and it

nre

and does harm

wood angel

whether he was on

become of him, «te,
be themes for theold

rewards of glory.

II. The Parable of the Mustard
Seed. Show in this the story of Christ's
Church—at first v small; now covering
the world. an illustration regard each
great denomination as one branch,  There ar
the Preshyterian branch, the Baptist hranch,
the Methodist branch. Show the growth
and greatness of the Church of Christ in the
world.

III. The Parable of the Leaven.
Did you ever see bread made? Did you ever
go to the store for yeast? What ix it like?
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Explain its effect on the mass of dough, A
we took the last parable to illustrate (1o
growth of the Gospel in the world, let
take this to represent the power of the G
pel over the heart and life of the one wio
recei it.  He a man with o bad bea
swearing, drinking, lying, doing harm. i
takes the Gospel into his heart, and see Loy
his whole nature is changed.

By Way of Illustration.
“While men slept.”  Our unwatchfulness
s S When  Christis
are lukewarm and the pastors indolent 1l

an's  opportunity.

enemy is busy sowing tares among |

are two cause
among Christians,  One is inactivity, Wy
know people who lead very active lives dur
ing the week, and when they sit down in
their homes or in church they fall aslecp in
fifteen minutes, They never go to sleep while
husy on the street or in their office. A
Christian active in winning souls never goes
to sleep.  Exercise your mental, moral, qud
spiritual limbs, and you will not be yawning
or drov g in God's service,

Some elimates indu sleep.
has been fatal to thousands,

of sleepiness

wheat.  Ther

The slecping

disease of Af
An ill-ventilated room and some poisonous
vapors induce sleep.  So there ave moral aud
socinl atmospheres  which induce sleep in

Christinns.  The  atmosphere  of  the hall

room, of the worldly social cirele, induces

sleepy  state of indifference to winning

souls, converting the heathen, and building
up the Church. A chureh full of such peo
ple is a dormitory, and for all practical pur-
poses is about as good as a cemetery.— A, (',
Divon.,

The origin of evil. When God revives his
work Satan revives his also.  You may be
sure that when there is any special religions
interest in your town there will be unusual

re wmot for the

activity among those who ¢
Church, A well-known pastor said

“1 have grown to expect that all sorts of
saloon combinations and social combinations
will start in against me as soon as o
meetings get well under way. Often gool
people are drawn into these things who do
not realize that Satan is thus tryiug 1o
thwart the work of God's people.”

After a  thousand volumes have been
written on the origin of evil we shall know
just so much as Christ has told us Lere. o |
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cnemy hath done jy,* and this enemy s the
devil,
Forbidden 1, gather up tares, A zeal

for the killing of heretics not regulated by
these words of our Saviour allows no time
for the one to grow strong in Koodness nop
for the other to forsake iy sin. Mese
zealots care ot if wheat he rooted up, if
only they can gather up tares,

Mary, Queen  of Englana, who had so
many Protestants put to death, rooted out
the whent instead of the tares, Philip 11,
of Npain, who declared that he was serving
God by torturing to death all who did not
believe that the bope and himself were in-
fallible, put to death many of the best pro-
ple of his realm,

Verses 81-

oA little gopm und a large
God's answer to the world's cry for
belp was a little baby—a litt]e more wenk-
ness added to the weakness that
alre
poverty

result,

J 'N'l"'
ady ; a little more poverty added to the
that was here before.  But thay
child has changed the course of empives, anq
rules in the civilizeq world,

Our own great Church wag a4 very lilL\'.
seed away back thepe in the Epworth Rec-
tory: and quite probably that wise sower,
Susannah We ley, never dreamed hoy great
& tree would grow from jt, In these com-
paratively few years of its growt) it has
come to be the most numerous Protestant
denomination, and its power is felt around
the world,  And as .\luv:lulu_\' shows us iy
bis History of England, the revival started
by Wesley and his followers saved Englang
from a reign of terror such gy
France.~ Bishop ¢, ¢, Hetape,

e to

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

Lot us study carefully these parables of
the kingdom, remembering  thag th illus-
frate teath,  Jesus told his disciples it was
iven to them to know the mysteries of the
lom.  The Holy Spirit will show s the
meaning if we have a sincere desire only to
know the truth,  Jesug plainly teaches that
ares grow in the world field gag well as
wheat,  Bvil is not a “false helief of mortal
mind,” yg Clristian Scientists illugirull,\' and
unseripturally assert, A real, pot imagi-
UATY, enemy  with malicious purpose has
sowed tares in the field which belonged to
anothee, where only good seed was fipgt
YWD, The problem of how evi] came into

the world ang what will be done with it

NUNDA Y SNCHOoL BANNEY,
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is simplified if we take the Bible view,
understands, for e knows the eng from
beginning, and it seemg
way for us whe know
what he tells uy
evil,

God
the
the only sensible
80 little to believe
He is not the author of
He made everything “good,” An ene-
my full of jenlous hate has sought to ruiy
all. e seoms for i time successfyl, for the
tares make y greater showing oyer the fielq
than the wheat, They say in Palestine,
where Jesug spoke this parable, “The wypg
which God has blessed bow their heads, but
these accursed tares stick theirs above the
whole fielq.”

But if the tares grow, the wheat grows too.
The owner of the fielq is only waiting for
haryest time, when he will show hig com
mand of the situation, e will say to the
re, “Gather first he tares in bundles
to burn them ; iy gather the wheat into my
barn.” e Sower of tares then will have
nothing to Sav—affairs will have passed out
of his hands, Howevyer flourishing hig tares
looked, they have ‘tome to naught, anq the
golden grain ion of the
owner foreyer,

Do not he deceived,

apers,

is the safe POsSs

Nin is real; the ad-
Vois the difference between the
children of (he kingdom and the childyen
of the wicked one is regl, though they grow
side by side the awful Sorrow and disup-
pointment of the wicked will be real; the
slorious shining fort), of the righteous as
the sun will 1y real,

Solemnly, tenderly, Jesus says, “Who hath
ears to hear, lot him hear,”

The mustarg seed and the leaven algo il
lustrate (he final triumph of the kingdom of
God over the gdom of eyil—gy truth full of
warning and of inspiration, See how the tiny
seed of ('In'ixtirlnil_\' has grown since the few
disciples of Jesus, unk 1own and unlettered
men, began to preach it, Ay, science, liter-
ature, commerce, “lodge in the branches” of
this vigorous tree, although men do not a}
Ways recognize oy acknowledge that it i«
under its shadow they flourish, Phe world
progresses in c¢ivilj tion and education only
where  Christian thought enlightens, Jug
tice, mercy, truth, the rights of the indi-
vidual, the brotherhood of man, are producty
only of ('l an ethics, You have but te
look at ¢ stian  nations compared with
heathen to see the fulfillment of this para-
ble's prophecy,

But the kingdom of God finally trivmphs
hy the fransformation of character iy men

ve

e |

S ———
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and nations, Christian teaching and, most
of all, the lives of good men and women are
silently working a change in the sentiment
of society and of government. Notwith-
standing the evil, the world is growing bet-
ter. The present century would not tolerate
the open cruelties and immoralities of the
past. Evil thrives, but not in the light as
once it did, Take courage; be strong for
the right: be hopeful for yourself. There
is inherent life in the good seed cherished in
vour heart. On this May day buds are
growing, the once bare boughs are covered
with beauty, the trees are coming into full
leaf. Seeing the power of the life principle
in them, hopefully say: “IHis dew and
sunshine are mine as well as theirs, 1, too,
am growing.”

we

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Uses of these parables: 1, To teach that
evil is mingled with good in the Church of
God: to forewarn God's children not to be
discouraged when they find Church members
dishonest or wrong. 2. To teach that coun-
terfeit piety is a proof of the existence of
genuine piety., The tares would not have
been sown if the wheat had not bheen there.
1t is foolish to be alienated from the Church
because bad people are in it. They belong
to the world, and not to the Church, and
their presence should alienate us from the
world. As Dr. Schauffler says: “Nobody
counterfeits cobblestones, It is a testimony
to the value of diamonds that men counter-
feit them.” 3. To teach that God knows.
4, To teach that every one of us is every day
wing seed, good or bad, wheat or tares,
To teach that if one good seed bhe sown,
God will care for the rest. If leaven be
placed aright, God will see that the result
will not fail....L. Two sowers—good and
evil, holiness and sin, God and Satan. IL
Two seeds. Every good man is an uncon-
sciong promoter of goodness; every bad man
I11. Two growths, and
IV. Two des-
each soul

is a seed of harm.
vet hardly distinguishable,
tinies—the furnace and the garner:
seeks in the hereafter the condition and place
for which it is fit. V. Two epochs—the time
when the seed is dropped into the earth a
tiny speck : the time when it stands on high
with shade and fruit. VI, Two conditions—
the unleavened dough, tasteless, heavy: the
bread, light, luscious, There is a trans-
forming power in the Gospel of Christ

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

[May 27.
OPTIONAL HYMNS,

All hail the power of Jesus' name !
Love divine, all love excelling.

O could 1 speak the matchless worth,
My faith looks up to the
Jesus shall reign whe

er the sun,

God loved the world of sinners.
Teach me, O Lord.

There's not a ray of sunshine.
Soon may the last glad song arise.
Come, thou long-expected Jesus,

Library References.
PARABLE OF THE TARE! Trench, Par-
ables of Our Lord, page 86, Nevin, Par-
ables of Jesus, page Dods, Parables of

Our Lord, first series, page 25. Arnot,
Parables of Our Lord, page Th. Guohel,
Parables of Jesus, page 57. Bruce, Para-

bolic Teaching of Christ, page 42, daylor,
"uruhlv'x of Our Naviour, page Knight,
Bible Plants and Animals, page 47. Groser,

es 162-166,
D.—Bruce,
page 5,
Arnot,
Fou

Nervipture Natural History, pag

PARABLE OF THE MUSTARD SE
Parabolic Teaching of Christ,
Gaebel, Parables of Jesus, page 93,
Parables of Our Lord, page 101,
Christ the Non of God, vol. i, page 305,
lor, Parables of Our Saviour, page H4. 1)
Parables of Our Lord, first series, page 45,
Nevin, Parables of Jesus, page T1.  Trench,
Parables of Our Lord, page 107,

PARABLE OF THE LEAVEN.—Arnot, Para-
bles of Our Lord, page 111. Gabel, Para-
bles of Jesus, page 99. Trench, Parables
of Our Lord, page 114, Bruce, Parabolic
Teaching of Christ, page 106. Dods, Para-
bles of Our Lord, first series, page (7.
Nevin, Parables of Jesus, page 83,

Freeman's Haxppook : Ver, Wicked:
ness at night Ver. 33, Bread mak
11; leaven, G6

SERMONS ON THE LESSON,

Verse 24.—The Homiletic Monthly, vol
v, page 441. Wiseman, Sermons on Moral
Subjects, page 303, The Homiletic Re rview,
vol. xxxvii, page 4
Verse 27.—The Preacher’s Magazine, 1895,

page T3.

Verse 30.—The Homiletic Review, vol

May 27.]

xvi. page |
pag 397,
Verse 3]
sxxvii, pag
page 201,
3T,
Verse 33,

page 546,
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xvi. page 51,
pag» 397,

Verse 31.—7'he Homiletie
xxxvii, page 453, Olin, 8.,
page 201,
31T,

Verse 33.—Hare, A W, Nermons, page
180, Lewis, Mystic Necret, page 225, Mac.
millan, Hugh, Two Worlds Are Ours, page
153, The Homiletie Review, yo), XXXVii,
page 546,

Disney, I Sermons, vol, ii,

Review, vol,
Works, vol. j,
Disney, J., Sermons, vol, jy, page

Blackboard,

WHEAT
Lt

\WEEDS
W WHAT Wil

__HARVEST BE>

THE

) T Y
xiﬁD £~ y|

and Pmy

In this world the good must mingle with
the bad, the righteous with the wicked, the
wheat with the weeds ; but when the Son of
wan shall come in his lu'n\'«nly kingdom the
wheat will be finally Separated from the
tares, and while the good will he garnered,
the bad will he burned. We peeq to watch
and pray, lest in an unguarded hour the
enemy in our heartg the seeds of an
evil life, and in the end we be found unfit to
e numbered with the children of the king-
‘om.

sow

——

Thoughts for the Quiet Hour,

=We like to fing fault ourselves ; but we
e never attracted to another man who finds
fault—Faper,

Self-love makes us blind towarq our-
selves and sharp-sighted toward the actions
o others,— Gossner,

=All we want in Christ we shall find in
t.If we want little, we shall find lit-
if we want much, we shall fing much ;
and if, in utter lu-lplvsnnvsu. we cast our gJ1
on Christ, ho will be to us the whole treasury
Whipple.

Chri
tle;

of Go,-
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—Faith evermore overlooks the difficulties
of the way, and bends hep eyes only to the
eud.ﬁlﬁulmll Hall,

—Christian fajty is a grand cathedral
with dimly pictured windows, Standing
without, you ¢an see no glory, pop can pos-
sibly imagine any; standing within, every
ray of light reveals g harmony of unspeaka-
ble uph-udurs.—lluu'llmrm'.

—Christian  lives should pe illustrated
copies of the Gospel. We are meant to he
object lessons to the world of what God can
do for sinfyl souls.—MeLaren,

—The vyery gleanings of those mercieg
which God’s people have are better than the
whole vintage of the whole \\'orld.—('uryl.

—There is no sense in always tel«-grnphing
to heaven fop God to send g cargo of bless-
ing unless we are at the wharf to unload
the vesse] when it comes.—Weyer,

—Those who desire that others should
look upon their infirmities with a com-
passionate eye must not look on the failings
of others witl censorious eve.—Burkitt,

————

Here angd There,

. Some months ago there was organized in
the eity of Edinhurgh. Scotland, a temperance
society, bearing the mystical letters of « g, 8.8,
the interpretation of which is the “‘Sober Scot
Society.” This society is about in the place
Where the early temperance societies of oup OWL
country were several Renerations ago; that isto
say, they are pledged not to total abstinence buy
to moderation, they pledge themselves to drink
no intoxicants befope noon ; not to drink except
at a meal ; not to treat their friends except at g
meal; and not to give drinks in return for sepy-
ices rendered, This is very good as far as jt
goes. Perhaps some day the “Sobep Scot So-
ciety " may tyke a step farther in the right di-
rection,

Question—* What relation are the
church and the Sunday-school 2

Answer—« Siamese Twing,”

The surgeong never dared to separate

the Siamese twins, lest it endanger the
life of both,

Would to God all church ang Sunday-
school officials were as wise and cautious!

ey
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| PRIMARY TEACHERS’ DEPARTMENT.

Suggestions for the Primary De-
partment.
An Envelope for Each Child, Some find
it convenient to provide for each member of
their class an envelope bearing his name,
This holds the offering, and is placed by the
¢hild on the table as he enters the room.
Much time is saved and confusion avoided
by this method,
It is an excellent plan to keep
a file of Quarterlies or lesson BaNNERS which
contain primary suggestions, They are profit-
able to look at * when the teacher does not know

Amununition,

what to do next.”

L Clock. Make the face of a clock on a
piece of bristol paper. Cut the hands from
the same material and cover them with black
paper, Hang the clock in the front of the
| room and point the hands to the hour at

which the scene of the lesson takes place,
‘ \ Handy Appliance. Stretch a strip of
muslin across the room. Pin to it anything
you wish to show the class, especially pic-
tures cut from old lesson helps, picture
charts, ete. Letters obtained from any
available source can be pinned thereon to
form words.
| A Children’s Choir.  An excellent way to
induce children to attend the preaching serv-
jce is to form them into a choir, Then
they will feel obliged to attend. They will
also receive instruction in music, learn many
wholesome hymns, and be a delight to the
audience ; for what is pleasanter to listen to
than the clear, fresh voices of children? An-
other important consideration is that such a
feature would settle the choir question,which
‘ is generally the most perplexing one in
church management, )
: A Report to the Parent. The teacher of
a class of children should send home once in
six or eight s written reports of the
child's attendance, deportment, lessons, and
collections, the same to be signed by parents
and brought back to the teacher. By reason
of this method parents will take more pains
to have their boys and girls have an excellent
record. They will also know whether the
money they have given their children has

we

been de-

gone into the collection bLasket or
machine

posited in some nickel-in-the-slot
which they were obliged to pass on the way
to the school.

(C'ards, The tiny picture cards
the thing to give as a means of encours
One is given out each Sahbatl;,

are just

attendance,

and after the children have a ce num
ber they change them for a large This
method reminds us of one that has beey
made use of in India. Here the Sunda

school children are given attendance cards
The then take them back in ex
change for toys. A little Mohammedan girl,
noticing the love that is thus manifested to
the children of the Christian school, said |
like your Jesus because he loves little girls
Our Mohammed does not.”
Nerapbooks.  Teachers who
classes can make for their scholars attractive
serapbooks in which to preserve their pie-
These can he made of pink cam-

teachers

have small

ture cards,
bric muslin, cut into pieces twenty
twelve. Use fourteen or sixteen of these to
a book. After pinking the edges stitcl
these together on the machine. The chil
dren should be instructed how to place thei
cards in their books, floar paste being pref
erable for an adherent.

For a Home Missionary Have
a hox in which the children can place cards
papers, hooks, toys. ete., which they wish to
donate such as have less than they
themselves, This box can be opened at cer
tain times and its contents sent to hospitals
for the children’s ward, or given to deacon-
esses to distribute among needy children,

nches by

Nession,

to

The Selection of Songs for &

Primary Class.
BY JOSEPHINE L. BALDWIN,
Part 1.—The Words.

IN considering this subject we have two
factors to study which are of almost equa
importance—the words and the music. The
marvelous growth of the kindergarten in the
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secular field, anq its sturdy maintenance of Those words are
the trath that only the best is good enough
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lll)l'l)ll'l(i‘l”,\' simple

enough for Young children o understand, fop
for the very litt]e children, hag had a marked they would not be trouhleq by the impossible
and most advantageons effect on an depart- lheulul:y involved ; but the sentiment ex.
ments of Primary Sunday sclioo] work, but bressed is pot one that any healthy chilg
on none more than that of music, A few  cap make his own, In fact

+ We do not wigh
Years ago the primary Sunday school teacher i to do so. Oqp desir

¢ is that the result
le- had a very smaj) stock of songs from which of our brecept in hotpy Song and speech shall
ne to choose, and many of these we 80 baby-  moye him to accept Christ gg his Saviour,
ay ish and inane thyt even the smallest of the  ang to wish to be of Some use in this wop)q,
children rebelled when askeq to sing them, It is not irreligions to hn]w.lhul his days
15t Now the Quantity js suflicient to allow an iy- “may he long in the land,” and if he hag fol-
ng telligent selection, anqg the quality vapjes lowed Christian teaching, his crown ang
h, enough to make it more than evep necessary place in (e life to come will e assured,
m that judgment should not abdicate ey throne Many nature songs gpre being put forth ag
\is at the call of g pretty tune op an attractive suitable fop Sunday school which contain no
en Jingle of words,

lesson, and qo ot connect the natural anq
) The words, because they convey the mope

the spiritual, hyt remain entirely iy the
Is. distinet meaning to the child’s mind, need to lower realm, Some teachers yge them anq
N he most carefully Serutinized, and to Iy vindicate the use hy saying that the applica.
rl, value they shoulq meet these three ¢ tion to things spiritug] can be made in teach-
to tions ; ing, ang that children insrinn-li\'e-ly look
o 1. They must be simple enough for )0 through nature up to nature’s (3od, Neithep
1 child with his limited range of experiences to of these theories will be founaq II'HNH\'OI'HI.\'.
comprehend, especially i their referenceg To throw the great Dower of melody and
all 10 material things, rhythm op the side of the natural, anq expect
o 2. They must exXpress some sentiment that a child to remember anything ahoyt the spip.
. a child can truthfully utter as |is own, itual whicn it illllsn'nlos, O expect a smal)
e 3. They must contain jdeas of sufficient sailboat, beating against the wind ang tide, .
by mportance  for 4 conscientiong Sunday ¢, keep pace with an ocean Steamship, Oy
to school teacher to he willing to take the time the othey hand, if the application jg fitted to
oh 10 teach them, knowing that the child win the same tune, the chilg
!

will sing the one if
ther, for they are

gether Ly laws which gover,
In a heay- operations,

remember them long after pe has forgotten he does the o
much that g acquired Jatep in life,

welded to.
To illustrate the first condition :

n al his mentq)

tiful harvest hymn for little children g An ilhmn';niun of this point ig found in a
Ve found this verge : Yery heautiful fq)y song, ature's  Ggog
Is. Night,” which hag but this one yepse
‘0 “Hill ang valley richly praise Him
ey

With their yiolq A hundredfolq, louds of gray are in the sky.
Clothing with redeeming glory Flocks of birds are Dassing Iy,
Fields that else were bare and colg,» Trees now dressed in fadeq brown
Send thejy leaves g1y rustling
the form of ey. Little flow'retg downwarq ¢
es lncks simplie-  Nod thejp drowsy heas
% though the idea is simple anq could Al the world must say,
a easily he expressed iy g way that the small- Tl sprin
St child eoulq understand,
I, nder the second rule tnkn' that h.'”"" In teaching (hj -\‘umluy school teacher
which some Years ago had the field of jyye. ,
nile Sunday school song Practically to itself : could spenk of the lwn.n-nly Father who
cares for the flowers while they sleep, ang
tell how he cares for the children every night
“T want to he an angel, when they are asleep, hut unless ghe can do

And with the angels stand ; more than thig such a natype Song, with no
A crown upon my forehead, should never he

A harp within my hand,” But witp this

down,
reep,

Not only the words, hut
Iression of the Jagt two lin and sleep,

‘Good night*

& comes hack with sunshine bright,»

hint of (e Creator in it,
taught ip Sunduy school,
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verse added it will teach a very comforting
lesson to little folks, who often, through un-
wise home treatment, regarvd the darkness
of the night with fear and dread:

“When the sun sinks in the west
Sleepy children go to rest;

Darkness deepens, starlight gleams—
Sound their slumber, sweet their d
God, our Father, watch will keep
O'er the children while they sleep,
Keep them safe all through the night,

Till dawn brings back the morning light.”

Any teacher who believes that small chil-
dren instinctively seek the great Giver of
“every good gift and every perfect gift" be-
yond the forces of nature, and who trusts
them to find him in that way, will undoubt-
edly have the experience which met one such
last fall. She had been giving what she con-
sidered suitable nature teachings, supple-
mented by songs of the same sort; but when
she questioned her children about the source
of the grains and the fruits before Thanks-
giving, expecting them to say that all bless-
ings of the harvest time are from God, the
only reply she could get “Mother
Earth.” She had been conscientious in fol-
lowing a theory which she believed to be
true, but was shocked at the result, and
made haste to revise her methods,

was,

It is quite natural that in our joy at find-
ing so much that is helpful for our work in
the kindergmrten field we should grasp too
eagerly and without sufficiently careful seru-
tiny. In day schools generally facts are
taught for their own sake, and ethical in-
struction is necessarily incidental.  While it
is true that in Froebel's system the building
of character is the great aim, the point of
view is of necessity very different from that
of an exponent of the Christian religion.
The kindergarten teacher cannot always, or
even generally, use facts and phenomena as
steps to lead the child from the known ex-
perience to the unknown spiritual truth.
This the Sunday school teacher must always
do. Tor this purpose nature may he used in
our songs, and there is nothing better be-
cause nothing more like the teaching of the
greatest of all teachers: but we must re-
member that if our teaching stops halfway,
the thought of the children will not go any
higher,

SUNDAY SCHOOL BAl
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Teach Gratitude,

BY REV, E. A. RAND,

GRATITUDE is a ladder with two rounds
to feel thankful and to say so. It is a good
time of the year, with its brimming fulluess,
to teach children to be grateful to God and
to tell him of their gratitude, If real and
full, it can hardly do otherwise than seck ex-

5 A fountain pours. And this ap-
preciativeness that is spoken is a center of
rave, rich influences, It is true that we
ought to be able to do our work for the sake
of doing it, but it is like bread to a hungry
man to find a soul that appreciates yonr
work and acknowledges it. Educate chii
dren to be appreciative. Teach them to le
grateful. Teach them something beyond
gilent gratitude. Tell them to say, “Thank
vou.” Those two words in daily life are like
dew to the flower. It is a beautiful quality
in any life when there is appreciativeness
that has a tongue, It is told of Bismarck
that he said, when dying—and they were his
last words to his daughter, wiping the per-
spiration from his head—*"I thank you, my
chidd,” Was it a beautiful expression of
character? It was something beyond that.
Its memory will minister solace to a needy
heart in a lonely hour. Teach children to
be grateful, to say, “Thank you,” to thank
Father in heaven, and to all upon the earth

Write higher figures on gratitude. En-
courage everything in the Sunday school
teaching a child to be grateful. Tt is a mark
of a fine-grained nature when, opposite to a
kindness done, there is a corresponding ap-
preciativeness in the one eiving the favor

How the Psalms are like cups
with gratitude One reason why God must
have loved David was because he could say
so heartily, “Bless the Lord, O my soul!”
It shows a nice sense of what is due when
one says, appreciatively, “Thank yvou," The
case of a man discouragingly bad in many
things is always hopeful if he says, “Thauk
you." The soul that has no round of grati-
tude in its ladder is not going up, vut down
The child, on the other hand, that shows the
appr iveness which we call gratitude al
ways stands on a stair of hope. TLet us make
much of days and seasons bringing to a child
an atmosphere in which the grateful senti-
ment is helped to better growth. Teach
thankfulness, Tell the child to say, “Thatk
yvou." Let its prayers be mus! | with such
sweet notes. (iod, as the source of Dless:
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ing, will come before (he grateful little
The child looks u;) into a Father's
face and hears a Fathey's voice of loye,

———

A Sunday School Post Office,

BY ALICE May DOUGLAS,

How many have been led to Christ becanse of
letters containing some word of Christian coun-
sel. If children are taught to write such letters
when young, they will be very likely to continue
to do 0 when older, Such teaching may be best
accomplished by means of a Sunday schoo] post
oftice. Place in one corner of the room a wooden
box, neatly painted anq containing the words
‘Sunday School Mail, " ]lu\'oanopcninpzsimilnr
to the one in the reql mail boxes, Distribute
paper and envelopes to all who wish to write, and
instruct them to choose one of their classmates,
4s a correspondent, This done, tel] each to write
aletter in which incidents learned from the pas-
tor during his sermon, or from the teacher dup-
ing the lesson, are given, to properly address it
and bring it the next Sunday to be dropped into
the box, If desired, fancy wafers may be placed
on the envelopes, At the close of the session
1 some one for bostmaster to open the mail
and announce the letters, also g mail carrier fop
eachaisle to deliver them,

INTERNATIONAL BisLE LEssons,
SECOND QUARTER.

LESSON v, (May 6.)
JESUS WARNING AND INVITING. Matt,
11. 20-30,

GOLDEN TEXT : *( ‘ome unto me, all ye that
labor and are heavy laden, and 1 will give
You rest.”  Matt, 11, 28,

Primary Notes,
BY JULIA 1. Jonxsroy,

Iulrmllu'!url/.
With me on g thought
Jjourney ang look with
the eyes of Your mind,
and I win show you
something that hag a
lesson in i, Do you
See, as you do when
Your eves are ghut and
You think of things, this great water, stretch-

Come

ing out farthep than we can gpe? How the
Waves tumbhle about and dash upon the
shore !

But over this great ocean of water
the ships #0 sailing, sailing to far countries,
Where the water is deep enough so that the

J09

ships do not strike against the rocks it is
safe for them (o 80: but in some places the
bed of the ocean is covepe( by sharp rocks
that woulq break a hoat 10 pieces if the bot-
tom struck them, The vessel must keep out
of the way of these rocks : but they are hid-
den under water, and cannot he seen,  How
shall the groat ships go safely ¥ Why, those
who know where the yocks are build some-
thing tall ang high, with g place at the top
for hig lamps or lanterns, and every night
these lights shine out gyep the dark water,
and those on the ships can see them, We
call a house wity lights a lighthouse, and a
lighthouse s built upon a dangerons place,
When the & ilors see the lights they do not
B0 near them, fop the lights do not sy,
“Come this wa L but, “Keep away." Thege
lights are warnings, We warn  people
against doing Wrong or going into danger,
We say, “Don’t,” or, “Be careful,” o, “Look
out,”

In this lesson Josus gives us two things,
and the first jg g warning which shows what
We must not do, e spoke to some cities that
needed to he tolq where theiy danger lay, and
we need to hear and to heed the same thing,

The warning. The Saviour said to the
cities of Chorazin ang Bethsaida and Capep-
nanm [see map] that they had haq a won-
derful chance to know what they ought to
do, for he had done many mighty works in
them, showing them that he was the Son of
God, They ought to have been sorry for
their sins, and have turned away from them
to follow Jesys, They had not done so, Lt
went on in theip wicked ways as if Jesyg had
not shown them the true path.  He saiq it
would be much worse for them than for othep
cities—Type and  Sidon ang Sodom——that
had not had the help and the light which
had been given to Bethsaida ang Capernaum,

Suppose two Dersons set out upop a dark
and dangerous road, at different times, and
one of them had » bright light given him to
show him the way, and the gthep had none
at all.  Suppose that both travelers Jost
their way, which would pe most to blame—
the one who carried a light, but did not look
to see where |e was going and diq not use
his light, or the one without any, who stum-
bled on in the dark? Of course the one with
the light would be to hlame for not using it,
Now, Jesus our Lord gives us light, Jfe

gives us his word to show us what to do and
how to walk in the right way, followinx him
to heaven,

There are many people who have
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not even heard of Jesus, and have no light
such as we have. If we do wrong when we
know the right so well, are we not much
worse than those who do not kunow it as
we do?

Then this warning is for us. We must be
certain to use the light we have to do what
we know. Watch, be careful, keep away
from the wrong, for you know where it is.

The invitation. A poor, hungry, dis-
tressed, homeless man once came upon a
peauntiful house, with wide-open doors, over
which the words “Welcome All” were shin-
ing in electric lights. “Then I am wel-
come,” he said, and he accepted the invita-
tion and went in. He was welcome, and was
cared for and made comfortable.

Jesus gives an invitation in this lesson.
He says, “Come unto me.” There are tired
and troubled people everywhere, and if you
are not now, you will be, and will want rest
and peace. Jesus says he will give it. We
all want rest from sin in our hearts. Jesus
bids us do four things: first, come to him;
second, take his yoke, which means that we
must live and walk and work with him, as
two oxen who are yoked together for work
go together; third, learn of him; and last,
find rest.

Jesus's yoke is easy. It is sin that
makes things hard. You are glad when you
do right and sorry when you sin.

Jesus invites the children now, before they
are old and tired and troubled. O, come
now !

On our circle of blessing we will write

“Rest."”

(HyroReN

his friends. Ye are my friends, if ye do
whatsoever I command you.” John 15, 13, 14,

Have you a friend whom you meet every
day at school? And you? And you? Io
you love to have an intimate friend of your
very own? Do you like to receive invita.
tions to visit your friend? Why? Do you
ever want to be separated from him? Why
not? How do you treat your best friend?
In this informal talk with the children they
will tell of the peculiar, quaint, and alto-
gether childlike attentions which they lavish
on their friend, They assure us that they
must be kind and polite, or their friend will
want to play with somebody else. If the
teacher is in close sympathy, they are likely
to tell of sad experiences in the loss of
friends, “He moved away.” “He wouldn't
play with me any mor “Ile died and
went to heaven,” There are cases here of
keen enjoyment in a friend's love. There
are cases of loneliness from the loss of a
friend by death. The saddest case is that
of the child whose friend proved faithless.
[Unless this latter is actual experience, do
not even suggest that there is such a thing as
a faithless friend.]

Our parallel lesson is to teach that Jesus
Christ asks us to let him be our very closest
Friend, He asks that we will never sepa-
rate ourselves from him. When we are hap-
py in the companionship of an earthly friend
we sometimes grow careless and fo
the invitation of our heavenly Friend
is when we are loneliest that we are more
apt to think of the Friend who never
l'lli”l).'".i. never leaves us, never f{)l'ﬂi'l\ s,
| Teach, “We love him because he first loved
us.”] He asks to stay with us in happy
times and in troublous times, His friend-
ship is like mother's friendship—stronger
even, and deeper. “I would gather you"
says Jesus, “as a hen gathers her chickens
under her wings.” Iow can we measure
the tenderness and kindness of our heavenly
Friend? As high as the heaven is above the
earth. How can we measure his love?
“Greater love hath no man than this” et
We recall this thought always with the
thought of our Easter lesson, teaching that
Jesus rose again from the dead.

We recall something of the lesson on the
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thoughts and let him come in, We can fol-
low him always when we keep so close to
lum that he tells us which way to go.

If our dearest Friend is standing outside
the door of our thoughts because we refuse
to open it for him, we are lonely indeed, for
we separate ourselves from him, He waits
patiently for us to open wide the door,

To have Jesus in our thoughts is like
laving a bright light shining in our house,
We sing, “Jesus bids us shine with a clear,
pure light.”

Once our door is open wide to him, and he
comes in to stay with us, he fills our thoughts
with such brightness that the light shines
out to friendless, lonely children,

We ask Jesus to come in and stay with
us. He fills our thoughts with such love
that we ask: “Where are the lonely and
friendless children? We would share with
the friendless this heavenly Friend.”

LESSON VII. (May 13.)
JESUS AT THE PHARISEE’S HOUSE,
Luke 7. 36-50.
GOLDEN  TEXT: “Thy faith hath saved
thee,”  Luke 7. 50,

Primary Notes,

Introductory, We will
write on our circle of
blessing the word “Grat-
itude.”  What is it to
be grateful or to have
gratitude? Thankfulness
is  anothe word  for
gratitude. You know how
you feel when thankful,
don’t you? When some one gives you a pres-
“nt, when some one does something to make
vou happy, you have a feeling of gladness and
love in your heart, and You want to say
“Thank you" to the one who has made you
happy.  Gratitude is a happy feeling itself,
If we take things without being thankful,
and if we are careless and unkind and do
not treat our friends well after they have
done so much for us, we cannot have happy
bearts ourselyes,

If some one should speak a pleasant word
fo you, of course vou would like it and would
he grateful, but if some one should give you
& hundred dollars, or take you on a long
journey, or do something that costs much
trouble and much money, you would he more
erateful for the hig thing than for the little
thing, wouldn't you?

Our lesson story to-day tells about one
who had very much to be thankful for, and
she was very full of loving gratitude be-
cause of it,

What happened at the Pharisee's house,
The title of the lesson is, “Jesus at the Phari-
see's House.” We want to know what hap-
pened there, A Pharisee is a proud man
who thinks much of himself, In those days
the Pharisees really knew a great deal, but
they were so proud of it that this spoiled it
all.  One of these men invited Jesus to eat
at his house one day, and when the Saviour
went in and sat down at the table something
strange happened, A poor womarn who had
been doing wrong and felt that she was a
great sinner and needed to be saved heard
where Jesus was, and went to find him, She
took with her a precious box filled with
sweet ointment, such as was used in those
days to put upon the body and give out g
pleasant smell, just as we use cologne some-
times now,

To show her love for Jesus, who was able
to save her, the woman poured this on his
feet as she stood behind him weeping for hep
sins, and bending down, she wiped the feet
with her long hai: before making them sweet
with the ointment, The proud Fharisee saw
it all, but was not pleased. He said to him-
self that if Jesus knew everything, he would
know that a sinful woman was doing this to
him, and would not have allowed her to
touch him. He did not need to speak aloud,
Jesus heard his thoughts and answered them,

The story Jesus told.  Christ answered
by a story. Ie said to the man, “Simon,
I have somewhat to WY unto thee,” and
Simon said, “Say on.” Then Jesus told of
two men who owed some money,  One owed
five iundred pence, and the other fifty. Pen-
nies in those days were worth more than our
cents, and would buy more, Five hundred
bence meant a large debt, and fifty was large
enough, But the man to whom these two
owed the money, when he found that neither
had anything to pay, forgave both, and said
they need pay nothing at all, “Whjch man
loved most?" asked Jesus, and Simon said,
of course, the one that was forgiven most,
Then the Lord spoke about the poor woman,
who had many sins to be forgiven and who
loved much, and was very thankful indeed
for the great gift of forgiveness, Turning
to her, he said, lovingly, ‘Thy sins are for-
given thee.” When all wondered at that he
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said again, “Thy faith hath saved thee; go
in peace,”

Showing gratitude, 'We know how to
show thankfulness to kind and loving friends,
but how shall we show it to Jesus, who has
given his life for us What did the woman
do? She was sorry she had ever sinned
against such a siour, Ier tears showed
it, but tears are worth nothing unless they
mean that we are so sorry that we will do so
no more, This woman's tears meant this,
Then she brought what she had and did what
she covid for Jesus. When he told her she
was forgiven she believed him, It is very
ungrateful to doubt the word of one who has
done much for us. Let us do these things.
Let us be sorry we ever sinned against the
loving Saviour; let us come close to him,
give him our hearts, our love, and all we are;
lot us do all we can to please him, and let us
take him at his word,

\ “Am\l

{Ei«

SHE LOVED MUCH

Sub-Primary Hints.

GorpEN TEXT: “I will confess my trans-
gressions (sins) unto the Lord.” P'sa. 32,
5. “If we confess our sins, he is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 1 John
1.9

Lesson theme: If we are truly sorry for
our sin and make confession, the Lord will
forgive. To he forgiven is to be treated as
though we had not sinned. To repent is to
be so sorry that we will never do that wrong
again, Illustration hints: John behaves
very well while his mother's eye is upon him,
When he thinks he will not be found out he
js cruel to his brothers and sisters. Some-
times he is found out and punished. Then
he is sorry about the punishment, and deter-
mines never to do wrong again except when
he is sure he will not be found out. Is this
repentance ?

Teach the meaning of the word by its 1w
in this illustration and the next. The meay
ing of the word “forgiveness” is brought out
in our second illustration, given here merely
in barest outline,

A little child strays away just as night is
falling. He has been forbidden to go out-
side the gate. He chases fireflies across the
field to the woods. Night comes on, and |e
cannot find the way home. The story g
on to show that the child was naughty, los,
sorry (repentant). The mother seeks (e
lost, finds, forgives, loves with all her heart,

Our parallel lesson shows that the Lo
feels toward us as that mother felt toward
her disobedient and rvepentant child. *AJ)
we like sheep have gone astray.” Tl
Lord is our shepherd. He will bring us
back to the fold when we have strayed into
paths of wrongdoing: but not unless we
want to come. Our Bible lesson story tells
us of a man who appeared to be good in the
sight of men, just as Joha was good while
mother's eye was upon him; but the man
was really selfish and cold-hearted, not car-
ing to be better, Our story also tells us
of a sinner who felt herself lost, but wanted
to come to the Lord and be forgiver pud
loved.

LESSON STORY.

Jesus was invited to dine at Simon's house,
Simon, the man who seemed to he good
In that country any passer-by could look on
at a feast whether invited or not. Let us
join the people who are standing in the door
to watch the feast. We motice that as
the guests come in they all take off their
sandals [showing picture]. Jesus takes of
his sandals with the others. This is always
the polite thing to do on entering a house in
that country. We notice that Simon is not
kind or polite to his heavenly guest. Tle
fails to give him the kiss of welcome and to
offer him water for his dusty feet, which is
always the kind and polite thing to do in
that hot country. Simon shows no love for
his heavenly guest. ITe probably invited
him because he wanted to see a man who
could open the eyes of the ——, heal the
———, and raise the dead to v

Here is a woman pushing her way among
the lookers-on who are standing in the door.
She wears on her neck a beautiful and cost:
Iy little vase full of rare and sweet perfume,
and carved out of a stone like this [showing
specimen of alabaster]. This woman has
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been so wicked that nobody loves her, She
s traly sorry. [Let the children suggest the
word pentance.”]  Simon, who is not at
all sorry for his pride and selfishness, and
cares not to be any better, looks darkly on
this uninvited guest, and grumbles at the
mterruption, [ After describing the scene of
the anointing in the simplest  words—the
words of our text in verse 38] : How did the
mother treat her child who was lost through
lis disobedience? Wil Jesus speak coldly and
severely to this sinner who had strayed far
away in forhidden paths of wrongdoing ?
How will Jesus feel toward any and all
of us, and what will he say to us when we
are as bad as bad can be, 'tare sorry and
crying to him for his forgiveness and love?

LESSON vIII1. (May 20.)

PARABLE OF THE SOWER. Matt, 13,
1-8, 18-23,

GOLDEN TEXT: “The seed is the word of
God,"  Luke 8, 11,

Primary Notes,

Introductory, How
many have ever heen in
the country? Have you
PVer seen a flll'"l(‘l' Sow-
ing seed? Have you seen
him with a bag or basket
of wheat on his arm scat-
ter the handfuls care-
fully over the ground?
After sowing wheat what would he expect
10 grow? Wheat, of course, Would it
make a difference with the harvest whether
he sowed good seed or poor seed?  You know
it would, But something else makes a dif-
ference, and that is the kind of soil. If the
ground is poor, full of sand or stones, or not
well plowed and made soft and smooth, then
even the hest seed may not bring forth a
good harvest,

In this lesson to-day Jesus tells us the
story of a sower who went out to sow., [Ie
had with him Jjust one kind of seed, and it
was the very hest, but it did not grow alike
in all the places where he scattered jt. The
difference was in the ground where it fell,
We will learn about the

Four kinds of soil, The first seed that
Was sown fell upon the wayside, which was
hard ang smooth from the tread of many
feet that passed over it, If you should drop

seed on a garden path or on the sidewalk,
You would hardly expect it to find its way
down into the ground, This seed did not.
The birds came and ate it up, so there was
no harvest from that,

The next seed foll upon ground that was
stony underneath, with a thin covering of
th on the top. The seed went down under

cover, but not far, for it struck the rock.
Then, as it had not far to come up, it soon
sprouted and lifted up the green heads above
ground., But there Was no room for the
roots to go down and suck up food for the
plants, and this wheat soon withered away
under the hot sun when it rose and shone,
There was stalk, but no root, and that wheat
brought forth no harvest,

Some other seed fell upon ground that
was good enough, hut there was other seed
in it first, and the thorn seed grew up so fast
that the thorns choked the good seed before
it had a chance to grow and ripen, and there
was no harvest here either,

But there was good ground somewhere,
and it, too, was sowed with the same seed.
Here the ground was soft and deep enough
and not choked with thorns, and the good
seed grew, and at the harvest time there were
thirty, sixty, even a hundred times as much
as was scattered at first,

Heart soil.  Josus never told a pretty
story just to please people, e always
taught a lesson, and from this story he
taught a lesson about hearts and hearers,
There are hearts—are there any here to-day?
—that are just like a hard, beaten path.
When anything good is dropped they do not
take it in and let it grow, but allow it to be
caught up and carried away by such birds
as play, pleasure, T forgot, T don't care, and
I am busy. There are hearts that take
in the Sunday lessons at once and say, “I
will do these things,” but they don't mean
it, and as soon as it seems hard to do, away
goes all the trying, There are other hearts
so filled up with selfishness and sin and
wrong thoughts and had tempers that there
is no room for anything good. It all gets
choked out. Any hearts of this kind here to-
day?

But there are hearts that are ready for
good things, all soft and ready, with what
is bad and hard like stones and thorns all
taken out, and in these hearts the good seed
grows. How many such are there here?

The seed. 1In the Golden Text we have
the kind of seed sown, and we will write the

i



T e TS Lol T S WY e

314 SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

word on our circle of blessing, for O, how
precious is this seed, the word of Christ!
He gives it in the Bible. The ministers
scatter it as they preach. Your Sunday school
teacher scatters it in teaching the lesson.
Your pretty cards carry it in the text on
them, and when you read the Bible or hear
it read anywhere, any time, then the good
seed, always good, is being sown. We will
make on the board the four kinds of soil in
the lesson. Now, which is a picture of your
heart?

Do you think any piece of ground could
get itself ready for seed, make itself soft,
cast out stones and thorns, and do every-
thing needful itself? Never, never, The
farmer does that for the ground, and Jesus
must do it for our hearts. But does the
ground refuse to be made ready? No, it can-
not. But our hearts are different. They
can refuse or they can let Jesus make them
ready and put in the seed. O, let him, just
now !

v 2T E(,SEE'D IS TnEIWO'@

Sub-Primary Hints,

GorLpeEN TeExT: “Lift up your eyes, and
look on the fields : for they are white already
to harvest.” John 4. “W Immmwr a
man soweth, that shall Iu- also reap.” Gal.
6. 7.

The teacher needs to plan for this lesson
several weeks heforehand. A lesson on fig-
urative seed-sowing (“the seed is the word™)
can be more effectively tanght when we have
given the children a little experience, and
have allowed them to make a few experi-
ments in literal seed-sowing. It is the sea-
son when they are beginning to set out their
own little gardens with all sorts of odds and
ends in the way of rootless plants, twigs, and
seeds. They are learning more about the
laws of growth by these experiments than
words could teach them. We anticipate this

lesson by several weeks, and give the chil-
dren peas (because they grow so quickly) to
plant in pots, setting the pots in our win-
dows. We have glasses of water, each over-
laid with cotton wool, on which the children
set out common beans. These grow quickly,
and make a good showing of stem, roots, and
leaves in a few days, and in plenty of time
for our lesson about the sower who went
forth to sow.

Meanwhile the children are beginning to
note results of their experiments at garden-
ing in their secular kindergartens and at
home. Their rootless plants will not grow,
Their seeds are hurt when they are dug up
for examination, and their harvest promises
to be alike in kind to the seed sown.

We talk to them about giving the seed all
that it needs to make it grow (fulfilling con-
ditions of growth), and then leaving it in
God's care. What makes it grow? Sup-
pose the seed has no life, would earth, sun-
shine, and rain make it grow? Could you
hurry its growth by pulling at it? Who
gives it its tiny spark of life?

We give each child a kernel of Indian corn
which has been soaked over night. The chil-
dren notice that it has a plain and a fig-
ured side, With their finger nails they pry
out the “little round lump"” (embryo) in its
figured side. Tere is its very life center.
God put the spark of life in this tiny round
thing. If we plant our handful of corn,
what will the harvest be? Alike in kind,
but wonderfully large in proportion to the
handful of seed sown. We learn our text:
“Whatsoever a man soweth,” etc. Seeds are
like the word of God. When we plant the
Golden Rule in the soul what will the har-
vest bhe? Unselfishness, peace, love, joy.

Practical illustrations like this can he car
ried out by using texts which teach s
service, These texts should be fami
the class. Several points to keep before the
class in making our parallel lesson. Gol
gives the seed and his word the spark of
life. The seed must have favorable condi-
tions and, apparently, a waiting time
The seed will have a harvest time when we
shall gather whatsoever we have sown.

Jesus, while in his boat, told a picture
story to the people on the shore. While
they listened they could see a man at work
in the fields sowing seed. We show a pic
ture illustrating our parable, and tell the
story in few words. We keep these thoughts
of likeness and difference in mind: The seed
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is good ; it is full of life, The word is good :
it is full of life, The sower is like the Son
of God. The seed is like the word,

Some seeds fell in the trodden path.
Hungry birds ate them. Some fell on the
rocks where the earth was thin. They grew
up 8o quickly that the sun scorched them,
and they starved for want of earth. Some
fell among thorny weeds, which crowded
them to death. Some fell on good ground,
and brought forth a large harvest, “What
does this story mean?" asked the disciples,

The seeds which fell in the path are like
the word to one who hears it without under-
standing.  Wicked thoughts, like hungry
birds, catch away the good word. The seeds
which fell on the rocks are like the word to
one who hears it gladly, but has no patience
of faithfulness to obey it when trouble
comes, The seeds which fell among thorny
weeds are like the word to one who hears it
and allows other things to crowd it out of
the thoughts, The seeds Sown on good ground
are like the word to one who hears and al-
ways obeys.  What will the harvest he?

Where is our Lord (who is like the sower)
to sow the word (which is like the seed) ?
In the soul. Who will help us to make the
soul fit to receive the word? What shall the
harvest be? The Golden Rule. Love to
God and neighbor, Obedience to parents,

What shall the harvest be when the word,
which is like the seed, is carried over the
ocean and sown in the souls of heathen chil-
dren?  How much seed-sowing is there for
us to do?

LESSON IX. (May 27.)

PARABLES OF THE KINGDOM. Matt,
13. 24-33.

GOLDEN TEXT: “The field is the world,”
Matt. 13, 38,

Primary Notes.

Introductory, Last

Sunday we had a lesson

ahout the sowing of

seed on trampled, hard,

wayside ground, where

it was lost, because

birds ate it; on stony

ground, where the

sprouts had tops, but no

roots ; on thorny ground, where there were
roots below, but no room for stalks above;
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and on good ground, where there were roots
and stalks, and a harvest many times larger
than the seed measured, To-day we haye
another of the Saviour's wonderful stories
taken from outdoors, It js a little different
from the last, and teaches another lesson,

Have any of You ever had a garden of
Your own? Who had a right to sow seed in
it? You had, to be sure. The owner has
the first and best right. But sometimes
those who have no right find a chance to sow
seed and do mischief. In this lesson we
have

Two kinds of sowing.
field in which the owner
but while men slept an enemy came and
sowed tares or troublesome weeds, The
servants were much troubled to find, when
the wheat came up, that there were tares
scattered all through the field too, and came
to tell the owner, in great distress, “Ap
enemy hath done this,” he said, and it was
true enough. No friend would do it. “Shall
We root out the tares? asked the servants,
The owner said no, for thay might pull up
the wheat at the same time, but hoth should
grow together till harvest time, and the reap-
ers should then gather the wheat into the
barn and gather the tares in bundles to he
burned,

The harvest time would show
which was good and which was bad,

A little seed and how it grew. Jesus told
another story about a mustard seed, the
smallest seed of all, which a man took and
planted in his field, It grew to be a tree S0
big that birds came and built in it,

Jesus tells us of a
sowed good wheat,

plainly

T'he lessons to be learned. These stories
are called “Parables of the Kingdom.” A
parable is a story with a meaning, with a
lesson in it, A kingdom is what jg ruled
over by a king. The land which makes hig
country is his kingdom, but, more than this,
the people who live in it make his kingdom.
Jesus's kingdom is made up of those who
love him and take him as their King. It is
called the kingdom of heaven because heaven
begins in the hearts of Jesus's children here,
and by and by they will go to he with him
there, He wanted to show what this king-
dom was like, and for this reason gave these
parables and told the meaning,

The first parable about the wheat and
tares means this: The great field is the
whole world, Jesus's children are the good
seed, and Satan is the enemy who sows had
seed, or tares, and these are those who obey
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Satan instead of Christ, They let the ene-
my into their hearts, and he makes them
unloving and disobedient to Christ, So in
this big world there are good and bad people
mixed up together like wheat and tares in a
field. But God only can see the hearts of
all, and can tell who is really good and who
is really bad. We have no right to say, for
we cannot truly know. We might say,
“This is a bad person who ought to he sent
away,” and in doing this we might make a
mistake and hurt some one who was trying
to be good. We must not manke up our
minds, but wait till the end of the world,
He will send the angels then to gather out
the good from the bad. That will he like
the harvest time, The harvest will then be
a great blessing, for the children of the king-
dom will go to be with the King. On our
circle of blessing we will write *I'he Har-
vest.”

Remember, we are not angels whose busi-
ness it is to take the good from the had. We
must not do this, but, instead, see that we
are like good seed in the great field ourselves,

The mustard seed story means that the
beginning of Jesus's kingdom on earth, when
he began with a few disciples, was so small
as to be like this little seed. As the seed grew
to be a tree, so his work grows, and the
number of those who love him keeps growing
and growing. As the birds built in the tree,
s0 everywhere people will find a place of rest
in this kingdom, and it will grow and spread
till it is the greatest kingdom in the world.
Do we belong? A little love and trust will
make a beginning, and he will make it grow.

Sub-Primary Hints,

GoLpEN TEXT: “Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.”
Matt, 6. 10. “For, behold, the kingdom of
God is within you.” Luke 17. 21, “And

there shall in no wise enter into it anything
that . . . maketh a lie.” Rev, 21, 27,

To speak of the kingdom of God intel-
ligibly to little children it will be necessary
for them to know the meaning of the words
“king” and “kingdom.” Do they know any-
thing about the Premier of their own jro.
vince, or have they knowledge of any territory
beyond their own village streets? If so, we
may, with some explanation, talk of “kings”
and “kingdom If the children are fresh
from the nursery, we may talk to them about
places and occasions made beautifui by the
ruling spirit of love and unselfishness. The
will and spirit of the Master carried out and
worked out among us will make the earth
like heaven.

Tell me about the pleasantest place you
were ever in. What made it pleasant? The
happiest time you ever had was—where”

The children will most naturally descrile
the activities rather than the place where
their “good time” was enjoyed. This is ex-
actly what we want them to do. Some un-
selfish soul had planned and supervised all
this for very love of the children. Activity
guided by love—this the keynote,

We want the children to feel this, because
they are apt to take whatever is provided for
their happiness as a matter of course and
with little thought of the source of their
pleasure, It is well to call their attention
to the unselfish effort made in their behalf
on the occasion named, not so much in this
instance to inspire gratitude as to inspire
them with the impulse to make a pleasant
time and a pleasant place for others.

Our underlying purpose is to teach the joy
of making a heaven on earth for our nearest
and dearest, and then with greater effort aud
sacrifice ching out to transform the lives
of those who have never yet had a glimpse
into heavenly places.

The children talk freely of their “good
times™ and of what they enjoyed in a “beau-
tiful place,” Suppose you had all been
quarreling and showing bad tempers. Would
not the “beautiful place” have seemed hate-
ful and dreary? If the ruling spirit of the
occasion was the love of host or hostess, let
the children feel it. Teach them that love
and unselfishness are strong and powerful to
make even the dreariest places beautiful.

We appear to drop the subject when we
ask the children to tell us what is the strong-
est thing they ever saw. They probably
name some fierce animal of the tropics. Yet
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the unseen winds of the desert, in which this
zreat creature roams, are stronger than he.
Who directs and controls the force of the
wind?

We speak of another unseen force—un-
selfish love. Directed and controlled by the
'd, it is the strongest thing we can name,
verybody wants to live in a beautiful
place and have a happy time. The old
prophets, long before Jesus came, knew per-
fectly that there could be no happy times for
God's children until they knew their Lord
One prophet grew quite discouraged, and he-
gan to think that the Lord had forgotten his
children,  Wickedness seemed to this prophet
the strongest thing in the world.  God cured
his discouragement by showing him some of
the strongest things in the world. A great
and strong wind tore the mountains, and
broke in pieces the rocks, “but the Lord
was not in the wind: and after the wind an
earthquake ; but the Lord was not in the
earthquake: and after the earthquake a
fire; but the Lord was not in the fire: and
after the fire a still small voice.” God him-
self was in the still small voice,

We describe the glories—such as the chil-
dren can appreciate—of the material king-
dom which the disciples expected for their
Lord. We repeat the parable of the grain
of mustard seed to show that the coming of
the kingdom is from small beginnings. The
way for the coming of the Lord to the very
ends of the earth is from such small begin-
nings as unselfish love in the souls of his
children, “The kingdom of God is within
you,

Whisper Songs for May.

SIXTH LESSON,
Hear the voice of Jesus,
Calling low and sweet :
“Come,” he cries, and bids you
Gather round his feet.

SEVENTH LESSON,
Hear the voice of Jesus,
Loving, low, and sweet 1
Speaking * Peace " to Mary,
Weeping at his feet.

EIGHTH LESSON,
Hear the voice of Jesus,
Listen as we read,
How the heavenly Sower
Sows the holy seed.

NINTH

Tear the voice of Jesus,
Is thy heart his field *
Then his word within thee

Will a harvest yield,

Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT,
Second Quarter,
Teacher. This is the day which the Lord
hath made :
Class. We will rejoice and be glad in it,
7. Let the children of Zion be Joyful in
their "7iog,
C. Serve the Lord with gladness,
T. Come before his presence with singing,
RECITATION (in concert ).
“The day we love best !
The brightest and best of the seven,
The pearl of the week, and the light of oue
way ;
We hold it a treasure, and count it a pleasure
To welcome its dawning and praise Him to-
day.”
SINGING (a familiar song of praise).
PRAYER (preceded by the following, softly
whispered after teacher) :
“Jesus, Master! yes, we love thee,
And, to prove our love, would lay
Fruit of lips which thou wilt open
At thy blessed feet to-day.”
OFFERING (with appropriate exercise),
MotioN Exercisg,
“One little mouth and tongue,
Sweet and true to be,
Two little eyes and ears
Ready, Lord, for thee,
[ Raise hands.]
“T'wo little feet and hands
[Hands outstretched,]
To do our Master’s will,
One little heart and soul
[Hands on heart.)
To love and praise him still,
“Five little soldiers,
Ready there they stand,
[Right hand raised, fingers spread.]
Ten little soldiers
To work at his command,
[Left hand raised.]
“Christ Jesus is our Captain,
[Hands on heart, looking up.]
We cheerfully obey ;
For all true Christian soldiers
Please Jesus every day.”

LESSON Tavenr,

Ecno Praver,

CLOSING EXERCISE (class, standing, forms a
“ring"—in small groups if class is
large. All sing) :

“Blest be the tie that binds
Our hearts in Christian love,”

S e e ———
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My Saviour and 1.

(As T turned and entered the house, such a sense of
loneliness came over me that for a moment I thought
1 must die the agony of it.  Just then 1 seemed
to hear a v say, ‘Do not feel so desolate! Jesus
is waiting in your room for you.")

He is waiting for me; I know he is there

As I wearily climb the long, winding
stair;

He is waiting above, in my lonely room,

'Mid the evening shadows and dark'ning
gloom,

And my feet have passed in through the
open door,

His arms are outstretched, his sweet
smile I see;

He says, “ Thou art weary ! child, come
unto me,

Come, tell me thy sorrows, thy pains
and thy fears,

Thy hopes unfulfilled through wearisome
years;

Though the story is old, and thou'st told
it before,

Yet 'twlll ease thy sad heéart to repeat
o'er and o'er,

To One who so loves thee, thy story of
grief—

For witness !
relfef,

Nuy, fear not to open thy sad soul to
me;

I was tempted, my child, in all points
like thee.”

I failed ne'er to give thee

So we let in the twilight, my Saviour
and I,

While the stars twinkle out {n the beau-
tiful sky;

We talked it all over—my pains and my

fears,

My hopes unfulfilled through wearisome
years;

Of duties neglected in gratitude shown

To a Friend who {8 love and mercy
alone—

Until self-convicted, I start, and would

fly;

But his soft hand restrains me : ‘ Fear
not, it is I;

And thou knowest my love; I freely
forgive,

Be strong! of good courage! I'll help
thee to live

Henceforth a life truer, more noble, and
pure;

Remember the promise to those who en-
dure.”

Some way, as we talk there, my sad
heart grows light,

And my sorrows seem naught, they fade
out of sight;

He strengthens and calms me,
soothes me to rest,

With my hand in his, my head on his
breast,

Like John the Beloved, who iay there
of old,

And, like him, I drink in such comfort
untold,

That life's woes all recede, clamours al)
cease,

Where his kind, tender smile fills my
soul with sweet peace; ¥

And the stars twinkle out on the beau-
tiful sky,

As we sit in the twilight—"“ My Saviour
and L”

and

Teaching a Child How to Give.

BY ALICE MAY DOUGLAS,

It has been said that children
taught at Sunday-school to receive
rather than to give. There is much
truth in this statement, but the evil can
be lessened in many ways. In the first
place, the children can be taught to look
upon the bringing of their offering as a
part of their devotion; as soon as it is
taken, the teacher should, in a brief
prayer, present it to God. The scholars
can also be given tithe-boxes in which to
gather additions to the missionary fund.
Flowers can be brought for the sick, be-
ing used to decorate the room until the
session closes. A hospital-box could be
inaugurated to contain toys and books—
contributions from the class to the little
sufferers, A paper mission might be
started, the children bringing their old
Sunday-school papers and magazines to
be sent to some child, whose address
could be furnished by some missionary of
the Woman’s Home Missionary Society

But, above all things, the little ones
should be taught what true giving im-
plies. Rousseau says : “ Giving alms is
the act of one who knows the worth of
his gift and his fellow-creature’s need of
a gift. A child who knows nothing of
either can have no merit in bestowing
He gives without charity or benevolence
e A child would rather give away
a hundred gold-pieces than a single cake.
But suggest to this free-handed giver the
idea of parting with what he really
prizes—his playthings, his sugar-plums,
or his luncheon, you will soon find out
whether you have made him really gener-
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