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PARADISE.
Shut out, shut out
For ever from the Paradise of God,
The blighted earth whence thorns and
thistles spring
Their feet have trod.

Shut out, shut out,

From all that made that Paradise most fair,

The presence of the Lord who with them
walked

At even there.

Vainly for them

The Teee of life its quickening fruit dis-
pleys

The circling sword the 5acred treasure
gnards

With fiery rays.

Ah, hapless pair,

Ot home, of peace, of love, of joy bereft,

Vet shines one guiding star above your
path—

For hope is left !

The woman'’s Seed

Sh:}l] crush m deadly strife ‘the. serpent :

dread

The ransomed brethren win immortal Life,
In Christ their Head.

Then—no more curse !
From that blood-watered snil no thorns
shall rise :
And not one garden; but the whole new
Earth
Be Paradise.
—_———————

BREATHE NOT 4 SOUND.

““ The Lord is in His holy temple; let
all the earth KEEP SILENCE before Him.”
We find a beautiful commentary on these
words in the following lines written by the
Rev. Richard S. Hawker, vicar of Mor-
wenstow :

When the voice of God is thriiling,
Breathe not a sound ;

When the tearful eye 1s filling,
Breathe not a sound ;

‘When the memory is pleading,

And the better mind succeeding,

When the stricken heart is bleeding,
Breathe not a sound.

When the broad road is forsaken,
Breathe nnt a sound ;
An1 the narrow path is tal\en,
: Breathe not a souna ;
When the angels are descending,
And the days of sin are ending,
When Heaven and Earth are blending,

Breathe not a sound.
T ————

What we weave in fime we must .

wear in eternity.

- [
4;/ P
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RURAL DEANERY MEET-
ING, NO. IV., .

———

[The brethiren having: heard the
minutes of the last meeting read,
and agreed that the report of it, as
published in the Oct. No. of CHURCH
WoRK was in the main correct, and
likely to do good even beyond Nova
Scotia, decided that a similar report
of the present gathering should be
sent to that ¢ valuaole little periodi-
cal.”]

Rura. Dean,—As the question of
Ways and Means is a very important
one in all but wealthy parishes, I
hope brother Baker’s paper on that
subject is at hand,—though I am
sorry he has beeu unavoidably pre-
vented from attending our meeting,

The Secrefary,—Here is his paper
which he has requested me to read
for him. [Reads.]

Bro. A,—1 am pleased with the
exordium, in the flrst place. The
writer very truly observes that our
parishes being no longer mainly sup-
ported by eleemosynary assistance
from the mother Church in England,
as in days gone by, should -as- soon
as possible in the exceptional cases,
learn not only the duty but the
blessednese of self support and mis-
sionary exertion. Our Dissenting
neighbors, not being pap-fed, have
been learning self-support in religicus
matters from the first settlement of
the British colonies. If our people

do not similarly exert themselves,
not only will some of our weaker
patishés bé closed, but even the

stronger, ones will find the truth of
the proverb,— There is' that with- .
holdeth more than is"meet, and it
tendeth to poverty.”

Our brother’s phrase, “pap-fed,”
is a homely but suggestive one. In
Georgeville, when the ,garrison was
removed to Halifax and the parish-
foners were called upon to eke out
the S. P. G. allowance to their Rec-
tor’s salary, now no longer to be as-
sisted by the Government grant to
him as garrison chaplain, a retired
militia colonel being called upon for
a subscription indignantly refused,
with the exclemation, *We might as
well be Dissenters at once !’ Even
at this time Dissent was obliged to
be self supporting, as it has been
ever since, with the comfort of the
other proverb, “There is that scat-
tereth and yet increaseth.”

Yt was well that all Churchmen
were not like the gallant militia colo-
nel. Itis well that the Church of
England inherits her share of our
Lord’s promise,—* The gates of hell
shall not prevail against her,” for
notwithstanding the parsimony of
too many of her children amidst the
abundant natural resources of their
young country,there were others who
stood by with their contributions to
maintain the ministrations of their
Church, with the help of the Socie-
ties for the Propogatiun of the Gos-
pel, and the Promotion of Christian

Knowledge. Thus were our parish-
es kapt alive, and our collegés and
schools "partially "endowed, so that
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now—~Canada  being’ accounted
among the richest of British colonies,
and her Churchmen not the least
wealthy of her people, there need be
no difficulty in supporting their par-
ishes, even the poorest, by mutual
help, and at the same time providing
for their educational institutions and
the support of missions.

Brother B,—1 feel sure this will
be done so soon as Christian charity
takes the place of selfishness
amongst professing Christians.  Sel-
fishness lies at the root of too many
of the modern devices for supplying
the wants of *he Church. For al-
though the materials for bazaars,
socials, etc., etc., are freely provided
by the few, it is not to be denied
that many who get full value for their
‘patronage,’ nevertheless  credit
themselves with Christian liberality.
In many places the few provide
Churches in which others hear the
Gospel literally without money and
without price.

Brother C,—VYes, and I believe,
from what I bave seen, that many
objections which disturb the peace
of parishes and embitter the lives of
the underpaid clergy, are mainly
found amongst the selfish.

Brother D,—God, who foresaw
all these evils from the beginning,
established a rule from the first—the
only rule—for acceptable giving to
religious purposes ‘and at the same
time the only cure for selfishness in

such'inatters.’ It'is the rulé of pay-} .

ing towards the support of His work

in all its branches one’ tenth of that
which He so freely gives to us.
Even the heathen see this by the
light of pature, for missionaries tell
us that the Chinese,before their con«
version to christianity, give one sixth,
and in some cases one third of their
income to the support of their forms
of religion and charity. Thank God,
His rule of the tithe is now followed
by many christians, to their own
greater comfort and the benefit of
the church and the poor.

Brother E,—1 am sure that if this
rule were now as general among
christians as it was in the Primitive
Church, and if—as St. Paul explains
God’s will—every follower of Christ
would lay by him in store the Lord’s
share of his income and present it in
the Offertory on the Lord’s day, we
should hear far less tault-finding in
many parishes. God’s treasury would
never be empty, selfish schemes for
raising money for religious purposes
would disappear. and the work of the
gospel would go on prosperously.
By systematic giving, the tenth ‘or
any contribution is paid regularly in
small sums, with far less inconveni-
ence than a much smalier sum total
i» one payment. Fault-finders, in
many cases,are of that class who seek
excuses to evade inconvenient pay-
ments towards religions purposes,
and payments at long intervals are
mostly inconyenient. '

W . 1

God sé¢s heroes ‘where the workE
sees only common people.
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For CHURCH WORK.,
THE CHURCH.

HER POSITION AND REQUIREMENTS.

There crops up in our parishes
now and then an unhealthy craving
for the multiplication of societies.
I say unhealthy—because in addi-
tion to waste of time and money, in
many instances it results in false im-
pressions respecting the necessity for
them, as well as inducing individuals
to ignore the comprehensiveness of
the Church of God.

With Dissenters the case is some-
what different from that of Church
people, because they (Dissenters),
content to see a large proportion of
the human element in the formation
of the Church, naturally regard her
as more or less imperfect and de-
fective,—~differing from other so-
cieties in degree rather than in kind,
and consequently they look upon
the multiplication of those societies
as essential to the cultivation of
public morals and Christian graces.

With us, however, as Church
people, it is or should be very dif-
ferent. Taught as we are, to regard
the Church as a Divine Institution
or Society—perfect in all her parts
—we see between her and all other
societies a difference of kind rather
than degree. )

To us, the Church is The Great
Society into which we were initiated
in Holy Baptism ; the Society which
in its aims and objects includes
every moral and Christian require-
ment, and claims of us due recogni-
tion ot them. Look at your pledge.
Your Baptismal vow: “I will re-
nounce the devil and all his works,
the pomps and vanities of this wick-
ed world and all the sinful lusts of
the_flesh, I will believe the Articles

of the Christian Faith. I will keep
God’s Holy Will and Command-
ments and walk in the same all the
days of my life.” Is there any law
ful pledge exacted by any of the so-
cieties which is not included in this?
I think not ; nor should any other
exist in cur midst unless it be with
the distinct understanding that it is
for the purpose of reminding us of,
and assisting us %o keep our Bap-
tismal vows.

The temperance pledge may be
of some help to members of the
Church, but, that Churchman who
—in his moral warfare—does not
see beyond the pledge of a Temper-
ance Society, most certainly does
not look very high, nor has he any-
thing very tangible or trustworthy to
use in the conflict.

The Churchman who says: “I am
a temperance man because in Holy
Baptism my body was made the
Temple of God the Holy Spirit; be-
cause in that Holy Sacrament I was
grafted into that Mystical Body of
Christ, and by intemperance I
should defile that temple and bring
disgrace upon that Body;” that
man, I say, is worth a score of those
who say they are so-and-so because
they have taken a pledge in some
local society. 1t is the same in re-

{spect of the object of any other so-

ciety you may name.

Whatever is 7igkZabout it is bind-
ing upon you already, by virtue of
your Baptism.

Loyalty to Home and Fatherland ;
Christian Endeavour ; Benevolence ;
Tewperance, etc.; oae and all is ex-
acted of you by the Church of God,
through which the channels of grace
figw broad and deep, and by which
alone you can ever be loyal to any
righteous cause.  W. J. LOCKYER.
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STARVING THE CHILDREN |ing for the mind ?

Alapted from the Banner of Faith,

If you ask any sensible person,
What is your little child made up
of ? he will say ‘body, and mind, and
soul,’ and if you ask which is the
most important, he will say ‘the
soul, because i* is the image of Gud
withn us; it lives forever, when the
body has decayed, and the mind
has done its work.’

That, then, is perfectly clear;
every man and woman who is en
trusted with a child is entrusted with
these three things, a body, a soul,
and a mind, and of these the soul is
eternal.

Now, suppose you bear this in
mind and go to a manager of one of
our free schools, and ask him this
question, ‘are you entrusted with
traming and educating cluldren?’ he
will at once answer, ‘yes.’ And
then if you bear in mind what that
word children means, and ask first
what do you provide for the bedies
of these children, he will answer you
with perhaps a little hesitation, ‘we
do not do all that we should like,
but we arc improving things ; they
have purer air and better light
than they used to have, and we are
slowiy introducing drills and gym-
nasiums. I hope thatin a few years’
time the body will be better cared
for; it has been much neglected.’

And you will rejoice with him, if
you have children of your own, or if
you love and pity the lttle ones of
our large towns, because you will
know how the body helps or drags
down the whole being, and how a
weak body, ill-fed, - makes a weak
brain which cannot work.

And then you pass a step higher
and you ask, ‘and what are you do-

And here your

i friend will be more confident and

! hetter satisfied, and he will say,

‘we
| have made a study of that for years;
and I think we are doing well by the
minds of our little ones ; but it was
uphill work. Th: children we have
to deal with are so different ; the
dull country children, and the sharp
town children, and the poor, and the
wealthy ; but we have drawn up a
scheme which answers well, and we
are very pleased with the results.
Of course, there is grumbling here
and there, but you cannot please
everyone. The only thing is to do
what you believe to be the best for
the greatest nnmber, and one cannot
get far wrong, in the broad lines, at
least,’

And then, perhaps, you may by
an effort ask, ‘and what more do
you do? What do you do for the
souls of the children that you have
solemnly undertaken to train?
And he will answer you, very proba-
bly, if he is an honest and truthful
man, ‘oh, we do nothing for them.’
And he will very hikely believe that
he is ‘doing nothing’ for the child-
ren’s souls. But is he? No; he
is starving them, and if they per-
ish he is responsible for their death.
These godless schools are not doing
nothing for the souls of the children.
They are starving their souls; and,
whatever man may say, they will not
be held guiltless if they perish.

Men do well to feed the body, be-
cause it supports and strengthens
the mind. They do well to feed
and train the mind, for what is its
truest, highest use?

It is not to enable men to take a
higher rank in life than their fathers
had, though that may be good. It

is not to open out to children new
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fields of beauty in literature, in phil-
osophy, in poetry, though that is
better, ‘and in itself very good.
These will Jast only a time. They
bave their day and cease to be.

< They are hut broken lights from Thee,
And Thou, O God, art more than they.’
And the use of the mind of man is
to strenghen and purify the soul,and
fit it for its eternal happiness here-
after; and any system of education
which fails do this is for a time only;
it is labor which sooner or later per-
ishes.

And this warning comes not only
to school managers, but more, far
more sternly to parents, to fathers
and mothers . of children. The
manager, when he says ‘I am doing
nothing for the soul,” may go on to
say, and very likely will go on to say
“‘that is no Lbusiness of mine ; I leave
that to the parsons and ministers;
they may squabble over that.” And
with that excuse he may satisfy his
conscience for the present. There
will come a day when his conscience
will not accept that excuse. But
the father and the mother cannot
say that. The soul of the child is
entrusted to them first of all, and
above all; and for the training of
that soul they are responsible to
God ; more really, more fully than
any other human being, parson or
minister, or whom you will. For
that soul is given by God into their
care ; they are chosen out of all the
world to care just for that particular
baby soul, and they will have to
give an account when they stand
before their Judge of how they have
trained thar child committed to
their care.

They must keep its body healthy
and pure ; God requires it at their
hands. They must keep its mind

—

strong and free, that, too, God calls
for from them. But above all and
through all they must care for the
soul; from it are the issues of life
and of death.

And what new light this thought
throws upon the whole question of
free schools. 1t is no longer a mere
question of a heavier or a lighter
rate ; of a larger or smalier weekly
payment. It is a question—only
too often it is a question—of what
am I doing for my child? I can-
not be doing nothing, that is impos-
sible. I am either feeding or starv-
ingit. If I am feeding it, then
there is hope that it will grow
strong and healthy and that it will
live. If I am starving it, there is a
risk, the real risk, that it may die,
and then that death will lie at my
door.

Ask yourself, then, whether you

are starving or feeding the children
whom God has given you—starving

‘not their bodies nor their minds, but

their souls, their immortal souls;
and make it your first care to feed
them ; teach them with your own lips
to pray, tell them at your knee the
story of their Saviour’s love, and
send them to a school where they
will not tell you, ‘we do nothing
for their souls,” when all the while
they are starving them.

But some of the free school teach-
ers or managers will claim that they
are not starving the children’s souls,
because they do give some religious
instruction in the course of a week.
And this is true, and something to
be thankful. for as far as it goes.
But for the most part it only goes
a little way, - Religious instruction
is made the least, instead of the

most important thing, and is put
aside whenever other work presses
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—a fact which the children are
quick to see, and from wkich they
naturally draw theic own conclusions.
‘Then teaching and explanation
must be watered down in order to
avoid ‘sectarianism’ until it means
little and is worth less. And those
who have charge of the feeding of
children’s bodies know well that
they may be starved by unwhole-
some; or unsuitable, or insufficient
food, more slowly, but quite as sure-
ly, as by being kept from food alto-
gether.

The Bishop New York, speaking
.of the common school system, re-
marks : * When everything has been
said in its behalf it must still be
owned that it is secular, and that it
professes ‘to be no more. The
Church to-day must bear tts witness
and nowhere with more emphasis
than in the schoolroom, to those un-
derlying principles of righteousness,
temperance, and a judgement to
come, which are the true power and
glory of the Church and State
alike.”

Itis a shame to be obliged to
confess it in a Christian land, but it
does seem that only in voluntary
schools can proper place be given
to religious instruction, or can chil-
dren be carefully taught what was
promised for them at the first—the
Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, the Ten
Commandments, and the Catechism.

And as long as this is so, it is the
bounden duty of all Christian par-
ents to face their responsibilily in
this matter, and to be satisfied with
no school that does not place the
highest interests of their children
first.

As men sow, so will they reap.
Weeds and briars spring up of them-
selves, but the good seed must be

sown it we would reap the harvest.
And if the seed time of our child-
ren’s school-days is allowed to pass
over, while little or no seed is scat-
tered on the fallow ground of their
young hearts, can we wonder if there
is little or no fruit to be gathered
unto life eternal ?

— e

THE GRACE OF GOD.

“ 1 suppose nothing but the g.ace
of God saved you,” remarked a man
to a friend who was carried unscath-
en through an almost overwhelming
temptation to false business dealing.
“If you trace its restraining power
back to my boyhood—yes,” he re-
plied. He then related an experi-
ence in his early career which illus-
trates how the merest trifle may
change the current of a young per-
son’s life. During his first clerk-
ship he was left in charge of affairs
temporarily, and found on the desk
an unsealed letter which, for certain
reasons, he greatly desired to read.
He argued that, having been opened
and read by his employer, it was no
breach of trust for him to peruse it.
But then and there he fought a
decisive battle. He concluded to
make the offending epistle a test for
his power of resistance. He kept
it in plain sight and reasoned that
even if its perusal were wholly justi-
fiable, yielding wouid be a “letter
go of him,” as he expressed it. This
victory over a trifle established a
habit of self-control which gained in
power as years went on, The di-
vergence of two sides of an angle
seems infinitesimal, but continue
those lines and it becomes an infinite
separation. It is this priuciple in
morals which makes it so essential
for parents to help their childrea to
master themselves.
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REFORMATION vs. DE-

© " FORMATION.

"On the 1st of Feébruary, 1560,
seven days after Dr. Jewel had been
consecrated Bishop of Salisbury,
Pster Martyr, thus advised him
by letter, from Zurich, at his
own request as to the best method
of dealing with certain difficulties
then distracting the progress of the
Church of England :

- %I -apprehend that there need not
be much dispute respecting the
square cap and the Episcopal habit;
for the thing involves no supersti-
tion, and in your country there may
be political reasons for it.

‘ As to unleaven bread you know
that none of our Churches make it
a matter of contention ; nay, all of
them use it.”

The scruples of the party, since
known by the title of *“Puritans,’ re-
lative to the lawfulness of ceremon-
ies and clerical attire, were begin-
ning to assume a formidable
shape,....The insurrécting move-
ment was then setting in against the
authority and dlscxphne of the
Church which eventually effected
the temporary downfall of the Altar
ane the throne. By these men and
men of the same stamp the true
spirit of our Reformation appears to
have been well nigh forgotten. It
was never the intent of our original
Reformers to present the Church of
England to the public mind under
the aspect of a new establishment
substituted in the place of an old
one which had been subverted into
and demolished. The Church of
England to which all their toils and
cares were devoted, was the very
same 'Church which had existed
from the beginning; and their object

¢

was, not to sweep it from the face of
earth, and plant another on its site;
but to cleanse it from supertitious
corruptions, and to effect its deliver-
ance from shameful servitude.
Conformably to these views, it was

‘their desire, as nearly as they

could without any compromise
of principle, to assimilate the exter-
ior of religion to what it had been
in the days of Romanism ; and so
to avoid the reckless exhibition of
a repulsive contrast between the im-
posing solemnities of the ancient
worship, and the dreary meanness
and poverty of the new.

Nothing was preserved beyond
what was required for the sober dig-
nity of the national religion,—noth-
ing but what was needful for the
purpose of relieving from utter dis-
gust these Roman Catholics who
might otherwise be still disposed to
adore God in places #“here their
forefathers worshipped for ages, and
where the ‘dust of their forefathers
had been laid. Unfortnately, how-
ever, many of our Protestants and
exiles brought back with them from
Geneva-and Zurich notions at m:ortal
variance with the wisdom of our
more moderate Reformers. They,
too many oi’ them,seemed to consider
the Reformation as neither more
nor less than the introduction of a
totally new system which should
have nothing whatever in common
with what passed away. With them
the Church of England was a fabric
not merely to be slmplified but to
be built up from the very ground on
a new foundation.— Selected.

[ SV,

EOR AN EPITAPH.

—

No longer let the mourner weep,
Nor calt departed Christians dead,

For death is hallowcd into sleep,
And every grave hecomes a bed.
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THOU GOD, SEEST ME.

One Cay the astronomer Mitchell
was engaged in making some obser-
vations on the sun, and as it des
cended towards the horizon, just as
it was setting, there came into the
rays of the great telescope the top of
a hill seven miles away. On the top
of that hill was a large number of
apple-trees, and in one of them
were two boys stealing apples.

One was getting the apples and
the the othér was watching to make
sure nobody saw them, feeling cer-
tain that they were not discovered.
But there sat Professor Mitchell
seven miles away, with the great eye
of his telescope directed fully on
them, seeing every movement they
made as plainly as if he had been
under the tree with them.

So 1 is with men. Because they
do notsee the Eye which watches
them with sleepless vigilance, they
think that they are not seen. But
the eye of God is upon them, and
not one action can be concealed.

If man can penetrate with the
searching eye, which science con-
structed for his use, the wide realm
of the material heavens, shall not He
who sitteth upon the circuit be able
to know all that transpires upon the
earlh which He has made ?

The Rev. Gilbert Smith, the ¢Pem-
brokeshire Parson,” often commen-
ted, verse by verse, on the Lessons,
instead of preaching a sermon. On
one occasion, when the chapter con-
taining the transaction of the daugh-
ter of Herodias daucing before He-
rod was read he said: Impudent
hussy—dancing, lewd and nude, to
amuse an old debaucheein his cups!
So when he had sight enough of he
he promised her whatever she migh?

t

ask, to haif of his kingdom, Half
of his kingdom indeed! Why, he
had not half, nor quarter of a king-
dom to give ; it was not his ; he was
only a tributary of the Roman em-
peror. So she asked her mother;
and who should a young lass ask, if
a man promises to give her anything,
but her mother? Aye but that de-
pends on the sort of mother. So
her mother told her to ask for the
head of John the Baptiss in a charg-
er. What, a dead man’s head ina
dish | A pretty sight that for a young
woman ! A pretty sort of mother
that | So you see that between them
both ‘they danced’ a saint’s head off.”
Then, glancing at some fashionable
folk in church, he added: ‘“Now,
mind, you good women where you
dance, and how you dance, and
with whom you dance, for they tell
me there is dancing going on at
Tenby that would please Herod a
good deal more than it would me or
John the Baptist. Now, don't dance
your souls, away, whatever you do
with men’s heads, which I dare say
you know how to turn with your ca-
pers.”

—_——————
“No man knoweth the Son but
the Father.” What a wonderful

idea does that text give us of the
Son! Saints in heaven do not know
Him perfectly ; even the angels do
not—none but the Father is able to
comprehend all His excellence ; yet
various, great, unsearchable, infinite,
as are all his excellences, #4ey are
all onrs—our Saviour, our Head our
flesh and bone.-—Z£dwasd Payson.

The man who has learned to love
the children he doesn’t like is on the
right road to heaven,

The test of a man’s honesty is the
sacrifices he will make to preserve it,

_—_--—-“
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DOGHMA.

People who do not think much
are easily frightened by names.
Many fierce fights are fought, not
about things, but about words. Of-
ten men who are quite at one in be-
lieving a truth, will each think the
other sll wrong, because they do not
state the truth in the same way. It
is the fashion now-a-days to object
to what is called “dogma.” Those
who object most strongly perhaps
could not put in plain words what it
is that they dislike. Dogma is a
Greek word. The Greek dictionary
gives as its meaning, “ What seems
true to anyone ; an opinion.,” Now
this is what people do like. They
want to take their own way in
thought as well as life.  Each,
whether fit to have an opinion on
any great matter or not, claims to be
guided by what he calls his opinion.
Each likes to choose his own reli-
gion, according to what seems to
him true and important, or to his
taste.

What men set themselves
against, which they call *dogma,”
is simply the clear statement of
doctrine, as true, and having a
claim to be received. The doc-
trines of Christianity are, or
claim to be, facts which God
has made known. God has
made known truth, or he has not.
If he has ; then, surely it is of great
importance to have as clear and full
a statement of it as we can get. We
do not like to be misled by vague
language about the things of this
world. If we feel the worth of what
has to do with our whole life, now
and forever, and with what God is
to us, we will not rest in half truths ;
we will try to see as clearly as we

can what God means us ' to uader-
stand by what he has said and done.
As God is a higher being than we
are, we do not wonder that he asks
us to believe much which we cannot
fully search out. As we hope to
grow wiser in the knowledge of di-
vine things, we do not set aside as
vain or untrue what is too hard for
the powers which we have now.

The great *“ dogmas” of the faith
are either true or false ; they cannot
be half true. If they are not plain
facts, then Christian religion is not
founded on fact. Christ was God
and took man’s nature ; or He was
not God. Christ rosefrom the dead,
and went up to heaven, and sent the
Holy Spirit; or all this is tfable.
The Holy Spirit built up the Church
of Christ to witness for God on
earth, or there is no Church but
what man makes for himself. There
is no middle course. We must face
the question, and give one answer
or the other. The matter is too
great for anyone who is the least in
earnest to set aside with a “ may be”
or a ‘““perhaps.” And we cannot
have the truth put 1n too plain words
or guarded too jealously. If our
faith bz vague, then our hope will
not be clear ; for what is to be, fol-
lows from what has been and is. if
our faith be vrgue, then we know
not Him who claims our love, and
are not sure that He loves us. If
our faith be vague, then our rule of
life and duty must be like it. We
are wihout firm hold on God, and
do not feel God’s hold on us firm.
Every “ dogma” of the faith has its
own influence on what we think and
feel aud doand are. ‘Thisinfluence

is what it is meant to be, if our faith
in the “ dogma” is clear and strong.
—The Gospeller.
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RIGHT VIEWS OF CHRIST.
To right views of Christ are we
indebted for ail our religious hap-
piness and tranquility: “They that
know Thy name,” says the Psalmist,
“will put their trust in Thee.,” And
St. Peter wriies, ‘‘Unto you that be-
lieve He is precious.” For if we truly
believe, Christ must be precious to
us—precious for the glory of His
charactar, precious for thé infinite
reach of His atonement, precious for
the sufficiency of His grace, preci-
ous for the aboundings of His com-
passion and sympathy and love.
And this will make everything in
and about Christ to be precious al-
so. His word will be precious, for
it will guide. Jis sacraments will
be precious for they will refresh.
His Spirit will be precious,for He will
set the seal of the covenant on our
hearts. His day will be precious, for
it will make us think of the time
when we shall spend an everlasting
Sabbath with Him in heaven' Thus
our thought of Christ will, for the
most part, be governed by what our
experiences of Him have been. If
He has become endeared to us by
many sacred and cherished memo-
ries, by a kind promise of forgive-
ness when we were firs. awakened
to a sense of sin, by gleams of hope
and light vouchsafed to us in the
dark night of despondency and men-
tal sorrow, by great deliverances
wrought for us when some danger
threatened the best interest of our
souls, in such cases, not words, but
only the grateful heart can make
answer to the question, “1Vhat think
ye of Chnist?”— Rer. Daniel Moore.

————

We never please Jesus more than
when we lean our whole weight on
Him.

~

In a recent issue of Zhe Church
Times we find the following interest-
ing statement of the enotmous
amount of money raised in the
Church of England :

Reverting to Z7e Methodist Times,
we do not say whether a more ignor-
ant, not to say ungenerous sentences
was ever printed: “Unfortunately, the
endowments of the Established
Church, instead of stimulating gen-
erosity, are used mainly for the pur-
pose of doing what the living Chris-
tian ought to do, and what, in con-
sequence, they notoriously fall to
do,” Thereis one short answer to
this calumny. In the fifty years
just ended, the Church has raised
the sum of eighty two millions for
church building and restoration, the
education of the poor, and the en-
dowment or augmentation of poor
benefices in populous places. In
the same period, she has raised not
less than twenty-five 1uillions for
Home and Foreign Missions. Here
is over a hundred millions in fifty
years for exclusively ecclesiastical
or edueational objects, while during
the same time as we said last week,
and as The Anti Jacobin so through-
ly recognizes, Churchmen have been
the main supportess of the general
charities of the country.

e

Sydney Smith advised men to
look downward as well as upward in
human life. Though many have
passed us in the race, there are
many we have left behind. Better
a dinner of herbs and a pure con-
science, than the stalled ox and in-
famy.

——— e

Like a beautiful flower, full of col-
or but without scent, are the fine but
fruitless words of him who does not
act accordingly.
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LIXE CHRIST.

He who would be most like
Christ must pay the cost. If a fur-
nace is needed to purify and bright-
en you, do not shirk the furnace,
Patience is an admirable grace; but
it is not the oftenest worn by those
who walk on the sunny side of the
street in silver slippers. It is us-
ually the product of head winds and
hard fights—of crosses carried and
6f steep hills climbed on the road to
heaven. “ The trial of faith v.ork-
eth patience.” So it is with all the
noblest traits of a robust, healthy
and symmetrical character. No one
is rocked into godliness in a ham-
mock. Christ offers you no free
ride to heaven 1h a cushished parlor
car. John Bunyan sent his sturdy
“ Pilgrim” to the “Celestial City” on
foot, and some pretty rough walking
and hard conflicts did he encounter
before the pearly portals welcomed
him to the streets of flashing gold.
His piety was self-denying, stalwart,
and uncompromising ; he relished
even the stiff severities of duty, and
was never coddled with confection-
aries. Self-indulgence is the be-
setting sin of the times ; but if you
long to be a strong, athletic Christ-
ian, you must count the cost. It
will cost you the cutting up of some
old favorite sins by the roots, and
the cutting loose from some entang-
ling alliances, and some sharp set-
to’s with the temper; it will cost
you the submitting of your will to
the will of Christ.—Dz. Crayler.

—_ e

Decree oF RiTtuaL. — The
advocates of elaborate ceremon-
ial seem not to be aware that in no
age of the Church has elaborateness
had anything like umversal vogue.
In some monastic orders, for ex-

ample, there has always existed a
remarkable tendency towards re-
straint and severity in the mode of
worship. A Cistercian house was a
striking contrast to a Benedictine,
as well in architectural features as
in ritual accessories. And for abso-
lute simplicity and absence of adorn-
ment of worship, the Carthusians
were and are conspicious. We be-
lieve we are right in stating that,
since tne time of St. Bruno, their
founder, to the French Revolntion,
these latter allowed nothing more
adorned than a simple vestment of
serge in the Mass. And this Order
be it remembered, has ever remained
the most faithful to its early vows,
and never forfeited the respect of
even its enemies. The pathetic
story of the dissolution of the Lon-
don Charterhouse by Henry VIIL,
has excited more sympathy for the
persecuted monks than any other
case of spoliation and brutality.
Now such a fact as the existence of
excessive simplicity, in conjunction
with unquestioned loyalty to the
Catholic faith, shculd be quite
enough to show that ornateness of
ritual is by no means essential.  To
the minds of English Churchmen
there 1s no doubt that simplicity,
combined with reverence and dig-
nity, is likely to prove much the
most attractive.— Chuach Times.
—_——————

Abraham Lincoln, in reference to
a party of ‘““Copperheads,” said:
“You may fool all the people for
some of the time, and you may fool
some of the people for all the time,
but you will never fool all the peo-

ple for all the time.”
—_— e

“I.ord, Thou hast made me for
Thyself, and my soul knoweth no
peace until it hath attained to Thee.”
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UNITY.

It was never intended by our Lord
that some should hold one creed and
some another  “ One spirit,” “one
mind,” was tc animate the whole
Christian Body. So we ought never
to cease to pray for the gathering to-
gether in one the children of God
that are scattered abroad. ‘ That
they may be one as\WWeare One,” was
Christ’s own last prayer.

The great obstacle to such union
is spiritual pride. Even C hristian
people are unwilling to confess” that
they may be in the wrong. There
is not a sincere seeking for the old
paths and a watking in them, But
men try to justify their own stand
point above all things; to prop up,
maybe, that which is false by
specious argument ; to adhere to a
position, no matter how novel or
insecure it may prove to be. In
other words, it has not yet come
home to the modern Christain world
thatin the sight of the one Lord
and Master divisions are hateful and
unity is dear.

The Apostle Paul points out the
only road to Chrlstian unity when
he insists upon the grace of humil-
ity. To be humble and lowly in
mind, to defer, where possible, to
the opinion of others, to have a mean
estimate of our own wisdom, to do
nothing throngh strife or vainglory,
to esteem other better than our-
selves—this is to be Christlike—
this is to have the Mind of Christ
— Banuer of faith.

[ NS —

Almsgiving has always been con-
sidered one of the first duties of the
Church as a body, a duty -which
falls more or less on every member.
Weare called upon to give for the
work of the Church and for the sup-

port of the poor. In so doing we
lend to the Lord. There is a beau-
tiful story told by the poet Long-
fellow about a monk, to whom one
day the Lord gave a Vision of Him-
self. While he was gazing at the
Vision the convent bell rang, for the
poor of the town had come to receive
their food, and the monk knew not
what to do, for he was Almoner,
and his duty it was to give out.

¢+ Should he leave the poor to wait

Hungry at the convent gate

Till the Vision passed away ?

Should he slight his radiant guest,

Slight his visitant celestial

For a crowd of ragged, bestial

Beggars at tne convent gote ?

Would the Vision there remain?

Would the Vision come again ?”

But he felt it best to do his duty
and he left the Vision and relieved
the poor, and when he came back
lo! the radiance was more glorious
than before and he was glad

““ When the Blessed Vision said,

¢ Hadst thou stayed, I must have fled.”
JV ——

TWO KINDS OF PROVL
DENCE.

A clergyman called on the late
Archbishop Whately, and described
a visit he just paid to England.
“And oh, your Grace,” he said,
“crossing from Holyhead we had
such a providence !”

“What was that”
Arxchbishop.

“Oh, the engine broke down, and
there was great danger, but no one
was harmed. Such a providence!”

“T'l tell you of a much greater
providence,” said the Archbxshop,
“when I crossed, the other day,
nothing happened at all to disturb
us; we had a calm, quick passage,
and everything went smoothly "

asked the
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Children's Mepartment.

ONLY ONE MOTHER,

You have only one mother, my boy,
Whose heart you can gladden with joy,
Or cause it to ache
Till ready to break—
So cherish that mother, my boy.

You have only one mother who will

Stick to you through good and through ill,
And love you, although
The world is your foe—

So care for that love ever still,

You have only one mother to pray

That in the good path you may stay ;
Who for you won’t spare
Self-sacrifice rare—

So worship that mother alway.

You have only one mother to make

A home ever sweet for your sake,
Who toils day and night
For you with dellght—

To help her all pains ever take.

You have only one mother to miss
‘When she has departed from this,
So love and revere
That mother while here—
Some time you won’t know her klnd kiss.

You have only one mother, justone ;
Remember that always, my son ;
None can or will do
What she has for you—
‘What have you for her aver done?

S

A STORY FOR BOYS.

BY ELEANOR KIRK,

At the age ot fifteen, a boy whom
we will call William Grey, found
himself fatherless and motherless,
and, as far as any practical help was
concerned, friendless. His parents
had had a hard struggle to procure

the commonpest necessaries of life,

and so the lad’s education had been

sadly neglected. But he was” trust-
worthy, plucky, and industrious, and

not ashamed {6 put his hand to hon:
est work. ‘The first job which the

boy secured was :hat of a sweeper
at one of the New York ferry-boat
docks. He swept the ladies’ side,
the men’s side, and the highway for
the horses ; and he swept evéry day
for eight months, wirhout stopping.
To this work he gave all his time
and attention. He was never seen
loafing and talking +with the deck
hands, though he always had a good
word and a smile for everybedy.
‘T'his unusual devotion to a general-
ly considered ignominious business
attracted considerable attention, and
one day Wilham was approached by
a police officer, who was accompan-
ied by a fine-looking man.

“T’ve been telling this gentleman
about you,” said the officer.

“ About me, sir?? said tne lad,
with great astonishment, and in-
stinctively touching his hat.

“Yes I've had my eye on you for
some time” was the answer, “and
as this gentleman asked me to try
and find him a good lad for his
stable I've brought him to you.”

“Do you know anything about
the care of horses” the gentleman
inquired.

“Not a thing in the world, sir.”

“ Do you think you could learn ?”

“1 would be ashamed if I couldn’t
sir,” was the courageous response.

The newcomer tdok a card from
his pocket, saying as he did so:

“1 will wait for you a week, but
come as soon as you can. I will
give you $30 a month and your
boatd, if you suit me, to begin with.”

That day’s sweeping William Gray
will never forget. He took as much

pains as ever with every crack and
crevice, but his astonizhment and
gratitude were beyond description.
How tounld'it he, he asked himsel,
that so cominon a toiler and plodder
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should have been noticed and recom-
mended to a good place? Thirty
dollars a month and board were, to
the lad, a small fortune. He was
not then aware that thorough work
inevitably teils its own story every-
where, and ' that integrity, industry,
and perseverance, by the immutable
faws of God, wlll win a way for the
humblest of His creatur-s. A few
days later, William went to his new
place. For three weeks he was in-
structed in his duties by a man
hired for the purpose. At the end
of that time he was left with tne care
of a team of fine horses, and a pony
belonging to the only son of his em-
ployer.

One evening, as the owner drove
into the stable, William inquired if
he would kindly tell him where he
could find some books about horses.

*“I have some in my library,” the
gentleman replied. “ What do you
think of doing ?”

“ Why, you see, sir, I want to find
out all I can about them. If a
horse gets sick, it would be rather
awkward not to know wkit to do till
we could get a doctor here.”

“You are right, William,” was the
appreciative answer. “1 will give
you what you want to-night., I see
you have some good school-books
here. I am afraid you don’t find
much time to study.”

¢ Qh, half an hour here, and ten
minutes there tell, sir,” William re-
plied. Thern this is only play after
the dock work I hadto do. And

just think, the horses know me ; and
everybody is so good to me it does
seem just like home.”

And so, day after day, the lad
worked and studied. With a little
help from' hi§ ‘employer’s ‘son, he
matle rapid strides in arithmetic and

e——

grammar, while in geography he was

far in advance of his teacher. The
books relating to the special subject
were eagerly read, and at last the
boy’s employer found that he was.
not only learning how to take the
best care of well horses, and perfect-
ly treat sick ones, but he was study-
ing their anatomy and physiology,
and in this way educating himself to.
be an authority on the subject.
During the progress of these stud-
ies William was asked to give his.
opinion on the merits of a horse
which a neighbor talked of purchas-
ing. . The young man looked the
animal over, and said with his usual
frankness, though the owner stood
by, ¢ He’s bound to be short-winded,
sir, with that build,” and then, by a
careful examination of other points,
proved such a marvellous discrep-
ancy betwecn the real age of the
beast and the number of years men-
tioned by the owner that the negotia-
tions were immediately ended.

In such ways did this lad progress.
At the age of 20 he was sent west to»
purchase horses. He was known to
be absolutely trustworthy and incor-
ruptible, Advised by the man who
had taken such an interest in his.
velfare, he placed a proper valne on
his services, and his future was se-
cured.

William Gray is now one of the
wealthiest and one of the most re-
spected men in this great country,.
and certainly no career could have
had a more diffieult and a more
humble beginning, It is true that
such success is exceptional, but it is
also true that the lad who works
with his heart and his head for the-
interest ot his employer, whe would

Fprefer to give an extra ‘hour’s time-

than to shirk a minute, and who in:
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the hours of business, is to be found
right there, is in the direct line of
progression. He is beund to climb
the ladder, and if not by the ladder
upon the first round of which he
placed his young feet, it will be by
another and a better one.—V. ¥,
Ledger.

R T R

It happened to a clergyman about
1855 to find amongst a few poor re-
cipients of the Church alms gath-
ered at the Holy Communion a re-
spectable and very aged woman,
said to have been a servant or as-
sistant to John Wesley at the time of
his death.” *I kissed him in his Cof-
fin, sir,’ she replied to the inquiry if
she had ever seen him. She was a
worthy old woman, and must have
died about 1856.

¢ I the chief of sinners am,
Rut TJesus died for me,’

was an ntterance often used by Wes-
ley. How often is it vttered by
Church folk in the use of the Apos-
tles’ Creed, and the Litary, and the
General Confession! Ohth . every
Wesleyan Methodist, meaning what

iVesley meant by the words, would,
use, the °Thanksgiving at meals,’]

so often put up by him even
to his last day on earth. ¢ We thank
Thee, O Lord, for these and all Thy
mercies. Bless the Church and
King, and grant us all truth and
peace, through Jesus Chnst our

Lord, for ever and ever.’
—_—_——

Be resolutely and faithfully what
you are, be humbly what you aspire
to be. Be sureyou give men the
best of your wares, though they be
poor enough, and God will help you
to lay up a better store for the fu-
ture. Man’s noblest gift to man is

his smcenty, for it embrae‘es h!S in-

tegrity also:

ACCESSIONS.

Mr. Charles F. Lee, formerly pas-
tor of the Universalist church,
Charlestown, Mass., U. S., has be-
come a candidate for Holy Orders.

T. W. Jones, late pastor of Be-
thesda Methodist chuch, Beaufort,
has joined the Church of England.

—_—

“Is confession to a Priest in ac-
cordance with the teaching of the
Church of England ?"—A4 sermon by
the Rev. James Simbson.

[We have received the sermon by
the Priest-Incumbent of St. Peter’s
Cathedral, Charlottetown, P, E. L
His points are well and strongly put,
and we should not wish to be in the
place of his assailant whose sermon,
attempting to prove the negative,
provoked this very able rejoinder.—
Ep.]

—_————— ————

From a clergyman in P. E. I.:
“We appreciate your little CHURCH
Work very much, and would not be
without it.”

From a lady 82 years old:

“Thanks to my Heavenly Father

that T am still spared to renew my

-subscription to your prescious paper,

CHURCH WORK.”

Nortice,—to Localizers and others
—Al correspondence for CHURCH
Work must be addressed to REv.
Joun AmBRrosk, Digby, Nova Sco-
tia, as this magazine is now printed
in that town.

PRICE.—Single Copies of CHURCH. -
WORK, 30 cents a year. Twenty-five or
more Copies to one address, 25 cents a
year each, strictly in advance. Editorand
Prognetor, REv. DRr. AMBROsE, Digby,

.y t0 whom all subscnpnons are to be
advanced.




