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Grand Master Graham’s Recent Argument on Exclusive Grand Lodge
Sovereignty.

Ix the brief synopsis that we were
compelled to make of the able address
of our talented M. W. Bro. J. H.
Graham at the recent session of the
Grand Lodge of Quebec, we had not
time to refer to *“The Historical Facts
and Deductions” he drvew therefrom
regarding the question of Exclusive
Grand Lodge Sovereignty. To say
they are able, logical and unanswer-
able, is only what might be expected,
when fthey come from so dis-
tingnished a Masonic jurisconsult
as the learned Grand Master of our
sister Province.

Hitherto i has been almost receiv-
ed as an accepted fact, that the doc-
trine of Exelusive Grand Liodge Sove-

reignty was peculiarly and essentially
American, and only originally ac- l
knowledged by Grand Lodges in the !
United States, it baving been there
introduced for the convenience of |
local government. Even the Grand !
Lodge of Canada has never officially
proclaimed it, having suffered con- !
current Grand Lodge Sovercignty

‘ ed as American.

Grand Lodges of the neighboring Re-
public have themselves denied it—
notably Missouri—whose recognition
of the Grand Lodge of Quebec was
declined on account of its being only
of a partial nature, 7.e., that the
Lodges working in that jurisdiction
and not holding allegiance to that
Grand Lodge should not be interfered
with. Sbeis even now, too, endeavor-
ing to injure her own daughter, the
Grand Lodge of New Mexico, because
said Grand Lodge will not acknow-
ledge Silver City Lodge, working
within her jurisdiction, but holding &
charter from the Grand Lodge of Mis-
souri, as a legal and legitimate Ma-
sonic Body. The doctrine of exclu-
sive Grand Lodge Sovereignty, how-
ever, we repeat, was generally accept-
This Bro. Graham
declares to be erroneous and produces
the following proofs:-—

CONSTITUTION OF THE G. L. OF ENGLAND.

In the **Constitution of the Anecient
Fraternity of Free and Accepted Ma-
sons;”’ Conestitution of the “United

within her jurisdiction up to a very | Grand Lodge of England,” edition
vecent date, and even some of the | “August, 1863,” page 62, Section 10,
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¢Of Private Lodges,” is the follow- | Lodge of England, the premier Grand
ing:—¢The precedency of Lodges is , Liodge of the world, in promulgating
derived from the number of their con- , the ““Cobstitutions of Free and Ac-
stitution, as recorded in the books of | cepted Masons,” enunciated in her
the Grand Lodge. No Lodge shall | Grand Lodge Constitution, as a fun-
be acknowledged, nor its officers ad- , damental law, that ¢“no Lodge” with-
mitted into the Grand Lodge or a . in the limits of what was formerly
Provincial Grand Lodge, nor any of ! the Kingdom of England (no matter
its members entitled to partake ¢f the | when established, whether before or

general charity or other Masonic & after her own formation), “shall be

privilege, unless it has been regular-
ly constituted and registered.”

CONSTITUTION OF THE G. L. OF SCOTLAND. |

In «The Laws ard Constitutions of
the Grand Lodge of the Ancient and
Honorable Ifraternity of Iree and
Accepted Masons of Scotland,” edi-
tion “May 5, 1808,” page 20, section
6, “Provincial Grand Lodges,” and
page 43, section 1, “General Regula-
tions for Subordinate Liodges,” are
the following: —

«@. (Page 20.) Drovincial Grand ,

Masters are strictly enjoined not to
recognize any Liodge in Scotland act-
ing independently of the Grand Lodge,

"acknowledged” as a regular Lodge of
, Freemasons; “nor” shall “any of”
i the “members” thereof “‘be entitled
' to partake of the general charity”
. even (in extremis’), nor %o partake of
. or participate in any ‘‘other Masonic

privilege” whatever, “unless said
' Lodge has been regularly constituted
i and registered” on the Registry of the
! Graad Lodye of Lngland !

EXCLUSIVE SOVEREIGNTY OF THE GRAND
LODGE OF EXGLAND.

The above is a clear, distinet and
; unambiguous declaration of the in-
, herent right of the Grand Lodge of
. England to have and to exercise ex-

i
i
!

nor to allow any such to attend any | clusive sovereign authority over every
Masonic meeting or ceremonial of | regular Liodge of Freemasons within
which they have the management | what was formerly the Kingdom of
and control.” { England; and also of her right and

«1. (Page 43.) All Lodges hold- , duty to put beyond the pale of ac-
ing of the Grand Lodge of Scotland | knowledgment and correspondence,
are strictly prohibited and discharged ! every Lodge within her territorial
from holding any other meeting than | limits, which is not of her obedience,
those of the three orders, viz: Ap-;and to deprive the members of any
prentice, Fellow-Craft and Master | Lodge, not on her Legistry, of every
Mason—denominated St. John's Ma- = Masonic privilege whatever, even of
sonry, the Mark forming part of the ! the general charity; declaring, in fact,
Second Degree; and from giving any | any such Lodge to be an irregular or

countenance, as a body, to any other

Order of Masonry, or to any Liodge in i

Scotland which does not hold of the
Grand Lodge, or which has been sus-
pended or struck from the roll there-
of, either by paying or receiving
visits, welking in the same procession,
or otherwise, under certification that
such Lodges as shall act on the con-
trary shall be struck from the Roll of
Lodges, and their charters recalled.”

THE GRAND LODGE OF ENGLAND.
Hence, it appears that the Grand

clandestine L-~dge.

i  Here, then, s the doctrine of Grand
i Liodge sovereignty in the Constitution
, of the premier Grand Lodge of the
. world, and her method of dealing with
Lodges within her territory which do
not acknowledge her undivided sove-
reign authority !

THE GRAND LODGE OI' SCOTLAND.
The Grand Lodge of Scotland (in
her G. L. Constitution, as shown
above) accepting and acting upon the
same principles of the ¢‘Ancient”

22
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- Constitutions, ¢strictly enjoins a.]l} although there does not now exist a

her “Provincial Grand Masteys not | separate “Kingdom of England,” or
to recognize,” or in any way to have  a “Kingdom of Scotland,” but instead
fellowship with ‘“any Lodge in Scot- | thereof, “The United Kingdom of
land poting independently of the | Great Britain® (and ‘Ireland,” since
Graed Lodge,” even though_ said , the union therewith of the latter.)
Lodgo had Dbeen established prior to, T therefore clearly appears that the
the formation of the Grand Lodge of | principle of coincidence (or cotermin-
Seotland herself, and she also strictly | ousness) of political and Masonie
prohibits all daughter Lodges from | }oundaries is an acknowledged law of
giving ‘‘any countenance as a body,” | the British Constitutions; that the
to ““any Lodge in Scotland which does ' jurisdiction of each Grand Lodge is
not hold of the Grand Lodge of “exclusive within its geographical
Scotland, either by paying visits £0” ' Limits; that each of these Grand
or ‘“receiving visits” from such i fodges is absolutely sovereign; and
Lodges, or by ““walking in the same - thgt each of them may and does en-
procession,” or otherwise, under the , force its territorial, exclusive sove-
supreme penalty that any Lodges of | yeign authority by the most extrerae
her obedience as skall ¢“act on the Magsonic penalties against all Lodges
contrary shall be struck from the roll ' existing within their boundaries in
of Lodges, and their charters shall be « ¢ontravention to, or in violation
recalled.” ! thereof.

EXCLUSIVE SOVEREIGNTY OF GRAND LODGE | This view, first taken by Bro. Grand
OF SCOTLAND. Master Graham, places the subject of

The Grand Lodge of Scotland (like exclusive Grand Lodge Sovereignty
the G. L. of England, i» England),  in quite another light, making the

thus unequivocally and emphatically tter of £ X
affirms her right to exercise absolute ! matter of far greater importance than

and oxclusive jurisdiction over all - 1 ©ver poesess?d before. If, after
Lodges of Freemasons, situated with- ' such an able line of argument, the
in the limits of what was formerly the | Grand Lodge of England stiil declines
Kingdom of Sc.otland, whether said ! {o recognize the Grand Lodge of Que-
Lodges be of “immemorial constitu- i bec, we think the Masonic voice of

tion” (as Melrose) or of “exterior” . .
Grand Lodge constitution, past, pres- , the World will be against her. Jus-

ent, or future; and her practice, with- ; tice is one of the cardinal prineiples of
in her own territory, consistently .our Fraternity, and when we find
corresponds with hor professions. ' Grand Bodies acting in direct opposi-
THEIR TERRITORIAL SOVEREIGNTY HITH— . tion to it, it bespeaks very little for
ERTO UNCHALLENGED, ,the Masonic spirit of those who

These principles, common to the , govern such Supreme Masonic organ-
constitutions of the Grand Liodges of \ j;ations. The Censtitution of the

Eingland and Scotland, have, since p .
their enunciation, remained unchal- | Grand Lodge of Tingland declares in

lenged as correct statements of the
“ancient constitutions,” relating to
the rights, privileges, prerogatives,
and governance of Grand Lodges (re
esclusive sovereignty), and they are
so held and acted upon even now
within their ancient territorial limits,
by these Grand Lodges respectively,

favor of the doctrine of Grand Lodge
sovereignty a3 clearly as if the words
were written down in the same, ard
the Book of the Grand Lodge of Scot-
land is equally explicit; we trust,
therefore, that the troubles between
the Grand Lodges of England and



356

THE CANADIAN ORAFTSMAN.

Quebec will soon be terminated, and
that at an early date we shall be able
to congratulate Bro. Graham on hav-
ing been the mesns of bringing to a
peaceful and satisfactory close the
unfortunate differences which have
80 long been experienced in our sister
Province.

—_—— . o——

Grand Lodge Jurisdiction.

cuously the charters for all the-
Lodges in Pennsylvania, Not a sin-
gle charter in that colony, as we are
informed, came from the Grand Lodge -
of the Moderns in London. So sev-
eral were grantsd in Massachusetts
and in South Carolina, and at one-
time the Ancients in the last State-
had a distinet Grand Lodge, as did
also the other party.

As to Seotland, the Grand Lodge -
was organized in 1786 without unity.
{  Bro. Murry Lyon says, page 172:

Let us bring this subject to the:@ «On completing the sederunt, thir-
crucial test, and then let us see if it i ty-three of the hundred Liodges or so
be & Masonic truth that there must | that had been invited were found to
be unity in the organization to con- e be represented each by a Master and
stitute a legal Grand Lodge in any | two Wardens.”
unoccupied territory. At this Assembly the Earl of St.

First. The history of the formation i Clair resigned his perpetual Grand
of the Grand Lodge of England, the - Master's office and was immediately
first one ever formed, shows us that thereafter elected Grand Master, un-
only four of all the Lodges in Eng- . der the constitution then adopted for
land constituted that Body. The' the year 1787.

In this we have & clear demonstra-

Lodge, at least one, which fills the -

bill of Bros. Brown and MeCalla, at |
York, if there were not many more
there, and all the Lodges in the north '
of England—all the Lodges in Scot-

land, and there were very many,

there, did nol unite in that move-
ment. That, according to Bros. B.
and MecC,, the Lodges in Scotland
should have united is evident, be-
cauge, as Great Britain is composed |

of England, Scotland and Wales, 8o

far as the argument is worth anything
at all, it was necessary to include the ;
Lodges in Scotland.

Sometime between 1788 and 1745
the seceding Grand Lodge took its’

start, and after the call to its assist- -

ance of Narmott, he invited the coun-

tenance of the Grand Lodges of Scot- .

land and Ireland, which was granted
to them, and the Duke of Athol, who

tion against the doctrine, even of the
reqmrement of & majority, for only
one-third of the Lodges of Scotland
were here represented. Suppose there
were nine Lodges in any territory,
I three could form a Grand Liodge.

i The same was the result of the for-
1 mation of the Grand Lodge of Ireland
in 1729, the Lodges in Dublin only
being present.

‘We now refer to France, and what
do we find to be the history of Ma-
sonry there? Simply that no such
. ides. ever prevailed, that every Ledge
in the kingdom must unite to form 8
Grand Lodge In consequence of the
opposite idea prevailing, a minority
. of any number not less than three
had a right to organize a Grand
Lodge

This wasg the general continental

was or had been Grand ’VIa.ster of ] view; hence if we refer to the history
Scotland, assumed the Grand Master's ! of the formation of the several Grand
office of the Dermott Body. From i Lodges in Kurope during the eigh-
that Body, formed partly of seceders, teenth century we find in every case
and partly of other Lodges, instituted ‘ that there was no unity insisted upon,
by the seceders without charters, ' but in some instances several Grand
sprang largely the charters in several | Lodges were formed, as in Berlin,
of the colonies, among them conspi- | where to-day there exist the three
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Grand Lodges organized in that city.
‘Look at Italy, Portag:}, Spain. Does
any such idea prevail there, even to-
day? The facts were that it was
thought that any number of Lodges,
not less than three, had the prescrip-
five right to organize themselves into
& Grand Body, apd that it was not
inconsistent for several Grand Bodies
to share a given territory together
and each be legitimate. _

‘We conclude this part of our sub- ;
ject with the observation that no one
cen read the history of Masonry in
Europe and America up to 1776 and
agsent to any such doctrine of
“ unity.”

The exclusive jurisdiction of one
Grand Lodge in a given territory is
purely American, and like all other
Amerioan ideas, the propagators of
them insiet upon their infallibility
.and try to ram them: down everybody's |
throat, if they will not swallow them |
willingly. Hence the continual jar-
wxing and warring against the acts of
our European Grand and Subordin- :
ate Liodges and any departure by one |
of our own Grand Liodges.

When Brg. Gouley and his Grand
Lodge, Bro.. Parviy and Iowa, and
more recently the Grand Lodge of
Idaho, each had s tilt at Scotland for
meaking Masons of young medical stu-
dents from, their several States, we
~<autioned them that they would get
their fingers burned, and they did.
Bro. Gouley, who never let go any
#deas of his before, had to confess that
as to Secotland he must succumb.
Bro. Parvin and the others had to do
likewise.

For our own part we shall, as an
American Masgon, and for the best of
all reasons, maintain American ideas
and insist that Zere they must prevail.
Yot we cannot insist on their falling
into our notions who have been edu-
-eated quite differently.

Weo will not stop to take up a

tions in the United States since Mas-
sachusetts, North Carolina and Vir-
.ginia instituted their Grand Liodges

-organize a Grand Lodge.

in the years of the Revolutionary
War. But every one familiar with
the facts must know that in neither
of the colonies were all the Lodges
united in the formation of these
Grand Lodges. From the date of In-
dependence to the present time
scarcely & Grand Lodge has been
formed where every. Liodge within the
territory has united at ‘the first con-

' vention in forming a Grand Lodge.

This closes our remarks upon the
history of the matier,

Let us now reason together as to
the philosophy of the subject. The
better to understand the matter we
will fake an example.

In a given, so-called, unoccupied
territory, there may Jbe twelve or
more Liodges, holding charters from
twelve Grand Lodges, many of them
at a great distance from the Mother
Grand Lodge.

In the city of San Francisco, for in-
stance, this was the .actyal state,of
things, as well as all over California.

o. 1, now of that State, was No. 13
of the District of Columbia. Star of
the West held her.charter from Mig-
souri, The want.of unanimityin any
measure within the State .soon. ¢on-

-vinced Masons in Californja that they

should all be under one obedience. It
is suggested first by one Lodge that.a
convention should be held of proper
representatives of all the Liodges and
Three or
more Liodges thus represented do en-
ter into such compact and choose
their officers, make a constitution
and send out to the Masonic world
that they have thus formed the nuclous
around which shall erystallize all the
proper Masonic elements in that jur-
isdiction. Now we hold that the for-
mation of a Grand Lodge, the crys-
talization of organic Masonry for that
jurisdiction is an accomplished fact.
No power on earth can prevent that
body thus formed from performing ail
the functions all the other Grand
Liodges in the world can perform.
That Grand Lodge Masonically has
the same inkerent right enjoyed by
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the four old Liodges in London 'in
1717, and every other European
Grand Liodge during the last century. !
Moreover, she has a right to proclaim
the other Lodges as recusant, as New |
Mexico has done to Silver City Liodge,
ascording to the acts of a certain
Grand Lodge in Turope, as follows, !
viz: l

After the separatior of Belgium '
from Holland in 1881, the Provincial '
Grand Lodge of Brussels, becoming
by the separation isolated from the :
Grand Orient of Holland, invited by |
% circular dated Dec. 16, 1832, all the
Lodges of the new kingdom to re-or-
ganize it as an independent authority,
to unite under its recognition, and to '
gend up their delegates to a general !
assembly convoked for the 25th of
February, 1883. Only four lodges,
however, were represented, but the |
delegates present nevertheless decided
to declare the Provincial Grand Lodge
of the lower countries dissolved, and
to conmstitute in its place the Grand
Orient of Belgium. This new au-
thority, placed under the protection
of the King, Leopold I., himself a
Freemason, succeeded in uniting un-
dér its jurisdiction, but not without
diffioulty, all the Lodges of Belgium
except four, which were then declared
“irreguldr.”

Here we see that only four Lodges
represented formed & Grand Lodge

for the whole country and declared
irregular four that would not unite.
From the best authority we find

the register of the Provincial Grand

Liodge. .

- No one can read the history of the
forimation of the several Grand Lodges
in Europe and afterwards in America
-without being foreibly impressed with
-the ‘one grand idea that = Grand
THodge could belegally organized with-
out that unity required by our modern
solons who, by Bro. Brown’s say-so,
are ‘‘coming over,” and we really hope
they will ot come over him so fast as

: mansions,
that in Belgium at that time there !
<were over thirty working Lodges on !

to smother him.— Masonic Eecleetic.

Sermon Delivbted: before thé Grand
Lodge of' British Columbia.

From advance sheets of the pro-
ceedings of the Grand Lodge of Brif-
ish Columbia, forwarded to us by an
esteemed brother, we take the follow-
ing sermon, preached on Surday,
19th June, A. L., 5881, before the M.
W. Grand Lodge of A. I. & A. M. of
British Columbia, by Rev. Bro. R. H.
Smith, R. W. Grand Chaplain:—-

Proverbs, ix., 1.—~Wisdom hath builded her
house; she hath hewn out her seven
pillars.

The sermon this morning is a spe-
cial one. I address myself chiefly to
the Craft. On being asked by the
Grarnd Lodge to preach on this occa-
gion I laid the matter before the

- elders and managers of the church,

and I am happy to inform you that
they most cheerfully consented and
placed the church at your disposal.
The text I have chosen is Prov, ix.
chap., 1st verse, “Wisdom hath build-
ed her house; she hath hewn out her
seven pillars.” Wisdom, in the text,
signifies trae religion, and her work
is likened to the erection of & build-

ing. Under this metaphor we shall.

seek to set forth the object of Free
Masonry. Mesons, of course in-the
literal sense, are builders. They are
employed in the constraction of vari-
ous edifices—shops, offices, cottages,
palaces and temples.

These works are of the greatest utility, .

as by their means, the fruits of the
earth are stored, skill manufactures,
trade carries on its operations, edu.
cation finds a seat, law s throns, re-
ligion a temple, and man & home,
They are the adornment of our ham-
lets, towns and cities, of which Wwe
are justly proud; And around them
cluster many of our fondest endear-
ments, most patriotic sentiments and
most sacred feelings. Such is the
begatiful figure by which is represent-

ed the high moral purpose of Magon--

ry—the building of character.

™
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Tirst, we call your attention to the
building itself. In building, great im-
portance is attached to the founda-
tion. The wise builder is most care-

ful just here, he digs until he finds |
the hard ground or solid rock. Ma-
sonry lays broad and deep the foun-

dations of character in piety. The
initiate must avow his faith in the

Supreme God ere he can enter her.
The Holy Bible lies open :
And solemn prayer '
is acknowledged to be man’s chief :

portals.
upon her altsr.

source of help,

He is the Great Architect of the
Universe, who existed before it, plan-
ned it in infinite wisdom, and con-
structed it by omnipotent power.
He is the Grand Geometrician, work-
ing all thing. after the counsel of his
own will-—excluding alike the blind
chance or iron fate of the Ancients,
the mechanical force or mere ten-
dency of modern science. He is the
Most High—over all, guiding all, and
working in all for the accomplishment
of his own sublime purposes.

The letters by which we spell out
the ineffable Name signifiy little, <A
rose by any other name would smell
as sweet.” Home by any other ap-
pellation would be as full of endear-
ment. But the idea of God is the
basis of our morality. When the
Grand Orient of France, with profane
hand, removed this ancient landmark,
an indignant protest went up from

Beliefs sacred in one age become the
execration of another. Mere feeling
is not taken into account, it varies,
' takes its complezion from the circum-
stances of life, the state of the health
and even the conditions of the atmos-
phere. Integrity, on the contrary,
strengthens with years. The flesh
" may fail, opiniors change, and feel-
ings die, but honesty of soul renews
its youth like the eagle, and plumes
its wings for higher flight. This tru-
ly Masonic virtue is the best sscurity
iof life. 1t shields our interests,
! guards our good name, and throws its
protecting arms around the sanctuary
of home—more effectual than law,
force, or even public opinion, is the
golden rule written in the heart! Is
it not also the most attractive? You
rememoer the familiar aphorism, “An
honest man is the noblest work of
God!” Kant, the great German,
said, “The two grandest objects in
nature, coming within the range of
our observation, are the starry heav-
ens without and the law of duty with-
in,” And a greater than he said,
«All things whatsoever ye would that
men should do unto you, do ye even
so unto them, for this is the law and
the prophets.” .
Thirdly, having laid the foundation
in piety, and reared the walls in in-.
tegrity, Masonry covers the structure
with the dome of benevolence. This
is the ernwning virbue. Man is view-
ed as dependent in himself. Through

the whole Masonic world, showing ! the ficklensss of fortune he may at
that our faith in God is a profound ' any time become poor and venniless
conviction. i and he is then a lawful elaimaat upon

Secondly, having laid the fouuda- | his more favored Brethren. As every
tion thus securely, nextin importance atum of matter, whether 1t lies im-
is the walls, The builder seeks | bedded in the solid rock, is tossed up-
materials for the structure, strong, | on the wave top, or floats in the ate
enduring and beautiful, that which ; mosphere, is connected with every
will prove most effectual against time | other atom, so every man, whether in
and storm, and attractive to the eye. | weal or woe, is indissolubly joined
And in the building of character Ma- | with his fellow men. Or like the
sonry looks chiefly to integrity. Up- | members of the body, such is the
rightness is set forth in her attitudes, | sympathy between them, that if. one
symbolsand signs, Little importance ! suffers, the others suffer with if.
is attached to opinions, they change | And, therefore, Masonry recognizes
with the growth of enlightenment. | the obligation to ‘‘rejoice with them
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that do rejoice, and weep with them
that weep.”

Is not this the divine view. True
greatness does not lie in wide domin-
ion, or lordship over others, but in
serving love. Did he not himself set !
us the example when he took the:
basin of water, girded himself with a
towel, and washed the humble dis-,
ciples’ feet. And in the final account
the work which will receive divinest
acknowledgment will be kindness to
the lowliést of earth. I was an hun- .
gered ani ye gave me meat; thirsty,
and ve gave me drink; a stmngel,
and ye took me in; swk and in prison,
and ye visited me.” <¢Inasmuch as
ye did it unto one of the least of these -
my brethren, ye did it unto me.” .
Such is the building we, as Masons,
are called to erect.

1 musé now call your attention to
gsome special points as to the con-
struction of the building. There is |
indifference as to the quarries where :
the ashlars are found. Masonry'
takes no account of nationality, rank or
ereed, knows no privileged classes, or .
common people; protects against ‘the
nationalism, bigotry and caste feehng
of the times.
the world was heathen; to the Greek,
barbarian; and to the modern Chris-
tian, perhaps infidel. The Jews per-
secuted the early church, and the
church in turn inflicted upon the Jews !
wrongs at which we turn sick. Cath-
olies cursed Protestants; and Protes-
tants hated Catholics; seet opposed
sect in bitterest strife, ‘and with what
sad results. People living on oppo- "
site sides of & mountain chaix have |
become mortal enemies. Men

through whose veins has flowed the |

same national blood have hunted each
other like beasts of prey. And
through the perverting influences of :
bigotry a man’s worst foes have'
nestled in his own hourehold. WMa- '
gonry breaks down those dividing
walls, gathers those sundered frag-
ments of humenity, and becomes the
one touch of nature which makes the
‘whole world kin.

To the ancient Jew, -

Her manner of building ie singular.
Teaches greatly by symbols. Is nob
this in harmony with the divine
method? Is not nature herself a vast
lttaomg board in which the noblest

lessons are couched? The starry sky
is an emblem of God's infinity, Tlke
snow-capped mountains suggest the
strength of Israel. The lightning
quivering in the sky speaks to us of
_Almighty power. The {railest bird as
it flits from bough to bough tells of an
ever thoughtful Providence., And
lthe tiniest flower that blooms may
stir feelings too deep for tears.

| We find the same thing in common
+ life. The worn ring upon the wasted
- finger is an insignificant thing; yeb it
tells of scenes of conjugal felicity al-
most paradisiacal. The little shos
“hidden away in some dark drawer,
you would not look at it the second
" time, but it reveals to the mother &
dear bosom guest long since passed
to the arms of God. The torn flag,
a mere shred of shattered bunting
hanging on the armory wsall it is good
for nothing! List! it calls to mind &
_patriotism which shed its best blood
for the nation’s good!

Is it stranze then that Masons
lshoulc“i discern o sacred lore in the

, square, compasses, lambskin, and

"sprig of acacia? Walk then, my
| brethren, amid the symbolism of the

' Liodge without shame; bind on your
| jewels with manly pride, only see that
| their lessons are taken to heart.

Our working is secret. This is
made matter of complaint. Our pat-
tern is the erection of Solomon’s tem-
ple. The materials were prepared in
the quarries of Zyeredathah and the
forests of Liebanon. The sound of a
hammer was not heard in the build-
_ing. Btome fitted to stone, timber
; joined with tlmbel, and keystone
found its place in silence. We claim
" here also to be true to nature. Has
creation ever divalged her secret?
Astronomy in its farthest walks into
the fields of space has never witness-
ed the active operation of creative
l energy. Geology looks in vain
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through all the rocky strata for the
vorking of that power which laid
earth’s strong foundations. Chemis-
try watches with wonder the combi-
nations of matter, but fails to discover
the force by whioch they were pro-

duced. The laboratory of- life has .

closed doors. The physiologist has
never even glanced into the secret
chamber of life's working. The
mother may watch the babe as it
passes from childhood to youth, and
from youth to manhood, and becomes
the staff of her declining years, but
process of growth eludes even the eye
of love. The modus operandi of Pro-
vidence is in like manner hidden from
us—=a wheel within a wheel—moving
through the ages with resistless
might, controlling all events, out of
evil etill educing good. What eye
has ever detected the secret spring?
Mystery reigns around us!

The customs of society lend us
-gupport in this respect. The trans-
actions of business which affect the
distribution of capital and the opera-
tions of industry are not proclaimed
in the market, but kept within the
counting house. Home has its bosom
secrets which a stranger intermed-
dleth not with. And true religion
hides herself in a banqueting house
where the foot of the profane may
not tread. Is _rayer a first duty?
*“When thou prayest enter into thy
closet,”—the most retired spot—‘‘and
when thou hast shut thy docr,”—so0
that even thy familiar friend raay not

see thy devotions— ““pray to thy:

Father which seeth in secret.” Is
the denial of appetite sometimes
beneficial? “But then when thou
fastest anoint thy kead and wash thy
face that thou appear not unto men to
fast.,” Are we called to the exercise
of benevolence? “When thou givest
thine alms, let not thy left hand
know what thy right hand doeth, that
thine als may be in seoret.”

ship of God, not, indeed, with impos-
ing ceremonies. Divine worship, we
| think, has been modelled after the
| ceremonial of earthly courts, having
lords in waiting, peculiar vestments
and genuflections. All that is gross
superstition. Surely what is noblest
"in ourselvesis likest to God. Fulsome
adulation would be distasteful to us.
What cares the Almighty for formal
homage. A kneeling universe could
afford him no pleasure. The offering
he loves is the heari's devotion. The
fast he chooses is self-deunial for an.
other’s good. The incense in which
he delights is the simple prayers of
unselfish souls. Masonry adopts as
i & first truth that ¢“God is a spirit and
| they that worship him must worship
him in spirit and in trath.”

Secondly, or the exercise of charity.
Nations are yet clannish, classes ex-
clusive, and churches narrow. Ma-
sonry takes a wider sweep and em-
braces man as man. Under her ban-
ners wen of all nations meet; around
her altars men of divers creeds kneel;
1 in her friendships men of the various
classes unite. This is heaven-born
charity. God hath made of one
blood all nations of men, and, there-
fore, deeper than nationality, rank,
creed or circumstance, lies the bond
of brotherhood. God is no respscter
of persons, but accepts righteousness
in every form. ‘Him thatis weakin
the faith receive ye;" that is, he who
differs from you, though righteous in
i life; not to doubtful disputations, cold
suspicions, and angry discassions;
“for God receiveth him.” 7The devil,
if Milton is to be believed, will receive
those who agree with him.

Thirdly, for the exercise of kind-
ness. We acquiesce in the declara-
tion. If a man love not his brother
wnom he hath seen, how can he love
God whom he hath not seen. We

; cordially assent to that axiom of re-
Is it a | ligion.

He that hath this world’s

fault then that Masonry does not lift { goods, and seeth his Lrother have

“ae veil from her sacred mysteries?

| need and shutteth up his bowels of

It remains to show the parpose of | compassion against him, how dwell-
the building, First, it is for the wor- | eth the love of God in him? And
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thus a brother who, like the man that | printed and embodied in the Proceed-
went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, ! ings of this Session, and further, that

has fallen among thieves who have !, "\ o0 1o appointed to carry

?(f:' Eiee!:xdl,)li?ioiit;]glil;egazgﬁ%gngho?fcg out this resolution, and also address

the priesb pass h&ughtlly on the other ' a letter of thanks to the Elders of
side and the Levite turn carelessly : the Church so cheerfully placed at the

away, the Mason, like a good Samari- | disposal of the Masonic Fraternity.

tan, will give him change of raiment, '
bind up his wounds, and bear him to

kindly shelter. Should he die, his

posthumous interests are carefully
grarded. With chivalrous generosity

the widow in her solitude is thought '
of, ard the forsaken orphans are se-
cured in the very bosom of sympathy. .
Such is, briefly, the purpose of Ma-
sonic morality. And let me ask my
brethren what more does it need? A !
more hearty recognition of the re-
demptive work which is being earried
on by the agency of the . weh. It
has not, as fully as it should have, &
provision for the repair of & broken
ashlar, defaced architrave, or fallen
column. It should keep in mind the

Carried.

Proceedings Received.

ARKANSAS.

Our thanks are due to R. W. Bro.
Robert E. Salle, P. J. G. W. and P.
G. Orator of the Grand Lodge of Ar-
kansas, for proceedings of that Su-
preme Body for 1880. The volume
contains two hundred and six pages,
though unfortunately ninety-seven of
those are merely a list of subordinate
bodies, with narmes of members, a great
waste of valuable space and expense
in our humble estimation. There is,
however, a frontispiece of M. W, Bro.
Thornburgh, Grand Master, a fine,

truth which David sang: <“He re-
storeth my soul.” Have ycu seen an | gentlemanly looking man. The Grand
enthusiastic antiquary seeking to re- | Master presided, and one hundred
new a defaced inscription. Under'and sixty-eight Lodges were repre-
his hand, little by little, the original | sented. Jn his address he warms
words reappear, and the idea flashes , with cloquence over the prosperity of
clearly upon the mind. Such is.the State and Order. e says: “A
Christ, working amid the ruins of the spirit of enquiry has been awakened
soul, until the image of God, which in the minds of the Brethren, a truly
is righteonsness and true holiness, is , laudable desire to examine into and
restored, and man takes his place . become more familiar with the his-
again with the sons of God, complete ' tory, philosophy and beauty of Ma-
in character and perfeet in happiness , sonry. The Masonic magazine and
forever. ' paper are read, and the time is ap-
_ proaching ‘when the ignorant Marcon

After Divine Service the procession ! will be the exception and not the
re-formed, and returned to the Ma- | rule.” Again, “‘Masonry has taught
sonic Temple at 12.50. Upon ‘ all natloné; to slz)eaik onghla,ngluage by
. . . | signs and symbols. e glories in
motion, duly seconded, it was unani- age, without the least sign of dotage.
mously resolved that a letter of thanks | gje presents herself to-day in all the
should be tiendered to the R. W.! vigor of youth and with the wisdom

Grand Chaplain for his very eloquent | of manhood. She moves like an

and appropriate sermon, and that he | angel of merey wherever suffering and
N | want are known. Her countenance

be .requested to furnish the manu- | beams with the ]ight of hea.venly
seript of said sermon to Grand Lodge | charity. Her garments are unstain-

with the object of having the same | ed and her white banner floats upon.

e N e e e e e
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the breeze of every clime, the admir- ! MASSACHUSETTS.

ation of the good and true of every | A quarterly communication of this
country.” Irom the decisions given ; Grand Lodge was held in Boston,
we regret to learn Arkansas believes | Sept. 14th. M. W. Samuel Crocker
in the un-Masonic doctrine of per- | Lawrence, Grand Master, and & num-
petual jurisdiction. We shall have | ber of present and past Grand Officers,
more to say upon this at another ' hesides representatives from eighty-
time. Bro. J. H. Van Hoose was | seven lodges, were present. The
elected Grand Master. We regreb ! capitation tax was discussed. Any
that these interesting proceedings ' Brother who had not previously com-

have no report on foreign correspon- | muted could do so by a payment of

dence.

The proceedings of the Grand
Commandery of Arkansas for 1879
and 1880 have been courteonsly for-
warded to us by R. E. Sir Knight R.
B. Salle of Camden, Ark. There
were four Commanderies in the State.

NEBRASEKA.

Before us lie the proceedings of the
Grand Commandery of Knights Tem-
plar of Nebraska, an elegantly gotten
up volume of forty pages, with a firat-
class steel engraving of Past Grand
Qommander, Jos. K. Marley. This
feature in all the Nébraska proceed-
ings might be followed by our Cana-
dian Bodies with good effect. The
title page is also gorgeously gotten
up. The address is entirely local in
its character, except a portion about
the Chicago pageant(?). There are
eleven Commanderies on the roll, and
ail are named after some of the sacred
mounts, a rule we always thought ex-
cellent. Sir Knight I. K. Long was
elected Grand Commander, and our
old correspondent, Sir Knight W. R.
Bowen, re-elected Grand Recorder.

OHIO.
The Grand Council of Royal and

nine dollais, and that is what the
Masons of Massachusetts have to do
in order to flatter the vanity of their
gwell brethren at ¢“The Hub.” We
notice their Past Grand Masters lose
the “Most” Worshipful after they
leave the Grand East and become
plain “Right” Worshipful.” Tough
on the “big guns.” The proceedings.
lasted exactly one hour and fifty-five
minutes. Well, that is better than
four, five or six days.

-
-

The Working '.l‘ools’ of Freemasonry.

Second Series—The Compasses..
No. IV.

BY G. F.y JR.

We alluded in our last article to-
the Square; now we draw the atten-
i tion of the reader to the Compasses,.
t which teach us to limit our desires in
| every station, that rising to eminence
' by merit we may live respected and
. die regretted. To limit our desires
. signifies in this instance, that we are
' not to covet other men’s goods, but
[ to work honestly, quietly and steadily
; 2t whatever station in life we may be

Select Masters of Ohio was held at | placed. Men are too apt to be jeal-
Toledo, Oct. 18th. Judging from the | ous of the success of others, and to
report very little interest is taken in { envy their pecuniary or social posi--
the Rite in that State. The G. M. | tion. This is not in accordance with
Goodspeed decided a R. and S. M. | the teachings of the Craft, nor does
made in & Chapter could not be re- | it prove a worthy stimulant to hones$
ceived in & Council in Obio without | exertion. The faithful Hiramite-
being healed. As some of the Chapters | should ever be & hard and honest
which mske R.and S. Masters are | workman. If in business, le§ him so
likely to retaliate, the question is & | conduct it as to gain the esteem of his
pretty one. There is a brief report | fellow men; if in the professions, let
on F. C. Canada is not reviewed. him strive to win for himself a char--
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acter worthy of his learning and | philosophic Burke, it is orda .ed in

geience.
by an upright and honest life, gain |
for aimself a position and & name, :
bec: 1se, if we only follow the teaching !
of the compasses, all can rise to an .
eminence by merit, aud it is by merit
and perseverance alone that we can
expect to live respected and die re-:
gretted.

The working tools of the Craft
teem with the mosi beautiful lessons,
and although sowme of course are more
expressive than others, still there is
much to be acquired by studying the
teachings of every one of them, They
all contain essays on the true moral-
ity that should adorn and beautify
the life of every man. In one in-
stance honor is implied, in another
virtue, in a third purity, in a fourth
truth, in a fifth the brotherhood of
man, in a sixth the I"atherhood of
God, and in all there is a singular.
vein of pure and holy thoufrht; that -
causes the mind to reflect on the won- ;
drous mysteries of the world beyond
the river. The great object of the
Order is to do this, for, as stated in
the Linglish lectures, “Freemasonry
18 a science of morality, veiled in
allegory and illustrated by symbols,”
and all her symbols are explanatory
of divine truth with her thousand and
one heavenly attributes. Thus we note
the lesson of the compasses teaches us
60 so live respected that we may die '
regretted. :

Every son of Light, therefore, -
should follow the teachings of the
compasses, he should not hesitate to
perform his duties to God, his neigh-
bor and himself, and he should vigor-
ously uphold the character of a
brother, and never permit, if in his
power to preveant, the sanctity of vir-
tue to be invaded by the debauchee or
dethroned by the libertine.

The compasses, therefors, teach the .
Hiramite that in order to gain a placs ’
of honor in that ¢ House not made :
with hands, eternal in the heavens ™ |
be must make virtue & leading char- |
-acteristic of his life, for, says the)

The poorest mechanic can, | the eternal constitution of things,

that men of intemperate passions can-
not be free, their passions forge their
fetters;,” therefore, in the words of
the ntual let us 8o ““limit our desires
in every station. that rising to emi-
- nence by merit, we maylive respecned
' and die regretted.” So mote it be.

o
N

New South Wales.

M. W. Bro. the Hon. James Squire

. Farnell, Grand Master of the Guand

Lodge of New South Wales, in his
admirable letter (May 20) to the
Grand Master of Scotland, gives the
following excellent reasons why that
Grand Body should be recognized:—

I now submit that the Grand Lodge of
New South Wales is entitled to recognition
from your Worshipful Grand Lodge, as an
independent Grand Lodge—

1st. Because when it was founded the

territory was Masonically unoccupied.

2nd. Because the Grand Lodge of New
South Wales was established Ly the
duly appointed delegates from thirteen
warranted Lodges of Free and Accept-
ed Masons.

2rd. Because in its establishment every
care was taken to follow closely in the
footsteps of those Grand Lodges which
have been established in other portions
of the British Dominions, and which
Grand Lodges are duly recognized by
all Grand Lodges as being Sister Sov-
ercign Grand Lodges.

4th. Because since the establishment of
the Grand Lodge of New South Wales
its Subordinate Lodges have been and
are increasing in nuwbers, there being
now twenty- fivo Lodges under its juris-
diction, all being in thc highest state
of accord and prosperity, and three
Lodges are now being opened in new
districts.

sth. Because while the Lodges under the
Inglish Constitution huve not as yet
given in their allegiance to the Grand
Lodge of New South WVales, it 1s solely
to bo attributed to the fact that the
District Grand Master of the English
Constitution here has prohibited them
from so doing under the penalty of
suspension and expulsion.

6th. Because prior to the erection of the
Grand Lodge of New South Wales this
territory was Masonically unoccupied,
and as the erection of the Grand Lodge
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of New South Wales was effected by
thirteen Masonic Lodges, and that
every Lodge in the territory had due
and timely notice, and every stop was
taken in a just and lawful manner, the
estublishment of the Grand Lodge of
Neow South Wales was lawful, and con-
sequently it is_entitled to recognition
as an Independent Grand Lodge.

I trust that your Worshipfual Grand Lodge
will look at this important matter, unbias-
ed by any desire to protit by the contribu-
tions of the brethren here, and unbiased by
adverse representations from your District
Grand M ster.

Of course, Bro. Lyon, in his reply,
referred him to the so-called District
G. M. of the Scottish Const. N. S.
W., Dr. Sedgwick, who is opposed, to
the letter and to the Grand Liodge of
New South Wales. Lecognition from
all the Grand Lodges on this Contin-
ent will, in tiiae, be given, and know-

ing the sentiment of the Craft in On- :

tario and Quebec, we trust that the
Grand Lodges of Canada (Ontario)
and Quebec will, at their next annual
sessions, welcome with the right hand
of fellowship the first sister colonial
Grand Lodge ever organized outside
the Dominion of Canada. Surely the
Grand Lodge of ("anada does not in-
tend to be the last to welcome one so
closely tied to her by the bonds of
love as the Grand Lodge of New
South Wales.

>

The Season of Festivity and Rejoic-
irg, and the Epoch of Misery
and Sorrow.

This month invari«bly witnesses a season
of festivity and rejoicing, which is strange-
ly combined, in many instances, with what
we may appropriately term an epoch of
misery and sorrow. Joy and festivity and
hapniness to Mason and Christian alike :
vet sorrow, sadness, grief and lamentation

to many and many & homeless wanderer, |

freczing orphan, sturving widow. and sick
and dying sufferer.

clime.

December 27th. the anniversary day of .

our Patron Saint, the Holy John the Evan-
gelist, is very generally celebrated by mem-
bers of the Mystie Tie on this continent by
the installation of newly clected officers of
our Lodges and Chapters. It is. therefore,

God help such in this
wild and wintry weather of our northern !

{ a day peculiarly interesting to brethren,
being, as it were, the beginning of the new
Masonic year. Fresh hands are, in many
instances, taking hold of the helm of the
Masgonic bazk, to guide her both through
! the placid, calm waters of love and peace,
| and steer her amidst the angry waves of
\ materialism, infidelity, bigotry and atheism,
which will at times assail her, as they have
: done from time immemorial. How impor-
, tant, therefore, is it on this occasion, espe-
| cielly, for every Mason not only to review
i his past Masonic career, to catechise his
: owa conscience with an unsparing hand,but
i to renew within hisown heart those solemn
i vows that he voluntarily assumed upon be-
" coming a member of our brotherhood. As
. he does so, can he avoid thinking over the
| retrospect he has just taken regarding his
" own Masonic career? Few will find that
{ they have accomplished a tithe of what
{ they might have done. Neglected oppor-
i tunity of spreading tho cement of Brotherly
i love will bristle up on every side. Sick
! rooms forgotten, and Brothers allowed to
~ wander from the path of truth, virtue, and
honor, for want of kindly admonition, will
now present themselves. Instunces of
Masonic negligence will meet us at every
quarter, and the most earnest Craftsman,
. ufter such a retrospect, will acknowledge to
himself that he, like the “Publican (of old)
standing afar off,” dare “not so much as
lift up his eyes,” but ‘“‘can only smite upon
his breast and cry out, God be merciful to
me a sinner.”

Such being the case, is it not right and
¢+ advisuable for every Brother at this scuson
of general festivity, when the Craft is re-
joicing, and the Day-Star of Mercy should
shine with tenfold brilliancy, to attcnd his
Lodge, scek reconciliation, in case he should
have differences with some. assist in the
ceremonies, and participate in any social
gathering that may subsequently take
place.

Who has not attended the festive hoard
on the night of the Evangelist, where
speech, sentiment and song made the heart
¢lad, around the social board wit and re-
partee flew fast and sharp, and happy
laughter resounded on every side?  On St.
Johu's night the newly elected officers are
joyous in their young honors, and the
veterans who have for years fought the
battle of Freemasonry, look on with radiant
countenances, and their jovous hearts beat
quick with pride as they note the advance
from the ranks of those they have probably
brought to light and Masonically educated.
St. John's Day, therefore, to the Mason, is
a day of rejoicing, and combined with the
celebration of the natal day of the gentle
Nazuarene by the believers in Christ, forms
a season of festivily and happiness that
does not and necessarily cannot occur at any
other period of the year.
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We turn from the Masonic Lodge-room, Look, too, at the streets of our larger
crowded with joyous faces, to the happy ; cities during this cold, bleak, wintry month,
liome of the Christian gentleman and the | and note the half-ragged urchins and bare-
cheerful hearth of the Christian peasant. | ly clad women, holding their babes for
We need not depict the serene happiness of | warmth to their withered and empty
both  The followers of Immanuel have | breasts. Do Christians and Masons. re-
heard at their places of worship the sad | member that many of these are bound to

but oft repeated tales of the woes and sor- ;
rows of Him who was born of a lowly
virgin, in a s'able at Dethlehem, suffered
insult, indignity, and obloquy from hypo- .
critical, canting Pharisees and sceptical
Saducees, and finzlly amidst the taunts '
and ribaldry of the Roman soldiery, and
the scoffs of the malefactor on the cross, :
and the sncers and insults of the unbeliev-
ing Hebrews, “died in agony, amidst the
roar of thunder and flash of lightning, on
the accursed aspen on the olive-clothed
Mountain of Calvary.”

To-day, the Christian has (we repcat)
again heard the sweet but sorrowful story
of Immanuel’s life and death. Perchance,
he is now repeating it in simple phrase- -
ology to his little ones, who, with their
Chr.istmas presents from good old Father .
Santa Claus, are clustering around the
fathar's knee, or playing with baby on -
mother’s lup.  All, all are happy and joy-
ous, and bright and cheerful on this hal-
lowed day in the Christian year.

** Hark, the herald angels sing,
Glory to the new-borr King,
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and smnuers reconciled,”

Little wonder is it that this is truly,
termed “The Season of Festivity and Re- .
joicing.”

But whilst such is the case in so many |
instances, whilst prince and peasant, Chris-
tian and Mason alike rejoice, there is be-
hind the scenes a dark and dreary picture.
This season of festivity with thousands, is
an epoch of misery and sorrow with many.
The glorious orb of light shines during this
period on the couch of sickness and the
hed of death, in lonely garrets and loath-
soimne cellars, where Christian women and
Masonic brethren lie, cold and hungry,
alone, perchance forsaken, or as if to add
bitterness to their misery, surrounded by
half starved and nearly naked children. !
May the God of the Freemason and the :
INRI of the soldier of the cross protectand |
lavish his care upon such. Ob! what a
depth of agony and misery these must un- i
dergo as they listen to the chimes of the
church bells, or hear, perchance, the mar
tial music of some Knight Templar band, !
as with regular step it passes by! What a ,
mockery must Christian liberality appear |
to these freezing, starving creatures, and !
what & farce Masonic charity must seem to
them! To them, indeed, this season of the ‘

" and reveals a bitter past.

* generous actions.

them by peculiar ties? It is a disgrage to
our civilization,, a slur upon our Churis-

. tinnity, and a horrible and black stigma

upon our beloved Masonic Institution, that
more, much more, is not done to alleviate
the sufferings of the poor and the misery of
the afflicted. But we drop the curtain
over so sad a picture, with the hope and
belief that Masonry and Christianity will
yet accomplish much in the way of relief
and comfort to those so sadly in need of
kindly words and thoughtful actiors.

To one other class, also, is tho season an
epoch of sorrow. We allude to the stricken

" wife, who on this anniversary of the natal

day of the Jaries, when all the Christian
world rejoices, has lost the loved idol of
her youth. He has been stricken down,
perchance, iu all the glory of his manhood,
in the midst, perhaps, of an honorable and
useful career. To this day he had looked
forward with special pleasure, but the mes-
senger of Death had summoned him before
the great, white Throne of the Allwise.

 This season of festivity, as vear after year

it comes round, only re-opens the wound
To such & one,
it is, indeed, a period of unmitigated sor-
row. For such, the only solace lies in a
belief in the goodness of an all-wise and all-
forgiving God.

In conclusion, then, we would urge upon
members of the Craft and followers of the
Lamb a more kindly and generous spirit.
Let Christmas day and St. John’s day this
year be white marks in Masonry and Chris-
tianity, redundant with noble deeds and
Then will the oblations
of the sick and dying, of the widow, and
the prayers of the homeless and ragged
orphans ascend as & sweet incense to God,
who will reward with a hundred-fold bless-
ing those who are true to their religioas
teachings and faithful to their Masonic
obligations.

—— e & Qe e

The Grand Lodge of New South Wales
Masonic Hall.

The new Masonic Hall, the foundations
of which are now being laid on a fine site
in Castlereagh-street South. will be & hand-
some, if not the best, addition to our archi-
tectural buildings in Sydney. It is design-
ed with a perfect and due regard in detail
to that besutiful and elegant style of Greek

yeax is an epoch of profound misery and un- | architecture now so much admired and

told sorrow.

| generally adopted whenever practicable in

o ™
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|
the various naw buildings of modern first- | ventilation, and all other necessary con-
class architects throughout the world. ! veniences suituble to the requirextents of
Mr. Benjamin Barkhouse, the.architect, j the members of the Craft and their visitors.
has in this partictlar instance bLeen very |
happy in aldu%tinglb};e Itmrit)tr ang ?llggancﬁf' We quote the above from the Fice-
of this style of architecture to a building o .
modern {'equirements so different in its A "ES0T, Sldn.ey, N.S.VV.,. (Nov. 2nd)
purpose to thﬁ ancient Gr?ek. 'l;he front - which contaizs an admirable ~* of
clevation will comprise four storeys m .. | . .
height, including & mI:zzzanine; the first and - the new Masonic Hall, a,n.d contains
second stories ave t;otbgt rusticzzted. u.mlburl)-l + the programme of proceedings. The
ropriately ornamented so as to give a bolc .
ga:,gment}to the column above, and a ; Gr8nd L(_)dge of New South Wales is
sparkling lvuflmioln to th]ei eye; thg WhSIe is - an established fact, and Canada and
to be finished with a well proportioned on.
tublature and cornice, with 1?@11.(: parapet, Quebec should be amongst the first to
and sm-mouute% l\vitl]x gle thre(:leCleml}ée- ''accord her recognition. Bro. Weekes,
matical figures of ¥eith, Hope and Charity. . ] ]
Immediately over the centrzg entrance will | Grand Secretary, has our that_lks for
be a circular columniated doriel balco;l:ii : letter and programme. e wish the
having neat Greek caps and ornamented | S
canopy, and on each side & comodious ' Grand Lodge of %\ew South Wales
shop is obtained. ’}I‘h(_? t?ntmrice t;) tlgle every success, aud its organ, the Firee-
Hull will be approached through a hand- : ! .
some wrcughbfg,n aate, porch, and vesti- | 744SOR; & long career of prosperity and
bule 12 feet wide, at the termination of i ysefulness.
which is to be an octagonal well-lighted ;
staircase, passing through & large doorway :
into a well proportioned and hundsomely - Templars of 1785.
treated Music Hall, 90 feet x 50 feet. In ;
the east end will be the orchestra and large
organ; the west end will be provided with Nearly one hundred years ago there ap-
a spacious gallery, approached from the ' peared in the streets of Boston & company
arand staircase. Under the orchestra will | of men uniformed as Templars, who acted
be retiring rooms connected with it by | as an escort to the Freemason lodges.
means of two spiral stairs; also, by means i The form of the procession and the num-
of a side passage, there will be two retiring . bers in it. must have required at least fifty
or cloak rooms on each side of main en- Knights Templar to do the duty which was
trance to the Hall; also a wide entrance to | assigned and they performed in said escort
the back seats of the Hall, and in this way . duty.
are wranged large escape-doors to be used i The public journals of that dey described
in cuse of alarm. The first mezzanine floor = that the procession was headed by a pla-
will contain a handsome library and secre- toon of Templars, while the tlanks were
tary's office, 26 feet x 18 feet each, with guarded by right and left lines, and the
smoking and retiring rooms. On the main | rear closed by a platoon; hence, if there
first floor will be two lodge rooms, two | were but six men in each platoon, with
suites of rooms required for the conduct of | twenty upon each side of the lines. the
the business of the craft—viz., waiting, | number would go over fifty, o0 which must
candidates’, tylers’ and regalia rooms. be added the officers. 'Therefore, it is safe
The first Lodge-room will be 38 feet x 50 ’ to say that the above number were in the
feet, suitably apportioned, handsomely procession. Under what name the body
fitted up, and have a double row of well . was marshalled, or who were their officers,
proportioned columns; also, coffoired ceil- the journals fail to say.
ing, neatly ornainented with enriched cor- :  We have not been able to ascertain up to
nices and plastered panellings, and organ ' the present writing, from what source these
gallery and organ in the west. The centre : Templars emanated, how often they met,
of the Lodge-room to be surmounted with | or where they met. We have examined
a pleasing lantern-lighted ceiling and two ! the resources of our library for light upon
clegunt gasaliers, the floor to be laid with | the matter, also the city directories of the
tesselated pavement of proper design. The | time, and have signally failed to identify
second Lodge-room will be {4 feet x 22 feet, | their beginuning or at what time they ended,
finished and fitted up in the same tasteful : if indeed they had an ending. [t is possible
manner, the second floor will contain sup- . that this body may have had their origin in
per room, 30 feet x 26 feet, with retiring | u blue lodge, as it appears that Freemason
rooms. | lodges conferred the higher degrees upon
The building and rooms throughout have | members of the fraternity. If this was the
been designed with a well-studied regard to | fact, then it is easily understood why no
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particular name other than that of the Old
Enoampment does appear as attached to
them.

Another question ocours to us in connec-
tion with the subject, which perhaps will |
remeain unanswered, because there is no i
way of solvingit. That is, the style and
character of the order conferred, and
whether more than one was given to con-
stitute them Templars.

‘We were in hope that ere this some ear-
nest Knight would have opened the door to
more light upon the precise relation of this
Templar body to the Order in this State—
if any existed-—as it is very important, at
this juncture of the confraternity, that all
facts bearing upon the history of chivalry
in this jurisdiction should be made plain.

Our neighbors in Pennsylvania date the
introduction of Templarism into that State
in 1794. They give the credit of said intro-
duction to a body named Encampment No.
1, Philadelphia, and that the said Encamp-
ment conferred the honors by virtue of a
Blue Lodge warrant. But our Penasylva-
nia friends in this statement seem to have ,
fallen into an error so far as the date 1794 .
"is concerned, or the subsequent stateinent.
If an encampment existed at Harrisburg, |
orin any part of FPennsylvaniu, in 1793, |
then of course the date of 1794 is in error.
However, we shall not split hairs on the i
date, but assume that the earliest date is
correct, which fact clearly admits that !
Templarism began in this city several years -
prior to that date.—AMasonic Tolen.

— & D

China.

The Hong Kong China Mail, of April
30th, contains an extended account of the
Masonic funeral services at the interment
of the remains of the late Bro. Theophilis
G. Linstead, District Deputy Grand Master

At Shanghai there are three Lodges work-
ing under the English Constitution, two
under the Scotch, one under the American,
and one under the German; two Chapters,
one English and one American; one Marls
Lodge; besides several bodies of the Scot-
tish Rite.—New Zealand Freemason.

—r

The Celestial Crown.

A MIDNIGHT REVERIE.

Mysterious dim Auroral lights;
I have seen thee in the far, far north,
In the dark November evenings;
It is then that they come forth;
‘When boreal winds blow cold and keen,
I have wondering watched their sheen,
Heaven’s glittering swords they might have
been,
Or signs of the great King's wrath.

I have seen them spread in a mmghty arc
Arrows of flame on high;

A midnight rainbow seen in the dark,
Spauning the deep blue sky;

Rose-colored clouds in ambient air.

In the high zenith vapors rare;

Like down from the wings of angels theve.
Which they shed as they fly.

I have stood on the moorland all alone.
In the long and silent hours;

And seen His myriad meteor stars
Falling in glittering showers.

But to see him once what would I give®

of the Craft in China. The officers of the
Grend Lodge, Masters of Lodges, and '
brethren conveyed the remains to the Ma-

sonic Hall, where there was a meeting of .
Zetland Lodge, the Mother Lodge of the ;
District. The fureral proceeded from the !
Masonic Hall to the Protestant Cemetery, '
Zetland, Perseverance and Yictoria Lodges |
béing represented. At the grave the Rev. |
Mr. Jennings read the service of the Church

of England, and D. D. G. M. Bro. Chater |
the Masonic service. The ceremonies of |
the Craft were wmost impressive and ;
solemn. The brethren returned to the

Masonic Hall, where Zetland Lodge was

closed in due forin.
stead was popular both as a business man

and a Mason, being a beau ideal of an hon- (

and hence had been long identified with |

orable man. He arrived in China in 1856,

Chinese interests.
Freemasonry is quite prosperous in China.

The late Bro. Lin- z

Yet no man shall see His face and live;
Presumption that He would not forgive:
And beyond mortal powers.

But as I gazed on those mystic lights.
Though I stand on the sod,
I dream that I'm near the Mighty Judge,
And I kiss the rod:
A royal diadem it may be
Encireling His brow. Let the wicked flee!
I gaze on the arc, and methinks I see
The rim of the Crown of God.
Eayra Houyes,
Author of *Amabel Vaughan,” ete,
——r—— ———
THE CaxapiaN Crarrsymax only $1.50 per
annum. Subscriptions can begin at any
time.
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e Gavadling Oreadtsman,

———

Port Hope, December 15, 1881.

[V

Christmas and New Year's.

This month we extend to all our
readers the compliments of the season.
That they and their families may en-
joy a happy Christmas week is the

best wish that Tue Crarrsyax can give |

them. Woe also desire to express to
all the members of the Mystic Tie
throughout the Dominion the hope
that the festival of St. John the Evan-
gelist will pass off everywhere in that
joyous and fraternal manner that
should ever characterize this great
festival of the Masonie TI'raternity.
So mote it be!

Trus Freemasonry.

Taere has been so much written
and said regarding true Freemasonry,
that it would appear almost super-

fluous to write upon the subject; still .

we cannot help thinking there is much

more to be both said and written.

The question is. are we not allowing
too many young men to enter our

sacred asylum, merely because they -

have wealth or are ¢of good family?”
Do we not bow down the knee too
readily to the shrine of Baal, and too
often worship the *golden ecalf?”
Silk stocking Liodges are not what we
require. The age for “the dining

Lodge” on this continent has passed !

away, and we desire to note some-
thing of a more practical character.
In the present siate of intellectual

improvement, men do not meet to-

gether for the insane purpose of hear-
ing repetitions of truisms with which
they are already scquainted. Their

‘minds reach forward to something
| new. Time is considered too valu-
. able without actual improvement.
Such being the case, there are two or
' three things that True Freemsasonry
: teaches.
| The Christmas season is approach-
ing, and the majority of Lodges will
! very properly be holding their annual
' banquets. Now let the members of
i every Liodge this year throughout the
!length and breadth of the Dominion
' do something for their poor and needy
brethren, widows and orphans. Some:
- years ago the former editor of the
i Masonic Review, “the old man elo-
' quent,” our friend, Bro. Corunelius
‘ Moore, was in the habit of relating
; bhat one cold Christmas eve & white
! haired old gentleman drove up to his
. office and said, *“ Let us go for a
drive.” Bro. Moore agreed, and in
~getting in the sleigh, fonnd it heaped
, up with turkies and geese. “Why,”
i said Bro. Moore, ‘“have you turned
poulterer?” ¢You'll see,” Bro.
replied, and they drove down alleys,
and went to mapy queer places in.
that much-erowded city of Cincinnati,
and at each house where they stopped,
the old gentleman and Bro. Moore
got out, and a turkey or goose was
i left. 'The wecipients were the im-
poverished members, or poor widows
_of the members of Bro. ’s Liodge.
. This he had done for many years.
, That was an example of True Free-
masonry.
Again: there are a host of really
- honest, but poor brethren, who have
been suspended for non-payment of
dues, which, by our own abominable
and unmasonic system, have been
charged annually wich dues during
| the term of their suspension, though
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reaping no advantages, and thus the | mysteries and all knowledge, and
amounts are in many cases large. Let | though I have all faith, so that I
" the Lodges give them & free clearance, ' could remove mountains, and have
and thus make the heart of many a " not charity, 1 am nothing. And
brother bappy on St. John’s night. ! though I bestow all my gocds to feed
Acts like these speak louderthan mere the poor, and though I give my body
wordy perorations and “bunkum” ad- ; to be burned and have not charity, it
dresses on the benevolence and bene- - profiteth nothing.”
ficence of the Masonic institution.! There is tLo much backbiting and
Why, M. ¥ Jomp. Drummond, in | snarling amongst us, which is con-
his F. C. Re. ot to Grand Chapter of | trary to the very spirit of the Craft.
Maine, states, *Within ten years in ' The charity of St. Paul is True Free-

New York fully one-third of the en-

tire Liodge membership had been put

outside the pale of Masoury for non-

payment of dues.
bership is about 70,000, and in ten

years nearly 40,000 have been sus- -

pended for non-payment of dues.”
Now, we have no statistics at the

present moment at hand to show how -

many have been so suspended in that

length of time in Ontario, but thers .

were 637 last year, and we venture

the assertion a fair proportion of those

were owing tothe hardness of the times.

Such men should never have been '
suspended, but since they have been,
let the Lodge restore them, so that at '
the anniversary of our patron Saint, :

St. John the Evangelist, many a
brother’s heart will beat with joy.
“This again is True Freemasonry.
But the duty of to-day does not
consist solely of one of pecuniary
.charity. The Grand Lodge of Can-

ada (Ontario) last year did nobly,
donating over twelve thousand dol- -
lars, but it should strive to teach the -

.charity of St. Paul, who said, “Though
I speal with the tongues of men and

.of angels, and have not charity, I am

become as sounding brass and a tink- -
ling cymbal, and though I had the
gift of prophecies and understood all

The toval mem--

l wmasonry.

We will only for & moment allude
to the want of knowledge that keeps
so many from us. We should
; cultivate something more in our
Lodge-rooms than mere ritualism.
: So long as we run, month after
month, in that one groove, so long
will we find the intellect of the Craft
absenting themselves from us. We
want not only to practice charity, to
I cultivate the virtues, but to improve
. the mind,~-then, indeed, we have
1 True Freemasonry.

. —— ¢ ———

Bro. Hughan’s Letter.

In our last issue, we published a
letter that appeared in the London
. Freemason from the pen of that learn-
ed Freemason, Bro. W. J. IIughan,
apent the Grand Lodges of England
and Quebec. Bro. Hughan argues
that the Grand Lodge of England
will not depart from precedent by
“compelling the English Lodges in
Montreal to unite with a new Grand
" Lodge,”” but he thinks that the com-
- munications of the Grand Secretary
on behalf of H. R. H. the Prince of
Wales are “strong proofs of the de-
sire of the English Craft for fhe hap-
,pmess and prosperity of the Quebec

@,
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Craft.” These are words of deep sig-
aificance, and it would be well for the
Brethren of St. Paul's, Si. Lawrence’s
and 8t. George’s Liodges to duly con-
sider the advisability of making some
anove in the matter. Why should
these Liodges be the only ones on this
.continent that decline to ally them-
selves with the Sovereign Masonic
Body within whose jurisdietion they

are working? Surely it would be |

he was only acquainted with the Mas-
ter of the Lodge, and that after the
ceremony he was allowed to leave
without being even told the name of

| & single one of his newly found breth-
i ren. We also remember reading some

years ago & most amusing anecdote
about our friend, the Masonic poet
laureate, the venerable Brother Rob
Morris.

It appears that on one memorable

qpore in aceor ance with the true . occasion our erudite brother visited
gpirit of Masonry for them to unite | some Lodge, and having passed the
with the Grand Lodge of Quebec than | usual examination, entered the Lodge
to remain in their present isolated con- . alone. The voom was tolerably full,
dition! The Grand Liodge of Quebec, ; but no brother offered him 2 chair,
we feel confident, is willing to make | so Bro. Morris quietly went over to
every overture in resson and honor, | the stove (we presume there was no
-and consequently there should be no ! fire in it) and took his seat upon the
‘hesitation upon the part of our Eng- ’sa.me. Just before the Lodge closed,
lish Brethren in the Lower Province | the old gentleman arose and in his
to ally themselves with the Grand ' usual eloquent manner descanted on
Lodge of that jurisdietion. The 'the subject of Masonic courtesy. Our
Grend Lodge of England will not | readers may rest agsured that the

-coerce them, but it is very evident ; members of that Liodge did not fail,

that she would be well pleased if they ' after that night. tc receive all future
would unite with that of Quebec. | visitors with due respect.

Bro. Hughan's letter, as well asthat of 1 We have only mentioned these in-
the Grand Secretary of England, says ; stances to show how very far some
ay much. | Lodges go in want of ordinary decent
| courtesy, or rather in the direction of

<o

Masonic Courtesy.

The above subject is one that
really should not require to be dis-

-oussed; the fact i, however, that even

in some Lodges sad other Masonic
bodies scant courtesy is extended to
the visitor. 'We have ourselves at-
tended more than one Lodge in which
we were never introduced to a single
brother individually, and left without
forming a single acquaintance. One
distingunished brother once informed
u 8 that on the night of his initiation

i downright rudeness and discourtesy.
" Of course these are exceptional cases,

still there are very many Masonic
bodies that treat a visiting brother as
if he were & cowan or an impostor.
‘When & committee is sent out to ex-
amine a visitor, they should always
treat him with every mark of respect.
The examination should invariably
be strict, but always conducted with
decorum and courtesy. No catch
questions should ever be asked, and
exactness in verbage is of lit'le conse-
quence, as that varies to a great ex-
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tent in different juriedictions. The | therefore can only urge upon Masonié

principal feature in an examination is | bodies and individual members the
to find out the visitor's actual know- | great necessity that exists for every
ledge of the different degrees, and | Mason to remember that he is bound
when satisfiead on that point greet | by the most solemn obligations to
him as a brother, and after the for- | {reat every Son of Light as a friend
mal introduction, having seen him ac- | and brother.
corded the honors due to his rank,
when an opportunity occurs make |
him feel at home by showing him | The Vile Tongue of Scandal.
every courtusy and attention, by
meking him individually acquainted { If there is one thing more impor-
with as many of the brethren present ' tant than another for a Mason to
as possible. avoid, it is indulgence in the degrad-
But that is not sufficient—Masonic ed habit of slander. The vile tongue
courtesy proper demands much more. of scandal is the weapon of the sneak,
If he 13 on a visit of pleasure to that 'the coward, and the poltroon; and
part of the country, town or city, or  for any one who has taken upon him-
whatever the place may be, call upon : self the sacred vcews of a Mason is de-
him, and do all in your power to ren- ; basing to himself, degrading to his
der his sojourn amongst you pleasant. family, and humiliating, deeply hu-
Receive him socially the same as if - miliating, to his friends and brethren,
he brought & formal note of introduc- ; if he indulges in sach a habit.  His
tion to you. He has proved himself disgrace veflects, as it were, upon
your brother, and he is entitled to ex-  his friends. The slanderer, who
pect to be so received. Oh the ather - glories in besprinkling the fair fame
hand, should he be there on business, and name of friend or foe, is one be-
aid - him ', every legitimate means. ' neath conterapt, and if his base inein-
Should he unfortunately require pe- uations can be traced directly to him
cuniary assistance, or be taken ill in a3 the source from which the putrid
a strange place, need we say, act as waters flowed, charges should at once
Masons, and prove yourselves breth- : be preferred, and if found guilty the
ren by promptly granting him speedy . xeptile in the form of a man should be
and liberal relief in the former in- . suspended with ignominy and loath-
stance, and by kindly attention in the Ing.
latter. . It is a terrible thing to contemplate
We cannot .vrite too much upon that in 2 society like ours men, or ra-
this important subject—important be- ther brothers, could be found who
cause by the exhibition of it we prove would be guilty of such an act. Yet
to the world that our societyisindeed ' no brother of experience will deny
a Brotherhood. Treating a Masonic - thet within the camp are creatures
visitor as a stranger, and the mere : who dare to not only rob their sworn
formal conferring of the degrees upon ; brethren of their honor, but would
the neophyte, at times drives good ! unhesitatingly, by cunning insinua-
earnest men out of the Craft. We | tion, taint the fair name of woman.

— o
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-QOh! it is very sad to think how black

are the thoughts and how dark is the
vory nature of some men !

‘When we know all this, hcw very
careful we should be to keep the por-
tals of our doors closely guarded, to
see that men of such & stamp never
pollute the sacred atmosphere of the
Lodge-room with their tainted bre .th.
The greatest caution should ever be
exercised in the class of men we se-
lect for the building of the Temple of
the Liord. A very little flaw in the
Aghlar, when exposed to the storms
and vicissitudes of life, soon becomes

of filth and slime behind them. But
we have sald enough for the present
regarding those who glory in the vile
tongue of slander, although we pro-
pose to allude to it again at some fu-
ture period.

@&
—~-> -

Side Degrees.

WEe have been asked by a corres-
pondent why side degrees are worked
in Ontario, and in reply would state
that, so far as we are aware, thers
are not any ‘‘workeqd,” although there
may be innumerable ones ‘“communi-

a yawning crevice. In plain words,the ; cated.”  He also enquires, Is there
little boy who at school was a telltale | anything unmasonic in taking them?
and a tattler, when a young man will : Certamly not. They are generally
be only & moderately, good natured, | simple allegories, worked out from
harmless sort of scandal-monger, and ; some allusion to Biblical history, or
will, before he is forty, become & ey- | ! else a ritual made from some of the
nical man, delighting in the vilest , more pleasing features of heathen
species of slander.  All bad habits, ! ; mythology.  So far, in this country,
like obnoxious weeds, grow rapidly ; . ! Masons are permitted to take any de-
so parents should be careful in bring- | | grees or side degrees they like, and
ing up their children, and all Voung i there can be no possible harm in a
men should be very guarded in their | few brethren, if they feel so inclined,
remarks. j playing at “‘eating dates under a palm

Let any reasonable person ask him. | tree,” or representing ¢the martyr
self what pleasure or pain is there in ! St. Lawrence on a gridiron.” There
thus acquiring a habit which causes | is generally some fun in all these so-
the one possessing it to be shunned ‘ called side degrees, and some of them
and detested by all his acquaintance? | | are actually instructive. The degrees
Who wishes to associate with or trust , of the Eastern Star are indeed very
one who you know will abuse you the | pretty, although we are inclined to
moment your back is turmed, and,think the fair sex arve better at the
who will strive in a sneaking way to : fireside attending to home duties,

undermine your reputation, injure
your character, and blacken your fair
fame? We do not desire to have

than going out in a winter night up
to their knees in snow, to represent
Jephtha's Daughter, Ruth, and the

workers of such a description in the ; other estimable ladies whose virtues

hive; as we said before, they only
cause misery and wretchedness wher-

are extolled in these little grades.
This, however, is a matter of taste.

ever they go, and like the more loath- | There are two bodies of the Eastern
-some of reptiles, they leave their trail | Star ¢“working” in the Province of
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Quebec. There are five established
in Ontario. In the United States, es-
pecially Indiana, the organization is
numerous, regpeotable and influential.

-

Suggestion.

In order to make Tae CrarrsmMan
all that we should desire, we must re-
mind the brethren throughout the
Dominion that a great deal of its
success depends wupon themselves.
‘We not only fraternally ask those who
are in arrears [and their name is le-
gion] to settle up promptly, but we
desire our friends everywhere to en-
deavor to add & few good names to
our subscription list. It is impossible
to keep up a first-class special organ,
whose circulation must necessarily be
limited, unless those interested in its
welfare aid the publisher by securing
subscribers and advertisers.  There
i8 no reason why TuE Crarrsman
should be inferior to any journal of
its class, and it would not be if Crafts-
men would aid us, not only in the
manner just alluded te, but by fur-
nishing us with all items of interest
in their respective neighborhoods,
and contributing to our columns cor-
respondence on general Masonic to-
pios. There is 8o much to discuss in
Massonry, and many matters are view-
<d from such diametrically oppnsite
standpoints, that it would enhance
the interest of the journal to a great
extent if we could only persuade our
supporters to “air their views,” on
high degrees, low degrees, side de-
grees, limbs on or limbs off, suspen-
sion for nonpayment of duves, or non-
suspension, English Lodges in Mon-
treal, Templar squabbles, Scottish
Ritism or Memphism, Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rite, or Ancient
and Acocepted Egyptian Rite, &c., &e.
‘We ask the brethren of the Dominion
and our friends in the United States,
to give us a dash at some of these
matters, and npever mind whether
they hif us or not, we will publish.
‘We want Tue Crartsvax to be an A,
No. 1 journal.

Refreshment.

The subject of ¢ Refreshment’ is
one at the present time very generally
attracting the attention of the Craft
in Canada. In many of the Grand
Jurisdictions of the United States
spirituous liquors of all kinds are pro-
hibited at Masonic banquets by the.
express command of their respective
Grand Bodies, whilst we note by our
Australian exchanges that there the
custom is the very reverse, it being al-
most invariably the rule to have in-
toxicating beverages after every Liodge
meeting, when the brethren are called
off. The question then is one well
worthy of discussion, and we would in-
vite our readers to correspond through
the columns of Tae CrarrsmanN upon:
the same.

Many Lodges and other Masonic-
bodies, both in Ontario and othor
Provinces of the Dominion, simply
confine their refreshments to biscuits,
ete., with coffee, chocolate, lemonade;
eto., but not anything of a stronger
nature is permitted upon the table,
whilst others, except upon somespecial
occasion, never have refreshments.

The question then arises, which is
the better course for Masonic bodies
to adopt: (1) No regular supper; (2}
Regular refreshments at every meeting
without wine or any stimulants, or (8)
Refreshments every ILiodge night
with the above? Now, we do not de-
sire to turn the Masonic Fraternity
into a total abstinence association;
far from it. We believe evory brother
hag the right to indulge his appetite
in this respect as he sees fit, so long
a8 be keeps within the bounds of the-
moral law; but when we all are aware
of the havoc that intemperance is
daily and hourly causing in our very
midst, should we, who claim to be
the Sons of Light, place that on our
tables which may prove the means
of ruining & Brother Mason and de-
stroying the peace and happiness of
those he loves and holds most near
and dear to him? We think uof.

Put aside the moral tons of the-
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question, however, and view it from
an economiosl standpoint, Have we
a right to waste the money of our
widows and orphans in expensive
luguries? Certainly not. Weshould
hold our surplus funds as a strick
charge for our Brethrea, sick and dy-
ing, in penury or distress, and for the
impoverished widows and starving or-
phans.

Some brethren will say that from
what we have just stated, we would
condemn all and every species of re-
freshment after our labors are closed.
We would not. Man is a social be-
ing, and when the Lodge consists of
the mere routine work and oidinary
business, men soon weary of the
monotony, the initiate views it as a
mere ceremony, and the visitor has
little opportunity of forming those
pleasing and lasting friendships that
are so often created round the social
board of Freemasonry.

‘We would, therefore, advocate light
and inexpensive refreshment; with
coffee, lemonade, ete. Brethren do
not attend a Masonic body to eat,
drink and guzzle, but to assist in the
work, to form and cultivate friend-
ships, to exhibit brotherly love in
all its most pleasing features, and to
see of what service they can be to
their fellow men. Such briefly are
our views of the much mooted ques-
tion of ‘“Refreshment” in connec-
tion with Masonry.

< oo
4+

An Excelient Idea.

The editor of the London Freemason
suggests that every lodge
meake & rule from the commencement
of capitalising a fixed proportion of
its funds. This is an idea which we
have always viewed with favor, as we
believe the careless manner in which
many subordinate Masonic bodies
keep their accounts is the cause of

should !

the same number of members, paying
equal rent, ete., ete., for five years,
at the end of that period the former
would have a large surplus in its
treasury whilst the latter, in all pro-
bability, would have a very light ex-
chequer. The reason is obvious; the
funds of the former Order are kept in
a business lie manner, those of the
lat.ci iu @ siovenly, careless manner.

These assertioas may not plpase all
our readers, but it is the duty of the
Masonic journslist to poinv out any
fallacies or imperfections he may see
in the Craft, and this has been » cry-
ing evil for many years. There is.
no regular system adopted with re-
gard to our funds, and they are frit-
tered away in banqusts or aseless ex-
penditure of some kind or another;
presentation jewels being one feature
that should never be permitted. If
the brethren wish to reward a retir-
ing officer, let them put their hands
in their pockets and give what they
like, but not grasp with their claw-
likke fingers funds that should be held
sacred for nobler and holier purposes.
Neither do we approve of cosfly re-
freshments, especially when paid for
out of the lodge treasury. This
lavish expenditure is wrong, roof,
trunk and branch, and every Wor-
shipful Master should feel it his
bounden duty to check it:

If we must say it plainly, we would
asaert that it is this wanton extrava-
gance that bas kept many men out of
the lodge, who would have proved an
ornament to the Craft had they allied
themselves with us. Business men,
too, note these things, and when they
see one society with a good cash bal-
ance in the bank aud the other de-
pending for its current expenses upon
the initiation of candidates, they very

‘{spaedily come to a conclusion as to
t which they will join.

We agree with Bro. Woodford of

much dissatisfaction amongst many | the London Areemason that every

of the members.
tate to assert that if a lodge of Odd-
fellows and a lodge of Masons were
established in the same town, having

We would not hesi- | lodge should from the commence-

ment make it & rule to capitalise a

fixed proportion of its funds, say

one-fourth, for the purpose of charity
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and benevolence

find itself, in the course of a few

years, the possessor of a handsome

fund, from which it could always be

in a posmon to relieve the wants of

those in sickness, sorrow or distress.
—— e P e e

Masonic Libraries.

It is really surprising to think how
foew Masons take any interest in the
literature of the Craft--to many it is
indeed a sealed book; they have taken
their degrees, literally galloped
through some, and there the matter
has ended. They have “secen the
show,” are proud to wear a Masonic
pin or ring, and there the matter ends.
This is not as it should be, and proves
that there 1is something radically
wrong in our system of teaching.
Where does the fault lie? We think
the difficulty lies at our own doors.
‘We pay too much attention to mere
ritualism and too little to teaching
the neophyte that we have a litera-
ture worthy of the time, attention
and study of any intelligent verson.

Every Liodge should have, as soon
as its means will permit, a library at-

Dvery Masomo | subjeote
body then in the Dominion would , masonry.

THE CANADIAN CRAFTSMAN.

connected with Free-

‘It is hardly neces-
gary, in s brief article like this, to
point out the numerous advantages of
possessing a choice selection of Ma-
sonic works, and subscribing for a
few of the better Masonic periodicals.

. Suffice it to say, that the former as
works of reference alone are invalu-

able, and that the latter are equally
useful to show the passing events of
the hour. We urge, therefore, Lodges
in particular, if they desire to have

. well-read Masons and first class men

tached to it, and the brethren should ,
be encouraged to read. The young,

neophyte, the night of his initiation,
should have it clearly explained to
him that there is much more to learn

than can be possibly taught to him by -

means of the mere ceremonies of the
Order.

The large number of really sterling
works on the subject of Freemasonry,
and the excellent periodicals publish-
ed at nominal prices in the interest
of the Craft, render it really inex-
cusable that so few members of our
Society avail themselves of the oppor-
tunities offered.

When we copnsider the many in-
teresting topics, and the popular
character of our Iraternity, it scems
very curious that any brother, with
the least inticllectuality about Lim,
should be content to remain in ignor-
ance of the many 1mportant

as members, to secure a Masonic
library as soon as possible, whilst
those brethren who have the means
should hasten to subseribe for Ma-
sonic periodicals and purchase stand-
ard works on the various subjects con-
nected with IFreemasonry.

— e o————

The London “Freemason"” and the
Grand Lodge of Quekec.

It is particularly gratifying to those
who have watched the long battle
that M. W. Bro. J. H. Graham and
his co-adjutors and brethren of the’
Province of Quebee have fought, and
are still fighting, for their rights, on
the question of ‘ILxclusive Grand
Lodze Sovereignty,” to learn that
tbey are at last beginning to be
understood  and a.pprecinted in the
mother country. The tone of the
Masonic press, since the publication
of Grand Master Graham's address,
in Lnglaud, is very different to what
it was a few monthsago. The Grand
Secretary, Col. Ulurke, by command
of H. Ii. . the DPrince of Wales,
Grand Master of Kngland, ia reaponse
to Dre. Graham's letter, alludes to
the ditfereuces between the Grand
Lodges of Quebec and England, as a
question that will “settlc itself.” The
erudite Bro. Hughan reiterates this
assertion in a letter we published last
mounth, and now the learned editor of
the London /'reemasan, in the follow-
,ing article which we clip from its
_pages, uses the unequivocal language:
' «The matter will and must, eventual-
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1y, we think it quite clear, *settle it-
gelf” The news is cheering to
every loyal Canadian, and doubly so
to every Mason who acknowledges the
authority of the Grand Liodge of Que-
bee. The Freemason says:—

«Phe letterof our esteemed Bro. Hughan,
which appeared in the last “Freemason,”
will be read by all Masous, both in England
and Quebec, with feelings of admiration
and approval. Practically, our worthy and
able brother endorses the same *deliver-
ance ' we felt bound to make on this diffi-
cult subject, if in different form. We had
to deal with the ‘correspondence’ as a
¢whole,” and with its possible and probable

effect on the Iinglish Masonic mind. We .
may be right or wrong in the opinions we .

formed and the views we expressed on the

substantial merits of the case; but those '

who know us best can answer that we
write honestly, and, while with every good

feeling to our brethren in Quebec, and Bro.

Graham, their distinguished G. ., we yet
believe it to be our duty, for which we are
responsible to the Craft, to uphold and de-
fend the rights of English Lodges, and the
dignity and prestige of the Grand Lodge of
England—always fair decaling and consid-
erate. We do not hesitate to add the ex-

pression of our conviction, that if the G. M. -
and the Grand TLodge of Quebec are wise
in their generation, and aceept the friendly

suggestions of our Grand Secretary, the

matter will, and must, cventually, wethink

it is quite clear, ¢ settle itself’ But if, by
hasty measures, or regretable manifesta-
tions of needless onergy on the part of our
brethron of Quebec, the Enghsh Grand

Lodge becomes involved in a contest, not

of its own sccking, mutfers will become
still more complicated, and the ultimate

peaceuble and wmicable settlement of this’
jurisdictional controversy will be inevitably
postponed during our time and generation. |

Surely, if now the old adage is made good
and true, ¢ Verbuin sat sapienti, and,
therefore, we call Bro. Graham's attention,

specially and thoughtfully, to the twofold '

representation of the undoubted mind of
English Freemasons, which we have begn
privilegad to put forth in the ‘Freemason.’”

—_—————S e —— =

Editorial Items.

Prince Frederick of the Netherlands. who !

we belicve was Grand Master more than
lifty yeavs, is dead.

H.R.H. the Duke of Connaught has con-

sented to preside at the Y44th annual Maso-

nic festival of the Girls' Schiool, which tukes
place next year.

! Prince Rhodocanakis has been ag-ai—l-l
eleoted Grand Master of Greece.

Trr Masonic Chronicle, published at Col-
| umbus, Ohio, and edited by S.C. Charlton,
M. D., a new Masonic monthly started in
Ootober, has not yet been received by us.
THe Crarrsuax will be glad to exchange.
i Muaxe has a larger perc  tage of Masons
!to her entire population than any other
’ State in the Union, while F.hode Islond
"'stands at the head in her pereentage of
' Kuights Templar to the wuole number of
| Master Masons.

i Onthe 21st of February, Lodge La Paix
vat Amsterduin discussed the  question.
t+Can an atheist become a Ireemason?”
aund arrived at the unanimous conclusion
that all serious atheists can become good
- Freemasons.

Tue Grand Master of the Grand Encamp-
. ment of the United States has ordered all
Templars to drape their swords in mourn-
ing for forty davs for the late President,
Sir Knight Gartield. The banners of all
Grand and Subordinate Comnmanderies for
the same length of time.

An oxchange says the Frecmasons of the
, various Lodges of Valparaiso have formeda
society to encourage the saving of life from
shipwreck. 1t scems a very praiseworthy
idea and Masonic undertaking, and we
wish it ull possible success in overy way.
At any rate it deserves notice, and we shall
be glad to heur of the prosperity of the as-

i sociation.

The indecent attack of a contemporary
on the venorable and beloved Great Prior
of Canada, M. E. Col. W. J. B. Macleod
Moore 33°, the father of Tewplary in
Cunada, has called forth a righteous storm
of indiguation from prominent Templars,
and we only regret our limited space this
 monwh prevents our publishing any of the
rejoinders.

Bro. Erasmus Wilson, Dresident of the
TRoyal College of Surgeons, has received the
honor of knmighthoo:d, in consideration of his
munificent gifts for the support of hospitals
- and the encouragerzent of medical studies.
It will be remembered that Brother Wilson
paid the cntire expenses of the carriage of
« the obelisk from Egypt to the Thames.

. If what we note by our exchanges is cor-
| rect, the sooner the District Deputy Grand
Master of Toronto exercises his preroga-
. tives in certain lodges of the Queen City
i the better it will be for Freemasounry. “Li-
: quoring up” in ante-rooms during elections
| —canvassing—profanity in the Lodge room
. —“boyvcotting” &ec., show a disgraceful state

i
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of affairs. If the statements are true, and
we trust they are overdrawn, certain char-
ters should be arrested.

—————

Tae Grand Lodge of Ohio has recognized
the Grand Lodge of New South Wales.
Canada and Quebec will soon follow suit.
‘Wae congratulate our sister Colonial Grand
Lodge at the Antipodes.

Torp Mavor Ernis, London, Englaud, is
the Worshipful Master-elect of the Grand

Master’s Lodge, No. 1, of which, it will be |
! the Grand Orient confers the 18" as one of

, its seven grades, the Supreme Council of the
- Ancient and Accepted Rite granting sym-
) bolic charters, as well as grades np to the
| 33°.
\

remembered, ex-Lord Meayor Sir F. W.
Truscott was W. M. during two consecu-
tive years.

1. Bro. Robert Ramsay, Provincial
Grand Master of Ontario for the Sovereign
Sanctuary of Canada, has been elect-
ed an Honorary Member of the
Supreme Grand Council General of the
United States of America, M. IIl. Bro.
W.B Lord, 90°, 95°, of Utica, N.Y.,
being M. Ill. Grand Sovereign General of
the Order. The diploma is the hundsom-

est Masonic adornment we ever saw.
————

It is rumored that some of our brethren
in Blenheim purpose openirg a Lodge un-
der the S.C., with the intention of confining
its members to those holding political
opinions in accord with their own. We can
hardly give credence to this report, but
hope that, if it turn out to be true, every
means will be taken to prevent a warrant
being granted to a political clique.—New
Zealand Freemason.

—_—— - - -

THE three Commmanderies of North Curo- .

lina met at Wilmington, May 10th, and or-
ganized a new Grand Commandery by vir-
tue of & warrant from Grand Master Dean.
H. H. Munson, of Wilmington, was elected
Grand Commander, and James C. Munds,
of Wilmington, Grand Recorder. The
total nembership in the State is sixty-
eight—not a large numberto start with, but
we doubt not it will be rapidly increased,
and we cordially wish them success. The
next annual meeting will be held Oct. 12,
1882, —Tolen.

Sy atnv.—We extend our sincere sym-
pathy to our friend and brother, G. H.

Ramey, editor of tho dMa~onic Lclectic, in his -

recent severe loss. He savs in his letter to
his journal, *Within two short months, two
homes have bheen desolated. The home
where my infant lips were taught to say
‘Our Tather’ and the one to which a Chris-
tian wife taught me to cling as a rock of
vefuge from the storms of life, they are
both desolate.” Two pages of the Eclectic
are memorial pluates with steel engravings.
“My Beloved Asleep,” in the same number,
is beautiful.

! ber, at Sydney.

1 various local boards of relief.
1 better than Templar parades and Scottish

Tre Grand Chapter of England has &
cash balance on hand of £1,807 stg.

e

Tug portrait bust of Bro. H. R. H. the
Prince of Wales, in Masonic regalia, fra-
ternally presented to the Grand Lodge of
New South Wales by Bro. Marshall Wood,
was on public view fon the ground at the
ceremony of laying the foundation stone of
the new Masonic Hall, on the Yth Novem-

—————
The position at present in France is that

—_———

Tug English Masons will contribute at

+ least two hundred and fifty thousand dol-

lars this year to their Musonic institutions
of education and benevolence in addition to
the immense sums subscribed towards the
How much

Rite regalia.
———

y _ Lapy Brassey, who has been elected a
{ Dame Chevalier of the Order of St. Johu,
| has given £20 towards erecting an English
! hospice at Jerusalom, and has placed £100
' at the disposal of the St. John Ambulance
} Association to form centres of instruction
Vin firs$ aid to the injured, that amount
{ having beon collected in fees from the pub-
'lic who inspected the “Sunbeam” when
, anchored off Middlesborough.

TaE Frecmason, Sydney, N. 8. W, is one
- of the best Masonic publications on our ex-
i chapge list. Its typography is excellent,
! and although we do not like the shape, as
: it is awkward to bind, it is printed on first-
+ class paper and in clear type. The edito-
- rials are always excellent in style, and of
. & high tone. Its able advocacy of the rights

of the Grand Lodge of New South Wales,

will win for it a lasting name. R. W. Bro.

N. Weackes, the erndite Grand Secretary of
, our youngest sister colonial Grand Lodge, is
the editor. We wish him, the Freemason,
and the Grand Lodge of New South Wales,
every success.

— - p—

Trr Kneph, published by the learned
' Bro. Xenneth R. H. Mackenzie, LL.D.,
i guthor Masonic Dictionary, &e., &c., at 77}
. Bishopgate St. Within, ¥. C., London,
i England. This Masonic journal is the or-
| gan of the Sovercign Sanctuary of the An-
j cient and Primitive 33°, and Rites of Mem-
; phis 05° and Misraim 90°, Eugland. Itis
| conducted with marked abil’.y, and Breth-
, ren interested in these grades should sub-
i seribe for the same. It contains a mass of
i most useful information regarding these

R UL AT A aae s S
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degrees every month. The well-known
Brother John Yarker, Grand Master of the
Rites in England, is a constant con-
tributor.

—

Our able contemporary, the Freemason,
Sydney, N. S. W., of October is full of in-
teresting matter, and in a leading editorial
we learn the Grand Lodge of New South
‘Wales will shortly lay the foundation stone
of & magnificent edifice in the Queen City
of the South,to be consecrated to the
Craft. It has been formed to perpetuate
and consecrate the efforts of Freemasonry,
and adds there are now thirty lodges on
the roll with & membership of over a thou-
sand. Yet Canada and Quebec hesitated
to recoguize this prosperous young sister.
We should not have allowed the Grand
Lodge of Manitoba to beat us in this re-
spect. The new Hall, we learn from the
same source, is to cost one hundred thou-

|
1
i
'
I

An anti-Masonic paper recently started in
Washington makes the astounding revela-
tion that it has information that a man
was murdered in a Liodge-room by the Mas-
ter, and has the evidence of a woman who

| was an eye-witness of the horrible scene.

This startling story will make the leaders
of Magonry pause in their labor. For cen-
turies, even from the establishment of the

© Fraternity, in the uncertain ages long past,

it has been the custom at each meeting for
the °% ster or some well-muscled brother
to & urder an unfortunate victim. Without
this it would be impossible to teach the un-
certainty of life, the certainty of death, and
many other valuable lessons so necessary
to the existence of a great fraternity. But
with exposure must come downfall and
ruin, and unless this anti-organ can be sup-
pressed, or bought off, or otherwise disposed
of, the exposure will certainly come. When
a Mason is seen to enter the Lodge room

sand dollars, and is away from any place of , hereafter, and is never heard of afterward,

refreshment. Good!

TrE Advocate has the following:—
Q. Has a Lodge the right to elect a W.

'
i
1

the old story that he was eaten by the goat
will not down, but strict search of every ne-
cropclis in the adjacent country will be
made for his mangled remains, and the
“minions of the law” will run down the-

M. or Warden, in case of resignation, with- | yyrderers.

out a dispensation from the Grand Master?
Our by-laws, approved by the Grand Lodge
in 1871, read: *‘All vacancies which may
occur shall be filled by an election to be
held on the first stated meeting there-
after.”

A. Your Lodge Las the right to clect a
Warden, in case of & vacancy, as provided
by your by-laws, but cannot elect a
W. M. except by « dispensation from the
Grand Master.

We ask for information, Bro. Rice, as ac-
cording to the constitutions of all the Grand
Lodges in the Dorainion an officer cannot
resign.—Eb.

Tae 9th of Novem.ber will lung remain a
sacred-letter day in the history of New
South Wales Freemasonry.

They builded better than they knew,

The small cormmencement to lurge propo:tions

grew.

When we shall bave laid the foundation-
stone, there will yet devolve the duty upon
the Craft of a second and far nobler part—
that of erecting an Asylum for the Relief
of the Poor and Distressed. It will take
some time for the completion of our Tem-

ple, but the tinme will yet come when the : re-clected Grand Secretary. Long may he

completion of anAsylum will redonnd to the
glory of the N.S.Wales Constitvtion much
more. To afew persons the reverse would
Lave been more to their liking. The first
should havo been last, and the last first.

of our Masonic Hall will be a long step to-
wards uniting the whole of the Craft of the
colony ynder one head.

The Grand Lodge of Ohio held its Twen-
ty-fourth Annual Communication at Toledo

! .on Oct. 18th, 19th and 20th, Grand Master

R. C. Lemmon presiding. About five hun-
dred brethren were present. The Grand

. Master, in his address, alluded to the happy
| settlement of the Quebec and Scottish diffi-

culty, and referred to the difticulties he-
tween New York and Connecticut. He

- paid a tribute to the memory of Bros. A. G.

. and Flavius J. Phillips.

Mackey and President Garfield: and also
noted the deaths of Bros. Allen H. Crone;
Grand Master of Masons in Nova Scotig,
On the 19th the

. Temple was dedicated with imposing cere-

. Iponies.

The Grand Orator, Bro. Waters,
delivered an address, in which he feelingly

- alluded to Brother Garfield's untimely fate.

Our friend Bro. Kieffer was elected Grand
Master. He has successively presided over

. all the Grand Bodies in the State: first,

- highest in the gift of Ohio Masons.

over the Grand Council of R. and S. M.;
then the Grand Chapter R. A. M.; then
the Grand Commandery XK. T.; and now
over the Grand Lodge—a dignity which, as
Past G. M. Lemmon justly said, is tge

£
course, our old friend John D. Caldwell was

be spared to occupy the position.

Tae “Voice ¢f Masonry” does not venture

. a reply to our editorial on “Unity,” but
We feel sure the erection and completion ;

i
!

contents itself by a personal attack on the
writer, who, be sneeringly asserts, ‘“‘evi-
dently imagines himself & modern Solon,”
and says that 'such an one” must be re-
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gerded “as a knave or a fool.” This may
be argument, but we hardly deem it such.
The editor of the *Voice” asserts that no
Grand Lodge should be recognized unless
all the Lodges within its jurisdiction ac-
kuowledge it as the Supreme Body within
that jurisdiction; and because we reminded

the ‘‘Voica” that Melrose Abbey Lodge still
worked independent of the Grand Lodge of
Scotland, and asked, since such was the !
case, was the Grand Lodge of Scotland an |
inchoate body, we are termed “a knave or |
a fool.”—Pretty good! We again ask the

“Voice" is Melrose Abbey Lodge & legiti-
mate body entitled to recognition, and is
‘the Grand Lodge of Scotland an inchoate |
body, without sovercign rights? The '
**Voice™ will please answer without calling |
us pet names. Poltroon, knave, fool, Fri- |
day, &e., are almost as unimasonic as daring
to oppose a pot theory of the “Voice.” We |
do not hold to any *‘rule or ruin” theory,
but we are opposed to all concurrent juris-
diction, which hs proved injurious to the i
Craft wherever it has been allowed.  We !
have always avorded using harsh language |
in discussing any question with our contem- .
poravies, and the boyish weakness of the !
“Voice” in resorting to culling names is not {
liklely to induce us to depart from ovr usual
rule. i

TrE Graxp LovckE or Missorrr—The
bond of fraternal union between the Grand |
Lodge of Quebec and all the regular co- |
ordinate sovoreign (srand Lodges of North ;
and South America, is now nearly perfect
and complete. A few years ago the Grand |
Lodge ot Missouri offered conditional re-
cognition to the (irand Lodge of Quebec,
and forwardcd 2 commission to the G. M. |
of Quebec as their Grand Representative
near Quehec. These were respectiully de- .
clined by the G. 3L. and the G.L.of Q.
At its annual communication in October
last, the M. W. the Grand Lodge of Mis-
souxi pussed the following resolution:—

“Resoleed, That the Grand Lodge of
Missouri cxtends to the Grand Todge of
Quehec a cordial and fraternal recoguition
as the Supreme Masonic authority for and
within the jurisdiction occupicd as a
Grand Lodge, aud that we will appoint and
receive Grand Representatives, thereby !

establishing Masonic comity and fraternal -
relations between these Grand Lodges.™ '
All hail Missouri.

EisTERN STAR.-R. W. Bro. Willis D. '
Engle, Grand Secrctary of the General
Grand Chapter of the Order of the Eastern '
Star, has issued a circular to the different |
Masonic Lodges in Ontario. In it he states |
there are **Grand Chapters in the following ,
States, viz: Avkansas, California, Con- !

necticut, Ilinois, Indiana, Jowa, Kansas, |

" not working.

: Quebec.

Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Mis-
sissippi, Missouri, Nebraska, New Jersey,

| New York and Vermont. In these sixteen

States there are about three hundred and
twenty Chapters, with an active member-
ghip of over sixteen thousand. There is
also a General Grand Chapter, composed of
representatives of the Grand Chapters,
which has exclusive authority to establish
and publish the Ritual work of the Order,
and exclusive jurisdiction for the organiza-
tion and government of Chapters in States
and Territories where no Grand Chapter
exists, until such a body shall be legally

i organized therein, which can be done when

fivo or more Chapters are duly organized
in the same State or Territory. Under its
authority Chapters are working in Colora-
do, Florida, Maryland, Nevada, Oregon,
Tennessee, Texas and Idaho, Montanas,
Wyoming and Indian Territories. Al
though an independert Order, it is closely
allied to the Masonic Fraternity, and aims
to give practical effect to Masonry's benefi-
cent purpose to provide for the families of
Masons. In this organization, Masons and
their wives, daughters, widows, mothers
and sisters work together for their moral,
social and intellectual elevation. Ite Chap-

. ters are an important aid to Masonic

Lodges, by bringing the families of Masons
socially into symrpathetic relationship to
each other, and enlisting in behalf of noble
purposes woman's active sympathy and in-
fluence. In our Chapters she fills the prin-
cipal offices and thereby achieves for her-
self the important advantages which come
from experience in responsible positions.
Only « Master Masons in good standing in &
Masonic Lodge, and their wives, daughters,
mothers, widows and sisters, who have at-
tained the age of eighteen years, are eligible
to membership in the Order.”” There are
five Chapters at present in Ontario, but
The Order has never taken
in Canada, although we believe there are
two Chapters working in the Province of
We fancy no objection will be
made by our Canadian brethren to any

! Chapters that may be opened under the
. authority of the General Grand Chapter of
; the United States.
. acquaintance, vouch for the enthusiasm,

We can, from personal

ability and truly high Masonic standing of

our friend and brother, Grand Secretary

Willis . Engle, of Indianapolis, Iadiana.

Imrkrian Graxp Coxcrave.—The Annual
Asscmbly of the General Grand Conclave
of the Grand Lmperial Council of Scotland,
was held in Waierloo Hotel, Edinburgh,
on Friday, the 28th ult. 1In the absence of
the Most Illustrious Sovereign the Earl of
Kintore, who was detained in Forfarshire,
owing to the indisposition of Lady Kintore,
and the Most Eminent Grand Viceroy,
Captain Charles Hunter, who was detained

a\d
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in Wales, the throne was occupied by Very
Tlustrious Sir Knight Major John Crombie,
Grand Senior General. The minutes of
General Grand Conclave and Executive
Committee were read and confirmed. The
following were the Officers appointed for
the ensuing year, viz: Captain Charles

Hunter, Grand Viceroy; Major John Crom- !

bie, Grand Senior General: James Crich-
ton, Grand Junior General; George Dick-
son, M. D., Grand High Chancellor; James
Carmichael, M. D., Grand Treasurer; R. S.
Brown, Grand Recorder; William Edwards,
Grand High Almoner; J. H. Balfour, W. G,
Grand Marshal; J. Dalrymple Duncen,
Grand Sword Bearer; Col. J.Todd Stewart,
Grand Standard Bearer; and Sir Molyneux
H. Nepean, Bart., Grand Chamberlain.
The following Sir Knights were elected to
office in the Grand Senate, viz: the Rev.
‘W.W. Tulloch, B. D., George Miller, C.A.,
John M. Martin, jr.. of Auchindennan,
Captain J. Proudfoot Dick, 4. H. M. Bairns-
father, S. S. C., and Jobn Fleming. A
charter to a new Conclave in Glasgow, to
be named the St. Helena, No. 10. was
granted. The usual routine business hav-
ing been gone through, and the General
Grand Conclave closed, the Sir Knights sat
down to an excellent dinner, provided by
the proprietor of the Hotel, Sir Knight
Grieve and Major Crombie presiding, with
Sir Knight J. Crichton as Croupier. The

have sprung up within the past ten
years all over the land, and benefi-
oiary societies have been the rage to
such an extent as 1o cause some ap-
prehension in the minds of some
worthy Companions that Masonry
wonld wane unless it followed in the
wake of new systems, but we have
no such fears, nor do we favor such
innovations on the body of Masonry.
Our institution stands on higher
grounds. Its grand lessons inculcate
benevolence, and influences acts of re-
lief from principle and not of debt.
It teaches its votaries to do right, be-
cause it is right to do so. To succor
the needy; to relieve the distressed;
to bind up the broken heart and pour
consolation into the wounded spirit,
because it is noble and God-like to do
: s0. To cultivate the noble parts of
j our nature and build on the sure

usual loyn.ldand chivalric t;)asts ;yere given : foundation of principle, is our work,
and responded to. Several excellent songs
were sung, end a pleasant evening was | and the world was made better be-

passed. This Order, during the 1ifetilme ?f | cause of our existence, our mission.
Bro. J. Wentworth Little, was exceedingly | .
popular in England, and several Conclaves | To cement the bands of enduring

at the same period Wefl‘elworlking in (l)zamdal. ! friendship and cultivate & spirit of
under the authority of the Imperial Grand | N ] .
Council of Euglané, Col. W. J .pB. MacLeod ; SY mpathy for the weak and the fallen;

hrioore being Gmn% Inspector G(ianersél. . to strengthen the ties of universal
'Fhe Rite is now iu this country under the . o
Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters, ' Brotherhood and arouse the noble

and, as in Engiand. rarely worked. . faculties of mankind, is our mission.”
t He argued at great length and with due

Arkansas.— We are in receipt of the : impartiality the question of Cryptic Ma-
proceedings of the thirty-first annual sonry, and contended that, as the
communication of the Grand Chap- | General Grand Chapter did not and
ter of Arkansas, held at Little Rock, would not interfere, the Grand Chap-
on the 19th, 20th and 22nd days of i ter of Arkansas would not interfere,
November, 1880. M. E. Grand High ; and consequently the Chapter degrees
Priest Guire says in his address that | in that jurisdiction are conferred un-
“while comparatively few stones have | der Chapter Warrants. Comp. Geo.
been laid in the walls, the material ! Thornburgh, of Powhatian, was elect-
hag been of the best character.” He ' ed Grand High Priest, and Comp. L:
doesn’t appreciate the new beneficiary - E. Barber, of Little Rock, Grand Sec-
societies, and thus alludes to them:— | retary. There are eighty Chapters
“New orders and attractive societies | on the roll.

— e e
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Decease of R. W. Bro. Austin.

It is our painful duty to announce
the decease on Dec. 3rd, at New

York, of R. W. Bro. J. H. Austin, |

Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge
of New York, a position he has oc-
cupied with marked ability since
1853. He was born at Salem, N. Y.,
1818. The following is & brief sum-
mary of his Masonic career taken
from the New York Dispatel:—

Made a Mason in Phenix Lodge, No. 58,

at Lansingburg, he passed through its vari- !

ous offices and became its Master. Subse-
quently he united with others in the forma-
tion of Clinton Lodge, No. 14v, at Water-
ford, being its first Master. In 1833 he
removed to New York city, where he affili-
ated with Mariner's Lodge, No. 67, and con-
tinued therein until the revival of Howard
Lodge, No. 33, with which he became asso-
ciated and of which he dicd a member. The
degrees of Capitular Masonry having been
conferred upon him in 1849 in Phenix
Chapter, No. 133, at Lansingburg, upon his
removal to this city he joined Phenix, No.
2, and subsequently Orient, No. 138, of
which he was High Priest for two years.
In 1862 he joined Jerusalem Chapter, No.
S, in which death has just severed his
membership. In 1859, having already
served as Deputy, he was elected Grand
High Prieat of our Grand Chapter. At the
triennial convocation of the General Grand
Chapter held in St. Louis in 1868, he was
“elected its presiding officer, end served the
term with great distinction, his address at
the end of the official period ranking with

|

Jurisprudence Department.
EDITED BY R. W, BRO. HENRY ROBERTSON,
P.D.D. G. M,

Query—Would you kindly inform me as
to the privilege a brother may claim in
regard to getting his degrees. In the in-
stance of a brother who has been initiated
| atour regular meeting, can he be debarred
) from obtaining the Fellow Craft degree if
. properly gualified at the next regular meet-
| ing, because there was no notice given in
the summons?

|
i Answer—The control of the work
is entirely in the hands of the Master
of the Lodge. He may give or re-
, fuse to give the dagrees, just as he
| chooses, observing. of course, the re-
{ quirements of tlhie Constitution. It
.18 not essexniial that the summons
i should contain notice of conferring
- the second or third degree, and the
» absence of this notice would not, ‘n
i our opinion, be any ground for refas-
, ing to advance g brother. A brother
| who has passed a satisfactory exam-
. ination, i8 entitled to advancement at
' the next regular meeting held four
"weeks after his initiation, wunless
! there is some good reason to the
: contrary.

Q,—Can chavges be preferred against the
- W. AL of a Lodge? If so, who should the

, charges be sent to——whowould try the case,

any paper ever b._fore or since presented to | and who would rule the Lodge in case the

that august body.
He received the Cryptic Degrees in Adel-

phic Chapter, No. 7, and the Knightly or- l

ders in Morton Commandery, both of this
city, but never held office in either.
In 1856 he received the degrees of the

Ancient and Accepted Rite up to and in- |

cluding the 32, and ten years later was
advanced to the 339, and enrolled as an
honorary member of the Supreme Council
for the Northern Jurisdiction.

He was one of the founders of the Asso-
ciation of Masonic Veterans, and served
three years as President thereof with greab
acceptability.

The M. W. Grand Master of New
York has been pleased to appoint R.

Secretary ad interim.

Tre Caxapuax Crarrsyvax only $1.50 per
-anmum, Subscriptions can begin at any
time.

‘ ‘W. M. was suspended or expelled?

A.—The charges must be sent to
the Grand Secretary, who forwards
. them to the Grand Master. The trial
takkes place before a Commission of
Masters or Past Masters, appointed
by the Grand Master. (See Rob-
ertson’s Digest, page 158.) If the
Master is removed, the Senior War-
den acts as Master in summoning the
Lodge until the next election of offi-
| cers. He may rule the Lodge, and
, any Past Master can confer the de-

i grees.

W. Bro. E iward M. L. Ehlers, Grand | Q—On page 77 of R. W. Bro. Henty

;Robertson‘s * Digest of Masonic Juris-

prudence,” referring to candidatus eligible

for D.D.G. M., I observe the following:—
“Those who are eligible for election as

D.D.G.M. must be P. M’s in good standing,
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members of some Lodge, duly tet'umed to ! occasions, appear in the more simple and
Grand Lodge as P. M.'s and remdentq of | appropriate clothing usually worn by Mas-
the Districts for which they are requctlve- ‘ ter Masons.”-—~See p. 21, 22, Proceedings of
ly appointed. None others are qualified.” ' 1880.

Am I to understand that the actual: The committee on the address of the
W. M. of & Lodge, though a P. M., is not | Grand First Principal reported that they
eligible for the office of D.D.G.M.? I judge ! were “fully in accord with the views of the
this to be Bro. Robertson’s opinion from.hjs : M.I. the Grand Z., * * believing that
subsequent remarks on the same subject , the simple costume wern on such occasions
regarding Quebec, but would like to have : by Master Masons is more appropriate
his views definitely expressed? + than any other, and that a more elaborate

A.—The actual Master of a Lodge ; d‘s,f,’l‘“ém e Doy ‘a‘?d Shl"ggg be avoid-

is al Past Master is eligible | “hn it s aeciiibls bns g
who is aiso & g i As it is desirable that all decisions of the
for election as D. D. G. M., under the ' Grand Chapter should be obeyed, you will
present Constitution of the Grand direct your members to discontinue wearing

41 { Royal Arch rlothing at Masonic funerals in
Lodge of Canada. InQuebec itis nos ' fnture unless the Chapter has been specially

so, and we think the Quebec rule is o | convehied to take part in the ceremony.
good one; and we would be glad to ! When a Chapter has appeared as such 2t o

gee it adopted by the Grand Liodge of i Masonic funeral, the Ex. Z. should imme-
1 diately report to the Grand Superintendent

Canada. ‘ 1 ) !
.o . ag provided for in clause cxin. of the Consti-

- ! tution of the Grand Chapter, 1881, whick
An Important Circular. ! gtates that *no public procession or festival

—— { ghall be allowed without a dispensation, ex-

The following circular has been is- ' cept to attend Masonic gunemls, t}:e urgen-

) i ¢y of which may not admit of the delay

sued by ,,R’ E. Comp. John Ross Rob- ! necessary for procuring a dispensation, and

ertson, Grand Supt. of Toronto Dis- ;| which shall immediately be reported to the
trict, and is of general interest to the | Grand Superintendent of the District.”

Craft, but the R. E. Comp. ghould ! I have noticed Masons present at Lodge
! | meetings ana at Craft Festivals, wearing

remenabex t.lm.t some J'urlsdlc.tlons OB | Royal Arch Regalia. This is clearly a vio-
the other side do not issue diplomas. i lation of the Constitution, and should be
A Companion may purchase one and : Qiscontinued in this District, as clause cxis.
get it certified to by the High Priest ! of the Constitution states that “if any

. . 1 ! Chapter or Companion shall atfend any
and Secretary of the Chapter to which i public procession (except a funeral) or fes-

he belongs, but the vast majority in ! tival, in Royal Arch clothing, without a
such jurisdictions have no certificates: - dispensation, such Chapter or Companion
ROYAL ARCH CIAPTER . . shall be suspended, * * and such Com-

AR OF CANADA. ! panion shall be rendered incapeble of ever

Nfice of Grand Superintendent, Toronto Dis'e, | after being an officer of a Chapter.”
T . ! You will note that the requirement of
oRONTO, 13t December, 1881. , the constitution is most explicit, and I res-

Dear Sir and. Ercellen! Companion:— | pectfully desire that you will see that it is

I have to direct the attention of members | obeyed. . . :
of Chapters to the following extract from , As duri n"gl‘rgfl‘:ls‘ ;Is;fﬁséi?é‘t%rs will be

the address of the M.E. Companion, Daniel { called upon to elect their officers for the

Spry, G.Z., in 1880, delivered at the Annual ! ensuing Masonic yeer, I beg to remind you

Convocation of the Grand Chapter in the . .
. -y L : that at the Convocation of Grand Chapter
city of Guelph, and the decision of the | held at Guelph 1880 (See p. 15, Proceed-

G4r N 9 . N : Iy

irand Chapter thereon. | ings 1880), the Grand Z. in hi- address di-

ROYAL ARCH CLOTHING AND MASONIC FESTIVALS | yected the attention of Grand Chapter to
AND FUNERALS. | the ‘‘numerous applications received for

_ “Some discussion has lately taken place | dispensations, to permit Companions to be
in the Masonic Press regarding the proner  installed as Principals without having pre-
Masonic clothing to be worn at the funeral ' viously served in the other offices required
of a deceased brother. * * * There is ! by the Constitution.” That the Grand Z.,
no funeral ceremony in connection with ' “believing the opinion of the Grand Chap-
Royal Arch Masonry in this jurisdiction, | ter to be unfavorable to the extreme use of
and although the Coustitution permits the , this prerogative, declined to grant several
attendance at funerals of Royal Arch Masons | of those applications,” although in a few
properly clothed as such, it would be much | very urgent cases they were issued. ~The
better if all Free Masons would, on such | committee, in their report on the address
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of the Grand Z., which report was adopted
by Grand Chapter, state that “the precau.
tions taken by him before granting dispen-
sations are specially worthy of our com-
mendation,” and in 1881 the committee of
Grand Chapter, in their report upon the
Grand Z.'s nddress, again vefer to the sub-
ject, and state that they ‘‘are glad to per-
ceive that the number of special dispensa-
tions granted is diminishing, and trust that
in the near future the necessity for such
dispensations will be entirely removed.”—
(See Pro. 1881, p. 47.)

Your attention is also called to clause
1.xv. of the Constitution which provides es-
pecially for the eligibility of Companions
for the chair of First Principal:—* No
Companion shall be eligible for the First
Principal’s Chair unless he be an installed
Master or Past Master of a regular Lodge,
nor until he hagserved in the Second Prin-
cipal’s Chair for twelve months, nor to the
BSecond until hie has served in the Third
Principal's Chair for twelve months, unless

by special dispensation from the Grand ;

First Principal.”

As an officer of the Grand Chapter I am
in complete harmony with the views ex-
pressed and confirmed by Grand Chapter,
and therefore respectfully urge Companions
in selecting officers to avoid, if possible,

conflict with the decision of Grand Chapter !

as well as with the views of the highly es-
teemed M.E. Companion who at present
hoids the sceptre of the Grand First Prin-
cipal.

VOUCHING.

The special attention of members of
Chapters is called to clause c1. of the Con-
stitution, in reference to visitors, as there
is reason to believe that in many Chapters
in this district visitors are admiticd on &
mere nominal examination, even without
the production of & certificate. This state-
ment applies more especially to Royal Arch
Companions from jurisdictions outside of
the Grand Chapter of Canada. You will
therefore be particularly guarded in the ad-
mission of visitors; in the examination use
the greatest care and insist on the produc-
tion of a Royal Arch Certificate or Demit.
I am credibly informed that suspended
Companions from several foreign jurisdic-
tions have visited Chapters in this jurisdic
tion.

FEES AND DUES.

Iregret to learn thatin mauy Chaptersin
this District thereare largenumbers of Com-
panions in arreuar for dues, in some cases for
two, thiree and four years. Ineed hardly re-
mark that such a state of things should not
be permitted to continue, and that all Com-
panions in arrear should be promptly read
out at the December meeting, and duly
summoned to show cause why they should
not be suspended for n. p. d. If the Com-

panions so summoned are well able to pay,
but will not, there is but one course, and
that is suspension; if, on the other hend,
circumstances are such as to render it im-
possible through sickness and distress to
place themselves clear on the books, their
dues should be remitted. Companions will
note that the amount required for Ghapter
dues is small—about one cent per day—a
sum so infinitessimal that it seems to me
that every Companion should be able to
liquidate.
CHAPTER OF INSTRUCTION.

1t is my present intention to hold a Dis-
trict Chapter Meseting for Instruction in
Toronto during the month of February.
The arrangements will be comnjunicated to
you in & future circular. I cordially invite
your hearty co.operation.

SENDING OT CIRCULARS.

Will you kindly direct your Scribe E. to
send me regularly a copy of the circular
issued calling the meeting of your Chapter.

! COPILS OF THE CONSTITGTION.

The new Constitution of Grand Chapter
is now ready, and copies may be procured
from the Grand Scribe E. 1t is highly de-
sirable that all Chapters should order
. copies, so that every Companion in the dis-
; trict may not only be provided with a copy,

but make himself thoroughly conversant
with its contents.

INSURANCE.

The lute fire at York Chapter Hall, Eg-
! lington, reminds me that 1t 15 absolutely
necessary that the property of every Chap-
ter should be fully insured, so that heavy
loss may be avoided. York Chapter pro-
perty was fully insured, but another Ma-
sonic body, meeting in the same building,
lost $4G0 through neglecting to attend to
this important duty.

In conclusion. I beg to state that my
time is at the disposal of Chapters, and
upon reasonable notice I shall always be
available. I trust to be able to officially
visit all the Chupters in this jurisdiction
during the next few months, and in so do-
ing, would like to consult as much as pos-
sible the couvenience of Companions.

Companions, either officers or members
of Chapters, visit'cg Toronto, are invited to
call, and I can assure them that in every
way possible I shall endeavor tofmake their
visit pleasurable.

You will be good enough to read this cir-
cular in open Chapter, and spread the
same on your minutes, for which purpose
a duplicate copy is enclosed.

I aiy, My dear Sir and Ex. Comp,,

Yours Fraternally,

J. Ross RosERTSON, +.5.T.D.




