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Documentary Evidence

Secretary of State Lansing and President Wilson Have Been
Fully Informed Regarding The Soviet Govern-
ment By Accredited Representative

(From the International Relations Section of the Nation, New York,
5 April 5)

The documents printed below comprise (1) the letter of L.C.AK.
Martens, official representative in the United States of the People’s
Commissariat for Foreign Affairs of the Russian Socialist Federal
Soviet Republic, dated at New York, March 18, which gecompanied
the submission of his eredentials to the Secretary of State; and (2)
Memorandum accompanying the letter. A summary of the Memoran-
dum was handed to representatives of the press on March 2). Mr.
Martens, by profession an engineer, was for several years the repre-
sentative in tiis country of the Demidoff Iron and Steel Works in
Russia. Mr. Nuorteva, the secretary of the Bureau established by
Mr. Martens, was for some time the head of the Finnish Infor-
mation Bureau at New York; and has also represented the inierests
of the Russian Soviet Government. The temporary offices of the
‘Bureau are at 299 Broadway, New York. . '

y = Washington, Pl \ :

I have the honor to n.# you herewith original cre-
dentials of my appointment as representative of the Socialist
Federated Soviet Republic of Russia in the United States, to-
gether with an English translation of the same. :

I have also the hogor to submit a Memorandum of the
present political and economic conditions of Soviet Russia,
based upon information supplied to me by my Government,
and, furthermore, I enclose a translation of the Constitution
of the Federated Soviet Republie of Russia.

Holding myself entirely at the disposal of the United
States Government for any additional information or for any
eonferenece, official or unofficial,

I am, Sir, very respe. fully yours,

(signed) L. A. Martens,
Representative in the United States.
! S. Nuorteva,
Secretary of the Bureau.

g

MEMORANDUM

The Russian Socialist Federal Soviet Republic was established
on the.fth of November, 1917, by a spontaneous uprising of the toil-
ing masses of Russia. Its Government, the Council of the People’s
Commissars, is a Government controlled by and responsible te al
suck members of the population of Russia as are willing to perform
useful work, physi®al or mgntal. Those who, while not being unable
to work, deliberately refuse to exercise their prodactive abilities,
ehoosing to live on the fruits of the labor of the other people, are elim-
inated from participation in the control of my Government.

Under present conditions those who are willing to work for the
common good number at least 90 per cent of the adult popnlaticn
in the area controlled by the Soviets. All such people have full po-
litical and civil rights. ,

The basis of citizenship in Russia being industrial and economie
rather than political, and the social system being of such a nature
#hat every person engaged in useful social labor is bound to partiei-
pate in public affairs, the percentage of peorle directly participating
" in the management of society in Soviet Russia is higher than has been
the case until now anywhere in the world. The Russian Soviet Re-
public affords thereby the widest possible field a real expression
of a conscious popular will. While the Soviet Government is a Gov-
ermment of the working classes, the abolition of the exploitation of
labor and the elimination thereby of class division ereates a produe-
tive eommunity in which all able inhabitants are bound te become

useful workers who have full political rights. My Government thus
beeonutheexpn-ionoffnﬂyonehundredpceentdmm
It shoujd also be noted that political rights are granted in Russia to
every inhabitant engaged in useful work, though he be not a ecitizen
of Russia but only temporarily working there.

The Russian Socialist Federal Soviet Republic was n.pnlg ac-
claimed by the vast majority of the laboring people throughout the
former Empide of Russia. It has maintained itself in the face of mani-
fold plots and opposition on the part of small groups of the former
rulingchue.,whoinnnnycamenlistedfonignhelpnndvhoe-—
ployed the most unscrupulous methods in their fight against the Sov-
iet institutiops. Yet nowhere in Russia could such elements of their
own accord organize any noticeable resistance to the popular will,
as expressed by the Soviet Government. Only in sparsely populsted
wﬂyingditﬁeumdinmehot&mdhtﬁehwbmmom
had access to foreign

at any previous time.

During the current year the Soviet Government has been par-
ticularly successful in retaking vast territories wrested from its con-
trol during the preceding months. By February, 1919, the Soviet
troops on the northern front.had retaken the eity of Shenkursk and
adjoining territory. On the eastern front they have lost Perm, but
they have regained Pereufa, Ufa, Sterlitamak, Bellbey, Orenburg,
and Uralsk. The railway connection with central Asia is at presen:
in the hands of the Soviet Gevernment. On the southern front taey
have taken the railway stations at Pavorino, Alexikovo, Polovaya,
Kalatsk, and Begutchar, which have assured them of a control over
the railways of that region, while on the southeastern front the Uk-
rainian Soviet troops threaten the army of Krasnov from Cgansk
in the rear. In the Ukraine the Soviet troops have acqiired Kharkov,
Yekaterifioslav, Poltava, Krementchug, Tehernigov, and Obruteh’
In the Baltic provinces and in Lithuania the Soviet power has been
exiended to a great part of the territory formerly oceupied by fJer-
mans, \with the large cities of Minsk, Vilna, Riga, Mitau, Dvinsk,
Windaa, and others in the control of adherents of the Soviet.

These last-mentioned successses are largely due to the fact that,
after the evacuation by the German armies of the territoriés wrested
from Russia during ‘the war, and by the peace treaty of Brest-
Litovsk, which the soviet was foreed to sign under duress, the work-
ers in such territories everywhere are rising to support the ‘ideals
and the social order represented by the Soviet Republic.

The resentment against former ruling classes who did not
hesitate at inviting foreign military help against their own peopir,
has evineced itself by an ever-increasing popular support of the Sov-
iet Government, even among such people as at first were either hos-
tile or indifferent to the Soviet rule. Men and women of literary
or technical training and of other intellectual accomplishments are
uow in great numbers rallying to the support of the Soviet Govern-
ment, and eo-operate with it in all administrative branches. The
peasantry of Russia, the great majority of whom from the very out-
set were supporting the workers’ revolution, have become more
consciously attached to our social system, realizing that in the sup-
port of the workers’ republic lies the only guarantee for their re-
maining in eontrol of the land which they have wrested from their
former oppressors. The economie iselation of Russia, which so far

has prevented the Soviet Government from adequately supplying

the peasants with implements that they so ‘badly need, is, of course,
causing hardship among the peasaniry; yet the peasants generally
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do not place the blame for-this privation at the door of the Soviet
Government, well realizing that it is due to the deliberate interfer-
enee in the affairs of the Russian people by hostile groups, and that a
remedy for this privation js not a weakening but a strengthening of
the Soviet power. They fully realized—and their experience in such
instances where counter-revolutionary forces temporarily sueceed-
ed in overthrowing Soviet institutions clearly damonstrated - it -
that an overthrow of the Soviet rule, if possible at all, would lead to
the establishment of a I!.\'anu'iral, reactionary, bloody autoeracy
The remarkable improvement in the internal situation of Soviet
Russia appears from the negotiations which the members of the for-
mer Constitutent Assembly have begun with the Soviet Government.
Representatives of the former Constitutent Assembly, as. Tehernov,
Rakitnikov, Sivatitzki. Volski, Bourevoy, Tchernenkov, Antonov,
all of whom are also members of the Central Committee of the Soecial
Revelutionary party, i
a eonference with the Qoviet Government with the view of giving
sublic. ‘This conference has led to an understand-
ing whereby these well-known Social Revolutionists and former bit-
have eeased their opposition and deelared themsclves

support to our Rej

ter opponents
with great emphasis against the Entente intervention in Russia.

An improvement of the Soviet Government’s relations with the
elements formerly- hostile to it in Russian sociéty i8 also indicated
the attitude of:the Mensheviki. whose conference
has likewise protested against the Entente intervention.

f the Russian Socialist Federal Soviet Rn‘pu)..'“l' has

by the change in

The army o
organized .and numbers today over a million wen.
itary training has been inamgnrutvﬁ which
steadily supplies the army with reinforcements, with the view. of
ereating a force numbéring by the end of the current year three mil-
lion men. The forees of the Jovernment are led partly by officers
of the former Russian armies who have proved their allegiance to
the Soviet Government, and partly by officers developed from the
by the military éducational institutions established by
n sueecessful in

been successfully
A system of universal mil

rank and file
my Government. The Commissariat of War has bee
establishing and maintaining a striet discipline within the ranks of
_discipline not based on fear of punishment or on docile
from whose

well as their

the army
submission, but on the ardent conviction of the workers
ranks the army is recruited that it is their privilege as
duty to' defend their social achievements against encroachments

from any source. This same convietion of the necessity of the de
- 4 3 o

; i . 3 i
recently arrived in Moscow to participate 1n|

@ has made it possible for us,
i . (] P

legacy of ut

ed , 8 and a year
Wik state of affairs, and also the necessity of coordinatings
cial system of Russia with the new industrial and éeonomie s)
represented by my Glovernment, necessitated a complete reorganiza
tion of the financial institutions on the basis of common property
rights. This reorganization, which aims at exchanging the mobey
system for a system representing labor value, is still in the state of
formation. Regardless thereof the Soviet Government, in as far as,
financial relations with and obligations to other countries are con- |
cerned, is prepared to offer modes of financial transactions suitable |
for the financial systems of other countries. .

The period up till the establishment of the Sovie
also badly disrupted the machinery for produetion and distribution. |
The Soviet Government inaungerated a system of public control and |
ownership of industries. It has actually taken over many jmportant |
branches of industry, and has established the control of the Snprmno;
Council of National Economy over all industries. Great hnndi'-npsi
have been faced because of the obstructionist methods of our oppon- |
al eonfusion unavoidably coincident with the gigantie reorganiza-
tion of the industrial life. In spite of these great handicaps, various|
ents. lack of raw material and machinery, and because of the gener-|
branches of industry have been reestablished, even with an in-
crease of produetive efficiency. "Many branches of industry, however,
ial and lack of machinery. The needs of such industries offer a wide
have not so far been able to recuperate, beeause of lack of raw mater-
field for business transactions with Russia by other countries.

The state of railway communications at the outset of the Soviet
regime was very ansatisfactory. The demands, first of the demobiliz-
ation of the old army and later of military operations against eoun-
taxed the capacity of our railways and
left little opportunity for reconstruetion work in this field. The Sov-
jet Government during the past year nevertheless has managed to
" bmild and complete the building of about 2,000 versts of new railways.
It has also paid great attention to the eonstruction of other means of
communication, such as canals, roads, ete., and is at the present time
planning work along these lines on a large scale, which will also
offer great opportunities for foreign trade.

The people.of Russia, kept for hundreds of years away from
sources of popular edueation, have made it one of the main tasks of
my Government to reorganize the school system with a view to the

t Government |

ter-revolutionary attacks.

_greatest possible achievements in the field of popular edueation.” In

»

this respect extensive work has been earried on throughout Russia

during the past year. Tens of thousands of new primary sechools,
voeational schools, workers' universities, and leeture courses, espec-
ially courses offering agriculteral instruction, have been established

| and maintained at great expense on the part of the Soviet Govern-

ment. and the field of the educational aetivities has been extended
to include the making of the freasures of the arts and sciences as
easily aceessible to the people as possible.

All these éfforts, incomplete as they still are; however, have given
the Russian people sufficient evidence of the earnestness of the de-
sire and of the ability of the Soviet Gevernment to fill the needs of

the population, and they have largely eontributed to the abatement

of opposition. Inasmuch as opposition has ceased in the form of ac-
tive resistance to the Soviet Government, it has become possible to
assusge extraordinary ineasures such as censorship, mariial Jaw,

ete. X o

Much prejudice has been created against the Soviet Government

bhy this eireulation of false reports abgut the nature of the institu-

tions and the measures undertaken by Soviet Russia. One of the
most frequent allegations has been that ‘the rule of the Soviets is
oné of violence and murder. In this m)nuw-tip; I want to call your
attention to the following passages in the note sent to the President
of the United States on the 24th of December, 1918, by Maxim Litvin-
off. on behalf of the Soviet Government in Russia.

The chief aim of the Soviets is to secure for the toiling
majority of Russian people economic liberty, without whieh
political liberty 1s of no avail to them. For eight months the
Qoviets endeavored to realize their aims by peaceful methods
without resorting to—-violence, adhering to the abolition of
capital punishment, whieh abolition had been part of their
programme. It was only when their adversaries, the minority
of the Russian people, tgok to terroristic acts against popular
members of the Government and invoked the help of foreign
troops, that the laboring masses were driven to acts of exas-
peration and gave veat to their wrath and bitter feelings
against their former oppressors. For Allied invasion of Rus-
sian territory not only compelled the Soviets against their own
will to militarize the country anew, and to divert their ener-
gies and resources so Decessary to the economic reconstrue-
tioh of Russia, exhausted by four years of war, t# the defence
of the country, but also cut off the vital source of foodstuffs
and raw material, exposing the population to most terrible

on bordering on starvation.
he so-called red terror, which is

¥ ;s y R []
Allied inter\'enuu‘!. The Rus-

“workers .and peasants fail to understand how foreign
eountries, which never dreamed of interfering with Russian
affairs when Czarist barbarism and militarism ruled supreme,
and which even supported that regime, feel justified in inter-
vening in Rhssia now when the working people themselves,
after decades of strenuous struggling and countless sacrifices,
suceceeded in taking the power and destiny of their country
into théir own hands, aiming at nothing but their own nappl-
ness and international brotherhood, constituting no menace (0

other nations,
In another passage of the same note Mr. Litvinoff states as fol-
l‘ WS
The bést means for the termination of violence in Russia
wounld be to reach a settlement which would include the with-
rawal of all foreign troops from Russia, and the cessation of
direct or indirect assistance to such groups in Russia as still
indulge in futile hopes of an armed revolt against the workers’
Government, but who even themselves would net think of such
a possibility if they conld not reckon on assistance from
abroad. :

The great work of social reconstruction imaugurated by the Sov-
iet Government as the executors of the people’s will has been ham-
pered by the necessity of military defense against opponents of our
Republi¢, and by the econamie isolation of Soviet Russia which has
been one of the weapons of their attacks; together with deliberate
disrupting of our means of communication with important food cén-
tres. as well as destruction of food stores; and all this has greatly in-
ereased the sufferings of our people. By tremendous efforts and by
efficient eonsolidation of all economic means at its disposal, my Gov-
ernment has béen able to stave off the worst features of this situa-
tion: The fact that economic disruption together with starvation and
lack of all the bare necessities of life prevails as poignantly, and
more s0, in sueh parts of the former Russian Empire as have been
for some time in the hands of the opponents of our Republie and have
contaet with the outside world. elearly testifies that the Soviet rule
is much more capable of insuring means of existence to the people
than any pretenders to the power in Russia. e

In view of all the above-stated, T venture to say that the Soviet
Government has given all such proofs of stability, permanence, pop-
ular support, and constructive ability as ever have been required

et s
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from any Governwent in the-world as a basis for political recogni-
tion and commercial intercourse. I am confident that the people out-
side of Russia are bécoming as convineed, as the Russian people them-
selves of the futility of efforts to overthrfow the Soviet Government.
Such efforts lead only to unnecessary bloodshed, and, if suceesssful
emporary establishment of bloody, mon-

+

in any part of Rassia, lead to t

archial autocracy which cannot maintain itself, and even the tem- |

porary existence of which will lead to bloodshed and misery.

Fully realizing that eeconomie prosperity of the world at large
ineluding” Soviet . Russia, depends on uninterrupted interchange of
products betweers various countries. and especially with the United
States. The Soviet Government is prepared at once to buy from the
Unitéd States vast amounts of finished produets, on terms of pay-
ment fully satisfactory to parties concerned. My Government also
desires to reach an agreement in respect to exports from Russia of
and of which considerable
the economie in-

raw material needed by other countries
surpluses exist in Russia, In order to reestablish
teghity of Russia and to insure uninterrupted commercial rel
the Russian workers and peasants. as Mr. Litvinoff stated in the
above-quoted note, ‘‘are prepared to go to any length of coneessions

ations,

ps far as the real interests of other eountries are concerned,”” of
course with the understanding that no agreements entered into
should impair the sovereignty of the Russian people, as expressed by
"the Russian Socialist Federal Soviet Republic.

On the part of the Russian.Soeialist Federal Soviet Reépublie
there thus exists no obstacles to the establishment of proper relations
with other countries; especially with the United States. The Soviet
Government of Russia is willing to open its doors to citizens of other
countries for peaceful pursuit-of opportunity, and it invites any

scrutiny and investigation of its conditions, which I feel sure will
prove that peace and prosperity in Russia and elsewhere, in so far
as the prosperity of Russia affects other countries, may be attained
by the cessation of the present poliey of non-intercourse with Soviet
Russia, and by the establishment of material and intellectual inter-

course,

Russia is now prepared to purchase in the American market great
quantities of the following commodities, commensurate with the
needs of 150,000,000 people : railway supplies, ‘agricultural imple-
ments and machinery, factory machinery, tools, mining machinery
and supplies, eleetrical supplies, printing machinery, textile manu-
factures, shoes and clothing, fats and canned meats. rubber goods,
typewriters and office supplies, automobiles and trucks, chemieals
medical supplies, ete.

Russia is prepared to sell the following commodities: flax. hemp,
hides, bristles,-furs, lumber, grain, platinum, metals, and minerals.

The Russian Government, in the event of trade being opened
with the United States, is prepared to place at onc¢e in banks in Eu-
ope and America gold to the amount of two hundrell million dollars
1$200,000,000) to cover the priee of initial purchases.

To insure-a basis for eredits for additional Russfgn purechases in
the United States, I suggest that detailed negotiations with my
Government will evolve propositions fully acceptable for this pur-
pose. : . y
[ am :wnpmwx'ml by my Government to negotiate for the speedy
opening of commercial relations for the mutual benefit of Russia
and America, and I shall be glad to discuss details at the earliest

opportunity.

Industrial Unrest

‘abson Statistical Organization to its capitalistic eclients,

February 25, 1919.)

(From the |

Ay

NOTE :—Babson is the Industrial Weathercock of Capitalism,

We are sitting on a keg of powder. It is well enough for prom-
inent men to give out optimistie interviews, but such talk is largely

for effect. The statisties which they give may he true, but they dop't !

tell the w eOY Funda POV S homic conditions are bad and
it is useless to deny it. We should give many reasons for this state.
ment, but shall only mention two basie reasons

(1.) This composite plot shows clearly that a period of trouble
and depression is-ahead. It ¢annot be sidetracked. We can prepare
for the reaction and prevent it from being disastrous, bus to stop it
is impossible.

(2.)

The industrial classes in many parts of the world are st
the point of revolution. - Insiders well know that the uprising of the
masses in Germany was a vital factor in ending the war, and the
disturbances in that country are likely to become worse when peace
terms are imposed. We know something of the terrible conditions
in Russia, but little is being told us about the bad industrial condi-
tions in Italy, Franece, Spain, Japan, Holland, and Great Britain.
In all these countries stiikes are numerous. On aceount of the law
of equal and opposite reaction. things are not as bad in America as
in Europe. The idea, however, that these convulsions can take
place in Europe without some reaction in Ameriea, is probably fool-
ish. The United States is destined to have great labor troubles un-
less employers immediately adopt different methods. These trou-
bles will start with the textile industry, the copper industry, or pos-
sibly the steel industry. The coal and electrieal industries will also
be affected. America may see the darkest period of its history in
the coming days.

-

What does this mean to clients? It means that business will be
jolted, the earnings of the masses will be eut down, and their pur-
chasing power will be greatly curtailed. As people cease to buy,
manufacturers will cease to produce, and many workers who have
not quit voluntarily, will be laid off for lack of orders. -

The vicious eircle will again be in evidence. The prices of cer-
tain basie commodities, such as steel, copper and other metals, will

a bushel, while corn and other cereals will fall correspondingly.
The prices of farm products will drop much more rapidly than the
tarmer’s expenses. This is going to make him ugly, and Soecialism
will appear mild compared with same of the propositions which far-
mers will be making a year or two from now. The farmers of the
Western states will unite with the industrial workets of the East-

-~

.

Our Mercantile and Labor Services are constantly advising
elients how to shape their business to prepare for these startling
events, - Different lines of industry must use different methods of
insurance. Those who recognize conditions and prepare an outlet
for their people’s desires may get by. Those who try to dam the
flood will be washed away. Our government has said so mueh about
democracy, that the masses are now determined to have it. and to
have it apply to industry as well as polities. Farsighted employers
and merchants, instead of attempting to block the masses in their
endeavors, will at once get busy to devise means whereby they can
reach their goal without bloodshed and the destruction of property.

A Word on the Building Situation.

As above suggested, the coming industrial unrest must be pre-
pared for and made less harmful. We endorse the Government's
campaign for the stimulation of public works, the building of homes.
and construction of aJl kinds. Reaction must come, and the only
hope in the situation is to give the masses as much help as possible,
so that the reaction will not be so severe. The building industry
may become such a buffer. Conmstruction work, both public and pri--
vate, should be' encouraged by every employer. It is a cheek to
anarchy, Bolshevism, and 1. W.W.ism in this country. Every elient
should use his influence with his local community, his representatives
bto the State Legislature and Congress to push public works with all
possible speed. Clients also have an opportunity to perform per-
sonal patriotic service by building at this time.

Prices will be lower later, but it is a good deal better to build
now and head off anarchy, than to-wait until it is too late, for the
sake of saving 20 percent. Spend the money now and then charge
20 per eent to insurance, good-will, or something else. Clients who
already have plans for building and who have suspended the same
on account of high prices, should again ask for bids. Clients who

iy

in any way contemplate building should at least have plans drawn.
Mind you, we are not.pretending that now is the cheap time to
build. On the contrary, it is an expensive time to build, and we
frankly say so. But it is much better to build now at a high cost
and save business, than it is to wait for lower prices and run the risk

of anarehy.

continue to decline. There may not be such an extended deecline in |
the manufaetured goods, which so largely enter into the cost of liv-!
ing. Owing through interference with production through indus- |
trial unrest, the shortening of hours, and general inefficiency, prices
of manufactured goods may for a while eontinue relatively high.
During the past years, the influence of the farmers-in this_coun-
try has been mostly on the side of eonservatism. When, hdwever,
the trade routes of the world are again freely opened, American far-

mers are going to get a decided shoek. Wheat will drop to a dollar

What Is Happening Abroad

The war of nations in Europe is over, but the great elass-war
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t,he real soclal conditions in Europe and (laevshere are not generally | sible profits at an enormous rate in general ov erhead charges, until

Working- class unrest has expressed itself in resolutxonar)
The statesmen at the |

known.
form throughout all the European nations.

Peace Conference are really more deeply concerned over the outcome |
of the Labor and Socialist Conference at Berne, Switzerland, than |

apparently has just begun. *Because of the strict censorship of news,
they are in discussing formulas for a League of Nations, the Labor
Conference at Berne is discussing the possibility of having their
. working class constitutents at home taking over the oewnership and
control of industries. Strikes are rife throughout England, Ireland,
France, Italy, Spain, Portugal and Sweden. They all show sym.
ptoms of economic rather than political revolutions. In Argentine
and Chile, violent labor uprisings have recently occurred. Given be-
low are some specific instances which serve-to show the trend of the
times. ;
In England at least 250,000 workers of various trades have re-
~ ecently been on strike. These strikes are not over isolated disputes,
but have as their base the fundamental prineiples of privileges which
working elasses are to receive henceforth. All of this occurred, not-
withstanding the fact that only a portion of England’s military for-
ces has been demobilized. What will be the situation when some
4,000,000 more men return to look for jobs? The. gtrike at Belfast,
Ireland, is a direct repudiation of Parliamentary action and is quite
il aympathy with the Sinn Fein government recently elected.

Reports from Italy indicate that an explosion may take place at
any time. The labor leaders in Italy are calling for the abolition of
monarchy and for a soviet government. The sudden return of the
Italian delegate, Orlando, to Rome, because of the resignation of the
Italian cabinet, is significant of serious trouble in Italy. When
President Wilson recently conferred with the Vatican, he was after-
wards rebuked by the Italian workers for refusing to address one of
their labor conferences. They retaliated by darkening the city and
cutting off transportation for two days. Here we see that the wea-
pon of direct action is being used in Italy.

In Portugal the recent attempted overthrow of the republic by
the monarchist party indicates that the working classes of Portugal
are demanding power and have broken with the present regime.
Seeing this dissention, the monarchists took the opportunity and at-

ted the restoration of the Portngnue roy;lty In Spain the work-

the people, who are beginning to revolt against the
signs of their leaders.

At this moment the Allies are confronted with the very ser-
jous and pressing problem of demobilizing their armies. - French
labor groups are demanding that their members be immediately re-
leased from army service. British labor groups are also persistently
demanding the demobilization of the Workers. The reason that this
demand is not complned with is not because they need any longer fear
the German army, but because of the more genuine fear of sending
back these millions of soldiers to the homes, factories and workshops
from which they were conscripted during the war, to find panies and

unemployment. §

On the other hand, to keep millions of soldiers resting on their
arms with no immediate prospect of using them, tends to disrupt
army discipline and precipitate mutiny. The longer they remain
resting on their arms, the worst this situation becomes. If they are
released and sent back to civilian life and do not find conditions ana
epportunities such as all the promises of the war guaranteed, then
there is going to be trouble on a scale such as we have never known
before! People in the United States have little coneeption of what is
really going on. The conditions which exist abroad may not be du-

plicated here, but we cannot hope entirely to escape from the suffer-

ing which they produce. We cannot hope to have prosperity in
Ameriea while there is revolution and anarchy in Europe.

THE VICIOUS CIRCLE—-FLOUR MILLS ARE FORCED TO
OLOSE. THE ORDER FROM THE WHEAT EXPORT
CO. FELL BELOW EXPECTATIONS

By J. L. Rutledge, Editor ‘‘Canadian Grocer.””

The long expected and long hoped for orders for flour for ex-

- port, have not yet materialized, and the milling industry is faced
again by the necessity of closing their plants, ixgdeed practically all
the larger mills are already closed, and will remain so, eating up pos-
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further export orders are available,

The order from the Wheat Export Company that was to have
amounted to 72,000 tons has all been handled, but unfortunately this
order fell considerably below this amount, and when distributed
among the various exporting companies it was hardly sufficient to
cause a ripple on the surface of the milling industry.

Here is a splendid example of the present system of Capitalism.
Warehouses are full to overflowing with flour and the mills are
‘“‘forced to close’’ while at the same time thousands of people in [fan-
ada are feeling the pinch of hunger and trying to devise means of”
procuring food. Any suggestion on our part of opening the doors
of the warehouses and packing plants and thus ensure to every man
woman and child a plentiful supply of food weuld bring upon our
heads a perfect avalanche of invectives. We would be termed ‘‘An-
archist,”” ‘‘Bolshevist,”” ‘‘Hooligan,” “I.W.W.,”’ ‘‘Destructionists,’’
ete., ete. No the means of life must be held for export to ensureto
the owners abundant profits, and as they close down the mills the
army of unemployed will increase and more workers will be hungry,
and the warehouses will remain overloaded.

(5% 4

GREAT le IN RUSSIA IF CAPITALISTS GET CON.
TROL.

Mr. Leslie Urquhart—British financier—is bitterly opposed te
Bolshevism and suggests to the Britisher the need of a ‘“military
dictatorship’’ in Russia.

He has considerable knowledge of that country both before and
since the revolution, having spent some twenty-two years there.

Having such a lengthy experience in the land of the Czar and
the knout and later the Bolsheviki, one turns to find the reasons for
his deep-rooted opposition to a ‘‘dictatorship of the proletariat’’ and
calling instead for military dictatorship.

The London Daily Mail furnishes us with a few details which

account for his hatred of the Soviet administration. ‘‘Mr. Leslie
Urqulurt is an oil and mining engineer’’......*“As chairman and
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~ is also chairman of the Irtysh Corpontxon Ltd.,
wnth ltl mechanical shop, foundries, railways and river fleets. Tlun
corporation was formed after the commencement of the war with
the sound backing of the Russo-Asiatic Bank; the Russo-Asiatic
Cor:poration; and the Russo-Canadian Development Corporation.

TORONTO I8 NBRV608 AS ‘‘REDS’’ BOMBARD CITY WITH
LEAFLETS

Twice Canadians Have Awakened to Find Bolshevist Literature on
Doorsteps—Police Are Helpless.

Toronto is somewhat nervous over the inability of the police,
despite their best efforts, to discover the headquarters of the *‘Pro-
vuuonal Council of Soldiers and Workers for Canada,’’ a Bolshevist
organization which even the most skeptical have been_forced to con-
cede is a reality.

Twice in recent days, Toronto has awakened to find its door-
steps decorated with printed four-page messages addressed to sol-
diers and workers, explaining the prineciples of Bo‘lshevism and call-
ing upon the population to rise and throw off the shackles of capi-
talism.

In labor circles a radical element has made its appearance. The
same is true of the soldiers’ organizations. In both instances the
radicals have reached numerical proportions enabling them to chal-
lenge the conservative elements for supremacy.

. Government officials who are watching the new movement are
being relied upon by the conservatives to suppress any really men-
acing organization. These conservatives believe that there are scores
of palliatives whi¢h can relieve the situation.

But still Toronto is nervous. In spite of all its optimism it has
to face the actual fact that it has & Bolshevist organization in its
very midst, that tens of thousands of revolutionary circulars are be-
ins.‘dinq‘bnted' among its workers—and the police eannot find the
sources. :

It is too suggestive of the revolutionary efficiency of the publish-
ers of Belgian papers, circulated d)rectly nnder the noses of tho Ger-
man conquerors. So Toronto is nervous.
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